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^[lE greatest of English historians, Macaulat, and one of the most brilliant writers of

the present century, has said: "The history of a country is best told in a record of the

lives of its ped^jle." In conformity with this idea the Portrait and Biographical

Record of this county has been prepared. Instead of going to musty records, and

taking therefrom dry statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few, our

corps of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who have, by then-

enterprise and industry, brought the county to rank second to none among those

comprising this great and noble State, and from their lips have the story of their life

struggles. No more interesting or instructive matter could be presented to an intelli-

gent public. In this volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the

imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in poverty, by

industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited

advantages for securing an education, have become learned men and women, with an

influence extending throughout the length and breadth of the land. It tells of men who

have risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have

become famous. It tells of those in every walk in life who have striven to succeed, and

records how that success has usually crowned their efforts. It tells also of many, very

many, who, not seeking the applause of the world, have pursued "the even tenor of their way," content

to have it said of them as Christ said of the woman performing a deed of mercy—"they have done what

they could." It tells how that many in the pride and strength of young manhood left the plow and the

anvil, the lawyer's office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession, and at their country's

call went forth valiantly "to do or die," and how through their efforts the Union was restored and peace

once more reigned in the land. In the life of every man and of every woman is a lesson that should not

be lost upon those who follow after.

Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from the fact

that it contains so much that would never find its way into public records, and which would otherwise be

inaccessible. Great care has been taken in the compilation of the work and every opportunity possible

given to those represented to insure correctness in what has been written, and the publishers flatter them-

selves that they give to their readers a work with few errors of consequence. In addition to the biograph-

ical sketches, portraits of a number of representative citizens are given.

The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. For this the

publishers are not to blame. Not having a proper conception of the work, some refused to give the

information necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent. Occasion.ally some member of

the family would oppose the enterprise, and on account of such opposition the support of the interested

one would be withheld. In a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made

at their residence or place of business.

September, 1692. Bio(;raphical Publishing Co.
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HE Father of our Country was

born in Westmorland Co., Va.,

Feb. 2 2, 1732. His parents

were Augustine and Mary

(Ball) Washington. The family

to which he belonged has not

Leen satisfactorily traced in

England. His great-grand-

father, John Washington, em-

ij,rated to Virginia about 1657,

and became a prosperous

planter. He had two sons,

Lawrence and John. The

former married Mildred Warner

and had three children, John,

Augustine and Mildred. Augus-

tine, the father of George, first

married Jane Butler, who bore

him four children, two of whom,

Lawrence and Augustine, reached

maturity. Of si.x children by his

second marriage, George was the

eldest, the others being Betty,

Samuel, John Augustine, Charles

and Mildred.

Augustine Washington, the father of George, died

in 1743, leaving a large landed property. To his

eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed an estate on

the Patomac, afterwards known as Mount Vernon,

and to George he left the parental residence. George

received only such education as the neighborhood

schools afforded, save for a short time after he left

school, when he received private instruction in

mathematics. His spelling was rather defectiv«.

Remarkable stories are told of his great physica-

strength and development at an early age. He was

an acknowledged leader among his companions, and

was early noted for that nobleness of character, fair-

ness and veracity which characterized his whole life.

When George was 14 years old he had a desire to go to

sea, and a midshipman's warrant was secured for him,

but through the opposition of his mother the idea was

abandoned. Two years later he was appointed

surveyor to the immense estate of Lord Fairfax. In

this business he spent three years in a rough frontier

life, gaining experience which afterwards proved very

essential to him. In 175 t, though only 19 years of

age, he was appointed adjutant with the rank of

major in the Virginia militia, then being trained for

active service against the French and Indians. Soon

after this he sailed to the West Indies with his brother

Lawrence, who went there to restore his health. They

soon returned, and in the summer of 1752 Lawrence

died, leaving a large fortune to an infant daughter

who did not long survive him. On her demise the

estate of Mount Vernon was given to George.

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddle, as Lieuten-

ant-Governor of Virginia, in 1752, the militia was

reorganized, and the province divided into four mili-

tary districts, of which the northern was assigned to

Washington as adjutant general. Shortly after this

a very perilous mission was assigned him and ac-

cepted, which others had refused. This was to pro-

ceed to the French post near Lake Erie in North-

western Pennsylvania. The distance to be traversed

was between 500 and 600 miles. Winter was at hand,

and the journey was to be made without military

escort, through a territory occupied by Indians. Tb-



GEORGE WASHINGTON.

irip was a perilous one, and several limes he came near

losing his life, yet he returned in safety and furnished

a full and useful report of his expedition. A regiment

of 300 men was raised in Virginia and put in com-

mand of Col. Joshua Fry, and Major Washington was

commissioned lieutenant-colonel. Active war was

then begun against the French and Indians, in which

Washington took a most important part. In the

memorable event of July 9, 1755, known as Brad-

dock's defeat, Washington was almost the only officer

of distinction who escaped from the calamities of the

day with life and honor. The other aids of Braddock

were disabled early in the action, and Washington

alone was left in that capacity on the field. In a letter

to his brother he says :
" I had four bullets through

my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet I escaped

unhurt, though death was levelino my companions

on every side." An Indian sharpshooter said he was

not born to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken

direct aim at him seventeen times, and failed to hit

him.

After having been iive years in the military service,

and vainly sought promotion in the royal army, he

took advantage of the fall of Fort Duquesne and the

expulsion of the French from the valley of the Ohio,

CO resign his commission. Soon after he entered the

Legislature, where, although not a leader, he took an

active and important part. January 17, 1759, he

married Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, the wealthy

widow of John Parke Custis.

When the British Parliament had closed the port

if Boston, the cry went up throughout the provinces

that "The cause of Boston is the cause of us all."

It was then, at the suggestion of Virginia, that a Con-
gress of all the colonies was called to meet at Phila-

delphia,Sept. 5, 1774, to secure their common liberties,

peaceably if possible. To this Congress Col. Wash-
ington was sent as a delegate. On May 10, 1775, the

Congress re-assembled, when the hostile intentions of

England were plainly apparent. The battles of Con-
cord and Lexington had been fought. Among the

first acts of this Congress was the election of a com-
mander-in-chief of the colonial forces. This high and
responsible office was conferred upon Washington,
who was still a memberof the Congress. He accepted
it on June 19, but uiion the express condition that he
receive no salar)'. He would keep an exact account
of expenses and expect Congress to pay them and
nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch to

trace the military acts of Washington, to whom the
fortunes and liberties of the people of this country
were so long confided. The war was conducted by
him under every possible disadvantage, and while his

forces often met with reverses, yet he overcame every
obstacle, and after seven years of heroic devotion
and matchless skill he gained liberty for the greatest

nation of earth. On Dec. 23, 17S3, Washington, in

a pirting address of surpassing beauty, resigned his

commission as commander-in-chief of the army 10

to the Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. He
retired immediately to Mount Vernon and resumed
his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning all

connection with public life.

In February, 1 7 89, Washington was unanimously
elected President. In his presidential career he was
subject to the peculiar trials incidental to a new
government ; trials from lack of confidence on the part

of other governments; trials from want of harmony
between the different sections of our own country;

trials from the impoverished condition of the country,

owmgto the war and want of credit; trials from the

beginnings of party strife. He was no partisan. His
clear judg.nent could discern the golden mean; and
while perhaps this alone kept our government from
sinking at the very outset, it left him exposed to

attacks from both sides, which were often bitter and
very annoying.

At the expiration of his first term he was unani-

mously re-elected. At the end of this term many
were anxious that he be re-elected, but he absolutely

refused a third nomination. On the fourth of March,

1797, at the expiraton of his second term as Presi-

dent, he returned to his home, hoping to pass there

his few remaining years free from the annoyances of

public life. Later in the year, however, his repose

seemed likely to be interrupted by war with France.

-Vt the prospect of such a war he was again urged to

take command of the armies. He chose his sub-

ordinate officers and left to them the charge of mat-

ters in the field, which he superintended from his

home. In accepting the command he made the

reservation that he was not to be in the field until

it was necessary. In the midst of these preparations

his life was suddenly cut off. December i 2, he took

a severe cold from a ride in the rain, which, settling

in his throat, produced inflammation, and terminated

fatally on the night of the fourteenth. On the eigh-

teenth his body was borne wi'h military honors to its

final resting place, and interred in the family vault at

Mount Vernon.

Of the character of Washington it is impossible to

speak but in terms of the highest respect and ad-

miration. The more we see of the operations of

our government, and the more deeply we feel the

difficulty of uniting all opinions in a common interest,

the more highly we must estimate the force of his tal-

ent and character, which have be^^n able to challenge

the reverence of all parties, and principles, and na-

tions, and to win a fame as extended as the limits

of the globe, and which we cannot but believe will

be as lasting as the existence of man.

The person of Washington was unusally tan, erect

and well proportioned. His muscular strength was
great. His features were of a beautiful symmetry'

He commanded respect without any a|'.pearance of

haughtiitess, and ever serious without lieinj; dull.
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OHN ADAMS, the second

, President and the first Vice-

President of the United States,

was born in Braintree ( now
Quincy ),Mass., and about ten

"^ miles from Boston, Oct. 19,

1735 His great-grandfather, Henry

Adams, emigrated from England

about 1 640, with a family of eight

sons, and settled at Braintree. The
parents of John were John and

Susannah (Boylston) Adams. His

father was a farmer of limited

means, to which he added the bus-

iness of shoemaking. He gave his

eldest son, John, a classical educa-

tion at Harvard College. John

graduated in 1755, and at once took charge of the

school in Worcester, Mass. This he found but a

'school of affliction," from which he endeavored to

gain relief by devoting himself, in addition, to the

study of law. For this purpose he placed himself

under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He
had thought seriously of the clerical profession

but seems to have been turned from this by what he

termed " the frightful engines of ecclesiastical coun-

jils, of diabolical malice, and Calvanistic good nature,''

of the operations of which he had been a witness in

his native town. He was well fitted for the legal

profession, possessing a clear, sonorous voice, being

ready and fluent of speech, and having quick percep-

tive powers. He gradually gained practice, and in

1764 married Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister,

and a lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his

marriage, (1765), the attempt of Parliamentary taxa-

tion turned him from law to politics. He took initial

steps toward holdin^ • town meeting, and the resolu-

tions he offered on the subject became very populai

throughout the Province, and were adopted word for

word by over forty different towns. He moved to Bos-

ton in 1768, and became one of the most courageous

and prominent advocates of the popular cause, and

was chosen a member of the General Court (the Leg-

lislature) in 1770.

Mr. Adams was chosen one of the first delegates

from Massachusetts to the first Continental Congress,

which met in 1774. Here he distinguished himselt

by his capacity for business and for debate, and ad-

vocated the movement for independence against the

majority of the members. In May, 1776, he moved

and carried a resolution in Congress that the Colonies

should assume the duties of self-government. H&
was a prominent member of the committee of irve

appointed June 11, to prepare a declaration of inde-

pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson, but

on Adams devolved the task of battling it through

Congress in a three days debate.

On the day after the Declaration of Independence

was passed, while his soul was yet warm with th^

glow of e.xcited feeling, he wrote a letter to Jiis wife

which, as we read it now, seems to have been dictated

by the spirit of prophecy. "Yesterday," he says, "the

greatest question was decided that ever was debated

in America; and greater, perhaps, never was or wil

be decided among men. A resolution was passed

without one dissenting colony, ' that these United

States are, and of right ought to be, free and inde-

pendent states.' The day is passed. The fourth of

July, 1776, will l)e a memorable epoch in the history

of America. I am apt to believe it will be celebrated

by succeeding generations, as the great anniversary

festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of

deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty

God. It ought to be solemnized with pomp, showi



24 JOHN ADAMS.

games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations

from one end of the continent to the other, from this

time forward for ever. You will think me transi)orted

with enthusiasm, but I am not. I am well aware of

the toil, and blood and treasure, that it will cost to

maintain this declaration, and support and defend

these States; yet, through all the gloom, I can see the

rays of light and glory. I can see that the end is

worth more than all the means; and that posterity

will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I

ho|)e wc shall not."

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was appointed a

dalegate to France and to co-operate with Bemjamin
Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then in Paris, in

the endeavor to obtain assistance in arms ^nd money
from the French Government. This was a severe trial

to his patriotism, as it separated him from his home,
compelled him to cross the ocean in winter, and ex-

jx)sed him to great peril of capture by the British cruis-

ers, who were seeking him. He left France June 17,

1779. In September of the same year he was again

chosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself in readi-

ness to negotiate a treaty of peace and of commerce
with Great Britian, as soon as the British Cabinet

might be found willing to listen to such proposels. He
sailed for France in November, from there he went to

Holland, where he negotiated important loans and
formed important commercial treaties

Finally a treaty of peace with England was signed

Jan. 21, 17S3. The re-action from the excitement,

toil and anxiety through which Mr. Adams had passed

threw him into a fever. After suffering from a con-

tinued fever and becoming feeble and emaciated he
was advised to go to England to drink the waters of

Bath. While in England, still drooping anddesix5nd-
ing, he received dispatches from his own government
urging the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to

negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health was
delicate, yet he immediately set out, and through

storm, on sea, on horseback and foot,hemade the trip.

February 24, 1785, Congress appointed Mr. Adams
envoy to the Court of St. James. Here he met face

to face the King of England, who had so long re-

garded him as a traitor. As England did not

condescend to appoint a minister to the United
States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he was accom-
plishing l)ut little, he sought permission to return to

nis own country, where he arrived in June, 1788.

When Washington was first chosen President, John
Adams, rendered illustiious by his signal services at

home and abroad, was chosen Vice President. Again
at the second election of Washington as President,

Adams was chosen Vice President. In 1796, Wash-
ington retired from public life, and Mr. Adams was
elected President,tliough not without much opposition.

Serving in this office four years,he was succeeded by
Mr. Jefferson, his opponent in politics.

^Vhile Mr. Adams was Vice President the great

French Revolution shook the continent of Euroi>e,

and it was upon this point which he was at issue wiih

the majority of his countrj'men led by Mr. Jefferson.

Mr. Adams felt no sympathy with the French people

in their struggle, for he had no confidence in their

power of self-government, and he utterly abhored the

class of atheist philosophers who he claimed caused it.

On the other hand Jefferson's sympathies were strongly

enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence or-

iginated the alienation between these distinguished

men, and two jx)werful parties were thus soon organ-

ized, Adams at the head of the one whose sympathies
were with England and Jefferson led the other in

sympathy with France.

The world has seldom seen a spectacle of more
moral beauty and grandeur, than was presented by the

old age of Mr. Adams. The violence of party feeling

had died away, and he had begun to receive that just

appreciation which, to most men, is not accorded till

after death. No one could look upon his venerable

form, and think of what he had done and suffered,

and how he had given up all the prime and strengtli

of his life to the public good, without the deepest

emotion of gratitude and respect. It was his peculiar

good fortune to witness the complete success of the

institution which he had l)een so active in creating and
supporting. In 1824, his cup of happiness was filled

to the brim, by seeing his son elevated to the highest

station in the gift of the people.

The fourth of July, 1826, which completed the half

century since the signing of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, arrived, and there were but three of the

signers of that immortal instrument left upon the

earth to hail its morning light. And, as it is

well known, on that day two of these finished their

earthly pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as

to seem miraculous. For a few days before Mr.

Adams had been rapidly failing, and on the morning

of the fourth he found himself too weak to rise from

his bed. On being requested to name a toast for the

customary celebration of the day, he exclaimed " In-

dependence FOREVER." When the day was ushered

in, by the ringing of bells and the firing of cannons,

he was asked by one of his nttendants if he knew
what day it was? He replied, "O yes; it is the glor-

ious fourth of July—God bless it—God bless you all."

In the course of the day he said, "It is a great and

glorious day." The last words he uttered were,
" lefferson survives." But he had, at one o'clock, re-

signed his spirit into the hands of his God.

The personal appearance and manners of Mr.

Adams were not particularly prepossessing. His face,

as his portrait manifests,was intellectual ard expres-

sive, but his figure was low and ungraceful, and h'K

manners were frequently abrupt and uncourteous.

He had neither the lofty dignity of Washington, nor

the engaging elegance and gracefuhiess which marked
the manners find address of Jefferson.
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HOMAS JEFFERSON was

born April 2, 1743, at Shad-

Swell, Albermarle county, Va.

His parents were Peter and
Jme (Randolph) Jefferson,

the former a native of Wales,

and the latter born in Lon-

don. To them were born six

daughters and two sons, of

whom Thomas was the elder.

When 14 years of age his

father died. He received a

most liberal education, hav-

ing been kept diligently at school

from the time he was five years of

age. In 1760 he entered William

and Mary College. Williamsburg was then the seat

of the Colonial Court, and it was the obode of fashion

a.id splendor. Young Jefferson, who was then 17

years old, lived somewhat expensively, keeping fine

horses, and much caressed by gay society, yet he

was earnestly devoted to his studies, and irreproacha-

able in his morals. It is strange, however, under

such influences,that he was not ruined. In the sec-

ond year of his college course, moved by some un-

explained inward impulse, he discarded his horses,

society, and even his favorite violin, to which he had

previously given much time. He often devoted fifteen

hours a day to hard study, allowing himself for ex-

ercise only a run in the evening twilight of a mile out

of the city and back again. He thus attained very

high intellectual culture, alike excellence in philoso-

phy and the languages. Tlie most difficult Latin and

Greek authors he read with facility. A more finished

scholar has seldom gone forth from college halls ; and

there was not to be found, perhaps, in all Virginia, a

more pureminded, upright, gentlemanly young man.

Immediately upon leaving college he began the

study of law. For the short time he continued in the

practice of his profession he rose rapidly and distin-

guished himself by his energy and accuteness as a

lawyer. But the times called for greater action.

The policy of England had awakened the spirit of

resistance of the American Colonies, and the enlarged

views which Jefferson had ever entertained, soon led

him into active political life. In 1769 he was chosen

a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses In

1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very beauti-

ful, wealthy and highly accomplished young widow

Upon Mr. Jefferson's large estate at Shadwell, there

was a majestic swell of land, called Monticello, which

commanded a prospect of wonderful extent and

beauty. This spot Mr. Jefferson selected for his new

home; and here he reared a mansion of modest yeJ

elegant architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon

became the most distinguished resort in our land.

In 1775 he was sent to the Colonial Congress,

where, though a silent member, his abilities as a

writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he

was placed w\x>\\ a number of important committees,

and was chainnan of the one appointed for the draw-

ing up of a declaration of independence. This com-

mittee consisted of Thomas Jefferson, John Adams,

Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert R.

Livingston. Jefferson, as chairman, was appointed

to draw up the paper. Franklin and Adams suggested

a few verbal changes before it was submitted to Con-

gress. On June 28, a few slight changes were made

in it by Congress, and it was passed and signed July

4, 1776, What must have been the feelings of that

SAUK VALLEY COLLEGE
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28 THOMAS JEFFERSON.

man—what the emotions that swelled his breast

—

who was charged with Uie preparation of that Dec-

laration, which, while it made known the wrongs of

America, was also to publish her to the world, free,

Boverign and independent. It is one of the most re-

markable papers ever written ; and did no other effort

of the mind of its author exist, that alone would be

sufficient to stamp his name with immortality.

In 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor to

Patrick Henry, ;.s Governor of Virginia. At one time

the British officer, Tarleton, sent a secret expedition to

Moniicello, to capture the Governor. Scarcely five

minutes elaiised after the hurried escape of Mr. Jef-

ferson and his family, ere his mansion was in posses-

sion of the British troops. His wife's health, never

very good, was much injured by this excitement, and

in the summer of 1782 she died.

Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783.

Two years later he was appointed Minister Plenipo-

tentiary to France. Returning to the United States

in September, 1789, he became Secretary of State

in Washington's cabinet. This position he resigned

Jan. I, 1794. In 1797, he was chosen Vice Presi-

dent, and four years later was elected President over

Mr. Adams, with Aaron Burr as Vice President. In

1804 he was re-elected with wonderful unanimity,

and George Clinton, Vice President.

The early part of Mr. Jefferson's second adminstra-

tion was disturbed by an event which threatened the

tranquility and peace of the Union; this was tlie con-

spiracy of Aaron Burr. Defeated in the late election

to the Vice Presidency, and led on by an unprincipled

ambition, this extraordinary man formed the plan of a

military expedition into the Spanish territories on our

(Outhwestern frontier, for the purpose of forming there

1 new republic. This has been generally supposed
was a mere pretext ; and although it has not been
generally knovi^n what his real plans were, there is no
doubt that they were of a far more dangerous
character.

In 1809, at the expiration of the second term for

which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he determined

to retire from political life. For a period of nearly

.''orty years, he had been continually before the pub-
lic, and all that time had been employed in offices of

the greatest trust and responsibility. Having thus de-

voted the best part of his life to the service of his

country, he now felt desirous of that rest which his

declining years required, and upon the organization of

the new administration, in March, 1809, he bid fare-

well forever to public life, and retired to Monticello.

Mr. Jefferson was profuse in his hospitality. Whole
families came in their coaches with their horses,

—

fathers and mothers, boys and girls, babies and
nurses,—and remained three and even six months.
Life at Monticello, for years, resembled that at a

fashionable watering-place.

The fourth of July, 1826, being the fiftieth anniver-

sary of the Declaration of American Independence,
great preparations were made in every part of tht

Union for its celebration, as the nation's jubilee, ant;

the citizens of Washington, to add to the solemnity

of the occasion, invited Mr. Jefferson, as the framer.

and one of the few surviving signers of the Declara-

tion, to participate in their festivities. But an ill-

ness, which had been of several weeks duration, and
had been continually increasing, compelled him to

decline the invitation.

On the second of July, the disease under which
he was laboring left him, but in such a reduced
state that his medical attendants, entertained nc

hope of his recovery. From this time he was perfectly

sensible that his last hour was at hand. On the next

day, which was Monday, he asked of those around
him, the day of the month, and on being told it was
the third of July, he expressed the earnest wish tha':

he might be permitted to breathe the airof the fiftieth

anniversary. His prayer was heard—that day, whose
dawn was hailed with such rapture through our land,

burst iqion his eyes, and then they were closed for-

ever. And what a noble consummation of a noble

life! To die on that day,—the birthday of a nation,- -

the day which his own name and his own act had
rendered glorious; to die amidst the rejoicings and
festivities of a whole nation, who looked up to him,

as the author, under God, of their greatest blessings,

was all that was wanting to fill up the record his life.

Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin-

dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear

him company, left the scene of his earthly honors.

Hand in hand they had stood forth, the champions of

freedom ; hand in hand, during the dark and desper-

ate struggle of the Revolution, they had cheered and
animated their desponding countrymen; for half a

century they had labored together for the good of

the country; and now hand in hand they depart.

In their lives they had been united in the same great

cause of liberty, and in their deaths they were not

divided.

In person Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, rather

above six feet in height, but well formed; his eyes

were light, his hair originally red, in after life became
white and silvery ; his complexion was fair, his fore-

head broad, and his whole courfenance intelligent and
thoughtful. He possessed great fortitude of mind as

well as personal courage ; and j.;s command of tem-

per was such that his oldest and most intimate friends

never recollected to have seen him in a passion.

His manners, though dignified, were simple and un-

affected, and his hospitality was so unbounded that

all found at his house a ready welcome. In conver-

sation he was fluent, eloquent and enthusiastic ; and
his language was remarkably pure and correct. He
was a finished classical scholar, and in his writings is

discernable the care with which he formed his style

upon the best models of antiquity.
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AMES MADISON, "Father

of the Constitution," and fourth

I'f' President of the United States,

was born March 16, 1757, and

died at his home in Virginia,

Z*® June 28, 1836. The name of

James Madison is inseparably con-

nected with most of the imix)rtant

events in that heroic period of our

country during which the founda-

tions of this great repubHc were

laid. He was the last of the founders

of the Constitution of the United

States to be called to his eternal

reward.

The Madison family were among

the early emigrants to the New World,

landing upon the shores of the Chesa-

peake but 15 years after the settle-

ment of Jamestown. The father of

James Madison was an opulent

planter, residing ujxin a very fine es-

ftate called "Montpelier," Orange Co.,

Va. The mansion was situated in

the midst of scenery highly pictur-

i
esque and romantic, on the west side

of South-west Mountain, at the foot of

Blue Ridge. It was but 25 miles from the home of

Jefferson at Monticello. The closest personal and

political attachment existed between these illustrious

men, from their early youth until death.

The early education of Mr. Madison was conducted

mostly at home under a private tutor. At the age of

18 he was sent to Princeton College, in New Jersey.

Here he applied himself to study with the most im-

prudent zeal; allowing himself, for months, but three

hours' sleep out of the 24. His health thus became so

seriously impaired that he never recovered any vigor

of constitution. He graduated in 177 i, with a feeble

body, with a character of utmost purity, and with a

mind highly disciplined and richly stored with learning

which embellished and gave proficiency to his subsf

'

quent career.

Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study of

law and a course of extensive and systematic reading.

This educational course, the spirit of the times in

which he lived, and the society with which he asso-

ciated, all combined to inspire him with a strong

love of liberty, and to train him for his life-work ot

a statesman. Being naturally of a religious turn of

mind, and his frail health leading him to think that

his life was not to be long, he directed especial atten-

tion to theological studies. Endowed with a mmd
singularly free from passion and prejudice, and with

almost unequalled powers of reasoning, he weighed
all the arguments for and against revealed religion,

until his faith became so established as never to

be shaken.

In the spring of 1776, when 26 years of age, he
was elected a member of the Virginia Convention, to

frame the constitution of the State. The next year

(1777), he was a candidate for the General Assembly.
He refused to treat the whisky-loving voters, and
consequently lost his election ; but those who had
witnessed the talent, energy and public spirit of the

modest young man, enlisted themselves in his behalf,

and he was appointed to the Executive Council.

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were

Governors of Virginia while Mr. Madison remained

member of the Council ; and their appreciation of his
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intellectual, social and moral worth, contributed not

a little to his subsequent eminence. In the year

1 7 So, he was elected a member of the Continental

Congress. Here he met the most illustrious men in

our land, and he was immediately assigned to one of

the most conspicuous positions among them.

For three years Mr. Madison continued in Con-

gress, one of its most active and influential members.

In the year 1 7 84, his term having expired, he was

elected a member of the Virginia Legislature.

No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison the

utter inefficiency of the old confederacy, with no na-

tional government, with no power to form treaties

which would be binding, or to enforce law.
_
There

was not any State more prominent than Virginia in

the declaration, that an efficient national government

must be formed. In January, 1786, Mr. Madison

carried a resolution through the General Assembly of

Virginia, inviting the other States to appoint commis-

sioners to meet in convention at Annapolis to discuss

this subject. Five States only were represented. The
convention, however, issued another call, drawn up

by Mr. Madison, urging all the States to send their

delegates to Pliiladelphia, in May, 1787, to draft

a Constitution for the United States, to take the place

of that Confederate League. Tlie delegates met at

the time appointed. Every State but Rhode Island

vvas represented. George Washington was chosen

president of the convention; and the present Consti-

tution of the LTnited States was then and there formed.

There was, perhaps, no mind and no pen more ac-

tive in framing this immortal document than the mind
and the pen of James Madison.

The Constitution, adopted by a vote 81 to 79, was

to be presented to the several States for acceptance.

But grave solicitude was felt. Should it be rejected

we should be left but a conglomeration of independent

States, with but little power at home and little vespect

abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the conven-

tion to draw up an address to the people of the United

States, expounding the principles of the Constitution,

and urging its adoption. There was great opposition

to it at first, but it at length triumphed over all, and
went into effect in 1789.

Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre-
sentatives in the first Congress, and soon became the

avowed leader of tlie Republican party. While in

New York attending Congress, he met Mrs. Todd, a

young widow of remarkable power of fascination,

whom he married. She was in person and character

queenly, and probably no lady has thus far occupied

so prominent a position in the very peculiar society

which has constituted our republican court as Mrs.
Madison.

Mr. Madison served as Secretary of State under

Jefferson, and at the close of his administration

was chosen President. At this time the encroach-

ments of England had brought us to the verge of war.
,

British orders in council destioyed our commerce, and
our flag was exposed to constant insult. Mr. Madison
was a man of peace. Scholarly in his taste, retiring

in his disposition, war had no charms for him. But the

meekest spirit can be roused. It makes one's blood

boil, even now, to think of an American ship brought

to, upon the ocean, by the guns of an English cruiser.

A young lieutenant steps on board and orders the

crew to be paraded before him. With great nonchal-

ance he selects any nimiber whom he may please to

designate as British subjects ; orders them down the

ship's side into his boat; and places them on the gun-

deck of his man-of-war, to fight, by compulsion, the

battles of England. This right of search and im-

pressment, no efforts of our Government could induce

the British cabinet to relinquish.

On the i8th of June, 1812, President Madison gave

his approval to an act of Congress declaring war
against Great Britain. Notwithstanding the bitter

hostility of the Federal party to the war, the country

in general approved; and Mr. Madison, on the 4th

of March, 18 13, was re-elected by a large majority,

and entered upon his second term of office. This is

not the place to describe the various adventures of

this war on the land and on the water. Our infan'.

navy then laid the foundations of its renown in grap-

pling with the most formidable power which ever

swept the seas. The contest commenced in earnest

by the appearance of a British fleet, early in February,

1813, in Chesajjcake Bay, declaring nearly the whole

coast of the LTnited States under blockade.

The Emperor of Russia offered his services as me
ditator. America accepted ; England refused. A Brit-

ish force of five thousand men landed on the banks
of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into Chesa-
peake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of Bladens-

burg, upon Washington.

The straggling little city of Washington was thrown

into consternation. The cannon of the brief conflict

at Bladensburg echoed through the streets of the

metropolis. The whole population fled from the city.

The President, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White

House, with her carriage drawn up at the doer to

await his speedy return, hurried to meet the officers

in a council of war. He met our troops utterly routed,

and he could not go back without danger of being

captured. But few hours elapsed ere the Presidential

Mansion, the Capitol, and all the public buildings in

Washington were in flames.

The war closed after two years of fighting, and on

Feb. 13, 1815, the treaty of peace was signed at Ghent.

On the 4th of March, 1817, his second term of

office expired, and he resigned the Presidential chair

to his friend, James Monroe. He retired to his beau-

tiful home at Montpelier, and there passed the re-

mainder of his days. On June 28, 1836, then at the

age of 85 years, he fell asleep in death. Mrs. Madi-

son died July 12, 1849.
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AMES MONROE, the fifth

.Prcsidentof The United States,

wib, born in Westmoreland Co.,

Vi , April 28, 1758. His early

life was passed at the place of

nativity. His ancestors had for

many years resided in the prov-

ince in which he was born. When,

at 17 }ears of age, in the process

of completing his education at

William and Mary College, the Co-

lonial Congress assembled at Phila-

delphia to deliberate upon the un-

just and manifold oppressions of

Great Britian, declared the separa-

tion of the Colonies, and promul-

gated the Declaration of Indepen-

dence. Had he been born ten years before it is highly

probable that he would have been one of the signers

of that celebrated instrument. At this time he left

school and enlisted among the patriots.

He joined the army when everything looked hope-

less and gloomy. The number of deserters increased

from day to day. The invading armies came pouring

in ; and the tories not only favored the cause of the

mother country, but disheartened the new recruits,

who were sufficiently terrified at the prospect of con-

tending with an enemy whom they had been taught

to deem invincible. To such brave spirits as James

Monroe, who went right onward, undismayed through

difficulty and danger, the United States owe their

political emancipation. The young cadet joined the

ranks, and espoused the cause of his injured country,

with a firm determination to live or die with her strife

for liberty. Firmly yet sadly he shared in the mel-

ancholy retreat from Hadeani Heights and White
Plains, and accompanied the dispirited army as it fled

before its foes through New Jersey. In four months
after the Declaration of Independence, the patriots

had been beaten in seven battles. At the battle of

Trenton he led the vanguard, and, in the act of charg-

ing upon the enemy he received a wound in the left

shoulder.

As a reward for his bravery, Mr. Monroe was pro-

moted a captain of infantry ; and, having recovered

from his wound, he rejoined the army. He, however,

receded from the line of promotion, by becoming an

officer in the staff of Lord Steriing. During the cam-
paigns of 1777 and 1778, in the actions of Brandy
wine, Germantown and Monmouth, he continued

aid-de-camp; but becoming desirous to regain his

position in the army, he exerted himself to collect a

regiment for the Virginia line. This scheme failed

owing to the exhausted condition of the State. Upon
this failure he entered the office of Mr. Jefferson, at

that period Governor, and pursued, with considerable

ardor, the study of common law. He did not, however,

entirely lay aside the knapsack for the green bag;

but on the invasions of the enemy, served as avolun

teer, during the two years of his legal pursuits.

In 1782, he was elected from King George county,

a member of the Leglislature of Virginia, and by that

body he was elevated to a seat in the Executive

Council. He was thus honored with the confidence

of his fellow citizens at 23 years of age ; and having

at this early period displayed some of that ability

and aptitude for legislation, which were afterwards

employed with unremitting energy for the public good,
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he was in the succeeding year chosen a member of

the Congress of the United States.

Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfettionsof theold

Confederacy, he was opposed to the new Constitution,

ihinking, with many others of the Republican party,

that it gave too much power to the Central Government,

and not enough to the individual States. Still he re-

tained the esteem of his friends who were its warm
supporters, and who, notwithstanding his opposition

secured its adoption. In 1789, he became a member
of the United States Senate; which office he held for

four years. Every month the line of distinction be-

tween the two great parties which divided the nation,

the Federal and the Republican, was growing more

distinct. The two prominent ideas which now sep-

arated them were, that the Republican party was in

sympatliy with France, and also in favor of such a

strict construction of tiie Constitution as to give the

Central Government as little power, and the State

Governments as much power, as the Constitution would
warrant. The Federalists sympathized with England,

and were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con-
stitution, which would give as much power to the

Central Government as that document could possibly

authorize.

The leading Federalists and Republicans were

alike noble men, consecrating all their energies to the

good of the nation. Two more honest men or more
pure patriots than John Adams the Federalist, and
James Monroe the Republican, never breathed. In

'.building up this majestic nation, which is destined

to eclipse all Grecian and Assyrian greatness, the com-
bination of their antagonism was needed to create the

light equilibrium. And yet each in his day was de-

nounced as almost a demon.

Washington was then President. England had es-

poused the cause of the Bourbons against the princi-

ples of the French Revolution. All Europe was drawn
into the conflict. We were feeble and far away.
Washington issued a proclamation of neutrality be-

tween these contending powers. France had helped
us in the struggle for our liberties. All the despotisms
of Europe were now combined to prevent the French
from escaping from a tyranny a thousand-fold worse
than that which we had endured Col. Monroe, more
magnanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at

whatever hazard, we should help our old allies in

their extremity. It was the impulse of a generous
and noble nature. He violently opposed the Pres-

ident's proclamation as ungrateful and wanting in

magnanimity.

Washington, who could appreciate such a character,

developed his calm, serene, almost divine greatness,

by appointing that very James Monroe, who was de-
nouncing the policy of the Government, as the minister
of that Government to the Republic of France. Mr.
Monroe was welcomed by the National Convention
in France with the most enthusiastic demonstD»-tions.

Shortly after his return to this country, Mr. Mon-
roe was elected Governor of Virginia, and held the

office for three years. He was again sent to France tu

co-operate with Chancellor Livingston in obtaining

the vast territory then known as the Province of

Louisiana, which France had but shortly before ob-

tained from Spain. Their united efforts were suc-

cessful. For the comparatively small sum of fifteen

millions of dollars, the entire territory of Orleans and
district of Louisiana were added to the United States.

This was probably the largest transfer of real estate

which was ever made in all the history of the world.

From France Mr. Monroe went to England to ob-

tain from that country some recognition of our

rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate against those

odious impressments of our seamen. But Eng-
land was unrelenting. He again returned to Eng-
land on the same mission, but could receive no
redress. He returned to his home and was again

chosen Governor of Virginia. This he soon resigned

to accept the position of Secretary of State under
Madison. While in this office war with England was
declared, the Secretary of War resigned, and during

these trying times, the duties of the War Departmen:
were also put upon him. He was truly the armor-

bearer of President Madison, and the most efficient

business man in his cabinet. Upon the return of

peace he resigned the Department of War, but con-
tinued in the office of Secretary of State until the ex-

piration of Mr. Madison's adminstration. At the elec-

tion held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe himself had
been chosen President with but little opposition, and
upon March 4, 18 17, was inaugurated. Four year?

later he was elected for a second term.

Among the important measures of his Presidency

were the cession of Florida to the United States; the

Missouri Compromise, and the " Monroe doctrine.'

This famous doctrine, since known as the " Monroe
doctrine," was enunciated by him in 1823. At that

time the United States had recognized the independ-
ence of the South American states, and did not \\ish

to have European powers longer attempting to sub
due portions of the American Continent. The doctrine

is as follows: "That we should consider any attempt
on the part of European powers to extend their sys-

tem to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous
to our peace and safety," and "that we could not

view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing

or controlling American governments or provinces in

any other light than as a manifestation by European
powers of an unfriendly disposition toward the United
States." This doctrine immediately affected the course

of foreign governments, and has become the approved
sentiment of the United States.

At the end of his second term Mr Monroe retired

to his home in Virginia, where he lived unli! 1830
when he went to New York to live with his son-in-

law. In that city he died,on the 4th of July, 1831
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OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the

sixth President of the United
'States, was born in the rural

home of his honored father,

John Adams, in Quincy, Mass.,

on the iith cf July, 1767. His

mother, a woman of exalted

worth, watched over his childhood

during the almost constant ab-

sence of his father. When but

eight years of age, he stood with

his mother on an eminence, listen-

ing to the booming of the great bat-

tle on Bunker's Hill, and gazing on
upon the smoke and flames billow-

fing up from the conflagration of

Charlestown.

When but eleven years old he

J
took a tearful adieu of his mother,

to sail with his fattier for Europe,

through a fleet ot liostile British cruisers. The bright,

animated boy spent a year and a half in Paris, where
his father was associated with Franklin and Lee as

minister plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted

the notice of these distinguished men, and he received

from them flattering marks of attention.

Mr. John Adams had scarcely returned to this

country, in 1779, ere he was again sent abroad. Again
John Quincy accompanied his father. At Pan's he
applied himself with great diligence, for six months,
to Gtudy; then accompained his father to Holland,
where he entered, first a school in Amsterdam, then
the University at Leyden. About a year from this

time, in 1781, when the manly boy was but fourteen

yea's of age, he was selected by Mr. Dana, our min-
ister to the Russian court, as his private secretary.

In this school of incessant labor and of enobling
culture he spent fourteen months, and then returned
to Holland through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and
Bremen. This long journey he took alone, in the
winter, when in his sixteenth year, .^gain he resumed
n'.s studies, under a prJ"a.te tutor, at Hague. Thence,

in the spring of r782, he accompanied his father t;

Paris, traveling leisurely, and forming acquaintanct
with the most distinguished men on the Continent
examining architectural remains, galleries of paintings

and all renowned works of. art. At Paris he again

became associated with the most illustrious men ol

all lands in the contemplations of the loftiest temporal
themes which can engross the human mind. After

a short visit to England he returned to Paris, and
consecrated all his energies to study until May, 1785,
when he returned to America. To a brilliant young
man of eighteen, who had seen much of the world,

and who was familiar with the etiquette of courts, a
residence with his father in London, under such cir-

cumstances, must have been extremely attractive

but with judgment very rare in one of his age, he pre-

ferred to return to America to complete his education
in an American college. He wished then to study
law, that with an honorable profession, he might be
able to obtain an independent support.

Upon leaving Harvard College, at the age of twenty
he studied law for three years. In June, 1794, be-

ing then but twenty-seven years of age, he was ap-

pointed by Washington, resident minister at. the

Netherlands. Sailing from Boston in July, he reached
London in October, where he was immediately admit-
ted to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pinckney;
assisting them in negotiating a commercial treaty with
Great Britian. After thus spending a fortnight il

London, he proceeded to the Hague.

In July, 1797, he left the Hague to go to Portugal as

minister plenipotentiary. On his way to Portugal
upon arriving in London, he met with despatches
directing him to the court of Berlin, but requesting

him to remain in London until he should receive his

instructions. A\"hile waiting he was married to ar,

American lady to whom he had been previously en-

gaged,—Miss Louisa Catherine Johnson, daughter

of Mr. Joshua Johnson, American consul in London
a lady endownd with that beauty and those accom-
plishment which eminently fitted her to move in tii«

elevated sphere for which she w*s t'o^a'-itied.



JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

He reached Berlin with his wife in November, 1797 ;

where he remained until Jidy, 1799, when, having ful-

filled all the purposes of his mission, he solicited his

recall.

Soon after his return, in 1802, he was chosen to

the Senate of Massachusetts, from Boston, and then

was elected Senator of the United States for six years,

from the 4th of March, 1S04. His reputation, his

ability and his experience, placed him immediately

among the most prominent and influential members
of that body. Especially did he sustain the Govern-

ment in its measures of resistance to the encroach-

ments of England, destroying our commerce and in-

sulting our flag. There was no man in America more
familiar with the arrogance of the British court upon

these points, and no one more resolved to present

a firm resistance.

In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the Pres-

idential chair, and he immediately nominated John
Quincy Adams minister to St. Petersburg. Resign-

ing his professorship in Harvard College, he embarked
at Boston, in August, 1809.

While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense stu-

dent. He devoted his attention to the language and
history of Russia; to the Chinese trade; to the

European system of weights, measures, and coins ; to

the climate and astronomical observations ; while he

kept up a familiar acquaintance with the Greek and
Latin classics. In all the universities of Europe, a

more accomplished scholar could scarcely be found.

All through life the Bible constituted an important

part of his studies. It was his rule to read five

chapters every day.

On the 4th of March, 1S17, Mr. Monroe took the

Presidential chair, and immediately appointed Mr.

Adams Secretary of State. Taking leave of his num-
erous friends in public and private life in Europe, he
sailed in June, 181 g, for the United States. On the

i8th of August, he again crossed the threshold of his

home in Quincy. During the eight years of Mr. Mon-
roe's administration, Mr. Adams continued Secretary

of State.

Some time before ihe close of Mr. Monroe's second
term of office, new candidates began to be presented

for the Presidency. The friends of Mr. Adams brought
forward his name. It was an exciting campaign.
Party spirit was never more bitter. Two hundred and
sixty electoral votes were cast. Andrew Jackson re-

ceived ninety-nine; John Quincy Adams, eighty-four;

William H. Crawford, forty-one; Henry Clay, thirty-

seven. As there was no choice by the people, the

question went to tlie House of Representatives. Mr.
Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and
he was elected.

The friends of all the disappointed candidates now
;ombined in a venomous and persistent assault upon
Mr. Adams. There is nothing more disgraceful in

*-lie oast history of our country than the abuse which

was poured in one uninterrupted stream, upon this

high-minded, upright, patriotic man. There never was
an administration more pure in principles, more con-
scientiously devoted to the best interests of the coun-

try, than that of John Quincy Adams; and never, per-

haps, was there an administration more unscrupu-
lously and outrageously assailed.

Mr. Adams was, to a very remarkable degree, ab-

stemious and temperate in his habits; always rising

early, and taking much exercise, ^\'hen at his home in

Quincy, he has been known to walk, before breakfast,

seven miles to Boston. In Washington, it was said

that he was the first man up in the city, lighting his

own fire and applying himself to work in his library

often long before dawn.

On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired

from the Presidency, and was succeeded by Andrew
Jackson. John C. Calhoun was elected Vice Presi-

dent. The slavery question now began to assume
ixjrtentous magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to

Quincy and to his studies, which he pursued with un-

abated zeal. But he was not long permitted to re-

main in retirement. In November, 1830, he was
elected representative to Congress. For seventeen

years, until his death, he occupied the post as repre-

sentative, towering above all his peers, ever ready to

do brave battle' for freedom, and winning the title of

"the old man eloquent." Upon taking his seat in

the House, he announced that he should hold him-
self bound to no party. Probably there never was a

member more devoted to his duties. He was \isually

the first in his place in the morning, and the last to

leave his seat in the evening. Not a measure could

be brought forward and escape his scrutiny. The
battle which Mr. Adams fought, almost singly, against

the proslavery party in the Government, was sublime

in its moral daring and heroism. For persisting in

presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery, he

was threatened with indictment by the grand jury,

with expulsion from the House, with assassination

but no threats could intimidate him, and his final

triumph was complete.

It has been said of President Adams, that when his

body was bent and his hair silvered liy the lapse of

fourscore years, yielding to the simple faith of a little

child, he was accustomed to repeat every night, liefore

he slept, the prajer which his mother taught him in

his infant years.

On the 2istof February, 1848, he rose on the floor

of Congress, with a paper in his hand, to address the

speaker. Suddenly he fell, again stricken by paraly

sis, and was caught in the arms of those around him.

For a time he was senseless, as he was conveyed to

the sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious-

ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around and

said " This is the endof earth ;"\.\\en after a moment's

pause he added, ^^ I am content" These were the

last words of the grand "Old Man Eloquent."
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NDREW JACKSON, the

seventh President of the

United States, was born in

Waxhaw settlement, N. C,

March 15, 1767, a few days

after his father's death. His

parents were poor emigrants

from Ireland, and took up

their abode in Waxhaw set-

tlement, where they lived in

deepest poverty.

Andrew, or Andy, as he was

universally called, grew up a very

rough, rude, turbulent boy. His

features were coarse, his form un-

gainly; and there was but very

little in his character, made visible, which was at-

tractive.

When only thirteen years old he joined the volun-

teers of Carolina against the British invasion. In

1781, he and his brother Robert were captured and

imprisoned for a time at Camden. A British officer

ordered him to brush his mud-spattered boots. " I am
a prisoner of war, not your servant," was the reply of

the dauntless boy.

The brute drew his sword, and aimed a desperate

dIow at the head of the helpless young prisoner.

Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two fear-

ful gashes,—one on the hand and the other upon the

head. The officer then turned to his brother Robert

with the same demand. He also refused, and re-

ceived a blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite

disabled him, and which probably soon after caused

his death. They suffered much other ill-treatment, and

were finally stricken with the small-pox. Their

mother was successful u\ obtaining their exchange.

and took her sick boys home. After a long illnoss.

Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother soon

left him entirely friendless.

Andrew supported himself in various ways, sichas

working at the saddler's trade, teaching school and

clerking in a general store, until 1784, when he

entered a law office at Salisbury, N. C. He, however,

gave more attention to the wild amusements of the

times than to his studies. In 1788, he was appointed

solicitor for the western district of North Carolina, of

which Tennessee was then a part. This involved

many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of

every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear,

and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirmish'

with the Sharp Knife.

In 1791, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman who
supposed herself divorced from her former husband.

Great was the surprise of both parties, two years later,

to find that the conditions of the divorce had just been

definitely settled by the first husband. The marriage

ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur-,

rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr.

Jackson into disfavor.

During these years he worked hard at his profes

sion, and frequently had one or more duels on hand,

one of which, when he killed Dickenson, was espec-

ially disgraceful.

In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee then

containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the

people met in convention at Knoxville to frame a con-

stitution. Five were sent from each of the eleven

counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegates.

The new State was entitled to but one member io

the National House of Representatives. Andrew JacTc-

son was chosen that member. Mounting his horse he

rode to Philedelphia, where Congress then held its
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sessions,—a distance of about eight hundred miles.

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo-
cratic party. Jefferson was his idol. He admired

Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr.

Jackson took his seat. Gen. Washington, whose

second term of office was then expiring, delivered his

last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a

complimentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson

did not approve of the address, and was one of the

twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to

say that Gen. Washington's adminstration had been
" wise, firm and patriotic."

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States

Senate in rygy, but soon resigned and returned home.

Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court

of his State, which position he held for six years.

When the war of 1812 with Great Britian com-

menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair.

Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was

an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who
would do credit to a commission if one were con-

ferred upon him. Just at that time Gen. Jackson

jfifeted his services and those of twenty-five hundred

volunteers. His offer was accepted, and the troops

were assembled at Nashville.

As the British were hourly expected to make an at-

tack u[>on New Orleans, where Gen. Wilkinson was

in command, he was ordered to descend the river

with fifteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. The
expedition readied Natchez; and after a delay of sev-

eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything,

the men were ordered back to their homes. But the

energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire

devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him
golden opinions; and he became the most popular

man in the State. It was in this expedition that his

toughness gave him the nickname of "Old Hickory."

Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip Col.

Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman

made about his taking a part as second in a duel, in

which a younger brother of Benton's was engaged,

he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was
lingering upon a bed of suffering news came that the

Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from

Florida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set-

tlers, were committing the most awful ravages. De-
cisive action became necessary. Gen. Jackson, with

his fractured bone just beginning to heal, his arm in

a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis-

tance, gave his amazing energies to the raising of an
army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Alabama.

The Creek Indians had established a strong fort on
one of the bendsof the Tallapoosa River, near the cen-

ter of Alabama, about fifty miles below Fort Strother.

With an army of two thousand men. Gen. Jackson
traversed the pathless wilderness in a march of eleven

days. He reached their fort, called Tohopeka or

Horse-shoe, on the 27th of March. 1814. The l)end

of the river enclosed nearly one hundred acres oi

tangled forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow

neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast-

work of logs and brush. Here nine hundred warriors,

with an ample suplyof arms were assembled.

The fort was stormed. The fight was utterly des-

perate. Not an Indian would accept of quarter. When
bleeding and dying, they would fight those who en-

deavored to spare their lives. From ten in tlie morn-
ing until dark, the battle raged. The carnage was
awful and .revolting. Some threw themselves into the

river; but the unerring bullet struck their heads as

they swam. Nearly everyone of the nine hundred war-

rios were killed A few probably, in the night, swam
the river and escaped. This ended the war. The
power of the Creeks was broken forever. This bold

plunge into the wilderness, with its terriffic slaughter,

so appalled the savages, that the haggard remnants
of the bands came to the camp, begging for peace.

This closing of the Creek war enabled us to con-

centrate all our militia upon the British, who were the

allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will

than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian

campaign to so successful an issue Immediately he
was api>ointed major-general.

Late in August, with an army of two thousand
men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to

Mobile. A British fleet came from Pensacola, landed

a force upon the beach, anchored near the little fort,

and from both shii) and shore commenced a furious

assault The battle was long and doubtful. At length

one of the ships was blown up and the rest retired.

Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his little

army, he moved his troops to New Orleans,

And the battle of New C)rleans which soon ensued,

was in reality a very arduous campaign. This won
for Gen. Jackson an imperishable name. Here his

troops, which numbered about four thousand men,
won a signal victory over the British array of about
nine thousand. His loss was but thirteen, while the

loss of the British was two thousand six hundred.

The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to be men-
tioned in connection with the Presidency, but, in T824,

he was defeated by Mr. Adams. He was, however,
successful in the election of r828, and was re-elected

for a second term in 3832. In 1829, just before he
assumed the reins of the government, he met with

the most terrible affliction of his life in the death of

his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has

perhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of

her death he never recovered.

His administration was one of the most mc-morabie
in the annals of our countrj'; applaude^i oyone party,

condemned by the other. No man had more bitter

enemies or warmer friends. At the expiration of his

two terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, where
he died Tune 8, 1845. The last years of ^Ir. Jack-
son's life were that of a devoted Christian man.
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ARTIN VAN BUREN, the

eii^hth President of the

United States, was born at

Kinderhook, N. Y., Dec. 5,

1782. He died at the same

place, July 24, 1862. His

I
A >-

,1

body rests in the cemetery

" ''^/\/\^ ^'^ Kinderhook. Above it is

M^\ a ijlain granite shaft fifteen feet

W high, bearing a simple inscription

lU about half way up on one face.

w The lot is unfenced, unbordeied

or unbounded by shrub or flower.

There is but little in the life of Martin Van Buren

of romantic interest. He fought no battles, engaged

in no wild adventures. Though his life was stormy in

political and intellectual conflicts, and he gained many

signal victories, his days passed uneventful in those

incidents which give zest to biography. His an-

cestors, as his name indicates, were of Dutch origin,

and were among the earhest emigrants from Holland

to the banks of the Hudson. His father was a farmer,

residing in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother,

also of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel-

ligerxce and exemplary piety.

^•fe was decidedly a precocious boy, developing un-

usual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At the

age of fourteen, he had finished his academic studies

in his native village, and commenced the study of

law. As he had not a collegiate education, seven

years of study in a law-office were required of him

>)efore he could be admitted to the bar. Inspired with

Ji lofty ambition, and conscious of his powers, he pur-

sued his studies with indefatigable industry. After

spending si.\ years in an office in bis native village,

he went to the city of New York, and prosecuted hii

studies for the seventh year.

In 1803, Mr. Van Buren, then twenty-one years ol

age, commenced the practice of law in his native vil-

lage. The great conflict between the Federal and

Republican party was then at its height. Mr. Van
Buren was from the beginning a politician. He had,

perhaps, imbibed that spirit while listening to the

many discussions which had been carried on in his

father's hotel. He was in cordial sympathy with

Jefferson, and earnestly and eloquently espoused the

cause of State Rights ; though at that time the Fed-

eral party held the supremacy both in his town

and State.

His success and increasing ruputation led him

after six years of practice, to remove to Hudson, th.:

county seat of his county. Here he spent seven years,

constantly gaining strength by contending in ths

courts with some of the ablest men who have adorned

the bar of his State.

Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mi.

Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished for

beauty and accomplishments. After twelve shoit

years she sank into the grave, the victim of consump»

tion, leaving her husband and four sons to weep ovei

her loss. For twenty-five years, Mr. Van Buren was

an earnest, successful, assiduous lawyer. The record

of those years is barren in items of public interest.

In tSi 2, when thirty years of age, he was chosen to

the State Senate, and gave his strenuous support to

Mr. Madison's adminstration. In 1815, he was ap-

pointed Attorney-General, and the next year moved
to Albany, the capital of the State.

While he was ackno\v'ledged as one of the most
p. ominent leaders of the Democratic party, he had
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the moral courage to avow that true democracy did

not require that " universal suffrage " which admits

the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the right of

governing the State. In true consistency with his

democratic principles, he contended that, while the

path leading to the privilege of voting should be open

to every man without distinction, no one should be

invested with that sacred prerogative, unless he were

in some degree qualified for it by intelligence, virtue

and some property interests in the welfare of the

State.

In 182 I he was elected :. member of the United

States Senate; and in the same year, he took a seat

in the convention to revise the constitution of his

native State. His course in this convention secured

the approval of men of all [larties. No one could

doubt the singleness of his endeavors to promote the

interests of all classes in the community. In the

Senate of the United States, he rose at once to a

conspicuous position as an active and useful legislator.

In 1827, John Quincy Adams being then in the

Vresidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected to

ihe Senate. He had been from the beginning a de-

termined opposer of the Administration, adopting the

'State Rights" view in opposition to what was

deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adams.

Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governorof

the State of New York, and accordingly resigned his

^eat in the Senate. Probably no one in the United

States contributed so much towards ejecting John Q.

\dams from the Presidential chair, and placing in it

Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Van Buren. Whether

entitled to the reputation or not, he certainly was re-

garded throughout the United States as one of the

most skillful, sagacious and cunning of politicians.

It was supposed that no one knew so well as he how

to touch the secret springs of action; how to pull all

the wires to put his machinery in motion ; and how to

organize a political army which would, secretly and

steplthily accomplish the most gigantic results. By

these powers it is said that he outv/itted Mr. Adams,

Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, and secured results which

few thought then could be accomplished.

When Andrew Jackson was elected President he

apix<inted Mr. Van Buren Secretary of State. This

position he resigned in 183 1, and was immediately

appointed Minister to England, where he went the

same autumn. The Senate, however, when it met,
refused to ratify the nomination, and he returned

home, apparently untroubled ; was nominated Vice

President in the place of Calhoun, at the re-election

of President Jackson ; and with smiles for all and

frowns for none, he took his place at the head of that

Senate which had refused to confirm his nomination

as ambassador.

His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal of

President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated favor-

ite ; and this, probably more than any other cause,

secured his elevation to the chair of the Chief Execu

live. On the 20th of May, r836, Mr. Van Buren re-

ceived the Democratic nomination to succeed Gen.

Jackson as President of the United States. He was

elected by a handsome majority, to the delight of the

retiring President. " Leaving New York out of the

canvass," says Mr. Parton, "the election of Mr. Van

Buren to the Presidency was as much the act of Gen.

Jackson as though the Constitution had conferred

upon him the power to appoint a successor."

His administration was filled with exciting events.

The insurrection in Canada, which threatened to in-

volve this country in war with England, the agitation

of the slavery question, and finally the great commer-

cial panic which spread over the country, all were

trials to his wisdom. The financial distress was at-

tributed to the management of the Democratic party,

and brought the President into such disfavor that he

failed of re-election.

With the exception of being nominated for the

Presidency by the "Free Soil" Democrats, in 184S,

Mr. Van Buren lived quietly uixsn his estate until

his death.

He had ever been a prudent man, of frugal habits,

and living within his income, had now fortunately a

competence for his declining years. His unblemished

character, his commanding abilities, his unquestioned

patriotism, and the distinguished positions which he

had occupied in the government of our country, se-

cured to him not only the homage of his party, but

the respect ot the whole community. It was on the

4th of March, 1841, that Mr. Van Buren retired from

the presidency. From his fine estate at Lindenwald,

he still exerted a powerful influence upon the politics

of the country. From this time until his death, on

the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty years, he

resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of leisure, of

culture and of wealth; enjoying in a healthy old

age, probably far more happiness than he had before

experienced amid the stormy scenes of his active life.
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ILLIAM HENRY HARRI-
SON, the ninth President of

the United States, was born

at Berkeley, Va., Feb. 9, 1773.

His father, Benjamin Harri-

son, was in comparatively op-

ulent circumstances, and was

one of the most distinguished

men of his day. He was an

intimate friend of George

Washington, w as early elected

a member of the Continental

Congress, and was conspicuous

among the patriots of Virginia in

resisting the encroachments of the

British crown. In the celebrated

Congress of 1775, Benjamin Har-

rison and John Hancock were

both candidates for the office of

speaker.

Mr Harrison was subsequently

chosen Governor of Virginia, and

was twice re-elected. His son,

i William Henry, of course enjoyed

in childhood all the advantages which wealth and

intellectual and cultivated society could give. Hav-

ing received a thorough common-school education, he

entered Hampden Sidney College, where be graduated

with honor soon after the death of his father. He
then repaired to Philadelphia to study medicine under

the instructions of Dr. Rush and the guardianship of

Jobert Morris, both of whom were, with his father,

ligners of the Declaration of Independence.

Upon the outbreak of the Indian troubles, and not-

withstanding the 'emnnstrances of his friends, he

abandoned his medical studies and entered the army,

.laving obtained a commission of Ensign from Presi-

dent Washington. He was then but 19 years old.

From that time he passed gradually upward in rank

until he became aid to General Wayne, after whose
death he resigned his commission. He was then ap-

pointed Secretary of the North-western Territory. This

Territory was then entitled to but one member in

Congress and Capt. Harrison was chosen to fill that

position.

In the spring of 1800 the North-western Territory

was divided by Congress into two portions. The
eastern portion, comprising the region now embraced
in the State of Ohio, was called " The Territory

north-west of the Ohio." The western portion, which
included what is now called Indiana, Illinois and
Wisconsin, was called the "Indiana Territory." VVil.

liam Henry Harrison, then 27 years of age, was ap
pointed by John Adams, Governor of the Indiana

Territory, and immediately after, also Governor of

Upper Louisiana. He was thus ruler over almost as

extensive a realm as any sovereign upon the globe. He
was Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and was in-

vested with powers nearly dictatorial over the new
rapidly increasing white population. The ability and
fidelity with which he discharged these responsible

duties may be inferred from the fact that he was four

times appointed to this office—first by John Adams,
twice by Thomas Jefferson and afterwards by Presi-

dent Madison.

When he began his adminstration there were but

three white settlements in that almost boundless region,

now crowded with cities and resounding with all the

tumult of wealth and traffic. Oneof these settlements

was on the Ohio, nearly opposite Louisville; one at

Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the third a French

settlement.

The vast wilderness over which Gov. Harrisou

reigned was filled with many tribes of Indians. Aboin
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the year 1806, two extraordinary men, twin brothers,

of the Shawnese tribe, rose ;imong them. Oiie ot

these was called Tecumseh, or " The Crouching

Panther;" the other, Ollivvacheca, or "The Prophet."

Tecumseh was not only an Indian warrior, but a man
of great sagacity, far-reaching foresight and indomit-

able perseverance in any enterprise in which he might

engage. He was inspired with the higliest enthusiasm,

and had long regarded with dread and with hatred

the encroachment of the whites upon the hunting-

grounds of his fathers. His brother, the Prophet, was
anorator, who could sway the feelings of the untutored

Indian as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath which

they dwelt.

But the Prophet was not merely anorator: he was,

in the superstitious minds of the Indians, invested

with the superhuman dignity of a medicine-man or a

magician. With an enthusiasm unsurpassed by Peter

the Hermit rousing Europe to the crusades, he went
from tribe to tribe, assuming that he was specially sent

by the Great Spirit.

Gov. Harrison made many attempts to conciliate

the Indians, but at last the war came, and at Tippe-
canoe the Indians were routed with great slaughter.

October 28, 1812, his army began its march. When
near the Prophet's town three Indians of rank made
their appearance and impiired why Gov. Harrison was
approaching them in so hostile an attitude. After a

short conference, arrangements were made for a meet-
ing the next day, to agree upon terms of peace.

But Gov. Harrison was too well acquainted with

the Indian character to be deceived by such protes-

tations. Selecting a favorable spot for his night's en-

campment, he took every precaution against surprise.

His troops were posted in a hollow square, and slept

upon their arms.

The troops threw themselves upon the ground for

rest; but every man had his accourtrements on, his

loaded musket by his side, and his liayonet fixed. The
wakeful Governor, between three and four o'clock in

the morning, had risen, and was sitting in conversa-
tion with his aids by the embers of a waning fire. It

was a chill, cloudy morning with a drizzling rain. In
the darkness, the Indians had crept as near as possi-

ble, and j'_;st then, with a savage yell, rushed, with all

tlie desperation which superstition and passion most
highly inflamed could give, upon the left flank of the
little army. The savages had been amply provided
with guns and ammunition by the English. Their
war-whoop was accompained by a shower of bullets.

The camp-fires were instantly extinguished, as the
light aided the Indians in their aim. With hide-
tius yells, the Indian bands rushed on, not doubting a
speedy and an entire victory. liut Gen. Harrison's
troops stood as immovable as the rocks around them
until day dawned : they then made a simultaneous
charge with the bayonet, and swept every thing be-
fore them, and completely routing the foe,

Gov. Harrison now had all his energies tasked

to the utmost. The British descending from the Can

-

adas, were of themselves a very formidable force ; but

with their savage allies, rushing like wolves from the

forest, searching out every remote farm-house, burn-

ing, plundering, scalping, torturing, the wide frontier

was plunged into a state of consternation which even
the most vivid imagination can but faintly conceive.

The war-whoop was resounding everywhere in the

forest. The horizon was illuminated with the conflagra-

tion of the cabins of the settlers. Gen Hull had made
the ignominious surrender of his forces at Detroit.

Under these despairing circumstances. Gov. Harrison
was appointed by President Madison commander-in-
chief of the North-western army, with orders to retake

Detroit, and to protect the frontiers.

It would be difficult to place a man in a situation

demanding more energy, sagacity and courage; but

General Harrison was found equal to the position,

and nobly and triumphantly did he meet all the re-

sponsibilities.

He won the love of his soldiers by always sharing

with them their fatigue. His whole baggage, while'

pursuing the foe up the Thames, was carried in a

valise; and his bedding consisted of a single blanket

lashed over his saddle. Thirty-five British officers,

his prisoners of war, supped with him after the battle.

The only fare he could give them was beef roasted

before the fire, without bread or salt.

In 1816, Gen. Harrison was chosen a member of

the National House of Representatives, to represent

the District of Ohio. In Congress he proved an
active member; and whenever he spoke, it was with

force of reason and power of eloquence, which arrested

the attention of all the members.

In 1819, Harrison was elected to the Senate of

Ohio; and in 1824, as one of the presidential electors

of that State, he gave his vote for Henry Clay. The
same year he was chosen to the United States Senate.

In 1836, the friends of Gen. Harrison brought him
forward as a candidate for the Presidency against

Van Buren, but he was defeated. At the close of

Mr. Van Buren's term, he was re-nominated by his

party, and Mr. Harrison was unanimously nominated
by the Whigs, with John Tyler for the Vice Presidency.

The contest was very animated. Gen. Jackson gave
all his influence to prevent Harrison's election ; but
his triumph was signal.

The cabinet which he formed, with Daniel Webster
at its head as Secretary of State, was one of the most
brilliant with which any President had ever been
surrounded. Never were the prospects of an admin-
istration more flattering, or the hopes of the country

more sanguine. In the midst of these bright and
joyous prospects. Gen. Harrison was seized by a

pleurisy-fever and after a few days of violent sick-

ness, died on the 4th of April
;
just one month after

his inauguration as President of the U;iited States.
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He was born in Charles-city

Co., Va., March 29, 1790. He
was the favored child of af-

fluence and high social po-

sition. At the early age of

twelve, John entered William

and Mary College and grad-

uated with much honor when

but seventeen years old. After

graduating, he devoted him-

self with great assiduity to the

study of law, partly with his

father and partly with Edmund
Randolph, one of the most distin-

guished lawyers of Virginia.

At nineteen years of age, ne

commenced the practice of law.

His success was rapid and aston-

ishing. It is said that three

months had not elapsed ere there

was scarcely a case on the dock-

et of the court in which he was

hot retained. When but twenty-one vears of age, he

was almost unanimously elected to a seat in the State

Legislature. He connected himself with the Demo-
cratic party, and warmly advocated the measures of

Jefferson and Madison. For five successive years he

was elected to the Legislature, receiving nearly the

unanimous vote or his county.

When but twenty-six years of age, he was elected

a member of Congress. Here he acted earnestly and

ably with the Democratic party, opposing a national

bank, intemQi improvements by the General <^overn-

nient, a protective tariff, and advocatmg a strict con-

struction of the Constitution, and the most careful

vigilance over State rights. His labors in Congress

were so arduous that before the close of his second

term h; found it necessary to resign and retire to his

estate in Charles-city Co., to recruit his health. He,

however, soon after consented to take his seat in the

State Legislature, where his influence was powerful

in promoting public works of great utility. With a

reputation thus canstantly increasing, he was chosen

by a very large majority of votes. Governor of his

native State. His administration was signally a suc-

cessful one. His popularity secured his re-election.

John Randolph, a brilliant, erratic, half-crazed

man, then represented Virginia in the Senate of the

United States. A portion of the Democratic party

was displeased with Mr. Randolph's wayward course,

and brought forward John Tyler as his opponent,

considering him the only man in Virginia of sufficient

popularity to succeed against the renowned orator of

Roanoke. Mr. Tyler was the victor.

In accordance with his professions, upon taking his

seat in the Senate, he joined the ranks of the opposi-

tion. He opposed the tariff; he spoke against and

voted against the bank as unconstitutional ; he stren-

uously opposed all restrictions upon slavery, resist-

ing all projects of internal improvements by the Gen-
eral Government, and avowed his sympathy with Mr.

Calhoun's view of nullification
; he declared that Gen.

Jackson, by his opposition to the nullifiers, had
abandoned the principles of the Democratic party.

Such was Mr. Tyler's record in Congress,—a record

in perfect accordance vi-ith the principles which be

had always avowed.

Returning to Virginia, he resumed the practice of

his profession. Ther«' was a rplit in the Democratic
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/arty. His friends still regarded him as a true Jef-

fersonian, gave him a dinner, and showered compli-

ments upon him. He had now attained the age of

forty-si.\. His career had been very brilliant. In con-

sequence of his devotion to public business, his pri-

vate affairs had fallen into some disorder; and it was

not without satisfaction that he resumed the practice

of law, and devoted himself to the culture of his plan-

tation. .Soon after this he removed to Williamsburg,

for the better education of his children ; and he again

took his seat in the Legislature of Virginia.

By the Southern Whigs, he was sent to the national

convention at Harrisburg to nominate a President in

7839. The majority of votes were given to Gen. Har-

rison, a genuine Whig, much to the disappointment of

the South, who wished for Henry Clay. To concili-

ate the Southern Whigs and to secure their vote, the

convention then nominated John Tyler for Vice Pres-

ident. It was well known that he was not in sympa-

thy with the Whig party in the Noith : but the Vice

President has but very little power in the Govern-

ment, his main and almost only duty being to pre-

side over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it hap-

pened that a Whig President, and, in reality, a

Democratic Vice President were chosen.

In i84r, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice Presi-

dent of the United States. In one short month from

that time, President Harrison died, and Mr. Tyler

thus -:und himself, to his own surprise and that of

the whole Nation, an occupant of the Presidential

chair. This was a new test of the stability of our

institutions, as it was the first time in the history ofour

country that such an event had occured. Mr. Tyler

was at home in Williamsburg when he received the

unexpected tidings of the death of President Harri-

son. He hastened to Washington, and on the 6th of

April was inaugurated to the high and responsible

office. He was placed in a position of exceeding

delicacy and difficulty. All his long life he had been
opposed to tb.e main principles of the party which had
brought him into power. He had ever been a con-

sistent, honest man, with an unblemished record.

Gen. Harrison had selected a Whig cabinet. Should
he retain them, and thus surround himself with coun-
sellors whose views were antagonistic to his own? or,

on the other hand, should he turn against the party

which had elected him and select a cabinet in har-

mony with himself, and which would oppose all those
views which the Whigs deemed essential to the pub-
lic welfare? This was his fearful dilemma. He in-

vited the cabinet which President Harsrison had
selected to retain their seats. He reccommended a

day of fasting and prayer, that God would guide and
bless us.

The Whigs carried through Congress a bill for the

incorporation of a fiscal bank of the United States.

The President, after ten days' delay, returned it with

r.is veto. H^- «uegested, however, that he would

approve of a bill drawn up upon such a plan as he

proposed. Such a bill was accordingly prepared, and

privately submitted to him. He gave it his approval.

It was passed without alteration, and he sent it back
with his veto. Here commenced the open rupture.

It is said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas-
ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M,
Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who severely

touched the pride of the President.

The oi)position now exultingly received the Presi-

dent into their arms. The party which elected him
denounced him bitterly. AH the members of his

cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster, resigned. The Whigs
of Congress, both the Senate and the House, held a

meeting and issued an address to the people of the

United States, proclaiming that all political alliance

between the Whigs and President Tyler were at

an end.

Still the President attempted to conciliate. He
appointed a new cabinet of distinguished Whigs and
Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong party

men. Mr. \Vebster soon found it necessary to resign,

forced out by the pressure of his Whig friends. Thus
the four years of Mr. Tyler's unfortunate administra-

tion passed sadly away. No one was satisfied. The
land was filled with murmurs and vituperation. Whigs
and Democrats alike assailed him. More and more,

however, he brought himself into svmpathy with his

old friends, the Democrats, until atthe close of his term,

he gave his whole influence to the support of Mr.
Polk, the Democratic candidate for his successor.

On the 4th of March, 1845, he retired from the

harassments of office, tothe regret of neitherparty, and
probably to his own unspeakable lelief. His first wife,

Miss Letitia Christian, died in Washington, in 1842;
and in June, 1844, PresidentTyler wasagain married,

at New York, to Miss Julia Gardiner, a young lady of

many personal and intellectual accomplishments.

The remainder of his days Mr. Tyler passed mainly
in retirement at his beautiful home,—Sherwood For-

est, Charles-city Co., Va. A polished gentleman in

his manners, richly furnished with niformation from

books and experience in the world, and possessing

brilliant powers of conversation, his family circle was
the scene of untisual attractions. With sufficient

means for the exercise of a generous hospitality, he
might have enjoyed a serene old age with the few

friends who gathered around him, were it not for the

storms of civil war which his own principles and
policy had helped to introduce.

When the great Rebellion rose, which the State-

rights and nullifying doctrines of Mr. John C. Cal-

houn had inaugurated. President Tyler renounced his

allegiance to the United States, and joined the Confed-
erates. He was chosen a member of their Congress;
and while engaged in active measures to destroy, by
force of arms, the Government over which he had
once presided, he was taken sick and soon died.
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JAMES K» FOILK,

AMES K. POLK, the eleventh

^'sig^President of the United States,
K/, lai y^^^ born in Mecklenburg Co.,

N. C.,Nov. 2, 1795. His par-

ents were Samuel and Jane

(Knox) Polk, the former a son

of Col. Thomas Polk, who located

at the above place, as one of the

first pioneers, in 1735.

In the year i3o6, with his wife

and children, and soon after fol-

lowed by most of the members of

the Polk farnly, Samuel Polk emi-

grated some two or three hundred

miles farther west, to the rich valley

of the Duck River. Here in the

midst of the wilderness, in a region

which was subsequently called Mau-
ry Co., they reared their log huls,

and established their homes. In the

hard toil of a new farm in the wil-

derness, James K. Polk spent the

early years of his childhood and

youth. His father, adding the pur-

suit of a surveyor to that of a farmer,

gradually increased in wealth until

he became one of the leading men of the region. His

mother was a superior woman, of strong common
sense and earnest piety.

Very early in life, James developed a taste for

reading and expressed the strongest desire to obtain

a liberal education. His mother's training had made
him methodical in his habits, had taught him punct-

uality and industr)% and had inspired him with lofty

principles of morality. His health was frail ; and his

tather, fearing that he might not be able to endure a

sedentar)' life, got a situation for him behind the

counter, hoping to fit him for commercial pursuits.

This was to James a bitter disappointment. He
had no taste for these duties, and his daily tasks

were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this

uncongenial occupation but a few weeks, when at his

earnest solicitation his father removed hiai, and made
arrangements for him to prosecute his studies. Soon

after he sent him to Murfreesboro Academy. AV'ith

ardor which could scarcely be surpassed, he pressed

forward in his studies, and in less than two and a half

years, in the autumn of 181 5, entered the sophomore

class in the University of North Carolina, at Chapel

Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of

scholars, punctual in every exercise, never allowing

himself to be absent from a recitation or a religious

service.

He graduated in 1818, with the highest honors, be«

ing deemed the best scholar of his class, both in

mathematics and the classics. He was then twenty-

three years of age. Mr. Polk's health was at this

time much impaired by the assiduity with which he

had prosecuted his studies. After a short season of

relaxation he went to Nashville, and entered the

office of Felix Grundy, to study law. Here Mr. Polk

renewed his acquaintance with Andrew Jackson, who

resided on his plantation, the Hermitage, but a few

miles from Nashville. They had probably been

slightly acquainted before.

Mr. Polk's father was a Jeffersonian Republican,

and James K. Polk ever adhered to the same politi-

cal faith. He was a popular public speaker, and was

constantly called upon to address the meetings of his

party friends. His skill as a speaker was such that

he was popularly called the Napoleon of the stump.

He was a ma,n of unblemished morals, genial and
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courterus in his bearing, and with that sympathetic

nature in the jo) s and griefs of others which ever gave

him troops of friends. In 1823, Mr. Polk was elected

to the Legislature of Tennessee. Here he gave his

strong influence towards the election of his friend,

Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of the United States.

In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah

Childress, of Rutherford Co., Tenn. His bride was

altogether worthy of him,—a lady of beauty and cul-

ture. In the fall of 1825, Mr. Polk was chosen a

member of Congress. The satisfaction which he gave

to his constituents may be inferred from the fact, that

for fourteen successive years, until 1839, he was con-

tinued in that office. He then voluntarily withdrew,

only that he might accept the Gubernatorial chair

of Tennessee. In Congress he was a laborious

member, a frer]uent and a popular speaker. He was

always in his seat, always courteous; and whenever

he spoke it was always to tlie point, and without any

ambitious rhetorical display.

During five sessions of Congress, Mr. Polk was

Speaker of the House Strong passions were roused,

and stormy scenes were witnessed ; but Mr. Polk per-

formed his arduous duties to a very general satisfac-

'tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was

passed by the House as he withdrew on the 4th of

March, 1839.

In accordance with Soutliein usage, Mr. Polk, as a

candidate for Governor, canvassed the State. He was

elected by a large majority, and on the 14th of Octo-

ber, 1839, took the oath of office at Nashville. In 1841,

his term of office expired, and he was again the can-

didate of the Democratic party, but was defeated.

On the 4th of March, 1845, Mr. Polk was inaugur-

ated President of the United States. The verdict of

the country in favor of the annexation of Texas, exerted

its influence upon Congress ; and the last act of the

administration of President Tyler was to affix his sig-

nature to a joint resolution of Congress, passed on the

3d of March, approving of the annexation of Texas to

the American Union. As Mexico still claimed Texas

as one of her provinces, the Mexican minister,

Almonte, immediately demanded his passports and

left the country, declaring the act of the annexation

to be an act hostile to Mexico.

In his first message. President Polk urged that

Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be re-

ceived into the Union on the same footing with the

Other States. In the meantime, Gen. Taylor was sent

with an army into Texas to hold the country. He was

sent first to Nueces, which the Mexicans said was the

western boundary of Texas. Then he was sent nearly

two hundred miles further west, to the Rio Grande,

where he erected batteries which commanded the

Mexican city of Matamoras, which was situated on

the western banks.

The anticipated collision soon took place, and wai

was declared against Mexico by President Polk. The

war was pushed forward by Mr. Polk's administration

with great vigor. Gen. Taylor, whose army was first

called one of " observation," then of " occupation,'

then of " invasion, "was sent forward to Monterey. The

feeble Mexicans, in every encounter, were hopelessly

and awfully slaughtered. The day of judgement

alone can reveal the misery which this w&x caused.

It v^fas by the ingenuity of Mr. Polk's administration

that the war was brought on.

' To the victors belong the spoils." Mexico was

prostrate before us. Her capital was in our hands.

We now consented to peace upon the condition that

Mexico should surrender to us, in addition to Texas,

all of New Mexico, and all of Upper and Lower Cal-

ifornia. This new demand embraced, exclusive of

Texas, eight hundred thousand square miles. This

was an extent of territory equal to nine States of the

size of New York. Thus slavery was securing eighteen

majestic States to be add>ed to the LInion. There were

some Americans who thought it all right : there were

others who thought it all wrong. In the prosecution

of this war, we expended twenty thousand lives and

more than a hundred million of dollars. Of this

money fifteen millions were paid to Mexico.

On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Polk retired from

office, having served one term. The next day was

Sunday. On the 5th, Gen. Taylor was inaugurated

as his successor. Mr. Polk rode to the Capitol in the

same carriage with Gen. Taylor; and the same even-

ing, with Mrs. Polk, he commenced his return to

Tennessee. He was then but fifty-four years of age.

He had ever been strictly temperate in all his habits,

and his health was good. With an ample fortune,

a choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic ties

of the dearest nature, it seemed as though long years

of tranquility and happiness were before him. But the

cholera—that fearful scourge—was then sweeping up

the Valley of the Mississippi. This he contracted,

and died on the 15th of June, 1849, in the fiftv-fourth

year of his age, greatly mourned by his countrymen.
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ACHARY TAYLOR, twelfth

President of the United States,

was born on the 24th of Nov.,

1784, in Orange Co., Va. His

father, Colonel Taylor, was

a Virginian of note, and a dis-

5!gi^ tinguished patriot and soldier of

the Revolution. When Zachary

was an infant, his father with liis

wife and two children, emigrated

to Kentucky, where he settled in

the pathless wilderness, a few

miles from Louisville. In this front-

ier home, away from civilization and

all its refinements, young Z.achary

could enjoy but few social and educational advan-

tages. When six years of age he attended a common

school, and was then regarded as a bright, active boy,

cather remarkable for bluntness and decision of char-

acter He was strong, fearless and self-reliant, and

manifested a strong desire to enter the army to fight

the Lidians who were ravaging the frontiers. There

is little to be recorded of the uneventful years of his

childhood on his father's large but lonely plantation.

In 1808, his father succeeded in obtaining for him

the commission of lieutenant in the United States

army ; and he joined the troops which were stationed

at New Orleans under Gen. Wilkinson. Soon after

this he married Miss Margaret Smith, a young lady

from one of the first families of Maryland.

Immediately after the declaration of war with Eng-

land, in 18 12, Capt. Taylor (for he had then been

promoted to that rank) was put in command of Fort

Harrison, on the Wabash, about fifty miles above

Vincennes. This fort had been built in the wilder-

ness by Gen. Harrison,on his march to Tippecanoe.

It was one of the first points of attack by the Indians,

led by Tecumseh. Its garrison consisted of a broken

company of infantry numbering fifty men, many of

whom were sick.

Eariy in the autumn of i§i2, the Indians, stealthily,

and in large numbers, moved upon the fort. Their

approach was first indicated by the murder of two
soldiers just outside of the stockade. Capt. Taylor

made every possible preparation to meet the andci-

pated assault. On the 4th of September, a band of

forty painted and plumed savages came to the fort,

waving a white flag, and informed Capt. Taylor that

in the morning their chief would come to have a talk

with him. It was evident that their object was merely

to ascertain the state of things at the fort, and Capt.

Taylor, well versed in the wiles of the savages, kept

them at a distance.

The sun went down; the savages disappeared, the

garrison slept upon their arms. One hour before

midnight the war whoop burst from a thousand lips

in the forest around, followed by the discharge of

musketry, and the rush of the foe. Every man, sick

and well, sprang to his post. Every man knew that

defeat was not merely death, but in the case of cap-

ture, death by the most agonizing and prolonged tor-

ture. No pen can describe, no immagination can

conceive the scenes which ensued. The savages suc-

ceeded in setting fire to one of the block-houses-

Until si.x o'clock in the morning, this awful conflict

continued. The savages then, baffled at every point,

and gnashing their teeth with rage, retired. Capt.

Taylor, for this gallant defence, was promoted to the

rank of major by brevet.

Until the close of the war, MajorTaylor was placed

in such situations that he saw but little more of active

service. He was sent far away into the depths of the

wilderness, to Fort Crawford, on Fo.x River, which

empties into Green Bay. Here there was but little

to be done but to wear away the tedious hours as one

best could. There were no books, no society, no in-
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tellectual stimulus. Thus with him the uneventful

years rolled on Gradually he rose to the rank of

colonel. In the Black-Hawk war, which resulted in

the capture of that renowned chieftain, Col Taylor

took a subordinate but a brave and efficient part.

For twenty -four years Col. Taylor was engaged in

the defence of the frontiers, in scenes so remote, and in

(employments so obscure, that his name was unknown

'beyond the limits of his own immediate acquaintance.

In the year 1S36, he was sent to Florida to compel

the Seminole Indians to vacate that region and re-

tire beyond the Mississippi, as their chiefs by treaty,

iiac' promised they should do. The services rendered

heie secured for Col. Taylor the high appreciation of

the Government; and as a reward, he was elevated

tc :;he rank of brigadier-gei*eral by brevet ; and soon

after, in May, 1838, was appointed to the chief com-

mand of the United States troops in Florida.

After two years of such wearisome employment

amidst the everglades of the peninsula, Gen. Taylor

obtained, at his own request, a change of command,
and was stationed over the Department of the South-

west. This field embraced Louisiana, Mississippi,

Alabama and Georgia. Establishing his headquarters

at Fort Jessup, m Louisiana, he removed his family

to a plantation which he purchased, near Baton Rogue.

Here he remained for five years, buried, as it were,

from the world, but faithfully discharging every duty

J

imposed upon him.

In 1846, Gen. Taylor was sent to guard the land

between the Nueces and Rio Grande, the latter river

being the boundary of Texas, which was then claimed

iby the United States. Soon the war with Mexico
was brought on, and at Palo Alto and Resaca de la

Palma, Gen. Taylor won brilliant victories over the

Mexicans. The rank of major-general by brevet

was then conferred ujxjn Gen. Taylor, and his name
Was received with enthusiasm almost everywhere in

the Nation. Then came the battles of Monterey and
Buena Vista in which he won signal victories over

forces much larger than he commanded.

His careless habits of dress and his unaffected

simplicity, secured for Gen. Taylor among his troops,

l\\t sobriquet of "Old Rough and Ready.'

The tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena Vista

pread the wildest enthusiasm over the country. The
name of Gen. Taylor was on every one's lii^s. The
Whig party decided to take advantage of this wonder-
ful popularity in bringing forward the unpolished, un-

" "red, honest soldier as their candidate for the

t^residency. Gen. Taylor was astonislied at the an-

nouncement, and for a time would not listen to it; de-
claring that he was not at all qualified for such an
office. So little interest had he taken in politics that,

for forty years, he had not cast a vote. It was not

without chagrin that several distinguished statesmen
who had been long years in the public service found
*heir claims set aside in behalf of one whose name

had never been heard of, save in connection with Palo

Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey and Buena
Vista. It is said that Daniel Webster, in his haste re-

marked, " It is a nomination not fit to be made."
Gen. Taylor was not an eloquent speaker nor a fine

writer His friends took possession of him, and pre-

pared such few communications as it was needful

should be presented to the public. The popularity of

the successful warrior swept the land. He was tri-

umphantly elected over two opposing candidates,

—

Gen. Cass and E.x-President Martin Van Buren.

Though he selected an excellent cabinet, the good

old man found himself in a very uncongenial position,

and was, at times, sorely perplexed and harassed.

His mental suff'erings were very severe, and probably

tended to hasten his death. The pro-slavery party

was pushing its claims with tireless energy , expedi-

tions were fitting out to capture Cuba ; California was
pleading for admission to the Union, while slavery

stood at the door to bar her out. Gen. Taylor found

the political conflicts in Washington to be far more
trying to the nerves than batdes with Mexicans or

Indians

In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor,

after he had occupied the Presidential chair but little

over a year, took cold, and after a brief sickness of

but little over five days, died on the glh of July, 1850.

His last woids were, " I am not afraid to die. I am
ready. I have endeavored todomy duty." He died

universally respected and beloved. An honest, un-

pretending man, he had been steadily growing in the

affections of the people ; and the Nation bitterly la-

mented his death.

Gen. Scott, who was thoroughly acquainted with

Gen. Taylor, gave the following graphic and truthful

description of his character:
—

" With a good store of

common sense, Gen. Taylor's mind had not been en-

larged and refreshed by reading, or much converse

with the world. Rigidity of ideas was the conse-

quence. Tiie frontiers and small military posts had
been his home. Hence he was quite ignorant for his

rank, and quite bigoted in his ignorance. His sim-

plicity was child-like, and with innumerable preju-

dices, amusing and incorrigible, well suited to the

tender age. Thus, if a man, however respectable,

chanced to wear a coat of an unusual color, or his hat

a little on one side of his head; or an officer to leave

a corner of his handkerchief dangling from an out-

side pocket,—in any such case, this critic held the

offender to be a coxcomb (perhaps something worse),

whom he would not, to use his oft repeated phrase,

'touch with a pair of tongs.'

"Any allusion to literature beyond good old Dil-

worth's spelling-book, on the part of one wearing a

sword, was evidence, with the same judge, of utter

unfitness for heavy marchings and combats. In short-

few men have ever had a more comfortanie, '•j>>^t.

saving contempt for learning of every kind.''
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ILLARD FILLMORE, thir-

teenth President of the LInited

States, was born at Summer
Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y ., on

the yth of January, 1800. His

father was a farmer, and ow-

ing to misfortune, in humble cir-

cumstances. Of his mother, the

daughter of Dr. Abiathar Millard,

''% of Pittsfield, Mass., it has been

said that she possessed an intellect

of very high order, united with much
personal loveliness, sweetness of dis-

position, graceful manners and ex-

quisite sensibilities. She died in

1831 ; having lived to see her son a

' young man of distinguished prom-

ise, though she was not permitted to witness the high

dignity which he finally attained.

In consequence of the secluded home and limited

means of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender ad-

vantages for education in his early years. The com-

mon schools, which he occasionally attended were

very imperfect institutions; and books were scarce

and expensive. There was nothing then in his char-

acter to indicate the brilliant career upon which he

was about to enter. He was a plain farmer's boy,

intelligent, good-looking, kind-hearted. The sacred

influences of home had taught him to revere the Bible,

and had laid the foundations of an upright character.

When fourteen years of age, his father sent him

some hundred miles from home, to the then wilds of

Livingston County, to leam the trade of a clothier.

Near the mill there was a small villiage, where some

enterprising man had commenced the collection of a

village library. This proved an inestimable blessing

to young Fillmore. His evenings were spent in read-

ing. Soon every leisure moment was occupied with

books. His thirst fur knowledge became insatiate

and the selections which he made were continually

more elevating and instructive. He read history,

biography, oratory, and thus gradually there was en-

kindled in his heart a desire to be something more

than a mere worker with his hands; and he was be-

coming, almost unknown to himself, .1 well-informed,

educated man.

The young clothier had now attained the age of

nineteen years, and was of fine personal appearance

and of gentlemanly demeanor. It so happened that

there was a gentleman in the neighborhood of ample

pecuniary means and of benevolence,—Judge Walter

Wood,—who was struck with the prepossessing ap-

pearance of young Fillmore. He made his acquaint-

ance, and was so much impressed with his ability and

attainments that he advised him to abandon his

trade and devote himself to the study of the law. The

young man replied, that he had no means of his own,

no friends to help him and that his previous educa-

tion had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood had

so much confidence in him that he kindly offered to

take him into his own office, and to loan him such

money as he needed. Most gratefully the generous

offer was accepted.

There is in many minds a strange delusion about'

a collegiate education. .A. young man is supposed to

be liberally educated if he has graduated at some col-

lege. But many a boy loiters through university hall =

Hnd then enters a law office, who is by no means as
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well prepared to prosecute his legal studies as was

Millard Fillmore when he graduated at the clothing-

mill at the end of four years of manual labor, during

which every leisure moment had been devoted to in-

tense mental culture.

In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he v/as

admitted to the Court of Common Pleas. He then

went to the village of Aurora, and commenced the

practice of law. In this secluded, peaceful region,

his practice of course was limited, and there was no

opportunity for a sudden rise in fortune or in fame.

Here, in the year 1S26, he married a lady of great

moral worth, and one capable of adorning any station

she might be called to fill,—Miss Abigail Powers.

His elevation of character, his untiring industry,

his legal acquirements, and his skill as an advocate,

gradually attracted attention ; and he was invited to

enter into partnership under highly advantageous

circumstances, with an elder member of the bar in

Buffalo. Just before removing to Buffalo, in 1S29,

he took his seat in the House of Assembly, of the

State of New York, as a representative from Erie

County. Though he had never taken a very active

part in politics, his vote and his sympathies were with

the Whig party. The State was then Democratic,

and he found himself in a helpless minority in the

Legislature
, still the testimony comes from all parties,

that his courtesy, ability and integrity, won, to a very

unusual degree the respect of his associates.

In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a seat in

the United States Congress He entered that troubled

arena in some of the most tumultuous hours of our

national history. The great conflict respecting the

national bank and the removal of the deposits, was

then raging.

His term of two years closed ; and he returned to

his profession, which he pursued with increasing rep-

utation and success. After a lapse of two years

he again became a candidate for Congress ; was re-

elected, and took his seat in 1837. His past expe-

rience as a representative gave hmi stiength and

confidence. The first term of service in Congress to

any man can be but little more than an introduction.

He was now prepared for active duty. All his ener-

gies were brought to bear upon the public good. Every

measure received his impress.

Mr. Fillmore was now a man of wide repute, and
his popularity filled the State, and in the year 1847,
he was elected Comptroller of the State.

Mr. Fillmore had attained the age of forty-seven

years. His labors at the bar, in the Legislature, in

Congress and as Comptroller, had given him very con-

siderable fame. The Whigs were casting about to

find suitable candidates for President and Vice-Presi-

dent at the approaching election. Far away, on the

waters of the Rio Grande, there was a rough old

soldier, who had fought one or two successful battles

with the Mexicans, which had caused his name to be

proclaimed in tiumpet-tones all over the land. But

it was necessary to associate with him on the same

ticket some man of reputation as a statesman.

Under the influence of these considerations, the

namesofZachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became

the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their candidates for

President and Vice-Peesident. The Whig ticket vi'as

signally triumphant. On the 4th of March, 1849,

Gen. Taylor was inaugurated President, and Millard

Fillmore Vice-President, of the United States.

On the 9th of July, 1850, President Taylor, but

about one year and four months after his inaugura

tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the Con-

stitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus became Presi-

dent. He appointed a very able cabinet, of which

the illustrious Daniel Webster was Secretary of State.

Mr. Fillniore had very serious difficulties to contend

with, since the opposition had a majority in both

Houses. He did everything in his power to conciliate

the South; but the pro-slavery party in the South felt

the inadequacy of all measuresof transient conciliation.

The population of the free States was so rapidly in-

creasing over that of the slave States that it was in-

evitable that the power of the Government sliould

soon pass into the hands of the free States. Tiie

famous compromise measures were adopted under Mr.

Fillmore's adminstration, and the Japan Expedition

was sent out. On the 4th of March, 1853, Mr. Fill-

more, having served one term, retired.

In 1856, Mr. Fillmore was nominated for the Pres-

idency by the " Know Nothing " party, but was beaten

by Mr. Buchanan. After that Mr. Fillmore lived in

retirement. During the terrible conflict of civil war,

he was mostly silent. It was generally supposed that

his sympathies were rather with those who were en-

deavoring to overthrow our institutions. President

Fillmore kept aloof from the conflict, without any
cordial words of cheer to the one party or the other.

He was thus forgotten by both. He lived to a ripe

old age, and died in Buffalo. N. Y., March 8, 1874.
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RANKLIN PIERCE, the

fourteenth President of the

United States, was born in

Hillsborough, N. H., Nov.

23, 1804. His father was a

Revolutionary soldier, who,

with his own strong arm,

hewed out a home in the

wilderness. He was a man
of inflexible integrity; of

strong, though uncultivated

mind, and an uncompromis-

ing Democrat. The mother of

Franklin Pierce was all that a son

could desire,—an intelligent, pru-

dent, affectionate. Christian wom-

an. Franklin was the sixth of eight children.

Franklin was a very bright and handsome boy, gen-

erous, warm-hearted and brave. He won alike the

love of old and young. The boys on the play ground

loved him. His teachers loved him. The neighbors

looked upon him with pride and affection. He was

by instinct a gentleman; always speaking kind words,

doing kind deeds, with a peculiar unstudied tact

which taught him what was agreeable. Witliout de-

veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural

devotion to books, he was a good scholar ; in body,

in mind, in affections, a finely-developed boy.

When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820, he

entered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me He was

one of the most popular young men in the college.

The purity of his moral character, the unvarying

courtesy of his demeanor, his rank as a scholar, and

genial nature, rendered him a universal favorite.

There was something very peculiarly winning in his

address, and it was evidently not in the slightest de-

gree studied : it was the simple outgushing of his

own magnanimous and loving nature.

Upon graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin Pierce

commenced the study of law in the office of Judge

Woodbury, one of the most distinguished lawyers of

the State, and a man of great private worth. The
eminent social qualities of the young lawyer, his

father's prominence as a public man, and the brilliant

political career into which Judge Woodbury was en-

tering, all tended to entice Mr. Pierce into the faci-

nating yet perilous path of political life. With all

the ardor of his nature he espoused the cause of Gen.

Jackson for the Presidency. He commenced the

practice uf law in Hillsborough, and was soon elected

to represent the town in the State Legislature. Here

he served for four yeais. The last two years he was

chosen speaker of the house by a very large vote.

In 1833, at the age of twenty-nine, he was elected

a member of Congress. Without taking an active

part in debates, he was faithful and laborious in duty,

and ever rising in the estimation of those with whom
he was associatad.

In 1837, being then but thirty-three years of age,

he was elected to the Senate of the United States;

taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren commenced
his administration. He was the youngest member in

the Senate. In the year 1834, he married Miss Jane

Means Appleton, a lady of rare beauty and accom-

plishments, and one admirably fitted to adorn every

station with which her husband was honoied. Of the
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three sons who were born to them, all now sleep with

their parents in the grave.

In the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing fame

and increasing business as a lawyer, took up his

residence in Concord, the capital of New Hampshire.

President Polk, upon his accession to office, appointed

Mr. Pierce attorney-general of the United States ; but

the offer was declined, in consequence of numerous

professional engagements at home, and the precariuos

state of Mrs. Pierce's health. Pie also, about the

same time declined the nomination for governor by the

Democratic party. The war with Mexico called Mr.

Pierce in the army. Receiving the appointment of

brigadier-general, he embarked, with a portion of his

troops, at Newport, R. I., on the 27th of May, 1847.

He took an important part in this war, proving him-

self a brave and true soldier.

When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his native

State, he was received enthusiastically by the advo-

cates of the Mexican war, and coldly by his oppo-

nents. He resumed the practice of his profession,

very frequently taking an active part in political ques-

tions, giving his cordial support to the pro-slavery

wing of the Democratic party. The compromise

measures met cordially with his approval; and he

strenuously advocated the enforcement of the infa-

mous fugitive-slave law, which so shocked the religious

sensibilities of the North. He thus became distin-

guished as a "Northern man witir Southern principles.''

The strong partisans of slavery in the South conse-

quently regarded him as a man whom they could

safely trust in office to carry out their plans.

On the i2th of June, 1852, the Democratic conven-

tion met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate for the

Presidency. For four days they continued in session,

and in thirty-five ballotings no one had obtained a

two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus far had been thrown

for Gen. Pierce. Then the Virginia delegation

brought forward his name. There were fourteen

more ballotings, during which Gen. Pierce constantly

gained strength, until, at the forty-ninth ballot, he

received two hundred and eighty-two votes, and all

other candidates eleven. Gen. Winfield Scott was
the Whig candidate. Gen. Pierce was chosen with

great unanimity. Only four States—Vermont, Mas-
sachusetts, Kentucky and Tennessee— cast their

electoral votes against him Gen. Franklin Pierce
was therefore inaugurated President of the United
States on the 4th of March, 1853.

His administration proved one of the most stormy our

country had ever experienced. The controversy be

tween slavery and freedom was then approaching its

culminating point. It became evident that there was

an "irrepressible conflict" between them, and that

this Nation could not long exist " half slave and half

free." President Pierce, during the whole of his ad-

ministration, did every thing he could to conciliate

the South ; but it was all in vain. The conflict every

year grew more violent, and threats of the dissolution

of the Union were borne to the North on every South-

ern breeze.

Such was the condition of affairs when President

Pierce approached the close of his four-years' term

of office. The North had become thoroughly alien-

ated from him. The anti-slavery sentiment, goaded

by great outrages, had been rapidly increasing; all

the intellectual ability and social worth of President

Pierce were forgotten in deep reprehension of his ad-

ministrative acts. The slaveholders of the South, also,

unmindful of the fidelity with which he had advo-

cated those measures of Government which they ap-

proved, and perhaps, also, feeling that he had

rendered himself so unpopular as no longer to be

able accejitably to serve them, ungratefully dropped

him, and nominated James Buchanan to succeed him.

On the 4th of March, 1857, President Pierce re-

tired to his home in Concord. Of three children, two

had died, and his only surviving child had been

killed before his eyes by a railroad accident ; and Iris

wife, one of the most estimable and accomplished of

ladies, was rapidly sinking in consumption. The

hour of dreadful gloom soon came, and he was left

alone in the world, without wife or child.

When the terrible Rebellion burst forth, which di-

vided our country into two parties, and two only, Mr.

Pierce remained steadfast in the principles which he

had always cherished, and gave his sympathies to

that pro-slavery party with which he had ever been

allied. He declined to do anything, either by voice

or pen, to strengthen the hand of the National Gov-

ernment. He continued to reside in Concord until

the time of his death, which occurred in October,

1869. He was one of the most genial and social of

men, an honored communicant of the P'piscopai

Church, and one of the kindest of neighbors. Gen-

erous to a fault, he contributed liberally for tlie al-

leviation of suffering and want, and many of his towns-

people were often gladened by his material bounty.
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AMES BUCHANAN, the fif-

teenth President of the United

States, was born in a small

frontier town, at the foot of the

eastern ridge of the Allegha-

nies, in Franklin Co., Penn., on

the 23d of April, 1791. The place

where the humble cabin of his

father stood was called Stony

Batter. It was a wild and ro-

mantic spot in a gorge of the moun-

tains, with towering summits rising

grandly all around. His father

was a native of the north of Ireland

;

a poor man, who had emigrated in

1783, with little property save his

own strong arms. Five years afterwards he married

Elizabeth Spear, the daughter of a respectable farmer,

and, with his young bride, plunged into the wilder-

ness, staked his claim, reared his log-hut, opened a

clearing with his axe, and settled down there to per-

form his obscure part in the drama of life. In this se-

cluded home, where James was born, he remained

for eight years, enjoying but few social or intellectual

advantages. When James was eight years of age, his

father removed to the village of Mercersburg, where

his son was placed at school, and commenced a

course of study in English, Latin and Greek. His

progress was rapid, and at the age of fourteen, he

entered Dickinson College, at Carlisle. Here he de-

veloped remarkable talent, and took his stand among

the first scholars in the institution. His application

"to study was intense, and yet his native powers en-

•-< m^-

abled him to master the most abstruse subjects wi
'

facility.

In the year 1S09, lie graduated with the highest

honors of his clas^. He was then eighteen years of

age; tall and graceful, vigorous in health, fond of

athletic sport, an unerring shot, and enlivened with

an exuberant flow of animal spirits. He immediately

commenced the study of law in the city of Lancaster,

and was admitted to the bar in 181 2, when he was

but twenty-one years of age. Very rapidly he rose

in his profession, and at once took undisputed stand

with the ablest lawyers of the State. When but

twenty-six years of age, unaided by counsel, he suc-

cessfully defended before the State Senate ore of the

judges of the State, who was tried upon articles of

impeachment. At the age of thirty it was generally

admitted that he stood at the head of the bar; and

there was no lawyer in the State who had a more b.i-

crative practice.

In 1820, he reluctantly consented to run as a

candidate for Congress. He was elected, and for

ten years he remained a member of the Lower House.

During the vacations of Congress, he occasionally

tried some important case. In 1S31, he retired

altogether from the toils of his profession, having ac-

quired an ample fortune.

Gen. Jackson, upon his elevation to the Presidency,

appointed Mr. Buchanan minister to Russia. The

duties of his mission he performed with ability, which

gave satisfaction to all parties. Upon his return, in

1833, he was elected to a seat in the United States

Senate. He there met, as his associates, Webster,

Clay, Wright and Calhoun. He advocated the meas-

ures proposed by President Jackson, cf m^ir/ng repri-
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sals against France, to enforce the payment of our

claims against that country; and defended the course

of the President in his unprecedented and wholesale

removal from office of those who were not tlie sup-

porters of his administration. Upon this ([uestion he

was brought into direct collision with Henry Clay.

He also, with voice and vote, advocated expunging
from the journal of the Senate the vote of censure

against Gen. Jaciison for removing the deposits.

Earnestly he opposed the abolition of slavery in the

District of Columbia, and urged the prohibition of the

circulation of anti-slavery documents by the United

States mails.

As to petitions on tlie subject of slavery, he advo-

cated tliat they should be respectfully received; and
that the reply should be returned, that Congress had
no power to legislate upon the subject. " Congress,"

said he, " might as well undertake to interfere with

slavery under a foreign government as in any of the

States where it now exists."

Upon Mr. Polk's accession to the Presidency, Mr.

Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as such,

took his share of the responsibility in the conduct of

the Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed that crossing

the Nueces by the American troops into the disputed
territory was not wrong, but for the Mexicans to cross

the Rio Crande into that territory was a declaration

of war. No candid man can read with pleasure the

account of the course our Government pursued in that

movement

Mr. Buchanan identified himself thoroughly with

the party devoted to the pc^-petuation and extension
of slavery, and brought all the energies of his mind
to iiear against tlie W'ilmot Proviso. He gave his

cordial approval to the compromise measures of iS^o,
which included the fugitive-slave law, Mr. Pierce,

upon his election to the Presidency, honored Mr.
Buchanan with the mission to England.

In the year 1856, a national Democratic conven-
tion nominated Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency. The
political conflict was one of the most severe in which
our country has ever engaged. All the friends of
slavery were on one side; all the advocates of its re-

striction and final abolition, on the other. Mr. Fre-
mont, the candidate of the enemies of slavery, re-

ceived 114 electoral votes. Mr. Buchanan received

174, and was elected. The popular vote stood

1,340,618, for Fremont, 1,224,750 for Buchanan. On
March 4th, 1857, Mr. Buchanan was inaugurated.

Mr. Buchanan was far advanced in life. Only four
vears were wanting to fill up his threescore years and
ten. His own friends, those with whom he had been
allied in political jjrinciples and action for years, were
seeking the destruction of the Government, that they
might rear upon the ruins of our free institutions a

nation whose corner-stone should be human slavery.
In this emergency, Mr. Buchanan was hopelessly be-
wildered He could not, with his long-avowed prin-

ciples, consistently oppose the State-rights party in

their assumptions. As President of the United States,

bound by his oath faithfully to administer the laws.

he could not, without perjury of the grossest kind,

unite with those endeavoring to overthrow the repub-

lic. He therefore did nothing.

The opponents of Mr. Buchanan's administration

nominated Abraham Lincoln as their standard bearer

in the next Presidential canvass. The pro-slavery

party declared, that if he were elected, and the con-
trol of the Government were tluis taken from their

hands, they would secede from the Union, taking

with them, as they retired, the National Capitol at

Washington, and the lion's share of the territory of

the United States.

Mr. Buchanan's sympathy with the pro-slaver>'

party was such, that he had been willing to offer them
far more than they had ventured to claim. All the

South had professed to ask of the North was non-
intervention upon the subject of slavery. Mr. Bu-
chanan had been ready to offer them the active co-

operation of the Government to defend and extend
the institution.

As the storm increased in violence, tlie slaveholders

claiming the right to secede, and Mr. Buchanan avow-
ing that Congress had no power to prevent it, one of

the most pitiable exhibitions of governmental im-
becility was exhibited the world has ever seen. He
declared that Congress had no power to enforce its

laws in any State which had withdrawn, or which
was attempting to withdraw from the Union. This
was not the doctrine of Andrew Jackson, when, with

his hand upon his sword-hilt, he exclaimed, " The
Union must and shall be preserved!"

South Carolina seceded in December, i860; nearly

three months before the inauguration of President

Lincoln. Mr. Buchanan looked on in listless despair.

The rebel flag was raised in Charleston ; Fort Sumpter
was besieged; our forts, navy-yards and arsenals

were seized ; our depots of military stores were plun-

dered ; and our custom-houses and post-offices were
appropriated by the rebels.

The energy of the rebels, and the imbecility of our

Executive, were alike marvelous. The Nation looked
on in agony, waiting for the slow weeks to glide away,
and close the administration, so terrible in its weak-
ness At length the long-looked-for hour of deliver-

ance came, when Abraham Lincoln was to receive the

scepter.

The administration of President Buchanan was
certainly the most calamitous our country has ex-

perienced. His best friends cannot recall it with
pleasure. And still more deplorable it is for his fame,
that in that dreadful conflict which rolled Its billows

of flame and blood over our whole land, no word came
from his lips to indicate his wish that our country's

banner should trium]ih over the flag of the rebellion

He died at his Wheatland retreat, June i, i868.
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BRAHAM LINCOLN, the

sixteenth President of the

i^^United States, was born in

Hardin Co., Ky., Feb. 12,

i8og. About the year 1780, a

"^ man by the name of Abraham
Lincohi left Virginia with his

family and moved into the then

wilds of Kentucky. Only two years

after this emigration, still a young
man, while working one day in a

* field, was stealthily approached by

an Indian and shot dead. His widow
was left in extreme poverty with five

little children, three boys and two
girls. Thomas, the youngest of the

boys, was four years of age at his

father's death. This Thomas was
the father of Abraham Lincoln, the

President of the United States

whose name must henceforth fcever be enrolled

with the most prominent in the annals of our world.

Of course no record has been kept of the life

of one so lowly as Thomas Lincoln. He was among
the poorest of the poor. His home was a wretched

log-cabin ; his food the coarsest and the meanest.

Education he had none; he could never either read

or write. As soon as he was able to do anything for

himself, he was compelled to leave the cabin of his

starving mother, and push out into the world, a friend-

less, wandering boy, seeking work. He hired him-
self out, and thus spent the whole of his youth as a

?iborer in the fields of others.

When twenty-eight years of age he liuili a log-

^ cabin of his own, and married Nancy Hanks, the

daughter of another family of poor Kentucky emi-
grants, who had also come from Virginia. Their
second child was Abraham Lincoln, the subject of
this sketch. The mother of Abraham was a noble
woman, gentle, loving, pensive, created to adorn

a palace, doomed to toil and pine, and die in a hovel.

"All (hat I am, or hope to be," exclaims the grate-

ful son " I owe to my angel-mother.

When he was eight years of age, his father sold his

cabin and small farm, and moved to Indiana Wher=
two years later his mother died.

Abraham soon became the scribe of the uneducated
community around him. He could not have had a

better school than this to teach him to put thoughts
into words. He also became an eager reader. The
books he could obtain were few ; but these he "-ead

and re-read until they were almost conimittfH to

memory.

As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly family

was the usual lot of humanity. There were joys and
griefs, weddings and funerals. Abraham's sistn

Sarah, to whom he was tenderly attached, was mai
ried when a child of but fourteen years of age, and
soon died. The family was gradually scattered. Mr
Thomas Lincoln sold out his squatter's claim in 1S30
and emigrated to Macon Co., 111.

Abraham Lincoln was then twenty-one years of age.

With vigorous hands he aided his father in rearing

another log-cabin. Abraham worked diligently at this

until he saw the family comfortably settled, and theii

small lot of enclosed prairie planted with corn, when
he announced to his father his intention to leave

home, and to go out into the world and seek his for-

tune. Little did he or his friends imagine how bril-

liant that fortune was to be. He saw the value ol

education and was intensely earnest to improve his

mind to the utmost of his power. He saw the ruin

which ardent spirits were causing, and became
strictly temperate; refusing to allow a dro[) of intoxi-

cating liquor to pass his lips. And he had read in

God's word, "Thou shall not take the name of the.

Lord thy God in ' ,..;" and a profane expression he
was never heard to utter. Religion he revered. His
morals were pure, and he was uncontaminated by a

single vice.

Young Abraham worl. xl for a tipie as a hired laborei

among the farmers. Ihen he went to Springfield,

where he was employed in building a large flat-boat.

In this he took a herd of swine, floated them down
the Sangamon to the Illinois, and thence by the Mis-

sissippi to New Orleans. Whatever Abraham Lin-

coln undertook, he performed so faithfully as to give

great satisfaction to his employers. In this adven.
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ture his employers were so well pleased, that upon

his return they placed a store and mill under his care.

In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk war, he

enlisted and was chosen captain of a company. He
returned to Sangamon County, and although only 23

years of age, was a candidate for the Legislature, but

was defeated. He soon after received from Andrew

Jackson the appointment of Postmaster of New Salem,

His only post-office was his hat. All the letters he

received he carried there ready to deliver to those

he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and soon

made this his business. In 1834 he again became a

candidate for the Legislature, and was elected Mr.

Stuart, of Springfield, advised him to study law. He
walked from New Salem to Springfield, borrowed of

Mr. Stuart a load of books, carried them back and

began his legal studies. When the Legislature as-

sembled he trudged on foot with his pack on his back

one hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In

1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature. Here it

was he first met Stephen A. Douglas. In 1839 he re-

moved to Springfield and began the practice of law.

His success with the jury was so great that he was

soon engaged in almost every noted case in the circuit.

In 1S54 the great discussion began between Mr.

Lincoln and Mr. Douglas, on the slavery (piestion.

In the organization of the Republican party in Illinois,

in 1856, he took an active part, and at once became
one of the leaders in that party. Mr. Lincoln's

speeches in opposition to Senator Douglas in the con-

test in 1858 for a seat in the Senate, form a most

notable part of his history. The issue was on the

slavery question, and he took the broad ground of

;he Declaration of Independence, that all men are

created equal. Mr. Lincoln was defeated in this con-

test, but won a far higher prize.

The great Republican Convention met at Chicago

on the i6th of June, i860. The delegates and
strangers who crowded the city amounted to twenty-

five thousand. An immense building called " The
Wigwam," was reared to accommodate the Conven-
tion. There were eleven candidates for whom votes

were thrown. William H. Seward, a man whose fame
as a statesman had long filled the land, was the most
prominent. It was generally supposed he would lie

the nominee. Abraham Lincoln, however, received

the nomination on the third ballot. Little did he then

dream of the weary years of toil and care, and the

bloody death, to which that nomination doomed him

:

and aslittledid hedream that he was to render services

to his country, which would fi.x upon him the eyes of

the whole civilized world, and which would give him
a place in the affections of his countrymen, second

only, if second, to that of Washington.

Election day came and Mr. Lincoln received rSo

electoral votes out of 203 cast, and was, therefore,

constitutionally elected President of the United States.

The tirade of abuse that was poured upon this good

and merciful man, especially by the slaveholders, was
greater than upon any other man ever elected to this

high position. In February, 1861, Mr. Lincoln started

for Washington, stopiiing in all the large cities on his

way making speeches. The whole journey was frought

with much danger. Many of the Southern States had
already seceded, and several attempts at assassination

were afterwards brought to light. A gang in Balti-

more had arranged, upon his arrival to" get u|) a row,"

and iu the confusion to make sure of his death with

revolvers and hand-grenades. A detective unravelled

the plot. A secret and special train was provided to

take him from Harrisburg, through Baltimore, at an

unexpected hour of the night. The train started at

half-past ten ; and to prevent any possible communi-
cation on the part ot the Secessionists with their Con-
federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train haa
started the telegraph-wires were cut. Mr. Lincoln

reached Washington in safety and was inaugurated,

although great anxiety was felt by all loyal people.

In tlie selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave
to Mr. Seward the Department of State, and to other

prominent opponents before the convention he gave
important positions.

During no other administration have the duties

devolving upon the President been so manifold, and
the responsibilities so great, as those which fell to

the lot of President Lincoln. Knowing this, and
feeling his own weakness and inability to meet, and in

his own strength to cope with, the difficulties, he

learned early to seek Divine wisdom and guidance in

determining his plans, and Divine comfort in all his

trials, bo^h personal and national. Contrary to his

own estimate of himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the

most courageous of men. He went directly into the

rebel capital just as the retreating foe was leaving,

with no guard but a few sailors. From the time he

had left Springfield, in 1861, however, plans had been
made fur his assassination, and he at last fell a victim

to one of them. April 14, 1865, he, with Gen. Grant,

was urgently invited to attend Fords' Theater. It

was announced that they would be present. Gen.
Grant, however, left the city. President Lincoln, feel-

ing, with his characteristic kindliness of heart, that

it would be a disappointment if he should fail them,

very reluctantly consented to go. While listening to

the play an actor by the name of John Wilkes Booth
entered the box where the President and family were

seated, and fired a bullet into his brains. He died the

next morning at seven o'clock.

Never before, in the history of the world was a nation

plunged into such deep grief by the death of its ruler.

Strong men met in the streets and wept in speechless

anguish. It is not too much to say that a nation was
in tears. His was a life which will fitly become a

model. His name as the savior of his country will

live with that of Washington's, its father; hisco-mtry-

men being unable to decide wl\iih is tVie greater.
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NDREW JOHNSON, seven-

teenth President of the United

States. The early life of

Andrew Johnson contains but

the record of poverty, destitu-

tion and friendlessness. He
J7 was born December 29, 180S,

in Raleigh, N. C. His parents,

belonging to the class of the

" poor whites " of the South, were

in such circumstances, that they

could not confer zvevi the slight-

est advantages of education ujxjn

their child. When Andrew was five

years of age, his father accidentally

lost his life while herorically endeavoring to save a

friend from drowning, '^''r^v.il ten years of age, Andrew

was a ragged boy abour the streets, supported by the

labor of his mother, who obtained her living with

her own hands.

He then, having never attended a school one day,

and being unable either to read or write, was ap-

prenticed to a tailor in his native town. A gentleman

was in the habit of going to the tailor's shop occasion-

ally, and reading to the boys at work there. He often

read from the speeches of distinguished British states-

men. Andrew, who was endowed with a mind of more

than ordinary native ability, became much interested

in these speeches ; his ambition was roused, and he

was inspired with a strong desire to learn to read.

He accordingly applied himself to the alphabet, and

with the assistance of some of his fellow-workmen,
ieamed his letters. He then called upon the gentle-

man to borrow the book of speeches. The owner.

pleased with his zeal, not only gave him the book

but assisted him in learning to combine the letters

into words. Under such difficulties he pressed oi.

ward laboriously, spending usually ten or twelve hours

at work in the shop, and then robbing himself of rest

and recreation to devote such time as he could to

reading.

He went to Tennessee in 1826, and located at

Greenville, where he married a young lady who pus

sessed some education. Under her instructions he

learned to write and cipher. He became prominent

in the village debating society, and a favorite with

the students of Greenville College. In 1828, he or-

ganized a working man's party, which elected him

alderman, and in 1830 elected him mayor, which

position he held three years.

He now began to take a lively interest in political

affairs ; identifying himself with the working-classes,

to which he belonged. In 1835, he was elected a

member of the House of Representatives of Tennes-

see. He was then just twenty-seven years of age.

He became a very active member of the legislature

gave his adhesion to the Democratic party, and in

1840 "stumped the State," advocating Martin Van

Buren's claims to the Presidency, in opposition to thos^

of Gen. Harrison. In this campaign he acquired much

readiness as a speaker, and extended and increased

his reputation.

In 1841, he was elected State Senator; in 1843, he

was elected a member of Congress, and by successive

elections, held that important post for ten years. In

1853, he was elected Governor of Tennessee, and

was re-elected in 1855. In all these resixjnsible ix)si-

tions, he discharged his duties with distinguished abi.
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ity, and proved himself the warm friend of the work-

ing classes. In 1857, Mr. Johnson was elected

United States Senator.

Years before, in 1S45, he had warmly advocated

the annexation of Texas, stating however, as his

reason, that he thought this annexation would prob-

ably prove " to be the gateway out of which the sable

sons of Africa are to pass from bondage to freedom,

und become merged in a population congenial to

themselves." In 1850, he also supported the com-

promise measures, the two essential features of which

were, that the white people of the Territories should

be permitted to decide for themselves whether they

would enslave the colored people or not, and that

the free States of the North should return to the

South persons who attempted to escape from slavery.

Mr. Johnson was neverashamedof his lowly origin:

on the contrary, he often took pride in avowing that

he owed his distinction to his own exertions. "Sir,'"

said he on the floor of the Senate, " I do not forget

that I am a mechanic ; neither do I forget that Adam
was a tailor and sewed fig-leaves, and that our Sav-

ior was the son of a carpenter."

In the Charleston-Baltimore convention of iSuj, "ne

was the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for the

"Presidency. In 1861, when the purpose of the South-

ern Democracy became apparent, he took a decided

stand in favor of the Union, and held that " slavery

must be held subordinate to the Union at whatever

cost." He returned to Tennessee, and repeatedly

imperiled his own life to protect the Unionists of

Tennesee. Tennessee having seceded from the

Union, President Lincoln, on March 4th, 1862, ap-

pointed him Military Governor of the State, and he

established the most stringent military rule. His

numerous proclamations attracted wide attention. In

1864, he was elected Vice-President of the United

States, and upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April 15,

1865, became President. In a speech two days later

he said, " The American people must be taught, if

Ihey do not already feel, that treason is a crime and

must be punished ; that the Government will not

always bear with its enemies ; that it is strong not

only to protect, but to punish. * * The people

must understand that it (treason) is the blackest of

crimes, and will surely be punished." Yet his whole

administration, the history of which is so well known,

was in utter in^tionsistency with, and the most violent

opposition to, the principles laid down in that speech.

In his loose policy of reconstruction and general

amnesty, he was opposed by Congress ; and he char-

acterized Congress as a new rebellion, and lawlessly

defied it, in everything possible, to the utmost. In

the beginning of 1868, on account of "high crimes

and misdemeanors," the principal of which was the

removal of Secretary Stanton, in violation of the Ten-

ure of Office Act, articles of impeachment were pre-

ferred against him, and the trial began March 23.

It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three

months. A test article of the impeachment was at

length submitted to the court for its action. It was

certain that as the court voted upon that article so

would it vote upon all. Thirty-four voices pronounced

the President guilty. As a two-thirds vote was neces-

sary to his condemnation, he was pronounced ac-

quitted, notwithstanding the great majority against

him. The change of one vote from the not guilty

side would have sustained the impeachment.

The President, for the remainder of his term, was

but little regarded. He continued, though impotently,

his conflict with Congress. His own party did not

think it expedient to renominate him for the Presi-

dency. The Nation rallied, with enthusiasm unpar-

alleled since the days of Washington, around the name
of Gen. Grant. Andrew Johnson was forgotten.

The bullet of the assassin introduced him to the

President's chair. Notwithstanding this, never was

there presented to a man a better opportunity to im-

mortalize his name, and to win the gratitude of a

nation. He failed utterly. He retired to his home
in Greenville, Tenn., taking no very active part in

politics until 1875. On Jan. 26, after an exciting

struggle, he was chosen by the Legislature of Ten-

nessee, United States Senator in the forty-fourth Con-

gress, and took his seat in that body, at the special

session convened by President Grant, on the 5th of

March. On the 27th of July, 1875, the ex-President

made a visit to his daughter's home, near Carter

Station, Tenn. When he started on his journey, he was

apparently in his usual vigorous health, but on reach-

ing the residence of his child the following day, was

stricken with paralysis, rendering him unconscious.

He rallied occasionally, but finally passed away at

2 A.M., July 31, aged sixty-seven years. His fun-

eral was attended at Geenville, on the 3d of August,

with every demonstration of respect.
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EIGHTEENTH PRESIDENT. 8r

LYSSES S. GRANT, the

eighteenth President of the

"United States, was born on

the 2gth of April, 1822, of

Christian parents, in a humble
' home, at Point Pleasant, on the

banks of the Ohio. Shortly after

his father moved to George-

town, Brown Co., O. In this re-

mote frontier hamlet, Ulysses

received a common-school edu-

cation. At the age of seven-

teen, in the year 1839, he entered

the Military Academy at West

Point. Here he was regarded as a

solid, sensible young man of fair abilities, and of

sturdy, honest character. He took respectable rank

as a scholar. In June, 1843, he graduated, about the

middle in his class, and was sent as lieutenant of in-

fantry to one of the distant military posts in the Mis-

souri Territory. Two years he past in these dreary

solitudes, watching the vagabond and exasperating

Indians.

The war with Mexico came. Lieut. Grant was

sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi. His first

battle was at Palo Alto. There was no chance here

for the exhibition of either skill or heroism, nor at

Resaca de la Palma, his second battle. At the battle

of Monterey, his third engagement, it is said that

he performed a signal service of daring and skillful

horsemanship. His brigade had exhausted its am-

munirion. A messenger must be sent for more, along

a route exposed to the bullets of the foe. Lieut.

Grant, adopting an expedient learned of the Indians,

grasped the mane of his horse, and hanging upon one

side of the anip^l, ran the gauntlet in entire safety.

^^€^5^^V®®(®V€)(s)^^f(2)

From Monterey he was sent,with the fourth infantry,

to aid Gen. Scott, at the siege of Vera Cruz. In

preparation for the march to the city of Mexico, he

was appointed quartermaster of his regiment. At the

battle of Molino del Rey, he was promoted to a

first lieutenancy, and was brevetted captain at Cha-

pultepec.

At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant re-

turned with his regiment to New York, and was again

sent to one of the military posts on the frontier. The
discovery of gold in California causing an immense

tide of emigration to flow to the Pacific shores, Capt.

Grant was sent with a battalion to Fort Dallas, in

Oregon, for the protection of the interests of the im-

migrants. Life was wearisome in those wilds. Capt.

Grant resigned his commission and returned to the

States; and having married, entered upon the cultiva-

tion of a small farm near St. Louis, Mo. He had but

little skill as a farmer. Finding his toil not re-

munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering into

the leather business, with a younger brother, at Ga-

lena, 111. This was in the year i860. As the tidings

of the rebels firing on Fort Sumpter reached the ears

of Capt. Grant in his counting-room, he said,

—

"Uncle Sam has educated me for the army; though

I have served him through one war, I do not feel that

I have yet repaid the debt. I am still ready to diseharge*

my obligations. I shall therefore buckle on my sword

and see Uncle Sam through this war too."

He went into the streets, raised a company of vol-

unteers, and led them as their captain to Springfield,

the capital of the State, where their services were

offered to Gov. Yates. The Governor, impressed by

the zeal and straightforward executive ability of Capyt.

Grant, gave him a desk in his office, to assist in the

volunteer organization that was being formed in the

State in behalf of the Government. On the 15 th of
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]ii;ie, 1861, Capt. Grant received a coinraissioii as

Colonel of the Twenty-first Regiment of Illinois Vol-

unteers. His merits as a West Point graduate, who

had served for 15 years in the regular army, were such

that he was soon promoted to the rank of Brigadier-

General and was placed in command at Cairo. The

rebels raised their banner at Paducah, near the mouth

of the Tennessee River. Scarcely had its folds ap-

peared in the breeze ere Gen. Grant was there. The

rebels fled. Their banner fell, and the star and

stripes were unfurled in its stead.

He entered the service with great determination

and immediately began active duty. This was the be-

ginning, and until the surrender of Lee at Richmond

he was ever pushing the enemy with great vigor and

effectiveness. At Belmont, a few days later, he sur-

prised and routed the rebels, then at Fort Henry

won another victory. Then came the brilliant fight

at Fort Donelson. The nation was electrified by the

victory, and the brave leader of the boys in blue was

immediately made a M.ijor-General, and the military

iistrict of Tennessee was assigned to him.

Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well how

to secure the results of victory. He immediately

pushed on to the enemies' lines. Then came the

terrible battles of Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, and the

siege of Vicksburg, where Gen. Pemberton made an

unconditional surrender of the city with over thirty

thousand men and one-hundred and seventy-two can-

non. The fall of Vicksburg was by far the most

severe blow which the rebels had thus far encountered,

and opened up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf.

Gen. Grant was next ordered to co-operate with

Gen. Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro-

ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown from

(lis horse, and received severe injuries, from which he

was laid up for months. He then rushed to the aid

«f Gens. Rosecrans and Thomas at Chattanooga, and

by a wonderful series of strategic and technical meas-

ures put the Union Army in fighting condition. Then
followed the bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout
Mountain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels

were routed with great loss. This won for him un-

bounded praise in the North. On the 4th of Febru-

ary, 1864, Congress revived the grade of lieutenant-

general, and the rank was conferred on Gen. Grant.

He repaired to Washington to receive his credentials

and enter upon tb^ duties of his new office

Gen. Grant decided as soon as he took charge ol

the army to concentrate the widely-dispersed National

troops for an attack upon Richmond, the nominal

capital of the Rebellion, and endeavor there to de-

stroy the rebel armies which would be promptly as-

sembled from all quarters for its defence. The whole

continent seemed to tremble under the tramp ofthese

majestic armies, rushing to the decisive battle field.

Steamers were crowded with troops. Railway trains

were burdened 'with closely packed thousands. His

plans were comprehensive and involved a series of

campaigns, which were executed with remarkable en-

ergy and ability, and were consummated at the sur-

render of Lee, April 9, 1865.

The war was ended. The Union was saved. The

almost unanimous voice of the Nation declared Gen.

Grant to be the most prominent instrument in its sal-

vation. The eminent services he had thus rendered

the country brought him conspictiously forward as the

Republican candidate for the Presidential chair.

At the Republican Convention held at Chicago.

May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated for the

Presidency, and at the autumn election received a

majority of the popidar vote, and 214 out of 294

electoral votes.

The National Convention of the Republican party

which met at Philadelphia on the 5th of June, 1872,

placed Gen. Grant in nomination for a second term

by a unanimous vote. The selection was emphati-

cally indorsed by the people five months later, 292

electoral votes being cast for him.

Soon after the close of his second term. Gen. Grant

started upon his famous trip around the world. He
visited almost every country of the civilized world,

and was everywhere received with such ovations

and demonstrations of respect and honor, private

as well as public and official, as were never before

bestowed upon any citizen of the United States.

He was the most prominent candidate before the

Republican National Convention in iSSo for a re-

nomination for President. He went to New York and
embarked in the brokerage business under the firm

nameof Grant & Ward. The latter proved a villain,

wrecked Grant's fortune, and for larceny was sent to

the penitentiary. The General was attacked with

cancer in the throat, but suffered in his stoic-like

manner, never complaining. He was re-instated as

General of the Army and retired by Congress. The
cancer soon finished its deadly work, and July 23.

1885, the nation went in mourning over the death o'

the illustrious General,
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1^' UTHERFORn B. HAYES,
• ^ the nineteenth President of

the United States, was born in

Delaware, O., Oct. 4, 1822,3!-

^'~^-AviNs-,v<^-
"""^st three months after the

feM-*^i/^ death of his father, Rutherford

Hayes. His ancestry on both

the paternal and maternal sides,

was of the most honorable char-

acter. It can be traced, it is said,

as farbackas 1280, when Hayes and

Rutherford were two Scottish chief-

tains, fighting side by side with

Baliol, William Wallace and Robert

Bruce. Both families belonged to the

nobility, owned extensive estates,

and had a large following. Misfor-

tune ovwfaking the family, George Hayes left Scot-

land in 16.S0, and settled in Windsor, Conn. His son

George was born in Windsor, and remained there

during his life. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, mar-

ried Sarah Lee, and lived from the time of his mar-

riage until his death in Simsbury, Conn. Ezekiel,

son of Daniel, was born in 1724, and was a manufac-

turer of scythes at Bradford, Conn. Rutherford Hayes,

son of Ezekiel and grandfather of President Hayes, was

born in New Haven, in August, t7s6. He was a farmer,

blacksmith and tavern-keeper. He emigrated to

Vermont at an uiiknown date, settling in Brattleboro,

where he established a hotel. Here his son Ruth-

erford Hayes the father of President Hayes, was

born. He was married, in September, 1813, to Sophia

Birchard, of Wilmington, Vt., whose ancestors emi-

grated thither from Connecticut, they having been

among the wealthiest and best famlies of Norwich.

Her ancestry on the male side are traced back to

t635, to John Birchard, one of the principal founders

of Norwich. Both of her grandfathers were soldiers

in the Revolutionary War.

The father of President Hayes was an industrious

frugal and opened-hearted man. He was of a me-

chanical turn, and could mend a plow, knit a stock-

ing, or do almost anything else that he choose to

undertake. He was a member of the Church, active

in all the benevolent enterprises of the town, and con-

ducted his business on Christian principles. After

the close of the war of i8t2, for reasons inexplicable

to his neighbors, he resolved to emigrate to Ohio.

The journey from Vermont to Ohio in that day

when there were no canals, steamers, not railways,

was a very serious affair. A tour of inspection was

first made, occupying four months. Mr. Hayes deter

mined to move to Delaware, where the family arrived

in 1817. He died July 22, t822, a victim of malarial

fever, less than three months before the birth of the

son, ofwhom we now write. Mrs. Hayes, in her sore be-

reavement, found the support she so much needed in

her brother Sardis, who had been a member of the

household from the day of its departure from Ver-

mont, and in an orphan girl whom she had adopted

some time before as an act of charity.

Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, and the
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subject of this sketch was so feeble at birtli that he

was not expected to live beyond a inonth ur two at

most. As the months went by he grew weaker and

weaker, so that the neighbors were in the habit of in-

quiring from time to time " if Mrs. Hayes baby died

last night." On one occasion a neighbor, who was on

familiar terms with the family, after alluding to the

boy's big head, and the mother's assiduous care of

him, said in a bantering way, " That's right
!
Stick to

him. You have got him along so far, and I shouldn t

wonder if he would really come to something yet."

" You need not laugh," said Mrs. Hayes. " You

wait and see. You can't tell but I shall make him

President of the United States yet." The boy lived,

in spite of the universal predictions of his speedy

death; and when, in 1825, his older brother was

drowned, he became, if possible, still dearer to his

mother.

The boy was seven years old before he w^:;nt to

school. His education, however, was not neglected.

He probably learned as much from his mother and

sister as he would have done at school. His sports

were almost wholly within doors, his playmates being

his sister and her associates. These circumstances

tended, no doubt, to foster that gentleness of dispo-

sition, and that delicate consideration for the feelings

of others, which are marked traits of his character.

His uncle Sardis Birchard took the deepest interest

in his education ; and as the boy's health had im-

'proved, and he was making good progress in his

'studies, he proposed to send him to college. His pre-

paration commenced with a tutor at home; bat he

was afterwards sent for one year to a professor in the

Wesleyan University, in Middletown, Conn. He en-

tered Kenyon College in 1S38, at the age of sixteen,

and was graduated at the head of his class in 1842.

Immediately after his graduation he began the

study of law in the office of Thomas Sparrow, Esq.,

in Columbus. Finding his opportunities for study in

Columbus somewhat limited, he determined to enter

the Law School at Cambridge, Mass., where he re-

mained two years.

In I S45 , after graduating at the Law School, he was

admitted to the bar at Marietta, Ohio, and shortly

afterward went into practice as an attorney-at-law

with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he re-

mained three years, acquiring but a limited practice,

and apparently unambitious of distinction in his pro-

Cession.

\n 1849 he moved to Cincinnati, where his ambi-

tion found a new stimulus. For several years, _ how-

ever, his progress was slow. Two events, occurring at

this period, had a powerful influence upon his subse-

quent Mfe. One of these was his marrage with Miss

Lucy Ware Webb, daughter of Dr. James Webb, of

Chilicothe; the othev was his introduction to the Cin-

cinnati Literary Club, a body embracing among its

members such men as'^hief Justice Salmon P. Chase,

Gen. John Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many
others hardly less distinguished in after life. The
marriage was a fortunate one in every respect, as

everybody knows. iVot one of all the wives of our

Presidents was more universally admired, reverenced

and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and no one did

more than she to reflect honor upon American woman-

hood. The Literary Club brought Mr. Hayes into

constant association with young men of high char-

acter and noble aims, and lured him to display the

qualities so long hidden by his bashfulneis and

modesty.

In 1S56 he was nominated to the office of Judge of

the Court of Common Pleas; but he declined to ac.

cept the nomination. Two years later, the office o(

city solicitor becoming vacant, the City Council

elected him for the unexpired teim.

In 1 86 1, when the Rebellion broke out, he was at

the zenith of his professional lii,. His rank at the

bar was among the the first. But the news of the

attack on Fort Sumpter found him eager to take md
arms for the defense of his country.

His military record was bright and illustrious. In

October, 186 1, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and

in August, 1862, promoted Colonel of the 79th Ohio

regiment, but he refused to leave his old comrades

and go among strangers. Subsequently, however, he

was made Colonel of his old regiment. At the battle

of South Mountain he received a wound, and while

faint and bleeding displayed courage and fortitude

that won admiration from all.

Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment, after

his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General, and placed

in command of the celebrated Kanawha division,

and for gallant and meritorious services in the battles

of Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek, he was

promoted Brigadier-General. He was also brevetted

Major-General, "for gallant and distinguished services

during the campaigns of 1864, in West Virginia." In

the course of his arduous services, four horses were

shot from under him, and he was wounded four times.

In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress, from

the Second Ohio District, which had long been Dem-
ocratic. He was not present during the campaign,

and after his election was importuned to resign his

commission in the army ; but he finally declared, " I

shall never come to Washington until I can come by

the way of Richmond." He was re-elected in 1866.

In 1S67, Gen Hayes was elected Governor of Ohio,

over Hon. Allen G. Thurman, a popular Democrat.

In 1869 was re-elected over George H. Pendleton.

He was elected Governor for the third term in 1875.

In 1876 he was the standard bearer of the Repub-

lican Party in the Presidential contest, and after a

hard long contest was chosen President, and was in

augurated Monday, March 5, 1875. He served his

full term, not, however, with satisfaction to his party,

but his administration was an average ori°
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AMES A. GARFIELD, twen-

tieth President of the United

States, was born Nov. 19,

1S31, in the woods of Orange,

Cuyahoga Co., O His par-

ents were Abram and Eliza

(Ballou) Garfield, both of New
England ancestry and from fami-

lies well known in the early his-

% tory of that section of our coun-

try, but had moved to the Western

Reserve, in Ohio, early in its settle-

ment.

The house in which James A. was

born was not unlike the houses of

poor Ohio farmers of that day. It

.dE about 20x30 feet, built of logs, with the spaces be-

tween the logs filled with clay. His father was a

.lard working farmer, and he soon had his fields

cleared, an orchard planted, and a log barn built.

The household comprised the father and mother and
£heir four children—Mehetabel, Thomas, Mary and
Tames. In May, 1823, the father, from a cold con-
iTacted in helping to put out a forest fire, died. At
this time James was about eighteen months old, and
Thomas about ten years old. No one, perhaps, can
tell how much James was indebted to his brother's

toil and self sacrifice during the twenty years suc-
ceeding his father's death, but undoubtedly very
much. He now lives in Michigan, and the two sis-

ters live in Solon, O., near their birthplace.

The early educational advantages young Garfield
enjoyed were very limited, yet he made the most of
them. He labored at farm work for others, did car-
penter work, chopped wood, or did anything that
would bring in a few dollars to aid his widowed
mother in he' ^tfuggles to keep the little family to-

gether. Nor was Gen. Garfield ever ashamed of his
origin, and he never forgot the friends of his strug-
gling childhood, youth and manhood, neither did they
ever forget him. When in the highest seats of honor,
the humblest fiiend of his boyhood was as kindly
greeted as ever. The poorest laborer was sure of the
sympathy of one who had known all the bitterness

of want and the sweetness of bread earned by the
sweat of the brow. He was ever the simple, plain,

modest gentleman.

The highest ambition of young Garfield until he
was about si.xteen years old was to be a captain of
a vessel on Lake Erie. He was anxious to go aboard
a vessel, which his mother strongly opposed. She
finally consented to his going to Cleveland, with the
understanding, however, that he should try to obtair
some other kind of employment. He walked all the
way to Cleveland. This was his first visit to the city

After making many applications for work, and trying
to get aboard a lake vessel, and not meeting with
success, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos
Letcher, on the Ohio & Pennsylvania Canal. He re-

mained at this work but a short time when he went
home, and attended the seminary at Chester for

about three years, when he entered Hiram and the
Eclectic Institute, teaching a few terms of school in

the meantime, and doing other work. This school
was started by the Disciples of Christ in 1850, of
which church he was then a member. He became
janitor and bell-ringer in order to help pay his way
He then became both teacher and pupil. He soon
" exhausted Hiram " and needed more ; hence, in the
fall of 1854, he entered Williams College, from which
he graduated in 1S56, taking one of the highest h*.-
ors of his class. He afterwards returned to Hiram
College as its President. As above stated, he early

united with the Christian or Diciples Church at

Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous mem-
ber, often preaching in its pulpit and places where
he happened to be. Dr. Noah Porter, President of

Yale College, says of him in reference to his religion:
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" President Garfield was more than a man of

strong moral and religious convictions. His whole

history, from boyhood to the last, shows that duty to

man and to God, and devotion to Christ and life and

faith and spiritual commission were controlling springs

of his being, and to a more than usual degree. In

my judgmenr there is no more interesting feature of

his character than his loyal allegiance to the body of

Christians in which he was trained, and the fervent

sympathy which he ever showed in their Christian

communion. Not many of the few 'wise and mighty

and noble who are called' show a similar loyalty to

the less stately and cultured Christian communions

in which they have been reared. Too often it is true

that as they step upward in social and political sig-

nificance they step upward from one degree to

another in some of the many types of fashionable

Christianity. President Garfield adhered to the

church of his mother, the church in which he was

trained, and in which he served as a pillar and an

evangelist, and yet with the largest and most unsec-

tarian charity for all 'who love our Lord in sincerity.'"

Mr. Garfield was united in marriage with Miss

Lucretia Rudolph, Nov. i r, 1858, who proved herself

worthy as the wife of one whom all the world loved and
mourned. To them were born seven children, five of

whom are still living, four boys and one girl.

Mr. Garfield made his first political speeches in 1856,

jn Hiram and the neighboring villages, and three

years later he began to speak at county mass-meet-
ings, and became the favorite speaker wherever he
was. During this year he was elected to the Ohio
Senate. He also began to study law at Cleveland,

and in 1861 was admitted to the bar. The great

Rebellion broke out in the early part of this year,

and Mr. Garfield at once resolved to fight as he had
talked, and enlisted to defend the old flag. He re-

ceived his commission as Lieut.-Colonel of the Forty-

second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Aug.
14,1861. He was immediately put into active ser-

vice, and before he had ever seen a gun fired in action,

was placed in command of four regiments of infantry

and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the

work of driving out of his native State the officer

'.Humphrey Mirshall) reputed to be the ablest of
those, not educated to war whom Kentucky had given
to the Rebellion. This work was bravely and speed-
ily accomplished, although against great odds. Pres-
ident Lincoln, on his success commissioned him
Brigadier-General, Jan. 10, 1862; and as "he had
been the youngest man in the Ohio Senate two years
liefore, so now he was the youngest General in the
army." He was with Gen. Buell's army at Shiloh,

in its operations around Corinth and its march through
Alabama. He was then detailed as a member of the
General Court-Martial for the trial of Gen. Fitz-John
Porter. He was then ordered to report to Gen. Rose-
crans, and was assigned to the " Chief of Staff."

The military bistory of Gen. Garfield closed with

his brilliant services at Chickamauga, where he wor
the stars of the Major-General.

Without an effort on his part Gei? Garfield was

elected to Congress in the fall of 1S62 from the

Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of Ohio

had been represented in Congress for sixty year*

mainly by two men—Elisha Whittlesey and Joshui,

R. Giddings. It was not without a struggle that he

resigned his place in the army. At the time he en-

tered Congress he was the youngest member in that

body. Thert; he remained by successive re-

elections until he was elected President in 1880.

Of his labors in Congress Senator Hoar says :
" Since

the year 1864 you cannot think of a question whicii

has been debated in Congress, or discussed before &

tribunel of the American people, in regard to which

you will not find, if you wish mstruction, the argu.

ment on one side stated, in almost every instance

better than by anybody else, in some speech made in

the House of Representatives or on the hustings by

Mr. Garfield."

Upon Jan. 14, 1880, Gen. Garfield was elected to

the U. S. Senate, and on the eighth of June, of the

same year, was nominated as the candidate of his

party for President at the great Chicago Convention.

He was elected in the following November, and on
March 4, i88r, was inaugurated. Probably no ad-

ministration ever opened its existence under brighter

auspices than that of President Garfield, and every

day it grew in favor with the people, and by the first

of July he had completed all the initiatory and pre-

liminary work of his administration and was prepar-

ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Williams

College. While on his way and at the depot, in com-
pany with Secretary Blaine, a man stepped behind

him, drew a revolver, and fired directly at his back.

The President tottered and fell, and as he did so the

assassin fired a second shot, the bullet cutting the

left coat sleeve of his victim, but inflicting no further

injury. It has been very truthfully said that this was
" the shot that was heard round the world " Never

before in the history of the Nation had anything oc-

curred which so nearly froze the blood of the peop!e

for the moment, as this awful deed. He was smit-

ten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his life, and

was at the summit of his power and hope. For eighty

days, all during the hot months of July and August,

he lingered and suffered. He, however, remained

master of himself till the last, and by his magnificent

bearing was teaching the country and the world the

noblest of human lessons—how to live grandly in the

very clutch of death. Great in life, he was surpass-

ingly great in death. He passed serenely away Sept.

19, 1883, at Elberon, N. J., on the very bank of the

ocean, where he had been taken shortly previous. The
worid wept at his death, as it never had done on the

death of any other man who had ever lived upon it.

The murderer was duly tried, found guilty and exe-

cuted, in one year after he committed the foui deed.
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HESTER A. ARTHUR,
twenty-first PresH^iu of the

United States, was born in

Franklin Cour ty, Vermont, on

thefifthof Oc'ober, 1830, andis

the oldest of a family of two

sons and five daughters. His

father was the Rev. Dr. William

Arthur, a Baptistd'^rgyman, who

emigrated to tb.s countrj' from

the county Antam, Ireland, in

^1^ his 1 8th year, and died in 1875, in

Newtonville, neai Albany, after a

long and successful ministry.

Young Arthur was educated at

Union College, S( henectady, where

he excelled in all his studies. Af-

ter his graduation he taught school

in Vermont for two years, and at

the expiration of that time came to

New York, with $500 in his jacket,

and ecitered the office of ex-Judge

E. D. Culver as student. After

being admitted to the bar he formed

a partnership with his intimate friend and room-mate,

Henry D. Gardiner, with the intention of practicing

in the West, and for three months they roamed about

in the Western States in search of an eligible site,

but in the end returned to New York, where they

hung out their shingle, and entered upon a success^

ful career almost from the start. General Arthur

soon afterward mArr<>d the daughter of Lieutenant

Herndon, of the United States Navy, who was lost at

sea. Congress voted a gold medal to his widow in

recognition of the bravery he displayed on that occa-

sion. Mrs. Arthur died shortly before Mr. Arthur's

nomination to the Vice Presidency, leaving two

children.

Gen. Arthur obtained considerable legal celebrity

in his first great case, the famous Lemmon suit,

brought to recover possession of eight slaves who had

been declared free by Judge Paine, of the Superior

Court of New York City. It was in 1852 that Jon,

athan Lemmon, of Virginia, went to New York with

his slaves, intending to ship them to Texas, when

they were discovered and freed. The Judge decided

that they could not be held by the owner under the

Fugitive Slave Law. A howl of rage went up from

the South, and the Virginia Legislature authorized the

Attorney General of that State to assist in an appeal.

Wm. M. Evarts and Chester A. Arthur were employed

to represent the People, and they won their case,

which then went to the Supreme Court of the United

States. Charles O 'Conor here espoused the cause

of the slave-holders, but he too was beaten by Messrs

Evarts and Arthur, and a long step was taken toward

the emancipation of the black race.

Another great service was rendered by General

Arthur in the same cause in 1856. Lizzie Jennings,

a respectable colored woman, was put off a Fourth

Avenue car with violence after she had paid her fare.

General Arthur sued on her behalf, and secured a

verdict of $500 damages. The next day the compa-

ny issued an order to admit colored persons to ride

on their cars, and the other car companies quickly
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followed their example. Before that the Sixth Ave-

nue Company ran a few special cars for colored per-

sons and the other lines refused to let them ride at all.

General Arthur was a delegate to the Convention

at Saratoga that founded the Republican party.

Previous to the war he was Judge-Advocate of the

Second Brigade of the State of New York, and Gov-

ernor Morgan, of that State, appointed him Engineer-

in-Chief of his staff. In 1861, he was made Inspec-

tor General, and soon afterward became Quartermas-

ter-General. In each of these offices he rendered

great service to the Government during the war. At

the end of Governor Morgan's term he resumed the

practice of the law, forming a partnership with Mr.

Ransom, and then Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney

of New York, was added to the firm. The legal prac-

tice of this well-known firm was very large and lucra-

tive, each of the gentlemen composing it were able

lawyers, and possessed a splendid local reputation, if

not indeed one of national extent.

He always took a leading part in State and city

politics. He was appointed Collector of the Port of

New York by President Grant, Nov. 21 1872, to suc-

ceed Thomas Murphy, and held the office until July,

20, 1878, when he was succeeded by Collector Merritt.

Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential

ticket, with Gen. James A. Garfield, at the famous

National Republican Convention held at Chicago in

June, 1880. This was perhaps the greatest political

convention that ever assembled on the continent. It

was composed of the leading politicians of the Re-

publican party, all able men, and each stood firm and

fought vigorously and with signal tenacity for their

respective candidates that were before the conven-

tion for the nomination. Finally Gen. Garfield re-

ceived the nomination for President and Gen. Arthur

for Vice-President. The campaign which followed

was one of the most animated known in the history of

our country. Gen. Hancock, the standard-bearer of

the Democratic party, was a popular man, and his

party made a valiant fight for his election.

Finally the election came and the country's choice

ivas Garfield and Arthur. They were inaugurated

iVIarch 4, 1881, as President and Vice-President.

A. few months only had passed ere the newly chosen

President was the victim of the assassin's bullet. Then
came terrible weeks of suffering,—those moments of

anxious suspense, when the hearts of all civilized na-

tions were throbbing in unison, longing for the re-

covery of the noble, the good President. The remark-

able patience that he manifested during those hours

and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible suf-

fering man has often been called upon to endure, was

seemingly more than human. It was certainly God-

like. During all this period of deepest anxiety Mr.

Arthur's every move was watched, and be it said to hi?

credit that his every action displayed only an earnest

desire that the suffering Garfield might recover, to

serve the remainder of the term he had so auspi-

ciously begun. Not a selfish feeling was manifested

in deed or look of this man, even though the most

honored position in the world was at any moment
likely to fall to him.

At last God in his mercy relieved President Gar-

field from further suffering, and the world, as nevei

before in its history over the death of any othei

man, wept at his bier. Then it became the duty 0/

the Vice President to assume the responsibilities ol

the high office, and he took the oath in New York,

Sept. 20, 1881. The position was an embarrassing

one to him, made doubly so from the facts that all

eyes were on him, anxious to know what he would do,

what policy he would pursue, and who he would se-

lect as advisers. The duties of the office had been

greatly neglected during the President's long illness,'

and many important measures were to be immediately

decided by him ; and still farther to embarrass him he

did not fail to realize under what circumstances he

became President, and knew the feelings of many on

this point. Under these trying circumstances President

Arthur took the reins of the Government in his own

hands; and, as embarrassing as were the condition of

affairs, he happily surprised the nation, acting so

wisely that but few criticised Viis administration.

He served the nation well and faithfully, until tiie

close of his administration, March 4, 1885, and was

a popular candidate before his party for a second

term. His name was ably presented before the con-

vention at Chicago, and was received with great

favor, and doubtless but for the personal popularity

of one of the opposing candidates, he would have

been selected as the standard-bearer of his party

for another campaign. He retired to private life car-

rying with him the best wishes of the American peo-

ple, whom he had served in a manner satisfactory

to them and with credit to himself.
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TEPHEN GROVER CLEVE-
LAND, thetvventy-second Pres-

ident of the United States, was

born in 1837, in the obscure

town of Caldwell, Essex Co.,

N. J., and in a little two-and-a-

half-story white house which is still

standing, characteristically to mark

the humble birth-place of one of

America's great men in striking con-

trast with the Old World, where all

men high in office must be high in

origin and born in the cradle of

wealth. When the subject of this

sketch was three years of age, his

father, who was a Presbyterian min-

ister, with a large family and a small salary, moved,

by way of the Hudson River and Erie Canal, to

Fayetteville, in search of an increased income and a

larger field of work. Fayetteville was then the most

straggling of country villages, about five miles from

Pompey Hill, where Governor Seymour was born.

At the last mentioned place young Grover com-

menced going to school in the "good, old-fashioned

way," and presumably distinguished himself after the

manner of all village boys, in doing the things he

ought not to do. Such is the distinguishing trait of

all geniuses and independent thinkers. When he

arrived at the age of 14 years, he had outgrown the

capacity of the village school and expressed a most

emphatic desire to be sent to an academy. To this

his father decidedly objected. Academies in those

days cost money; besides, his father wanted him to

become self-supporting by the quickest possible

means, and this at that time in Fayetteville seemed

to be a position in a country store, where his father

and the large family on his hands had considerable

influence. Grover was to be paid $50 for his services

the first year, and if he proved trustworthy he was to

receive $100 the second year. Here the lad com-

menced his career as salesman, and in two years he

had earned so good a reputation for trustworthiness

that his employers desired to retain him for an in-

definite length of time. Otherwise he did not ex-

hibit as yet any particular " flashes of genius " or

eccentricities of talent. He was simply a good boy.

Bat instead of remaining with this firm in Fayette-

ville, he went with the family in their removal to

Clinton, where he had an opportunity of attending a

high school. Here he industriously pursued his

studies until the family removed with him to a point

on Black River known as the " Holland Patent," a

village of 500 or 600 people, 15 miles north of Utica,

^f. Y. At this place his father died, after preaching

but three Sundays. This event broke up the family,

and Grover set out for New York City to accept, at a

small salary, the position of " under-teacher " in an

asylum for the blind. He taught faithfully for two

years, and although he obtained a good reputation in

this capacity, he concluded that teaching was not his
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calling for life, and, reversing the traditional order,

he left the city te jeek his forUinp. inst?^'? o' orning

to a city. He first tnougnc or Cleveland, Ohio, as

there was some charm in that name for him; but

before proceeding to that place he went to Buffalo to

•isk the advice of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted

stock-breeder of that place. The latter did not

speak enthusiastically. " What is it you want to do,

my boy?" he asked. "Well, sir, I want to study

law," was the reply. " Good gracious !
" remarked

ih« old gentleman ;
" do you, indeed .'' What ever put

that into your head? How much money have you

got?" "Well, sir, to tell the truth, I haven't got

any."

After a long consultation, his uncle offered him a

place temporarily as assistant herd-keeper, at $50 a

year, while he could "look around." One day soon

afterward he boldly walked into the office of Rogers,

Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and told Ihem what he

wanted. A number of young men were already en-

gaged in the office, but Grover's persistency won, and

he was finally permitted to come as an office boy and

liave the use of the law library, for the nominal sum
of $3 or 1^4 a week. Out of this he had to pay for

his board and washing. The walk to and from his

uncle's was a long and rugged one; and, although

the first winter was a memorably severe one, his

shoes were out of repair and his overcoat—he had

none—yet he was nevertheless prompt and regular.

On the first day of his service here, his senior em-

ployer threw down a copy of Blackstone before him

with a bang that made the dust fly, saying "That's

where they all begin." A titter ran around the little

circle of clerks and students, as they thought that

was enough to scare young Grover out of his plans

;

but in due time he mastered that cumbersome volume.

Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Cleveland

exhibited a talent for executiveness rather than for

chasing principles through all their metaphysical

possibilities. " Let us quit talking and go and do

it," was practically his motto.

The first public office to which Mr. Cleveland was

elected was that of Sheriff of Erie Co., N. Y., in

which Buffalo is situated; and in such capacity it fell

to his duty to inflict capital pi>-vishment upon two

cainiinals. In iSSr he was elected Mayor of the

City of Buffalo, on the Democratic ticket, with es-

pecial reference to the bringing about certain reforms

in the administration of the municipal affairs of that

rittr Tn thir office, a? w»>ll as that of Sheriff, his

penormance ot duty has generally been considered

fair, with possibly a few exceptions which were fer-

reted out and magnified during the last Presidential

campaign. As a specimen of his plain language in

a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an iniqul

tous street-cleaning contract :
" This is a time fo»

plain speech, and my objection to your action shall

be plainly stated. I regard it as the culmination of

a mos bare-faced, impudent and shameless scheme

to betray the interests of the people and to worse

than squander the people's money." The New York

Sun afterward very highly commended Mr. Cleve-

land's administration as Mayor of Buffalo, and there-

upon recommended him for Governor of the Empire

State. To the latter office he was elected in 1882,

and his administration of the affairs of State was

generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made, if

any, were made very public throughout the nation

after he was nominated for President of the United

States. For this high office he was nominated July

II, 1884, by the National Democratic Convention at

Chicago, when other competitors were Thomas F.

Bayard, Roswell P. Flower, Thomas A. Hendricks,

Benjamin F. Butler, Allen G. Thurman, etc.; and he

was elected by the people, by a majority of about a

thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Repub-

lican statesman, James G. Blaine. President Cleve-

land resigned his office as Governor of New York in

January, 18S5, in order to prepare for his duties as

the Chief Executive of ihe United States, in which

capacity his term commenced at noon on the 4th of

March, 1885. For his Cabinet officers he selected

the following gentlemen: For Secretary of State,

Tliomas F. Bayard, of Delaware ; Secretary of the

Treasury, Daniel Manning, of New York ; Secretarj'

of War, William C. Endicott, of Massachusetts;

Secretary of the Navy, William C. Whitney, of New
York; Secretary of the Interior, L. Q. C. Lamar, of

Mississippi; Postmaster-General, William F. Vilas,

of Wisconsin ; Attorney-General, A. H. Garland, of

Arkansas.

The silver question precipitated a controversy be-

tween those who were in favor of the continuance of

silver coinage and those who were opposed, Mr.

Cleveland answering for the latter, even before his

inauguration.
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ENJAMIN HARRISON, the

twenty-third President, is

the descendant of one of the

historical families of this

country. The head of the

family was a Major General

Harrison, one of Oliver
Cromwell's trusted follow-

ers and fighters. In the zenith of Crom-

well's power it became the duty of this

Harrison to participate In the trial of

Charles I, and afterward to sign the

death warrant of the king. He subse-

quently paid for this with his life, being

hung Oct. 13, 1660. His descendants

came to America, and the next of the

family that appears in history is Benja-

rzin Harrison, of Virginia, great-grand-

father of the subject of this sketch, and

after whom he was named. Benjamin Harrison

was a member of the Continental Congress during

the years i774—5-6, and was one of the original

signers of the Declaration of Independence. He

wa' three times elected Governor of Virginia,

Gen William Henry Harrison, the son of the

distinguished patriot of the Bevolution, after a suo.

cessful career as a soldier during the War of 181S,

and with -a clean record as Governor of the North-

western Territory, was elected President of the

United States in 1840. His career was cut short

by death within one month nfter ais inruguration.

President Harrison war bcrn at Nor'h Bend,
Hamilton Co., Ohio, Aug. "0, 1883 His life up to

the time of his graduation by the Miami University,

at Oxford, Ohio, was the uneventful one of a coun-

try lad of a family of small means. His father was

able to give him a good education, and nothing

more. He became engaged while at college to the

daughter of Dr. Scott, Principal of a female schoo

at Oxford. After graduating he determined to en-

ter upon the study of the law. He went to Cin

cinnati and then read law for two years. At the

expiration of that time young Harrison receivbd ths

only inheritance of his life ; his aunt dying left him
a lot valued at $800. He regarded this legacy as a

fortune, and decided to get married at once, taks

this money and go to some Eastern town an^ be-

gin the practice of law. He sold his lot, and with

the money in his pocket, he started out wita his

young wife to fight for a place in the world- He
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decided to go to Indianapolis, which was even at

lliat time a town of promise. He met with slight

encouragement at first, making scarcely an3'tliing

tlie first year. He worked diligently, applying him-

self closely to his calling, built up an extensive

practice and took a leading rank in the legal pro-

ression. He is the father of two children.

In 186G Mr. Harrison v/as nominated for the

position of Supreme Court Reporter, and t!ien be-

gan his experience as a stump speakei He can-

vassed the State thoroughly, and was elected by a

handsome majority. In 186"2 he raised the 17th

Indiana Infantry, and was chosen its Colonel. His

regiment was composed of "^he rawest of material,

out Col. Harrison employed all his time at first

mastering military tactics and drilling his men,

when he therefore came to move toward the East

with Sherman his regiment was one of the best

'Jrilled and organized in the army. At Resaca he

ospecially distinguished himself, and for his bravery

at Peaehtree Creek he was made a Brigadier Gen-

eral, Gen. Hooker speaking of him in the most

complimentary terms.

During the absence of Gen. Harrison in the field

he Supreme Court declared the office of the Su-

preme Coui't Reporter vacant, and another person

was elected to the position. From the time of leav-

ing Indiana with his regiment until the fall oi 18G4

he had taken no leave of absence, but having been

nominated tliat year for the same office, he got a

thirty-day leave of absence, and during that time

made a brilliant canvass of the State, and was elected

for another term. He then started to rejoin Sher-

aian, but on the way was stricken down with scarlet

iever, and after a. most trying siege made his way

to the front in time to participate in the closing

incidents of the war

In 1868 Gen. Harrison declined re-election as

reporter, and resumed the practice of law In 1876

lie was a candidate for Governor. Although de-

feated, the brilliant campaign ht, made won lor him

a National reputation, and he was much sought^ es-

pecia].y in the East, to make speeches. In 1880,

as usual, he took an active part, in tiie campaign,

3nd wsi' elected to the United States Senate. Here

uc set-ved six years, an(? Tas known as one o the

ibiest men, best lawyer' a.ad strongest debaters in

that body. With the expiration of his Sonatoii..i

term he returned to the practice of his profession,

becoming the head of one of the strongest firms in

the State.

The political campaign of 1888 was one of the

most memorable in the history of our country. The

convention which assembled in Chicago in .Inne and

named Mr. Harrison as the chief standard bearer

of the Republican party, was great in every partic-

ular, and on this account, and the attitude it as-

sumed u^on the vital questions of the day, chief

among which was the tariff, awoke a deep interest

in the campaign throughout the Nation. Shortly

after the nomination delegations began to visit Mr.

Harrison at Indianapolis, his home. This move-

ment became pojjular, and from all sections of the

country societies, clubs and delegations journeyed

thither to paj'' their respects to the distinguished

statesman. The popularity of these was greatly

increased on account of the remarkable speeches

made by Mr. Harrison. He spoke daily all through

the summer and autumn to these visiting delega-

tions, and so varied, masterly and eloquent were

his speeches that they at once placed him in the

foremost rank of American orators and statesmen.

On account of his eloquence as a speaker and hi?

power as a debater, he was called upon at an un-

commonly early age to take part in the discussion

of the great questions that then began to agitate

the country. He was an uncompromising anti

slavery man, and was matched against some of the

most eminent Democratic speakers of his State

No man who felt the touch of his blade der'red V
be pitted with him again. "With all his eloq-'ence

as an orator he never spoke for orntorica'i effect,

but his words always went like bullets to the mark

He is purely American in his ideas and is a splep

did type of the American statesman. Gifted witli

quick perception, a logical mind and a ready tongue,

he is one of the most distinguished impromptu

speakers in the Nation. Many of these speeches

sparkled with the rarest of eloquence and contained

arguments of greatest weight. Man}' of his terse

statements have aheady become aphorisms. Origl-

nnl in thought precise la logic, terse in statement,

ye* w'tlial faultless in eloquence, he is recognized as

the sound statesman and bnluan orator o- tiiL day
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GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS.

'-' HADRACH BOND, ihe fust

Governor of Illinois after its

organization t-s a State, serving

from 1818 to 1S22, was born in

Frederick County, Maryland,

in the year 1773, and was

raised a farmer on his fathei's

plantation, receiving only a plain

English education. He emigrated

to this State in 1794, when it was a

part of the "Northwest Territory,"

continuing in the vocation in which

he had been brought up in his native

State, in the " New Design," near

Eagle Creek, in what is now Monroe
County. He served several terms as

a member of the General Assembly

of Indiana Territory, after it was organized as such,

and in 1812-14 he was a Delegate to the Twelfth

and Thirteenth Congresses, taking his seat Dec. 3,

1812, and serving until Oct. 3, [S14. These were

the times, the reader will recollect, when this Gov-
ernment had its last struggle with Great Britain.

The year 1812 is also noted in the history of this

State as that in which the first Territorial Legislature

was held. It convened at Kaskaskia, Nov. 25, and

adjourned Dec. 26, following.

While serving as Delegate to Congress, Mr. Bond
was instrumental in procuring the right of pre-emp-

tion on the public domain. On the expiration of his

term at Washington he was appointed Receiver of

Public Moneys at Kaskaskia, then the capital of the

Territory. In company with John G. Comyges,

Thomas H. Harris, Charles Slade, Michael Jones,

Warren Brown, Edward Humphries and Charles W
Hunter, he became a proprietor of the site of the

initial city of Cairo, which they hoped, from its favor-

able location at the junction of the two greav

rivers near tiie center of the Great West, would
rapidly develop into a metropolis. To aid the enter-

prise, they obtained a special charter from the Legis-

lature, incorporating l)oth the City and the Bank of

Cairo.

In 1818 Mr. Bond was elected the first Governor

of the State of Illinois, being inaugurated Oct. 6

that year, which was several weeks before Illinois

was actually admitted. The facts are these: In

January, 1818, the Territorial Legislature sent a peti-

tion to Congress for the admission of Illinois as a

State, Nathaniel Pope being then Delegate. The
petition was granted, fixing the northern line of the

State on the latitude of the southern extremity of

Lake Michigan; but the bill was afterward so amend-
ed as to extend this line to its present latitude. In

July a convention was called at Kaskaskia to draft a

constitution, which, however, was not submitted to

the people. By its provisions, supreme judges, pros

ecuting attorneys, county and circuit judges, record-

ers and justices of the peace were all to be appointed

by the Governor or elected by the Legislature. This

constitution was accepted by Congress Dec. 30. At

that time Illinois comprised but eleven counties,

namely, Randolph, Madison, Gallatin, Johnson,

Pope, Jackson, Crawford, Bond, Union, Washington

and Franklin, the northern portion of the State be-

ing mainly in Madison County. Thus it appears

that Mr. Bond was honored by the naming of a
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county before he was elected Governor. The present

county of Bond is of small limitations, about 60 to 80

miles south of Springfield. For Lieutenant Go-^ernor

the oeople chose Pierre Menard, a prominent and

worthy Frenchman, after whom a county in this State

is named. In this election there were no opposition

candidates, as the popularity of these men had made
their promotion to the chief offices of the Slate, even

Oefore the constitution was drafted, a foregone con-

clusion.

The principal points that excited the people in

reference to political issues at this period were local

or "internal improvements," as they were called.

State banks, location of the capital, slavery and the

personal characteristics of the proposed candidates.

Mr. Bond represented the "Convention party," for

introducing slavery into the State, supported by Ellas

Ke It Kane, his Secretary of State, and John Mc-
Lean, while Nathaniel Pope and John P. Cook led

the anti-slavery element. The people, however, did

not become very much excited over this issue until

1820, when the f inuus Missouri Compromise was

adopted by Congress, limiting slavery to the south

of the parallel of 36° 30' except in Missouri. While

this measure settled the great slavery controversy,

so far as the average public sentiment was tempor-

arily concerned, until 1854, when it was repealed

under the leadership of Stephen A. Douglas, the issue

as considered locally in this State was not decided

until 1824, after a most furious campaign. (See

sketch of Gov. Coles.) The ticket of 1818 was a

compromise one, Bond representing (moderately) the

pro-slavery sentiment and Menard the anti-slavery.

An awkward element in the State government

under Gov. Bond's administration, was the imperfec-

tion of the State constitution. The Convention

wished to have Elijah C. Berry for the first Auditor

of Public Accounts, but, as it was believed that the

new Governor would not appoint him to the office,

the Convention declared in a schedule that " an

auditor of public accounts, an attorney general and

such other officers of the State as may be necessary,

may be appointed by the General Assembly." Tlie

Constitution, as it stood, vested a very large appoint-

ing power in the Governor ; but for the purpose of

getting one man into office, a total change was made,

and the power vested in the Legislature. Of this

'/Tovision the Legislature took advantage, and de-

clared that State's attorneys, canal commissioners,

bank directors, etc., were all " officers of the State
'

and must therefore be appointed by itself independ-

ently of the Governor.

During Gov. Bond's administration a general law

was passed for the incorporation of academies and

towns, and one authorizing lotteries. The session of

1822 authorized the Governor to appoint commis-

sioners, to act in conjunction with like commissioners

appointed by the State of Indiana, to report on the

practicability and expediency of improving the navi-

gation of the Wabash River; also inland navigation

generally. Many improvements were recommended,

some of which have been feebly worked at even till

the present day, those along the Wabash being of no

value. Also, during Gov. Bond's term of office, the

capital of the State was removed from Kaskaskia to

Vandalia. In 1820 a law was passed by Congress

authorizing this State to open a canal through the

public lands. The State appointed commissioners

lo explore the route and prepare the necessary sur-

veys and estimates, preparatory to its execution;

but, being unable out of its own resources to defray

the expenses of the undertaking, it was abandoned

until some time after Congress made tiie grant of

land for the purpose of its construction.

On the whole, Gov. Bond's administration was

fairly good, not being open to severe criticism from

any party. In 1824, two years after the expiration

of his term of office, he was brought out as a candi-

date for Congress against the formidable John P.

Cook, but received only 4,374 votes tc 7,460 for the

latter. Gov. Bond was no orator, but had made

many fast friends by a judicious be:towment of his

gubernatorial patronage, and these worked zealously

fur him in the campaign.

In 1827 ex-Gov. Bond was appointed by the Leg-

islature, with Wm. P. McKee and Dr. Gersliom

Jayne, as Commissioners to locate a site for a peni-

tentiary on the Mississippi at or near Alton.

Mr. Bond was of a benevolent and convivial dis-

position, a man of shrewd observation and clear ap-

preciation of events. His person was erect, stand-

ing six feet in height, and after middle life became

portly, weighing 200 pounds. His features were

strongly masculine, complexion dark, hnir jet and

eyes hazel ; was a favorite with the ladies. He died

April II, 1830, in peace and contentment
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DWARD COLES, second

Governor of Illinois, 1823-

6, was born Dec. 15, 1786,

in Albemarle Co., Va., on

the old family estate called

" Enniscorthy," on the

Green Mountain. His fath-

er, John Coles, was a Colonel in the

Revolutionary War. Having been fit-

ted for college by private tutors, he

was sent to Hampden Sidney, where

he remained until the autumn of 1805,

when he was removed to William and

Mary College, at Williamsburg, Va.

This college he left in the summer of

short time before the final and graduating

exaiiii lation. Among his classmates were Lieut.

Gen. Scott, President John Tyler, Wm. S. Archer,

United States Senator from Virginia, and Justice

B.ildwin, of the United States Supreme Court. The
President of the latter college. Bishop Madison, was

a cousin of President James Madison, and that cir-

cumstance was the occasion of Mr. Coles becoming

personally acquainted with the President and re-

ceiving a position as his private secretary, 1809-15.

The family of Coles was a prominent one in Vir-

ginia, and their mansion was the seat of the old-

fashioned Virginian hospitality. It was visited by

such notables as Patrick Henry, Jefferson, Madison,

Monroe, the Randolphs, Tazewell, Wirt, etc. At the

age of 23, youno Coles founa himself heir to a plant-

ation and a considerable number of slaves. Ever

since liis earlier collegi days his attention had been

drawn to the questioi of sUvery. He read every-

thing on the subject that came in his way, and

listened to lectures on the rights of man. The more

he reflected upon the subject, the more impossible

was it for him to reconcile the immortal declaration

"that all men are born free and equal " with the

practice of slave-holding. He resolved, therefore, to

free his slaves the first opportunity, and even remove

liis residence to a free State. One reason which de-

termined him to accept the appointment as private

secretary to Mr. M idison was because he believed

that through the acquaintances he could make at

Washington he could better determine in what par,

of the non-slaveholding portion of the Union he woulc

prefer to settle.

The relations between Mr. Coles and President

Madison, as well as Jefferson and other distinguished

uieu, were of a very friendly character, arising from

the similarity of their views on the question of slavery

and their sympathy for each other in holding doc-

trines so much at variance with the prevailing senti-

ment in their own State.

In 1857, he resigned his secretaryship and spent a

portion of the following autumn in exploring the

Northwest Territory, for the purpose of finding a lo-

cation and purchasing lands on which to settle his

negroes. He traveled with a horse and buggy, with

an extra man and horse for emergencies, through

many parts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri,

determining finally to settle in Illinois. At this time,

hort-ever, a misunderstanding arose between our

Government and Russia, and Mr. Coles was selected

to repair to St. Petersburg on a special mission, bear-

ing important papers concerning the matter at issue

The result was a convigtioii of the Emperor (Alex-
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ander) of the error committed by his minister at

Washington, and the consequent withdrawal of the

the latter from the post. On his return, Mr. Cules

visited other parts of Europe, especially Paris, where

he was introduced to Gen. Lafayette.

In the spring of 1819, he removed with all his

negroes from Virginia to Edwardsville, 111, with the

intention of giving them their liberty. He did not

make known to them his intention until one beautiful

morning in April, as they were descending the Ohio

River. He lashed all the boats together and called

all the negroes on deck and made them a short ad-

dress, concluding his remaiksby so expressing him-

self that by a turn of a sentence he proclaimed in

the shortest and fullest manner that they were no

longer slaves, but free as he was and were at liberty

to proceed with him or go ashore at their pleas-

ure. A description of the effect upon the negroes is

best desciibed in his own language :

"The effect upon them was electrical. They stared

at n-.e and then at each other, as if doubting the ac-

curacy or reality of what they heard. In breathless

silence they stood before me, unable to utter a word,

but with countenances beaming with expression which

no words could convey, and which no language

can describe. As they began to see the truth of

what they had heard, and realize their situation, there

came on a kind of hysterical, giggling laugh. After

a pause of intense and unutterable emotion, bathed
in tears, and with tremulous voices, they gave vent to

their gratitude and implored the blessing of God
on me."

Before landing he gave them a general certificate

of freedom, and afterward conformed more particu-

larly with the law of this State requiring that each
individual should have a certificate. This act of

Mr. Coles, all the more noble and heroic considering

the overwhelming pro-slavery influences surrounding
him, has challenged the admiration of every philan-

thropist of modern times.

March 5, iSig, President Monroe appointed >.fr.

Coles Registrar of the Land Office at Edwardsvihe,
at that time one of the principal land offices in the

State. While acting in this capacity and gaining

many friends by his politeness and general intelli-

gence, the greatest struggle that ever occurred in

Illinois on the slavery quesiion culminated in the

furious contest characterizing the campaigns and
elections of 1822-4. In the summer of 1823, when a

new Governor was to be elected to succeed Mr.
Bond, the pro-slavery element divided into factions,

putting forward for the executive office Joseph
Phillips, Chief Justice of the State, Thomas C.

Browne and Gen. James B. Moore, of the State Mil-

itia. The anti-slavery element united upon Mr.
Coles, and, after one of the most bitter campaigns,
succeeded in electing him as Governor. His plural-

ity over Judge Phillips was only 59 in a. tota.l vote of

over S,ooo. The Lieutenant Governor was elected

by the slavery men. Mr. Coles' inauguration speech

was marked by calmness, deliberation and such a

wise exijression of appropriate suggestions as to

elicit the sanction of all judicious politicians. But
he compromised not with evil. In his message to

tlie Legislature, the seat of Government being then

at Vandalia, he strongly urged the abrogation of the

modified form of slavery which then existed in this

State, contrary to the Ordinance of 1787. His posi-

tion on this subject seems the more remarkable, when
it is considered that he was a minority Governor, the

population of Illinois being at that time almost ex-

clusively from slave-holding States and by a large

majority in favor of the perpetuation of that old relic

of barbarism. The Legislature itself was, of course,

a reflex of the popular sentiment, and a majority of

them were led on by fiery men in denunciations of

the conscientious Governor, and in curses loud and
deep upon him and all his friends. Some of the

public men, indeed, went so far as to head a sort of

mob, or "shiveree" party, who visited the residence

of the Governor and others at Vandalia and yelled

and groaned and spat fire.

The Constitution, not establishing or permitting

slavery in this State, was thought therefore to be

defective by the slavery politicians, and they desired

a State Convention to be elected, to devise and sub-

mit a new Constitution ; and the dominant politics

of the day was "Convention" and "anti-Conven-
tion." Both parties issued addresses to the jjeople.

Gov. Coles himself being the author of the address

published by the latter party. This address rev ;aled

the schemes of the cons[)irators in a masterly ,nan-

ner. It is difficult for us at this distant day to esti-

mate the critical and extremely delicate situation in

which the Governor was placed at that time.

Our hero maintained himself honorably and with

supreme dignity throughout his administration, and
in his honor a county in this State is named. He
was truly a great man, and those who lived in

this State during his sojourn here, like those who
live at the base of the mountain, were too near to see

and recognize the greatness that overshadowed them.

Mr. Coles was married Nov. 28, 1833, by Bisho])

De Lancey, to Miss Sally Logan Roberts, a daughter

of Hugh Roberts, a descendant of Welsh ancestry,

who cami to this country with Wm. Penn in 1682.

After the expiration of his term of service, Gov.

Coles continued his residence in Edwardsville, sup-

erintending his farm in the vicinity. He was fond

of agriculture, and was the founder of the first agri-

cultural society in the State. On account of ill

health, however, and having no family to tie him
down, he spent much of his time in Eastern cities.

About 1832 he changed his residence to Pliiladel-

phia, where he died July 7, 1868, and is buried at

Woodland, near that city.
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INIAN EDWARDS, Governor

from 1827 to 1830, was .a sou

of Benjamin Edwards, and

was born in Mont_L;omery

Vr, County, Maryland, in March,

-._:^^' 1775- His domestic train-

s'' ^ ing was well fitted to give

his mind strength, firmness and

lie; orable principles, and a good

foundation was laid for the elevated

character to which he afterwards

attained. His parents were Bap-

tists, and very strict in their moral

piinciples. His education in early

youth was in company with and

partly under the tuition of Hon. Wm.
Wirt, whom his father patronized

and who was more than two years

older. An intimacy was thus

formed between them which was lasting for life. He
was farther educated at Dickinson College, at Car-

lisle, Pa. He ne.xt ciniraenced the study of law, but

before completing his course he moved to Nelson

County, Ky., to open a farm for his father and to

purchase homes and locate lands for his brothers and

sisters. Here he fell in the company of dissolute

companions, and for several years led the life of a

spendthrift. He was, however, elected to the Legis-

lature of Kentucky as the Representative of Nelson

•County before he was 2 i years of age, and was re-

jected by an almost unanimous vote.

In 1798 he was licensed to practice law, and the

following year was admitted to the Courts of Tennes-

see. About this time he left Nelson County for

Russellville, in Logan County, broke away from his

dissolute companions, commenced a reformation and

devoted himself to severe and laborious study. He
then began to rise rapidly in his profession, and soon

became an eminent lawyer, and inside of four years

he filled in succession the offices of Presiding Judge

of the General Court, Circuit Judge, fourth Judge of

the Court of Appeals and Chief Justice of the State,

—-all before he was 32 years of age ! In addition, in

1802, he received a commission as Major of a battal-

ion of Kentucky militia, and in 1804 was chosen a

Presidential Elector, on the Jefferson and Clinton

ticket. In 1806 he was a candidate for Congress,

but withdrew on being promoted to the Court of

Appeals.

Illinois was organized as a separate Territory in

the spring of r8o9, when Mr. Edwards, then Chief

Justice of the Court of Appeals in Kentucky, received

from President Madison the appointment as Gover-

nor of the new Territory, his commission bearing date

April 24, 1809. Edwards arrived at Kaskaskia in

June, and on the i ith of that month took the oath of

office. At the same time he was appointed Superin-

tendent of the United States Saline, this Government
interest then developing into considerable proportions

in Southern Illinois. Although during the first three

years of his administration he had the power to make
new counties and appoint all the officers, yet he always

allowed the people of each county, by an informal
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vote, to select their own officers, both civil and mili-

tary. The noted John J. Crittenden, afterward

United States Senator from Kentucky, was appointed

by Gev. Edwards to the office of Attorney General of

the Territory, which office was accepted for a short

time only.

The Indians in iSio committing sundry depreda-

tions in the Territory, crossing the Mississippi from

the Territory of Louisiana, a long correspondence fol-

lowed between the respective Governors concerning

the remedies, which ended in a council with the sav-

ages at Peoria in 1812, and a fresh interpretation of

the treaties. Peoria was depopulated by these de-

predations, and was not re-settled for many _years

afterward.

As Gov. Edwards' term of office expired by law in

1 81 2, he was re-appointed for another term of three

years, and again in 1815 for a third term, serving

until the organization of the State in the fall of 1818

and the inauguration of Gov. Bond. At this time

ex-Gov. Edwards was sent to the United States

Senate, his colleague being Jesse B. Thomas. As

Senator, Mr. Edwards took a conspicuous part, and

acquitted himself honorably in all the measures that

came up in that body, being well posted, an able de-

Dater and a conscientious statesman. He thought

teriously of resigning this situation in 182 1, but was

persuaded by his old friend, Wm. Wirt, and others to

continue in office, which he did to the end of the

term.

He was then appointed Minister to Mexico by

President Monroe. About this time, it appears that

Mr. Edwards saw suspicious signs in the conduct of

Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the United States

Treasury, and an ambitious candidate for the Presi-

dency, and being implicated by the latter in some of

his statements, he resigned his Mexican mission in

'irder fully to investigate the charges. The result

was the exculpation of Mr. Edwards.

Pro-slavery regulations, often termed "Black Laws,"

disgraced the statute books of both the Territory and

';he State of Illinois during the whole of his career in

Ais commonwealth, and Mr. Edwards always main-

tained the doctrines of freedom, and was an important

actor in the great struggle which ended in a victory

for his parfy in \%2i.

In 1826 7 the Winnebago and other Indians com-

mitted soire depredations in the northern part of the

State, and the white settlers, who desired the land<!

and wished to exasperate the savages into an evacu-

ation of the country, magnified the misdemeanors of

the aborigines and thereby produced a hostility be-

tween the races so great as to precipitate a little war,

known in history as the "Winnebago War." A few

chases and skirmishes were had, when Gen. Atkinson

succeeded in capturing Red Bird, the Indian chief,

and putting him to death, thus ending the contest, at

least until the troubles commenced which ended in

the " Black Hawk War " of 1832. In the interpre-

tation of treaties and execution of their provisions

Gov. Edwards had much vexatious work to do. The
Indians kept themselves generally witliin the juris-

diction of Michigan Territory, and its Governor,

Lewis Cass, was at a point so remote that ready cor-

respondence with him was difficult or impossible.

Gov. Edwards' administration, however, in regard to

the protection of the Illinois frontier, seems to hava

been very efficient and satisfactory.

For a considerable portion of his time after his re-

moval to Illinois, Gov. Edwards resided upon his

farm near Kaskaskia, which he had well stocked with

horses, cattle and sheep from Kentucky, also with

fruit-trees, grape-vines and shrubbery. He estab-

lished saw and grist-mills, and engaged extensively

in mercantile business, having no less tlian eiglit or ten

stores in this State and Missouri. Notwithstanding

the arduous duties of his office, he nearly always pur-

chased the goods himself with whicji to supply the

stores. Although not a regular practitioner of medi-

cine, he studied the healing art to a considerable ex-

tent, and took great pleasure in prescribing for, and

taking care of, the sick, generally without charge.

He was also liberal to the poor, several widows and

ministers of the gospel becoming indebted to him

even for their homes.

He married Miss Elvira Lane, of Maryland, in

1803, and they became the affectionate parents of

several children, one of whom, especially, is well'

known to the people of the " Prairie State," namely,

Ninian Wirt Edwards, once the Superintendent c<

Public Instruction and still a resident of Springfield

Gov. Edwards resided at and in the vicinity of Kas-

kaskia from 1S09 to 1S18; in Edwardsville (named
after him) from that time to 1824; and from the lat-

ter date at Belleville, St. Clair County, until his

death, July 20, 1833, of Asiatic cholera. Edwards
County is also named in his honor.
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)HN REYNOLDS, Governor 1831-

4, was born in Montgomery Coun-

ty, Pennsylvania, Feb. 26, 1788.

His fatlier, Robert Reynolds and

liis mother, nee Margaret Moore,

were both natives of Ireland, from

which country they emigrated to

the United States in 1785, land-

ing at Philadelphia. The senior

Reynolds entertained an undying

hostility to the British Govern-

ment. When the subject of tliis

sketch was about six months old,

his parents emigrated with him to

Tennessee, where many of their

relatives had already located, at the base of the

Copper Ridge Mountain, about 14 miles northeast of

the present city of Knoxville. There they were ex-

posed to Indian depredations, and were much molest-

ed by them. In 1794 they moved into the interior

of the State. They were poor, and brought up their

children to habits of manual industry.

In 1800 the family removed to Kaskaskia, 111., with

eight horses and two wagons, encountering many
Hardships on the way. Here young Reynolds passed

the most of his childhood, while his character began

to develop, the most prominent traits of which were

ambition and energy. He also adopted the principle

and practice of total abstinence from intoxicating

liquors. In 1807 the family made another removal.

this time to the " Goshen Settlement," at the foot of

the Mississippi bluffs three or four miles southwest

of Edwardsville.

On arriving at his 20th year, Mr. Reynolds, seeing

tliat he must look about for his own livelihood and

not yet having determined what calling to pursue,

concluded first to attend college, and he accordingly

went to such an institution of learning, near Knox-

ville, Tenn., where he had relatives. Imagine his

diffidence, when, after passing the first 20 years of

his life without ever having seen a carpet, a papered

wall or a Windsor chair, and never having lived in a

shingle-roofed house, he suddenly ushered himself

into the society of the wealthy in the vicinity of

Knoxville! He attended college nearly two years,

going through the principal Latin authors ; but it

seems that he, like the rest of the world in modem
times, had but very little use for his Latin in after

life. He always failed, indeed, to exhibit any good

degree of literary discipline. He commenced the

study of law in Knoxville, but a pulmonary trouble

came on and compelled him to change his mode
of life. Accordingly he returned home and re-

cuperated, and in 1812 resumed his college and

law studies at Knoxville. In the fall of 1812 he was

admitted to .the Bar at Kaskaskia. About this time

he also learned the French language, which he

practiced with pleasure in conversation with his

family for many years. He regarded this language

as being superior to all others for social intercourse.
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From his services in the West, in the war of 1812,

he obtained tlie sobriquet of the " Old Ranger." He
was Orderly Sergeant, then Judge Advocate.

iMr. Reynolds opened his first law office in the

winter and spring of 1814, inthe French village of

Cahokia, then the capital of St. Clair County.

In the fall of 1S18 he was elected an Associate

Justice upon the Supreme Bench by the General

Assembly. In 1825 he entered more earnestly tlian

ever into the practice of law, and the very next year

was elected a member of the Legislature, where he

acted independently of all cliques and private inter-

ests. In 1S2S the Whigs and Democrats were for

the first time distinctively organized as such in Illi-

nois, and the usual party bitterness grew up and
raged on all sides, while Mr. Reynolds preserved a

iudicial calmness and moderation. The real animus
.if the campaign was " Jackson " and " anti-Jackson,"

'he former party carrying the State.

In August, 1S30, Mr. Reynolds was elected Gov-
ernor, amid great excitement. Installed in office, he
did all within his power to advance the cause of edu-
cation, internal improvements, the Illinois & Mich-
igan Canal, the harbor at Chicago, settling the coun-
try, etc.; also recc mmended the winding up of the

State Bank, as its affairs had become dangerously
complicated. In his national politics, hr was a

moderate supporter of General Jackson. But the

most celebrated event of his gubernatcriai admin-
istration was the Black Hawk War, which occurred

in 1832. He called out the militia and prosecuted

the contest with commendable diligence, appearing
in jierson on the battle-grounds during the most
critical [icriods. He was recognized by the President

as Major-General, and authorized by him to make
treaties with the Indians. By the assistance of tlie

genf.ral Government the war was terminated without

much bloodshed, but after many serious fights. This
war, as well as everything else, was materially re-

tarded by the occurrence of Asiatic cholera in the

West. This was its first appearance here, and was
the next event in prominence during Gov. Reynolds'
Verm.

South Carolina nullification coming up at this time,

t was heartily condemned by both President Jackson
i.nd Gov. Reynolds, who took precisely the same
grounds as the Unionists in the last war.

On the termination of his gubernatorial term in

.834, Gov. Reynolds was elected a Member of Con-
gress, still considering himself a backwoodsman, as
•• e had scarcely been outside of the State since he
became of age, and had spent nearly all his youthful
days in the wildest region of the frontier. His first

move in Congress was to adopt a resolution that in

all elections made by the House for offii.ers the votes
should be given viva voce, each member in his place
naming aloud the person for whom he votes. This
created considerable heated discussion, but was es-

sentially adopted, and remained the controlling prin-

ciple for many years. The ex-Governor was scarcely

aljsent from his seat a single day, during eight ses-

sions of Congress, covering a period of seven years,

and he never vacillated in a party vote; but he failed

to get the Democratic party to foster his " National

Road" scheme. He says, in " My Own Times " (a

large autobiography he published), that it was only

by rigid economy that he avoided insolvency while in

Washington. During his sojourn in that city lie was
married, to a lady of the place.

In 1837, while out of Congress, and in company
with a few others, he built the first railroad in the

Mississippi Valley, namely, one about six mUes long,

leading from his coal mine in the Mississippi bluff to

the bank of the river opposite St. Louis. Hnvingnot
the means to purchase a locomotive, they operated it

by horse-power. The next spring, however, the com-
pany sold out, at great sacrifice.

In 1839 the ex-Governor was appointed one of the

Canal Commissioners, and authorized to borrow

money to prosecute the enterprise. Accord'iigly, he

repaired to Philadelphia and succeeding in obtaining

a million dollars, which, however, was only a fourth

of what was wanted. The same year he and his

wife made at our of Europe. This year, also, Mr.
Reynolds had the rather awkward little responsibility

of introducing to President Van Buren the noted
Monnon Prophet, Joseph Smith, as a " Latter-Day
Saint! "

In 1846 Gov. Reynolds was elected a member of

the Legislature from St. Clair County, more particu

larly for the purpose of obtaining a feasible charter

for a macadamized road from Belleville to St. Louis,

a distance of nearly 14 miles. This was immediately
built, and was the first road of the kind in the State.

He was again elected to the Legislature in 1852, when
he was chosen Speaker of the House. In i860, aged
and infirm, he attended the National Democratic
Convention at Charleston, S. C , as an anti-Douglas

Delegate, where he received more attention from the

Southern Delegates than any other member. He
supported Breckenridge for the Presidency. After

the October elections foreshadowed the success of

Lincoln, he published an address urging the Demo-
crats to rally to the support of Douglas. Immedi-
ately preceding and during the late war, his corre-

spondence evinced a clear sympathy for the Southern
secession, and about the first of March, i86r, he
urged upon the Buchanan officials the seizure of the

treasure and arms in the custom-house and arsenal

at St. Louis. Mr. Reynolds was a rather talkative

man, and apt in all the Western phrases and catch-

words that ever gained currency, besides many cun-

ning and odd ones of his own manufacture.

He was married twice, but had no children. He
died in Belleville, in May, 1865, just after the close

of the war.
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LLIAM LEE I). EWING,
Governor of Illinois Nov. 3

's% to 17, 1834, was a native

of Kentucky, and probably

of Scotch ancestry. He had

a fine education, was a gentle-

man of polished manners and

refined sentiment. In 1830 John Rey-

nolds was elected Governor of the State,

and Zadok Casey Lieutenant Governor,

and for the principal events that followed,

and the characteristics of the times, see

sketch of Gov. Reynolds. The first we

g^ see in history concerning Mr. Ewing, in-

forms us that he was a Receiver of Public

Mor.eys at Vandalia soon after the organization of

t*iis State, and that the public moneys in his hands

vere deposited in various banks, as they are usually

r-.' thi. present day. In 1823 the State Bank was

-obbed, by which disaster Mr. Ewing lost a thousand-

dollar deposit.

The subject of this sketch had a commission as

Colonel in the Black Hawk War, and in emergencies

ne acTed also as Major. In the summer of 1832,

^hen L oras rumored among the whites that Black

Hawk and 'lis men had encamped somewhere on

Rock River, Gen. Henry was sent on a tour of

reconnoisance, and with orders to drive the Indians

from the State. After some opposition from his

ubordinate officers, Henry resolved to proceed up

Rock River in search of the enemy. On the 19th of

'uly, early in the morning, five baggage wagons,

camp equipage and all heavy and cumbersome arti-

cles were piled up and left, so that the army might

make speedy and forced marches. For some miles

the travel was exceedingly bad, crossing swamps

and the worst thickets ; but the large, fresh trail

gave life and animation to tl-.e Americans. Gen.

Dodge and Col. Ewing were both actnig as Majors,

and composed the " spy corps " or vanguard of the

army. It is supposed the army marched nearly 50

miles this day, and the Indian trail they followed

became fresher, and was strewed with much property

and trinkets of the red-skin-, tliat they had lost or

thrown away to hasten iheir march. During the

following night there was a terrific thunder-storm, and

the soldiery, with all their appurtenances, were thor-

oughly drenched.

On approaching nearer the Indians the next day.

Gen. Dodge and Major Ewing, each commanding a

battalion of men, were placed in front to bring on the

battle, but the savages were not overtaken this day

Forced marches were continued until they reached.

Wisconsin River, where a veritable battle ensiled,

resulting in the death of about 68 of Black Hawk's

men. The next day they continued the chase, and

as soon as he discovered the trail of the Indians

leading toward the Mississippi, Maj. Ewing formed

his battalion in order of battle and awaited the order

of Gen. Henry. The latter soon appeared on the

ground and ordered a charge, which directly resulted

in chasing the red warriors across the great river.

M.aj. Ewing and his command proved particularly

efficient in war, as it seems they were the chief actors

in driving the main body of the Sacs and Foxes, in-
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eluding Black Hawk himself, across the Mississippi,

while Gen. Atkinson, commander-in-chief of the ex-

pedition, with a body of the army, was hunting for

them in another direction.

In the above affair Mnj. Ewing is often referred to

as a "General," which title he had derived from his

connection with the militia.

It was in the latter part of the same year (1832)

that Lieutenant Governor Casey was elected to Con-

gress and Gen. Ewing, who had been elected to the

Senate, was chosen to preside over that body. At

the August election of 1834, Gov. Reynolds was also

elected to Congress, more than a year ahead of the

time at which he could actually take his seat, as was

then tlie law. His predecessor, Charles Slade, had

just died of Asiatic cholera, soon after the elec-

tion, and Gov. Reynolds was chosen to serve out his

unexpired term. Accordingly he set out for Wash-

ington in November of that year to take his seat in

Congress, and Gen. Ewing, by virtue of his office as

President of the Senate, became Governor of the

State of Illinois, his term covering only a period of

15 days namely, from the 3d to the 17th d:iys, in-

clusive, of November. On the 17th the Legislature

met, and Gov. Ewing transmitted to that body his

message, giving a statement of the condition of the

affairs of the State at that time, and urging a contin-

uance of the policy adopted by his predecessor; and

on the same day Governor elect Joseph Duncan

'^'as sworn into office, thus relieving Mr. Ewing from

the responsible situation. This is the only time that

such a juncture has happened in the history of Illi-

nois.

On the 29th of December, 1835, Gen. Ewing was

elected a United States Senator to serve out the

unexpired term of Elias Kent Kane, deceased. The
latter gentleman was a very prominent figure in the

early politics of Illinois, and a county in this State is

named in his honor. The election of Gen. Ewing to

the Senate was a protracted struggle. His competi-

tors were James Semple, who afterwards held several

important offices in tiiis State, and Richard M.
Young, afterward a United States Senator and a

Supreme Judge and a man of vast influence. On
the first ballot Mr. Semple had 25 votes. Young 19

and Ewing 18. On the eighth ballot Young was

dropped; the ninth and tenth stood a tie; but on

the 1 2th Ewing received 40, to Semple 37, and was

accordingly declared elected. In 1837 Mr. Ewinr;

received some votes for a continuance of his term in

Congress, when Mr. Young, just referred to, was

elected. In 1842 Mr. Ewing was elected State

Audit'^r on the ticket with Gov. Ford.

Gen. Ewing was a gentleman of culture, a lawyer

by profession, and was much in public life. In person

he was above medium height and of heavy build,

with auburn hair, blue eyes, large-sized head and

sliort face. He was genial, social, friendly and

affable, with f.iir talent, though of no high degree of

originality. He died March 25, 1846.
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? OSEPH DUNCAN, Governor

tX 1834-8, was born at Paris,

Ky., Feb. 23, 1794. At the

tender age of 19 years he en-

^^ listed in the war against Great

Britain, and as a soldier he

acquitted himself with credit. He
was an Ensign under the daunt-

less Croghan at Lower Sandubky,

or Fort Stephenson. In Illinois

he first appeared in a public capa-

city as Major-General of the Militia,

a position vvhich his military fame

lad procured him. Subsequently

he became a State Senator from

j
Jackson County, and is honorably

mentioned fur introducing the first bill providing fur

a free-school system. In 1826, when the redoubt-

able John P. Cook, who had previously beaten such

men as John McLean, Elias Kent Kane and ex-

Gov. Bond, came up for the fourth time for Congress,

Mr. Duncan was brought forward against him by his

fiiends, greatly to the surprise of all the politicians.

i\s yet he was but little known in the State. He was

an original Jackson man at that time, being attached

to his political fortune in admiration of the glory of

his militaiy achievements. His chances of success

against Cook were generally regarded as hopeless,

but he entered upon the campaign undaunted. His
speeches, though short and devoid of ornament, were
full of good sense. He made a diligent canvass of

the State, Mr. Cook being hindered by the condition of

his health. The most that was expected of Mr.
Duncan, under the circumstances, was that he would

obtain a respectable vote, but without defeating Mr
Cook. The result of the campaign, however, was a

source of surprise and amazement to both friends

and foes, as Mr. Duncan came out 641 votes ahead!

He received 6,321 votes, and Mr. Cook 5,680. Un-
til this denouement, the violence of party feeling

smoldering in the breasts of tiie people on account

of the defeat of Jackson, was not duly appreciated.

Aside from the great convention struggle of 1824, no

other than mere local and perional considerations

had ever before controlled an election in Illinois.

From the above date Mr. Duncan retained his

seat in Co igress until his election as Governor in

.\ugust, 1834. The first and bloodless year of the

Black Hawk War he was appointed by Gov. Rey-

nolds to the position of Brigadier-General of the

volunteers, and he conducted his brigade to Rock
Island. But he was absent from the State, in Wash-
ington, during the gubernatorial campaign, and did

not personally participate in it, but addressed circu-

lars to his constituents. His election was, indeed,

attributed to the circumstance of his absence, be-

cause his estrangement from Jackson, formerly his

political idol, and also from the Democracy, largely

in ascendency in the State, was complete; but while

his defection was well known to his Whig friends,

and even to the leading Jackson men of this State,

the latter were unable to carry conviction of that fact

to the masses, as mail and newspaper facilities at

that day were far inferior to those of the present

time. Of course the Governor was much abused

afterward by the fossilized Jackson men who re-

garded party ties and affiliations as above all

other issues that could arise; but he was doubtless
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sincere in his opposition to the old hero, as the latter

;;ad vetoed several important western measures

which were dear to Mr. Duncan. In his inaugural

message he threw off the mask and took a bold stand

ngain St the course of the President. The measures

•^.e recommended in his message, however, were so

desirable that the Legislature, although by a large

majority consisting of Jackson men, could not refrain

from endorsing them. These measures related

mainly to banks and internal improvements.

It was while Mr. Duncan was Governor that the

people of Illinois went whirling on with bank and in-

ternal improvement schemes that well nigh bank-

'upted the State. The hard times of 1837 came on,

and the disasters that attended the inauguration of

;hese plans and the operation of the banks were mu-

tually charged upon the two political parties. Had

any one man autocratic power to introduce and

carry on any one of these measures, he would proba-

bly have succeeded to the satisfaction of the public
;

but as many jealous men had hold of the same plow

handle, no success followed and each blamed the other

for the failure. In this great vortex Gov. Duncan

was carried along, suffering the like derogation of

character with his fellow citizens.

At the height of the excitement the Legislature

" provided for " railroads from Galena to Cairo, Alton

to Shawneetown, Alton to Mount Carmel, Alton to the

eastern boundary of the State in the direction of

Terre Haute, Quincy via Springfield to the Wabasli,

Bloomington to Pekin, and Peoria to Warsaw,—in all

about 1,300 miles of road. It also provided for the

improvement of the navigation of the Kaskaskia,

Illinois, Great and Little Wabash and Rock Rivers
;

also as a placebo, $200,000 in money were to be dis-

.ributed to the various counties wherein no improve-

ments were ordered to be made as above. The

estimate for the e.\[)enses for all these projects was

Jaced at a little over §10,000,000, which was not

more I.lan half enough! That would now be equal to

saddling upon the State a debt of $225,000,000! It

was sufficient to bankrupt the State several times

over, even counting all the possible benefits.

One of the most exciting events that ever occurred

in this fair State was tlie murder of Elijah P. Love-
icy in the fall of 1837, at Alton, during Mr. Duncan's

term as Governor. Lovejoy was an " Abolitionist,"

editing the Observer at that place, and the pro-

slavery slums there formed themselves into a mob,

and after destroying successively three presses be-

longing to Mr. Lovejoy, surrounded the warehouse

where the fourth press was stored away, endeavoring

to destroy it, and where Lovejoy and his friends

were entrenching themselves, and shot and killed the

brave reformer!

About this time, also, the question of removing th;

State capital again came up, as the 20 years' limit for

its existence at'Vandalia was drawing to a close.

There was, of course, considerable excitement over

the matter, the two main points competing for it be-

ing Springfield and Peoria. The jealousy of the lat-

ter place is not even yet, 45 years afterward, fully

allayed.

Gov. Duncan's term expired in 1S38. In 1842

he was again proposed as a candidate for the Execu-

tive chair, this time by the Whig party, against Adam
W. Snyder, of St. Clair Counly, the nominee of the

Democrats. Charles W. Planter was a third candi-

date for the same position. Mr. Snyder, however, disd

before the campaign had advanced very far, and his

party substituted Thomas Ford, who was elected

receiving 46,901 votes, to 38,584 for Duncan, and

909 for Hunter. The cause of Democratic success

at this time is mainly attributed to the temporary

support of the Mormons which they eiijoyed, and the

want ol any knowledge, on the part of the masses,

ihat Mr. Ford was opposed to any given policy en-

tertained in the respective localities.

Gov. Duncan was a man of rather limited educa-

tion, but with naturally fine aliilities he profited

greatly by his various public services, and gathered

a store of knowledge regarding public affairs which

served him a ready purpose. He possessed a clear

i idgment, decision, confidence in liimself and moral

courage to carry out liis convictions of right. In his

deportment he was well adapted to gain the admira

tion of the people. His intercourse with them was

both affable and dignified. His portrait at the Gov-

ernor's mansion, from which the accompanying was

made, represents him as having a swarthy complex-

ion, high cheek bones, broad forehead, piercing blade

eyes and straight black hair.

He was a liberal patron of the Illinois College at

Jacksonville, a member of its Board of Trustees, and

died, after a short illness, Jan. 15, 1844, a devoted

member of the Presbyterian Church, leaving a wife

but no children. Two children, born to them, had
died in infancy.
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Thomas carlin, the sixth

Governor of the State of

Illinois, serving from 1S3S

to 1842, was also a Ken-

tuckian, being born near

Frankfort, that State, July

18, 1789, of Irish paternity.

The opportunities for an education

being very meager in his native

place, he, on approaching years of

jad ;^mei]t and maturity, applied

himself to those branches of learn-

ing that seemed most important,

and thus became a self-made man ;

and his taste for reading and

study remained with him through

life. In 1803 his father removed

10 Missouri, then a part of " New Spain," where he

died in 18 10.

In 1812 young Carlin came to Illinois and partici-

pated in all the "ranging" service incident to the

war of that period, proving himself a soldier of un-

daunted bravery. In 18 14 he married Reljecca

Huitt, and lived for four years on the bank of the

Mississippi River, opposite the mouth of the Mis-

souri, where he followed farming, and then removed

to Greene County. He located the town site of Car-

rcn'Iton, in that county, and in 1825 made a liberal

donation of land for county building purposes. He
was the first Sheriff of that county after its separate

organization, and afterward was twice elected, as a

Jackson Democrat, to tlie Illinois Senate. In the

Black Hawk War he commanded a spy battalion, a

po4 of considerable danger. In 1834 he was ap-

jwinted by President Jackson to the position of

Receiver of Public Mon'')s, and to fulfill the office

more conveniently he removed to the city of Quincy.

While, in 1838, the unwieldy internal improvement

system of the State was in full operation, with all its

expensive machinery, amidst bank suspensions

throughout tiie United Sc.Ues, a great stringency in

the moiie\- market everywhere, and Illinois bonds

forced to sale at a heavy discount, and the " hardest

times " existing that the people of the Prairie State

ever saw, the general election of State ofhcers was

approaching. Discreet men who had cherislied the

hope of a speedy subsidence of tlie public infatua-

tion; met with disappointment. .\ Governor and

Legislature were to be elected, and these were now

looked forward to for a repeal of tlie ruinous State

[)olicy. But the grand scheme had not yet lost its

dazzling influence ujion the minds of the people.

Time and experience had not yet fully demonstrated

its utter absurdity. Hence the question of arresting

its career of profligate expenditures did not become

a leading one with the dominant party during the

campaign, and most of the old members of the Leg

islature were returned at this election.

Under these circumstances the Democrats, in State

Convention assembled, nominated Mr. Carlin for tlie

office of Governor, and S. H. Anderson for Lieuten-

ant Governor, while the Whigs nominated Cyrus Ed-

wards, brotlierof Ninian Edwards, formerly Governor,

and W. H. Davidson. Edwards came out strongly

for a continuance of the State policy, while Carlir

remained non-committal. This w.is the first tmie

that the two main political parties in this State were

unembar'assed by any third pariy in the field. The

result of the election was: Carlin, 35,573; Ander-

son, 30,335 ; Edwards, 29,629 ; and Davidson, 28,-

Upon the meeting of the subsequent Legislature

(1839), the retiring Governor CDuncan) in his nies-
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sage spoke in emphatic terms of the impolicy of the

internal improvement system, presaging the evils

< threatened, and uiged that body to do their utmost

to correct the great error
;

yet, on the contrary, the

Legislature not only decided to continue the policy

but also added to its burden by voting more appro-

priations and ordering more improvements. Although

the money market was still stringent, a further loan

of $4,000,000 was ordered for the Illinois & Mich-

igan Canal alone. Cn'cago at that time began to

loom up and promise to be an important city, even

the great emporium of the West, as it has since in-

deed came to be. Ex-Gov. Reynolds, an incompe-

tent financier, was commissioned to effect the loan,

and accordingly hastened to the East on this respons-

ible errand, and negotiated tlie loans, at considera-

ble sacrifice to the State. Besides this embarrassment

tc Carlin's administration, the Legislature also de-

clared that he had no authority to appoint a Secretary

of State until a vacancy existed, and A. P. Field, a

Whig, who had already held the post by appointment

.hrough three administrations, was determined to

keep the place a while longer, in spite of Gov. Car-

lin's preferences. The course of the Legislature in

this regard, however, was finally sustained by tlie

Supreme Court, in a quo warranto case brought up

before it by John A. McClernand, whom the Gov-

ernor had nominated for the office. Thereupon that

dignified body was denounced as a "Whig Court!'

endeavoring to establish the principle of life-tenure

of office.

A new law was adopted re-organizing the Judici-

ary, and under it five additional Supreme Judges

were elected by tlie Legislature, namely, Thomas
Ford (afterward Governor), Sidney Breese, Walter B.

Scates, Samuel H. Treat and Stephen A. Douglas

—

all Democrats.

It was during Cov. Carlin's administration that the

noisy campaign of "Tippecanoe and Tyler too " oc-

curred, resulting in a Whig victory. This, however,

did net affect Illinois politics very seriously.

Another prominent event in the West during Gov.

Carlin's term of office was the excitement caused by

the Mormons and their removal from Independence,

Mo., to Nauvoo, 111., in 1840. At the same time

they began to figure somewhat in State politics. On
account of their believing—as they thought, accord-

ing to the New Testament—that they should have

"all things common," and that consequently "all

the earth " and all that is upon it were the" Lord's
"

and therefore the property of his "saints," Ihey

were suspected, and correctly, too, of committing

many of the deeds of larceny, robbery, etc., that

were so rife throughout this country in those days.

Hence a feeling of violence grew up between the

Mormons and "anti-Mormons." In the State of

Missouri the Mormons always supported tlie Dem-
ocracy until they were driven out by the Democratic

government, when they turned their support to the

Whigs. They were becoming numerous, and in the

Legislature of 1840-1, therefore, it became a matter

of great interest with both parties to conciliate these

people. Through the agency of one John C. Ben-

nett, a scamp, the Mormons succeeded in rushing

through the Legislature (both parties not daring ;o

oppose) a charter for the city of Nauvoo which vir-

tually erected a hierarchy co-ordinate with the Fed-

eral Government itself. In the fall of 1841 the

Governor of Missouri made a demand upon Gov.

Carlin for the body of Joe Smith, the Mormon leader,

as a fugitive from justice. Gov. Carlin issued th^

writ, but for some reason it was returned unserved.

It was again issued in 1842, and Smith was arrested,

but was either rescued by bis followers or discharged

by the municipal court on a writ of habeas corpus.

In December, 1841, the Democratic Convention

nominated Adam W. Snyder, of Belleville, far Gov-

ernor. As he had been, as a member of the Legisla-

ture, rather friendly to the Mormons, the latter

naturally turned their support to the Democratic

party. The next spring the Whigs nominated Ex-

Gov. Duncan for the same office. In the meantime

the Mormons began to grow more odious to the

masses of the people, and the comparative prospects

of the respective parties for success became very

problematical. Mr. Snyder died in May, and

Thomas Ford, a Supreme Judge, was substituted as

a candidate, and was elected.

At the close of his gubernatorial term, Mr. Carlin

removed back to his old home at CarroUton, where

he spent the remainder of his life, as before his ele-

vation to office, in agricultural pursuits. In iS'^g

he served out the unexpired term of J. D. Fry in the

Illinois House of Representatives, and died Feb. 4,

1 85 2, at his residence at CarroUton, leaving a wife

and seven children.





Oi

^{/-f'1'ty-CiC^



GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS. 139

^1 i, ; fXAAA"A^.-

V^ .T..t.A,.t.*.*-*.fet.*«t T-1„ttT+ott-'ttTttY Ijr^-'.T V t

Qimmm W&w^^ ^^k >-
f T Y T T.i- T *

^HOMAS FORD, Governor

from 1S42 to 1S46, and au-

thor of a very interesting

history of Illinois, was born

at Uniontown, Pa., in the

year 1 800. His mother, after

*~* the death of her first hus-

band (Mr. Forquer), married Rob-

ert Ford, who was killed in 1802,

by the Indians in the mountains

of Pennsylvania. She was conse-

quently left in indigent circum-

stances, with a large family, mostly

girls. With a view to better her

condition, she, in 1S04, removed to

Missouri, where it had been cus-

tomary by the Spanish Govern-

ment to give land to actual settlers; but upon her

arrival at St. Louis she found the country ceded to

the United States, and the liberal policy toward set-

tlers changed by the new ownership. After some

sickness to herself and family, she finally removed to

Illinois, and settled some three miles south of VVater-

loo, but the following year moved nearer the Missis-

sippi bluffs. Here young Ford received his first i

schooling, under the instructions of a Mr. Humphrey,

for which he had to walk three miles. His mother,

though lacking a thorough education, was a woman
of superior mental endowments, joined to energy

and determination of character. She inculcated in

her children those high-toned principles which dis-

tinguished her sons in public life. She exercised a

rigid economy to provide her children an education;

but George Forquer, her oldest son (six years older

than Thomas Ford), at an early age had to quit

school to aid by his labor in the support of the family.

He afterward became an eminent man in Illinois

affairs, and but for his early death would probably

have been elected to the United States Senate.

Young Ford, with somewhat better opportunities,

received a better education, though limited to the

curriculum of the common school of those pioneer

times. His mind gave early promise of superior en-

dowments, with an inclination for mathematics. His

proficiency attracted the attention of Hon. Daniel P.

Cook, who became his efficient patron and friend

The latter gentleman was an eminent Illinois states-

man who, as a Member of Congress, obtained a grant

of 300,000 acres of land to aid in completing the

Illinois & Michigan Canal, and after whom the

county of Cook was named. Through the advice of
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this gentk'UKin, Mr. Ford turned liis attention to the

sttidy of law; but Forqaer, tlie;i merchandising, re-

garding his eJucatioa defective, sent him to Transyl-

vania University, where, however, he remained but

one term, o>ving to Forqiier's failure in business. On
his return he alternated his law reading with teach-

ii-,g school for support.

Ill 1S29 Gov. Edwards a|5pointed him Prosecuting

Attorney, and in iSjr he was re-aiipointcd by Gov.

Reynolds, and after that he was four times elected a

Judge by the Legislature, without opposition, twice a

Circuit Judge, once a Judge of Cliicago, and as As-

sociate Judge of the Supreme Court, when, in 1841,

the latter tribunal was re-organized by the addition

of five Judges, all Democrats. Ford was assigned to

the Ninth Judicial Circuit, and while in this capacity

ne was holding Court in Ogle County he received a

notice of his nomination by the Democratic Conven-

tion for the office of Governor. He immediately re-

signed his place and entered upon the canvass. In

August, 1842, he was elected, and on the 8th of De-
cember following he was inaugurated.

All the offices which he had held were unsolicited

by him. He received them upjn the true Jefterson-

jan principle,—N'ever to a^k and never lo refuse

office. Both as a lawyer and as a Judge he stood

deservedly high, but his cait of iniellect fitted him
rather for a writer upon law than a practicing advo-

cate in the courts. In the latter capacity he was void

of the moving Dower of eloquence, so necessary to

success with juries. As a Judge his opinions were
TOund, lucid and able expositions of the law. In

practice, he was a stranger to the tact, skill and in-

sinuating address of the politician, but he saw through

he arts of demagogues as well as any man. He was
flain in his demeanor, so much so, indeed, tliat at

one time after the expiration of his term of office,

during a session of the Legislature, he was taken by

a stranger lo be a seeker for the position of door-

keeper, and was waiced upon at his hotel near mid-
night by a kuut of small office-seekers with t!ie view

of effecting a "combination !

"

Mr. Ford hid not the " brass " of the ordinary

politician, nor that impetuosity which characterizes a
political leader. He cared little for money, and
hardly enougli for a decent support. In person he
was of small stature, slender, of dark complexion,
with black hair, sharp features, deep-set eyes, a
pointed, aquiline nose having a decided twist to one
side, and a small mouth.

The three most important events in G;)V. Ford's

administration were the establishment of tlie high
financial credit of the State, the "Mormon War "and
;he Mexican War.

In the first of these tiie Governor proved himself
to be eminently wise. On coming into office lie found
the State badly paralyzed by the ruinous effects of

sns notorious "internal improvement" schemes of

the ijreccding decade, with scarcely anything to

show by way of "improvement." The enterprise

that seemed to be getting aliead more than all the

rest was the Illinois & Michigan Canal. As this

promised to be the most ini|)ortant thoroughfare,

feasible to the people, it was well under headway in

its construction. Therefore liie State policy was
almost concentrated upon it, in order to rush it on tc

completion. The bonded indebtedness of the State

was growing so large as to frighfen the people, and
they were about ready to entertain a proposition for

repudiation. But the Governor had the foresight to

recommend such measures as would maintain the

puMic credit, for which every citizen to-day feels

thankful.

But perhaps the Governor is remembered more for

his connection with tlie Mormon troubles than for

anything else; for it was during his term of office

that the " Latter-Day Saints " becam; so strong at

Nauvoo, l)uilt their temple there, increased their num-
liers throughout thecount-y, committed misdemean-
ors, taught dangerous doctrines, suffered the loss of

theirleader, Jo Smith, by a violent death, were driven

out of Nauvoo to the far West, etc. Having been a

Judge for so many years previously, Mr. Ford of

course was no i-commiltal concerning Mnrnioii affairs,

and was therefore claimed by boih paities and also

accused by each of sympathizing too greatly with the

other side. Mornio iism claiming to be a system of

religion, the Governor no doubt was "between two
fires," and felt compelled to touch the matter rather
" gingerly," and doubtless felt greatly relieved wlien

that pestilential people left the State. Such compli-

cated matters, especially when religion is mixed up
with them, expose every iierson participating in

them to criticism from all parties.

The Mexican War was begun in the spring of

1845, and was continued into the gubernatorial term

of Mr. Ford's su .cessor. The Governor's connection

with this war, however, was not conspicuous, as it

was only administrative, commissioning officers, etc.

Ford's " History of Illinois " is a very readable and
entertaining work, of 450 small octavo pages, and is

destined to increase in value with the lapse of time.

It exhibits a natural flow of compact and forcible

thought, never failing to convey the nicest sense. In

tracing with his trenchant pen the devious operptions

of the professional politician, in which he is inimit-

able, his account is open, perhaps, to the objection

that all his contemporaries are treated as mere place-

seekers, while many of them have since been judged
by the people to be worthy statesmen. His writings

seem slightly open to the criticism that they exhibit

a little splenetic partiality against those of his con-
temporaries who were prominent during liis term of

office as Governor.

The death of Gov. Ford took place at Peoria, 111.,

Nov. 2, 1850.
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AugusUm O. French, |

iUGUSTUS C. FRENCH,
Governor of Illinois from

1S46 to 1852, was born in

the town of Hill, in the

State of New Hampshire,

Aug. 2, 1808. He was a

descendant in the fourth

generation of Nathaniel

French, who emigrated from England

in 1687 and settled in Saybury, Mass.

In early life young French lost his

father, but continued to receive in-

struction from an exemplary and

Christian mother until he was 19 years

old, when she also died, confiding to

his care and trust four younger broth-

ers and one sister. He discharged his trust with

parental devotion. His education in early life was

such mainly as a common school afforded. For a

brief period he attended Dartmouth College, but

from pecuniary causes and the care of his brothers

and sister, he did not graduate. He subsequently

read law, and was admitted to the Bar in 1831, and

shortly afterward removed to Illinois, settling first at

Albion, Edwards County, where he established him-

self in the practice of law. The following year he

removed to Paris, Edgar County. Here he attained

eminence in his profession, and entered public life

by representing that county in the Legislature. A
strong attachment sprang up between him and Ste-

phen A. Douglas.

In 1839, Mr. French was appointed Receiver of

the United States Land Office at Palestine, Craw-

ford County, at which place he was a resident when

elevated to the gubernatorial chair. In 1844 he was

a Presidential Elector, and as such he voted for

James K. Polk.

The Democratic State Convention of 1846, meet-

ing at Springfield Feb. xo, nominated Mr. French

for Governor. Other Democratic candidates were

Lyman Trumbull. John Calhoun (subsequently of

Lecompton Constitution notoriety), Walter B. Scates,

Richard M. Young and A. VV. Cavarly,—an array of

very able and prominent names. Trumbull was per-

haps defeated in the Convention by the tumor that

he was opposed to the Illinois and Michigan Canal,

as he had been a year previously. For Lieutenant

Governor J. B. Wells was chosen, while other candi-

dates were Lewis Ross, Wm. McMurlry, Newton

Cloud, J. B. Hamilton and W. W. Thompson. The

resolutions declared strongly against the resuscita-

tion of the old State Banks.

The Whigs, who were in a hopeless minority, held

their convention June 8, at Peoria, and selected

Thomas M. Kilpatrick, of Scott County, for Governor,

and Gen. Nathaniel G. Wilcox, of Schuyler, for

Lieutenant Governor.

In the campaign the latter exposed Mr. French's

record and connection with the passage of the in-

ternal improvement system, urging it against his

election; but in the me^'ntime the war with Mexico

broke out, regarding which the Whig record was un-

popular in this State. The war was the absorbing

and dominating question of the period, sweeping

every other political issue in its course. The elec-

tion in August gave Mr. French 58,700 votes, and

Kilpatrick only 36,775. Richard Eells, Abolitionist

candidate for the same office, received 5,152 vott»s
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By the new Constitution of 1S48, a new election for

State officers was ordered in November of that year,

before Gov. French's term was half out, and he was

re-elected for the term of four years. He was there-

fore the incuaibent for six consecutive years, the

only Governor of this State who has ever served in

that capacity so long at one time. As there was no

organized opposition to his election, he received 67,-

453 votes, to 5,639 for Pierre Menard (son of the

first Lieutenant Governor), 4,748 for Charles V.

Dyer, 3,834 for W. L. D. Morrison, and 1,361 for

James L. D. Morrison. But Wm. McMurtry, of

Knox County, was elected Lieutenant Governor, in

place of Joseph B. Wells, who was before elected

and did not run again.

Governor French was inaugurated into office dur-

ing the progress of the Me.xican War, which closed

during the summer of 1847, although the treaty of

Guadalupe Hidalgo was not made until Feb. 2,

1848. The policy of Gov. French's party was com-

mitted to that war^ but in connection with that affair

he was, of course, only an administrative officer.

During his term of office, Feb. 19, 1847, the Legisla-

ture, by special permission of Congress, declared that

all Government lands sold to settlers should be im-

mediately subject to State taxation ; before this they

were exempt for five years after sale. By this ar-

rangement the revenue was materially increased.

About the same time, the distribution of Government

land warrants among the Mexican soldiers as bounty

threw upon the market a great quantity of good

lands, and this enhanced the settlement of the State.

The same Legislature authorized, with the recom-

mendation of the Governor, the sale of the Northern

Cross Railroad (from Springfield to Meredosia, the

first in the State and now a section of the Wabash,

St. Louis & Pacific) It sold for $100,000 in bonds,

although it had cost the State not less than a million.

The salt wells and canal lands in the Saline reserve

in Gallatin County, granted by the general Govern-

ment to the State, were also authorized by the

Governor to be sold, to apply on the State debt. Li

1850, for the first time since 1839, the accruing State

revenue, exclusive of specific appropriations, was

sufficient to meet the current demands upon the

treasury. The aggregate taxable property of the

State at this time was over $100,000,000, and tlie

population 851,470.

In 1 849 the Legislature adopted the township or-

ganization law, which, however, proved defectivi;,

and was properly amended in 1851. At its session

in the latter year, the General Assembly also passed

a law to exempt homesteads from sale on executions

This beneficent measure had been repeatedly argecj

upon that body by Gov. French.

In 1850 some business men in St. Louis com-

menced to build a dike opposite the lower part of

their city on the Illinois side, to keep the Mississippi

in its channel near St. Louis, instead of breaking

away from them as it sometimes threatened to do.

This they undertook without permission from the

Legislature or Executive authority of this State ; and

as many of the inhabitants thera complained that

the scheme would inundate and ruin much valuable

land, there was a slight conflict of jurisdictions, re-

sulting in favor of the St. Louis project; and since

then a good site has existed there for a city (East St.

Louis), and now a score of railroads center there.

It was in September, 1850, that Congress granted

to this State nearly 3,000,000 acres of land in aid of

the completion of the Illinois Central Railroad,

which constituted the most important epoch in the

railroad—we might say internal improvement—his-

tory of the State. The road was rushed on to com-

pletion, which accelerated the settlement of the in-

terior of the State by a good class of industrious citi-

zens, and liy the charter a good income to the State

Treasury is paid in from the earnings of the road.

In 185 I the Legislature passed a law authorizing

free stock banks, which was the source of much leg-

islative discussion for a number of years.

But we have not space further to particularize

concerning legislation. Gov. French's administra-

tion was not marked by any feature to be criiicised,

while the country was settling up as never before.

In stature, Gov. French was of medium height,

squarely built, light complexioned, with ruddy face

and pleasant countenance. In manners he was

plain and agreeable. By nature he was somewhat

diffident, but he was often very outspoken in his con-

victions of duty. In public speech he was not an

orator, but was chaste, earnest and persuasive. In

business he was accurate and methodical, and in his

administration he kept up the credit of the State.

He died in 1S65, at his home in Lebanon, St.

Glair Co., HI.
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i:OEL A. MATTESON, Governor

1853-6, was born Aug. 8, 1808,

in Jefferson County, New York,

to which place his father had re-

moved from Vermont three years

before. His father was a farmer

in fair circumstances, but a com-

mon English education was all

tiiat his only son received. Young

Joel first tempted fortune as a

small tradesman in Prescott,

Canada, before he was of age.

He returned from that place to

his home, entered an academy,

taught school, visited the prin-

cipal Eastern cities, improved a farm his father had

given him, made a tour in the South, worked there

in building railroads, experienced a slorm on the

Gulf of Mexico, visited the gold diggings of Northern

Georgia, and returned via Nashville to St. Louis and

through Illinois to his father's home, when he mar-

ried. In 1833, having sold his farm, he removed,

with his wife and one child, to Illinois, and entered

a claim on Government land near the head of Au
Sable River, in what is now Kendall County. At

that time there were not more than two neighbors

within a range of ten miles of iiis place, and only

'hree or four houses between him and Chicago. He
opened a large fariji, His family was boarded X2

miles away while he erected a house on his claim,

sleeping, during this time, under a rude pole shed.

Here his life was once placed in imminent peril by

a huge prairie rattlesnake sharing his bed.

In 1835 he bought largely at the Government land

sales. During the speculative real-estate mania which

broke out in Chicago in 1836 and spread over the State,

he sold his lands under the inflation of that period

and removed to Joliet. In 1838 he became a heavy

contractor on the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Upon
tlie completion of his job in 1841, when hard times

prevailed, business at a stand, contracts paid in State

scrip; when all the public works except the canal

were abandoned, the State offered for sale 700 tons

of railroad iron, which was purchased by Mr. Mat-

teson at a bargain. This he accepted, sliipped and

sold at Detroit, realizing a very handsome profit,

enough to pay off all his canal debts and leave him a

surplus of several thousand dollars. His enterprise

next prompted him to start a woolen mill at Joliet,

in which he prospered, and which, after successive

enlargements, became an enormous establishment.

In 1842 he was first elected a State Senator, but,

by a bungling apportionment, j'c:in Pearson, a Senator

holding over, was found to be in the same district,

and decided to be entitled to represent it. Mat-

teson's seat was declared vacant. Pearson, however

with a nobleness difficult to appreciate in this day of
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greed for office, unwilling to represent his district

under the circumstances, immediately resigned his

unexpired term of two years. A bill was passed in a

few hours ordering a new election, and in ten days'

time Mr. Matteson was returned re-elected and took

his seat as Senator. From his well-known capacity

as a business man, lie was made Chairman of the

Committee on Finance, a jiosition he held during

this half and two full succeeding Senatorial terms,

discharging its important duties with ability and faith-

fulness. Besides his extensive woolen-mill interest,

when work was resumed on the canal under the new

Joan of $[,600,000 he again became a heavy con-

tractor, and also subsequently operated largely in

building railroads. Thus he showed himself a most

energetic and thorough business man.

He was nominated for Governor by the Demo-

cratic State Convention which met at Springfield

April 20, 1S52. Other candidates before the Con-

vention were D. L. Gregg and F. C. Sherman, of

Cook
; John Dement, of Lee ; Thomas L. Harris, of

Menard; Lewis W. Ross, of Fulton; and D. P. Bush,

of Pike. Gustavus Koerner, of St. Clair, was nom-

inated for Lieutenant Governor. For the same offices

the Whigs nominated Edwin B. Webb and Dexter A.

Knowlton. Mr. Matteson received 80,645 votes at

the election, while Mr. Webb received 64,408. Mat-

teson's forte was not on the stump; he had not cul-

tivated the art of oily flattery, or the faculty of being

all things to all men. His intellectual qualities took

rather the direction of efficient executive ability. His

turn consisted not so much in the adroit manage-

ment of party, or the powerful advocacy of great gov-

ernmental principles, as in those more solid and

enduring operations which cause the physical devel-

opment and advancement of a State,—of commerce

and business enterprise, into which he labored with

success to lead the people. As a politician he was

just and liberal in his views, and both in official and

private life he then stood untainted and free from

blemish. As a man, in active benevolence, social

virtues and all the amiable qualities of neighbor or

citizen, he had few superiors. His messages present

a perspicuous array of facts as to the condition of the

State, and are often couched in forcible and elegant

diction.

The greatest excitement during his term of office

was the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, by Con-

gress, under the leadership of Stephen A. Douglas in

1854, when the bill was passed organizing tlie Terri-

tory of Kansas and Nebraska. A large portion of

the Whig party of the North, througli their bitter op-

position to tlie Democratic party, naturally drifted

into the doctrine of anti-slavery, and thus led to what

was temporarily called the "Anti-Nebraska" party,

while the followers of Douglas were known as " Ne-

braska or Douglas Democrats." It was during this

embryo stage of the Republican party that Abraham

Lincoln was brought forward as the "Anti-Nebraska"

candidate for the United States Senatorship, while

Gen. James Shields, the incumbent, was re-nom-

inated by the Democrats. But after a fewballotings

in the Legislature (1855), these men were drftpped,

and Lyman Trumbull, an Anti-Nebraska Democrat,

was brought up by the former, and Mr. Matteson,

then Governor, by the latter. On the nth ballot

Mr. Trumbull obtained one majority, and was ac-

cordingly declared elected. Before Gov. Matteson's

term expired, the Republicans were fully organized

as a national party, and in 1856 put into the field a

full national and State ticket, carrying the State, but

not the nation.

l^hc Legislature of 1855 passed two very import-

ant measures,—the present free-school system and a

submission of the Maine liquor law to a vote of the

people. The latter was defeated by a small majority

of the popular vote.

During the four years of Gov. Matteson's admin-

istration the taxable wealth of the State was about

trebled, from $137,818,079 to $349,95 1,272; the pub-

lic debt was reduced from $17,398,985 to $12,843,-

r44; taxation was at the same time reduced, and the

State resumed paying interest on its debt in New
York as fast as it fell due; railroads were increased

in their mileage from something less than 400 to

about 3.000 ; and the population of Chicago was

nearly doubled, and its commerce more than quad-

rupled.

Before closing this account, we regret that we have

to say that Mr. Matteson, in all other respects an

upright man and a good Governor, was implicated

in a false re-issue of redeemed canal serin, amount-

ing to $224,182.66. By a suit in the Sangamon Cir-

cuit Court the State recovered the principal and all

the interest excepting $27,500.

He died in the winter of 1872-3, at Chicago.
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ILLIAM H. BISSELL, Gov-

ernor 1 85 7-60, was born

3 April 25, iSir, in the

State of New York, near

Painted Post, Yates County.

His parents were obscure,

honest, God-fearing people,

who reared their children under the daily

example of industry and frugality, accord-

ing to the custom of that class of Eastern

society. Mr. Bissell received a respecta-

ble but not thorough academical education.

By assiduous application he acquired a

knowledge of medicine, and in his early

manhood came West and located in Mon-

roe County, this State, where he engaged in the

practice of that profession. But he was not enam-

ored of his calling: he was swa.yed by a broader

ambition, to such an extent that the mysteries of the

healing art and its arduous duties failed to yield him

further any charms. In a few years he discovered

his choice of a profession to be a mistake, and when
he approached the age of -^o he sought to begin

anew. Dr. Bissell, no doubt unexpectedly to him-

self, discovered a singular facility and charm of

speech, the exercise of which acquired for him a

ready local notoriety. It soon came to be under-

stood that he desired to abandon iiis profession and

take up that of the law. During terms of Court he

would spend his time at the county seat among the

members of the Bar, who extended to him a ready

welcome.

It was not strange, therefore, that he should drift

into public life. In 1840 he was elected as a Dem-
ocrat to the Legislature from Monroe County, and

was an efficient member of that body. On his re-

turn home he qualified himself for admission to the

Bar and speedily rose to the front rank as an advo-

cate. His powers of oratory were captivating. With a

pure diction, charming and inimitable gestures,

clearness of statement, and a remarkable vein of sly

humor, his efforts before a jury told with irresistible

effect. He was chosen by the Legislature Prosecut-

ing Attornef for the Circuit in which he lived, and

in that position he fully discharged his duty to the

State, gained the esteem of the Bar, and seldom

failed to convict the offender of the law.

In stature he was somewhat tall and slender, and

with a straight, military bearing, he presented a dis-

tinguished appearance. His complexion was dark,

his head well poised, though not large, his address

pleasant and manner winning. He was exemplary

in his habits, a devoted husband and kind parent.

He was twice married, the first time to Miss James,
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ot Monroe County, by whom he had two children,

both daughters. She died soon after the year 1840,

and Mr. B. married for his second wife a daughter

of EUas K. Kane, previously a United States Senator

from this State. She survived him but a short time,

and died without issue.

When the war with Mexico was declared in i S46,

Mr. Bissell enlisted and was elected Colonel of his

regiment, over Hon. Don Morrison, by an almost

unanimous vote,—807 to 6. Considering the limited

opportunities he had had, he evinced a high order of

military talent. On the bloody field of Buena Vista

he acquitted himself with intrepid and distinguished

ability, contributing with his regiment, the Second

Illinois, in no small degree toward saving the waver-

ing fortunes of our arms during that long and fiercely

contested battle.

After his return home, at the close of the war, lie

was elected to Congress, his opponents being the

Hons. P. B. Fouke and Joseph Gillespie. He served

two terms in Congress. He was an ardent politician.

During the great contest of 1850 he voted in favor

of the adjustment measures; but in 1854 he opposed

the repeal of the Missouri Compromise act and

therefore the Kansas-Nebraska bill of Douglas, and

thus became identified with the nascent Republican

party.

During his first Congressional term, while the

Southern members were following their old practice

of intimidating the North by bullying language,

and claiming most of the credit for victories in the

Mexican War, and Jefferson Davis claiming for the

Mississippi troops all the credit for success at Buena

Vista, Mr. Bissell bravely defended the Northern

troops; whereupon Davis challenged Bissell to a duel,

which was accepted. This matter was brought uj)

against Bissell when he was candidate for Governor

and during his term of office, as the Constitution of

this State forbade any duelist from holding a State

office.

In 1856, when the Republican party first put forth

a candidate, John C. Fremont, for President of the

United States, the same party nominated Mr. Bissell

for Governor of Illinois, and John Wood, of Quincy,

for Lieutenant Governor, while the Democrats nomi-

nated Hon. W. A. Richardson, of Adams County,

for Governor, and Col. R. J. Hamilton, of Cook

County, for Lieutenant Governor. The result of the

election was a plurality of 4,729 votes over Richard-

son. The American, or Know-Nothing, party had a

ticket in the field. The Legislature was nearly bal-

anced, but was politically opposed to the Governor.

His message to the Legislature was short and rather

ordinary, and was criticised for expressing the sup-

posed obligations of the people to the incorporators

of the Illinois Central Railroad Company and for re-

opening the slavery question by allusions to the

Kansas troubles. Late in the session an apportion-

ment bill, based upon the State census of 1855, was

passed, amid much partisan strife. The Governor

at first signed the bill and then vetoed it. A furious

debate followed, and the question whether the Gov-

ernor had the authority to recall a signature was

referred to the Courts, that of last resort deciding in

favor of the Governor. Two years afterward another

outrageous attempt was made for a re-apportionment

and to gerrymander the State, but the Legislature

failed to pass the bill over the veto of the Governor.

It was during Gov. Bissell's administration that

the notorious canal scrip fraud was brought to light,

Miiplicating ex-Gov. Matteson and other prominent

State officials. The principal and interest, aggregat-

ing $255,500, was all recovered by the State except-

ing $27,500. (See sketch of Gov. Matteson.)

In 1859 an attempt was discovered to fraudu-

lently refund the Macalister and Stebbins bonds and

thus rob the State Treasury of nearly a quarter of a

million dollars. The State Government was impli-

cated in this affair, and to this day remains unex-

plained or unatoned for. For the above, and other

matters previously mentioned, Gov. Bissell has been

severely criticised, and he has also been most shame-

fully libelled and slandered.

On account of exposure in the army, the remote

cause of a nervous form of disease gained entrance

into his system and eventually developed paraplegia,

affecting his lower extremities, which, while it left

his body in comparative health, deprived him of loco-

motion except by the aid of crutches. While he was

generally hopeful of ultimate recovery, this myste-

rious disease pursued him, without once relaxing its

stealthy hold, to the close of his life, March 18,

i860, over nine months before the expiration of his

gubernatorial term, at the early age of 48 years. He
died in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church, o\

which he hari been a member since 1854.
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iIIN WOOD, Governor 1S60-1, and

t^w?** the first settler of Quincy, III,

was born in the town of Sempro-

nias (now Moravia), Cayuga Co.,

:• N. Y., Dec. 20, 1798. He was

the second child and only son of

Dr. Daniel Wood. His mother,

nee Catherine Crause, was of

German parentage, and died

while he was an infant. Dr.

Wood was a learned and skillful

physician, of classical attain-

ments and proficient in several

modern laiguages, who, after

serving throughout the Revolu-

tionary War as a Surgeon, settled on the land granted

him by the Government, and resided there a re-

spected and leading influence in his section until his

death, at the ripe age of 92 years.

The subject of this sketch, impelled by the spirit

of Western adventure then pervading everywhere,

left his home, Nov. 2, 18 18, and passed the succeed-

ing winter in Cincinnati, Ohio. The following sum-

mer he pushed on to Illinois, landing at Shawneetown,

and spent the fall and following winter in Calhoun

County. In 1820, in company with Willard Keyes,

he settled in Pike County, about 30 miles southeast

of Quincy, where for the next two years he pursued

farming. In 1821 he visited "the Bluffs" (as the

present site of Quincy was called, then uninhabited)

and, pleased with its prospects, soon after purchased

a quarter-section of land near by, and in the follow-

ing fall (1822) erected near the river a small cabin.

18 X 20 feet, the first building in Quincy, of which

he then became the first and for some months the

only occupant.

About this time he visited his old friends in Pike

County, chief of whom was William Ross, the lead-

ing man in building up the village of Atlas, of that

county, which was thought then to be the possible

commencement of a city. One day they and others

were traveling together over the country between the

two points named, making observations on the com-

parative merits of the respective localities. On ap-

proaching the Mississippi near Mr. Wood's place,

the latter told his companions to follow him and he

would show them where he was going to build a city.

They went about a mile off the main trail, to a high

point, from which the view in every direction was

most magnificent, as it had been for ages and as yet

untouched by the hand of man. Before them swept

by the majestic Father of Waters, yet unburdened by

navigation. After Mr. Wood had expatiated at

length on the advantages of the situation, Mr. Ross

replied, "But it's too near Atlas ever to amount to

anything!"

Atlas is still a cultivated farm, and Quincy is »

city of over 30,000 population.

In 1824 Mr. Wood gave a newspaper notice,

as the law then prescribed, of his intention to apply

to the General Assembly for the formation of a new

county. This was done the following winter, result-

ing in the establishment of the present Adams
County. During the next summer Quincy was se-

lected as the county seat, it and the vicinity then

containing but four adult male residents and half
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that number of females. Sinoe that period Mr.

Wood resided at the place of his early adoption un-

til his death, and far more than any other man was

he identified with every measure of its progress and

history, and almost continuously kept in public posi-

tions.

He was one of the early town Trustees, and after

the place became a city he was often a member of

the City Council, many times elected Mayor, in the

face of a constant large opposition political majority.

In 1850 he was elected to the State Senate. In 1S56,

on the organization of the Republican party, he was

chosen Lieutenant Governor of the State, on the

ticket with Wm. H. Bissell for Governor, and on the

death of tlie latter, March 18, i860, he succeeded to

the Chief Executive chair, which he occupied until

Gov. Yates was inaugurated nearly ten months after-

ward.

Nothing very marked characterized tlie adminis-

tration of Gov. Wood. The great anti-slavery cam-

paign of i860, resulting in tlie election of the honest

Illinoisan, Abraham Lincoln, to the Presidency of the

United States, occurred during the short period

while Mr. Wood was Governor, and tiie excitement

and issues of that struggle dominated over every

other consideration,—indeed, supplanted them in a

great measure. The people of Illinois, during all

that time, were passing the comparatively petty strifes

under Bissell's administration to the overwhelming

issue of preserving the whole nacion from destruction.

In 186 1 ex-Gov. Wood was one of the five Dele-

gates from Illinois to the " Peace Convention " at

Washington, and in April of the same year, on the

breaking out of the Rebellion, he was appointed

Quartermaster-General of the State, which position

he held throughout the war. In 1864 he took com-

mand as Colonel of the 137th 111. Vol. Inf, with

whom he served until the period of enlistment ex-

pired.

Politically, Gov. Wood was always actively identi-

fied with tlie Whig and Republican parties. Few
men have in personal experience comprehended so

many surprising and advancing local changes as

vested in the more than half century recollections of

Gov. Wood. Sixty-four years ago a solitary settler

on the "Bluffs," with no family, and no neighbor

within a score of miles, the world of civilization away

behind him, and the strolling red-man almost his

only visitant, he lived to see growing around him,

and under his auspices and aid, overspreading the

wild hills and scraggy forest a teaming city, second

only in size in the State, and surpassed nowhere in

beauty, prosperity and promise; whose people recog-

nize as with a single voice the proverbial honor and

liberality that attach to the name and lengthened

life of their pioneer settler, "the old Governor."

Gov. Wood was twice married,—first in January,

1826, to Ann M. Streeter, daughterof Joshua Streeter,

formerly of Salem, Washington Co., N. Y. They had

eight children. Mrs. W. died Oct. 8, 1863, and in

June, 1S65, Gov. Wood married Mrs. Mary A., widow
of Rev. Joseph T. Holmes. Gov. Wood died June 4,

1880, at his residence in Quincy. Four of his eight

children are now living, namely: Ann E., wife of

Gen. John Tillson; Daniel C, who married Mary J.

Abernethy; John, Jr., who married Josephine Skinner,

and Joshua S., who married Annie Bradley. The
last mentioned now resides at Atchison, Kansas, and
all the rest are still at Quincy.
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MCHARD YATES, the "War
' Governor," 1 86 1-4, was born

Jan. 18, 1818, on the banks of

the Ohio P.iver, at Warsaw,

Gallatin Co., Ky. His lather

moved in 1831 to Illinois, and^

after stopping for a time in

Springfield, settled at Island

Grove, Sangamon County. Here,

after attending school, Richard joined

the family. Subsequently he entered

Illinois College at Jacksonville,

where, in 1837, he graduated with

first honors. He chose for his pro-

fession the law, the Hon. J. J. Har-

din being his instructor. After ad-

mission to the Bar he soon rose to distinction as an

advocate.

Gifted with a fluent and ready oratory, he soon

appeared in the political hustings, and, being a

passionate admirer of the great Whig leader of the

West. Henry Clay, he joined his political fortunes to

.he party of his idol. In 1840 he engaged with great

s.Tdor in the exciting " hard cider " campaign for

ciarrison. Two years later he was elected to the

Legislature from Morgan County, a Democratic

stronghold. He served three or four terms in the

Legislature, and such was the fascination of his ora-

tory that by 1850 his large Congressional District,

extending from Morgan and Sangamon Counties

i.'orth to include LaSalle, unanimously tendered him

the Whig nomination for Congress. His Democratic

opponent was Maj. Thomas L. Harris, a very pop-

i^lar man who had won distinction at the battle of

Cerro Gordo, in the Mexican War, and who had

oeaten Hon. Stephen T. Logan for the same position,

two years before, by a large majority. Yates wa?

elected. Two years later he was re-elected, over

John Calhoun.

It was during Yates second term in Congress that

the great question of the repeal of the Missouri Com-

promise was agitated, and the bars laid down for re-

opening the dreaded anti-slavery question. He took

strong grounds against the repeal, and thus became

identified with the rising Republican party. Conse-

quently he fell into the minority in his district, which

was pro-slavery. Even then, in a third contest, he

fell behind Major Harris only 200 votes, after the

district had two years before given Pierce 2,000

majority for President.

The Republican State Convention of 1S60 met at

Decatur May 9, and nominated for the office of Gov-

ernor Mr. Yates, in preference to Hon. Norman B.

Judd, of Chicago, and Leonard Swett, of Blooming-

ton, two of the ablest men of the State, who were

also candidates before the Convention. Francis A.

Hoffman, of DuPage County, was nominated foi

Lieutenant Governor. This was the year when Mr.

Lincoln was a candidate for President, a period re-

membered as characterized by the great whirlpool

which precipitated the bloody War of the Rebellion.

The Douglas Democrats nominated J. C. Allen cf

Crawford County, for Governor, and Lewis W. Ross,

of Fulton County, for Lieutenant Governor. The
Breckenridge Democrats and the Bell-Everett party

had also full tickets in the field. After a most fear-

ful campaign, the result of the election gave Mr.

Yates 172,196 votes, and Mr, Allen 159,253. Mr.

Yates received over a thousand more votes than did

Mr. Lincoln himself.

Gov. Yates occupied the chair of State during the
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most critical period of our country's history. In the

fate of the nation was involved that of each State.

The life struggle of the fomrer derived its sustenance

from the loyalty of the latter; and Gov. Yates

seemed to realize the situation, and proved himself

both loyal and wise in upholding the Government.

He had a deep hold upon the affections of the

people, won by his moving eloquence and geni.il

manners. Erect and symmetrical in person, of jire-

possessing appearance, with a winning address and a

magnetic power, few men possessed more of the ele-

ments of popularity. His oratory was scholarly and

captivating, his hearers hardly knowing why they

were transported. He was social and convivial. In

the latter respect he was ultimately carried too far.

The very creditable military efforts of this State

during the War of the Rebellion, in putting into the

field the enormous number of about 200,000 soldiers,

were ever promptly and ably seconded by his excel-

lency ; and the was ambitious to deserve the title of

"the soldier's friend." Immediately after the battle of

Shiloh he repaired to the field of carnage to look

after the wounded, and his appeals for aid were

promptly responded to by the people. His procla-

mations calling for volunteers were impassionate

appeals, urging upon the people the duties and re-

quirements of patriotism; and his special message

in 1863 to the Democratic Legislature of this State

pleading for material aid for the sick and wounded

soldiers of Illinois regiments, breathes a deep fervor

of noble sentiment and feeling rarely equaled in

beauty or felicity of expression. Generally his mes-

sages on political and civil affairs were able and com-

prehensive. During his administration, however,

there were no civil events of an engrossing cliaracter,

although two years of his time were replete wiUi

partisan quarrels of great bitterness. Military ar-

rests, Knights of tlie Golden Circle, riot in Fulton

County, attempted suppression of the Chicago Times

and the usurping State Constitutional Convention of

1862, were the chief local topics that were exciting

during the Governor's term. This Convention assem-

bled Jan. 7, and at once took the high position thai

'he law calling it was no longer binding, and that il

:.ad supreme power; that it represented a virtu;il

assemblage of the whole people of the State, and was

sovereign in the exercise of all power necessary to

effect a peaceable revolution of the State Government

and to the re-establishment of one for the " happiness,

prosperity and freedom of the citizens," limited only

by the Federal Constitution. Notwithstanding the

law calling the Convention required its members to

take an oath to support the Constitution of the State

as well as that of the general Government, they

utterly refused to take such oath. They also as-

sumed legislative powers and passed several import-

ant "laws!" Interfering with the (then) present

executive duties. Gov. Yates was provoked to tell

them plainly that " he did not acknowledge the right

of the Convention to instruct him in the performance

of his duty."

In 1863 the Governor astonished the Democrats

by " proroguing " their Legislature. This body, after

a recess, met June 2, that year, and soon began to

waste time upon various partisan resolutions ; and,

while the two houses were disagreeing upon the

question of adjourning ««,? die, the Governor, having

the authority in such cases, surprised them all by

adjourning them " to the Saturday next preceding the

first Monday in January, 1865 !
" This led to great

excitement and confusion, and to a reference of the

Governor's act to the Supreme Court, who decided in

liis favor. Then it was the Court's turn to receive

abuse for weeks and months afterward.

Daring the autumn of 1S64 a conspiracy was de-

tected at Chicago which had for its object the liber-

ation of the prisoners of war at Camp Douglas, the

burning of the city and the inauguration of rebellion

in the North. Gen. Sweet, who had charge of the

camp at the time, first had his suspicions of danger

aroused by a number of enigmatically worded letters

which passed through the Camp postoffice. A de-

tective afterward discovered that the rebel Gen.

Marmaduke was in the city, under an assumed

name, and he, with other rebel officers—Grenfell,

Morgan, Cantrell, Buckner Morris, and Charles

Walsh—was arrested, most of whom were convicted

by a court-martial at Cincinnati and sentenced to

imprisonment,—Grenfell to be hung. The sentence

of the latter was afterward conmiutcd to imprison-

ment for life, and all the others, after nine months'

imprisonment, were pardoned.

In March, 1873, Gov. Yates was appointed a Gov-

ernment Director of the Union Pacific Railroad, in

which office he continued until his decease, at St.

Louis, Mo., on the 27th of November following.
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MieJiard J. Oqleshy m^

^UCHARD J. OGLESBY, Gov-

ernor 1S65-S, and re-elected

in 1872 and 1884, was born

July 25, 1824, in Oldham Co.,

Ky.,— the State which might

be considered the " mother of

Illinois Governors." Bereft of

his parents at the tender age

of eight years, his early education

was neglected. When 12 years of

age, and after he had worked a year

and a half at the carpenter's trade,

he removed with an uncle, Willis

Oglesby, into whose care he had

been committed, to Decatur, this

State, where he continued his ap-

prenticeship as a mechanic, working six months for

Hon. E. O. Smith.

\n 1844 he commenced studying law at Spring-

field, with Judge Silas Robbins, and read with him

one year. He was admitted to the Bar in 1845, and

commenced the practice of his chosen profession at

Sullivan, the county seat of Moultrie County.

The next year the war with Mexico was com-

menced, and in June, 1846, Mr. Oglesby volunteered,

was elected First Lieutenant of Co. C, Fourth Illinois

Regiment of Volunteers, and participated in the bat-

tles of Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo.

On his return he sought to perfect his law studies

by attending a course of lectures at Louisville, but

on the breaking out of the California "gold fever " in

1849, he crossed the plains and mountains to the

new Eldorado, driving a six-mule team, with a com-

pany of eight men, Henry Prather being the leader.

In 1852 lie returned home to Macon County, and

was placed that year by the Whig party on the ticket

of Presidential Electors. In 1S56 he visited Europe,

Asia and Africa, being absent 20 months. On his

return home he resumed the practice of law, as a

member of the firm of Gallagher, Wait & Oglesby.

In 1858 he was the Republican nominee for the

Lower House of Congress, but was defeated by the

Hon. James C. Robinson, Democrat. In i860 he

was elected to the Illinois State Senate ; and on the

evening the returns of this election were coming in,

Mr. Oglesby liad a fisticuff encounter with " Cerro

Gordo Williams," in which he came out victorious,

and which was regarded as " the first fight of the

Rebellion." The following spring, when the war

had commenced in earnest, his ardent nature

quickly responded to the demands of patriotism and

he enlisted. The extra session of the Legislature

elected him Colonel of the Eighth Illinois Infantry,

the second one in the State raised to suppress the

great Rebellion.

He was shortly entrusted with important com-

mands. For a time he was stationed at Bird's Point

and Cairo; in April he was promoted Brigadier Gen-

eral ; at Fort Donelson his brigade was in the van,

being stationed on the right of General Grant's army

and the first brigade to be attacked. He lost 500

men before re-inforcements arrived. Many of these

men were from Macon County. He was engaged in

the battle of Corinth, and, in a brave charge at this

place, was shot in the left lung with an ounce ball,

and was carried from the field in expectation of im-
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mediate death. That rebel ball he carries to this

day. On his partial recovery he was promoted as

Major General, for gallantry, his commission to rank

from November, 1862. In the spring of 1863 he

was assigned to the command of the i6th Army
Corps, but, owing to inal)ility from the effects of liis

wound, he relinquished this command in July, that

year. Gen. Grant, however, refused to accept iiis

resignation, and lie was detailed, iir December follow-

ing, to court-martial and try the Surgeon General of

tlie Army at Washington, where he remained until

May, 1864, when he returned home.

The Republican, or Union, State Convention of

1864 was held at Springfield, May 25, when Mr.

Oglesby was nominated for the office of Governor,

while other candidates before the Convention were
Allen C. Fuller, of Boone, Jesse K. Dubois, of Sanga-

mon, and John M. Palmer, of Macoupin. Wm.
Bross, of Chicago, was nominated for Lieutenant

Governor. On the Democratic State ticket were

James C. Robinson, of ('lark, for Governor, and S.

Corning Judd, of Fulton, for Lieutenant Governor.

The general election gave Gen. Oglesby a majority

of about 31,000 votes. The Republicans had also a

majority in both the Legislature and in the repre-

sentation in Congress.

Gov. Oglesby was duly inaugurated Jan. 17, 1865.

The day before tlie first time set for his installation

death visited his home at Decatur, and took from it

his only son, an intelligent and sprightly lad of six

years, a great favorite of the bereaved parents. This

caused the inauguration to be postponed a week.

The political events of the Legislative session of

1865 were the election of ex-Gov. Yates to the

United States Senate, and the ratification of the 13th

amendment to the Constitution of the United States,

abolishing slavery. This session also signalized

itself by repealing the notorious " black laws," part

of which, although a dead letter, had held their place

upon the statute books since 1819. Also, laws re-

quiring the registration of voters, and establishing a

State Board of Equalization, were passed by this Leg-

islature. But the same body evinced that it was cor-

ruptly influenced by a mercenary lobby, as it adopted

some bad legislation, over the Governor's veto, nota-

bly an amendment to a charter for a Chicago horse

railway, granted in 1859 for 25 years, and now
sought to be extended 99 years. As this measure

was promptly passed over his veto by both branches

of the Legislature, he deemed it useless further to

attempt to check their headlong career. At this

session no law of a general useful character or public

interest was perfected, unless we count such the

turning over of the canal to Chicago to be deepened.

The session of 1867 was still more productive of

private and special acts. Many omnibus bills were

prt5posed, and some passed. Tlie contests over tlie

iacation of the Industrial College, the Capital, the

Southern Penitentiary, and the canal enlargement
and Illinois River improvement, dominated every-

thing else.

During the year 1872, it became evident that i(

tile Republicans could re-elect Mr. Oglesby to the

office of Governor, they could also elect liim to the

United States Senate, which they desired to do.

Accordingly they re-nominated him for the Execu-
tive chair, and placed upon the ticket with him for

Lieutenant Governor, John L. Beveridge, of Cook
County. On the other side the Democrats put into

the field Gustavus Koerner for Governor and John
C. Black for Lieutenant Governor. The election

gave the Republican ticket majorities ranging from

35,334 to 56,174,—the Democratic defection being

caused mainly by their having an old-time Whig and
Abolitionist, Horace Greeley, on the national ticket

for President. According to the general understand-
ing had beforehand, as soon as the Legislature met
it elected Gov. Oglesby to the United States Senate,

whereupon Mr. Beveridge became Governor. Sena-

tor Oglesby 's term expired March 4, 1S79, having
served liis party faithfully and exhibited an order of

statesmanship beyond criticism.

During the campaign of 1SS4 Mr. Oglesby was
nominated for a "third term" as Executive of the

State of Illinois, against Carter H. Harrison, Mayor
of Chicago, nominated by the Democrats. Both
gentlemen "stumped " the State, and while the peo-

ple elected a Legislature which was a tie on a joint

ballot, as between the two parties, they gave the

jovial " Dick" Oglesby a majority of 15,018 for Gov-
ernor, and he was inaugurated Jan. 30, 1885. The
Legislature did not fully organize until this date, on
account of its equal division between the two main
parties and the consequent desperate tactics of each
party to checkmate the latter in the organization of

the House.

Gov. Oglesby is a fine-appearing, affable man, with

regular, well defined features and rotund face. In

stature he is a little above medium heiglit, of a large

frame and somewhat fleshy. His physical appear-

ance is striking and prepossessing, while his straight-

out, not to say bluff, manner and speech are weli

calculated favorably to impress the average masses.

Ardent in feeling and strongly coniniitted to the pol-

icies of his party, he intensifies Republicanism
among Republicans, while at the same time his iovia.

and liberal manner prevents those of the opposite

party from hating him.

He is quite an effective stump orator. With vehe-

ment, ])assionate and scornful tone and gestures,

tremendous physical power, which in speaking he
exercises to the ritmost; with frequent descents to

the grotesque; and with abundant homely compari-

sons or frontier figures, expressed in the broadest

vernacular and enforced with stentorian emphasis,

he delights a promiscuous audience beyond measure,
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^-^ ^-OHN Mc AULEY PALMER, Gov-

i"*'^ ernor 1869-72, was born on

E.Tgle Creek, Scott Co., Ky
,

^._ Sept. 13, 1S17. During his in-

.
_:• fancy, his father, who had been

a soldier in the war of 1812, re-

moved to Christian Co., Ky.,

where lands were cheap. Here
the future Governor of the great

Prairie State spent his childhood

^ and received such meager school-

ing as the new and sparsely set-

tled country afforded. To this

he added materially by diligent

reading, for which he evinced an
eaily aptitude. His father, an ardent Jackson man,
was also noted for his anti-slavery sentiments, which
he thoroughly impressed upon his children. In 183

1

he emigrated to Illinois, settling in Madison County.
Here the labor of improving a farm was pursued for

about two years, wlien the death of Mr. Palmer's
mother broke up the family. About this time Alton
College was opened, on the "manual labor " system,
and in the spring of 1834 young Palmer, with his

elder brother, Elihu, entered this school and remained
18 months. Next, for over three years, he tried

variously coopering, peddling and school-teaching.

During the summer of 1838 he formed the ac-

quain'ance of Stephen A. Douglas, then making his

first canvass for Congress. Young, eloquent and in

political accord with Mr. Palmer, he won his confi-

dence, fired his ambition and fixed his purpose. The
following winter, while teaching near Canton, he be-

gan to devote his spare time to a desultory reading
of law, and in the spring entered a law office at Car-
hnville, making his home with his elder brother,

Ehhu. (The latter was a learned clergyman, of con-
siderable orginality of thought and doctrine.) On
the next meeting of the Supreme Court he was ad-
mitted to the Bar, Douglas being one of his examiners.
He was not immediately successful in his profession,

and would have located elsewhere than Carlinville

had he the requisite means. Thus his early poverty
was a blessing in disguise, for to it he now attributes

the success of his life.

From 1839 on, while he diligently pursued his

profession, he participated more or less in local

politics. In 1843 he became Probate Judge. In

1847 he was elected to the State Constitutional Con
vention, where he took a leading part. In 1852 hi,

was elected to the State Senate, and at the special

session of February, 1854, true to the anti-slaver)

sentiments bred in him, he took a firm stand in op-

position to the repeal of the Missouri Compromise
and when the Nebraska question became a party

issue he refused to receive a re-nomination for tin

Senatorship at the hands of the Democracy, issuint

a circular to that effect. A few weeks afterward.
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however, hesitating to break with his party, he par-

ticipated in a Congressional Convention which nomi-

T. L. Harris against Richard Yates, and which

unqualifiedly approved the principles of the Kansas-

Nebraska act. But later in the campaign lie made
the pkinge, ran for the Senate as an Anti-Nebraska

Democrat, and was elected. The following winter

ne put in nomination for the [United States Senate

Mr. Trumbull, and was one of the five steadfast men
who voted for him until all the Whigs came to their

support and elected their man.

In 1856 he was Chairman of the Republican State

Convention at Bloomington. He ran for Congress in

1859, but was defeated. In 1S60 he was Republican

Presidential Elector for the State at large. In 1861

he was appointed one of the five Delegates (all Re-

publicans) sent by Illinois to the peace congress at

Washington.

When the civil conflict broke out, he offered his

services to his country, and was elected Colonel of the

^4th 111. Vol. Inf , and participated in the engagements

at Island No. ro; at Farmington, where he skillfully

extricated his command from a dangerous position ;

at Stone River, where his division for several hours,

Dec. 31, 1862, held the advance and stood like a

rock, and for his gallantry there he was made Major

General ; at Chickamauga, where his and Van Cleve's

divisions for two hours maintained their position

when they were cut off by overpowering numliers.

Under Gen. Sherman, he was assigned to the 14th

Army Corps and participated in the Atlanta campaign.

At Peach-Tree Creek his prudence did much to avert

disaster. In February, 1865, Gen. Palmer was as-

signed to the military administration of Kentucky,

which was a delicate post. That State was about

half rebel and half Union, and those of the latter

element were daily fretted by the loss of their slaves.

He, who had been bred to the rules of common law,

trembled at the contemplation of his extraordinary

power over the persons and property of his fellow

men, with which he was vested in his capacity as

military Governor; and he exhibited great caution in

the execution of the duties of his post.

Gen. Palmer was nominated for Governor of Illi-

nois by the Republican State Convention which met

at Peoria May 6, t868, and his nomination would

probably have been made by acclamation had he not

'persistently declared that he could not accept a can-

didature for the office. The result of the ensuing

election gave Mr. Palmer a majority of 44,707 over

John R. Eden, the Democratic nominee.

On the meeting of the Legislature in January,

1869, the first thing to arrest public attention was

that portion of the Governor's message which took

broad State's rights ground. This and some minor

points, which were more in keeping with the Demo-
cratic sentiment, constituted the e.itering wedge fjr

the criticisms and reproofs he afterward received

from the Republican party, and ultim.itely resulted

in his entire aleniation from the latter element. The
Legislature just referred to was noted for the intro-

duction of numerous bills in the interest of private

parties, which were embarrassing to the Governor.

Among the public acts passed was that which limited

railroad charges for passenger travel to a maximum
of three cents per mile ; and it was passed over the

Governor's veto. Also, they passed, over his veto,

the "tax-grabbing law" to pay r^ilrosd subscriptions,

the Chicago Lake Front bill, etc. The new State

Constitution of 1870, far superior to the old, was a

peaceful " revolution" which took place during Gov.

Palmer's term of office. The suffering caused by the

great Chicago Fire of October, 187 r, was greatly

alleviated by the prompt responses of his excellency.

Since the expiration of Gov. Palmers 's term, he has

been somewhat prominent in Illinois politics, and

h.is been talked of by many, especially in the Dem-
ocratic party, as the best man in the State for a

United States Senator. His business during life has

been that of the law. Few excel him in an accurate

appreciation of the depth and scope of its principles.

The great number of his able veto messages abun-

dantly testify not only this but also a rare capacity to

point them out. He is a logical and cogent reasoner

and an interesting, forcible and convincing speaker,

though not fluent or ornate. Without brilliancy, his

dealings are rather with facts and ideas than with

appeals to passions and prejudices. He is a patriot

and a statesman of very high order. Physically he is

above the medium height, of robust frame, ruddy

complexion and sanguine-nervous temperament. He
has a large cranial development, is vivacious, social

in disposition, easy of approach, unostentatious in his

habits of life, democratic in his habits and manners

and is a true American in liis fundamental principle?

of statesmanship.
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OHN LOWRiE BEVER-
IDGE, (jovernor 1873-6, was

born in the town of Grecn-

wuh, Washington Co., N. Y.,

o July 6, 1S24. His parents

wtre George and Ann Bever-

idge His father's parents, An-

drew and Isabel Beveridge, be-

fore their marriage emigrated

from Scotland just before the

Revolutionary War, settling in

AVashington County. His father

was the eldest of eight brothers, the

'I"|J youngest of whom was 60 years of

age when the first one of the num-

ber died. His mother's parents,

James and Agnes Hoy, emigrated

from Scotland at the close of the

Revolutionary War, settling also in

H hi
Washington Co., N. Y., with their

first-born, whose " native land " was

the wild ocean. His parents and

grandparents lived beyond the time

allotted to man, their average age

;
over So years. They belonged to the " Asso-

Church," a seceding Presbyterian body of

America from the old Scotch school ; and so rigid

was the training of young Beveridge that he never

heard a sermon from any other minister except that

of his own denomination until he was in his 19th

year. Later in life he became a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, which relation he still

holds.

Mr. Beveridge received a good common-school ed-

ucation, liut his parents, who could obtain a livelihood

only by rigid economy and industry, could not send

him away to college. He was raised upon a farm,

and was in liis i8th year when the family removed

to De Kalb County, this State, when that section was

very sparsely settled. Chicago had less than 7,000

inhabitants. In this wild West he continued as a

farm laborer, teaching school during the winter

months to supply the means of an education. In the

fall of 1842 he attended one term at the academy at

Granville, Putnam Co., 111., and subsequently several

terms at the Rock River Seminary at Mount Morris,

Ogle Co., 111., completing the academic course. At

this time, the fall of 1845, his parents and brothers

were anxious to have him go to college, even though

he had not money sufficient; but, njt willing to bur-

den the family, he packed his trunk and with only

$40 in money started South to seek his fortune
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Poor, alone, without friends and influence, he thus

entered upon the battle of life.

First, he taught school in Wilson, Overton and

Jackson Cos., Tenn., in which experience he under-

went considerable mental drill, both in book studies

and in the ways of the world. He read law and was

admitted to the Bar, in the South, but did not learn

to love the institution of slavery, altliough he ad-

mired many features of Southern character. In De-

cember, 1847, he returned North, and Jan. 20, 1S4S,

he married Miss Helen M. Judson, in the old Clark-

Street M. E. church in Chicago, her father at that

tiine being Pastor of the society there. In the spring

of 1848 he returned with his wife to Tennessee,

where his two children. Alia May and Philo Judson,

were born.

In the fall of 1849, through the mismanagement

of an associate, he lost what little he had accumu-

lated and was left in debt. He soon managed to

earn means to pay his debts, returned to De Kalb

Co., 111., and entered uj^on the practice of his pro-

fession at Sycamore, the county seat. On arrival

from the South he had but one-quarter of a dollar in

money, and scanty clothing and bedding for himself

and family. He borrowed a little money, practiced

/'aw, worked in public offices, kept books for some of

the business men of the town, and some railroad en-

gineering, till the spring of 1854, when he removed

to Evanston, 1 2 miles north of Chicago, a place then

but recently laid t)Ut, under the supervision of the

Northwestern University, a Methodist institution.

Of the latter his father-in-law was then financial

agent and business manager. Here Mr. Beveridge

prospered, and the next year (1855) opened a law

office in Chicago, where he found the battle some-

what hard; but he persevered with encouragement

and increasing success.

Aug. 12, 1 86 1, his law ivartner, Gen. John F.

Farnsworth, secured authority to raise a regiment of

cavalry, and authorized Mr. Beveridge to raise a

company for it. He succeeded in a few days in rais-

ing the company, of course enlisting himself along

with it. The regiment rendezvoused at St. Charles,

111., was mustered in Sept. 18, and on its organiza-

tion Mr. B. was elected Second Major. It was at-

tached, Oct. II, to the Eighth Cavalry and to the

Army of the Potomac. He served with the regiment

until November, 1863, participating in some 40 bat-

tles and skirmishes : was at Fair Oaks, the seven days'

fight around Richmond, Fredericksburg, Chancellors-

ville and Gettysburg. He commanded the regiment

the greater part of the summerof 1863, and it was while

lying in camp this year that he originated lire policy

of encouraging recruits as well as the fighting capac-

ity of the soldiery, by the wholesale furlough system.

It worked so well that many other officers adopted

it. In the fall of this year he recruited another com-

pany, against heavy odds, in January, 1864, was

commissioned Colonel of the 17 th 111. Cav., and

skirmished around in Missouri, concluding with the

reception of the surrender of Gen. Kirby Smith's

army in Arkansas. In 1865 he commanded various

sub-districts in the Southwest. He was mustered

out Feb. 6, 1S66, safe from the casualties of war and

a stouter man than when he first enlisted. His men
idolized him.

He then returned to Chicago, to practice law, with

no library and no clientage, and no political experi-

ence except to help others into office. In the fall of

1866 he was elected Sheriff" of Cook County, serving

one term; next, until November, 1870, he practiced

law and closed up the unfinished business of his

office. He was then elected State Senator; in No-

vember, 187 I, he was elected Congressman at large;

in November, 1872, he was elected Lieutenant Gov-

ernor on the ticket with Gov. Oglesby; the latter be-

ing elected to the U. S. Senate, Mr. Beveridge became

Governor, Jan. 21, 1873. Thus, inside of a few

weeks, he was Congressman at large. Lieutenant

Governor and Governor. The principal events oc-

curring during Gov. Beveridge's administration were:

The completion of the revision of the statutes, begun

in x86g; the partial success of the "farmers' move-

ment;" "Haines' Legislature " and Illinois' exhibit at

the Centennial.

Since the close of his gubernatorial term ex-Gov.

Beveridge has been a member of the firm of Bever-

idge & Dewey, bankers and dealers in commercial

paper at 7 \ Dearborn Street (McCormick Block),

Chicago, and since November, 1881, he has also been

Assistant United States Treasurer- office in the

Government Building. His residence is still at Ev-

anston.

He has a brother and two sisters yet residing in

De Kalb County—James H. Beveridge, Mrs. Jennet

Henry and Mrs. Isabel French.
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HEL13Y U. CULLOM, Gover-

nor 1877-83,15 the sixth child

of the late Richard N. Cullom,

and was born Nov. 22, 1829, in

Wayne Co., Ky., where his fa-

ther then resided, and whence

both the Illinois and Tennessee

branches of the family originated. In

the following year the family emi-

grated to the vicinity of Washington,

Tazewell Co., 111., when that section

was very sparsely settled. They lo-

cated on Deer Creek, in a grove at

the time occupied by a party of In-

dians, attracted there by the superior

hunting and fishing afforded in that

vicinity. The following winter was

known as the " hard winter," the snow 'being very

deep and lasting and the weather severely cold; and

tiie family had to subsist mainly on boiled corn or

hominy, and some wild game, for several weeks. In

the course of time Mr. R. N. Cullom became a prom-

inent citizen and was several times elected to the

Legislature, both before and after the removal of the

capital from Vandalia to Springfield. He died about

'873-

Until about 19 years of age young Cullom grew up

to agricultural pursuits, attending school as he had

'"PDortunity during the winter. Within this time,

»v/ever, he spent several months teaching school,

and in the following summer he "broke prairie "with

an o.x team for the neighbors. With the money ob-

tained by these various ventures, he undertook a

course of study at the Rock River Seminary, a

Methodist institution at Mt. Morris, Ogle County

but the sudden change to the in-door life of a stu-

dent told severely upon his health, and he was taken

home, being considered in a hopeless condition. While

at Mt. Morris he heard Hon. E. B. V/.^shbl;rne make
his first speech.

On recovering health, Mr. Cullom concluded to

study law, under the instruction of Abraham Lincoln,

at Springfield, who had by this time attained some

notoriety as an able lawyer; but the latter, being ab-

sent from his office most of the time, advised Mr.

Cullom to enter the office of Stuart & Edwards.

After about a year of study there, however, his health

failed again, and he was obliged to return once more

to out-door life. Accordingly he bought hogs for

packing, for A. G. Tyng, in Peoria, and while he re-

gained his health he gained in purse, netting $400 in

a few weeks. Having been admitted to the Bar, he

went to Springfield, where he was soon elected City

Attorney, on the Anti-Nebraska ticket.

In 1856 he ran on the Fillmore ticket as a Presi-

dential Elector, and, altiiough failing to be elected as

such, he was at the same time elected a Representa-

tive in the Legislature from Sangamon County, by a

local coalition of the American and Republican par-

ties. On the organization of the House, he received

the vote of the Fillmore men for Speaker. Practicir^
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law until i860, he was again elected to the Legisla-

ture, as a Republican, while the county went Demo-

cratic on the Presidential ticket. In January follow-

ing he was elected Speaker, probably the youngest

man who had ever presided over an Illinois Legis-

lature. After the session of 1S61, he was a candidate

for the State Constitutional Convention called for

that year, but was defeated, and thus escaped the

disgrace of being connected with that abortive party

scheme to revolutionize the State Government. In

1862 he was a candidate for the State Senate, but

was defeated. The same year, however, he was ap-

pointed by President Lincoln on a Government

Commission, in company with Gov. Boutwell of

Massachusetts and Cnarles A. Dana, since of the

New York Sun, to investigate the affairs of the

Quartermaster's and Commissary Departments at

Cairo. He devoted several months to this duty.

In 1864 he enteied upon a larger political field,

being nominated as the Republican candidate for

Congress from tlie Eighth (Springfield) District, in

opposition to the incumbent, JohnT. Stuart, who had

been elected in 1862 by about 1,500 majority over

Leonard Swett, then of Bloomington, now of Chicago.

The result was the election of Mr. CuUom in Novem-
ber following by a majority of 1,785. In 1866 he

was re-elected to Congress, over Dr. E. S. Fowler, by

the magnificent majority of 4,103! In 1868 he was

again a candidate, defeating the Hon. B. S. Edwards,

another of his old preceptors, by 2,884 votes.

During his first term in Congress he served on the

Committee on Foreign Affairs and Expenditures in

the Treasury Department; in his second term, on

the Committees on Foreign Affairs and on Territories

;

and in liis third term he succeeded Mr. Ashley, of

Ohio, to the Chairmanship of the latter. He intro-

duced a bill in the House, to aid in the execution of

law in Utah, which caused more consternation among
the Mormons than any measure had previously, but

which, though it passed the House, failed to pass the

Senate.

The Republican Convention which met May 25,

1876, nominated Mr. Cullom for Governor, while the

other contestant was Gov. Beveridge. For Lieuten-

ant-Governor they nominated Andrew Shuman, editor

of the Chicago Journal. For the same offices the

Democrats, combining with the Anti-Monopolists,

'>laced in nomination Lewis Steward, a wealthy

farmer and manufacturer, and A. A. Glenn. The
result of the election was rather close, Mr. Cullom

obtaining only 6,800 majority. He was inaugurated

Jan. 8, 1877.

Great depression prevailed in financial circles at

this time, as a consequence of the heavy failures of

1 87 3 and afterward, the effect of which had seemed

to gather force from that time to the end of Gov.

Cullom's first administration. This unspeculative

period was not calculated to call forth any new

issues, but the Governor's energies were at one time

put to task to quell a spirit of insubordination that

had been begun in Pittsburg, Pa., among the laboring

classes, and transferred to Illinois at Chicago, East

St. Louis and Braidwood, at which places laboring

men for a short time refused to work or allow others

to work. These disturbances were soon quelled and

the wheels of industry again set in motion.

In May, 1880, Gov. Cullom was re-nominated by

the Republicans, against Lyman Trumbull, by tiie

Democrats; and although theformer party was some-

what handicapped in the campaign by a zealous

faction opposed to Grant for President and to Grant

men for office generally, Mr. Cullom was re-elected

by about 314,565, to 277,532 for the Democratic State

ticket. The Greenback vote at the same time was

about 27,000. Both Houses of the Legislature again

became Republican, and no representative of the

Greenback or Socialist parties were elected. Gov.

Cullom was inaugurated Jan. 10, 1S81. In his mes-

sage he announced that the last dollar of the State

debt had been provided for.

March 4, 1883, the term of David Davis as United

States Senator from Illinois expired, and Gov. Cul-

lon was chosen to succeed him. This promoted

Lieutenant-Governor John M. Hamilton to the Gov-

ernorship. Senator Cullom's term in the United

States Senate will expire March 4, 1889.

As a practitioner oflaw Mr. C. has been a member
o f the firm of Cullom, Scholes & Mather, at Spring-

field ; and he has also been President of the State

National Bank.

He has been married twice,—the first time Dec.

li!, 1855, to Miss Hannah Fisher, by whom he had

t\1o daughters; and the second time May 5, 1863,

to Julia Fisher. Mrs. C is a member of the Method-

is! Episcopal Church, with which religious body Mr.

C. is also in sympathy.
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OHN MARSHALL HAMIL-
TON, Governor 1883-5, was

born May 28, 1847, in a log

liouse upon a farm about two

mites from Richwood, Union

County, Ohio. His father was

Samuel Hamilton, the eldest son

cf Rev. Wm. Hamilton, who, to-

gether with his brother, the Rev.

Samuel Hamilton, was among the

early pioneer Methodist preachers in

Ohio. The mother of the subject of

this sketch was, before her marriage,

Mrs. Nancy McMoiris, who was

born and raised in Fauquier or Lou-

doun County, Va., and related to the

two large families of Youngs and Marshalls, well

known in that commonwealth; and from the latter

family name was derived the middle name of Gov.

Hamilton.

In March, 1854, Mr. Hamilton's father sold out

his little pioneer forest home in Union County, O.,

and, loading his few household effects and family

(of six children) into two emigrant covered wagons,

moved to Roberts Township, Marshall Co., 111., being

21 days on the route. Swamps, unbridged streams

and innumerable hardships and privations met them
oil their way. Their new home had been previously

selected by the father. Here, after many long years

of toil, they succeeded in payiiig for the land and
.flaking a cornfortaMe home. John was, of course,

brought up to hard manual labor, with no schooling

except three or four months in the year at a common
country school. However, he evinced a capacity

and taste for a high order of self-education, by

studying or reading what books he could borrow, as

the family had but very few in the house. Much of

his study he prosecuted by the light of a log fire in

the old-fashioned chimney place. The financial

panic of 1857 caused the family to come near losing

their home, to pay debts; but the father and two

sons, William and John, " buckled to " and perse-

vered in hard labor and econoiny until they redeemed

their place from the mortgage.

When the tremendous excitement of the jxalitical

campaign of i860 reached the neighborhood of Rob-

erts Township, young Hamilton, who had been

brought up in the doctrine of anti-slavery, took a zeal-

ous part in favor of Lincoln's election. Making special

efforts to procure a little money to buy a uniform, he

joined a company of Lincoln Wide-Awakes at Mag-
nolia, a village not far away. Directly after the

ensuing election it became evident that trouble

would ensue with the South, and this Wide-Awake
company, like many others throughout the country,

kept up its organization and transformed itself into a

military company. During the ensuing summer they

met often for drill and became proficient; but when
they offered themselves for the war, young Hamilton

was rejected on account of his youth, he being then

but 14 years of age. During the winter of 1863-4 he

attended an academy at Henry, Marshall County,
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and \\\ the following May he again enlisted, for the

fourth time, when lie was placed in the 141st 111.

Vol Inf., a regiment then being raised at Elgin, III.,

for the 100-day service. He took with him 13 other

lads from his neighborhood, for enlistment in the

service. This regiment operated in Southwestern

Kentucky, for about five months, under Gen. Paine.

The following winter, 1864-5, ^''- Hamilton taught

school, and during the two college years 1865-7, lie

went through three years of the curriculum of the

Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio. The
third year he graduated, the fourth in a class of 46,

in the classical department. In due time he received

the degree of M. i^. For a few months he was the

Principal of Marshall " College " at Henry, an acad-

emy under the auspices of the M. E. Church. By
this time he had commenced the study of law, and

after earning some money as a temporary Professor

of Latin at the Illinois Wesleyan University at

Blooaiington, he entered the law office of Weldon,

Tipton & Binjamin, of that city. Each member of

this firm has since been distinguished as a Judge.

Admitted to the Bar in May, 1870, Mr. Hamilton

was given an interest in the same firm, Tipton hav-

ing been elected Judge. In October following he

formed a partnership with J. H. Rowell, at that time

Prosecuting Attorney. Their business was then

small, but they increased it to very large proportions,

practicing in all grades of courts, including even the

U. S. Supreme Court, and this partnership continued

unbroken until Feb. 6, 18S3, when Mr. Hamilton

was sworn in as E.xecutive of Illinois. On the 4th

of March following Mr. Rowell took his seat in Con-

gress.

In July, 1871, Mr. H.imilton married Miss Helen

M. Williams, the daughter of Prof. Wni. G. Williams,

Professor of Greek in the Ohio Wesleyan University.

Mr. and Mrs. H. have two daughters and one son.

In 1876 Mr. Hamilton was nominated by the Re-

publicans for the State Senate, over other and older

competitors. He took an active part '' on the stump
"

in the campaign, for the success of his party, and was
elected by a majority of 1,640 over his Democratic-

Greenback opponent. In the Senate he served on

the Committees on Judiciary, Revenue, State Insti-

tutions, Appropriations, Education, and on Miscel-

lany ; and during the contest for the election of a

U. S. Senator, the Republicans endeavoring to re-

elect John A. Logan, he voted for the war chief on

every ballot, even alone when all the other Republi-

cans had gone over to the Hon. E. B. Lawrence and

the Democrats and Independents elected Judgp

David Davis, hx. this session, also, was passed the

first Board of Health and Medical Practice act, of

which Mr. Hamilton was a champion, again:'; :;

much opposition that the bill was several times

"laid on the table." Also, this session authorized

the location and establishment of a southern peni-

tentiary, which was fixed at Chester. In the session

of 1879 Mr. Hamilton was elected President /rt) /d'wz.

of the Senate, and was a zealous supporter of John

A. Logan for the U. S. Senate, who wa". this time

elected without any trouble.

In May, 1880, Mr. Hamilton was nominated on

the Republican ticket for Lieutenant Governor, his

principal competitors before the Convention being

Hon. Wm. A. James, ex-Speaker of the House of

Representatives, Judge Robeit Bell, of "-^abash

County, Hon. T. T. Fountain, of Perry County, and

Hon. M. M. Saddler, of Marion County. He engaged

actively in the campaign, and his ticket was elected

by a majority of 41,200. As Lieutenant Governor,

he presided almost continuously over the Senate in

the 32d General Assembly and during the early days

of the 33d, until he succeeded to the Governorship.

When the Legislature of 1883 elected Gov. Cullorn

to the United States Senate, Lieut. Gov. Hamilton

succeeded him, under the Constitution, taking the

oath of office Feb. 6, 1883. He bravely met all the

annoyances and embarrassments incidental upon

taking up another's administration. The principal

events with which Gov. Hamilton was connected as

the Chief Executive of the State were, the mine dis-

aster at Braidwood, the riots in St. Clair and Madison

Counties in May, 1883, the appropriations for the

State militia, the adoption of the Harper high-license

liquor law, the veto of a dangerous railroad bill, etc.

The Governor was a Delegate at large to the

National Republican Convention at Chicago in June,

1884, where his first choice for President was John

A. Logan, and second choice Chester A. Arthur; but

he afterward zealously worked for the election of Mr.

Blaine, true to his party.

Mr. Hamilton's term as Governor expired Jan. 30,

1885, when the great favorite " Dick " Oglesby was

inaugurated.
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(i>EPn "WILSON FIFER. This

distinguished gentleman was

elected Governor of Illinois

November 6, 1888. He was

^ - l^( ^' popularly known during the

%^^ .^l £j>?' campaign as "Private Joe." He
had served with great devotion

to his country' during the Ke-

bellion, in the Thirty-third

Illinois Infantrj'. A native of

Virginia, he was born in 1840.

His parents, John and Mary
(Daniels) Fifer, were American

born, though of German de-

scent. His father was a brick

and stone mason, and an old

Henry Clay Whig in politics. John and Mary

Fifer had nine children, o/ whom Joseph was the

sixth, and naturally, with so large a family, it was

all the father could do to keep the wolf from the

door, to say notliing of giving his cliildren anj--

thing like good educational advantages.

Joseph attended school for a while in Virgina,

but it was not a good school, and when his father

removed to the West, in 1857, Joseph had not ad-

vanced mucli further than the "First Reader."

Our subject was sixteen then and suffered a great

misfortune in the loss of his mother. After the

death of Mrs. Fifer, which occurred in Missouri,

the family returned to Virgina, but remained only

a short time, as during the same 3'ear Mr. Fifer

came to Illinois. He settled in McLean County
and started a brickyard. Here Joseph and his

brothers were put to work. The elder Mr. Fifer soon

bought a farm near Bloomington and began life

as an agriculturist. Here Joe worked and attended

the neighboring school. He alternated farm-work,

and brick-laying, going to the district school for

the succeeding few years. It was all work and no
play for Joe, yet it by no means made a dull boy
of him. All the time he was thinldng of the great

world outside, of which he had caught a glimpse

when coming from Virginia, yet he did not know
just how he was going to get out into it. He
could not feel that the woods around the new farm

and the log cabin, in which the family lived, were

to hold him.

The opportunity to get out into the world was

soon offered to young Joe. He traveled a dozen

miles barefoot, in company- with li is l)rother George,

and enlisted in Compan^^ C, Thirty-third Illinois

I nfantr}', he being tlien twenty years old. In a

few days, the regiment was sent to Camp Butler,

and then over into Missouri, and saw some vigor-

ous service there. After a second time lielping to

chase Price out of Missouri, the Thirty-tliird Regi-
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ment went down tu Milliken 's Bend, and for several

weeks "Private Joe" worked on Grant's famous

ditch. The regiment then joined the forces oper-

ating against Port Gibson and Vickslnirg. Joe

was on guard dut_y in the front ditches when the

flag of surrender was run up on the 4th of July,

and stuck the baj'onet of his gun into the embank-

ment and went into the city with the vanguard of

Union sokliers.

The next day, July 5, the Thirty-third joined

the force after Johnston, who had been threatening-

Grant's rear; and finally an assault was made on him

at Jackson, Miss. In this charge "Private Joe" fell,

terribly wounded. He was loading his gun, when

a minie-ball struck him and passed entirely

through his body. He was regarded as mortally

wounded. His brother, George, who had been

made a Lieutenant, proved to be the means of sav-

ing his life. The Surgeon told him that unless he

had ice his brother could not live. It w.as fifty miles

to the nearest point where ice could be obtained,

and the roads were rough. A comrade, a McLean

County man, who had been wounded, offered to

make tlie trip. An ambulance was secured and

the brother soldier started on the journey. He re-

turned with the ice, but the trip, owing to the

roughness of the road, was very hard on him. Af-

ter a few months' careful luu'sing, Mr. Fifer was able

to come home. The Thirlj'-third came home on a

furlough, and when the boys were ready to return

to the tented field, young Fifer was ready to go

with them, for he was determined to finish his

term of three years. He was mustered out in Oct-

ober, 18G4, having been in the service three years

and two months,

"Private Joe" came out of the army a t.all, tan-

ned, and awkward j'oung man of twenty-four.

About all he possessed w.as ambition to be some-

body—and pluck. Though at an age when most

men h.ave finished their college course, the young

soldier saw that if he was to be anybody he must

have an education. Yet he had no means to en.a-

ble him to enter school as most j'oung men do.

He was determined to have an education, however,

and that to him meant success. For the following

four vcars he struggled with his books. He en-

tered Wesleyan LTniversity January 1, 1865. He
was not a brilliant student, being neither at the

head nor at Ihe foot of his class. He was in great

earnest, however, studied hard and came forth with

a well-stored and disciplined mind.

Immediately after being graduated, he entered

an office at Bloomington as a law student. He
had previously read law a little, and .as he continued

to work hard, with the spur of poverty and prompt-

ings of ambition ever with him, he was ready to

hang out his professional shingle in 1869. Being

trustworthy, he soon gathered about him some in-

fluential friends. In 1871 he was elected Corpora-

tion Counsel of Bloomington. In 1872 he w.as

elected State's Attorney of McLean Count}^ This

office he held eight years, when he took his seat in

the State Senate. He served for four years. His

ability to perform abundance of hard work made
him a most valued member of the Legislature.

Mr. Fifer was married in 1870 to Gertie, daugh-

ter of William J. Lewis, of Bloomington. Mr. Fifer

is six feet in height and is spare, weighing only one

hundred and fifty pounds. He has a swarthy com-

plexion, keen black ej'cs, quick movement, and pos-

sesses a frank and S3'mpathetic nature, and n.atur-

lly makes friends wherever he goes. During the

late gubernatorial campaign liis visits throughout

the State proved a great power in his behalf. His

faculty of winning the confidence and good wishes

of those with whom he comes in personal contact

is a source of great popularity, especially during a

political battle. As a speaker he is fluent, his lan-

guage is good, voice clear .and agreeable, and m.an-

ner forcible. His manifest earnestness in what he

says, as well .as his tact as a public speaker, and his

eloquent and forceful language, make him a most

valuable campaign orator and a poweiful pleader

at the bar. At the Republican State Convention,

held in May, 1888, Mr. Fifer was chosen as its

candidate for Governor. He proved a popular

nominee, and the name of "Private Joe" became

familiar to everyone throughout the State. He
waged a vigorous campaign, was elected by a good

m.ajoritj', and in due time assumed the duties of

the Chief Executive of Illinois.
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^m INTRODUCTORY.

jHR time has arrived when it

becomes the duty of the

people of this county to per-

petuate the names of their

pioneers, to furnish a record

of their early settlement,

and relate the story of their

progress. The civilization of our

day, the enlightenment of the age

and the duty that men of the pres-

ent time owe to their ancestors, to

themselves and to their posterity,

demand that a record of their lives

and deeds should be made. In bio-

graphical history is found a power

to instruct man by precedent, to

enliven the mental faculties, and

to waft down the river of time a

safe vessel in which the names and actions of the

people who contributed to raise this country from its

primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly

the great and aged men, who in their prime entered

the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their

heritage, are passing to their graves. The number re-

maining who can relate the incidents of the first days
jf settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser-

vation of events without delay, before all the early

settlers are cut down by the scythe of Time.
To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind

from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough,
in spite of their best works and the most earnest

efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of
their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion

and to perpetuate their memory has been in propor-

tion ^to the amount of inteUigence they possessed.

The Jjyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate tlie

names and deeds of their great rulers.- The exhu-
mations made by the archeologists of Egypt from
buried Memphis indicate a desire of those people

to perpetuate the memory of their achievements
The erection of the great olielisks were for the same
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find the

(Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu-
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle their

great achievements and carry them down the ages.

It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling

up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea

—

to leave something to show that they had lived. All

these works, though many of them costly in the ex-

treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac-

ters of those whose memory they were intended to

perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of

the people that then lived. The great pyramids and
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity;

the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crum-
bling into dust.

It was left to modern ages to establish an intelli-

gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating

a full history—immutable in that it is almost un-
limited in extent and perpetual in its action ; and
this is through the art of printing.

To the present generation, however, we are in-

debted for the introduction of the admirable system

of local biography. By this system every man, though

he has not achieved what the world calls greatness,

has the means to perpetuate his life, his history,

through the coming ages.

The scythe of Time cuts down all ; nothing of the

physical man is left. The monument which his chil-

dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme-
tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his

life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished,

which otherwise would be forgotten, is perpetuated

by a record of this kind.

To preserve the lineaments of our companions we
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col-

lect the attainable facts of their history. Nor do we
think it necessary, as we speak only truth of tliem, to

wait until they are dead, or until those who know
them are gone: to do this we are ashamed only to

publish to the world the history of those whose live"

are unworthy of public record.









W^^ UN. Wn.LIAM BROWN. In the death of

II
)# ^'^"^ above-named gentleman, .Taniiarv loth,

(.4W^ 1891, Rockford lost one of its hiixh-minded

{^®) and piiblie-spirited citizens, while from the

bereaved familv circle a loving luisliand and

father was removed, leaving a void in their lives

that not even his honored iuemor\- can till. lie

received his earlj' education in the common
schools of Oneida County, N. Y., at whicli time

were instilled into his mind the firm principles

which characterized him through life. He was an

able law3'er, upright and honest, a devoted mem-

ber of the Methodist Church, and a strong advo-

cate of temper.ance principles, being a total alt-

stalner himself.

He was born in Cumberland, in the North of

England, June 1, 1819. His father, Thomas

Brown, was also a native of England. The latter-

named gentleman in 1827, accomjianied by his

family, emigrated to America and landed at New
York on the 20tli of May. They resided for

a few months in Albanj', then removed to Oneida

Count}', where the father purchased a farm near

the village of North Western, and was for many
years engaged in agricultural pursuits, but subse-

quently retired and moved to North Western,

where his death occurred. The maiden name of

his wife was Mary Morton, also a native of p]n-

gland, who spent her last years on the home farm

in Oneida County.

Mr. William Brown, desiring to liecome a lawyer,

began the study of that profession in Rome, N. Y.,

and in 184G, after having been admitted to the

Bar, started for the growing West, choosing as

his permanent abiding place the then village of

Rockford. Mr. Brown liegan even with the world,

but having little to do in a professional way for

some time, accepted a situation tlie lirst winter as

teacher in a district school. In 1H17, he talked

quite strongly of leaving Rockford, and went to

Bc^loit with the intention (:>f removing there, but

was not sulliciently charmed with the outlook to

do so.

In the election of 1847, Mr. Brown was chosen

Justice of the Peace, and in speaking of the event

later, remarked that he felt more thankful for that

office than for any other to which he was afterward

chosen. This arose from the fact that he was in

need of something to do. In 1852, he was elected

States Attorney for the district comprising Winne-

bago, Stephenson and Joe Daviess Counties, serv-

ing for a period of three years. At the expiration

of that time, he was elected Mayor of Rockford, and

in 1864 was sent to the Legislature on the Repub-

lican ticket. In 1857, he formed a partnership

with ^Yill'fim Lathrop, which connection existed

for three years, when he took in as partner

H. W. Taylor, with whom he was associated until

1870, at which time our subject was elected to tiie

Ijench. He was fir^t elected as Judge to fill the

vacauc}- occasioned by the promotion of Judge

Sheldon to the Supreme Court, and was subse-

(juentl}' elected three full terms of six years each

—making altogether a period of twenty jears as

Judge. He left a pure and untarnished record as

an able and uijright Judge, and b}- the judiciary of

the State was greatlj- honored for his ability and

talent. The old lawyers of the district, as well as
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the peoi^le, speak of liiin in the liighcst terms of

eoinmeudiitioii and love. He always eiijo\ed tlie

confidence and esteem of the coiuniunity, and was

recognized as ver3- painstaking and careful in the

lireparation of his decisions, which were regarded

as al)le liy the Supreme Court df the State.

Hon. "William Brown and Miss Caroline H.

Miller, who was born in Lix'ing.^ton County, N. Y.,

were united in marriage. September l',)th, l>^r)0.

Mrs. Brown was the daughter vf llie Hon. Horace

and Hannah (Clark) Miller, fur a further sketch

of whom the reader is referred to the biograi)hy

of William H. Miller, on another page of this

work. IMrs. Brown still I'esides in Rockford where

she is greatly l)eloved liy all wlio know her She

is the nu_>ther of thiee children who are respect-

ively; Edward W., agent of the Illinois Central

Railroad; Frank R., superintendent of the Nelson

Knitting Co., and May, wife of H. W. Buckbee,

tlorist and seedsman. A handsome and snbstantial

ofHce-building has just been erected to the mem-
ory of Judge Brown on South Main Street, Rock-

ford, known as the AVilliam Brown Building.

"I^^EV. JOHN WILCOX, one of the prominent

[[Wf' and wealth}' agriculturists of Burritt Town-
d\ 'J^ ship, Winnebago County, was born in the

parisii of Lanreath, Cornwall, England,

December 7, 1825. John Wilcox's father was a

native of the .same jiarish, as was also his grand-

father, Samuel Wilcox. The great-grandfather of

our subject, Henry Wilcox, was the proprietor of

a boarding-school in England and siient his entire

life in the above-named parish.

Samuel Wilcox acquired a thorough education

and for a time taught school in the parish of Lan-

reath. He was a surveyor by profession, and

served in the position of Town Clerk for half a

century, |)assing away when eighty-four years of

age. His son, the father of oiu- subject, on attain-

ing manhood was i)laced in charge of a gentle-

man's farm in Lanreath, having the entire man-
agement of the estate for thirty years. In 1850,

resigning the po.sition, he came to America and

located in Winnebago County, where he, in part-

nership with his son John, purchased one hundred

acres of land in the town of Burritt. He was ac-

companied hither by his son, our subject, .and

died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. AV.alter

Searl, in his eighty-third year. The maiden name

of his wife was Mary Stevens, a native of Looe,

Cornwall County, .and a daughter of William and

Mary Stevens; she dep.arted this life, after having

attained the age of seventy-three years.

The seven children in the parental family were

named, respective!}': Samnel, William, Mar}', Susan,

Hann.ah, John and IMaria, all of whom came to Amer-

ica, and one of whom, William, is .at present re-

siding in New Zealand. The original of tins sketch

attended school regul.arly from the age of seven

to sixteen years, when he assisted his father on the

home farm for three years and then I'eceivi'd an

aiipointment to a responsible position in the post-

otlice in London, the Rev. Richard Buller, the

owner of a farm which his father superintended,

signing his bonds. While in the post-otHce, John

Wilcox had use of the books in the British Museum
and other libraries, and, making the best of the

opportunity thus given him, improved his mind

by good reading. He became a member of the

Congregational Church when nineteen years of

age, .and soon after going to London acted as a

teacher in the Hoxton Academy Sabbath-school,

which had a membership of one thous.and scholai'S.

He also joined two different lyceums, and thus

[larticipating in their debates and addressing the

Sunday-school, accustomed himself to pulilic

speaking. Our subject remained in the post-oflice

for five years, when he resigned, his superior

oflicers, however, remonstrating against him tak-

ing such a course, promising to promote him if he

would rem.ain. Having determined ujwn coming

to America, he was firm in his first decision, and

set sail from Fowey, Cornw.all, April 18, 1850, in

the vessel ''Adelaide," which lauded in (Quebec on

the 24th of May.

Spending four weeks in Canada, Mr. Wilcox,

looking for a permanent location for himself and

parents, came to Winneb.ago County, purchasing,

as before stated, a tract of land in company with

his father, for which they paid ^1 per acre. Fifty

acres of the property were broken and fenced, and
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a small frame house was erected on the place.

His father, mother and sister JMaria later joined

him in this county, when tiie^y begun tiie work of

cultivating and improving a farm. Tlie first win-

ter our subject taught school in Pecatonica Town-

ship, but later devoting his entire time and atten-

tion to agricultural i)ursuits, added to his acreage

until his estate contained three hundred and

forty-five acres, besides a farm of one hundred and

eighty acres in Laona Township.

Mr. Wilcox has been prominentlj' connected

with the Congregational Church since his settle-

ment in AVinnebago County. The first Sunday

after locating here, he attended church, and tlie

minister failing to put in an appearance, at the

urgent request of the people assembled hepieaclied.

Two years later he attended an association of

Congregational ministers at Roscoe and was li-

censed to preach for thiee years, but prior to the

expiration of that time he was ordained in Peca-

tonica Township by three preachers and has been

actively engaged in spreading the Gospel since

that time.

In 1857, our subject went to Iowa Falls, Hardin

Count3', Iowa, to accept the pastorate of the Con-

gregational Church at that place. His parents,

however, needing his presence at home, he resigned

the charge after one year and, with that excep-

tion, has been a resident of Burritt Township

since first locating here in 1851. The farm upon

which he makes his home is one of the finest in

the township, it being improved with all the

necessary buildings and farm machinerj- wliich go

to make a first-class estate.

March 3, 1855, John Wilcox and Margaret Web-
ber, who was born in the Parish of Combe, St.

Nicholas, Somerset County, England, on the Itli

of February, 1833, were united in marriage. The

parents of Mrs. Wilcox, William and Mar3- Web-
ber, were wealth}^ farmers. The whole famil}' emi-

grated from England in August, 1849, and arrived

in Rockton, this county, in October. They traveled

by water from Bristol, England, to IMilwaukee by

means of sailing-vessels, canal boats and steamers,

and from the Cream City came overland with

teams to Winnebago County, where Mr. and Mrs.

Webber purchased three imiiroved farms of about

six hundred acres, on one of which they made
their home for forty 3-ears.

Mrs. Wilcox received a good education in both

select and boarding schools in England, and

also in tlie Beloit High School. Slie has two sis-

ters and five brothers, all of wiiom are married

and have families of their own, namely-: Cather-

ine, Mary Jane, William, .loim, Henry A., Herman
J. F. and Thomas II. The father of Mrs. Wilcox

was born in Ilamcock, Devon, March 26, 1804,

and died at the home of our subject in Burritt

Township, July I'J, 188'J. He was a son of AVill-

iam Webber, who was a large land-owner and was

also a native of Devon, England. William Webber's

mother, Margaret Brome, was born in CoUump-
ton, Devon, England, where also Mary Webber
was born, April 2, 1802. She bore the maiden

name of Mary Hake, and departed this life April

6, 1886, in Rockton; she was a worthy, intelligent

and refined lady, a faithful wife, a loving mother,

and ueighborl}' to all. Being a devout Episco-

palian in FIngland, she became identified with the

Congregational Church in Rockton.

The father of Mrs. Wilcox was a man of sterling

worth, untiring industry, strict economy-, good

judgment, and one truly honest and reliable in all

the relations of life. He was a devout Christian

and, desiring to spend his declining years in Bur-

ritt Township, there died in peace. Mrs. Wilcox

was a member of the Congregational Sunday-

school in Chard, England, and on coming to

Rockford united with that denomination in 1855,

and has ever filled the relations of a wife, mother

and neighbor in a kind. Christian spirit, aiding her

husband in every way in famil}', business, and re-

ligious duties. They have had family worship

during the thirty-seven years of their married

life. The two eldest brothers of IMrs. Wilcox in-

vented, patented and manufactured the celebrated

reaping machine which was distributed in this

and adjoining counties. Three of her sons are

the most rapid and the best shearers of sheep in

Illinois, and perhaps in the United States, each of

them having sheared from one hundred to one

hundred and twenty animals in ten hours.

The maternal grand i)arents of Mrs. Wilcox were

John and Mar}- (Kenwood) Hale, the former a na-
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tive of Ottory, St. Msxry, Devonshire, England,

where he was an active business man. The mother

was also a native of that pl.ace, d^'ing in middle

life. They reared an excellent family of children,

two sons, John and Thomas, becoming prominent

wholesale merchants. One sister, with her hus-

band, came to this county, and died in Rockton.

The seven children born to Mr. and IMrs. .lulm

Wilcox are, John Webber, William H., IMary S.,

Herbert II., Clarence L., George T,. and Lillian

M. In his political relations, our subject is a Re-

luiblican.

^OIIN W. CASTLE, one of the wide-awake

and enterprising young farmers residing on

section 34, Cherry Valley Township, AVinnc-

bago County, has spent almost, his entire

life in this community. He is a representative of

one of the pioneer families. Hisiiarents, John and

Elizabeth (Rockingham) Castle, were both natives

of England, and when young came to this coun-

try. They were married in Troy, N. Y., about

1848, and started at once for the West, traveling

by rail to Chicago, and thence by team to Rock-

ford. Mr. Castle rented a small farm near the city,

and for some time worked by the day. He after-

ward removed to Shirland, and purchased sixty

acres of land, upon which he built a house and Iie-

gan the improvement of a farm. After si.v years

he sold out and went to Ogle County, where he

operated a farm on shares for some time, after which

he purchased an eighty-acre farm. Its boundaries he

later extended until it comprised two hundred and

fift_y-five acres of good land, supplied with all the

necessar}' buildings, and under a high state of cul-

tivation. At length, he rented his farm in the au-

tumn of 1889, and is now living a retired life in

Monroe Center.

Our subject was the fourth child and second son

in a family which numbered three sous and four

daughters. They are as follows: Alice E., wife of

John Blake, of De Kalb County; Mary Ann, wife

of John Butterworth, of Boone County; George

H., who resides iu Ogle County; John W., of this

sketch; Sarah Hannah, wife of Jolni McLarty, who

operates a farm adjoining the old homestead;

Pha'be C, wife of William Fisher, of Cherry \a\-

ley Township; and Eber R., who is engaged in

agricultural pursuits in Story County, Iowa. There

are also eighteen grandchildren.

John W. Castle, whose name heads this record,

was reared aniiil the wild scenes of frontier life in

the usual manner of farmer lads. On attaining

his majority, lie chose as a companion and help-

mate on life's journey Miss Mary Janet JIcDonald,

of Beloit, Wis., daughter of Thomas and Mary A.

(Ga3'ton) McDonald. Her father was a volunteer

in the late war, and died in the hospital at Fortress

Monroe, W. Va.. on the 1st of April, 1864, leaving

a wife and three children, all of whom survive him.

The union of our subject and his wife was cele-

lirated on the 3d of March, 1885. They began their

domestic life upon their present farm, and have

one of the pleasant homes iu the neighborhood. It is

brightened by the presence of a little daughter,

Bessie May, who was born May 30, 1 888. Mrs. Castle

is a member of the Methodist Church. Mr. Castle is

a Republican in politics, and a valued citizen who
gives his support and co-operation to every inter-

est calculated to benefit the communit}' and pro-

mote the general welfare.

j-=^^>^^<ii ^—

LONZO IIASKINS. Among the old and

inlluential citizens of Boone County, III.,

we take pleasure in introducing to our

readers Mr. Alonzo Haskins, who has ))een

associated with all enterprises of interest in the

county for nian.y years. He was born in Cortland

County, town of Truxton (now Cuyler), N. Y., on

the 18tli of November, 1814, and is a son of Will-

iam H. and Lydia (Howard) Haskins, natives also

of New York State. The paternal grandparents

of our subject were natives of New England, but

died in the Excelsior State when well advanced in

years. William H. Haskins followed the occupa-

tion of a farmer, and died in Onond.aga County,

N. Y., when about ninety years of age. His wife

died at the same place, when about seventy-two

years of age. They were honest, industrious citi-
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zens, aud prominent in their eoniiuunity. Of tlie

tlireecliilflren born to their union (inly our snlijeet

survives.

From early lioyhood our suljject became familiar

with the arduous duties of the farm, and when

starting out for himself he selected that as his call-

ing in life. His marriage with Miss Lavina Mc-

Kiney on the 10th of September, 1835, brought to

his home a helpmate to whose aid and co-opera-

tion he is much indebted f(jr his success in life.

She was also born in Cortland County, N. Y., Au-

gust 20, 1813, and is a daughter of Charles and

Lydia (Morse) McKiney, both natives of that State.

Her mother passed her last days in Rockford, 111.

jMrs. Ilaskins' maternal grandfather, David Morse,

was a Revolutionary soldier, and for services thus

rendered received six hundred and fort}' acres of

land in New York State, Cortland County. He
also received a pension until his death. Mrs. Has-

kins was one of fourteen children, six of whom arc

}'et living, all farmers and lumbermen.

Four children were born to our subject's mar-

riage, viz: Teresa M., born in Onondaga County,

N. Y., is the widow of Barnard F'arnsworth, and

now resides in Dakota; Lydia L., born in Onon-

daga County, N. Y., married L. Albert Drake, and

is the mother of two children, one of whom, a

daughter, married William Beach, and has a little

girl. The Drakes were pioneer settlers of this

State, and are industrious, upright citizens. Mr.

Drake is working the home place for our subject,

but owns a fine farm of eight hundred acres in

Dakota. Edgar D. Haskins, also a native of Onon-

daga County, married Miss Hattie Turnure, and is

the father of three children, a son and two daugli-

ters. Mary J., born in the same county, married B.

B. Wells, and has two children. She makes hei

home in Belvidere.

L. Albert Drake enlisted in the Ninety-fifth Illi-

nois Infantrj', served about four years, and was

promoted to the rank of Fli-st Lieutenant. He
was a faithful soldier, and a brave and gallant

officer. Edgar Haskins was in the light artillery, and

served about a year. On coming to Boone County,

111., our subject bought one hundred and seventy

acres of land in Bonus Township, and on this there

stood a small frame house in which Mr. Ilaskins

and family lived for several jears. He then built

his present handsome residence, and has one of the

finest farms in the township. He has now retired

from the active duties of life, and his son-in-law

carries on the farm. They have twenty-eight or

thirty cows, a fine herd of .lerseys that rank with

the finest in the county, and make a specialty of

the dairy business. Mr. Ilaskins has been Director

in the Agricultural Societ}', and he has also been

on the State Committee of .State Fairs, etc., and is

active in all laudaiile enterprises.

!.HADDEUS DAVIS, one of the hi-hly re-

/,-V spected ayriculturists of Guilford Town-
VO)))

ship, Winnebago County, living on section

24, was born in the town of Southold, Canada,

.Tune 17, 1828. His grandfather, William Davis,

was born in Connecticut, whence he removed to

the Empire State in an early day, and purchased a

tract of land twelve miles from AlbanJ^ Twelve

years later he went to Canada and spent his last

days in Chippewa, where he died at the age of

ninet3'-four.

The father of our suliject, Thaddeus Davis, Sr.,

was born near Schenectady, N. Y., .June 9, 1793,

and was reared and married in the State of his

nativity. The maiden name of the mother of our

subject was Catherine Kirkland. She was born in

Schenectady, N. Y., February 10, 1797, of Scotch

parentage. On emigrating to Canada, j\Ir. Davis

made the journey with ox-teams, cutting his way

through the wilderness, and secured a tract of heav-

ily timbered land in the town of Southold. He

lirst built a log cabin and afterward replaced it by

a frame residence. There were no railroads in the

community in those daj's, no near markets and few

settlers, but plenty of deer, bears and wolves.

While the father worked at farm labor, the mother

spun and wove cloth, dressing her children in

homespun. 'Mr. Davis sold his farm in Canada

in 1839, and came to Illinois, accompanied by his

family. The}' brought with them their household

goods and drove cattle and sheep. After six weeks

of travel the}' arrived at their destination. Rock-

ford was then a mere hamlet and the work of pro-
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gress liad hardly been begun. About a month

later, Mr. Davis [lurchased a squatter's claim— tlic

farm wliicli our ^subject now occupies—ujion which

was a log i-aliin, while twenty acres of the land

hail lii'fu lin.iken. Upon that farm he made his

Inline until liis deatli,asdid the UKitherof our sulj-

ject. They had a family of ten children, .as fol-

lows: Catherine, Ann Eliza. David A., Robert C,

Daniel II., .Joseph S., Thaddeus, George R., .Jacob

and John.

The suliject of this sketch was only eleven years

(lid wlien, wilh his parents, he came to Illinois. lie

rcuu'inliers well the incidents of the journey and

the pioneer life in this county and shared with the

famih- all the liardsliiiis and trials incident to the

frontier. He t'(intinue<l to reside with his parents

until their death and now owns the old homestead.

He is an enterprising and successful farmer and Ity

his industrious and persistent efforts has acquired

a comfortable competence.

An imi)ortant event in the life of Mr. Davis oc-

curred on the 10th of Deecmlier, 1856, when he

wedded Mary A. McClary, a native of the Empire

State. Four children grace their union and the

family circle yet remains unbr<iken. In order of

liirtli they are as follows: Alma M., wife of ^Vsa B.

Hammond; Thaddeus G., who wedded Mary E.

Hart; Matie E. and Frank. In polities. Mr. Davis

was fiirmerly a "Whig, but since the organization

<.if the Kepublican party has affiliated with that

bi.idy. Keligiously, he is a niendier of the Method-

ist Church, lie is held in high regard through-

out this community, where the greater part of his

life has been passed, and well deserves representa-

tion among the honoi'cd [lioneers.

.<1 jtUAAAM D. SWAIL, President of the

\/iJ//
l*'^''^'pl'-''* liank of Belvidere, is one of the

V^/^ leading business men of this city, and for

a number of years has been connected with the

moneyed interests of liocme County. He is now
at the head of one of its most substantial moneyed
institutions, and is recognized as one of the most

prominent citizens of the community.

Our subject was born in Montreal Canada, De-

cember 17, 1830, and is a son of John and Esther

(Ilanna) Swail. The latter was a native of County

Monaghan, Iri'land. The fatlier was born in Cum-
berland County, England, and was a son of Will-

iam and Mary Swail. The grand|)aients were both

natives of England and came to America abtiut

1812. The grandfatlier purchased a farm at Mt.

Royal, near Jlontreal, and there engaged in farm-

ing until his death. His old homestead is now
owned and (iccupied liy one of his grandsons. The

father of our subject was reared ujion that farm,

but after attaining to man's estate, commanded a

steam ferryboat across the St. Lawrence from

Longueuil to Montreal. Later he settled upon a

farm at Mt. Royal and there made his home until

called to his linal rest.

Mr. Swail of this sketch when quite young lie-

gan to assist his father on the boat, and in 18.')3

entered the emi)lo3' of the Government in the civil

service, continuing two years. In 185.5, he came

to Belvidere and began dealing in real-estate and

building. After a few years spent in that way, he

next purchased land in Flora Township, and for a

few 3-ears engaged quite extensively in farming,

after which he returned to this city.

Mr. Swail has been twice married. In 1858, he

was joined in wedlock with Sarah Looj), who was

born in New York State, and died in February,

1860. He afterwards led to the marriage altar

Louisa J\I. Benedict, a daughter of Rev. Timothy

Benedict. The family numbers four children:

Mary B., who is a graduate of the Northwestern

University, and is luiw the wife of Rev. W. E.

Wilkinson, who graduated from the same institu-

tion and is now a Methodist minister; John II.,

Assistant Cashier in the bank; Louisa M., a stu-

dent in the Northwestern University; and Carrie,

wife of Russ Lambert, an attorney of the State of

W.ashington.

Mr. Swail assisted in the organization of the

Republican party in this county, and voted twice

for President Lincoln and once for Gen. Grant.

In 1872, he followed the lead of Sumner, Greeley

and other eminent Republicans and voted the lib-

eral Republican ticket. Since that time he has

atliliated with the Democratic iiarty. He was the
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first Mayor of Belvidere after its organization as a

city and lias lilled that [josition tliree teinis. He

lias also served as its Postmaster for four jears. He

is one of the substantial men of ISolvidere, and the

busy and useful life which he has led has won him

hiab refjard.

'il^'EEDKICK K. PRATT, one of the county's

l^^(g)) prosperous tillers of the soil, was liorn in

lt\ Westmoreland. Cheshire County, >.'. H.,

May 25, 1843, and is a son of :M(ises and

Louisa (Daggett) Pratt, and the grandson of

Josiah and Jane (Knapp) Pratt, both natives of

New England, where they passed their entire

life. Moses Pratt was one of eight children

born to this estimable couple. He was also a

native of Cheshire County, N. H., and remained

there until twenty-one 3ears of age, when, seeing

a better chance for himself in the West, he started

for Rockford, 111., in May, 1836. He took up one

hundred and sixt}' acres of Government land and

remained there for five years, when he returned

East. He first came to Illinois via the canal to

Buffalo, thence to Detroit, and walked from

there to his future home, a distance of about three

hundred and fifty miles. This trip proved almost

too much for liim and he never fully recovered.

His goods came on the next boat. As before

mentioned, he returned to the E)ast after a five

years' stay in the wilds of Illinois. This was in

1841, and he drove a horse and a home-made

jumper. He also carried his tools, so that, if

necessary, he could shoe his jumper, and as he jour-

neyed towards the rising sun he visited friends

along the way. He was returning for his future

wife, and on the 24th of March, 1842. he was

married to Miss Louisa Daggett, who was also

born in Cheshire Count}', N. H. Her parents

were Phineas and Mere}' (Pierce) Daggett, the

father a native of Massachusetts, but a picmecr of

New Hampshire, where he received his final

summons. He died at the age of seventy-seven

years, and the mother passed away when about the

same age, Mrs. Pratt was one of ten children,

and is the onlv one now living. Phineas Daggett

was the son of Asa Daggett, who was born in

Massachusetts, but who died in New Hainp.shirc.

Mr. Pratt faniud down East until l.S,"i,j, after

which he sold out and returned to this State,

where he bought eighty acres of unimproved land,

to which he subsequently added eighty acres more.

(:)n this he resided for twenty-five or thirty years,

and died on the 15th of ISIarch, 18H1, when

seventy-one years of age. He was at one time a

Democrat, but the latter (lart of his days he allili-

ated with the Republican [larty. His estiiii.-ilile

wife is still living, and is a niember of the I'rcsliy-

terian Church.

Frederick Pratt is one of the foremost farmers

of the county, and is interested in all worthy

movements. He was married on the 20lli of

January, 1875, to Mis.s Marion Turnure. daughter

of Uriah and Laura (Cline) Tiuiuue. She was

born in Bonus, this county, Februaiy 17, 1855.

To Mr. and Mrs. Pratt have been born two sons:

Frank H., born November 25, 1877, is now attend-

ing the Belvidere High School, and H;\lph T.,

born April 22, 1884, is at home. In politics, our

subject has always affiliated with the Republican

party, but he is inclined to be independent. As

an agriculturist, he ranks second to none in his

township, and all his farming operations are con-

ducted in a very superior and progressive wa}', as

a glance over his well-kept farm will show. His

home is bright and attractive, and is presided over

by that refined lady and excellent housekee[ier,

his wife.

ellAKLES JESPERSON. foreman for the ex-

tensive milling establishment of J. G.

Chick Milling Co., of Rockford, has been

in this gentleman's employ for many years, and

has held his present |)osition for the past fifteen

3'ears. Under his able and ellicient management,

the business has achieved a large share of success,

and is iu a prosperous condition.

Mr. Jesperson came to Rockford in 1.SG5, and

has since been engaged in the milling business,

first with E. Derwent for five years, and later, with

Mr. Chick, with whom he has since remained. He
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is a, skillful and |iraetiral iiiilk'r, and tlioiouglily

understands his liu>inoss. lie is interested in

other business enterjirises of the city, is a stock-

holder in the Mechanics' Furniluie Co., the I'nion

Grocery Co., in which he is also a Director, and a

stoekhtihler in the Swedish Building and Loan

Association. lie has a good and comfortable

home at No. 511 Union Street, and isa useful and

substantial citizen.

Of Swedish nativity, ;Mr. .lespcrM.in has inheri-

ted all the cliaracteristics of that hard3' class of

people, and is thrifty, honest, whole-souled and

intelligent. lie was born in Wester (xothland

Province, January 23, 1S15, learned his trade

there, and when twenty years of age, or in liSG5,

crossed the Atl.antic to American soil. His father,

Jasper Carlson, is a wood-carver by trade, and is a

resident of Rockford al the present time. The

latter was horn and reared in Wester Gothland,

Sweden, and aUhougli now seventy-two years of

age, his mind is as clear and as well-balanced as

ever. He was married in his native coiuitry to

Bliss Lizzie Samuelson, who died in 1871, when

about litty-seven years of age. in full communion

with the Lutheran Church, in wliieh he also holds

membership.

Charles Jesperson, the second in order of liirth

of the children born to this wortliy cou]ile, was

put on board a vessel and had liis passage [laid to

Chicagf) liy a]i uncle. He had liut twenty-five

cents in his pocket when he reached the Garden

City, and he was obliged to woik for a few days

to get the means t(.> carry him to Iiockf<.)rd, 111.

He was first married in this city, in tlie fall of

1866, to Miss Johanna Johnson, a native of

Wester Gothland, Sweden, who came tolhc United

States with her parents in 1863. Her fatlier, Olf

Johnson, is now eiglity years of .age and is a resi-

dent of Rockford, but tlie mother died in 1888.

Both were members in good standing in the

Lutheran Church.

Mrs. Jesperson was born in 181(1, and died at

her home in Rockford in the fall of 1872, leaving

one son, (!us, who is in the factories of Rockford.

Mr. Jesperst)n tocik for his second wife Miss

Johanna Fi'iedberg, wli(.> was born in Wester

Gothland Province, Sweden, September 4, 1818,

and w.as nearly grown wlien she came with

her brother, P. J. Friedbcrg, to the United States.

The latter is now a cabinet-maker and stockholder

of the Centennial Furniture Company, and re-

sides at No. 124 Bremer Street. The parents died in

Sweden, the father, Andrew Anderson, when

about flfty-live 3'ears of age, and the mothei-,

whose maiden name was iMary Jonson, when aliout

forty 3'ears of age. They were Lutherans in their

religious views.

Of the three children born to ^Ir. and Blrs.

Jesperson, one, Walter, died when young. The

others are: Joseph, born February 25, 1878, and

Ililma S., November 21, 1883. Mr. Jesperson and

family attend the First Lutheran Church in which

they are members and active workers, and they

are people much respected in the communilj'. Mr.

Jesperson is a sound Republican in his political

views, and has been a member of the Board of

Trustees for the past fifteen 3'ears.

'^.11 NDRP>W BORG, a mason contractor and

^A-J I builder of Rockford, is one of the well-

/// (4 known Swedish residents of this city. He

^^ was born on tiie 16th of June, 1831), in

Sweden, and was the first of his pc-ople to come to

the United States. He learned his trade in Osker-

sham, and at the age of twent3'-four years left

that place, crossing the Atlantic in the summer of

1854, on a sailing-vessel. Tliey encountered some

ver3' severe weather, the deck being swept and the

mast carried away. For some time tlie crew and

passengers were all exposed and for fourda3's they

were without food and water, twent3'-four d3'ing

from exhaustion and being buried in the sea.

After thirteen weeks and three days, jMr. Borg

landed in New York Cit3', August 15, 1854, and

thence went to Chicago. He had lost his trunk,

the contents of which were his chief iiossessions.

He found himself a stranger in a strange land, with

no one to whom to look for aid, but he started

out bravely and soon found employment. After

a year he decided to go to Kansas, but in passing

through Rockford was so well jileased with the

city that he has since made it his home.
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' Since coming to this country, Mr. Borg has been

followed by a sister who is now living in Webster

Count}-, Iowa, and a brother who died in this

city some j'ears ago, after he was married. Tlie

fatlier, Swan Larson, was a farmer and carpenter

of Sweden and spent liis entire life in that

land. His death occurred at tlie age of eightj'-two

years. His wife, whose maiden name was Stena

G. Anderson, is j^et living at the age of eighty-

two. Like her husband, she is a member of tlie

Lutheran Cliurch.

Tliree years after coming to this country, Mr.

Borg returned to his native land and wedded

Anna S. Carlson, who died nine days after she

and her husband had returned to this countr3% of

quick consumption, at the age of twenty-two 3'ears.

He afterward wedded Ida M. Carlson, a sister of

his first wife, and she died three j-ears later of

pneumonia, at the age of twenty-two, leaving one

daughter, Selma E., now the wife of Frank Sager,

a clerk in Sawyei 's drug store of this cit}-. Mr.

Borg was the third time married, in Rockford, the

lady of his choice being Anna S. Booman, who was

born in Sweden on the 4th of August, 1852, and

came to Rockford iu 1864 with her parents, who
have since moved to Vallej^ Springs, S. Dak., where

they now reside, both being about sixty years of

age. They are also members of the Lutlicran

Church.

Mr. and Mrs Borg have a family of four chil-

dren and have also lost four. Edward is a book-

keeper for the Skandia Coal Company of this city;

Albert A., Esther L. and Hulbert are still at home.

Albert, Olivia and Victoria, twins, and Esther, are

all deceased. The parents are members of the

Zion Lutheran Church, of which Mr. Borg is a

Trustee. He exercises his right of franchise in the

support of the Re()ublican party. The year after

coming to Rockford, he began business as a mason

contractor and builder and has erected jnany

buildings in the city. He now owns a good brick

residence at No. 406 Sixth Street and has an inter-

est in tlie flats and residence at the corner of Fourth

Avenue and Seventh Street. He is one of the

stockholders in the Skandia Plow Company and a

stockliolder and Director in the Skandia Brick

Compan}', also a Director in the Union Grocery

Store. Mr. Borg has been the means of inducing

many of liis Swedish neighbors to locate in this

count\' and is u leader among his cnuntry-nu'ii.

His business career h;is been a successful one and

he is now numbcrccl among the well-to-du citizens

of Rocliford.

PAVID PRYSE, who owns and operates two

hundred and twenty acres of well improved

land on section 15, Guilford Townshi|),

Winnebago Count}', is a native of Wales. He was

born on the 14th of May, 1S31. in Montgomery-

shire, and is a son of .lames Pryse, who was born in

the same county. His grandparents also spent their

entire lives there. The family liad long been resi-

dents of Wales. ^Nlany of its members spell the

name Price.

The father was reared and married in Montgom-
eryshire, Miss Margaret Davis becoming liis wife.

They never left the land of their nativity, but

three of their sons emigrated to tlie United States:

David, Edward and .James.

Our subject received no special advantages in

his youth, in fact, at the early age of seven he be-

gan to earn his own livelihood and has since been

dependent upon his own resources. He coutinned to

make his home in the land of his birth until 1850,

when, with the hope of bettering his financial con-

dition, in the autumn of that year he sailed from

Liverpool to America, as a passenger on board the

"Patrick Henry." After a V03'age of seven weeks

and three days, the vessel dropped anchor in the

harbor of New York and Mr. Pryse landed on

American soil. He went to Oneida Count}-, N. Y.,

where he engaged in farming for five years, and

then came to Illinois in 1855. With the money
he had saved, he rented a farm in Guilford Town-
ship, and after five years, in 1860 made a purchase

of fifty-seven acres of wild land, wliich is now in-

cluded within his present farm. As his financial

resources have increased, he has added to his

landed possession from time to time, until he now-

owns two hundred and twenty .acres of valuable

land.
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Ere coming to the West. Mr. Prvse was marriefl

in Oneifla County, on the 18Ui of M.Tieli, 185 t, to

Mis.s Winnefrcd M. Jones, who w.is burn in the

north of W.ales, in Oelol.ier, 18;i0, and came to

America at the age of eighteen years. Slie died

September 10, 188t, leaving a. family of six chil-

dren: Richard .1.. Ellen, Margaret, Mary, Fannie

.and Frank.

JNIr. Prvse is one of the worthy citizens of this

community, who takes an active interest in all

that pertains to the welfare and upbuilding of the

town and county and the promotion of its leading-

enterprises. He is also a self-made man and for

his success in life deserves no little credit, as he

has steadily worked his waj' upward to a position

of which he may well be proud. His life in many

respects is well worthy of emulation and h.as won

him the confidence and high regard of those with

whom he has been liroaght in contact.

ISS .SARAH ROGERS, the daughter of

John H. and Elizalielh (Cotton) Rogers

i\ well known .as [lioneers of Winnebago

County, is at the present time residing in

Pecatoniea village. She is a woman of much ca-

pacity, is kind in licart and manner, cheerfully

giving assistance where needed and cliaritaMy in-

clined toward all, a worthy type of the iiioneer

daughters of Winnebago County, who were im-

portant in.struments in its upbuilding.

The father of our subject was born in Norfolk,

Conn., in 1804, where he was married to Miss

Elizabeth Cotton in 1828. Desiring to see and

know something of the Western country-, he came

to this county in 1845 and entered a claim of eight}'

acres of Government land. The mother of our

subject was also born in Norfolk, Conn., one jear

later than her worthj' husband, and died in Peca-

toniea when sixty-eight j'ears of age. The father

of Miss Rogers died in the same place when in his

sixty-seventh year.

The paternal grandparents of our subject were

natives of the Nutmeg State, as were also the

Cotton famil}-. John H. Rogers was a blacksmith

by trade, which line of l.iu.sine.ss he followed for

some years, at the same time teaching writing school

during the winter evenings. He filled the position

of Postmaster of Seward at a time when the place

was known asVanceboro. In politics, he w.as a Re-

publican and with his wife a member of the Con-

gregational Church.

Two uncles of our suliject participated in the

late war, one of whom w.as wounded in the Itattle

of Chickamauga.

Miss Sar.ah Rogers has always resided at home.

an<l in 1867 opened a millinery establishment

which she conducted successfully until five years

ago, when she opened up in the shoe and wall

l)aper business. Her education was received in the

graded and High Schools of Pecatoniea, and at the

present time she is a working member of the Wom-
en 's Christian Temperance Union and belongs to

various n\ission.ary societies. She is a charter mem-

ber of the Women's Relief Corps and in all respects

takes an active part in all good works. She is a

member of the Chautauqua Society and was en-

gaged for several terms in teaching school in this

county, in which occupation her sister F^unice was

also engaged.

Miss Rogers' father came b}' wagon to Alban}',

N. Y., thence by the Erie Canal to Buffalo, by way

of tlie Lakes to Chicago, and overhand to this

county. He w.as a gentleman beloved by all, kind-

hearted, charitable and honorable, and possessed of

agroealile manners and jovial, friendly nature.

Miss Rogers is one of the leaders in social life in

the vilkage, and her intelligence and gr.ace add to

the attractions of her hospitable dwelling.

,
,^HILIP STALL, who is one of the most

I

)jl enterprising farmers of Le Ro.y Township

f^ Boone County, owns and occupies a fine

j \ homestead and stands high in the estima-

tion of the people in this vicinity. He was born

June 22, 1817, in Maine, andis a son of Jacob Stall,

a stone mason and stone cutter by trade. He fol-

lowed that occupation during most of his life, al-

though during his later years he became a miller

and owned a farm of one luindred acres, which

was carried on by his family.
^
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The ]ad_y who became the mother of our subject

prior to her marriage was Miss Elizabeth Win-

capaw, a native of Knox County-, Me. Slie reared

a family of eight cliildren and lost four in infancy.

Tlie elder Mr. St,all died in his eiglity-eighth year,

having been married nearly sixty-eight years. The

family are all deceased, with the exception of our

subject and a sister, Lucinda, now Mrs. Burton, of

Maine. Philip was the sixth in order of birth,

his brothers and sisters being Elizabeth, Charles,

Edward, William, and Moses and Aaron, twins,

who received their names from tlie old family

physician wiien born.

Our subject left home when nineteen years of

age, going East to Bangor, and two years later

came to Illinois and purchased a quarter-section

of land in Lee County. This he sold two years

thereafter and came to Boone County, where, in

18.57, he bought eighty acres of his ]iresent farm,

for which he paid §10 per acre, lie has since pur-

chased fort}' acres.

In 1857, Miss Frances, daughter of William R.

and Mary (Moore) Millard and our suliject were

united in marriage. Both parents were natives of

Pennsylvania and came West to Lee Count}', this

State, in October, 1838, making the journey from

Columbia County by means of a horse team. In

the spring of 1841, Mr. and Mrs. Millard came to

Boone County, Le Roy Township, purchasing a

farm of one hundred and twenty acres, to which

he later added until his estate on section 35 in-

cluded two hundred and fortj^ acres.

Mr. and Mrs. Stall have buried seven children

and have one son living, Charles M., who was

born in March, 1878. Those deceased are William,

Elmer, i\Iary, Sylvia, Edgar, Katie and Altha L.

Our subject has been engaged in mixed farming,

and by persistent industry has cleared his entire

estate and erected thereon suitable buildings, not

the least among which is his comfortable farm resi-

dence which was erected in 1869. Two 3'ears later

he built his main barn, 40x48 feet, with eighteen-

foot posts to which he has since added as he found

it necessary. In religious matters, the family of

our subject belongs to the Methodist Ciiurch and,

in politics, Mr. Stall has voted the Republican

ticket since Lincoln filled the Presidential chair.

David Daniels, now in Iowa, William R. Millard

and our subject are the only survivois who voted

here in 1843.

He of whom we write has a dairy of from ten

to fifteen cows and ships as many as fifty hon<\ of

hogs per year. His place is well stocked with a

good grade of horses, and from his stock-raising

interests he reaps handsome returns. His property,

which, it will be rememliered, cost Mr. Stall >!10 per

acre, is now worth !J7(). Blrs. Stall's mother dejjarted

this life in March, 1891, when eighty-four yonrs of

age, and her fatiier, who is still living, is seventy-

nine years of age.

ORSEMUS HYDE, deceased, was for a num-

ber of years one of the most (jrosperous

farmers of Bonus Township, Boone County,

with whose agricultural developments he was

closel}' associated and helped to ni.ake of the

county one of the finest farming regions in the

State. He was born in Jul}', 1819, and departed

this life at his home when fifty-two years of age.

Our sul3ject w.as the son of Ileman and Polly

Hyde, of P^nglish descent and the heirs to large

fortunes which, on account of insutlicieiit proofs,

they were unable to secure. The lady, Miss Per-

melia Rork, to whom our subject was married .luly

12, 1837, was born in Essex County, N. Y.. .lune

18, 1818. She was the daughter of .Tolin and

Elizabeth Rork, who were liorn in Ireland, of

Scotch-English parents. The father and mother

emigrated to the United States, and after residing

for a time in New York, moved to Racine, Wis.,

where their deaths occurred at the respective ages

of eighty and seventy-five years. Mrs. Hyde on

her mother's side is related to the old family of

McCibbons, her granduiother bearing that name.

They were also related to the McCauleys and

could trace their ancestry back on one side to the

celebrated poet. Burns. The father of Jlrs. Hyde
was an Orangem.an, and after coming to this coun-

try participated in the war of 1812.

To our subject and his wife have been born nine

children, five of whom are living: Deett was born

in New Y'ork State, is married and lives in Le Mars,
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Iowa; William was born Ajm'iI Ki, 1844. is also mar-

ried and the father of three children; Alice was

born April 15, 184G, is the wife of Robert Porter

and the mother of five cliildren; Julius A. was

born April 12, 1852, is residing at home and works

the old farm; Lucia was born .Tanuar}' 12. 1855, is

married and has three children. Julius A. inter-

ests himself in politics and is a leader of the Pro-

hibition party in tliis section.

Mr. and Mrs. Ilj-de came to this count}- in 1842.

where our subject rented Land for eight years,

having but $2.50 when he came here. He made

different purchases, until at the time of his death

he left an estate of four hundred and forty-two

acres to his heirs, leaving besides a name which

will ever be held in loving remembrance. He

lauded in the county with only twenty shillings

in his pocket, and .as winter was coming on, he

was engaged in teaming that season to and from

Chicago. His widow still owns sixty-nine acres of

the original homestead, which slie is cultivating in

a most intelligent manner. Since fifteen years of

age, she has been an active member of the Method-

ist Episcopal Cluu'ch, in which denomination her

husband was also a memlier and a liberal contrib-

utor. She is an excellent woman, and aids all

worthy objects in a most substantial manner and

is loved by all her numerous friends and acquaint-

ances. She is in the possession of a comfortable

property and devotes her time to helping others.

eHARLES L. SMITH owns and operates a

valuable farm of seventy-two acres adjoin-

ing the city limits of Belvidere on the

northwest. Ever\' foot of his land is under a

high state of cultivation and the well tilled fields

yield to him a golden tribute for the care and la-

bor he bestows upon them. The neat appearance

of the place indicates his thrift, and the many
improvements there seen stand as monuments to

his enterprise.

Our subject was born in Windham County, Vt.,

February 28, 1829. His father, Hiram Smith, was

born in Chesterfield, N. IL, spent his boyhood

days in the Granite State, and after his marriage

removed to Windham, Yt., where he bought a

tract of land and made his home for a few years.

He then returned to Westmoreland, N. H., where

he spent the remainder of his life. He married

Olive Arnold, who spent almost her entire life

in Westmoreland. Her father. Col. Arnold, was a

tanner and farmer residing in that place.

Our subject was a lad of but seven summers

when his parents became residents of the Granite

State, where his education was acquired. At the

age of ten, he commenced to earn liis own living

and worked liy the daj^, month or year in New
Hampshire until be was nineteen years of age,

when he went to Upton, Worcester County, Mass.,

where he was employed at carpentering for a year.

His next place of residence was in Milford, Mass.,

where he was employed in a boot factory for three

j'ears. He remained in the Bay State until 1852,

when, on the 5th of January, he sailed fi'om New
York and after thirty days Landed in San Francisco,

whence he went to Stockton, C'al., which was

then a very small place. He engaged in teaming

from there to the mines, from forty-five to seventy-

five miles distant. At that time the price of

freighting was from -S2 to 825 per hundred (lounds.

Provisions were very high in the mines, tlour sell-

ing at 845 per barrel. He there remained for six

years, when he returned to Jlilford, where he

spent tlie three succeeding years of his life. He

then again went to California, where he once

more engaged in teaming until 1864, when he re-

turned to the East.

Soon after his return. Mr. Smith was united in

marriage with Mrs. Luella (AVheeler) Bates, and

their union has been blessed with one child, Clin-

ton C. The lady also had a daughter by her for-

mer marriage, Addie L. JMr. and Mrs. Smith are

worthy people, highl}' respected by all. He is a

member of the Universalist Church, and his wife

is a member of the Presbyterian Ciiurch. Thev

have been residents of this county sine? December,

18G4. when, coming to the West, Mr. Smith pur-

chased a farm half a mile west of Belvidere,

upon which they made tlieir home for seven years.

He then sold out and removed to the village,

where he lived for three and a half years, after

which he purchased the farm which he now owns

and occupies
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1*1 OHN LAKE, President of tlie Rockford Fire

Insurance Conipau}', is well known as one

^ of the early settlers of Rockford; and as

VvS^ one of its foremost business men, who lias

for many years tlioroughly identified himself with

its best interests, his far-reaching enterprise, apti-

tude for affairs, and broad public spirit being po-

tent in extending its commerce and in advancing

its welfare in various directions, his name is in-

separably linked witli its rise and progress from a

small, insignificant settlement to a beautiful and

prosperous city. During the busy and eventful

years of the half century and more that he has

lived here, he has acquired wealth that places him

among the most substantial citizens of Winnebago

County, and he has built up one of the most stately

and elegant homes within its borders.

John Lake was born March 27, 1821, on Blackford

Farm, Selworthy Parish, England, said farm then

being in the possession of his paternal grandfather,

who was a farmer, dairyman, miller, maltster and a

dealer in all kinds of seeds. In the latter [lart of

his life he lost a large portion of his property,

parti}' through, reverses in business, and possibly a

part of it by bad management. Ilis family con-

sisted of four sons and one daughter, all of whom
died soon after they arrived at age, with the ex-

cei)tion of James, the eldest, and Thomas, the

youngest, both of whom emigrated to America, the

first with his family settling at 8t. Johns, New
Brunswick, and the latter in the United States.

William Lake, the father of our subject, was also

born on the old Blackford Farm, his birth occur-

ring in the year 1798. He died there in the open-

ing years of his manhood, at the age of twent3-two

years, and thus early closed a promising career.

He married when only twenty years old, the maiden

name of his wife being Gould. .She was a farm-

er's daughter, born at Cutcombe, in the parish of

Cutcombe. Her mother died leaving eleven chil-

dren, and as her father soon married again, she

sought a home as a servant girl at Blackford Farm.

She was subsequently married to the father of our

subject, and they continued to make the farm tiieir

home until his untimely death.

He of whom we write was but six months old

when his father died, and as his mother married

9

again a year later, he was reared by his grandmother

in the home of his birth, she and he being the only

ones of the name of Lake living in that ])art of

England, up to the time he caiiic t(; tliis ciuinlrv.

He was given excellent educational advantages in

a private school kept by Mr. Robert Taylor, wiiicli

he attended until he was fourteen. At that age

he commenced to earn his own living liy working

on a farm, being thus employed the intervening

two years before he came hither. He was eleven

years of age when his uncle Thomas became a citi-

zen of this Republic, and the hi)yish imagiiiali(.in

of our subject followed him in his voyage across

unknown seas to the far-away, strange country

whither he had gone, and he wished that he too

might go there in search of fortune's favors, for

the spirit of adventure, inherent in every true Eng-

lishman's breast, was his by right of birth. He
treasured up his determination to try life in this

land of promise until he was of suitable age to i)ut

it into execution, and in the month of May, 183G,

he disclosed his plans to his mother and foster-par-

ent (his grandmother), telling them that he would

like to do as his uncle Thomas had done, seek a

home in the United States. They strenuously op-

posed his purpose, but he told them, that although

he did not wish to disobey them, he had firmly re-

solved to go a 3'ear from that time. In May. 1837,

he again broached the subject of his emigration,

and was met with the same opposition. He in-

formed his mother and foster-mother that he wished

very much to obtain their consent, but he should

go in any case. When they saw that further per-

suasion was useless, they reluctantly gave in, and

sadly made preparations for his setting forth iiit<j

the great world, giving him such necessary aid

for his journey as was in their power.

The first week in May, 1837, our suliject started

out on his travels from the pleasant Englisli lioine

that had given him slnslter from his birth, and

alone, but with a brave heart and a steady |iur-

pose, he faced the unknown future and the perils

of an ocean vo3'age never to be forgotten while

memory holds swaj'. From Minehead he went on

a schooner to Bristol, where he secured passage for

Philadelphia on the "Severn," a .sailing-vessel

loaded with iron, and carryini;' about fiirt v other



206 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAI'IIK'AL RECORD,

passengers beside himself. In niid-oee.in a dread-

ful storm was encountered, which lasted for live

days, and it seemed ini|)ossible that the nallunt

ship could outweather such a tempesl. Often

great seas would lireak (in deck, ami the bowsprit,

foremast and bulwarks were liioken and washed

overl)oard. AV'hen the fearful storm was at its

height, younu Lake rei)uested the ollicer to permit

him to remain on deck, and he allowed him to do

so on ei>ndition that he would secure liimself to

the main-mast, which he did with a rope that lay

near, and from six o'chn'k in tlie morning until

late in the evening he remained in that position

without a particle of food, watching with mingled

feelings of awe the sulilime spectacle of the con-

llictof the elements with Old Ocean. As darkness

enveloped what seemed to lie a doi_>med shi]), the

storm abated, and at sunrise there was udi wind

suflicient to move the sails, and a de.ad calm iif

four days ensued.

Mr. Lake lauded in Philadelpliia in the latter

part of June, seven weeks from the day he left old

England. He was at the time sixteen years and

three months of age, and was a bright, active lad,

with plenty of mother-wit and other essentials to

make the life that lay before him a success, if he

chose to do so. His destination was Illinois, wheie

he intended to join his uncle Thomas. From the

Quaker City he crossed Pennsylvania, and went

over the Alleghanies by rail and canal, passing

through Johnstown, which was so nearly erased

from the face of tlie earth liy the awful Hood of

recent ye.ars, and through many another jilace,

whose very name he has forgotten, and on to

Pittsburg, where he embarked on a river steamer

for the West. Arriving at Rockport, a small river

town on the Ohio below Louisville, he was taken

sick with a fever, and had to remain there until

November. In the meantime, he received a letter

from his uncle, who was then living in Rockford,

and as soon as he was alile he resumed his inter-

rupted journej' down the (_)hio and u]) the Missis-

sippi to Fulton, 111. Thence he traveled on foot

through marsh and swamp, and over what seemed

to him endless prairies, to Sterling, and from there

proceeded on the west side of the river to Rock-

ford, where he arrived about the 1st of December,

I8.'37, "comi)leteIy worn out, i)hysicall_v, mentally

and tinancially," as he himself expresses it.

In the s|.)rnig he had recu[)erated sulliciently to

work on a farm, at wliirh he was employed three

years. At the end of that time, he ai>prenticed

liimself to IMr. Thomas Thatcher, a joiner, carjjen-

tcr and architect. A _year witli that gentleman,

with wages of 15 a month and board, and he had

ncipiired all his instructor could impart, and was

prepared to set up for himself in the same line,

thus showing how soon he had caught the dash

and energy of the Western spirit. He not only

worked out by the day as a carpenter, but engaged

as a contractor, doing business by himself until

the winter of lS.52-;i;3, when he formed a |iart-

nership with Mr. P. Howes, to engage in the lum-

ber trade. The yard was where the East Rock-

ford passenger station of the Chicago & North

western Railway now stands, which was at that time

called the Chicago it Galena Railway, and which

had been completed to the east side of Rock River,

on the 20t\i of August, 1852. On the 20th of

August, 1853, the railway bridge was comiileted

across that river, and our subject and his partner

removed their lumber to a yard on the west side,

near the present station of the Northwestern Rail-

wa}', continuing together until the summer of

1856, when they sold their business to a Mr. Free-

man.

In November of that year, the prosperous young

Westerner, whose course we have thus far followed

with interest, revisited his old home at Ulackford

Farm, nearly twenty years having passed by with

their many chances and changes since lie had last

crossed its threshold, a penniless lad on his way to

the New World. Returning again to this country

in February, 1.S57, in the early spring, he once

more went into the lumber business, having his

stand on the corner of Third and State Streets, on

the same ground now occupied b3' the Rockford

Coal & Lumber Compan3'. Mr. Howes, his old

partner, had an interest with him for a year, and

then their connection was dissolved, in the fall of

1859. by the sale of the .stock to Cook A- liro., lum-

ber dealers on the west side of the river. In the

spring of 1853, Mr. Lake made arrangements to

take charge of the late Mr. Henry Fisher's yard, on
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the west side of the river, and, in the summer of

the same year, formed a [jartucrship with tliat gen-

tleman, which was continued until March, 18()7. In

IMav of that 3'ear, after closing out liis interest witli

Mr. Fisher, he again visited pjngland,and extended

his tour wliile aljroad to Ireland, Scotland, France,

ISelgiuiu, Italy, Switzerland and portions ot (ier-

many, returning home in tlie fall. In tiie spring

of 1868, he formed a five-years' partnersliip with

tlie Hon. Scely Perry, who was doing a luinlur

business on the ground formerly occupied liy our

subject, and where Mr. Perry is still carrying on

the same business. In the spring of 1874, tliey

terminated their partnership, and in June Mr. Lake

again indulged his fondness for travel, and re-

visited England, Scotland and France, and three

times since he has made the same journey, in the

summers of 1877, 1889 and 1891, his eldest daugh-

ter accompanying him across the ocean on Ins last

trip. lie has not altogether confined his travels to

European countries, but has spent a winter on the

Pacilic Coast, going to California in May, 1885,

with his wife and niece, and staying there until

tlie following April.

Our subject is a man of line pliysique and good

presence, is possessed of business acumen and ex-

ecutive ability in a rare degree, and has made his

influence felt in various directions. He has filled

various positions of trust, and his olHcial record is

without blemish, as lie has always acted for the

best interests of those concerned, without regard to

self, and has discharged his duties faithfull}-, fear-

lessly and with a clear conscience. He has been

connected with the Rockford Fire Insurance Com-

pany since its inception. Tills company procured

its charter in 1866, and ^Ir. Lake was elected its

first Vice-president, and acted in that capacity un-

til January, 1886, when he became the choice of

tlie Board of Directors for President of the com-

pany, vice Dr. R. P. Lane, who had resigned at

the close of 1885. This is one of the leading in-

surance companies of the West, and as its presid-

ing ofliccr, our subject's safe andwi.se policy in the

management of its affairs strengthens the reiuita-

tion it has acquired for stability. For ten years,

ending in 188.3. Sir. Lake served the Second Ward
of the citj' as Alderman, and the same ward as Su-

l^ervisor a part of that time. From 1877 to 1878.

he was Chairman of the Loard of iMlucatioii. lie

is prominent in social circles as one of the leading

members of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and was (iraiid Master of the (irand Lodge and

Re[)resentative to the Sovereign Grand Lodge of

the United States for six coiisei'iiti ve years.

Mr. Lake was ni.arried, Octolier 1 1, 18 19, to Mi.-s

Almeda M. Danley, whose parents, Cornelius and

Sarah Danley, were farmers and pioneers of the

town of Harlem, Winnebago County. Mrs. Lake

lias co-operated with her husband in the making of

a true home in their hand.some residence at No.

1211 East State Street, and its hospitalities are well

known to their many friends. Of the seven chil-

dren born to our subject and his wife, three died

in infancy. The following is the reci)rd i.»f the

four that survive: Sarah E., born September 26,

1850, married William II. Crocker, i.if Evanston,

111.. August 21. 1881; Jennie E., born February 2,

1854, married Charles M. Clark, of Rockford, Oc-

tober 21, 1874; Alice M., born March 23, 1861,

married William M. Prentice, of Rockford, Decem-

ber 18, 1878; Frank L., born April 5, 1865, married

Jessie E. Shirle}', of Rockford, May 5, 1886.

Mr. Lake is a man of wide experience, a keen

observer of men and affairs, with a mind broad-

ened by travel and contact with the worUi, and he

is an interesting conversationalist, possessing a

varied fund of information. Though retaining a

strong affection for his native land, he is loyal to

the country of his adoption, and a thorough Amer-

ican in his lialjits and views of life. He has not

only watched with pleasure the devekipnieiit of

this city, his chosen h<_)ine, with which his [lersonal

interests are so closely bound, but he has witnessed

with pride and delight the wonderful growth of

these United States in the course of half a century.

In a chat with the biographer concerning his jiast

life, he spoke eloquentl}- of the great changes that

had taken place, of tlie discoveries and inventions

that have revolutionized the world since he became

a citizen of this republic. Speaking of the grand

progress made in human affairs, he said:

"In June, 1892, it will be fifty-live years since I

landed in Philadelphia. What changes in all the

varied affairs of human life since that time! When
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we sailed down tlie River Severn from Bristol,

on our voyage to the United States, I reiuember

seeing on the docks in process of construction, the

'Great Western,' the lirst steamship of any im-

portance that crossed the Atlantic to New York.

Compare that slow and unwieldy craft with the

tlt>ating palaces that are now nearly every day in

the year crossing and recr(_issing from one country

to the other!

"Instead of seven weeks, the j<.iurney of over

three thousand miles is now accomplished in less

than six days, and the passengers are provided

with all the luxuries afforded by the best hotels in

New York or Chicago. Postage to Europe was

then twenty-five cents, and now a letter is carried

across the ocean for five cents. Telegraph, tele-

phone, electric railways and machinery of vari(.)ns

kinds, propelled by steam or electricit}', have come

into general use only within a comi)arativeIy short

time.

"In 1837, the United States had a population of

about sixteen millions; soon its inhabitants will be

numbered by seventy millions. Then Chicago

could boast of but four thousand one hundred and

seventj- souls; now the latest census gives it nearlv

one million three hundred thousand inhabitants.

When I came here, the country west of the Missis-

sippi River was inhabited mainly by Indians and

wild beasts to the shores of the Pacific; now six

railroads cross the then supposed impassable Rocky

and .Sierra Nevada Mountains, and what was once

called the "Great-American Desert,' has l)een made

to blossom like the rose, and is the home of a con-

tented and prosjierous [leople. Then the genius of

an Edison had not been thouglit or <lreamed of.

What will lie the experience of the liuiiian race

during the next fifty-five years.^ Many who now
live will see, but for us of the olden-time, it is not

for us to know."

EDWARD H. JIARSH, attorney at law, real-

estate dealer, money leaner and Notary

Public, is one of the enterprising and wide-

awake young business men of Roekford. His oHfice

is now located at No. 418 East State Street. He

has tiie honor of being a native of this city, his

birth having occurred here in 1860, and a repre-

sentative of one of Its pioneer families. His fatlier,

J. B. Marsh, is proprietor of a large furniture es-

tablishment on East State Street. He has been a

resident of this city for nearly forty years and his

life has been spent in carrying on the Imsincss

wliicli his father, Horace ]\Iarsh, who is now de-

ceased, established here at an early day. I'iie fam-

ily came from Connecticut to Illinois and have

since resided at Roekford. J. B. Marsh was married,

in this city, to Miss Amanda Work, a native of

Ohio, who came to Roekford when a young lady.

This couple are among the prominent residents of

the citj' where they so long resided and have a

wide acquaintance among its best people. Their

two children are now living: our suliject and Fan-

nie, who resides with her parents.

Edward H. JNIarsh acquired his literary education

in the public schools of Roekford, after which he

fitted himself for the practice of law in the State

Universit}' in Ann Arbor, Mich., from which he

was graduated in the Class of '82. In 1884, he

opened an office in his native city and has here

since engaged in practice. He has also been con-

nected with many of the leading industries and

enterprises of Roekford. At this writing, he is

Secretary of the H. W. Price Improvement Com-

])any, proprietors of the North End Division, a

property embracing nuire than six hundred acres

of land. It is well located and supplied with street

car and railroad lines and a nunilji'r of imiiortant

factories are going uji, while some are already in

operation. Tiie land is high, lying near the Rock

River, which affords it a natural surface drainage.

The lots are well located and elegantly laid out

for building purposes and sell from *200 to ^600

a piece, being already in good demand. There is

also upon this division a schoolhouse, furnished

with all the accommodations of the city.

Mr. Marsh is also connected with other leading

enterprises and gives liberally to those interests

calculated to i)romote the city's growth. He is

both public-spirited and ]irogessive, and is a

valued citizen of tlie community. He is now
serving as attorney for the Swedish P)uilding

and Loan Association and other corporations and
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has been two years City Attorney and has served

as Supervisor of the Sixth Ward. Every puiilic-

trust reposed in him is faithfully discharged, and

he has proved a competent olHcer. Socially, he is a

member of the Knights of Pythi.as and Woodman
lodges, and is a Mason. In i)olitics, lie is a stalwart

Republican and has served as Chairman of the

County Central Committee. Mr. Marsh is enterpris-

ing and industrious and is a young man who will

no doubt win great success in life.

7REDRICK Nl'OREN has been a resident of

Rockford since the fall of 18("i8, and is a

well-known mechanic of the city, whose

sketch we feel assured will prove of interest to

many of our readers. A native of Sweden, he was

born on the 19tli of September, 184.3, and is a son

of Johnas Anderson, who spent his entire life in

his native province in Sweden, engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits, and was called to the home be-

j'ond at the .age of seventy-six years. His wife,

whose maiden name was Mary .Johnson, is yet liv-

ing on the old homestead at the age of seventy-

four. She is a consistent member of the Lutheran

Church, to which her husband also belonged for

many years. One daughter of the family resides

in this country, Christina, wife of .luliaiis Tnipd.

a mechanic of Rockford.

Mr. Nugren spent the days of his I'oyhood and

3'outh in his parents' home, but on attaining his

majority, he bade good-bye to friends and native

land and set sail for vVmerica to try his fortune in

the Now World, of whose privileges and advan-

tages he had heard such favorable reports. He
sailed from Gottenburg, and after seventeen days

spent upon the broad Atlantic, he arrived in New
York, whence he journeyed Westward by land.

reaching Rockford on the Kith of >'i)voiiiber,

1868. With the excejition of a few months spent

in California, lie has since resided in this city.

After locating here, he learned the trade of a eali-

inet-maker. to whicii he has devoted his entire en-

ergy. Since 1879. he has been a stockholder in

the Central Fuinitiire Company and is also one

of its Directors and works in the factory.

Mr. Nugren was joined in wedlock, in this city.

t(.i I\Iiss Mary Casya, who was born in the same

province as her husband, and when a young lad\

emigrated to this country in IHTO, since wliicli

time Rockford has been her hoiiic. Iler [lai'dits

never left their native land. Her father, a mem-
ber of the Lutheran Cliureh. died in Sweden at an

advanced age. His wife, who is now sixty-four

years of age, is also a consistent member of the

Lutheran Church.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Nugren has been

blessed with a family of five children, but Charles

is now deceased. The four yet living are Anna
]\L, Alma ,7., Fredrica W. and Esther. The family

reside at their pleasant home at No. 303 Bluff Street,

which was built under the direction of onr subject.

He is a skilled workman in the line of his trade

and has become a well-to-dri citizen, owing to his

industry and good managoment. He came to this

country empty-handed but has made the most of

his opportunities and the result is shown in his

present prosperity.

\I(U^ ORACE FOcrrE, one o{ the did piimeers of

If )#' ^^''"''ebago County, having come here as

^^^ early as 1837, is now living retired in the

((®) city of Rockford. He hailed from New
York, his birtli having occurred in Hurlinglon,

Otsego County, December '27, is 11. liiirnicc

Foote, his father, was born in Lernardstown,

F^ranklin County, Mass., in 176(>. The latter-

named gentleman was reared and given a good

education and remained in his native State until

18(tO. at which time he started for the then Far

West, locating in l}urliiigt(.in, Otsego County',

N. Y. He oi)enefl a public house at Burlington

(4reen, which was located on the stage route lead-

ing from Albany to Cooperstown. After being

emiiloycd as "mine host" for a few years, the

elder Mr. Foote purchased land near llie<;reen,

upon which he resided and farmed until liis

decease in .lanuary, 1831.

Miss Melinda Field was the maiden name of

our subject's mother, her birth occurring in North-

field, Franklin Countv, ALass. She survived her
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husband ni.iny years, and died at the liome cif the

original of tins sketch in 1862, at tlie advanced

age of ninety-two years. She became the mother

of six children: Harriet, who died at the age of

sixty-five years; Horatio, when ninety-one years;

Lucius, at ninety, Feronia, at seventy-seven, and

Hiram at the age of eighty-one. Our subject, who

is the youngest member of the family, is the only

one now living, and he is the only one among the

sons of the family who did not become a minister

in the Congregational Church.

Ilor.aee Foote w.as reared to man's estate and

given a good education in ISurlington, the schools

being conducted on the suliscriptiou plan. There

wore no raili'oads or canals in the vicinit\- of his

home, and the nearest market w.as at Utica. ninety

miles distant. Our suljject continued his residence

in Burlington until 1837, when he started for this

State, accompanied by liis mother, the trip being

made overland with a team to Oberlin, Ohio,

where a brother and sister were attending college,

and where also his In-other Horatio was located.

The mother remaining in that city, our subject,

with Horatio, came on to Winnebago Count}',

tiie^y being delegated liy other families of the F.ast,

including Dr. A. M. Catlin. Deacon .1. W. Baker,

and Deacon Tyler, to select a desirable location.

At that time Rockford contained but few families

and the greater portion of the land was still owned
bj' the Government. Mr. Foote and his brother

purchased a "sq natter's" claim to a large tract of

land two and one-half miles up the river to Rock-

ford, and after luiying the claim. Horatio returned

to Oberlin to notify the (.)tlier families. Our

subject remained here during the winter and

erected on the Land three log houses and two log

barns.

Early in 18.38, the family of our subject located

on the above-mentioned tract, and, .as before stated,

the brothers being preachers were very busy .at-

tending to their professional duties, and conse-

(pientlj- the management, of the farm devolved

upon our subject. He inipro\cd a farm, erected

thereon good buildings, and continued to reside

there until 1888, then removed to Rockford where

he has since lived retired.

Miss Harriet M. IJatcheldcr became the wife of

our subject in 1843; she was born in New Hamp-
shire in 182li, and bore her husband six children,

three of whom are living: Blary C, Nellie T.,

and Henry M. Mrs. Foote passed away January

10, 1867.

vil IVILLIAM D. COHNWELF., County Treas-

\/iJ//
"'*^'' *''' l'<>oiie County, was born in Ih'ant-

W^ f'inl, Ontario, Canada, on the 27tli of

March, 1833. His father, Gabriel D. Cornwcll. was,

it is thought, born in York State, and was an inf.ant

when his parents moved to Canada. He was there

reared and married, and continued to make that

his home until 1815, and tlicii, in coni|>any with

his wife and eight children, came to Illinois. They

started from their home in Canada with six teams,

and drove to St. Joseph, Mich., where they em-

barked on a ste.amer and crossed Lake Michigan to

Chicago. Then with their teams the^' came to

Belvidere, at a time when the country was very

sparsely settled, and Belvidere was liiit a small

village on the northern side of the river. Mr.

Cornwell secured a tract of land in what is now
Caledonia Township, erected a good frame house

and at once beg.an the improvement of a farm. He
resided on that place until the decease of his wife,

when he made his home with a daughter in Le Roy

Townshiji. until his decease, dying Fcliriiary 7,

1 88.").

Our subject's mother liore the maiden name of

Margaret Day; she was born in Canada and died

on the home farm in 1877, having become the

mother of eight children. William I), was twelve

years of age when he came to the Prairie .State

with his parents, and has witnessed almost the

entire growth and development of this section.

He assisted on the home farm until fifteen years of

age, and then served an apprenticeship of three

years at the m.ason's trade. In 1857, he located on

a farm which he still owns in Caledonia Township,

hiring the work done on his estate and continuing

to work at his trade until 1867. In that year, he

went to Caledonia and engaged in the lumbering

business. Four j'ears later, Mr. Cornwell went to

Colorado, and for four years worked at his trade
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In Pueblo and Denver. Returning' to this county,

he resided on the farm, the operation of whicli he

superintended, and worked at liis trade until 189(1,

since which time he has been a resident of Belvi-

dere.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

1857 was Miss Catherine, dauoiitcr of William

Chappel. who was born in England, and on coming

to America, located in C4enesee County, N. Y.,

where he resided for many years, and where IMrs.

Cornwell was born. In 1856, her father came to

Illinois and located in Caledonia Township. The

maiden name of his wife was Mary A. (ictten, also

.1 native of England.

Mr. and Mrs. Cornwell have reared :i family of

one child, Adella. who was born Docenilicr 1, 1859,

married, December 25, 1879, Walter liruner. and

departed this life April 14, issi. lea\iiig one

child, William Howard. They have an adopted

daughter, Jennie, who is the wife <if .Tames Preston,

of Walworth County, Wis., and the mother of two

children: Ruel and Ralph.

Our subject is a Republican in politics, and in

1890 was elected to his present resiionsible position

of Treasurer of Boone County. With his wife, he

is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

and personallj' is a ver}' genial gentleman, having

a host of warm friends in this county.

'NDREW N. N0L1N(4, of Hockfortl, first

opened his eyes to the light of day on the

5th of April, 1839, in Wester Gothland,

Sweden. He is the eldest child of the fam-

ily, and was the first to come to America. A sketch

of his parents is given in connection with the his-

tory of L. M. Noling, on another page of this work.

No event of special importance occurred during

the childhood of our subject. When it was time

to enter upon a business career, he chose cabinet-

making as the trade which he wished to follow, and
served a full apprenticeship in that line.

In Sweden, Mr. Noling was united in marriage

to Miss .lolianna Johnson, who came with her hus-

band to this country, and died at their jiome in

Rockford, in 1874. She was a irood Christian

woman, and may friends mourned her loss. One
child preceded her to the final home, Hilda, who
died in youth, and three are yet living. Freder-

ick A., the eldest, is a carver in the employ of the

Central Furniture Company of this city; Jennie ().

occupies the position of book-keeper witli the Star

Laundry Company; and J. William is also a carver

of the Central Furniture Company.

Mr. Noling came to Rockford in 18G8. He sailed

from Gottenburg to New York City on one of the

steamers of the Inman Line, and reached his desti-

nation in May of that year. He did not tarry long

in the Eastern metropolis, but at once made his

way to Chicago, and on the Gth of June arrived in

Rockford, where he has since resided. In the 3'ears

which have followed, he has been connected in

one way or another with the various furniture fac-

tories of this citj'. He is now a stockholder in the

Union Grocery Companj', and one of the large

stockholders and directors in the Central Furni-

ture Company, in which he also works as a cabinet-

maker. He w.as one of the first men to help organ-

ize the latter comjiany. He has been very successful

since coming to this country, and has acquired a

competence which numbers him among the well-to-

do Swedish residents of Rockford.

Mr. Noling was a second time married, in this

city, this lime to Miss Anna K. Swenson, who was

born in Smoland, Sweden, Ju"ne Id, 1847. Her

parents died in their native land when she was

about eighteen 3ears of age. Her father, Swan

Nelson, was a farmer, and was called to rest .at the

age of fifty. His wife, whose maiden name was

Helen Johnson, died about two years later. They

were members of the Lutheran Church. In the

famil}' were five children: John and Mary are both

married, and reside in Sweden; Christina is a resi-

dent of Kansas; and Sophia makes her home in

Rockford. The two latter are also married. Mrs.

Noling crossed the Atlantic in 1874, reaching Rock-

ford on the 17th of July, and on the 14th of April,

1875, gave her h.and in marri.age to our subject.

Their union has been blessed with two children,

who are yet living: Martin Norman and Esther A.

They lost four children: Charles A., Oscar M., Os-

car E. and A. Lillie, all of whom died in childhood.

The parents are members of the l"'irst Lutheran
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Cliurch. TliL'v i'(\-ii<]e at No. .305 Almon Street,

where tlii'V li;ive ;i l)(.';uitiful liiuiic wliicli was built

hy Mr. Noliut;-. 'I'liis worthy ((niplc h;ive many
friends in the coniinnnity, and aie pcojile cif ster-

ling wortli, deservini; the hifili esteem in wliieh

they are liehl.

.5^ C ••

RAMEL A. RICHARDSON. Tlie Wiscon-

sin Lumber Company was or<i:ani/,ed in .Jan-

uary, lS8(i. as an ine(ir|>iiraled institution,

and since that time has carried on a larii:e and lu-

crative liusiness, with ]\Ir. Richardson as President

and Mana^ci'. The company carries a comiilete

line (.f luiid and soft lumber and house-building

supplies, and, possessing large resources and facili-

ties, oecuiiies a position high among the leading

enterprises of this cliaraeter in Winnebago County.

The practical management of the business is placed

in the hands of Mr. Richardson, who is thoroughly-

experienced in all its details and attends to its oper-

ations in a manner which secures the maintenance

of the higli standard of <iuality for which the firm

is celebrated, wliile his reliable business mctliods

have secured fur the firm an envialilc place in

the confidence of the people.

Before speaking more minutely of the life of

our subject, it will doubtless lie of interest to the

reader to mention a few facts in regard to the

career of his father, Hiram, who died near the

city of Rockford, .January 1.3, 1885. As early as

1836, he sought a home in Guilf<u'd T(.)wnship,

AVinnebago County, where he secured a "squat-

ter's" claim t<:i new land, of which he gained pos-

.session wlien it came into market. At that time

tlie county was in its infancy, and only two j'ears

before, Mr. Ivent had erected a sawmill in the city

of Rockford (tiien a inert' handet). He w.as one

of the llrst settlers in (iuilfiird Township, and,

without any caiiit.ai, but witli plenty of energy,

he set to work clearing his land and improving a

farm.

The nearest market in those early days was the

unimportant littk' village of Chicago, which oi-

fered little inducements to the I'arly settlers.

Mr. Richardson, while he was there trading, saw a

man ofTered a lot where the court house now
stands in exchange for a Seth 'I'homas clock, he

declining without a moment's hesitation. He
aided in putting up the first frame hon.se erected

in Rockford and made on his farm some brick,

which was used in the construction of the first

brick buildings of the city. Success crowned his

efforts and he became well known as a prosperous

farmer and prominent old settler. A man of

quiet disposition, reserved and modest, he always

worked for the good of the community and was a

memlier of the Old Settlers" Society.

Mr. Richardson, Sr., came hither from Orange

County, Vt., where he was liorn August 21, IH18.

His parents died when he was a mere lad and he

Jiecame self-supporting at an early age. In Win-

nebago County, this State, he was united in mar-

riage with Miss Lucetta Thurston, who was bfirn

in New Hampshire, July 27. 1^(19. She still sur-

vives, making her liomc with her sons in Rock-

ford. Tlie only children of tliis family are Charles

A. and O. A., both residents of Rockford.

The younger of the two sons, our subject, was

liorn in Rockford, October 27, 184(1, and here h.as

siient his entire life. He early developed busi-

ness qualities of no ordinary char.acter and for

some time was manager of a lumber company, of

which he became owner in 1873. He remained in

that connection until .Januar}', 188G, when the

company was merged into the Wisconsin I^umJier

Comiianj-. Mr. Richardson also takes an interest

in other corporations and institutifins of Rock-

fiird. In politics, he is a Republican of the most

pronounced type.

The lady who became the wife of our subject,

September 27, 1870, bore the maiden name of

Emma Regan, and was born and reared in Rock-

fi:ir<l. Her father, Marshall H. Regan, came to Illi-

nois in the early '40s and engaged in the lumlier

business at Rockford until his death, in 1875. He
was twice married, the mother of Mrs. Richard-

son being killed in a railroad accident at South

Bend, Ind., in 1857, when in the prime of life.

Her eldest daughter Mary lost lu'r life in the same

manner. Tlie second wife of Mr. Regan was a

Miss Stewart and still survives, her home lieing in

Rockford.
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In their religious connections, Mr. and Mrs.

Richardson are inenihers of the First IJaiitist

Church of Rockford, and lie is serving as Deacon.

Thej' are tlie parents of six chihlren, as follows:

Maljcl, who graduated from Mt. Carroll Seminary;

Harry D., who was educated at the Northwestern

University, of Evanston. is a promising j-oung

man; Lillian M. is a sttident in Mt. Carroll Semi-

nary; Alfred G., Raymond U. and Ethel Emma
Pearl are at home and attend the city schools.

j|]_j^ON. INGALLS CARLETON. Probably in

the histor}' of Winnebago County no more

worthy representative can be found of

what can be accomplished by energy, in-

tegrity and well-directed eflforts, than is so strik-

ingly exemplified in the successful life of this gen-

tleman. Since 1877, he has made his home in

Rockford, where he owns and occupies an elegant

residence on East State, corner of Summit Street.

He has been engaged in the real-estate business

since 1868, having dealt largelj- in land both in

"Winnebago County and elsewhere. At present,

he has extensive interests in Sioux Falls, Dak., and

the country immediately surrounding that city.

A native of Vermont, Mr. Carleton was born in

Marshfield, Washington County, March 30,1824,

and is a lineal descendant of Gen. Carleton. His

paternal grandfather, Jeremiah Carleton, was born

in Lyndeborough, N. H., and followed farming

pursuits in his native State, removing thence with

teams to Barre, Vt., and settling in the wilderness.

From a tract of timber land lie cleared a farm,

which remained his home until death called him

hence. A grandson now owns the old homestead,

one of the most attractive places in the Green

Mountain State.

The grandmother of our subject, whose maiden

name was Mary Edwards, was of New England

birth and was descended from the famous Dr. Ed-

wards. She reared seven children, whose names

were Jeremiah, Silas, Noah, David, Hiram, Deborah

and Mary, respectivelv. The onlj' surviving mem-
bers of the family are Hiram and Deborah. Jeremiah,

father of our suliject. wasliorn in B.Trre. Washing-

tiiii County, \'t., in l«(l(l, and was reared in his na-

tive place, there receiving iiis (•(Uieal ion. In his

youth he removed to Nasiiua. X. II.. where lie

learned the trade of a blacksmith. After follow-

ing his trade for a while, he purcliasu<l a farm near

Marshfield. I'efore railnjads had been introduced

into that section of the country, Burlington was

the principal market and depot of supplies, to

which the farmers hauled their grain ;ind returned

home with articles procured in exchange. .Tere-

miah Carleton followed the calling of a farmer

until his death in 1881. His wife, Betsey (Robey)

Carleton, a native of Nashua, N. II., long preceded

him in death, passing away in Marshfield, Vt.. in

18.'i6, at the age of thirty-six. Her father, Philip

Abbott Robey, was born in the old town of Dun-

stable, N. II.. and, until a few years ago, the house

was standing in which he was born. He served

during the Revolutionary AVar and was an active

jiarticipant in the battle of Ticonderoga. He mar-

ried Lucy Proctor and settled in Cavandish, Vt.,

now called Proctorville.

The boj'hood days of our sul)ject were passed in

a comparatively uneventful manner. At the age

of eigliteen, he commenced teaching and continued

in that wjiy during three winter terms, l)eing en-

gaged in farming the remainder of the year. He

also dealt in live-stock, buying m Marshfield and

the neighboring villages, and selling at Brighton

and Cambridge, M-ass. In 18.')6, he came to Illi-

nois and bought one hundred and twenty acres in

Rockton Township, AVinnebago County. In the

fall of the same j'ear, he returned to A'ermontand

spent the winter, but in the spring came again to

Rockton, where he formed a partnership with the

Hon. G. H. Hollister and engaged in the grain busi-

ness. The firm built a flouring-mill, which ihey

oi)erated in connection with the grain business un-

til 1868, meeting with success as the result of judi-

cious dealings and commendable per.severance. In

the year mentioned, Mr. Carleton sold out his in-

terest in the business and emljarked in the real-

estate enterprises, which have since engaged his

attention.

In June, 186',), j\Ir. Carleton was married to Miss

Amy Lawrence, who was born in Rockton, Wiune-
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bago County. Silip hclong-s to tlio well-known

New England f';iiiiily of that name, who were

identified with tlie enrly history of jNIassachusetts.

The Lawrence family is nf English descent and

some of its niemliers st'tlled in New England dur-

ing the Ciiliminl [icriud. They hoi'e a conspicuous

part in tlie history and development of that i)art

of the country and as lawyers, jurists, soldiers and

business men, stood in tlie front rank of Ameri-

can eitizenshii). The grandfather of Mrs. Carle-

ton, John Lawrence, was a farmer of the old Bay

State and spent his last days in Grot(.)n, INIiddlesex

County, where his son Luther was l)orn.

The last-named was reared and educated in

Groton, whence, in 1837, he rcuKived to Illinois

and became one of the early settlers of Rockton.

The journey to tliis county was made by stage and

railroad to Albany, thence via Erie Canal to Buf-

falo, from there .across the Lakes to Detroit, where

he procured ox-teams and made an overland trip

to Belvidere, III. At that time Northern Illinois

was ver}' sp.arsely settled, and deer and other wild

game were plentiful. All the land in this section

of the country was still owned by the Govern-

ment, the surveys not yet being comiileted. He

made a claim to a tract near Bejvidere and when

the land came into market, made the ])urcliase

from the Government. He was single on coming

to Illinois and did not at once make a permanent

settlement, hut finally located at Rockton, operat-

ing a flouring-mill for some years, l)ut w.as retired

from active business cares for some time prior to

his death in March, 18111.

The mother of Mrs. Carleton, whose maiden

name was Adclia Loonier, was born in Rome, N. Y.,

the daughter of Loring and Mary Loonier, and

died in 1869. Loring Loonier was a native of

Great Barrington, Mass., his grandfather, a wealthy

aristocrat, moving thence from Virginia, sacrificing

a beautiful home during the war. Mrs. Adelia

Lawrence reared four children, namely: Mary ]\I.,

Harriet, Amy and Frances. Mr. and Mrs. Carleton

have one son, Leonard Ingalls. In his politics, Mr.

Carleton was formerly a Whig mid joined the Ke-

publican party at the time of its formation, since

which time he has lieen an ardent su|iporter of its

l)rinciiiles. He was twice elected lo represent the

town of Marshfield in the Vermont Slate Legisla-

ture. He was a member at the time the State House

was burned and served during the extra session

which was called to make appropriations for a new

State House. He has been instrumental in mould-

ing the opinions of his fellow-citizens, among whom
his opinion carries great weight, and is justly re-

garded as a man of honorable principles and unusual

aliility. The attention of the reader is invited

to the lithographic portraits of Mr. and Mrs.

Carleton presented in this connection.

^I/OHN PILCHER, Jk., who was for many

years a leading farmer of Caledonia Town-

ship, and is now living in Belvidere, claims

^_^ England as the land of his birth. He w.as

born in Kent County, March 15, 1841, and is a son

of John Pilcher, also a native of Kent County, as

were the grandparents. The father was reared

upon a farm, and followed agricultural pursuits in

his native land until April, 1851, when, with his

wife and our subject, he sailed from London, Eng-

land, to New York, where he arrived after a voy-

age of five weeks. He went at once to Fairfield

County, Ohio, where he made his home until 1855,

when he came to Boone County, and located in

Belvidere. He here worked at the mason's trade,

and engaged in drilling wells until 1865, when lie

bought land in the town of Bonus, and engaged

in fanning for twelve j'ears, when he returned to

Belvidere and devoted his energies to gardening.

He now resides in Hillsboro, N. H. His wife died

in this city, leaving three children: .John of this

.sketch; Irene, wife of William B. Chilvers; and

Eliza A., wife of Charles S. Dana.

Our subject was a lad of ten j'cars when he came

with his parents to the United States. He attended

private school in Kent County, and afterward was

a student in the pulilic schools of L.ancastei, Ohio,

and of Belvidere. When not in school, he was

employed on the farm, and continued to engage in

agricultural pursuits until 1862, when, on the 23d

of March, he enlisted in Company E, Sixty-fifth

Illinois Infantry. He was made a jirisoner at Har-

per's F'erry the following September, and with otli-
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ers was parolled, and was in camp at Chicago until

exclianged. At tliesiegc of Knoxville, in 1803, he

was severely wounded and incapacitated for further

active duty. He continued in service until the ex-

piration of his term, when he was iionoralily dis-

charged in March, 1865.

As soon as possible, Mr. Pilcher returned home,

and resumed farming. After Ids marriage, he rented

land for four years, and then purchased a farm in

Caledonia Township, to the cultivation and im-

provement of which he devoted his cnei-gies until

1891, when he sold out and came to Belvidere.

He purchased property in the city, and has there

since made his home. As a companion and help-

mate on life's journey he chose Miss Ida A. Kipp,

a native of the Empire State, and a daughter of

Abraham and Clarissa Kipp. Their union was cele-

brated in 1871, and unto them was born a daugh-

ter, Cora Edith. The mother died April 8, 1885,

and her death was deepl}' regretted by many friends.

Mr. Pilcher is a member of the Second Bajitist

Church, and socially, is connected with S. A. Hurl-

but Post No. 164, G. A. R., while his daughter is a

member of the Ladies' Aid Society, S. of V. He
is recognized as one of the substantial citizens of

the community, and for his success in life deserves

great credit, as it is due entirely to his own efforts.

CS^RVILL P. THOMAS. A pleasantly located

I
and fertile tract of land on section 7, Owen

l) Township, Winnebago County, is owned
and occupied by the subject of this sketch, who is

giving his time and attention to agricultural pur-

suits. He is an old resident of the county, having

come here in 1867, and has consequently been an

important factor in the growth and development
of this section.

William M. Thomas, the father of our sul)ject,

was born in Pennsylvania, as was also his father,

Moses Thomas, whom tradition says was a descen-

dant of one of three brothers who came from Wales
to America in Colonial times. The grandfather

followed the occupation of a farmer and resided

in W.ayne County, Pa. The father of our subject

w.as married in the Keystone State, where he re-

sided until 18.S8, and then, coming overland with

his wife and three children to Winnebago Cnuiity,

made thetri|) via tlie Lakes to Chicago ;in(l thence

by team to Roekford. Making a claim to a Ir.'icldf

Government land now included in Rockton 'I'own-

ship, Mr. Thomas erected a log cabin and began the

work of subduing nature, clearing and breaking

land. In 1881, he sold tills tract and removed to

Rockton where he died in .July. 18,s-2. His wife,

wiio was Ijorn in Wayne County. I'.-i., was known
in her maidenhood as Eliza Conkling.

The original of this sketch does not remember

the overland trip Id tliis eminty, as he was \ery

young at tlie time, but tlie hardships through

which the family p;issed in developing tlic new
home have made a lasting impressiom upon his

mind. For some time deer, wolves and other

kinds of animals wore very plentiful, and as tliore

were no railroads, Chicago and the lead mines in

the vicinity of Galena were the nearest markets.

In 1858, ]Mr. Thomas of this sketch started with

others for Pike's Peak, the party crossing the Miss-

issippi River at Fulton and the Missouri at Platts-

mouth, but, hearing di.scouraging rcfiorts from

people who were returning from that region, they

concluded to come home, and from that time until

1862 our subject was engaged in farming with his

brother, John C. On the outbreak of the Civil

AVar, he was enlisted in Company F, Seventy-fourth

Illinois Infantry and served his country bravely

until the close of the war, having participated

with his rogiment in many of the important battles

and campaigns, among which were Perryville,

Stone River and the march witli Sherman to At-

lanta. He also fought at Chattanooga, .Tonesville,

Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville.

He of whom we write in 1867 purchased the

farm upon which he now resides and where he h.as

been a continuous resident, with the exception of

the year 1870, which he spent in Kansas. The
fall of 1870, he was united in marriage witii Alice

A. Carr. Mrs. Thom.as was Itorn in l-ivingston

County, N. Y., and w.as a daughter of .lohn Carr,

who was born on the banks of Crooked Lake, that

State. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Thomas,
William Carr, w.as liorn either in New York or

New England, and was a fanner by occu|iation.
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spending liis last days on his farm in Crooked

Lake. Tlie mnidni nuinc of her grandmother was

Ann Mattisou: she was also a native of tlie Em-

pire State. Tlie fatlier of Mrs. Thomas came to

Illinois in 185;'), and resided in Rockton and Owen

Townships, this county, until 1.S72. when they re-

moved to Wisconsin, pincliasing a farm near Bel-

oit. where they made Iheir home. The maiden

name of his wifc> was Irene F. ISihliins, daughter

of .Smith and Angeline (Fargo) ISihhins. The three

children comiirising the household of our subject

are William ()., .lohn 1,. and Dora A. In i)oliti(s,

he is a straightforward Kepulilican.

^RUNDAGE CORBY WILLIAMS. Among

the gentlemen prominent in business in

Rockford there is, perliaps, no one more

worthy of mention than Mr. Willianis,wliose

birth occurred at \'ernon, Essex County, N. J.,

September 2, 1«:!2. His father, Aaron Williams,

was also a native of that county, while his grand-

father, Joseph Williams, hailed from Connecticut

and was a lineal descendant of Roger Williams.

The grandfather removed to New Jersey, where he

resided on a farm in Essex County until his de-

cease. His wife, it is believed, was also a native of

Connecticut and s|ient her last years on the Essex

County farm.

Aaron Williams was given a good education in

his native county, and on learning the trade of a

shoemaker was engaged in that Inisiness in Bing-

hampton, N. Y., for a number of years. He later

came to Roekfonl on a visit in the fall of 1881

and departed this life at the home of (.)ur subject,

January 30 of the following year, when seventy-

one years of age. His wife, who was born in Essex

County, N. J., was prior to her marriage known

as Miss Rebecca Corby, lieing the daughter of

Ezekiel and Rebecca Corby, natives of the above-

named State. On the death of lier husband, Mrs.

Williams returned to Bingliampton, in the summer

of 1882, and, residing with a daughter for a time,

later went to Yonkers on a visit to another daugh-

ter, departing this life at tlie home of <:)ne of her

children in RensselaerviUe May 16, 18,5fi, in her

seventy-fourth year.

Six sons and five daughters were included in the

parental family', and our suliject was but eighteen

months old when his father and mother removed

to Bingham}iton, N. Y., the journey being made

overland by teams. There he received a good

education, and when eighteen 3'ears old began to

learn the trade of a carpenter, serving an appren-

ticeship of a year and a half. He worked at journey

work during the summers and taught school in the

winter. Later, going to New Y^ork City, he did

journey work for a time, and in 1855 was similarly

engaged for two years at Scranton, Pa., losing his

wages at that time on account of the great financial

crash, which caused all kinds of business to be sus-

pended. B. C. Williams then went to the town of

Lathrop, Susquehanna County, that State, and

was given employment at cutting logs and fire-

wood through the winter, and in April of the fol-

lowing year returned to Biughampton where he

resided until July 20. Then coming to Illinois, our

subject located at Warrenton, Du Page County,

working in the harvest field for a few weeks, when

he became emplo3'ed at his trade, his first work

there being the building of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church. After having framed and raised the

steeple, and before it was completed, the staging-

fell, thus precipitating Mr. AVilliams to the ground,

sixty feet below, by which f.-iU he was severely in-

jured.

In 1862, he of whom we write went to Chicago

where he was employed at working at his trade,

and in 1864 had charge of the erection of the Gov-

ernment corral on State Street, which extended

from Twenty-fourth to Twenty-sixth Street. In the

fall of 1864, our subject raised a company of me-

chanics for the United States service, and after the

battle of Nashville went to St. Louis, where he

w.as mustered into service. He was then sent to

Nashville, being assigned to duty in the Eighth

Tennessee Regiment, with which he remained until

May, 1865, when he received his honorable dis-

charge and returned home. Removing his family to

the Garden City, our subject took charge of a sash,

door and bliml factory, which he inan.aged until

1871 and then, on account of ill-health, came to
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Winnebago County, iiurchasins"' a farm in Now
Milford Townsliip, which he o|)erate(] for four

years. Then disposing of his tract, he moved into

the city of Rockford and liouglit propcrt3', to the

improvement and management of which he devotes

his entire time and attention.

In Hyde Park, Pa., in the year 1<S,57, Brundage

C. Williams and Mary E. Lalhroii were united in

marriage. The lady was born in Lathrop, that

State, while her father. Elijah, wa.< a native of

Unadilla, Otsego County, N. Y., whore her grand-

father was one of the picmeers and an extensive

land-owner. Elijah Lathro[) wont to the Keystone

State when a young man, where he met and mar-

ried Jemima Mack, a native of Connecticut. The

maternal grandfather of Mrs. Williams was named

Elijah Mack, and had his birth in Connecticut, of

Scotch parents. He removed from that State to

Pennsylvania, where he purchased a tract of tim-

ber land and resided until his decease. The father

of Mrs. Williams was also a farmer and with his

wife lies buried in the cemetery in Buckeye near

Lathrop.

Our subject is an ardent advocate of temperance

principles and is actively connected with the Pro-

hibition Club. He is ver}' public-spirited and lib-

eral, having improved and donated Williams'

Park to that city.

-i ^^=^>-^<m=

\f| OHN A. .JOHNSON. The gentleman whoso

portrait is presented on the opposite page

^ is one of the prominent business men of

Rockford, having for eighteen years been

connected with some of the leading enterprises of

the city. A native of Sweden, he w.as born in

.Jonkoping, .January 26, 1845, and is a son of .Sam-

uel E. and Catrina Johnson. The father was born

May 13, 1820, and the mother September 18, 1816,

and both .are still living. Thej^ are kindly, generous

people and are members of the Lutheran Church.

They emigrated to this countrj' June 14, 1854,

sailing from Gottenburg to Liverpool, England,

and thence to the United States, landing August

20, in Philadelphia, where they resided two years.

In May, 1857, they removed to Chicago, and after-

ward wont to Kane Cnunty, 111., sottling on a farm

between St. Charles and Elgin. Dooomlior 2'.t.

1863, the father enlisted in Cumpany 15. Sovon-

teenth Illinois Cavalry, and soi-vod with valor un-

til he was honoralily discliargod, Soi>lomhor 10,

1865.

(.)nr sulijoct is tho oldest of the three sons of

the family yet living. One l)rothor, Charles A.,

married Mi.ss Matilda Johnson .and is foreman in

one of the departments of the Elgin Watch Fac-

tory. William, a macliini>t in the Rockford Watcli

factory, wedded Anna Sandiiie. The first nine

years of his life our suljjoct spent in his native

land, after which ho cauio with his parents to

America. His education was acquired in the |)ul)-

lie schools, after which he learned the trade of a

mechanic with his fatlioi', wlio is a successful gun-

smith, as well as farmer. Ho then worked at model

and pattern making in Elgin for a time, and in

September, 1868, entered the watch f.actory of tliat

city. In 1872, he went to Chicago, where he was

employed by the Cornell Watch Company until

April, 1874, when he arrived in Rockford, where

he has since made his home.

Since coming to this city, Mr. Johnson was

joined in wedlock with Miss Ida Trusburj-, March

16, 1886. She was born in Pecatonica, Sejitember 22.

1858, and spenther maidenhood days in this county.

Her parents, Adam andJohaniia Trusluiry, are na-

tives of Sweden, and now reside in Uockford,

where they are surrounded by all the comforts of

life. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are |)leasantly lo-

cated in a nice residence at No. o(K3 .South Second

Street, and their home is In-ightened by the pres-

ence of their daughter, Beulah B.

In politics, Mr. Johnson is a stalwart Uo[)iilili-

cau, warmly advocating tho [irinci[)los of that

party although he hag never boon an oflico-sceker.

In 1874, on the organization of tho Rockford

Watch Company, he became one of its employes,

signing a contract with them for live years, and

is the only one that has now boon continuously

with the company during those eighteen years.

He now occupies the position of m.aster mechanic

and is one of the stockholders. He also owns in-

terests in other enterprises, including the Rockford

Manufacturing Company, of which he is President.
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lie is a stockholder and dii-eclor of the Forest

I'lty Fiu-iiitiiie Coni|iaiiy, a stoekholder and \ici:-

presldent of tlie llonu' liuUdiiii; and Loan Asso-

eiation and of the Kxeelsior Fninilure ('oni|)any.

Since eoininu U) Koekford, Mi-. .Tolmson lias

l)een one of its leadiiii; and inlku'iitial Swedish

business men and is well and favcu-alily known foi-

his progressive and enterinisinjj; spirit and the nji-

right life which he has led. lie may well he termed

a self-made man for he started out in the world

emiUy-handed and has by his own efforts over-

come all the obstacles and disadvantages in his

jiatli aii<l worked his way upward to a position of

whic'ii he may well lie proud.

jW ENHY FISH. Now in the twili-ht of a

If
)j well-spent life, this gintleman is living re-

/IW^ tired at his pleasant homestead in INIanchcs-

'(J?)) ter Township, Doone County. A life lilleil

with varied and ofttimes thrilling incidents—his

birtli)ilace in Fdinliurg, Scotland, his childhood

and early manhood passed in Fngland. and his

mature years amid the ]irimeval scenes of an un-

cultivated and unciviliz.ed country, where Ind-

ians and wild game aboundi'd and few impidve-

nients had been made—the record of such a life, if

ttild in its completeness, wiuild make ;i volume of

interesting reading. It is not our privilege to

place it before i.mr readci's in its entirety. As we

may not follow every curve of a river, Imt can

only trace its general outlines from its source to

the sea, SCI while we may not narrate ever^' incident

in the life of .Mr. Fish, we can, notwithstanding, re-

late the principal e\'cnts which have marked and

characterized his (•.irct'r.

The father of oiir suliject, William Fish, was

born in Fngland, and married Miss Catherine t'liis-

liolm, a iialix'e of Inverness, in the Highlands of

.Scotland. For tweiity-oiic years he was a soldier

in the Scotch army, pai'ticipating in many heavy

engagements and cx[iericneiiig all the hardships of

active service under the Uritisli thig. His wife ac-

companied him on his niarelics, .and was in Fu\pt
with him. ( )n one occasion, when the arm\' was

surprised at breakfast and compelled to march at

once, in the hasty breaking up of cam)) she was

left behind with her infant child, and followed on

foot. Fortunately, she was tivertaken liy an ollicer,

who kindly took thi' child with him, while she fol-

lowed on foot for three days before she came up

t<i the army, stopiiing at night at the most con

venient jilace. One night she was refused lodgings

in an inn, and, thinking she could sleep near by,

lay down for the night under the sign. In the

morning, to her surprise, she found she had slept

liy the (lost, and beneath the corpse on the gibbet.

A life pensioner of the English Government,

INIr. Fish, Sr., attained an advanced age and died

in Niirfolk County, England, when nearly an oc-

togenarian. His wife passed away in England in

the year IS 12. Their family comprised the fol-

lowing children: Neil, Archibald, Henry, James,

Alexander, Kate, Ann and INIary. Henry was Ijorn

in Edinburg, Scotland, in 1807, and passed his

childhood in England. There he learned the trade

(if a carpenter, and was em]jloyerl by Sir Jacob

Astlcy. When about twenty-one years old, he was

married, in May. 1829, to Miss Elizabeth V. Cooper,

of England, and they lived together in mutual

hel[)fulness until death called the loving wife

hence, March 5, 181)0, at the age of eighty-three.

In 18.'?1, accompanied by his wife and two chil-

dren, ;Mr. Fish emigrated to the United States,

lauding in New York after a voyage of six weeks.

He worked at his Iraile for a few years in New
York and Utica, and then, homesick for a sight of

his native land, and in poorhealth. he returned to

England and visited for about one year. Shortly

after his return to this country, he resolved to

seek a li<imc in the Far West, and, with Ins wife and

children, came to Illinois in November, 1843, the

journey being made by canal and lake to Chicago,

and thence by open wagon to Manchester. Arriving

here, he paid William Clark 1150 for the claim

which he had pri-empted on section 10, and at

once went to the land ollice, secured a deed, and

settled on the [ilace.

The years that have come and gone since settle-

ment was made on the farm have brought their

sorrows and .j<iys, their pros|)erity and adversit}-,

their sunshine and clouds, but through them all

the}' have been sustained by mutual love and de-
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votion. A large family of children gathered

around tlie fireside, and (en of the number still

survive, namely: Henry, Edmuml Y., William C,

Elizabeth, Archibald C, Cyrus, AK'xander J., Mary

A., Caroline R. and Franklin 11., tlie last three

named having been born in Illinois. One son and

one daughter are buried in New York. Four of

the sons are unmarried, but the others have eslal)-

lislied homes of their own. ;Mr. Fish is justly

proud of his ehildren, his fourteen grnndchililren

and four great-grandchildren.

Elizabeth married William File, of Canada, who

died in 1889, leaving one son and three daunliters.

all of whom are married. In the spring of 1H'.)o,

Mrs. File came to the old liome to care for her

father, who has been consideralily troubled of late

years with rheumatism and is now in feeble health.

Her children are: Rebecca E., who married Alpheus

C. Barker, a farmer near IJelvidere; Eugenia E.,

who married Edwin Collins, of Kansas; William

Edward, who married .Janette Patterson and culti-

vates his mother's farm in Manchester Township;

and Josephine, the wife of .John K. Wells, who re-

sides on the old homestead and is operating its

one hundred and fifty-five acres. In his political

belief, Mr. Fish was first a Whig and later a Re-

publican. He cast his vote for William Henry

Harrison for President and one of bis most highly-

prized souvenirs is the badge which he wore at the

funeral of that ijreat tceneral.

W EUNARD S. LOXGC(.)R was born in IJelvi-

I
(p, dere, 111., August 22, isi,",. His father,

JI^VN Samuel, was born in Dundee, Y'ates County,

N. Y., October 25, 1813. His grandfather, who
likewise bore the name of Leonard, was a native of

New York, and spent his entire life in his native

State, where he followed the occupation of a

farmer. He married Miss Ann Tlionii)Son, who
was born in New Y'ork,and was of Scotch des(^ent.

Mrs. Longcor became a widow, and was married a

second time, and with her husband, Melvin Sehenck,

removed to Illinois. They were among the first

members of the First Baptist Church of Belvidere,

and spent their declining years in Belvidere Town-
sliii). Anton Longcor, the great-i;ranilfather of

the subject of this sketch, w;is a native of Ccr-

many.aud there married:! ^liss Strulilcs. On com-

ing to America, they settled in N\mv York St:ile.

S;unuel Longcor, father of Leonard S., was ni;ir-

ried to Miss IMalinda Smith. .l:inu:iiy 7. \><'.)'>. In

IS 1(1, lie came to Illinois, acconip:inieil by bis wife

;u]d three children, coming via the L;dics to Detroit,

at which point he liouglit a team and |iursucd the

rest of the journey overhmd to Boone County. At
that time Belvidere was liut a small h:nnlet. Being

a practical mechanic, Mr. Longcorat once eng;igeil

in the manufacture of w:igons. and biter, of c:u'-

riages. After a few ye;irs he turned bis :ittention

exclusively to the numulacture of steel plows.

In the early history of Illinois, there were no

plows that w'OuUl scour in the dillicult prairie si.iil.

Being possessed of an inventive genius. Mr. L(.ing-

cor, after repeated efforts, invented :i plow which

proved a complete success. The suiieri^)rity of bis

plow, which was called the ''Diamond Plow," be-

came widely known. He was awarded a silver

medal at the Mechanics' Institute, held in Chicago

in 1852, for the best stirring i)low. While a resi-

dent of the State of New Y'ork, he was elected an

otilcer of the State militia. His commission, which

bears the date of September 1, 1836, and the silver

medal are highly prized ,as heirlooms. He has al-

ways been a pid^lic spirited citizen, and in his busi-

ness life, Inxs ever had the conlidence of bis ac-

(juaintauces.

In tlie early days of Belvidere, Mr. Longcor

aided greatly in the erection of a Methodist Church

edifice. A few years ago he m;ide a gift to the

cit}' of Belvidere of a valuable building lot, upon

which was erected the present city ball, which is

used for council meetings, puljlic lilirnry anil post-

office. .January 4, 18-19, he was made a ]\I;ister

INIason, and h:is over since been a highly respected

member of Belvidere Lodge No. CO. F. it A. M.

For the past few years he has lived a retii'ed life.

His wife was born in Steuben County, N. Y., April

14. 1«1 1. and died in Belvidere, August, 21, 1891.

She reared nine children, namely: ,\ddison N.,

Ann, Mary, Leonard S.. .lobn ('.. .lane, S;ir;ib, Kate

and Lydia.
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Addison X. Loiiixcor I'lilistcd in Company P>,

Fiflucnlh Illiiidis Iiil':iiiln. t-arly in 18G1, ;uid

served as First l.icuU'iiaiit. liav inu conunand of Ur'

(•(iia|ianv fur niiir iiioiillis. In ISCi', liv was de-

tail. •(! liy tlic> Adjutant (irntaal for IIk- iccruifinj:

stM-viir. S.Kin after tlic liattlc of Sliildh, lie was

ordiai'd to join liis ri'uinienl. IK' participated in

the sie-eof Corinlli.and flie liaftle of the llatcliie,

liesides m many ollii'r laiuauenu-nts, and died in

the service, at Waterford. Miss., .lannaiT T., l.S(;;i.

at, the -Aixv of twenty-seven years. .lane Longcor

died Septeniher --'(I. ISS.^.

Leonard S. Longe.n-. the siilijeet of this sketeh,

was liorn and edueati'd in lielxidere. when' he af-

terward enuaued in laisiness with his falliei', whose

nieehanieal genius he inherited. He wassneeessful

as a niaiuifaetni-ei- of steel plows. \ few yi'ars

later he turned his attention to his present liusi-

ness. that of real-estate and loans. .Inne 2;!, l.STO,

he was married, in lielvidere, to Miss .Tuliet ( i. Tiek-

nor, who was horn in I'rattville, .\la.. .July 2,

IS12. The parents of .Mrs. I>ongeor, Sim<.in li. and

Harriet I.. ( Luee) Tieknor. were natives of C'on-

lU'etieut. Mrs. Harriet L. 'I'ieknoi- beeame a widow

and married f<ii- her second husli.-ind .loseph ( !ood-

rieli. of Alaliama. 'I'lu'y removed to Illinois in

l.s,"i«, where she still resides, her husliand having

died .lune C. i:3«!l.

Mr. and !\Ii's. Le.ni.-ird S. Longcor have two chil-

dien living, Willard '1'. and Harriet (i..and lost

their lii-st-liorn in infancy. The son was horn Au-

gust 17, 1.S72, and the daughter, Septemlicr 21,

1S77. Willard T. was graduated from the North

r.elvideiv High School in the Class of ''.tO. The

following yc.ai- he hccame .-i student in the North-

western .Military Academy at Highland Park, 111.,

and was elected President of the Senior Chrss,

graduating willi high honors in l.S',)2. His record

is thus:

Sec<ind in deportment.

Wan-ant as st.alf ollicer, with r.ank of Serge.ant-

Major.

Scholarship in Wheaton College, f<ir highest re-

cord in seholai.^hip.

liest reeoril in marksm.Miiship of the rille tt-aiii—
having made foiiy-niiic out of a possible fifty.

Diploma, classical couise.

Cold medal, for liest oration, delivered in best

manner.

(oild medal, for highest record in .scholarship.

Commission as P.revet Second Lieulenanl, Illi-

nois State Militia, from Cov. Kifer.

Lieut. Longcor is aiming high, and we predict

that he will hit his mark. He has not yet decided

what college he will n.'.xt attend— (ueibably Lake

Foiest rni\-ersily.

(lood for Lieut. Will. T. L<.ngeorl

.lune .s, LS',)2, (Jov. Fil'er commissioned him

Brevet Lieutenant, Illinois State Militia. The fol-

lowing letter speaks for itself:

Ileadiiuarters Northwestern Military Academy.
IIioiu..\Ni) P.utK, Ii.L., April 13, 1892.

L. S. LoN(;( OK, 15ki.videi!e, III.

JJciir A//-.-—At General Orders yesterday, Willard

w-.as made Sergeant-Major of the ISattalion, and as-

signed to Commandant's staff, a place which I

think he has fairly earned by bis gentlemanly con-

duct, loyalty to the school, and faithful di-scharge

of his duties, lioth academic and militaiy.

Yours truly,

H. P. D.vvinsoN, Col. and Pres.

:^^^^,i ^^..^^u

j;^/lTGUST IIAEGG, Superintendent of the

((jvyii II. W. Price Glove Works and President

Ij If' of the Excelsior Furniture Comi)any, of

'•(^J which he was a promoter and is now a

stockholder, was born in Smolen, Sweden, on the

22<1 of .lauuary, 1818. His parents, S. .]. and

Chaihitta (Lielstrom) Ilaegg, have ever been resi-

ilonts of Kksjo, Sweden, and the father is now

seventy-one years of age. They have lieen mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church all their lives. Of the

eb'ven children born to tins worthy couple, eight

are still living, three in this country and five in

Sweden.

August Ilaegg was just of age when he landed

in this country .and came immediately to Rockford,

III., of which city he has been a resident ever since,

with the exception of about two years. Shortly

after kicating in Rockford, he became connected

with the glove manufactory and for a time was

associated with T. Munthe. Later Mr. Ilaegg be-

came the superintendent of the tannery and fac-

tory and has filled that position for the last fifteen
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years. Ho has under him one liundred and fifty

employes and is a man abundantly qualified for

that position. He is a practical glove-maker, as

well as tanner, and all the goods are made from

stock that is tanned at this place. The business is

located at the corner of Peach and W\man Streets,

and is a flourishing institution. He is also inter-

ested in other enterprises and is a Director and

stockholder of the Building and Loan Association,

incorporated in 1883, with a capital of #.5,00(1,000.

The original of this sketch waS one of the first

of the family to come to the United States, he and

his brother, Otto W., having emigrated here in the

spring of 1869, and in this country the former

learned the business he is now following. He was

married, in Rockford, to Miss Christina L. .Jern-

berg, who was born in North Sweden and came

to this country in 1869, with her parents, who set-

tled in Michigan for a short time. Later they

came to Rockford and here the father, .J. E. Jern-

berg, died. The mother is still living. (For fur-

ther particulars of the parents see sketch of Gus

.lernberg.) Mrs. Haegg was educated principally

iu Michigan and is a lady of more than ordinary

ability. To Mr and Mrs. Haegg have been born

two children: Norma A. and Henry E. In politics,

Mr. Ileagg supports the views of the Repuldican

party. He and his wife are worth \' members of

the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church.

=^^+^P=

"Alfred p. wells, secretary and Treas-

mUji urer of the George S. Haskell Seed Coni-

II

ii pany, is a native of the Empire State, but

was educated in Vei'mont, Connecticut,

and at Cambridge, Mass. The family is of Eng-
lish descent. His grandfather, the Rev. 'William

Wells, was a native of England, and a dissenter

from the English Church. In 1793, with his wife

and children, he emigrated to this countiy, settling

in Brattleboro, Vt., where he continued In active

service as a minister for twenty years, and there

made his home until his death in 1827, at the age

of eighty-three. He was a personal friend of the

well-kuown Priestly, and was assisted by the

well-known English philanthropist, .John Howard,

10

in securing his earl^- education. Many of his ser-

mons were placed in the Rev. Dr. Sprague's "Annals

of the American pulpit," which are noted for their

logic and intelligence. Tin' wife of the Rev. Mr.

Wells w.as an Englisli lady. .lane Ilancox, wIkj died

at her home in Brattleboro, \t., at an advanced

age.

The father of our subject, Alfred Wells, was

born in Worcestershire, England, and was the sev-

enth in a family of eight children, all of whom
were bfirn in England, reared in this country, and

are now deceased. Alfred became a farmer of

Mexico, N. Y., and died at his home iu that place

in his sixty-sixth year. He was a prominent citi-

zen of the communit}', and highly respected, lie

wedded Maij' Childs, a native of New York, who
survived her husband a few years, and departed

this life in Mexico. In the family were six chil-

dren, but our sulijeet and a sister living in Mexico,

N. Y., are now the only surviving members.

Alfred P. Wells, whose name heads this record,

was married in Massachusetts, to Miss Martha Kil-

bourn, who was born, reared and educated in Berk-

shire County, that State. By this union have been

born five children, all yet living: Martha F., a

stenographer and cashier in a wholesale house of

Chicago; Fred K., a member <if and book-keeper

for a gas stove manufacturing companj' of Chi-

cago, wedded Miss Anna Ilausler; Ellen M. is the

wife of William J. Bun, of the firm of Burr Broth-

ers, leading grocers of Rockford; Julia F. and E.

Howard are at home.

Mr. Wells has had a varied experience as a mer-

chant, book-keeper and banker. He came to Rock-

ford twenty-three years ago, and the first j'ear of

his residence here he was connected with the Rock-

ford Woolen Mills. From the spring of 1871 un-

til the fall of 1876, he was assistant cashier of the

Rockford National Bank, and in 1877 was elected

City Clerk, which oHice he filled for two years.

During the succeeding four years, he was cashier of

the Emerson, Talcott Manufacturing Company, and

in 1883, became connected with Mr. Haskell in the

seed business. Mr. Haskell had carried on trade iu

that line since 1865, and in 1889, when the Haskell

Seed Company was organized, was made President,

holding the office until his death. He was a native
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of tliis city, and n iimn of in'ominenri' here fiir

many years, lie was particularly well known in

the seed trade all over the country, and for nearly

fifteen jeais did an almost exclusive wholesale

trade. As before stated, the company was organ-

ized in 1889, with a capital stock of 130,000. Mr.

Wells then became a stockholder, and was elected

Secretary and Treasurer, and, since the death of Mr.

Haskell, has also been manager. This is one of the

leading industries of the city, and the business is

now in a thriving condition.

Mr. Wells is also interested in otlier concerns, is

one of the directors of tlie Forest City Insurance

Company, also of the Rockford Silver Plate Com-

pany, is a stockholder of the Rockford Electric

Manufacturing Company, which manufactures elec-

tric machinery, and is connected with other lead-

ing industries. He is a well-known business man
of sterling worth, and his public and private life

are alike above reproach. He holds membership

with the Star of the East Lodge No. 166, of Rock-

ford, and he and his wife attend the Christian

Union Church.

\Tr^015ERT F. ARDERY, one of the enterpris-

|i#if ingand progressive agriculturists of Le Roy
iii 'n^ Township, Boone Country, is the owner of

two hundred and seventy acres of arable

laud. He devotes the greater portion of his time

to the raising of cereals, harvesting as high as

three thousand busliels of oats and four thousand

bushels of corn per year. He keeps a dairy of

twenty-flve cows and has about fifteen head of a

good breed of horses on his place.

Born in Ogdensburg, N. Y., July 28, 1848, our

subject is the son of James Ardery, who had his

birth on the Atlantic ocean while en route to the

New World from England. The grandparents of

our subject were of P^nglish and Scotch-Irish de-

scent respectively, and came to America in 1807.

They were farmers and reared a family of two

daughters and two sons, living to attain a ripe old

age. The mother passed away in 1854 or 1855,

when very old.

The father of our subject was a weaver b^y trade

which was the business of his father, but later in

life became a farmer in St. Lawience County, N.Y.

The lady whom he chose as his wife was Agnes

Montgomerj', also a native of Ogdensburg, N. Y.,

and who, in 1852, accompanied her husband to

McHenry County, this State. The elder Mr. Ardery

purchased eighty acres of land in McHenry County,

on which they settled and resided until 1858, in

which year the father went to California in com-

pany with a Mr. Kibby, for whom he drove a num-
ber of horses and a herd of horned cattle. The3-

were on the way from May until October, during

which time they had a pleasant and successful trip.

Mr. Ardery bought a vineyard in the Golden State

and in 1861 was joined by his family. They had

sold their farm in Illinois, and resided in Califor-

nia, where the mother died, in June, 1889, and the

father followed to the land beyond the next Octo-

ber, the latter being in his eighty-fourth year.

Of the ten children comprising the i)arental

family, seven were living at the death of their par-

ents, viz: George M.; Margaret, Mrs. George R.

Ford, who died in San Francisco, in February, 1891,

leaving one son; our subject was the next in

order of birth; Alex M., who resides at Carson

City, Nev., is a train dispatcher and the master

of transportation; James resides at Virginia City,

Nev., where he is an engineer among the silver

mines; Agnes, and Sarah. Those deceased are

William, who died in Nevada, in 1872; Eliza, Mrs.

S. W. Hammond, whose decease occurred in Blaine,

this State, in 1888, and John, who passed away at

Capron, in 1887.

He of whom we write .accompanied his parents

on their removal to California, and attended school

at Placerville until he was seventeen years of age.

He then left home and worked on a peach ranch

for a j'ear and a half, for which he received $20

per month. On account of ague, however, he re-

turned to Placerville, and, in December, 1866, in

company with his brother John, made his way back

to Illinois via the Nicaragua route. He rode across

the Isthmus on a donkey, which he found to be a

very slow and tedious way of traveling, and did

not even stop to pluck the tropical fruits which

hung in tempting clusters from tlie trees. He ar-

rived in Capron January IG, 1867, and the fol-
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lowing fall went to Beloit to learn the machinist

trade of O. E. Merrill & Co. Having mastered

that line of work, in December, 18(59, he returned

to Virginia Cit}', Nev., and there followed his trade

for six years, during which time he was very suc-

cessful, being engineer for the Bonanza mine the

entire period.

In the fall of 1874, Mr. Ardery of this sketch

returned by wa}' of the railroad to Blaine, this

State, and the succeeding year purchased one hun-

dred and ninet}' acres of land, for which he paid

*8,650 in cash, tlie most of wliich he made while

plying his trade in the West. The lady to whom "

our subject was married, P'ebruary 21, 1877, was

Miss Ella, daughter of Philo and Diana (Head)

Conyes. She was born in Le Roy Township, while

her parents had their birth in Genesee County,

N. Y.; they are now living retired in Capron where

they are classed among the well-to-do citizens. The

two children, born to our subject and his wife are

Claude Earl, who had his birth October 27, 1879,

and Alta, who was born November 4, 1888.

Mr. Ardery for a period of seven years served

as Assessor of this township, and was elected to be

Supervisor in 1892. He is a Republican in politics,

and, in social matters, a Master Mason, Knight

Templar and Odd Fellow. Mr. and Mrs. Arderj-

visited California in 1887, when the^- had a most

enjoyable and profitable trip. He is a gentleman

whose character and abilities give him the respect

of the community, and his enterprise and progres-

sive ideas place him in the front rank among
business men.

'^fl
OHN ALLEN. There is scarcely a line of

business that is not represented in Rockford

where commercial and manufacturing en-

^^ terprises seem equall}' prominent. The

business in which the subject of this sketch is en-

gaged is that of the manufacture of artificial stone,

in which branch he has been more than ordinarily

successful. A native of England, Mr. Allen was

born in the village of Probus, Cornwall County,

England, October 8, 1821, where his father, Thomas,

and his grandfather, Henry Allen, were natives.

The latter-named gentleman was a stonemason by

trade and spent his entire life in Probus.

The father of our subject also followed the trade

of a stonemason, and died in his native town in

1841. He had married Margaret Secomb, the

daughter of Samuel and .Joanna Secomb. She de-

parted this life in Proljiis, of which place she was

a native, in 1843.

The parental family included ten children, viz.:

Samuel, Elizabeth, Mary, John, Mary 2d, Henry,

Emma, Edwin, Richard and William. Samuel,

Elizabeth, John, Edwin, William, J^mma, Mary, and

Richard, all came to America and made their home
in the Prairie .State. Samuel served during the

late war as a member of Company D, Sevent}'-

fourth Illinois Infantry, and was killed in the bat-

tle of Little Fort, S. C; the other memljers of the

familj' are still living.

John Allen was reared in his native land and,

learning his father's trade, was emplo3'ed in that

line of work until 1849, when on the 4th of June

he set sail from Falmouth, with his wife and four

children, in the vessel "Priscilla." The imvty

landed at Quebec after a voyage of seven weeks,

and from that place came directly to Illinois, via

the St. Lawrence River to Montreal, and then b3'

way of land to Kingston, where they embarked on

a lake vessel which conveyed them to Queenstown

Heights. From there they went to Ni.agara Falls,

bj- boat to Buffalo, and then b}- way of the Lakes to

Chicago, from which city they came overland to

Rockford, which latter trip consumed three daj's.

On his arrival in this city, our subject at once

found work at his trade, and after being in the

employ of a gentleman for tliree months, started

in business for himself as a contractor. In August,

1862, he enlisted in Company C, Seven t^'-fourth

Illinois Infantry, and going South with his regi-

ment, served his country until the spring of 1863,

when he was honorably discharged on account of

disability.

Returning from the war, Mr. Allen, as soon as

able, resumed business as a contractor. The past

few years, however, he has been engaged in the

manufacture of artificial stone, which is used in

the construction of the fronts of buildings, side-
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walks, etc. He is doing an extensive business in

tliat line, fiom whicli lie reaps a liandsome income.

John Allen and Miss Jane Whitfoid were united

in marriage in 1843. The lady is a native of the

same parish as is our subject, and has borne her

husband four children, living: Celia, Mary, Harry

and Charles. The eldest daughter married Fred

AVheat, who is Assistant Postmaster in Rockford

and has been connected with the United States

Postal Service for a period of twenty-ft)ur years.

Mary is Mrs. C. B. Sears and resides in Wyoming.

Harry makes his home in Rockford; and Charles

in Colorado. Mr. Allen is a prominent Grand

Army man and is a member of Nevius Post No. 1.

R\'IN KI];i!E. This well-to-do agrieul-

turist of ()wen Township, Winneb.igo

i) County, has by energy and perseverance,

united with economy and good judgment,

secured a good estate, which he is engaged in cul-

tivating in a most profitable manner. Born May
25, 1827, in Jefferson Count}', N. Y., he is a sou

of Eli Kibbe, also a native of that State, where his

grandfather, according to the liest information at

hand, was born and followed the (iccuiiation of a

farmer.

FAi Kil)be was reared on a farm in New York,

and, on removing from .Jefferson County, lived in

the vicinity of Canadaville until 1835, when he

went to Cattaraugus County, where he purchased a

tract of land and resided until the fall of 1844.

At that date, .accompanied by liis wife and two

children, the elder Mr. Kibbe came to Illinois,

making the entire journey witii a team to Winne-

bago County. Locating in what is now Harlem

Township, he resided there for a time, then re-

moved to Harrison Township, and thence to Owen

Township, where he departed this life at the home

of our subject. The maiden name of his wife was

Abigal Mitchell; she was liorn in Oneida County,

N. Y''., and also deiiarted this life at the home of our

subject.

Arvin Kiblie came to Illinois in 1844 with his

parents, at a time when the laud in this vicinity

sold for $1.25 per acre. There being no railroads

in the neighborhood, the farm products were

hauled to Chicago and Milwaukee, the principal

markets. Mr. Kiljbe located upon his present farm

in 1882, which his persistent industry h.as brought

to a good state of cultivation.

February 22, 1853, our subject and Matilda

Steward were united in marriage. Mrs. Kibbe was

born in Soutliold, Province of Ontario, Canada,

and was the daughter of William and Sophia Stew-

ard, for a further history of whom we refer the

reader to the sketch of Alanson Steward. The Ave

children comprising the household of our subject

and his wife are William E., Laura S., Charles E.,

Kvn L. and ILarry E. The eldest son married Iva

Jones; Laura, who is the wife of Edward Turney,

has three children: tJlive, Ola and Ora; Cliarles

married Annie Bingham and is the father of two

sons: Harry and Earl; Eva is Mrs. John Rice and

is the mother of one daughter, ]>ena; Lula M.,

the youngest child of our subject,, died July 5,

1887, when fifteen years of age. Mrs. Kibbe is a

member of the United lirethren Church and, in

politics, our suliject votes with the Republican

party.

^ ALFRED EKHACK, Superintendent of the

.Scandia Brick Company-, of Rockford, is

[\ another worthy American citizen of Win-

nebago County. He was born in Sweden, January

2, 1848, and is a son of Gustaf and Catherine

(Hockinson) Ekback. His parents are still living

at the ages of seventy and seventy-two years, re-

spectively. Our subject is tlie second of five chil-

dren, four of whom are now living: John, who

married Bliss Jennie Grant, of Rockford, is a

watchman in the Chick's Flouring Mills; Helen,

wife of Mr. Jurgeson, who is in the service of the

Street Railway Company of Chicago; Charles, who
married Abetena Wyman, is employed by the Scan-

dia Plow Company; and Sophia, deceased, was the

wife of John Pherson.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood upon his father's farm and at the age of

nineteen, in conii)any with his lirotlier, crossed the

Atlantic to America, in 18(17, and has since made



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 231

his hojiie in Rockfoid. He began life in this coun-

tr}' as a farmer of New Milford Township, and to

agrieultural pursuits devoted liis energies until

he embarked in the manufacture of brick. For

the past few years, he has lieeu Superintendent of

the Scandia Brick Company, whose factory is lo-

cated near the city limits of Rockford on the east.

They employ about twenty-five men and make

about three million brick annually'. We thus see

that they have a good trade, and the company has

been operated successfully for some time.

In this cit}-, Mr. Ekback led to the marriage al-

tar Miss Emma Lindstrom, who was horn and

reared in the same locality as her husb.ind, and

when a young lad}- came to this country, the

fourth of her family to cross the Atlantic. She is a

daughter of Peter and ISIartha (Olson) Lindstrom,

natives of Smoland, Sweden. There the father

engaged in farming and wagon-making up to his

death, which occurred at the age of seventy-five

years. His widow, who is yet living on the old

homestead, is now about eighty years of age. The

family were all members of the lAitheran Ciiurch.

To the First Lutheran Church of Rockford Mr. and

and Mrs. Ekb.ack both belong, as do also their chil-

dren. They have become the parents of seven chil-

dren, one of whom, Esther, died aged two vears.

Those who still survive are Theodore, who is in

the employ of the Scandia Brick Company; Anna,

Ellen, Esther, Martlia and Hilda. Li politics, Mr.

Ekback is a Republican. lie is a successful busi-

ness man, who came to this country empty-handed

and by his own efforts has worked his way upward

until he is now possessed of a comfortalile compe-

tence.

^( AMES J. B U R L I N G A M E , a prominent

farmer of Harrison Township, was born in

Morgan County, Ohio, August 7, 1819. He
is the son of Josiah Burlingame and the

grandson of Richard Burlingame, who was born at

Situate, R. I., on the 27th of March, 17'J4. The
latter's wife was Patience (Calvin) Burlingame, and

thej' were the parents of two sons and four daugh-

ters, all of whom reached adult j-ears. When quite

aged people, Richard Burlingame and his wife

removed to Ohio, whither their son Josiah had re-

moved when a young ni:in. and liiere this worthy

old couple passed away, -he at the age of sixty-

three, and he five years later, when seventj'-one

years of age. He had followed agricultural pur-

suits all his life. They were characteristic (Quakers,

leading a retired life and unswerving in their reli-

gious faith.

Josiah Burlingame was also a native of Rhode

Island, born July t, 17'.»1, but removed to Morgan

County, Ohio, when a young man, or aliout 181 1,

and was one of the earliest pioneers. His wife,

whose maiden name was Sarali Xoblc, and who was

born October 13, 1793, of the marriage of .John

and Martha (Hindman) Xolile, came with lier par-

ents to Morgan County al)0ut the same time. They

were soon married and commenced housekeeping

in the woods. Both were well educated and Mr.

Burlingame taught scliool from 1814 until 1850.

being considered a very successful educator. He

had studied medicine and surgery but was too

sensitive and nervous to succeed at the latter,

though he did assist in many aminitati(.>ns. With

much hard work and labor on his part and that of

his estimable wife, he succeeded in clearing three

hundred acres of the heavy timlier witli which tiie

farm was covered, and one lunid red acres of this is

considered the best of the fertile bottom lands. Mr.

and Mrs. Burlingame reared twelve children, nine

sons and three daughters, to become heads of fam-

ilies. Two daughters—Sarah, who married Samuel

Hull, and Mary, the wife of George Tuttle—died

when about Hftj- j'cars of age, and each left two

children. A son, Samuel, w.as killed by the cars,

as was also his wife, while walking on the railroad

track. They were sixty-eight and seventy years

of age, respectively. Two sons were in the Civil

War. Of this familj' there are still living eight

sons and one daughter: Stephen, born June 1, 1816,

a fanner of Indiana; James J., our subject; Charles,

born in 1821, au attorney in St. Charles County,

Mo.; Serrel, born in February, 182.5, a surveyor for

many 3'ears in Neliraska; Jabez, born in September,

1826, a farmer of Warren County, Iowa; George

W., born January 31, 1829, a merch.ant in sight of

the old home in Ohio; Benjamin F., Iioni in Octo-
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ber, 1830, a farmer and a shoe merchant iu the

same town as Geoi'ge W.; and Lydia, bora Febru-

ary 15, 1837, who married James Warren, ofNoble

County, Noble Townsliip, Ohio, both county and

township being named for Grandfather Noble.

These children all have small families, except Ser-

rel, who is the father of fourteen children b\' one

wife.

Our suhjecl was married in Manchester Town-

ship, .lidy ."), IKod, to Miss Prudence S. Mules, a

native of Ijanistalile. luiulaiid, born in 1826, and

the daughter of .lolm and Susan (SLimmcrwell

)

Mules, who came to tliis country and settled in

Genesee County, N. Y., when Mrs. liurlingame was

about ten j'ears of .-inc. Ilci' pai-ents were quite

wealthy, and after remainiiin' in Stafford for some

time removed to IManchester Township, this county,

iu 18.'j(). Our subject liad received a good colleg-

iate education, as had also his lirothers and sisters,

and was a graduate of the Old School College in

Cincinnati. He practice<l medicine before coming

to Boone County, 111., and for ten years after he

reached this State he had a large practice which

proved too much for liim and he gave it up, de-

voting his time to agricultural jnu'suits. He first

built a brick house on one acre at the corner east

of section 27, in 1849, and about two years later,

he bought one hundred and twenty acres, to which

he added one hundred and eighty acres still later.

At that time he paid about $10 per acre for wild

land with no improvements of any kind. He soon

erected a good, substantial building (.>n his farm,

moved into it, and there he and his capaiiie and

estimable wife resided until 1887, when they re-

moved to Clinton .lunction. Wis., purchasing a

nice home and one acre in the central part of the

village. They deeded the farm to tlicirson, .Scrrel

Burlingame. This m(.)vc was made for his wife

who was suffering with cancer, but she died there

on the 5fth of .lune, IH'.to, and is buried in the

family burying ground in the village of Blaine. A
fine monument, erected by her bereaved husliand,

marks her last resting place, and there rests beside

ber her two little children, twins, a stm and daugh-

ter, who died in infancy. She was an Episcopalian

in her religious lielief. She left two children,

Atta E., now Mrs. iMaynard IM. Murray, wliosc

husband is a farmer near Clinton Junction, Wis.,

and Serrel, who married Maria Parker, of I\Ianches-

ter Township, this county, a daughtei' of E<lvvin

and Elizalieth (Stockwell) Parker. They have four

bright little daughters, of whom Mr. Ihnlingame

is justly proud.

Soon after the death of his wife, Mr. Burlingame

returned to the old farm, and resides with his son.

He is now seventy-three years of age but has kept

his age well for he looks very little over sixty

years of age. He was Township Treasurer for

twenty-live consecutive years and has served the

township in other oltices, although he has refused

man\'.

—5- ^^>^i^^<^
^OIIN M. MAS(,)N, a representative business

man of Kockford, is engaged in the gen-

eral Ijakery business at No. 505 East State

Street, where he has carried on business for

the past eight "years, succeeding his father, who
started a bakery in this cit}- in 1858. The latter,

Robert Mason by name, was a native of .Scotland,

born and reared near Edinlnirg, and came of Low-

land Scotcii stock. He became familiar with his

trade in his native country, and was married there

to Bliss Ann Murdock, who came of similar stock.

Early in the '50s, he and his wife sailed for this

couutrv, were six weeks on the ocean, anil landed

in Xcw York City, where they remained for .some

time. Later, they removed to Cincinnati, Ohio,

where Mr. M.ason was in business for some time,

and in 1854 they came to Roekford. He imme-

diately established his State Street Bakery and de-

voted the remainder of his life to his business. He

died when fifty-nine years of age. He was one of

the old and prominent settlers and a good business

man. In religion, he was a Congregationalist, and

in jjolitics, a stanch Republican. His wife, who
died wlien about middle age, was also a member of

the Congregational Church, and a good, true wife

and mother. Their two children, our subject and

Anna, are the only members of the family living,

and both reside in Kockford. The latter is single.

John M. JNIason first saw the light in Kockford,

on the 2d of April, 1857, and here he attained Iiis
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trrowth and secnred a good practical education.

He learned his trade under his father and succeeded

him after his death. He was married in tliis city

to Miss Alice A. Cox, who was bt)rn in Koekford,

September 17, 18(53, and who is the daugliter of

Henry and Ann (Rew) Cox. Both parents are liv-

in"- at the present time and have a good home on

Fifth Avenue, this city. Mr. Cox is a commercial

traveler for the Rockford Baking Company. He

and iiis wife are natives of England, but were

married in Rockford. where they have since made

tlieir home. Tliey have become the parents of eight

children, seven iif whom are yet living, Mrs. M.ason

being tlie eldest and only one now married.

Mr. and Mrs. Mason have a pleasant home at

No. 609 East State Street, and are surrounded by

many warm friends. He is a stockholder in the

Rockford Baking Company and Rockford Plow

Company. He is au active Republican in politics,

and he and Mrs. M.ason are regular attendants at

the Christian Union Cliureh. They have had no

children.

WIaCOB S. DODl), deceased, was a n.ative of

New Jersey, born November 17, 1811, and

died near Newark, of that State, on the 2d

of April, 1884. He was reared in liis native

State, and began work for himself by entering a

large leather manufactory owned by Mr. Halsey,

of Newark. After this he was engaged in the

leatlier business, either directly or indirectly, for a

number of years, but subsequently retired to a

small farm just out of the city, where most of tlic

time he was engaged as a daii-yman until his

death. This home was familiarly known as the

Lyon Farm.

Mr. Dodd's parents were natives also of New
.Jersey, and the family tree shows that they were

honorable and much respected people. Our sub-

ject was a prominent man in his community and a

leading member and elder in the Presbyterian

Church of his eit}'. He was well informed, was a

leader in local affairs, and for a numlier of years

w!is a Director in Newark Evergreen Cemetery.

Just prior to his death, he was elected to the

office of Justice of the Peace. He left two chil-

dren: William V. Dodd, an employe in the well-

known leather house of Halsey t^' Co., of Newark,

married Miss Mary Osborne, of New Jersey. Tlie

other child was a daughter, I'JKrlie, who became

the wife of Fred Craiu, who is now living on the

old Dodd homestead.

In the fall of 1884, Mrs. Dodd, wife of our sub-

ject, returned to her old home in liockford,

whither she had come in 18 11, and whci-e she is

the owner of much valu.able iiro[)erty. She was

born near Rochester, Monroe County, N. Y., June

4, 1818, and her maiden name wasEmil\' G. liond.

Her parents, Aimer and Mary ((iould) Bond,

were natives of New Jersey', and came of English

and German descent, respectix ely. Tliey were

married in their native State, and after the birth

of six children thev removed to near Rochester,

N. Y., when that city was Imt a hamlet. There

the remainder of their cliildren were l)orn, thirteen

in all, five sons and six daughters having grown

to maturity, and three are now living. There Mr.

and Mrs. Bond improved a good home, and there

Mr. Bond died on the 3d of April, 1840, when sev-

enty-four years of age. He was a man of excellent

character, and for many \-ears was a Deacon in the

Presbyterian Church. His wife, who survived

him, came to Rockford witii her daughter, Mrs.

Dodd, and died here February 6, 18G8, lacking

only one month of being ninety-five years of age,

her birth having occurred March 30, 1773. She

held to the belief of the Presbyterian Church all

her life, and was a most loving and devoted

mother. Her mind was clear and strong up to the

very last.

Mrs. Dodd was first married in Rochester, N. Y.,

July 25, 1844, to Mr. Albert Sanford, a native of

New Haven, Conn., born May 1, 1818. He passed

his boj'hood daj-s in that State, and, when a young

man, entered land in Illinois. Later, he returned

to Rochester and was married to Miss Bond,

whom he had known in Koekford, and they then

returned to the last-named city. This was in

1844, and they located on property that has since

increased in value very much. Mr. Sanford died

September 23, 1854, when only thirty-six years of

age. He was a promising man, and was well
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known among the old settlers of Kockfind. Ilis

marriage resulted in the birtli of two ehihlren,

Edgar A. and another, liotli of whom died young.

Mr. Sanfurd died in full ciiiunninidn witli tlie Sec-

ond Congregational Chureh of Uoekford. lie was

a Whig in politics.

jNIrs. Dodd. who still survives her Imsliand, is

now about seventy-four years of age, hut has kept

her years well, being still active and aml)itious.

She is |i()ssessed of man\ excellent virtues, and is

surrounded by a lai'ge circle of fricn<ls. She is an

active member of the Second Congregational

Church.

/

ILES G. KEYES now makes Ins home on

a portion of the old homestead which he

,.. - purchased from his father in !H71. His
'*'

birth occurred November IK, 18 12, in

Northumberland, Saratoga County, N. Y., where

his father, Archiliald Keyes, was also li(]rn,.luly SO,

1808. The grandfather of our subject hailed from

New IIam|isliirc, having been born February 21,

1771, in Acworth, while his father, Cai)t. "William

Keyes, was born in ( )ctober, 17 in, in Ashf(.>rd, Conn.

He in turn was a S(.>n of I'j|)hraim Iveyes, who was

born .Tuly T), 1715, in Connecticut, and was a son

of Elias Keyes, born October 17, Kllli, in Chelms-

ford, Mass. He was a son of Solomon Keyes, also a

native of the IJay State, being born June 21, IGGo,

and the son of Solomon Keyes, who was the first

ancestor of the family in America. The latter-

. named gentleiuan was married in Newburyport,

Mass., October 2, 16.53, to Frances Grant. He lo-

cated in that part of Chelmsford, Mass., now in-

cluded in the town of Westford, where he died

March 28. 1702, his wife de[)arting this life six

3'ears later.

Solomon Keyes, the son of the above-named

couple, who was the next in line as far as is known,

spent his entire life in Massachusetts. The next

in order of birth was his sou, Elias, who, after his

marriage and the birth of two children, removed

to Ashford, Conn., where he passed the remain-

der of his life. His sou, Lieut. l';pln-/iim Iveyes,

married Sarah W'atkius, and after her death was

united in marriage to Mrs. Glazier, a widow lady

of Rockingham, N. II. The family removed from

Ashford to Acworth, the same State, in 1769,

where they were earl}- settlers. There Lieut. Ke3'es

died, September 6, 1802. The next in line was his

son, Capt. William Keyes, who went to Acworth,

in 1767, and was the first settler of that place.

He was accom]ianied on the journey by his

wife and one child, and departed this life April 21,

1813. The maiden name of his wife w.as Hannah
Scarborough. Capt. Keyes received his title

while serving in the Kevolutionary War.

Frederick Keyes, the grandfather of our subject,

in 1776 removed to Northumberland, Saratoga

County, N. Y. He was at one time engaged in the

lumber Iiusme.ss at Argyle, Washington County,

that State, and Later removed to near Ballston.

He was a patriot in the War of 1812 and died near

S^'racuse, September 12. 1831. The grandmotlier

of our subject was prior to her marriage R.achel

Jacobs; her decease occurred January 29, 1810.

The next in line is the father of our .subject, who
was reared and educated in his native town, and on

attaining mature years purchased a tract of land in

Northumberland and was engaged in farming dur-

ing the summer season and in the winter carried

on tlie trade of lumbering. In 181"), he started with

his wife and two children for Illinois, coming

overland from Chicago to this county and fording

the river at Hockford.

Archibald Keyes, on making this countv his

home, moved into a house with his brotlier-in-law,

William Fowler, who located here in 18 11. He re-

mained with him for a twelvemonth, during the

year having secured a tract of Government land,

including the northwest quarter of section 18, in

what is now Rockford Township, and erected

thereon a frame house. Into that the family

moved in 1846 and have since been residents of

the farm. Mr. Keyes was married, June 18, 1834,

to Elizalieth Clark, who was born in New York

and died C)ctober 22, 1878. The father of our sub-

ject was then married to Hannah Wise. The three

children born of his first union were John, who
married Mary C. Ilemingwa}', and now resides at

Pomona, Los Angeles County, Cal.; Miles, our sub-

ject; and a daughter, who died in New York.





^/^^/'^^^'-^^^^^^'-^^
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The original of this sketch was in his tliird year

when brougiit to this county by his parents. On

attaining his majority, in partnership with his

brother, he purchased tlie stock, tools, etc., of his

father and carried on the farm until 18(57, when

the connection was dissolved. Our subject, how-

ever, continued farming alone until 1879, when, in

July of tliat year, he went West to Iowa, and lived

for two years and a half in Floyd County. Then

disposing of his interests in tlie IIawke.>e State, he

returned to the old homestead and lived with his

father until 1874, at which time he Iwcame proprie-

tor of a portion of tlie estate and has since resided

upon it.

February 5, 1879, Miss Emma Chapman, who

was born In Addison, Steuben County, N. Y., be-

came the wife of our subject. Slie was a daughter

of Silas H. Chapman, whose native place was

Pitcher, Chenango County, that State, while his

father, William Chapman, was born in England,

and on coming to America located in tlie Empire

State, wlierc he purchased a large farm in the town

of Pitcher and spent the remainder of his da3s.

His wife, who before her marriage was Polly

Baker, was born in that State, wliere her decease

also occurred. The father of Mrs. Kuyes was a lad

of eleven years on the death of his fatlier, and was

bound out to learn a trade, but did not complete

his apprenticeship as he embarked as a sailor on

the Lakes. After his marriage, he settled on a

farm near Addison, where he made his home until

1863, and then enlisted in defense of his country in

a New York Cavalr3' Regiment. He served for a

period of eleven months, wiien he received his iion-

orable discharge for injuries received from being

thrown from his horse. He resided in New York

State until 1870, and then, coming to Winnebago

County, lived in Harrison, Owen and Seward

Townships until 1885, when he went to (iray

County, Kan., and there made his home until 1891.

That year, he removed to Emporia, where he now

resides. His wife was Miss Abigail (Iliggins)

Chapman and was also born in Addison. She was

the daughter of Simeon and Adeline (Ilaskins)

Higgins, the former of wliom now lives in Tioga

County, and the latter is deceased. Mrs. Keyes is

one of a famil\- of eiti'ht children, namely: Emma.

Albert, George, Kittie, Frank. M.Try, Charles and

Ira.

To our subject and his wife lunc liccu bum
three children: Arrliiliah',, Nina and l-',thcl. In

politics, our subject is a Rei)ul)lican. and his wife

is a member of the Court Street MeUmdisl Kpisco-

iial Cliurcli.

|I[,-^ ON. GILBERT WOODRUFF, President of

if )ij the Rockford National 15ank, President of

/4W^ the Forest City Insurance C<ini|iany and of

(©) the Forest Citv Furniture Company, was

born on a farm two and one-half miles fi-om Water-

town, Jefferson County, N. Y., Noveinber "id, 1817.

His grandfather, Jonah Woodruff, was, it is sup-

posed, a native of Connecticut, whence he removed

to Jefferson County, N. Y., and was a pioneer

thei-e. He purchased a tract of timber land two

and one-half miles from Watertown, and, (-hearing

a farm from the wilderness, resided upon it

until his dtatli.

At tiu- time (if tlie removal to the Kmpire State,

Frederick Woodruff, who was born in Connecti-

cut, was nine years old, and in the new home he

grew to manhood, amid surroundings of a ])rimi-

tive nature. For many years after the settlement

of the farail}' in Jefferson County there were no

railroads in New York State, and after the canal

was completed all merchandise was brought from

New York via Erie and Oswego Canal to Oswego,

and thence by lake to Sacketl's llarlior. and from

there by team to Watertown. F:inn prodiu'ts

were transported to the seaboard by way of the

lake, canal and rivers.

The old homestead was purch.ased by Fiederick

Woodruff, who was actively- engageil in farming

there until 1838, when he sold out and removed

to Watertown. He spent his last days in that

village, dying in 1853. His wife, whose maiden

name was Lodema Andrus, w.as born in Litchliild,

Oneida County, N. Y., and died at (leneva. III.

Gilbert, son of this worthy couple, received a

good education in his native village and started

out for himself in 18.'?8, in which year he paid

his first visit to Illinois. In his journey hither
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lie followed the most convenient and expeditious

route at that time, which was by stai>e to Sackett's

Ilai-bor, then by boat to Lewiston, from there

by rail to Niagara Falls, down tlie Niagara River

to Buffalo, and tlicncc by lal<e to Detroit.

At that time tlicre was a railroad extending

from Detroit to V[isilanti. The rails were of wood

with a stra[) of iron on llic to|i anil the road was

of a very temporary nature. From Ypsilanti

Mr. WiHidrntf proceeded by stage via Michigan

City to Joliet, then a village of about five hun-

dred inhabitants. lie engaged to clerk in his

brother's grocery store, where he remained until

the spring of 1m:)'.I, and tlien started on his return

East, going by way of stage to Chicago. At that

time the now populous citj^ had about four thou-

sand people and the principal part of the business

was done on Lake and Water Streets. From Chi-

cago Mr. Woodi'uff went liy way of the Lakes to

New York State and. soon after his arrival in

Watertown, embarked in the grocery business in

a small way, linally acipiiring an extensive and

lucrative trade.

In l»o7, Mr. Woodruff removed West to Du-

buque, Iowa, where hi; was interested in a tlour-

ing-mill, also in the real-estate ;ind loan liusine.ss.

One year later he came to liockford, where he lias

since resided, prominently identilied with the

citj''s best interests, lie was a charter member of

the Rockford National Rank, and has served as

President since its organization. When the Forest

City Insurance Company was organized in 1873,

he became its President, and has since occupied

that responsible and honorable position. In addi-

tion to these duties, he has served as President of

the Forest City Furniture Coiniiany since 1875,

he having organized the same and erected the

buildings. In politics, ]\v has bcm a stanch Re-

publican since the organization of the party and

has been called upon by his fellow-citizens to oc-

cupy official positions of trust, having served two

terms as Alderman, reiiresenting the Second Ward,

.and also as Mayor during 1^74-75,

In April, lSi2. Mr. Woodruff and Miss Nancy

Fay were united in marriagi'. Mrs. Nancy Wood-

ruff was born in Watertown, N. Y., daughter of

Henry and Alniira Fay, and was called hence by

death in 1K77. Five children wei'c born of the

union: Sai-ali, who married INIarcus S. Parinelee;

Voluey D.; lOnima, wife of Charles Keith; Will-

iam; and Alice, now Mrs. R. M. F^merson. The

second marriage of Mr. Woodruff united him with

ISIiss Augusta A. Todd, a native of Hamilton,

Canada, and took place in lH71i. The position

occupied by the family m society is an enviable

one, and the various members of the household

l)Ossess the cultured reliuemeul which makes them

influential and popular.

Soon after coming to Rockford. Mr. W huff

[lurchased a farm, which at a later dale he |)lattcd

in town lots, and it is now known as WooilrutT's

Addition. These lots he sold at a reasonable

price, giving the purchasers their own time to

pay for them, and also loaning them money with

which to erect houses. It is not strange, therefore,

that he is perhaps the most popular citizen of

Rockford, to the progress of which he has con-

tributed so ceaselessly of his ability and means.

Always and everywhere he is the sami' unswerv-

ing chain|uon of justice and right, and by indus-

try and apijlication has won the highest .-ulmira-

tion for Ills intellectual ability and attainments.

In connection with this biographical notice

will be found a lithograiihic portrait of Mr. Wood-

ruff.

-^]<-.f^P-
^ATIIAN II. WCO.STER was born in New
Haven, Conn., in the town of Oxford. I)e-

i; ceinber 2."i, 1.^21, and is now one of the old

and inueh-esleemed citizens of Boone County, III.

He has been identilied with the interests of this

county for man3' years and is one of tlie oldest

living .Instices in the State, having served contin-

uously for nearly thirty-five years. He is doubtless

the third, if iu)t the second, oldest .lustice of the

Peace in Illinois. He is of F]nglisli descent and

traces his ancestry back to three brothers, F^nglisli-

men, who came to America at a very earl}' date and

one of whom settled in Massachusetts, another in

New Hampshire and the other in Connecticut.

One of our subject's uncles was a General m the

War of 1812.

Our subject is a son of Washburn and Betsey
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(Cliatfield) "Wooster. AVashlnirn Wooster was born

in the "Nutmeg State," and was a farmer tlie prin-

cipal part of his life. For some time, he was in the

sawmill business in Connecticut getting out ship

timber, but agriculture was his chosen occupa-

tion. He came to this State about the j-ear 1840

and died in McIIonrj- County when seventy-two or

three years of .age. His parents were natives of

Connecticut and died in that State when quite

aged people. All his ancestors were farmers so far

as known. Our subject's mother, Mrs. Betsey

(Cliatfield) Wooster, was also born in Connecticut

and passed her last days in McHenry County', 111.,

her death occurring when about eighty years of

age. Her parents were natives of Connecticut and

in that State were contented to pass their entire

lives.

Nathan II. Wooster came to this county with

his parents in October, 1840, and settled in LeRoy
Township, where he took up eighty acres of land.

On this he erected a rude log cal)in in wliich he

lived for several years, and then built a good frame

dwelling. Our subject remained at home until his

marriage, on the 4th of October, 1844, to Miss

Abigail A. Ilovey, who w.as born in Franklin

County,N. Y., May 30, 1827. He then took up his

residence with his father-in law, Richard C. Hove>'.

Mr. Hovey was born in New Hampshire, as was

also his wife, Abigail (Kimball) Ilovey, and their

nuptials were celebrated there. Later in life they

removed to New York State, and in 1838 came to

Boone County, from Ohio, where they had resided

for about six years. They first settled in Le Rov
Townshii), where Mr. Hovey took up one hundred

and sixty acres and on which he built a log house.

A number of years later, he built a frame house

and here he died when seventy-eight .years of age.

His wife passed away when about eight^'-four 3'ears

of age. They were the parents of twelve children,

seven now living, so far as known.

There were seven children liorn to Mr. and Mrs.

Wooster, but one died when four years of age.

The remainder are named .as follows: Laura E.,

born in Boone Township, Boone County, Novem-
ber 15, 184.'), married John M. C'onley,and has lost

two children; Mary J., born in Boone Township,

this county, November 18, 1847, married .loliii 11.

Landon and b.as one child; George J., also a native

of Boone Township, was born December 27, 1849,

and m.arried Miss lleUii XIcIhiIs. wIki bore him

three children; John W., bdin in Mclbury ('(lUiity,

this State, Ainil 15, 1852, married ^Miss Carrie E.

Adams; Nathan II., Jr., born in Le Roy Township,

this county. May 19, 1854, married i\Iiss Elmina T.

Cramer, and is the father of two children; and

Minnie E., born in Unone Townshi|). this county,

Marcli 27, 1870. Tlie one deceased was Cora M.,

who was born in Loone Township, ()ct(ilnT 22.

1864, and died four years later. The childieii are

all well educated and a number have taught school.

Miss Minnie has been engaged in educational

work since 1887, and for two years has been in the

primary department of the schools in Capron. An-

other daughter. Miss Mary J., is (piite a worker in

Eastern Star Lodge, of Newton. Kan., and lias

been Worthy Matron of that lodge.

Up to the time of his marriage, our subject re-

mained at home, and then took up one hundred

and sixt3' .acres, on whit'li the village of Ca|)ron is

now standing, and on this erected a small, rude,

log house, 10x12 feet, in which he and his wife

lived for seven years. After this they were in Mc-

Henry County for two years and then returned to

Le Roy Township, this county, where our subject

worked his father's farm, also eighty acres of his

own. In 1856, Mr. Woo>ler sold out all his prop-

ert\- in that township and bought eighty acres

where he now lives, on which stood a small hou.;e.

About twent3'-five years .ago, he erected his jires-

ent residence and he was the first inhaliitaiit of

the town of Capron.

Our subject h.as held a number of local otticesin

the township and has ever lieen one of the promi-

nent men of the same. He w.as elected Justice of

the Peace the first or second year after coming to

Capron, in 1855, and was Associate Justice for

four years. He has also held the position of Col-

lector and Trustee, and numerous other [lositions.

He was a Democrat up to 1854 and then voted for

J. C. Fremont, since which time he has voted the

straight Republican ticket, lli^ first Presidential

vote was cast for J. K. Polk. He has been a dele-

gate to different county conventions and has ever

been an enterprising and public-spirite<l citizen.
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Wlion on the farm nur sul)jort. iMiiiiiiiod in general

farniinu; and when he iirst setlleil in this e<>nnt.\'

all his marketing was done at Chieauo, but hiter he

went to Kenosha, ^\'is., also. Mr. Wnoster is prae-

tieally retired from the aelive duties of life but he

attends tu s(nne ollieial business yet. lie is an lion-

est, upright citizen and has a hust of warm friends.

Mr. Woostor was a suhber in the late war.i'ulisting

in tlie one Hundred ami Forty-seeond Iliinois In-

fantry, Coniiianv (', and was Orderh' Sergeant.

-i^^l .^:- <H I'P^^

\I(,_ ON. II0KAC:E W. TAYLOK. JMasler in

ll
j)j] Chancery, is probably one nf the iiKJst

!^^ promiueiit citizens of lioekford, where he

(((«)) is carrying rm a successful practice iif law.

He was born in the town i)f (iranby, Hainiishire

County, Alass., Feliruary 1. IM'.".. and is the son of

Wiliard N. Taylor, whose liirtli occurred on the

same farm as did that of his son.

The great-grandfather of our subject was one of

the ver3' earl}' settlers of (iranby. Mass., where he

spent his days on a farm, which estate is now

owned and occupied by his great-great-great-

grandson. The gi'andfather of our subject, Levi

Taylor, spent his entire life on that farm, which

was in bis [lossession during liis lifetime. The

maiden name of las wife was Sarah Smith, a life-

long resident of (Iranby.

The father of the gentleman whose name we give

aliove was reared t(.i agricultural pursuits, being

an occupant of the old homestead spoken of above,

where he spent his eiitiie life, d3'ing in his forty-

eighth 3'ear. The maiden name of bis wife was

Sarah Cook, also a native of (iranby, and a daugh-

ter of Perez t'(.iok, who, as far as is knciwn, was a

native (.)f that place, and departed this life after

having attained the advanced age of ninety years.

The mother of our subject died on the old home

farm and bore her husband a family of eleven chil-

dren, seven of whom grew to maturity and live are

now living.

Our subject received his education in the public

schools of (iranby, and when reacliing his liftcenth

year, he was apprenticed to his lirother in-law,

David Cook, to learn the trade of a l)lacksniith, the

contract being that he should serve hira until reach-

ing his majority. His health failing, however, he

abandoned that line of work and when twenty years

of age became a student at the Amherst Academy,

prei)aring himself for college, and in 1844 entered

Amherst College, from which institution he was

graduated in the (^'lass of '48. Our subject then

engaged in teaching in the l!ay Stale for the two

succeeding j'ears, at the expiration of which time

he went to Baltimore and was siniilailj' employed

in a ladies' seminar}' until 18.57. During his per-

iod as a te.aclier, he devoted all his spare time to

stud}' of law and in 1857 came to Rockford, where

he w.as admitted to the liar in the fall of that

year and at once oi)eiied an otlice and commenced
practice.

Miss Ama A. Robinson, wdio was a native of En-

Held, Hampshire County, Mass., became the wife of

our subject in April, 1854, the ceremony being

solemnized in C^incinnati, Ohio, by the Rev. ,J. .T.

lilaisdell, now Prof. Llaisdell, of Leloit College,

Wis. Mr. and ;\Irs. Taylor are the parents of two

chihlren: Agnes and Ama S. The former is now
Mrs. .T. R. Crocker, of Chicago, and the mother of

three children: Sidney W., Florence A. and Horace

T. Our subject and Ids wife have lost two sons:

Frank Wiliard, wlio died in I8(;2, aged sixteen

months, and Wiliard Robinson, whose decease oc-

curred at the age of nineteen years, in 18S2. Ama
S. w.as a student in Oberlin College in the Cl.ass

of '92.

Mr. and Mrs. I'aylor and their youngest daugh-

ter are active members of the Second Congrega-

tional Church. In political views, our subject is

a thorough Republican, having voted that ticket

since the formation of the i)arty. His interest in

educational atTairs has caused Liin to be (daced on

the School Board, where he did effective work for

a number of years. Mrs. Tajdor was ajipointed by

tlie Mayor a member of the School Board in 1891;

she and Mrs. Clark were the first ladies ever ap-

pointed on the School Board in Rockford. ( )ur sub-

ject w.as elected to the State Legislature in 1878 and

voted for .lohii A.Logan for Senator. He was ap-

pointed M.aster in Chancery in 1866 by Judge

Sheldon. He resigned in 1872, but was re-appointed

to that iiosition four years later l\y Judge Brown
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and lias occupied the office continuously since,

numbering twenty-two years, ami during that long

period only once have his liudingi been set aside,

l)ut the Court of Apjseals overruled the findings

of tlie Circuit Court and ordered his report con-

lirnied. lie is very popuhu- and a most edicient

otiieial. In IfSGO, he formed a ])artnershii) with

the Hon. William Brown, whieli CDnlinued until

Mr. Brown was elected .hidge. One of Hu^ dis-

tinguishing characteristics of our subject is tlie

possession of quickness of mind and talent, and

disciplined in the stern school of experience, he is

tluis prepared to meet every emergency with a

steady' and ready hand.

j.j. RCllIl'.ALD M. CATLIX. M. 1). Tlie orig-

WIl\\ inal of the portrait on the oiiposite [lage

is without doubt the oblest physician in

the Stale of Illinois to-day, having been

in active practice in Rockford fur the past sixty

years. lie was iHirn in tliat part of Litchlield

which is now Winlield, Ilerkiuier County, X. Y.,

September 8, 1801. Roger Catlin, his father, was

a native of Connecticut, as was also his father.

Roger Catlin, Sr., who was a soldier in the Revo-

lutionary War.

The latter-named gentleman was of Jinglish an-

cestry and removed from his native State to New
York, where he passed his last days in Herkimer

County. His son, the father of our subject, was

reared and married in the Nutmeg State, and later

became one of the pioneers of Herkimer County,

N. Y'., where he purchased a tract of timber land

in what is now the town of Winfield. He there

erected a log house, in which our subject was born,

and which consisted of but one room on the ground

floor and one room above. It was located in the

center of the township, at the junction of five roads,

and as he was often obliged to entertain travelers

to different parts of the county, Mr. Catlin later

established an hotel. As there was no church in

the vicinity, meetings were often held at his home

until a building could be erectetl upon the ground

donated by Mr. Catlin. He later erected a good

frame hotel and continued to act as "mine host."

at the same time supcrintinding the opci-atioii of

his farm until his death, which occuiii'd in isi;).

The maiden name of his wife was Sainli Chuk; she

was born in Conneetieut and was the chiughter of

Deacon Clark, a i>ioiieer of South Tom pk ins County,

N. Y. After the death of her liiisl.:iii<l, the mother

of our subject was a second time married, and de-

parted this life in Winlield, X. Y.

The original of this sketch was but twi'lve \ears

old on the death t)f his father and remained with

his mother on the old home farm until her sec(.ind

marriage. He then resided in llii' town of Plaintield

with an uncle, whom he assisteil in the farm work

in summers and attended school duriuL; the winter

season. He continued to be thus employed until

1820, at winch time he starlcil with a company (if

friends to the then Far \\'est. As there were then

neither railroads iicu' canals in the vicinity of his

home,he walked to ( )le.-in Point and from there went

down the Allegan}' Hiver to Pitlshui-g, thence by

way of the Ohio and Mississippi Pi vers to St. Louis,

which was then nothing nmre than a village. He

was accompanied by a comrade, Amos Xoble, and

was in Missouri when that Territoiy was admitted

into the Pnion as aState. Later, he came to Jladison

County, HI., where he resided for a twelvemonth

and then, going to AHssonri. was engaged in the

lead mines until 1823, when he returned to New
Y'oi'k. His desire had been to fit himself for a jihy-

sician, and having read medicine previous to com-

ing West, he devoted his time and attention to that

stud^s attending lectures at Fairlield Medical Col-

lege in Herkimer Count}'. He later read under Dr.

C'lark of Winfield, then, going to Castleton, Vt., at-

tended a course of lectures at the college there in

the winter of 1825-2(). In .lanuary of that 3'ear,

he again became a student of Fairfield College,

from which institution he was graduated with the

Cl.ass of '27.

Soon after receiving his degree of Doctor of

Medicine, our subject commenced the practice of

his profession in partnershi|) with Dr. Nathan Har-

wood of Winfield, N. Y., with whom he continued

for five years. At the expiration of that time, he

went to Chester, Geauga County. ( )hio, where he

practiced medicine until 1832; then removing to
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Lorain County, he resided tliere until 1838, the

date of his advent into Rockford. The present

enterprising city was at that time little more than

a liamlet, and the surrounding country, which

was very siiarsely settled, was owned by the Gov-

ernment. Dr. Catlin pineliased property on the

East side wliere lie liuill a lionip. He has been

actively engaged in the practice of iiis profession

for the past sixty years, and, as before stated, is

witliout doubt the oldest physician in the State.

In 1828, Miss Miranda Ilarwood, who was born

in WinReld, N. Y., became the wife of our subject.

She was the daughter of Dr. Natlian Harwood and

departed tliis life in 1846, after having become

the mother of tliroe children, two of whom, Benja-

min and Edward P., are living. Dr. Catlin was

married the second time in 1.S17, Ids wife being

Sarah Morrill, who was n native of Bleriden, N. H.,

and a daughter of Deacon Daniel Morrill. To

them were btirn two daughters: JMary, deceased,

and Alice.

In early life a Whig, Dr. Catlin now votes the

straight Repuljlican ticket. Me acted as President

of the first medical society ever organized in

AVinnebago County, where he is regarded as one

of the most prominent and skillful physicians.

With his wife, lie is a member of the First Congre-

gational Church, and his life in this comrannity

has been such tliat he will be held in loving remem-

brance long after he shall have passed awa^y.

eOURTLAND MANDEVILLE. This gen-

tleman, who has for many years been as-

. sociated with the business men of Rockford,

and who has been largely instrumental in the up-

building of the city, became a resident of this

county when fifteen 3'ears of age, and while aiding

in the work of developing this section he has ac-

quired a comfortable property and can now take

his ease in liis cozy home at No. 802 Montague

Street.

The subject of this review was born August 20,

1824, in Cayuga County, N. Y., being the son of

Michael Mandeville, whom it is thought had his

birth near Newbur}', that State. Jacob Mande-

ville, the grandfather of our subject, was a native

of the Empire State, and on removing to Cayuga

County, became one of the pioneers there, clear-

ing a farm from the wilderness and making that

place his home until his decease. His wife, who

was known prior to her marriage as Sarah Clark,

was born in the above-named State. Her father

was a soldier in the Revolutionar}' War, and soon

after her marriage to the father of oursuliject, the

young couple moved to what is now Darien Town-

ship, Genesee County, wlieie Mr. Mandeville

bought a tract of land on which was located a log

house, and three acres of which were cleared. Dis-

posing of that estate a few years later, he removed

to a farm six miles awa}', on which there was a

mill, distillery and tannery, which he operated for

a few years, when he became interested in a cabinet

factorv.

In 1838, visiting Winnebago County, this State,

the father of our subject removed hither the fol-

lowing year, and as most of the land was owned

by the Government, he rented a farm until 1841,

when he purchased a tract four miles southwest of

Rockford. Remaining upon that farm until 1858,

he then divided the property among his children,

and moved into the cit}', where he was the owner

of two lots on South Main Street—the land now

occupied by the William Brown Block. After a

residence of one jear in Rockford, Michael Man-

deville spent a like period on the old farm, and

finally returning to tlie city, lived n.'tired in his

home cm Montague Sticet until 1887. His wife,

Elsie Maria Corey, was the daughter of James and

Deborah (Rathbun) Corey, and was born in Ver-

mont. She became the mother of six children,

and departed this life at her home in Rockford

six years prior to the decease of her husband.

Courtland Mandeville was the third in order of

birth of the parental family, his brothers and sis-

ters being Henry, Jane, Horton, Philona and Ed-

ward. He came here when fifteen years of age and

has consequently been an interesting witness of the

marvelous growth of the county, having contrib-

uted his full share in bringing it to its present

condition. He remembers that in those earl}^ days

the grain was hauled to the Chicago markets by

team, and deer and other wild game could be had
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for the shooting. He made his home with his

i)arents until his twenty-first l)irth(lny wlien he

operated a farm on liis own account, wliich had

been o-iven liim liy his fatlier. In 1854, he went

to Iowa, and in Bradford, Chickasaw County,

l)0uffht a large tract of land and resided tliere

until I860, when he disposed of liis interests in the

Hawkeyc State and then, returning to this county,

carried on the home farm for the two succeeding

years. Coming to Rockford at tlie expiration of

that time, our subject lived here until 18G4, when,

in comp.any with his brotlier liorton, he became

tlie proprietor of a stock farm in Laona Township,

whicii they successfully operated for four years.

He has been a resident of Rockford since tliat time,

wiierc his reputation is one of whicli any man

might well be proud, providing, as in his case, the

character is equal to the opinions of men.

/^ IIARLES A. CROSBY operates one hundred

(l(^_ and seventy acres of land on section 11,

^^/ iS'ew Milford Township, Winnebago County,

and is one of the practical and progressive agricul-

turists of this community. He was born on the

farm which is still his home in March, 1861, and is

a son of George H., and Mary \V. (Wood)

Crosby. The father was born in New Hampshire

in December, 1831, and the mother was a native

of Connecticut. The grandfather, Alpheus A.

Crosby, was a native of New York, and a black-

smith by trade. At an early day he came West

with his familj of six children and located in

Rockford, and opened a smithy. His death oc-

curred in that city at an advanced age, his wife

passing away a few 3'ears previous. About 18.50,

he purchased one hundred acres of land for 13,000,

upon which was a small house and barn, while

about eighty acres were under cultivation.

The father of our subject had acquired a fair

education, and was a well-informed man. He was

serving as Supervisor at the time of his deatli,

having held tiie office for some years, and was also

Assessor for some time. Among his fellow-towns-

men he was recognized as a prominent citizen.

He left three children: Charles A., of this sketcii;

Laura M. and Hattie E. The last-named is the

wife of Henry K. Hall, of Rockford.

In the usual manner of farmei' lads, our subject

was reared to manhood, no event of spi-cial impor-

tance occurring during his ycmtli. In Dcrcmlicr.

1883, he led to the marriage altar Miss Aliihaietta

,1. Cipplery, of INIonroe Center, Ogle County, and

a daughter of David A. and Martha Maria Cipi)lery,

both of whom were natives of Rensselaer County,

N. Y., from whence they emigrated to Illinois in the

spring of 1862. Her father was a farmer and is

now a grain-dealer in Monroe. Mr. and ;\Irs.

Crosby have three living cliildun: Daisy File,

born April 14, 1886; Elsie May, Ecliruary 18,

1888; and Leo Arthur, Aug\i>t :!, is'.id. Tliey

have lost an infant son, Charles.

In his political atliliations, j\lr. Crosby is inde-

pendent, voting for the man whom he thinks best

qualified for the office. He devotes his time and

attention to general farming, and as the result has

met with signal success in his business career. In

addition to his home farm he has an interest in

eighty acres on section .'), and the two tracts yield

a good income. Himself and wife have a wide

acquaintance in this community, where their entire

lives have been passed, and well deserve a repre-

sentation in their native couiil\'.

\}l^^^ ERBERT R. I'ARK1-:K. a well-to-do agri-

]] culturist, now living retired at No. 103

North Prospect Street, Rockford, was born

in Vienna, Oneida County, N. Y., May 12,

1834. His father, the Hon. Linus I'arker, was a

native of Litchfield, Conn., where .also his father,

Eli, .as far as is known, was born. The grandfather

removed to New York, and died in the western

part of the State, where also his wife, who was

known prior to her marriage .as Jo.anna Stoddard,

departed this life.

The Hon. Linus Parker was a young man when

his father removed to the Empire State, the journey

being made overland with teams. He became the

proprietor of a tract of land in Vienna and built

an hotel on the road leading from Rome westw.ard.
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In addition to operating as "mine host," lie super-

intended tiie eultivation of the farm, and was also

Direet(jr m the hank at Kume. He was very prom-

inent in k)cal affairs, and was for many years Post-

master of ^ienna, In polities, he was a Democrat,

and served two terms in the New York Asserahly,

in which State he later disposed of his interests,

coming to Winnebago County in 1852, purchasing

an improved farm in Harlem Townslii[), where his

death occurred Novemlier 15, 187G, when eighty-

seven years of age. The maiden name of his wife

was Liitia Sherinaii, a native of Massachusetts, and

tiie daughter of .loshua and Naomi (Munger) Sher-

man. Mrs. I'arker departed this life at Vienna,

N. v., in IS I 1. The place which the father of our

suhject bought iin coming to this county was

known as the Simonds Homestead and the house

into which he iiKJved.and where the family- resided

until coming to IJockford, is the oldest in the

comity. It is lorate<l cm the n.iad leading from

r>ek)it to lielviderc. and was for many years a jnib-

lie house and well known as I)UcklK)rn Tavern.

The original of this sketch was educated in

^'ienlla, N. Y., and accompanied his parents on

their removal to Illinois, at a time when the west-

ern teiniinus of the railroad was on the eastern

side of the Rock River. Herbert R. resided with

his father until his marriage, wlien he located on

the old homestead in Harlem and there lived for

a numlier of years. In l.S',ll,he removed to his

invsent home at No. Kt.'i Pros|iect Street, which

was erected that year.

The lady who became tlie wife of our subject,

December ;), 18(15, was, i)rior to that event, Jli.ss

Sarah Kilburn, a native of Annsville, Oneida

County, N. Y. Her father, Shaler Samuel Kilburn,

was one of the pioneers of Winnebago County,

and had his birth in iNIass.achnsetts. He is the son

of Capt. Sii;iler S.-imuel Kilburn, a sea captain, who
died when the father of Jlrs. Parker w.as an infant.

The latter was young when his mother went to

New York Slate, where he was reared and married

in Oneida County, making his home there until

1840, when he came to this county and purchased

a tract of wild land, on which was located a log

cabin. He I'esided with his brother-in-law for a

time and during the interim erecte<l a dwelling on

his own land, where his death occurred in January,

1885. The maiden name of JMrs. Parker's mother

was Mary Bartholemew; she was the daughter of

Eliakim and Annie (Simonds) Bartholemew, and

is living at the present time in Rockford.

To Mr. and Mrs. Parker have been born six

children: Whitni'in, deceased; Maiy, Lutia, Jo-

anna, Lizzie and Herbert. Mrs. Parker and her

daughter Maiy are members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

I>^^<l

OllN WRICIIT. This name is familiar

among the agriculturists of Winnebago

County, as belonging to one of its most in-

dustrious citizens and a man who occupies a

high position in business circles. He lias been the

architect of his own fortune, making his way in

the world from a modest beginning, and has proven

a lino example of the results of patient industry,

a wise economy' and good jndgment.

He of whom we write was born in Yorkshire,

England, November 12, 1829. He is a sou of Will-

iam and Jane Wright, who emigrated to this coun-

try in 1832, and, settling in New York State, lived

fourteen years near Genesee. In 184G, they came

to Winnebago County, where the father took up a

large tract of land. There he died in his eightieth

year. His wife passed away in Rockford in Jan-

uary, 18',n.

Mr. Wright of this sketch remained with his

parents until twenty-five years of age, when he

w.as married to iMatilda C. Ilutchins, who was born

ill the town of Kendall, Orleans County, N. Y.,

June 10, 1835. She was the daughter of Osmau

and Lydia (Davis) Ilutchins, the former of whom
was a son of Jolin S. Ilutchins, his birth occurring

in 1773, in Massachusetts, and his death in Quebec,

Canada, at the advanced age of ninety-three years.

Mrs. Lydia Ilutchins died in this county, in her

forty-third year.

Mrs. Matilda Wright came of a family prominent

in the early history of New Y'ork, and after her

marriage to our subject, in 1853, they lived on the

Wright farm for ten or fifteen years, when they

purchased property south of their present place of
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residence. They later sold that land and hought

in Ogle County, which land Mr. Wright later traded

for a farm in Seward Township, and in 1870 became

the owner of his present farm, which is embellished

with all the needful farm buildings, not the least

among which is his comfortable residence.

To Mr. and Mrs. John Wright iiave been Iwrn

seven children, five of whom are living, namel3':

George A., whose birth occurred Februarj' 8, 1855,

is married and the father of five children; Alta J.,

who was born April 28, 1861, is married and

has three ciiildren; Elizabeth who was born Decem-

ber 8, 1863, has one son; James R., born January

16, 1873, works the old home farm; and Lena A.,

whose birth occurred August 10, 1877, is also at

home. Those deceased are Charles O. and Lottie B.

In their religious belief, Mr. and Mrs. Wright are

members of the Presbyterian Church. Our subject

gives his entire time to carrying on his farm and,

in politics, he is a stanch adherent of the Repub-

lican party, casting his first vote for Fremont.

ROF. HENRY J. SHKRRILL. It has been

truly said that a good education is tlioljest

S p*' inheritance that parents can leave their

I \ children. Riches may take to themselves

wings and &y awaj', but a good education will last

tiu-ough life. Prof. Henry J. Slierrill, whose por-

trait accompanies this sketch, was born in Leb-

anon, Madison County, N. Y., on the 28th of April,

1824, and from early 3'outh lie enjoyed good edu-

cational advantages. His parents, Samuel II. and
Nancy (Upliam) Sherrill, were natives, respectively,

of Massachusetts and New York, the fatlier born

in Berkshire County, February 22, 1794, and the

motiier on the 7th of June, 1796.

When a young man, Samuel Sherrill went to the

Empire State, and, after settling in Madison County,
engaged in the shoe business, which he carried on
in connection with tanning for thirty years. He
then retired from business and came West, making
his home with his son until his death, on the 28th
of March, 1872. He was of Irish descent and was
a wan of ability and good judgment. His wife

died in her native Stale in 1866. Her people were

11

4

pioneers of the Empire State, and her mother was

twelve years of age at the time the Indians liurned

Cherry Valle}', that State. Her grandfatlier was a

clergyman and a man of considerable prominence as

were also many others of that name, the Uphams
being well known in New York State as refined

and accomiilished people.

Prof. Sherrill was one of four children born to

his parents, but he and-a sister, Mrs. N. A.Gilbert,

of St. Paul, Minn., are the only ones now living.

He remained at home until eighteen years of age,

and up to that time attended school in the coun-

tr}- and town. He then began teaching during the

winter months and attended school during the

summer seasons until the .age of twenty-one, when
he entered the New York Normal at Albany. After

graduating at that institution, he began teaching

at P^aton, N. Y., where he remained four years,

after which he taught in Kingsboro Academy one

term. Later he followed teaching four years at

Forestville, N. Y. On the 31st of July, 1854, he

was married to Miss Jennie A. Briggs, a native of

that citj', born December 19, 1823. Mrs. Sherrill

was the daughter of Giles and Orriel (Allen)

Briggs, natives of New York, where both died at

an advanced age. She became the mother of two

children, Willie PL, deceased, and P^rank Allen, and

died in St. Louis, Mo., on the 10th of March, 1868.

P'rank A., who was Irorn on the 19th of November,

1862, in Plamilton, N. Y., was graduated from the

l^niversity at Champaign, 111., and is now a

draughtsman in the iron works at Indianapolis.

He married Miss Minnie, daughter of M. C. AVood-

ruff, of Dubuque, Iowa.

On the 23d of Dcomber, 1873, Prof. Sherrill

married Mrs. Alice J. Seaver, a native of Aurora,

N. Y., born July 13, 1843, and the daughter of

Martin C. and Sarah M. (Woodruff) Bentley. Mr.

Bentley was a native of Vermont, born on the 1st

of January, 1805, and is now a resident of Boone

County, 111. As maybe seen, he is quite aged but

he enjoys unusually good health. His wife was

born in New York but passed her last days in this

count}-. Of the eight children born to Mr. and

Mrs. Bentlc}', five are still living. Mrs. Sherrill's

first marriage united her with Mr. William

Seaver, who was born March 10, 1842, in Darien,
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Wisconsin, whither his parents removed from New
York State. He died on the 30th of September,

1866, from sickness contracted in the army. He
was in Company K, 2d AVisconsin Cavah'y, and left

Wisconsin llniversit3' to enter the army, enlisting

from AValworth County of that State and serving

about two 3'ears.

Our subject's second marriage resulted in the

birth uf one child, a daughter, .Jennie Bentley, who

was born in Belvidere Township, Boone County,

111., July 22, 1877. She has studied in the schools

of Belvidere, and is now receiving instruction un-

der the personal supervision of her able and dis-

tinguished father. After his first marriage. Prof.

Sherrill eug.aged in the book business in Hamilton,

Canada, for about tluee years and then engaged as

Principal of tlie schools of Hamilton, N. Y., where he

continued for nearly ten years. From there he came

to this county' and at once took charge of the North

Belvidere school, but he was not allowed to remain

long in this position, for one year later, liis un-

usual ability as an instructor being recognized, he

accepted a position in St. Louis, Mo., wliicii he

filled with credit for nearly two years. The climate

not agreeing with him, he took the advice of his

pliysician and left that city.

In 1868, Prof. Slierrill returned to Belvidere,

where the people gladly welcomed him, and the

same fall was made Principal of the North Belvi-

dere school, where he remained until 188.3. He

then resigned and practically retired, or would

have done so had not his fellow- citizens called so

loudly for his services that he could not refuse,

and in consequence was elected County Superin-

tendent, which position he filled as only Prof.

Sherrill could, until the arduous duties of the office

forced him into retirement. For nearly' fifty years,

he has been prominent as a public educator, and

some of the profoundest thinkers, deepest reason-

ers and brainiest men of the AVest attribute theii-

success in life to his teachings. The genial urban-

ity and native politeness of his manners engage

and caiJtivate the good-will and confidence of all

with whom he comes in contact, and his pleasing

address and gentle suavity draw the heart and

affections of his students magnetically toward him,

securing their closest attention, easy control and

ardent interest in their studies. The untiring en-

erg}-, unflagging zeal and ceaseless devotion he

manifests for the promotion of educational im-

provements are highly appreciated.

One of the favors shown this most esteemed and

worthy citizen was in his election as an honorary

member of the celebrated Colgate University of

Hamilton, N. Y., with the title of A. M., in 1859.

Few, indeed, have obtained that honor and dis-

tinction. Prof, and Mrs. Sherrill are honored and

active members of the Belvidere Presbyterian

Church, and he has been Fllder for many years.

Politicall3',heis astanch Republican. Mrs. Sherrill,

a pleasing and refined lad}', is a member of nearly

all the ladies' societies and her brilliancy and rare

accomplishments fit her in an admirable manner

for the different positions with which her sister-

workers favor her. Rarely does one meet with a

more refined, intelligent and happy family than

gathers under Prof. Sherrill's roof. For many
j'ears his home has been on his splendid farm just

outside the city limits of Belvidere, a most beauti-

ful place, which might well be called "Villa Con-

tent." *

GEORGE AV. LEVINGS, who is residing on a

beautiful farm just west of the city of

\>^Jl| Rockford, has his dwelling located on Mon-

tague Street. The farm is supplied with good,

substantial frame buildings and Mr. Levings has

planted fruit and shade trees, which make the es-

tate one of the most beautiful in the county. He

was born in New York City, .June 25, 1839, while

his father, Peter Levings, was born in the town of

Northeast, Dutchess County, that State. From

there the elder Mr. Levings went to New York

Cit}', where he was engaged in the mercantile

business at the corner of Greenwich and Veasy

Streets. In 1842, however, on account of ill health

he disjjosed of his interests there and came to Illi-

nois, locating in Winnebago County at a time when

the settlements were mostly confined to the timber

and streams.

The father of our subject located a tract of Gov-

ernment land in what is now Winnebago Town-
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siliip, and erected tliereon a house, in which the

family resided during the time he was employed in

clearing and improving a new farm. Soon after

locating here, he formed a partnership with Alfred

San ford and ojiened the first meat market in Rock-

ford. There being no railroads here, for some

years he hauled his grain to Chicago, one hundred

miles distant, to market. In 1876, he disposed of

his property in Winnebago Township and, coming

to Kockford, lived retired until his decease. His

wife, who prior to her marriage was Miss Ann

Nunn, was born in Liverpool, England, and also

departed tiiis life in Kockford.

The five children com))rising the [larontal family

were Harriet E., who married H. F. Pease; George

W., Thomas G., Maggie and Alfred. The latter is

a practicing physician in Milwaukee. Thomas G.

served as a member of Company I, Eleventh Illi-

nois Cavalry, during the late war, and Mrs. Pease,

who was a member of the Christian Commission,

was taken to the front at Vicksburg in the interest

of that organization.

George W. Levings was three years old when

brought to this State by his parents, receiving his

education in Winnebago and in the first school

ever erected in Rockford. He resided with his

parents until reaching his majority, when he was

employed on different kinds of work in the city

until 1H63. In the fall of that year, he became a

member of Company I, Eleventh Illinois Cavalry,

enlisting for a service of three years and i)artici-

pating with his i-egiment in all its marches, cam-

paigns and battles. He received his honorable

discharge in June, 1865, and on returning home
spent the time until 1866 in Rockford, when he

went to Chicago and was eng.aged in the fruit

trade for two years. At the end of that time, he

bought and shipped live-stock from Rockford, lie-

ing thus engaged for three years, and then became
the proprietor of a farm in Winnebago Township,
operating it for sis years, when he pureh.ased the

tract he has imi)roved in his present farm. The
estate of our subject is finely cultivated and by a

proper rotation of crops yields a handsome income.

Nellie V. Stranahan became the wife of Mr. Lev-
ings in 1869. She was born in Ohio and is the

daughter of Carlisle and Harriet (Humphrey)

Stranahan. Being very young when her mother

died, she was adopted into a family named Kimball,

whose name she bore, and was reared at their home
in Elgin, 111 During the late war, she went South

in the interest of the American Missionary Society,

.as a teacher of the freednien, and was at Memphis

at the time of Forest's raid. She continued in the

service until 186'.), <luriiig that time teaching in

Memphis, Mobile and other jxiints.

To our subject and his wife liavc been born live

children: Frank, Annie E., Nellie F., Ralph S. and

Golden W. Mr. Levings is a member of Nevins

Post No. 1, G. A. R,, and is also connected with

the order of Modern W^oodmen of America. He

casts his vote and influence in favor of Kepulilican

principles and candidates and is held in higli es-

teem by all who know him. Mrs. Levings is a

member of the Methodist Eiiiscopal Church at

Rockford.

(F_^ ON. WILSON H. CRANDELL, M. D., who
IfjY) died at his home in Diirand October 4, 1855,

/^V^' wiis a gentleman wiioso long residence in

(^) Winnebago County, together with his

active participation in worthy measures for the de-

velopment of his community, made him promi-

nent both socially and in the ranks of his profes-

sion. It has been said that there are two kinds of

education, one which is received at school, and the

other, more important, which we give ourselves.

Dr. Crandell w.as fortunate in gaining e.ach kind

of training, and, as a result, his char.acter w.as

rounded out and developed, while he .acquired

those habits of perseverance .and energy which are

so essential in any profession.

Born in Nassau, N. Y., .luiio 11, 1805, our

subject was the son of Nathan R. and Rebecca

(Arnold) Crandell. His early life was [lassed on

the farm and as an employe in a glass factory. He
came West in early life and, entering Rush Medical

College at Chicago, received his degree of Doctor

of Medicine from that institution. He first

practiced medicine near the Garden City, and was

later established at Freeport.

In 1815, Dr. Crandell made his advent into
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Winnebago County, at which time he located in

what is now Laona Township, and gave his at-

tention to liis profession. A few years thereafter,

he removed to what is now Duraud Township,

and, purchasing a tract of land, resided upon it

until his death in 1855. He had an extensive

practice, many of his patients living beyond Rock-

ford, and even as far as Beloit; He represented

his district in the State Legislature in 1848,

during which time he formulated and secured the

passage of the law establishing township organi-

zation. In politics, he alwaj'S voted the Whig
ticket, and occupied a conspicuous place in local

affairs. He was a member of the Free-will Bap-

tist Church and gave liberally of his means to its

support.

.June 6, 1829, our subject and INIiss Sophia INI.

Elmore, who was liorn in Jsew Lebanon, N. Y.,

]ul\r 13, 1804, were united in marriage. Slie

departed this life September 4, 184.3, leaving no

family. April 9, 1845, the Doctor was married to

Eliza Randall, who had her birtli August 3, 1817,

in Porape3', N. Y. She was the daughter of

Joshua and Sarah (Smith) Randall, also natives of

the Empire State. Mrs. Crandell emigrated with

her mother to Wayne County, Mich., riding from

Detroit to their home, twenty miles, over a cordu-

roy road. In 1838, she came to this State, and in

Laona Township made her home with her sister,

Ruama, who had married William H. Stevens.

Mrs. Crandell remained with her sister two years

when, her brother William coming to this county,

she made lier home with him until her marri.age

with our subject.

Dr. .and Mrs. Crandell had born to them

three children: P^dwin Elmore, who was born

August 24, 1846, died September 15, 1852; Emily,

who was born March 22, 1852, married Andrew
Blake and resides at Colorado Springs, where Mr.

Blake is engaged in the hardware business; Harriet,

born April 10, 1854, became the wife of Addison

Barningham, and departed this life January 13,

1881. Mr. and Mrs. Blake, of Colorado Springs,

have four children: Arthur, Maud Lillian,

Clarence II. and Worthington G.

Dr. Crandell at his death left considerable prop-

erty, and his wife, who carried on the farm for a

number of years later, sold it and built a residence

in Durand. She has given her daughter quite

a little fortune, and still has in her possession a

handsome competency. She is a most excellent

and charitable lady and the doer of many kindly

deeds known only tu their objects.

EMUS W. GRIPPEN. Throughout Winne-

) bago County there are doubtless few

citizens who have not been personally

acquainted with this venerable resident of

Winnebago, who has aided in the development

of the resources of the county, and during the

late war contributed his self-sacrificing efforts

to the preservation of the Union. He is a native

of New York, and was born in Woodstock, Madi-

son County, April 13, 1806. His father, Jesse, was

a farmer in New Lebanon, N. Y., and also followed

the same occupation in Woodstock, where he se-

cured a tract of timber land, cleared a farm, and

made his home until about 1815.

In the above-mentioned year, Jesse Grippen re-

moved to Nelson Township, and afterward to

Smithfield Townshii), whence, about 1818, he pro-

ceeded to Oneida County and purchased a tract of

wild timber land in the town of Florence, where he

cleared a farm frttm the wilderness, and remained

for a number of years. Later he settled in the

town of Vienna, where he bought property and

where he was bereaved by the death of his wife,

Rachel (Stevens) Grippen, who was probably a na-

tive of the Empire State. After her death, became,

AVest to Hillsdale County, Mich., where he died at

the home of a daughter in the town of Reading.

At a vei)' early age, the subject of our sketch

commenced to be self-supporting, and learned the

trade of a moulder at Taberg, Oneida Count}',

where he remained until 1845. Then coming West

by way of Erie Canal to Buffalo, thence on a pro-

pellor across the Lakes to Sheboygan, Wis., he

proceeded on foot with his brother-in-law, Lu-

ther Miller, and made the overland journey to

Rockford, where be selected a tract of Government

land in what is now Winnebago Township, on

the northwest quarter of section 31. During the
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summer he erected a small frame house, and iiroke

aud fenced forty acres of land. In the fall he re-

turned East for his faniil3', and, coming hither the

second time, was met at Chicago by his brother-in-

law with an ox-teani, aud by that primitive mode

of travel the family was conveyed to their future

home. For some years there was no railroad in

the county, and Chicago w.as the nearest market

and depot for supplies.

Until the outbreak of the Civil War, !Mr. (irippen

continued actively engaged in farming, and then

enlisted, September 1, 1861, as a private in Com-

pany O, Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry, serving two

years, being promoted to Second, and later to

First Lieutenant, as the reward of meritorious ser-

vice. He then resigned on account of disability,

and returned home. In August, 1864, he re-en-

listed in Conipanj- D, One Hundred and Forty-

sixth Illinois Infantry, and served until the close

of the war, when he was honorably discharged,.Tuly

8, 186,'). In his second, as in his first term of ser-

vice, he enlisted as a private and was promoted to

the position of Second, and afterward First Lieu-

tenant. He participated in many of the most

bloody conflicts of the war, and was alwaj'S in the

front in the thickest of the fight, proving his pa-

triotism during all the horrors of war.

In 1866, Mr. Grippen removed to the village of

Winnebago, where he has since resided, and where

he owns eightj- acres, the value of which is con-

stantly increasing. His first marriage united him

to Miss Lydia Miller, who w.as born in Oneida

County, N. Y., and died in Winneljago, .Lanuary

2.T, 1866. Afterward Mr. Grippen was married, Oc-

tober 22, 1868, to Miss Margaret L., daughter of

William and .Jane (Smith) Wallace, and a native

of Franklin Count}', Ind. Her parents came to

Illinois about 18.53, and the father died in Olne}'

in 1885; the mother still survives and makes her

home in Winnebago Township, with her daugliter,

Mrs. Vansen.

Six children were born of the first union of Mr.

Grippen, namely: Nancy, who married John Her-

ring; Ezra; Maria, wife of William Tryan; Delia,

who became the wife of Hampton Sloan; Mary,
Mrs. Wallace Gorham; and Spencer. Ezra served

in Comp.any C, Seventy-ninth Illinois Infantry,

during some months of the Civil War. Mr. Grippen

is a member of Neviiis Post No. 1, G. A. R. About
the time of his removal from the Empire State,

the Congregational Church, Nortii and South, was

divided on the question of slavery, and after set-

tling in Illinois, he and Mr. Miller offered the Rev.

Mr. Hodges, the minister of the Congregational

Church in Oneida County, N. Y., a tr.act of Land if

he would come West and ])reach at some conven-

ient point. The offer was accepted, and the min-

ister shortlj' after his arrival organized the First

Congregational Church in Winnebago, with seven

members, the only survivors at j)resent being Mrs.

Elizabeth Holt aud our subject. A few years af-

ter the organization, a stone church was erected on

section 21, and after the railroad was built in the

count}-, and the village of Winnebago was estab-

lished, the old building was abandoned, and the

Presbyterian Church of Winneliago liecame its

natural successor.

Throughout the community where they reside,

Mr. and Mrs. Grippen are highly esteemed, and their

generosity aud kindliness of heart are well known
and appreciated. They are the parents of two

children, who now survive, namely: .Jennie Belle,

who married Heman Hoyt; and Demus W., .Jr.

kEWIS SHIRLEY, Jh., one of the early set-

I
tiers now residing in Flora Township,

Boone County, was liorn in LaPorte County,

Ind., Januar}' 12, 18.33. He is a son of Lewis Shir-

ley, whom, it is supposed, was born either in Vir-

ginia or Pennsylvania. He removed from tlie

Keystone State to Ohio, and after residing there a

few years, in about 1825 removed farther West-

ward to LaPorte County, Ind., where he was one

of the early settlers. He located on Doore Prairie,

and securing a tract of Government land, at once

erected the log house in which our subject was

born. His son, Adam K., was the first white child

born in this county.

The father of our subject resided in Indiana un-

til 1835, then, incompan}- with his wife and seven

children, he made the journey overland with teams

to Illinois, and located in Winnebago County l)c-
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fore it was oi'ganized. Indians were still in the

vifLnity, and deer, bear and other wild animals

were plentiful, and roamed at will over the eoun-

trv. Mr. Shirley selected ( ioverninent land liotli

in t'lierry 'S'alley Towiisliiii. Winneliauo County,

and Flora Townslii|i, tliis rounty. He erected a

log house on tlie former, the ni<if being formed of

rived clajiljoanls. and for a time the cabin did not

even boast of a tloor, and in lieu of a door a

blanket was hung across an opening in the wall.

There was plenty of water on tlie farm, and Mr.

Shirley liuihling a saw ami grist mill, operated

these m addition to carrying on his estate, lie re-

sided in Cherry \'alley. with the exception of about

two years when lie was in ('nlift>riiia, until liis de-

cease, December (1, l!S7"2.

The maiden name of the mother of our snliject

was Julia Keith; .she was txirn in Pennsylvania,

a daughter of Peter Keith, and deiiarted this life

on the home farm in is;37. After her death, our

subject's father cliose for his sec(.ind wife, Miss

Mary O'llara. who died in IHST. Tlie seven chil-

dren born of his lirst union were Silas, Jlary, Jane,

Adam, Lewis, Charles W. an<l Klizabetli.

Lewis Shirley, Jr.. was two years of age when

brought to Illinois by his jiarents, and remembers

well the incidents of pioneer life here. He attended

the first school ever taught in this section, the tem-

ple of learning lieiiig a log house with slab seat set

on common wooden (lins for legs. Holes were

bored in the wall, pins inserted, and a slab laid on

to serve for the larger scholars to write on. When
but a mere boy, he used to go to Chicago with his

father, the latter leading oft' with a team, and our

subject following with another, loaded with wheat

which sometimes woidd only bring forty-two cents

per bushel.

In 18511, he of whom we write went to Califor-

nia, making the entire journey overland with ox-

teams. At tliat time there were no white settle-

ments on the plains, and the buft'alo and antelopes

were numerous. After live nninths' travel, he ar-

rived in the (ioldeii State, and for a shoit time

was engaged in mining, then began dealing in

wood. He remained there about live years, at the

end of whicli time he returned home and resumed

farming. In l.S(;4, Mr. Shirley located on the farm

which he now owns and occupies, which w.as a por-

tion of the land which his father entered from the

Government. In addition to farming, he has en-

gaged quite extensively in the wood business, in

wliich undertaking he has been very successful.

His estate is one of the line>t in the county, con-

taining live hundred and se\ent\-liye well-im-

[iroved acres.

November ;3. lKli4. jMiss Leah Ream became the

wife of our subject. She was a native of the Key-

stone State, and departed this life February 28,

1876. The second wife of ^Ir. Shirley, to whom
he was married March 11. l.s.Sd, was Sophia Z.

Smith, a native of Carroll County, C)liio, her birth

occurring Jul>' 21, 1841. Her father, James Smith,

was bora near Iloboken, N. J., where also his father,

Hector Smith, was born, and, it is supposed, spent

his entire life. The maiden name of the grand-

mcither of Mrs. Shirley was Sophia, daughter of

Amby Clark, who also had her birth in the above-

named State and town. After the deatli of her

husband, she went to Ohio with her chihlren, and

from there to Iowa, where her decease occurred in

Fayette County.

The father of ]Mrs. Shirley was sixteen years of

age when the family remo\ed to Ohio and located

in Franklin Count\'. In IJs.')7.he removed to Car-

roll County and purchased a tract of timber land

near Carrollton. Making his home in that place

until 1S54, he again made his way Westward, in

ciunpany with his wife and five children, this time

making his home in Fayette County. Iowa. ( )ne of

the children died on the wa_y. Mr. Smith located

land in what is nowSniithfield Township, and when

the township was organized, it was named in his

honor. The family moved into a log cabin until

a more substantial structure could be erected for

them, the father having to go thirty miles dis-

tant tt> have lumber sawed. He improved his

land, upon which he has resided, with the exception

of a few years s|ient in Fayette, since locating

there.

The parents <.if Mi-s. Sliirley were married in Car-

roll County, Ohio, in 1837, the mother's maiden

name being May J. Morrison. She was born in

Pennsylvania, and was the daughter of John and

Jane(Montgomery) Morrison. They have lieen mar-
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ried nearly fifty-five j^eavs, and have reared a fam-

ily of six children: Jane, John M., Rose A., James

H., and Charles 1'., all of whom are living, with

the exception of John M. INIrs. Shirley was given

a good education, and wiien fifteen 3'ears of age,

entered the Iowa University at Fayette, where she

fitted herself as a teacher, which occupation she

followed for twenty years. Bj- her union with our

subject, one son has been born, James Lewis, born

January 23, 1884. ]Mr. Shirley, by his first mar-

riage, became the father of six children: Celestia

E., Carrie A., Roswell R. and Adelbert W. Flora

E., the second child, died when thirteen years of

age, and Gertrude, the fifth in order of liirtli, de-

parted this life in her seventh year.

ARTIN P. WHITESIDE, who at present

occupies a pleasant home in Rockford, was

* born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., Au-

gust 2.S, 1822. His father, Robertson

AVhiteside, was a native of Washington County,

that State, where he was reared to farming pur-

suits in the town of Cambridge. The grandfather

of our subject, John Whiteside, lived and died in

that place.

He of whom we write is the younger of two

sons born to his i)areuts, his brother, William P.,

being a resident of Chautauqua, living on the

banks of that beautiful lake at Whiteside Point,

where his father located on a farm of one hundred

and thirty acres in 1836. After a residence thereof

some 5-ears, the elder ]\Ir. Whiteside removed to

Maj'ville, the county seat, where he died in his eigh-

tieth year. His widow, prior to her marriage, was

Maria Prendergast; she was born in 17118, in Rens-

selaer County, N. Y., and departed this life when

seventy-eight j-ears old. Her father was Martin

Prendergast, of Chautauqua County, where he was

Judge for many years. This famil}' was one of

the leading and wealth}- residents of Jamestown,

N. Y., which place was named in honor of James

Prendergast, who there owned a large estate, a

portion of which was timber land. There he

erected mills, manufactured lumber, putting in the

first gangsaw in that section, if not the first in the

United States. William Prendergast, l)etter known
as Colonel, was in active service during the Revo-

lutionary War, after wiiich he located on a farm.

The gentleman of whom we write was gi ven a

good academic education, and in 1811 was married

to a most worthy and estimable lady, who bore the

name of Sarah Holmes. She was born October

6, 1824, in Oneida County, N. Y., and was tlie

daughter of Seth W. Holmes, of Salisbury, Conn.,

whose birth occurred in 1799, and who departed

this life at Paw Paw, Lee County, 111., in 18(il.

His wife was Sallie Stone, who was al.so born in

Connecticut in 1802, in the town of Litchfield, and,

like her husband, passed away in Paw Paw, in

1856.

(_)ur subject and his only lirother were mer-

chants at Mayville, N. Y., for a number of years.

They erected a saw and grist mill, and did a large

and paying business, which the}- sold out in order

to come AVest. Locating in Paw Paw, this State,

in 1852, the}' invested in farming lands, their es-

tate comprising five hundred fertile acres. The
father of Mrs. W'hiteside owned in Lee County
ten or twelve farms, which estate he left to his

three daughters; the sisters of Mrs. Whiteside be-

ing Pha'be, Mrs. Martin Prendergast, of Chautau-

qua, N. Y.; and Helen, Mrs. John Dickson, who
resides at Racine, Wis.

To Mr. and Mrs. Whiteside have been born two
sons: Henry R., whose birth occurred April 6,

1853; and John W., who was born October 4, 1857.

The latter-named gentleman is a physician at Bes-

semer, Mich., and, in partnership with other physi-

cians, manages a hospital. He was graduated from

the Rush Medical College at Chicago, in the Class

of '82, and was one of the few members whose

standing admitted him to the hospital that year.

Henry resides in Chicago, and, in connection with

the Board of Trade, is conducting a grain ensam-

pler's business.

Our subject and his wife came to Rockford in

1886, where they purchased the Kimball Place, just

west of Haskell Avenue. There they planted and
grew a fine vineyard, from which they gathered

annually four tons of grapes. They subsequently

sold these grounds for building lots, on which they



256 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

erected in 1883 a pleasant residence. A year later,

however, they removed to the home which will no

doubt be their dwelling; place until they shall be

called to their rtnal reward. It is located at No.

503 Rockton Avenue, wliere their kindly natures

lead them to make life pleasant for iithers, and

their inlUieuee in the community isahvays felt for

s;ood.

•f^i^-f-r^

ILLIAIM RICK. In point of energy, en-

terprise and (h'terinination, the subject of

this sketch is hidkeil ui>on as one of the

leading men of Roi'kfoid Township, Winnebago

County. He is what may be i)roperly termed a

"hustler." in the broadest sense of the term, and is

genial and generous, (uie who is .-i univensal favor-

ite in l)Oth social and luisincss circles. He is mostly

interested in agricuHur:il pursuits, ami is the pfis-

sessor of a large number of acres of land in this

township.

The original of this sketch li.ad his birth in

Solon. Cortland County, N. Y., on tlie 1th of .luly,

1827. His worthy father, who bore the name of

William Rice, was born in New England, and there

reared. He went to Cortland County, N. Y., when

a young man, and there liought a tr.act (.)f timber

land, clearing a splendid farm from the wilderness.

There were no railroads nor canals built in New
Y'ork State for seveial years after liis advent there,

and the people lived off the products of their own

farms, the women spinning .and carding an<l mak-

ing homespun clothes for their families. The fa-

ther of our subject lived on the home farm with

his parents until the year IH.'iO, when he removed

to Pennsylvania. After a few years' residence in

the latter-named State, he again came to Cortland

County and resided with his son, our subject, un-

til his death, which took place in IrtdS.

The beloved motlier of our subject bore the

maiden name of Tlieodosia Thornton; she was a

native of New York State, and died on the luime

farm in Cortland County. She reared to man and

woman's estate six cliihlren, named as follows: Al-

mon, Jason, PlKcbe, .loseph, Betsey and William.

(.)ur subject is the youngest of the children born

to his parents, and was reared and educated in his

native State and county, and resided nnder the

parental roof until he was seventeen years of age.

At that age he started out for himself in life, and

ct)niinenced by working on a farm for $7 per

month, and later received 110 a month. In this

w.ay he earned and saved enough money to help

him get a good start. His father gave him sixty

acres of land in the township of Cincinnatus, Cort-

land County, when he reached his majority, and

on this place was an (ild log h<iu,>e with a frame

addition, a small l)arn, two and one-third acres

being improved. On this place our subject lived

for only one year, when he traded with his father

for the old homestead of one hundred and sixty-

acres, paying his father ^2,500 besides. Here he

lived until 185'.), when he journeyed to the Prairie

State, and settled in West Point Township, Steph-

enson Connty, purchasing a tract of one hundred

and sixty acres on which he made his home until

In the year mentioned above, William Rice, the

subject of this life history, sold his land in Stephen-

son County and came to the city of Rockford, buy-

ing property in the same, and also a fine farm of

one hundred and eighty-two acres adjoining the

city. He has since then purchased other lands, and

now owns a farm which comprises two hundred and

forty-eight broad and fertile acres, besides one

hundred and thirty-eight acres adjoining the city,

which has been liis home for the past two years. On

this place he is actively and prosperously engaged

in tilling the soil, and raising some cattle, which

are of the best grades, and he is a splendid exam-

ple of what may be accomplished by a persistent,

sagacious and economical man. He owns an acre

of valuable land in the city, which is as yet v.'i-

c.ant.

To the wife who has contributed her quota to

Ins prosperity, presides with gr.ace and true hospi-

t.ality over his home, and makes his interest her

own, Mr. Rice was united in marriage in 1848.

Mrs. Rice was born in the Empire State, a daugh-

ter of Andrew and Matilda (Fuller) Coleman.

INIrs. Rice was known in her maidenhood as Nancy

Coleman, and has become the mother of the fol-

lowing children, viz: Vinton B., Tilla I., Hattie
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L., [vittie G., Opal A., Lena L. and Willie A.

(Starr A., who was the second child, died wlien

seven j'ears and seven months old.)

The life record of our subject is an iioiKir to him

and au example to the youth of tlie present gener-

ation. He is gifted with a strong, clear mind, ten-

acity of purpose and far-seeing sagacity, which

have enabled him to control his business affairs to

the best advantage, so that he has become well-to-

do. He is liberal in the use of hismone}'. showing

that he has not labored merely for himself. In his

political views, he is a stanch Democrat. In their

religious views they are liberal, and not connected

with any church.

eHARLES O. UPTON. An honorable pl.ace

among the citizens of Rockford is occupied

by the President of the ^Manufacturers'

National Bank, whose portrait is presented on the

opposite page. Nearly fort3- years has IMr. Upton

been a resident of this city, and by his business

energy, integrity and public spirit, abl^- contributes

to its pros])erity and growth. Affable, clear-

headed, a tinancier of safe discretion, in him and

his estimable wife, a lady of much grace and

dignity of presence and character, may be recog-

nized that refined type of manners and morals,

deeplj- rooted in austere New England virtues,

amelioriated by AVestern influences, whose preva-

lence gives a high tone to the atmosphere of Rock-

ford.

Charles Oscar Upton, youngest son of Amos and

Hannah (Flint) Upton, was born iu North Read-

ing, Mass., September 17, 1832. He is of the sixth

generation from his ancestor, John Upton, who
came to Massachusetts from the original hrtme of

the family across the waters about the year 1652.

Having been in his boyhood and early 3'outh duly

disciplined and instructed in the district schools,

then in vogue iu his native village, our subject

was later enrolled as a student of Lawrence

Academy in the neighboring town of Groton, and

for a Jjrief time enjoyed the advantages afforded

by that institution for higher learning. Return-

ing to the shelter of the parental roof, and enter-

ing into business, he began to think of marriage

and a home of his own.

The marriage of Charies ( ). Upton and Cathei--

ine Elizabeth, <huighter of C(>\. Jacob S. and

Catherine (Foster) Rayner, took [ilace at the home

of the bride's parents in North Reading, M.ass.,

March 26, 1855, and their wedding journey was

the trip to the new homo in the great I'raiiie

State. The children born of the union are as

follows: Florence L., liorn August 31, 1S.')S,

married Lyon Playfair Ross, who died Feliruary

23, 1889, leaving two children; Nellie H., born in

1861, died in 1863, aged two years and three

months; Clyde W., Iiorn .January 20, 1864. is at

home; and Lucy J., born March 31, 186(!, was

married at the family residence on North Court

Street, November 19, 1891, to Fred King Trihou.

Liberal in their religious views, symiiathi/.ing with

the progressive teachings of the Rev. Dr. Kerr,

and enjoying his faithful ministrations, ^Ir. and

Mrs Upton are active members of the Christian

Union Church.

When Mr. Upton came to Rockford in Sejitem-

ber, 1854, it was then an unimpcirlant village.

But the struggling town which he found liy the

River Rock has given way to the handsome, mod-

ern city of to-day, and in this development he

has played no unim|)ortant part .as a solid and

trustworthy man and sag.acious financier, who has

erected one of the most attractive residences in

the city, founded a stilid and reliable banking

institution, and otherwise vigorously aided in

pushing forward the material interests of city and

count}', besides bearing an honorable part in the

guidance of public affairs. For a numbei- of years

he successfully conducted business, and engaged

largely in buying and shipping live stock.

The Second National Bank of Rockford w.as

organized in 1864, and ^Ir. U|)ton w.as made one

of its Directors. He was connected with that bank

twent}' years, and the last two w.as A'ice-Presi-

dent. In 1889, he organized the jManufacturers'

National Bank, was elected its President, and still

holds that office. I'nder his careful supervision,

the affairs of the bank, which already occupies an

important position in the monetary circles of the

State, are in a tlourishing condition, and a steady
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and constantly increasing business denotes tlie

liigli favor in which it is held by the people. Mr.

Upton is alsci a Director in the Uockfoi'il lUirial

Case Company.

Soon after he iiecanie a resident of Rockford, Mr.

Upton's fellow-citizens called upon him tti heli>

administer the local government, and he lias held

various ottices of trust, executing his pulilic duties

with the same force, tact, business acunieu and

SNstem that ha\-e always characterized his manage-

ment of his (irivate liusiness. He served four

years as a memtier of the C'ity Council (being one

of the committee of three that built tiie water

works), was on the County Hoard of Supervisors

three terms, ami was Treasurer of Kockford two

years, lie has been permanently connected with

the Agricultural Society as one of its leading

members for many years, having served two terms

as President, the same length of lime as Vice-

President, and is now Ti'c.asurer of the Association.

A true Republican in politics, he cast his first vote

for .lt)hn C. Fremont and has stood firmly Ijy

his party ever since the early days of its (organi-

zation.

^EORCK TIIO^LVS WHEKLKU, an early

settler in lioone County, is now living a

retired life in the village of Po|)lar C!rove.

He was born in llanilmrg, Erie County, N. Y.,

August 14, 1828, and is a son of Thomas Wheeler,

whose native place was Massachusetts. The latter-

named gentleman was reared and married in the

Ba3' State and fnnii tliere removed tii Krie Countv,

N. Y., where he was one of the early settlers in

the town of Colden. Later, he settled in llamlmrg,

where he followed the trade of blaeksmithing and

remained until his decease in 1829.

Miss Martha Buxttm, the maiden name of our

subject's mother, was liorii in Rhode Island and,

surviving her liusbaiid many jears, died at the

home of her daughter, Mrs. Webster, in Poplar

Grove. He of whom we write was reared in his

native town, where he resided until 1848, and

then came liy the way of the Lakes to Chicago,

and thence liy teams to this county. Here he

entered a quarter-section of Coveriimeiit land in

what is now Boone Townshij), which was said to

be the last piece of Government land in this lo-

cality. He paid for this property with a soldier's

land warrant, whicii cost liini ^140. The estate

was placed under most excellent cultivation, and

five years later Mr. Wheeler sold out and iiur-

chased a tract one mile south of Poplar (irove.

He made that place his home for ten years, at the

end of which time he became the pro|)rietor of an

estate two and one-half niiics southeast in the

same township, which he occupied until 1888, the

year in which he moved to Poplar Grove.

November 2.3, 1857, Miss Harriet Ball and (jur

subject were united in marriage. They have be-

come the piarents of three childien: Frank, Helen

M. and Blanch. The father of .Mrs. Wheeler, Ed-

wai-d Ball, was l.iorn in Northboro, Worcester

County, M.ass., in .June. 18(17. His father, who

was also named Edward, it is thought, was born

on the same farm as his son and was descended from

one of four brothers who came to America from

England in an early day and located in what lias

since been known as Ball's Hill.

Grandfather Ball was a farmer and spent his

entire life in Northboro. The maiden name of

his wife was So|iliial'uffer, the daughter of Reuben

Puffer, who was a preacher and many years pastor

of the Congregational Church in Berlin, where he

spent his last years. The grandnnither of Mrs.

Wheeler died at the home of her daughter in

Northboro, Mass. Edward ISall was reared and

married m the above-named place and, being the

only son, inherited the old home farm, upon

which he resided until ISoG. the date of his com-

ing to Illinois. He located on a farm in Boone

Township, which consisted of two hundred and

forty acres, and resided there until his death in

.lune, 1889. The lady to whom he was married,

in iNIarch, 1835, was Miss Harriet, daughter of

Thomas Ha|)good. She was born in Marlboro,

Middlesex County, Mass., .lanuary 4, 1817. Her

father was a son of Thomas Hapgood, Sr., who

was of early English ancestry and married Lucy

Wood. The grandfather of Mrs. Wheeler w.as a

cariienter and died in Marlboro. The maiden

name of his wife was jMary Witt, who was born
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in what is now Hudson, Mass., and was tlie daugh-

ter of Ebenezer and Catherine (Goodenovv) Witt.

The motlier of Mrs. Wheeler is still living and

malies lier home in Poplar (irove. In his political

relations, our subject is a stanch Democrat.

^>-^^<m^ -5—

HARLES G. ALNEER,a member of the firm

of Alneer Bros., dealeis in all kinds of seeds

and plants, with headquiirters at No. 71(1

South Fourth Street, is one of the progressive young

business men of the city, and is upright and hon-

orable in all his business transactions. He has a very

pleasant home at No. 710 Kisii waukee Street, and his

brother Alfred, who is the junior member of the

firm, resides at No. 703 of the same street. Thcv be-

gan business in a small w.a}' in 1883, but met with

so much success aud encouragement that the}' grad-

ually increased their business, until they are now

classed among the flouiishiug and most reliable

seed merchants of the State.

Our subject came to this city in the year 1869,

was engaged with a seed merchant here for some

time, and subsequently he and his brother began

business on their own account. They have a large

trade all over the United States, the result of their

upright conduct in dealing with patrons and their

manner of advertising with fine illustrated cata-

logues. They make it a point to give a buyer just

what he buys, and no misrepresentation of goods is

allowed. Buyers may feel assured that their orders

will be filled with as good seeds, and at as reasonable

prices, as though they were jiresent. Their present

quarters are found to be inadequate for their large

and increasing business. They are now consider-

ing plans for a large and handsome block to be

erected for them, the entire building to be used by

them, in which to conduct their large seed and

plant business.

Charles G. Alneer was originally from Sweden,

born in Wester Gothland Province, December 23.

1856, aud came with the family to America in

1869. They came immediately to Rockford, 111.,

and there the father is still living, and on the

2'2d of December, 1891, was seventy-three ^-ears

old. He has been a tiller of the soil all his life.

The mother, whose maiden name was Anna Lind-

strom, died in 1874, when flft^-flve years of age.

She was a Lutheran in her religious belief, and her

husband is a member of that church.

Our subject was tlic >\xl\\ child and the eldest son

living of nine children bciru to his iiarents, of

whom five are living, all of whom are residents of

Rockford except one daughter, Carrie, who resides

in Chicago. The others are: Mary, wife of Charles A-

Anderson, who is in the employ of the Forest City

Furniture Company; Eva, widow of John Ekeberg,

who was formerly a cabinet-ni.aker, resides at No.

1014 Sixth Avenue, and Alfred (his partner in busi-

ness) married Matilda Stockenberg, of Rockford.

To Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Alneer have been born

two children. May and Raymond. Charles G.,

our subject, was married in this city to Miss

Eva Carlson, a nalixe of Sweden, who came

alone to the States in 187;"), leaving her par-

ents, who still reside in that country. To ^Ir. and

Mrs. Charles G. Alneer have been born two chil-

dren, both SOUS: C. Arthur and Walter II. He

and his wife hold meinbersliip in the F^irst Luth-

eran Church.

ANSOM BEECIIER. It is probalUe that no

resident of Winnebago Township is more

widely known than Mr. Beecher, a retired

farmer residing on section 21. He was

born in Putnam, Washington County, N. Y., Jan-

uar3' 22, 1821, and was a son of Isaac Beecher,

whose birth occurred in Connecticut in 1799. The

grandfather of our subject, David Beecher, it is lie-

lieved was also a native of the Nutmeg State,

where he was married to a Miss Hawkins. He

later removed to Vermont, in 1807, and was one

of the pioneers of Rutland County, purchasing a

tract of land in the town of Castleton, in addition

to which he kept a public house. He later emigra-

ted to New York State and settled in Putnam

Township. After the decease of his wife lie re-

turned to Connecticut, where he died.

The father of our subject was eight 3'ears of age

when his parents ren.oved to Vermont, and there

resided until reaching his majority, when he weut
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to Putnam, Washington County, N. Y., and loca-

ted upon a tract of land which his father had pre-

viously purchased. In 182G, he removed to Gene-

see County, buying timber land from the Holland

Purchase Companj', upon which he moved his fam-

ily the following year, making the triii by llie way

of the Chami)lain and Kiie Canal. Mr. lleecher

resided in Pembroke for live years and then re-

turning to Putnam, jnirchased a farm about one

mile from his father's residence, and which wa.s

beautifully located on Lake (ieorge. After a stay

of live years he sold out and relumed to \Crmont,

and lived for nine years in C'astleton. In 18iG,

Isaac Beecher came to Illinois and secured a tract

of Government land five miles soutli of Yorkvdle,

Kendall County. At the expiration of that time,

he made his advent into Winnebago County, pur-

chasing land in what is now Winnebago Township,

and a few years later he moved to Neliraska, locat-

ing in York County, where he purchased a home

and resided until his decea.se, September l".i, 1883.

The maiden name of his wife was IMinerva < iorham,

whose birth occuircd in Fairfield, \t., in .lanuary,

1799. She was the daughter of Hezekiali (Iorham,

and departed this life in York, Neb., in February,

18110, at the age of ninety-one years.

Ransom Beechei was the eldest of the four cliil-

dren born to his jjarents, his brotliers and sisters

being Charles, Betsej' R., and Daniel I. He v{

whom we write was fifteen years of age when his

parents moved to Vermont, ])rior to this time,

however, receiving a good education m the jiio-

neer schools of his native jjlace. He remembers

that his mother did all the cooking for the family

in an old-fashioned fireplace, and carded, spun and

wove the material for her children's clothes.

Our subject started i.iut in the world for himself

in 1845, and the fciUowing year came to Illinois

with the family, where he entered a tract of Gov-

ernment land, which was located about five miles

south of Yorkville. The first two years after his

settlement here, Chicago was the nearest market

for grain, which was conveyed thither liy means of

ox-teams. When the IMichigan iV- Illinois Canal

was completed, ISIorris, fourteen miles aw.ay, was

the nearest market, though he frequently went to

Joliet or Lockport, twenty miles away. In 1853,

he sold his land, one hundred acres, sixty of which

he had broken and fenced, for $10 per acre. He

then came to Winnebago Township, and, with his

brother Charles, bought two hundred acres of land

at $15 per acre, which was located on section 33.

The brothers continued together fora twelvemonth,

when they divided the estate, each taking cuie hun-

died acres, and farmed until 1863, when our sub-

ject sold his portion anil became the owner of a

tract on sections 13 and 21, of the same township.

There they resided until 1878, when he rented the

farm and removed to Winnebago village, where

he lived for five years, at the end of which time

he returned to the farm and spent the following

two years. Mr. Beecher then rented his estate and

bought his pleasant home on section 21, where he

is living retired.

]March 12, 1844, oursubject and Sarah A. Drake,

a native of Castleton, Vt., were united in marriage.

They are the parents of two children, Sarah E.

and Inez, E., the former of whom married George

Hollenbeck and is the mother of four children,

namely: William K.. Frank. ICllie A., and Artlia.

Inez married William T. Speaker, and has four

children: Clifford, Faith, Ethel, and an infant not

yet named. Mr. Beecher votes the Republican

ticket, and is greatly resi)ected in tliis localit}'.

^ I^ILLIAM H. SPICER, a native-born citizen

\n/// of Winnebago County, had his birth in

V^ Seward Township, August I.IKCI. He is

a son of George W^ Spicer, whose birth occurred

August 4, 1818, in Yates County, N. V., where he

resided until 1844, which was the date of his

advent into this county.

Here the elder Mr. Spicer took iqi the land

which is the present abiding-place of our subject,

and which contains two hundred acres of finely-

developed property. The mother of our subject

was, prior to her marriage, Lucy L. Hawkins; she

also was born in the iMiipire State, and is now
residing in Iowa with a son and daughter. Her

parents were from Germany, and passed away in

New York State when Sirs. vSpicer was very

young.
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The paternal grandfather of our subject came

from England to this country in an early day and

died near Rockford, this State. Grandmother

Spiccr was a native of Ireland, and spent her last

days with our subject. George VT. Sjiicer died in

this county November 27, 1884.

He of whom wc write had seven brothers and

sisters, one of tlie former dying when thirteen

years of age. He was married, December 10, 1890,

to Miss Abbie Albcrtus, who was born in Ridott,

Stephenson Count}-, this State, May 3, 1865. Slie

was a daughter of Peter and Tillie Albcrtus, who

emigrated from German^' and located in the

above-named county about forty years ago. The

father died in his sixty-sixtli 3'ear and liis wife

still lives on the old homestead near Freeport.

They were the parents of ten children, eight of

whom are living.

"William H. Spicer and his wife have one child, a

daughter, Lucy A., who was born October 4, 1891.

Like his father Ijcfore him, our subject is a Re-

publican in politics, and is looked upon as one of

the representative citizens of Seward Townsliip.

In company with one brother and his mother, lie

bought out the heirs of the old homestead, upon

which lie is residing and which lie is cultivating

with sii^nal success.

,^ IIARLES E. BROWN. Tliis gentleman, who

(ll n o^^'oed a fine farm of sixty-one and one-

^^^^ half acres, located one half mile from Rock-

ford, during the ''boom" of 1890 sold all of his

tract but seven acres, on which he is residing at

the present time. He is also the proprietor of an

excellent estate of three hundred and twenty-five

acres in Owen Township, Winnebago County,

which is operated by his son.

September 15, 1841, the birth of our subject oc-

curred in Jersey County, this State. He was one

of eleven children born to Mowry and Lucy

(Pease) Brown, the former a native of Rhode Is-

land. His grandfather, Joseph Brown, followed

farming pursuits in his native .State (Rhode Is-

land), where he passed the greater part of his life.

although his death occurred at tlie home of the

father of our subject in llliudis. Mowiy l>ri)\vn

was reared and educated in his native triwn and,

when choosing an occu|):Uion for himself, learned

the carpenter's trade, soon after which he cane to

the Prairie State, and located near Alton, follow-

ing his trade until 1838.

At that date, Mowry Brown made his advent in-

to Winnebago County, when most of tlie laud in

this section was owned by the (ioverninent and

the cit}' of Rockford was little more than a liam-

let. He prosecuted his trade in Rockford for a

time, then entering a tract of land in what is now

Owen Township, erected thereon a log cabin and

made that place his home for a luimljer of years.

As there were no railroads m this locality, and

Chicago was the nearest market, all the farm pro-

ducts were conveyed thither by means of ox-teams.

Mr. Brown carried on the carpenter's trade, at the

same time superintending the improvement of his

new home where he resided until his death.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Lucy Pease. She was born in Medina County,

N. Y., and now resides on the old homestead in

Owen Township. She was on a visit in Jerse}'

County, this State, when our subject was born, and

as he was an infant when his mother returned to

Winnebago County, he very naturally feels that

he is a native of this place. He has been a per-

manent resident of this county and has witnessed

its entire growth and development. In his early

days he attended the pioneer log schoolhouse,

which was furnished in the most primitive manner.

On attaining his seventeenth year, in company

with his brother George he rented a tract of land

in Owen Township and engaged in farming. They

also purchased a threshing-machine which they

operated with extraordinaiy success for a nunil)er

of years, and continued to work together until

about six j'ears previous to the marriage of our

subject. After celebrating that important event,

Mr. Brown became a fireman on an engine running

on the Atlanta tt Great Western Railroad, and

was thus engaged for a twelvemonth, when he lo-

cated on a tract of land which he had purchased in

Owen Township. He cultivated the soil for four

3-ears, then disposing of his estate, was employed
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in manufacturing' brick in e()in|)an3- with his

father and brothei-, (ipcratini;: toirether fur nine

j'ears.

Believing agriculture to he the most profitable

business in which lie couhl engage, Mr. I>ro\vn

purchased two hundred and forty acres of land

in Owen Township, where he cultivated tlie soil

for six years, and then Ijecaine proprietor of the

sixty-one and one-half acres located one-half mile

from Rockford and which has been mentioned

above.

December 27, IHGl. Mr. l>rown was married to

Miss Frances Mary Dnrritt, a native of Aulnirn,

Cayuga County, N. Y. Slic was one of seven chil-

dren born to C'harles and Laura (Remington) Bur-

ritt, the former a native of Bridgeport, Conn. Her

paternal grandparents, Eben and Polly Burritt,

were natives of the Nutmeg State, whence they

removed to New York State and located in the

town of Sennett, where the grandfather bought a

tract of timber land and followed farming pur-

suits until his demise.

In early manhood, Charles Burritt, father of

Mrs. Brown, removed to New York State, where he

purchased a farm in Ira, Cayuga County, and there

resided for a few years. Later, disposing of his

estate, he embarked in the hardware business in

Weedsport, and remained thus engaged until 1855,

when he caine to Illinois and settled on a tract of

partially-improved land in C)wen Townshij), Win-

nebago County. There lie continued to cultivate

his land and imi)rove the farm for many years.

He departed this life at the home of Mr. and Mrs.

Brown. His wile, whose maiden name was Laura

Remington, was, it is thought, a native of Con-

necticut. She removed to New York with her par-

ents at an early day and died on the home farm

in Owen Townshi|), Winnebago County. AVith

her husband, she was a faithful member of the

Second Congregational Church.

The six children born to Mr. Brown and his es-

timable wife are named as follows: Harry W., Nel-

lie L., Mabel F., Mowry C, Ralph E. and Maude
E. Harry W. married Miss Fannie M. Johns and
they are the parents of two children: Orville and
Aurilla. In political matters, Mr. Brown atliliates

with the Re[nibliean party and is known as one of

the most public-spirited citizens of the community.

He and his wife are ilevoted members of the Chris-

tian Union Church and are |)eo|)le of high social

standing in Rockford and vicinity.

In connection with this biographical notice, the

reader will notice a lithographic portrait of Mr.

Brown on another pnge.

i-^f^[

HARLES COMLY. A traveler through

Winnebago County sees many attractive

homes, not only in the thriving towns, but

in the agricultural districts, the evidences of enter-

prise crowned with success being plentiful on every

hand. In Seward Township stands a substantial

farm residence, around which good barns and other

outbuildings cluster and well-tilled acres stretch.

Everything about the place wears an air of neatness

and order and evidences of good taste, which mark

the occupants as people of intelligence, thrift and

culture. Investigation shows the estate to be owned

by Charles Comly and operated by his son Edwin.

The household comprises three generations and

the marvelous memory of vvhich our subject is

possessed at his advanced years is a cause for self-

congratulation.

The gentleman whose life it is our purpose to

outline in these brief paragraphs was born in jNIil-

ton, Northumberland County, Pa., October 22,

1814. He is a son of Thomas and Catherine

(Hunter) Comly, the former of whom was born

August 17, ni^lt, in Chester County, that State.

He was the son of Ezra and Hannah (Wedell)

Comly, and adecendant of one Henry Comly, who
came to this country from England in company

with William I'enn, in 1682. Henry Comly was

married, August 17, 1695, to Miss Agnes Heaton.

Thomas Wedell emigrated from Pmgland to the

United States in 1700 and was married, April 9,

1705, to Rebecca Williams. The mother of our

subject was born July 6, 1796, in Northumberland

County, Pa., and spent her last days in Lycoming

County, that State, her decease occurring when

seventy-six years of age. Ezra Comly was a lum-

ber merchant and died in Northumberland County,

Pa., when eighty years of age, his wife's decease
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occurring at tlie same place when in her eighty-

fourtli year. The grandfather of our subject was

a son of Henry and Agnes (Ileaton) C()nily.

The mother of our subject was tlie daugliter of

David and Isabella (Patterson) Hunter, the former

of whom was a native of Ireland and died when

sixt3--eight .years of age in Lycoming Clounty, Pa.,

leaving a wife and seven ehihhen. 'I'lic mother,

Isabella Hunter, was a native of tlie Keystone

State, and her demise occurred in Lycoming

County, at the age of sixty-six years. The Pat-

tersons were of Scotch-Irish descent, while the

Comlys are among old and prominent families of

the Lhiited States.

Charles C'omly of this sketch remained at home

until twenty-two 3'ears of age, when, December 8,

18.56, he was married in Union County, Pa., to

Miss Ludwig. His wife was born in Berks County,

that State, January ,5, 1816, and is the daughter of

Abram and Hannah (Bower) Ludwig, natives of

Pennsylvania, whose decease occurred in La Porte

County, Ind., at the respective ages of seventy-

eight and eighty years. The parents of Mrs.

Comly were of German descent and old residents

of Pennsj'lvania.

After his marriage, our sulijoct worked by the

month for four years, and then rented for three

years, when he was enabled to purchase sixty-four

acres of good land in Pennsylvania, which he cul-

tivated and resided upon until 1854. Then, dis-

posing of his acreage, Mr. Comly came to Winne-

bago County and located on his present farm of

one hundred and thirty-five acres, which was par-

tially improved at the time it came into his pos-

session. As before stated, the excellent buildings

on the farm have been the work of his enterprise,

and, in every sense of the word, he may be consid-

ered a model and modern fanner.

To Mr. and Mrs. Charles Comly have lieen born

ten children, one of whom is deceased. Those living

are Isabella, who was born August 1, 1840, and is

married and the mother of five children; Caroline,

born May 23, 1842, is married and has .seven chil-

dren; Hanna M., who was born December 23, 1844,

is married and has a family of four children;

Catherine, born November 18, 1845, is married and

has one child; Mary, born September 9, 1847, is

married and the mother of five children; Thomas,

who was born April 22, l.sl'.l, is single; Aliraham

L., born September IS. l<s.")v!, is the father of twc>

children; Charles II., born .laniiarv 27, 1856, has

one son; John B., who was born May 5, 1860, is a

physician and resides in Iowa; Edwin D., born May
14, 1863, married Miss Jennie Lincoln, and is the

father of a son and daughter. His wife was born

M,ay 28, 1867, and is a daugliter of William and

Lucy Lincoln. Our subject and his wife have

four great-grandchildren. The family are promi-

nent citizens of the county and were originally

(^)uakers. Air. Comly has a nephew who was a sol-

dier in the late war and who carried a ball <jver

twenty-two years.

GlEORGEVlCKKRS, now living retired in the

- village of Poplar (J rove, was for many

I
years a prominent farmer in Caledonia

Township, Boone County. He came hither at an

early day and has been instrumental in the general

upbuilding and perfecting of this section of country.

He has been the architect of his own fortune, seem-

ing to possess all the qualities necessary to pros-

perity, and is now living in a pleasant home that

promises to be a haven of rest and peace in his de-

clining years.

He of whom we write was liorn in Lancashire,

England, February S, LSI 7. His father, George

Viekers, was also a native of that shire, and his

grandparents, George and Isabelle Viekers, spent

their entire lives in P^nglaud.

The former-named gentleman was engaged in

the slate quarries of Lancashire, and in early

manhood was married to Frances Benson, also a

native of that portion of England. The maternal

grandparents of our subject, Robert and Ann Ben-

son, became the parents of four children who came

to America, namely: Robert and Joseph, who lo-

cated in this county; James, who is now residing

in Sioux County, Iowa, and the mother of our

subject.

George Viekers was reared on a farm in his na-

tive county, residing at home until 1843, when he

came to America, setting sail from Liverpool, April
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15, in the vessel ''Ohio" ami landinuon tlie shores

of the New World on tlie IMtli of iMa_y. He came

directly to Belvidere by way of the Hudson River,

¥A-\e Canal and the Lakes to C'liicaifO, thence over-

land by team to tliis county-, where lie arrived on

tlie 7tli of June. At tliat time Belvidere was a small

vill.agc on the north side of the river, and tlie

greater portion of the land in the county was in

the possession of the Government. His means be-

ing very limited, our subject immediately found

emplo^'ment and engaged to work out by tlie

month on farms, and in that manner saved enough

money to enable him to rent land. In 1^48, he

purchased eighty aore.s in LeKoy Township and,

erecting a log house on the place, commenced the

work of clearing and improving his property.

There were no railroads in the vicinity for some

time and Waukegan was the nearest market and

depot for supplies. t)ui' suljject lived on that place

until 18.t3, when he sold out and [nirchased in

Caledonia Townshii) and there he made his home
until 1887, the date of his removal to l'oi)lar

Grove.

February 1.5, 1840, tieorgc Vickers and Ellen,

daughter of .James and Mary (Steele) Postlethwait,

were united in marriage. Mrs. Vickers became the

mother of seven children, who are respectively',

Mary, Mrs. Marshall; George, William Robert,

John S., Josei)h; Frances E., Mrs. John Hartle\-,

and Frank. The wife and mother departed this life

in 1883, mourned by a large circle of friends and
acquaintances. Politically, our subject has been

prominently identified with the Democratic party,

and is a man of whom it is said that his word is as

iiOod as his note.

z<^\K()H(iK 1'FKNST!I^:L, who is now living a

'l| (=7 retired life at No. .506 North Third Street,

^^M '"'^s made liis home in Rockford since 18G2,

and is one of the worthy citizens that Germany
has furnished to Winnebago County. He was born

in Prussia, September 21, 18;!1, and is a son of

IMillet Pfenstiel, who died in his native land at the

age of seventy-one years. His mother has also

passed away and the only surviving members of

the family are our subject and his brother C.isper,

who is also living a retired life in Rockford.

Mr. Pfenstiel spent the days of his boyhood and

youth in the Fatherland, and in 1860 bade good-

bye to his old home, sailing from Bremen on the

17th of November. On reaching his destination,

he secured employment at whatever he could find

to do whereby he might earn an honest dollar.

After eighteen months he went to Cincinnati, Ohio,

and a year later came to Rockford. To various

enterprises lie has devoted his attention since lo-

cating in this citj', among which was the livery

business. His undertakings being successful, he

accumulated quite a valuable property which now
enables him to live a retired life. He owns some

good farming land in Illinois and some city prop-

erty, including a large brewery.

The lady who is now Mrs. Pfenstiel was formerly

Mrs. Charlotte Croneman. She was born near Ber-

lin, on the 17tli of May, 1829, and is a daughter

of Frederick and Louisa (I,oudwig) Bleger, natives

of Prussia. Her father there began life as a miller

and followed that occupation until called to his

final rest at the age of fifty-flve. His wife died

at the age of thirt3'-two years. Both were mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church. The grandfather,

Christ J. Bleger, served as a soldier under Napo-

leon Bonaparte. Of the family a sister of Mrs.

Pfenstiel is deceased, Mrs. Amelia Kahloff. Two
brothers, Henry and Rudolph, are yet residents of

(iermany.

Tlie wife of our subject acquired a good educa-

tion in her native tongue, and was the first of her

family to come to this country. She crossed the

Atlantic alone in 18.56, from Bremen to New York
City, and spent some months in the latter place.

In the early part of 18.57, she came to Rockford,

and the following year was married to Theodore

Croneman, a native of Hamburg, German}', who
came to this country in 1856. After his marriage,

he continued business in this city as a cabinet-

maker for three ye.ars, and then went into the fur-

niture business with A. C. Burpee, that connection

continuing for twelve years. His death occurred

in 1871, at the age of forty-one years. He was

one of the prominent German business men of
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Rockford, and a Democrat in politics. He held

merabersliip with the Germania Society, and was a

member of the Lutheran Cluircli. Mv. and Mrs.

Pfenstiel also belong to the Lutlierau C'luircli,and,

in his political afflliations, he is a Kepulilican. His

close attention to business, enterprise and good

management won for liim a liandsome competence

and he Is now enabled to live retired, resting in

the enjoyment of the fruits of former toil. He

has the respect of his many accjuaintances and has

a large circle of friends in this communilv.

^t'OHN W. WOLVEN. If a man's true char-

acter may be determined by the opinion of

those around him, that of Mr. Wolven is

irreproachable. By his habits of industry

and iH'udence, he has built up a good home for

himself and family, and acquired a competence for

his declining j'ears. He is progressive iu his ideas,

liberal and public-spirited, and in noting his sur-

roundings and the respect in which he is held in

Pecatonica, where he resides, it must be admitted

that he is in the possession of a large share of all

that makes life desirable.

The original of this sketch was born September

4, 1830, in Greene County, N. Y., and is the son

of Jacob and Elizabeth (Story) "Wolven, the former

of whom was born in Pennsylvania in 1800, and

died in Upper Canada, in the prime of life. His

wife, Elizabeth Story, had her birth November 6,

1810, in Greene County, N. Y., and was the daugh-

ter of Benjamin and Hannah Story, who spent

their last da3's in Minnesota. Her father was very

old at his death, and was widely known through-

out his community as one of the honored ()io-

neers.

Mr. Wolven of this sketch was one in a family

of four children, and remained at home until 1845,

his mother in the meantime having removed to

Racine, Wis., where he hired out for ¥4 per month.

He was thus employed for six weeks, and then en-

gaged with an uncle for a year, at the end of which

time he secured a position as cook on a lake vessel

at ^15 per month. He continued in that line of

work for two years, when he returned home and

12

spent the winter witli his mother, who had married

a second time, and was residing in Slieboygan,

Wis. John W. then spent the following two ycais

with his uncle, Silas Wright, vvorking on a farm

summers, and going to school winters.

Having saved a sum sutlicient to buy two yoke

of cattle, our subject, in the spring of 1845, bor-

rowed enough money to purchase two more 3oke,

and, in company with another man, was engaged in

breaking prairie. Continuing so employed for a

twelvemonth, Mr. Wolven operated alone during

the j'ear 1850, and the following spring came to

Winnebago Countv, where he had purchased land

the year previous for *150, it being a soldier's

claim. After sinking his money in the land, he

was very much discouraged by having his uncle

tell him that the property was W'orthless. But with

a determination to succeed, and with his habits of

industry and thrift, he managed his affairs so

wisely that he soon took an honorable place

among the farmers of his community.

Upon first locating on his new ])ri:iperty, Mr.

Wolven had 12.50 in his pocket, four 3'oke of cat-

tle, a wagon and plow, and was obliged to pay

$1.50 per week for board for himself and dog. The

§2.50 spoken of, he had earned by hauling wheat

from Bloomfield to Kenosha, Wis., a distance of

fift}' miles. When that money was gone, he was

so fortunate as to get a job at breaking prairie, his

pay being an order on the store iu Freei)ort. He
next broke twelve acres for a Mr. William Moore,

for which he received an old cow, and from that

time on liad plenty to do. He later engaged to

work in a harvest field where an old Smith reaper

was in operation. His duty was to pitch grain off

the reaper, which should have been the work of

two men, and as a compensation for his labors, re-

ceived $1.50 a day. In the fall Mr. Wolven cut

and stored wild hay and then started for Pecaton-

ica and hired out with his four yoke of cattle on

the railroad.

October 1, 1855, Miss Juliet ]\Iartin, who was

born June 12, 1836, iu New York, became the wife

of our subject. She was a daughter of David and

Hannah Martin, who located in this section in the

'30s, and died in Seward Township, this county.

Mrs. Juliet Wolven departed this life November
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11, 1879, leaving a family of four children, three

of whom are living: Edwin .1., .lessie and (TCorgie.

twins.

Tlie second marriage of our subject occurred

August 10, 1881, at which time Miss Ida, daughter

of Charles and Matikla Lnmli, became his wife.

The lady was born in IS;")!), in Minnesota, where

her parents were ]iioneers, and arc still residing

there. Mr. AVolven has accumulated a handsome

property in both farms and city lands, and it is his

desire to lead a retired life in the village, but his

keen knowledge of business and public enterprise

make him a man much sought after. lie is at the

head of the Pccatonica shoe factory, is interested

in a large creamery, and otherwise takes an active

part in business circles, and bids fair to reach a

still higher place than that which he has already

attained. In politics, he is a strong Republican,

and is the incumbent of the office of Supervisor,

which he has held for several years, and, by his

intelligence and good judgment, has benefited the

community.

"^ OHN M. KERN. As a practical tailor of

the highest skill, Mr. Kern has no superior

in the city, and for excellence of workman-

l}^/ ship and artistic skill and finish, lie has

earned a well-deserved reputation. lie has fol-

lowed his trade ever since he reached mature j'ears

and with such substantial results that he is now
the owner of a fine home at No. 512 Hill Street,

and another fine house on that lilock. He has been

a resident of Rockford since 1869, and has ever

followed his trade, part of the time on his own

account, but most of the time has been employed

by different tailoring establishments.

He was born in Wurtemberg, Germany. May 6,

1833, and was well educated in the schools of his

native country. He served an apprenticeship at

his trade, and in 1847, he and a brother and sister

took passage for the United States, arriving in New
York Cit}' in May of that year. They went im-

mediately to Detroit, INIich., where the brother is

now living, engaged as a cabinet-maker, but the

sister, Catherine, died in Detroit two weeks later.

of cholera. From Detroit our suliject went to On-

tario, Canada, but later returned to the States and

became a resident of Illinois.

His marriage to Miss .Sophia Nelson, a native of

Wester Gothland Province, Sweden, born February

13. 1844, was solemnized in Geneva, 111., and to

them have been born nine children who are as

follows: Georgie, who was accidentally 'drowned

in Rock River when eight years of age; Alljert,

who died when j'oung; Charles C, a farmer of

Ogle County, 111., who married Miss Mary Han-

cock; Emma P. married Edward Rayney, who is a

finisher in a piano f.actory of Chicago; Julia O.,

married Edward Lorden, and now resides at home;

Anna H., at home, is a seamstress and dressmaker;

Amanda M., Victor E., and Mabel L., at home.

After the death of her father, Mrs. Kern, her mother,

two sisters and a brother came to the United States

and settled in Geneva, 111., where the mother and

brother died. The three sisters then came to Rock-

ford, and one of them, Mrs. Lawn Anderson, after-

wards died in Elgin. The only sister now living-

is Mrs. Andrew IloUem, of Rockford.

Mr. and Mrs. Kern are identified with the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, and, in politics, he is inde-

pendent. He and his wife are classed among the

best citizens of Rockford and have a host of warm
friends.

j^^ ELVEY K. BLODCETT, Treasurer and

^^^ stockholder of the Coon Creek Cheese

\J\ji) Eactoiy, is at present residing in Rockton

Township, Winnebago County, where he

has a large dairy farm. He had his birth in Beloit,

Wis., June 10, 1838, and was the first white

male child Ijorn there. His father, S. K. Blodgett,

Sr., was born in the Empire State in 1812, where

he was reared to farming pursuits.

The grandfather of our subject, Caleb Blodgett,was

a native of New York Slate and came West to Be-

loit, Wis., in 1835, from Ohio where he resided for

sometime. His death occurred in Beloit in 1842,

at the age of fifty-five years. He had been twice

married and was the father of ten children by his
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liist union. Tlie niotlier of our subject bore the

maiden name of Maliala Norris, a native of Penn-

sylvania; she met and married Mr. Blodgett in Ohio

and removed with liim to Beloit in 1840, where

her husband was engaged in farming and stock-

raising for five years. Later he came to Winne-

bago County, and in Rockton Township bought a

tract of land on section 22 for which he traded

stock. He resided here for about eight years and

was extensively engaged in stock-raising, having

at one time as man}' as three hundred head. In

1848, however, he returned to Beloit and was en-

gaged in the butchering business, which, like all his

previous ventures, proved very successful. He con-

tinued in that line until 1853, when be crossed the

plains with a team in company with others, his

partner on the journey-being Abram Rivers. He
was absent from home about twelve months and,

returning by the Panama route, again engaged in

the grain and stock business in Beloit. Five or six

years later, he established as miller and at the end

of eight years was enabled to retire with a hand-

some competence. His life was quite eventful as

he was a pioneer of three States, to sa^' nothing of

California, l)ut his energy and indomitable will

carried him through many hardships, .and resulted

in his attaining a high place among his fellow-men.

He left at his death an estate of thirteen hundred

acres and much personal propertj^, dying in the

spring of 1881 when sixty-nine years of age.

Our subject was the second of his father's family,

and had a brother and two sisters. Eleanor died

when nine years of age, and those living are Will-

iam, who is engaged in the milling business in

Beloit; Selvey K., our subject, and Sabra H., now
Mrs. F. S. Fentou, also residing in Beloit, whose

' husband is a retired druggist. The mother of our

subject died in the fall of 1885 in her seventy-third

year.

He of whom we write passed the j-ears from eight

to eighteen attending school in Beloit, at the end

of which time he engaged in the milling business

with his father. He continued to be thus emi)lo.yed

for seven years, when on account of impaired

health he crossed the plains to California, where

he worked in the mines, and was engaged in the

stock business for two years. Returning home at

the expiration of that time, he came with bis father

to Winnebago County, and localod uiiou the tr.act

which is his present abiding-place and which was

then owned by his father.

Mr. Blodgett of this sketch was married in tlii'

winter of 1870 to Miss Helen M. Bullis of Avon.

Wis., and to them were born two daughters: Ella

and Delia. Mrs. Helen Blodgett de|>arted this life

in April, 1871, when only twenty-four 3ears of age,

and our subject later married Miss Adeline Miller,

of Rockton, this State. To them have been granted

a family of five children: Harry. p]lmer, May, P>inraa

and Selve}-, the eldest thirteen and the j'oungest six

3-ears of age. Mrs. Blodgett passed to the land be-

yond in August, 1887, in her thirty-second year.

The original of this sketch is not interested in

politics other than to cast his vote for Democratic

candidates. His second wife was a devoted mem-
ber of the Congregational Church, l)Ut he rather

leans toward Methodist principles. Mr. Blodgett

is a stock-raiser, and has made a specialty of rais-

ing mules for the past twenty years, and has made
a reputation throughout this part of the State. He
also has on his place fine Durham cattle, and though

he has experimented in other breeds, they are his

favorites. As before stated, he is a stockliolder in

the Coon Creek Cheese Factoiy and keeps on his

place about fifty milch cows. At one time he built

a creamer}' on his own farm which was later aban-

doned. With his house, which is a most comfortalile

dwelling, large and ample barns, sheds and other

outbuildings, he has quite a village of his own,

which is beautifull}' located a short distance from

the public highway. His influence is felt for good

in the communit}', where he is respected for his

sterling character and true neighborl}- kindness.

3^^-

WILLIAM F. PELLEY was born on the

farm he now owns and occupies in Rock-

„ ^ ford Township, Winneb.ago Countj', Jan-

nary 8, 1849. His father, .John Pelley, was one of

the pioneers of this eiuinty, having come hither

at an earl}' day from London, E^ngland, where the

grandparents of our subject spent their entire

lives.
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John Pelley entered the naval service of tlie

British army when seventeen years of age, and af-

ter serving a period of seven years, came to Amer-

ica in com pan 3' with liis brotliers, Stei)lien, Joseph

and George, the two farmer locating near Water-

loo, Iowa, and the latter in Newfoiuidland. The

elder Mr. Pelley made his liouu' in Canada, wliere

he met and married Amy Bodine, a native of the

Dominion. Her i)arents, Abram and Zillah Bodine,

hailed from Pennsylvania, where they were well-to-

do residents.

The father of our subject came with his family

to AVinnebago County, making the journey over-

land with an ox-team. His means being very

limited at that time, besought and found employ-

ment in a stone quarry during the winter season

at twenty-five cents per day and the rest of the

year was employed on a farm. When he came to

Rockford, the surrounding country was sparsely

settled, and wild animals roamed at will where the

city is now located. In 1845, he purchased eighty

acres of the land now included in the farm owned

by our subject, paying for the tract $450. He was

very successful in his operations and at the time

of his decease was the owner of one hundred and

thirty-flve acres, clear of all indebtedness. Mr.

Pelley died in March, 1876, and his good wife, who
survived him a number of year.s, passed away in

1881. Five of their children are now living: Or-

rin, .Sarah, John T., William F. and jMary.

Williaui F. Pelley was reared and educated in

his native town and commenced very young to

assist his father on the farm. When the latter

first came to the count}-, Chicago was the nearest

market, and as there were no railroads in the vicin-

ity, the entire trip of one hundred miles was made
by ox-teams. After the death of his pjarents, our

subject bought the interest of the other heirs in

the homestead which he now owns and occupies.

January 8, 1877, Mr. Pelley and Nora Nolen
were united in marriage. The lady was born in

the town of Allegany, Cattaraugus County. N. Y.,

and is a daughter of James Nolen, a native of

County Wexford. Ireland. His brother W.alter

and sisters, Ellen and Ann. were the only members
of his father's family to cnme to America. The
father (if Mrs. Pelley followed the trade of a tan-

ner in Allegany for about twenty years, and on

coming to Rockford in 1867, resided here for two

years and then purchased a farm in Ogle County,

where his death occurred in IMarch, 1869. The

maiden name of his wife was Nora Delaney, a na-

tive of Dublin, Ireland, and the daughter of

Thomas Delaney; she died on the home farm. Mrs.

Pelley and her sister, INIrs. I'. 1). ;\Iuri)hy, are the

only members of the family living. Our subject

and his wife have five children: John W., James

Francis, Mary Amy, Maggie E. and Lillie E.

^Tr=?) DWARD H. DAVLS, a member of the firm

K^ of E. H. Davis & Co., upholsterers and

'L^^ dealers in furniture,with business quarters at

No. 329 South Main .Street, is a young man of push,

enterprise and reliabilitj', and one who has stand-

ing in business and social circles. This coni])any

consists of our subject and his father, John H.

Davis, and has been in operation in this city for

the past fourteen years. Both gentlemen are pop-

ularly known in business circles, and the house is

one of the m'ost reliable, responsible, substantial

and representative in its line in the city. The
senior Davis is an expert in all matters pertaining

to his business, while the junior member of the

firm combines his vigor and ability with the ripe

experience of his father to forma firm of command-

ing influence, wide popularity and solid worth.

Edward H. Davis was boi'u in this city on the

1st of March, 1850, and from an early age was

trained to the business of an upholsterer. He is of

Welsh descent, his paternal great-great-grandfather

being a Welsh tailor who died after coming to

America. The latter's son and the great-grand- >

father of our subject, David Davis, was a native of

New Hampshire and during his youth experienced

many hardships and much ill usage. Atone time,

when about fourteen years of age, he was treated

with so much harshness and cruelty that he enlisted

in the Revolutionary War, and was in many of the

prominent engagements against the British. Dur-

ing the time he was in service he was taken sick

with the small-pox. His early advantage fou ob-

taining an education being ver}' meager, he tried
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to get some schooling without an instructor and

learned to read after he was married. He perse-

vered in his studies and became a profound thinker,

a great reasoner and a man of fine intellect. He

had a most retentive meniorj- and retained it until

his death when eighty-eight j-ears of age. He owned

a good farm and passed the last years of his life in

comfort and happiness.

His son and the grandfather of Edward H. Davis

(our subject), John Davis, was a native of New
Hampshire and a farmer of Cornish where he passed

his entire life, dying when seventy-two ye.ars of

age. He had married a Connecticut lady, a Miss

Hannah Brown, who came of English ancestr}-, and

who preceded him to the grave.

.John H. Davis, Jr., father of our subject, was

born in New Hampshire, March 9, 1820, and was

educated in Kimbal Union Academy, where he was

prepared to enter college. He was a teacher of

penmanship for a number of years before he came

West, and was married in his native town to Miss

Sarah Edmonson, a native of Cornish, N. H., and of

New England stock. In 1849, Mr. Davis and his

young bride emigrated to Illinois and settled in

Chicago for a sliort time. They later took passage

for Rockford and after a long and tiresome journey

landed in that cit}'. Mr. Davis began learning the

carpenter and cabinet-maker's trade, and worked in

the first furniture factory in the city. He also as-

sisted in putting in the old dam on the Rock River

at this place, and some of the old houses now stand-

ing were built by him. Mr. Davis has lived a quiet,

uneventful life, and for the past fifteen years has

been very successful. He is an Independent Dem-
ocrat in his political views. He lost the sharer of

his joys and sorrows, his worthy wife, in 1855,

when she was about middle age. She was the

mother of two children: Edward H. (our subject),

and Dannie, who became the wife of Alfred La

Point, a machinist and mechanic in the Forest City

Furniture Factory, this city.

Mr. Davis took for his second wife Miss Marj'

Case, a native of New York, of New Jersey paren-

tage. She died young, leaving two children: John,

who married a Miss ]\Iaine and now resides in

Chicago, and Sar.ah, who became the wife of Fred

Pfamstiel. a barber of Rockford. Mr. Davis' third

marriage was to Angeline La Point, a native of Mil-

waukee, whose parents were from New York State.

Her father, John LaPoint. built the lirst Udusc in

Milwaukee, and w.as a pioneer of tliat city. He

came to Rockford in 1855, and here iiis death oc-

curred a number of j'cars later. His wife had passed

away a number of years before. She was a native

of Troy, N. Y. Mr. LaPoint was a sash, door and

blind manufacturer in Rockford for many years.

Mr. and Mrs. John II. Davis have no children by

this union. They are intelligent and mucii esteemed

people.

Our subject has been a resident of Rockford all

his life and was wedded in this city to Miss Fannie

Green, also of Rockford. He is a fine musician and

for years was one of the old Forest City Band, the

same being known as tlie Berdea A' Davis Orchestra,

which was the oldest band in the citj- and the lead-

ing one for years. It is now extinct, however. Mr.

Davis and his estimable lady reside at No. 101)2

Grant Avenue, where they have a very nice, tasty

home.

EBASTIAN FICKES, a retired agriculturist

and a gentleman of broad aud comjirehen-

']} sive experience and observation, is at pres-

ent residing in the village of Shirlaud.

which has been his place of residence for the past

twelve years. He is a native of Pennsylvania,

having been born in Cumberland County, in 1818.

He is a son of Abraham Fickes, also a native of

the Keystone »State, who removed in 183.3 to Sum-

mit County, Ohio, where ho made his Imme until

1846,' the date of his advent into Wiiineliago

County.

The father of our subject was accompanied to

this State Viy our subject and his bride, he having

been married in 1844 to Miss Caroline Seely, a na-

tive of Summit County, Ohio. The young cnuple

located upon an eight3'-acre tract of land which

Mr. Fickes sold in a few years, and became the

owner of a quarter-section adjoining that property.

His wife died in 1863, leaving a son, j\Iiles.

The second marriage of our subject, which was

celelMated in 1.S70. united liiin with IMrs. Sarah
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(Fitch) Case, the daughter of Abner Fitch, of Con-

necticut, who was born in IT'.IO and died while

residing in Chautauqua County. N. Y.. in 1873.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Eunice

Brownell, had lier birth in Bennington, Yt., and her

death occurred in Stockton, N. Y., in 18G2, at the

age of three-score and ten years. Their family

included tliirteen children, five sons and eight

daughters, seven of whom are still living. Black-

man Fitch, a brother of our subject's wife, was

a volunteer soldier from Chautauqua County in

Company E. One Hundred and Fifty-fourth New
Y''ork Infantry, and served through the entire

struggle. He was witli "Old Tocumseh" on his

niai'cii through Georgia, at wliicli time he received

a sliiihl llesli wound. He is at present residing in

Cliautanqua County, where he is held in high

esteem. A sister of Mrs. Fickes, IMrs. Eliza Hunt,

resides .at Grand Rapids, Mich., where her son is

engaged with a barrel and stave company.

The paternal grandparents of our subject were

Martin and Betsey (Michel) Fickes, botli natives of

Adams County, I'a. The maiden name of our

subject's mother was Betsey Wonder, a native of

York County, Pa., and the daughter of Se.b.astian

and Sarah (Day) Wonder. They became the par-

ents of three sons an<l nine daugliters, and departed

this life at the respective ages of fifty-four and

eighty-four ye.ars, the father dying in York County,

Pa., and the mother in Venango County, that

.State.

The parental family of our subject numliered ten

children, one of whom died when very young. Mr.

Fickes comes of a hearty, athletic race, and he and

his son Miles, thougli not sporting men, have won
considerable fame in their community for their

marvelous strength. The son is a prominent farmer

in Sliirland Township, yet is a famous sprinter, and

cduld lie have traveled would seldom have found

his equal for running one hundred yards. He is

married to Miss Eva Kimban,of Winnebago County.

The original of this sketch resided at home until

twentv-five years of age, and as the result of a life

of industry and prudence is the proud possessor of

an excellent estate of two hundred and fortj^-flve

acres, in addition to which he has a comfortable

residence and several lots in the village. He has

been an active member and liberal supporter of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and likewise gener-

ousl}' contributes to all measures that promise to

be for the advantage and improvement of that por-

tion of the country in which he lives.

Mrs. P'ickes became the mother of a son .and

daughter by her first husband: Carrie, Mrs. Fr.ank

Morgan, of Rockford, ami Chailes W. of the same

place.

'~a)^^

^ BARREN E. FYLER. Probably in the his-

\/\/il ^*^''y °^ ^''^ representative business enter-

^//^ prises of Durand, no more worthy example

can be found of what may be accomplished by en-

ergy, integrit}' and well-directed efforts, th.an is so

strikingly' exemplified in the successful career of

the enterprise conducted by Mr. Fyler, dealer in

grain, and representing that business in Durand.

A resident of Winncb.ago Count}' since l.SCl, Mr.

Fyler removed hither from Oswego CV)unty, N. Y.,

where he was born Marcli 26, 1846. He is the

son of Lorenzo and Cordelia (Wiltse) Fyler, and in

1861 accompanied the other members of the

parental family to Roscoe, 111., where his father is

engaged in the drug business. The childhood da3-s

of our subject were passed on a farm, and when

not occupied with his school duties, he was indus-

triously aiding in tilling the soil and improving

the home place. March 8, 1864, he came to

Dur.and, where he was employed as clerk for

Andrew Ashton, a general merchant, for three

years, and for one year afterward he had charge of

a wholesale notion wagon.

After spending one year in Chicago, where he

had charge of a roofing factory, Mr. F3'ler returned

to Winnebago County, and for three 3'ears ran

a notion w.agon, after which he again entered the

emplo}' of Andrew Ashton. In 1882, he associated

Peter Patterson .as partner, and under the firm

name of Patterson ct Fyler, engaged in a general

mercantile business, also dealing in grain and live

stock. Their freight charges amounted to 16,500

annually, and their business was extensive and

lucrative.

In 1884, Mr. Fyler engaged in the grain trade
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alone and one year later settled on a farm, which

he cultivated for a time. In 1887, he went to

Omaha, where for several months he was emplo.yed

b3' an abstract firm. From that city he proceeded

to Plymouth, Iowa, wliere he had charge of a store

for about six months. Returning to Durand,

he traded property for the elevator, which he still

owns, and has ever since been successfully engaged

in the grain trade.

January' 21, 1874, Mr. Fyler and ]Miss Charlotte

G., daughter of D. E. Adams, were united in mar-

riage. They are the parents of three children,

namely: Katie, who died at the age of six months,

Mabel, who is at home, and Frank, who died when

five years old. In his political belief, Mr. Fyler is

a Repuliliean, and h.as been called by his fellow-

citizens to occupy positions of trust, having served

as Supervisor of Durand and in other local oftices.

He is a Thirty-second Degree Mason, and a mem-
ber of Durand Lodge No. 30, F. & A. M., of

which he is Master; Freeport Chapter No. 23, R.

A. M.; Freeport Commander^- No. 7, K. T., and

Freeport Consistory, Scottish Rite. He and his

amiable wife are highly esteemed for their fine per-

sonal traits of character, and occupy a warm pl.ace

in the regard of the people among whom they have

spent the greater portion of their lives.

LINTON HELM, U. D. Among the suc-

cessful professional men of Rock ford, there

is probably no one more perfectly in sympa-

thy with that public spirit which has contributed

to the progress of the city than the subject of this

biographical notice. Persevering and energetic in

whatever direction his efforts have been turned,

material success is not the greatest of his achieve-

ments, for he has gained what is even better—the

highest respect of the best men of the State and
the confidence of all who know him.

The office of this skillful phj'sician and surgeon

is located at No. 107 N. West Street, and the

Doctor has made his home in Rockford since 1878,

enjoying a large and lucrative practice. Prior to

locating here, he practiced his profession at Beloit,

Wis., for eight years and also spent some time as a

practitioner in Ogle County, this State, at Oregon

and B3'ron, commencing at the former place in

1852, after graduating in the medical department

of the State Universit\- of Iowa at Keokuk. Dur-

ing the 3'ears of his practice, he has made liis pro-

fession financially remunerative and has \\<m a

warm place in the esteem of his patients.

Before mentioning more full}' the events of im-

portance in tlie life of Dr. Helm, it may not be

amiss to record briefly a few facts with reference

to his parentage. Woodhull Helm, his father, was

familiarly known as Captain, on account of service

in the State militia. He w.as born in Orange

County, N. Y., in 1777, and belonged to a pioneer

family of the Kiii[iire State, whose lineage was

tr.aced to England and Ireland. A nephew of our

subject, ,]. C. Helm, Supreme .Judge of Colorado,

has shown, from facts which he has gathered, that

tlie faniil}' in England had a coat of arms, and
its members were prominent in that country.

Capt. Helm by a former marriage Ijecame the fa-

ther of two sons and one daughter, now deceased.

Miss Lucy Ruggles, of Worcester Countj-, Mass.,

whose ancestors had been American citizens through

several generations and figured prominently in

the Revolutionary War, became the third wife of

Capt. Helm. Six children were liorn of this union,

all deceased but our subject and Alfred. The latter

went to California in ISol, operated there as a

miner and later published a paper for some j'ears.

lie is now a resident oC Carson Cit}', Nev., and has

been Clerk of the Supreme Court of that State.

In 1835, Capt. Helm brouglit his famil^y to Illi-

nois and settled in Jersey County, whence two years

later he removed to Ogle Count}' and entered

Government land, locating upon it when it came

into market. There he died in 1S45, when sixty-

eight j'ears old. His wife survived him several

years and attained to the advanced age of eighty-

four years, passing awaj' in Tama County, Iowa.

This worthy couple were faithful members of the

Congregational Church, and were highly esteemed

wherever they were known.

It was during the residence of his parents in

Schoharie County, N. Y., in 1829, that Clinton

Helm was born. He w.as }'et young when he ac-
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companied bis parents to Illinois, and his education

was principally- gained in the academy at Rock-

ford. In this city, he commenced to read medi-

cine niidcr Dr. Lucius Clark, a skilled phj-sician

whose reputation was extended througliout the

surrounding' country. His studies were afterward

prosecuted with diligence at Keokuk, where he

completed the course of lectures.

The marriage of Dr. Helm united him with iMiss

Hannah >S., daughter of David R. and Polly

(Moore) Po.yneer, of French descent. Her parents

came West in middle life and settled in Iowa,

where they spent their closing years and died

when quite old. Their two sons still reside in the

Ilawkeye State, Edward being engaged as a grocer

and Alfred, the present Lieutenant-Governor of

the State. Jlrs. Helm was highly educated in her

native State, Connecticut, and was an efficient and

successful teacher prior to her marriage. She is a

lady of superior in telligence .and active, benevolent

s|)irit, and is a faithful member of the Second

Congregational Church, to which the Doctor also

belongs.

Dr. and Mrs. Helm are the parents of six chil-

dren, as follows: IMinnie E., wife of E. J. White,

a real-estate agent of Chicago; Lucy G., who mar-

ried Allen R. Rea, of Rockford, manager of IJarnes

Manufacturing Company; Clinton, who married

Miss Jennie Sacket, of this city, and resides on

AValnut Street in Rockford, where he follows the

profession of dentistry; F. Eva, formerly a teacher

but now at home, whose ability .as an artist, and

especially in the use of the air-brush in portrait

work, has won the commendation of able critics;

Harry S., superintendent of the llouring mills at

Jamestown, N. Dak.; Willis C., who is in the Hale

Elevator Works. The children arc well educated,

and Eva and Willis are college graduates.

During the late war. Dr. Helm was appointed bj-

Gov. Yates Surgeon of the Ninety-second Illinois

Infantry, September 4, 1862, and was with his regi-

ment in all its marches and battles until Septem-
ber 20, 1863, at Chattanooga, Teun. He was then

taken prisoner l.)y the rebels and cast into Libby
Prison, wliei'c he endured all the terrible experi-

ences of that pLace for two months. He was

exchanged November 21 and realizes that it was

his early exchange alone which saved his life.

During the last year of his service, he was on the

staff of Gen. Killpatrick, when he was often ex-

posed to the enemy's fire and stood close by his

commanding officer, who received several wounds.

June 21, 1865, he was honor.ably discharged and

returned to his home with a war record of which

his friends may justly be proud. Brave and cour-

ageous, no danger harmed him and he shrank from

no peril however imminent it might seem. He is

a member of (;. L. Nevins Post No. 1, (J. A. IJ.

and is a stanch Republican in his political belief.

"^fjOHN BACKUS, deceased, was born in Cat-

skill, N. Y., in 1814, and came of an old

^,^ , New P'ngland family of English descent.

y^fJ He learned the tinner's trade in New York

City, and when a young man went to New Jersc}'.

It was while residing in the Empire State that he

married Miss Theodosia G. Patterson, who was

born in Northumberland County, Pa. She lost

her parents when very young and has no recollec-

tion of them. She was only seven years old

when she was taken to Steuben County, N. Y.,

where she was carefully reared and educated.

When quite young, she became a teacher, but gave

up that profession on her marriage.

It was in 1854 that Mr. Backus and his wife

came to the West and made a settlement in Win-

nebago County, 111., where he secured a farm two

miles from the city limits of Rockford. There he

made his home for some years, but afterward went

to Chicago, where he resided for six years. On
his return to this county, he loc.ited in Rock-

ford, where he continued to make his home until

his death. He lived an upright and worthy life,

true to ever}' trust reposed in him, and was a con-

sistent and faithful member of the Methodist

Church. In politics, he was a supporter of Re-

publican principles, but never sought or desired

political preferment for himself. He passed away

at his home on Grant Avenue in 1880, respected

by all who knew him.

Mrs. Backus was a true helpmate to her hus-

band. Since his death her life has been devoted
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to the promotion of all intoiosts calculated to ad-

vance tlie general welfare. She lias been con-

nected with various religious movements and

moral reforms, and is a prominent temperance

worker, being President of the Woman's Cliris-

tian Temperance Union of this city, which has a

membership of two hundred. She has man)' times

served as its delegate to the State conventions, and

was twice a delegate to the National convention.

The poor and needy find in her a true friend

and, prompted by her benos'olent spirit, she has

given liberally <.if her means to worth}' charities.

The Court Street Methodist Church finds in her a

faithful and active member, and her good works

have made her well known and greatly beloved

throughout this community.

II^ANIEL E. FOOTE, M. D., is one of the

I jjj
leading physicians of Belvidere and one

^J^ of the oldest practitioners of the city. He
was born in Otselic, Clienango County,

N. Y., April 7, 1828. His father, Justin Foote,was

born in Smj'rna, N. Y., November 22, 1803, and

was a direct descendant of Nathaniel Foote, a

native of England, who emigrated to America, ac-

companied b\' his family. He located in Weathers-

Held, Conn., and was made one of its freemen in

1633. He died in 1644, at the age of fifty-one.

His sou Nathaniel, the next in direct descent, died

in 16.55; the third also bore the name of Nathaniel.

He married Margaret Bliss, of Springfield, Mass.,

and died January 13, 1TQ3. Their son Nathaniel

wedded Ann Clark, of Lebanon, Conn., and after

her death married Hannah Coleman, of Colchester,

Conn. He died April 20, 1774, at the age of

ninety-two. Daniel Foote, the next in direct de-

scent, was born February 6, 1717, and married

Margaret Parsons, a daughter of Ebcnezrr Parsons,

of Springfield, Mass. He passed dway in Colches-

ter, Conn., December 27, 1801, in iiis eighty-sixth

year.

Hon. Isa.ac Foote, great-grandfather of our sub-

ject, was the next in direct descent. He was born

in Colchester, Conn., January 4, 1745, and in 1795

removed to New York, locating in what is now the

town of Smyrna, Chenango County. He secured

the organization of that county, while serving as

a member of the State Legislature in 17IIS. He
was appointed the first Judge of the Court of

Common Pleas and General Sessions. In ISOII, he

was elected State Senator for four years. In IHOd.

he resigned his position of Judge anil retired to

private life. He died on liis farm in the town of

Smyrna, February 26, 1842, at the age of ninety-

seven. His wife was Mary Kellogg, a daughter of

Jonathan Kellogg. She was born May 30, 17(;8,

and died at the age of eighty-two years. Their

children reached the ages of fifty-three, seventy-

five, ninety-two, ninety-three and ninety-eight

years, respectively.

Isaac Foote, grandfather of our subject, was liorn

in Stafford, Conn., April 18, 177(;. Throughout

his life he followed farming. lie went to New
York and was appointed agent for the sale of the

Lawrence and Livingston lands. He served as

Constable, Collector, Deputy Sheriff and Sheriff,

and was a prominent citizen of the commuuity.

He spent his last years in the village of Norwich.

In politics, he was a Whig, was a member of the

Congregational Church and enjoyed the confidence

and high esteem of the public. Justin Foote,

father of the Doctor, was reared and educated in

Smyrna, N. Y., and made farming his life work.

While assisting in raising a building, he met his

death by accident, June 19, 1834. His wife liorc

the maiden name of Irene TVarner, and was a

daughter of Samuel Warner. After the death of

Mr. Foote, she became the wife of Horatio Sey-

mour, Esq., of Alexander, N. Y. Her last days

were spent in the home of our subject. She reared

five children: Harriet E., who died at the age of

twenty-one; Fannie Irene, who was a student in

Alexander College, and died at the age of seven-

teen; Justin Hiel, who was engaged in merchan-

dising in Belvidere and died at the age of twenty-

four; and Samuel, who resides in Scranton, Pa.

The Doctor was the second in order of birth.

He was reared in his native count}', and acquired

an academic education, after which he turned his

attention to the study of medicine, and for six

years was a student with Dr. Hyde, Professor of

Surgery in the Sjracuse Medical College. He
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gi-aduated from the Buffalo Medical College in the

Class of ','jl, receiving his diploma from Millard

Fillmore, tlien President of the United States and

Chancellor of the college. He was engaged for a

year with his preceptor and then went to Newark

Valle_y, wliere ho remained until 1854, when he

came to Belvidere and has here lieen in .active

practice continuously since.

In Jul3', 1853, Dr. Foote married Martlia E. Up
De Graff, who was born in Vestal, Broome County,

N. y., and is a daughter of William B. and Nancy

(Morse) Up De Graff, the former a native of Penn-

sylvania and the latter a native of the Empire

State. They have three children: Stella E., Har-

riet Louisa and Mary Irene. The eldest is the wife

of Edwin W. Warren and has four sons: Freder-

ick Foote, Daniel Edwin, Henry IJ. and Arthur.

The Doctor is a dimitted member of the Masonic

fraternity. In politics, lie is a Republican, and has

served as a member of the Village Board of Trust-

tees, and was Alderman of the Fourth Ward. He
is a member of the Illinois State Medical Society,

tlio jVmerican Medical Association, and, in 1.S76,

w.as a delegate to the International Medical Con-

gress which met at Philadelphia. He and his wife

are members of the Presbyterian C'Imrch, of wliich

he has been an Elder since 185G. He lias always

been a worker in the Sabb.ath-sehool and was its

Superintendent for ten years. Few men are more

widely known in tliis community than Dr. Foote

and none are lield in higher regard, his upright

life having Mon him the esteem of all with whom
he h.as come in contact.

^^ ^^

<| IVILLIAM C. PRATT, dealer in fruits and

\m/ confectioneries at No. 415 East State

\y\y Street, Rockford, is a native of Vermont.
He was born in Manchester, Remington County,
in I8.'1<s, and is descended from an old family of

the Green Mountain State. His father, Chester

Pratt, was born in Marlltoro, Vt., reared to man-
hood upon a faini and in New York wedded Miss

Almira Collins, a native of Cambridge, N. Y.

They settled in New York, where Mr. Pratt fol-

lowed farming until liis death, at the age of lifty-

six years. His wife was afterward twice married

and is now living in Brooklyn, Jackson County,

IMich., at the ago of seventy years. William is the

eldest of four children; Warren W., a soldier in a

Michigan regiment, was wounded and taken pris-

oner and died on the field of battle, while l.ying

in a tent that had been prepared for him. He
had been roped in a blanket and in its folds died.

He was then only sixteen j^ears of age. Tlie sis-

ters, Mrs. Betsy Hatch and Mrs. Julia Frances

Shepherdson, reside in Windsor and Brattleboro,

Vt, respectively.

Under the parental roof our subject spent

I

the daj's of his boyhood, and when a 3'oung

man emigrated Westward, locating in Rockford.

Near this city he married Julia F. Spink, who was

born and reared in the Empire State and came to

Illinois in 1853, with her iwrents, Robert and Julia

(Warner) Spink. The mother died at the age of

eighty-two years, and the father is still living at

the age of eighty-three, and resides with Mrs.

Pratt. They have been life-long members of the

Jlethodist Church and are consistent Christian

people, highly respected by all who know tiiem.

Tlie^- liave one son, Andrew C., who is now a

farmer of Scott Township, Ogle County. Mrs.

Pratt is their only living daughter. She is a cul-

tured and intelligent lady, and for a number of

years before her marriage engaged in teaching.

She has become the mother of three children: An-

drew A., who is engaged in business with his fa-

ther; Robert W.. who wedded Myrtle E. Lewis, of

Rockford, and is also in his father's cmphjy; and

Fannie, who is at home.

On coming I0 this city in 1854, Mr. Pratt en-

g.aged in teaming for some time, afterwards sold

goods for Mr. Leonard and later, as a partner of

Mr. Burroughs, engaged in business on his own
account in that line for two years. At length,

he became a dealer in fruits and confectioneries,

and for eighteen years h.as devoted his energies

to that business. lie carries fruits of all kinds and

a large line of confectionery, ice-creams, ices, etc.,

wliich he serves in the most beautiful style. He does

both a wholesale and retail Inisiuess and is enjoj^-

iiig a large trade. He is a pleasant, genial gentle-

man, who has many friends in the communit}'.
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and liis wife is also holil in liigli regard. Tliev

are both members of tlie Centennial ]\[ethodist

Church, and Mr. Pratt belongs to Rockfoid T^odge

No. 102, A. F. & A. M.

tiers of Winnebago County and a promi-

nent citizen of Rockford Township, was

^iborn in Ross-shire, Scotland. His fallier,

William, was born in the same shire, was a farmer

by occupation, and spent his entire life in the land

of his birth. The maiden name of the mother

of our subject was Mary Falconer. Slio was liorn

in Ross-shire, the daughter of Robert and Kate

(McNeil) F.alconer, and spent her entire life in her

native land.

When orphaned b\' the death of liis father, our

subject was but an infant, and was afterward eared

for by his mother and an uncle, whom he assisted

on the farm as soon as he was old enough. He
remained in Scotland until 1H47, then went to

Liverpool and took passage on the sailing-vessel

" Kalamathew," landing in New York and coming

thence directl}' to Winnebago Count}', via the

Hudson River to Albany and Erie Canal to Buffalo,

then by the Lakes to Chicago, and from there over-

land with a team to Winnebago County. The

journey from Liverpool occupied two months, and

on reaching his destination he was in very limited

circumstances.

For a time Mr. McCulloch made his home with

his uncle, Robert Falconer, by whoin he was

employed by the day and month on the farm. He
was verj' industrious, saved his earnings and finally

was enabled to purchase the land included in

his present farm. There were a few acres broken at

the time and this constituted the entire improve-

ment. He has erected a nice set of frame buildings,

planted fruit, shade and ornamental trees, and

otherwise improved the property, until it is con-

sidered one of the best places in the township.

In January, 1857, Mr. McCulloch was united in

marriage with Fallen Thompson, who was born in

Campbell town, Arg3iesliire, Scotland. Her parents.

John and Mary Thomjison, were natives of Argyle-

shire, where the father w.as roared, married and

died. The mother, who survived him a number of

years, came to America in 18.01 and spent her last

years in AVinneb.ago County. Mrs. McCullnch

came to America with her two brothers, Joliii .'iml

Robert Thompson, in the fall of IM;')."). Tiiey

embarked at Greenock in the sailing-vessel " ('l]ai-

lotte Harrison," and landed in New York after

a voj'age of seven weeks and three days. Tlicy

proceeded immediately to Marietta, Washington

County, Ohio, arriving there July 7th, and remain-

ing in that city until the spring of |s,")5. when

they came to Winnebago County. Mr. and Mrs.

McCulloch have seven children living, namely:

John, Mary, Katie, D.aniel, Hugh, Henry and

Charles. The members of the family are highly

esteemed socially and their position is amnng the

most refined and intelligent in the comninnity.

-^]<T*^E

^(OIIN G. EINOR, night engineer in the

Nelson Knitting Factory and a stockholder

in the Rockford Manufacturing Company,

resides at No. 128 Bremer Street, Rockford,

where he has a comfortable home. He was born

in West Gothland, Sweden, October 10, 1848, and

was the first of the family to come to this country.

His father, Charles Teck, died in 1880, at the age

of fifty years. At the age of eighteen, he entered

the service of his country, and was an efficient

private in the regular army throughout his en-

tire life. He fought for Alsace and Lorraine .against

Germany in 1848, and saw some considerable hard

service, but was never wounded. His wife, Mrs.

Johannah (Olson) Johnson, for Teck was the army

name of her husband, came to this country in

1881, and now makes her home with her children

in Chicago and Rockford. She is now seventy-

two years of age, but the infirmities generally

accompanying declining years rest lightly upon

her. With the Lutheran Church she holds mem-

bership, as did Mr. Teck. Our subject is the only

son in a famil}' of four children. One sister, Ma-

tilda, is the wife of Aug. Johnson, a farmer of
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Sweden; Anna is the wife of Berharil .Inhnson,

a dealer in ink in Ciiieao'o; and Minnie is the

wife of Fi-itz Carlson, !x shi|i|Mng clerk for IMarshall

Field iV Co., of that eity.

We now take iqi the pers()nal history of Mr.

p]inor, whose early life passed uneventfully in

liis native land. At the age of twenty-three years,

in 1871, he first crossed the Atlantic to America,

making a location in Putnam County, N. Y.,

where he was employed as an iron miner for some

time. In that county, in 1W73, he married Miss

Jennie Lendgrcn, wlm was liorn and reared in

West Gothland, Sweden, her liirth occurring Feb-

rnary 22, 1844. Her parents, Joseph and Kisa

(Anderson) Lendgren, were also natives of the

same locality, and there the f.ather spent his en-

tire life as a farmer. lie was called to his final

rest at the age of seventy-two years. His wife is

still living at about the same age and makes her

liDine with her daughter, Mrs. Einor. In the fam-

ily were six children, two of whom reside in

Sweden: Christina, wife of Alfred Cling, a farmer;

and Swan Lendgren, a shoemaker, who wedded

.lolianna Johnson. Those living in this country

are Charles, who married Charlotta Anderson

and is a shoemaker in the employ of Mr. Engle-

mire, of this city; Sophia, wife of Joel Ho.agland,

a cabinet-maker with the Co-operative Furniture

Company; and Amanda, wife of Godfred Lind.

After his marriage, having spent four and a

half years in this country, Mr. Einor returned

with his yoiuig bride to .Sweden, where thev made
their Imme until lis,S((. That year witnessed their

second arrival in this country. They located in

Chicago, where Mr. Einor followed his trade for

eighteen months, when he came to Rockford and

has since been v,ariously employed. He is an ex-

pert mechanic .as well .as engineer. As his financial

resources have increased, he has made judicious

investments an<l is now in comforlalile circum-

stances. The Einor family numbers three inter-

esting children, daughters: Amanda F., who is a

graduate of the Rockford Business College and is

now employed .as a stenographer by the City Clerk;

Anna E.. who is also a gr;iduate of that college;

and Minnie F., tlie yonngest. The i)arents ai'e

both members of the Lutheran C^hurch, in the

work of which they take an active interest, Mrs.

Einor serving .as a teacher in the .Sunday-school.

In politics, Mr. Einor is a Reiiublic;vn and a highly

respected citizen.

^Sr^jOCKWOOD SAtiER, M. D., a promising

|kf^ physician and surgeon located on the cor-

^ 'J^ ner of Main and Morgan Streets, Rockford,

has been engaged in active practice here

since 1879, which year he gradu.ated from Rush

Medical College, Chicago. He was born at Belvi-

dere, Boone County, in 1856, and is a son of Abra-

ham Sager, who still resides at that place. The

latter-named gentleman was born at Chester, N. Y.,

and is a son of Garret Sager, also a native of that

State, who later came to Illinois and died in Bel-

videre when eighty-seven years of age. He was

well-to-do financially and spent tlie last thirty

years of his life retired from any active work,

being a large Land-owner in Boone County. He
was very ]iromincnt in his localit3' in New York

and was a member of the State Legislature, being

elected on the Democratic ticket.

The grandmother of him of whom we write was

born in Greene County, N. Y., near her husband's

old home. She departed this life in Belvidere,

shortly after his decease, at an advanced age.

She came of a very prominent family in the Em-
pire State, who are well known in [)olitical and

social circles. The father of our sul)ject grew to

m.anhood in Greene County, N. Y., and was there

married to Mary Dean, whose parents were farmers

of that county, of which place they were natives

for several generations back. Soon after his mar-

riage Abraham .Sager came to Illinois and settled

at Belvidere, where the father was in business for

a number of years. He also became the proprietor

of a large landed estate, upon which he made his

home for six or seven years on account of failing

health.

Dr. Sager is the eldest of the three children com-

Ijrising the parental family. His bnjther William

is a member of the firm of S.ager & Baker, located

at No. .5) North Clinton Street, C!hicago, where

they do a large wholesale business in hardware
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and are also the Western branch for the Co-opera-

tive Stove Company of Cleveland. Ills sister May
makes her home with her parents in Belvidere.

The original of this sketch was married, in K<iek-

ford, to Miss Agnes Dow, who was born in this

city in 1862. She received an excellent educa-

tion in the city and High Schools and is a daugh-

ter of Charles and Mary Dow, natives of Scotland,

who, on coming to America, located on a farm

not far from Rockford. There the father improved

a splendid estate and lived until his decease, which

was tlie result of typhoid fever when in middle

life. The home farm is now owned by the eldest

son, Charles Dow. The mother after the death of

her husband came to Rockford and resided until

her decease, in 1887, after having attained to the

age of lifty-nme years. Mrs. Sager is one of a fam-

ily of ten children, foursons and six daughters.

In his political relations, our subject is a Repub-

lican, and, socially, is identified with the Chapter

Lodge No. 24, F. & A. M., and also the Blue Lodge

of the Fifth Ward. He is a member of the En-

campment and Canton of tiie Independent Order

of Odd Fellows, and his knowledge and skill in

medical science and all matters pertaining to the

health of the body have given liim an assured

position among the intelligent and learned phy-

sicians of the State. He is regarded with the

highest respect, not only throughout the commu-
nity where his later years have been spent, but in

other places where he has an extended acquaint-

ance.

=-r®T"

flL^ ORATIO STONE, President of the Roek-

l/jij ford Hospital Association, has spent his

/^^^ life in doing good to others, and in up-

(^y holding the rights of all. He is a man of

large means and of a charitable disposition, and is

known as the largest contributor to the hospital

and Rockford Seminary. As a prominent citizen

of Rockford, his life sketch and the accompanjing

portrait will be of especial interest.

Horatio Stone was born in the town of Framing-

ham. Middlesex County, Mass., May 27, 1813. His

father, Abner Stone, was also a native of that tovvu

and State, where the grandfather of our subject,

who also bore the name of Aimer Stone, \v;is born

and reared to agricultural pursuits. The latter-

named gentleman was the pro[)rietor of a lloiiiand

sawmill at Saxonville which he operated in con-

nectiou with his farm pursuits, his home being in

that place until his death.

The first ancestor of our subject in America

emigrated from P^ngland in 1035, and located in

Cambridge, Mass. He was accompanied hither by

his son .John, they buying land of the Indians in

Framingham. where they erected a saw and flour

mill. The son of John Stone was named Daniel.

and was born in 1644. He also had a son named
.John. Following him the line of descent is traced

as follows: Daniel, born in 1707; Abner in 1751;

Abner, Jr., in 1777; and Horatio in 1813. Five

of the above-named were born, lived and died in

Framingham. The history of Framingham, pub-

lished by the Rev. Josiah H. Temple in 1887, con-

tains the fac-simile of the signatures of Indians to a

deed bearing the date of May 15, 1656. The })a-

ternal grandmother of our subject, whose maiden

name was Persis Moore, was born in Boston, Mass.,

and died in Framingham, that State.

The original of this sketch was reared and edu-

cated in his native township, and, on attaining his

sixteenth year, engaged as clerk in a general store

in Framingham. Fourj-ears later, he succeeded his

brother in the ownership of the store, and contin-

ued in that line of business very successfully for

seven years. He then removed to Boston and

established a retail grocery store, later engaging in

the wholesale trade. In 1872-73, he made another

removal, this time making his home in Concord,

Mass., where he led a retired life until 1881, at

which date he came to Rockford. which has since

been his abiding-place.

Miss Eliza A. Heald, who was born m Concord,

Mass., in 1807, became the wife of our subject in

1837. She was the daughter of Hon. Thomas
Heald, who was born in New Iiiswich, N. II. He was

a finely educated gentleman, a graduate of Dart-

mouth College, and practiced law in Concord,

Mass. Several years prior to the outbreak of the

Civil War, he moved to Alal)ama, where he was

appointed Associate Judge of the Supreme Court
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of that State and there spent the remaining years

of his life. His wife, Elizabeth (Lock) Hcalrt, was

born in Hojikinton, Mass., and departed this life in

New Ipswich, N. II.

In their religious connections, INIr. and Mrs.

Stone were members of tlie Central Congrega-

tional Church in Boston, and, on coming to Rt>ck-

ford, united with the Second Congregational

Church. Their wedded life was one of mutual

happiness and helpfulness, until terminated b^^ the

death of Mrs. Stone, in February, 1881. Mr.

Stone has always been distinguished for prudence,

foresight and discretion in business affairs. His

sense of hon(U' is great, and his name is used as a

syuonyni for justice and disinterestedness of pnr-

liose. lie enjoys the respect of all who know him

and has a large number of warm, personal friends.

l^s^^AMTEL DERSTINE, now living retired

^^^ at No. 1001 South Main Street, Rockford,

(ll/jj) is enjoying tlie fruits of his early toil and

industry. He is an old resident of this cityi

liaving made his advent here in 1856, and at once

entered the enijiloy of Emerson Tallcott A Co.,

founders, with whom he remained for twenty-seven

years, his good work and fidelity to his employers

making him a most desirable man.

Mr. Derstine was born near Ilarrisljurg, Dau|)hin

County, Pa., November 30, 1829, and is the son

of Michael Derstine, also a native of that place.

The famil3' came of good old Pennsylvania Dutch
stock and were noted for tlieir longevity. Michael

Derstine learned the trade of a blacksmith in

his native State, operating an establishment of

his own for many years. Later, he went to Belle-

fonte, that State, and was employed in a stove fac-

tory, dying in ISIO, when fifty-two years of aice.

He had been a hard-working, industrious man and
was well respected in the community. In religious

matters, he was a member of the Dutch Reformed
Church, and voted the Whig ticket in politics.

The jiarentsof our subject were married in Dau-
phin Clounty, Pa., the maiden name of the mother
being IMargaret Schatfer. She was a native of

that county, of Dutch parents, and was a true

helpmate to her husband in all his undertakings.

She departed this life in Bellefonte, Pa., in 1879,

when in her seventieth year. Like her husband,

she was a member of the Dutch Reformed Church.

The father of our subject had a local reputation as

a musician and on the outbreak of the War of

1812, he joined a company as a musician but, being

only fifteen or sixteen j'cars old, his father induced

him to return home.

He of whom we write is the first son and second

child of the six children coniprtsing the parental

household, all of whom are living, with the excep-

tion of the eldest. Samuel, on attaining mature

years, was married in Bellefonte, Pa., to Miss Susan

Eye, who was born in Centre County, that State,

in 1828. Mrs. Derstine departed this life at her

liome in Rockford, April 19, 188.5, firm in the faith

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which she

was an active member. She had formerly been

connected, however, with the Lutheran denomina-

tion in Pennsylvania. The six children born to

our subject and his wife are: Michael L.. who died

when four years of age, and Charles H., deceased

when one year old; Mary, the wife of John Lind-

s.ay, a grocery dealer, in this city; David W., a

mechanic, makes his home with his father and

married Miss Eannie Iligbee, who is a native of

this county; Ellen R. is the wife of II. B. Bussing,

an implement manufacturer; Minnie C. is the wife

of P. II. Barrett, who keeps a first-class restaurant

on State Street. Mr. Derstine, in politics, votes

with the Republican party.

RS. LOUISA BLACKINTON. In narrat-

ing the lives of the many prominent citi-

zens of Winnebago County, we find no

one more worthy of mention than Mrs.

Louisa Blackinton, who has been a resident of

the county since 1845, when she came here witii

her parents. They came from tlie East, and after

arriving in this county, settled in Roscoe, where

the mother died, in 1878, at the age of seventy-

twfi and the father in 1888, when eigiit}' j'ears of

age. They left two sons and three daughters.

Mrs. Blackinton was born in New York, in June,
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1832, and her maiden name was Louisa Garlirk.

After emigrating to Illinois with her [)arents, she

was married to Henry H. Blackinton, a native

of Ohio, born in November, 1822. AVhen a young

man, or in 1843, Mr. Blackinton and his jiarents,

Jesse and Olive (Noble) Blackinton, who were

natives of New England, where the familv manu-

factured cloth, came by boat to Chicago and then

with teams made their way to Winnebago County,

where Mr. and Mrs. Blackinton had three older

sous living. These sons had located in the county

in 183G and had taken up land, but as they had

been unfortunate in land title in Oliio, where they

had resided for some time after leaving the East,

they had very little means to assist them along

after reaching this .State. The present home of

Mrs. Blackinton was the original home of her hus-

band in Illinois, and there were also forty acres of

land in Harlem Townshi)).

Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Blackinton became the

l)arents of five children, one daughter, Lydia, hav-

ing died when four 3'earsof age. Those living are:

Harriet A., now the wife of Charles Kerr; James

H., who lost a part of his right hand in the Rock-

ford Burial Case Factory and has since been en-

gaged in bee culture, for which he has a decided

taste; Fred C, at home with his mother, manages

the farm, and Ruby L. is the wife of William

Lovesee, who is a substantial farmer in the town-

ship.

Mrs. Blackinton has Ave grandchildren. Her

husband died on the 20th of June, 1886, of cancer

of the stomach, when about sixt3^-four years of

age. He was prominently identified with the pub-

lic affairs of tlie county, and was universally es-

teemed for his many excellent qualities of mind
and heart. He held tlie office of Supervisor two

terms, Assessor four 3'ears and was School Trustee

and Director, constanth", for man}' j^ears. In all

the positions of trust and responsibility held by

Mr. Blackinton, he displayed excellent judgment
and unusual ability in discharging the duties

of the same. In politics, he advocated the princi-

ples of the Republican party and was an active

worker for his party. In religion, he was a Metli-

odist, being an official member of that church

many j'ears, and he was a liberal supporter and

contributor to all enterprises worth}' of patronage.

He left his widow a good home and a fair c(>m|)e-

tencj-. She has also been an active meml^'r of the

Methodist Episcopal Church for years and is a lad\'

well known and esteemed in the community. Slie

is possessed of much business ability, and, witli her

youngest son, is managing tlie liome place.

C^^RUMAN L. CLEVELAND, who is engaged

!'f/^<\
in general farming and also carries on tlie

^<gi<-' dairy business on section 1. New Milford

Townshij), Winnebago County, has the h(in<ir nf

being a native of tiiis State. He was hovw in

August, 1854, and is a son of Eli T. and Coiriiiiia

(Lewis) Cleveland. The mother was born in ()r-

angevillc, N. Y., March 9, 1822, and was a daugh-

ter of Truman Lewis, a native of New Hartford,

Conn., who was born November .5, 1784, and

died in AVarsaw, 111., September 15, 1865, at the

age of eightj'-one years. He married Lucy Porter,

who was born March 26, 1795, and was a daughter

of Seth and Sarah (Cowles) Porter. She was

called to her final rest in Rockford, December 13,

1866, at the age of seveut}'-one j'ears.

The parents of our subject were married in

Weathersfleld, N. Y., October 1, 1851, and in the

spring of the following year emigrated Westward,

casting their lot with the earlj' settlers of Winne-

bago Count}'. The fatlier had previously l3cen in

Illinois, and for a j'ear liad followed farming in

Cherry Valley Township. He now bought a quarter-

section of land in Seward Township, where he

made his home for eighteen 3-ears. There his wife

departed this life, leaving two sons and two

daughters: Almon M., a resident of Storm Lake,

Iowa; Truman, of this sketch; Lucy A., wife of

A. T. Van Alstine, of Chicago; and Laura A., wife

of W. L. Gregor}', of Rockford. Mr. Cleveland

afterward rented liis land and removed to Rock-

ford with his children in the spring of 1878. He
built a home on Seminaiy Street and engaged in

the hardware business on West State Street for

some time, but is now living a retired life.

Under the parental roof our subject was reared
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to manhood, and Lis educational advantages were

those afforded Iiy the coiiiinoii schools. He was

married in his [jrcsfnl home on the 15th of March,

1K7C>, to J\liss Ida Alay Nicliols, daughter of Phil-

ander ('. and Sarah F. (tiodbe) Nichols. Her

father was liorn in t'asenovia, N. Y., February

18, 18 IS. and her mother in Dighton,M.ass., March

1;"). 181(1. They were married in IJristol. N. Y..

May 2.'.. 181:1, and removed to Illinois in 1849.

Six years later. Mr. Nicliols purchased and loca-

ted upon a farm of forty acres, the present home

of our subject. His death occurred December 22,

1S7;!. at the age of lifty-live j'ears, and his wife

passed away August 13, 1890, in the seventy-fifth

year of her age. Both were memliers of the

Centennial Methodist Chinch, and the father long

served as a School Director. They had lost one

daughter, Alice Amelia, who died July .30, 1851,

at the age of five j'ears.

Mrs. Cleveland is the only surviving child. She

was liorn and reared in the house which is still

her home, and acquired a good education, attend-

ing the Seminary of Ktiekford. By her marriage

she has a little son, Leroy Nichols, who was born

March 25, 1881. The parents are both members

of the Centennial Methodist Church, and in social

circles rank high.

The CleveLand farm comprises one hundred and

lifty acres of land under a high state of cultiva-

tion and well improved. I'lion it our subject has

erected good buildings and added all the acces-

sories of a model farm. In connection with gen-

eral farming, he keeps sixteen cows for dairy pur-

poses, and sells the milk to Rockford dealers. In

politics, he votes with the Repuliliean part_\', ))ut

has never been an oflice-seeker, i)referring to

devote his (.ntire time and attention to his busi-

ness, in which he has met with signal success.

;,ENS(»N Kld'Ml'Il. A notable example Of

the enterprise, industry and self-reliance

I

of the early Illinois pioneer, is furnished

liy the gentleman whose name introduces

this sketch and who is one of the octogenarian cit-

izens of Boone County. During the earl}' days of

its settlement, he came hither and established a

liome in LeRoy Townshii), where he has lived and

labored for almost a half century. He lias (Unie

excellent service in sulnluing the wihlcrness and

bringing it into its present splendid condition,

socially and morally.

A native of Warren, Herkimer County, N. Y.,

Mr. Klumph w.as born November 30, 18(14, the son

of Jacob and Catherine (Bowhall) Klumph. The

family of which he is a member trace their ances-

try to Germany, where one Thomas Klumph was

born and reared. He came to America prior to

the Revolutionary War, as a soldier in the French

army, and for a long time was held as prisoner of

war by the Indians. Finally, he was ransomed by

Gov. Provost, of Canada, and afterward became

agent and secretary for that famous gentleman,

who, as a token of appreciation for his valuable

services in his behalf, presented him with a

farm near Otsego Lake, Otsego County, N. Y.

There he died at the age of four-score and nine.

His wife, whose maiden name was Peggy Davis,

was a school teacher in Albany in the early days

of its histoiy.

During the lifetime of (xrandfatlier Klumph,

some l-'renchmeu went out hunting, and returned

to the camp with some of the tlesh of an Indian

horse, which they called "buffalo" meat, and from

that incident the name of the city of Buffalo

originated. The fatlicr of our subject, Jacob

Klumph, was a farmer in Cliautauqua County,

N. Y., where he died at an advanced age. His wife

survived many years and passed away in Le Roy

Township in 1878. Their children numliered six,

four of whom came to Illinois—.loseph, Augustus

and Alfred coining in 1840-42 and our subject in

1835.

In Chautauiiua County, N. Y., Mr. Klumph

was united in marriage with Miss Chloe llutchins

of that county, and the young couple settled in

the Empire State, wheie three children were born

to them. Their journe,}' to Illinois w.as made by

steamer to Chicago and thence overland to Boone

County, where a tract of laud w.as purch.ased from

the Government, consisting of eighty acres. Mr.

Klumph still retains in his possession the parch-

ment deed he then secured. The most of his
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active life has been passed in farminrr, alllioiigli

I'oi' about five years he was em[ih)yed in a mill

neai- Fredoiiia, N. Y.

Mr. Klumph was liereaved in 1)S73 by the death

of his wife at their home in LcRoy Townshiii, wlien

sixty-three ^-ears old. Their children were: Caro-

line, who married Reuben Miller, and died leav-

ing six children; Alexander, a farmer near the old

homestead, married Elizabeth Cromer, a native of

Ohio, and they have six children; and Clarinda,

who cares for her father in his old age and ten-

derly ministers to his comfort. Alexander was

one of the valiant boys in blue, who enlisted in

the service of his country during the Civil War.

He was a member of Company K, Ninet3'-flfth

Illinois InfanUy, Capt. A. Schellenger command-

PR.
ROBERT POLK LANE, deceased, was

) one of Rockford's most prominent citizens,

and this work would be incomplete without

his portrait and life sketch. He was born in

Hopewell. Iron Works, Bedford County, Pa., Feb-

ruary 21, 1818, and came of English ancestry, being

a descendant of a liighly respected famil3' which

was established in America prior to the Revolu-

tionary War. The progenitor of the family in the

United States was William Lane, who, on coming

to this country, purchased land on which the

greater part of Philadelphia is now located, and

made a fortune of probably $2,000,000. He came

from England. The next in line was James Lane,

who grew to manhood in Pennsylvania and suc-

ceeded to the business established by his father,

the Hopewell Iron Works. He afterward met with

reverses, and this loss greatly affected our subject.

Dr. Lane was only thirteen years old when his

father lost his property. He was forced to begin

life for himself. When a young man, he went to

Washington, Pa., where he began the study of

medicine under his mother's brother, Dr. .John

Wishard, of Edinburgh, Scotland. At length,

after thorough preparation, he completed the

course and entered upon a successful practice in

Washington, where he continued to reside until the

year 1851, when, with his wife and children, he

13

came to Rockford. and from that time until his

death was widely kinjwn as one <>( l\iv leading

and most prominent business men of the city. Ik-

devoted his first years almost entirely to the prac-

tice of medicine, and with the competence ac-

(piired tliereliy made iiivestiiieut-^ in real estate

in this and Ogle Counties. He lieeame owner of

eleven hundred acres of valuahle and liighl\- im-

proved land, which is yet in the possessi<.)n <_if the

family.

The Doctor was married, in Zane^ville, Ohio, to

Miss Mary Brice, who was born and reared in

Pennsylvania and is descended from English an-

cestry. She is an intimate friend of .lames (1.

Blaine. Her education was aeiiuired in a female

college in Ohio, and she is a culliire(l and refined

lad}'. Since her husband's death, she has resided

at different times in Rockford and Chicago. She

holds membership with the Episcopal Church, and

lier friends throughout this community are many.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lane were born three children:

James B., now living in Rochelle; Nannie L., wife

of R. L. Davis, who resides at No. 485 Dearborn

Avenue, Chicago, and is an ex-direetor and a

member of the Board of Trade of that city; and

W. Stewart, who resides lu the Rockford home

which was built by his father some 3ears ago. It

is located at No. 508 North Church Street, and is

one of the largest residences of the city. Stewart

also has the management and is lessee of the eleven

hundred acres of laud in Ogle County which his

father purchased. He is a man of good business

ability, enterprising and successful, and is a worthy

son of his honored father.

Probabl}' no man in Rockford was more promi-

nently connected with her business interests than

Dr. Lane. He was one of the organizers of the

Second National Bank of Rockford in 1861: was

one of its largest stockholders and President of

the bank from 1864 to 1881, continuously, when

he resigned to accept the presidency of the Rock-

ford Insurance Company. Probably the most im-

portant work in his life, hovvever, was the organ-

ization of the Rockford Water Power Company

in 1853. He became its President and gave his

personal attention to the construction of the dam

across the river. In 1866, he was made Treasurer
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of the Rockford Insurance Conipriny, and later lie-

came its President and Manager. He was also a

heavy stockholder in the Graham Cotton Mills,

which are still in active operation, and, with others,

lie was instrumental in securing the establishment

of the .J. P. Manny Manufacturing Company at

this place. In company with G. A. Sanford, he

established the g.as works, and was ccmnected

with many other enterprises, giving his support

to everything calculated to benefit the commu-

nit}'. He was truly a public-spirited and jirogres-

sive citizen, and was well fitted to be a leader

among the people.

In polities, the Doctor was a stalwart Reimb-

lican and during the late war was President of the

Union League Club of Rockford, a society of most

jn'onounced Uni(mists. He was also an active

worker in the Episcopal Church, of which he was

Senior Warden for forty years. His life was in-

deed a busy and useful one, devoted to the inter-

ests of the public, and friends were almost num-

berless. He was a man of fine personal presence

and of remarkable suavitj-. He had a gentleness

and tenderness of manner and a sj'mpathy with

the personal troubles of others that won him the

greatest confidence of his fellow-citizens. After

several years of sickness and some months of in-

tense suffering, which he bore without a murmur,

he passed away a little before noon on the 7th of

March, 1891. His fellow-townsmen had learned

to love him, and his loss to the community will

long be felt and his memory revered for years to

come.

^>

^[.-^ E^;RY C. SHEDD is a member of the firm

of Putnam & Shedd, dealers in furniture,

who carry an elegant line of goods and

have their place of business located at No.

821 South Main Street and No. 306 Morgan Street,

the latter building being their warehouse and re-

pair shop. Mr. Shedd became a partner of Mr.

Putnam in March, 1891, having been four years

jirior to that time foreman of the Union Foundry,

of which enterprise he was one of tlie twelve

stockholders and the original promoter. He dis-

posed of his interest in that line on engaging in

his present work, since which time he has been

more than ordinarily successful.

Mr. Sheed of tliis sketch came to Rockford in

1856, wlien a youth of sixteen years, and iiere

learned the trade of a molder in the shops of Em-
erson, Talcott it Co., with whom he was employed'

until within a few years ago. He has taken an

active pari in all matters that pertain to the up-

building of the city, and although taking no part

in political affairs as regards oHice holding, yet al-

ways casts his vote at elections. Our subject

came to this county from Canada, where he passed

the years of his early life. He was born in War-

saw, Wyoming Countj^, N. Y., .Inne 19, 1810, and

is the son of David Shedd, a native of Vermont.

The father was a journeyman molder, and re-

moved with our subject to Pittsburg, Pa., where

he remained for a time, and then made his home

in Warsaw, N. Y., where he was engaged in the

same line of work. Mr. Shedd then went to

Canada, and in Gait, Province of Ontario, acted

as foreman for four years of the Fisher ife Lutz

Foundry. He, however, came to Rockford in

1856, where, as before stated, he was employed in

the Emerson, Talcott Company. After leaving

their shops, the father of our subject became a

workman in the foundry of F. H. Manney, and was

thus employed until 1877, when he retired from

active work of any kind and departed this life at

his home in Rockford, in 1880, at the advanced

age of seventy-one years. In his political rela-

tions he voted in early life the Whig ticket and

on the organization of the Republican party joined

its ranks. His wife, who survives him, is seventy-

five years of age. Her maiden name vvas Val-

lonia Putnam, her birth occurring in the Emi)ire

State, and she is of Hungarian descent. She is

quite a physician and has an extended reputation

in this county. She is a Spiritualist in belief,

which faith was also held by her husband.

Henr3' C. Shedd of this sketch, and Mrs. Frank

Trumbull of this cit}', are the onh' members of the

parental family living. A sister, TMrs. Helen Proc-

tor, is now deceased. Our subject was married

first in Erie County, N. Y., to INIiss Elizabeth Bige-

low; she died in Rockford Ain'il 24, 1873, and
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her only cliiUl, Helen, died June 8, of that year,

when six weeks old. The present wife of our

subject bore the maiden name of Ida Crawford, a

native of Erie County, N. Y.

^SCAR NELSON, Vice-president and general

Superintendent of the Forest City Knitting

Company of Rockford, has the iionor of be-

ing a native citizen of this place. He was born

.June 16, 1860, and is the third son of .John Nelson,

late one of the most prominent men of Rockford.

In the family are five sons and one daughter: AVill-

iam, who is represented elsewhere in this work;

Frithiof, who is Secretary and Treasurer of the

Forest City Knitting Company, and a Director

and stockholder of the Nelson Knitting Company,

the Hotel Company, the Manufacturers' National

Bank, and other enterprises; J. Frank, who is also

a stockholder m most of those concerns, and

Anna. The two youngest sons and Anna reside

at home with their widowed mother.

Our subject acquired a good education in the

city schools and the Business College of Rockfordi

and since attaining to man's estate has been promi-

nently connected with the business industries

of the city. As before stated, he is Vice-president

and general Superintendent of the Forest City

Knitting Comjiany, one of the leading enterprises

in the east side. The factory is located on Cath-

erine Street and Nelson Boulevard and began

operations in .January, 1892. They employ between

two hundred and thi'ee hundred hands and make
a fine grade of hosiery, the best in the market.

Already they have been forced to work at night

in order to supply the demand, which is already

large and constantly increasing. Mr. Nelson is

also a stockholder in the Nelson Knitting Com-
pany, a stockholder and Director in the Rockford

Mitten and Hosiery Company and a stockholder

of the Nelson Hotel Building.

In Rockford, Mr. Nelson was united in marriage

with Miss Emma Nelson, who was born in Minne-
sota, and was there reared and educated. Her
parents are both now deceased. They were natives

of Sweden and after their marriage came to this

countiy, locating in Miiuiesola. I'lito our sulijecl

and his wife have lieeii born one sou. .lohn A.

The}' have a beautiful and commodious lioiiii> re-

centl}^ erected at No.702 Seminary Street—the liiiest

residence on the east side. Mrs. Nelson is a mem-
ber of the First Lutheran Church. Mr. Nelson is

a Thirt^'-second Degree INIason. lie lielongs to

the Cominandery of Rockford, the Consistory of

Freeport and the Slirine of Chicago. In politics,

he is a stalwart Repulilican but luas never sought

or desired public oflice, preferring to devote his

entire time and attention to his business interests.

lie IS an energetu- aixl progressive business man
and the success with which he has already met ar-

gues well for the future. He canirs forward to a

successful completion whatever he undertakes,

and tiie Forest City Knitting Company, of wliicli

he is n<.)w at tlie head, indicates his excellent abil-

ity as a manauer.

© ' * cnj -STT >^Lr^ " '

Si

'l^x^ETER I>ETEKS()N. The entire Hfe of Mr.

j

Jl) Peterson has been one unmarked by any un-

f^ usual occurrence outside of the chosen

111, channels to which lie has so diligently and

attentively given his time and attention.

Born in central Norway in August, 18 lo, he

began to learn the shoemaker trade when lifteeii

years of age, and followed this in liis native coun-

try until 1874, when he crossed the ocean to

America, being the first of his family to under-

take the long voyage. He landed at (^ueiicc,

Canada, but shortly afterward came to tlie States

and to Rockford. 111. In this cit>- he has re-

sided ever since, with the exception of a few j'ears

spent in Oregon, whither he went for his health,

and he is classed among the city's hardworking

and esteemed citizens.

Shortl}' after locating in Rockford, Mr. Peterson

invested in property there and this has increased

in value until it is now worth many thousand

dollars. He is also the owner of stock in differ-

ent concerns in the city and has ever been public-

spirited and enterprising. He owns a comfortable

residence at No. 310 South Main Street.
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lie \v:i.s iiiarrk'cl in Norway t<i IVliss Klk'ii Aii-

flersou, wliii was Ijorn and reared in the same

neighborlKnid as her husband, and whose parents

passed their entire lives there. No ehildi-en liave

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Peterson. Uoth are

members of the Methodist Episeopal C'iuireli, and

Mr. Peterson is identilied witli tlie liepublican

party in polities.

Our sulijeet lias one brother, IIenr\' Peterson,

wlio is now in tliis eonntry, and an upliolsterer in

Chicago. He is single. A sister, Ilannnli, now

resides in South Roekford. Tlie [larents passed

their entire lives in Norway and died when about

sixty years of age. Tlie fallier, Peter Larson, fol-

lowed agricultural }iursuits fov a liveliliood. He
and his worthy companion both held membersliiji

in tlie Lutheran Church.

RS. HORACE COLE. It can not be ex-

pected in a work of this kind, where but

brief biographical sketches of prominent

citizens of the county are mentioned, tliat

justice can be clone this much esteemed and ven-

erable lady, and yet she has been identified with

the county so long, and her name is so familiar to

all, that it is no more than just to dwell upon her

career, not as empty words of praise, liut the plain

statement of still plainer truth.

Mrs. Cole was born in Litchfield County, Conn.,

on the 27th of May, 17y5, and was the daughter

of Joseph and Dianthy (Mott) Frisby, botli Con-

necticut people and farmers. Her father died in

Vernon, N. Y.. in his ninetieth year. He was

twice married and became the father of three

children by his first union and five by his second,

the latter marriage being to the mother of Mrs.

Cole. Mrs. Frisby remained a widow thirty-six

years, and with her daughter, Mrs. Cole, came
West from Erie County, Pa. The latter was

married in Westmoreland, N. Y., March 11, 1813,

to Mr. Horace Cole, who was a weaver, Init never

followed his trade after his marriage. He was

in the War of 1812, was Orderly Sergeant, and

was in tlie battle of Sackett's Harbor. After

marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Cole resided for fourteen

N'ears at Prattsburgh, N. Y., but moved from tiiere

to Chautauqua County, and tlience to Erie County,

Pa. Later, or in 1846, they came to Koscoe,

resided in the vill.age for two years, and then

settled on the farm of one hundred and forty

acres which has been Mrs. Cole's home ever since.

Her husljand passed away in May, 1862, wlicii

about seventy years of age. He had never had a

strcmg constitution, but was well educated and

thoroughly posted on all subjects. In his younger

days he had been a Whig in politics, but later he

became a stanch Republican. In his religious

views he was a Congregationalist, and was an

active official of that churcli.

Mr. and Mrs. Cole became tlie ])arents of eleven

children, five of whom are now living: Abigail,

now the widow of Amos Tnttle, resides in Roscoe;

Hiram B., a farmer in New Milford Township;

Seth B., a lawyer and for many years a judge in

New York, now resides on the Hudson River;

Edwin D., a single man, owns the home place and

cares for his mother, and Sarah C. is now Mrs. W.
H. Bernard, her husband a Congregational minis-

ter of Miles, Iowa. The cliildren deceased are

an infant daughter, unnamed; AVilliam died at

the age of five years. Theodore G. died at Mag-

nolia, Wis., January 20 1857, when thirty-three

years of age. He was a missionary to Africa, go-

ing to Liberia, and tlience to tiic" Congo Country

ill 1853. Three years later, he returned, the

climate being too severe for him, and died with

an abcess on the liver. His mission was success-

ful, but cost his life. He left a widow who had

accompanied him to Africa. Another daughter

of Mrs. Cole, Nancy, aged seventeen j'ears, returned

to Prattsburgh to attend school under her brother,

Setii B. Cole, who was Principal of tliat Academj^

for fourteen j'ears, and there died.

Edwin D. Cole, who is residing on tlie home

place as above mentioned, is one of the represen-

tative agriculturists of the county, and a man of

much energy and determination. He cared for

his parents, and assumed the management and

responsibility of carrying on the farm at the

age of sixteen. He is a faithful and tender son

and a man much esteemed in the cominuiiity.

During the first ten years of his experience on tlie
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farm, lie had to market his crops at Chicago

and Milwaukee, and later at Belvidere, going with

teams, and often selling his wheat (the principal

crop for market) for fifty cents per bushel. The

father had entered forty acres of this one bundled

and fortj' acres, and purchased the balance at

$4.2.5 per acre. F'orty acres are in timber, but the

remainder is under cultivation. Mr. Cole makes

no specialty of any certain branch of farm work,

but is a good general farmer, raising such stock

as hogs, cattle and horses. He would try and

raise sheep were it not for the depredations of the

wolves, which are very numerous yet in that

county. His venerable mother is a giand old

lady, and, though feeble in body, is still bright in

mind, remembering distinctly man}' interesting-

events that have occurred in her long pilgrimage.

On the 27th of Ma}', 1892, she was ninety-seven

years old.

Yj S. HULSE. In reviewing the various

I

branches of industrial and commercial en-

^^ ' terprise in the city of Rockford, it is our

1,1^/7 desire to mention in this volume onl}' those

houses which are thoroughly representative in the

particular line of business in which they are en-

gaged. In following out this intention, we know
of no enterprise of the city more worthy of special

mention than that of the .T. S. Hulse Hardware Co.,

organized in .January, 1890, with Guy P. Cobb,

President. This representative establishment is

located at No. 117 South Main .Street, and a com-

plete stock of all kinds of heavy and light hard-

ware is carried. The premises cover a ground area

of 22x130 feet, and are well arranged for the line

of business conducted. Of the magnitude, variety

and character of the stock carried, it would be im-

possible to speak too highly. In ever}' department,

the facilities of the house are of the highest char-

acter for enabling it to offer the best quality of

goods to the public at the lowest prices.

Mr. Hulse, who is the Secretary and Treasurer of

this vast enterprise, and a man well qualified for

that responsilile position, is an.ativeof Winnebago

County, 111., liorn in Winnebago Township, on the

12th of Octolier, I81ii. lie was educated in his

native county, and from 18G.5 until 187t) he was

in the hardware business in Chicago. lie sulise-

quently engaged in the same business in Pecaton-

ica, this county, continued this for twelve years,

and then had all his stock destroyed by fire. Since

then he has been a resident of Rockford, and one

of its most successful and prosperous business men.

His father, Henry Hulse, was born near Spring-

field, Clarke County, Ohio, in 1818, and was of Ger-

man descent, his father, Henry Hulse, Sr., being a

native of Germany. The senior Henry Hulse.

with a brother, .John, left their native land for

America when young men, and early in the present

century. They resided for some time in New York

State, but subsequently Henry Ilulse removed to

Clarke County, Ohio, and frqm there with his wife

and family to Illinois early in the "30s. The trip

w.as made overland with teams, when the country

w.as sparsely settled, and they located on Govern-

ment land in Winnebago Township. This family

w.as among the very first to settle in the county

west of Rockford, and there were very few settlers

between that city and Belvidere, in fact, there were

very few between that city and Chicago, while

westward from the Rock River the country was

wild and unbroken. A cousin of our subject, John

Elliott, was the first white child born in the county.

He is now deceased, but lived to mature years,

served through a part of the Rebellion, and was

a married man. His death occurred in the army,

while a member of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry.

Our subject's grandfather, Henry Hulse, Sr., died

at his old home in Pccatonica Township, when

sixty-eight years of age, and was a man whose char-

acter was above reproach. He was the father of

fifteen children, all of whom he lived to see grow

up and marry. One son and four daughters are

still living. He had been married four times, and

his Last wife died in this count}'.

Henry Hulse, .Jr., was trained to farm life at .an

early age, and when still a single man came with

his family to Illinois. His mother, whose maiden

name was Priscilla Sweet, and who was born and

reared in the Buckeye State, died there when in

the primp of life. Henry was married, in Illinois,
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to Miss Susan Gl,ynn, who was a native of the Plni-

evald Isle, hut who c;uiio to the United States and

Winnebago County. 111., when youno-. Following

their niiuringo, Henry llul.se. .Ir., and wife settled

on a faun in Pecaloiiiea Townshiii. resided there

for a number of years, and aftei' the birth of all

their children, took a trip West. i\Ir. Ilulse died in

Dnbuciue, Iowa, in l)S-l'.t, when forty-one years of

age. lie was a good citi/.en. and a man well re-

spected. He was a Whig in his political principles.

The wife and mother is now Mrs. James Turner, of

Maple drove, S. Dak., and although seventy-eight

years of age, enjoys perfect health. Her husb.and

is a retired farmer.

Our suliject is tlie youngest of three children

now living. The eldest child, Ivate C., married

Zeno C'anii>liell, an old settler and farmer of Peca-

tonica Townshi)). Another sister, Priscilla, married

Henry Akester, a business man of Dexter, Iowa.

After our subject re.ached man's estate, but before

he became of age (1863), he enlisted in the One

Hundred and Thirt^'-fonrth Illinois Infantry,

Comp.'iny E, under Col. McChcsney and Capt. II.

J. Milligan, and was out neai'ly two years. He

was with the Army of the West, chictly with his

regiment after (ien. Forest, and escaped unhurt.

Returning to Illinois, he has since been actively en-

gaged in the hardware business, with which he is

thoroughly familiar. He is a prominent member

of the G. L. Nevins Post No. 1. G. A. R., but was

formerly of Ellis Post, Peeatonica, No. .320, G. A. R.

being Adjutant of the Post for a number of years.

He takes a leading part in political affairs, and is a

strong advocate ()f the principles of the Republican

l)arly. While a resident of Peeatonica, he gener-

ally headed the Republican delegation from his

town and township, and was an active worker fc)r

his party.

He was married, in this county, to INIiss M. Net-

tie Kendrick, who was one of New Hampshire's

daughters, and who came West t(_) this county when
a small girl. Her [leoiile were early settlers and
prominent jieople of Winnebago Count}', and her

father, Ilenrj- Kendrick, is now retired, and a resi-

dent of the AVest. He is an own cousin of Presi-

dent Fraidvlin Pierce.

Mr. and Mrs. Ilulse are i>rominent and active

young people of this city, and believe in progress

and development, taking a deep interest in all

movements that tend to build up the city. They

are the parents of two children: Blanche E., a

book-keeper for her father, and the wife of J. F.

Huffman, who is a stockholder and Director for the

Ilulse Hardware Company, resides at a nice home

on State Street; .and Nina E. is a refined, intelli-

gent young lady, and resides at home. r)otli are

well educated.

u>-^i^<m -i—

YLVESTER TRIPP for many years was

busily engaged in agricultural pursuits,

Init is now living a retired life at Ins pleas-

ant home in Belvidere. He was born in

the village of Worle, Somerset County, England,

October 16, 1816. The paternal grandfather, John

Tripp, spent his entire life in that locality, and

the maternal grandparents, Richard and Elizabeth

(Batty) Laney, lived in the same county. John

Tripi), the father of our subject, was born and

reared in Somersetshire, and throughtiut life fol-

lowed the occupation of farming in pursuit of

fortune. He married Betsy Laney, who, like her

husband, never left her native land. The}' had

a family of eleven children, of whom the following

came to America: P>liza, Louisa, Harriet, Sidney,

Edwin L. and Sylvester.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood upon his father's farm, no event of special

importance occurring during his childhood. On
attaining his majority, he w.as married. May 7,

1844, to Sarah Rowles, a native of Somersetshire,

England, and a daughter of Joseph and Sarah

Rowles. She had one sister, who came to America,

Mary, who wedded Henry Gritlin, and died at

their home in Rogers Park, 111. Unto INIr. and

Mrs. Tripp were born two children. Edward, the

son, married Ilattie Manchester and has two sons,

Charles and Stephen. Ellen became the wife of

Edgar Teeple, and is the mother of two daughters:

Sarah and Blanche L. She also lost one child,

Jessie, who died at the age of two and a half years.

The year 1852 witnessed the emigration of Mr.

Trip}) and his family to America. He sailed from
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Bristol in April of that year and after a voyage of

tbirty-seven days lauded at New York, from

whence he came directly to Illinois, locating in

what is now Belvidere Township, Boone County.

He purcliased a tract of partially- improved land

and gave his attention exclusively to .agricultural

pursuits until 1885, when he sold his farm and

came to Belvidere, where he )ias since lived a

retired life. Himself and wife are members of the

Episcopal Church. Mr. Tripp has been a member

of that church since childhood, and his parents

before him. When he was fifteen years old he was

confirmed by the Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells

to the Episcopal Church. In politics, Mr. Tripp

is a Republican. Fair and honest in all his busi-

ness dealings, his industrious and persevering ef-

forts were rewarded with prosperitj% and lie is now

enjoying a comfortable competence.

<Jl MLLET S. HAIGIIT, wlio is engaged in

* '' farming on section 28, New Milford Town-¥ ship, Winnebago Count}-, was born in

Westchester County, N. Y., May 3, 1824, and is

descended from a family of English origin. His

grandparents, Samuel and Plioebe (Young) Haight,

were born and reared in the same count}- and were

members of the vSociety of Friends. His parents,

Moses and Hannah (Sutton) Haight, were natives

of the same localit}'.

In 1841, the father purch.ased and witli his family

removed to a farm of one hundred and forty .acres

near Mt. Morris, where he resided until tlie autumn

of 1852, when he came to New Milford Township,

this county, and purchased one hundred and sixty

acres of arable land and thirty acres of timber

land. He bought it at $16.50 per acre, but it is

now worth 8100. His death occurred in 1858, at

the age of sixty-four years. He left a widow and

four sons: Willet and Steplieu L., twins, Elias and

Samuel E. Stephen died in New Milford Township,

in May, 1882, at the age of liftj'-eight ^^ears, leav-

ing a wife and four children. His wife survived

him five years. Elias died September 4, 1886,

at tlie age of fifty-four j-ears in Portland, Ore.,

and liis remains were brought back to New Milford

for burial. His wife and two sons are still living.

Tiie parents of our subject were well-informed

people, gave their children good educational ad-

vantages and reared them to habits of industry

and sobriety. Not one of the sons ever used intox-

icants or profane language. Two were church

members and were Reijublicans in politics.

Mr. Haight was married on a farm adjoining his

present home, April 7, 1857, his union being with

Miss Agnes, daughter of Samuel and Adelia (Aus-

tin) Ramsey. They began their domestic life on

the old homestead, a mile north of New Milford,

and a 3ear later rented the Ramsey farm, which

Mr. Haight operated until August 12, 1862, when

he enlisted for the late war in Company A, Twelfth

Illinois Cavahy. He participated in a number of

important engagements and on the first da}' of the

battle of Gettysburg was seriously wounded in the

jaw. After being in the hospital for some time he

received his discharge, September 24, 1863.

On his return to the North, Mr. Haight settled

upon his present farm on section 28, New Milford

Township, and has since engaged in its operation.

It comprises two hundred and four acres, for whicli

he paid 18,000. Since that he has made many im-

jjrovements, having erected a comfortable residence,

a barn, ice house and other buildings. In connection

with general farming, he has engaged quite exten-

sively in the dairy business and in raising hogs. He

has led a busy and useful life and as the result has

acquired a comfortable competence. He has served

as Town Collector for six years but has never given

much attention to political affairs. Both he and his

wife are members of the Methodist Church and have

the high regard of all with whom they have been

brought in contact.

AMUEL ELI IIOISINGTON,sonof Ilor.ace

and Friscilla Hoisington, is a worthy rep-

resentative of one of the pioneer families

of Winnebago County and comes of a

prominent New England family. His parents emi-

grated Westward in May, 1846, and his birth oc-

curred on the 29th of November, 1858. He received
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good erluention.'il rtdvniitn^es and wris rearod on a

farm near liis pi'osent liunie. ( )n the (Itli of Octo-

ber, ISMl. lie married Miss Ilattie Clayton, of Still-

man Valley, a daimhter of .Tdsepli and Harriet

(Norton) Clnyton. Iler father ivas liorn near

Springfield, Mass.. in Noveniht-r. 1HI8. His father

was a NeM- Kngland farmer and had twenty-three

children. About l«:i7, Mr. Claybni had his name

clianged from Thineas Croneh to James Monroe

Clayton. He yet resides in Stillman Valley.

^Ir. and Mrs. Hoisiiigton settU'd (in their present

farm October l,"). lw«l He now owns and oper-

ates one hnndred and si'venty-one acres, under a

high state of eulti\'ati()n and well improved with

a good residence and other liuildings. In connec-

tion with general farming, h(^ carries on the dairy

bnsiness, keeping thirty cows for this pur|iose. and

also buys cream and milk which he sliiiis to Chicago

and Rockford. He is a man of good business

aliility and has won success in his undertakings.

In politics, he was a Republican until 1884, since

which time he has voteil with the Prohibition

party. Himself and wife are memliers C)f the

Wesleyan Methodist Church. 'I'hey have an in-

teresting famil}' (if four chihb-en: Herl.iert A.,

Homer L., Lucv Ij. .iiid Florence.

't|r$S:^ANH<]L CARNEY. Among the prominent

I jjj
and enterprising farmers of Rockford Town-

jtf^ ship, Winneb.ago County, none liave a more

beautiful home than he whose biographical sketch

we take pleasure in heie giving. In 1«90, when

the •boom" struck the city, lie sold a portion of

his estate, whicli adjoine(l tlie city, reserving only

lis'e acres for himself.

Marbletown. I'Ister County, N. Y.. was the n.a-

tive place of our suliject, where also his father,

Andrew Carney, was born, and where Daniel Car-

ney, (lie grandfather of our subject, spent liis last

days. The father of him of wlwim we write was

reared on the home farm and p.asscd the remainder

of his life in his n.ative county. The maiden name
of his wife was Laney (Ireene; she also died in

Marbletown.

Daniel C^arney resided with his parents until

reaching his twelfth year, spending the following

two and one-half years on the farm of an old

coui)le, wdiere he received his board and clotliing

in exchange for his services. He then commenced

boating on the Delaware & Hudson Canal, being

thus engaged a part of three seasons, after which

he was emjilo^'ed in teaming across the mountains

from EUenville to Middletown. Later, he drove

a stage from P^llenville to Kingston, and remained

a resident of the Empire State until 1845, which

was the date t)f his advent into Illinois, com-

ing hither via the canal to Buffalo, and thence

by way of the Lakes tf) Chicago.

In that early day there were no railroads in

this State, the people being conveyed to and from

different i)oints hy means of a stage coach. INIr.

Carney was at once employed liy Frink &
Walker, the owners of many different stage lines

in the N(^rthwest, his route at first lying lietween

Rockford and Chicago. He then went to Oalena

and drove a stage to Elizabeth, and afterward

from Galena to Shabboua Grove, and then to

Dixon. He was thus employed in different parts

of the Prairie State until 1848, when lie made a

permanent settlement in Rockford, then little

more than a hamlet.

Forming a partnership with Dudley Rcdfield,

Mr. Carney was engaged in the livery business for

fourteen months, then, disposing of his interest,

engaged in teaming from Rockford to Elgin, Chi-

cago, Milwaukee, and points in Wisconsin two

hundred miles distant. He w.as engaged in this

kind of work for two years and then estalilished

a dray line, which was the first of the kind in

Rockford, and after two years in that busin(\ss

liccame the first expressman in the city. He was

very successful in that undertaking, and continvied

thus for fifteen years.

Mr. Carney has always been a great lover of fine

horses and his experience in training them has

led him to be a good judge of horseflesh. He

owned and drove the first horse in Rockford

whose record was 2:30, and also had in his jios-

session the first stallion to make that record. He

owns and now has under training several fine ani-

mals, and is thoroughly in love with his work.

In 18411, our subject w.as married to Jane Ann
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Huntle}% who was born in New York State, hut

was reared to woman liood in Michigan. She has

two rhildrcn living: llnrrv II., who makes his

liome ill Iowa, and 1). Fay, wlio is tlie .assistant of

his father. Julia died when thirty years of age,

and Ann p.assed aw.ay in infanc.y.

On another page will be noticed a view of the

attractive homestead of INIr. Carney.

- oc^ mm^^^£^^

[li-^ ORACE E. II()ISIX(;T()X, residing on sec-

jf j) tion 31, New Milford Township, has long

/.4W^ been a resident of Winnebago Count}'. He

(^^ was born in Genesee Countj', N. Y., April

15, 1823, and is a son of Hor.ace Iloisington, Sr.,

who w.as born in Vermont and died in New IMil-

ford in Fcljruarv, 1.S77, at the age of eighty-eight

years. He married Gracia Maria Steele, a native

of the Green Mountain State, who died in Genesee

County, N. Y., when our subject was a small child.

She left two sons and throe daughters: Emily, wife

of Bradford Clark, who died in Vermont at the

age of twenty-six years; Elias, now of Nebraska;

Eliza Ann, wife of Bradford Clark, who died in

Vermont at the age of forty j-ears, leaving three

sons; Horace E., of this sketch; and Gracia INIaria,

wife of Carl Vose, of Danville, 111.

Our suliject was married in his native county,

April 15, 1846, to Miss Priscilla Peck, daughter of

Eli and Naucj' (Smith) Peck, pioneer settlers of

Saratoga County, N. Y. Her grandfather was a

Revolutionary soldier, was captured by the British

and while on one of the prison boats in New Yoi-k

Harbor, his toes were frozen off. Four of his broth-

ers and his father aided in the struggle for inde-

pendence and only two of the sons survived. The
wedding trip of Mr. Hoisington and his bride con-

sisted of a Westward journey' to Illinois. They

located in Guilford Township, this county, and

after six months removed to Monroe, Ogle County,

where our subject purchased one hundred and sixty

.acres of land for $900, one hundred acres being cov-

ered with timlier. For fourteen 3'ears Mr. Hoising-

ton resided upon that farm and there liuilt a good

home. In those early d.ays his nearest market w.as

Chicago and the family bore many of the hard-

ships and privations of pioneer life. A1x)Ut lH5',t,

he sold that farm and remf)ved to his present hf)me.

where he purchased one liuiKb'cil acres of land at

$25 per acre.

L'nto our subject and liis wife were luiru live

children: Luc3'Ann,who liecame the wife of Will-

iam A. .Tohnston, died at the age of twenty-live.

Her husband is now serving his third term as a Su-

preme .Judge of Kans.as. Emily died at the age of

fourteen years; Julia Ann is the wife of Peter

Kinner, a farmer of Washington County, N. V.;

Eli is the next younger; .and Gracia Maria, is at

home with her father. The mother died January

19, 1886, at the age of sixty-four 3-ears. She was

a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, to

which Mr. Hoisington also belongs. Thej- aided

in organizing the church at Lynnville, Ogle County,

in 1845. It was formed by people from the Meth-

odist, the F'ree-will Baptist and other churches,

but the Close-communion Baptist and Preslijter-

ians would not affiliate. Mr. Hoisington aided in

org.anizing the Republican party in Monroe Town-

ship, and attended the first county convention.

For many years he w.as prominent in that party,

but is now a Prohibitionist.

^ RBA Z. CAMPBELL. No liner farm is

to be found in Pecatonica Township,

Winnebago County, than that owned and

occupied by the subject of this sketch,

and which is located on section 3. In fact, it is

justly considered one of the finest (il.aces in the

county, as it is under the most thorough tillage

and the buildings upon it are of the best class in

construction and design.

A native of Durand Townsliip, tliis county, our

subject is a son of David and Erixna (Barker)

Campbell, and was born November 27, 1852. The

father was a native of Grand Isle, Vt., and was

twenty years of age when coming to this county.

His birth occurred March 24, 1815, and his mar-

ri.age to Miss Barker, who is also a native of the

Green Mountain State, was celebrated February

16, 1840. Mrs. Campbell departed this life in

Durand Townshii) when sixty-nine years of age.
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liaviii^f lic'cn li(irn February 10, 1823. She was

the dauglitei- of Asa and Molly (Mars) Barker, na-

tives of New England and of Scotch descent. Asa

died in Laona Townshi|). Winnebago County, May
11, ISCf), having been born May 30, 1781. His

wife, who was l.iorn November 24, of the same \'ear,

also died in the above i)lace, Septemlier 6, 1861.

They were tlie parents of eleven children.

The father of our subject is the only one liv-

ing of a family of twelve eliildren. Deciding to

see something more of the Western country, he

came on foot from Lockport, Pa., to La Porte,

Ind., thence overland by team to Pecatonica. Here

he pre-empted one hundred and sixty acres of

land and marketed the products therefrom in the

mining districts of Wisconsin and Chicago. David

Campbell is one of the few pioneers left who
came here as early as 1836, and has consequently

been an eye-witness of the wonderful growth and

development of this section.

Arl)a Z. Campbell was one of six children born

to his parents, four of whom are living, as fol-

lows: Adeline, who was born .Tune 30. 1847, is

married and has tlu-ce children; Louis I., who was

Ixirn ill IS.'iS. i> also married and has four chil-

dren; Zeno A., who was born January 14, 1843,

died Octiiber 31, 18',)1, leaving a wife and three

children. Our suiiject remained at home until

reaching his nineteenth year, wiien he cultivated

rented property for a sliort time and then pur-

chased a ti-act of land, tii which lie added from

time to time until he is now tlie i)i.issessor of a

magnificent estate of five hundred and sixty-

seven acres.

Miss Eliza C. Hulse. who was born in Peca-

tonica Townshii), April 1, 185G, became the wife

of our subject July 28, 1872. She is the daugh-

ter of P. and Elizabeth (Woodruff) Hulse, the

former of whom was liorn in Clarke County, Ohio.

and came to Illinois in a very early day. He
located on a farm in tliis township, where his de-

mise occurred when forty years of age. The pa-

ternal grandfather of Mrs. Campbell, Henry Hulse,

departed this life when sixty years of age; liis

wife, Mary [lulse, died in Salina, Kan., when in

her seventieth year. The mother of Mrs. Camp-
bell was born in Hamilton County, Ohio, and

reared six children, all of whom are living, as fol-

lows: Mary M., who was born May 3, 1850; Enos

S., Januar}- 31, 1852; Mrs. Campbell; Jasper J.,

August 18, 1858; Ella L., September 7, 1860; and

William H., November 5, 1864.

To Mr. and Mrs. Campbell have been born live

children, four of whom are living: Ward D.,

whose birth occurred Feliruary 7, 1873, is attend-

ing college at Rockford; liurt P. was born De-

cember 25, 1877; Homer W., March 27, 1880;

Floss A., March 25, 1885; and Starr H., who was

born January 3, 1876, died F''ebtuary 5, 1877. Mr.

Campbell, as Ijefore stated, has one of the finest

farms in Northern Illinois, and, with his estimable

wife, is most highly respected in this community.

They have a beautiful home and a happy and in-

telligent famil3' of children.

He of whom we write is engaged in mixed

farming, devoting his attention principally to

breeding stock. In politics, he is a Democrat, to

which party he gives his support at the polls.

"illOHN ANDREWS. Among the prominent

representative citizens of Rockford we are

gratified to present the name of Mr. Andrews

J whose success here has certainly eiitilk'(l him

to consideration and whose constanc3' in ever}-

line of l)usiness and thrift have added greatly to

the value of Winnebago County. Our subject was

very fortunate in purchasing land adjoining the

city, and as the years passed by and the property

advanced in value, he, of course, became wealthy.

His home is pleasantly located on the corner of

School Street and Central Avenue, and bears every

indication of the intelligence and culture of its

inmates, being furnished with a splendid library

which attests the family to be people of education.

John Andrews was born Ai)ril 1, 1831, in Mt.

Vernon, Pose}' Count}', Ind., and is the son of

Anson S. Andrews, a native of Connecticut. The

father when a young man went to New York City,

where he was engaged in the mercantile business,

but. on account of failing health, abandoned that

branch of work, and emigrating to Indiana, lie-
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came one of the early settlers of Posey County.

He there bought a claim to a tract of land which

he later entered from the Government, and by per-

sistent industrj' and good man.agement, had the

pleasure of soon seeing it put under excellent cul-

tivation, and resided there until his death.

Miss Elizabeth Butler, our subject's mother, was

born in Massachusetts, and departed this life at

the home of Mr. Andrews, in Rockford. She was

the mother of the following three children: .John;

Harriet, who became the wife of James Hinkley,

and resides in Rockford; and Seth, who lives in

Baraboo, Wis. He of whom we write attended

the school in his native count}', which was con-

ducted on the subscription plan, and when quite

young began to assist his fatiier in operating a farm.

He remained at home until the death of his father,

which occurred when he was about twenty-three

years of age, and at that time assumed the man-

agement of the farm. His father had been inter-

ested in a general store and tlouring-mill, which

were operated on the co-operative plan, and on his

decease. Mr. Andrews devoted a portion of his time

to the store and mill.

In 1857, our subject came to Washington County,

this State, in companj' with his brother-in-law,

James Hinkle}', purciiasinga tract of land on which

they planted an orchard of eighty acres. The fol-

lowing year ]Mr. Andrews located upon the place,

but two years after rented the farm and removed
to Lincoln, and in the fall of 1861 came to Win-
nebago County. Here he purchased a block of

land in the citv and the following year became the

proprietor of a farm one mile west of the city

limits but did not move upon the place, continuing

to reside in the home which he first purchased until

1889. In 1876, our subject bought forty acres ad-

joining his first purchase, to which he added, two
years later, one hundred and nine acres, eighty of

which joined the city. In 1880, he purchased one
hundred and twenty-six acres, which connected
with the eighty-acre tract above mentioned, and in

1885 sold the first eighty acres with the forty acres

adjoining it, and again in 1889 sold a tract of

fifteen acres. In January, 1890, Mr. Andrews dis-

posed of sixty acres of his property to B. A.

Knight, the originator of the "boom" in this city.

The remainder of the farm he still has in his pos-

session, and it is improved with all that goe:? to

mike up a first-class estate.

September 21, 1858, John Andrews and Miss

Mirinda Piper, who was born in this State, were

united in marriage. The lady is the daughter of

the Rev. Beverly Piper and h.as liorne her iiusband

three sons: Charles N., Hairy B., and Ernest J.

Mr. and Mrs. Andrews .attend the Christian Church,

and, in politics, the former casts tiie weight of his

vote and influence with the Republican jiaity.

Si " [£3 -vTr >• tn a'

.41 IVILLLVM A. PHELPS. The record of the

\j^ll
life of this puineer farmer of Winnebago

W^ County furnishes interesting facts for the

perusal of his fellow-men. In the fall of 1849, .ac-

companied by his estim.alile wife, he settled on a

farm in Rockton Township, comprising one hun-

dred and thirty acres, for which he paid ^1,040.

The place was improved by a small barn and a log

house, to which a frame addition had liecn erected,

while the land was scarcely changed from the

[irimeval condition of nature.

As he had only 1448 in his (lossession, Mr.

Phelps was compelled to go in debt for his farm,

and during the first winter of his residence upon
it, chopped wood in exchange for one bushel of

wheat per daj-, the wheat bringing thirty-five cents

per bushel. He hauled his first crop of wheat to

the lead mines near Galena, and received as com-

pensation $2.50 per barrel for the flour which was

made in Beloit. From the first, he w.as indefatiga-

ble in his efforts to .acquire an independence, and

success crowned his exertions, as it usually does,

when with perseverance is comliined excellent

judgment.

The original purchase w.as added to until Mr.

Phelps now owns six hundred and lifty-sevcn

acres of fertile land. In 1857, he erected a sub-

stantial frame house, which he remodeled and en-

larged in 1883, making it one of the most commo-
dious and pleasant residences in the county. Other

buildings were erected as the convenience of the

farmer demanded, until the pl.ace was transformed

in its appearance and embellishments.
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In that part of Allegany County now known

as Wyoming County, N. Y., Mr. Phelps was born

April 6, 1825. lie is one of ten children born to

James and Pluvbe (Resiu'ue) Phelps, natives of

Schoharie County, N. Y. Five children died in in-

fancy, and Austin died in Alexander, K. Y., at the

age of sixtj^-four, dropping dead while leading a

pr.ayer meeting; James Harvey, who was a volun-

teer during the late war, died in a hospital at Ann-

apolis, Md., in 18G.3. The only surviving mem-

bers of the family are William A., Lovisa and

Louisa. The father died in iwlt, at his home in

Cattaraugus County, while his wife passed away

eighteen years after liis demise.

At the age of twenty-three, our subject was mar-

ried to IMiss :Mary Jane Lippitt. Her parents, Dr.

John W. and Almira (Joeelyn) Lippitt, natives of

New York, removed to Illinois in 18.37, when she

was a child of eleven years. Arriving in Chicago

on the (_)verland journey to Winnebago County,

an elder sister, Maria, jumjied out of the wagon on

what is now Clark .Street, and sank so deep in the

mud that it ie(|ntred considerable effort to extri-

cate her. Dr. i^i|iiiitt had purchased, during a pre-

vious visit to Winnebago County, one-half section

of land, for which he gave in pa^'ment one pair of

horses, 180 in cash and his note for $iO. Return-

ing to the land, he found the claim was worthless,

owing to the (Jovernment having given it as a re-

servation for lialf-breeds. Accordingly, he crossed

the Pecatonica River and purchased a claim to an-

other half-section of land, where a permanent home

was cstablisheil. In 18-10, the wife and nu)ther

p.assed away, leaving three daughters and one son:

Maria Ijouisa, Mary Jane, Francis and Ann Phide-

lia. Tlie only son died of heart disease at the age

fif twenty-seven; the three daughters still survive.

Dr. Lippitt married a second time, choosing as his

wife Mrs. Almira Warren, and they became the

parents of five children. He died in 18(!L and his

widow departeil hence eight months after his de-

mise.

On removing West in 1849, Mr. and Mrs. Phelps

.settled on the farm which they have since occu-

pied. 'I'hey became the (larents of eight children,

as follows: Hyron W.; Mary Fidelia, the wife of

Frank P. Miller, of Latham, tliis State; Flla Viola,

who died June 1(1, ISlIS; William H.. who is farm-

ing a |)i)rtion i.if the old homestead; Carey F.,

dealer in grain and stock in Rockton; Ilattie E.,

who married A. M. Wilson, of Thomson, 111.;

George 11., who is still with his parents; and Rosa

L., the wife of George Peppers, who assists in cul-

tivating the old homestead. i\Ir. and Mrs. Phelps

are justly proud of, and devoted to, their ten grand-

children. In their religious belief, they are mem-

bers of the Methodist Episcojjal Church. Politi-

cally, Mr. Phelps w.as a Republican until 1884, and

since that j^ear has adhered to the principles of the

Prohibition part}'. He is President of the Co-op-

erative Cheese Factory, and gave the land on which

the building w.as erected. His son is Director in

this factor^', which has been in successful opera-

tion for two seasons, making about sixty-eight

thousand pounds of choice cream cheese whicU is

consumed at the home m.arkets. Our subject has

been Steward of the Methodist F^piscopal Church

for twent3'-five years, and has been Superintendent

of the Sunday-school for about eight years.

/p^rsTAM': SANDFIIX, the well-known clerk

||[
__ .and manager of the cloak department of

^^M fl't! Stewart Company Dry Goods House-

one of the leading houses of the city, has been

with that company, though it has changed names,

since 1.S81. He was formerly with Mr. Withrow

of this city for one year. In 1877, he began as a

clerk with 1'. L. Cable & Co., of Cable, 111., and

since then he h.as successfully followed that lousi-

ness. For ten years he was in the cloak de|iart-

ment for Stc^wart it Co., and for three years he

h.as been man.ager of that department. He is a

stockholder in the Rockford Manufacturing Com-

pany, is an honorable and straightforward j'oung

man, .and possesses rare business abilities. He

owns a fine home, nicely located on one of the

best residence streets of the city, .and is a favorit.t>

in the community.

Mr. Sandehn came to this country in 187G, from

Sweden, his native country, where his birth oc-

curred in Jonkoping City on the .3d of June, 18fil.

He was well educated in tlie Hiyh Schools of his
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nativu city, and was a student of English, French,

(unman and his own language. While still a hoy,

he accompanied his parents to this country,

whither niaiij- tif tlieir relatives and friends had

l)receded them, and the family located in fialway,

hn- one year. Later they came to Eockfi>rd.

The father, Charles A. Sandehn, was born in

Smoland, Sweden, and was a tailor from boyhood

u|). lie died in Roekford In February, 188'.t,

when lifty-live years of age, following his wife to

the grave, her death having occurred in January,

1889, when forty-nine years of age. Both were

worthy members of the Swedish Methodist Episco-

pal Ciiurch of Roekford. Of the nine children

born to tiieir marriage, six are dead. One daugh-

ter, Olive 11., born August 10, 1864, died July 7,

1890; the rest died in infancy'; one son, Harold, is

residing with our subject, and is in the city schools,

and a daughter, Anna, became the wife of William

A. Johnson, a machinist, with the Roekford Watch

Company.

The original of our sketch was married in Rock-

ford, August 7, 1888, to Miss Caroline Johnson,

the second daughter of A. C. Johnson (see sketch).

She was born in Roekford, May 27, 1864, received

her scholastic training in this city, and is a bright,

intelligent lady. The fruits of this union have

been two sous: Carl H., and Casper Wilhelm. Mr.

and Mrs. Sandehn attend the First Lutheran

Church of Roekford, in which tjiey have been

members for some time, and, in politics, he is a

supporter of the Republican party.

A. PETERSON. The Swedish-Americans

are well represented in Roekford and have

been effective in promoting the growth of

the city, especially in the way of building

up large and substantial manufactures. They are

a steady, industrious class of people, employ in the

aggregate several thousand men, and through their

labors have enhanced the value of property in East

Roekford. Probably no one has done more for

the city than Mr. Peterson, whose portrait is shown

on the opposite page, and who is identified with

many of the most important industries of Rock-

ford.

Among the furniture companies largel\- directed

by Mr. Peterson, we may mention the following:

Union, Excelsior, Co-Oiterative, Standard, Manlcl.

Central, and Chair and Furniture Comiiany. lie

is also closel^y connected with the Ro.yal Sewing

M.achine Companv", Skandia Plow Company and

Skandia Coal Company, lie is offlclally connected

with various organizations, being Secretary and

Treasurer of the Roekford Union Furniture Com-

pany; President of the Roekford Co-C )iicrati ve

Furniture Company; President of the Skandia

Shoe Manufacturing Company; President of the

Swedish Building tt Loan Association; Vice-Presi-

dent of the Third National Bank; President of the

Skandia Plow Company; Vice-President of tlu'

Roekford Poster & Printing Company; and Chair-

man of the Peterson Land Association.

Mr. Peterson was born in Ving Vestergotland,

Province of Smoland, Sweden, September 8, 1848.

and was onlj' two j'ears old when his parents emi-

grated to this country, taking passage at Gotten-

burg in a sailing-vessel and after a voyage of

several weeks landing in New York City. Contin-

uing their journey Westward, they flnallj' reached

Winnebago County, where thej' settled on a farm

in Cherry Valle3'. In that township, the lad grew

to a stalwart manhood, and soon afterward his

natural business qualifications brought him to Rock-

ford, where his fidelity and abilit3' were recognized

and he was in demand for the best places of trust in

the gift of various corporations. With no capital

but energy and perseverance, he has arisen from a

position of poverty in his boj-hood to a foremost

place among the wealthy citizens of Roekford, and

although only in life's prime has accumulated a

large fortune.

As he possesses keen discernment, Mr. Peterson

was quick to see the advantages of Roekford as a

furniture manufacturing point, and also the bene-

fits that would accrue from the co-operative plan.

Having planned, he resolutely proceeded to ex-

ecute, and is now interested and an active manager

In more factories than any resident of the place,

which has the full average quota of energetic busi-

ness men. He is largely' interested in property in
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East Rockforcl, especially in Sunrise Addition and

Fuinitureville, and has imi)roved the city by erect-

ing a large number of residences. In his political

belief, he is an adherent of the principles of the

Republican p;iriy and gives to its candidates his

influence and liallol. In his religious tendencies,

he is devoted to the faith of his father, who was a

incnil)cr cf the Swedish Lutheran Church. He is

social liy nature, but the demands of his business

are so great as to prevent him from identifying

himself with any secret or social organizations.

€>-^^<S ^—

1
^OUAIl llRKitJS, a retired farmer, and one

of the old and much resi)ected settlers of

AVinnebago Count}', 111., owes his nativity

to .Tohnstown, Fulton Count}', N. Y., and was

boiu April <^, 1814. His parents, Korah and Eliza-

beth (Scarl)oro) IJriggs, were natives of the same

place, and the father followed the arduous duties of

a farmer. To their union were born three children,

two daughters and a son, the latter being oui' sub-

ject, who was but an infant when his father died.

Eight years later, the mother, too, passed away,

when but a young woman. One besides our suli-

ject of the above-mentioned children is now liv-

ing, Anna, wlio became Mrs. John Stevens, and re-

sides in Minnesota.

Our suliject was reared on a farm m Fulton

County and after reaching mature years was mar-

ried in .Johnstown, of that county, to Miss Tliank-

ful A. Bonfey, a native of the same place, born

Octolier 20, 1815, their nuptials being celebrated

on tlie 1 1th of .Ian nary, 1811. She was the daugh-

ter of Barnabas Bonfey, of Utica, N. Y., and the

granddaughter of Barnabas Bonfey, of Fj'anee, who
came to this conntiy with Gen. La Fa}ette, as a

surgeon, and died in Oneida County, Wintield

Township, N. Y., in 1.S22, when very old. Barn-

abas Bonfey, .Ir., who was a caliinet-niaker by

trade in Johnstown village, died in New York State

when over ninety years of age, and his wife, whose

maiden name was INIary Smith, died there five years

later, when ninety-one years of age.

In the spring of 1842, Mr. Briggs came West
prospecting, worked considerably at his trade, and

purchased eighty acres in the township of Harlem.

The following spring, after a noted winter of deep

snows and very cold weather, Mr. Ih'iggs brought

his family to his home in Harlem Township. Two
years later, he sold this farm and ])urchased ninety-

two acres in section 8 (1844), paying §t).40 per

acre for it. He could have purchased Government

land near by for $1.25 pei- acre, but this he took

on a debt. Later he purchased five acres of timl)er

and paid for this $500. In the spring of 1845, Mr.

Briggs moved his family on his farm and into a

very rude, open log cabin, the same having been

the original claim cabin. They then had but one

child, the eldest, Barnabas D., who is now a resident

blacksmith of Roscoe. In this primitive log cabin,

with new and strange surroundings, Mr. Briggs

and his thrifty and economical wife began grad-

ually to gather around them everything necessary

for a comfortable home. They resided on this

farm until August, 18',ll,when they moved to

Roscoe, where they recently purchased a very

pleasant home. Their grandson, Charles O. Briggs,

is renting the farm. Mr. Briggs erected a good

stone house on his farm in 1840, and in 1857

lie built a good frame barn. Since then he has

erected good substantial buildings on his [ilaee, as

he needed them, and his fine farm is now worth at

least $60 per acre.

The competency which this genial and contented

old couple are now enjo\ing has been gained by

many years of industry and econi.miy on the part

of both. The}' are the jiarents of a family of four

children, and lost one son. Kiirali J., who enlisted

as a v(_ilunteei' in the Civil War (one of the last

call), and was in the Eighth Illinois Cavalry for

one \ear. He died at Fairfax Court House, March

15, 18()5, when twenty-one years of age. Another

.son, liarnalias B., was in the army, going out at the

first call for troops, but after serving for five

months was discharged on account of sickness.

The remaining children are .as follows: Barn-

abas D.; John Q., a merchant at Houston, Minn.;

and Mary Elizabeth, now Mrs. E. W. Dyer, of San

Diego, Cal., engaged with an orange grove. Mr.

and Mrs. Briggs have twelve grandchildren and

three great-grandchildren. They have both been

menil)ers of the Congregational Church since
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youth, and are highly esteemed by all. Mr. Briggs

advocated the principles of the Democratic party

from early youth and his last Presidential vote in

that party was for Fninklin Pierce. Mrs. Briggs

converted him to Republicanism, since which time

he has voted the straiglit Ke[)ublican ticket. This

much esteemed couple are the oldest of the early

settlers of Roscoe, and both are nearing the eigh-

tieth mile-stone.

N:

NCIL "WIXON occupies a farm on section

19, Bonus Township, Boone County, which

is sufflcientl}^ large to afford a conifort-

1^ able maintenance. He makes a specialtj'

of breeding stock and has one of the largest dairy

farms in this section. He is numbered among that

class who have been the architects of their own
fortunes and is counted among the substantial

residents of Boone Countj-.

A native of Carmel, Putnam County, N. Y., our

subject was born May 24, 1838, and is a son of

Bethel H. and Esther (Hill) Wixon, the former of

whom was also a native of Putnam County and a

farmer by occupation. In 1855, he decided to

come West, and, in company with his wife and

two children, located in Boone County, where he

purcliased a quarter-section of land and resided

until his decease, when sevent3^-sevcn years of age.

Our subject had an uncle on his mother's side

who was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. His

parents made their home with him until their de-

mise; the mother, who was born March 8, 1801,

died October 1, 1861, and the father, whose birth

occurred September 18, 1805, passed away August

18, 1882.

Mr. Wixon of this sketch was married Novem-
ber 10, 1860, to Miss Julia Hart, who was born in

the same place as our subject, January 10, 1830.

She was the daughter of Elcazer and Rebecca (Bar-

rett) Hart, also natives of the Empire State. The
father died in his native place when seventy-two

years of age, and the mother is still living and
makes her home in Connecticut.

To Mr. and Mrs. Wixon have been born three

children: Noah A., whose birth occurred February

27, 1861, married Miss Fannie Piiillips and is en-

gaged in farming; Nellie, who was born Septem-

ber 3, 1873, and Lillie, who was born Deecmlicr s.

1875, still reside at home. After his man-iam',

he of whom we write resided at home until the

death of his father, when he purchased the interest

of the other heirs in the homestead, which loin-

prises one hundred and sixty acres. In addition

to that, he owns a portion of one hundred and
fifty .acres which he purchased in company witli

liis son. As before stated, he h.as the finest dairy

farm in the county and reaps a handsome iiiconic

from that branch of agriculture.

Our subject and his wife are memlicrs of tlio

Baptist Church, with which denomination Mr.

Wixon has been connected for thirty-tive years.

One brother of Mrs. Wixon was a brave soldier

in the late war, and her maternal grandfather

was a Revolutionary patriot. Mr. Wixon is a

Republican in politics, but is not interested in

public affairs other than to cast his vote for the

man whom he considers will best fill the otlice.

With his wife, he is held in respect by their many
warm friends throughout the county.

-S^DWIN W. McCOLLOM. The student of

lU] human nature is always deeply interested

It—

^

in tracing the career of one who has fought

his way up to a position of prominence and finan-

cial success by dint of pluck, push and energy,

and who has, notwithstanding the struggles of his

j'outh, maintained a well-earned reputation for

uprightness and just consideration of the riglits of

others. Such has been the career of the gentleman

whose name introduces these paragraphs. His farm

of one hundred and twenty acres, which he pur-

chased in 1876, has been brought to a high state of

cultivation and embellished with a first-class set

of farm buildings. It is not only one of the best

in Le R03' Township, but does not suffer by com-

parison withanj' of the same size in Boone County.

The father of our subject, .Tames A. iMcCoIlom,

was born in New Hampshire in 1803, and in his

early manhood came to Michigan, where he w.as
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inarnod to Lucetla Walker, who, like himself, was

a native of the (Jranite State, born in 1813. She

had eniiyiateil from her native plaee to Miehigan

in 1821, with her parents, the trip heinjj; made

overland to Buffalo, and thence li3' the Lakes to

Detroit, where Mr. Walker died in 185ti. Ilis

widow passed a\va_\- two 3'ears later at Amboy, 111.

After their marriage, whieh took place at Farm-

ington, Mieh., in 1832, James A. McCoUom and

his wife resided in Indiana until the spring of

l.SoG, when they removed to Illinois and settled on

a farm near Sycamore, DeKalb County. They

entered from the Government a farm comprising

about one hundred and twenty acres, forty acres

i_)f whieh were heavily timbered laud, and cleared

the place, whieh they im})roved with all needed

buildings. They cut down and saved the ash and

basswood lumber, some of which they brought to

Boone t'ount\' and used in llooring their house.

On coming to Boone County in 1818, Mr. Mc
Ci-iUum. Sr., purchased eighty acres near Capron,

paying •i'300 for the place, which was unimproved.

At his death, which (iccurred in 1868, he left his

widow nn estate of ninety-one acres of unincum-

bered land. He nnd liis w'ife reared five daughters

and three sons, and k)St a child during their resi-

dence in De Kail) County. The others are Lucetta

and James A., twins; Edwin W., of this sketch;

Martha K., who died at Le Roy, in 1882, at the

age of forty-three years; Addie P.; Lozie A., I^Ua

and Watson L. James A., Jr., enlisted in 1861, at

Dixon, as a member of the Thirteenth Illinois

Infantry, and was mortally wounded at Lingo Gap,

Ga., in November, 1863, at the age of twenty-eight

j-ears. He was l>uried in the National Cemetery

at that place.

Edwin W. ]McC(_illom was born in De I^alb

County, 111., in 1837, and wasa lad of eleven years

wlien he accompanied his parents to Boone County.

Nothing eventful occurred in his life until the

outbreak of the Civil War, when he enlisted, in

1861, as a menilier of Company F, Forty-fifth Illi-

nois Infantrv. being mustered in at Galena 111. He
served eighteen months with valor, and, at the ex-

piration of his term of enlistment, w.as honorably
discharged. He returned to his home in J^e Roy
Township, and resumed the farming operations

which had engaged his attention prior to the war.

In October, 1873, at Sharon, AVis., Mr. McCollum

was united in marriage to Miss Clarisa Langdon,

of Le Roy. She is the daughter of 15. F. and Dor-

othy (Guiles) Langdon, natives, respectively, of

Ohio and Wyoming County, N. Y., but now resid-

ing in Sharon, Wis. Mr. and Mrs. McCollom are

the parents of five children: Delia, Lillian, Ray F.,

Ruby E. and Edna L. The children are bright

and intelligent and are receiving good educations

in the schools of the district. Mr. INIcCoUom and

his wife take an active interest in all progressive

and philanthropic measures and arc prominent in

social circles of the comnniuity.

IMEON LEVI COVEY, a lumber-dealer of

Belvidere, has been prominently connected

)) with the business interests of this city

since 1863, and is recognized as a leader

in business circles. He was born near Mayville,

Chautauqua County, N. Y., February 1, 1834, and

is a son of Stei)hen Covey, a native of Vermont,

who, when a young man, went to the Em|)ire

State. Settling in Chautauqua Count3', he pur-

chased a tract of land near jMayville and engaged

in the manufacture of shingles until 1839, when

with his wife and four children he started for Illi-

nois. After three weeks the}' arrived at Iiclvidere,

which at that time was a mere hamlet, while the

surrounding country was still in the possession of

the Government and was but sparsely settled. Mr.

Covey spent the winter in Belvidere and in the

spring lented a farm, upon which he made his

home until 1841, when he purchased a tract of land

at Poplar Cirove. A log house and a few acres

of broken land con.stituted the im|n'ovements at

the time. He there resided until 1850, when he

sold and purchased on tlie west line of the same

township, but again sold in 1853 and bought a

farm in Boone Township, where he made his home

for four years. Once again purchasing, he became

the owner of a farm in Caledonia Townsliip, upon

which lie made his home until his death August 21,

1885. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

Susan Jeuuer, was born in Moriah, Essex County,
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N. Y., July 4, 1810, and was a daughter of Stephen

and Betsy (Mather) Jenner. She died at her

home in Caledonia Township, in August, 1882,

leaving five children: Henry, Eliza, S. L., Edwin

and Ellen. Alonzo died three weeks after the

arrival of the family in Belvideie, at the age of

three years.

Our subject was only Ave years old when he

came to Illinois with his parents, yet he remembers

distinctly many incidents of the journey and of

pioneer life here. He acquired his education in a

log schoolhouse, in one end of which was a huge

fireplace, the flames roaring upward through an

earth and stick chimney. The seats were made of

slabs on wooden pins, and on two sides of the

room a log board was laid on wooden pins inserted

into the logs and served as a writing desk for the

larger scholars. Mr. Covey remained with his

parents until fourteen j-ears of age and then be-

gan to learn the blacksmith's trade, serving an ap-

prenticeship of four years, but as he did not like

the occui)ation, he returned to the farm and at the

time of his marriage purchased land of his father

and engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1863.

It was in 1853 that Mr. Covey and Miss Eliza

Webster were joined in wedlock. The lady was

born in Hamburg, N. Y., and was a daughter of

William and Esther Webster. She died in .June,

1873, leaving a son, George, who married Cecelia

Haskin and they have a little daughter, Cecelia.

In 1875, Mr. Cove}- married Elizabeth Porter, a

native of Garden Prairie, Boone County, 111., and

a. daughter of Thomas Porter. They have one

daughter, Lottie.

In 1863, Mr. Covey left the farm, came to Bel-

videre and embarked in the lumber business, which

he carried on for three years, and tlien engaged in

buying and shipping stock until 1881. His next

venture was in the grocery trade, which he carried

on for three years, when he sold out to resume the

lumber business, which he has continued up to the

present time. He is an enterjjrising and industri-

ous man and, as a result, his business career has

been a successful one. In politics, he has been a

life-long Republican and has served two j'ears as

Deputy Sheriff, and for three terms was the effi-

cient Sheriff of the county. At the present time

U

he is a member of the School liciard. He lias been

alike true to every public duty and every private

trust and has won the confidence and csteeui df

the entire community.

^ i^JLLlAM HALLEY, a native of Newbury.

\/\/// Orange County, ^'t., was liorn .June '2'K

V^ IS^'i^. David Halley, his father, was a

native of Fifeshire, Scotland, where liis father,

William Halley, was also born, and on coming to

America located in Venni)nt. The great-grand-

father of our suliject on his mother's side, David

Webster, was also Imrn in Scotland and emigrated

to America at an early day, residing for a few

years in Vermont. He then removed to M'iscon-

sin, where he was one of the pioneers of Winne-

bago County, and died at his lionie near Oshkosh,

in his ninety-seventh year. At one time, him-

self, his son, grandson and great-grandson, the

latter a lad of sixteen years, all bound wheat in

the same field.

The paternal grandfather of our subject made

two or three trips across the ocean and on the last

voyage, some of the passengers having ship fever,

the vessel was in consequence quarantined at Mont-

real, and while attempting to land there William

Halley fell from the vessel and was drowned in

the .St. Lawrence River. His wife bore tlic maiden

name of Mary Mackey, and was also a native of

Scotland, where her decease occurred.

David Halley was about twenty \'ears of age

when he came to America, and, learning the trade

of a shoemaker, acted as foreman in a factory at

Lynn, Mass., for some time. Later, he Ijought

land and engaged in farming in Newliury, \l.,

residing there until 1866, which was the date

of his removal to Illinois. Settling in Owen

Townsliip, Mr. Halley resided there until bis de-

cease. He had been married to Isaliel Webster, of

Fifeshire, .Scotland, the daughter of David and

Agnes (Sharp) Webster. She is still living and

residing on tlie old home farm.

The original of this sketch received a fair edu-

cation and remained at home until 1864, when lie

came to Illinois and was employed on a farm for
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two years. He then rented land for a time, and in

the year 1868, going to Blackhawk County, Iowa,

faimed for four years in Lincoln Township. Dis-

posing of that tract, he again purchased in this

country, and here made his iiome until 1883, at

which lime lie purchased the farm where he is now

residing. His estate includes three hundred and

ten acres of excellent and rich soil.

January 29, 1874, Mr. Halle}- was married to Eliz-

abeth Simpson, a native of Buriitt Township, and

a daughter of David .Simpson, of Forfarshire, Scot-

land. Her paternal grandfather,.lohn Simpson, spent

his entire life in that country. The father of Mrs.

Halley was married in Scotland, and, on coming to

America in 1813, lived for three years in Rock-

ford, at the end of which time he located in

Burritt Township on a tract of (ioveriiment land,

and there resided until his death. Her mother

was also a native of Forfarshire, Scotland, and

bore the name of Jane Archer. She was a daugh-

ter of George and Margaret (Smith) Archer and is

residing with her children. .She bore her husband

six children, namely: George, Margaret, Jane,

Rebecca, Martha and Mrs. Halley, twins. The

parents of our subject also reared six children:

William. Marion, David, Robert, Agnes and Ed-

ward.

Our subject and his wife have been granted a

family of six children, who bear the names of

David, William Henry, Frank E., Isabel, George and

Jennie. Airs. Halley is a member of the Presby-

terian Church at Winnebago. In politics, our

subject votes independently. In connection with

his biographical notice will be found a portrait of

Mr. Halley.

\ft-^ ON. J. STANLEY BROWNE, editor in

If jjl chief of the Morning Star of Rockford, has

/4i^^ held that position since its inception,

7^; March 10, 1888. The staff consists of

R. B. Johnson, city editor, and Frank Edmisou,

reporter. The sheet is strictly Democratic, and is

a strong advocate of Cleveland. It is very influ-

ential in its party, being the onlj' avowed Demo-
cratic paper in Winnebago County. It has a large

circulation, its columns being perused by thousands

of readers. It affords pleasure to the biographical

writer to incorporate in this volume the sketch of

the genial editor-in-chief, who demonstrates the

fact that editors, like poets, are born, not made.

The qualities which make a successful journalist

are inbred, and no amount of study can supply

the lack of a keenness of observation, acute per-

ceptions of the tastes of the public, and accurate

judgment on matters treated in various depart

ments of a newspaper.

The Morning Star is a seven-column, eight-paged

paper, issued daily, and be it said to the credit

of tlie management, that nearly all the workmen

wlio were employed in its pulilication at the be-

ginning are still on the force. Mr. Browne has

liad considerable experience in the newspaper line

in New York State, having been employed on the

Albany Argus. While thus engaged, he took an

active part in politics, and prior to reaching his

majoritj' stumped the State for Tilden, in the

campaign of 1876, also making speeches in Indiana

and Ohio, lie was later twice elected on the

Democratic ticket to the New York Legislature

from Otsego County, in which he had previously

served as page, messenger and reporter. He was

very prominent in local affairs, and previous to

the time above spoken of, was Chairman of the

Board of Supervisors, and was Secretary for a per-

iod of five years to Lieut.-Gov. Dorscheimer, during

the time Tilden was Governor, and consequently

became intimately acquainted with that gentle-

man and many other prominent men of the Legis-

lature. His political record in the Empire State

was a brilliant one, but his "»S'ta;'" flnall}' settled in

the West, where he has since given his best efforts

to making it rank among the best in Northern

Illinois. He is a forcible writer, and while in

politics had the reputation of being an eloquent

speaker. While in the Legislature he was the

youngest man in the assembly, in which he was an

active worker, and was also a prominent member

of the congressional and State conventions.

The Hon. Mr. Browne has made a success of ,all

his undertakings. He was born in Albany, N. Y.,

thirty-seven j'ears ago, where he received his edu-

cation in the city schools. Becoming interested
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iu early life in newspaper work, he was carrier

bo}', vvlien quite 3'oung, for the papers of that city.

It will thus be readily seen tliat through his per-

sistent industry and good judgment, he has at-

tained to his present high standing among his

brethren in the newspaper world, and it is his

ambition to go on until lie shall have attained to

the topmost round of the ladder of fame. His

parents lived and died in New York State, where

they were well-to-do and honored citizens.

Our subject, since coming to Illinois, lias made

many political speeches in Winnebago County, in

lichalf of his party. He was married in his native

State to Miss Tallmadge, who was born in Otsego

Count}', where she was given an excellent educa-

tion in the public schools. She is a most intelli-

gent and refined lady and a leader in the social

circles of Rockford. Her father was a soldier in

the Rebellion, and her grandfather was a patriot

in the Revolutionary War. In her religious be-

lief, she is a Methodist.

Socially, our subject is a member of the Order

of Elks, Lodge No. 64, of Rockford, and, in poli-

tics, is a straight out-and-out Democrat.

4^-=—•••••§ ^^

/f^i\
^'^US D. FOX, who resides on a farm on

(l( „ sections 9 and 10, Roscoe Township, Win-
^^f' nebago Countj^, has been a resident of

this county since pioneer days. He has been an

eye-witness to almost the entire growth of the

county, has aided in its development and done all

in his power for its upbuilding and advancement.

To the early settlers a debt of gratitude is due

which can never be repaid, but we can honor them
as the founders of the county.

Mr. Fox was born in Parkman, Geauga County,

Ohio, August 28, 1821. His grandfather, Israel

Fox, was one of the old New Englanders who op-

posed the Puritans in their oppression of the

Quakers. He was a farmer and one of the first

to grow the Weathersfleld onion, which became
an important industry in his locality. He spent

the most of his life in New England and died at

the home of his children in Mentor, Ohio, in 1836,

at the age of ninety-three years. Our subject re-

members him as an old man making whistles and

squirtguns for his grandchildren.

Samuel Fox, father of Cyrus, was born in Ohis-

tonbury. Conn., ]\Ia_y 3, 17K1, and died in Pans,

Mecosta Countj-, Jlicli., in KSS."), at the agt- of

ninety-three jears. His second wife, tlie mother

of our subject, was Hannah Daniels, of Koenstreet,

N. II., a daughter of Aaron Daniels, one of the

pioneers of Mentor, Oliio. Our subject had four

own brothers and three sisters: Abigail, Delana,Ab-

ner, Samuel, Laura, Sidney and Amos. Four died

in infancy and all have now passed away. Delana,

wife of Sanbern Rawso, a pioneer of Jlichigan, died

in Coldwater, that State, at the age of seventy-one

years. Samuel Fox had thirteen children liy his

three wives. Two sons, Sidnej' and Abraham,

were volunteer soldiers in the Fourth Cavalry of

Michigan, the former doing duty at Fortress Mon-

roe. Sidnej- was one of fourteen wlio ca})tured

Jeff Davis. He is a farmer and a mechanic of Cen-

tral Kansas and the only survivor of the family

except our subject.

Cyrus Fox was a lad of fourteen summers when

his mother died, and at that age he began earning

his own livelihood. He afterward joined his fam-

ily in Manhattan, Ohio, and assisted his father in

running an hotel for three years. At the age of

seventeen, he left home and from the wages earned

the first year paid his father -i? 100 for his time. He

worked on a farm that was the home of President

Garfield and in that vicinity until twenty-four

years of age, when he engaged in teaching. As a

companion on life's journey, he chose Miss Lucy

N., daughter of Phiueas and Esther (Gore) Nichols.

They were married in Periy, Lake County, Oliio,

March 16, 1845, and a year later they came to

what is now Roscoe, locating on their present farm

on sections 9 and 10, Roscoe Township. Those pio-

neer days were very happy. In a little log cabin

with their first bab}' they lived, and though many
privations were to be endured, time passed merrily.

Mr. Fox's first landed possessions consisted of

eighty acres, a gift from his wife's father, and an-

other eighty acres, which he purchased at $4 per

acre. He also bought an adjoining forty-acre tract

at $25 per acre. Both he and his wife were taken

ill after coming here and had it not been for the
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faithful nursing of friends thc^- would have died.

The}' had lost one of their twin babies while en

route for Illinois but reared four children. The

twins, Esther Louisa and Luc}' Eliza, were liorn

January 7, 1846; Mary Delana was born in Roscoe,

December 23, 1851; Cyrus M. was born November
26, 1855; and Lucy E., now the wife of Herbert S.

Power, was born April 5, 1863.

In 1891, Mr. Fox was called upon to mourn the

loss of his wife, who died on the 22d of December,

at the age of seventy-two years and was laid to

rest in a cemetery near by. She was a life-long

member of the Baptist Church and Mr. Fox and
the children also belong to the same congregation.

The latter have all settled on farms near the pa-

rental home. In politics. Mr. Fox is a Democrat

and one of the honored citizens of the communit3'.

'A

AVID SAMPLE is at present residing on an

excellent farm comprising one hundred

and sixty acres, located on section 34,

Owen Township, Winnebago County.

The entire acreage is under tlie best methods of

improvement and cultivation, its proprietor liav-

ing erected all the suitable buildings on the place,

l>lanted fruit and shade trees, and in many other

ways has added to its beauty and value. He ranks

among the best agriculturists in the township,

where he is looked upon as an upright and honest

citizen.

Born in Shaler Township, Allegheny County, Pa.,

.Tuly 6, 1843, our subject is a son of William

Samiile, whose birth occurred on the same farm as

did that of our subject, .Tuly 28, 1800. The pa-

ternal grandfather of him of whom we write,

James Sample, was a native of Cumberland Count}',

Pa., his birth occurring March 25, 1756. He was

of Scotch ancestry and served during the Revolu-

tionary War, under Gen. Washington. He located

in Allegheny County at the cessation of hostilities,

and, securing a tract of Government land in Shaler

Townshii), began the work of redeeming it from its

original wildness. Mr. Sample was captain of a

company of militia men and while on duty his

wife and children were taken prisoners by the

Indians but were rescued the same night by a

squaw to whom the grandfather of our subject had

given clothing. While the Indians were having a

war dance, the squaw secured a canoe and released

the prisoners.

The direct progenitor of our subject was reared

an agriculturist and resided on the farm where he

was born seventj'-one years. He later removed to

Sharpsburg, where his death occurred in 18!il, at

the advanced age of ninety-one years. He had

married Jane Anderson, also a native of Pennsyl-

vania, where her birth occurred January 16. 1807.

Mrs. Sample departed this life in Sharpsburg in

1882; she was the daughter of Robert and Christi-

ana Anderson, and became the mother of eight

children, namely: Robert A., James, John, Martha,

William Hayes, Margaret J., David and Eliza-

beth A.

He of whom we write was educated in his na-

tive town and resided on the home farm until the

outbreak of the Civil War when he enlisted, July 4,

186 1, in Company A, Sixty-second Pennsylvania In-

fantry, and was mustered into service at Pittsburg.

From there the company went to Harrisburg, where

the}' remained for two weeks and then spent a like

period in Baltimore. Later, they went to Wash-

ington, D. C, and after a stay there <_if a month,

were sent to Arlington Heights, and went into

winter quarters near Falls Church. In tlie spring

of 1862, the Sixty-second Infantry marched to

Fairfax Courthouse, but were quickly ordered to

Alexandria and there took transports for Fortress

Monroe and after a short time spent there marched

to Big Bethel and later to Yorktown. Our subject

participated with his regiment in the battle and

siege of that place and at Hanover Courthouse,

Mechanicsville, Gaines Mills and Malvern Hills.

In the latter battle, he was severely wounded in

the right arm and hip and was taken to the hospi-

tal at Bedloe's Island. As soon as he was suliici-

ently recovered, he started to join his regiment,

but instead of being allowed to do so was placed

on detached duty at Ft. Hamilton. He later

joined his regiment just in time to participate in

the battle of Mine Run, and after that was em-

ployed in guarding the railroad from Manassas to
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Bealeton Station until starting with Gen. Grant on

the Wihlerness campaign. ]Mr. Sample was dis-

charged in July, 1864, his term of service having

expired, and returning home again resumed farm-

ing on the old homestead until 1871. The follow-

ing five j-ears were spent in traveling, and in 1870

our subject bought the farm which he now ovi^ns

•and occupies, which comprises the northwest f[uar-

ter of section 34.

In 1876, Miss Milinda Steward liecanie the wife

of our subject. She was born in Owen Township,

and is the daughter of James and Marj^ Steward.

B}' her union with onr subject have been born

three children, Steward, Ross and Leota. In his

political relations, our subject is a strong Republi-

can, and being a Grand Army man is prominently

connected with Nevins Post No. 1, G. A. R., at

Rockford. He is also a member of the Farmers'

Mutual Benevolent Association. Mr. Sample has

in his possession the clock that ticked in his grand-

father's old log house nearl}' one hundred years

ago. It reaches from the floor nearly to the ceil-

ing and is in fine repair, keeping correct time.

,^f%SMAN S. NICHOLS, who formerly resided

on a good farm in Bonus Township, Boone

JfJ Count}', but is at present living in Garden

Prairie, had his birth in Crown Point, Essex

County, N. Y., September 28, 1830. His parents

were John and Asenath I). (Edmonds) Nichols,

the former of whom died in Michigan when sixty-

three years of age. The mother of our subject

was also a native of New Hampshire and died at

the home of her son in Kansas in her eightieth

3'ear.

He of whom we write was one of a family of ten

children, six of whom are living. His brother

Orrin was a member of the Eleventh Michigan In-

fantry during the late war and was killed at the

battle of Stone River, liaving enlisted in the

three-years' service. Osman S., March 22, 1859,

was married to Miss Emma Koon, a native of

Steuben County, N. Y., where her birth occurred

May 6, 1838. She was the daughter of Alanson

and IMarilla (Wells) Koon, natives of Albany

County, N. Y., and who died after coming to

Hillsdale County, Mich., at liie respective ages of

sixty-eight and sixt^'-one years. Mrs. Nichols had

seven brothers and sisters, five of whom arc living.

She is of German and AVelsh ancestry, while our

subject is descended from the English.

To Mr. and Mrs. Nichols have been born four

children, only two of whom are living, namely,

Nellie M., who was born October 12, 1861, and

married John W. Kiester, whose birtii occurred

near Orangeville, Stephenson County, this State;

he is Principal of the Garden Prairie High School,

and received his education in the University of

Madison, Wis., and at Carthage, 111. Mrs. Kiester

was educated at the Jennings Semin.ar}' at Aurora,

III., and is the mother of one son, Glenn S., who
was born July 19, 1891. Eugene Nichols, the

second child of our suliject, was born October 31,

1863, and married Essie McCuen. I)}' whom he has

become the father of one son, Roland O., whose

birth occurred June 29, 1891. Mr. Nichols is en-

gaged in general merchandising in Rush Center,

Rush County, Kan., and was given a good educa-

tion in Aurora.

He of whom we write went to California in

18.53, where he was engaged in mining and farm-

ing for five years. He was a lad of eleven years

when he left home and engaged to work for an

uncle, with whom he remained until reaching his

majority, receiving at that time $100 in money.

Soon after his marriage, he located on the farm in

Bonus Township, which he had purchased a short

time before, and upon which he resided until Oc-

tober, 1890, when he purchased town property

and erected a beautiful residence which cost *2,000.

He now rents the old farm and is living in retire-

ment in the village of Garden Prairie.

He of whom we write cast his first Presidential

vote for Franklin Pierce, and since the election of

President Grant has voted with the Republican

part}'. He has been an incumbent of various local

offices, having been School Director and Super-

visor, and was President of the Townshi)) Board

in 1885. He was also School Treasurer for a num-

ber of years, and at the present time is Justice of

the Peace.

Charles Nichols, the brother of our subject, was
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a soldier in the Civil War; his father took part

in the battle of Plaltslnirn:, and his i^randfatliers

on both sides of the house were patriots in the

Revolutionary War.

THOMAS ROP.IilXS, who is engaged in

x mixed farniin"' at his iileasant home on sec-

vSj'^ tion 20, LeRoy Township, Boone County,

keeps about twenty-five dairy cows on his [ilace,

marketing tlie product at a creamery a short dis-

tance from liis home. He was born in Franklin

County, Oliio, in 1833, and is a son of Mathias

lidliMiis. who liad his birth July 27,1 796, in Colum-

liia Cdunty, Fa. The grandfather of our subject,

Thomas Robbins, was a farmer in England and, on

emigrating to Aniericn, came in an carl}' day to

Pennsylvania. He came to tlie New "World in

company with six brothers, who made their homes

in as many different States. The wife of Grand-

father Robbins, previous tf) her marriage, was Eliza-

beth Cline, of German birtli. To them were horn a

family of six sons and two daugliters, only one of

whom is living.

Mathias Robliins was married in the Keystone

State to Sarah Coudcr and went to Franklin

County, Oliio, in I<S2() with his wife and tliree

children. He was a tailor liy trade, which line of

business he followed for fourteen years in Wood
County, and in the fall of 1848 came to Illinois,

being accompanied by his famil}- of seven children,

his eldest daugliters following in 185 l. Mr. Robbins

purchased fortj' acres of land in Le Roy Township,

to which he soon added eighty acres, and five or

six years thereafter bought another forty acres

which comprises his present home of one hundred
and sixty acres.

The mother of our subject died when he was a

lad of ten years and his father passed aw^ay August

12, 1884, ill his eighty-sixth 3-ear. The parents

reared a family of ten children, of whom two sons

and five daughters are still surviving.

He of whom we write was married to Amanda,
daughter of Rnssel and Mary(Ash) Creveling. She

bore him two children: William Russel and Bertha

May, and de[>arted this life November 5, 1873 in

her thirtieth year. March 31,187.5, Mr. Robbins

chose for his second wife Miss Susan, daughter of

William and Mary (Moore) Millard, natives of

Pennsylvania, whose sketch will be found on an-

other page of this volume.

Our subject is engaged in general farming, in

which calling he is more than ordinarily successful.

In politics, he votes the Repuljlican ticket and oc-

cupies a high place among his fellow-townsmen.

When the family of Mathias Robbins removed

from Pennsylvania to Ohio in 1820, thej' made the

journey with a team of horses and later, in 1848.

came to the Prairie State in the same manner,

making over a thous.and miles' journeying in this

way.

AVID WILLIAM IMr.AI ASTER. A trav-

eler journeying along the higliways of

•^^^ Bonus Township, Boone County, must be

well pleased with the appearance of the

farms which greet his eye. Among the most

neatly cultivated and richly producing of them

all we are pleased to mention that of Mr. JIcMas-

ter. He was born July 3, 1818, in Chenango

County, N. Y., and is a sou of Daniel and Mary

(Campbell) McMaster, the former of whom was

born, lived and died in the P^mpire State.

The paternal grandparents of our subject came

from Scotland and passed their last da3-s in New
York. He of whom we write remained at home

until sixteen years of age, when he engaged to

work out on farms by the month until 1843, at

which time he made bis advent into Boone County.

He took up a tract of eighty acres of Government

land which is his present abiding-place.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

October, 1831, was Phrebe Green, who was born

in Oswego, N. Y., and was the daughter of Horace

R. Green. Her father was also a native of that

State and died after coming to Boone County.

Mrs. McMaster was one 111 a family of five children,

three of whom are yet living, and departed this

life in her forty-sixth year. To herself and hus-

band were born seven children, the two eldest

of whom are deceased; Alfred, who resides in
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Iowa, is a farmer, is married and has four cliil-

dren; Clara is single; Matilda is married to Ben-

jamin S. Herbert and resides in Bonus Townsiiip;

Cephas H. works the old homestead, is married

to Florence Reed and has one son; I'hosa L., a

music teacher, is at home. The children have all

been given good educations in Belvidere and

Freeport schools and are attendants at the Presby-

terian Church, in which denomination our sub-

ject's father was Deacon for many 3'ears and one

of the pillars of the church.

The political views of Mr. McMaster bring him

into affiliations with the Republican part}-, though

previous to the election of Lincoln he voted the

Democratic ticket. He has taken an interest in

forwarding educational affairs of his township and

for a number of years was School Director and

Highwav Commissioner. The beautiful farm upon

which he resides speaks forth the praises of the man
whose systematic hand and thorough industry

have brought it to its present prosperous and pro-

lific condition.

YLVESTER B. COFFIN, is a native-born

resident of Roscoe Township, Winnebago

County, 111., his birth occurring January

6, 1844, and almost his entire life has been

identified with the growth and evolution of social,

political and natural life in this State. He is the

son of Henderson W. CoHin, and the grandson of

Edward Coffin, who was born in the Empire State,

and who followed the occupation of a farmer all

his life. The latter was married in his native

State to Miss Petten, a native of New York State,

and they became the parents of five sons and six

daughters. Both grandparents died at an ad-

vanced age.

Henderson W. Coffin was l>orn in Oneida County,

N. Y., in 1813, and was married in that State

to Miss Harriet Kanier, of Buffalo, N. Y. There

they remained until the fall of 1837, when
they determined to seek fame and fortune in the

Far West, and with teams they made the journey

to Illinois, which State was then but sparsely set-

tled. Mr. Ciilliu had Init ver\- little means to assist

him along and he and his thrifty and econom-

ical wife experienced many hanlshiiis and priva-

tions in getting a start. The first night he spent

in Winnebago County, Jlr. Colfin purchased one-

half section <if land, giving his only cow. which

he had driven from York State, his gun, his watch,

and S320 in a note for this tract. ^Ir. and Mrs.

Coffin had a great struggle to keeji and i)ay for

this land but thej' finally obtained a (rovernment

lease for all but about eighty acres. This farm of

two hundred and forty acres is now owned by tlicir

s(m Fletcher.

!Mr. Henderson W. Coffin was a brick-maker b}-

trade and his first brickyard was started in 1840,

west of Beloit. lie subsequently purchased more

land for brickyards, liecoming the owner of

twent3'-eight acres in Roscoe where the depot now
stands, and this land is now- owned b}- his daugh-

ter. He gave the land for the depot, lie and

Thomas Baldwin, an early settler, walki^l fi-om

Rockford to near Beloit. carried their tools, and

built a house, taking four trees standing for posts.

Three days later they had finished it and were

back in Rockford. Mr. Collin had men working

for him for fift^- cents a da}' and two meals, some

walking six miles to and from their work. Many
of them owned their own farms but wanted ready

money. Mr. Coffin's trade was more to him than

wealth, and men of means, able to bu}' him out

several times, worked for him at fifty cents a day.

At that time men cradled grain for twenty-five

cents an acre. Mr. Cotlin died in August, 1875i

when not quite sixty-three j-ears of age. His widow

is now residing in Rockford, on Morgan Street.

He built the first elevator at the Roscoe depot.

This worthy couple reared eleven children: Agnes,

Julia M., S. B. (our subject), Esther, William

Heniy, Horace A., Fletcher, Mary Jane, E. B., Al-

fred H. and Ruby II. Of these, Horace died at

the age of forty years and IMary Jane, Mrs. W. B.

Scott, died when thirtj'-six j'cars of age. The re-

mainder are living and well-informed people, al-

though they had but common-school advantages.

Sylvester Coffin remained at home, engaged in

business with his father, until twentj'-nineyears of

age, when he married Miss Anna Addey, a native

of P^ngland, and the daughter of Thomas Addc\',
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who came from bis native country to Canada in

1851, and from there to Illinois the following 3-ear.

In 1878, onr subject sold out his grain elevator at

Roscoe and began tilling the soil on his lirst farm,

one of the man_y his father liu'l ownoil, the latter

being the owner at one time of eleven hun-

dred acres. Sylvester has since erected a good

frame house, large and comfortable ont-build-

ings, and is progressive and enterprising. In

connection with farming, he is also engaged in

stock-raising to some extent. t)f his marriage has

been born two daughters, now fourteen and ten

years of age, respectively. Mr. Cotlin has been a

Prohiliitionist for the i)ast twenty-two years, and

lie Mini liis wife are members of the Methodist

Church.

<^ fe II. PALMER has been connected with the

%/i^j//
l'''*!'"'^'' Hardware Company as an active

V7 \^ member since 1872. This is one of the

leading enterprises of the city and, in connection

with the general hardware Inisincss, they manu-

facture large ipiantities of tinware. Their estab-

lishment is located on the corner of East State

and Second Streets. The business was founded in

1856 by a brother of our suliject, T. F. Palmer, who
is now a resident of Eugene, Ore., and for one

year it was carried on under the firm title of Peck

& Palmer. Later, the firm liecarae Wingate &
Palmer, and in 1874 assumed the style of T. F.

Palmer & Co.. and later it was incorporated as the

Palmer Hardware Company, with T. F. Palmer as

President and E. IM. Holmes, .Secretary and Treas-

urer. On the former selling out, J. R. Moxley

became President, Mr. Holmes continuing as Sec-

retary, while W. H. Palmer and .1. W. Hale are

active members of the company. These four

gentlemen represent the entire business interests

of the firm. From the day on which it was estab-

lished, the business has constantly increased, until,

as before stated, it is one of the most important

enterprises of Rockford.

W. H. Palmer, whose name heads this sketch,

was born in Pittsford, Rutland County, Vt., in

1838, and there acquired his education. At about

the time he attained his majority, he went to Ma-
lone, N. Y., where he established a clothing store

as a member of the firm of J. N. and W. H. Palmer.

After three years, a disastrous fire broke out in the

citj' and, with others, they lost their entire jirop-

erty. The gentlemen returned to their native

county and our subject spent a few years in the

Green Mountain State, after wliich he emigrated

Westward, locating in Rockford.

Our subject possesses many of the best charac-

teristics of his ancestors—the Scotch. His father,

T. H. Palmer, was born in Kelso, Scotland, and

when a young man, with two brothers and a sis-

ter, crossed the broad Atlantic, locating in Pliila-

delphia. Pa., where the brothers established a print-

ing-office and engaged in business for some time.

After a few years one brother and the sister died.

The other brother went South, was married and

died after the birth of one son, who is yet living.

T. H. Palmer left Pliiladelphia and went to Ver-

mont, where he soon afterward wedded Joanna T.

Fenton, who was born and reared in the Green

Mountain State. They located on a farm, but Mr.

Palmer gave his attention to his pi'ofession, that

of an educator. He was Superintendent of public

schools in Vermont for several j-ears and a promi-

nent man in that State. He died at the age of

seventy-six years, and his wife passed away at the

age of sevent3'-two. Both were consistent mem-
bers of the Congregational Church, and the hus-

band was a Whig and a stanch Abolitionist until

the organization of the Republican [tarty, wlien

he joined its ranks.

Our subject was carefully reared by his parents

and in Pittsford, Vt., after attaining to mature

years, he wedded Louisa J. North, who was born

in Springfield, Mass., and a daughter of Walter

and Betsy (Carpenter) North, both natives of the

Bay State. Her father was employed in the arm-

ory of Springfield until about middle life, when

he became connected with a manufacturing com-

pany. His death occurred in Springfield at the

age of seventy years. His father was also in the

Government employ in the Armoiy of Springfield

for many years. The family were members of the

Episcopal Church in early life, but afterwards

joined the Congregational Church.
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Unto Mr. and Sirs. Palmer were horn three

daughters: Helen F. and Florence A., g-raduates

of the Rockford High School, and Grace L., who is

still a student. The eldest daughter is now a

teacher of recognized ability in the ward school.

The mother, who was a consistent member of the

Congregational Church, was called to the home

beyond on tlie 1st of July, 1886, at tiie ago of

fort^'-four, d^-ing in Wisconsin. She was a faith-

ful and loving wife, a devoted mother, and won

the esteem of all who knew her.

During tlie late war, i\Ir. Palmer cnlisteil, in

1861, for nine months' service as a private of

Company G, Twelfth Vermont Infantry. He par-

ticipated in the battle of Gettysburg and other

eng.agenients, and after a year's service was honor-

ablj' discharged. He is now a member of Kevins

Post No. 1, G. A. R., and is a stalwart advocate

of Republican principles. His duties of citizen-

ship are ever faithfully performed and he is a sa-

gacious and far-sighted business man, who by his

own efforts has achieved a signal success m life.

AVID A. TOMB. Tiiis successful contractor

Pand builder of Rockford, who has resided

here since the spring of 1886, was born iii

Armagh, Pa., and is a son of John and Fannie

(Shaw) Tomb. His father lived and died in Ind-

iana County, Pa., passing away at the age of eighty

.years. He was a farmer and followed that occupa-

tion throughout his entire life. His wife died in

the same count}- on the home farm when about

sixt}'-five 3'ears of age. Both were members of

the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.

Our subject was reared and educated in the vil-

lage of his birth and when sixteen years of age

began to learn the trade of a cabinet-maker, and

also a carpenter and joiner, serving a five years'

apprenticeship. He then began work on his own
account, and has since followed his trade success-

fully. He is a practical and skilled workman and

hence there has always been a demand for his la-

bor. He has traveled extensively as a builder,

both in the South and West, having worked in many

towns and cities in Iowa and Kansas, and siicnt

five years at his work in Chicago. He built llic cnurt

house in El Paso, Tex.,and wherever he has gone has

won a high rej^utation for skill. He returned to

Illinois in IKfil, but afterwards spent some years

in the South. He came from Mexico to Rockford

in the spring of 1886, and since that time has been

actively engaged as a contractor and builder, i)ut-

ting up some excellent buildings in this city. A
good workman in this line is ever in deni.Tiid, and

hence he has received a liberal patronage.

In Mendota, 111., in the spring of 1861, Mr.

Tomb was married to Miss Agnes Peters, who was

born on the Emerald Isle, and when a small child

came with her brothers to this country. Her par-

ents lived and died in Ireland. One child graces

their union, Frankie, wiio is now tlie wife of

George Wilson, a boot and shoe dealer in Ln S;ille

and a successful merchant. They have two chil-

dren: George and Arnold. Although !Mr. and

Mrs. Tomb have resided in Rockford for a compar-

atively short period, they have made many friends

in this city, and their sterling worth easily wins

them high regard. He is a straightforward, up-

right business man who ever faithfully performs

his part of a contract, and has thus won an envialile

reputation in business circles. Ho now has a

pleasant home at No. 910 South Court Street.

The portrait of Mr. Tomb is [>rescnted on an-

other page.

^^1 BA • H

TEPHEN DELOS GREGORY, who resides

on section 33, Guilford Townsliip, Winne-

liago County, was born on the 2d of

March, 1834, on a f.arm on the dividing-

line between Niagara and Orleans Counties, N. Y.

His grandparents were Samuel and Lorena Greg-

ory, natives of Connecticut and of English descent.

His father, Samuel Gregory, was born in Danbuiy,

Conn., and when a >-oung man removed to New
York, where he was married. In the fall of 1835,

he made a visit to AVinnebago Countj', 111., and

located a claim in what is now Rockford. He

then returned for his wife and two children and

came on to the new home. They lived in a log cnliin
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in the midst of a wild and unbroken tract of land.

There was no mill nearer than Ottawa, and the

deer roamed over the prairie where the city of

Roekford now stands. Mr. Gregory improved his

farm, which he sold after some ye.ars and purchased

land in Cherrj' Valley Township. Sometime after-

wards he went to Roekford and subsequently' re-

turned to Niagara County, N. Y., where he made

his home until his death. His remains were brought

back and interred in the Roekford cemetery. His

wife, who bore the maiden name of Joanna Bate-

man, was born in tlie Empire State and died on the

farm in ('herry N'alley Township. They were both

consistent Metiiodists and were members of the

first Methodist Class of Roekford, which was organ-

ized at the home of Rev. William Royal with live

members—Daniel and Mary Beers, Mrs. Enoch and

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory.

Ohv subjecl was the eldest of seven children, the

other meniliers of the familj- lieing Delia A., John

Claik, Samuel H., James B., Adelaide, and P^dna J.

INIr. Gregory of this sketch was only two years old

when with his parents he came to Illinois. He at-

tended the first school ever taught in Roekford, it

being held on the block bounded by East State, Sec-

ond, Third and Walnut Streets and was taught b^'

Miss Brown. As soon as old enough to handle the

plow, he began farming, and at the age of eight

went to C'hicago with his father, each taking a load

of grain to market.

On the 6th of November, 18l_12, Mr. (iregory mar-

ried Charlotte Arabella Matson, who was born in

Ashtabula County, Ohio, and is a daughter of Nor-

man Matson, a son of William and Temperance

(Taylor) Matson. He learned the trade of a plasterer

and removed from Ncvv York to Ashtabula County,

Ohio, whence, in 1846, he came to Illinois, lo-

cating ill Winnebago County after the war, but

after a year and a half he returned to Ohio, where

he is yet living. He served m the Fifty-second

Illinois Infantry during the late war and was a

faithful soldier. His wife was Charlotte Victs, a

native of Ohio, and a daughter of Rosswell and
Arabella A'iets. She died in Ottawa in 1860.

Soon after his marriage, Mr Gregory rented his

father's farm for two years, then bought a farm in

Cherry N'alley Township, upon which lie resided

until 1867, when he removed to his present farm,

three miles east of the city limits. He there has a

pleasant home and a valuable tract of land yields to

him a golden tribute. Sis children gather around

the tire side: Frank Albert, Katie M., Charles D.,

Lottie B., J. Herbert and Irvin. The parents and

the five older children are members of the Centen-

nial Methodist Church and the family ranks higii

in social circles, while the Gregory household is the

abode of hospitality. In polities, Mr. Gregory is a

Repulilican.

/RANK G. HOGLAND. Among the leading

business men of Roekford, the subject of

this sketch takes a prominent place, having

from small beginnings reached his present strong

financial position through hard work, persever-

ance and pluck. Born in that cold and far-awa.y

country, Sweden, Wester Gothland Province, Feb-

ruary 6, 1863, he was the youngest of a family of

five children, all of whom are now residents of the

United States. His father, August Hogland, left

his native countiy for this in the latter part of

the '60s, and as soon as he had accumulated sufll-

cient means, or in 1870, he sent for his wife and

children. They joined him in Cliicago, and there

the parents reside at the present time, the father

sixty-nine, and the mother sixtj'-seven years of

age. They are prominent people in North Chi-

cago, and are exemplary members of the Swedish

Lutheran Church of that city. One child was born

after coming to this countiy. The cliildren are

as follows: John H., a practicing attorney of Chi-

cago, 111., was married in that cit}-; Edward C, a

cutter in a merchant tailoring establishment of

Chicago, married Miss Ida Landgren, of Chicago;

Charles H. is single, and a Justice of the Peace of

North Chicago; Frank G., our subject; and Oscar,

who is associated with our subject in the insurance

business located at No. 329 East State Street, and

does the clerical work.

The subject of this sketch is one of the pushing,

progressive young men of Roekford, and is as popu-

lar socially as he is successful in business. He is at
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present the popular and capable Citj' Clerk, and

the efficient manner in which he has discharged

the duties of this office abundantly testifies as to

the wisdom of the people's choice. He is also

President of the Star Furniture Companj-, Vice-

president of the Skandia Furniture Company, and

Vice-president of the West End Furniture Com-

pany, being the first stockholder in two of these.

He is also a stockholder in a number of other en-

terprises, including the Mechanics' Furniture Com-

pany, Rockford Mantel and Furniture Company,

the Royal Sewing Machine Companj-, and the

Rockford Desk .and Furniture Company. He is in-

terested in the Peterson Land Compan}', also in

other s3-ndicates, and in the Posten Publishing

Company of Rockford. If there is one enterprise

among the many with which he is connected that

Mr. Hogl.and takes special interest in, it is that of

tiie Hogland Insurance Agency, which was organ-

ized three years ago. He was the chief promoter,

and is now the sole proprietor, doing a strict!}'

local insurance business, and meeting with remark-

able success.

Mr. Hogland is a man of thorough understand-

ing of public affairs, and is independent in his po-

litical views. He is now filling his first term as

Citj' Clerk, as before mentioned. In his religious

views, he is a Lutheran, and a member of the Church

Board of the First Swedish Lutheran Church of

Rockford. He has been a Director of the Young
Men's Christian Association of this city for many
years, and, in short, is a live, energetic young man
who is interested in all measures for the advance-

ment and progress of the city.

Miss Emma M. Alauder, who became his wife in

Chicago, was originally from Wester Gothland,

Sweden, born May 22, 1864, and was quite young
when she came with her parents to this country in

1870. Thej' settled in Chicago, but later came to

Rockford, in which city the mother received her

final summons, at the home of her daughter, Mrs.

Hogland, in 1887. when sixt3'-three years of age.

The father is still living, is sixty-four years of age,

and also makes his home with his daughter. He
was a member of the First Luther.an Church, and
his wife also held membership in that church. His

son, Alfred A., is foreman of the music department

,17 EWIS B. GRE(;ORY, on

ll (^ and prominent citizens

jlj
—^^ living a retired life, wr

of the Kimball Organ Company. Chicago. The lat-

ter wedded Miss Emily Barnard, of Chicago.

Mr. and Mrs. Hogland are among the representa-

tive people of Rockford, and their home possesses

many comforts, and is pleasantly situated. Tlieir

marriage has been blessed by the birth of one cliild.

Lillian Florence.

=*" •'•#^^ •?• -^
' ^'P -

EWIS B. GREGORY, one of the well-to-do

ins of Rockford. now
oni in Seneca

County, X. Y., March 28, 182n, and conies of an

old New England family. His grandfather, Sam-

uel Gregory, was a native of Connecticut, ami

there spent his entire life as a farmer, dying at an

advanced age. The family was founded in Amer-

ica many j'ears prior to the Revolutionary War.

The wife of Samuel Gregory, a Connecticut lady,

survived him some years, and died at the home (if

one of her children, at the age of eighty-seven.

Both were active members of the Methodist Church.

The Rev. Harry Gregory, father of our sul)j('ct,

was born in the town of Danbuiy, Conn., and

reared among the hills of that neighljorhood.

When a young man, he went to Seneca Cdunfy,

N. Y., becoming a farmer of Ovid I'ownship, and

there married Hannah Barnuni, a native of that

county. After some years, the}' removed to Nia-

gara County, N. Y., where Mr. Gregory liegan

preaching as a Methodist minister, and from tiiat

time until his death engaged in Gospel work. He
died in Canandaigua, N. Y., in 1879, at the age of

eighty-four years. He had fought in tlie War of

1812, and was a strong Alioliticjnist. taking an

active part in the suppression of slavery. He voted

first with the Whig party, and afterward became a

stalwart Republican. His wife died in New York

about twenty jears before the death of lier hus-

band. They were the parents of eight children,

four of whom are yet living, and are married.

We now take up the personal history of (uir

subject, who was yet quite young when his parents

removed to Lockport. Later he went with the fain-

ilj' to Lima, Livingston County, N. Y., where he

acquired a seminary education, and became a
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teacher. Tie there followed that profession for

some years liefore coming Westward. He was a

young man of twenty-two years when he arrived

in Rockford. Here he engaged in teaching for

about two and a half ^ears. and then became in-

terested in tlie erection of the first sawmill built

on the Hock Kivcr at this place, and the construc-

ti<m of the lirst dam. He has taken quite an active

|)art in the upliuilding and development of the

city, and his name is insi-parably connected with

its histiirv. He is imw laying out in lots the land

which he iiurchased here in 1815. He has been as-

sociated with some cif the leading enteri>rises of

Rockford, and is now a stockholder and Director

of the Burial Case Company, and a stockholder

and Vice-president of the Air lirush Company,

which was established some ten years ago, and is

now doing an extensive Imsiness, liaving gained a

wide reputation. Although business has largely

occupied his attention, Mr. Gregorj' has .yet found

time to devote to those interests which are calcu-

lated for the moral bcnetit of the city. He has

long l>eeu an advocate of temperance principles,

and now votes with the Prohibition party.

Mr. Gregory was married, in Rockford. to Miss

Lucy E. SpafFord. who was born in St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., December IS, l,s:51, was educated

in the Rockford Seminary, and died at her home

in this city, July 2, 1888. Her parents were Dan

and Julia (Gallowaj?) Spafford. early settlers of

Rockford, of 1814. Her father was a printer here

for many years, and was well known among the

pioneers of the county. "Uncle Dan" and "Aunt

Julia" were household words with many, and they

had the love and esteem of all who knew them.

Mrs. Spafford was an Episcopalian. Both lived to

an advanced age.

Mrs. (iregory was one of quite a large family.

She was a cultured and refined lady, highly es-

teemed for her many excellencies of character, and

was a member of the Presbyterian Church. At her

death she left five children, and one son. Charles,

had died in infancy. The living are Edward, a

member of the firm of Springer eV Gregory, plumb-

ers and pump manufacturers. He married P^veline

Chancy, and after her death wedded Laura J. Pot-

ter. Cari'ol S.. who was educated in P>cloit, Wis..

and is now a plumber of that city, married Jennie

Waterman; Dr. Lewis L., who married Sarah

Throckmorton, is a prominent physician of Chi-

cago; Kittle C. is the wife of George N. Safford, a

leading lumberman of Rockford; George B., who
completes the family, is a clerk and book-keeper

for the Love Manufacturing Company. TlieGrtg-

ory family is well and favorablj' known in Rock-

ford, .and the father is one of its leading and ui-

fiuential citizens. He now resides at No. 304 South

Eirst Street, where he has a comfortable home and

is practically living a retired life.

HARLES 0. AND GUSTAVE E. EMER.SON
are members of the firm of Emerson, Win-

quist &: Co., general bl.acksmiths, horse-

slioers, and wagon and carriage repairers and

manufacturers, located at No. 904 Fifth Avenue,

where they have a large and well-arranged build-

ing for their business, G.5xG6 feet, recently erected

by themselves.

These brothers have been residents of tbeLTnited

States since 1869, when they came with their par-

ents, and as a family located at Attica, Ind. A
year later, the father, Jonas Emerson, died, when

aliout forty years of age. He pursued the calling

of an agriculturist, and was fairly successful in this

occupation. He was a member of the State Church.

The wife and mother is still living, and finds a

comfortable home with her children in Rockford.

She is now sixty-four years of age, and a member

of the Swedish Mission Church. Of the six chil-

dren born to her marriage, three sons and three

daughters, one, John A., died a few days after

landing in this country. Another child, Augusta,

died a few years later at Lafayette, Ind. The eld-

est living is Emma, wife of William H. Hallen, of

Little Rock, Ark.; Mary C. became the wife of

James L. Peterson, and now resides in this city,

her husband being a contractor and builder.

G. E. Emerson, of this notice, has resided in

Rockford since December 24, 1890, and came from

Chicago, where he had followed his trade, learned

in Lafayette, Ind. Since their residence in this
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city, they Lave become equal stocklioklers iu the

Mantel and Furniture Company, and are [iraetical

and experienced young business men.

Our subjects are natives of Jonkoping Lan, Smo-

land Province, Sweden, the former liorn in 1801,

and the latter September 17, 1863. Charles O.

Emerson is a skilled wood-worker by tiade. He

wedded Jliss Iluldaii Johnson, of Lafayette, Ind.,

and they have a bright little daughter, lUith (_).

Gustave E. is a single man, and is also a skillful

workman. Both the Emerson boys are noted for

their integrity, ability and enterprise, and are very

poi)ular and respected in business circles. They

are ardent supporters of the Republican party, in

their political views. The entire family holds mem-

bership in the Swedish Mission Church.

(|L_^ ARRY DOOLITTLE, who was born October

24, 1815, in Boston, Erie County, N. Y.,

is now a well-known farmer of Guilford

^ Township, Winnebago County, residing on

section 11. His pai'ents, Calvin and Susanna

(Cary) Doolittle, were natives of New Y'ork and of

English extraction. On emigrating Westward at

an early day they settled iu Marion County, Mich.,

and two years afterwards came to Harlem, 111., lo-

cating on Government land which had not yet

come into the market and was still unsurveyed.

Our subject had come to Illinois two years pre-

vious, and iu the spring of 1835 made a squatter's

claim of about two hundred and twenty acres of

land in what is now Harlem Township, near the

mouth of Willow Creek. He located upon this

land and commenced its improvement. In May,

1838, he was united in marriage with Catherine

Stedman, a native of Massachusetts, and a daugiiter

of Austin and Sarah (Burbank) Stedman, both of

whom were from New England. Her father died

when she was an infant and her mother afterward

removed to Cattaraugus County, N. Y., where Mrs.

Doolittle speut the days of her maidenhood.

They came to Illinois in 1838, and Mrs. Stedman

died in this State at tlie age of seventy, leaving a

small family.

In 1856, Mr. Doolittle sold hLs farm iu Harlem

Township for i?30 per .acre and bouglit a farm uf

one hundred and fifty acres on section ll,Ouil-

ford Townshiii, for whicii he i)aid about -ii20 [kv

acre. The log cabin u|)on it was soon reiilaced liy

a commodious residence, good liarns were built,

other im[)rovements made, and two hundred and

forty acres were added to the estate. At present

he owns a finel3'-improve(l and valuable farm of

one hundred and twelve acres, in addition to

which he has a quarter-section of land in Cerro

Gordo County, Iowa. He is now |)ra( tically living

a retired life, iu the enjoyment of a lest which he

has so truly earned and richly deserves. He spends

his time at his home and with his children.

The Doolittle family numbered live sons and

five daughters, of whom three are now deceased:

Calvin, who died at the .age of three and a half years;

Sarah, who died on her tiiirteenth birthda^y; and

Julia, who became the wife of A. J. Turner, and

died at the age of thirt3'-five, leaving a son who
was killed at Niger Wells, Arizona, and a daugh-

ter. The living are Mary C, now Mrs. Beamer;

Philetus W.; Elizabeth S., wife of E. B. Fuller, who
resides on the Iowa farm; Anizi L.; Edward; Aus-

tin, of California, and Laura, wife of A. C. Ketchum,

of Michig.au. The moUier of this family died

January 12, 1882. She was a most estimable lady

and had many warm friends throughout the com-

munity. Mr. Doolittle is a well-known citizen of

Winnebago Count}', where he has so long made

his home. He is numl)ered among its honored

pioneers, for more than half a century has passed

since he located within its borders.

The portrait of Mr. Doolittle accompanies this

sketch of his life.

UMPHREY S. JENNISOX. In giving

honor to whom honor is due, we should

not neglect 11. S. Jennison, who beg.au life

empty-handed and has accumulated a good

property by dint of energetic and well-directed

efforts. He is living at the present time in Du-

rand, where he is retired from business of any

kind, and where he has a neat home, well supplied

with all the comforts and man}' of the luxuries of
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life. Our subject is a pioneer of Winnebago

County, liavinu' located in what is now Laona

Townshiii in the s|)ring of 18.")5, and has thus

been an c\c-witness U> the wonderful dcvelop-

uienl of this section, in tlie bringing about of which

he has been no uniiiipcirtant factor.

I'loiu in Swantoii, Vt., .June 15, 1823, he of

whom we write is tlie son of Joseph and Theoda

(Harlier) .h'nuison, natives of New England. The

(larents wvw farmers, and tlie father, who was born

Marcli 1.'.. 17'Jl. .lied in January, 1856. The

mother o( our suliject survived her husband many
vears and <le|iarte<l this life in Howard Countj',

Iowa, in IMS'.), at the advanced age of ninety-one

years. William Jennison, grandfather of our sub-

ject, was liorn A[iril 12. 1758. in Mass.achusetts,

and married Saiah Sumner, who was lioru May 6,

1 TGI, in Ihe same .State. The.y were the jjarents

(if nine i-hihhen. viz: Elizalieth, Joseph S., Na-

hum E.. Charles II., William D., Israel S., Sarah

S., Daniel W. and Erastus G. William Jennison 's

maternal grandfather was Jesse Barber, born Janu-

ary KJ. lyfiCi, and married to Hepsibah Humphrey,

liorn June 21, 17(i7. Tliey were the parents of

nine children, viz: Roswell, Hepsiliah, Achoah,

(iilcs, Theoda, Laura, Theophilus, Jesse and Diana.

The seven children included in the parental

family weie: Caroline, who was born in 1821, and

died in lHt2; our subject, who is the second in

order of birth: Samuel W., whose birth occurred

()ct<ilier H'l. I.s-i5, is a farmer and wheelwright,

making his home in Sheldon, ^'t.; Sarah S., who
was born December 2(1, 1827, was married to

(ieorgc S. Hastings, ;ind died in Cana<la, Decem-

ber 21, ISHl; Lucy W., wlio was born July 15,

1830, is ]\Irs. .lames A. (.'rittenden and makes her

home in Wentworth. Iowa; Allen V,.. who was

born February 23. 1832, is unmarried and makes

his home in Howard County, Iowa; Charles, who
was born November 5, 1834, is also living in that

county.

Humplirey S. Jennison was reared on the home
farm, and April (J. 1846, w.as married to Calista J.

Olds. The lady was born in St. Albans, Yt., Feb-

iMiary 12, 1825, and is the daughter of Elias and

Abigail (Oreurtt) Olds, natives of New Elngland.

Her father was a farmer and after marriage re-

sided in Vermont, where the decease of both par-

ents occurred in Swanlon. Elias Olds was liorn

February 23, 1778, and died January 19, 1869;

his wife, who was born March 29,1789, died Ajirii

8, 1847. Mrs. Jennison was one in a family of

six children: Louisa, whose birth occurred Janu-

uary 24, 1811, was married to Henry Sharp and

died at Defiance, Ohio, September 10, 1834; Caro-

line, who was born March 10, 1813, became the

wife of Henrj- L. Brainard and died in St. Albans,

Vt., July 11, 1882; Roxa, who was born June 15,

1815, married Henry Sliarj) and makes her home
in I't. Wayne, Ind.; Samuel N., who was born

June 24, 1818, resides in St. Joseph, Ind.; Calista

J. is the wife of our subject, and Henry E., who
was l)orn January 31, 1827, departed this life at

Delphi, Ind., January 12, 1871.

After his marriage, our subject owned and lo-

cated on a farm in Franklin County, Vt., where he

made his home until 1855, at which time he con-

cluded to try his fortune in the West, and, upon

locating in Illinois, settled in Laona Township.

His first purchase of land consisted of eighty acres,

which he improved and later sold. In 1857, he

became the owner of one hundred and eighty acres

in the same township, which he improved and

lived upon until 1881. Th.at year he sold his

farm to his son and, removing to Durand, has

since lived retired in a pleasant home.

Mr. and Mrs. Jennison are the parents of four

children: Charles H., who was born February 1 1,

1850, married Rebecca Winchester and resides in

Riceville, Iowa, being the father of four children:

Myiton S., Blanch, Harry and Bessie. Louise S.,

who was born October 31, 1855, was the wife of

Edward Norton, of Laona, and had a family of

four cliildren: Herbert, Arthur, Carrie and Mil-

burn; she died May 6, 1892. Carrie E., whf> was

born March 25, 1860, is now Mrs. Archibald Mor-

gan and makes her home in Howard Count}', Iowa,

where she also has a family of three children:

Louise, Mildred and Fred. Mattie O., who was

born December 3, 18G4, married Frank Sheik.

In his political relations, Mr. Jennison, though

formerly a Republican, now votes with the Pro-

hiViition party. His wife, who is a member of the

Congregational Church, is a most amiable and
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kind-hearted lady, making a happy home for lier

husband. Our subject, who has accumulated a

handsome property, is generous with his means,

ever ready to do a favor, and is well liked by his

neighbors.

S^ LI SUA L. WOODRUFF. Proniinently

.'lUi?' for

fe] connected with the institutions nt' Kock-

rd as one nf its leading business men,

associated with the lumber interests of the place

under the firm title of Woodruff it Maguire, and

carrying on an extensive and lucrative business, is

tlie gentleman whose name introduces these para-

graphs. He first came to this city in 1851, and

after spending some j-ears in the employ of differ-

ent companies, went to Pecatonica and established

a lumber yard in the latter part of the '50s, re-

maining thus engaged until after the close of the

Rebellion.

In 1865, Mr. Woodruff returned to Rockford

and most of the ensuing years has been engaged

in business as a lumber dealer, his stock consisting

of a full line of hard and soft lumber and house-

building supplies. He is also closely identified

with other important organizations of the city,

being President of the Forest City Electric Light

and Power Company; Vice-President of the Second

National Bank; Director in the Rockford Fire In-

surance Compan^y; Director in the Rockford Shoe

Company, and the Rockford Tack Company, and

President of the Rockford Plow Company, besides

being a stockholder in various other corporations

of the city.

To learn more fuU^- tlie iini)ortant events in the

life of a gentleman who is so prominently con-

nected with the best interests of Rockford, will be

interesting and useful to the reader. Mr. Wood-
ruff was born in New Marlborough, Berkshire

County, Mass., June 24, 1826. His grandfatlier,

John Woodruff, removed with his wife and cliil-

dren from Connecticut to the hills of Berksliire

County, where he was an earl^- settler and operated

as a farmer. IMeinliers of tlie Woodruff family

were soldiers in the War of 1812.

At the time of the removal to Massachusetts,

Elisha Woodruff, father of our subject, was a \:\(]

of six years, and he grew to manliood amid tljc

scenes <;f Berkshire County. After liis mani;igc,

whicli united him with Miss I'hivbe Lewis, a worthy

lady of German descent, he settled on a Massa-

chusetts farm and devoted his attention to tilling

tlie soil. AVlien their cliililreii were grown to nia-

tiire years, tlie father and mother came ^\'(st to

Rockford, where they sjient their last days, both

passing away at the age of seventy-three, his death

occurring in the fall of 186'.1, and lier decease tak-

ing place in the winter of 18(i."). I'liey weru niem-

Iiers of the Congregational Church, and active

workers in religious causes.

The boyhood days of our subject were [)assi'(l in

a coiiiparativel}' uneventful niaiiner. and when he

reached man's estate, he was married in his native

county to Miss Emeline Beach. Mrs. Woodrulf

was born and reared in Berkshire County, Mass.,

the daughter of Deacon Gideon Beach, a i)rominenl

member of the Congregational Church, and a farmer

of Berksliire County, where his entire life was

passed. After his death, his widow removed to

Illinois and spent her last days with her daughter,

Emeline, in Rockford, her death occurring when

she was about four-score. Two of her children

survive: Mrs. Woodruff, and Mrs. Julia Under-

wood, of Berkshire County, Mass. 1NL-. and Mrs.

Woodruff are actively identified with the Congre-

gational Church as faithful members, and are prom-

inent in the social circles of the city.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Woodruff is an

advocate of the Prohibition party and its piinci-

])les. He has served as Alderman of the Fourth

Ward, and has been called by his fellow-citizens to

other positions of trust and honor. He and his

wife are the parents of two children: Adella M.,

wife of George W. Maguire, of the firm of Wood-

ruff tfe Maguire, lumber dealers; and George L.,

who married Fannie Stevens and lives in Rock-

ford, where he is a Director in, and Assistant Cashier

of, the Second National Bank. Mr. Maguire, our

subject's son-in-law and partner, was liorn and

reared in Vermont, and has resided in this city

since 1854. He is Director in the following com-

panies: Rockford Insurance Company; Hess A
Hopkins Leather Company; Rockford Tack Com-
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pany; Joliii P. Manny Mower Company; and he is

prominently associated with tlie foremost interests

of tlie city.

During tlie Civil War, Mr. JIasuire enlisted in

the service of the country as a member of Coin-

l>anv D, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, under Col. W.

II. L. Wallace and Capt. W. L. Nevins, command-

ing. Company D was the second company raised

in the .Stale, and the first in the city and county to

offer service to the Governmeut. For three months

the regiment parlicijiated actively in various en-

gagements, and al llie expiration of the term of

enlistment, was honorably discharged. Returning

home, Mv. Maguire again enlisted as a member of

Company K, First Illinois Cavalry, which was Gen.

Steele's body-guard on special detached service,

remaining in that capacity for almost two years.

After the battle of Lexington, the company was

discharged. ^Ir. Maguire having served as a com-

missioned ollicer. He re-enlisted in Company C,

One Hundred and iMirty-sixth I Uinois Infantry,

and served as Captain until the close of the war,

when he w.as honorably discharged. He is now an

active iiiemljer of the G. L. Nevins Post No. 1,

(;. A. I!., at Hocld'ord.

,lj»/ILLIAM McKINLKY, who is numbered

among the honored early settlers of Win-

nebago Countv, is now living a retired

life at No. 60n\ North Horseman .Street, Rockford.

lie was l)orn in Adams County, Pa., January 16,

IMK'i, and was reared at Ft. Deposit, Md., until six-

teen years of age, when became to Illinois, settling

in Madison County about the time of the Indian

war, in which the red men were commanded by Black

Hawk. He was employed in a lumber office from

l,s.")l until is."i(i, in Rockford, and in the latter

year was elected Townshij) and City Collector. In

1858, with what money he had made, he went

to Missouri, invested m land in Ijcnton County

and began making a home. But about two years

later, it was found out that he had voted for Abra-

ham Lincoln, and he was waited upon by the vigi-

lance committee and told that he was no longer

wanted in the county or State. Sc), leaving all his

possessions, he and his wife and children, with a

wagon and mule team, started to return to Illinois

with only $5 in money. His funds gave out and

he did not know what to do, liut found a friend in

the banker of Macomb, 111., who, although he was

a stranger, loaned him money to l)uy food for his

family. At length he arrived in llockfcnd, and

has since been numbered among its valued and

prominent citizens.

In Madison Count3-, 111., Mr. JIcKinley wedded

Miss ]Matilda A. Waller, a native of Kentuck\', who
went to Madison County at an earl}' day. After

their marriage, they removed to Jo Daviess Count}-,

and subsequentl}' settled in Owen Township, Win-

neliago County, where Mr. McKinle}' engaged in

farming. His wife died in middle life, leaving

three children: John R. died from a wound received

at Kenesaw INIountain, while fighting for the Union.

He was a recruiting member of the Seventy-fourth

Illinois Infantry. He bore much painful sickness,

and his death occurred at Chattanooga. Mary K.

is now the wife of J. F. Woodring, a resident of

Waverly, Iowa; and L. J., who wedded Miss Mary

Kirby, is a farmer of Green County, Wis.

Mr. iNIcKinley was again married, his second

union being with Miss Mercy L. Nichols. She was

born and reared in Batavia, N. Y., and when a

3-oung lady came to the West. She preved a true

and faithful helpmate to her husband, and her

death, which occurred in Kebruar}-, 1885, was sadly

mourned. She was the mother of six children, one

of whom died in infancy. The living are: Frances,

widow of Edward Minard, of Rockford; Alice, wife

of W. R. Keyt, a contractor and builder of this

cii}'; Eva L., at home; Bertha R., who formerly

engaged in teaching, but is now clerking in the

dry goods house of J. W. Fish; Cora, wife of Harry

S. Crandall, a grocery clerk of Rockford, and

Edith A., wife of George A. Bruner, of Waterloo,

Iowa.

;\Ir. McKinley is a member of the Methodist

Cliurch, t<,) which his wives also belonged. After

his return to Rockf<jrd, he engaged in buying and

shipping grain from 1863 until 1871, as a partner

of J. B. Agard. He subsequentl>' purchased a

grocery store on State Street, where he carried on

business successfully for thirteen years, since which
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time he has lived a retired life. lie is a stanch sup-

porter of the Prohibition [jartj-, and is a faitliful

worker and active member of tlie Methodist Church,

with wiiich lie lias been otticially connected for

more than forty years. To its support he has con-

tributed liberall}', and h.as done much for its

growth and upbuilding. His life has Ix'en well

and worthilj' spent, and he has thereby won the

confidence and high regard of all with whom he

has come in contact. For many long years he has

been identified with the history of this communit}',

and is well deserving of a representation in this

volume.

l****,'^^****t
?*'5'<J"!'F^

i
OHN SPRAGUE. As one of the well-to-do

agriculturists of Boone Count}', who materi-

iilly contributed to develop its rich agricul-

tural resources, and as an early settler of

Flora Township, where he built up for himself and

family a desirable home, Mr. Spr.igue is well

worthy of representation in this volume, and we

are pleased to invite the reader's attention to his

portrait and the following brief account of his life_

Oneida County, N. Y., was his birthplace, the date

thereof being March 7, 1834. His father, Eleazer

Sprague, was for a number of years a resident of

Batavia, where he kept an hotel. He later emi-

grated to Michigan and resided for a time near

Grand Rapids. His next removal was to this

county, where he resided for a twelvemonth, and
then took up his abode in Cherrj' Valley Township,

Winnebago County, where he was residing at the

time of his decease.

Our subject's mother, who was known in her

maidenhood as Emily Burleigh, was born in Beth-

any, Genesee County, N. Y., on the 4th of Decem-
ber, 1806, and departed this life at the home of

our subject. John, of tliis sketch, was about fifteen

years of age when his parents moved to Michigan,

and two years later he started out in the world on
his own responsibility. He was variously engaged,

and, being industrious and economical, invested

his money in Wisconsin land and thus acquired a

good start in life. In 1861, he came to Boone
County and, locating in Flora Township, purchased

15

eighty acres of land on section "22, wliicli was his

home for a number of years. He llieii sold that

tract and became the proprietor of the estate

where his family now reside and where his demise

occurred in 1884.

The lady to whom our subject was married

September 25, 1866, was Martha J., daughter of

Isaac Swain. She was born in Lockport, Ni.ngara

Count}', N. Y., while her father had his birth in

Pennsylvania. The latter-named gentleman was a

son of Isaac Swain, Sr., who was born in England,

where he was reared and married, and on coming

to America settled in the Keystone State. From

there, he removed to Niagara County, N. Y., and

died on his farm fourteen miles from the Falls.

The father of Mrs. Sprague was reared in Penn-

sylvania and when a young man went to New
York State and after marriage located upon a farm

in Ni.agara County for which he jiaid >!.") per .acre.

He cleared and improved a part of it which was

his abiding place until 1840; then, with his wife and

seven children, he came via the Lakes to Chicago,

thence by team to McHenry County, this vState.

He entered a tract of Government land in Marengo

Township, and erecting a log house on the place

there established his family. The products of his

farm were hauled by ox-teams to Chicago to

market. He erected a good and substantial set of

buildings on his estate, where his death occurred.

Mrs. .Sprague 's mother was a native of New York

State and died on the home farm in Marengo

Township.

To our suliject and his wife have been born five

children: Maud, Edna, Gertrude, Alberta, and

Pearl.

'^T/ NGUS McLEAN. We are pleased to give

(@//j| in this volume many sketches of estimalile

I
111 Scottish-American citizens, who have done

(^ much excellent work in helping to develop

the various resources of the county. There are

sterling qualities about the nationality that fit

them for almost any occupation. Mr. McLean was

born in Argylesliire, Scotland, in 1827, and his

parents, Duncan and Margaret (.Tohnson) McLean,
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were natives of that country also. There tlie father

was engaged in agricultural pursuits, and followed

this occxipatiou all his life. Me died there when

ninety-two years of age. luit the mother died wlien

about middle age. Of the eight children born to

them, four were sons and four daughters: Margaret

married in Scotland; John, at St. Lous, Mo.; Mary

died young; Duncan died young; Agnes is mar-

ried, and resides in Scotland; Angus, our subject;

Donald was a volunteer in tlie army, and am<.)ng

the missing; and Katie married in Scotland.

Tlie sulijecl of this skcti-h grew to manhood in

his native ciJuiiUy. and when starting out to tight

life's battles for himself, he very naturally selected

the business to which he had been reared, agri-

culture, and has never regretted his choice for he

has been unusually successful. He was married, in

his native countr}^, to Miss B. Mclntyre, of the

same place, and in 1858, led by the promises of

the great prairies of this country, he and his family

crossed the wide waters to American soil. They

had very little to .start with, but the desire to have

a home stirred them up to great exertion, and after

coming here Mr. McLean worked by the montli

for six years. In this time thej' had accumulated

8800, and tlien bought the farm they had rented

the first .year, paying §30 per acre for two hundred

acres. The comfortable mode of life which he and

his family are at the present time able to enjoj' is

entirely due to the indomitable perseverance and

energ3' of Mr. McLean and his industrious wife,

for, as mentioned before, they had very little to

commence with, in fact, wliat little they had was

hardly worth mentioning.

Mr. and Mrs. McLean have seven living children,

but lost a son, .TdIui, at the age of twenty-five. He

was injured l.iy the railroad cars in the fall of 1881,

and died from the effects. The living children are

as follows: Duncan B., boni in 1858; Daniel

B., born in 1860, now resides in Nebraska; An-

gus was born in 1862; Peter, in 1864; David, in

1866; Hugh, in 1860, and Barb.ora, in 1873. All

the children are either at home or very near, and

are industrious and upright. They have all re-

ceived good educational advantages and are well

thought of by all. The family hold membership

in the Presbyterian Church, In iiolitics, Mr.

McLean is a Republican but not a strict partisan.

He is engaged in general farming and raises hogs,

sheep, horses and cattle. He keeps about twenty

got id cows and sells milk to the creamery. Of the

cereals, he raises barle3', rye, corn, oats, but no

wheat. He is successful and progressive and one

of the foremost farmers of his township.

Mi=^l^;i^^ii

sij^ IVILLIA:M H. wait. This repieseiitative

%f\J// citizen of Spring Township, Boone County,

V^\j^ was born in Warren, Greene County, N. Y.,

October 28, 1820, and is the son of Henry and

Polly (Warren) Wait. The father, who was licrn

in Rutland County, Vt., came to this section as

eai'ly as 1846, and died at the home of his son-in-

law, George Reed, aged ninet3'-one j-ears. Mrs.

Wait, who was also a native of the same place as

was her husband, died in this county at the age of

eighty-one years. The grandparents of our sub-

ject, on both sides of the house, were natives of

Vermont, and reared large families of children.

William H. Wait, when twent3'-two years of age,

came West and took up one hundred and sixty

acres of wild land in Spring Township. The trip

hither was made from Pennsylvania overland with

team, and when arriving here, our subject had but

seventy-five cents in money. He erected a house

on his farm, in which the family, who followed him

two years thereafter, lived for seven years.

He of whom we write was married February 22,

1855, to Miss Nancy C. Kellogg, who was born in

Rutland Couiit3-. Vt., May 15, 183G. She was the

daughter of Orlando Kellogg, also a native of Ver-

mont, who emigrated to this county in 1846. Tiie

father later went to Iowa, where his decease oc-

curred when seventy-eight years of age, and his

good wife, who survived him a numlier of years,

jiassed away at the home of her granddaughter, in

tills county, in her eight3--second year. To Mr.

and Mrs. Wait have been born eight children, seven

of whom are living, as follows: Scott A., who is

married and has two children; Henry W., now de-

ceased; Judsoii C, who is married and the father

of five children; George R., who lias one chijd,

Fred; Lillie M., who married II. McDougal, has



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 339

one child; William W., and Gracie, at home. The

children were given good educations in the schools

of Belvidei-e.

Our subject lived on the old lionie farm after his

marriage until about twenty-seven years ago

when he traded for other property. He is now

the proprietor of nine hundred acres of excellent

land and has the largest farm in this part of lUinnis.

He is practically retired from active life and is en-

joying to the fullest extent the comforts which his

life of industry has enabled him to provide. In

addition to his country estate, he owns consideralile

real estate in Iowa.

A Republican in politics, Mr. Wait cast his first

Presidential vote for Harrison, in 1844. He has

been the incumbent of various local offices, all of

which he filled in a most desirable manner. Mrs.

Wait departed this life March 8, 1891, lirni in

the faith of the Free-will Baptist Church. Our

subject lias so thoroughly systematized his business

that all his land is now in the hands of good cash

renters. He has ever been kind and hospitable in

his home to all comers, the house is open and a

hearty welcome is extended. He is a genial, whole-

souled man who is well informed on the events of

the day, and who h.as many friends in all classes

of society.

Ip^ANIEL W. TICKNOR, who became a resi-

I
j) dent of Rockford in Ma}-, 1846, is now liv.

^\^ ing retired on a farm in the southwestern

part of the city. Thirty- years of his residence

here have been spent in the mercantile business, he

successful!}' conducting an auction and commission

store. Mr. Ticknot had his birth in New Lebanon,

Columbia County, N. Y.. December 29, 1820, while

his father, Oran Ticknor, was born in New l>ar-

rington, Mass., where also his father, Klijali. was a

native.

The grandfather of our subject removed from

the Bay State to New Lebanon about 1800, and
there passed the remainder of his life. Oran Tick-

nor was a wagon-maker by trade, which he fol-

lowed for a time, and then engaged in the mercan-

tile business in New Lebanon for many years.

Prom there he removed to Cayuga County, N. V.,

in 1836, and located in the town of Semproiiius; W
later traded his real estate and business for a farm,

and was occupied in its cultivation for a nuinl)er

of j-ears. Selling out, the father (_if our sulijcct

l)urchased another farm near Homer, upon which

he lived until 1860, at which time he also disposed

of it. and, coining to Rockford, purchased a home

on North Court Street, where his death occurred

in 1876, at the age of eighty-four 3-ears.

The mother of our subject was known in her

maidenhood as Abigail Orton; she was born in

Connecticut, and survived her husband six months,

her death occurring when she had attained the age

of eightj'-three. She became the mother of the

following-named eliildreii: Sylvaini^, Daniel W.,

Sallie M., James S., Horatio, Aurora, Elijah, Abi-

gail and Betsey (twins), and Phineas K. Daniel

W., of this sketch, received his education in the

Empire State, and at the age of eighteen com-

menced teaching school, being so employed for

seven winter terms in New York State. In May,

1846, he came to Rockford via canal and lake

to Milwaukee, being accompanied hither by his

brother, James S., the}- walking from the Cream

City to Rockford. This now thriving place con-

tained but fifteen hundred inhabitants, and one

public school building in the city, the location be-

ing the southeastern corner of the public square.

Immediately upon arriving in Rockford, Mr.

Ticknor accepted the position of teacher of the

school, and taught for three years, having one hun-

dred and twenty-five pupils the last term. In the

spring of 1849, he established a drug and gro-

cery business on the west side, and, after conduct-

ing a successful business for five years, sold out

and became the proprietor of a book store, in con-

nection with his brother James. JNIr. Ticknor later

purch.ased a farm, on which he is now living re-

tired from active life.

In the fall of 1848, Daniel W. Ticknor and MLss

Charlotte W. Weyburn were united in marriage.

The lad}' was born in Genesee, N. Y., and departed

this life in Rockford in 18.53. Two years later our

subject was married to Alzira .\ndrcws, also a na-

tive of the Empire State, having lieen l.iorn near
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Auburn, Cayuga County. The three children born

of this union are Charlotte, Lizzie May and Herbert.

Mr. Ticknor became the fatlier of two children b}'

his first marriage, Lewis and Alfred. With his wife

he is a member of the Grace Methodist Episcopal

Church, and, in jiulitics, votes the Democratic

ticket.

Mr. Ticknor expects to remove soon to a magni-

ficent new residence among the maples at the cor-

ner of Elm Street and Independence Avenue, and

here will spend the remainder of his days.

-^1- .=i3e^^
=.m'

(if^^iRUMAX IIUCK, for a number of years one

fr(^\ of the progressive and well-to-do agrieul-

v4/ lurists of Flora Township, Boone County,

departed this life at his home, Januaiy 26, 1877.

He was born in Otsego County, N. Y., May 22,

1811, and was the son of Joseph S. Buck, a native

of Vermont. The father of our subject removed

from his native State to New York and thence to

Erie County, Pa., where he owned a farm and

resided until his decease, at the advanced age

of eighty-six years. His wife, prior to her marriage,

was known as Miss Betsej' Eastwood; she was also

a native of the Green Mountain State, and, like her

husband, departed this life in Erie County.

Truman Buck was a young man when his parents

removed to Pennsylvania, where he was married

and located upon a farm in Erie County, which lie

cultivated until 1853, the date of his advent into

Illinois. Making his home in Cherry Valley Town-
ship, Winnebago County, he was identified with

the interests of that community for two j'ears,and

tlien removed to the farm where his decease oc-

curred.

September 3, 1835, Miss Eliza Drown, who was

born in Rose, Wayne County, N. Y., August 15,

1817, became the wife of our subject. She was the

daughter of Solomon Drown, a native of Parsons-

field. Me., in which State his father, .John Drown,

was also born. The grandfather of Mrs. Buck
moved to New York State and thence to Pennsyl-

vania, and departed this life in Erie Count}'. His

wife was Mrs. Sarah (Ayres) Drown, also a native

of Maine. Mrs. Buck died May 30, 1892.

Solomon Drown was married in the Pine Tree

State, and about 1816 removed to New York State,

which was his home until 1832, when he took up

his abode in Washington Township, Erie County,

Pa. Five years later, he traveled West to Ohio, and

in Seneca County owned a farm upon which he

resided at the time of his death. His wife, who,

prior to her marriage, was Elizabeth Hatch, also had

her birth in Maine, and died in the town of Rose,

N. Y.

Tlie eight children who were granted to our sub-

ject and his wife are as follows: Elizabeth L.,

IMrs. Henrj' R. Van Epps, resides in Peoria; Mary

J., who is united in marriage with Abial L. Adams
makes her home on her father's old homestead;

Eliza, the next in order of birth, is deceased;

Joseph S. is a resident of Chicago; William Perry

is living in Cherry Valley; Emma, Mrs. George H.

Grummon, is a resident of this township, where

also Clinton W. lives, and Horace, at present resid-

ing in Pocahontas County, Iowa. Mr. Buck is a

member of the Free-will Baptist Church, as

was Mrs. Buck before her deatli. Since coming to

Illinois, our subject has voted the Republican

ticket.

ONATHAN HUSTON KIRK, one of the

honored pioneers of Winnebago Count}'

has resided upon his ])resent farm on

section 3, Guilford Township, for about

forty-seven 3'ears. He was born in Nottingham

Township, Chester Count}', Pa., August 31, 1817.

His father, Jonathan Kirk, was born in Cecil

County, Md., and was a son of Elisha and Mary

(Allen) Kirk. The grandparents of our subject

were Quakers, and died in that faith. His father

was reared in his native county, and when a

young man went to Chester County, Pa., where he

married Elizabeth Thompson, who was born in

Nottingham Township, and was the daughter of

William and Elizabeth (Huston) Thompson He
settled on land which his wife liad inherited and

there resided until 1823, when, with two or three

other enterprising men, he started for the West,

and made a location in Washtenaw County,
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Mich., before the State was even organized as a

Territory. He built a log cabin, the first building

in Ypsilanti, and erected the first mill at that

place. In 1827, he bought a tract of land in Dix-

borougli, and moved his family thereon. The

3-ear 1829 he contracted to build a mill at Cold-

water, which he completed early in the following

year. vSoon afterward he was taken ill and died.

The mother of our subject had died in Pennsyl-

vania in 1821, after which the father wedded

Hannah Thomas, a native of Steuben Count}-, N. Y.

After his death, she became the wife of Samuel

Hicks, and in 1835 came to "Winnebago Count}-,

lociiting in Guilford Township. She afterward

went to Wisconsin, where her death occurred.

Our subject was onh^ four years old when his

mother died, and he then went to live with his

uncle Joseph, with whom he remained until 1827,

when he went to Michigan. After his father's

death, he began earning his own livelihood, work-

ing by the month at breaking land at ^7. He
continued to reside in Michigan until 1836, when
he started for Illinois, arriving in Winnebago

County in March. He found a sparsely settled

region; nearl}- all of the laud was owned by the

Government, deer and other wild game were found

in abundance, and the life which Mr. Kirk here

lived was that of a true pioneer. After a short

time he entered a claim, and when the land came

into market purchased it at the land sales in

Galena, in 1839. He located on the place in

1845, and it has since been his home.

In Jul}-, 1844, Mr. Kirk wedded Marcella Dennis,

who was born in Yarmouth, Canada, March 18,

1819. Her father, Ezekiel Dennis, was born in

New Jersey, and his father, Obediah Dennis, was

a native of the same State and of English descent.

The grandfather, soon after the Revolutionary

War, removed to Canada. His son Ezekiel was

then only three years old, and in that country

was reared and educated. He married Rachel

Moore, who was born in Nova Scotia, and was the

daughter of Thomas and Esther Moore. She died

in the town of Yarmouth, when Mrs. Kirk was
quite young. After his marriage, Mr. Dennis re-

moved to Yarmouth, becoming one of its earlj-

settlers, and purchased a tract of timber land, upon

which he built a log cabin and there made his

home until 1836, when he sold out and started

with his famil}' for the Territory of Micliignn,

making the journey by team. He settled in

St. Joseph, where he resided until in 12, which

year witnessed his arrival in what is now (uiilford

Township, Winnebago County. lie improved the

farm which he there occupied, but afterward left

it anf( spent his last days in Olmstead County,

IMinn.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kirk were born five child len:

Mary E., Ellen M., Henry F., William II., and

Emma M. Mary E. and Henry F. are dead. The

familv is well worthy of mention in this volume,

and the parents are among the most prominent

pioneers of the county, few having longer been

residents of this community. Mr. Kirk has borne

an active part in the advancement and upbuilding

of the community. He has been honored with a

number of offices of trust, has served as School

Trustee, Assessor and for twenty 3-ears represented

Guilford Township in the Count}- Board of Super-

visors. In politics, he was first a Whig, l)ut since

the organization of the Republican party h.as been

one of its stalwart supporters.

OMER L. BOWEN, who is engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits in Flora Township, Boone
County, was born in Newport, Herkimer

County, N. Y., on the 9th of March, 1839.

His father, AVilliam S. Bowen, was born in Oneida

County, N. Y., February 5, 1814, and the grand-

father was an early settler of Deerfleld Township,

that county. He followed farming and died in

1849, at the age of sixty-seven. William Bowen was

reared in the usual manner of farmer's sons, and

was joined in wedlock with Maria Rix, a

native of Herkimer County and a daughter of

Theophilus Rix, who was born in Connecticut.

He became a pioneer of the town of Fairfield,

Herkimer County, and in the midst of the wilder-

ness cleared a farm, upon which he resided until

1857, when he emigrated to Belvidere, 111. His

death occurred in that city in his one hundredth

year. After his marri.age, William Bowen imr-
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chased a tract of laud bordering on "West Can-

ada Creek, in the town of Ne\vi)ort, Herkimer

County, and liere resided until his death in 1850.

His wife departed this life on the home farm May
12, 1843, at the age of twenty-seven years.

Our snlijeet was only four years old when his

mother died. lie was r(>ared by his maternal

grandparents and acquired his early education in

the district schools, after which he attended Fair-

field Academy. With his grandparents he came

to Illinois in 1857, and began working by the

month until his marriage, when he settled upon

the farm that is yet his home. It is a highl3--im-

jiroved tract of <ine hundred and fifty-five acres,

and. with tlie exception of twenty acres of timbei

land, the entire amount is under a high state of

cultivation.

On the 14th of September, ISuil, Mr. Bowen
wedded Laura M. Rice, who was born on the farm

which is yet her home. July 12, 1841. Her father,

Waite Rice, was lioni in Hnrkhamsted, Litchfield

County, Conn., .lunc .'!. 1814, and fc)r some years

was overseer in the C(.)llins Axe Factory. At an

early day he came to Illinois and is numbered

among the honore<l i)ioneers of Boone C^ouuty,

haviug located here in 18;V,l. The farm upcm

whicli our subject now resides he entered from the

C4overnment. He was well known in tliis com-

munity as a man of sterling wortli, and served as

Justice of the Peace in Flora Township. His

death occurred iVjiril (I, 1848. His wife liore the

maiden name of Laura Case. She was born in

Litchfield County, Conn., April fi, 1814, and ik

still living, a resident of ]'.elvi<lere. She has been

a second time married, her luisl)and being Flavel

Smith.

Mrs. Bowen spent the days of her maidenliood

on the home farm and attended the old pioneer

schools built of logs with slalj seats, puncheon
floors and huge fire-places. To her husband she

has been a faithful compani(_)n and helpmate.

They have one daughter, Nellie, now the wife of

Fred Hall, liy whom she has one sou. Homer. They
live in Belvidcre.

In politics, Mr. Bowen is a Republican, and
socially, is a member of Flora Camp No. 624,

M. W. A. Ilim.self and wife are members of Royal

Neighbor Chapter, M. W. A., and of Excelsior

Lodge No. 2654, Patrons of Industrj-. He was

one (if the original memliers of the Creamery

Com p.any, formed in 1882, and h.as been Treasurer

since its organization. The products of this

creamei-y ai'c of the liest repute, and tlie business

has been a paying one since the lieginning.

OHARLES J. R()SFN(,»riST, a retired farmer

- of Rockford, III. The following is a brief

,^ sketch of the career of Mr. Rosenquist, a

man whose present suiistantial position in life has

been reached entirely through his perseverance,

and the facts connected with his agricultural

operations, and their results, onl_y show what a

person with courage and enlightened views can

accomplish.

He first saw the light of day in Kalmar Lan,

Smoland Province, Sweden, October 22, 1841, and

as he grew up learned the trade of carpenter. When
twenty-five years of age, he came to the L'nited

States, located in Rockford, 111., and with very

little means to back him, began the struggle for a

livelihood. He followed carpentering for some

time and also worked as a day laborer for a

number of years, thus accumulating sufficient

means to invest in land. He owns a good farm of

eight}' .acres in Cherry N'alley Township, all well

cultivated, and on which are good substanti.al

buildings, etc. Since his residence in this county,

he has resided ]iart of the time in Rockford, where

he has a wide circle of friends, and where he is

highly esteemed. His house, which he built him-

self, is located at No. 1103 C4iarles Street, and is

large and comfortable.

Shortly after settling in this county, Mr. Rosen-

quist was joined b,y two biothers, Allen A. and

F. August. The father, Charles Johnston, died

when our subject was but twelve 3fears of age. He
was in the prime of life and was a farmer by occu-

pation. His wife died about twent}' years later,

when sixty ye.ars of age. Her maiden name was

Lena S. Doaialdson. Both were natives of Swe-

den.

Charles J. Rosenquist selected as his life's com-
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panion Miss Emil}' G. Johnson, a native of Kal-

mar Lan, Sweden, and llieir union was solemnized

in RocPcford, 111., in l.sTd. To them were horn

two children: Gnstave A. and Jennie F., hoth of

whom died 3'oiing. Mr. and Mrs. Rosenquist are

members of the First Lutheran Church, and he is

a Republican in politics.

Mrs. Rosenquist came to the United States in

1869 with a sister, Huldali M.. who became the

wife of Gustave Johnson. The latter is a promi-

nent lumberman of Chicago. Mr. Rosenquist is

the onlj' member of his family now in this cit}-, and

Mrs. Rosenquist has no other relative in this coun-

trj'. Her father, John Jacobson, died in Sweden

when sixt_y-niue years of age. lie was a farmer

all his life. His wife, whose name was formerly

Anna F. Carlson, died when a little past seventy.

During their entire lives they had been exemjilary

members of the Lutheran Church, and were well

known in their native place.

NDREW WHITING. The gentleman of

(@//Jll whom we shall attempt to give a bio-

graphical sketch in outline, is one of the

old pioneers of Boone County, owning

and occupying a fine estate of three hundred acres

located on sections 22, 26 and 27. He is a man who
has attauied considerable prominence in his locality,

by reason of his intelligence and progressive ten-

dencies and also b.y his genial and frank wajs.

Born in Guilford, Piscataquis County, Me.,

November 9, 1831, our subject is a son of Charles

Whiting, a native of Lincoln, Mass. The grand-

father of our subject, Gayleu Whiting, was born in

llingham, that State, where were also born his

father, Daniel, the great-grandfather of our sub-

ject; his father, also named Daniel, the great-great-

grandfather; his father, Samuel, the great-great-

great-grandfather; and his father, James, Sr., the

great-great-great-great-grandfather. James Whit-
ing, the first of that name to come to America,

was a native of England and was married in lling-

ham in the year 1647, and, as far as known,
passed his last days there. His son James was

born in 1651; James' son Samuel in 1685; Samuel's

son Daniel in 1722; and Daniel's son Daniel in

1745. But little is known of his descendants until

we come to Gaylen Whiting, the grandfather of our

subject, who married Rachel Prouty and for sonic

years made his home in Lincoln, IMass. On re-

moving to North Brookfield, that State, he en-

gaged in farming and departed this life in that

place. He was born in 1766.

Charles Whiting was born in 1802, and was

reared in North Brookfield, and from there went

to Maine and, locating in Piscataquis Count}', pur-

chased a tract of timber land and engaged in

farming until 1838, at which time he came to Illi-

nois, and during the winter of that year lived

(ine and one-half miles northwest of Belvidere.

In the spring of 1839, the father of our subject

purchased a claim to a tract of.Government land

in the same township, on which there was one acre

fenced and a log house and stable. Mr. Whiting

rented land to work that year, during which time

he traded his claim for one in Caledonia Town-
ship, to which he removed the following fall.

When the land came into the market, he entered

his claim and made his home on his' purchase

until his death, March 19, 1883, when eighty-one

years old. The lady to whom he was married was

Elvira Woodward, a native of Garland, Piscata-

quis County, Me., and the daughter of Oliver and

Sallie (Heron) Woodward. She departed this life

three years previous to the death of her husband

in 1881.

Andrew Whiting was a lad of seven years when
he came to the Prairie State with his parents,

and in that early day the county was very sparsely

settled and gave but little promise of its wonder-

ful development. There were no railroads in the

vicinity and for many years the farmers did all

their marketing at Chicago. Our subject remained

under the parental roof until his marriage, in

1854, to Mary A. Kyes, when he located on a por-

tion of the old homestead, and in 1882 settled on

the original home farm. His estate comprises

three hundred acres, which is excellently im-

proved with all the buildings and machinery which

go to make up a first-class farm. Mr. Whiting

is a man of character and ability, and is enjoying

a just meed of influence and standing in the com-
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munity, and knows that lie has reached this point

from a boyhood which promised nothing except

through his own riglit hand and sturdy heart.

Mrs. "Whiting was horn in Loraine County,

Oliio, and is tlie daughter of Samuel and Mercy

(Dailey) Kyes. She has become the mother of

three children: Charles O., "William A. and Ephraim

A. Mr. and Mrs. Whiting are members of the

Congregational Church, and in his political allilia-

tions our subject has strong confidence in the

future of the Rcpiil)lican party.

^i.§

^Tr-^;RANK GILMORE. Among the native-

H^^"! born residents of "Winnebago County who

/Iv,
~ have made their mark in the farming com-

munity, we are pleased to mention Mr. Gilmore,

who is at present residing on a good farm located

on section 34, Owen Township. lie was born .June

22, 18.58, a son of "William GiJmore, whose birth

occurred in Fifeshire, Scotland, February 2, 1826,

and who In turn was a son of William and Ann
(Halley) Gilmore. The father was a lad of six

years when he accompanied his parents to America,

they making settlement in Newbury, "\^t., where he

was reared to manhood and resided until 1853,

which was the date of his advent into Winnebago

County.

The father of our subject had borrowed money

to pay his way to the Prairie State, and upon arriv-

ing in Rockford he had but two cents in his pocket,

and, to add to his misfortune, was in debt. He

worked by the day, and being very industrious and

economical, saved a sutlicient sum to pay the entire

amount of his iudebtedness. "Very soon thereafter,

he and his brother .John borrowed sufficient money
with which to purchase thirty acres of Government

land in Owen Township, the price of the land be-

ing $37.50. Through industrj^ and perseverance

he was prospered in his undertakings and became

widely known .as a successful and enterprising

farmer as well as an upright and honorable citizen.

At the time of his death, which occurred in 1891,

he was probably the wealthiest farmer in Winne-

bago County.

In 1857, William Gilmore was united in marriage

with .Jane Mack, who was born in Hessc-Cassol,

Germany. Her father dying when she was quite

young, she accompanied her uncle, .John Roseback,

to America. Her marriage was a happy and con-

genial union, and six children came to bless the

home, namely: Frank, Warren, Fred, Willis, Annie

and Nettie. About 1878, the family located on

the farm which still remains the home of the

widowed mother and the three youngest children.

Frank Gilmore, of this sketch, passed his youth

in a comparatively uneventful manner, and having

been reared to the calling of a farmer, naturall}'

chose that as an occupation through life. Like

his father, he possesses the industrious and enter-

prising nature which almost invariably brings

their fortunate possessor material success. In .Jan-

uary, 1889, he established a home of his own, his

wife being Julia, daughter of Decius Peckham,

and a native of Michigan. They are the parents

of two children: Grace and William. On another

p.age of this volume will be noticed a view of the

attractive residence of Mr. and Mrs. Gilmore,

which, with the inviting rural surroundings, be-

speaks the thrift and refined tastes of the owner.

NDREW .lOHNSON, a prosperous and

enterprising j'oung farmer, operates two

hundred and forty-seven acres of valuable

land on section 18, Cherry "S^alley Town-

ship, and is a representative of one of the pioneer

families of Winnebago County. His father, John

Johnson, was born in Sweden, in March, 1820, and

with his first wife came to this country in the

spring of 1850, sailing from his native shores in

April. The voyage was a long and dangerous

one, the vessel not reaching this country until six

months later.

For many generations back the Johnson familj'

weie farming people. The father of our subject

buried his first wife in Rockford. She died soon

after locating here, leaving one son, John, who
died at the age of nine years. Mr. Johnson was

afterward again married, his second wife being the

mother of Andrew. They have buried four chil-
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dren: Mary, who died at the age of sixteen 3'ears;

Andrew (first), who died in childhood, and two in-

fant sons. The living: children are Albert, Ida

and Andrew.

For aliout three 3ears, the parents resided in

Rockford and then settled upon a farm in Ogle

County, where the succeeding thirteen years of

their life were passed. Mr. .Johnson then sold out

and located upon a part of the farm which is now

the propert}' of our subject and his father. lie

first purchased eight}' acres of wild land, to which

he afterward added as time passed until he became

the owner of a fine and valuable farm of two hun-

dred and forty-seven acres. It was improved with

a good dwelling, barns and all the other accessories.

This our subject owns in connection with his fa-

ther.

In 1876, .John Johnson laid aside all business

cares and is now living a retired life at No. 210

Sixth Street, Rockford. He has reached the ad-

vanced age of seventy-one years, and his wife is

sixtj'-five years of age. They are both adherents

of the Lutheran faith, belonging to the First JjUth-

eran Church of Rockford. In politics, Mr. John-

son is a Repulilican.

Under the paternal roof, our subject was reared

to manhood in the usual manner of farmer lads.

He shared In the experiences of frontier life and

aided in the arduous task of developing a new

farm. His education was acquired in the district

schools of the neighborhood and he is a well-in-

formed man. The excellent farm which he now
owns 3'ields him a golden tribute for the care and

labor he bestows upon it and he is a prosperous

citizen. He follows in the commendable footsteps

of his father and is a stalwart advocate of Repub-

lican principles. He is also a member of the

Lutheran Church.

In May, 1889, in Rock Island, Mr. Johnson led

to the marriage altar Miss Emma Lindgreu, of that

city, daughter of John and Anna (Frederickson)

Lindgren, natives of Sweden, who emigrated to

this country when their daughter was a maiden of

onl}' seven summers. The union of our subject

and his wife bas been blessed with one daughter,

Edith L., who was born February 17, 1890, and

is the life and joy of this happy home. Mr. and

Mrs. Johnson rank high in social circles and have

many warm friends throughout the communit}'.

The family residence, a view of which witii the

rural surroundings appears on another page, is an

attractive abode, and the farm is one of the most

highly cultivated in the county.

* 1 ^_

YLVESTERfi. ATW( )()l),a resident farmer

of Harlem Township, Winnebago County,

living on section .30, was born in the town

of Washington, Berkshire County, M.ass.,

May 5, 1835, and is a son of Phineas and Hulda

(Haskell) Atwood, mention of whom is made in

the sketch of David Atwood on anotlier page of

this work. The father was a ininister of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church for a number of years.

Our subject spent the first ten j-ears of his life in

the Bay State and then came with his parents to

Illinois. Although so j'oung, he remembers many
incidents of the journey, which was made by way

of the canal and the Great Lakes to Chicago, where

they arrived five weeks after leaving home. There

the father purchased a team and wagon, and in that

way they proceeded on their waj' to Winnebago

County, which thej' found to be a sparsely settled

region and most of the people were in ver}' limited

circumstances. Chicago and Milwaukee were the

principal markets and there were many hardships

and privations to be endured in those early d,a3S

by the pioneers, to whom a debt of gratitude is

due for what they have done for the county and

its upbuilding. Sylvester Atwood shared with

the family in the experiences of frontier life. He

aided in the arduous task of developing a new

farm, and resided with his parents until his mar-

riage.

On the 8th of October, 18G3, he led to the mar-

ri.age altar Lydia Rosecrans, a native of Troy, N. Y.,

and a daughter of Henry and Maria (Carey) Rose-

crans. Her father was born in Dutchess County,

N. Y., and was a son of James Rosecrans, a wheel-

wright by trade,who followed that business through-

out his entire life. His wife bore the maiden name

of Mary Townsend. The father of Mrs. Atwood

learned the trade of a pattern-maker and at the



348 PORTRAIT ANT) BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

time of his marriage settled in Troy. N. Y., where

he engaoed in business tliroiighout llie remainder

(,>f his life. He wedded Miss Carey, who was liiirn

in the town (if Richmond, near Tro_\-, and was a

daughter of Abram Carey. She died in Harlem

Townshii), at the home of her daughter, in 1881,

at the .age of eighty-five years.

The union of Mr. and Mis. Atwood was blessed

with three children: Willie G., born May 20, 1865;

M. Belle, M.ay I'.l, 1874; and G.ay Maud, April 8,

1877. They began tlieir domestic life upon the

farm which is still tlieir home and many happj'

years have there been passed. INIr. Atwood has

been verv successful as a farmer and now owns

and operates two hundred and sixty-five acres of

aralile land in Harlem and (hidford Townships,

the greater (lart of which is under a high state of

cultivation, while many improvements of both a

useful and ornamental character indicate the thrift

and enterprise of the owner, who is regarded as

one of the practical and progressive agriculturists

of the community as well .as a representative citi-

zen. In politics, he is indeiiendent, giving his sup-

port to the man whom he thinks best qualified to

flU the office, regardless of pai'ty afliliations. He

is a member of the M.asonic order, also a memfjer

of the Patrons of Iliisbandi-y and was Master of

the order for six years and is ( (verseer of t!ie State

organization.

NDREW C. LONG, who is numbered

among the early settlers of Rockford of

Ib 1862, and has been identified with the

growtli and iiiibuilding of the city since

that time, was born <.in the 12th of November,

1837, in Sweden. His parents died in tliat coun-

try, both being about fifty-five years of age when

called to their final rest. Our subject spent the

days of his boyhood and youth in the land of liis

birth and there learned the shoemaker's trade. In

1857, at the .age of twenty years, he bade good-

bye to his old home and in comiiany with his sister

Emeline sailed for Boston, Mass., where the^y ar-

rived after a vo^-age of seven weeks and two days.

Thev came on at once to tlie West and the sister

li.as since married J\lr. Ililliard, by whom she has

two children. The brother of our subject, Aaron,

has since come to this country and resides with

Andrew. These three are the only surviving

members of the family.

Mr. Long whose name heads this record was

united in marriage, in Rockford, with Miss Anna

H. Bowman, who w.as born not far from Gotten-

burg, Sweden, on the 6th of April, 1814, and when

a child of eight summers was brought by her

parents to America in 1852, the family sailing to

New York City, where they arrived after a voyage

of six weeks. They came on at once to Illinois,

settling in St. Charles, and in the autumn of the

same year the husband and father, Andrew Bow-

man, died. He w.as then about fifty years of age.

His wife afterward married Robert Welton and is

again a widow. She makes her home in Rockford

with her daughter, Mrs. Long, and is yet an active

and intelligent old lady of eight}' years. She has

been a life-long member of the Swedish lAitheran

Church, to which Mr. Bowman also belonged.

One of her sons, P. G. Bowman, is still living in

Rockford; and Eva C, widow of the late John

Nelson, the inventor, resides on Seminary Street

of this city.

For three years after coining to this country,

Andrew Long resided in Geneva and St. Charles,

111., and afterward made his home in Chicago. At

length he came to Rockford in 1862, and this city

has since been his place of residence. He was then

in limited circumstances but he began work at his

trade of shoe-making and prosperity has attended

his efforts here, so that he is now in comfortable

circumsttinces, having by his own industry, good

management and enterprise won a handsome com-

petence. He now owns a pleasant home at No.

607 Seventh Avenue. Himself .and wife .are among

the oldest members of the First Lutheran Church

of this city, to which most of their children also

belong, and take an active part in its work and up-

building. In politics, he is a Republican but has

never had the inclination or found the time from

his business to devote to office-seeking.

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Long numbers six

children: Frank E., who married Ida Holmberg, is

now a book-keeper in the Manuf.aeturers' National
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Bank, of this city; Cliarles W. is employed in the

Nelson Knitting Factory; Anton C. is a clerk in

B. R. Waldo's book store; Anna Genevieve is at

home; Jlinnie 8. is in attendance at the Deaf-mute

Institute of Jacksonville; and E. Florence com-

pletes tiie family.

\f[OHN C. TRIPP, one of the prominent and

I highly respected citizens of Winnebago

County, residing on section 36, Harlem

Township, w.as born in Little Falls, N. Y.,

March 27, 1833. His grandfather, Stephen Tripi),

was a native of Dutchess County and a fanner by

occupation. He removed to Saratoga County and

after some j'ears went to Herkimer County, locat-

ing near Little Falls. He spent his last days in

the town of Winfleld. His wife bore the maiden

name of Jemima Mosher and was a native of Sara-

toga County. She came to Illinois and passed

away in Caledonia Township, Boone Couut3'.

The father of our subject, Noah Tripp, was born

m Saratoga County and learned the trade of a

shoemaker and weaver, following those occupations

in Herkimer County until 1836. The succeeding

ten years of his life were spent in Oswego County,

and in 1846 he came to Illinois accompanied by

his three children. On his arrival in this State, he

pre-empted a tract of Government land in what is

now Caledonia Tc>wnship, Boone County, and at

once built a log cabin and began the development

of a farm. After some years, he sold out and came

to Harlem Township, this county, where he bought

a home and spent his remaining days. His wife, who
bore the maiden name of Sarah Allen, was born

in the town of Winfield, Herkimer County, N. Y.,

and died in 1843, in Schroeppel, Oswego Count}-,

N. Y. Her father, Ebenezer Allen, was a native of

Massachusetts and served under Cien. Putnam in

the Revolutionary War. From his native State

he removed to Danbury, Conn., where he married

Hulda Stuart, who was born in Edinburg, Scot-

land, and died in Oswego Count}', N. Y., at the ad-

vanced age of ninetj'-five j-ears. Immediately after

their marriage, they removed to the Empire State,

locating in the town of Winfield. Some years

later, they went to Oswego County, where Mr.

Allen bought a farm, upon which he lived through-

out the remainder of his life.

We now take up the personal iiistory of oiir suli-

ject who was a lad of thirteen years when he came

to Illinois, thus spending almost his entire life

here. Under the pnrcntal roof he remained until

attaining his majority, and <luring a portion of

that time had operated a part of his father's farm

on shares. He cut the oats with a cradle and

then hauled them to Rockford, where he received

ten cents per bushel for his grain. At the age of

twenty-one, he began working by the month as a

farm hand and was thus employed until 1857; he

also ran a breaking team, when he operated his

father's farm for two years. On the 16th of Feb-

ruary, 18.59, he started on a journey across the

plains to Pike's Peak, but liefore reaching that place

he learned that the prospects were not good, and

with others pushed on to California, where he en-

gaged in mining until late in the autumn of 1867,

when he started homeward l)y way of the Nicara-

gua route. In the spring of 1868, he settled on

the farm which he now owns and occupies, and to

its improvement has since devoted his energies.

Mr. Tripp has been twice married. In 1868, he

wedded Mary E. Tofflemire, who w.as liorn in

Canada and was a daughter of Jonas and Sail}'

(Anderson) TofHemire, pioneers of Harlem Town-

ship of 1837. She died December 17, 1882, and on

the 2d of May, 1885, Mr. Tripp was united in

m.arriage with Clara Nelson, a native of Sweden,

who came with her two brothers to America. They

have two children: Mary E. and Joseph C.

Mr. and Mrs. Tripp are meniliers of the Willow

Creek Presbyterian Church, in which he is an

Elder, and take an active part in its work .and up-

building. Our subject has taken considerable in-

terest in the Sabbath-school and is President of

the county work. In politics, he is a stalwart

Republican and a member of several local societies.

He has been President of the Argyle Creamery

Association since its organization in March, 1885;

is President of the Society of Patrons of Industry;

is a member of Harmony Grange No. 957, and of

the Mutual Aid Society. He also holds member-

ship with Argyle Association No. 2249, and is
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Treasurer of tlie State Association, and is President

of the Argyle Association of Mutual and Social

Improvement. He is an iionored member of these

various organizations and, as stated in the begin-

ning of this record, Mr. Tripp is one of the lead-

ing and influential citi/cn» of Winnebago Country,

where he is widely and I'nvoralily known.

"StUjIIN .T. BUCKLAND, a successful boot and

shoe dealer at No. 309 Kishwakee Street,

Rockford, wliere he has been engaged in

business since 1876, was born in Carlshacun

Province, Blaken. Sweden, May 3, 1834, and was

the first of the family to come to America. He
secured a good education in the city schools and

when }'et under age came to this country, landing

in New York City after a nine-weeks' ocean voy-

age.

In the early )iart of the year 1859, he went to

Denver, Col., which city then consisted of a couple

of shanties, and there Mr. Buckland was offered a

block in the center of that great cit)' in exchange

for a mule that he owned. He saw no money in

the trade at the time, and shortly afterward he,

with over sixty others, went up in the mountains

on a gold exploring exjiedition. After stopping

for a short time at Mt. McGregor Mines, the

whole party decided to go farther up the moun-

tain, and with only ten daj's' rations they started

out. They ventured too far away and were lost

for twenty days. They suffered untold agonies

from hunger, having nothing for days but raw

meat without salt, and some of the time were un-

able to get that. After four days of fasting, they

had decided to sacrifice a mule, when one of the

party killed an elk. They were so nearly starved

that they could hardly wait for their portion, and
very little meat was left on the bones after they

had dined. After that, a deer was occasionally

killed, l.uit they wore half starved all the time. At
one time the captain of the company gave each

.about two or three pounds of meat and instructed

them not to eat then- portion until the day closed.

The men were sn hungry, however, that when

evening came all had devoured their share, except

the captain, who had a verj- small piece left. It

was in this w.a}' that the company got back

to Denver. This is, in part, a review of Mr.

Buckland 's experience in going to Pike's Peak.

He was afflicted with the mountain fever

when first starting out and for three daj'S

had to be steadied on his mule by ropes.

It was he and his partner, a Mr. Lewis, of Kanka-

kee, 111., from which place they started, who dis-

covered the McGregor claim or diggings, now the

site of Central City, Colo. Mr. Buckland w.as the

only Swede in the companJ^

In the latter part of 1859, our subject returned

to Illinois, and located in Rockford. In the fall

of 1861, he enlisted in the Union Army, from this

city, in the Silver Spar Battery, and served in the

Fifteenth Army Corps, under Gen. Sherman, but

later under Gen. Logan. He participated in twentj'-

seven active engagements, besides numerous skir-

mishes, and was never absent from duty. He was

in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth, Arkansas Post,

Hot Springs, Jackson, Vicksburg and other inter-

mediate places, Memphis, and was with Sherman in

his march to the sea. He was honorably discharged

in June, 1865, after four years of hard service. He
was slightly wounded at one time.

In 1866, after returning to Rockford, Mr. Buck-

land went West again, and spent four and a half

years as a miner in Montana, after which he re-

turned to Rockford. Later he went to Jackson

County, Minn., took up a soldier's claim, and tried

farming for four years. However, the grasshop-

pers "jumped his claim" so often that he gave up

trying to till the soil, and returned to Rockford,

where he has carried on the boot and shoe business

since. He has been very successful in this venture

and has a large and increasing trade. He also

owns some valuable propertj' in Rockford and is a

stockholder of the Rockford Manufacturing Com-

panj', a thriving institution.

Mr. Buckland 's parents, Jonas and Ellen (Pear-

son) Swensen, passed their entire days in Sweden,

the father d3ing when eighty-two years of age,

and the mother at the age of sixty. Both were

members of the Swedish Lutheran Church. The

father followed tlie occupation of a farmer. Of
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the foui'teen children born to them, ten sons and

four daughters, five are now living and all are mar-

ried: Swen, resides in Sweden, and is a baker; Otto

is a goldsmith in Copenhagen; Joseph is a resident

of Rockford, and Mrs. John Jacobson (see biogra-

pi'.v).

Our subject was married in Winnebago County,

111., to Miss Susan Col well, a native of this county.

Cherry Valley Township, born December 29, 1845.

She has never lived out of the county, except for a

few years in Minnesota. Her parents were natives

of tho State of Maryland, but came to Winnebago

County in the latter part of the '30s, and were

among the first settlers. The^' located on a farm in

Cherry Valley and there the father, Benjamin Col-

well, died when eiglity-three years of age. His

wife lived to be quite old but died of a cancer

when seventy years of age. They were the par-

ents of a large family of children, seven of whom
are living now, five sons and two daughters, and

all are in comfortable circumstances.

Mr. and Mrs. Buckland are the parents of four

children: Myrtle D., educated in the city schools;

Charles E., also educated in the city schools; Izora

at home and Zinia E., at home. Mr. Buckland

and wife are well known and universally respected

in Rockford. Politically, he is a sound Republi-

can, and socially-, he is a Master Mason, and a char-

ter member of G. L. Nevins Post, G. A. R., No. 1.

"jfOSEPH H. FAKE. The results of nnflag-

I
ging perseverance, prudent economy and

,=Ji good habits, probably find no better ex-

^^f/ ponent in Boone County than in the above-

named gentleman, who is residing on his excellent

farm on section 7, Flora Township. He is univer-

sally popular in both business and social circles and
is possessed of more than ordinary abilit}', together

with the energy and enterprise which seldom fail

to win.

Our subject was born December 5, 1819, in Rens-

selaer County, N. Y., and is a son of John Fake, also

a native of that State. The grandfather of our sub-

ject was born in Germany and, as far as is known,
is th€ only member of the family who came to

America. He located in Rensselaer County, N. Y.,

when a young man, where he purchased a farm

and resided until his decease.

John Fake was reared in his native State and

died in February, 1825, in Rensselaer County. The

lady whom he chose as his second wife was the

mother of our subject and bore the maiden name
of Susanna See. She was born January 10, 1793, in

the Empire State and died in Brunswick, Rensselaer

County, December 31, 1882, in her ninetieth year.

He of whom we write was five j^ears of age

when his father died and he continued to make his

home with his mother until reaching mature years.

After his marriage, he purchased a flax mill in

Rensselaer County, and in addition to oi)erating

it conducted a farm which he rented. He made
his home in Rensselaer County until 1853, at

which time he came to Illinois, which he had visited

in 1847, and had then purchased eighty acres

of Government land in Winnebago County. In

1853, he bought forty-five acres adjoining his

original tract, for which he paid $15 per acre.

There was a log house on the place and in that

Mr. Fake made his home for about two years, when

he built a good frame house in which he lived un-

til 1859, when he sold his estate and purchased

property near his home, which was his abiding-

place until 1867, when he rented his farm and

purchased a portion of the farm where he now re-

sides. His estate comprises one hundred and sev-

enty-five acres and is well improved with all the

necessary buildings which make of it a first-class

farm.

January 27, 1846, Joseph H. Fake and Miss Sa-

rah A. Lane were united in marriage. The lady

was born in Pittstown, Rensselaer Count3', N. Y.,

October 4, 1822, and died November 22, 1886.

They have no children but have reared two: Sarah

Elizabeth, who was married, December 18, 1869,

to Fred B. Tyers, and is residing in Washington,

D. C, having a family of six children; and Thomas

C. Cramer.

Mrs. Fake joined the Methodist Episcopal Church

before her marriage and our subject became a mem-
ber of that body in 1852. He has officiated as

Class-leader, and at the present time is Trustee.

He takes a deep interest in politics and is a mem-
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ber of the Rcimblican party. He is self-made in the

true sense of that term and has been so long and

closely conneeted with llie interests of Boone

County that we are glad to be able to re|)resent

him on the pages of this volume. While a resident

of Winnebago County, Mr. Fake was elected Jus-

tice of tiie Peace for tliree terms.

|4'*$*'^4* i ^^..{^^.t
i.j..j.^^^;^j^.}.^.}.F

D ARLTOX W. SHICLDON. Whilst history is

philosophy illustrated, biograijhy is the lamp

^J of experience to enctiurnge and guide us

in the paths of success, or deter us from the road

to ruin. The preservation of the facts, therefore,

making up the lives of prominent men, is not onl3'

a source of gratitication to personal friends, but a

foundation of information to all, serving as guide-

boards by the waj'side, or Ijeacon lights to the way-

farer who would achieve fortune or distinction in

like walks of life. In IMr. Sheldon, who is engaged

in the practice C)f law and a general loan and in-

surance business, we lind a gentleman who has

won, unaided, the leading position he holds to-day

among the prominent citizens of Rockford.

The original of this sketch was born in Victor,

Ontario County, N. Y., March 14, 1828. and is the

son of (iad Sheldon, a native of New England.

His father, Deacon Ezra Sheldon, was, from the

best information at hand, also a native of New
England, and engaged in the mercantile business.

He spent the last year of his life at the home of his

son, Ezra, at Mendon, jMouroe County, N. Y. The
maiden name of his wife was Sallie Perry. She
was a native of New England and the mother of

three children, namely: Ezra, Asa|)h and ( iad.

The father of our subject was a young man when
locating in Ontario County, wliere he purchased a

farm in Victor and made the place his home until

1834, at which time he removed to South Bristol,

that county. He there became the owner of a good
estate, and cultivated the soil until his decease,

which occurred in lisSS.at the age of eighty-seven

years. The maiden name of the mother of our
subject was Eunice Hosford. She was lioni, it is

supposed, in Genesee County, N. Y. Her father,

the grandfather of our subject, was a patriot in

the Revolutionary War, and died after having at-

tained the advanced age of ninety-two years. His

good w'ife dejiarted this life at about the same

age.

Gad Sheldon was a soldier in the War of 1.S12,

and reared a familj- of six children, namely; ^lary

E., Alexander, Charles H., Carlton W., Porter and

Ogilvie L. Mary E. married William Doty and is

now deceased; Alexander, an attorney, ^yho prac-

ticed at Jamestown, N. Y"., was a member of the

New York State Legislature, and is now deceased.

Charles is a real-estate dealer at Rochester, "N. Y.,

and Porter, who for a time practiced the profession

of law in Rockford, succeeded his brother Alex-

ander in Jamestown, N. Y., where he is residing at

the present time. He is very prominent in public

affairs, and served as Representative in Congress

from his district. Ogilvie went to the Terntor}-

of Kansas in 1854, making a location in the town

of Burlingame. He also served as a memljer of the

Territorial Legislature, and at the time of his de-

cease was a member of the State Senate.

Carlton AV. Sheldon, of this sketch, prosecuted

his prinrary studies in the public schools of Victor

and South Bristol, N. Y. He spent a year as a

student of East Bloomfleld Academy when Prof-

S. W. Clark, author of "Clark's Grammar," was its

principal. In 1851, he came to Illinois by the rail-

road to Buffalo, then l.iy way of the Lakes to

Kenosha, Wis., wdiere he secured a team, which

conveyed him to McHenry County. That same

fall he engaged to teach the school at Woodstock,

which position he held during the fall, winter and

spring terms, spending his leisure moments in read-

ing law, which profession it was his determination

to follow.

August 12, 1852, the gentleman whose name

heads this sketch made his advent into Rockford,

and at once entered the law oflice of Col. Jasen

Marsh. He was a faithful student, and in the fall

of that year was admitted to the Bar, and, opening

an otHce, was actively engaged in the practice of

law until 1869, when he entered the employ of the

Rockford Insurance Company as Adjuster. He
traveled in the interest of tliat company for five

years, then, in 1874, organized the Forest City In-

surance Company, being elected its Secretary. He
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discharged the duties of that responsible position

conscientious!}' for five years, when he resigned

and again engaged in the practice of law.

Mr. Sheldon was united in marriage, December

20, 1855, to Harriet J. riathaw.ay. who was born in

Grafton, Mass., and was a daughter of Leon-

ard and Caroline (Thompson) Hathaway. Mr.

and Mrs. Sheldon have been blessed by the birth

of four children: Charles E., George P., Dora E.

and Ethel A. In all the countr\' there is no more

ardent, consistent Republican, no man of better

impulses and strict integrity than Mr. Sheldon.

Independent in his religious views, benevolent and

kind, a good neighbor and a kind father and hus-

band, he is entitled to and possesses the conlidence

of his neighbors and friends.

^lEORGE BRADLEY.
, witnesses marked

Each succeeding year

improvements in the

^^_ thriving city of Rockford, particularly in

the way of handsome business blocks, residences,

etc., and in all these structures there is the blend-

ing of the artistic with the utilitarian in modern

architecture.

Among those who have acquired reputations

as skillful architects, and who is one of the lead-

ing men in this line in Northern Illinois, as well

as the oldest in Rockford, is George Bradlej'.

The firm has been George Bradley & Son for

eleven years and is located in the Stewart Build-

ing, where they occupy three floors. They have

drawn designs for more than one thousand of

the most substantial and modern residences of the

city, besides many public buildings, including

schoolhouses, churches, etc.

Mr. Bradley has been a resident of Rockford

since Ma}-, 1855, and has since given his entire

time to his business. He is a practical man of ex-

perience, thoroughly trained, and well qualified

for executing all work appertaining to his pro-

fession, and has demonstrated all over the city

and surrounding sections, by the numerous build-

ings which have l)een erected from his designs,

that he knows his business thoroughly. Our sub-

ject was formerly a resident of Dixon, 111., when

that place was small, but only remained thcM'e one

year. He has witnessed the marvelous growth of

Rockford, and has ever been forward in advanc-

ing any movement that had for its object the pros-

perity and develoi)ment of the city.

Born in Dover, Kent County, England, in

1«2.'). Mr. Bradley was but seven j-ears of age

when his parents, in 1832, crossed the ocean to

America. Tiiey were forty-seven days on the water,

but finally landed in Boston, Mass., where they

remained a sliort time. Erom there they went to

West Newbury, Essex County, of that State, and

there the parents and a l)rothor and four sisters

received tlieir final summons.

The father, William Bradley, was a native of

Kent County, England, and came of an old and

prominent English family, generally saihu-s or

soldiers. He grew to manhood there and served

fourteen years in the English navy, the Last year

as Shipmaster in the East India navy. After

coming to this country, he withdrew from a sea-

faring life and engaged in tilling the soil. He
was born in 1796, and died when forty-nine years

of age. His wife, whose maiden name was Mary
Carlton, was born in 1800, and died in 1852.

They were members of the Episcopal Church.

George Bradley is the only surviving member
of his immedi.ite family, and his boyhood and

youth were spent tm the farm in Essex Count}-.

This farm is now a part of the large tract of

land owned by Maj. Bon Perley Poore, who was

a particular friend and crony of our subject.

After growing up, the latter was married in Haver-

hill, that county, to Miss Mary J. Burham, who
w.as born in the Quaker settlement of New Hamp-
shire, and who was of old New England stock.

]\Ir. and Mrs. Bradley attend the Christian Union

Church and are highly esteemed in the commu-

nity. They became the parents of seven ciiildren,

two deceased: George W. died when young, and

Mary E. died at the age of four years. Those liv-

ing are: Frances .1., wife of Andrew Sheratt, sec-

retary and treasurer of the Forest City Insurance

Company; Emily A., wife of William D. Dow, a

commercial traveler located at Butte City, Mont.;

Ella L., wife of Frank JleKinney. of the firm of

Clark & McKinnev, hardware dealers, at Rock-



356 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD,

ford; Charles W., a. practical architect since the age

of twelve jears, and who, since seventeen 3'ears of

age has been with his father, is a promising joung

man. He married Miss Carrie D. Smith, of White

Water, Wis., where she was reared and educated,

and they now reside on West Mulberry Street,

Rockford. Edwin B. resides in Rockford and does

business with the Berlin IManufacturing Company,

of Beloit, Wis.; he married Miss Emma Cotton, of

Rockford. Mr. Bradlev and sons are independent

in their political views.

ORTON A. BROWN, a retired farmer re-

siding on West State Street, Rockfurd,

was born in Oneida County, N. Y., in

1842, and is of English descent. His

grandfather, Thomas Brown, Sr., was born in Eng-

land and married Miss Mary Morton, a native of

that country. After all their children were born

and the eldest daughter was married, they emi-

grated to this country, in 1829, the married

daughter continuing to reside in her native land.

They sailed from Liverpool and after a pleas-

ant voyage arrived at New York. A year later,

Mr. Brown settled on a farm in Oneida County,

N. Y., where his death occurred in 1855, at the

age of eighty-one years. His wife died in 1843,

when sixty 3'ears of age. They were members of

the p]piscopal Church in England, but after com-

ing to this country became active members in the

Methodist Church.

Thomas Brown, Jr., the father of vuv subject,

was born in Cumberland County, England, in

1814, and at the .age of fifteen accompanied his

parents on their emigration to America. On the

farm which his father had purchased in Oneida
County, he was reared, and after attaining to man's

estate wedded Alma Fuller, a native of Oneida

County, who belonged to an old Connecticut fam-

ily. Her grandfather removed to Oneida Countj'

in an early day and improved what was known as

Fuller's Hollow. Her peoi)le were among the

prominent and leading citizens of that commu-
nity. After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Brown

resided upon their farm in Oneida County until

they emigrated to lUinciis, becoining pioneer set-

tlers of Burritt Township, Winnebago County.

Blr. Brown secured one hundred and sixty acres

of land from the Government, developed therefrom

a fine farm and became one of the leading citi-

zens of the community. He made the first wagon

road north of Winnebago Village, and was one of

the organizers of the Jlethodist Church, in which

he continued a faithful worker until his death in

June. 1890. He was first a Whig and afterward a

stanch Republican in politics. Throughout the

community, he had a wide acquaintance, and the

noble, upright life which he lived won him the

high regard of all. His death occurred at the

home of our subject, and his wife also died at the

home of her son in October, 1888. 'Their only

daughter died at the age of twenty years, and our

subject is now the only surviving member of the

family. Thomas Brown was a brother of the late

Judge William Brown, a very prominent citizen

of Rockford.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, our subject

was reared to manhood, and after he had attained

his majority wedded Jane Houghton, who was

born and reared in Durand Township, this county,

and is a daughter of Robert Houghton, now de-

ceased. Her mother still resides in Pecatonica

Township at an advanced age. Eight children

have been born unto our subject and his wife, six

of whom are yet living: Mary, Agnes, Etta, Alma,

Bessie and Horace. Thomas and Nellie are both de-

ceased.

Mr. Brown is numbered among the early settlers

of this county and for man}' years was one of its

successful farmers. He located in Burritt Town-
ship in 1853, and there engaged in agricultural

pursuits, and also in stock-raising and dairying.

He kept an average of thirty cows and at the

same time fed cattle. He 3'et owns four hundred

and twenty acres of valuable land, a part of which

is his father's old homestead. He has led a busy

and useful life and the success which has crowned

his efforts is well deserved. Having acquired a

handsome competence, he decided to live a retired

life, and about a year since came to Rockfoid,

where he now makes his home. Both Mr. and
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Mrs. Brown are members of the Presbyterian

Church and are highly respected people. Tlieir

home is a pleasant residence, surrounded tiy com-

modious grounds, where hospitality aliounds and

where their friends are always sure of a hearty

welcome.

RS. .JULIA (KELLEY) TURNER, one of

the earliest settlers of Winnebago County,

now residing on section 2'.>, Guilford

Township, was born in Ireland on the

27th of December, 1811. Her father, .Teremiah

Kelle3', was also a native of the Emerald Isle and

the grandfather, .John Ivelley, there spent his entire

life. Her father was married, in Ireland, to SHss

Mav3' Twemey, and in 1817 came to this countr3-

accompanied by his wife and three children. He

settled in St. Albans, Yt., where he purchased Land

and engaged in farming for a number of years,

after which he removed to Rocliestei', Monroe

County. In that place, he rented land and en-

g.aged in farming for some time. Later he re-

moved to Wisconsin and settled ten miles west of

Milwaukee. After a short time spent there, he

came to Winnebago County and his last da\s were

passed in Guilford Townshiij.

Our subject was a child of three summers, when,

with her parents, she came to America. May
10, 18.39, she gave her hand in marriage to Melger

11. Turner, who was born September 3, 1818, in the

Empire State and was a son of .James and Nancy
(Thomas) Turner. The days of his lioyhood and

youth were spent in his native county, where he

resided until 1839. He then removed to Illimiis,

accompanied by his bride and his parents.

The removal was made by way of the Erie Canal

and the Great Lakes to Chicago, where Mr. Turner

bought a yoke of oxen and a wagon, and thus

equipped, the journey was completed to Winnebago
Count3'. The year previous, Mr. Turner, Sr., had

purchased a "squatter's" claim on section 29, Guil-

ford Township. Upon it was a log cabin, into

which the family moved. At that time, all the

land was owned by the Government; deer and all

kinds of wild game were plentiful and the work of

16

progress and civilization seemed scarcely begun.

Mr. I'lU'ner added a room to tlic caliin ;uid <ic-

cupied it with his father's family until the latter

built a home of his own. A few years later, Mr.

Turner erected a substantial brick residence, wliicii

his widow still occupies, and there made his hnnic

until his death. He passed away December 10,

ISSl, respected by all who knew him. He was one

of the representative farmers of the c<.immunity

and an honored pioneer, and his pi>rtrait in an-

other page is a valued addition ti.i tins vdlume.

Unto ;Mr. and iMrs. Turner were liorn two chil-

dren but the only son, William, died at the age of

twelve and a half years. Mary is the wife of Na-

than W. Walkins, who occupies an adj(_>ining farm,

and their son, William E., resides with his grand-

mother and manages her farm. ]Mrs. Turner is a

most estimable lady, held in high regard l_iy all

who know her, and has a wide circle uf acquaint-

ances throughout the community.

IIA'EK .JOHNSON has passed the unevent-

ful life of a farmer, and has ci.intinued

steadily to pursue "the even tenor (,if hig

way," and is now classed among the pros-

pertius and progressive farmers of Manchester

Township. Although of foreign birth, a native of

Norway, he has been a resident of this couutr3' since

a small boy and takes as much interest in the pro-

gress and development of the same as auy native-

born citizen. His birth occurred on the 2()th of

November, 184.5, and his father, .]t}hn .Tolins(.)n,

was born in the same place in 180-1 (_)r 1808. The

father was a farmer and was married in his native

countiy, in 1832, to Miss Engeljor Peters, also of

that country. After the birth of their children,

ten in number, and in the spring of 1850, this am-

bitious couple determined to cross the ocean to

America and make a home in the "land of the

free." After reaching New York, the^- went to

Chicago via canal and Lakes. ]Mr. .Johnson brought

his familj' to Manchester Township, quartered

them with friends, and returned to Chicago

for employment, remaining there for a number of

mouths. They were possessed of considerable
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means for those days and they soon purchased one

hundred and twenty acres of land with small im-

provements, for wiiioh they jiaid §8 per acre. The

house was a good log building and in this they

lived for many years before Mr. Johnson erected

the main part of his present cdmmodious and com-

fortable dwelling. lie died in the fall of 1875,

when seventy years of age, and his wife too passed

away about three months later, when sixty-six

years of age. They had lost three children: Emily,

born in 1833, died in IMississippi in 1866 leav-

ing her husband, iM. A. Ihown, and three children:

L. 1?., a twin brother of .Airs. Brown, died in

Chicago in 1872. lie was engaged in business on

the vessels there and when on a recreation trip he

was accidentally drowned. He was only thirty-

nine years of age and was a prosperous young

business man, leaving his wife and three daughters

in verj' comfortable circumstances, all the fruits of

his own labors. Ann, born in 1840, became Mrs.

William Seaver, and died in Manchester Township

in 1872, when but thirty-two years of age. She

left her hu.sbaud witli four sous and one daughter.

The living members of the family are: A. P.,

Susan, Peter, Nels; Sever, our subject, and his

twin sister, Betsy; Hannah, John and Etta C.

A. P. and Nels are manufacturers of furniture in

Chicago, and have been in business there for

man}' 3'ears. Thej' started in a small way on Green

Street soon after the war, and their business has in-

creased until now they have the largest chair fac-

tory in the United States. All the members of

this family were well educated.

( )ur suliject has followed agricultural pursuits

all his life and married a farmer's daughter. Miss

Betsy Seaver, May 2'!, 1882, Her parents, Knudt
and Thora Seaver, were both Norwegians, who
came to the States at an early day. Mrs. Johnson

was born in Manchester Township in 1859. After

marriage, our subject and wife settled on the old

homestead and are now the owners of one hundred

and seventy-seven acres of good, productive land,

with ample barns, outbuildings, etc. His barn was

the first one erected in the neighborhood and was

built by his father from timber that grew on the

farm. One barn, 30x50 feet, has the stalile in the

basement. JMr. .luhnson is eni,^aged in general

farming and in connection raises a great many

hogs, selling from forty to fifty head each year.

He keeps from thirty to forty head of horses and

horned cattle, and also about twelve cows. He

and Mrs. Johnson hold membership in the Norwe-

gian Lutheran Church.

^^1 AiMUEL KIKK. Lives of public-spirited

'^^ and successful citizens furnish examples

which sh(_iuld encourage others to greater

efforts and nobler deeds; and among those

who are building for themselves inonuments that

will outlast shafts of granite or statues in bronze,

may be mentioned Mr. Kirk, vvho, amid comforts

accumulated by his unremitting exertions, and sur-

rounded by the evidences of the love of his family,

the respect of his acquaintances and the confidence

of his friends, is tranquilly passing the twilight of

his life at his pleasant home in Pecatonica.

The father of our subject, Samuel Kirk, Sr., was

the son of Thomas Kirk and was born in North-

amptonshire, England, where he was also reared

and married. In 1851, he emigrated to America

with his wife and three sons (two sons having

come hither previously) and located in Rockford,

where he engaged in teaming for three years.

Thence removing to Seward Township, Winnebago

County, he purchased a quarter-section of land,

and upon the home he there established resided

until his death at the age of sixty-five years. His

wife passed away at the age of seventy-eight

years, ten months and sixteen days.

Born in Northamptonshire, England, April 24,

1836, our subject was a lad of about fifteen years

when he came to America. He aided his father in

teaming at Rockford and afterward accompanied

him to the farm in Seward Township. After

farming for three years in Winnebago Township,

he returned to Seward, where he operated and culti-

vated a tract of land until he retired from farming

pursuits and removed to Pecatonica. His labors

resulted in the accumulation of a considerable

amount of this world's goods, through the exer-

cise of good judgment and integrity. Meanwhile
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he has ever maintained a deep interest In religious

work, is a member of the Metliodist Episcoiml

Church, prominent in its councils, and has served

as Class-leader and Steward for tliirty \'oars. His

political afliiiations are willi the FroJiiljition jiarty

and he talces an active pari in public affairs.

In 1858, Mr. Kirk was united in marriage with

Miss Ann Faulkner, wlio was born November 9,

1840. She is the daughter of John and Mary

Faulkner, of whom sec sketch elsewhere in this

volume. Mr. and Mrs. Kirk are the parents of tlie

following-named children: William, born in Sew-

ard Township, December 24, 18G2, married Emma
Logan, who died October 2, 1888, leaving one son,

Howard R., born August 15, 1888; Elizabeth A.,

born September 5, 1864, married Seigel Buesinga}'

and has two children living; Charles, born in Win-

ntbago Township, December 20, 1866; and Fannie,

born in tlie same township. April 7, 1868, married

Charles Eddv.

ONRAD A. NEWMAN, a successful and

III
""' prominent designer and drauglitsman, em-

ployed by the Union Furniture Company
and the Rockford Chair and Furniture Company,
was born in Sweden, March 31, I860. His father

died before he was born. His mother afterward

became the wife of Mr. Moberg, and with iier fam-

ily came to tlie United States, locating in Rockford,

where she is still living at the age of sixt3'-four

years. Her second husband died some 3ears ago.

He was a member of the Methodist Church, to

which Mrs. Moberg also belongs.

Our subject was a lad of eight summers when,

with the family, he cro.ssed the broad Atlantic.

Almost his entire life, tlieiefore, has been spent in

this city and of much of its growth and develop-

ment he has been an eye-witness. His education

was here acquired in the public schools and he be-

came a carver in the employ of the Union Furni-

ture Company, with which he remained for fifteen

years. In the meantime, he gained a reputation

as a draughtsman and designer and for some time

has given the latter profession his closest attention.

He has always been regarded as a skilled workman,

and it is said by some of the leading stockholders

of the com[)anies by which he is employed, that

much of their success is due to the designing of

jMr. Newman and his skilled work. He lias l)een

associated with the Union Furniture Company for

some seven years, and witli the Rockford Chair

and Furniture Company for the past three years.

He is also a stockliolder and Director in liotli.

In Sheridan, 111., Mr. Newman was united in the

holy bonds of matrimony to Miss Mary Rasmus-

son, who was born in Chicago, in 1868, and when

quite young went with iier parents to La Salle

County. In Sheridan, her education was acquired

and tlie days of her maidenhood were passed.

Her parents were both natives of Nurwav. Her

fatlier, .J. Rasmusson, who is now wi-ll advanced in

years, is a slioe dealer oi Sheridan. Her mother

was called to the h()nie Ijeyond some years ago.

jNIr. and Mrs. Newman are the proud parents of

four interesting cliildren, tlirco sons and one

daugliter: Earl A., Lyle W., Jennie V. and Ray H.

Our subject and his wife hold membershii) with the

Swedish Methodist Churcli and arc actively inter-

ested in its giowth and upbuilding. Mr. Newman
is a Prohibitionist in politics. Tlie cause of tem-

perance finds in him a warm friend and he is an

earnest advocate of everything calculated to pro-

mote the moral, social and educational interests of

the city. His life has been well and worthily

si)ent in the interests of his business and his fani-

ilj- and he holds a high rank among his fellow-

townsmen, iiB an upright and straightforward busi-

ness man, who deserves the confidence of the com-

munity.

""lEOKGE H. HOLMES, who ranks among the

well-to-do and progressive farmers of Rock-

ford Township, is at present residing on

section 21, where he is engaged in the successful

cultivation of a fine tract of land. He is a native

of the count3-, having been born in Rockford, Feb-

ruary 23, 1844. He is a son of IloUis H. Holmes,

one of the pioneers of this section, who it is

thought was born in the town of Nortlieast, Put-

nam County, N. Y., April 15, 1810. He was very

G
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young when his parents moved across the line into

Conueeticut where he was reared and educated.

The father of our subject was a shoemaker liy

trade, and from Connecticut went to C'aiiacia,

wliere he was engaged in the leather Inisiness at St.

Thomas. In 1839, accompanied by his wife, he

came to Winnebago County, making the removal

witii teams. He at once located in Rockford, which

was at that time little more than a hamlet, and

opened the lir,-.t extensive bdi.it and shoe store

in the [ilace. He cunlinued in tluit line of liusiness

until l.s4i;. when, an account of iil-liealth, lie sold

out and purcliased a farm adjoining the city on the

east, which is now included in the suburb known

as " Highlands." Mr. Holmes there established a

nurserv, which was the tirst in the county, and

which he conducted until his decease in 185i).

Our subject's mother bore the maiden name of

Harah Moore. She was born in Sparta, Conntj^ of

Elgin, Province of Ontario, Canada. She departed

this life on the home farm in 1885, having become

the mother of three children: George H., Edward

M. and Frank E. A sketch of both brothers will

appear on another page of this work. The elder

Mr. Holmes was, in early life, a Whig in politics,

but later joined the Republican ranks. He was

elected County Treasurer in 1846, serving a period

of three years.

George H. Holmes received his education in

Rockford, and, after the decease of his father, con-

tinued in the nursery business until 1862. In June

of that year, he enlisted for three months in Com-
pany A, Sixty-seventh Illinois Infantry, and served

witli his regiment until the 6tli of October fol-

lowing. He returned home, and May II, 1864, en-

listed in the I'liitcd States naval service and
served for one year on the gunboat "I'ndine."

Again returning home, our subject resumed his

business as a nursery-man until 1890, when the old

home farm was sold and platted into city lots,

which was known as the •• Highlands," the most

beautiful suburb of Rockford.

After the marriage of our subject in December,

1890, at which time Miss Alice Ilerrick became his

wife, he located on the old Ilerrick homestead,

where he resides at the present time. Mrs. Holmes
was born on the farm which is her present abiding-

place, and is a daughter of Ephraim Abbott Her-

rick, a native of Andover, Essex Countj', Mass.,

wliere he was reared and resided until 1839. At

that date he came to Illinois, made a claim to

a tract of Government land on the east half of the

southeast quarter of section 36, and when the land

came into market purchased it at $1.25 per acre.

He erected a log house on the place and com-

menced its improvement. His father was associated

with him in the ownership and cultivation of the

property, and together the}' erected good build-

ings and resided on the place until the death of

Mr, Herrick in January, 1881, The maiden name
of the mother of Mrs. Holmes was Lovina Stevens.

She was born in Lennox, iNIadisou County, N. Y,,

and was a daughter of Noah and Lois (Walker)

Stevens. She is still residing on the old home-

stead.

Our subject, socially, is a member of Nevins

Post No. 1, G. A. R.

ps^ AMUEL CUNNINGHAM is a man widcly-

^^^ known for his integritj', honestj' and up-

(fl^^j rightness, alwa3-s contributing liberally to

every good cause and striving to suppress

evil. He is at present residing on a splendid

farm, pleasantly located two miles northwest of

the city in Rockford Township, which is supplied

with good buildings and well equipjjed with the

most practical modern machinery.

Our subject was born m Peterboio, Hillsboro

County, N. II., August 15, 1815, and is a son of

James Cunningham, who was also a native of that

place, as was also his father, James Cunningham,

Sr. The great-grandfather of our subject, Thomas

Cunningham, was born in the North of Ireland, of

Scotch parents, and on emigrating to America set-

tled in Londouderiy, N. H. He later removed to

Peterboro, about 1735, where he was one of the

earliest settlers. He secured a tract of timber land

in the southern part of the town and made that

place his home until his decease, after having

reared a family of three sons and three daughters.

The grandfather of our subject was reared to
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farming pursuits, which calling he followed

throughout his entire life. He became the owner

of a tract of timber land, located one mile from

the old liomestead, which he cleared and improved,

making liis home there until his decease. He was

widely and favorably known in the community

and was a patriot in the Revolutionary "War. The

maiden name of his wife was Sarah Nay, who, as

far as is known, was also born in Peterboro. She

became the mother of a family of live sons and two

daughters, and departed this life on the f>ld home

farm.

Tlie direct progenitor of our suliject remained

with his parents until reaching mature years, when

he went to Maine, making that State his home for

a time, and on returning to Peterboro lived on

tlie old homestead until 1838. In that year, lie

came West to Winnebago County, and purcliased

a claim four miles from Rock ford. He later

entered a tract from the Government, which he

improved and resided upon for a number of years,

when, moving to Rockford, he purchased a home

on what is now the site of the Second Congrega-

tional Church, and there resided until his death.

The maiden name of the mother of our sul)ject w.as

Sarah Morrison Cunningham. She was Ijorn in

Peterboro, N. H., and was a daughter of Capt.

Samuel and Susan (Carter) Cunningham. Slie

came West to Winnebago County in 1839, and,

surviving her husband a few years, died at the

home of her son, Benjamin F.

The five sons included in tlie parental family

were Isaac N., James P., Thomas, Samuel, William

and Benjamin F. Isaac N. came to Winnebago

County in the 3-ear 1836, and was the second Sheriff

of the county; he departed this life in Rockford.

James P. is a graduate of Bowdoin College and for

a number of years practiced medicine at Ilunts-

ville, Ala.; he is also deceased, departing this life

at Peterboro, N. H., when in his twenty-ninth ^ear.

Thomas located at Manchester, Coffee County,

Tenn., where his decease occurred. William went
to California in 18.52 and is at the present time re-

siding in San Francisco. Benjamin F. is a promi-

nent resident of Rockford Township.

Samuel Cunningham was reared and educated

in his native town and remembers distinctlv when

there were no railroads near his home and Boston,

which was the nearest market, was sixty miles

away. He remained under the parental roof until

reaching his sixteenth year, at which time he com-

nienced clerking in an hotel. Later he w.as en-

gaged in driving a stage from Keene to Boston,

and in 1839, desiring to learn more of the Western

country, came to Illinois, where he was met at Chi-

cago by his brother William, who with his te.-im

(•onveyed them to Winnebago County. At that

time, Rockford was little more than a hamlet and

the surrounding country was owned mostly by the

Government. Deer and wild game were plentiful

and prairie chickens and (juails would often come

to the door of their cabin to be fed. Mr. Cunning-

ham lived with his father, who had also come to

this county, for two years and then purchased a

tract of Ciovernineiit land in what is now Winne-

bago Township. There he erected a good frame

house, improved the land and resided there until

1863, when he disposed of his estate .and purch.ased

the old homestead of his father. He made that

place his home for the succeeding thirteen years,

when he also disposed of it sind became the owner

of the place where he is at present residing.

June 12, 1839, our subject was married to Emily

Cutter, who was born in Goshen, Sullivan County

N. H., February 24, 1816. She was the daughter

of John Cutter, who was born in Cheshire County^

N. H., October 31, 1788. His father, also named

John Cutter, was born at Woburn, M.ass., April 16,

1765, and was married to Abigail Demary, of

Rindge, who was the daughter of John and Rebecca

(Corneille) Demar3', both of whom were natives of

Boston and of French parentage. The grandfather

of Mrs. Cunningham removed from Massachusetts

to Jaffrey, N. H., in 1789. He was a leading mem-

ber of the Universalist Church at that place, where

he passed the remainder of his life. The father of

Mrs. Cunningham learned the trade of a tanner

from his father, and after his marriage removed to

Goshen, where, in addition to carrying on his trade^

he operated a farm. He departed this life on the

5th of February, 1829. Mrs. Cunningham's mother

in girlhood was Betsey Crosbj', a native of Jaffrey

and the daughter of Capt. Alpheus and F^lizabeth

(Gilmore) Crosby. She survived her husl>and for
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a number of ye-ii's and died at Plymouth, N. H.

Mrs. t'unningliam was twelve years old on the

de.ath of licr father, and was then taken into the

home of an uncle. She conmieneed teacliini;'

school at tlie age of twenty-one years, which pro-

fession she followed until her marriage.

Two sons have lieen horn to our sui)ject and his

estimable wife: .James (_'., whose birth occurred

November 21, 1848, died in liis nineteenth year.

.John A., who was born August 27, 1851, died in

his twenty-seventh year; lie had married Elizabeth

Ilollenbeuk and was the father of two children,

.John Clement and Katie Emily, the latter of whom
is deceased. In politics, our sulijeet is a Republi-

can, voting- the "Whig ticket previous to the forma-

ti(.)n of that party. In otHcial matters, he served

as Assessor of Winnebago Township for thirteen

years and was Supervisor for two terms. In 1844,

he was elected a member of the Board of County

Commissioners and in every position fulfilled the

duties irajiosed ujion liim in a most creditalile

manner.

1 TGI) ST LUNUBERG, one of the wide-

awake, thorough-going business men of

Rockford, is a stockholder and Director of

the Excelsior Manufacturing Company, of

that city; also President and stockholder of the

Globe Clothing Compan}^, which was started in

1890 with a capital stock of $50,000, most of which

has already been paid up, and he is also interested

in other enterprises. He has been a stockholder of

the former company since 1882, and is now fore-

man of the upholstering department.

Like many of the representative business men of

Rockford, Mr. Lundberg is a Swede, his birth oc-

curring in "Wester Gothland Province on the 29th

of November, 1841, and in that country he learned

his trade. He came to the United States in 1870,

located in Chicago, and was the first of the family

to venture on American soil. Since then he has

been joined by three sisters: Mrs. Matilda Ander-

son, Mrs. Charlotte Matterson, Mrs. Caroline Tal-

strom, and a half sister. Miss Clu-istina Carlson, all

now of Chicago.

The parents, Carl and .lohanna (Anderson) Lund-

berg, died in Sweden, when seventy-five and sixtj'-

two years of age, respectively. The father had been

twice married, his first wife being tlie mother of

our sul)|ect. He followed the occupation of a tiller

of the soil all his life, and met with substantial re-

sults in this iiursuit. The second wife resides in

Sweden, and is well along in years. She is a mem-

ber of the State Church, .as was also her husband

and his first wife.

August Lundberg was the third in order of birth

of the children born to liis parents, and was a

single man when he came to this country. He was

married in Chicago to Miss Gustava Carlson, a

native of Sweden, born October 28, 1845. He sub-

sequently followed tlie trade of upholsterer in Chi-

cago for twelve years, being overseer of the uphol-

stery department of the Sherwood School Manu-

facturing Company for some time. From there he

came to Rockford, and has been identified with the

business interests of the city ever since.

Of the nine children born to iMr. and Mrs.

Lundberg, only two are now living, Anna (.). and

Lillje M., both at home. The remainder of the

children died when under ten years of age. Mr.

Lundberg and his wife luild memliership in the

Mission JjUtheran Church, and he has been one of

the Church Trustees for some time. He is a Re-

publican in politics.

Mrs. Lundberg is now the only one of her fam-

ily in America. She was preceded to this country

by a brother. Swans Carlson, who died recently in

California. Her father died in Sweden, and her

mother still makes her home in that country.

If^y RS. MARION (MONTGOMERY) GREEN-
LEE, who resides on section 1, Guilford

li Township, "Winnebago County, was born

1 Kintyre, Argyleshire, Scotland, April

27, 1<S.'3,S. Her father, James Montgomerj', was

born in the same locality, and his father, Roljert

Montgomery, was probably born on the same farm.

He was a farmer, and spent his entire life in Scot-

land. He married Jane Gritlin, who likewise never

left her native land.

James Montgomery was reared to manhood on
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his father's farm, and after attaining to mature

years wedded Jane Caldwell, a native of Argyle-

shire, and a daughter of James and Eliznbetii

(Howie) Caldwell. In 1842, with his wife and

seven children, he emigrated to America. The

vessel in which he took passage weighed anchor on

the 4th of June and reached the harbor of Now
York on the 4th of July. With his family he at

once started Westward, traveling by way of the

Erie Canal and the Great Lakes to Chicago, where

he procured a team and came on to Winnebago

County. He secured a tract of Government land

in what is now Harlem Township, purchasing a

farm in connection with his brother-in-law, Daniel

Smith. They moved into a log building which

had formerl}' been used as a distiller}', and after

three years Mr. Montgomery sold his interest in

that place and bought the farm upon which Mrs.

Greenlee now resides. It was a tract of wild land,

upon which not a furrow had been turned or an

improvement made, but he at once built a house

and engaged in the cultivation and improvement

of the land until his death. Ilis wife was not long

permitted to enjo}' her new home in America, as

she was called to her final rest in January, 1843.

Six children of the familj' are now living: Eliza-

beth, Robert, James, Marj' , Marion and John. Jane

died in 1883.

Mrs. Greenlee was a child of only four sum-

mers when her parents crossed the broad Atlantic,

and has but little recollection of any other than

her adopted land. She remembers well her early

life among the wild scenes of the frontier here, and

well deserves mention among the pioneers of the

county. She resided with her father until his

death, her husband having previously purchased

the old homestead. It was in March, 1861, that

she gave her hand in marriage to Robert Greenlee,

a native of Argyleshire, Scotland, and a son of

Robert and Mary (jMitchell) Greenlee. AVith his

parents, he came to America when a young man
twenty-three years of age, and throughout his

entire life followed the occupation of farming.

He was a successful business man and an upright

and honorable citizen, and his death, which oc-

curred in 1874, was a loss to the entire communit}',

as well as to his immediate familv.

Unto JNIr. and Mrs. Greenlee were born three

children, who are yet living: Elizabeth is the

wife of Peter Greenlee, and they have two cliil-

drcn: Ivlitli M. and Robert L. The sons of tlio

family, liobi-rt and James, are still at home, and

operate and e:irry on the farm for their mothei-.

Mrs. Greenlee and her children arc all niemliers uf

the Willow Creek Presbyterian Church, and they

are a highly respected family, held in warm regard

by their man}- friends throughout the community.

»r —
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^^EORGE GLEASMAN, deceased, was born in

i|[ I——,
West Le\'den, Lewis County, N. Y., June

^^^(( 30, 1840. His father, Godfrey Gleasm.au,

was born on the banks of the River Rhone, in Ger-

many, where he was reared to man's est.ate, being

one of a family of four sons, who came to Amer-

ica: Godfrey, Valentine, George and David. The

father of our subject was married in Germany, and

on emigrating to the New World, first settled in

West Leyden, N. Y., and later lived in Rome.

In 1862, Godfrey Gleasman enlisted in a New
Y'ork Regiment, and was killed in the Ijattle of

Antietam, in which conflict his brother George was

also killed. The maiden name of the mother of

our subject was Henrietta Smininger; she came to

Illinois in 1857, and spent her last days in Rock-

ton, Winnebago County. Our subject was reared

and educated in New York .State, and previous to

his marriage settled on the farm which his familj'

now occupies, on section 1, Owen Township, Win-

nebago County. There he was actively engaged

in its cultivation until January 1, 1890, when hede-

parted this life. The estate is one of the finest in

the county, and contains four hundred well-im-

proved .acres, and good buildings have been erected

on the pl.ace, which is supplied with all needful

machiner\'. It is managed by the older sons of

our subject, Edwin and Ch.arles. The other mem-
bers of the family are Mina, Katie, Ratie, Alice,

Abbie and Frank. George is deceased.

Miss Sarah Lake, who was born March 18, 184.5,

in Owen Township, became the wife of our sub-

ject. She is the daughter of Hiram L.ake, who was

a native of Canada, while it is thought her gr:ind-
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father, wlm bore the iimiie of .Tolin Lake, was Imrn

in the Kmiiiie Slate, whence he removed to Can-

ada, and lived for a time near Kingsttm. Later he

pureliased a faiui neai' Oriiio. where lie made liis

home until ISll.at wliieh time he eame to I llinois.

and for a shoil time re:^ided in Winnehaiin County.

lie. h()we\'er. returned to Canada, where his di^-

cease occurred. lie had married Sarah Stover, who

departed this life in Iowa while on a visit to her

daughter, hut was lirought liaek and buried in

Rockford. 111.

The father of Mrs. Gleasman followed his trade

of a earpenter in Canaila. in addition to wliieli he

adiled the occupation of farming, and lived there

unlil U~i I I. when he came via the Lakes to Chi-

cago, thence liy team to \Viniieliago County. He

purchased a tract of land on section 12. Owen
Township, on which was a partially completed

house made of sod. He immediately commenced

the work of improving his land, upon which he re-

sided until his decease, October 16, 1872. The

maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth Thompson;

she was born in England, and was the daughter of

Richardson and Ann ((ireene) Thompson, also n.a-

tives of that country. Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson

dieil on the home farm .AInrch 20, LS88. She

reared two of her three children: Rachel married

Albert Ilullett, and Sarah became Mrs. Gleas-

man. of this sketch. Our subject and his estini.alile

wife became memliers of the Blethodist Episcopal

Church at Rockfoid. in 1S82. Their eldest son,

Edwin, married Lissie Trueman. The father of

Mrs. (Ueasman was tlii' first .Tustice of the Peace

elected in Owen Township, which honorable posi-

tion lie held until his death.

j^EOTidE M. TAFT, one of the leading agri-

If (^-, culturists

XiJ| makes cii

s of the township, if not the county,

yj) makes cpiite a specialt3' of stock-raising

and has a large flock of Shropshire sheep that will

compare favorably with any in the county. Like

mo,st of his neighbor farmers, he keeps many cows,

and sends his milk to the creamery. He is wide-

awake and thorough-going and has made a success

<_if his occupation.

Mr. T:ift was born in Roscoe Township, this

county, on the Oth of February, 185.'), but his par-

ents, Levi i\r. and Electa (Gregorj-) Taft, were na-

tives af the iMnpire State, the former born in 1817

.and the lalter in 1811 Grandfather Taft w.as a

native either of \'ennont or New Hampshire, and

removed to Xew York State when his .son Levi w.as

but six >-ears of age. Still later he removed to the

AV^estern Reserve, Ohio, near Ashtabula, where he

died at an advanced age, leaving a famil3' of chil-

dren. He was a life-long farmer and was in com-

fortable circumstances. Mrs. Taft's father, Samuel

(iregory, was a native New Yorker, and followed

farming all his life. He was killed by a run-away

team, when in the prime of life, and left a fainil_y

of eight children.

Levi Taft, father of our subject, was but twenty

years of age when he came to Rockford, Winne-

bago County, and he entered a tr.act of aliout two

hundred .acres in section 6. on which he built a log-

house, and in which house his wife taught school.

They buried two children in infancy; Helen died

when eighteen years of age, and ciur subject is the

onh' one now living. The latter was reared to

farm labor, and was given excellent oi)portunities

for getting an education, but he neglected his ad-

vantages. He selected his wife in the person of

Mi.ss Cora Carjienter, of Ho.scoe, and their nuptials

were celebrated on the 23d of November, 1876.

Her parents, Newton and Almira (Reynolds) Car-

penter, of Herkimer County, N. Y., came West in

1852, and the father followed his trade, that of

carpenter and joiner. He was one of the '4;)ers

who went to California during the gold fever ex-

citement, going by way of the Isthmus, and return-

ing by the same route in 1851. The following

3'ear he came to Illinois, and, in company with his

uncle, Henderson Coftin, purchased a farm. He

then returned to New York for his wife, whom he

married in the year 1851, and brought back with

him to Illinois, locating in Roscoe. He built an

elevator, and for many years ran his grain ware-

house, and was also railroad agent for some time.

He rented his farm but subsequentl3' sold his part

of the same to Mr. Coffin, and purchased one hun-

dred acres a mile and a half east of the Roscoe

depot. This land still belongs to the family. I\Ir.
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Carpenter died on the 24th of March, 1884, when

fift3'-eight years of age, leaving a widow and one

child, now Mrs. Taft. Mrs. Carpenter died Febru-

ary 15, 1887, when sixty-three years of age.

Our subject and wife have three living children:

Helen, born August 30, 1877. and Edith and Edna

(twins), born Novenihor 21, 1S83. These are

bright children and Helen attends tlie Uoscoe

school, while tlie two 3'ounger are in the district

school. Mr. and Mrs. Taft lost two children: Mer-

rill died November 9, 1884, when little over three

years of age, and IMarshall died August 2. 1888.

when also a little over three yenrs old. Tlie living-

children are receiving good educational advantages

and are being thoroughly drilled in music. Mr.

Taft is a Repu!ilican but not enthusiastic in

politics.

\I7 OUIS OOLDJNIAN, proprietor of the Ameri-

I [^ can Fair at Koekford, located at Nos. 517,

519, 521 and 523 Seventh Street, is a na-

tive of Prussia. His birth occurred in 1854, and

he was reared to manhood in his native country,

acquiring his education in the jiublie schools.

After attaining to mature years, lie was married to

Miss Bets}' Max, who was born and reared near the

home of her husband. Her father, Charles Max, is

still living in Prussia, but his wife died in middle

life. The father of our subject is also yet living

and makes his home in Chicago. He came of old

Hebrew stock and lias always been a member of

the Jewish Church, to which his wife also belonged.

She died in her native laud.

Mr. and Mrs. Goldman crossed the Atlantic to

America in 1870, landing at New York City, where

they resided for a time and then removed to Chi-

cago, where they spent some years previous to

coming to Rockford. Their home has been blessed

by the presence of six children: Dora and Lotta,

who are clerking in their father's store; Harry,

who is now a student in the High School of Rock-

ford; Etta, Ella and Lillie, all j^et at home.

Wliile residing in Chicago, Mr. Goldman was en-

gaged in the mercantile business for twelve yeai's.

At length, he came to Rockford and in 1886 es-

tablished a drv-goods store on East State Street.

where lie carried on business until removing to his

present location at Nos. 517 to 523 Seventh Street.

The American Fair, one of the leading stores in the

city, contains a large and well-assorted stock of

dr^'-goods, clothing, fiiniituie, cariiets, lioiits and

shoes, etc, and receives a liberal patronage. The

store occupied is 80x80 feet and is well stocked.

From the beginning, Mr. Goldman has received a

good trade and is now doingan excellent luisiiiess,

which yields him a handsome income.

Mr. and Mrs. Goldman began their domestic life

without a dollar's capital, but their united efforts,

enteiprise, industry, and gooil management have

proved important factors in their success.and they

have steadily worked their way upward until their

possessions now aggregate more than $100,000.

The}' are both members of the Jewish Church and

are well-known and prominent people in this com-

munity, taking an active interest in all that jier-

tains to the welfare of Rockford and its .ndvance-

ment. On another jtage will lie noticed a portrait

of Mr. Goldman.

h'
ARWIN W. ALLEN, of Belvidere, is a

native of the Empire State. His grand-

{^^' father, Isaac Allen, was born in Rhode

Island, April 29, 1768, and was a son of

Nehemiah and Abigail Allen. He removed from

his native State to New York, becoming one of the

pioneers of Herkimer County, and in the midst of

the forest developed a farm, upon which he made

his home for many years. He came to Illinois m
1852, and spent his last days in Boone County.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Lydia

Brown, died in Newport, N. Y.

John F. Allen, father of our subject, was born

in Rhode Island in 1792, and w.as quite young
when his parents went to New York. He was

there reared, and married Plifebe Brown, a native

of Rhode Island, and a daughter of Christopher

and Ruby (Fenner) Brown. With his wife he re-

moved to Oneida County, and purchased a parti-

ally improved farm, but after some years returned

to Herkimer County. Emigrating Westward in

1852, he purchased a tract of land in Belvidere
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Township, Boone County, where he engaged in

farming until his death. May 22, 1859. His wife

died March 17, 1878. in Belvidere. They were

tlie parents of two sons, Darwin W. and Isaac B.

In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject

was reared to nianliood and in the Empire State

he made his home until IH'id, when he came to

Illinois and cast in his lot with the early settlers

of Flora Townshif), Boone County. At that time

Elgin was Ihe nearest railroad station and Belvi-

dere was but a small village. His father and John

Kohoon bought forty acres of land and platted it

•as an addition to the city. On this land was a

small frame house and l)arn and the former con-

tinued to be the home of our subject until 1860,

when he sold and bought land near the city,

where he engaged in agricultural pursuits until

1866, when he came to Belvidere, and since that

time h.as resided at the corner of Pearl and Allen

Streets.

On the 3d of December, 1838. Mr. Allen was

joined in wedlock with !Mary Rix, a native of

Connecticut, and a daughter of Tlieophilus and

Polly (Meech) Rix. She died in 1860, and for

his second wife he chose Ruth Foster, who was

born in New Portland, Somerset County, Me.,

in March, 1834. Her father, Leighton Foster, was

born in Limerick, ;Me., and was a son of Benjamin

Foster, a farmer in that locality, who married

Hannah Bartlett, a native of Kittery, York County.

Thej' removed to New Portland and afterward to

Dover, Me. The father of Mrs. Allen was reared

in the former place and there married Clarissa

Ricker, a native of New Portjand, and a daughter

of Levi and Rebecca (Merryfleld) Ricker. A few

j'ears after their marriage they went to Dover,

Me., and in 1852 enngrated to Illinois. Mr. Fos-

ter purchased a farm in Flora Township, Boone
County, where he lived until 1864, when he moved
to Belvidere, where he made his home until 1881;

he then removed to Bremer County, Iowa, and is

still a resident of Waveily. His wife died Octo-

ber 14, 1881:), leaving three children: Ruth, John

R. and Seth L. .lolni R. died :\Iay 25, 1,S91.

B}' his first marriage. Mr. Allen had two chil-

dren: Frances, who is now tlie wife of Joseph W.
Harper and has foui- children: Irvin, Mary, Bertha

and Joseph Francis; and John R., who is married

and has one son. There is also an adopted daugh-

ter, Lizzie C., who has resided with our subject and

his wife since she was ten years of age. This

worthy couple are widely and favorably known

throughout the communit}-, being held in high re-

gard for their sterling worth. In politics, Mr.

Allen is a stanch Republican and has been a patron

of the Chicago Journal for over thirty jears.

JLLIAM n. MUNN is numbered among

the industrious and thrifty members of the

farming community of Flora Township,

Boone County, where he has an excellent farm

that is under good tillage and yields a comfort-

able income. He was born in Whitestown, Oneida

County, N. Y., December 28, 1830, and is a son of

James Munn, who, like his father, also named

James, had his birth in East Kent, England.

The grandfather of our subject w.as reared .and

married in lilngland and in 1830 came to the

United States and located in Lyons, Wayne
County, N. Y., where he spent his last days. The

grandmother of our subject prior to her marriage

was Elizabeth Kingsnorth and was born in East

Kent and died at the home of a daughter in

Whitestown, N. Y. She reared a family of eight

children, viz: John, J.ames, Alfred, George, Mary,

Celia, Jane and Thom.as.

The father of him of whom we write was reared

on a farm and in 1827, accompanied liy his wife

and five children, came to America, setting sail

from London on the brig "Emily" in July and

landing in New York in Septemljer after a voyage

of ten weeks. He went via the Hudson River and

Erie Canal to Whitestown and for several 3'-ears

was engaged in teaming for the Oriskany Manu-

facturing Company. He then purchased a farm in

Whitestown, which he cultivated until 1858, the

date of his advent into Boone Count3^ Here he

owned and occupied a farm in Flora Township,

where his decease occurred April 22, 1866.

Our subject's mother, Sarah (Kingsnorth) Munn,

was also born in East Kent, England, and spent her
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last years in the town of Marcy, Oneida County,

N. Y., dying in the year 1851. The parental fam-

ily included five children, naraely: .James, (leorgo,

Alfred, our subject and Edward. William II. was

reared and educated in his native town and when

old enough to du for himself commenced working

in a woolen factory. He was thus occupied for

seven years and then followed farming in Oneida

County until I808, when he made the overland

trip to this place and settled upon the farm which

he now occupies. It bears excellent improve-

ments and is pleasantly located two miles from

Belvidere.

In 1852, William II. Munn was united in mar-

riage with Mar3' A. Barnes, who also had her birth

in East Kent, England, and was a daughter of

Richard Barnes, also a native of the British Isles.

In 1840, her father came to America on a pros-

pecting tour and after remaining in the States

for four months returned to England, and, in Oc-

tober, 1841, accompanied by his family, sailed from

London in the ship "St. James," and landed at

Castle Garden after a voj'age of sis weeks. lie

first located in Vernon, Oneida County, where he

resided on the farm until 18G6, at which time he

came to this countj- and engaged in farming in

Belvidere Township. He traded propertj- several

different times and the last j-eai's of his life were

spent in Belvidere, where he died in May, 1887.

Mr. Barnes was twice married, the maiden name of

his first wife, who was the mother of Mrs. Munn,

was Elizabeth Baldock; she was born in the same

county as her husband, in England, and died in

Vernon in 1843, after having become the mother

of three children.

Wi OlIX R. LINN. Quite a number of the most

highl3--esteemed citizens of Rockford are

retired farmers, who have accumulated a

competence by well-directed efforts, and in

their old age are enjoying the fruits of the labors

of earlier years. A fine representative of this class

Is the subject of this biographical notice, who
o^vns and occupies a cozy and attractive residence

at No. 904 Ferguson Street. He came to this city in

1879, from Byron Township, Ogle County, where

]

he had commenced farming operations in 1867, at

which time he settled on the farm now owned l)y

his son James, and there operateil liolh as a gen-

eral farmer and stock-raiser.

I

In Perry County, Pa., Mr. Linn was liorn, Feli-

ruary 21, 1817. His fatlier, .lolm Linn, was a na-

tive of the same place as himself and opened up a

new farm in Saville Township, building upon the

pl.ace a house, where he spent the remainder of his

life and where he p.assed away at the .age of sixty-

two years. His wife was Miss Mai'y Ross, who was

born in Perry Coimty, and, like himself, was de-

scended from Scotch ancestry. She died on the

old homestead two years after the decease of her

husband, at the age of fifty years. The parents of

i our subject were members of tlie Presbyterian

Church and had a family of ten children, eight

daughters and two sons, all of wiiom married and

reared children.

The first marriage of our subject united him with

Miss Margaret I. McKee, a native of Franklin

County, Pa., who was descended from Scotch an-

cestors. She was born in 1809, and died in Ogle

County, in 1874, leaving three children: John, who

married Miss Mary Adams, of Stephenson County,

111., now resides in Geneseo, this State, where for-

merly he was pastor of the Presbyterian Church.

He is a graduate of Caunonsburg College and

Princeton University and a man of great eloquence

and learning. Mary E. is the wife of Mathew Bull,

a farmer in Byron Township, Ogle County; James

purchased the farm formerly owned by his father

in Ogle County, but makes his home in Chicago,

and was an employe of the Chicago Fireplace

Company, at No. 224 Wabash Avenue. He married

Miss Anna Jones, of Ogle Countj'. He is now in

the employ of the Central West Advertising Bu-

reau.

About 1876, ]\Ir. Linn and Miss Ann L. McClure

were united in marriage in Perry Count}', Pa.,

and their wedded life was terminated three years

afterward by the death of the wife. The last mar-

riage of Mr. Lynn united him with Miss Marj' E.,

Wilson, who was born and reared in Ohio. During

some years she followed the profession of a teacher

and was also a missionary among the Indians on
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the frontier anrl a tcMcher in their schools. She is

a lady of great ahility and kindliness of heart and

is a faithful meniher of the Presln'terian Clinrch,

to which Mr. Linn also belongs. In his political

Iwlief, he is a firm Repnhlican.

Prior to coming to Illin(_)is, Mr. Lynn engaged

in nicrcliandismg at I'erryviile, Juniata County,

Pa., f<_)r eleven years, and afterward was for three

years Steward and Overseer of the farm of the

Pennsylvania Agricultural College, of Centre

County, cmliracing four liuiidred acres. In that

way he acquired a knowledge of that great educa-

eational institution of Pennsylvania, and on sever-

ing his connection with it he removed to Illinois.

lie is now living quietly and comfortalily, and is

interested in all causes that are iirogressive, nota-

bly' the cause of temperance and soliriety.

W lONKL W. lilCIIARDSON, who islivinga

I! (CS) retired life in IJoscoe, is numl)ered among

jL^^ the earl>' settlci's of Wiuneliago County,

having made his liome in this jilace since ISyt.

For many years he was one of its most prominent

business men and a valued citi/cen of the commu-
nity. His life record is as follows:

He was born on the 17th of .lanuary, 1M28, in

Johnstown, Montgomei'y County. N. Y., and is a

son of Benjamin and Juditli (Mason) Richardson.

Both were natives of Spencer, Worcester County,

Mass., the father b<jrn February 27, 1782, and the

mother Fel)ruary !i, 17110. The paternal gr.and-

father, Joseph Richardson, was a farmer of East

Brookfield, Mass. He married Esther Lammon, of

that place, wiio died leaving two sons: Benjamin

and Joseph. He tlien wedded Priscilla llincherd,

and the}' had three sons and a daughter. Mr.

Richardson lived to an advanced age and died in

West Camp, N. Y. The parents of our sul)ject

were married January ;3, 1807, and resided in

Spencer and Warren, Alass., for tliirteen years, when
they i-enioved to Johnstown, N. Y. The death of

the father oecuried in Fultonville, N. Y., in 1838,

at the age of fifty-six years. By trade lie was a

hl.aeksmith .and followed that occuiiation through-

out his entire life. He left six sons and six

daughters and, with one exception, all grew to

mature years. In 1844, Mrs. Richardson removed

to IMassachusetts and two years later came to Ros-

coe, 111. Her children. Benjamin, George W.,

.lulia and husband started Westward in the spring

of 18;5(! and spent one summer in Bertrand, Mich.,

during which time the daughter died. In the fall

the brothers came on to Roscoe, where the}' ar-

rived in September. ()w sister, Judith, now the

wife of Jeremiah L. lirown, came to Illinois in

1837, settling in Genoa, De Kalb County, and the

mother with Sarah P. and William ai'iived in Ros-

coe in 18 1(;,,as before stated.

It was in 1853 that our subject came to the West.

He s|)ent the first sixteen years of his life in the

county of his nativity and then removed to

AVorcester, Mass., whence he came to Illinois

on a visit. The following spring he made a jier-

manent settlement, and has since been a resi-

dent of the town of Roscoe. In the East, he had

engaged in clerking for two years, and was then

employed in a wire factor}' in Worcester and

Cherry A'allcy,Mass.,from 1846 until 1852. The two

succeeding }'ears were spent in running a portable

engine in Dunkirk, N. Y. ( )n coming to Roscoe,

he embarked in the manufacture of plows and

v.-agons in company with his iirother William, and

continued in that line of business until 1870.

During that time he invented and patented the

Diamond Plow, the first successful c.ast-steel plow

ever manufactured. It was manufactured in

Rockford, and W. H. Gregory became Mr. Richard-

son's partner in that business, the connection con-

tinuing until 1878. From that time our subject

was engaged in buying and shipping grain and

stock until 1 886, when his elevator was burned, and

for the p.ast six years, he h.as lived a retired life.

On the 7th of November, 1854, in Worcester,

jNIass., ^Ir. Richardson wedded Maria L. Jones of

that place, daughter of John and Sylvia (Day)

Jones. She died in Roscoe, September 4, 1881, at

the age of forty-seven }ears. They had buried

an infant son. Mr. Richardson was again married,

February 1, 1883, this union being with Mrs. Isa-

bella Jones Richardson, widow of James Richard-

son. They have an adopted daughter, Sarah Pris-

cilla. the namesake and voungest child of Mr.
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Richardson's youngest sister. Tliis worthy couple

are widely and favorabl^y known throughout the

comnuinity in which they make their home. Our
subject is numbered among tiie honored i)ioneersof

Roscoe, and is now enjoying a rest which he has so

truly earned and richly deserves.

\J^III>»'EA.S HOWES. It has lieeu customary

1 )l) to speak of men who liave raised them-

^ selves to honorable stations in life without

I
^ the aid of wealth or influential friends, as

"self-made." Such an one is our subject, who

started out in life with nothing Init his strong

liands and his determination to succeed. And that

his desire has been accomplished is noted by the

fact that he is one of the most prominent and pro-

gressive citizens of Rockford. In his life we find

an excellent example for 3'oung men just embark-

ing in the field of activity, showing what may be

gained by honesty, prudence and industry. In

his youth he enjoj'ed few advantages, but relied

solelj- upon his efforts and his conduct to win for

him success, not in the sense of accumulating

wealth, but in doing good to others, in serving

others well, and in winning their res))ect.

The original of this sketch, and of the accom-

panying portrait, is one of the pioneers of Rock-

ford. He was born in the town of Southeast,

Putnam County, N. Y., September 25, 1817. His

father, .Job Howes, was, it is thought, born in

Schoharie, N. Y., and was of early English ances-

try. The latter-named gentleman alwa3^s followed

agricultural pursuits and spent his last years in

Putnam Count}', N. Y. The maiden name of the

mother of our subject was Elizabeth Eggleston,

and departed this life in the above-named county.

Phineas Howes was reared and educated in his

native town and when seventeen jxars of age en-

tered upon an apprenticeship of three years at the

carpenter's and joiner's trade. He was then em-

ploj'ed as a "jour" and remained in the Empire

State until 1839, when he came to the Prairie

State via the most expeditious route at that time,

sailing up the Hudson River to Albany, theuce

on the Erie Canal to Buffalo, where he embarked

on a lake steamer which conveyed him to Chicago.

From that then small city of but a few thousand

people, Mr. Howes was given the permission to

ride with a gentleman who was coming to Rock-

ford, and landed in this city with but twcnty-

flve cents in his pocket.

Rockford was at that time a very small place,

the surrounding country being owned by the Gov-

ernment, and deer and other wild game being very

plentiful. Mr. Holmes was very desirous to se-

i

cure work and better his condition in life, and

I

soon found employment at his trade. Being very

industrious and economical, he saved a portion of

his meagre earnings and was soon enabled to pur-

chase a lot in the village and a claim to a tract of

Government land, located in what is now Cherry

Valley Township. When the land came into mar-

ket, he with others started with a team of horses

and a wagon to the land office at Galena. Tliey

provided themselves witli provisions and cooking

utensils, camping out and prc|)ariiig their meals

on the way.

In the fall of 1839, Mr. Howes erected the first

frame house ever built in Rockford. This struc-

ture is still standing on East State Street. Our
subject worked at his trade for a few years, then

engaged in the lumber business with John Lake,

the partnership continuing about fifteen years.

Since that time his attention has been chiefly em-

ployed in looking after his private interests, and

he is one of the wealtliy and iinnninent residents

of the cit}'.

Miss Maria Barnum became the wife of our sub-

ject in October, 1839. Mrs. Howes was born in

Danbury, Fairfield County, Conn., in February,

1811, and was the daughter of Daniel and Lorana

Barnum, (further reference to whom will be found

in the sketch of D. H. Barnum). The ceremony

which made them one was solemnized at the home

of Miss Barnum in Cherry Valley Township, and

their wedding trip consisted of a ride with a pair

of oxen and wagon from Cherry Valley to Rock-

ford. The}' commenced housekeeping in the

dwelling above mentioned before the doors or

windows were put in, and all their furniture was

home-made. Mr. Howes was very prosperous and
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the structure was soou replaced by a comfortable

and convenient dwelling, in which they resided

for man}' years. Mrs. Howes departed this life

December 10, 1877. Slie was the mother of three

children, namely: Ellen C. (^deceased) who was the

wife of Charles Chamberlain; Cora is Mrs. Harry

C.Woolsey and has three children: Maria, Ella and

Ralph; Herbert H. died when thirty-five years old.

He of whom we write cast his first Presidential

vote for Andrew .Tackson and has ever since syni-

l)athized with the Democratic party. He is a man

who combines strictness of moral principles with

energy and decision of character. He has made

profitable investments, become interested in re-

nninerative enterprises, won honorable success in

business and secured a competency as a product of

personal industry and good judgment put forth in

a field wisely selected. He is a careful business

man, ever adhering to the dictates of his con-

science in matters both of a pulilic and private na-

ture.

A^'ll) KKY'l'. There are many beautiful

residences in Rockford, whose elegance of

finish and superiority of design attract

the admiration (if the visit<:n- to the city,

Ijut among the number there is probalily none

which so impresses the beholder as an ideal home

as the charming residence of Mr. Keyt. Situated

justsoulhof the city and occupyingamplegrounds,

handsomely laid out and adorned with shade and

ornamental trees, its exterior appearance indicates

that it is the abode of a familj- of taste and means,

while the interior furnishings [irovc the cultured

tastes of the inmates.

A native of Ohio, Mr. Keyt was born in Piqua,

Miami County, Se|itember 20, 1826. His father,

John, was born in New Jersey, and learned the

carpenter's trade in New York City, whence he re-

moved to Ohio at an early day, residing for a time

in Cincinnati. Then he went to Piqua and built

a house for Col. H. D. Johnson, Indian Agent at

that place. He remained there until 1850, mean-
while carrying on his trade as carpenter and buildei-,

and then went to California via the Isthmus of

Panama. His death occurred in the Golden State

during the following year.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Margaret Widney, and she was born in Penn-

S3-lvania, being the niece of Col. II. D. Johnson.

She spent her last years in Piqua, and died in the

spring of 1857. She was the mother of eight chil-

dren, who attained to mature years, viz.: Elizabeth,

Mary A., John W., James R., David, Caroline,

Stephen and Sarah J. David was reared in Piqua,

and when eighteen years old commenced work

with his father. In the spring before he attained

his majority', he began in business for himself as

contractor and builder, continuing at Piqua until

1857, when he came to Rockford and established

in business here.

The first work secured by Mr. Keyt in Rockford

was the erection of the Second Congregational

Church, which was done so satisfactorily that after-

ward he had all the business he could attend to.

Up to the time of his retirement, in 1888, many of

the finest buildings, both public and private, in

the city were built by him. The Gazette of April,

1888, in giving a resume of his work, remarked

that Mr. Keyt had undoubtedly erected more

buildings than any other contractor in the city.

He built both the Centennial and Court Street

Methodist Episcopal Churches, the latter of wliich

he also designed. With a material mind for the

contemplation of mechanical designs, and witli

the early training of his fatlier, he soon de-

veloped a taste for architectural design and orna-

mentation. He has attained a name second to

none as a superintendent and builder, and so long

as he actively engaged m his trade, his interior

finish and decoration were surpassed by none,

equalled by few.

In 1847 Mr. Keyt was married to Miss Lydia A.

Sawyer, who was born in Dayton, Montgomery

County, Ohio. Her (larents, Uriah and Sarah

.Saw^'cr, uatrives vi Massachusetts and Ohio, respec-

tively , were people of worth and highly esteemed

in their community. Mrs. Lydia Keyt died in

1861, and twelve years later Mr. Ke3't formed a

second matrimonial alliance, his wife being Mrs.

Charlotte (Leonard) Skinner, a native of Milton,

Chittenden County, \'t. The father of Mrs. Keyt,
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Benjamin Leonard, Jr., was born in Raj'nham,

Mass., and his father, Benjamin, was born in the

same house, as was also his father. The house was

built of bricks brought from England.

The great-grandfather of Blrs. Kcyt was an em-

ploye in the iron works at Ra^nham and siient his

entire life in that town. Iler grandfather was also

an iron worker, and lived and died in Raynham.

His wife, whose maiden name was .Judith McC'um-

ber, was of Scotch ancestrj^ Benjamin Leonard,

Jr., went to Vermont when a young man, settling

iu the town of Ludlow, and was there married.

Afterward he moved to Milton, residing there until

1850, and then came to Illinois, via Lake Cham-

plain to Whitehall, then by the railroad and p]rie

Canal to Buffalo, and from that place by the Lakes

to Chicago. The journey from Chicago to Elgin

by railroad and from there to Rockford bj' team>

occupied three weeks, and upon his arrival here he

bought a tract of land in Burritt Township, im-

proved a farm and resided there until the death of

his wife. He then removed to Wisconsin and

spent his closing j'ears in the home of his son at

Lake Mills, Jefferson Count3^

The maiden name of the mother of Mrs. Keyt

was Lucy Colburn Chandler, and she was a native

of Chester, Vt. Her father, Thomas Chandler, Jr.,

was, it is thought, born in the same town, and his

father, who bore the same name as himself, was the

first Supreme Judge of Vermont. The grandfather

of Mrs. Keyt was reared and educated in his native

village, where he spent his entire life, and followed

literary pursuits during much of his time, being a

man of splendid information. His wife, who was

known in maidenhood as Asenath Adams, was a

member of the same family to which John Adams
belonged. She came to Illinois when quite old,

and died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Robert

Short, in Seward Township, Winnebago Count}'.

The mother of Mrs. Keyt died on the home farm

in Burritt Township.

In 1851, the marriage of Charlotte Leonard and
James B. Skinner was solemnized. He was born in

Barre Center, N. Y., and was the son of Stephen

and Sophia (Butler) Skinner He came to Rock-

ford with his parents in 1839, and from that time

until his death made his home on West Main

Street. Learning the trade of a blacksmith, he

carried on his trade in connection with the manu-

facture of agricultural implements for many years.

He invented several very useful farm implements,

including the Skinner Gang Plow, a sulky plow,

and walking and riding cultivator. He formed a

partnership with C. C. Briggs and I. A. Enoch, and

transacted an extensive business in the manufac-

ture of agricultural implements, and continued act-

ivel}' engaged in business until his death, in 1872,

aged forty-eight years.

.

Mr. Keyt has one daughter living, Clara, wife of

James H. Rhodes, of Chicago, and she has one

child, Blanche E. Mrs. Keyt has two cliildren:

INIary C. and Fannie S. The lirst-named married

Albert Graj'and they have three cliildren: Lillian,

Winifred and J. WillxM-. Fannie S. became the

wife of C. F. Henry, of whom see sketch elsewhere

in this volume. Mv. and Mrs. Keyt are members

of the Court Street Blethodist Episcopal Church,

and,politicall3%he is a Republican, and cast his first

vote for Zachary Tajlor. The parents of Mrs.

Keyt reared ten of their thirteen children: Clarissa

A., Maria L., Caroline A., Henrietta L., Fannie A.,

Harriet A., Charlotte W., Lucretia M., Blarcia A.,

and Levi B. All of these but Clarissa are now

living.

RANK L. IMOORE. Tliere is probably not

within the limits of Flora Township,

Boone County, a more thorough or sub-

stantial farmer than Mr. Moore, who is success-

fully operating a choice tract of land on section

3. He w.as born in Preble, Cortland County, N. Y.,

December 9, 1842, while his father, Samuel Moore,

was a native of Peterboro, N. II.

The father of our subject was a lad of six years

when his parents removed to the Empire Stnte,

where he was reared and married. In company

with his brother Eben, he [lureliased a tract of

land in Preble, where lie was engaged in farming

until 1852. At that date coming to this county,

the elder Mr. Moore lived in Flora Township for

two years, then disposing of his property removed

to Rock County, Wis., where he owned a farm
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which he cultivated until 1868. Preferring to

live in Boone County, Mr. Moore returned to

Flora Townshi]) ;ui(l liduslit the farm which is in

the possession of our subject and where he resided

until his decease. The maiden name of his wife

was Mary .Skeal, a native of New York State,

where she spent her entire life.

Frank L. Moore was an only child of his parents,

with whom he resided until then- decease. His

farm is pleasantly located two and one-quarter

miles from Belvid< re and is well equipped with

all the buildings and iiiacliiuery which stamp him

as a progressive and enterprising agriculturist.

He was married in [XCn U< Emily Gray, who was

born in Corinth, 'Mf.. April 2!), 1842. By their

union has been Imru (Hie (Laughter, Florence,

who is now the wife o( Lewis Hawkey.

Hartwell Gray, the father of 3Ls. ^Moore. was

born November 2'J, IKll, in the town of China.

Kennebec C'ouut3% ;\Ie.. where iiis father, .lonatlian

Graj-, was one of the early settlers. The latter-

named gentleman purchased a tract of land on

Deer Hill, which he cultivated until his decease in

1821. The lady to whom he was married was

known as Annie Gray; >lie departed this life in

Corinth in 18.54.

Mrs. ]\L)ore"s father was a lad of sevt'u years

wlien his parents died, and four years later he

started out to earn his own Ii\iiig, being employetl

on farms until eighteen years of age. Later, lie

worked in the lumber regions, continuing to l>e

thus occupied until his marriage. He then [uu'-

chased a farm iu ('(.iriuth, which he made his home

until 1866, and then coming to Belvideie pur-

chased a farm two and one-half miles from that

city. He is now living retired and enjoying the

results of an indu.strious life.

The parents of IMrs. Moore were niai-ried Feli-

ruar3' 12, 1840, her mother, who was born in New
London, N. H., November 21, 1H24, liearing the

name of Adeline Gile. Her father, David (iile,

was born in the same town and was a son of .lacob

and Phfebe (Martin) (iile. He followed the life

of a farmer and on removing to L<_iwer ]Massachu-

setts resided there some years, when he came to

Chicago and died at tlie home of his daughter in

1882. The grandmother of ^Ls. iloore, Emily (iape.

was a native of New London, N. H. Mv. and Mrs.

Hartwell (iray reared a family of nine children,

viz: Olive, Emily, Hiram, Jennie, Carrie, Sarah,

Da\ ton, Nellie and Cora.

^>^^<m=^
i >»n>LIAM FROHNING, a successful dealer

\V - /* in wines, liquors, etc., doing business at

y^ No. 319 East State Street, Rockford, claims

"\Vest|)halia, Prussia, as the land of his nativity.

He w;is born in 1854, and when quite young came

to this country with his parents, who were also na-

tives of Germany. After coming to this county,

they located on a farm near Rockford, where they

spent the remainder of their lives, Mr. Frolining

following agricultural pursuits. They both died in

1,S5 1, about three weeks after coming to America.

Our subject is the youngest of their family. He

acquired his education in the city schools of Rock-

ford and spent his bo3diood days under the i)arental

roof. As a companion and helpmate on life's

journey, he chose Miss Rosa Sclioon, a native of

Wisconsin, there reared and educated. When a

young lady she came to Rockford. Her parents

were of (ierman birth, and crossed the broad At-

lantic in the early 'oOs, locating on a farm near

^niwaukee. Wis., where they spent the remainder

of their lives, dying when well advanced in years.

They were Lutherans iu religious belief, as were

also the parents of Mr. Frohning.

As before stated, our subject is engaged in busi-

ness at No. .319 East State Street, where he has a

large stock of wines and liquors. His establish-

ment is lifted u[i with a most elaborate I)ar and

luneli-room and there he h.as carried on business

since .lune, 1888, having a liberal patronage from

the wealthier class of Rockford 's citizens. He takes

(juite an active jiart in public affairs, being inter-

ested in all that pertains to the welfare and up-

building of this cit}- and the advancement of its

leading industries.

Li his political attlliatious, Mr. Frohning is a

Democrat, which party he has supported since at-

taining his majority, but has never been an office-

seeker. He takes considerable interest in civic

societies and is a member of the Lidependent (jr-
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der of Red Men, and the Independent Order of

Knights and Ladies of Honor. Himself and wife

are both members of tlie Lutheran C'hureh, to the

support of which lie contributes liberally. They

have a pleasant and comfortable residence, situated

at No. 302 Walnut Street, which is the alK)de of

hospitality, and the light and joy (.>f their home is

then' little son, William, Jr., now live years <_)f age.

ifp^^ICHARD JOHNS, a retired farmer residing

m^ in Rockford, is of English birth. His

:ii\\\ father, Thomas Johns, came to this coun-

^^try with his wife two years after our sub-

ject landed in America, and his death occurred at

the age of seventy-six jears of a facial cancer.

His wife, whose maiden name was Elizabeth Light-

foot, reached the advanced age of eighty-two

years. They were both members of the Methodist

Church.

Our subject si)ent the days of his boyhood and

youth in England, and at the age of twenty-two

sailed on a lumber ship to t^uebec, Canada, where

he arrived after a voyage of six weeks. He came

on at once to Illinois and Sfient three vears in

Rockford, engaged in the butchering business. He

then returned to his native land, and in Cornwall,

married Jane A. Hocken, who was there born, and,

like her husband, was of pure Cornish descent.

Their wedding tour consisted of their voyage and

journey to this country, ten weeks being required

at that time to cross the broad Atlantic. The par-

ents of Mrs. Johns never left their native land.

The father, John Hocken, was accidentally killed by

the premature discharge of a gun when forty-two

years of age. His wife survived him some time and

died in her seveut^'-eighth year. They were mem-
bers of the Independent Church of England. In

their family were ten children, of whom Mrs.

Johns was the second in order of birth.

Our subject and his wife have now lived and

labored together for forty years, and their efforts

have been rewarded with prosperity. Their union

has been blessed with eight children, seven of

whom are yet living. Emma became the wife of

17

Walter II. Morey, of Spencer, Iowa, and died leav-

ing five sons; Nathaniel wedded Minnie Safford,

and resides on a farm in Rockford Township; \\'ill

R. married Carrie Rowe and resides near the city :

Nellie is the wife of John D. Safford, an agricultur-

ist of Rockford Township; Frank wedded Ada
Siiulier, and follows farming in Owen Township;

Minnie is the wife of Henry E. Sauber, who is con-

nected with a furniture company of Rockford;

Flora II. and Albert C. reside at home.

Mr. and Mrs. Johns began their domestic life

upon a farm, and for some years prior to removing

to this citj' made their home in Rockford T<jwn-

ship, where our subject carried on agriculture and

sttick-raising. lie now owns five hundred and forty-

acres of valuable land near the city, all of which is

highly improved and yields him an excellent in-

come. It is supiilied with good IjuiUlings and all

the accessories of a model farm. The land is under-

laid with a fine stone quarry, which has been suc-

cessfully worked liy Mr. .lolins, and i)roved a

good source of revenue to him. By his industry

and enterprise in former years, he has accjuired a

handsome conqietence which now enables him to

live a retired life, enjoj'ing the rest which he has

so truly earned and richl}' deserves.

In connection with this sketch of the life (_if Mr.

Johns will be found his lithographic [)ortrait.

^flOIIN HERMAN LYNN. In reviewing the

I

various enterprises that eontrilnited toward

making Rockford one of the great leading

business cjyiters of this country, it is inter-

esting to note the advance made in each industry,

and amoiig' these none demand a higher order of

business ability, or more finely cultivated and artis-

tic taste, than does the manufacture of furniture.

The well-known and popular West End Furniture

Comiiany was established in July, 181)0, and is .the

largest and leading enterprise of the kind in the

cit\'. The factory is spacious and supi)lied with

the latest improved machinery and appliances,

affording emplo^'inent for about one hundred and

thirty hands in the different departments, where

the most original and stylish designs are origin-
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ated. This concern is nt>\v on a solid and sub-

slautial footing and manufactures almost exclu-

sively bookcases and ladies' desks, of which they

have all styles and designs. Under the control of

such men as Austin Colton, President, F. (I. Iloag-

land, Vice-President and Mr. Lynn as Secretar3'

and Treasurer, llie Inisiness cannot fail.

Mr. Lynn, who lias Ijcen a stocklKilder and Di-

rector in the above-mentioned enterprise from its

inception, and is now its most able and ellicient

Secretary and Treasurer, has given his entire atten-

tion to the business, which is capitalized at 850,000.

lie has held his present position for about a year,

and is a young, energetic, business man. lie has

been a resident of Rockford since 1.S71 and was

here reared and educated, lie learned the baker's

trade, but later engaged in the fruit and confec-

tioner}' business for some time. After this he was

engaged in the grocery business with P. Heagg

and still later was commercial traveler for the Star

Furniture Company. .Just before he became Sec-

retar}' and Treasurer of the present business, he

was commercial traveler for the Skandia Shoe

Company.

Born in Wester Gothland Province, Sweden, on

the 18th of April, 1858, he remained in his native

countrj' until 1869, and then came with his pa-

rents to this country. They settled in the south

part of Winnebago County and there the father

tilled the soil until the year 1871, when he was

filled with a great desire to go still further West-

ward. The parents, with part of the children, emi-

grated to Clay County, Neb., and there settled

on a farm, which they soon had well cultivated

and imjiroved. 'J'hcre tlie father, .lohn Lynn,

who was a man of sterling character and an hon-

orable, upright citizen, passed awa.y, his death oc-

curring in 1888, at the age of fifty-t\yo years. He
had ever been a Lutheran in religion, and a Re-

publican in politics. The companion of his joj'S

and sorrows, his worthy wife, is still living and
finds a pleasant and comfortable home with our

subject. She is now seventy-one j'cars of age and
has ever been an earnest believer in the Lutheran

doctrine. Tiieir children, four in number, are

as follows: Alexander, a farmer of Dodge
County, Iowa, married Miss Sarah Marker; Eda

makes her home with our subject; John Herman

(our subject), and Matilda, wife of Charles An-

derson, a farmer of Clay County, Neb.

When the family moved to Nebraska, our sub-

ject came to Rockford and engaged in varit)us

enteri)rises asabove mentioned. He has been a resi-

dent of this city for the most part ever since and

is acknowledged by all to be a young man of

much business acumen. Believing, as the best

and truest of men do, that it is not best for man
to live alone, he was married in Rockford to Miss

Anna Pherson, who was also of Swedish nativity,

born January 27, 1859. In the year 1868, she

came to the United States with her parents, Ingvar

and Christina (Hf>ckson) Pherson, and settled

with them in Rockford. The parents are both liv-

ing at the present time and arc now quite aged

people. Mr. Pherson is a machinist for Emerson,

Talcott (fe Co. He and Mrs. Pherson attend the

Zion Lutheran Church, in which they have been

members for 3'ears. Their family consisted of

seven children, six of whom are yet living and

four marrried. Mrs. Lynn, the third in order of

birth of these children, is a most excellent lady

and is possessed of many admirable traits of char-

acter. She and Mr. Lynn are members of the

Zion Lutheran Church, and Mr. Lynn is a member

of the church board. He is a Republican in poli-

tics. They have one little girl, Effie E.

^ IMLLIAM McCULLOUGH, a prominent and

\/\/// s'-i''sff>iitial farmer of Harrison Township,

^^fl Winnebago Countj', III., is a native of

this county, born where he now resides on the 8th

of December, 1847. His father, .John Alexander

INIcCuUough, was born in the North of Ireland on

the 1st of ]March, 1818, and was brought to Amer-

ica by his parents when six years of age. .John

McCuUough's father was William McCullough,and

his mother, Flliza Drummond, came from the North

of Ireland. William McCullough was born in Scot-

land and was a schoolmate of Robert Burns. He

was a well-educated gentleman and came of

wealthy ancestors who lost the most of their prop-

ertv during the troubles there. He lived to be
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ninety-seven years of age and was buried in Ypsi-

lanti, ]Micli., about 18G3. His wife died in St.

Lawrence County, N. Y., when (juile aged, and

was the mother of two son^ and live or six daugli-

ters.

William McCullough was one of eight (.hildrcn,

the eldest, the first daughter, dying when young.

The children who grew to adult j'ears were as

follows: James, a farmer of Alexandria, S. Dak.,

is the giant of the familj-, stands six feet and five

inches, and weighs two hundred and ten pounds.

He is known in Harrison as the "Baby of tlie

Woods." He was a volunteer from Guilford Town-

ship, in the Eleventh Hlinois Cavalry, and entered

as a private in Corapan}'^ B, under Capt. Munhall.

William, our subject; Margaret died on the old

homestead when eighteen j'ears of age; Anna,

widow of James Dobson, resides in South Dakota;

Mary, Mrs. Perrj- L. Smith, resides in Chicago;

Jeanette, Mrs. Charles Winright of South Dakota;

David, also of South D.akota, and a farmer and

Register of Deeds at Howard City.

Our subject was married June 11, 1885, to Miss

Margaret Naugle, of Newark, Wis., daughter of

Daniel and Sarah (Strow) Naugle, who were from

Pennsylvania, but who came to AVisconsin in 1849.

This union has resulted in the birth of three

children: Fanny May, Ijorn May 4, 188G; Mary

Alice, May 11, 1888, and Luther William on the

7th of January, 1890. Mr. McCullough has ever

been a resident of his present farm and is known
far and wide as a wide-a-wake, thorough-going ag-

riculturist. He is the owner of one hundred and

ninety-eight acres, all but thirtj'-eight acres, which

he has since added, Ijeing the old homestead. He
has made man}^ improvements in the old place in

the last few j^ears and in 1884 he built a fine barn,

32x60 feet. Since then he has erected a corn house,

wagon and tool house, horse barn, hen house and

many other necessary improvements. He h.as

added to the house his father built, and enlarged

it very much, making a very comfortable and

attractive home. In connection with his farming

industry, Mr. McCullough raises considerable stock

and has on his place at all times about fifteen

head of horses. His Morgan stallion, "Stanton,"

is a splendid animal. He also has thirty head of

horned cattle which include a dozen good cows

and he sells annually an average of twenty-five

hogs. Mr. McCullough votes with the Republican

party luit is not a strict partisan. Mrs. ]McCul-

lough is a liaptist, but JNIr. JlcCullough cduies of

good Presliyterian ancestors.

*:es-!-^s« /

^

MOS C. HARRIS. A list of the old settlers

W^/Lih of this section would he incomplete with-

out the above name, which is borne liy

one of the most intelligent and public-

spirited citizens of the village of Winnebago,

where he has lived retired from farm life since

1881. Ho is a son of Solomon llanis, and was

born in Berne, Albany County, N. Y., February 1,

1834. The father was also a native of tiie Empire

State, and the grandfather was, from the Ijcst in-

formation at hand, named Jeremiah; he was a

farmer of Berne, where his decease occurred.

Solomon Harris removed from Albany to Ca}-

uga County", and, locating in the town of Ira, was

engaged in farming several years. His decease

occurred, however, August 23, 18.54, in Elmira.

His wife, prior to her marriage, was Rebecca Cowel,

a native of the same State where he had his birth;

she died May 9, 1846, in Ca3'uga County, when

in her fiftieth year. The maternal grandfather of

our subject, Amos Cowel, was a farmer, and died

in Cato, N. Y. He had married Betsey Mills, with

whom he spent many years of happy married life.

He of whom we write resided with his parents

until reaching his majority, when he commenced

life on his own account even with the world. He
worked out on farms by the month in Cayuga

County, and in 1855 emigrated West to Illinois,

making permanent location in this county. Rock-

ford was at that time little more than a hamlet,

and it was there that Mr. Harris was emploj'ed in

a machine shop for three years. During that time,

however, he purchased a tract of wild prairie land

in Winnebago Township, and in 1858 located on

the place and engaged in farming until 1881, when,

as bef<n'e stated, he came to Winnebago village.

In 1891, he erected his pleasant home where he
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and his good wife make welcome their numerous

friends and acquaintances.

In Cayug-a County, N. Y.. uur subject and Miss

IMary Kellogg were united in marriage in the year

1858. The lady was born in the town of Scliaghti-

coke Point, N. Y., October 12, 1833, and is a

daughter of Joseph Kellogg, a native of Connecti-

cut, who went to New Yc)rk State when a young

man and was there married. The father of Mrs.

Harris was a blacksmith by trade and iu Cayuga

Count}' erected a shop and folhiwed his trade \intil

coming to this county, where his decease occurred

in Winnebago village.

The maiden name of the mother of (lur subject

was Augeline Holmes; she also iiad I.er birth iu

Schaghticoke Point aud departed this life in Win-

nebago Township. One child. Steward II.. was

born to Mr. and Mrs. Harris .June 8, 1860, and

died in September, 1882. Our .subject aud his wife

are devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church and have many friends among the people

where they have lived so many years.

*i^ g ••• .
•^ - i-'Ji)

'

i»

<S^ DWIN S. ALEXANDER, a retired merchant

l^ of Belvidere, is a native of Covington,

/•'—

^

Fountain Count}-, lud., and one of five

children born unto James and Sarah (Mitchell)

Alexander. His grandfather, William Alexander,

was a pioneer of the Territory of Indiana, and for

many years engaged in farming in Fountain

County. James was born and reared in that county

and married Sarah Mitchell, a native of Penns3'l-

vania, whose parents, Thomas aud Hester (Cowell)

Mitchell, were also born iu the Keystone State.

They were pioneers of Indiana and came to Boone

County in 1836. Mr. Mitchell died at the home
of his son in Neosha Falls, Kan., aud his wife

died at the home of their daughter in Ontonagon,

Mich.

It was iu iy3'J that James Alexander visited

Boone County, aud purchased a tract of land in

what is now Bonus Township. He then returned

to Indiana, and two years hiter brought his family

to the new home. He at once liegaii the improve-

ment and cultivtition (jf his laud, and upon that

farm made his home until within a short time of

his death. The last year of his life was spent in

Indiana, aud he there passed away iu September,

1888. His wife died in Harvard, August 25, 1875.

Their four children who grew to mature years are

lulwin S., Frances M., Serena M. and Elisha J.

Our subject was only fourteen months old wiieu

his parents came to Illinois, aud amid the wild

scenes of frontier life the daj'S of his boyhood and

youth were passed. During the winter season he

attended school and in the sumjner mouths aided

in the labors of the farm until twenty j'ears of age.

During the three succeeding years of his life, he

carried on farming for himself, but continued to

make his home with his parents until 1862, when

he embarked iu the grain and luml)ei business in

Poplar Grove. After ten years si)ent in that line,

he engaged in merchandising, cariydng a stock of

dry-goods and groceries. He was first a partner

of W. S. Webster, and later was associated with

Woodward Brothers until 1880, when he disposed

of his interest in the store and again engaged in

dealing in grain for a year. Removing to Wauna-

kee. Wis., he was there a dealer in live stock and

grain for five years, when he returned to Poplar

Grove, where he made his home until 1886. In

that year he came to Belvidere and has since lived

retired.

In Januai'}', 1870, Jlr. Alexander was united in

marriage with Eliza Bailey. Her great-grandfather,

Levi Bailey, was a native of Westchester County,

N. Y., followed farming aud at one time was a

large slave-holder, but voted for emancipation.

He married Betsy Smith, and became a large land-

owner of Putnam County, N. Y. He was also one

of its prominent citizens and represented his dis-

trict iu the State Legislature. The grandfather,

Levi Baile_v, learned the trade of harness-making,

which he followed for some years, aud then oper-

ated a farm which he had inherited until his death.

He married Priscilla Thompson, a native of Put-

nam Count}-, and a daughter of James and Pris-

cilla (Cole) Thompson. Her father served as

General iu the State militia. Daniel Bailey was

educated in his native town and at the age of four-

teen began earning his own livelihood. On attain-

ing his majority, he went to Westchester County,
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where he bought a farm and made his home for

seven years. In 1854, he came to Boone County,

and, purch.asing one hundred acres of laud in Bel-

videre Township, engaged in farming and stofk-

raising. He has been Yory successful and now

owns more than seven hundred acres of land. Upon

his farm he resided until 1888, since which time he

hiis made his home in Belvidere. He was married,

in 18-12, to Emeline, daugiiter of Charles and Eliza-

beth (Banker) Agor, and a native of Putn.im

County, N. Y., born July 25, 1822. They have

three children: Theodore, Spencer and Eliza.

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander and their daughter,

Elora B., their only child, occupy a pleasant home

in Belvidere, and its hospitable doors are over

open to their many friends. In politics, he is a

supporter of Republican principles, and sociallj',

is a member of Poplar Grove Lodge, A. O. U. W.

m^mi
ARTIN McCOY. In the early settlement

of Winnebago County, 111., Mr. McCoj"

bore a prominent part in developing and

opening the way for civilization, and is

one of the old and much esteemed citizens. He
was born in the Keystone State, his birth occurring

in Huntingdon County, in 1813, and he is the son

of Jonatlian McCoj', who was born in the North of

Ireland, or on the ocean en route to America in

1788. The grandfather of our subject, George Mc-

Coy, was born in the Nortii of Ireland, and came

to Alexandria, Pa., about 1788. He was the father

of four cliildren: George, Jane, Mary and Jona-

than. The mother of these children died at the

ripe age of eightj^-four years. Their daughter

Mary was wed by Matthew Simpson, at Spruce

Creek Iron Works, and the latter's son, Matthew
Simpson, was one of the most eloquent and suc-

cessful preachers in America, and was noted far and
wide as a most gifted Methodist divine. He be-

came an eminent bishop, and was a long time

chaplain of the United States Senate.

Jonathan McCoy, father of our subject, was mar-

ried, when twenty-two years of age, to Miss Isabella

Houck, of his own neighborhood. After marri.age

they settled in their native place, and there reared a

large family of children. They were the parents

of eight sons and four daughters, but one,

Washington, died in infancy. The otiiers were

as follows: William, who died a few years ago;

Martin, our subject; Ellen became the wife of J.

G. Guntei-man, and died in Madison County, 111;

James is an extensive farmer near Blue Mound,
111.; Hezekiah, a large railroad contractor and a

verjr wealthy man, is a druggist of Salt Lake Cit\';

Jane, now Mrs. McNickle, resides in Milwaukee;

P^lizabeth, a young lady, died near Troy, 111.; John,

who resides in Lebanon, 111., is a wealthy ranch-

man, owning many ranclies in Texas; Dorsey, wlio

is overseer for a large nail factory in Milwaukee,

Wis., began the trade when thirteen years of age,

and now at the age of sixty-nine years, is in charge

of the works, and has been for many 3'ears, at a

large salary; Thomas is a farmer of Macon Count}',

111., and is in very good circumstances, owning

land in Dakota; and Mary is the widow of Elder

Palmer, an able Baptist minister of Southern Illi-

nois, near Cairo. The latter was a brother of Hon.

.John M. Palmer, who was an expert linguist, Ijeing

master of seven languages.

Martin McCoy, our subject, came to Southern

Illinois in 1834, resided there for a little over

four years, and in April, 1838, he came to Rock-

ford. He was married on the 30tli of March, 1837,

in Smoothe Prairie, III., seven miles east of Alton,

to Miss Sarah Chandler, a native of North Carolina,

and the following j'ear he and his bride started for

Winnebago County by the river from Alton. He
left his wife at Savannah, and walked from there

to Cranes' Grove, and then went by stage to Rock-

ford. He walked from there to Harlem, and thence

over to Harrison Precinct for his brother-in-law's

two yoke of oxen. With these he returned to

Savannah for his family and goods. He made the

trip of one hundred and twenty miles in one week,

and came on witli his goods, wife and young babe,

Ellen, who was three months old. This was in the

month of April, and they were caught in a heavy

rain storm which drenched his wife, child and
goods, and stalled his team in the quicksand. This

was but one of the many trials that beset the path-

wa}' of these young pioneers. Tiic roads were new
and with the load of household goods, for they had
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plenty along with them, made the trip a very tedi-

ous one. Very tliruikful wei'e they when they

reached Roekford on the 17th of April. In order

to cro.«s Rock River, however, Mr. JlcC'oy was

obliged to wade the stream, which was waist deep,

and set up .stakes as landmarks, after which he re-

turned for his team and precious load.

He first settled opposite Latham, on a half-sec-

tion of land that Henry Chandler had located, and

they improved forty acres, and put in a crop. They

resided there two .seasons, and then settled on IMr.

IMcCoy's lu-esent homestead, where they erected a

shanty, and immediately began making improve-

ments on their future home. Of this, one hundred

and si.Kty .acres were in timber, and Mr. McCoy
sohl eighty acres to David Penfield, and got a Mr.

Thompson, of Roscoe, to deed the other eighty

acres for thirty acres. In 184.3 or 1844, Mr. Mc-

Coy took a pre-emption of eighty acres where he

now lives, and on this he liuilt a log house, 16xlG

feet, with a good shingle roof. Later he built a

10x16 addition to this, and stiil later another ad-

dition of 10x10 feet. He resided ten years in this

house before he built a frame house. He sold his

land at Latham, and with the proceeds paid for

his homestead of eighty acres. In 1872, he bought

eighty acres of the land just nortli of him wliicli

had been shorn of the timber, and for this i)aid

$1,700. Of this, sixty acres are of the very finest

soil, producing immense crops, and twenty acres

are in timber, good size, all grown since then. Mr.

McCoy owns one hundred and eighty-five acres, of

which forty acres are choice pasture land, fortj'-five

acres timber, and the balance is in a high state of

cultivation.

Five children have been born to IMr. and Mrs.

McCo}', all daughters: .Tane died m infancy;

Naucy, now Mrs. A. V. Dooliltle, is at home with

her father; Mary, a lovely young woman of eigh-

teen _years, died of typhoid fever; and Plstella is

now Mrs. A. N. Rockstead, her husliaud a photo-

grapher of Rockford. Mrs. Doolittle and Mrs.

Rockstead each have a son. Mr. JMcCoy Iniried

his devoted and much beloved wife on the 30th of

.lune. 1887, she being sixty-nine years of age, and
but for the company <if his daughter, his home
would lie di'solate indeed. I\Ir. McCoy enjoys

comparative!}' good health for bis years. He has

five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

He keeps nianv cattle and eight cows, sending liis

butter to consumers in Milwaukee, Wis. He also

sells from thirty to forty fine hogs each year.

Our subject has always voted the Repuljlican

ticket since the birth of that party, though not a

strict ixartisan. He has never sought official posi-

tions, but has lield the office of .Justice of the

Peace, Assessor, etc. He has been a consistent mem-
lier of the Methodist E|)iscopal Church since sixteen

3'e.ars of age, and his departed wife was also a faith-

ful Christian. Our sul)ject has been a Master

Mason many j'ears, and knows Masonry to Ije a

grand institution for suffering humanity.

s^ YL^'ESTER CAGE. We herewith present

the sketch of a (irominent farmer of Boone

Township, whose lunne is located on sec-

tion 11. He is a native of Herkimer

County, N. Y., and was born on tlie 29th of De-

cember, 1838. His father, Alfred Gage, was .also a

native of the above-n.anicd count}-, where he was a

farmer. In 1849, the elder Mr. Gage went West

to California via the Nicaragua route, and died in

the Golden State, in 1862, leaving a wife and three

children in the East. The maiden name of our

subject's mother was Parmelia Gregg, the daughter

of .Joseph Gregg, a carpenter of Sandusky, Ohio.

The brother and sister of our subject were Seymour

and Elizabeth, the family of five li.aving been

broken into by the death of Eliab and Maiy Ann.

He of whom we write was given fair school ad-

vantages, and when fifteen years of age started out

to earn his own living. In 1860, he w.as married

to Elizabeth Ann, a daughter of Thomas and

Sarah (Clark) IJerry. Mr. G.age never served an

apprenticeship to the carpenter's trade, Init one

day meeting with a Mr. Pearce, who offered liim

$2.25 per day to worlc for him at tliat trade, he

accepted the position and happened always to do

the right thing required of him, thus making a suc-

cess of that line of business. In the si)ringof 1875,

Mr. and Mrs. (iage emigrated to Ingham C'ount}-,
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Midi., where they remained for two years, at the

end of which time they came to Illinois and lo-

cated in Capron, whither a brother of Mrs. (iago

liad settled in the '50s. They lived there for a

twelvemonth, when our subject purchased a small

farm of eleven acres. Previous to coming- West,

he purchased a farm for $500 in this State, which

he sold a few years later for $1,800, and with that

amount came West. They have a snug little farm

and keep on their place five cows, marketing the

milk at the creamer}' one-half mile distant. Mr.

Gage is still working at his trade of a carpenter

and is employed in the construction of some of

the finest residences and stores in the place.

Our subject is a stanch Democrat and interested

in the upbuilding of his community. His mother

died in Litchfield, N. Y., in the summer of 1889,

when eighty five years of age. Mrs. Gage's father

died in Herkimer County, N. Y., December 2, 1857,

when sixty-three j'ears of age, leaving a widow and

six children, namely: Thomas F., a carpenter at

Capron; Robert C, of Fulton County, Mo.; Will-

iam W., residing at Ilion, N. Y.; Edward M., who
makes his home in Kent Countj-, Mich.; and Ann
E. George M. died when tiiirty-six years of age.

Tlie parents of Mrs. Gage were natives of England

and emigrated to the New World in 1828, being

sixty-three days on the ocean. Grandfather Gregg
was a patriot in the War of 1812 and did brave

and active service during that period.

OSCAR FAVOR. Tiie present popular Post-

master of Rockton was apjaointed to that

ottice in the fall of 1889, and he enjoys

the entire confidence of all with whom he has

dealings. He is a native of this county, having

been born October 18, 1844, in Rockton Township,
and was reared to manhood on his father's farm in

Owen Township, Winnebago County.

Wadley F.avor, the father of our subject, was

born in New Hampshire in 1806 and is a son of

Moses Favor, a farmer in the Granite State, where
he lived and died in his seventieth year, having
reared seven cliildren. His son Wadley in 1832

emigrated to Canada, where he was employed as

manager in a stove foundry for six years at Nor-

maudale. At the expiration of that time, he came

to Rockford and was soon engaged in fanning near

the city, at the same time malting claim to eighty

.acres of Government land in Owen Township. In

1845, he located upon that tract with his family,

moving into a rude log house which had been hur-

riedly erected, and died September 2, 1880. The

mother is still living.

The lady to whom Wadley Favor was married

in 1842 bore the maiden name of Mary Bryning.

On coming to the new home in Winnebago Countj',

the parents began housekeeping in a primitive

way and here reared their family. In 1855, Mr.

Favor erected a substantial residence and added

one hundred acres to his estate, all of which is

still in the family. The greater portion of it lies

on section 5, and it is one of the most tlioroughl}-

tilled farms in Rockton Township. In 1860, a

large barn, 30x40 feet, was built, to which he later

added another large structure. Their eldest child,

who bore the name of Axie, died April 6, 1889 at

the age of forty-five years. Those living are our

subject and his brother Walter, who is engaged

in the drug business in Rockford.

Oscar Favor w.as reared on the home farm which

he left in 1869, and was married to Jlary Bligh, of

Rockton. Her parents were natives of New York

and pioneers of Winnebago County, this State.

They bore the names of Alpheus B. and Almira

(Weird) Bligh, respectivel}', and passed away in

this county at the respective ages of fifty-seven and

seventy-seven years. The only son born to our

subject and his wife, Oscar Bligh. died in April,

1882, when three years of age.

Our sulijeet operated a fine farm and w.as exten-

sively engaged in the dairy business for some

twelve j'ears, disposing of it to eng.age in the grain

and stock trade, which he followed for six j'ears

in Rockton. In 1889, being appointed to his pres-

ent ottice, he has since given his entire attention

to the duties of that position. He is a true-blue

Republican, as was his father before him, and while

in the grain business was made Constable of his

township, and for six years was Assessor and for

three years served as School Trustee. He was ap-

pointed administrator of his father's estate and
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likewise of his f:itlier-in -law's property, wliicli lie

manages in the most satisfactorj' manner. In every

relation of life he is most cordially esteemed liy

those who know him, as is indicated hy the fact

that lie lias lieen [ilaeed by his ]iarty in numerous

ofHcial positions.

-|,5^,5.,5.,ggi^A4.4„5.t
3,5.,j.,5..;, v^gg^Vj.^^.^f

JlIOMAS LIDDLE. This sueecsslul liorti-

•ulturist of Owen Township lias on liis es-

vV&=ii» i^iQ the largest and finest orchard in the

county of Winnebago, and lias a wide reputation

as a tlirifty farmer and ni)right citizen. He re-

sides (HI the farm wliich was imiiroved by his

wife's father anil wliicli comprises one hundred and

sixty acres, on which improvements of a substan-

tial order have lieen placed and conveniently ar-

ranged buildings liave lieen erected. The most

conspicuous structure is tlie family residence, a

pleasant rural abode, a view of which is jiresented

on another page.

Tracing the lineage of Mr. Liddle back through

several generations, we find that his great-grand-

father, a native of Scotland, emigrated to the

North of England and there spent his last j-ears.

The great-grandfather of our suliject was a silver

miner near Wolsiugham, where he spent his entire

life. Grandfather George Liddle was liorn in

England, and his son, likewise named Gecnge, was

a native of Durham County-, there engaging in his

younger days as a miner and in his later life as a

miller and farmer. In 18.-12, he emigrated to

America and resided at the Wadsworth homestead

in the Genesee Vallej^ N. Y., ()ne year. From
that place he came to Rockford and followed the

business of draying for one year, after which he

bought a farm in Owen Township and followed

agricultural pursuits until his death.

The mother of our subject, whose maiden name
was Jane Clay, was born in Durham County, Eng-

land, tlie daughter of George and Hannah Clay,

and died on the old homestead in Owen Town-
ship, after having reared to maturity eight sons

and four daughters. The member of this family

in whom we are particularly interested is Thomas,

who was l)orn in Durham County, England, Ajiril

6, 1827, and was reared on a farm in his native

country-. At the age of seventeen, he commenced

railroading on the Wear Valley Railroad, in which

capacit3', as well as in farming, he was occupied un-

til he emigrated to America in 1851.

In that 3'ear Mr. Liddle set sail from Liverpool

on the vessel "Corsica," whicli was wrecked on

the coast of Newfoundland, all his i)Ossessions

being lost excepting the clothes which he wore.

He was taken in a life boat to Cape Ray, and four

days later brought to St. Johns, New Brunswick,

whence, two weeks afterward, he sailed for New
York, Innding in that city in June. Thence he

proceeded to the AVadsworth homestead in the

Genesee Valley, where he remained until 1'8.52

and then came to Rockford, where he was en-

gaged on the Chicago ct (!alena Union Railroad.

During the live \e,ars in which he was in the em-

ploy of the company, he was industrious and

economical and was thus enabled to engage in

farming. Some 3'ears before leaving the railroad

business, he purchased a farm in Owen Township

together with his brothers, where he resided until

the Civil War, and then bought his present prop-

erty.

April 6, 18G2, jNIr. Liddle was married to Miss

Minerva Chapman, who w.as born in Cayuga

County, N. Y., October 1, 183'.). Her father,

Edom Chapman, was born in New York State.

Her grandfather, Jeremiah Chapman, was, it is

thought, born in England and emigrated to Amer-

ica, where he spent his last years on a farm in

Putnam County. Grandmother Chapman, whose

maiden name was Mary Barger, died on the old

hom&stead in Putnam County. The father of

Mrs. Liddle learned the trade of a carriage-maker

and painter, and resided in Caj'uga County for a

short time after his marriage, coming in 1842 to

Illinois and purch.asing a tract of wild prairie

land in Owen Township. Three years later his

family joined him. Afterward he bought another

farm in the same township, where he resided until

death. His wife, Gertrude (Jones) Chapman, was

born in York State, the daughter of Samuel and

Rebecca (Updyke) Jones, and died on the home

farm. Mr. and Mrs. Liddle have three children:

Jed, Ada and Ardeu. Ada married William Kel-
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ley and has two children, Lucy and Mary. In

his political affiliations, Mr. Liddle is a Ropuhli-

Oitn and is public-spirited and onterprisinjx.

FRANCIS E. WILLOUGIIP.Y. Among the

^") residents of Rockford Townsiiip, Winne-

bago County, none are more wortliy of rep-

resentation l\y the biographical writer than Mr.

Willoughby and his wife, who are held in high es-

teem by all wtio know them. The farm which thoy

own and occup}' is one of the finest in the locality-

and a visitor would find upon it every necessary

and convenient structure, which gives to the (irem-

ises an air of prosperity and comfort.

The ancestors of our subject are such tlial their

descendants can refer to them with pride, the va-

rious families furnishing men and women of intel-

ligence and abilit}'. John B. Willoughby, the

fatlier of our subject, was born in Westchester

County, N. Y., January 16, 1802. His father.

Bliss Willoughb}', was, it is thought, born in Con-

necticut, and, as tradition has it, there were three

brothers named Willoughb_y, natives of England,

and members of Queen Anne's Life Guards, who,

after the death of Queen Anne, came to America,

one of them settling in Vermont, another in Massa-

chusetts and the third, who is said to be the an-

cestor of our subject, making his home in Connec-

ticut. All three served in the Revolutionary War.

The grandfather of our subject removed from

Connecticut to Westchester Count}', N. Y., and

from there to Chenango Count}-, where he was one

of the pioneers of Preston. Purchasing a tract of

timber land, he set about improving his farm, and

as there were no railroads or markets nearer than

the Hudson River, was put to the great inconveni-

ence of conveying the products of his farm many
miles bj' means of ox-teams. Times being hard,

he was unable to meet the paj-ments on liis land

and was thus compelled to abandon it, moving to

Oxford Township, where he rented property for a

time, until he was enabled to purchase an improved

farm, upon which he resided until his death. The
maiden name of his wife was Fanny Patten. He
served for a pericxl of six months in the Revolu-

tionary War, and upon his discharge received $50

in Continental monev, -^10 of wiiich he w.as com-

l)elled to pay for a square meal.

.lolm Willoughby, the father of our suliject, was

reared in New Yiirk State, where ho learned the

trade of a stone mason, and foi' a time was em-

ployed in building locks on the Lackawanna Canal.

After his marriage, he located on the old liomc-

stead, whicli he operated until his decease. lie

married Nancy Shapley, who was born in Oxford,

Chenango County, N. Y., and was the daughter of

David Shapley. Mrs. Willoughliy still resides on

the home farm in Oxford, being in her eight3'-sixth

year. She is the mother of three children: Francis

E., William Darwin and John II. The latter died

in Coven tr}', Chenango County.

The original of this sketch received a good edu-

cation in the schools of his native town and con-

tinued to reside under the parental roof until 1855,

which was the date of his advent into Illinois.

Locating in Ogle Count}', he purchased a tract of

eighty acres of wild prairie land in Linville Town-

ship, paying therefor $11 per acre.

He soon traded, however, for one hundred and

sixty acres in the same township, where he made

his home until 1866, and then came to Winnebago

County, becoming the [n-oprietor of one hundred

and ninety-three and one-half acres of land, lo-

cated one-half mile from the city limits of Rock-

ford. He was actively engaged in cultivating his

farm until 1890, when the "boom" struck the city^

and Sir. Willoughby platted one hundred and eight

acres of his land. That year he erected a hamlsome

residence, a view of which is shown on another

page, which is furnislied and finished in modern

style.

February 6, 1857, Miss Janett E. Root, who was

born in Oxford, N. Y., became the wife of our sub-

ject. To them have been born a famil}- of five

children: Augusta E., Edgar C, Arthur B., John

II. and Frank. Augusta married Warren (). Eddy,

by whom she has two children : Flora and Alice.

Arthur married Catharine Ernst, and is the fatlier

of three children: Hazel Grace, Lyra, and Arthur

Fletcher. Mr. and Mrs. Willoughby are members

of the Court .Street Methodist Epi.scopal Church. In

politics, our subject cast his first vote for Franklin
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Pierce, and now votes tlie Proliibition ticket. lie

\v:is for many years a Icacling member of the Granj^e,

heiiiy a cliarter menilior of Whig Hill Orange, and

for foiii'toen months was manager of the co-opera-

live store in Rockford.

\f| OIIN A. BOWMAN, Secretary of the Royal

I
]
Sewing Machine C<ini|iany and also a Direc-

tor and stockholder, is a native of Sweden,

_ his liirth having occnrred in the Province

of Sniohuid, January 22, 18(j(t. His parents, S. A.

and Anna (4. (Anderson) Bowman, were natives of

the same province, where they were married a ad

began their domestic life, the father following the

occupation of mining. After the birth of all their

children, the family came to the United States, in

1869, sailing from England in May of that jear,

and landing in New York, whence they came to

Rockford, 111. They afterward removed to Mich-

igan, and in 1873, to Vallej' Spring, S. Dak., which

was then a new and nnbroken country. The par-

ents are still living on a farm near that place and

are prosperous and enter|n-ising i)eo[iIe. They
have lived to see all the imiirnvements made in

Minnehaha County and are numliered among its

honored pioneers. The parents are both members
of the Swedish Lutheran Church, and have reached

the ages of sixty- three and sixty-four years, respect-

ively.

Oursul)ject is the third of four children who are

yet living. One sister, Sophia, is the wife of An-
drew Borg, wiiose sketch is elsewhere in this work;

Hilma is the wife of Charles Olander, and Enielia

is the wife of O. Peterson. The two latter reside

upon farms in Blinnchaha County, S. Dak.

When a lad of ten summers, Mr. Bowqnan of this

sketch went, witli his family to Marquette County,

Mich., and three yeros later removed to Valley

Springs, S. Dak., where lie was reared and began

business as a general merchant, there making his

home until IHS'.I, when he came to Rockford.

While a resident of Mliincliaha County, he was
joined m wedlock with .Miss llaunali Iletland,

who was born in Norway, Sciitemliei' 17, IHdo. and

IS a daughter of Steiilien and Margaret (Larson)

Iletland, also natives of Norway, who emigrated

with their children to this countr}- in 1872. The3'

located in Morris, 111., and in 1879 removed to

South Dakota, locating on Goverment land in

Minnehaha County', where the parents still reside

upon the farm which the}' improved. Their family'

numbered six children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bow-

man have been born three childi'cn: A. Leland,

Chester A. and Blanche M.

The parents are members of the Zion Lutheran

C'hurch and are prominent young Swedish people

of this locality, ranking high in social circles. Mr.

Bowman is a Republican in politics. Since coming

to this city, he has been closely connected with its

business interests. The Royal Sewing ISIachine

Company was organized in July, 1891, with a cap-

ital stock of $100,000, and began to operate

the following May. The}' employ about one hun-

dred men and have a capacity of about two hun-

dred and fifty. The}' manufacture a good machine

and have a constantlj' growing business. Our

subject is Secretar}" of the company and is also a

stockholder in the new Swedish paper of this city.

He owns a half-iuterest in the three-story brick

block at Nos. 501 and 503 Seventh Street, and also

in the three-story brick block at Nos. 505 and 507

Seventh Street. ]\Ir Bowman is President of the

local board of the Loan and Investment Company

of North America, located at Chicago.

RANGE R. GORHAM. In giving honor to

whom honor is due, we should not neglect

O. R. Gorham, who began life empty-handed

and has accumulated a good property by dint of

energetic and well-directed efforts. His home is

located on the corner of North Church and Napo-

leon Street, Rockford. Born in Pittsford, Rutland

Count}', Yt., July 13, 1837, he is the son of Alonzo

Gorham, whose birth occurred August 15, 1801, in

Poultney, that State.

The paternal grandfathei- of our subject, Seth

Gorham, was a native of New Fairfield, Conn., and

of Engli,sh ancestry. He removed from that State

to Vermont, where he followed the blacksmith's
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trade in Poultney. In those days all the nails were

made by hand and our subject now has some in liis

possession which he drew from a building in Poult-

ne}' in 18S3, and wliich liad been made by his

t;randfatlier. Scth Gorham resided in the above-

named place for a number of 3'ears and then went

to Whipple Hollow, near Rutland, where he fol-

lowed farming in addition to his trade and resided

until his death. He was a soldier in the Revolu-

tionary War, in which struggle he received a scalp

wound. The maiden name of his wife was Amelia

Dunks, and her decease occurred on the home farm

near Rutland.

Alonzo Gorham was reared a farmer bo}', and

being a natural mechanic, during the winter season

followed various trades. Purchasing land in Pitts-

ford, he lived upon it until 1844, at which time he

came to Illinois and located three miles southwest

of Rockford. The following j^ear he was joined

by his famil}^, and lived on rented property for

three years, when he became the owner of a tract

in Winnebago Township, on which he erected a

frame house, which before its completion was de-

stroyed bj- a cyclone, on the 31st of May, 1851.

Immediately rebuilding the structure, he resided

in it until 1882, and then selling liis farm, went to

California, and made his home with his daughter,

Mrs. Hannah L. AVeldon. Five years later, he re-

turned to this county, and in 1887 came to Rock-

ford, where his decease occurred in May of that

year. The maiden name of his wife was Mercy

Huraphrc}'; she was also born in Rutland, Vt., and

was a daughter of .Joseph Humphrej'. Her decease

occurred on the 8th of August, 1866.

The six children of the parental household were

Hannah, who married the Rev. S. R. Weldon,

and makes her home in Santa Barbara, Cal.; Wal-

lace A., who lives at Spirit Lake, Iowa; Laura J.,

who became Mrs. Col. H. C. Forbes, resides at

Champaign, 111.; Orange R. was the next in order

of birth; Mercy Diana, who is the wife of Dr. H. N.

Caner, of Los Angeles, Cal.; and Charles W., who
lives in Santa Barbara, that State. Col. Forbes led

a part of the army during the Girierson Raid in

Mississippi, going with about one hundred others

on a reconnoitering expedition. They were lost

from the command, and, riding night and day, sud-

denly came upon a huge body of rebels in camp.

It was, of course, expected that tliey would at

once lie surrounded, but the Colonel, adopting a

bfild ruse, raised the white flag, and, galloiiing into

the camp of the rebels, told them he had ronie to

demand their surrender, saj'ing at the same time

that he would withdraw and give them two hours'

time in which to return an answer. He did with-

draw and with his whole command made his

escape.

Orange R. Gorham was a lad of eight years

when he came to this State with his parents. He
received his early education in the district schools

of Winnebago County, which w.as advanced by an

attendance at the Rockford City schools, and the

Cedarville Academy in Stephenson County. Soon

after reaching his majority, he purchased a farm in

Winneliago Township and was engaged in farming

for a number of 3-ears, during which time he

liought and sold several different estates. Upon
the death of his cousin, M. L. Gorham, in 1876, he

managed his estate for fifteen years, at the same

time superintending his own farm. lie continued

his residence in Winnebago Township till 1887,

when he came to Rockford and has since been

identified with the city's interests.

In 1886, he of whom we write became a mem-
ber of the firm of Holland, Ferguson & Company,
makers of abstracts and dealers in loans and real

estate. This connection lasted until 1890, since

which time Mr. Gorham h.as carried on an exten-

sive business on his own account. March 11, 1862,

he was married to Mary JMcDowell, and to them

have been born five children: Frank F., William

L., Charles M., Annie L., and Mary M. Mr. and

Mrs. Gorham are members of the Congregational

Church in Winnebago, and, in politics, our subject

votes the straight Republican ticket. For six or

seven years he served on the County Board of Su-

pervisors, and was appointed Notary Public in

1890. In social matters he is a member of Rock

River Council No. 29, Royal Arcanum.

Mrs. Gorham 's father, the Hon. William JIcDow-

ell, was born in Frederick County, Va., March 27,

1795. He is the son of William McDowell, whose

birth occurred in County Cavan, Ireland, of Scotch

ancestry. Tlie latter-named gentleman was left an
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oi'iihan at an cni'ly au'o, and was reared in the

home (.)f an unrle, witli wlmni he remained until

eomiuii; to America wlien a y<iunt!; man. Joining

his brother .Inlin in Soutii Carolina, the grand-

father of our suliject, soon after coming to America

.

commenced preaching, wiiich profession he fol-

lowed in many different States. He was married

in Carlisle, Pa., to Rachael McClintock, the daugh-

ter of Samuel JMcClintock. The young couple lo-

cated in Savannah, (ia.. where Mr. McDowell was

engaged for a few years in the mercantile business,

whence he removed to Newton, Frederick County',

Va., and for ten years followed that same trade.

About 1K{17, he went to Chillicothe, Ohio, where

he was one of the early settlers, and after a resi-

dence there of two years, removed to a farm eleven

miles northwest of Deer Creek. Later, he returned

to Chillicothe and was eng.aged in the practice of

medicine until his decease, which occurred in No-

vember, 18tl; his good wife preceded him to the

better land in 1831.

When the father of j\lrs. Gorham was two years of

age, his parents went to Chillicothe, where ho at-

tended the pioneer school of Ross County. AVhen

his parents resided on the farm he was a pupil in

the old log schoolhouse, who.--e home-made furni-

ture bore a striking contrast to the convenient .and

comfortable temples of learning of to-day. There

were no nails in the construction of the house,

tiiey being ver^' expensive, as one and oiie-(piarter

bushels of wheat were exchanged for a pound of

nails. Mr. IMcDowell later attended an .academy

at Chillicothe, and when fifteen years of .age be-

gan clerking in a store, and two years later com-

menced the study of medicine, l)Ut was not enabled

to graduate. After his marri.age, he located on his

father's farm in Ross County, which he cultivated

for three years, and then eng.aged in the manufac-

ture of soap and candles in Chillicothe. In 1842,

the father of Mrs. (iorliam started overland to

AVisconsin, but the roads being in a very bad con-

dition, he returned to Cincinnati, where he Itoarded

a vessel, and went by the Ohiii, ]\Iississippi and

Illinois Uivers to Peru, thence liy teams to Green

Country, Wis., lie there pnreh.ased a tr.act «{ laud,

erected a log liouse, and fenced and cultivated his

farm, making it his home for many years. He

later divided the greater part of it among his chil-

dren, and at the [iresent time he and his wife make

their home with Mr. and Mrs. Gorham.

The maiden name of Mrs. Gorham "s mother w.as

Ann Eliza Clingman, and her marriage with Mr.

McDowell occurred .lanuary .5, 1830. She was

born in Portsmouth, Ohio, February 13, 1811, and

is the daughter of George W. and Mary Bright

Clingman, natives, respectively, of Pennsj'lvania

and New .Jersey. They are the parents of four

children: Washington C, Charles, Mary and Annie.

Mr. McDowell cast his first Presidential vote for

Henry Clay, but now votes the Republican ticket.

He served as Town Clerk of Chillicothe and while

in Wisconsin was very prominent in local affairs.

In 1844, he was nominated on the Whig ticket for

the Territorial Senate, but w.as defeated. During

the years 1848 and 1863, he w.as a member of the

Constitutional Convention, and was honored with

the position of County Treasurer in 1863-64. He
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church when eigh-

teen ye.ars of age, and afterward became a Sweden-

borgian in belief, to which faith he still gives

allegiance.

SCAR L. FRKDRIKSEN. It is universally

conceded that the distribution of tood pro-

ducts constitutes the most important factor

in the long list of a city's industries, and such be-

ing the case, the grocer must be accorded the palm

as the most important contributor to the develop-

ment of this f.act, his wares covering almost every

article of daily consumption known to man. This

branch of mercantile activity is admii'ably repre-

sented by the popular and well-appointed establish-

ment of Fredriksen & Anderson, located at No.

411 East State Street, Rockford, where they have

conducted business under the present firm title

since M.ay, 18'.>0. The business is conducted witli

vigor and [>ush, and patrons are .accorded prompt

and courteous .service, while the stock is constantly'

being replenished and kept choice and attr.active.

i\Ir. Fredriksen is anotlier of the many promi-

nent citizens of the county who are of foreign

liirth. and first saw the lightof day in Skorbcs Lan,
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Sweden, October 1, 18C7. In May, 1876, he came

to the United States with his parents, August A.

and Anna (Swensou) Fredriksen, and the family

resided in IMoline, 111., for three years. From

there they moved to Chicago, thence to Woodstock

and, finally, to Rockford, where the jiarents reside

at the present time. The father has followed ag-

ricultural pursuits as a livelihood and by his en-

ergy and industry has been unusually successful.

He and Mrs. Fredriksen are now about fifty-three

years of age and are prominent members of the

Swedish Lutheran Church, in which he is an olficial.

In politics, he atliliates with the Republican party.

Their seven children are all living, as follows:

A. W., a clerk in Rockford; Osear L.; August L., a

farmer al home; Charles S., (leorge, Ililma and

Anna, at iiomc.

Our subject has resided in Rockford for ten years,

and six years of that time he has devoted his atten-

tion to the grocery business. lie was for some time

with O. B. Harding, a successful dealer, and later

a member of the firm of O. W. Ileagg ife Co., re-

maining with the same until the present firm was

established. He is one of the most thorough-going,

wide-awake young business men of Rockford, and

his entire attention is given to his business. His

partner, Mr. Anderson, is also active and enter-

prising and has been a resident of the city for

about twelve years. In religion, Mr. Fredriksen is

a Lutheran and, in ijolitics, a Repul:ilican.

' SAAC TOMS, one of the pioneers of Rockford,

now residing on section 27, Cruilford Town-
ship, Winnebago County, was born in Essex

County, N. J., December 24, 1809. His grandfa-

ther, Lewis Toms, was of English descent, and

spent his last days in New Jersey. There Isaac

Toms, father of our subject, was born and reared,

and learned the trade of a carpenter, which he fol-

lowed in Essex County until his death in 1809, a

few months before the birth of our subject. His

wife bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Hender-

son, and was born in Essex County. Her father,

Robert Henderson, a native of Scotland, was

drafted into the British army during the Revolu-

tionary War, and came to America. He settled in

New Jersey, but afterward removed to Canada,

where he spent his last days. Mrs. Toms resided

in her native State until 181G, when, with her fam-

ily, she removed to Canada, and there [lasscd the

remainder of her life.

We now take up the personal history' of our sub-

ject, who in his youth learned the trade of a car-

penter. After a few years in conn)any with his

brother, he purchased a farm in Canaila, upim

which he resided until 1837, when he cauic to Illi-

nois, lie started on foot with all of his worldly

possessions in a bundle, and the lirst night met a

young man en route for Michigan on a horse.

They traveled together, riding by turns to Branch

County, Mich., whence our subject walked to Rock-

ford, then a collection of a few log cabins.

The surrounding country was all owned by the

Government, and the work of civilization had

hardly been begun. Mr. Toms was first employed

in building a dam across Kent Creek, and in the

spring of 1838, went to Ogle County, where he

was emploj'ed at various labors until 1840, when

he returned to Rockford, and two j-ears later pur-

chased the laud included in his present farm. It

was then a tract of wild prairie, upon which not a

furrow had been turned, or an improvement made,

Init as time has ijassed, it has become one of the

finest farms of the community. The home is a

fine brick residence, in the rear of which are a com-

modious barn and other outbuildings. An orch-

ard has been planted, shade and ornamental trees

have been set out, and the place will compare fav-

orably with an}- farm of AVinnebago County.

In 1865, Mr. Toms was united in marriage to

Martha A. Dodge, a native of Mt. Vernon, N. II.

Her father, Charles Dodge, was born in New Bos-

ton, that State, and was a son of Amma and Lucy
(Fowler) Dodge, who spent their entire lives in the

Granite State. Charles Dodge was reared and mar-

ried in Boston, and after his marriage settled in

Mt. Vernon, where he made his home until 1830.

He then removed to Lowell, Mass., where his death

occurred two j'ears later. He married Alice Mc-
Clary, a native of Windham, N. II. Her father,

John McClary, was born in the North of Ireland,
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of Scotch parentage, and after his marriage spent

his entire life in New Hampshire. lie and liis wife

were Presbyterians, and lie served ,ts Deaeon for

many years. jNIrs. Dodge survived her husband

some time, anil spent the last four years of lier life

in Lexington, her death occurring while on a visit

to her daughter in Slethuen, [Mass.

Mrs. Toms resided in Lowell until 185G, after

which she spent two j^ears in Davenport, Iowa, two

years in St. Louis, Mo., and then resided in Chi-

cago until 1862, when she came to this county.

She is a member of tlie Congregational Church,

and a most estimable lady. Jlr. Toms was first a

Whig, and is now a Rcpuliliean. He voted for

William Henry Ilarriscm, and cast his last vote for

Henjamin Harrison, the illustrious grandson of the

Tippecanoe hero. He is a premiineut and re()re-

sentative farmer vf Guilford Township, and his

portrait on another page is a valuable addition to

the volume.

^ ^-<^s>-? ••• Z^BK^^ *
)!!^ ••• r^-- ^

J)NZO MARKAN, a successful farmer re-

siding on section 11, Flora Township,

Boone County, was born in the town of

Maine, Broome County, N. Y., September

•25, 1821. Tradition sa^'S that the first ancestor of

the family to come to America was Dorman Marean,

who emigrated from Normandy, France, in 1636,

and spent his last years in the Colony of Massachu-

setts. He was followed by AVilliam, Thomas, Sr., and

Thomas, .Ir., the last-named licing the grandfatlier

of our subject. He was liorn in Boston, Mass.,

October 17, 1753, and emigrated to Canaan,

N. Y., whence he removed to Broome County,

in 1776. Purchasing a tract of tiniljer land, lie

hewed out a farm in the midst (if tiie f(ji'est and
made it his liome until his death. His wifi',

Esther Patterson, was born .Ianuar\' 10, 1756, and
spent her last years in Broome County.

The father of our subject, .Tohn Marean, bought

a tract of land in the town of Blaine, upon whicli

he resided until 1836. He married Electa Caswell,

a native of Herkimer County, and a daughter of

Timothy and Blercey (Short) Caswell. In 1836.

he went to Orleans County, accompanied b3' his

wife and three children, and located in the town of

Carlton. Tiie year 181:6 witnessed their emigra-

tion to Boone County, 111., and Mr. Marean made

his home in Belvidere and Flora Townsliips, until

his death in 1861. His wife long survived him,

passing away March 27, 1892, at the advanced age

of nearly ninety years. They had a family of five

children: Alonzo, Sarah, Thomas, Charles and

Ro.xy M.

Our subject spent the first fourteen years of his

life in the county of his nativity and then went

with the family to Orleans County. He resided

with his parents until their death. On the 9th of

February, 1846, he started for Illinois with a team

and wagon and made the entire journey overland,

reaching his destination on the ith of March. For

some j'ears he rented a farm in Belvidere Town-

ship and in those days experienced all the hard-

ships and privations of frontier life. After two

years, he bought a tract of wild land, now included

within his present farm, at $2.50 per acre, and three

years afterward made a purchase of forty acres at

810 per acre. In 1850, he built upon the land and

the farm has been his home continuously since.

He now owns a tract of one hundred and twenty

acres, all of which are under a high state of cultiva-

tion and well improved. Good buildings have

been erected, fruit and shade trees have been set

out and many other improvements made, such as

are found upon a model farm.

On the 1st of October, 1854, Mr. Marean led to

the marriage altar Miss Sttira M. Robinson, a n.a-

tive of Guilford, Me., and a daughter of Eli-

jah and Deborah (Cochran) Robinson, who are

mentioned in the sketch of A. W. Robinson t)n an-

other page of this work. Four children gr.ace their

union: Jennie, now the wife of James E. Munn,

by whom she has one child, Wayne. John E. mar-

ried Elizabeth Rote and they have a daughter,

Minnie. Clara is the wife of S. P. Teeple and the

mother of one child, Glenn. Fred A. completes

the family.

In his political alllliati(.)ns, Mr. Marean is a Re-

publican, but has never sought oHicial preferment.

He is a well-informed man, both politically and

otherwise, and is recognized as one of the substan-

tial and enterprising agriculturists of this commu-
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nity. He may well be termed a self-made man, for

his success in life is entirely due to his own efforts.

He had no capital when he started out for himself,

but his industrj', enterprise and good management

have won him a comfortable competence. In 1881,

our subject met with a serious loss, having two

large barns destroyed by lightning, one 28x40, and

the other 38x50, losing six liead of cows, three

hundred bushels of corn and oats and twenty tuns

of liay.

\f^EV. LAWRENCE A. JOHNSTON is prob-

L^ir' ably the most prominent clergj'man in I he

Iss fl^ cit}' of Rockford, having charge of the First

Lutheran (Swedish) Church in this place.

As a pastor he gets ver}' near to his people, and

has ever sought to develop the highest tj'pe of the

social life of the church. He has made himself the

personal friend of each member C)f his congrega-

tion, sympathizing with them in trouble and joj'ful

with them in their gladness.

He delivered his first sermon here in September,

1886, and has since been devoted to his church,

which has the largest Swedish congregation in this

country. The church necessarily must be very

large, has a seating capacity of two thousand peo-

ple, and is a beautiful edifice, the interior being

Gothic in st3-le. A 83,.500 pipe organ adds still fur-

ther to the beauty and grandeur of this building.

The attendance is about three thousand and the

communicants are now two thousand. When he

first came to this city, there were about eleven hun-

dred members and since then many others have

been added to the church. Mr. Johnston has la-

bored zealously in his ministerial duties and has

interested his coiigregation in church work. They
have a parochial school, which was started in 1890,

and which has a capacity for two hundred students.

This is located on Kishwakee Street, and four

teachers are emplojed in the summer months. This

school does not in any way conflict with the public

schools.

The Rev. Mr. Johnston was originally from

Warren County, Pa., born August 12, 18.5.5, and
he there grew to manhood, receiving his earl}- edu-

cation in a Normal of that State. Later, or in

1874, he entered the Augustaiia College at Paxton,

111., and the next year followed the college to

Rock Island, 111., graduating in 1879. He after-

ward graduated from tlie seminary of the same

place with the Class of '81. He was ordained at

the Synodical meeting liehl at Lindsborg, Kan., in

1881, with Dr. Carlson, formerly of Andover, 111.,

as presiding officer, and his first service as an or-

dained minister was in Des Moines, Iowa, where he

had eight liundred members and six hundred com-

municants.

He began to preach in the spring of lH8l,and

has since lieon an ardent worker fur the cliurch.

He has filled the pulpit at AVicker Park, Chicago;

was assistant as a student under Dr. Carlson, of

Andover, 111.; was one year at Cambridge, 111., and

another year at Attica, Ind. Aside from his col-

legiate education, he received private instruction

in music, and was a teacher for some time while a

resident of Rock Island and Moline, 111.

Our subject came of Swedish parentage, his

father, Frederick .1. Jonson, being a native of Jon-

koping Lan, Smoland Province, Sweden. The

latter learned the trade of a carpenter and me-

chanic, and in Ma}-, 1846, he and a brother, Carl

M., emigrated to the United States. The former

was married at that time but the latter was single.

They resided in Buffalo, N. Y., for two years, and

then Fredrick Johnson (si)elled without the t used

by our subject) commenced working at his trade.

He started out in Buffalo, N, Y., with about twent}--

five cents, but success smiled upon him and he ac-

cumulated considerable property. He is still living,

is seventy-three years of age, and has been smart

and active until recently. His home near Chand-

ler's Valley is a well-known resort for iiis many
warm friends of Warren County. Pa. All his life

he has been a devoted worker for the Swedish

Lutheran Church and has been Deacon for many
years. He is a prominent local politician and has

ever advocated the principles of the Republican

party. He is also deeply interested in educational

affairs, has been a hard student all his life, and is

a self-educated man. He is an able and extensive

writer for local and State Swedish papers, and is a

worthy and esteemed man. His life companion,
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whom he married in Sweden, and whose maiden

name was CharloUe, lias stood by liis side through

all the trials and triliulalit)ns of life, and is a

woman of true Christian spirit. She lust her par-

ents when a small child and was reared b}' her

grandmother.

The Rev. Mr. Johnston was one of six children

born to his parents and two are now at home:

Frank A. and Florence BI. Three are residing in

Jamestown, X. Y.: Frederiea L., Sarah J., and

Manley E. The latter married a Swedish lad}'.

The subject of this sketch was married in Rock

Island, 111., to Miss Anna S. Lindgren, a native of

Wester Gothland, Sweden, born September 16, 1859,

and who came to the United States with her par-

ents, J. P. and Christina Lindgren, when eleven

years of age. The parents settled in the State of

Mississippi, but later came up the Mississippi River

and located nl Rock Island, 111., where they now
make their home. INIr. Lindgren is a mechanic and

he and his wife are still enjoying excellent health.

Both are adherents of the Swedish Lutheran

Church.

Mrs. Johnstcm, wife of our subject, was educated

in the public schools of Rock Island, and was a

musical student for two 3'eais. Two children have

been boi-n to her marriage: Edith E., and Arnold

v., both bright and beautiful children.

PTON D. LROGUNIER, deceased, was for

some years a iironiineut citizen of Rockford.

He was born in Hagerstown, Md., January

22, 1829, and was a son of John and Susan (Cook)

Brognnier. His father was of French <lescent, and

both were of good families. Tliey lived and died

in Hagerstown, the father passing away at the age

of eighty years, while liis wife was calle<l to her

final rest at the age of sevent}'. He was a member
of the German Reformed Church, and she held mem-
bership with the Lutheran Church. In their fam-

ily were nine children, of whom three st)ns and

three daughters are yet living, and aie married.

Under the i)arental roof our >ubject was reared

to manhood, and in his native citv learned the car-

penter's trade, serving an apprenticeship at the age

of sixteen years. When a young man, he came to

Illinois, and in Ogle County engaged in carpenter-

ing until the time of the gold excitement at Pike's

Peak, when he started for that place. On reaching

Missouri, however, he decided to go no further,

an<l in Lexington, that State, spent a few years.

On his return to Illinois, in 1862, he located in

Rockford, and from that time until his death was

a resident of this city. He became a prominent

contractor, and for years carried on a successful

business.

Mr. Brogunier, on the 3d of August, 1865, in

Pine Creek Township, Ogle County, led to the

marriage altar Ann C. jMumma, a native of that

county, born July 10, 1812. Her parents were

Elias A. and Susanna (Miller) Mumma, natives of

W.ashingtou County, Md., where they were reared

and married. After the birth of five of their chil-

dren, they emigrated to Ogle County, 111., locating

in Pine Creek Township, where Mr. Mumma im-

proved and developed a farm, making it his home
until his death, on the 12th of June, 1885. He was

born April 4, 1809. His wife, who was born Feb-

ruary 20, 1809, died on the old homestead.

Ma}- 25, 1869. They were prominent members of

the German Baptist Church, and were worthy and

valued citizens and had a host of friends in Ogle

County, where they were numbered among the

lionored pioneers. The wife of (.)ur subject was

reared on her father's farm and was a true help-

mate and faithful companion to him.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Brogunier were l)orn three

sons: William II., a watch-maker, who for years

was employed in the Rockford Watch Factory, but

now working for the electric light company, mar-

ried Jlinnie Hyer; Harry E. is a skilled mechanic

and painter and Charles F. is an ambitious young

man yet attending the public schools.

The death of Mr. Brogunier occurred at his

home at No. 1009 West State Street, February 12,

1890, when past the age of sixty-one years. He
was a valued citizen, public-spirited and progress-

ive, and a man whose many excellencies of charac-

ter won him the high regard of all with whom he

came in cont.act. In his political altiliations, he w.as

a Republican. Since the death of her husband.
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Mrs. Brogunier has resided at the old home. She

owns some fine property on West State Street. an<l

has a competence amply sullicient to keop her

through lier remaining da^ys. She is a moinlier of

tlie Presbyterian Church and a tiue fhrisliau lady,

who has the warm regard and e^teem of a large

circle of friends and acquaintances in this com-

munity.

RA E. CROWE. A stranger would not lie in

ll Winnebago County long without hearing the

|il, name which stands at the head of this bio-

graphical notice, and he would soon learn tliat it

is the cognomen of a representative citizen of

Durand Township. As a native-born citizen of

the county and one of its most higlily respected

residents, we are pleased to invite the attention of

the reader to his portrait, and the following brief

account of his life career.

Born on Christmas Day, 1845, our subject is the

son of Edward and Mary (Cody) Crow'e, natives

of County Wexfoi'd, Ireland, and born in 1814.

His father learned the trade of a ship carpenter,

which he followed with fair success. In 18:32, he

was married to Mary, the daughter of James and

Mary (Murphy) Cod}'. She was a child of nine

years when she accompanied her uncle, James

Murphy, to Quebec, Canada, where her brothers

James and Robert were living. After their mar-

riiige, the parents of our subject resided in Canada

until 1837, when they removed to the States and

located in Steuben County, N. Y., Mr. Crowe there

aiding in the construction of the New York &
Erie Railroad.

In 1813, Edward Crowe came West to Chicago,

and in the fall of Wie same year proceeded to

Grand Haven, Mich., where he engaged in lumber-

ing during the winter. In the spring of the fol-

lowing year, he went to Milwaukee, Wis., and

shortly afterward located in Winnebago County.

Here he purchased forty acres of unimproved land,

on section 27, Durand Township, and upon that

place made his home until his decease, June 19,

1848. His wife survived him many years, passing

away June, 20, 1885.

18

The parental familj' comprised five children,

namely: John, who was lidrn in (Juebec, March 18,

1835, and resides in Durand Townshi[); IMary,

whose birth occurred in Steul)en County, N. Y., in

1837, and who died in her fourth year; James, who

was born in Steuljen County, and died in infancy;

Robert, who was born in Broome County, N. Y.,

and died in infancy; and Ira E., who was liorn in

Winnebago County. The parents were meiiiliers

of the Roman Catholic Church, .and were u[irighl

and industrious.

Ira E. Crowe was I'cared to farm jiursuits, ie<-ei v-

ing his education in the district scliools, and at

Durand Seminary, lie remained at lioinc until

reaching mature years, when, in 1875, lie was mar-

ried to Mary Ann Ilorigan. The lady was a daugh-

ter of Patrick and Alice (McCurmick) Morigan,

and was born in Westchester County, N. Y., April

13, 1853. Her parents were natives of County

Kilkenny and County Antrim, Ireland, respectively

and in early life came to the United .States, and

were married in New York City, March 28, 1852.

Thej' became the parents of two children: Mrs.

Crowe and Albert, who was born November 25,

1860. They came to Illinois in 1858, and, locating

in HarrisonTownship, this county, the father rented

a tract of land, upon which he resided until 1860.

He then took up his abode on one hundred and

eighty-one acres in Durand Townsliiii, which is his

present place of residence. They are memliers of

the Roman Catholic Church.

After his marri.age, Mr. Crowe located upon his

present property which he had purchased sis years

previously. He is now the possessor of a splendid

estate, numbering four hundred and eighty-one

acres, one hundred and sixtj'-one of which are in-

cluded in the home farm and the remainder located

in Humboldt County, Iowa. Ills family includes

six children: Edward G., liorn .luly 13, 187G;

Mary A., July 1, 1879, died November 9, of Miat

year; John A., born July 8, 1881; Blerton P., Jlay

31, 1885; Anna Belle, October 3, 1886; and Irene,

August 19, 1888, died Ave days later.

Although leaning toward Democratic principles,

our subject is not confined to party lines but votes

for the best man. He has held the jiosition of

School Director for a number of \ears and is also
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occupying a like position in the Durand Farmers'

Mutual Fire Insurance Company. In January,

1865, our suliject enlisted and was mustered into

service in Company G, One Hundred and Fifty-

tliird Illinois Infantry. The company was organ-

ized at Camp Fry, Chicago, and was ordered to

Tullahoma, Tenn., where Mr. Crowe was hospital

clerk, and was serving in that ca})acity at the time

of his discharge, in August, 1865. He is a mem-

ber of Ellis Post No. 320, G. A. R., at Pecatonica.

He is Secretary of the Patrons of Industry of Dur-

and Center, No. 2456, and is also .Secretary of the

Anti-Horse Tiiief Association of Durand. With his

wife, he is a member of the Roman Catholic Cluirch,

and occupies a high position s(X'ially in this com-

munity.

Vt? EWIS NICHOLS, who resides on section 9,

I ((^ Roscoe Township, Winnebago Cc)unty,

j
^^v\ claims New York as the State of his nativity.

He was born in Coventry, Chenango County, Feb-

ruary 7, 1817. His parents, Phineas and Esther

(Gore) Nichols, were both natives of the Green

Mountain State, and immediately after their mar-

riage em igrnted to New York, settling in Chenango

County about 1810. After lifteen years, they sold

their farm and removed to Chautauqua Count3',

where they resided for eleven years, when, again

selling out, they moved to Lake County, Ohio, in

1837. Mr. Nichols purchased an improved farm

and made a pleasant home. The lirst of the family

to come to Illinois was Ira, the eldest son, who
emigrated in the fall of 1837. Our subject and
his father came in the fall of 1838, and the latter

purchased three hundred and twenty acres of laud

two miles east of Belvidere. They then returned

to Ohio, and Lewis came with his sister and brother-

in-law to the claim which had been piu-chased.

It was in 1840 that Mr. Nichols of this sketch

removed to an unimproved farm in Roscoe Town-
ship, which has since been his home. It then com-

prised one hundred and sixty acres but now has an

area double that amount. He has made farming

his life occupation and has succeeded admirably

in that undertaking. The well-tilled fields and

many improvements indicate the thrift and enter-

prise of the owner. His labors have not been with-

out their reward, for he has i)r<)spiMed and is now
numliered among the substantial farmers of the

community.

Mr. Nichols was lirst married in Perry, Ohio, to

Miss Maria .7. Goewc}- and unto them was Ijorn one

son, Daniel P., now farming near the old home-

stead. He was again married, July 15, 1873, his

second union being with Elizabeth Streeter Van-

dercar, widow of Isaac Vandercar. By her first

marriage, she had one child, Elizabeth, now the

wife of Charles Lawrence, of Los Angeles, Cal.

The name of this lady is often attached to able

articles, both poetry and prose, found in the peri-

odicals of the day, and she has sent her mother

many rare and beautiful gifts from that far West-

ern land

Mr. Nichols has served two terms as Township

Assessor and has filled other official positions, ever

discharging his duties in a prompt and efficient

manner. He has ever taken an active interest in

all that pertains to the welfare of the community

and is a public-spirited and progressive citizen,

widely and favorably known in this community,

where he has so long made his home. He has been

an eye-witness of the growth and upbuilding of

the county and has aided greatly in its develop-

ment

i^OBERT II. COTTON. A course of

]l!#*i^^ persevering industry and prudent man-

^ \V
agement on the part of the gentleman

above named has resulted in the accumula-

tion of a competence which has enabled him to re-

tire from the toils of life and spend his declining

years in ease and enjoyment. He was born in

]\Ionongalia County, Va., January 15, 1811, and

is a sfin of James Cotton, a native of New Jersey',

where his father, also named James Cotton, was

born. The great-grandfather of our subject was a

native of Belfast, Ireland, of Scotch ancestry, who
came to America in the early Colonial times, spend-

ing the remainder of his da\'s in New Jersey.
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The grandfather of our subject was a farmer

by occuiiation and, on removing from his native

State, made his home in Mononuulia County,

Va., where he was among the earliest settlers.

There he purchased a tr.act of timber land and in-

dustriously set about clearing and imiiroving his

estate, being accidentally' killed by tlie falling of

a tree in 1806. He was a patriot of the Revolu-

tionary War, serving through all that struggle.

The maiden name of his wife was Achsa Gallo-

way; she was also a native of New .Jersey, and

departed this life while residing on the home farm

in Virginia.

James Cotton, the father of our subject, was

very young when his parents made their home in

Virginia, where he grew to man's estate and mar-

ried. He became the proprietor of a tract of tim-

ber land with a small clearing upon it and a log

house, which was the birthplace of our subject.

He was a hard-working and economical man and

succeeded in accumulating a handsome estate,

upon which he resided until 1822. Then, dispos-

ing of his acreage, he removed to Pennsylvania,

locating in Greene County, where he made his

home until coming to Illinois, at which time he

settled in Henry County; his death occurred at

the home of his son, R. H. Cotton, in 1871.

Jemimah Chalfant, the mother of our suliject,

was born in Monongalia County, Va., and was a

daughter of Solomon Chalfant, whose I)irth oc-

curred in Newcastle, Del. The father was very

young when his |)arents removed to the Old Do-

minion, and when reaching mature 3'ears he

served seven years under Gieu. Washington, par-

ticipating in the battles of Uraudywine, Stony

Point and numerous other prominent engagements.

He spent the winter at Valley Forge, made memor-

able in history for the sufferings which the sol-

diers endured, and had the pleasure of seeing

Cornwallis surrender his sword at Yorktown. His

wife was a Miss Eaton, and he passed his last

years in Monongalia County. Our subject now
has in his possession a $6 note of Continental

money which was paid his grandfather in remu-

neration for his services in the Revolutionary

War. The mother of our subject died in Greene

County, Pa., after having borne her husband

eight children, viz: Elizabeth, Robert H., Achsa.

Eaton, .James, Solomon, David and Lydia.

The original of this sketch was a lad of eleven

years when his pai'ents removed to the Keystone

State. When attaining his sixteenth year, de-

siring to earn money (.)f liis nwn, he conimenrcil

clerking in a general store in Wayncsburg. which

[losition he held about eight years. At the end of

that time, having been very economical, he had

laid by a sum sutHcient to enable him to engage

in business on his own account, and, making his

home in that place, he carried on a successful

trade until 18;39, which was the date of his re-

moval into Washington County. He was then

appointed Superintendent of a general agencj' for

the Jerome Clock Company, and later for Scth

Thiimas, of I'lyuKUith, Conn. He continued as

JNIr. Thomas' representative in Ohio, Indiana,

Kentucky and Illinois, his headquarters being at

Zanesville until 1851, which was the date (.)f his

advent into Rockford. This now prosperous city

was little more than a hamlet at that early day,

there being no railroads nearer than Elgin. Mr.

Ci.itton purchased a farm close to the city, upon

which he resided for two years, when he moved

into the village .and engaged in the real-estate

and mercantile business for six years. In tlie

spring of 1861, at the outbreak of the Civil AVar,

he was appointed Superintendent in the Chief

(Quartermaster's Department, being first stationed

at Rollo, Mo. From that place he was sent to Ft.

Donclson, arriving there the day the fort sur-

rendered. Later, he went to Shiloh, being there

at the time of that famous battle. He was sta-

tioned at different places and continued in the

service of his country until February, 1866. Re-

turning to the peaceful pursuits of life, Mr. Cot-

ton opened a boarding and sale stable in Chicago,

in which line of business he continued until 1871,

since which time he has lived retired from active

life.

. The first marriage of our subject occurred in

Gireene County, Pa., June 24, 1834, at which time

Miss Margaret Hager became his wife. Mrs. Cot-

ton was born in Washington, Pa., and was the

daughter of Nicholas and Charlotte (Drake) Ha-

ger, natives, respectively, of I'ennsylvauia and
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New Jersey. Ilis good wife departetl this life in

September, 1878, and our subject w.is united, in

March, 1883, to Mrs. Harriet (Trowbridge) Piatt,

wlio was l)Orn in New Haven, Conn., and was a

daughter of Eli and Lue (Lines) Trowbridge. The

parents of Mrs. Cotton were natives of the Nut-

meg State, where tlicy spent their entire lives.

Previous to her union with our SLil)jeet she lia<l

been married to .John Piatt, a native of Connecti-

cut, who came to Illinois in lS.'5(i, and for one

year resided in Alton, after which he came to

Rockford. ISIr. Piatt i)urchased land in the city,

where he erected a small board house and engaged

in the mercantile business, being one of the first

merchants of the then village. He continued so

emploj'ed for two years, then became the owner

of a tract of land a few miles from Pecatonica,

where he erected a log house and for six or seven

years was engaged in cultivating the soil. At the

expiration of that time, he disposed of his proj)-

erty and returned to Rockford, where he was a

public-spirited and progressive citizen until his

death, in 1881.

Jlr. Cotton of this sketch by his lirst marriage

became the fatlnu- tif live children, viz: James

A., who is a resident of Rockford; Lizzie, Mrs,

William LJrittan, died in the year 1858, leav-

ing one child, named Lizzie, who is the wife of

William F. Woodruff; Christian E. resides in Co-

lumljus, Ohio; Nicholas is deceased; and Gilbert

P., who is a graduate of West Point, is Captain

of Batter.y H, First Artillery in the United States

Regular Army. He has recently been appointed

Commissioner by the Government to go to Hon-
duras in the interests of the World's Fair.

Mrs. Cotton stands very high in church circles,

being one of the charter members of the Second

Congregational Church at Rockford. Our worthy

subject became a member of the Masonic frater-

nity while residing in Ohio, and was a charter

member of Cyprus Encampment, organized at

Zanesville, Ohio, in 1848, of which organization

he was elected Captain General. At the time of

leaving the Buckeye State, he occupied the hon-

orable position of Grand Generalissimo for the

State. Tn iiolitics, he was in early life a Whig
and w.as a delegate to the Pittsliurg C'onveiition

1

in 1836, that nominated William Henry Harrison.

He has voted for the following Presidents: Henry

Clay, William Henry Harrison, Winfleld Scott,

John C. Fremont, Abraham Lincoln, U. S. Grant,

R. 1). Hayes, James A. (iarlield. James G. Blaine

and Benjamin Harrison. When Mr. Cotton shall

have passed away to enjoy the recompense due

his long and useful life, his memory will still live

and his honorable and successful career will stand

forth as a fitting example of what can be done by

earnest and constant effort.

^\
ATRICK H. WALSH, an extensive dealer

in thiur, feed, hay, straw, wood, etc., is lo-

cated at No. 404 West Elm Street, Rock-

ford, where he has been conducting a suc-

cessful business since 1888. Since 1854, when he

cast in his lot with the citizens of this enterprising

place, he has been closely connected with its best

interests and has made it his home, with the ex-

ception of three j'ears during which he was in the

service of the LTnion, and one year spent in Chicago.

He established the business in 1885, although prior

to that time he had been occupied along that line

of work for fourteen years.

The father of our subject, Patrick AValsh, was

born in County Mayo, Ireland, and grew to man's

estate in the Emerald Isle, where he was united in

marriage with Miss Ann Boyle. After the birth

of one child, they came to America in the '30s,

the voyage being made in a sailing-vessel from

Liverpool to New York City. Some years later,

they made settlement in the Province of Ontario,

Canada, whence two years afterward they returned

to the States and resided in Pennsylvania for a

time, going from there to the State of New York.

The father first followed the calling of a farmer

and then worked on the York & Erie Railroad, his

first home being in La Grange and later abode in

Buffalo.

In 1854, removal was made from the Empire

State via the Lakes to Chicago and from there to

Scales Mound, 111., whence two jears afterward the

iamily removed to Rockford. There the father

died, .Ian uary 23, 18'.) 1, at the advanced age of
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eighty-four years. Some four years before his de-

mise, his wife had departed this life at the age of

sixty-five years. They were members of the Ciith-

olic Church and he was a Democrat in his politi-

cal belief. During the residence of the family in

Canada, the subject of our sketch was born, Nov-

ember 26, 1845. He removed with his parents to

tbe States and was a small child when he accom-

panied them to Rockford, where he has since made

his home.

April 12, 1862, ovu' subject enlisted as a member

of Company K, Sixty-flftli Illinois Infantry, and

with his regiment marched to the front. After the

capture of the Union forces at Harper's Ferry, he

was parollcd, and came to Chicago, where he was

later exclianged and began service under Gen.

Burnside in Kentuck3^ After trying to keep Mor-

gan from making his raid into Indiana and Ohio,

he accompanied liis regiment across tbe Cumljer-

land Mountains and came in contact with the Re-

bels at Kuoxville, Tenn. After participating in

several skirmishes, the companj' veteranized and

later joined Slierman in his Atlanta campaign at

Kingston, Ga., aiding him in the great battle at

Atlanta and afterw.ard assisting Gen. Tiiomas in

the defense of Nashville. They fought Gen. Hood
at Columbus, Tenn., and Franklin, as well as at

Nashville, participating in the capture of Ft. Fisher,

Wilmington, Goldboro and Raleigh. In May, 1865,

they were honorablj' mustered out, after a service

of more than three j-ears.

After the close of the war, Mr. Walsh at once

resumed his business pursuits, in which he has met

with success. He is a resident of the Fifth Ward
and has taken an active part in local politics, be-

ing a stanch Republican, although he never allows

his adherence to part}- to blind him to the best

interests of the community. Sociall}', he is a mem-
ber of G. L. Nevins Post No. 1, G. A. R.

The lady who became the wife of our subject

was Miss Mary Linch, and was born in England in

1843. After the death of her father there, she

emigrated to this country in 1862 and settled with

her mother in Rockford. Mr. and Mrs. Walsh are

the parents of ten children, three of whom are de-

ceased: an infant. May and Violet. Margaret be-

came tbe wife of Tlionias Nooman and resides in

Rockford; J. F. assists his father in his store; H.

L. is also at home and clerks for his father; Walter

I., Maude, Garland, and Nora are receiving splen-

did educations in the schools of Rockford and are

bright and intelligent young people. The religi-

ous home of the family is in the Catholic Church

and their position in social circles is prominent.

-^- '=^ir^

<| l»,ILLIAM MAYES. This gentloman ranks

\/\j/l
among the enterprising and well-to-do citi-

wW zcns of Rockford, where he owns a pleas-

ant home. He was born in Mifllin County, Pa.,

December 10, 1815, but grew to manhood in Perry

Count}-. His father, James Mayes, died some

months before the birth of our subject, leaving his

wife five children. The maiden name of his mother

w.as Rebecca Latta, a native of Adams County, Pa.

She died in 1839 in Miami County, Ohio, whitlier

the family had removed in 1834.

The original of tliis sketch was given a good ed-

ucation, and when nineteen years of age engaged

as a tanner and currier in company witli two

brothers who were well established in that line of

business. He was thus engaged for nine 3-e.ars,

when he abandoned that occupation and became a

farmer. Mr. Mayes was united in marri.age in 1838,

at Piqua, Ohio, to Margaret Elliott. The lady was

born in Perry County, Pa., in April, 1817, and

soon after her marriage with our subject located

on a farm in the Buckeye State, where they resided

until 1856. Selling out. Mr. Maj-es came to Win-

nebago Countj-, and became the proprietor of one

hundred and sixty acres located five and one-half

miles north of Rockford, w-liich was known as the

Wooler}' Farm. Ileimmediately set about the work

of further improving the place and paid 825 for a

plow. There Mr. and Mrs. Mayes lived for a pe-

riod of twentj'-two years. The lady was the daugh-

ter of Charles and Jane (Mitchell) Elliott, natives

of Pennsylvania, who went to Ohio in an early

da3'.

The following children were born unto our

subject and his wife: Mary Jane, who died in

Owen Township in June, 1856, when seventeen

years of age; Charles William in March, 1862, when
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three and a half years ohi; .Tames O. died at Man-

chester, Iowa, on the I'.ltli tif January, 1«87, aged

forty j'ears, heaving a wife and Ave chihlren; Re-

becca, now Mrs. .John W. Parker, resides near

Charles City, Iowa; Frances D. lives at home with

her parents: Charles William was taken with the

scarlet fever when tlie snow was so dee]! and the

weather so intensely cold that tliey could not get

medical aid. and he died within a few days; .tames

was a volunteer from Rockford in Comjianv I,

Eleventli Illinois Cavalry, enlisting near the close

of the war, when not eighteen years of age. Mrs.

Ma^es departed this life March 17, 1892.

He of whom we write has been Deacon in the

First Pi'csbyterian Church, and also Elder of that

denomination, for many years, with which society

ills wife was also connected. Mr. Mayes, in 1872,

purchased eight lots on Rockton Avenue, equal to

two acres, for 11,500. He has since sold all but

one, on which he erected a good home in 1879, re-

ceiving by the transaction more than twice what

the property cost. He has been very prominent in

local affairs, and served as Assessor of Owen Town-

ship, School Trustee and Commissioner of High-

ways for man J'
years. Formerly a Republican, he

now votes the Prohibition ticket.

^i:ORGE S. HASKELL, deceased, w.as not

only a [irominent resident of Rockford and

Winnebago County, but was widel}' known
throughout Illinois, and was held in the highest

regard by all. He was a native of this city, born

in 1838. Three years previous, his father. Dr.

Haskell, had come to Rockford and liere spent an

active and useful life, dying in 1871, at the age of

seventy-four years. He was born in Maine, edu-

cated at Dartmouth College, and was one of the

prominent residents of this cit\' for 3'ears. Of the

First Baptist Church he was one of the founders

and at his death it lost one of its best members
and the county one of its most valued citizens. In

Massachusetts, he married Miss Eunice Prescott

Edwards, of the Bay State, a descendant of the old

Massachusetts family of P^dwards. She now resides

with her daughtei-, Mrs. Henry Kimliall, of Rock-

ford, and although eighty-eight years of age is still

bright and active. For some years, she has been a

member of the Christian Union Church.

Our subject acquired his early education in the

schools of his Tiative city, and afterward was a

student in the State I'niversity of Michigan in

Ann Ari:)or. Later, he was a resident of that State

for five years, during which time he had charge of

his father's large fruit farm in the township of

Bedford, five miles from Battle Creek. When this

was sold, he returned to Rockford in the fall of

1864, and soon afterward established a retail seed

house, his business increasing until it assumed ex-

tensive proportions. At length, however, financial

reverses overtook him and, unable to carry on busi-

ness alone, the George S. ILiskell Seed Company
was incorporated. He was made President and

Manager, continuing as such until his death. He
was one of the best known seed men in the coun-

try. He imported largely from European coun-

tries, particularly (Tcrmany and France, and did an

extensive wholesale business. He did a large busi-

ness in California, where he became well known as

a seed-grower and dealer and contractor. For

some years, he had a propagating and testing seed

farm in Rockford, and so fast did his business in-

crease that he became known throughout the coun-

try as a leading horticulturist and agriculturist.

For some years, he was president of the State Board

of Agriculture, his term of service expiring in

January prior to his death.

Mr. Haskell took a very iirominent part in local

affairs, w.as Treasurer and Secretary of the County

Board of Agriculture for several 3'ears ami was

long connected with the National Board of Seed

Men, being one of its official members for j'cars.

He met with them at many annual conventions

and his opinions were received as authority in most

cases.

In 1859, in Bedford, Mich., Mr. Haskell was uni-

ted in marri.age with Miss Lydia E. Howell, who

was born near Lansing, Mich., in 1843, and was

educated in Battle Creek, and at a yotmg ladies'

seminary in Kalamazoo. She is a cultured lady, a

prominent member of the leading societies of the

city and a member of the Congreg.ational Church.

Unto Mr. and Airs. Haskell were born two children:
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George Edwards, who was a graduate of the Rock-

ford High School, and a most promising young

man, had just begun to lielp liis father in business,

when in 1879 liis deatli occurred at the age of

nineteen years. Mark Tracy died in 1882, also at

the age of nineteen years. He had never had ver}-

robust health but his loss was no less a blow to his

parents, who were thus deprived of their two sons.

In politics, IVfr. Haskell took quite a prominent

part as a stanch Republican and often attended the

State and national conventions. For years, he

served as Citj- Alderman from the Fourth Ward.

He was a leading Knight Templar, a prominent

worker in the order and was the founder of the

Crusader Commandcry, of Rockford, one of the

best societies in Northern Illinois. Although not

a member of a church, he lived an upright, honor-

able life, true to every trust, and had the confidence

of all. He was a public-spirited m.an in the l)est

sense of that word and ever ready to aid in the

advancement of enterprises calculated to promote

the general welfare. For nearly a year before his

death, he suffered from an attack of la grippe until

death brought release on the 12th of August, 1890.

He was buried with all Masonic honors and the

State Agricultural Board as a whole also attended

his funeral. A man of worth had passed away

and many friends shared with the family in their

deep loss. Mrs. Haskell still resides at her pleasant

and elegant home at No. 802 North Court Street,

which was built by her husband in 1884. Siie is a

most estimable lady and has the high regard of all

with whom she has been brought in contact.

-•!— ^>-^^<^m i—

' UGU8T LIND. In Rockford are man}- im-

(.(^//jII portant manufactories, and among these

should lie mentioned that under the con-

trol of the Rockford Manufacturing Com-
pany, of which our subject is Secretary and Man-
ager. This company was incorporated in Septem-

ber, 1889, with a capital stock of ^200,000, and
began business early in the following year. They
furnish employment to from seventy-five to one

hundred and twenty-five men, many of whom are

stockholders in the comjiany. The products of

this factory are farming implements, among the

most important of which is the well-known Farm
King Plow and the Imperial Coin Planter. On
tlie organization of the company, the following

officers were elected and still hold their respective

positions: .J. A. Johnson, President; L. M. Noting,

Vice-President; August Lind, Secretary and Man-
ager; A. P. Floberg, Treasurer; and .T. Herva .Jones,

Superintendent.

Mr. Lind was liorn in Sweden on the 28th of

.luly, 1851, and is a yon of Andrew and Katie

Lind. In 186(J, the parents determined to come

with their family to America, and the 4th of May
saw them carry out their resolution, for on that

day they embarked at Gottenburg and sailing by

way of Hull and Liverpool, England, at length ar-

rived in New York, l)Ut in that harbor the vessel

was quarantined, as there were many cases of

cholera on board. For seven weeks they were

held there, and during that time the father sickened

and died, being one of aliout one hundred and

fiftj' out of the seven hundred on lioard who fell

victims to that dread disease. He was buried on

the shore of the Atlantic. His death occurred at

the age of forty-nine years. When the quarantine

was raised from the vessel, the mother with her

two children landed and at length came to Rock-

ford, but she is now living near Ft. Dodge, Iowa.

She was born in December, 1818. Like her hus-

band, she was a member of the Lutheran Church

and is an estimable lady.

Our subject was only eleven years of age when

he came to this country and owing to the death

of his father has since been dependent upon his

own resources. In his j'outh, he learned the

moulder's trade, which he followed for some time,

when be engaged in the hardware business for

three years, and for two years was in the retail

coal business, when he accepted the position which

he now holds.

An important event in the life of Mr. Lind oc-

curred in this city—his marriage with Miss Augusta

Anderson, one of Rockford 's fair daughters, born

on the 25th of November, 1855. Her father, John

Anderson, was born, reared and married in Sweden,

became a shoemaker by trade, and throughout his

life has followed that occupation. He now makes
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his home in this city .'it the afje of seventy-tliroe

years. His wife wns tvilk'd to licr liiial rest stnne

years ago. He belongs to the Swedish Lutheran

Chiircli. iMrs. Lind spent tlie days of her maiden-

hood under tlie parental roof, remaining at home

until she gave her liand in marriage to our sub-

ject. Their union has been blessed with four chil-

dren but Alice died at the age of live years. The

living are Emily C Uaymond and INIary O.

Mr. and Mrs. Lind hold membership with the

First Lutheran Church, of whicli he is Secretary

of the Board of Trustees. In politics, he is a Ke-

publican, luit has never been an olHce-seeker. He

is one of the Directors of the Public Library, .and

is a pnblic-siiirited and progressive citizen, who

takes an active interest in all that pertains to the

welfare of the community and its uiiluiilding.

J<:LS G. STOCKENBERG owns and operates

a good farm on secticni 11, New Milford

Township, upon wliich he has made his

home for fourteen years, although he has resided

in Winnebago County since coming to tliis coun-

try in 1868. He was born in the I'rovince of

Smoland, Sweden, November 8, 182G, and was

reared in that country, where his parents spent

their entire lives. His father, John Stockenberg,

was a farmer, and died at the age of forty-four

years, when his son was a lad of fifteen. The fol-

lowing year our suljject enlisted in the regular

arm3', and served some sixteen years as a brave

and faithful private soldier.

In his native province, Mr. Stockenberg was

united in marriage with Miss Helen Olsen, who

was burn and reared in the same locality as her

husband. Her imrents also spent their entire lives

In their native land. i)assing away when about the

age of seventy-seven years. They were members

of the Lutheran Church. Tlie young couple began

domestic life upon a farm in their native laud,

but at the same time Mr. Stockenberg served in

the army during most of the 3'ear. All of their

children were born in Sweden, and in Maj', 1868,

with their family they emigrated to America, cross-

ing" the Atlantic in the steamer " C'ity of Paris,"

which droi>|)ed anchor in the harbor of New York,

and from thence tliey came at once to Rockford.

Mr. Stockenberg had two sisters already living in

this country: Mrs. Jonas Anderson, of Rockford,

and Christina, who is now living in C'hicago. His

wife, however, is the only member of her family

that has ever sought a home in the New World.

Five children have been born imto our subject

and his wife, one son and four daughters: Mary,

wife of John Olson, whose sketch is presented on

another page of this work; John and Emma at

home; Anna, wife of C. A. Lindliladc, whose his-

tory is also given in tins work, and Tilda, wife of

Alfred Alner. This family is well and favorably

knowni throughout the comm unity, where they have

resided for many years, and where they have a large

circle of friends and acquaintances. In politics,

Mr. Stockenberg is a Republican, having supported

that party since he became an American citizen.

The farm which he operates comprises seventy-

seven acres of good land under a high state of cul-

tivation and well improved, its neat appearance

giving evidence of the thrift and enterprise of the

owner. He engages in general farming, and the

success which has crowned his efforts is well de-

served. He has had no occasion to regret his emi-

gration to this country, for be has here met with

prosperity and found a pleasant home.

<| 1^ B. LOUCKS established business in Rock-

Vw ^"^''^^ '" February, 1891, with A. F. Tyler,

V^^S' as dealers in flour, feed, hay, straw, etc.

He had been connected with Mr. Shick in the flour

and feed trade for ten years and thus learned the

business, with which he is now thoroughly famil-

iar. He came to Rockford in jMay, 1880, from St.

Lawrence County, N. Y. His birth, however, oc-

curred in the Province of Ontario, Canada, in

1862. He was one of seven children bcnn unto

Nelson and Catherine (Utman) Loucks. His

father was born in Canada, of Canadian parentage

and German ancestry, and after attaining mature

years wedded Miss Utman, a native of the Empire

State, born in INIorley, St. Lawrence County, where
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slie was reared and educated. Thej' were married,

however, in llie Province of Ontario, wliere tliey

resided for some time, removing to New York

when our subject was a lad of six sumniors. Five

years later, the death of Jlr. Loui-ks (leeiured at

his home in St. Lawrence C'tmntv. Ilis wife is

still living' and makes her home in Koekford. She

is now about sixty years of age, l.)ut hei' years rest

lightly upon her and she is yet enjoying excellent

health. With the Methodist Church she holds

membership and is a no)ile Christian lady who

has the love and esteem of all who know her.

As before stated, the family numbers seven chil-

dren. Two brothers, George I. and J. E., are now

residents of California, the former residiiig ui)on

a ranch, the latter engaging in railroading; our

subject is the next in order of liirth; .Icnnie,

Charles and Bert, all reside with their motjier.

Mr. Loucks of this sketch also makes his home

with his mother. lie is a wide-awake and enter-

prising young man, possessed of good business

ability,and in his business venture is meeting with

a well-deserved prosperity. His trade will no

doubt rapidly increase, for he is ambitious and en-

ergetic, which qualities are always sure to win suc-

cess. In politics, he is a warm supporter of

Republican principles, but has never been an otlice-

sceker. Mr. Loucks is both widely and favorably

known in this coram unit}^, has already won a good

place in the ranks of business men and well de-

serves representation amf)ng Koekford 's best citi-

zens.

-. "'"SI<T^^^ ~(S

j^i BEL CHASE GLEASON, a well-known and

(.@£j]i representative farmer of Guilford Town-

ship, AVinnebago County, living on section

25, w.as born in the town of Rowe, Frank-

lin County, Mass., October 9, 1812. His grand-

parents, .Jonas and Lucy (Harwood) Gleason, were

among the earl}' settlers of the town of Rowe,

where the grandfather spent his last daj's. The

grandmother died in Williamstown, Berkshire

County, Mass.

Jesse Gleason, father of our subject, commenced

to teach in his early manliood and followed that

profession for a numiier of years. In 1820, he re-

moved to Bennington County, Vt., wlicre he en-

gaged in farming and teaching, and there made

his home until 18."i7, which year witnessed his ar-

rival in Illinois. He spent his last days with our

subject, and died yi.xy 21. 18 11. His wife, wlu>

bore the maiden name of Mary Cliase, was born in

Massachusetts, and was a daughter of David and

Judah Chase, and a granddaughter of Abel Chase.

Her death occurred December 12, 18G8. Slie reared

nine children: Moses William, Mary, .Tessc A.,

Eliza, Samuel W., .Juliet, Caroline and l4ihraim

Curtis. Mary is living in Jlarengo, 111.; Kphi'aim

C. is in Chicago; and .luliet resides with our sub-

ject on the home farm. They are the only ones

now living.

Abel C. Gleason was a lad of eight summers

when with his parents he removed to Vermont. He
was educated in Powell, that State, and in Williams-

town, Mass., and resided with his parents until

1832, when he went to South Ad.ams, Mass. There

he was employed on a farm until 183;"), when he

started for Illinois. At that time Chicago was a

small village, and all of the land in that vicinity

was owned by the (Jovernment. He made a claim

to a tract of Government land, where Warrenville,

Du Page County, now stands.

In September of the above-mentioned year. i\Ir.

Gleason paid his first visit to AVinnebago County,

which was then unorganized and attached to Jo

Daviess County for judicial purposes. He came

here for the purpose of assisting and building a

sawmill in what is now Belvidere Township, Boone

County, and, in the spring of 1836, made a claim,

now included in his present farm. The same yeai',

in company with his brother Moses William, he

built a blacksmith shop at Ncwburg, the first at

that place and one of the lirst in the county, and

he there also built a home which he made his place

of residence until 18-10. The brothers were asso-

ciated in the ownership and improvement of the

farm until the death of Moses. They bore all the

hardships and privations of pioneer life, and our

subject has been an eye-witness of the entire growth

of AVinnebago County. He has I'esidcd upon his

present farm for more than half a century, secur-

ing it before the land was surveyed.

In connection with this sketch will be noticed a
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portrait of j\lr. Glefison. He is recognizod as a

sell'-nifide man, wlio from an huinblo i)ositiuii has

worked his way upward to one of affluence and

has now a liandsonie competence, and one of tlie

(inest farms in the community. lie is respected

for ills sterlinu' worth ami is held in higli regard

liy all with wliom he has been brought in contact.

In pdlitics, he is a I?epublican, and has served as a

mcmlier of the County Board of Supervisors. He
and his sister .Juliet still reside on the old farm

wiiit-h has so hmi;' been his home.

NDI?EW J. ANDERSON. In the new
jewelry store of Mr. Anderson, opened to

II the public in December, 1891, we find the

f^ most important and praiseworthy addi-

tions to the conveniences for trading in this city.

Its foundation may be said to mark a new era of

enterprise in retail trade, and its meritorious ex-

ample will be an inducement for others to follow,

in the direction of the adventuresome and intelli-

gent spirit displayed herein, and which is the root

of all successful advance.

Mr. Anderson has been a resident of the United

States since the age of five years, and was a resi-

dent of Elgin, 111., for some time, learning the

trade of a watchmaker in that city when a j'oung

boy. Since then he has given his entire time and
attention to that Itusiness. He came to Rockford in

1876 and for many years was in the emploj' of the

Rockford Watch Company, being foreman of tiie

motion department for about ten years. He is a

very skillful workman and thoroughly understands

his business. He is a stockholder in the Druggists'

Unicm Comjiany of Rockford.

He was originally from Sweden, born Feliruary

17, 1849, and came from Goltenburg to Boston

with his parents Ave years later. The parents set-

tled on a good farm six miles west of Elgin, and

there they live retired from the active duties of

life, with their son, Charles .7., who now owns the

farm. The father, .John Anderson, was seventy-

one years of age in .January, 1892, and the mother,

whose maiden name was Anna Anderson, was

seventy-one years of age in the same month.

They are members of the Swedish Lutheran

Church, Mr. Anderson having been olficially con-

nected with the same for man}' j'ears. They are

good,(iuiet, old people and are highly esteemed in

the communit}^ Seven children were born to their

union; five are living and all are married.

The subject of this notice was the eldest of the

above-mentioned children. He was married in

Rockford to Miss Alexandra G. Matson, who was

born in Rockford on the 21st of April, 1864, and

who was reared and educated in the city schools.

Her parents were both natives of Sweden, and the

father, Benjamin Matson, who came to this coun-

try when a young man, is yet living in Rockford

and is now fifty-five j'cars of age. He was a turner

by trade. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson are membei-s of

the First Lutheran Church of the city, and are the

parents of three interesting children: Ethel A.,

Rosa L. and Emmcrt .T.

ARL r. HAEGG. Among the many enter-

prises necessary to complete the commercial

resources of a town or city, none is of more

importance than that of the grocer, .as being one

of the main factors in the furnishing of our food

supplies. Fi'ominent in this trade is the establish-

ment of Ilaegg ifeLynn, located at No. 706 Seventh

Street, where the firm does a flourishing business

and carries a full line of staple and fancy grocer-

ies. IMessrs. Ilaegg & Jjj'iin are young, energetic

and enterprising business men, full of push and

perseverance that secure success in whatever is

undertaken. Mr. Haegg has had practical experi-

ence in this line and was formerly a member of the

grocery flrin of Haegg Bros., which had an exist-

ence of seven jx'ars.

Our subject was born in Sweden, on the I'JtIi of

May, 1860, and received a good practical education

in his native country. He came to the United

States in 1881, and is the youngest of three broth-

ers, now residents of Rockford. He has been

prominently identified with the business interests

of the city since his residence here and has been

unusualh' successful.
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He was married ia Rockford to Miss Emily So-

derstrom, a native of Sweden, born in Oster Goth-

land, Septemlioi- 2t, 1862, and to them were born

three children: Edna, who died young; Martha and

Ilattic. Mrs. IIae!>g passed her youth and early

womanhood in the land of her birth and there se-

cured a fair education. She was three years of

age when her mother died and llfteen when her

father passed away. Afterward she came alone to

the States, following two brothers wlio are nnw in

the lumber business in Arkansas. Mr. and Mrs.

Haegg affiliate with the Zion Lutheran Church, and,

in politics, he is a warm sujiporter of the Republi-

can party.

-^^

A rtUAAAU L. lURR is now living a retired

\r\/// life at his palatial residence situated on

V^y^ the corner of Winnebago and Chestnut

Streets, Rockford. The life record of this worthy

gentleman is as follows: He was born in 1831, on

his father's farm in Mohickan Township, Wayne
County, now Ashland County, Ohio, and is a son

of James Burr, a native of Vermont. His grand-

father, Asel Burr, was also a native of that State,

in which he spent his entire life, a farmer and mil-

ler living near Burr's Pond, which still bears his

name. James Burr grew to manhood upon the

farm and served his country during the latter part

of the War of 1812. He married Miss Polly

Smith, who was also born and reared in the

Green Mountain State. Her parents were na-

tives of New England, and at an early day emi-

grated to Ohio, locating on a farm in Wayne
County. After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Burr

also became residents of Wayne County, and

spent the remainder of their lives upon a farm in

that locality. They were quiet, unassuming people,

highly respected by all who knew them. Mr. Burr

died at the age of eighty-four years and his wife

was called to her final rest when sixtj^-eight years

of age. In their family were three sons and three

daughters who are yet living, the sisters being res-

idents of Iowa, while the brothers of Mr. Burr

make their homes in Wisconsin.

When a 3'oung man of seventeen years, our suli-

jeet started out in life for himself and sought the

West as the scene of his future laliors. lie ln)ar(U'd

astearnerat Cleveland, Ohio, liouiid foi- Milwaukee,

the last vessel to make the trip during tli:U season.

They encountered very severe weather and Imrcly

escaped destruction. Capt. Apploliec, who was in

command and had been in charge of the vessel

for twenty years, remarked that he had never

known such a storm, luit at length the dangers

were passed and harbor was reached in safety. Mr.

Burr began learning the jeweler's trade, at which

he worked in INIilwaukee, Waukegan and Chicago.

He was also a resident of Beaver Dam, Wis., for

twelve j^ears, engaging in the jewelry business at

that place, after which he removed to Winona,

Minn., where the succeeding twenty-one years

of his life were passed. He spent eight years

in that city as a jeweler, doing a good business,

and then removing to a farm near by, he devoted

his energies to agricultural pursuits for some time.

By the exercise of good business principles, indus-

try, perseverance .and good management, he suc-

ceeded in acquiring a handsome competence, and

at length determined to live a retired life, so, se-

curing a home in Rockford, he came to this city in

1888, and for the past four years has lived at his

pleasant home on Winnebago Street.

The lady who bears the name of Mrs. Burr was

in her maidenhood Miss Lusetta I. McClure. and

was born and reared in Wooster, Wayne Count\-,

Ohio, where her m.arriage was celebrated. Her

parents there resided for man 3^ j'ears and her

mother still makes her home in Wooster. The

father, Jonathan McClurc, died at the age of sixty

years. He was a hardware merchant.

Unto Mr. and IMrs. Burr have been born ten

children: W. J., the eldest, is a member of the firm

of Burr Brothers, the most extensive and success-

ful grocery men of Rockford, located at No. 121

South Main Street and No. 405 East State Street.

He married Helen Wells, of Rockford. Mary G. is

the wife of Theodore Baker, a furniture dealer of

Winona, Minn.; Charles D., who married Grace

Swits, is a member of the firm of Burr Brothers;

Frank R. is also connected with that firm; Mattie

F. is at home; Edwin L. and Addison jNI. are both

salesmen in their l)rothers' store; Fred is now
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book-keeper for lUur Urnilicrs: l>co Il.niul .loiinic

M. are still under the [i.-irenlal mof. .Airs. lUirr

and her children are nieniliers of the Second Vvn-

gregational Church of liockford. Mr. Burr is a

Repubhcan, as are all of his sons who have attained

to man's estate. As Iiefore stated, he is living a

retired life, and is regarded as one of the leading

citizens of Rockford, and the respect of the entire

coinniunitv is tendered liini.

.i^OLOMON WIIEKLER. one of the early

^^^ settlers of Winnebago County, now living

l\ltl<3l)
I'^t'''^''' '" 1''^ pleasant liome in Rockford.

was liorn in -lay, Essex County, N. Y., Eeli-

ruarv 2.s, 180G. IIis fatlier, David Wheeler, was

born in Xevv England, August 22, 17S;5, and was

one of the early settlers of Essex County. lie

purch.ased a farm in the town of Jay and resided

there until IHl"), when he sold and removed to

Cortland. This was before there wei'e any rail-

roads or canals in the United States, and the

removal was conse(picntly made with teams. After

a residence of two years in Cortland, he removed

to Tompkins County, whrrc ho died .Inly 2,3, 1824.

He was niarrie<l, Se|i!,eniber 20, 1803, to Eunice

Stewart; she was horn August 31, 17811, and came

to Illinois with Ikm' son, our subjecl, in 181(), and

departed this life at his home .January 12, 18(12.

The fu-iginal of this sketch was aliout eleven

years old when his parents removed to Tompkins
County, and when very young he began to earn

his own living, receiving as his first wages $5 per

month. When the Erie Canal was completed, he

bought boats and engaged in freighting between

Ithaca and Albany, in which business he continued

until 1836, when he farme<l for ten years in Yates

Count}^ when he sold and came to Illinois, via the

Erie Canal to Buffalo, where he embarked on a

steamer for Chicago, and thence by team to Winne-
bago County. He had visited his brother in this

county the previous year and at that time bought
four hundred and eighty acres of land located in

what is now Ouilford Township. There was a large

barn on the place and a brick house in process of

construction at the time it came into his possession.

lie at once commenced to make further improve-

ments on the place, and as there were no railroads

in the vicinity for a number of years, like other

farmers he was obliged to haul his farm products

to Chicago to market, the round trip consuming

five or six days. Solomon Wheeler purchased

other land until his estate included six hundred

broad acres, lie resided there until 1856, when he

disposed of his tract and came to Rockford to en-

gage in the lumber business, which he carried on

profitably' for ten years. Since that time he has

been retired in his pleasant home on the West Side.

His dwelling is a commodious brick structure, with

an acre and a quarter of ground, in the heart of the

city.

Our subject was married, January 12, 182',l, to

Alice Babcock; she was born in Lansing, Ca3'uga

County, N. Y., June 16, 1806, and died December

11, 1K71. The following children were ln)rn of

that marriage: David Hilton, President of Alle-

gany College at Meadville, Pa., is a minister in

the Methodist Episcopal Church; Homer Edwiu

resides in Rockford; Phebe Louise married Charles

11. Brownell and died December ID, 1872; Eunice

A. died September 23, 18r>l; and Horace D., Feb-

ruary 1."), 1851; Helen Cornelia married the Rev.

I). J. Holmes; Mary A. became Mrs. George Fea-

kins; J. resides at home; Frances died in infanc^y;

Martin L. is an attorney in Chicago; and Emily

Frances is Professor of Modern L.anguages in the

Northwestern University. Our sul)ject has twenty

grandchildren living and twelve great-grandchil-

dren.

Mr. Wheeler was a second time married, October

1, 1878, when Miss Mary E. Nash became liis wife.

She was born in Weston, Fairfield County, Conn.,

and was a daughter of David N.ash, also born in

the above-named county and who for a number of

years taught in a private school in Weston, Conn.

He then removed to New York City to accept the

position of Principal in one of the schools, and

continued in that capacity until his decease in

August, 1843. The maiden name of his wife was

Sally Lockwood; she was also born in Weston,

Conn., and was the <laughter of Reuben Lockwood,

who, it is thought, was a native of the Nutmeg
State and of Eiiijlish parents. He was a farmer





^
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and died in the above-named place. The maiden

name of liis wife, the grandmother of Mrs. Wheeler,

was Elizabeth Ra3nnond; she was the daughter of

a Revolutionary soldier, and died on the home

farm in Weston. The mother of Mrs. Wheeler

resided in New Y(.)rk City until l^aO, thence re-

moved to Norwalk, where her decease occurred in

1870.

Mr. Wheeler joined the Methodist pj|)iseo|)al

Church in 1836, and has been a constant member

of the same ever since, of which denomination his

tirst wife was also a member. The i)resent wife of

our subject has been a member of that church since

1850. In early life a Wiiig, our subject voted the

Rei)ublican ticket until the formation of the Pro-

hibition party, since which time he has been a thor-

ough advocate of its principles.

,UST HOLM. The sons of Sweden are well

represented in Winnebago County, and al-

i4j though with characteristic modesty they do

not aspire to brilliancy in the forum, yet they

hold conspicuous places in many pursuits which

make that county a substantial star in the galaxj'

of Illinois' many interesting counties. The gentle-

man whose portrait appears on the opposite page

is a prominent contractor at Rockford, and one of

its foremost citizens.

Born in Oester Gothland, Sweden, July 5, 18.52,

JNIr. Holm learned his trade there under the super-

vision of his father. He was married in that

country to Miss Alfina Olson, who was a native of

the same province, born December 25, 1849.

Shortly afterward, he and his young wife crossed

the ocean to America, landed in New York City,

where they remained a short time, and thence, in

1880, came to Rockford, 111. Since then Mr. Holm
has erected many of the best residences in Rock-

ford, and has met with well-deserved success. He
owns a good home on Twelfth Street, at No. 1,602

Fourth Avenue, also other property on that street,

and is a stockholder and Director in the Globe

Clothing Company, .and the American Furniture

Factory, of Rockford.

Peter Joneson, his father, is still living in Swe-

den, and has followed carpentering all his life. He
is now seventy-three years of age. Tlie mother,

whose maiden name was Christina Carolena, died

when about fifty-six years of age. Like the ma-

jority of Swedes, they were Lutherans in tlicir re-

ligious views. Three <.if llieir m)1is are in this

country and one in Sweden.

]Mrs. Holm's father, Andrew Olson, left liis na-

tive country' for this, and died here on the 12tli

of October, 1889, when seventy-one years of age.

His wife is still living at tlie age of sixt\--three

years, and I'csides with her (inly daughter, Mrs.

Holm. Her maiden name was .Johanna .Tohuson,

and she has Ijcen an acti\'e nienilier of the Lutheran

Church all her life. Her liu.sband was also identi-

fied with that church.

Mr. and Mrs. Holm are members of the Mission

Church. In politics, the former is a Ivejiublican.

Their union has been blessed by the birth of seven

children, four now living: Karl D.,Gust P., Huldah

A. and Martin S., the last two twins. Those de-

ceased are: Martin, Carl and David.

R. IRA L. ANDREWS, who is engaged in

the i^ractice of dentistry in Rockford,

is one of the oldest dental surgeons of

this city in years of continuous practice,

having located here in 1869. For a year he was

alone in business and then became connected

with a well-known dentist of this cit}' now de-

ceased. Dr. C. B. Rising, who for years had

stood at the head of his profession in Rock-

ford. The partnership was continued until the

death of Dr. Rising, in August, 1875. He was one

of the most prominent men of the community, re-

spected by all for his well-known honesty and

straightforwardness. His word was as good as his

bond and in the payment of a debt he was scru-

pulously exact. At the end of each month he would

draw up a check for the entire amount of indebt-

edness against him. His true worth made him

honored, and his friend. Dr. Andrews, is always

ready to pay a tribute to his memory.

We now take up the personal histoiy of our
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subject, who was born in Chenango County, N. Y.,

in 1825. His father was a native of Connecticut

and came of one of the ohl and respected New
England families. The paternal grandfather served

as a drummer-boy in the Ixevolutionary War and the

father of the Doctor fought in the War of 1812. He

became a fanner, and in Danbury, Conn., married

Roxanna Holcomb, a native of that State, also de-

scended from one of the old New England families.

Soon after their marriage, the}' emigrated to New

York, where Jlr. Andrews began to develop and

improve a new farm in Chenango County, where he

spent the remainder of his days, dying at the age

of sixty-five years. He was a man highly respected

by all wlio knew him. In polities, he was a AVhig

and, in religious belief, was a Baptist. His wife,

who was also a member of that church, had reached

the age of three-score years and ten when called

to her final rest, aljout ten years after the death of

her husband.

Our suljject is the youngest of ten children, of

whom three sons are yet living. He w.as reared

to manhood u])on his father's farm, and acquired

his education in tlie common schools. In 18.56, he

left home and went to Binghampton, Broome

County, N. Y., where he made his home for five

years, being eng.aged in the wagon supply business.

He afterward went to Milton, Pa., from whence he

came to liockford in 1869. In Milton, he was

united in marri.ige with Miss Martli.x Goodlander,

who was born and reared in Northumberland

County, Pa., her peoi)le being early settlers of

that community, and of German descent. Mrs.

Andrews has proved to her husl)and a true and

loving wife and faithful helpmate, and is a lady

held in high esteem by all who knt)w her, for her

many excellencies of cliaracter.

The Doctor and his wife have a pleasant and

beautiful home at No. 412 North Main Street,

where hospitality abides and good-will reigns su-

preme. They are both members of the Court Street

Methodist Church, and take an active interest in

its welfare. In politics, the Doctor was a Repub-

lican frcim 1856 until 1884, since which time he

hassupported the Prohiliition partly. He is a stock-

holder in the People's Bank, also in the Rockford

AVateli Company. His success in the line of his

profession has lieen excellent, and from the begin-

ning he has had an excellent patronage, which has

increased as the years have gone by, bringing with

it a handsome competence, which i)laces him in

comfortable circumstances. Pleasant and genial

in manner, he h.as many friends among the best

l)eople of Rockford.

—5- ^>-^^<^^-
/RANK B. TRAHERN. There are few of

the citizens of Rockford who are not per-

sonally acquainted with this gentleman,

whose home has been in this city since 1848, and

who h.as contributed his best efforts toward its ad-

vancement along the lines of education, moralit}',

philanthropy and public improvements. Now re-

tired from active labors, he makes his home at No.

308 Kent Street, in the cozy residence which he has

gained by his unaided exertions.

On coming West with his brother, W. D., our

subject engaged in manufacturing threshing ma-

chines for a time, but afterward withdrew from the

firm and became foreman of the establishment. In

1883, he organized the Rockford Brass Works,

which in 1890 was changed into a stock company

confined to himself and sous. At present, the

eldest son, D. E., is President of the company, and

H. R., the younger son. Secretary, while our subject

occupies the position of Treasurer. The business

of the corporation is principally carried on by the

sons, and bronze and br.ass castings, aluminum and

copper castings are manufactured in large quanti-

ties, and shipped to different markets.

The boyhood days of our subject were passed

in Knox County, Ohio, where he was born Eebru-

ary 16, 1829. His father, Samuel, was a native of

Virginia and belonged to an old Virginia family

descended from English ancestors. He married

Miss Susan Brown, in Loudoun County, V.a., whose

father, Daniel, was an earl}' settler of Knox County,

Ohio. After the birth of one child, Samuel Tra-

hern and his wife came West to Knox County,

Ohio, where, in 1825, the}' commenced to operate

as members of the farming community of that new

country. He died at the age of seventy-eight and

she i)assed away when fort}'-seven. In their re-
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ligious connections they were members of the

Quaker Church.

Until he was nineteen, Frank I!. Trahern re-

mained under the parental roof, since which time

his home has been in llhnois. He was married in

Walworth County, Wis., to Miss Martha Reader,

who was born in New York State, and in 1837,

when four .years old, accompanied her parents,

John and Elizabeth Reader, to Walworth County,

Wis., where they entered land from the Govern-

ment and commenced life as pioneers. Mr. Reader

was one of tlie first organizers and supporters of

the Baptist Church in that count}-, and remained

in its fellowship until lie died at the age of seventy-

eight. His lionie was the favorite resort of minis-

ters of early days and he was prominent as a

Deacon and liberal contributor to religious causes.

His wife, who was likewise a member of the Baptist

Church, died at the age of seventy.

Mr. and Mrs. Trahern are the parents of two

children, namely: Delbert E., who married Miss

Sadie .Johnson, and now lives at No. 209 Fourth

Street, Rockford; and Harvey R., who chose as his

wife Miss Ada Keeney, and resides at No. 607

Kent Street, Rockford. In his political belief, our

subject is a stanch adherent to the principles of the

Republican party, and is a generous contributor to

the sui)port of the Baptist Church, of which his

wife is an active member. The social position oc-

cupied by the family is a prominent one and the}'

are highly esteemed wherever known.

RS. MARY A. (FARMER) CLARK, the

widow of John Clark, is at present residing

on and operating the farm left her by the

death of her husband in 1881. It is pleas-

antly located on section 5, Owen Township, Win-

nebago Count}', and by being intelligently tilled

nets a handsome income. Mrs. Clark was born in

Newborough, Vt., November 25, 1837, while her

father, Thomas F'armer, one of the pioneers of this

county, was born in Edinboro, Scotland, July 10,

1815. The grandfather of our subject, Thomas
Farmer, was also a n.ative of Scotland, his

birth occurring September 30, 1785. He learned

the trade of a stone-mason, which occupation he

followed until 1840, when he came to America and

spent his hist years with the father of Mrs. Clark,

dying February 26, 184 1.

The grandmother of our subject liorc the maiden

name of Janet Gurley, and was also a native of

Scotland, where her decease occurred. With her

husband, she was a member of the rresbyterian

Church. Mrs. Clark has in her possession the old

family Bible which her grandfather brought to

America. Her father emigrated to this country

together with his brother William, the latter of

whom settled in Hamilton, Canada.

The father of Mrs. Clark received his education

in Scotland, and when nineteen years of age emi-

grated to the New World. Having learned the

trade of a mason in Edinboro, he followed tliat oc-

cupation in Newborough, Vt., until 183'J, when,

with his wife and two children, became to Illinois,

traveling by way of canals and lakes to Chicago,

thence by team to Rockford. The land in this

locality sold at 11.25 per acre and the few settlers

then living here were located in the timber and

along the streams. Mr. Farmer selected a tract of

Government land in what is now Owen Township,

upon which he erected a log house and there re-

sided for a number of years with his family. Deer,

wolves and other kinds of wild game were very

plentiful in the vicinity, and as there were no rail-

roads in this locality for a number of years, INIr.

Farmer hauled the products of his estate to the

Chicago market. He was very successful as an

agriculturist and added to his estate from time

to time until he became one of the largest land-

owners in the county. After being industriously

engaged on the farm for many years, he moved to

Rockford and lived retired until his death, October

9, 1880.

Margaret llalley was the maiden name of the

mother of Mrs. Clark; she was born in Mark-

inch, Fifeshire, Scotland, her parents being William

and Mary (Markey) Halley. The grandfather

made three voyages to America and on the last trip

fell from the boat at Montreal and was drowned in

the St. Lawrence River. His wife spent her entire

life in Scotland.

The original of this sketch was an infant when
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brouglit to this uouiily with her parents, where she

was reared and ediieated and when twenty-five

years of age married Edward Marshall, who was a

native of England. He came to America wlien a

young man and was engaged in farming until his

decease in KStiG. Mrs. j\Iarshall, as she was then

known, was married three years later to .John

Clark, who was also a native of England and a

half-brother of ]Mr Marshall. He departed this

life in 1881, since which time his widow has carried

on the farm with signal success. Siie has one son

1)3' her lirst marriage nlni bears the nan\e of Oscar.

The live children bt)rn of her second union are

Maggie. Robert E., Kittie. John and Edna. The

eldest daughter is a teacher in the pnlilic schools,

where she is meeting with more than ordinar3'

success, and Oscar, who married Elizabeth Gritlith,

resides in Louisiana. Mrs Clark is a conscientious

member of the Jletliodist Episcopal Church and is

greatly respected in her communitj'.

f/W'
II^^KLES A. HULT, Secretary and Tieasurer

(ll _ of the Co-operative Furniture Company',

^Vg/' was born in Smoland, Sweden, August 29,

1864. Ijoth of his parents died in Smoland. His

father, Swan Hult, followed farming throughout

his life and passed away at aliout the age of seventy

years. His wife died some years previous. They

were life-long members of the Swedish Lntlieran

Church. Tlieir famil3' numljered four children, all

of whom are now living in this country: .T. S.,

who resides in Iloldredge, Neb., married a Swedish

lady of Stanton, Iowa; Christina is the wife of A.

M. Casperson, who lives in Burlington, Iowa; Til-

lie M. is the wife of .lames W. (^uick, of P.urling-

ton, Iowa; and C. A. completes the family'.

Our subject came to this country with a sister in

1873, when oni\- aliout nine years of .ago, and joined

an older brother and sister who had previously

emigrated to this country, lie is a self-made man,

bis success in life being entirely due to his own
efforts. He was reared in Burlington, Iowa, .and

acquired his education in that city at tiie Biishnell

University and at Elliott's Business College. His

residence in Rockford dates from 1886. For some

time after locating in this city, he was connected

with the coal, wood and feed business of I). A. El-

more ill the cop.acily of book-keeper. For nearly

four years he has now been interested in the Co-

oiierative Furniture Company, filling the position

of Secretar3' and Treasurer. The factory is located

at the corner of Railroad Avenue and Ninth Street

and they employ between one hundred and thirty

and one hundred and fifty men, doing a large and

successful business which is constantly increasing.

]Mr. Hult was united in marriage, in Rockford,

with Miss Mary L. Danielson, who was born in

Smoland, Sweden, on tlie 7th of September, 1863,

and came to the United States m the early part of

1881. Her parents are still living in Sweden and

are now past middle life. Mrs. Hult was the first

of the family to cross the Atlantic but has since

been joined by her sister Emily. Mr. and Mrs.

Hult are prominent young Swedish people of this

city, well and favorably known in the community

where they reside. Their union has lieen blessed

with one child, Leslie V.

In his political atliliations, Mr. Hult is a suii-

porterof Republican principles. He is yet a young

man and has the energy of youth. He is also pro-

gressive and industrious and will undoubtedly

make for himself a successful career, his life al-

ready giving evidence of that fact. Socially, he

is a mcmlwr of Social Lodge No. 110, and Encain[i-

No. 44, I. O. O. F., and is Past Noble Grand.

-^_S],^+«^^i=

L«^7-iENNIS T( )LLEFSON, for over half a eon-

{ii^\\ ^"'.y ^ resident of Manchester Township,

^1^^' Boone County, was liorn in Norway, Feb-

ruary 28, 1806. He is classed among the most suc-

cessful farmers of the vicinit3' and is the proprie-

tor of a splendid estate which is well improved in

eveiy particular. He is the son of ToUef Larson,

a farmer of Norway, who reared a family of four-

teen children, and departed this life in his native

country at an advanced age.

The lad3- to whom our subject was married, in

iwlii, was Anna Rosseland; she died August 31,

1886, in her sixty-eighth 3-ear. Our subject came
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to America in 1836, and was followed by Miss

Rosseland one year latei', soon after wliicli they

were married. They were industrious and hard-

working [people and at'eiiuudated lor themselves a

handsome fortune. Mr. Tollefson is very gener-

ous with his means and within the last few years

has made some hxrge lie(]Uests. Ills present farm

was entered from the Government, and the high

state of eultivation and improvenuul whieh it is

under, tlie good briek residence and the am[)le

barns and outbuildings, represent many \ears of

toil and privation.

Lars Tollefson, grand-neiihewof our suljjeet, lias

been conducting the home farm since 1887. He

was married to Anna Erikson .January 7, 1888, the

lady being the daughter of John and Axlaine

Eriksou. The}' have become the parents of three

children, two of whom died in infancy. Tlieir

infant son, who was born .Januar\' 11, 1891, bears

the name of Tennis Albert. lie of whom we write

on coming to the New World stopped for a time

at the home of a brother in New York vState near

Rochester. He is, probably, the first Norwegian

settler in Boone County and the oldest resident of

Manchester Township. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Lutheran Norwegian Chureii, to tlie

supi)ort of whicii they are liberal contiiljuliirs.

Mr. Tollefson takes but little part in i)olitics other

than to cast a Republican vote at elections. He
has been more than ordinarily successful in all his

undertakings, and his ability and character are such

as to earn for him the esteem and regard of all

who know him.

W O.SEPII W. nn'INE. Prominent among the

industries carried on in Rockford is the

manufacture of boots and shoes, as repre-

sented liy the Rockford Boot and fShoe

Manufactory. This enterprise was established about

ten years ago, and is one of the nourishing institu-

tions of the cit}'.

Mr. Irvine, Vice-president of this vast concern,

has retired from active business and now resides

quietly at his comfortable home in this city. He
has been a resident of Rockford since October,

ly

1869. For many years he was connected with the

Emerson, Talcott Manufacturing Company, one of

the best known organizations of the State, and cs-

peciall3' in this part of Illinois. He was also with

the Wllkins Knitting Factor3', but subsequently

tivUl out his interest and retired from active labor.

He is ;i stockholder in other corporations, includ-

ing the Silver Plate Blaiiufacturing Company, the

Rdckford "Watch Coinpan}-, the Rockford Watch-

Case Company, the Rockford Overalls Company,

and at times has been ollicially connected with

some of them, and has been a promoter of most of

them.

He came to Rockford from Rockvale Township,

Ogle County, 111., and was engaged for about tiiirty

years there as a successful farmer. He has been a

resident of this State for fifty-six years, and during

that time he has made liis home in Ogle and AVin-

iiebago Counties, living to see the wonderful ad-

vancement made during half a century. While in

Ogle Countj', he took and imiiroved a large tract

of Government land, and has spent his life very

actively as a farmer and business man.

He was born in the Province of Ontario, Canada,

in 1810, but most of his early life was spent In

New York. Later he moved to Toronto, Canada,

where he subsequent!}- followed clerking in a store.

He Is a son of the Rev. Alexander Irvine, a native

of Perthshire, Scotland, who was a descendant of an

old and [n'ominent Scotch family. The latter was

but four years of age when he came with his par-

ents, William and INIarjorie (Stuart) Irvine, to

America and settled with them in York State.

William Irvine resided in the Empire State until

his death. His wife, who survived him, finally

went to Canada and died when over eighty years of

age. She was a very bright, intelligent lady, and

was a descendant of the ro3'al family. She and her

husband were members of the Presbyterian Church.

Alexander Irvine grew to manhood and was mar-

ried in York State to Miss ClarLssa Harrington, a

native of that State and of Yankee origin. After

marriage, they moved to Canada, where two chil-

dren, our subject and a daughter, were born.

Shortl}' afterward the family returned to New
York, and when finr subject was twelve years of

age, they went back to Canada, where they re-
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maiued a few years. In 1836 they returned to tbe

States and settled on the Rock River, near Byron,

Ogle Count}', opening up a claim in Rockvale

Township. There tlie father's death occurred about

1840, when in the iiriine of life. The mother fol-

lowed him to the grave during the Relieilion,

when sixty-two years of age. IJotli held menilior-

ship in the Methodist Church.

The original of this sketch -was the second of eight

children born to his parents, four sous and four

daughters, three sons and two daughters now liv-

ing. He was educated in the schools of Ogle

Count}', and after reaching his majority wedded

Miss Electa Parsons, a native of the Old Bay State,

where she was educated. She came West when a

young woman and died cm her husband's farm in

Ogle County, when in the prime of life. She was

an excellent wife and a devoted mother. Of this

union were born five children: Edwin, a railroad

mail agent, residingin Rockford, married Miss Mina

Underwood; Ellen C. became the wife of William

Warburton, a farmei' of Buchanan County, Iowa;

Mary P. is the wife of Christian Burkholder, a

dealer in agricultural implements in Sterling; W.
Henry is a painter in the West; and one younger,

who died in infancy.

Mr. Irvine's second marriage occurred in Ogle

County and united him with Rebecca W. Wag-
goner, a native of Union County, born on the

banks of the Susquehanna River, June 23, 182i), and

the daughter of Henry R. and Elsie (Woods)

Waggoner, natives of Northumberland County, Pa.

Her father was of Pennsylvania-Dutch stock, and

her mother of Irish descent. They were married

in Nortliumberland County, and Mr. Waggoner

began life as a mechanic. In 1848, he moved with

his family to Ogle County, III., and settled on

a farm m Rockvale Township. After the death of

his wife, he married Mrs. Margaret Hensel, and

moved to Mt. Morris, this State, where he received

his final summons when nearly seventy-five years

of age, dying March 5, 1860. His wife is still liv-

ing and is quite old.

Mrs. Irvine was one of seven living children, all

married but one, and all prosperous. Mr. and Mrs.

Irvine have had Rve children: C. Francis, a com-

mercial man residing- in Rockford; Oeorge L., Sec-

retary and Treasurer of the Rockford Overalls

Manufacturing Company; Elsie M., wife of C. E.

Sovereign, novelty manufacturer; and two who

died in infancy. The members of the Irvine fam-

ily, for the most part, belong to the Court Street

Methodist Episcopal Church. IMr. Irvine and his

sons are wortiiy Republicans in [lolitics.

The ])ortrait of Mr. Irvine is presented on an-

other page.

ILLIAM II. FITCH, M. 1)., is one of the

native-l)orn citizens of Kockford, who

W^ have contrilmted their alilest efforts to

the progress of the city and lal)ored unceasingly

in its behalf. He has been remarkably successful

in his profession, his skill having won for him a

foremost place among the citizens of Winneljago

County and, in fact, throughout the entire nortiiern

part of the State. For more than twenty years he has

been engaged in the practice of his profession in

Rockford, having come hither in the fall of 1870,

and opened an office, which he has since con-

ducted.

For the duties of professional life Dr. Fitch

was thoroughly prepared by a splendid literary ed-

ucation received in Beloit College, and by a course

of medical lectures at the Chicago Medical Col-

lege, where he graduated in 1868. At that time,

he received the second honors of his class, the

first honors being gained by Dr. Nicholas Senn,

of Chicago, one of the most celebrated surgeons of

the world. After a short visit to Rockford, the

young Doctor went on a tour to the Old World,

and spent two years in the medical schools of

Europe, most of the time being devoted to study

at Vienna. Thus completely equipped for a pro-

fessional life by a profound theoretical knowledge

of therapeutics, he crossed the Atlantic to the

country of his birth, and immediately secured a

large practice in the city where he still resides.

The Doctor is Trustee of the Illinois Eye ife

p]ar Infirmary, located in Chicago on West Adams

Street, a splendid institution for the treatment

of these special diseases and under the support of
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the State. He is a member of the State Medical

Society, the National Medical Association, and

the American Association for the Advancenicut

of Science, and lie meets with tlicse various so-

cieties regularly. He is a Trustee of tlie Rock-

ford Seminar}', an institution of pniniinence in

the West, and one of tlie (iKlest eduraliiinal cen-

ters In the county.

The father of our subject was .John Fitch, an

early settler in Winnebago County, wlio came

hither in 1837, entered Government land in

Cherry Valley, this county, and began life liere

amid primitive surroundings, his first home being

in a log cabin. It was his good fortune to live

until the dense forests and uncultivated wastes of

laud were transformed into splendidly improved

farms and the sites of thriving villages. He had

come to this count}' from Groton, Mass., his birth-

place, and his journey Westward was made b}' tlie

most expeditious route known at tliat time, being

by canal to Buffalo, thence by the Lakes to Chi-

cago, and from there in a small one-horse "prai-

rie schooner" to Winnebago County, tlien very

sparsely settled.

The farm owned by John Fitch was on the

main thoroughfare between Chicago and Galena,

and his house became the lodging place for trav-

elers en route for the farther West, often as

many as one hundred and fifty persons stopping

on his premises with their wagons and teams. lie

was thus not only enabled to sell his produce, but

gained an acquaintance with man}' of the West-

ern pioneers, a number of whom found homes on

the golden shores of California. It was not long

before he iiad erected a substantial house and out-

buidings, and, as he was practical and thrifty, be-

longing to the best type of Massachusetts farmers,

he kept many years in advance of his neighbors.

Genial and sociable in disposition, Mr. Fitch,

Sr., made friends with all wjioni he met and

became the host of a well-known country inn be-

tween Belvidcre and Rockford. He was i)r()gres-

sive and took a leading part in all matters

regarding education. When schools were few in

the county, he hired a young lady to come from

Massachusetts as governess, and slie taught his

children at his home. He admitted any of the

neighboring children who wished to come, and

many took advantage of the offer, as "Tncle .Tolm
"

Fitch paid all the expenses. As a Wiiig and Abo-

litionist, he took a i)rominent part in [lulilic mat-

ters, and (lurini; liis later \'ears was a standi

Roimblican. In religious matters, he was identi-

fied with the .Methodist Fpisco|)al Churcli at

Clierry \'allev, Ijiit on coming to Rockford, in

IwGl, united with tlie Second Congregational

Cliurcli, and remained in that connection as long

a> he lived. His dealli occurred hero in tlie }'ear

liSiSl.at the age of seventy-five years, and was

sincerel}' m<iunied by all wlio knew liim. A man
of remarkable thrift, he aciinired a line [iropert}-,

of which his cliildreii became heirs, and lliroiigh

their judicious management the value of their

heritage has been increased. i\Ir. and Mrs. .John

Fitch were present at the dedication of the first

church built in Rockford.

Three montlis after the death of .lohn Filch, his

wife departed this life, aged sovent\'-four years.

She was formerly Miss Lucy Sawtellc, and was a

native of Vermont, coming of worthy New Eng-

land stock. In her religious connection, she was

a member of the Congregational Church, and was

a lad}' of lovely disposition and noble character.

The only survivors of the family of five children

are the Doctor and Elizabeth. One brother. Dr.

L. P., graduated from the Ueloit (Wis.) College

and the New York College of Physicians and

Surgeons, later entering the army as Surgeon, and

serving in Gen. Schofleld's Department for about

three years. Afterward he became a prominent

physician of Charles City, Iowa, where his death

ciccurred, and where his widow still lives.

During the late war, our subject served as a

member of the Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry, and

bravely defended the Stars and Stripes. His mar-

riage, which took place in Allegheny, Pa., in

1887, united him with Sliss Catherine Kountz,

who was there born. Her fatlier. Commodore
Kountz, was at one time the largest private owner

of steam vessels in the L^nited States, his steamers

plying the waters of the Mississippi, Missouri and

Ohio Rivers, and doing a large business during

war times. At present lie lives retired, and is

[la-'Siiig his de(Jiniiig days in comfort :iiiil alllu-
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once. Oncol' the vessels which he owned was

known as the "Crystal Palace," and w.as the finest

passenger steamer which was ever on the Ohio

River.

The education which Mrs. Fitch received in

Penns^'lvania was of a superior order, and she is

a refined, accoin[)lished lady, and especially tal-

ented as a musician. She and the Doctor are mem-

bers of the Second Congregational Church and

prominent in the best circles of the city. The3'

are the parents of two children: William K. and

Catharine.

.ps^lIER]MAN COMINGS. Having retired

'^^ from the active proin'ietorship of agricul-

tural interests, the gentleman of whom we

write makes his home in Rockford. He

was born in the town of Berkshire, Franklin

County, Vt., December 17, 1818, while his father,

Samuel Comings, was a native of Windsor, N. H.,

and of Scotch ancestry. He was one of the first

settlers in Berkshire, where he cleared a tract of

college land, erected a log house and commenced

the work of improving a farm. As there were no

railroads or canals in the vicinity for many years

after his settlement there, the father of our subject

hauled the products of the farm to the nearest

markets, returning with the necessary articles for

the family. He improved a large portion of the

land, erected thereon first-class buildings, and for

a number of years made that place his home.

Then disposing of this farm, Mr. Comings lived

with a son-in-law until going to Wisconsin, where

he spent his last j'ears with his son Harvey. The

mother of our subject was known in her maiden-

hood as Miss Martha Aikens, her birth occurring

in Canada.

Sherman Comings of this sketch attended the

district schools in his youth and on reaching his

fifteenth year learned the trade of a carpenter

and joiner, which line he followed for six years, and

then turned his attention to that of a millwright.

He prosecuted that business in Vermont nntil

1848, and on emigr.ating to AVisconsin was accom-

l)anied liy his wife, lirother Harvey and family.

The family came with teams to Burlington, thence

by wajf of I^ake Champlain to the canal of that

name and, going to Troy, came by way of the

Erie Canal to Buffalo, where they took passage on

the steamer '"Empire State." At Conueaut the vessel

foundered and the passengers were all transferred

to the steamer ''Michigan," which conveyed them

to Milwaukee, where they were shipped on the

steamer "Sheboygan." On landing, Mr. Comings

and family hired a team to take them to Linden

Township, sixteen miles distant, the latter part of

the way following an Indian trail. There our

suliject purchased a claim to a tract of Govern-

ment land, which was iieavily timbered, and four

acres of which were cleared; a log house consti-

tuted the only other improvement. He worked

at his trade of a millwright, at the s.ame time su-

perintending the improvements of his farm, which

he put under excellent cultivation. For some time,

standing timber was of no value, and when it was

found necessary to cut it. the logs were rolled to-

gether and burned. Mr. Comings did all his

marketing and farm work by the aid of oxen, and

remembers going ten miles away in order to buy

iron to iron a cart, the woodwork of which vehicle

he made from timber grown on his own land, and

which he continued to use as long as he resided in

Wisconsin.

In 1867, our subject sold his farm in the Badger

State and came to Winnebago Count3', purchasing

a farm three miles south of the cit}' of Rockford,

which is most beautifully located on the Rock

River. Soon after settling iiere, he started a

creamery, being one of the pioneers in that busi-

ness, and shipping the products of his dairy to St.

Louis. Mr. Comings resided on the above farm

until 1891, when he moved into the city and is

now enjoying the fruits of former 3'ears of indus-

tiy and toil.

The lady who became the wife of our subject,

December 31, 1840, bore the maiden name of

Elmina E. Stone. Her birth occurred in Berkshire,

Vt., and she is the daughter of James and Lucinda

(Danforth) Stone. The two children born to

them are Arthur F. and Everett S., the former of

whom is a practicing phj'sician in Rockford, and

Everett S. is editor of a first-class jiaper de-
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voted to poultry and gardening. Mr. and Mrs.

Comings are members of tlie Second Congrega-

tional Societ}^ and, in politics, our subject has voted

the Republican ticket since the organization of the

party.

fi^,_,^ IRAJI SNOW is the proprietor of extensive

lf)\] pickling works, located on the east bank of

^^ the Rock River, one mile cast of the city

((M) limits of Rockford. He engaged in this

business in 1881, and uses the products of from

lift}' to seventy-five acres each year. He is a na-

tive of the Green Mountain State, his birth occur-

ring Februarj' 17, 1830. His father, Ira Snow, was

also born there, wlience he removed in 1834 to

Ohio, via team to Troj', and then by way of the

Erie Canal to Buffalo, where he embarked on a

lake steamer to Huron, Ohio. There he rented an

hotel and was employed as "mine host" until 1842,

when he again started Westward, arriving in Chi-

cago on the 3d of July.

AVhile residing in tlie Garden City, the father of

our subject kept the hotel known as the Franklin

House, located on La Salle Street, between Lake and

Water Streets. At that time Chicago contained

but eight thousand inhabitants, and the surround-

ing eountr}' being sparsely settled, deer and wild

animals roamed where the city now extends. Mr.

Snow, after two j^ears in the hotel business, was en-

gaged in teaming between Chicago and Galena ff>r

a twelvemonth, at the end of which time he entered

a tract of Government land in the town of AVIieeler,

twenty-two miles northwest of Chicago, and at

once commenced the improvement of his farm,

upon which he resided until his decease.

The mother of our subject prior to her marriage

was Rebecca Daggett, also a native of Vermont.

Her husband was in early days a Whig in politics,

but later voted the Repul)lican ticket. He was the

first Highway Commissioner in the town of Wheeler

and in 1856 was appointed Deputy Sheriff, whicli

position he held for fourteen years.

Hiram Snow of this sketch was one in a family

of five children, his brothers and sisters being Re-

becca, William, Alonzo and Marj'. He was a lad

of twelve years when his parents removed to Chi-

cago and is one of the few early settlers of that

city now living, and can relate many incidents of

interest connected with the early history of Chicago

and Couk County. ]Mr. Snow attended a school in

that city taught bv Judge Sturdevant, and after

removing to Wheeler, assisted his father in culti-

vating the home farm, there residing until reach-

ing his twenty-flrst 3'ear.

On commencing life for himself, he of whom we

write worked out on farms for ^8 per month and

continued to be thus engaged for five years, when

he purchased the old home farm, upon which he

lived until 1881. At that time coming to Rock-

ford, Mr. Snow became the proprietor of the farm

which is his present home, and soon afterward en-

gaged in his present business. His farm is iieauti-

fully located and is cultivated in a most intelligent

and profitable manner.

The lady to whom our subject was united in

marriage, November 12, 1S(;(;, was Miss Naomi

Periy, and to them eight children have been granted

viz.: Anna, Clara J., Kiiiily A., Maggie, Hiram P.,

Mabel N., June R., .lunius Centennial. In his i)o-

litical belief, Mr. Snow casts his vote and infiuence

with the Republican party, and, socially, is a mem-

ber of Rockford Lodge No. 102, A. F. ct A. i\I.,aiid

AVinneb.ago Chapter No. 24, R. A. M.

xp^ILES ELLIOTT, deceased. This name is

|| j
(-—, known and honored throughout AVinnebago

^\^]|lj Count}- as one of the old pioneers, who had

a hand in la3'ing the solid foundation upon which

has been erected the superstructure of its present

wealth and prosperity, and although his earthly

career has closed, his memory is still held in rev-

erence in Pecatonica Township, where he located

thirty-five years ago. His mantle has fallen upon

worthy successors and it gives us pleasure to rep-

resent the family in this biographical volume.

The lady who became the wife of our subject

was known in her maidenhood as Betse\' Mitchell.

She was born September 2 1,1846, in Oneida County,

N. Y., and was the daughter of Charles and Pa-

tience (Ufford) Mitchell, the former of whom was
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a native of New York and of Irish descent, while

tlie mother hailed from New England.

Our suhjeet was a son of Charles and Lucy (Bar-

ber) Elhott, natives of Ohio, who departed this life

in Mitchell, S. Dak., at the respective ages of seven-

ty-nine and seventy-three 3'ears. He departed this

life Februar_y 14, 1887, aged forty-eight j'cars and

four montlis and thirteen days. Ilis mari'iage with

Miss Mitchell occurred January 5, 1864, soon after

which event they came to tliis county, and, ,as lie-

fore stated, resided here for thirty-five years. Mr.

Elliott had a well-cultivated farm, making a spe-

cialt3^ of breeding thorough-bred cattle, of which he

had some fine specimens.

To Mf. and Mrs. Elliott were liorn live children,

as follows: Charles W., whose birth occurred June

20, 1865, resides with his mother; Ellen A., born

jMay 4, 1867, married Patrick Reddy and lives in

Ridott Township, Stephenson County; George II.,

who is .also at home, was born September 27, 1868;

Giles S., June 24, 1872; and William H., who w,as

born July 28, 1875, is at present engaged with his

brothers in carrying on the old home farm, which

they do in an intelligent and profitable manner.

They have all been given good educations in the

Pecatonica schools and the youngest son will prob-

ably- follow a iirofessional life.

He of whom we write, socially, was a member
of lOureka C'amp No. 50, M. W. A., to which order

his eldest son also l.)elonged, the latter also being a

member <.if the Farmers" IMutual Benefit Association.

ETER PARSON. In compiling an account

'., of the different business enterprises of Rock-

ford, we must not lose sight of the cabinet-

\ m,aker's in dustry, carried on very successfully

by Mr. Peter Parson. This gentleman is still an-

other of those prominent Swedish settlers of Rock-

ford, and is possessed of all those characteristics of

thrift and enterprise which make the people of

that nation.ality so prosperous and successful.

Born in Wester Gothland Province, June 18,

1844, Mr. Parson continued to make his home
there until 1860, when, with his parents, he took

passage to this country. After a tempestuous voy-

.age of over nine weeks, they lauded in New York

City, but subsequently settled in Fredonia, of that

State, for about eight years. In 1868, the entire

famil3' came to Winnebago County, 111., locating in

Pecatonica Township, and there the parents reside

at the present time, both quite aged, the father,

Andrew Parson, born in 1813, and the mother in

1809. Both are quite active despite their years,

and the mother often walks two miles to the Lu-

theran Church, of which she and her husband are

members.

Three of the eight children born to this worthy

couple are now living: our subject; Mrs. Clara

Anderson, a widow, residing on South Fourth

Street of this citj'; and Mrs. Christina Lundberg,

wife of P. J. Lundberg, a wealthy farmer now re-

tired, and residing at Orleans, Neb.

Peter Parson learned his trade in Fredonia, N. Y.,

and on the 6th of June, 1869, he made his first

appear.ance in Rockford. lie immediately began

working at tlie cabinet-maker's trade, and luas since

devoted the principal part of his time and atten-

tion to it. He is, in every sense of the word, a

skillful and practical workman, and the beautiful

furniture and ornaments at his home testify to

his ability with the tools. He h.as a deliglitful

residence at No. 010 North Third Street, and is

surrounded with all the comforts and conveni-

ences of life.

He is a stockholder and Director of the Central

Furniture Company established in 1879, with a

capital of i! 125,000, and with a force of from one

hundred and twenty-five to one hundred and fifty

employes, and since then Mr. Parson has given all

his attention to the factory, in which he is a he.av^'

stockholder. His investment has paid him well,

and he has accumulated considerable property.

Our subject was married, in Rockford, to Miss

Anna C. Oberg, a native of Sweden, born October

10, 1851, and they have one very bright little girl,

Cora J. C, who is receiving a thorough education

in the city schools. Mr. Parson and his wife are

very popular people of the city, and both are mem-

bers of the First Lutheran Church. He leans to-

ward the Reputjlican party in his political views.

Mrs. Parson's father, Olof Oberg, started with

his wife and family for the United States in 1854,
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and while on the ocean the mother died. She was

buried in the Atlantic, and the bereaved husband

and father with his five children, two sons and

three daughters, after landing, came West and lo-

cated on Government land in Martin County,

Minn. He at one time owned an entire section of

land, but the grasshoppers bothered him a great

deal, and he has now been a resident of Rockford

for some time. Although seventy j'ears of age, he

is still smart and active. Four of his five children

are 3'et living in Martin County, Minn.

f^
E. BENOIT, a successful jewelry merchant

jjj
of Rockford, located at No. 310 AVest State

_J^ Street, has for almost a quarter of a centurj-

made his home in this city and during much of

this time has been engaged in commercial pursuits.

He carries a large and complete stock of goods in

his line, having one of the best liouses in the city,

and in connection with his jewelry trade has for

the past five years also sold organs and. pianos.

Mr. Benoit is a native of the Province of Quebec,

Cana<la. There the days of his childhood and

youth were passed and in part he there learned his

trade. His parents were Oliver and Marj- (Mosier)

Benoit, also natives of Canada, the lady of English

descent. The Benoits are of French descent and

l)oth families came to America about the time La
Fayette crossed tlie water to aid the Colonies in

their struggle for independence. The parents of

our subject are still residing at the old home in

Canada, the father at the age of eighty years, the

mother now seventy- five years of age. The father

has been a carriage manufacturer.and is well known
in his localitj'.

Under the parental roof, our subject was reared

to manhood and ere leaving home he had become
familiar with the trade of carriage-making and un-

dertaking in all the details of the business. In

1869, he came to Rockford, and soon afterward be-

gan business as a jeweler, which trade he has since

followed. He was married, in Vermont, to Miss

Julia P. Chaffle, who was born and reared in Berk-

shire, Franklin County, that State, and is des-

cended from an old New England familv. She

died at tlieir home in Rockford, .January 20, 1871,

at the age of tliirty-two years, on the birth of ttieir

onl3- child, who also died. For his second wife,

Mr. lienoit chose JNIrs. IMartha A. (llobart) Thayer,

who was born in Havana, N. V.. and when a

maiden of six summers came to Uockfonl witii her

parents, John and Maria Thayer, who for nianv

years were residents of tliis city imt now reside in

Alexandria, S. Dak., where they have lived for the

past eight j-ears.

Mr. and Mrs. Benoit are liotli members of the

Christian Union Church, take an active part in its

work and also in public interests which are calcu-

lated to benefit the community or promote the

general welfare. Mr. Benoit has led a Inisy and
useful life, giving strict attention to his business

interests, and his efforts have been blessed with

prosperity. lie now not only has a good business

but he is also a stockholder in the Forest City Insur-

ance Company. Although of foreign birth, Rock-

ford has no better citizen or one more worthy the

esteem in which he is held. In politics, he is a

stalwart supporter of Republican principles. He
belongs to the Blue Lodge, the Chapter and Com-
mandery of Rockford, and is also a memlier of the

Elks' lodge.

^ip^ELS P. ROSANDER is one of the success-

jl
jJj

ful Swedish-American farmers of Rockford

ill^^ Township, Winnebago County. He resides

on section 17, where he owns one liundred and
twelve and a half acres of valuable land, all under

a high state of cultivation. It has been his home
since 1873, during wliich time he has transformed

the land into rich and fertile fields and made
many excellent improvements. There may be

seen good buildings, a comfortable and commo-
dious residence and all the accessories of a model

farm. He also has the place well stocked, indeed,

it is complete in all its appointments.

Mr. Rosander was born in Snuiland, Sweden,

March 21, 1835, and is a son of Swan C. Peterson,

who lived and died on a farm in his native prov-

ince, passing away at the age of eightv-one years.

He was a jeweler and quite a prominent man in



432 PORTRAIT ANT) BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

public affairs, lie was ollicially Cdiiiicfteil with

the Lutheran Cluircli for many years and was one

of its most active worliers. lie married Susanna

Casries, wlio yet survives Inni and is now about

four-score years of nue. She. also, lias Iieen a

leading lady in her neighborhood and a faithful

member of the Lutheran Church. A daughter of

the family is still living in Sweden, Johanna, wife

of Gust Johnson, a Swedish farmer; Caroline is

now married and resides in Chicago; John lives

in Rockford, as does also Johannes, and Charles is

a resident of Oregon.

Under the parental roof our subject spent the

days of his bojdiood and after attaining to mature

years he was united in marriage in his native

pr(.iviiiee with Miss Anna .lohnson, who was liorn

in Smoland. Sweden, in June, is;)"), llor parents

lived and died on llie old homestead in that land.

Tlie^' were farming people, members of the Luth-

eran Church, and were highly respected. Their

family nun\bered two sons an<l two daughters but

Mrs. Rosander is the only one living in this coun-

try. She has jn'oved a true wife and faithful

helimiate to her husband. I\lr. Rosander was the

first of his family to cross the Atl.antic, the year

of his emigration being 1860, and on the 1.5th of

May he landed in Rockford.

Nine children have been born to ]\Ir. and Mrs.

Rosander: Sophia, wife of Eun\ Nelson, a mail

carrier of Rockford, died A^pril21, 1.S'.I2; Tilda,

wife of Walter Wilson, a mail carrier of Chicago;

Lotta, wife of Albert Larson, a machinist in the

Nelson Knitting Factory of Rockford; Charles A.,

who graduated from the Augtistana College of

Rock Island in 1 Si) Land will eomiilete a course of

study in the Rock Island Seminary in 18'.).'3;

AVendla A., wife of Keynold Winquist, a clerk of

Rockford; Nellie, who is now employed in that

city; Ida, a resident of Rockford; Tlieodore W. and

J^sther V. live at home.

Mr. Rosander has been verj' successful since

coming to this country and is now numbered

among the substantial citizens of Rockford Town-
ship). In addition to his farm propertj', he is a

stockholder in the L'nion Grocery Store of Rock-

ford and the founder and President of the Rock-

ford Planing Mill Company, which was incorpor-

ated with a capital stock of $50,000. lie is a pub-

lic-spirited and progressive man and has done

much for the interests and upbuilding of the

county. In politics, he is a supporter of Republi-

can ])rinciples, and himself and wife are members

of the First Lutheran Church of Rockford, in the

work of which they have taken an active interest.

Mr. Rosandei' served as one of the building com-

mittee during the construction <_if that large house

of worship. His life has been well and worthily

S]ient. thus winning him the confidence and high

rei;-ard of all.

EVIN EKSELL. The Glolte Clothing Man-

ufacturing C'oinpany, No. 1 105 Sixth Street,

Rockford, standing prominently forth as

one of the most notable business enterprises of the

city, was established in May, 1890, with August

Lundberg, President; Levin Eksell, Secretary, and

August P. Floberg, Treasurer. They em|)lo.y thirtj-

men, their custom cutter being A. S. Charn, and

their commercial cutter F. A. Nordell; they have five

commercial men on the road and do a general

pants manufacturing business for the trade chiefly.

They have met with wonderful success in this en-

teri.rise. JMr. Eksell was one of the promoters of

the business, has always been a stockholder and is

now a Director. He came to Rockford in 1887 and

since then has turned all his attention to this par-

ticular business, and has met with the success mer-

ited. He is a capable and trustw-orth}' gentleman

and universally popular in business and social

circles.

Our subject was born in Wester Gothland Prov-

ince, Sweden, born March 30, 1865, and received

a good business education in his native land.

From the age of ten until twenty-two, he was clerk

and book-keeper for different enterprises, but when

he reached the last-mentioned age he crossed the

ocean to America, and made a permanent home in

Rockford. He was for some time in the Nelson

Knitting Factory, but snbseciuently became con-

nected with the liusiness in which he is now en-

gaged.
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The second in order of birth of eight ohihlrcn

born to his parents, our subject was the only one

of the family to venture on American land. The

fatlier, A. G. Ekscll, is a practical farmer of his na-

tive country, Sweden, and is still living, as is also

his wife, whose maiden name was Caroline Lind-

quist. They were old friends and neighbors of

the late John Nelson, the inventor, of Rockford.

(See sketch.)

Levin Eksell w.as married in Rockford to Miss

Hildegard Djulang, a native of Stockholm, Swe-

den, in which city she was reared and educated.

In 1888, she emigrated to the United States, and

left home and friends to form new ties in a

strange country. Her father, Eric G. Djulang,

died in Stockholm in 1872, when about middle age.

His wife and one daughter came to America

in June, 1892, and are residing in Rockford.

Mrs. Eksell came direct to Rockford on coming to

the United States, and was subsequently married

to our suliject. Tliey have two nice children,

Esther E. and Anna C. (twins). Mr. and Mrs.

Eksell are winthy and consistent members of the

Mission Lutheran church and Mr. Eksell is now
church Secretary.

i^-f^^-

NTIIONY HAINES, Yice-rresidcnt of the

Manufacturers' Bank and an inlluential

citizen of Rockford, was born in Marietta,

Lancaster County, Pa., April 21, 1829.

His father, Maj. Frederick Haines, was a native of

Maytown, that county, his birth occurring February

9, 1799. A. M. Haines, of Galena, 111., has published

a history of the familj' and from it we And that

the name was oiginally spelled in many different

ways, viz: Fines, lijues and Eynns. At a later

date the "H" was prefixed and the name has been

spelled Haynes, Ileines and Haines. The Haines

families had their origin in Shropshire, one of the

Western counties of England, and in Montgomery-

shire, "Wales.

The grandfather of our subject, Anthony, was

born .lanuary 2.5, 1762. His ancestors undoubt-

edly first settled in Virginia, as in the "State Land

Patent Books" of Virginia are found many entries

of .Vnthony Haines .as earl_v as lGr)S. •-Anthony"

is a rare name in the Haines family, cxrrpt in the

Lancaster branch of the family, and in this \\v-

ginia family, where it has been [u-eservcd for more

than one hundred years. The first settlement of

the family was made in Chester County, Pa.,

whence they removed to Lampeter Township, L.an-

caster County, the same State. They owned the

land which is now the site of Lampeter Square, and

the vill.age was first called Ilainestown.

From thereGrandfatherllainCs removed to May-

town, and purchased a large tract of land in the

vicinity of that village and Marietta. He was mar-

ried to Susanna Bauer, who was born in Maytown,

April 9, 1765, and died about 1840. She was a sis-

ter of the grandmother of Bayard Taylor. The}'

had a family of eight children, and spent their last

days on the old homestead, where the grandfather

died April 23, 1811. He was quite an extensive

farmer for those days, and in phj'sique was large

and powerful, as were all the members of the fam-

ilJ^ His mother, Charlotte, was born in 1739, and

diedm 1793. His brother. Col. Henry, was a mem-

ber of the Legislature in 1805, and built the pres-

ent brick Reformed Presbyterian Church in Ma}--

town. For many years the village of Maytown

was famous for her militia, and the representatives

of the Haines family were ])atriotic, and ready at

all times to light for their country.

Frederick Haines was reared in his native town,

and when choosing an occupation for himself be-

gan farming and stock-raising on a tract of three

hundred acres of land which he owned in and

around Marietta. There he remained until his de-

cease which occurred in Miiy, 1846. The maiden

name of his second wife, the mother of our subject,

was Sarah Guy. She was bf)rn in Lancaster

County and departed this life in Philadelphia,

about 1866. The parents of our subject were both

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Anthony Haines of this sketch received a good

education in Marietta and continued to reside un-

der the parental roof until after his father's death,

when, in 1848, he emigrated to Ohio and clerked

in a general store at Bucyrus. He later formed a

partnership with Thoron Cummings (now President

of the Grand Detour Plow C'onqiany) and others.



436 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAI'HICAL RECORD.

taking a contract to buikl a part of the Pittsburg,

Ft. Wa3'ne A Chicago Railroad iu Ohio, and after

completing the first contract, took another, engag-

ing to build the road from Chicago to Valparaiso.

Mr. Haines continued in that line of work until

18.')4 when he came to Rockford and here formed

a partnership with E. A. Kirk, buying and shipping

the first grain on the Kenosha Railroad. He con-

tin\iod actively engaged in tliat business until

1H78, and in 1880, with other gentlemen, organized

the Rockford Street Railroad Company and com-

menced the building of tlie present system of street

railways in Rockford. He was elected President

and General Manager of the companj-, which posi-

liou ho occupied for ten years. He is at tlie pres-

ent time a Hireetor of the company and Vice-

President of tlie ^Manufacturers' National Rank,

and, aside from the duties imposed by these posi-

tions, lives retired.

April 2."i, 18.'i4, Mr. Anthony Haines and Miss

^Vdeline Howse were united in marri.age. The lad}^

was liorn in Rucyrus, Ohio, April 18, 1832, and

was a daughter of Zalmon Rowse, a native of Mas-

sachusetts. Her father later removed to Crawford

County, Ohio, wiiere he purchased a tract of land,

now included in the city of Bueyrus, and resided

there until his decease. The maiden name of the

mother of Mrs. Haines was Mehitabel Kent, a na-

tive of Ala^sachusett-i, wlio departed this life at

Rucyrus. Mr. Rowso was a Whig in his politi-

cal relations and filled the various otHcial positions

in Crawford County, where he was one of the in-

fluential and prominent citizens.

The three children comprising the familj^ of Mr.

and Mrs. Haines are named, respectively, Laura,

Jessie and Frederick. Lauia married Wilfred F.

Rivers, a resident of Calgary, Northwest Territory,

Canada, and thev have two children: Edwin and
Climenia. Frederick married Minnie Bushnell and
they have one son, Anthony. They reside in a

pleasant liome at Rockford.

Mr. Haines has served as a member of the County
Biiard of Supervisors, to which position he has been

elected for eigliteen terms. His wife is a member
of the First Congregational Church, and interested

in all religious enterprises. Sociallj-, our subject is

connected witli Rockford Lodge No. 102, F. & A. M.

He has been instrumental in promoting the welfare

of the citizens of Rockford, and, while a member
of the Board of Aldermen, has aided the progress

of the material interests of the city by the inaugu-

ration and vigorous support of important measures.

bARS M. NOLING, a real-estate dealer of

\j Rockford, was born in Sweden, May 4, 1843,

i
and spent the days of his boyhood anil

3'outli in his native land. When twentj'-one years

of age he crossed the Atl.antic, landing in New
York on the 28th of June, 1864. He was the

first of his family to come to this country, but

later the father, mother, two brothers and three

sisters sought homes in the New World. The
father, John Noling, is still living at the age of

eighty years. By trade, he is a carpenter and

millwright and owned a mill in Sweden. In this

country he followed that occupation through-

out his active life. His wife, who was born March

18, 1816, died December 18, 1889. Like her hus-

liand, she was a life-long member of the Swedish

Lutheran Church.

On landing in tiiis country, our suljject came at

once to Rockford, and has since been one of its

leading and influential Swedish citizens. He be-

gan Ijy doing carpenter work for N. C. Thompson,

and after two j^ears entered the employ of his

uncle, John Nelson, the great knitting machine

inventor. He then went back to Mr. Thompson,

in whose employ he remained for more than fifteen

years, a fact which indicates his trustworthiness

and faithful discharge of duty. Subsequent!}', he

purchased eighty acres of land, all of which are now
within the city limits, and has since been engaged

in the real-estate business. The entire amount
has been laid out in city lots, with the excep-

tion of thirty acres occupied by the Rockford

LTnion P'urniture Company. He has also erected

many beautiful homes on tlie land he owns and

has done much for the upbuilding of the city. He
has been a leader among the Swedish people in

this cit3' and has been prominently connected

with many enterprises m which his countrymen

are interested. He is now President tif the Me-
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chanics' Furniture Company, whieli employs about

one hundred men; President of the Forest City

Bit and Tool Company, wliieb was organized in

1889, and employ's some twenty liands; President

of the Union Grocery Company, and President

and Director of the Roekford Manufacturing

Company-. He is President of tlie Roekford Postcii

Comjiany, a Swedish newspaper; President of the

Scandia Coal Company, and also the President of

the Roekford Furniture and Undertaking Com-

pany; Vice-President and Director of the Royal

Sewing Machine Company, and A'ice-President of

the Swedish Home and Building Association. In

political affairs, he takes an active interest and is

a stalwart su|iporter of the Republican party. He

has been a member of the Count}' Central Com-

mittee for some twelve years and does everything

in his power to further and promote the Repulilican

interests, but has never sought or desired prefer-

ment for himself, though his party has urged him

to become a (landidate for the legislature and the

count}' conventions were instructed to that end.

In this city, Mr. Noling wedded Josephine

Johnson, who was born in Skafde, Sweden, Oct-

ober 11, 1847, and is a daughter of Peter and

Mary (Walgren) Johnson, natives of the same

place. They were farming people in that locality,

and in June, 1854, in a sailing-vessel crossed the

Atlantic to Boston, landing on the 18th of Sep-

tember. They came at once to Roekford where

the father is still living. He was born October 3,

1822. His wife, who was born September 15, 1822,

died October 20, 1890. They were members of

the First Lutheran Swedish Church of this city.

Mrs. Nolan is the eldest of six children and the

only one now living. By her marriage she has

become the mother of two children, but the son,

William A., died February 18, 1890, at the age of

twenty-two. He was educated in the city schools,

had graduated from the Roekford Business College,

and was book-keeper in the Manufacturers' National

Bank. He was a promising young man and had

many friends in this city. Mary S., the daughter,

is an accomplished young lady residing with her

parents.

Mr. and Mrs. Noling and their daughter are

members of the First Swedish Lutheran Church,

of which he has l)een a Trustee for twenty-four

years, and cliaimKin of the board for twenty years.

What Mv. Noling has done fo the city can-

not ho estimated in wor<ls. It will lie seen tliat

he is connectL'(l with many of the most impor-

tant enterprises, and it is la-gel \- through his in-

dustry, good management and executive ability

that these have been successful. Fair and upright

in all his dealings, he has the confidence and re-

spect of all who know him and is highly regarded.

He came to this country a poor man but has

worked his way upward to a position of wealth

and affluence and his prosperity is truly deserved.

Mr. Noling is erecting a handsome residence at the

corner of Kishwaukee and Fourteenth Avenue, at

a cost of |!8,000, which, when completed, will be

the handsomest residence in East Roekford, it be-

ing all finished with hardwood—cherry, oak and

svcamore.

•^f/NDREW C. JOHNSON, who is Superinten-

IWu
[

dent and a Director of the Forest City

/// lli Furniture Company, is one of the promi-

(^ nent Swedish i-esidents of Roekford, where

he has made his home since 1855. He was born

in the Province of Blaken, Sweden, August 16,

1836, and when about eighteen years of age came

to America with the family, consisting of parents

and five children. They sailed on a two-mast

brig, and after a wearisome and perilous voyage of

ten weeks, landed at New York, but one of the

children. Chesty, had sickened and died during

the passage and was buried in the waters of the

Atlantic. The family came on liy the Lakes to

Chicago and a week after landing in this country

arrived in Roekford, where another daughter,

Enga, died in 1855. The father, Carl Johnson,

died in 1861, at the age of fifty-four years. He
was a well-educated man and came of a wealthy

and respectable family of Sweden. His wife sur-

vived him for four years and passed away in 1865,

at the age of fifty-four. Both were members of

the Lutheran Church. Two brothers of our sub-

ject are yet living: John, a farmer of Kans.as, and



438 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Swan, a, iiiincr (A IMdnnidutli mines of Utah. One

sister, Lissa, is the wife of Nels Pearson, an em-

ploye in tlie I-"orest City Fnrnitnre Factory of

Koeliford.

In Ills youtli, Andrew Johnson of tliis sl<eteli

learned the ealiinet-niaker's trade and followed it

in this city in the employ of others until ISC;').

In that year, in eomiiany with .lolm Xels(.in and

P. G. llolloni. he estahlished a small furniture

manufaetory, and after three years became sole

proprietor, running the business on his own ac-

count for eighteen years. He then formed a part-

nership with .1. P. Anderson ami together they

continued operations until ISTO, when their liusi-

ness w.as merged into the furniture business, with

Mr. Johnson at the head. Mr. Johnson was at once

made chief Su])erinteDdent. which position lie still

holds. He is also a Director and one of the chief

stockholders. They emiiloy from two hundred to

three hundred men,aiul this industry is one of the

leading enter|irises of the city. The furniture in-

terests have <-hietly been develoiied by the Swed-

ish [leople, not the least of whom is our subject.

In fact, he has been connected with the business

from its beginning in Poekford, all of the other

factories having grown out of this or been estab-

lished since it was started.

Mr. Johnson has lieen twice married. In this

city he wedded Mary Ilokinson, a native of Sweden,

who came to the United States in 1854, and dieil

twenty years Later, leaving three children: Hilda

S., who was married Init is now deceased; Caroline,

wife of Aug Sandeen, a clerk in the employ of

Stewart iV Co.. and Theodore, a practical carver

and designer, who is emidoyed as foreman of the

carving department of the Forest City Furniture

Company. For liis second wife, Mr. Johnson

chose JMiss llilma A. Zeleem, wlu) was born in

Sweden and when a young lady came to this

country. Three children grace the second union:

Alma ()., Caroline and Dwinnie E. Mr. Johnson

and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church,

of which he served as Deacon for three rears and

is now Trustee. In politics, he is a stalwart Re-

publican and has served .as Supervisor of the

Sixth Ward.

Other business interests, in connection with the

Forest City Furnilure Company, engross the .atten-

tion of our subject, lie is a stockholder in the Rock-

ford Manufacturing Company and also in the Elec-

tric Manufacturing Company of this city. His busi-

ness career has been a success and through his

own efforts, good nian.agement and perseverance,

he has worked his way upward to a position of

affluence. He now has a valualile property and

has built a pleasant home on the corner of Eighth

Street and Ninth Avenue, where with his fainil}'

he now resides.

LP.ERT G. WALKER. Wc are pleased to

jiresent the sketch of this honored resident

'//
'£ of Rockford to our readers—one who has

i(l aided greatly in its growth .and develop-

ineut. He w.as born in Foster, Providence County,

P. I., M.ay 28, 1810, .and is a son of Peleg Walker,

also a native of that ])lace, as was also his father,

William Walker. The grandfather of our subject

owned a farm in Foster and was engaged in its

cultivation throughout life.

Peleg Walker was reared and married in his na-

tive town, which continued to be his pl.acc of resi-

dence until his decease in 1H22. He was for a

number of years a member of a company which man-

ufactured cotton goods. He married Mary I'otter,

who was born in the same town as w.as her hus-

band, and was the daughter of AVilliam and Mary

(Arnold) Potter. Our subject began at the .age of

eighteen years to learn the trade of a millwright,

which line of work he followed for two years, and

then was employed m the capacity of a carpenter

by one man for eleven years, in ISrooklyn, Wind-

ham County, Conn. He later engaged as a eon-

tr.actor and builder there, where he was successfully

employed until 1856, when he came West to visit

this country, journeying through Wisconsin, Iowa

and Illinois, which trip occupied six weeks. After

returning home, Mr. Walker received a letter from

a friend who told him of a tract of two hundred

and forty acres of land for sale in Scott Township.

Ogle County, for a moderate sum. Our subject

purchased the land, and made a locatitm upon it in

the fall of 1851). The land when it came into his
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possession was iu its primitive ediidition, and lu' set

industriously about cluarini:; and improving it,

erecting tliereon a set of frame buildings, in which

he made his home until 1877. At thai time, he

rented a farm and came to lvoel<fiird, where he

pureh.ased prt)]ierty and erected liis [)resent com-

fortable home.

Alljcrt G. Walker and Miss Patience Remington

were united in marriage in 1832. The lady was

born iu Pawtucket, R. I., and was the daughter of

Peleg Remington. She departed this life on the

farm in Ogle County, July 13, 1870, and our sub-

ject w.as again married, this time to Emily Bissel,

the date thereof being 1872. Mrs. Walker was born

m Andover, Mass., and died in Rockford in 1888.

Our subject was again married, December 25, 1881),

to Margaret L. (Ames) Rice; she was born in On-

ondaga County, N. Y., and was the daughter of

.John and Nancy (AVilbur) Ames, and the widow

of Albert Rice. She died P\>bruary 2, 1891. Mr.

Walker became the father of the following chil-

dren by his first union: Peleg R., who is the Super-

intendent of the City Schools; Martin, now de-

ceased; John, who resides in Chicago, and Ann
Eliza, who married Eugene Moare, and is now
dead. Mr. Walker is a member of the Congrega-

tional Church, and in politics, is a Republican.

H^^'H^
\P=^-

< OHN II. HALL. The original of this biogra-

phy, and of the accompan3'ing portrait, was

born in Connecticut, in 1808, and died at

his pleasant home in Rockford, in 1882, at

the age of seventy-four years, respected by all

who knew him. He was a prominent and leading

citizen, and his death proved a loss to the entire

community. His fatlier, a Connecticut farmer, died

when John was a bo3'. His mother was afterward

again married, and in 1832 the famil3- removed to

Kingsville, Ashtabula County, Ohio, where the

mother and steiifather spent the remainder of their

lives.

John Hall there grew to manhood and was first

married, his union Ijeing with Miss Dickinson, an

estimable young lady of Ashtabula County. He
then engaged in business as a merchant and
hotel-keeper in Conneaut, Ohio, until about

18.")."), when, with his famil\-, he came to Illi-

nois, locating in Rockford. Here lie eugam'd

in the groceiy business for some \-ears, and

after acquiring a competency thereliy, retired

from active business life. He took (juile a proiiii-

nent [lart in [lulilic affairs, served as Alderman of

thi? First Ward for some lime and while a inemher

of the Cit3' Cnuiieil was on the liuildiiig and

Bridge Committee. He was also one of the School

Board and had the management of the >cliool

property under his administration. Nearly all of

the trees that now shade and adorn the public

school pro|)erties were set out under his instruc-

tion.

Mrs. Hall died in Rockford, lea\'iiig one daugh-

ter, Marj- A., now the wife of II. N. Laker, a prom-

inent attorney and real-estate dealer of RockfoKl.

Mr. Hall was again married, in Kingsville, ( )liio,

his second union being with Mrs. Mary E. Mills,

nee King, who was born in Ellington, Conn., and

when eight years of age went to Kingsville with

her parents, .Jeremiah and Esther (Ward) King,

who located on a farm, where they spent the re-

mainder of their lives. Mr. King was called to

his final rest at the age of ninety j'ears, and his

wife passed awa^- in the eighty-fourth year of her

age. Their daughter, Mary E., was reared on her

father's farm and became a teacher in the public

schools. Later she gave her hand in marriage to

William Mills, a merchant of Geneva. Oliio, who

died in that place in the prime of life.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hall have been l)orn two

children: Ilenr}', who was educated iu the city

schools, was formerly engaged in business .as a

real-estate agent iu the West, but was injured by

being thrown from a carriage, after which he re-

turned to Rockford and now makes his home with

his mother. He wedded Hattie E. Crosb}-, of this

county, who was reared in this city and educated

in the Rockford High .School, the Female Semin-

nvy of Rockford, and at Bradford, Mass. Helen,

the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hall, acquired

her earl}- education in Rockford, was afterward a

student at Gambler, Ohio, in llarcourt Place, a fe-

male seminary, from which she graduated. She is

now a teacher In the primary department of Mon-

tague.



442 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Mrs. Hall and bei' children are members of the

State Street Baptist Church. Mr. Hall belonged

to the First Congregational Church and took an

active interest in its work. In |)olitics, he was a

Republican. A man of unimpeachable cliaracter,

his integrity was above (jnestion, and he had the

confidence and re.s[)ecL of his fellow-townsmen to

the fullest degree. His wife is an estimable lady

and all wlii.i know her learn to love her.

A

<.4| )» ALTER VAN ALSTYNE a successful and

\,-J// competent contractor and builder, located

W'^ »t No. 512 Elm Street, with a fine and

commodious residence near, has made his home in

Rockford the principal part of the time since 186L

As to his skill and ability as a contractor and

builder, perhaps no greater compliment could be

paid him than to point out those monuments of

his handiwork which now grace so many of the

streets of this city. Ho has been a car|)enter, me-

chanic and builder from early youth, and is, as all

will acknowledge, an adept of high order. For a

short time he was a resident of Lincoln, Neb., and

many of the fine buildings of that city were erected

by him.

Filled with a patriotic desire to aid liis country's

cause, he enlisted in the Union army in the fall of

1862, as a private in Company D, Seventy-fourth

Illinois Infantrjr,under Col. Marsh and Capt. Doug-

las. The regiment was in the Army of the Tennes-

see, and fought at the battles of Perryville and

Stone River. Mr. Van Alstyne fought bravely in

defense of the Union, was ever at his post, and

escaped without injury. lie was honorably dis-

charged on account of disaljility, and at the 6nd

of one year of recuperation, lie joined the Ciov-

ernment C(.)nstruction Corps, with which he re-

mained in Virginia for some time, or until the war

closed.

Mr. Van Alst3'ne claims Blassachusetts as his na-

tive State, and was born at Walford, Berkshire

County, in 184"). He remained there until about

nineteen years of age, when he came to Rockford,

having learned the carpenter's trade before lie lefL

Massachusetts. His fatlier, Lawrence Van Alstyne,

was a native of Dutchess County, N. Y., and came

of sturdy Dutch ancestr}^ his forefathers being pio-

neers of the Mohawk Valley, N. Y., where the fam-

ily was well known and very prominent, the}' hav-

ing lived through the Indian troubles of that day.

Lawrence Van Alst3'ne learned the mechanic's trade

and builder while growing up, and followed this

for a number of jears in his native county. He
selected his wife from Dutchess County, a iMiss

Eliza Crandall, who was born and reared in the

same county, and who was a descendant of one of

the old pioneer families of Dutchess County. Not
many years after their marriage, Mr. Van Alstyne

and wife moved to Berkshire County, Mass., and

there the former breathed his last in 1864, when

about sixty 3rears of age. He liad been a skillful

mechanic, a quiet, worthy citizen, and one who was

universally respected. His wife, who is yet living

and who bas remained faithful to his memory, is

now living with a daughter, Mrs. Julius Corbett,

of Canaan, Conn. She is now about eighty years

of age and is prominently identified with the

Methodist Church.

Our subject is the second son and child of eight

children born to his parents, seven of whom are

yet living and married. One resides in the Lone

Star State and five make their home in the East.

Walter Yan Alst^-ne, of this sketch, was married in

Rockford to Miss Mary Blanchard, who was born

in Illinois, in the county of Joe Daviess, and who

was reared and educated in Winnebago County.

She is a lady possessed of many brilliant attain-

ments and was a teacher for a number of years be-

fore marriage. Their union has been blessed by

the birth of two children, both sons: Walter V.,

was educated in the High School and is book-

keeper in the Rockford City Railroad oflice, and

Ray B., also educated in the High School.

Mrs. Van Alst^-ne's father,Rev. Richard Blanchard,

was a native of New York, and a man of education.

In early life he became a clergyman in the Method-

ist Episcopal Church, and emigrated to Illinois

when that State was sparsely settled. He was a

pioneer preacher and one of the early circuit riders,

and followed his ministerial duties until his death,

wiiich occurred while he was in lielvidere, ISoone
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CouQty, although he was residing and preaching

at St. Charles, 111. He died ver}^ suddenly of par-

alysis of the heart. He was a man possessed of

many virtues of mind and heart aud liad a host

of acquaintances and friends in North Illinois,

where his life work was performed. His wife, who

is still living, finds a pleasant home with her

daughter, Mrs. Van Alstyne, aud is a well-informed

lady, being an extensive reader. She is now about

sixty-five years of age. Her maiden name was

Mary E. Brooks. She has ever been a devoted

Christian woman and is possessed of many virtues.

The original of this notice and his worthy wife

are members of the Court Street Methodist Episco-

pal Church and are well respected in the com-

munit}-. Mr. Van Alstyne is a Republican in his

political principles, and is a member of the G. W.

L. Nevins Post, G. A. R., No. 1, and is ex-Senior

Vice-Commander. He is also a member of the

Masonic order. Blue Lodge, Star in the East No.

166, and is High Priest of "Winnebago Chapter

No. 24, in which he has filled all the chairs. He is

Past Eminent Commander of Crusader Command-
ery No. 17, and is a member of the Woodmen and

Workmen Insurance orflers.

^^jEOllGE LEAMAN is classed among the

III f—^ leading agriculturists of Elora Township,

^^ij Boone County', where he has a finely-im-

proved farm. He was born in Licking County,

Ohio, July 5, 1820, and is the son of Daniel Lea-

man who had his birth in Philadeljjhia, Pa., where

also his father, Jacob Leaman, was born, and, as far

as is known, spent his entire life.

The father of our subject learned the trade of a

carpenter in the Quaker City and a few years

after his marriage removed to Licking County,

where he purchased a small farm seventeen miles

from Newark. There he was engaged in carrying

on his farm aud prosecuting his trade until his

decease. The lady to whom he was married was

Miss Mary Waggner, also a native of Philadelphia,

Pa., and the daughter of John and Polly Waggner;
she departed this life in Licking County.

George Leaman of this sketch was reared and

educated in his native county, and when twenty-

three years of age came to this county, starting

hither on the 4th of September, 1843, in com[)any

with Benjamin Marble, who furnished tlie buggy

wliile our subject supplied the horse. After driv-

ing a distance of fifty miles from home, tliey s(miI

tiie horse back and started on foot with all their

possessions in a satchel. They walked twenty

miles to Lake Huron, where they embarked nn n

steamer which conveyed them to Canada. They

then went by way of railroad toWindsor, from there

to Detroit, then across the .State of Michigan to

St. Joseph by means of the railroad, and thence by

steamer to Chicago. At that time the Garden

City was little more than a village and as there

were iio railroads in the Ideality, the gentlemen

hired a team to take them to Ottawa, III. The
horses being mired before the3-got out of the city,

they at once abandoned the teams and walked to

that place, where they remained for four weeks.

At the end of that time, Mr. Leaman and his com-

panion came to Boone County, this time on horse-

back, Mr. Marble having borrowed an animal

which one would ride two miles and then walk

that distance while the other rode. In that man-

ner they made the journey in one day to this

county.

At the time Mr. Leaman came hither, the coun-

try was sparsely settled and the greater [lortion of

the land was still owned by the Government. He
had often heard of Hicks' Mills, which hesuppo.sed

to be a village, Init on going hither found it con-

tained a sawmill and two log houses. Our suljjeet

and his friend Mr. Marble on arriving there were

very hungry after their long journey from Ottawa

and asked for something to eat at one of the

houses. A lady took some cornmeal and mixed it

with water which was placed on a lioard before

the open fire to bake. That witii stmie fried pork

constituted their supper.

Our subject spent the first winter in Boone

County with a brother and the following s[)i'ing

commenced to work in a gristmill on the Kish-

waukee River. About a year later, he bought

eighty acres of Government land, on section 29,

Flora Township, which he located upon and oper-

ated. He also worked at his trade as a millwright
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for two years, as lie fouiiil farming ver^' slow work

there being no railroads for man3' years, so tliat

the people were C()ini)elled to haul their grain to

Chicago to iiiaiket. Mr. Leanian later worked at

the earpenter's trade, still residing on the farm, a

part of wliit-h is still owned. In 18.S3, he rented

his estate and piuehascd his present home on see-

tion 21.

.Tannary 1, l.S 1 1 , our sulijeet and Deborah Ben-

nett, who was liorn in Genesee County, N. Y.,

were nnite<l in niari'iage. Blrs. ]>eaman was the

daughter of Alva and Lottie Bennett and died

June 5, lbS.s. Mis. Lucy M. (Ilungerford) Rossiter,

the lady to whom our subject was united in mar-

riage, December 30, 18',)1, was born in Carpenter,

Chenango County, N. Y., March 15, 1835. Her fa-

ther, Bele Ilungerford, was a native of the Empire

State and was the son of James and Rachel Ilun-

gerfoid, natives of Massachusetts. Her father in

18tl emigrated to the Territory of "Wisconsin

where he piuchased a tract of land in Rock

County. He imi)roved a farm of one hundred and

sixty acres, upon which he resided until 1882,

when he went to Minnesota and there departed

this life in April, ISfSl; his wife died in December

of that year. Mrs. Leauian w.as first married in

Wisconsin to Edward S. Rossiter, a native of Eng-

land, who was brought by his parents to America

when two years of age. He was a stone and brick

mason by trade and died in 1880. By her union

with Mr. Kossiter one daughter was born, Georgia

L. The first marriage of our subject resulted in

the birth of the following-named seven children:

Clias. \V., Charlotte, Silas, Francis, Mary, William

and Fred.

-^—

L-^^^HOMAS J. DEUWENT. As an evidence of

the immense sti ides of the manufacturing

and coiiimercini interests of the city of

Rockford in the last decade (.)r two, no better in-

stance can lie produced than the vast progress

made by the T. J. Derwent Manufacturing Com-
pany, of which Mr. Derwent is President. This

company produces sash, doors, liliuds, etc., and all

kinds of house-finishing sup|ilies. and is run by

water power. Twenty-five men are eni|)lo.yed all

the time and this is one of the leading industries

of the kind in Rockford. The business was es-

tablished by Mr. Derwent in 18G(), and was car-

ried on in his name until January 1, 18',)0, when it

was iiieori)orated and he was made President.

His father, Thomas Derwent, was Vice-President

until his death on the 9th of October, 181)1, and a

brother of our subject, Luther, is now Secretary

and Treasurer.

Mr. Derwent was one of the promoters and is

ex-President and Director of the Skandia Furni-

ture Company, and a prominent stockholder in the

same. He is also Alderman of the Third Ward,

and is now filling his seventh consecutive term.

He is one of the city 's most progressive and public-

spirited citizens, and one of its oldest settlers,

having located here as early as 18.VJ, and has been

a resident of the county since 1842.

His birth occurred in Rochester, Yates County,

N. Y., on the 14lh of September, 1811, and he is

of English descent, his father, Thomas Derwent,

having been a native of Derbyshire, England, born

April 8, 1809. The latter grew to manhood in

ShelHcld and Manchester, was married in the Old

Country, and later,with his wife, father, mother and

other members of the family, came to the United

States, sailing from Liverpool and landing in

New York City in 1840. There they remained

about a year, and, then, in 1842, came Westward

to Illinois, settling on a new farm in Pecatonica

Township, where they soon had a comfortable

hfinie. Later, Thomas Derwent established a saw

and grist mill in Durand Township and there re-

mained until 1859, when he moved his business

to Rockford, continuing the same until 1881, when

he sold out. He was a well-known and prominent

man of the city and was at one time Supervisor of

the Third Ward. In politics, he was an active

Republican, and, in religion, he was a worthy

member of the Second Congregational Church.

His parents both died in this county when full of

years. Their names were Thomas and Hannah

(Bradwell) Derwent, respectively, and they were

classed among the best citizens of the county.

The wife of Thomas Derwent (father of our sub-

ject) w.as formerly Miss Betsy Garsidc, and she
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now resides at the old home place, No. 310 South

Church Street, Rockfoid. She was boni in Eu";-

laiul and married there, and snon .\(lvv emiifrated

with herliusbaud to America. Slie is 7iow eighty-

two years of age. Slie was reared an Episcopalian.

Thomas J. Derwent was married in Rockford to

Miss p]mma Walling, a native of the Km[)ire Stale,

but who came to Rockford with her |)arenls, De-

witt C. and Harriet A. (Boyee) Walling, when

quite young. Her father was a builder and archi-

tect by trade and was an industrious, upright citi-

zen. Both parents are now deceased, their deaths

occurring in this county, and both held member-

ship in the Methodist P^piscopal Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Derwent became the parents of one

child, Albert, a bright, promising young man, who

died when nineteen years of age. Both are worthy

members of the Christian Union Church. Socially,

Mr. Derwent is a member of the Blue Lodge, Chap-

ter and Commandery, A. F. it A. M.,of Rockford,

and is also a member of the Ancient Order of

United Workmen. In polities, he is a Democrat.

r-^RRIN B. INGALLS, deceased, came to Boone

County in 1851. He was a gentleman

^ whose life demonstrated the fact that perse-

verance and zeal will prevail to conquer circum-

stances and gain a competence for him who exer-

cises those qualities. He owned an excellent farm

in Belvidere Township, which his son managed,

and made his home in the village until April 10,

1889, the date of his decease.

The lady whom Mr. Ingalls married, December

25, 1845, was Miss Nancy H. Smith, who was born

December 14, 1816, in Denmark, Oxford County,

Me. Her father, John P. Smith, was a native

of Exeter, N. H., where, it is supposed, his father.

Rev. Joseph Smith, was born. He was a preacher

in the Baptist Church and held a charge in Corn-

ish, Me., where his decease occurred at the age of

forty-five years.

The father of Mrs. Ingalls was a joung man
when his parents removed to the Pine Tree State,

where he was given a good education and for a

time was engaged in teaching school. Later he

20

began farming and soon after his marriage engaged

in the lumber business, in which he was more than

ordinarily successful. From Cornish he removed to

Denmark, where he was residing at the time of his

death, in January, 1841. The maiden name of his

wife was Nancy Hayes. She had her birth in

Dover, N. II., and departed this life at Belvidere

in 18(i5. John P. Smith was reared in a Baptist

Cluireh but later joined the Congregationalists

and was an influential memlier of that bod}' until

ills decease. The family, in which Mrs. Ingalls

was the fourth in order of birth, iKjre the res|iect-

ive names of. Oliver iM. P., Joseph. Elizabeth,

Charlotte and Clarissa. She was given a good ed-

ucation in her native town and later attended the

academy at Freyburg and also at Xorth Bridgton,

Me.

Our subject was liorn in Denmark, Me., Novem-
lior 2ti, 1811). He was one of the prominent mer-

chants in his native place and resided there until

1851 at which time he came to Boone County.

He and his wife became the parents of one son,

Rufus, who was born June 11, 1847. He married

Miss Emily Dun well, and died April 7, 18«'.i. leav-

ing two children, Clara and Gertrude. Our sub-

ject was a prominent member of the Presljyterian

Church in Belvidere, where he was held in high

esteem by those to whom liis character and attain-

ments were known. Mrs. Ingalls is also identified

witli the Presb3'terian Church and is a lady of

kindly and hospitable nature.

Their many friends who hold their meinory

dear will be pleased li.i notice in this connection

the lithographic portraits of Orriii B. Ingalls and

his son Rufus.

RIN ST. JOHN, who for eight years has en-

gaged in carrying on the Chicago, Burling-

ton ct (Juincy Eating House, and who is

numbered among the early settlers of Rockford of

1853, is a native of Weedsport, N. Y., born in

1816. He comes of an old New England family that

was founded in America long prior to the Revolu-

tionar}' War. His father, John St. .lohn, was a
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native of Coniiecliciit, Imt ri'iimved In C';iyujra

Count_v, N. Y., wbcrc ho died at the adxanced age

of nearly ninety years. As a fanner, he lived

a quiet, nnassuiiiinii- life and was respected by

all who knew liini. In iidlitics. he was a Whig

and anti-lNIasdn, and in religious lielief was a Bap-

tist. His wife, whose mnideii name was Emmarilla

Bristol, was also a consistent nu'inlier of the I'.ap-

tist Church, and her earnest Christian life won her

the love of all.

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood of our subject. After attaining to

mature years in the county of his nativity, he led

to the marriage altar Bliss Eliza M. Baylis, who

was there born and reared, and is a sister of Mrs.

1\. C. Jilson, whose sketch ap]iears on another page

of this work. Their union has been blessed with

two children, who are yet living. Four others are

deceased, three having died at about the same time

of scarlet fever. Marshall B. is now a member of

the firm known as the Rhodes-Utter Manufactur-

ing Company, of which he is Secretary. He was

also private secretary to the late Levi Rhodes, of

whose estate he is now administrator. He wedded

Ella Day, of this city, and they have a pleasant

home on North Court Street. Addie L., the only

living daughter of Mr. and Mrs. St. John, is one of

the finest vocalists in Roekford. She is now a mem-

ber of the choir in tlie Second Congregational

Church. For nine years she was a successful

teacher in the Roekford Female Seminary. She

received the best vocal instructions to be obtained

in this State, and has just recently completed her

musical education in a large conservatory of music

ill London, under the instruction of Prof. Shakes-

peare.

Mr. St. John first came to Roekford in 1853, and

began business as a member of tlie grocery firm of

St. John & Jilson. After some years the partner-

ship was dissolved, and he began business on his

own account. As before stated, he has run the eat-

ing house for the past eight years, and has met

with most excellent success, his establishment be-

ing well wortliy of tlie liberal patronage which it

receives. Mr. St. .John is recognized as one of the

leading and vahK'd citizens of the community, as

well as one of the early settlers. He now resides

at his pleasant home on Horseman Street, where he

has a double house, part of whicli is rented. In

politics, he supports the Republican party. His

wife is a nieml)er of the Baptist Church, and lioth

have many friends throughout the community and

rank high in social circles.

ATTHEW BLAIR, who is engaged in the

ojieration of his eighty-acre farm on sec-

ticui ;>L Cherry ^'allcy 'I'ownship, was

l)orn ill Scotland in 1«2H, and is a son of

John and Jennie (Barr) Blair, tiotli of whom were

natives of Argyleshire, Scotland. They came to

America in 1852. Two years previous, at the age

of twenty-two years, our subject had bade good-

bye to home and friends, and with seven young-

neighbors of Canlpllellto^vn, took passage on the

sailing-vessel, " Sarah." They called the boat "The

Lazy Sarah," as the voyage lasted for eight long

weeks. From New York he and his comrades went

by boat to Albany, and by canal to Buffalo. On one

of these trips they saw for the first time a field of

corn, then in silk, and one of the 3'oung men,

plucking some of it, rubbed it in his hands as he

would wheat or barley, to see what kind of seed it

grew. At Buffalo, Mr. Blair .and others of the

party, took a steamer to Sanduskj-, Ohio, and from

there went to Cincinnati by the Little iMiami Rail-

road, then the only railroad into that city. Our

subject there tried to find W(,)rk, but failing,

he walked to a country village named Reading,

and hired to Richard Jackson, a Scotch farmer, for

$10 per month. He worked for that gentleman

for two years, and then spent about a 3-ear in the

employ of Jerry Dunn, an extensive agriculturist.

In August, 1853, JMr. Blair was joined in wed-

lock with Miss Anna Clark, for whom he had sent

to his own native heath. She is a daughter of

Samuel and Margaret (Terapleton) Clark, farming

people of Argyleshire. The young couple removed

from Ohio to Boone County, Ky., where Mr. Blair

took charge of the farm of Istiac Stroub. Two
years later, in 1850. he removed with liis wife .and

two children to Middletown, Ohio, where he

worked in a paper mill. lie learned the business.
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and received 113 per week, but in 1880 he gave

up that position, and, with liis family, c:iine to Ill-

inois, locating upon his present farm in C'lici-iy

Valley Township. It has now Ijeeii his home foi'

about twelve ^ears. In connection with general

fanning he raises some fine Durham cattle, and

keeps on hand eight cows for dairy purposes. The

butter made finds a ready sale in the Uockford

market on account of the excellent (pialitv.

Mr. and Jlrs. Blair have lost two daughters:

Margaret, who was born September 3, 18.54, and

died at the age of seven weeks; and IMargaret. the

second of that name, who was born November 14,

l.s(jl,and died March 11, 1864. The living chil-

dren of the family are: .John C; Flora J., wife of

Thomas Skinner, of Harlem Township; .Jennie;

Samuel, a machinist of Ohio; William A., a rail-

road .agent of Irene, and iMatthew, at home.

The parents of this family are members of the

Presbyteri.an Church, and are highly' respected peo-

ple. In politics, Mr. Blair is a Republican, having

supported that party since he cast his first vote for

Abraham Lincoln in 1861. He is a jniblic-spirited

and progressive citizen, and one who takes an act-

ive interest in all that pertains to the welfare of

the community.

S. HOLTGHTON, who is now practically

living a retired life at his pleasant home
at No. 601 Avon Street, is numbered .among

the honored pioneers of Winnebago Count}',

where he located in 1841. He was born in Sara-

toga, N. Y., and is descended from good old Rev-

olutionary stock. His grandfather, Nathaniel

Houghton, w.as a Revolutionary soldier from Lo-

well, Mass., and his two brothers, p]phraini and

Jonas, also aided the Colonies in their struggle for

independence. The Houghton family cnme to

this country from Lancaster, England, but they

espoused the cause of their adopted land and

proved themselves loyal American citizens.

The father of our subject, Tilley Houghton, was

born in JLassachusetts and removed to Saratoga

County, N. Y., where he married Miss Lucy Mitch-

ell, daughter of Thomas Mitchell, who served as a

Colonel in the British army during the Revolution,

and with Burgoyne was captured at tlic battle of

Saratoga. Sin.' was born near Woodstock, Wiiidxir

Count}', Yt.. where her girlhood days were pas.st'd,

after which she went to New York with her par-

ents.

Mr. and Airs, IIought(Ui licgan their domestic life

in Corinth Township, Saratoga Couiitv, where he

owned and operated a good farm for many years.

He died at the age of seventy-eight years. In pol-

itics, he was a Whig and was a man of sterling

worth. After his death, Mrs. Houghton came West

and died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. D.ayton,

in Rockford, at the age of sixty-nine years. In

early life she was a r)a[)tist. but afterward joined

the Methodist Chui-ch. She lived a consistent

Christian life and won the love of all who knew

her.

As liefore staled, .T. S. Houghton came to this

county in 18 1 1, and f<ir a nuinlicr of \-ears gave

his attention to farming and sl(.ick-raising. At one

time, he was the most extensive farmer in the

county, owning a farm of nine hundred acres. At

length he abandoned that work ami in I.S(;6 re-

moved to Rockford, where he has since resided.

Here he has engaged in various kinds of specula,

tion and in his undertaking has been very success-

ful, accumulating thereby' a handsome i)roi)erty

which now numbers him among Rock ford's wealthy

citizens.

After coming to the West, Mr. Houghton was

joined in wedlock to Miss Philomela Pettibone, a

native of the p]inpire State, who came to Winne-

bago County when a young lady of twenty-one

3'ears. Her father, Doris Pettibone, was a native

of New York. He had several brothers, all of whom
were ministers and prominently connected with

missionary work. Rev. F. I. Pettibone is now
Chairman of the Board of Missionaries and Trans-

laters, with headquarters at Constantinople, and is

well known in missionary circles throughout the

world.

Unto Mv. and Mrs. Houghton were born three

children: Frances, who became the wife of John M.

Cochran, died in Colorado, leaving one son, John,

who resides with his father, a cattle-dealer and

rancher of that State. The two living daughters.
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Florence and Kittle ;\I., reside with their father.

The mother of this family died November 17,

18.S4, at tlie age of lifty-four years. She |iroved a

true and faithful lu'l|iinate to her husliand and was

also a consistent memliei- of tin- Congreijational

Chm-ch. Her loss was mourned liy many friends,

as well as by her immediate family.

In politics. iMr. Houghton is a stalwart Hepub-

licjin. His success in business has been most

marked, winning him a handsome iiro[)erty, and at

the same time he has gained the confidence and

good-will of all by his fair dealing and upright

life.

\?^RANK H. KIMBALL. M. 1). The medical

Uito* profession is ably represented in the city of

/Iv Rockford by the gentleman whose name

introduces this biographical notice and who has

already a good reputation as a successful physician

and skilled surgeon. At once after graduating

from Chicago Medical College, he located in this

city, and during twelve years he has devoted him-

self to his profession. Before entering upon the

study of medicine, he received a liberal literary

education. Those who are acquainted with him

will bear witness to his lieing an honorable, oon-

scientious physician, who, by hard study and in-

domitable energ3', has become tlmroughly conver-

sant with the details of his profession.

For the history of the father of our snliject,

Henry P. Kimball, the reader is referred to his

sketch, whicli appears elsewhere in this volume.

He was a prominent and highl3--esteeined citizen

of Rockford, and his death, whicli occurred at the

asylum in Ellgin, whither he had gone for treatment

for chronic abscess of the brain, at the age of fifty-

nine j'ears, was sincerel_v mourned by his compan-

ions of many j^ears. He was liberal in his religious

views, upright in his life, and inherited the tlirift

of a long line of New England ancestors.

A life-long citizen of Rockford, Dr. Frank II.

Kimball was here born, July 13, IS.'iS. His bo.y-

hood days were passed in the public schools of the

city and in the High School, after which he entered

the ITniversity of INIiehiiian at Ami Ailior, and

graduated from that institution in 1877. He at

once commenced the stud3- of medicine, entering

the Chicago Medical College, from which he grad-

unted in 1880. He is one of the promoters and

managers of Rockford City Hospital and takes an

active interest in the welfare of the city.

The marriage of Dr. Kimball to Miss Henrietta

T. Kirk took place in Rockford, in January, 1881.

The lady who on that day became the wife of our

subject was born in Rockford, here acquired a

good education in the city schools and is now
numbered among the accomplished and cultured

ladies of the place. Her father, E. A. Kirk, was

born in Maryland, but removed AVest when a

young man, late in the '30s, and improved a farm

in Winnebago County. He was at one time a suc-

cessful grain buyer and has been associated with

the growth of the city. He was here married to

Miss Rachel Dennis, a native of Canada, who came

to the States and settled in Illinois about the time

of her husband's removal. They are the parents

of three children, but Mrs. Kimball is the only sur-

vivor. .Josephine married Samuel Kerr, an attorney

in Chicago and an es-Alderman of that city. They

became the parents of three children, one of whom
is deceased. Mrs. Kerr is also deceased.

fS^ IIARLES H. SPAFFORD, an old resident,

is now living retired at his present home

located at No. 206 Madison Street. He is

an old settler of Winnebago County, having come

here as early as 1839 and during most of that time

has made the city of Rockford his home.

Previous to making a permanent settlement in

this county, our subject had visited this locality,

and was so favorably impressed with the outlook

that he decided to make this place his home. He
was acconii)anied hither by a friend, A'olney A.

Marsh, they making the trip via the canals and

lake to Chicago. Here they secured a conveyance

which took them to Joliet. They remained in that

then village for a short time and then decided to

take a direct route t(_i Rockfonl. As before men-

tioned, deciding to nialcc his future home in this

county, IMr. Spafford returned home by the same
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route which he had taken when journeying hither,

and in 1840, in eomi)an\' with his brothers, .Toim

and Catlin, and his l3)-olher-in-Ia\v, .lasen Marsh,

returned to Illinois, making tlie trip overland from

Adams, N. Y., and after a long and tedious journey

located in Rockford. They purchased land in

what is now known as the Orove Farm, which was

three miles south of Rockford on the Kishwaukce

Road, and which is now owned by Ed. jMorley. Our

part}' of }'Oung men formed a sort of sjaidicate

and commenced cultivating the land, in which they

were verj' successful. A few years later, they

moved into the citj- of Rockford, where our sub-

ject has since made his home and has aided greatly

in the development and upbuilding of the city.

He became interested in many valuable enterprises,

being one of the promoters of the seminarj* of this

place which was organized in 1848 and conducted

according to plans drawn by Miss Anna P. Sill, of

New York. Blr. Spafford was elected the first

Secretary and Clerk of the P^secutive Committee

of what afterward became the Rockford Female

Seminar\% and was one of the first Directors.

Mr. Spafford was appointed Postmaster under

Tyler and Grant and has alwa3's been active in

political affairs, for many j-ears voting a straight

Republican ticket. Now, however, he is in s_ym-

pathy with the Free Trade party. He h.as held

many prominent positions within the gift of his

fellow-townsmen and was elected Circuit Clerk of

the count}-, which position he held for three suc-

cessive terms, aggregating ten years. He has al-

ways been a careful, conscientious business man
and was one of the prime movers in getting the

Kenosha Railroad, which was later purchased by

the Northwestern Road, to run through this city.

He served the company first as Direclor, then as

Vice-President and later as Superintendent. He
was public-spirited and gave liberally of his time

and means in forwarding the best interests of his

community. He erected the Commercial Block,

and in company with others l.iuilt the Metropoli-

tan Block, in addition to which he was the owner

of real-estate in the city and many farms through-

out the county.

Charles H. Spafford was born in Jefferson Count}-,

N. Y., .lanuary 6, 1819, and was a son of Dr. John

.Spafford, who was a prominent physician of good

old New England slock. The latter-named gentle-

man was a young man when he began life as a

physician and surgeon in Adams, N. Y., and there

departed this life at the age of forty-fnur years.

The maiden name of his wife was Lucy Moore,

a native of ^'ermllnt and also of English descent.

She survived her worthy iuisband six years, and

died firm in tlie faith of the Congregational

Church.

He of whom we write was tiie eldest son and

second child of his parents" famil}" of four chil-

dren. The eldest of the family, Harriet, died while

residing in Rockford, having been married to Col.

Jasen Marsh, who was for man}' years a prominent

attorney in Rockford, and who obtained his title

through valiant service in the rebellion, being a

Colonel of the Seventy-fourth Illinois Infantry.

The brothers of our subject are John and A. Cat-

lin, the latter the President of the Third National

Bank, and the former President of the Rockford

Wire Company, the Lubricating Oil Company, a

lumber company and a suspender company.

Mr. Spafford received a collegiate education at

Castleton, Yt., where he was prepared to follow

the profession of a lawyer, but, deciding to come

West, the current of his life was thus changed. He
was married to Miss Abby Warren, a native of

Maine and the daughter of Joseph Warren. Her

father was a son of Dr. John Warren, who was

Surgeon-General in Washington's army and a

brother of Gen. .Joseph Warren, of Revolutionary

fame. Dr. John Warren was also a prominent

phj'sician and surgeon of Boston, Mass., where his

decease occurred. His son, Joseph Warren, the fa-

ther of Mrs. Spafford, received a fine education at

Cambridge, Mass., and devoted the greater portion

of his life to looking after the vast interests of his

father, and died in the prime of life when his

daughter Ablij- was but five j-ears of age. Joseph

Warren married Miss Abigail Whittier, a native of

New Hampshire and a descendant of the same

family as was .lulni (i. Whittier. She survived her

husband and came to Rockford, where she departed

this life in her eightieth year.

Mrs. Abby Spafford was given a good education

and has aided her husband greatly in attaining
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his present high standing in fln.inoi.al circles. She

lias one sister living. Miss Mary Warren, who is

residing in Arizona. Mr. Spafford is a iirominent

member of the First Congregational Chnrch, of

which he is a charter member. His wife, however,

is a Unitarian. ( )f the four children Ijorn to them,

one, Mary, died at tiie age of nine years: Carrie is

the wife of Frederick K. F.rett, a salesman for

Marshall Field A Co. 's Wholesale House, of Chi-

cago; Charles H., .Tr., a most ]iromising young
man, is still under the parental ro(.if, and is en-

gaged principall}' in looking after his father's

large real-estate interests in Rockford, the latter

having propert}' in the First Ward, known as

Spafford 's Addition; Eugenia is Mrs. Charles H.

(iodfrey; her hnsliand is a clothier of Rockford, in

which business lie h.as been veiy successful.

<^ l^n.LIAJI C. R. .TAYNES, M. D. Although

\/iJ//
'**'" 'l^it^o young in his profession, and

^\y iiiilerd in years, this gentleman is rapidly

building up for himself a reputation as a skilled

plnsici.an which gives promise of leading him to a

front rank ere many 3'ears shall have passed over

his head. He is a close student, and his quickness

of apprehension, his mental culture and his hon-

orable character, give him popularity* in society

and a reputable name among his lellow-men.

Dr. .Taynes has been a resident of Durand since

.June, 1888. He was born in Mobile, Ala., .Janu-

ary 7, 1856, and is a son of Jlortimer D. and Maria

L. (Bartlett) .la^iies, natives of A'ermont. His pa-

ternal grandfather, Daniel .Jaynes, lived and died

in St. Albans County, that State. Tlie father of

our subject came West when a young man, and

was married in Beloit, Wis. He was also a ph\'si-

cian, and sv.as a graduate <:if the university at Fiur-

lington, Vt.

After his marriage, Mortimer D. .Taynes removed

to Mobile, Ahi., where he engaged in the insurance

business, continuing to be so employed until the

ou break of the Civil War. He then seat his fam-

ily North, intending to follow them as soon as he

could settle up his liusiness. He never came, and

it is supiHised he was killed. Tiie mother of our

suliject returned to Wisconsin and resided with her

fatiier, who was a farmer, and an early settler near

Keloit. She makes her home at present on Locust

Street in that city.

The early life of our subject was passed in

Beloit, where he received an excellent schooling,

and when fifteen years of age learned the trade of

machinist, which he followed for seven years. He
then entered the preparatory department of the

college at Beloit, .and followed the course of study

in that institution for three years, with the excep-

tion of a short time e.ach j'ear when he worked at

his trade in order to secure money to enable him

to pursue his studies. Mr. Jaynes was graduated

from the Chicago Homeopathic Medical College

with the Class of '82, and immediately after re-

receiving his degree located in Beloit and practiced

medicine for four years. At the expiration of that

time, he took a post-graduate course, and in the

winter of 1886-67 devoted his entire time to the

care of one patient at Eden Prairie, Minn.

In 1888, Dr. Jaynes located in Durand, where he

represented the homeopathy school, being their

only representative between Beloit and Freeport.

Our suliject was married. May 20, 1888, to Emma
E., daughter of Henry P. and Paulena (Hawson)

.Tohnson, natives of Denmark, where they were

married, and in 1849 emigrated to the I'nited

States. Mr. and Jh's. J(_ihnson located in Wiscon-

sin, where the former worked at his trade of a

miller. He later moved to Sterling, this State,

where he pursued his trade, and then making his

home for a short time in Rockford, again returned

to Beloit. wliicli is his present place of residence.

They are the parents of two children: Mrs Ja_ynes,

and Victor A., who was born in Sterling, this

Slate, August 7, 1856, and follows the trade of his

father at Beloit. Mrs. Jaynes was l)orn also in

Sterling, April 3, ISoO. She is a member in good

standing of the Baptist Church, and is a lady

greatly respected in society.

Dr. Jaynes, in his political views, is an adherent

of the Republican party, and in local affairs is a

member of the Village Board. Socially, he is iden-

tified with Durand Lodge No. 302, A. F. & A. M.;

Beloit Chapter No. 9, R. A. M.; Beloit Council No.

9, R. & A. M.; Beloit Commandery No. 6, K. T.;
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Temple Lodge No. 42, A. O. U. W., and Beloit

Camp No. 348, M. W. A. He is also a member of

the Homeopath}' JMedical Society of AViscoiisin,

.and devotes his entire time and attention to tlie

practice of his profession.

^fOIIN P. CURTIS, dealer in old iron, rags,

etc., ifec, is doing business at No. 214 North

Madison Street, and he also has a large vin-

'^^/f) egar manufacture', on Kishwaukee Street,

just outside tlie citj' limits. He owns valuable

property on this street and a good, comfortable

home. He gives his entire thought and attention

to his business enterprises and is a man of cliarac-

ter and energy.

Mr. Curtis claims New Hampshire as his native

State, and was born in Winchester in 18.35, being

a descendant of New England stoclt. His father,

Bradbery Curtis, died in his native county and

State when fiftj'-two years of age, and was a farmer

and lumberman by occupation His wife, wlio re-

cently died, lived in Sunderland, Vt., lier maiden

name being Harriet Codding. Her fatlier served

in the War of the Revolution. She had been a

worthy member of the Methodist Church all tier

life.

John P. Curtis, the eldest of nine children, seven

of whom are living, is the only one of the family

to locate in Illinois. He first left the parental

roof to euter New York State and remained in

Cambridge, Washington County, of that State, for

eighteen jears. In 1882, became to Rockford, es-

tablished ills present business, and has succeeded

beyond his most sanguine expectations, keeping

as man}' as twelve or fourteen wagons on tlie road

all the time.

He was married near Cambridge, N. Y., to

Miss Julia A. Cook, who was born and reared in

Washington County. The father, Isaac Cook, a

farmer, passed liis entire life in that count}-, but

the mother, after his deatli, came West and died

at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Curtis, in the

spring of 1891, when nearly ninety years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis are well and favorably

known to the people of Rockford, and Mrs. Curtis

is promiuentl}' identified witii the Methodist

church. In politics, Mr. Curtis is a Republican.

Tlieir children, live in luimlier, are as follows:

A. B., wlio is the cider maker for the manufactory,

married Miss Lillie Clark and they reside witli

our subject; John F. is doing business for a

Kentucky tobacco house as a commercial trav-

eler; Ida married Deforest Sweet, a tinker dealer

of Des Moines, Iowa; Rowue lielle is the wife of

William Smith, a junk dealer of Cedar Rapids,

Iowa, who, like tlie memliers of tiie Curtis familj-,

is a very successful business man; and S. Dexter,

who is at home and at present in business with

liis father.

')Tp\)IClIARD KI.MMEY. As might naturally

ilis^ Ije expected, mention is made iu the present

tAi \V work of many citizens of Boone Count}^

^^ now iiromiiiciit in their different callings?

but none more so than the luiusuall}' successful

agriculturist, Mr. Richard Kiinniey, who, although

j'oung in 3'ears, is old in experience and possesses

more good, sound judgmeut on matters pertaining

to tlie farm than manj- men much older.

His parents, Jacob F. and Catherine (Mead)

Kimmey, were both natives of New York State and

resided there manj^ years. In 1857, thej' decided

to move to the Sucker State, and after journeying

thither, purchased niuet}- acres in Boone County,

to which the}' added at one time forty acres and at

another one hundred and sixty-flve .acres. They
were industrious, upright citizens and succeeded in

accumulating many of the comforts and conven-

iences of life. Both received their final summons
in this State, the f.atlier dying at the age of eight}-

years and the mother at the age of sixty-two

years. The father had always cultivated the soil, but

at the same time was engaged in other occupations.

For a number of years, he ran a barge on the Hud-

son River. In politics, he was a stanch Democrat.

The subject of this brief notice was born in the

Elmpire State in Albany County, on the 7th of

May, 1853. He was but four years of age when

his parents emigrated to Illinois, and in this
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State he was reared and received his education.

Liivc his father, lie early evinced a liking for agri-

cultural pursuits and liecanie familiar witli the

duties on the farm whim l.iut a small bo^'. After

reaching a suitable age, he branched out for him-

self and bought seventy-two and one-half acres of

his father previous to the hitter's deatli. He
erected a fine residence on his well-kept farm

about 1888, and now ranks among the most thrifty

and progressive young farmers of Boone County.

In the parlance of the present day, he might ap-

propriately be called a "hustler" and one who is

liound to bcoDme lielter known as tlie j'ears pass

by. P(.)litieally, he is independent, casting his vote

for '.he man whom he thinks liest fitted for the

otiice in cjuestion, rather than one who promises to

be a party tool.

The marri.age of the gentleman of whom we write

was celebrated on the 22d of August, 1877, his

bride being Miss Laura E. MaybiU'ry, a daughter of

Jonathan and Desdemona Mayburry, who now re-

side in this county", where the}- have made their

home for the ])ast thirty-eight years. Mr. and ^Irs.

Kimmey are the happy parents of five children:

Mabel, born June 17. 1878. is attending school at

Belvidere; Llo^'d R., ))orn :\Iay (!, 1880; Maud,

October 22, 1882; Bcrnice, April 2-2, 188G; and

Bessie, May 2.5, 1888.

^^^B>i^ 4^'^'Sr^^ -!—

b~
UTHER H. FASSETT, a well-known .agri-

) culturist of Winnebago County, residing on

,
sections 28 and 29, Roscoe Township, has

in many w.ays been identified with the history of

this community and we feel assured his sketch will

l)rove of interest to many of our readers. He w.as

born in Cambridge, Rutland County. Vt., Decem-

ber 17, 1814. His grandfather. Dr. Nathan Fassett,

was a lifelong practitioner of that State. His father,

Nathan Fassett, Jr., a farmer of Rutland County,

w.as born February IG, 1778, and in 1833 removed

to Genesee County, N. Y., with teams. He after-

wards sold out and purch.ased one hundred acres

of land in tlie Empire State, where he made his

home until IHal.

Through the misrepresentation of a party, Mr.

F.assett lost all that he had paid on liis land but

with the aid of his faithful wife, managed to rear

his children and give them good school privileges.

His wife died in Albion, N. Y., March 1, 1853, at

the age of sixty-four, leaving three sons and t\vo

daughters: Luther H., born December 17, 1814;

Azubah Matilda, September 11,1810; Benj.amin W.,

March 19, 1818; George M., August 27, 1820; and

Mary Amelia, December 2, 1822. Our subject and

Benjamin W.. of Brighton, N. Y., are the only

survivors. The latter has been a public official.

Overseer of Public Construction, commanding large

p.a}^, and is a man of high standing, even among
his political opponents.

Our subject began life for himself at tlie age of

twenty-two, working as a farm hand by the month

for six years, when he rented land. At the age of

twenty-nine, he married Amanda Bates, of Barry,

Orleans County, X. Y., daughter of Jesse and Anna
(Miller) Bates. They were natives of Massachusetts

.and pioneers of New York, who made their way

through the wilderness by IJazing trees. The

father died in 1869, at the age of sixty-three years,

and his wife died in 1856, at the age of flfty-fc)ur

years.

In the autumn of 1853, i\Ir. Fassett emigrated

to this ct)unty and purch.ased forty acres of l.aniL

The next spring he brought his wife, his daughter

and his aged father to his new home. The latter

died in September, 1854, and was interred in Ros-

coe Cemetery. He lived a noble life and was a

consistent Christian. The wife of our subject w.as

called to her final rest August 22, 1888, at the age

of sixtj'-six years, leaving two daughters: Emma
M., wife of T. B. Moore, by whom she h.as one son,

Frank Fassett, a bright boy of eleven years. iMary

A. is the younger daughter.

Mr. Fassett attended tlie first county fair held

in Rockford, in September, 1854, and heard the

opening address delivered by ex-Governor Bebb

from the steps of the old court house. He

was one of the Directors of the Fair Association.

In politics, he h.as been a lifelong Democrat, a

stanch supporter of the [lart}' principles and has

been a faithful member of the Universalist Church

for many years. Mr. Fassett h.as a wide acquaint-

ance throughout this community and is held in



residlnce: or nolton barber, sec. 9 .rockford tp,winnebago co jll.

'^js^-^rWi-s ,~'y.rr^fT, yf f

RLSIDEf CE OF L H FAS S ETT ; S EC'S 28&d9 ,ROSCGE T'",//IMN EBAGO CO ,1 LL





PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPniCAL RECORD. l.V.i

high regard by all who know him. He started out

in life empty-handed and Iiy Ill's own efforts has

worked his way upward until lie i^ nnw numlicred

anions"' the substantial citizens of tliis cuinniunity.

In ccinncction with his liini^'rapliical notic/e is

presented a view of Mr. Fassett's liijihly-eiilti\'atcd

farm.

•=^^OLTON BARI5ER, who follows general

fanning on section 9, Roekford Township^

Winnebago Countj', claims New Y<ii'k as

the State of his nativity. lie was hoi n in Fenner,

Madison County, April 21», 1S2(), and is a son of

Eli Barber, who was ln.irn in the same town. The

grandfather, .Tohn I'larber. was a native of Worces-

ter County, Mass. At an early age lie was left an

orphan, and thus thrown upon his own resources,

had to earn his own livelihood. Aliout 1791, lie

accompanied a neighlaoring family to New York.

and resided in Oneida County until 1799,

when he went to IMadison County, and in INIareh

of tli.at year married Lovina Thompson, alsi) a na-

tive of Worcester County. Mass. Her parents set-

tled in Madison County, N. Y.. when she was a

child. Mr. Barber liought a tract of timber

land in tlie town of Fenner. and in the midst of

the timber built a log cabin and began tiio devel-

opment of the farm, upon wliicli he made his

home until his death, Novenilier 30, l«(i9. In

ISOl, he and his wife united with tiie Baptist

Church of Fenner, being among its lirst memliers.

The father of our subject was reared in liis na-

tive county, in tlie midst of the wild scenes of

frontier life. lie bought a tract of tiinlier land

three miles from the old home, and there luiilt the

log house in which Noltoii was liorn. He l:)egan

the arduous labor of clearing a farm, liut his health

failed and he died in 1832, at about the age of

thirty years. His wife, whose maiden name was

Olive Noiirse, was born in Madison County, N. Y.,

and was a dangliterof .loel and Mehitable (Wood-

bury) Nourse, natives of Massachusetts, and pio-

neers of Madison County. N. Y. After tlie death

of her husband, Mrs. Barber came to Illinois in

18C.5,and died at the home of our subject in 1888,

at the age of eighty-five j'eais and five months.

Nolton Barber was only six years old when his

father died, and at the age of nine lie was b(iuiid

out to a farmer, Daniel JI. fJillett. with wliom he

lix'ed until he was fourteen years of aii'e. when he

spent eleven months with his paternal grand-

father. He then returned to Mr. (iillett. working

for him as a farm hand until he had attaiiieil his

majority, when he started out in life with a ca]ii-

tal of sriOfi. After working by tlie month for

some time longer, he purchased thirty-five .•icres of

land in Fenner Township, where he made his home

until 18.')."), when he traded his farm for a lease of

a tavern in Peiryville. He then engaged in keep-

ing hotel until the fall of the same year, when he

sold out and emigrated to Winnebago County. III.

In this county he rented land for eight years and

then pui'cliased forty .acres of his present farm, to

which he lias since added until now one liundied

and five acres pay tribute to his care and ciilti\a-

tion.

On the l.'^th of March, 1849, Jlr. ISarber w;is

united in marriage to Miss Emilj- Marshall, who
was born in the town of Fenner, Madison County,

N. Y., September 10, 18-21. Her father. Thomas

Marshall, was born near Albany, N. Y. and was a

son of Caleb Marshall, who removed from jVlbany

to Madison County, settling on a farm in the town

of Sullivan, where he made his liome until his

death. He marricfl .VIclia Pinkney, a native of

the Empire State, who also died in the t(.)wn of

Sullivan. Thomas ^Marshall w.as a mere lad when

his parents removed to Madison County. After he

had attained to man's estate, he bought a tr.act of

timber land and built the house in which ]\Ii'S.

Barber was born. lb' cleared quite a large tract,

put up buildings and made a good farm, Imt after

some time sold and purchased another farm in the

same county, on which he lived until called to his

fin.al rest, on the 24th of 'Slay. 1803. lie wedded

Pha'be Keelei, who was born in Sullivan Township,

Madison County, and was a daughter of Nathaniel

and Jemima (Barnuin) Keeler. Her death oeeurred

November 20, 1878, on the old home farm.

Mr. and Mrs. Barber have a family of three chil-

dren. The eldest, Myron A., was Iiorn April 2,

18.50, and on the 23d of November, 1882, married

Anna Sloan, b\' whom he has five children: Willie
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N., John M.. Kinily P.. Myruu II.,:uul May L.; Lou-

isa M., born Juno 11, 1853, became the wife of Je-

rome A. Iludler, December 4, 1889. Ada I., born

July 21, 1858, became the wife of Albert M. Trues-

dell, April 9, 1891. They have an infant daughter,

born June 2, 1892, and as yet unnamed.

Mr. and Mrs. Barber botli hold membership with

the Methodist Church and are prominent and

highly respected people of this community. In

politics, he is a Republican and is recognized as

one of the leading and enterprising farmers of

Rockford Townshi)!.

A view of the line farm belonging to Mr. Barlier

is presented on another page.

^ RS. SUSAN (IIORTON) BLAKK, who is

the owner of a splendid estate located in

Flora Townsliip, Boone County, was liorn

in C'ornw.all, England, May 9, 1827. Her

father. William Ilorton, who was the son of Will-

iam and Ik'lsc^- (Lob) Ilorton. was also a native

of that shire in Englan<l, where he w'as a fanner

and spent his entire life. The maiden name of

the mother of ^Ir^. Blake was Nancy Lol), also a

native of Cornwall, where she spent her entire

life.

Mrs. Blake was the only member of iier father's

family to come to America. She was reared in

her uati\c shire, and resided there until 1856,

when, in company with her husband and one

child, she emigrated to America, setting sail from

Paxton on the vessel "Capt. Mably." The party

disembarked at (Quebec, Canada, after a voyage

of six weeks and live days. One week after land-

ing in the New World, they came to Rockford,

Winnebago County, where Mr. Blake found em-

ployment with Dr. Clark for a few months. He
was later engaged on a farm in Cherry Valley

Township for one year, at the expiration of which

time he went to Newburg, whence he returned
j

after a short time to Rockford. A few months

thereafter. Mr. Pilake went to liurritt and for one

year wcuked foi- his lii-uther-in-law on a farm.

After renting land lor a time, he went to Lee I

County and became the proprietor of a cpiarter-

section of land live miles south of Dixon, upon

which he resided for Ave years, and then renting

that estate, leased a farm of six hundred acres for

five years. He later traded his property for two

hundred and twenty acres of land included in his

present farm, to which he has added until the

estate now comprises three hundred and twenty

acres in one body and one hundred and ten acres

on another section.

William Blake, to whom our subject was mar-

ried in England, also had his birth in Cornwall,

the date thereof being August 19, 1816. He is a

son of William Blake, Sr., who came to America

from England in 1867, and departed this life in

Rockford. The mother also spent her last 3'ears

in Rockford, having come to America from her

native England in company with her husband and

five children: John. Ann Bate, Mary Pooley, Will-

iam and David.

Mr. and Mrs. Blake have a family of seven chil-

dren living, viz: James, George, Charles, Frank,

Fred, Fannie and Nannie. The eldest daughter,

Mary, married Henry Luce and died while resid-

ing in Iowa, leaving four children; Fannie mar-

ried Ernest Jlinter and ha^ one cliikl; Nannie,

the wife of Sylvester Bowley, is also the mother

of one child.

^fl OIIN SHAW, who is engagccl in general

fanning on section 3, Guilford Township,

Winnebago County, was born near Sheffield,

^^ Yorkshire, England, October 4, 1822. His

father and grandfather both bore the name of John

Shaw. The latter came to America and spent his

last year in New York. Two of his children, John

and Eliza Ryals, also located in this country, the

daughter settling in I'tica, N. Y., where her two

sons now reside. The father of our subject was

reared in New York, and served a seven-years'

apprenticeship to the cabinet-maker's trade, which

he followed in the I]mpire State until 1831. He
married Ann Ashforth, a native of Yorkshire, Eng-

land, and a daughter of (ieorge and Mary (Wai'd)

Ashforth. In 1831, j\Ir. Shaw and his family sailed
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for America, and after eight weeks landed at New-

port, R. I., from whence he went to Albany, N. Y.

He sjjent a year in tliat place and afterward re-

moved to Utica, where the death of his wife t)C-

curred. He there followed his trade for some time,

bnt afterward operated a farm which he purchased,

lie then bought a home one mile from the cit}',

where he lived retired until his deatli in 1885, at

the age of eighty-four years. In the family wore

the following children: George, John, William,

Helen, Henry, Mary, Eliza, Alfred, Franklin and

Louisa.

Our subject was only eight years of age when

he crossed the Atlantic, but well remembers the

long ocean voyage. He was reared to agricultural

pursuits, worked for his father until his marriage,

and after that managed the liome farm for one

year. He then rented land, upon which lie resided

until 1853, when he came to Illinois. He then

spent two years upon a farm belonging to his

brother-in-law, after which he rented land in Har-

lem Township until 1863, when he purch.ased the

farm which is now his home.

On the 16th of May, 1849, ]Mr. Shaw married

Elizabeth Ward, who was born about ten miles

from Sheffield, England, August 15, 1828. Her

father, Thomas Ward, and grandfather, Richard

Ward, were both born in the same house and were

descendants of an old English family. The latter

married Ann Mills, and they spent their entire

lives in Yorkshiie. Thomas Ward crossed the At-

lantic in 1836, accompanied by his wife and eleven

children. After five weeks they reached their des-

tination and settled in Westmoreland, Oneida

County, N. Y. After a jear they removed to the

western part of the same county, where Mr. Ward
made his home until his death. May 1, 1870, at the

age of eighty-four years. His wife bore the maiden

name of Sarah Sanderson. She w.as born in York-

shire, and was a daughter of Joseph and Ann San-

derson. Her death occurred September 28, 1836.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Shaw have been born four

children, yet living: Frederick, AYard, Annie and

Albert. One son, William, died at the age of

twenty-nine. Frederick married Nora Taylor, and
they have four children: Lloyd, Lila, Bessie and
an infant; Ward wedded Lizzie Marsh and tlicy

have one son, Ellis. The Shaw family have a

pleasant home on section 3, Guilford Township,

where our subject owns a well-developed farm. It

is well supplied with good buildings, is under a

high state of cultivation and all the improvements

of a model farm are there found. Mr. Shaw is a

well-known and valued citizen of the community

who stands high in the esteem of all. and his wife

is a member of the Methodist C'luneli.

'ill
ARED B. GOULD, a retired farmer .and one

of the honored pioneers of Boone County

now residing at his pleasant home in Bel-

videre, was born in Warren County, N. Y.,

Ma}- 26, 1820. His great-grandfather, Solomon

Gould, was an early settler of that county, .and in

the midst of the forest cleared and improved a

farm, upon which he made his home until his

death. Ira Gould, father of Jared, was born in

Rensselaer County, N. Y., was reared in his na-

tive State and married Dorcas Brace, who was

also born in New York, and was a daughter of

Jared and Joanna Brace. They Itegan their do-

mestic life upon a timbered farm in the town of

Warrensburg, upon which was built the log cabin

in which our subject was born. He made quite a

good farm, upon which he resided until 1827,

when he removed with his family to Montgomery

County.

Three years later, Mr. Gould became a resident

of Chautauqua County, and in 1836 he came to

Illinois in search of a location. He visited Boone

County, at which time all of the land was still

owned by the Government, as the surveys were

not yet completed. He made a claim in what is

now the town of Spring, erected a small log cabin,

and in the early winter left his son Ransom in

charge of the claim, while he returned on horse-

back to the Empire State. In the spring of 1837,

he brought his famil}' to the new home, where

they arrived after an overland journc}' of three

weeks. Upon the farm which he there developed

Mr. Gould made his home until his death.

Our subject was one of twelve children. At
the age of seventeen, he came to Illinois, making
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the jniii-nev l)y \v:iv of the Lakes to Toledo. From

there h(- e:une to Chicago on foot, where he over-

took the family, who had traveled by land, he

being siek at the time the family .started and

unable to start, lie saw this county in its primi-

tive condition, when there were no railroads, few

settlements, and the work of cultivation and pro-

gress seemed scarcely begun. Jlr. Gould remained

with his father for two years, after which lie went

to Mineral Point, Wis., and secured employment

in a smelting furnace, but could not stand that

work, and after two weeks engaged in cutting

cordvvood at the head waters of the Pecatonica,

receiving from seventy-live cents to «1 per cord.

After six months, he returned vvith -SlOO in silver,

which he had saved from his earnings, and with

thfit sum entered eighty .acres of Government

land on secticms 1 and ."), Spring Township.

In October, isl."). Mr. (Touldcand Miss Charlotte

Blackford were united in marriage. Slie was

born in Wiltshire, Kngland, .hinuary 10, 1S21, and

is a daughter of Francis and Flizabeth lUack-

ford, who are miMitioneil in tlie sketch of Ste[)lien

lilackford, on another [lage of this work. Ten

cliildi en graced their union, four dying in infancy.

Those living are Ilarvey A., Flleii, Alice .1., Fan-

nie F., Lucius T. and Blanche.

Mr. (Jould did not immediately locate upon his

land, but engage<l in making sliingles and rooling

buildings for new settlers, who were coming in

large numbers to the county, but ()n his marriage

he .and his young bride began their domestic life

u|ion the farm. lie has been ver_v successful and,

as his linaucial resources have increased, he h.as

added to his possessions until at one time he

owned more than four hundred acres of highly

cultivated land, and his farm was also well im-

l)roved with good buildings. lie there made his

home until ISHl, when he bought seven acres of

land within the city limits of lielvidere. and in

his pleasant residence on tlie bank of the Kisli-

waukce River expects to spend his remaining days.

lie is one of the honored pioneers of the comity

,and can relate many interesting incidents of fron-

tier life. ( )n one occasion, they purchased a bar-

rel of Ihiur for ><l2,and when opened it w.as found

that the Hour had been wet, and when dried had

hardened into a solid mass, which could be rolled

over the ground like ;i r<ick. Wild game was in

abundance and the table was thus supplied with

meat, although breadstuffs were verj' scarce. These

early days have long since gone by, and the p.ass-

ing years have brought prosperity to Mr. Gould.

[OIIN A. NASH. It affords the biographical

writer pleasure to be able to record in this

volume the main incidents in the life of an

Ij^// honest and uiiright citizen, who, tliough

formerly one of the prominent business men of

Rockford, is now living retired in his pleasant

home ,at No. 407 North Second Street. He is a

native of this city, having been born January 23,

1«53.

JIartin Nash, the father of our .subject, was born

in County (lalway, Ireland, where also his father,

Martin N.ash, a wealthy farmer, was Itorn. Mr.

Nash, Jr.. was reared and educated in his native

county, and leaving the parental roof when a

young man still remained in the Fhnerald Isle until

ISl'.i, when, accompanied by his wife and two chil-

dren, he came to America. Settling in Northamp-

ton, Mass., he made that place his home for two

years, and then coining to Illinois, located in Rock-

fore], where he was residing at the time of his de-

cease in ISGG. He was a man who possessed

excellent judgment in business matters and at the

time of his death had accumulated a hand.some

property.

Winnifred (Madden) Nash, the mother of our

subject, also hailed from Ireland, being born in

County Clare to Bartley and Winnifred Madden;

she departed this life in the year 1888. Three of

her children: John A., Margaret and FJllen, are still

living. Being the fortunate son of educated par-

ents, our subject became proficient in book lore,

his early studies being conducted in the schools of

Rockford, which were later supplemented by a' six-

years' course at Notre Dame University at South

Bend, lud. After lieing graduated from that in-

stitution, Mr. Nash engaged in the boot and shoe

trade, wliic'h he prosecuted for two years, and then
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selling out, established as a merchant tailor. A
twelvemonth later, he sold out, since which time he

has not been engaged in active work of any kind.

In 18110, he was married to Mary Ilargan, also a

native of Ireland, and a member of the SI. .laiues

Catholic Cliurch, with wiiich body our suliject is

also connected.

'S^ EUBEN IIANKIN.S(.)N. Among the iutelli-

[i^'' gent and highl}- resi)ected families of Rock-

t4i>\V ford, we may well note the family of our

^P subject, whose pleasant home is located at

No. 702 North Second Street. Mr. Hankinson was

born in Johnstown, jMontgomery Countj^ N. Y.,

April 17, 1812,and died April 26, 1892, aged eighty

years. He was the son of Frances Le R03' Han-

kinson, a native of New .Jersey, from which State

Reuben Hankinson, his father, hailed. After his

marriage, the grandfather of our subject went to

Nova Scotia where his decease occurred. The

maiden name of his wife was Sally Le Roy, who,

after the death of her husbaud, emigrated to

Canada and departed this life in Middlesex

County, province of Ontario.

The father of our subject was one of a family of

eight children, and was quite 3'oung when his par-

ents moved to Nova .Scotia. Later, ho returned to

the States and made his home with an uncle in New-

York. After his marriage, he leased a tract of

land in Montgomery County, and when purchas-

ing property on his own account became the

owner of a farm in Canajoharie Township. In 1835,

he dispo.sed of that estate and, removing to Mid-

dlesex County. Canada, there made his home until

the fall of the same year, when he returned with

his family. lie purchased a tract of timber land, on

which he erected a small frame house, and here the

family resided for the succeeding three years. The

father then sold the farm and, coming to Michigan,

spent his last days in Oakland Countj-.

Martha .Tones was the maiden name of our sub-

ject's mother. She was born in New Y'ork State

and was the daughter of Joseph -Jones. .She Jiore

her husband eight children .and departed tliis life

on the farm in Jlichigau. Reuben Hankinson, of

this sketch, was twenty-thiee years of age when

he accompanied his parents to Canada, making the

journe}' with one horse and a I)uggy. He resided

with his parents until his marriage, when he rented

land adjoining the old hume and resided there

until 1841, which w.is the date ol' his .-idvenl inlu

Illinois. The journey hither was made with two

w.agons and four horses, the party stalling from

Oakland County in the inontii of April and reach-

ing "Winnebago County two weeks later.

On locating here, our subject purchased a tr.act

of land in what is now Guilford Townshi[). As

there were no improvements on his plnee, he

bought a log house of Judge Shaw, which he

moved onto the land and occupied with his family

until a few years later, when he was enabled tri

erect a comfortable brick dwelling. In 1859, IMr.

Hankinson sold his estate and came to Rockford,

where for a number of j^ears he was engaged in

the sale of tinware. Ill health, however, compelled

him to retire a few years later.

The original of this sketch was twice married.

His first wife, to whom he was united in 1836, was

Miss Ruth Sovereign; she was born in Middlesex

County, Canada, a daughter of John and Miriam

Sovereign, and departed this life in 1842. Three

years later our subject was married to Alviia Ma-

son, whose birth occurred in Scipio, Cayuga

County, N. Y. Her father, Milton S. Mason, was

born in Connecticut and was the son of Daniel

Mason, also a native of that State. The grand-

father of ISIrs. Hankinson was reared in Connecti-

cut, from which State he removed to New York

about 1800, and lived for some years in Dutchess

County. Later, he moved to Ca^ u'ga Count}', and

resided there until he died in 1842. He was a

rapid reader, reading the Bible through in forty-

three hours and twenty-three seconds.

The father of Mrs. ILankinson was a young man
when his parents removed to New York .State, and

after his marriage went to Cayuga Count}', pur-

chasing a farm in the town of .Scipio, where he re-

sided until 1835. Then selling his property, he

came to Illinois, l>eing accompanied hither b}' his

wife and three children. He located about three

miles west of Belvidere, making a claim to four

hundred acres of Goverijment land, on which he
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erected a double-hewed log lioiise and commenced

to improve his tract. For .t number of years there

were no niih'oads and Cliicago was the nearest

market phue. jMr. JIason resided there until his

death, which occurred in 1842. The maiden

name of his wife was Mary Inuraham. a native of

Rhode Island and a (laui;liler of Thomas and Mar-

garet (Swan) Ingrahani. She was married a sec-

ond time, this union being with John Sovereign,

and spent her last days in Rockford. Mrs. Ilank-

inson is probably one of the oldest settlers in

Xorlhcru llliniiis, having been a continuous resi-

dent of the State since IS.'?.').

Of the first marriage of our subject, one daugh-

ter is living, Martha Hadley. Of the second mar-

riage were born the following children: Francis

M., Mason T., Mary K., AUie .T., Willie II., Fred E.,

Kittie .1. and Henry.

We are (ileased to present on an accompan_ying

page a portrait of the late Mr. Hankiuson, whose

death was widely and sincerely mourned.

(tf^
AMUEL A. BLAIR. Although past the

^^^ allotted age of man, three-score years and

\J--M
^''"' ^''i""cl A. Blair is one of the promi-

nent men of the county and has ever

taken a deep interest in her progress and devel-

opment. He was born in Lebanon, Madison County,

N. Y., on the 2d of October, 1817, of the marriage

of Brown and Mnry (Collins) Blair, the former a

native of Worcester County, Mass., born in 1779,

and the latter of Hamilton, Madison County,

N. Y. The father died in Roscoe in 1855, when
seventy-six years of age, and the mother died in

Westlield, Chautauqua County, N. Y'., when but

forty-four years of age, leaving three sons and
two daughters, viz: Samuel Alva, our subject;

Albert. Iiorn in 1818, died in New York of quick

consumption; Jlary S., Ijorn in 1821, became Mrs.

Gardner and died in the prime of life; Darwin,

born in 1823, is a large farmer of California; and
Ann liecame Mrs. Cheney, of Roscoe, and died of

consumption.

In the spring of 18.'?1), when in his twenty -sec-

ond year, our suliject, in company with Dr. B.

Bradley, of Beloit, cameoverland with teams to Ill-

inois. Reaching the Maumee River, they found the

ice going out, and after waiting there about three

days for the ferry-boat, that was ice-bound, young
Blair decided to cross the river anywa}^ Disre-

garding the advice and counsel of older heads, he

plunged into tiie turbulent waters and, contrary

to all predictions, reached the opposite shore in

safety. Such was the indomitable will and cour-

age of this young pioneer. Including delays, etc.,

they were thirty-eight daj's in making the trip.

They stopped for four days in Michigan, and here

Mr. Blair saw the first individual shaking witii

the ague, and, though he laughed then, he foiuid

it no laughing matter in subsequent years. Mr.

Blair first worked on a farm for Franklin Able (who

was the founder of Roscoe) for one j'ear at $16

per month, and then, learning of his brother's ill-

ness, lie and Mrs. R. J. Cross and Mrs. Isaac Cole

(sisters) went to Chicago. While there, our sub-

ject met an old friend, Hiram McHenry, captain

of a brig on the Lake, and he took passage for

Barcelona, N. Y., arriving only in time to see his

brother die. Soon after he returned to Roscoe,

but about a year later he went Ijack to New Y'ork

State and purchased a large drove of sheep, four-

teen hundred head. After shearing them, he

started back in June and, although he met with

cold weather and storms and delays, he arrived in

Roscoe in fairly good condition in August.

In 1844, our subject married, in Wcsttield.

X. \'., Miss Mary Miniger, who was a native of

that place and the daughter of Lowe and Martha

(Martin) Miniger. Mr. Miniger became a wealthy

farmer and died when eighty-two years of age.

His wife died at the age of seventy-six, leaving

six children. Our subject purchased his first farm

of one hundred and two acres near his present

home, in 1839, and later he purchased eighty acres,

a part of iiis present farm. He sold the one hun-

dred and two acres and thought seriously of going

to Missouri, but the Dred Scott Decision caused

him to abandon this project, and he purchased

his present property. He now owns two hundred

and thirteen acres in this farm and eighty acres

one mile north. All his improvements are first-

class, and he is a representative farmer of the
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county. He keeps a, fine flock of sheep and is en-

gaged in general farming, although at present lie

is making a specialty of dairying, keeping about

twenty-five cows. He sells all his milk to the

creamer}'.

Mr. and Mrs. Blair have buried two children

—

one an infant, and the other, Augusta, a daughter

who died at the age C)f twentj'-six years. They

have six children now living, two sons and four

daughters: Albert, a hardware salesman in Lin-

coln, Neb.; Julius, a farmer in Fremont County,

Iowa; Frances, now Mrs. John (J. Briggs, of Hous-

ton, Minn.; Ada, now Mrs. George B. Warner, of

Page Connty, Iowa; Laura, Mrs. J. B. Hardy, re-

sides on the home place and her husband carries

on the farm, Mr. Blair making his home with them;

and Nellie, wife of T. R. Field, a merchant of

Houston, Minn. Mr. Blair's first Presidential vote

was cast for William Henry Harrison, and he has

held a number of township offices, such .as Road
Commissioner, School Director, etc. He is a Con-

gregationalist in his religious views and one of the

founders of that church in Roscoe. Mrs. Blair is

a member of the Presbyterian Church. They have

eleven grandchildren in Iowa and Minnesota.

'S^DWINDEAN. After long years spent in

fe) agricultural pursuits, the subject of this

/I'—

^

sketch has retired from the labors of life

and is passing his declining years in a peaceful

enjoyment of the comforts of life, surrounded by

friends whom he has gained by his upright char.ac-

ter, and blessed by the love of children whom he

has reared to honorable and useful manhood and

womanhood. He is the possessor of one of the

finest estates which Flora Township, Boone County,

boasts, comprising about two hundred and thirty-

one acres in three different bodies.

Mr. Dean is one of the oldest settlers now resid-

ing in Flora Township and was born in the town

of Minot, Oxford County, Mc, January 16, 1821.

His father, Ira Dean, was born in Massachusetts,

whence he moved to Maine and was an early

settler in the town of Foxcraft. He resided there

until about 1823, then again started Eastward and

moved to Piscataquis County where he purchased

a tract of timber land in the town of Foxcraft.

In 184.3, Mr. Dean came to Illinois and remained

for a few yeais in DcKaib County, then removed
to Floyd County, Iowa, where he purchased and

improved a farm and occupied it some years. He
finally removed to the village of Rock Giovc and

lived there until his death. The maiden name of

his wife, the mother of our subjeet, was Charlotte

Hersej

.

Edwin Dean was about two years of age wlien

his parents removed to Foxcraft, Me., where he

was reared and educated. His father was a black-

smith and our subject worked with liim until 1843,

when, with his wife, he started with a horse and
bugg}- for this county and arrived within its lim-

its after a journej- of eight weeks lacking one dav.

He worked at his trade in Poplar Grove until the

spring of 1844, then rented land in Flora Town-
ship one 3^ear, during which time he made claim

to eight}- acres of Government land on section 35.

He located on the place in 1845 and soon pur-

chased other property adjoining. The home farm

contains one hundred and seventy acres, in addi-

tion to which Mr. Dean has a forty-acre tract on

section 34 and .another of twenty-one acres in the

same section.

He of whom we write was activel}' engaged in

farming until 1888, when he rented his property

and removed to the home he now occupies on sec-

tion 34. In addition to this, he has since pur-

chased a residence in tjie city, which he proposes

to occupy in the near future. Mr. Dean was mar-

ried in April, 1843, to Rebecca B., daughter of

Robert Lowe. She was born in Gilford, Piscata-

quis County, Me., and departed this life in 1887.

The following year Mr. Dean w.as married to Mrs.

Sarah (Swain) Hovcy, who w.as born in Ni.agara

County, N. Y., and was the daughter of Isaac

Swain. Her father moved to this State in 1840

and was one of the earl}' settlers in McIIenry

County, where he farmed until his decease. The

maiden name of the mother of IMrs. Dean w.as

Mary Bert. The wife of our subject was first mar-

ried in 1854 to F. II. Ilovey, who was a native of

Broome County, N. Y., and departed this life in

McHenry County, this State,
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The oritiinal of this ski'leh liy his first iiiarriiigc

became llie hitiier of fiiur ehildren: OnivillcE.,

Henry E., Clarissa E. and William E. ]\Iis. Dean

has three t'liildren living by her marriai^e with 'Slv.

Huvey: Aimer. Ni-llie and jNIaiy. Carrie, tlie

3-Oungest, died when twi^nty-threc years of ai;e.

]Mrs. Dean is a nK'mher v( the Free-will IJaptist

Clinreh, and in polities oiir sniijeet votes the Re-

ind)liean (iekel.

/ =*^-5-

LFRE]) PULS. Of the many snbstan-

tial and progressive farmers of Belvidere

(1) Township, Poone County, none are more

honest, industrious or more deserving of

siieeoss than the (ierman element, of which Mr.

Pnls is a rei)resentative. His jiarents, William C.

and Hannah (StonemiUer) Puis, were natives of

Mecklenburg, (iermany. and eame to the United

States in l.S'u. They lirst settled in DeKalb

County, 111., and the father was engaged in farm-

ing there until about twenty years later, when he

sold out and moved to Boone County, Belvidere

Township, where his son, tiur subject, was living.

There he and his worthy wife reside at the [)res-

ent time, honored and esteemed by all.

The paternal grandparents of our subject, Fred-

erick and Louisa Puis, were also natives of IMeek-

lenburg, Geimany, bnt came to this connti-y at an

early date, and here the grandmother [lassed

(piietly away when eighty-three years of age.

The grandfather is still living and is now in his

eight3'-second year. The Pulse.s were all farmers,

and what they accumulated in the way vi this

world's goods was the result of their own energy

and industry. Our subject's maternal grandfather,

William St(.>nemiller, was born in (Iermany and is

now a resident of De Kalb County, 111.

The suliject of this sketch was born in De Kalb

County, 111., on the 'J 1th of June, liS(jl,andwas

here i-eared and educated. He was one of four

clnldren, two sons and two daughters, born to his

parents. t)n the 1st of March, 1S87, he was

iniited in the hol\ bonds of matrimony with Mi.ss

Louisa K<_)eneke, who was liorn in Bonus Town-

ship, Boone County, 111., and here received all of

her training and etincation. Her parents, Phillip

and Sophia (Staas) Koeneke, were natives of Oer-

m.any, but came to the United States and jtassed

the closing scenes of their lives in Iowa. They
were the jjarents of nine children, all now living

but one.

Tlie home of onr subject and his young wife

has ever been in this county, and by their indus-

try- and good management they have gathered

around them many comforts and conveniences.

Mr. Puis was idwavs at home tintil after his mar-

riage, and now rents part of his father's broad

acres. Like his father, who came to this country

without a dollar and subsequently became one

of the most prosperous and wealthy farmers of

Boone County, his fine residence, barns and out-

buildings attesting what a man can do in Amer-

ica who has the will and disposition to work, our

subject is energetic and enterprising and is sure

to make a success of life. His union has been

lilessed liy the birth of one child, Willard Grafleld,

whose birth occurred on the 19th of November,

18s;i.

Politically, Mr. Puis lias not given any atten-

tion to ofllce-seeking, but, like his father, he is a

stanch Republican, and he is an earnest advocate

of the [irinciples of that ])arty. He and Mrs. Pulse

are worthy members of the Evangelical Church at

Belviilcre, 111., and give their hearty support to all

enterprises of a laudable nature. They are highly

esteemed in the community and have gathered

around them many warm friends.

\T,()HN B. BALL. The occupation which this

gentlemai) is now following has received

his attention the greater part of his life,

^^^ and it is but the truth to say that in it he

is thoroughly posted and well informed and his

labors in this direction have contributed very ni.a-

tt'rially to the re]iutation Boone Township en-

j(_iys as a rich farming region. Like many of the

re|ncsciilati\e citizens of the county, he is a mem-
ber of the v\d I!ay .State, born in Worcester

County on the 1 Itli of (October. 1838, and, al-
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though still comparatively a young man, he has

risen to a position in the agricultural affairs of

the county which many men older in years and

experience might envy. His life has been with-

out material change from the ordinary pursuits of

farm toil, but j'ct has ntil been devoid of substan-

tial results.

Mr. Ball is a brother of Edward Ball (see sketch),

and, like his brother, is thoroughly posted on all

subjects relating to the farm. He makes his home

with his mother in Poplar Grove. The residence

is commodious and attractive, and his fine farm

attracts general attention because of the extreme

nicety with which it is kept. Politically, Mr. Ball

is a Republican, but he takes very little part in

political affairs, preferring to give his entire at-

tention to his productive and extensive farm. He

is engaged in general mixed farming.

A histor3' of our subject's father will be found

in the sketch of Mr. Wheeler, of Boone Township,

the latter a brother-in-law of our subject.

I^FA^ HENRY W. AVERY. This higlily-

llkif' respected citizen of Belvidere was born on

1K% the 31st of May, 1823, in Ledyard, New
Loudon Count}', Conn. The most authentic

record which we can gain says that Christopher

Averj^ was the founder of the family in America.

He emigrated from Salisbury, England, on the ship

"Arabella," in 1630, and settled in Gloucester,

Mass. His son James came with him to America

and, in 1651, removed from Gloucester to New
London County, Conn., where he spent the remain-

der of his days. He married Joanna Greenslade,

and afterward wedded Sarah Miner.

The next in direct descent also bore tiie name of

James. He was born in Gloucester, December 15,

1646, married Deborah Sterling, and died in New
London County, Conn., May 14, 1703. Their son

James was born in New London County, April 20,

1673, and wedded Mary Griswold. Their son,

Ebenezer wedded Lucy Latham, and afterward

wedded Mrs. Rachel Denison, the widow of Daniel

Denison. The next in direct descent was also

named Ebenezer. He was born March 7, 1732,

21

married Phoebe Denison, and was one of the vic-

tims of the Ft. Griswold massacre, Septeml)er 6,

1781.

Elbenezer Averj', the grandfather of our suliject,

was born in New London County, August 8, 1702,

was a farmer and spent his entire life in Connecti-

cut. His first wife was Hannah Morgan, and he

afterward wedded Marj-, a daughter of Charles

Eldridge. His death occurred August 8, 1842.

rienr}' W. Avery, father of our subject, was born

in New London County, Conn., October 12, 1795,

was reared to agricultural jiiirsuits, and was a val-

iant soldier in the War of 1812. He engaged in

farming on the old homestead until 1854, when he

came to Illinois and settled in Boone Count}'. He
married Betsey Denison, a lineal descendant of the

sixth generation from Capt. George Denison, who
with his wife, Ann Borodell, came from England

and settled in Stoningtou, Conn., in 1645. She

died at her home in Boone County in 1866, leav-

ing two children. The elder son, Frederick, has

been pastor of the Congregational Church in Co-

lumbia, Conn., for more th.an forty years.

Rev. H. W. Avery, of this sketch, spent his boy-

hood days in the Nutmeg State, and 1845 witnessed

his emigration to Illinois. His uncle Sidney

Avery had been here the previous year and entered

Government land in Flora Township, Boone Coun-

ty, and our subject purchased forty acres in the

same town. Fifteen acres of this had been planted,

and a small frame house had been built. He paid

$400 for the tract, and commenced life in the West

as a farmer. For some years there were no rail-

roads and he would haul his produce to market in

Chicago. He was very successful, and as the years

passed, he made many improvements, nicluding

the erection of good buildings, and added to his

landed possessions until he now has more than three

hundred acres. He resided upon the farm until

1881, when he came to Belvidere and built his

present home, which is pleasantly located on Lin-

coln Avenue.

Mr. Avery has been twice married. His first

wife, to whom he was married in 1844, was born in

Sherburne, N. Y., and died in Flora Township in

1847. They had one daughter, Elizabeth, who be-

came the wife of John C. Thompson, ami died in
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1880, leaving three sous, two of whom are living

and make their home with their grandparents.

They are named respectively, Edward Avery and

Henry Sidney. In 1848, Mr. Avery was again

married, his wife being Rachel P., daughter of Rob-

ert McCord, and a native of Carlisle, Pa.

In 1842, Mr. Avery joined the Congregational

Church in Ledyard, Conn., and three years later

united with the Presbyterian Church in Belvidere.

In 1852, he was made a Ruling Elder, which posi-

tion he has held continuously since, and in 1887

was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Free-

port. He has always been an active worlicr in

the Sabbath-school, in which he lias been Teacher

and Superintendent, and for ten years was Presi-

dent of the County Sunday-school Association.

In politics, he is a Republican, and has served as

Assessor, Justice of the Peace, member of the

County Board of Supervisors, and of the School

Board. He is a ready and forcible writer, a fluent

speaker, and at the centennial celebration of the

organization of the Presbyterian Church delivered

the historical address. He and his estimable wife

have many warm friends throughout the commu-

nity, and are beloved by all for their many excel-

lencies of character.

A lithographic portrait of Mr. Avery accom-

panies this sketch.

-gS , i

-*

;' ] AMES S. REID is the oldest native-born

citizen of Harlem Township, Winnebago

County. He was born on the farm which

he now owns and occupies, on the 12th

of November, 1840, and is of Scotch de-

scent. His grandfather, .James Reid, was born

in Argj'leshire, Scotland, was there reared and

married, and resided in that country until about

the 3'ear 1856, when he crossed the Atlantic to

America and spent the remainder of his life in

Guilford Township. His wife, Margaret Reid,

died in her native land. The father of our sub-

ject, Hugh Reid, was born in Argyleshire and

learned the trade of a weaver, which he followed

in Scotland until 1836. In that year, he bade

good-bye tv his uld home and crossed the broad

Atlantic, accompanied by his wife and one child.

After several weeks spent upon the water, he

reached his destination, and resided for one win-

ter in Ottawa, 111. In the spring he was offered

forty acres of swamp land, now included in the

city of Chicago, but came to ^V'innebago County,

and was the third Scottish settler in Harlem

Township. He made a claim, and when the land

came into market entered it at the land oflice in

Galena. He at once built a log house, which in

after years was replaced by a frame residence,

which continued to be the home of Mr. Reid until

his death, December 27, 1887.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden

name of Mary Howie. She, too, was born in Ar-

gyleshire, and was a daughter of William and

.lanet Howie, both natives of vScotland, where her

father spent his entire life. His wife came to

America and died at the home of IMrs. Reid, who
was also called to her final rest on the 11th of

July, 1885. Three children of the family are still

living: Margaret H., William H. and James.

Our subject was born in the cabin home of his

parents, and has spent his entire life upon the

farm which he now owns and occupies. As a

companion and helpmate on life's journey, he

chose Miss Mary Breckenridge, who was born in

Argyleshire, Scotland, and was a daughter of

Edward and Margaret Breckenridge. Their union

was celebrated Jane 7, 1867, and her death oc-

curred on the 14th of June, 1876. Mr. Reid was

again married, October 12, 1882, his second union

being with Jane Smith, daughter of John and

Elizabeth Smith. By the first marriage three chil-

dren were born: Edward B., Hugh F. and James

M., and four children grace the second union:

Russell S., Lulu I., William Robert Howie and

Mar}' Iva.

Mr. Reid now owns one hundred and ninety-

five acres of valuable land in this county, and his

farm is under a high state of cultivation and well

improved with good buildings. He also owns a

good farm in Boone County of one hundred and

sixty-three acres. He is recognized as one of the

substantial farmers of the community and one of

the public-spirited and progressive citizens. He
and his wife are members of the Willow Creek
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Presbyteriau Church, of which his parents were

among the founrlers. Our sulijcct was a delegate

of the Presbyterian Church to tlie General Assem-

bly held iu New York City in 1889.

/rEPllEN K. GODFREY, of the city of

Rockford, State of Illinois. The Godfrey

Clothing Company was incorporated April

1, 188.i, with S. R. Godfrey as President,

and his son, Charles H., Secretary and Treasurer.

With the same officers, the comjiany is carrying on

an extensive and lucrative business at No. 304

East State Street. In their establishment, which is

one of the largest and finest in the city, they carry

a complete stock of clothing, gents' furnishing

goods, hats, caps, etc., and arc known throughout

Wuinebagoaud adjoining counties as reliable, oue-

price and straightforward business men.

Mr. Godfrey was born iu Johnstown, near the

city of Providence, R. I. His parents were Elisha

and Patience (Webber) Godfrey, natives of South

Dennis, Mass., and the former a sea captain during

his entire active life. At the age of thirteen years,

our subject secured a situation with Edward jNIasou,

in a dry-goods establishment in Pawtucket, R. I.

Three j^ears later, Mr. Mason failed, and William

Knight, of Burrillville, R. I., bought the stock, and

made Mr. Godfrey sole manager of the business.

Some months afterward, our subject closed out the

slock, and at the age of nineteen proceeded to

Boston, where he clerked for the firm of J. R.

Gardner ife Brother. Later, he was engaged in the

dry-goods business with W. D. S. Havens, of Paw-

tucket, R. I., the firm name being Havens & God-

frey.

Attracted by the discovery of gold in California,

in the winter of 184!) Mr. Godfrey left his wife

and child with her motiier in Pawtucket, R.I. , and

sailed in the ship, "Charlotte," on Sunday, March

4, 1849. After a long and tedious voyage, the ship

dropped anehor in the ijay of San Francisco on Sep-

tember 5, at 5 P. M. The passengers and crew num-
bered one hundred and thirty-five, among whom
but one death occurred. The ship was a verj"^ poor

craft, and had to be pumped twentj' minutes every

two hours during the entire voyage. This work was

done by the passengers, who divided themselves into

''messes" of twenty each, and took turns, two at

the pump at a time. This, no doubt, was healtiiy

exercise for the men, who, however, did not at all

enjoy it. Twice the vessel caught tire, but the

flames were extinguished without much damage,

although not without causing great fear and con-

sternation among all on board.

During the long voyage, the siiip made the har-

bor of Rio de Janeiro, on the Atlantic, and the

harbor of Valparaiso, on the Pacific coast of South

America. At tiie former place they stopped al)out

three weeks, during which time the Captain Ujok

on board a fresh supply of provisions and water.

During the passage, Mr. Godfrey organized a min-

ing comi»any of sixteen persons among the passen-

gers, and, after IcMving the ship, they secured pass-

age on board a schooner to Sacramento, taking

with them their baggage, [jrovisions etc. After a

V03'age of ten days, during which time the little

party suffered intensely from mosquitoes, Sacra-

mento was reached, and tlie freight unloaded. The

objective point of the company was Hangtown, now
called Placerville, and to get their baggage con-

veyed thither, they were compelled to pa3^ Si per

pound, but, not having the amount required, they

were forced to transfer the articles as needed.

The next move of the company, in a business

wa\% was to investigate the price of oxen per yoke.

Mr. Godfrey and another gentleman were ap-

pointed a committee to buy the cattle. After dil-

igent search, thej' found three very poor yoke of

cattle, which had just been brought across the plains,

and these they bought for 8600. An old wagon was

purchased for $200, and with the team they started

for the city, sis miles from camp. Mr. Godfrey

thinks the}' were about eight hours reaching their

destination, and, meanwhile, they underwent severe

experiences. Part of the team moved forward, and

at other times backward; sometimes the oxen, with

the wagon bottom-side up, made quite rapid pro-

gress, and a constant '' Whoa, boa! " failed to pro-

duce the desired effect. Finally, a Missourian came

along and soon taught the amateur drivers how to

handle the oxen. He took a whip, with a handle

about eight feet long, and a heavy lash of braided
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leather, about fifteen feet in length, which lie

threw its full length, and, with a giant-like move-

ment, brought it forward and down on the sides

of the leading j'oke of cattle with such a crack

tliat the stubborn oxen started at a rate which

raised the dust. The two gentlemen profited by

tlieir lesson, and reached the camp in safety aliout

7 P. M.

The company now had three yoke of oxen and

nothing to feed them on. They cut down two or

three live oak trees, and the cattle browsed on the

leaves. Hay, being 1600 a ton, was a luxury not

to be thought of, but they secured an excellent

substitute. Hiring a scythe at 116 per hour, they

went along the banlvs of the America,u River, about

tliree miles from camp, and cut some dry weeds

and grasses, enough to supply the cattle for two

or three da3's. They then staited their first load

for Hangtown, a distance of some forty-five miles

from Sacramento, and, as the prairie fires had

burnt the grass, they were obliged every night to

fell live oak trees, on which their cattle might

browse, and, in that way, reached their destination

after a trip of four days.

After mining a short time, Mr. Godfre}' sold out

his interest to the company, and, returning to Sac-

ramento with Capt. Charles Clark, of Providence,

R. I., became proprietor of the Sacramento Hotel.

While thus engaged, the city was inundated by

the rising of the Sacramento and American Rivers,

on the night of January 8, 1850. In the summer
of 1851, Mr. Godfrey sold his interest in the hotel

to his partner and returned to mining on the

North Fork of the American River, twenty-two

miles above Marysville, on what was then known
as Owsley's Bar. In November of the same year,

he went to Marysville, where he became acquainted

with Charles N. Felton (now Senator from Cali-

fornia) and soon afterward they commenced, as

equal partners, in the business of running a pack-

mule train from Marysville, and also trading in

the mountains, having at one time a store in

Dowueysville and another at Gibsonville.

In the winter of 1852-53, Mr. Godfrey went to

San Francisco and became a clerk in the clothing-

house of Strowbridge & Blake. During the follow-

ing winter, he returned to New York via the Istli-

mus of Nicaragua, and after spending several

months with his famil}', returned to San Francisco

via the Isthmus of Panama, his family remaining

in Brooklyn, N. Y. In the fall of 1854, he formed

a co-partnership with .James C. Eiddy, formerly of

Fall River, Mass., and carried on a flourishing

wholesale and retail clothing business in San Fran-

cisco until April, 1857. In the spring of 1855,

Mr. Eddy went to New York Cit}' to attend to the

manufacture of clothing for tlie firm, and returned

to San Francisco May l,of the same year, bringing

with him Mrs. Godfrey and her two daughters,

Emma F. and Annie R.

During his residence in tlie Far West, Mr.

Godfre}' was an active member of the vigilance

committee which hung Casey for killing James

King, of AVilliams; Corey, for the killing of the

United States Marslial; Richardson and Hethering-

ton, for the murder of Drs. Baldwin and Randall;

also Brace, for higliway robbery and murder. The

committee, was formed of the best people of the

new city, who took the law in their own hands,

and wrested it from the grasp of lawless classes. It

was probably the most sensational experience which

San Francisco ever underwent. Mr. Godfrey re-

lates many interesting reminiscences of those days,

whose experiences stand out in startling distinct-

ness, but space forbids us to make more extended

mention of them.

In Pawtucket, R. I., Mr. Godfrey wedded Miss

Mary A. Baker, who was born in Dennis, Cape Cod,

Mass., and came of an old New England family

residing in the Bay State. Her father was a sea-

captain, and died of the yellow-fever when she

was four months old. Her education was acquired

in the academy of Pawtucket, K. I., where she re-

sided from lier girlhood until her marriage. She

was an accomplished and intelligent lady, who was

held in high esteem by all who knew her. Her

death, which occurred in January, 1855, was the

result of a stroke of apoplexy. From her six-

teenth year she was a member of the Congrega-

tional Church, and lived a devoted and consistent

Christian life. A most affectionate and faithful

wife and mother, her place in the liousehold can

never be sujjplied.

Four children were born in tlie family of Mr.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RFX'ORD. 475

and Mrs. Godfrej-. Emma, whose death occurred

eighteen months before her mother passed away,

married N. S. Robinson, formerly of Rockford, but

now of Eugene, Ore. Anna is the wife of D. S.

Hough, a prominent grocer of Rockford; Charles

H., a .young man of great promise and ability,

married Eugenia ypafford,of Rockford, and is now
Secretary and Treasurer of the Godfrey Clothing

Compan}'; Lulu, a very intelligent and beautiful

j'oung ladj', died at the age of eighteen years,

sixty days after the decease of her mother. Her

death was a great loss to her father, sister and

brother, as well as to her many friends. Emma
and Lulu were activelj' identified with the First

Congregational Church, at Rockford, and Annie

holds membership in the Christian Church.

In December, 1857, Mr. Godfrey came to Rock-

ford and the following spring began business as a

dealer in clothing with his brother-in-law, John M.

Tappen, now a farmer of Ottawa Count}-, Kan.

After some j'ears, this connection was discontinued

and Mr. Godfrey became manager of the clothing

house of W. V. Webster. Some time later, he bought

out Mr. Webster, and, after continuing alone for

one year, formed a co-partnership with Charles

Smith, doing business for two j-ears under the

firm name of Godfrey & .Smith, when he became

sole proprietor. Since the organization of the

Godfrey Clothing Compan}', in 188.5, he has been

its efficient President. In politics, he is a stanch

Republican, and, socially, is a Royal Arch Mason.

He became a member of tlie Congregational Church

in Pawtucket, R. I., in his youth, and now belongs

to the First Congregational Church of this city.

He ranks among the best citizens of Rockford, and

occupies a high place in the regard of his large

circle of acquaintances.

-i- -*- -?-

^OHN A. PALM, a grocer of Rockford, was

bom in Sweden, August 17, 1849, and is

one of eight children born unto P. M. and

Eliza Palm. His father for forty 3'ears en-

gaged in teaching and then retired on a full pen-

sion as a teacher. He is still living in his native

land at the age of seventy-eight years, and is yet

quite active for one of his age. He has been a

life-long and leading member of the Lutheran

CliLuch. His wife, who was also a member of the

same church, died Jul}' 28, 1891, at the age of

seventy-eight years, one month and tliirteen days.

Of the family, two sons and the daughters are now
deceased. Of the brotliers who are still living in

their native land, all are now married and are

variously engaged.

The only member of the family to come to this

country was our subject, who, after twenty years

spent in his native land, sailed for Xew York in

July, 1869, landing on the 2d of August of that

year. He went at once to Chicago, where he ar-

rived not only empty-handed, but was $65 in

debt for his passage to this country. He worked

in that city for a time for small wages, and then

went to New Orleans, where he spent one winter.

Since his return to the North he has had a success-

ful business career. He worked in Chicago for

three years as a brick and stone mason, which

trade he had learned iu that city, and on the 24th

of June, 1874, came to Rockford. Securing em-

ployment with H. F. Peterson, he worked for that

gentleman for nine years, and in 1878 began on

his own account as a contractor. He has met with

excellent success, securing a liberal patronage,

and has done the contract work on hundreds of

homes and buildings in this city. He is now a

member of the firm of Olson & Palm, who are en-

gaged iu the grocery business at No. 511 East

State Street. In company with Andrew Borg, he

owns the large stores and flats on Seventh Street.

His home is a pleasant and commodious residence

at No. 210 Seventh Street, and he also owns the

property adjoining.

Mr. Palm was married, in Rockford, to Miss

Christina Shold, who was horn in Sweden, Febru-

ary 24, 1858, and in 1867 came to Rockford with

her parents, John and Anna (Anderson) Shold,

both of whom are now deceased, having passed

away at about the age of sixty years. Mis. Palm
is the only surviving child of the family. By her

union she has had seven children, but one died iu

infancy. The living are: Rudolph, Cora A., Mabel

A., Irvin A., E. Lawrence and Floyd R. The par-

ents are both members of the F^irst Lutheran
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Cliurcli. and Mr. Palm votes with the Republican

party. He lias been a hard-working man, but, as

the result of his industry, enterprise and good

managenu'iil, sui)plcmented liy good business abil-

ity, he has made a small fortune, and is now en-

J03'ing the comforts and pleasures which a com-

petence, well earned, brings.

kUCnJN WILLIAMS, President of the

IJockford IJurial Case Companj', is at the

head of one of the most prominent in-

dustries of Rockford, with which he has l)een

identified since its organization in 1883. The

company employs more than thirt3' hands, and is

represented by three commercial men. Operating

with ample ca|)ital and in a systematic manner, this

reliable firm is enabled to push its trade far beyond

what is usually termed the local territorj', and

enjo}'S a lucrative and extensive business through-

out the county.

Mr. Williams is also an original stockholder and

Director and owns a one-fourth interest in the

Overall Manufactory of Rockford, a successful

institution which was estal.ilished in 1883, and is

now numbered among the mone3-ed concerns of

the city. Sonic ten men and sixty women are

furnished with constant employment, and six

traveling men are employed by the company. Mr.

Williams is also a stockholder in the People's

Bank and tlie Manufacturers' Bank of Rockford,

and in the successful conduct of the various

establishments and institutions with which he is

connected, finds suflicient to demand his undivi-

ded attention. He is an ellicient business man,

and a most affable gentleman, enjoying a high

place in the regard of his fellow-citizens and an

enviable reputation for integrity. Since he came

to this cit}' in 1882, he has served as Supervisor of

the Seventh Ward for four years, and been other-

wise closely identified with the progress of the

city.

Born in ilanlius Township, Onondaga County.

N. Y., .Tune 21, 1821, Lucien B. Williams is the son

of Elijah and Lucy (I>lwards) Williams. He grew

to maturity in his native county, and in his early

manhood became foreman for a large contractor

on the Erie Canal, whom he later aided in building

the railroad from York to Erie. Thus early in

life he gained a pr.actical experience in under-

taking and carrying out large contracts, and was

one of a number of young men who familiarized

themselves with railroad contracting. It was in

order to accejit a contr.act for seven miles of rail-

road, now the property of the Northwestern

R. R. Company, that he came West with several

others in 1852, and so satisfactorily did he fill the

contract that he immediately secured another from

the Illinois Centr.al Railroad, fur Imilding the

road between Freeport and La Salle.

Completing his contract in 185,5, Mr. Willi.ams

settled in ILarrison Township, Winnebago County,

where he had purchased five hundred acres of

land. He added to his landed property until he

owned nine hundred acres, the most of whicli was

placed under splendid cultivation, while the re-

mainder was pasture land in the Pecatonica River

bottoms. For twenty-seven years he lived and

labored on his farm, giving his attention to gen-

eral farming as well as to raising sheep and carry-

ing on an extensive dairy business. He owned one

hundred cows and shipped butter to Boston,

St. Louis and other markets, and was the first

large dairy farmer in the county, and the first

man to use tile drainage here. This serves to

illustrate his progressive ide.as and his desire to

promote the advancement of the agricultural

interests of Northern Illinois. His popularity and

large executive ability led to his appointment as a

Director of the County Agricultural Society, and

he was instrumental in securing its success, accom-

plishing much in behalf of the farmers of the

count}', and causing a more general interest to be

aroused in the various departments of agriculture.

While he still resided in New York State, Mr.

Williams was united in marriage with Miss Maiy

Arnold, who was born and reared in the Empire

State and belongs to a good old family whose

members have been distinguished for sterling

traits of character and citizenship. In all his

labors, Mr. Williams has received the devoted

assistance of this wife, who has lightened his

sorrows and doubled his joys, and who is now his
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comfort in his decli0ing years. She is the mother

of six children, namely: Fannie, wife of Walter

W. Favor, a druggist in Rockford; Ida, who

married Delos Barningham, a farmer of Harrison

Township; Rosemond, wife of .T. Barningham, also

a general farmer of Harrison Township; JMyra,

Charles and India, who remain at home with their

parents. The last-named are graduates of Rock-

ford High School, and are bright, intelligent young

people, whose position in social circles is high.

Mr. and Mrs. Williams are members of the

Christian Union Church, and in his political

affiliations, Mr. Williams is a sound Republican,

favoring the principles .and candidates of his

part}' by his influence and ballot.

^OHN P. NORDHOLM. Among the most

important lines of commercial industry- in

any business communitj' is that of insurance,

which gives security to the merchant and the

householder alike, and secures him from possible

loss in case of flre, accident, etc. Mr. Nordholm, who
is a representative Swedish gentleman, ranks high

as a successful business man, and is engaged in

the real-estate, loan, fire, life and accidental insur-

ance business at No. 420 East State Street. He
came to this city in 1889, has been closely identi-

fied with the progress of the city since, and is up-

right and honorable in all his relations with the

public. For some time after locating in this city,

he was engaged as clerk by the Central Furniture

Company, but being progi'essive and enterprising,

he subsequentl}' took the general ageucj' for the

Union Central Life Insurance Company, of Cincin-

nati, Ohio, and since March, 1801, he has attached

the various other enterprises to his chief business.

He is also agent for the Rockford Swedish-Ameri-

can Labor Agency. He is hardworking, gives

his best energies to his present business, and under

his energetic management it can not fail to suc-

ceed. He is a stockholder in the Central Furni-

ture Company, the Rockford Manufacturing Com-
pany, the Royal Sewing Machine Comp.any, Rock
River Planing Mill Company, and the Rockford
Furniture and Undertaking Company, and was

stockholder and Director from the start in the

last-named concern, the same being incorporated

with a capital of 8.50,000. Mr. Nordholm is also

a member of the Skandia Land Association, which

has a capital stock of |i75,000, and takes an ac-

tive interest in all these enterprises.

He was born in Skande Province, Sweden, May
30, 1860, and was thoroughly educated in his na-

tive country, where he continued under the par-

ental roof until a j'oung man. In 1888, he made
his first appearance on American soil and is now
the only member of the family in this country.

He spent the first eight months as clerk in a mill

and elevator at Wakefield, Neb., for J. O. Mul-

ligan it Co.. and later came to Rockford, where

he has met with a more than average degree of

success.

His parents were natives of Sweden .and his

father, Peter Person, was a successful agriculturist

in that country. The latter was a man of excel-

lent character and w.as highly respected in his

section. He passed away in the year 188.5, when
eighty-one years of age, and had ever been a

worthy member of the Swedish Lutheran Church.

His wife still resides in Sweden, and is now in her

sixty-ninth year. She is in every way a most

amiable and pleasant lady, and, like her husb.and,

has been prominently connected with the Luther.an

Church all her da3'S.

John P. Nordholm was the j'oungest in a large

famil}' of children, three sons and one daughter

still living. He selected his wife in the person of

Miss Nellie Felsenburg, a native of the Empire

State, and their union was celebrated in Rockford

on the 27th of October, 1891. She is a descend.ant

of German-French ancestors and of a representa-

tive German family. Her father. Dr. .Joseph Van
Felsenburg, was born in Germany and educated

as a physician in his native countrj-. He was

married to an Austrian lady of French ancestrj-,

and they subsequently crossed the ocean to the

United States, settling in New York Citj-. There

he practiced his profession very successfully until

failing health caused him to abandon this and
seek the Hot Springs of Arkansas to rebuild his

shattered constitution. He was not successful

and his death occurred in 1884, when in the prime
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of life. His wik' d'u'.d at the same place in 1890,

when about thirty-seven years of age. Her maiden

name was Fannie liininicr. Tliey were of the

Ix'tter class of (iernian people and were educated

and refined. Mrs. Nordhohn's uncles and aunts

were peojjle of more than ordinar}' intelligence

and were veiy prominent in Vienna, Austria, espec-

ially in educational matters. She was thoroughly

educated in the convents of Cleveland and Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, also of St. Louis, and has many bril-

liant attainments, being particularly good in art.

Mr. Nordholm is a member of the Second Congre-

gational Church and the Young ]\Ien's Christi.in

Association, being a member of the financial board

in the latter.

* f i^_

?RANK G.STIBB, Government store-keeper

and ganger for the cit}' fif Rockford, re-

ceived his appointment to this responsi-

ble position in .Tuly, 1889, and was assigned to

duty on the 1st of August of the same year.

He had lieen connected with the city in other

capacities previous to this, having been ap-

pointed East Side Street Commissioner in 1885

by (then) Ma\'or Taggart, and held that position

and discharged the duties in a very satisfactor}'

manner for twii years. He has been an active

worker for the principles of the Republican party,

and is prominently identified with all enterprises

of a laudable nature. He is a live, public-spirited

citizen and is likely to make his i^resence felt in

the near future.

He was born in Rockford on the 22d of May,

1856, and, as a consequence, his inclinations nat-

urallv tend toward the advancement and progress

of his native town. He received a practical edu-

cation and yet he is a self-educated and self-made

man. Skilled as a mechanic and brick-layer, he

lias met with nuich more than the average amount

of success and has accumulated considerable

wealth. He owns some valuable property' on

Kishwaiikee Street, about one hundred and seventy-

one feet, and about two hundred feet on May
Street, making him a fine triangle block which is

steadily increasing in value. He has lived at No.

311, on his property, and has erected three busi-

ness houses and a residence on this flue block. He
built one house himself, being an advanced and

progressive architect and a student and patron of

the Srientijic American, Architects' and I)uilders'

Edition.

His father, .lull n Stibb (whose Swedish name

was Larson), was a native of ( )ster Gothland, born

April 30, 1815, and was taught the stonemason

trade in youth. After reaching mature years, he

wedded Miss C. Al, a native of Smoiand Prov-

ince, who was reared there by good Swedish pa-

rents. After the liirth of two children, one of

whom died in Sweden, and the other shortly after

reaching America, Mr. and Mrs. Stibb took pas-

sage with their remaining child on a vessel, the

"Holland," at Gottenburg, and reached Boston.

Mass., on the 10th of September, 1854, after seven

weeks on the liriny deep. ( )n the 19th of that

month, they reached the cit3' of Kockford and

this, from that time forward, became their perma-

nent home. In this city the upright, honorable

and esteemed citizen, .lolui Stibb, passed away on

the nth of December, 188(5. He followed his

trade in this city and was accounted a skillful and

reliable workman. His wife preceded him to

the grave, having died on the 15th of December,

the year previous. They were worthy people in

eveiy respect and were among the organizers of

the First Swedish Church of Rockford, being mem-
bers in good standing until the last. Mr. Stibb had

been a stanch Republican and had taken out his

naturalization papers immediately after his Ave

years had expired and became a thorough Ameri-

can citizen. He was of much assistance to others

who wished to secure their naturalization papers.

Mr. Frank G. Stibb selected for his life compan-

ion Miss Lena Peterson, and their union w.as sol-

emnized in Rockford. She was born in Skane

Province, Sweden, July 17, 1858, to the union of

Nels and Sissa (.Johnson) Peterson, natives of

Sweden, who were reared and married in that

country. After the birth of four children, or in

1866, Mr. and Mrs. Peterson took passage on a

steamer for the American coast. After landing

they came immediately to Rockford where the

parents reside at the present time. The father is
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a mechanic and is working in the Forest City

Furniture Factory. He and liis estimable wife are

sixty-two and fifty-eiglit years of age respectively.

Botli are devout members of the First Lutlicran

Clumli. IMr. Peterson is a Republican in politics,

and is an honest, hardworking man. They are

the jiaronts of four children, all of whom arc liv-

ing. Tiic eldest, Ncls Peterson, is a molder by

trade, and is a resident of Chicago. He married a

Miss Hanson. The third child, Chestie, is at home

and the youngest, Mary, lives in Chicago.

The original of this sketch is Secretarj^ and

Treasurer of the Scandinavian Cemetery Associa-

tion, of which he was one of the organizers, and

he is a director in tiie I'nion Grocery Company'

and the Swedish Mutual Fire Insurance Co. So-

ially, he is a member of the Unity Legion, No. 12,

a Master Mason, Rockford Lodge No. 102, Scan-

dia Lodge A. O. U. W., No. 54, the Odd Fellows'

Society, and Social Lodge No. 140, Select Knights

of America. Mr. Stibb and wife attend the First

Congregational Church and are representative cit-

izens. They have an interesting family of three

children: May F., Harry T. and Lillie M. Mr.

Stibb and his son, Harry T., are the only members

of his father's family now living.

f^llTSKBIA N. HITNTLEY, M. D., is one of

the successful physicians and surgeons of

Rockford, where she has engaged in prac-

tice since 1873. She is a native of Herkimer

Count3% N. Y., and a daughter of the Rev. Lyman
Huntley, who for some years was a Baptist minis-

ter, but failing health caused him to withdraw

from that work, and he engaged as a harness

dealer in South Columbia, N. Y. He was born in

Otsego County, that State, and is still living at

the advanced age of eighty-five years, retaining

his mental faculties to a good degree. His life

has been well and worthily spent, and he has the

respect of all who know him. He is an own cousin

of Lydia Huntley Sigourney, the poetess.

The Rev. Mr. Huntley married Miss Elizabeth

Tisdale, who was born and reared ni South Col-

umbia, N. Y., and died in that place at the age

of seventy-five years. Like her husliand, she was

a life-long member of the Baptist Church. The

Huntley family is of English origin and its people

were all Baptists in religious belief, while the Tis-

dales were of Protestant Irish ancestry-. Four

sons of the Huntley family wore the Iilue during

tlie late war. L. C. was killed at Ream's Station,

Va., near Richmond, while on skirmish duty, May

16, 1865. J. W. died of consiunption in the lield

hospital of Bowling Green, Ky., after two years

of service. Hem. S. F. is a graduate of Cornell

University, and is now a missionary of the Ci:)n-

gregational Church, located in Alexandria, S. Dak.

He has been a member of both the Constitutional

Conventions of South Dakota and its first State

Senate. His wife, whose maiden name was Alii

Townsend, is also a minister of the Congregational

Church and an ex-professor of the college in

Union Springs, N. Y. The fourth son who fol-

lowed the old flag was D. T., who married Annie

Fosket, and is now living a retired life in Cald-

well, Sumner County, Kan. Another brother of the

Doctor is L. D., who wedded Maggie M. Davis, of

the Empire State, and is now a harness-maker and

dealer in South Columbia, N. Y. The only living-

daughter of the family, with the exception of our

subject, is J. Cyrene, wife of O. P. Ay res, who is

living a retired life in South Columbia, N. Y. E.

E. Huntley, the eldest daughter, died of consump-

tion at Miller's Mills, N. Y., in 1857. The young-

est daughter, Mrs. L. A. INIcCutchen, wife of .1. W.
McCutchen, died at Norris, 111., of pneumonia, in

1870.

After acquiring her literaiT education, which

was completed in Whitestown Seminary, of Oneida

Countj', N. Y., Dr. Huntley engaged in teaching

school, and was thus employed in Fulton County-,

111., for about thirteen years, and for three years

of that time was a teacher in the High School of

Canton, 111., for which responsible position she was

fully prepared by her splendid education. The

fact that she holds a State certificate fully attests

her qualifications. At length, determined to study

medicine and engage in its practice as a life work,

she entered the medical department of the State

University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and later
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did clinical work in the hospitals at Chicago for

three months.
Dr. Huntley came to Rockford in 1873, and has

an office at No. 204 North First Street. She has

built up a large and constantly growing practice.

From her mother she inherited great energy and

the determination to carry out whatever she under-

took, so that she has been very successful, and her

reputation as a physician and surgeon might well

bo envied by those who have Longer followed this

work. She makes a specialty of the diseases of

\'\omcn and children, and her patrons are from

among the best class of people. She is a lady of

truly progressive spirit, and has made many warm
friends in Rockford. Her large practice has proved

remunerative, and she is now the owner of consid-

erable real estate. In religious Ix'lief, she is a

Presbyterian.

The attention of the reader is invited to the

lithographic portrait of Dr. Huntley, which appears

on an .accompanying p.age.

^^fj LBERT DICKINSON, a well-known busi-

^lUli ness man of Rockford, who is engaged in

the laying of concrete pavement, claims

New York as the State of his nativity, and

was the fijurtli in order of birth in a family of

seven children, of whom he is now the only sur-

vivor. His father, Edwin Dickinson, was liorn

near Attica, N. Y. The paternal grandfather of

our subject reached the advanced age oi ninety

years, and his wife was ninety-two years at the

time of her death. Edwin learned the trade of

carriage-making and l.il.aeksmithing, and went to

Oneida County, N. Y., where, being a skilled work-

man, lie secured a good position in the New York
Mills of that county. He there married Sarah Van
I5uren, who was born in Kinderliook, and was a

daughter of Ephraim Van Buren, an own cousin

of President Van Buren. The family liad been

slave holders in the Empire State in an early d.ay.

After the birth of some of their children, Edwin
Dickinson and his wife left Oneida County, N. Y.,

and removed with their family to Calhoun County,

Mich., making tlie trip overland with teams in

1842. The father there secured some Govern-

ment land in the oak opening, not far from Bat-

tle Creek, where he developed a farm, making it

his home until 1848, when, having arranged to go

into the carriage-making business in Battle Creek,

he removed his family to that city, where he died a

few months later in the autumn of that j'ear. He
was theu fort^'-four j'ears of age. In politics, he

was a Whig; soci.ally, he was a Mason, and in relig-

ious belief, was a Presbyterian. He was known as

a worthy and upright man, highly respected for

his excellencies of character. His wife long sur-

vived him, passing away in 1880, at the age of

seventy -three years.

Our subject was quite young when his parents

removed to Michigan. In that State, he was reared

to manhood, his boyhood days being passed in the

usual manner of farmer lads, while in the public

schools his education was acquired. At Three Riv-

ers, Mich., he married Miss Martiia R. King, a native

of that place, where her people had located in a

very early day. Her father, Benjamin King, was

born in New York and died in Three Rivers, at

about the age of seventy-five. He married Miss

Wetturbee, mother of Mrs. Dickinson, and after

her death w.as again married, his .second wife also

being deceased. Mrs. Dickinson was one of eight

children. She is an intelligent and cultured lady,

and has proved a true helpmate to her husb.and.

Their union has been blessed with two children:

S. Isabella and Floyd E.

During the late war, i\Ir. Dickinson enlisted in

the Michigan Battalion of Merrill Horse, which af-

ter some months became known as the Second Mis-

souri Cavalry. With his command he participated

in the battles of Memphis, Kirksville and Moore's

Mills, together with minor eng.agenients, and later

went with the division that captured Little Rock,

and raided the State of Arkansas. After three

years of faithful service, he was honorably dis-

charged in the fall of 18G4. He saw much hard

fighting, and had many narrow escapes. He was a

few times hit by spent balls, but was never dis-

abled, and it was very seldom that he did not re-

port for duty.

On the 2.sth of -Tune, 1882, JMr. Dickinson left

Battle t'reek, Mich., and in com])any with his fam-
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ily came to Rockford, where he has been engaged

in business in the line above mentioned. The

pavement known .as the Staples cement pavement,

which was invented by Mr. Staples, who is yet a

resident of Battle Creek, was brought to this city

by our subject, and has come into general use. Its

value has been thoroughly tested, and it is found

to be a reli.ible and lasting paving. His wcirk be-

ing thus proven, he has received a lilicral patron-

age, and is carrying on a successful business. An
enterprising and industrious man, he well deserves

the prosperity which has attended his efforts.

^^EOROE L. LUCE Notwithstanding the

I (=, ra])id growth of the agricultural affairs of

^^^ the county in the Last few years, and the

progressive ideas advanced, Mr. Luce has kept

thoroughly apace with the times and is considered

one of the leading farmers of the countj'. He is

a self-made man, and principally self-educated,

and all his accumulations are the result of honest

work and unflagging industr3'.

Our subject first saw the light of d.ay in Tolland

Township, Tolland Count3% Conn., June 29, 1819,

and his parents, Israel and Julietta G. (Ramsey)

Luce, were also natives of that county and town-

ship. The father was born on the 14th of .Jan-

uary, 1781, and died in his native county on the

23d of August, 1878. He was one of three chil-

dren born to .Joseph and Priscilla (Loomis) Luce,

the former an Englishman, who came to this coun-

try with two brothers. One settled in Vermont,

another settled in the Far West, and Joseph lo-

cated in Connecticut, where his son, Israel, and

his grandson, George L., were born. He died in

Tolland Township, Tolland County, of that State,

when a very aged man. He served five years in

the Revolutionary War and was an officer in the

same. Many of our subject's ancestors were pro-

fessional men and prominent on land and sea.

Joseph Luce's wife, Priscilla (Loomis) Luce, was

born in Connecticut and there passed her entire

life. The mother of our subject was born in Provi-

dence, R. I., and was the daughter of William

Ramsey, a native of South Carolina, who followed

the seas from early boyhood and became captain

of a vessel. Later in life, he abandoned the sea and

engaged in the wholesale grocery business. He
died near Providence, R. I., from the effects of a

sabre thrust received in a battle near Newport,

j

when .about seventy years of age. He was in the

[
French Revolution. His wife was born ne.ar Provi-

i

dence, R. I., and there passed aw.aj- when quite an

old lady. Her maiden name was Dyer.

Our subject is one of five children, three sons

and two daughters, four of whom are now living,

and he remained with his parents until twenty-

two years of age. From there he went to Ala-

bama and worked at the carpenter's trade for a

year or two. and then entered a machine-shop,

where he continued for about live years. Later,

he went to Mobile, thence to New Orleans, and

then came up the Mississippi River to Galena, 111.

After remaining there a short time, he went by

stage to DeKalb County, this State, and there

bought two hundred acres of wild land. He sub-

sequently invested in six lumdred acres more, but

he finally disposed of all his DeKalb County jn-op-

erty. He had but a few dollars when he came to

this State, and his nearest market was Chicago,

where he could have purchased many acres of land

for a mere song. However, by his untiring indus-

try and excellent management, he lias accumu-

lated a comfortalile competency and has little to

regret in the past.

Mr. Luce selected his wife in the person of Miss

Harriet Ru.ssell, a native of Ross County, Ohio,

and their nuptials were celebrated on the 6th of

January, 1853. She w;as one of thirteen children

born to Laurence and Mary (Huff) Russell, but

onl}- five of these children are now living. Her

father, Laurence, w.as a native of Virginia, but

moved to Illinois, and died in DeKalb County,

when seventj'-three years of age. His wife w.as

born in Virginia and died in DeKalb County, III.,

when seventy-seven years of age. ]\Ir. and Mrs.

Luce's union has been blessed by the birth of three

sons, who are as follows: George E., born in

DeKalb County, 111., October 28, 1853, married

Miss Ella Ward, and is the father of three children,

a son and two daughters; Laurence R., born in

DeKalb Count}', October 2, 1856, married Miss
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p]lla Fritchard, and is tlie fatlier of four cliildren,

a son and three daughters; and (Jscar L., born in

Golden City, Colo., on the 21st of September, 1862.

In 1851), our subject and family went to Colo-

rado and he was there engaged in mining and

farming, and also worked .some at the carpenter's

trade for about ten yeans. He resided for some

time at Camp Collins, Larimer County, and while

there held the office of .Justice of the Peace. From

Colorado, JNIr. Luce went to Olathe, .Johnson

C'ounty, Ivan., and purchased a farm, but two years

later he sold [lart of this farm, about two hundred

and fifty acres, and one of his sons is residing on

the remainder at the present time. In 18-73, our

subject came to Boone County and is now a resi-

dent of Belvidere, being practically retired. lie

owns village property in Olathe, Ivan., also some

of the finest city property in Belvidere, and other

liropcrty in the county. Wlicrevcr he has resided,

jNIr. Luce has held local position and has dis-

charged the duties of the same in a most creditable

and etticient manner. Mv. and Mrs. Luce have

been members of the Methodist Church for years

and contribute liberally to all worthy movements.

Mr. Luce first voted for a Democratic President,

but since the formation of the Republican party

he has advocated its principles.

^=^'>^^<P ^—

W;ILLIAM .J. CI.EVKLAXD. The name

which stands at tlie head of this biograph-

ical outline will be at once recognized as

belonging to one of Ihe most energetic agricul-

turists and business men in Seward Township,

Winnebago County, lie has one of the finest

farms in Northern Illinois, in which region he

commenced building his f<:irtunc and where he has

gained a competence. Aside from farming, he is

interested in the elevator and creamery at Seward,

and his enterprise and .al>ility in managing affairs

have brought him success.

r.oni in IIi'lii()n, Wasliington County. N. Y.,

-July 21, ls2:t. (lur subject is a son of .Job W. and

Almira Cleveland, the former of whom was born

in the abDVO-nanied Stall.' and town, August 7,

17'.tG. Tin' paternal grandfather of <_iur subject

also bore the name of .Job and was Jioi'n in 17.57

in New York and died in Washington C'ounty.

He was the father of eleven children, and, like all

our subject's ancestors, was a farmer.

The father of our subject died July 7, 1870, in

Wethersfield, Wj'oming County, N. Y. His wife,

Almira Fenton, was a native of Dorset, Vt., her

birth occurring November 12, 1799; she died in

Wethersfield on her eighty-seventh birthday.

Her parents were also natives of the Green

Mountain State and departed this life in Genesee

County. N. Y., when verj^ old peojile. The Fen-

tons were mechanics and pioneers of Vermont,

where they were recognized as honorable and

upright citizens. Grandfatlier Fenton drew a

pension from the Government, having been a

soldier in the War of 1812, in which conflict

the father of our subject was also a participant,

and likewise drew a pension.

William .J. Cleveland came to this county when

twentj'-two years of age and purchasing laud in

Seward Township, lived tliere for four j'ears,

when he sold his property to his Jirother S. H.

and Jiought his present farm of two hundred acres,

a portion of which is included in the town site of

Seward. By persistent industry and enterprise,

he i^laced his land under an excellent state of

cultivation, erecting thereon all the needful

buildings, and by properly cultivating the soil

realizes handsome returns.

The lady to wliom our subject was married July

3, 1H,")1, was JMiss .lane Curtis, whose birth oc-

curred October 23, 1831, in Wethersfield, Wyom-
ing County, N. Y. She was a daughter of Francis

and Sylvia Curtis, natives of New York. The

mother is at present living in Michigan, in which

State the father died in 18G0. jNIrs. Cleveland

was a member of a family which included eleven

children, all of whom are living with one

exception. Mr. Cleveland h.as five brothers and

two sisters living.

Of the seven children born to our sulijcct and

his wife, six are living, namel^^i Albert W., born

in Wethersfield, N. Y., August 27, 1852, is married

and has four children; Maria A., a native of this

county, was liorn August 26, 1854; Adela E., also

a native of this ctuinty, was born June 10, 1857,
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and is maiTied and has had five children, one of

whom is deceased; Herbert W., a native of this

county, was born August 8, 1860, is married and

the fatlier of three children; Clara R. was born on

the 22d of May, 1864, is married, has one child,

and resides in Iowa; Wilson J. was born July 3,

1876, on the twenty-liftli anniversary of our sub-

ject's marriage.

Mr. and ilrs. Cleveland are memlters of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, in which denomina-

tion our subject has beeu Deacon for tlie past

twenty years. He is a believer in the principles

embodied in the Republican platform, and in all

national elections supports it with his vote. His

fellow-citizens, marking his abilitj' in carrjing on

his own affairs, have called upon him to aid in

the management of public business, he having

filled many positions of trust and responsibility.

ANIEL DOW. The thrilling scenes through

which the pioneers passed in the settle-

ment of this portion of the State, must

ever awaken emotions of warmest regard

for them. To pave the way for those who followed,

and to make settlement in the West a pleasure,

they stemmed the lloodtide wave of civilization,

they endured all, they suffered all. Mr. Dow is

one of those few spirits who now survive; many
of them have passed away full of years and honor,

leaving their children and children's children

and strangers to succeed them and enjoy the

fruits of their toil, privations and the savings of

their long and eventful lives.

Daniel Dow, whose portrait accompanies this

life sketch, was born in Perthshire, Scotland, and

is a son of Alexander Dow, who was a native of

the same parish. The latter-named gentleman was

always engaged in agricultural pursuits, and spent

his entire life in his native land. The maiden

name of the mother of our subject was Ann McEwen.
She was a native of the same shire as was her

husband and spent her entire life in Scotland. To
them were born eight children, namely: John,

Thomas, Jane, Alexander, Charles, Catherine,

Daniel and Neal. Charles, Daniel and Catherine

were the only members of the family who came to

America, all settling in Winnebago County.

Catherine became the wife of K(jhert Dow, who
was also a native of Scotland.

Having heard wonderful accounts of the New
World, the subject of this sketch, before reaching

his twelfth year, made up his mind to come to

tiiis country. Before attaining his majority, he

left the parental roof, and, going to Liverpoc.il,

took passage on a sailer, and after a voy.age of

seven weeks and four daj's, landed in New York.

Having friends in that State, he spent a twelve-

month there, and in 1838 came to Illinois, via

the Erie Canal to Buffalo, and thence by way of

the Lakes to Chicago, which was then but a hamlet.

He found business very dull there and soon after

visited Peoria. He returned, however, to Chicago,

where he arrived with but twenty-five cents in his

pocket. He was fortunate in obtaining a situation

in a general store, but as fever and ague were

very prevalent in Chicago at that time, and as he

was himself in poor health, in 1839 he determined

to return to Scotland.

On informing his employer of his intentions, the

latter tried to induce him to remain, bnt Mr. Dow
was inflexible and a settlement was made. His

employer was to be at the store the next moriiiiig

to pay him the remainder of his earnings and bid

him a farewell. However, he failed to keep the

appointment and did not arrive until after the

boat was gone. It being the last boat which left

Chicago that fall, and as there was no railroad,

}'Oung Dow returned to his position as clerk in

the store. He occupied that position until 1841,

which was the date of his arrival in Rockford, at

that time a place of but a few hundred people.

The surrounding country was very sparsely

settled, deer, wolves and other wild game being-

very plentiful, and the laud which was not yet

opened up was owned by the Government.

On making his home in this now prosjierous

cit3% Mr. Dow established himself in business by

opening a boot and shoe store, and in a short time

put in a stock of general merchandise, buying his

goods at St. Louis, Cincinnati and New York.

His first trip to St. Louis was made with teams to

Galena, thence by the Mississippi River to his
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dcstinatiou. In later years he went b^' the way of

Peru. He was very successful iu business, and was

prompt in meeting his obligations, never Laving

to be sued or even dunned. He continued actively

engaged as a nierchant until 1859, when, on

account of ill-liealth, he disposed of his business

and crossed the ocean to visit relatives and friends

in his old home. Remaining there for six months,

he again came to Rockford and a short time after

started for California, leaving New York and

landing in San Francisco after being out thirty-

five days. He traveled quite extensively in the

Golden State and then wont to Oregon, where he

visited the principal points of interest, and re-

turned home via Panama to Aspinwall, and thence

to New York. He then C(jmmenced dealing in

grain in Rockford, and from that time has oper-

ated more or less on the Chicago Board of Trade.

A man of decided ability and genial tempera-

ment, Mr. Dow is very popular with his fellow-

citizens. For six years he served as Alderman of

the Third Wai'd, and upon retiring from the office

received a gold-headed cane, upon which was the

following inscription: " D. Dow, Alderman Third

Ward, Rockford, from his constituents." In

social life he is very entertaining, and is well

calculated to aid in the building up of a new
country, being energetic, affable and kind-hearted.

As a splendid example of what may be accoin-

plislicd by an energetic, determined and econom-

ical man, we \H>iut with pride and pleasure to

Daniel Dow.

C^^IIOIMAS DUNKLKY. Among the popular

(lM^\
'-•'^'^''-'"^ *jf t.he village of Winnebago is the

^^^ gentleman whose name introduces this bio-

graphical notice and who, since first he settled in

Winnebago County, has been closely identified

with its progress along the lines of agricultural,

religious and educational growth. He inherits the

sturdy qualities of his English forefathers and he

himself is a n.ative of England, born in Northamp-

tonshire, .January 14, 1818.

Tlie father of our sulijecl, Joseph Dunkley, was

born in the same shire iu which his son first saw

the light, and was there reared to farming jiursuits,

in which occupation he spent his entire life in the

shire of his birth. His wife, whose maiden name

was vSarali Cooper, was born in Northamptonshire,

England, and became the mother of five children:

AVilliam, Janet, Frances, Elizabeth and Thomas.

The last-named was reared in tlie town of Chapel,

Brampton, and entered the empU)y ui Eord Spen-

cer at an early age, remaining with him until his

death.

The next employment of Mv. Dunkley was at

the trade of a butcher, in which he was associated

with his father, and he was also the proprietor of

an inn and engaged in farming. In 1849, having

resolved to seek a home in America, he took pas-

s.age, June 14, at London on the .sailing-vessel

"City of Devonshire," and landed in New York

after a voyage of nearly' six weeks. He was ac-

companied by his wife and two children, and pro-

ceeded at once after lauding to Illinois, via the

Hudson River to Albany, thence by railroad to

Buffalo, and from there on the Lakes to Chicago,

and thence with a team to Rockford. The roads

were very bad and the journey from Chicago re-

quired almost a week.

After settling in Winnebago County, Mr. Dunk-

ley worked at various kinds of employment for

one and one half years in Rockford, then feeling

that it was time to secure a home for his family,

purchased eighty acres of fine prairie land in what

is now Seward Township, paj-ing $1.25 per acre.

There was plenty more good laud in the vicinity

for sale at the same price, but he thought it would

not all be taken up in his day and so did not buj'

for some time, and he paid $30 an acre for the first

he bouglit after his original purchase.

On his new farm Mr. Dunkley first built a frame

house, 12x18 feet iu dimensions, which the family

occujiied until 1861, when he built a commodious,

substantial, stone residence. As a farmer he was

successful and purchased other land at different

times until he became the owner of two hundred

and forty acres of well-improved land, and still

owns two hundred acres, but has disposed of the

other property. He occupied the farm and en-

gaged ill actively tiiliuu' the soil until 1879, when
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he built the residence he has since occupied iu the

village of Winnebago. June 22, 1846, Mr. Dunk-

ley was married, iu St. George's Church, Hanover

Square, London, to Miss Mary A. Withers, who

was also of English birth, and born .Tuly 7, 18l!S.

For more than thirtj^-six years the worthy couiiie

lived together in happiness, sharing their jo^'S and

working for the accumulation of a competency

and the training of their children, until October

4, 1882, when the beloved wife and mother passed

from earth. She was a faithful member of the

Presbyterian Church, to which Mr. Duukley also

belongs. The3' became the parents of eight chil-

dren who now survive, with one exception,

uamcl}': Thomas W., Elizabeth, Joseph, Edward,

John, William, George, who died March 2, 1892,

and Lillie. Politically, Mr. Dunkley adheres to

the principles of the Democratic party, and has

always contributed his influence toward those

measures which will benefit the community.

-^r^

IHOHN SMITH, a citizen of thorough integ-

rity, enterprise and intelligence, is highly

^^ prized in Winnebago Count}' as one of the

l^^ early settlers in Harlem Township. Born

in Kintyre, Argyloshire, Scotland, July 22, 1826,

he is the son of Daniel and Mary (Montgomery)

Smith. He attended the parish schools until fif-

teen years of age, then assisted his father on the

farm until accompanying his parents to America

in 1842. After the death of the father, our sub-

ject and his brothers worked together, and, as they

were all very industrious,made considerable monej',

which they invested in lands, until they owned up-

wards of a section.

For many years after locating in this county,

there were no railroads, all the grain being hauled

to the Chicago market with ox and horse teams,

our subject making twenty-five trips to that city

in one 3'ear. He relates that at one time he drove

in with a load of beef, and after selling all but one

quarter, drove all over the city to find a customer

for that. In 1852, the brothers divided their prop-

erty, our subject locating upon the farm wliere

he now resides. At that time the land was heav-

ily timbered, but Mr. Smith set industriously to

work to clear it, erecting buildings in accordance

with his means. His frame house was 16x24 feet

in dimensions and one story in height. A few

years later he erected a large frame liarn with stone

basement, which was replaced liy a larger one in

1873. A C()nHn(.)di(ius frame house was built iu

1868, and is now oceujiied liy our subject's sou

James, our >ubject residing iu a lieauliful dwell-

ing, into which the family moved in 18;i2.

The estate of our subject includes two hundred

and forty acres in one body, besides which he

owns sixty acres of pasture and timber land. The

buildings, which are neat and suljstantial, are lo-

cated on a rise of ground commanding a fine view

of the surrounding country. December 12, 18.")2,

Miss Elizabeth Montgomery, who was born in

Kintyre, Scotland, was united m mariiage with

our subject. Mrs. Smith was a daughter of James

and Jane (Caldwell) Montgomery, pioneeis of

Harlem Township. The five children comprising

the farail}' of our subject and his wife are: Daniel

M., Jane, Flora, James M. and Mary E. Daniel

married Catherine Brown and has one son, Charles;

Jane is Mrs. James S. Reid, of Harlem Township,

and has four children: Russel, Lulu, Howie and

Mary I.; James married Mary Greenlee and is re-

siding on the old homestead. The family of our

subject are all members of the Willow Creek Pres-

byterian Church, and, in i)olitics, our subject is a

member of the Repuljlican party.

^?v ARL J. SWENSON, a stockholder and Diiec-

\l[ 1-^
tor and the Superintendent of the Skandia

^^^7 Furniture Company of Rockford, has been

connected with this enterprise since the organiza-

tion of the company, in February, 1889. The

factory is located on North Second Street, on the

east bank of Rock River, and business was begun

in September of the 3'ear above mentioned. Em-
ployment has been continuously furnished to one

hundred and fiftv' men, of whom Mr. Swenson has

had the superintendence' during the entire opera-

tion of the factorj'.

Our subject was born not far from Gottenburg,
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Sweden, on llie lltli of Uecember, 1856, and there

resided until fifteen years of age, when he began

life for himself, sinee which time he has been de-

pendent ii|)on his own rcsourecs. Going to the

city near his Ikihig, he there learned the cabinet-

maker's trade, after which lie crossed the Atlantic

to America in 11-179, following his brother E. M
Swenson, who had previouslj- emigrated to this

country. He is now married and follows farming

near Waterville, ]\Iinn. lie also had one brother,

Albin, who came to this countrj' in 1880, and died

in Rockford in 1882, and a brother August and sister

Josephine, who came in 1881. This last brother

is a cabinet-maker and is employed by the Skandia

Furniture Company; the sister is the wife of E. A.

Norrmai), of the firm of Ullmark & Xorrman, tin-

ners. The parents came afterward to the United

States, the year 1882 witnessing their arrival,

since which time they liave made their home in

Rockford. The fatlier, Swen Swenson, is a suc-

cessful cabinet-maker, employed by the Rockford

Co-operative Furniture Company.

Tlie marriage of our subject was celebrated in

this city, tlie huly of his choice being Miss Alma C.

Olson, who was born in Sweden, on the 17th of

August, 1857, and crossed the water in 1885, since

which time her home has been in Rockford. Her

mother died in Sweden, but her fatlier, Olof John-

son, is now a resident of Rockford and a cabinet-

maker, engaged with the Skandia Furniture Com-

pany. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Swenson has

been blessed with two children: Thorborg and

Carl E.

In connection with his other business interests,

j\Ir. .Swenson was one i;>f the original stockholders

m the Co-operative Furniture Compan}', and was

the first cabinet-maker to draw a plane in its shops.

He was also its Superintendent for three j'ears,

after working as a common employe for seven years.

He was also employed for a time in the Forest City

Furniture Factory and since 1889, as before stated,

has been Superintendent of the Skaudia F'uruiture

Company. He has lived a busy and useful life,

lierforming each task faithfull3' and well, and thus

his merit has won him promotion. He is also a

valued citizen of the community, interested in

everything pertaining to the general welfare, and

is of a progressive spirit. In this community he

has made many friends, who esteem him highly for

his sterling worth, and he is well deserving of rep-

resentation in the history of his adopted count3^

\f/OIIN A. BRANDSTROM, who is engaged

I in the lioot and shoe business at No. (530

^^ ' Seventh Street, Rockford, claims Sweden

%^^ as the laud of his nativity. He was liorn

on the 10th of September. 1861, and is a son of

John and Mary (Peterson) Brandstroni, both of

whom are still living in the Old Country and are

now past the age of three-score years. With the

Lutheran Church they hold membership. They

had several children, those who came to this

country being Charles G., who is now in Inisiness

with our subject, and three sisters: Amanda, now
Mrs. Borg, of this city; Hulda, now Mrs. Lind-

burg; and Anna, who lives with her eldest sister.

Our subject spent his boyhood days under the

parental roof and when thirteen years of age be-

gan serving an apprenticeship to the trade of a

shoemaker, which he has followed throughout

his entire life. He was the first of his family to

cross the Atlantic to seek a home in the New
World. Bidding good-bye to his native land, he

prepared to sail, and the mouth of April, 1882,

witnessed his emigration to America. He came

at once to the West, locating in Oregon, 111., where

he spent two j'cars, after which he came to Rock-

ford in 1884. He began work in this city as a

shoemaker until April, 1889, when he established

his j)resent store at No. 630 Seventh Street. He
occui)ies a store-room, 40x50 feet, and has it well

stocked with a good grade of boots and shoes.

A marriage ceremony performed in Rockford

on the 28th of October, 1884, united the destinies

of Mr. Brandstrom and Miss Gustava Anderson,

who is a native of the same province of Sweden

as her husband. Her father was a Swedish soldier

and died in that country in the prime of life. Her

mother is still living in .Sweden and has passed

her sixtieth birthday. She is a member of the

Lutheran t'hurch, to which her liusband also be-
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loiii^ed. In the family was one son, who resides

in tliis couutrj; August, a farmer living in Ogle

County, and a sister, Rlalilda, makes her home in

Roekford.

Three ehildren grace the union of Mr. and Mrs.

Braudstrom, a sou and two daughters: Ellen T.,

C. J. Henry and Esther A. The parents both be-

long to the Swedish Lutheran Church, and in poli-

tics our subject is an independent Republican.

Since he established business in 1889, he has built

up a good trade and is now enjoying a well-de-

served patronage. He is recognized as one of the

successful Swedish merchants of the city and ranks

deservedly high in business circles. In connec-

tion with his boot and shoe store, he is interested

in the Roekford Manufacturing Company, which

has a capital of -S200,0()(), owning live shares of

stock in the same.

-gP <, ,
J, „> c=>_

ON. JOHN .T. FOOTE. To be descended

from ancestors whose names are inseparably

associated with the annals of our country,

is an honor in which one may take just

pride, but it is equally gratifying to the biographi-

cal writer to record the deeds of those who, through

long and honorable careers, have preserved un-

tarnished the good name they bear and have even

added lustre to the ancestral history.

It is therefore a pleasure to record the life sketch

and present the portrait of Hon. J. J. Foote, of

Belvidere, for the benefit of this and coming gen-

erations. He was born in Hamilton, Madison

County, N. Y., February- 11, 181(5, and is the son

of John Foote, a native of Connecticut. The pa-

ternal grandfather, Hon. Isaac Foote, was born in

Colchester, Conn., January 4, 1745, and in 177G

settled in Stafford, the same State. In 1779, he

was appointed Justice of the Peace, and was fre-

quently elected to re[iresent the district in the

State Legislature. When the Constitution of the

United States was drawn, he was chosen delegate

to represent the town in the general convention

appointed to canvass the Constitution in order for

adoption, and it was unanimously adopted by the

convention.

22

In 1795, Grandfather Foote removed West as

far as Smyrna, in that part of Herkimer County now
included in Chenango County, N. Y. Three years

after settling there, he was elected to the State

Legislature, in which position he was instrumental

in securing the organization of the county of

Chenango. He served with honor as the first

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and General

Sessions. In 1800, he was elected Senator and oc-

cupied that honorable otlice for four years. In

1806, he resigned the position of Judge and re-

tired from public life. His death occurred in

Smyrna, February 26, 1842, when he had reached

the venerable age of ninety-seven. The maiden

name of his wife was Mar}' Kellogg.

The father of our subject was educated at Hamil-

ton College, Clinton, Oneida County, N. Y., and

studied law with .ludge Hubbard, of Hamilton. In

1813, he was admitted to the Bar and practiced in

the district and United States courts, becoming

eminent as a counselor and a solicitor in chancery

He was always a total al)stainer and a great ad-

vocate of temperance. At the age of ninety-one

years, he delivered an able address which was

printed and had a large circulation. He was a

charter member of the Congregational Church at

Hamilton and served as Deacon and Clerk, remain-

ing a faithful Christian until his death in July,

1884. He was first married, January 12, 1812, to

Mary B. Johnson, the mother of our subject, who

was born in New Canaan, Columbia Ct)unty, N. Y.,

and was the daughter of Dr. Johnson.

In his boyhood days,oursubject attended school

until he was eleven 3'ears old, when he commenced

to learn the drug and medicine trade, but attended

Hamilton Academj' during the winter seasons until

sixteen. After that, he gave his time to business

but devoted all his leisure hours to study until

he had completed his education. The degree of

Master of Arts was conferred upon him by Madi-

son (now Colgate) University. He engaged in

the drug business at Hamilton until failing health

compelled him to seek rest from business cares,

when he came to Belvidere and located on a farm

which he owned near the city. In 1883, he moved

to the city of Belvidere, where he now lives retired.

The marriage of Mr. Foote in 1839 united liini
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with Miss Mary, daughter of Ainos and Mar_v

(Owen) Crocker, and a native of Lebanon, >.'. Y.

The}' have three cliildren living, namely: Mary
Annette, wife of Faios Clarlc, of Kirliwood, Mo.;

John Crocker and Harriet, who reside in Belvidere.

In politics, Mr. Foote was formerly a Whig and

wliile a member of that party was elected Super-

visor of the town of Hamilton, Madison County,

N. Y., and also served as Chairman of the County

Board of Supervisors. At the time of tlie formation

of the Republican jiarty, he entered its ranks. Li

1857, he was elected to the State Senate, represent-

ing the counties of Madison, Chenango, and Cort-

land, and introduced into the Senate the famous

Personal Liberty Bill. He was well acquainted and

in perfect accord with the leaders and stood high in

the councils of his party. In 1860, he was Presi-

dential Elector, representing Madison and Oswego
Connties. Since coming to Illinois, he has twice

been elected President of the Boone County Agri-

cultural Society, for five or six j'cars has repre-

sented Belvidere on the County Board of Super-

visors and served as Chairman of the Board.

In 1873, Mr. Foote was invited to New York by

Postmaster James to accept a position in the post-

oflice. There had been numerous defalcations

previouslj' and something had to be done to check

it. He organized the Auditor's Department of

that ollice, which was the first post-office in the

United States to have such a department, and was

acting Postmaster when Mi-. James was absent.

The duties pertaining to the office of Auditor are

as follows: accounting with the post-offlce depart-

ment, supervision of the cashier and money-order

department, receipt and expenditures of all

moneys, supervision of the unpaid postage depart-

ment, collection of newspai)er postage, and of quart-

erly rates, supervision of the rejjair of liuildings,

pouches and sacks, and sui)ei'vision of the different

stations and correspondence. He was Auditor of

the Custodian Department, having charge of public

l)uildings, and was very successful in the position,

which he held three years, resigning in 1876, be-

cause of failing health. The rules and regulations

he established for the reorganization of the New
York post-offlce were introduced into many post-

offlces of the large cities by Gen. M. La Rue Harri-

son, of Washington, D. C, so that the reforms

instituted in New York were not confined to that

city.

(ien. Harrison was connected with the money

order service at Washington, his duties ealliiig him

to large cities throughout the I'nited States, re-

organizing and reforming the service. After Mr.

Foote had reorganized tiie postottice at New York

and provided ''rules and regulations," which were

printed in pamphlet form, the General adopted

them as his guide. Referring to this in one of his

letters to Mr. Foote, he says: "I have told i)ost-

ollice men over and over again, tliat to you more

than to all others combined the NcwYork office owes

its present slate of efficiency. I am on the record

and ready to fight for it." Being a business man,

the reforms which Mr. Foote instituted were based

on approved "business principles," and jiroved

most beneficial.

^/ OIIN LEACH occupies an honorable posi-

tion among the pioneers of AVinnebago

County, and as an active, intelligent, thrifty

and practical farmer, has promoted its agri-

cultural interests, and is classed with its most suc-

cessful and wealthy farmers. He is a large land-

C)wner in this section, and his residence in the

county dates from 1849. His home is located on

section 36, Durand Township, where rich harvests

have brought him wealth, so that he is enabled to

spend his decliuing years at ease in a liome tliat is

replete with comfort.

Like many of the prominent residents of this

county, our subject was born in England, August

7, 1824, and is a son of Jonathan and Catherine

(Higgin bottom) Leach, also natives of Lanca-

shire, where the father was a dyer in a woolen mill.

To the parents were born a family of seven children

:

Anna, George, Samuel, John, Levi, and two who

died in infanc}'. Our subject was reared in Mos-

lem, England, and worked at the trade of a spin-

ner in a cotton factory. He was the only one of

tlie family to come to the New World, and, setting

sail from Liverpool, November 13, 1847, landed

in New York after a journej' of thirty-five days
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on the "Sheridan." Arriving in this country, Mr.

Leacli wentto Rhode Island, and in March, 1848, to

Waltham, Mass., where he inusiied his trade. The

following year he came to Illinois, and lieing

pleased with the outlook in Winnebago County.

remained two months in Durand, and during tlic

time selected the land wliich is liis present home.

Returning to tlie Bay .State, our subject resumed

work at his trade until April, 18.')3.

In August, 1851, Mr. Leach and Mi.ss Klizalieth

Higginbottom were united in marriage. The lady

was also a native of Lancashire, England, her birth

occurring April 27, 1823. She was the daughter

of Ilarlam and Anna (Lees) Higginbottom, and

accompanied her parents to the United States in

1841. Her father located in Trenton, N. J., but

not being able to find work at his trade of a spin-

ner, did manual labor. In 1842, he removed to

Rhode Island, where he resided until 1848, then

removed to Waltham, Mass., where he made his

home until coming to Illinois in 184'J. Locating

in Durand Township, Mr. Iligginliottom departed

this life when eighty-three 3'ears of age, and his

good wife when three-score years and ten.

Mrs. Leacli was one in a family of seven chil-

dren, five of whom grew to mature years, namely:

Samuel, who resides in Norborne, Mo. : Mrs. Leacli.

who was the second in order of birtii; Alien, who
resides in Holyoke, Mass.; Hannah, who married

Isaac Walker, died at Cahoos Falls. N. Y.; and

Ann, Mrs. John McMann, who resides in Harrison

Township, this county.

The original of this sketch made a permanent

location in this county in 1853, having purchased

forty-nine acres of land which bore partial im-

provements. He has since given his attention to

farming, and is the proud possessor (jf tliree liun-

dred and fifteen broad acres, upon wliich lie has

pl.aced first-class improvements. He also is (juite

successful in stock-raising, and ranks among tlie

progressive farmers of this section.

To Mr. and Mrs. Leach have been born eight

children, four of whom are deceased. Those liv-

ing are Levi, who was born August 24, 1852, and

resides in Aurora, Buchanan County, Iowa; he

married Hulda Felts, and is the father of four

children: JIamie, Edward. Stewart and an infant.

.lohn S., who was bcini August ."), l.S,'i7. married

Emma Ilicks, and has two children, Donald and

Leonard. Allen, whu was born November 2, 18G1,

is tlie liusl)and of Emma Nelson, and makes his

lioiiie in this township. Lizzie, who was lioni De-

cember 4, 1866, is Mrs. Edwin Ijariiingham, and

lives ill Ilarri.son Township.

In his political relations, Jlr. Leach voted the

Republican ticket until 1890, since which time lie

casts an independent ballot. He was reared in the

L^piscopal Church, and gives liberally of his means

toward its sujiport. The .accumulation of his hand-

some property has been by good management in

all of his enterprises, and by the assistance of a

devoted and helpful wife.

EOKGE GREENLEK. senior member of the

firm of George Greenlee i Son, hardware

merchants at Belvidere, is of Scottish birth.

He was liorn in Kintyre, Argyleshire. .Taiiuary 1,

1828, and is a son of Elder .lohn and Helen

(Brown) Greenlee, a sketch of whom apiiears else-

where in this work. He was a lad of only eitrlit

summers when, with liis parents, he crossed the

broad Atlantic to America, but he distinctly re-

members many incidents of the voyage antl of

early pioneer life in Winnebago County, where

the family settled. It was some time after they

had located here before there were any schools in

this part of the count3'. Finally, a district was

organized, and all the settlers joined together, cut

trees and erected a log building, which was located

about eighty rods west of the present site of the

Willow Creek Church. The floor was made of

slabs and the benches of the same material. There

were no desks in front; holes were bored in the

logs on either side of the room, in which [lins were

inserted, and slalis laid upon these served for the

larger scholars to write on. The building was

heated by a iire-place, and it was in this building

that the Willow Creek Church was organized.

When very j'oung, Mr. Greenlee commenced to

assist his father with the laliors of the farm, and

under the jiareiital roof he remained until his
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marriage, wlien hv located on flu' farm wiiii'li he

still owns ill Harlem 'rowiiship. He cuntiiiued to

actively engage in agricultural pursuits and de-

vote liis attention to the improvement of his land

until 187G, when he rented his farm and removed

to Belvidere. He einharked in the hardware busi-

ness in company with his lnothers, Joliii and

Charles. This linn continued operations until

November, 1890, when Mr. Greenlee's son suc-

ceeded to the interest of his brothers, and the firm

became George Greenlee A- Son. They carry a

full and complete stock of goods in their line,

have worked up an excellent trade and are num-

bered among the leading merchants of the city.

In 1857, our subject was united in marriage to

Martha Greenlee, also a native of Kiutyre, Scot-

land, and a daughter of William and Martha

Greenlee. Their union has been blessed b_v six

children, three of whom are living; George,

Martha and Lizzie, who are all at home. Mr. and

Mrs. Greenlee are both members of the Presby-

terian Church and are well-known people of this

community, held in high regard for their many
excellencies of character. In politics, he is a Re-

publican, and is a public-spirited and progressive

citizen who has ever borne his part in the advance-

ment of those enterprises calculated to benefit and

improve the community.

\w/ ESTER N. GALLUP, who resides at No.

I (^ 402 La Fayette Avenue, Rockfoid, is a na-

JLAy^ tivQ of Cleveland, Ohio, but was chielly

reared in Newburg, that State, where he received a

jiractical education. His parents, Jabez and Lucy
(Meech) Gallup, were natives of Connecticut and
of Scotch descent. In the Nutmeg State, they

were married and came at once to Cleveland, Ohio,

where the mother died at the age of thirty-seven

years. Mr. Gallup was a second time married and
removed to Denver, Col., where he died at the age

of eighty-four years. He was a skilled mechanic

and architect in house and ship building. In early

life, he and his wife belonged to the Presl)yterian

Church but afterward became Congregationalists.

He was a well-informed man. uiivieldinij- in sui)-

jiort of wh.it he believed to be righ.t. In jiolitics,

he was a stanch Whig and afterward a Rei)ublican,

and in the War of 1812 he served his country

faithfully.

At an early age, our suliject began to earn his

own livelihood and for nearly' three years served

on a lioat on the Mississippi River as a freight

checker. He showed decided business ability in

whatever he attempted to do and his life has been

one of uprightness and honor. He became con-

nected with the early development of the country

west of the Mississippi River about 1850. In 1859,

he crossed the American Desert and afterward be-

came proprietor of trains that carried all the busi-

ness which was done with the Far AVest. He con-

ducted, and was proprietor of, different wagon

trains which ran all the way to California. Few
men are better acquainted with the early history of

the West than Mr. Gallup. He .saw Denver, Colo.,

when it was only a few log cabins, a mere Indian

trading-post, and visited North Platte and Kearney

before they were known as towns. He became well

known among the frontiersmen and was a personal

friend of many of the leading pioneers. He also be-

came acquainted with the red men and their habits,

and has helped to bury manj^ massacred by the sav-

ages, but his own judgment and care, supplemented

b^' undaunted bravery, made him safe from their

treachery. If it were possible to relate all the ex-

periences of Mr. Gallup in his Western life, it

would fill a volume and the story would be one of

thrilling interest. Circumstances led him to be-

come connected with the railroad interests and

also the stock business. He is now actively en-

gaged in looking after iiis stock in Gentry County,

Mo., and is the live-stock agent for the railroad

companies through the West.

In St. Louis, Mo., Mr. Gallup wedded Miss

Rebecca Griggs, who was born in Illinois, and is a

daughter of Albert and Laura (Judd) Griggs, na-

tives of the Empire State, and of French and New
England descent, respectively. Her father died at

Glenwood, Mills County, Iowa, in 1864. He was

a prominent man in that county and was serving

as Sheriff at the time of his death. He was a soldier

during the War of 1812. In politics, he was a

Whitr and afterward a stanch Repul)lican. His
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wife now makes her home with Mrs. Gallup at the

age of seventy-seven years and is yet remarkalily

well preserved. In religious belief, she is a Meth-

odist and her life has been in harmony with her

profession.

Mrs. Gallup is a cultured and refined lady and

has been quite prominent in temperance work in

the West. She was one of the pioneer temperance

workers in Iowa and is a personal friend of Mrs.

J. Ellen Foster. Both Mr. and Mrs. Gallup give

their support to whatever tends to promote the

moral interests of the community, are consistent

members of the Baptist Church and are Prohilii-

tionists in political sentiment. They have a plea-

sant home at No. 402 La Fayette Avenue, which is

brightened by the presence of two children: Lulu

F. and Fred. Mr. Gallup is recognized as a man

of sterling worth, is true to every dut}' and is of a

genial nature.

if OHN H. LINDERIMAN. This gentleman

has done much to forward the business

interests of Winnebago County, and as one

who is disposed to support all measures

tending toward the continuation of its prosperity,

he is well worthy of representation in this volume.

He is at present residing on a good farm in Roscoe

Township, where, besides being engaged in general

agriculture, he make a specialtj"^ of stock-raising

feeding the greater portion of his farm products

to his animals.

A native of Steuben County, N. Y., our subject,

who is the son of Henry Lindermau, was born in

1828. His father was also a native of that State,

where he spent the first sixty years of his life, then

came West to Roscoe Township, this county, in the

fall of 1854, making the journey overland with

teams. His father, the grandfather of our subject,

S. Linderman, also hailed from New York, and

after rearing a large family died at the advanced

age of one hundred years. He was a patriot in the

Revolutionary War and an industrious and reliable

citizen.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Mary Sebring, a native of Newfield, Tompkins

County, N. Y., and the daughter of Cornelius Se-

liring, one of the earliest settlers of that place,

whither he had removed from Pennsylvania. He

was a great hunter, and .as bear, deer and other

wild game were iilontiful. thus ke])! the family

larder constantly supplied with wild meats. lie

reared a family of three sons and four daughleis

and died in New York at the venerable age of

seventy-five 3ears. He kept a country tavern

and was thus widely and favorably known

throughout that section of the State, being one of

the most prominent pioneers of his day.

John H. Linderman made his advent into Illi-

nois in 1854, at which time he was accompanied by

his mother and young wife, who prior to her mar-

riage was Miss Luc}-, daughter of Simeon and

iMary A. (Fargo) Church. Her parents were na-

tives of Connecticut and later removing to New
York were farmers, and there the father's demise

occurred; Mrs. Church is still living. The first

land owned by our subject in this county was one

hundred and sixty acres on section 1, sixty acres

of which were cleared, and an old house and stone

hog pen completed the improvements. In 1876,

lie erected his present commodious and substantial

dwelling where were born their seven children,

two of whom died in infancj'. Those living

are: Arthur .7., Ellen .1., Cora B., Owen C. and

Alice E.

Although reared a Democrat, Mr. Linderman

casts ills vote for Republican candidates. He has

never identified himself with any church, but is a

liberal contributor to the support of all worthy

objects and has aided in no small degree the

growth and prosperity of this county.

^/OHN R. JEWETT. In tracing the genealogy

of the Jewett family in America, we find

that three brothers of that name, all black-

smiths, emigrated from Wales to this coun-

try at a period antedating the Revolution, .and

tradition has it that, being without means, they

agreed that one should black himself as a darkj',

and be sold as a slave by the others. He was af-

terward to run away and appear in his own proper
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character. Tlioy did this in onler ti> procure

money to huy t(>(il>, aiul, after earning enough

money, they i)ai(l the man back. From 'these broth-

ers sprang the .lewctt family now scattered over

the United States. They settled in different New
England States, married, and reared large families.

The grandfather of our sulijeet, Benjamin Jewett,

also followed the trade over which Lt)ngfellow and

Schiller have thrown a veil of romance and heroism,

the lilacksmith tradi', and this was his cliief calling

during life. He was an active i)articii)ant in tlie

French War, and was in the battle of (Quebec. He

also served in the Revolution for seven years. He

married Miss Abigail Bates, of New England, and

tlicy reared a large family. His death occurred in

New England, and his wife ft)llowed him to the

grave in fienesee County, N. Y., a numlier of

j^ears later.

The father of our subject, and the son of Ben-

jamin Jewett, Levi Jewett, was born in Windh.am

County, Conn., and after reaching man's estate,

he married an own cousin. Six weeks after the

birth of their first child (tlie sulijeet of this sketch),

they went to Genesee County, N. Y., making the

journey of al)out four hundred miles through a

new and wild country, with a hor.se-team. This

young couiile started out with limited means, and

thought to lay the foundation for future comfort

and prosperity in this heavily-wooded covuitry.

They took one hundred and twenty acres of the

Holland purchase, cut the first tree on the place in

1815, and soon had a comfortable log cabin. There

they delved and toiled for seventeen years, and

there six of tlieir children were liorn. They then

sold out and removed to Attica, then in that

county, Ijul now in Wyoming County, and as Mr.

Jewett had learned the blacksmith trade of his fa-

ther, he followed tliis for many years on the farm.

Although own eiuisins, Mr. and Mrs. Jewett reared

eight bright, healthy children. Mr. Jewett died

in Wyoming County, in 1.S39, of consumption,

when in middle life, luit tlie remainder of the fam-

ily lived to lie tild people, and none died C)f that

t\'\\ disea.se. His wife, the mother of our sulijeet,

died there when eighty j'ears of age, and left seven

children. She had buried one daughter, Eliza Ann,

Mrs. C'haneey liykard, who died when tliirt}' years

of age. Since the death of the mother. Marietta,

another daughter, widow of Bissell Parker, died in

middle life. The reiiiaiiider are living: John R.;

Harriet, the widow of a ]\Ir. Chad wick, resides in

New York; Emma, Mrs. Jacoli Young, resides in

IMichigan; Abigail, Mrs. ^Villlllr Washburn, re-

sides in Attica, N. Y.; "Joel !>., a farmer <if Gaines-

ville, N. Y.; and Josiali V.. a mechanic in Attica,

N. Y., and the City Marshal.

John R. Jewett, our subject, was born in Wind-

ham County, Hamilton Township, Conn., August

22, 181.0, and, like Tubal Cain, should have been

a man of might, for he followed the family

trade of blacksmithiiig on his father's farm in York

State until twenty-two years of 'age, when he left

the parent.al roof to seek his foitune in the Ear

West. He left Buffalo for Illinois on the l,5tli of

May, 1838, and came by way of the Lakes to Chi-

cago on a vessel, the old "James Madison." Af-

ter reaching the Last-named citj', he walked to

Harrison, Winneb.ago Countj^ where he had an

aunt living, and later engaged at his trade in

Rockton, where he made the sawmill irons for

three sawmills, and the wrought iron works for the

Talcott gristmill. In 1839, he staked a claim of

a one-half section west of the river, now the Car-

penter farm, and this he sold for ^1.50, being sick

and wishing to return to the East. He was taken

sick while liuilding a cellar for Stephen ]\Iack, the

lirst stoned cellar in the northern part of the

county, and it is in good condition at the present

time.

Mr. Jewett returned in the spring of 1840, with

restored health, and worked at his trade and gen-

eral mechanics, having inherited a natural taste

for the same from both father .and mother. In 1846,

he took the contract to complete the work tlicn

under process of construction by others who were

taken ill, and got this double sawmill up in good

shape in 1847. This mill turned out much lumber

for 3'ears. In 1845, Mr. Jewett had entered eighty

acres of land, part of his present home, and bought

the claim foi' ^75, walking to Dixon to pre-empt

it, and in due course of time he obtained a title.

In 181.S, he built a sawmill on his side of the river

at the dam, and ran this in connection with a

liroom-handle and lath mill until 1851, when he
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sold it to Liician Williams. Since then INIr. Jewett

has been engaged in farming, erecting his dwell-

ing, barn, and other buildings on the place, and to

the original tract has added eighty acres, making a

tract of one hundred and sixty acres in all.

He was married, in this county, to Elizabeth M.

Gilmour, daugliter of George and Mary A. (Wol-

folk) Gilmour, natives of Kentucky, in which

State Mrs. .Tewett was born September 4, 18.31, and

their nuptials were celebrated on the 22d of May,

1851. Mr. and Mrs. Jewett have buried two daugh-

ters: Clara, who died in 1873, when in her twenty-

second year; and Ella, who died in 1870, when

fifteen years of age. They have three sons and

one daughter now living: John Regulus, a me-

chanic, carpenter and joiner, in Nebraska, is mar-

ried and has two children; George L., a carpenter

in Council Bluffs, Iowa; Robert Burns, at home,

but a natural mechanic, married Miss Winnie

McMahon, of Harrison, daugliter of John and

Ann (Higginbottom) jNIcMahon, and they have

one son, John Robert Jewett. Mr. Jewett was at

one time a Whig, and later he Ijecame a Repub-

lican, but of late j-ears he has taken very little in-

terest in politics. In 1836, he cast his first Presi-

dential vote for William H. Harrison. He assisted

in building the new church in Harrison, and .al-

though he contributes liberally to its support and

to all worth}- enterprises, he is not a member of

any church. He h.as held the ottice of Justice of

the Peace a great many times, also other minor

offices, and has discharged the duties incumbent

upon them in a creditable manner.

In 1843, Mr. Jewett built the first bridge across

the Rock River at Rockton, and this was the first

bridge across the Rock River in Illinois. The next

bridge was built at Rockford, in 1845. The bridge

built by Mr. Jewett was at Mark's Point, and was

carried away by verj' high water many years later.

Mr. Jewett is practically retired from active duties

but looks after the farm his son R. B. is now run-

ning. Our subject has a family relic in his posses-

sion which is a well-formed little hatchet, or toma-

hawk, which his grandfather made and stamped

his initials, B. J., upon it. He wore it in his belt

at the battle of Quebec, and this relic is a sacred

one in the family. Jlr. and Mrs. Jewett are both

enjoying excellent health, and are very proud of

the five grandchildren living, especiallj' the little

baby bo}' at home. Tlie maternal grandfather of

Mr. Jewett was an active participant in the Revo-

lutionary War.

^^^EORGE B. MOSS is a typical Illinois citizen.

Ill (--, Ho is a man of education and learning, and

'^^!Aj as such is well known all over the county.

Mr. Moss w.as born in Boone County, Belvidere

Township, Illinois, on the 25th of .September, 1845,

and is a son of Andrew F". and Louisa (Bristol)

Moss, lioth natives of New York, the father born

in Kingsbury, Washington County, February 27,

1817, and the mother in Cato, Cayuga County,

April 21, l.siO. Andrew E. Moss was one of thir-

teen children, all of whom grew to mature years,

born to Asa and Harriet (Sherwood) Moss, who

were natives respectively of Connecticut and New
York, the former born March 14, 1779, and the

latter September 20, 1783. The}' moved to Boone

County, 111., many j'ears ago and both died here,

the father April 11, 1856, .and the mother, August

17, 1846.

Andrew E. Moss, father of our subject, w.as one

of the very first settlers of Boone County, 111.,

m.akiug his appearance here in 1836, and lived to

see that portion of the State grow up from its in-

fanc}', to be dotted with productive farms and

thriving towns. He came here with the intention

of working at his trade of carpentering, and when

nineteen years of age he had charge of lift}' men
in that Inisiness. He took up land from the Gov-
ernment, and resided on the same until the time of

his death, on the 21st of July, 1883. He was well

known all over the count}', was honored b}' all

who knew liiui, and was one of the many who spent

the greater portion of their lives in developing

the country, that their children and grandchildren

might enjoy the advantages which they themselves

were denied. His wife died in this county on the

15th of November, 1891. Of the six children

born to tliis much esteemed couple, only two ))e-

sides our subject are now living, a brother and sis-
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tcr. Our subject's great-grandfather, Sherwood,

was a native of England, and settled in New Eng-

land when first coming to America.

Our subject passed his boyhood and youth in this

county, and received a gdiid practical education in

the Belvidere schools. He subsc(|uently spent two

years in the Eastman Business College, at Chicago,

and is considered one of the best-jiosted men in

this section. He has gathered weather reports for

the Government for fifteen years, and was statistical

correspondent for the Department of Agriculture,

at Washington, 1). C. He remained with his par-

ents until about l«82,and then l.iought eighty-two

acres of land where he now lives, and thirty acres

of his father's old liomstead.

He was married on the 1st of .January, 1878, to

Mi.ss Lydia M. Wood, who was liorn in Greene

County, N. Y., and their union has been Ijles.sed

by the birth of one child, a son, Hollic L., who w.as

born in this county on the 26th of November,

1879. Mr. Moss is engaged in mixed farming and

is successful in this as in every other enterprise to

which he turns his hand. He is a Republican in

politics, as was also his father, who, however, be-

lieved in electing good men for ottice, regardless

of |)olitics.

i^^HOMAS N. MILLER, A.M.. M.D., wiio is

ffl((^i\
engaged in the ]iractice of medicine in

*V^v l\Ockfor(l. was liorn in ( )neida County, N.Y.,

August 24, 1849, and is descended from the Pil-

grim Fathers. His grandfather, Eliakini Miller,

was born in the Empire State, of Massachusetts par-

entage. Representatives of the family served in

the Revolutionary AVar, and the eldest son of Elia-

kim was a soldier of the War of 1812. The grand-

father spent his entire life as a farmer, and died in

Madison County, N. Y.. when about eighty years

of age. His wife also reached an advanced age.

The older members of the Miller family were mem-
bers of the Congregational Churcli, and its male

representatives were all Whigs.

Amos Miller, father of our suliject, was born in

Madison Count}', N. Y., and in an early day emi-

grated to Illinois, settling ujion an unbroken farm

of two hundred acres in Winnebago County.

There he engaged in agricultural pursuits until his

death, which occurred in 1873. His wife bore the

maiden name of Elizabeth Tyggert. She too was

a native of Madison County, and ijroved a faith-

ful helpmate to her husband, her efforts being

largely instrumental in securing the success which

lie aciiieved. Mrs. Miller is still living on the old

homestead in Winnebago Township, at the age of

eighty-three years, and is .yet remarkably well pre-

served. With the Congregati(nial Church she

holds membership and to that society Mr. Miller

also belonged. Her family is noted for longevity'.

Her father, David Tyggert, a soldier of the Revo-

lutionary War, died in Madison County, N. Y., at

the age of ninet^'-two years, and iiis wife was

ninety-three years of age at the time of her death.

Our subject is one of a family of seven sons and

one daughter, and with the exception of one son

and the daughter, all are yet living and are mar-

ried. Three sons are farmers of Winnebago Town-

ship; Josiah is an attorney of Springfield, Mo.; and

Richard is a Congregational clergyman of Milton,

Wis.

Dr. Miller was only five years of age when the

family came to the West, and upon his father's

farm in Winnebago Township the days of his boj'-

hood and 3'outh were passed. He entered Beloit

College, from which he was graduated with the

Class of '73, after wliich he returned to the farm,

remaining at home for a few years. At length lie

determined to make the practice of medicine his

life work and became a student under Dr. Clinton

Helm. Later, he entered the Chicago Medical Col-

lege, from which he was graduated in the Class of

'80. He at once estalilished practice in Winnebago,

and after ten years came to Rockford, where he

has since resided. He is now enjoying a good

practice, which is constantly increasing and already

he has a reputation of which an older practitioner

might well be proud.

The Doctor was joined in wedlock in tliis county

with Miss Arvilla A. Lane, who was born in Wis-

consin on the 26th of February, 1852, and is

a daughter of William H. and Emily N. (Weare)

Lane. Her parents were natives of Maine, and

after their marriage came to the West, locating in
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Wisconsin, whence they removed to Winnebago

Count}' in 1855, locating on an unbroken tract of

land in Winnebago Township. It is now a highly

improved farm, owing to the untiring efforts of

Mr. Lane, who still resides there at tiie age of

seventy years. His wife died in 1875, when past

the age of fifty years. Both were niemljers of the

Congregational Church. Mrs. INIiller was reared

under the parental roof, was graduated from tiie

Winnebago High School and afterward engaged as

a teacher. She is a cultured and intelligent lady

and has many friends througliout this community.

Three children graced the union of the Doctor

and his wife, but Mary E. died at the .age of two

and a half years. The living are P^dith M. and

Bertha A. With the First Presbyterian Church

the parents hold membership. The Doctor is a

stalwart supporter of the Proiiibition party and is

a warm friend to all enterprises calculated to pro-

mote the moral and educational interests of the

city. He is recognized as a valued citizen as well

as a skilled physician, and his aid is never with-

held from anything calculated to promote the gen-

eral welfare of Iiis adopted county.

HARLES F. ANDERSON. President of tlie

Union Furniture Company of Rockford, is

one of the leading business men of the city,

being connected with many of its most important

industries. His portrait is shown on the opposite

page and his life record is as follows: He was born

in Sweden, April 16, 1840, and is a son of Andrew
and Christian Nelson. His father, who is now
about eighty years of age, has been a life-long

pliysician and is well known in the community

where he resides. Both he and his wife are ad-

herents of the Lutheran Church. Three brothers of

the family besides our subject came to this coun-

try: Gust, John and James, but none are residents

of Rockford. The last-named is deceased, having

been accidentally killed by falling from a wagon.

The education of our subject was acquired in

the common schools of his native land, where he

was reared to manhood. At the age of twenty-

three, he became superintendent of a large planta-

tion and to that work devoted his energies for nine

years, when he determined to seek a home in the

New W<n-ld. On October IS, 1872, lie left Gotten-

burg, and landed in Boston on the 10th of No-

vember. He began life in this country as a day

laborer and after a year found himself in Rockford,

which lias since been his home. Since locating in

this city, he has acquired an excellent knowledge

of cabinet-making, and yet devotes a i>art of his

time to work in that line.

The lady who bears the name of IMrs. Anderson

was in her maidenhood Miss Charlotte Gustafson.

She was born and reared in Sweden in the same

neighborhood as her husband, and was a passenger

on board the same vessel on which he sailed. Her

father, who was born in 1821, is still living in

Sweden. His wife died in 1885. LTnto ]\Ir. and Mrs.

Anderson have been born six children, but two are

now deceased: Robert and Charles J. Those still

living are Ida, book-keeper in the ofHec of the

Union Furniture Company; Betsy, Esther E. and

Winfield L.

Mr. Anderson was instrumental in organizing

the Union Furniture Company, which began busi-

ness in 1876. He is a Director and one of its large

stockholders and has been its President since 1887.

This is one of the most important industries of

the city and now employs about two hundred and

twenty-five men. He is also a stockholder and

Director in the Mantel and Furniture Companj-,

the Royal Sewing Machine Company, Chair and

Furniture Company, Excelsior Furniture Com-

pan}', Skandia Brick Company, the Folding Bed

Company and the Skandia Shoe Company. Mr.

Anderson was a promoter and one of the first sub-

scribers to stock in most of these leading Swedish

corporations. He has done much for the business

interests of the city and for the welfare of his fel-

low-countrymen.

A prominent and well-known Swedish capitalist

and a representative citizen of Rockford, recog-

nized as such by a large circle of friends and ac-

quaintances, he has also won iirosperity, and

although he began life in this country a poor man,

he has worked his way upward to a position of

altiuence. He and his wife are leading members

of the Zion Swedish Church, of which he is Dea-
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con, and have taken a most active part in its work

and upbuilding from the beginning. In politics,

he is a stalwart Republican, but has never sought

or desired ofliec, iireferring to give his entire atten-

tion to his bu.siness, wliich he has I'dllowed with

signal success.

AMNETT II. TRAVELLER resides in

")l] Cherry ^allcy and is engaged in general

farining. He was liorn in Ontario, Canada,

in 185.'3, and is a son of Reuben and Henri-

etta (Dow) Traveller. His father was born in

Philadelphia, Pa., while his parents, natives of

England, were on their way from that country tfi

Canada. His death occurred about 1S4',I, at the

age of seventy years, and his wife died in early

life.

Our subject was reared to agricultural pursuits,

his childhood days passing uneventfully and his

educational advantages being limited. He left his

old home at the age of twenty-five years and emi-

grated to Dakota with his young bride. He had

just wedded Miss Mary J. Heatherington, of

Ontario, daughter of .lohn and Harriet (IMcach)

Heatherington. The young couple reached their

destination in April, 1879, and Mr. Traveller made
a claim of three hundred and twenty acres neai'

Cirand Porks, N. Dak., where he built a hou.se, a

good barn and other outbuildings, and devoted his

energies to the improvement of a farm. He there

resided for ten years, and in .January, 1889, went
to Seattle, Wash., proposing to make that city his

future home, Init the luisiness outlook was not

good and he removed to Salem, Ore. After a little

more th.an a year spent in that city, he removed to

Eastern Oregon and after six months returned to

Illinois, locating in Cherry Valley in June, 1K9L
He here purchased one hundred and eighty-one

and a half acres of land at §7:5 per acre, a jiart of

the MacUoy farm, upon which was the old lumie-

stead that was erected in ISa.'i by ,1. Fitch.

Mr. Traveller tMkcs delight in his chosen occupa-
ticm and is therefore a successful farmer. In con-

nection with general fanning, he engages to some

extent in the dairy business. In politics, he is an

independent and li.as never sought or desired

public office, preferring to give his entu'e time and

attention to his business interests. Himself .and

wife are both members of the Methodist Church

and are people of sterling worth, held in high re-

gard by their friends throughout this comnuinity.

They have a family of three children, two sons and

a daughter: Teel Dow, who was born in North

Dakota, Novemlier 28, 1879; Ethel C. N.,.also born

in that State, February 2, 1881, and Douglas R.,

who was Ixirn in North Dakota, December 4, 188.5.

They are bright, intelligent children, of whom the

])arents may )ie justly proud.

ETER .TOHNSON, who is now living a re-

tired life at No. 503 South First Street, is

numbered among the early settlers of Rock-

ford, of 18.54, and has here a wide acquaint-

ance. Sweden has furnished a number of promi-

nent citizens to Rockford, among the most worthy

of whom is our subject. He was born in that

country, October 3, 1822, and is a son of .lohn and

Carrie (Dawson) Peterson, both of whom spent

their entire lives in their native land, the father

dying at the .age of forty-five yeai's and his wife in

the sixty-seventh j'car of her .age. Ijoth were

members of the Lutheran Church.

Our subject was reared under the parental roof,

and after he had attained to man's estate, w.as mar-

ried in his native province to Miss Maiy Walgren,

who lost her parents when she was quite }'Oung.

She was reared in the same neighborhood .as her

husband. After the birth of three children, they

emigrated to America, sailing from Gottenburg to

New York Citv, where they Landed in the summer

of 1854, after a voyage of seven weeks. Many on

board the vessel died of the cholera, and Mr. .John-

son himself had an attack of the disease, but his

strong constitution and will pulled him through.

They came on at once to Rockford, and .as Mr.

.Johnson was in very limited circumstances, he en-

gaged in varicus kinds of labor in different parts

of the county, so that he might provide for the

support of himself and wife. I^^or some 3'ears he
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worked as a farm hand for fifty and seventy-five

cents per day, and aftervvard for eleven years was

employed in the machine shops of N. C. Thompson

and John P. Manney, formerly large manufacturers

of this cit}-. His life has ever been a busy and

useful one, and his industr}-, enterprise and perse-

verance at length won him a well-deserved success.

He thereby acquired the competence wliicli now
enables him to live retired, resting in the enjoy-

ment of the fruits of his former toil.

In 1880, Mr. Johnson was called upon to mourn

the loss of his wife, who died August 20, at the age

of (ift3--eight years. She was a true, faitlif ul wife

and mother, and a member of the Lutheran Church.

She had six children, but live are now deceased,

three having died in early childhood, while Mary
(lied at the age of seventeen years. Josephine,

the only one now living, is the wife of L. M. No-

ling, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work.

Mr. Johnson has been a true, upright and honest

citizen, and is a faithful member of the First Lu-

tlicran Church. In politics, he is a stalwart Re-

pul)lican, and is a loyal citizen of Ids adopted land,

for which he has the greatest love. This worthj-

gentleman is respected In- all who know him, and

it is with pleasure that we present his sketch to

our readers.

-^^l B' :b ll*^^^^

ELIJAH PURDY, one of the early settlers

of Winnebago County, and a representative

farmer of Guilford Township, residing on

section 16, claims Vermont as the State of his na-

tivity. He was horn in Manchester, Bennington
County, December 9, 1821, and is a son of Ira

Purdy, who was born in tiie same locality. The
grandfather, Benjamin Purdy, was a native of

Connecticut liut removing to Vermont became one
of the earliest settlers of Bennington County. His
son Samuel was the first white male child born in

Bennington Count}-. The grandfather there se-

cured a tract of timber land and cleared and im-

proved a farm and there made his home until his

death. Tiie father of our subject was reared and
married in Manchester, wedding Prudy French,

^vho was Ijorn in Bennington County. Her parents,

Elijah and Abigail (Beardslee) French, were natives

of Connecticut and [lioneers of the town of Man-
chester.

Our subject was only two years old when his

mother died, and at the age of si.\; he began to

earn his own living, going to reside with tlie fam-

ily of Price Beardslee, a farmer of Manciiester,

with whom he lived for seven 3-ears, when he

went to an uncle, living with him the succeeding

seven years, and during this iieriod assisted in the

farm work and attended the district schools. In

1847, he came to Illinois, liy way of the Erie Canal

and the Great Lakes and by team from Chicago to

Rockford, where he arrived on the 2.')tli of Septem-

ber. The city was then a small hamlet and the

surrounding country was in almost its iirimitive

condition, few claims having then been made. ]\Ir.

Purd}' at once began work upon a farm and was

employed as a farm hand until 1850. when he lo-

cated upon the land which is now his home. He
had purchased eight}' acres of the farm at *1 per

acre during the fall succeeding his arrival here, but

was able to make only a partial payment ujion the

land. After clearing it of all indelitedness, he ex-

tended the bouildaries of his farm from time to

time until it comprised three iiundred acres. Upon
it he erected good farm buildings, planted fruit

and shade trees and made many other good im-

provements. In 1884, he went to Gerald County,

Dak., where he purchased three hundred and

twenty acres of land, built upon his farm and im-

proved a portion of his land. He there resided

two seasons, after which he returned to his home

in Guilford Township.

On the 20tb of September, 1818, Mr. Purdy was

united in marriage with Melissa Wightman, who

was born in Sandgate, Bennington County, ^'t..

August 6, 1827. Her father, William Wightman,

was also a native of the Green Mountain State,

and was of English descent. He learned the trade

of a wheelwright, which he followed in Sandgate

and later in Manchester, Vt. After the war he

removed to Linn Count}', Iowa, and purchased a

farm near Marion, and tiiere spent his last days.

His wife bore the maiden name of Martha Wood-
ard. She was born in Sandgate. \i., and was a

daughter of Abraiu and Dinah (Green) Woodard.
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Mr. and Mrs. Pnrdy liave been blessed with five

children, thiee sons and two daughters: Alice, wife

of Alfred Martin, of Rockford; Albert, Ira; Mar-

tlia, wife of William McCutchen, of Rockford; and

Frank. The parents are both memliers of the First

Congregational Church of Rockford, and, in puli-

tics, Mr. Purdy votes with the Republican |)ai ty.

For forty-five years he has made his home in this

county, and in many ways has been identified with

its advancement and upliuilding.

w/OSEPII MYERS derives a comforl-

alilo income from his farming operations,

which he carries on successfully in Peca-

tonica Township, Winnebago Countj\ lie

is a representative of the German element that

has pla3'ed so important a part in the settlement

and development of Illinois, and was born in Sar-

nico, Germany, June 16, 1841. His home is most

beautifully located, and tlie residence, which is a

handsome modern structure, cost s!!3,000. The home

is supplied with all the comforts and conveniences

which .stamp its owner to lie a tlirifty and well-to-

do citizen of the county.

The original of this sketch is a son of John and

Elizabeth Myers, and from the age of ten to six-

teen years he wns employed at herding cattle in

the Old Country. In ISTiT, when his parents emi-

grated to the New World, he immediately found

employment on farms, receiving as remuneration

for his services $2 per month and his board. He
also cut cord-wood for three shillings a cord, and

later, going to Milwaukee, spent two years in the

Cream City and then came to Winnebago County,

where he did farm work for four years at from #10

to $17 per month.

Mr. ]\Iyers, of this sketch, was married February

26, lisdl, to Miss Sophia Glawe, who died four

years later, when twent3'-four years of age. Soon

after his marriage, our subject rented a farm, which

he operated for twelve years, and in the spring of

1875 moved to his present property, which he had

purchased the year previous.

He of whom we write was married a second time

to Miss Charlotte Dethwiller, who was born in

Stratford, France, August 21, 1847. She was the

daugliter of Henrj' and Charlotte Dethwiller, and

was nine years old when brought to this countr}^

by her parents. IJy her unic>n with our subject

eight children were born, viz.: Eda, who was born

January 27, 1871, married John Smoke, a farmer;

John H. S., born February 27, 1874; Frank, No-

vember 13, 1875; Anna C, February 2, 1876; Will-

iam C, April 16, 1878; Louisa A., February 12,

1880; Rosa C, December 5, 1881, and Albert, the

eldest of the family, who died at the age of four

months.

Our subject later added to his farm in Peca-

tonica Township, and is now the proprietor of

as fine a tract of Land as is to be found in the

county. His first one hundred and sixty acres cost

him ^40 per acre, and the last eighty, 160 per acre.

With his wife lie is a devoted member of the Luth-

eran Church, and takes a deep interest in all church

matters. He takes a prominent part in public

affairs, and votes the straight Republican ticket.

iJm ^ f\ rJ , i
I

I <} ?- i ' I ' I ' n '

^^EORGE H. CORMACK, Vice-President of

III ^
— tlie Oatmeal Company, is one of the repie-

\\^^iJ[j sentative and prominent men of Rockford.

For the past twenty years he has been connected

with the interests of the city and was one of the

originators of the business which is now one of its

leading industries. He is a native of Aberdeen-

shire, Scotland, born in 1837, and is a son of James

Cormack, also a native of Aberdeenshire, and a

miller and millwright by trade. He came of a

pure Scotch family and married a lady of his na-

tive land. His death occurred in Scotland at the

age of eighty-six j'ears, .and his wife died in 1869,

when well advanced in life. There are ten chil-

dren of the family yet living, our subject being

the youngest, and they are scattered to the four

quarters of the globe, living in Europe, Australia,

Africa and America.

In his native land (i. H. Cormack became a

millwright and tlioroughlj' m.astered the business

in all its details. To that work he devoted his

energies in Aberdeenshire until he came to Amer-
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ica, the year of his emigration being 1871. "With

the liope of benefiting his financial conrlition, lie

crossed the Atlantic and spent one j'ear in the

province of Ontario, Canada, after which lie came

to Illinois, locating in Rockford, where he has re-

sided continuously since, a good citizen and suc-

cessful business man.

Immediately after his anival, in com|)any with

Mr. A. M. Johnston, who is a native of the North

of Ireland, he established and began the operation

of an oatmeal manufactory. These two gentleman

continued partnership until 1882, when the com-

pany was incorporated, with R. H. Tinker .is Presi-

dent and G. H. Cormack .as .Secretary. Mr. John-

ston, his former partner, is a successful business

man, connected with a large milling and seed

business in Santa Cruz, Cal. From the l^eginning,

the industry which was established met with suc-

cess and was constantly increased in size and cap-

acity until the morning of September 29, 1891,

when the entire main building was destroyed by-

fire. The successful operation of the business is

due almost entirely to Mr. Cormack, who is its

manager, and by his efforts it has been placed at

the head of this line of business in the West. Ilis

trade of a millwright has been of great benefit to

him m improving his processes. He has been the

inventor of fifteen different processes, including

the one now used in the factory for the manufac-

ture of the meal. At first the meal was ground

with mill stones and then cut with sharp steel

knives, but this left the grain only coarsely cut

and in 1874 this process was discarded, being sup-

plemented by the practical and scientific process

invented by Mr. Cormack, whereby the whole grain

is rolled and made into a beautiful flake, easily

cooked and very nuti'itions. For many years one

of the best known brands on the market has been

the Nudavene, which is the product of this fac-

tory. Its sales are constantly increasing .and it is

now being manufactured extensively in Cedar

Raiiids and Chicago. No one in this country or

in Europe has done more to develop oatmeal than

our subject. The Nudavene flake was first placed

before the public at the New Orleans Cotton

Centennial Exposition, where it was awarded the

first price—the gold medal.

In 1880, Mr. Cormack and Mr. Johnston, who
had for many years been a prominent wholesale

grocerj' man in Buffalo, N. Y., established the

glucose business in this city, a large concern, but

after a time both withdrew and neither have any

connection with it at the present time. Mv. Cor-

m.ack is a man of sterling worth, upright and honor-

able in all the relations of life, and a straightfor-

ward business man whose worth is acknowledged

throughout the city and county. In iiis political

atliliations, he is a Republican but has never been

an office-seeker.

«!- -^>^<m
,^^ FLETCHER WEYBURN. Rockford can-

^^^ not boast of a more prominent or worthy

HL/ )j) vonno- nian than the i^entleman whose

name introchices this biographical sketch,

and whose portrait appears on the opposite page.

His upright character and moral influence have

been especially felt by his energy displayed in mat-

ters of religion and the advancement of Chris-

tianity. In 1876, when the opportunity was of-

fered to organize a Young Men's Christian Asso-

ciation in this city, he was one of the first to lend

a helping hand for the promotion of that noble

cause, and became one of its organizers and char-

ter members when it was founded here, and has

since been one of its chief supporters and pillars.

As the association strengthened anditAiecarae

apparent that better accommodations were needed,

a subscription was started among those of a

generous nature anxious for the welfare of the

young men of Rockford. The a[)i)(;al was readily'

responded to by donations from %l to ^1,0()0. ex-

cept in the notable case of Mrs. D. S. Penneld,who

gave |il,000 in cash besides a part of the lot (repre-

senting S2,500) on which the building was erected

at the northwest corner of Madison and East State

Streets. About that time Mr. Weyburn was elected

President of the Association, and continued in that

capacity during the critical times attending the

erection of the new structure, and has ever served

in the respon.sible ])osition with fidelity and

success.

The building, which was completed tVir occu-
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paney in 1890, is one of the most elegant and im-

posing structures in the city, and in its architec-

tural design and appointment is complete through-

out and truly metropolitan. Tlie basement and

first story are built of solid sloiie, the second and

third stories of brick and terra cotta. The audi-

torium seats comfortably four hundred iieoiile; the

reading rooms and gymnasium are beautifully fur-

nished and fully equipped. The entire building

repre.scnts a value of about -^60,000, all of whicli

was raised by private donations in the city of

Ruckford.

In liusiness circles. Mr. Weyburn is prominent as

a real-estate and insurance agent, with his office in

the William Brown building. He is also one of

the promoters and managers of the Rockford .Se-

curity and Investment Company, which was organ-

ized in May, 1890, and is .Secretary' of the Rockford

Building and Ixjan Association, which was organ-

ized in October, 1890. Both these organizations

have done much for the advancement of the city,

and the flrst-named does business quite extensively

both in Rockford and Chicago. In addition to

these responsible positions, Mr. Weyburn is Secre-

tary of the Winnebago County Agricultural .So-

ciety, to the welfare of which he has contributed

Ills tireless exertions.

Since Mr. Weyburn located in Rockford in 1872.

he has worked unremittingly for the good of the

different enterprises of the city, with which he has

been oHicially connected. Ills tirst occui)ati(_in was

in doing clerical work in business liouses here, and

between the years 1876 and 1881 he was book-

keeper for the Winnebago National Bank. During

the two ensuing j'ears he was engaged in the real-

estate liusine,ss in Denver, Colo., whither he went in

search of renewed healtii. In 188.'3. he returned

to Rockford, having regained his hc^alth, and be-

came Cashier for the Emerson-Talcott Manufac-

turing Company, where he remained until he

established his present Inisiness in 1.S90.

In local oidcrs, Mr. AVeyburn is prominent as a

member of the Masonic fraternity, belonging to

Crusader Lodge No. 17. K. T., also Knights of

Pythias. In politics, he is a stanch Repulilican and

takes an active part in the jniblic affairs of the

community. He was nineteen veai-s old when he

became a resident of this city, whither he came

from Ontario County, N. Y., his birthplace. His

education was received in the schools of that

county and at Ilobart College, in Geneva.

The marriage of Mr. Weyburn to Miss Flora IM.

Lyon took place in October, 1878, at Rockford.

jNIrs. Wej'burn, who is one of the most accom-

jilished ladies of Rockford, was born and reared in

this city, and is the daughter of the late Isaiah

Lyon, whose death occurred in 1883. Mr. Lyon

came to this city at a very early daj', and was a

passenger on the only steamer that ever came here.

He brought his family and household goods with

liim, and engaged in business as a merchant and

hotel-keeper for several years. For forty years, he

.served as Justice of the Peace, and when he passed

away at the age of seventy-nine years, was sin-

cerely mourned by a large circle of friends. His

wife died some years previous, while in tlie prime

of life. This worthy couple were charter mem-
bers and active workers in the First Baptist Church

erected in Rockford, and politically, he was a firm

Republican.

In their religious connection, Mr. and Mrs. Wey-
burn are members ot the First Bajitist Church, and

he has been Sunday-school Superintendent for

many years. With theii' two children, L3'on, aged

nine years, and Pjlizabeth, four years old, they re-

side in their beautiful home at No. 209 North

Church Street, and enjoy tlie high esteem of a

large circle of personal friends.

j^\ HARLFS F. WITT. In Spring Town.ship,

Boone County, may be seen a good farm

adorned with a comfortable residence and

lirst-class buildings. This is the property <>i the

gentleman whose name we have just given and

wh(.> was born in Hampshire County, M.ass., .Sep-

tember 11, 1811. He is n son of Thomas and

Electa (Cole) Witt, also natives of the above-named

county, the father dying in Schuyler, this State,

when eighty-four years of age, and here also the

mother departed this life in her fifty-second year.

Charles F. Witt was the eldest, in tlie family of

eleven chililren. live of whom are vet liviiiy. His
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paternal grandfather, Abner Witt, was a native of

England, his birth occurring March 27, 1750. He
was married October 8, 1778, to MoUic Rowland,

and died May 13, 1812. The grandmother was ot

Dutch ancestry and was born .Tune 11, 1760, and

died Octobers, 1845. Thomas Witt on emigrating

to America in an early day, took i)art in the Revo-

lutionary War, during which time he was shot in

the leg and suffered amputation of that member,

dying from the effects.

The mother of our subject was born January 5,

1791, and died Februar}' IS), 1813. She was the

daughter of Amasa and Polly Cole, natives of

England, where they were fanners. The first

reitresentatives of that name in this country

probably came hither in 1650. He of whom we

write left home when eighteen jears of age, and

going to Boston, was employed for two years in a

tavern and a like period as driver of a stage coach

between Brattleboro, Vt., and Boston, Mass. In the

fall of 1833, he went West to Macomb County,

Mich., and taking up a tract of timber land from

the Government, cleared and improved the same.

The lady to whom our subject was married No-

vember 23, 1836, was Eliza A. daughter of William

Brown. She was born in Washington County, N.Y.,

May 9, 1814, and departed this life December 23,

1883. Her father was a native of England and, so

far as is known, was a farmer. Of the nine children

born to Mr. and Mrs. Witt, five are living, namely:

William C, who lives in Belvidere, was born April

6, 1838, is married and has one daughter; Henry C,
who was born August 13, 1844, married Miss

Elizabeth Hill, who was born in Canada August 3,

1846, and has tvro sons: Horace F. and Henry N.;

Isaac N. was born October 27, 1846; Marion was

born November 16, 1848, and is now Mrs. II. Mott,

has six children and resides in Marion, Kan.;

Charles, the youngest son, was born July 18, 1856, is

married to Lucy Brainard and has one son and one
daughter.

Mr. Witt removed from Michigan to Ohio about

1838, where he ran an hotel until coming to this

county in 1842. One of his boarders, who re-

mained with him for two years, was ex-President

Hayes. Our subject's cash capital when he arrived

in this community was $2.80. He worked at cutting

wood, and making rails for fifty cents per hundred,

from which small earnings he saved a sullicieiit

sum to invest in property of his own. His faiin

produce was marketed in Chicago nn<l (irccn lia\-.

from which cities he returned witli a load i.if go(.ids,

often making as much as -^KHIon a trip.

Our subject cast bis lirst Presidential vote in

Boston in 1832 for Andrew Jackson. lie later be-

came a Whig and on the formation of the Uepuli-

lican party joined its ranks. For sixteen years he

was Count}' Associate Judge and for eight years

Justice of the Peace and for nine years filled the

olHce of Sujtervisor in Spring Towushi]). He was

the recipient of nearly all the local offices, serving

on the School Board, and is a man who is held in

the highest esteem by all the iicople of his com-

munity.

|;;ILL1A1M REIT8CII. The commodious resi-

H /^y^/ dcuce at No. 407 North Ilorsinan Street,

Rockford, is owned and occupied I\v Mr.

Reitsch, who is a carpenter and builder, and not

onl3' erected the neat dwelling which he occupies,

but also has superintended the erection of many
of the most substantial buildings in the city. He
is a native of Germany, born September 14, 1850,

in Zittau, Saxonj', and i)ossesses the (pialities of

thrift and tireless energy which almost invariably

characterize those who claim C4ermany as their

Fatherland.

The father of our subject, Charles T., was a na-

tive of the same place as his son, and was born in

1798. lie followed the trade of a carpenter dur-

ing his entire active life, and passed hence in 1884,

at the venerable age of eighty-six years. He had

a family of fourteen children, twelve sons and two

daughters, seven of whom grew to mature years,

and four are now living. The youngest member

of the family is the subject of this sketch, who
grew to manhood in his native country, and hav-

ing resolved to seek home and fortune in the New
World, emigrated to America in the summer of

1870, proceeding directly to Rockford, where he

has since resided.
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Imniediatel}' after his arrival in Rockfoid, Mr.

Reitscli commenced to work at the trade of a car-

penter for his brother Henry, and so successful

was he, that in a few years he began as a contractor

and builder for himself. .Since that time he has

erected many dwellings, churclies and public biiihl-

in^s, and is well and favorably known as an lion-

estand profiperou> contractor and an upright m;ni.

Tlie marriage of Mr. Reitsch,in 1876, united iiiiii

to Mi.s:< .lennie Simons, of Ogle County, the daugli-

ter of Henry and Anna (Zimmerman) Simons. She

was born in Germany, whence, at the age of twelve

years, she accompanied her parents to America, and

settled with them in Ogle Countj', where thej' still

reside, together with her only brother, Fred S.

Mr. and Mrs. Reitsch are the jiarents of live chil-

dren, as follows: Julius T., Arthur W., Cora E.,

(Jc'irge W. and Lillian .1., and, more fortunate than

many p;irents, thej^ have not lieen bereft by the

death vf :iny of their loved ones. Tiiey are train-

ing their children for useful positions in the busi-

ness and social world, and are rearing them under

the salutar}' intluenee of the schools of Rockford,

and the church relations of the Court Street Meth-

odist Episcopal Cliurch. In his i)olitical belief,

Mr. Reitsch's sj-mpathies are with the i)latforin of

the Rei)ublican party, and lie is a man of [nililic

spirit and enterprise.

LFRKI) A. KLrAU'll. The farming cla.ss

of Niirtliei-n Illinois is notable for the de-

It) gree of enterprise possessed by its repre-

<^ sentatives, and among tlie most successful

and energetic <.)f the younger farmers of Boone
Couiit\- is the geiiUcuian wiiose name introduces

these pni-ngraiihs. Although quite young, having
been born April 1 1, 1,SG6, he has attained a degree

<if suei-ess whicli is worthy of special mention, and
he occupies a pidiiunent i)ositi(.iii among the iigri-

culturists of Le lioy Township.

Our subject belongs to one of those progressive

families who aided in the development of the farm-

ing lands of Illinois, and is proud of the fact that

his father was one of those fast disappearing land-

marks of an heroic i)ast—the pioneer. Certainly, in

a volume of this character, siiecial notice should be

given of tlie life and character of Joseph K.

Klumph, who settled in Boone County about 1842.

The son of a farmer, Jacob Klumi)li, who lived and

died in New York, he was liorn in the Empire State

in 1820, and there grew to a stalwart man. On
coming West, he was accompanied by his mother,

who was in maidenhood Catherine Bauthall, and
who died here at the age of seventy-two.

In Le Roy Township, Mr. Klumph was married

to Miss Sardinia Austin, a native of New York,

who came to Illinois about 1842. The young cou-

ple settled on the one hundred and twenty acre

tract of land which Mr. Klumph had purchased,

and in the midst of a dense wilderness, with no

neighbors save the brotiiers of Mr. Klumph, who
had settled on adjoining farms, the}' struggled

against hardships and the discouragements of pio-

neer life, and from the unimproved place evolved

a good farm. The father died in March, 1886,

when sixty-six j'ears old. His widow survives and

makes her home in Beloit, Wis. This worthy cou-

ple w(n'e consistent Christians, striving to ex-

emplify in their lives the principles of the Golden

Rule. The father was enabled by his arduous toil

to clear up a tract of fifty acres, which he culti-

vated. He planted apple trees which are now in

line bearing condition. In other ways he aided in

developing the farm and also in advancing the in-

terests of the community of wliich he was an hon-

ored resident.

The family of which our suliject is the young-

est member consisted of the following-named chil-

dren: Jacob, a farmer in Le Koy Township; Cath-

erine, who married Ileniy Jenkins, of Beloit;

Sophronia, the widow of Charles lunghuhn, of Be-

loit; Elida, Mrs. Leander luughuhn, of Beloit;

INIary, wife of F. Lawshe, a farmer of Le Roy Town-
ship; and Alfred A., who was born on the place

wliicli has always been his home. After gaining a

practic.-il knowledge of agriculture through his

early farming labors, and receiving a good ediica-

Xum in the district schools, our subject was mar-

ried, September 17, 1891, his wife being Miss Ruby
Curtis, of Caledonia Township. Mrs. Klumph is

the daugiiter of L. Hand Margaret (Landon) Cur-

tis, natives, respectively, of New York and Penn-
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sylvania. They were farming people, and emigrated

to t!ie AVcst when quite j-oung.

As did his fatiier, our subject ei<p<iusL's the cause

of the Republican partj', and is a liiin adlierent to

the principles of justice and equity in every rela-

tion of life. He and his wife are members uf the

Congregational Church, and are looked up to by

the people of the community as worthy of their

highest respect. In every measure which promises

the advantage of the welfare of the communitj^,

they are acknowledged leaders, and enjoy great

social popularity.

W IBERTY WALKUP, President of the Air

I (© Brush Manufacturing Company, at Rock-

j
|LAV.^ ford, and proprietor of the Illinois Art

School, represents one of the leading industries of

the nineteenth century. He is the sole manager

and chief owner of the enterprise, which occupies a

suite of rooms in the Henry Building, and, with

the assistance of his wife, a skilled artist, teaches

the use of that ingenious device, the air brush, in

a most satisfactory manner. In 1884, after three

years of arduous and untiring study, he completed

the invention which has since been sent into every

country in the world except China, and which has

wrougiit a great transformation in photograph}%

lithography, water-color i)aiiitiug, crayon and pas-

tel work.

The air brush is a device for appl3'ing li([uid

color by a jet of air, and consists of three parts,

air-pump, air-reservoir and hand-piece, connected

with the necessary rubber tubing. The distribution

of color is entirely controlled by the thumb-valve,

and the artist can produce the finest line, or

instantly change to a broad shadow. These results,

with a single stroke, have a finish that only hours

of toil can produce by any other known means. It

is especially used in working with India ink and

water colors, and in applying lithographers' ink to

the stone, also in monumental drawing, where it is

remarkably successful.

The Illinois Art School was founded in 1888,

and has since been very successful, being attended

by a fine class of students from every State in the

23

Union, Canada, and some countries in Europe.

Many a young lady and gentleman have reason to

be grateful to Mr. Walkup for aid given them in

learning the use of this device, which now enalilcs

them to earn llOO per month with ease, and num-

erous testimonials have been given him from

those whom he has helped personally, when they

were not able to make any financial remuneration.

Mr. Walkup has lieen a resident of Rockford

since December, 1880, when he came here in order

to secure the use of tools whereby he could de-

velop the invention since perfected. He has also

made an improvement on the pantograph, which

is meeting with success. A natural mechanic, his

work is original and of unusual i)erfectiou of fin-

ish, and he will undoubtedly gain a large fortune

from his letters patent. lie was born on a farm

three miles west vi Oregon, Ogle County, 111.,

July 14, 1814. His lioyhood daj-s were )jassed on

his father's farm, and when he attained to his

majority he enlisted in the defense of the Union as

member of Company K, Ninety-second Illinois In-

fantry, and served until on accinmt of ill-heaUli

he was honorably discharged.

After his return from the battle-lield, ^Ir. Walkui»

attended school for two years, and, later, followed

the profession of a teacher. He has never wholly

regained his health since the war, but has been a

tireless worker, notwithstanding his delicate physi-

cal condition. For some years, he operated a but-

ter and cheese factory in Carroll Countj-, but los-

ing his property by fire, he has since devoted his

time to his inventions. His marriage, which timk

place in Ogle County, united him with Miss

Phcebe C.Johnson, who was born in (Jhio and came

to Ogle County when a young girl. She is a gifted

artist, and has executed some fine work with the

air-brush, besides assisting her husband in a mate-

rial way in his discover}-. Religiouslj', Mr. and

Mrs. AValkup are identified with the Presbyterian

Church, while he is a Republican in his political

belief, although he has Prohil)ition proclivities. In

his social connections, he is a member of G. L.

Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R., of Rockford. On an

accompanying page will be ni.iticed a jiortrait of

this well-known inventor.

The father of our subject, Samuel Walkup, was
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a native of Pennsylvania, but passed his j'outh in

Ohio, whence, in 1837, at the age of twenty-

one years, he lemovecl to Illinois and entered a

tract of Government land in Pine Creek Township,

Ogle County. He continued to make his home

there, improving and cultivating the place, and

there passed away in August, 1889. Her parents

were Scotch people, and members of the Presbyte-

rian Church, but he was identified with the Free-

will Baptist Church, and always made it his en-

deavor to show his Christian sincerity by his up-

right and consistent life.

The mother of our subject was known in maid-

enhood as Sophia L. Ruggles, and was born in

New England. She traces her lineage to the Pil-

grim Fathers, who figured so extensively in the

early history of New England, as well as in its later

progress. She was a faithful member of the Free-

will Baptist Church, and was a loving helpmate to

her husband, and a wise, tender mother to her chil-

dren, nine in number, of whom five sous and two

daughters still survive.

1l/,^^^0N. ALLEN C. FULLER, Adjutant-Gen-

r/)!) eral of Illinois during the dark days of the

Ir^/y Civil War, and one of the most prominent

(5§^ citizens of the State, was born in the town

of Farmington, Conn., September 22, 1823. His

father, Lucius Fuller, who was likewise born in

Farmington, spent his youth and early manhood in

his native State, and removed from there to To-

wanda. Pa., when our subject was a small child.

In 1816, having resolved to seek a home in the

West, he came to Belvidere, where he resided until

death called him hence. He was one of the most

influential citizens of Belvidere during its early

history, and served as Postmaster and County

.Judge, as well as in other positions of responsi-

bility.

Unto Lucius Fuller and his wife, who was known
in maidenhood as Candace Newell, and was a na-

tive of Farmington, were born the following-named

children: Edwin, deceased; Allen C, the subject of

this sketch; .1. Ensign, who served in the Mexican

War, and died in the army; Rebecca, Mary, Henry,

Charles, Frank and Ann. The second son, our

subject, received the rudiments of his education in

the Towanda Acadeni}', and afterward carried on

his studies under private tutelage, his instructor

being Prof. Nash, of Towanda.

The legal profession attracted the attention of

the young student, who, in 184 2, commenced to

read law at Towanda with .Judge Wilmot, author

of the "Wilmot Proviso." In 1814, he went to

Warsaw, N. Y., where he studied with Senator

Doolittle, and in the spring of 1846 was admitted

to practice in the Supreme Court of the State of

New York. Immediately afterward, lie came to

Illinois, and opened a law-ollice at Belvidere, where

he entered upon a successful and lucrative prac-

tice, having been admitted to |)ractice in the Su

jirenie Court of Illinois.

Having entered the jjolitical field as one of the

organizers of the Republican party, his career was

forthwith identified with the public history of the

State. He served as Circuit Judge with credit to

himself and satisfaction to his district, and, in 1860,

"stumped" the State with Gov. Yates, in the in-

terests of the Republican party. At the outbreak

of the Civil War, he was serving as Circuit Judge,

which ortice he resigned, and was appointed Adju-

tant-General, a position in which his distinguished

abilities were used for the promotion of the wel-

fare of the people, whose interests he ever had at

heart. In 18GI, he was elected Representative to

the Crcneral Assembly, and resigned the position

of Adjutant-General that he miglit devote himself

exclusively to the duties devolving upon him. He

was chosen Siieaker of the IIou.se, a position in

which he displayed shrewd' foresight, iudomitalile

energy and great executive ability. He was twice

elected .State Senator and served two terms, and

several important laws upon the subject of rail-

road, State charitable institutions and revenue, now

in force, were prepared by him.

While a successful politician. Gen. Fuller is

equally capable as a financier, and is considered

one of the best business men of this countr}'. He

is a large stockholder in the Northwestern Shoe

Factory, and the National Sewing Machine Com-

pany, and has served as Director in lioth organiza-
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tious. In acklition to these interests, he has served

as Director in both the First and Second National

Banks, and as President of the First National at

Belvidere. He aided in the organization of the

First National Bank at Ashland, Wis., and for an

extended period was President and one of its

largest stockholders. In 1865, he assisted in the

orjrauization of the First National Bank at Elgin,

of which he was chosen Vice-President, and he is

still interested in the institution as a stockholder

and Vice-President.

In 1849, Gen. Fuller was united in marriage with

Miss Nancy Benjamin, who was born in New York,

and died in Belvidere in 1871. The second mar-

riage of our subject nnited him with Mrs. Mary A.

E. AVilley, in 1880, whose first husband. Dr.

Willey, of St. Paul, stood at the head of the

medical profession in Minnesota. Gen. Fuller

has one daughter living, Mrs. Kittie E. Rliein-

hart. His eldest sou, F''rank, died in 1864,

aged fourteen years; the second son, Wilbur A.,

was graduated from Yale College in his twenty-

first j^ear, and died of consumjition in 1876;

Ida, the youngest child, married A. T. llovey,

and died when only nineteen years old. The Ida

public library of seven thousand volumes, which

the General donated to the city, was named in

honor of this daughter, and is a credit to him and

an honor to the cit}^ and highly appreciated b}'

the citizens.

The life of Gen. Fuller furnishes an example

worthy the emulation of the young. When he

came to Belvidere he was without capital or inllu-

ential friends, and had nothing on which to rel}'

save an abundance of energy and enterprise. The

success which came to him was not the result of

fortuitous circumstances, but of i)atient and un-

wearied labor, while his close sympathy with, and

patriotic p.articipation in, public affairs made him

conspicuous among the influential men of Northern

Illinois.

In the work entitled ''Patriotism of Illinois,"

edited by T. M. Eddy, D. D., the statement is made
that the name of Allen C. Fuller has Ijeen more

frequently mentioned in State military matters

than that of any other man besides Gov. Yates.

The following is (juoted from the report of a com-

mittee appointed by the General Assembly to ex-

amine his odice: "We have tlioroughl}' examined

the ollice of the Adjutant-General and find it a

model in completeness; one that preserves in all

its glory the proud records of our soldiery and re-

flects infinite credit upon the great State whoso

sons they are. In the judgment of the committee,

the thanks of every patriotic citizen of the State

are due to Gen. Fuller for the able and elllcient

manner in which he has discharged the duties of

tlie office and for his indefatig.alile efforts in col-

lecting and preserving this glorious record of a

glorious State." Gov. Yates, in his biennial mes-

sage, was equally complimentary regarding the

services of Gen. Fuller and acknowledged himself

deei)ly indebted to him for his hearty co-operation

and able management of the military affairs of the

State.

\irp^RANK SEAVERNS is the i)roprietor of a

U=^~' fine tract of land, beautifully located in

/ll, Owen Township, Winnebago County, which

comprises one hundred and eighty-five acres. It

bears all the improvements in the way of machin-

ery and farm buildings found ujion a first-class

estate, and by a proper rotation of crops our sub-

ject reaps a handsome income. lie is a native of

the county, having been born in Rockford Town-

ship, December 13, 1850.

Isaac W. Seaverns, the direct progenit<jr of our

suljject, was born at .Jamaica Plains, now a part

of Boston, Mass., .Tune 29, 1814. He is a son of

Josiah Seaverns, also born in that locality', and a

descendant of Samuel Seaverns, a native of Eng-

land, and one of the earliest settlers of the Massa-

chusetts Bay Colony. The grandfather of our

subject, who took part in the battle of Lexington,

was a farmer and spent his entire life in Massa-

chusetts. He married Rebecca White, who was born

on the farm at Jamaica Plains.

The father of our subject was reared and edu-

cated in his native town, and when about twenty

years of age, formed a partnership with his brother-

in-law, Joseph Merriam, and opened a market on

Milk Street, Boston, where they continued success-

fully together until 1836. At that date, the elder
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Mr. Seaverns removed to Ohio, and engaged in

milling at Richmond, near Painesville, then in

1840 went to Cleveland and established a mercan-

tile business. Six years later, he went to Wiscon-

sin, located upon a tract of land eight miles north

of Racine, and was engaged in its cultivation for

two years. Disposing of that purchase, he came to

Winnebago County, and became the proprietor of

a tract of land in what is now Rockford Townshii),

on which there was a small house, and but little

improvement. He erected two barns on the place,

and successfully operated it for ten years, when,

selling out, he purchased the estate on section 24,

Owen Township, where his death occurred October

24, 1889.

Our subject's father was twice married. The

lady who became his first wife was Abba Eliza

Winslow, a native of New Yorlc State, whose de-

cease occurred in Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Seaverns

was then married. May 15, 1842, to Anna E.Titus,

the mother of our subject. She was born in Mid-

dleburg, Genesee County, N. Y., and was a daugh-

ter of Horatio N. Titus, a native of Springfield,

Mass., who went to New York State when eighteen

years of age, and was married in Monroe County.

There Mr. Titus lived for a time, and then removed

to Genesee County, whence he later returned to

Monroe County, and was engaged in farming on

his father's farm in Brighton Township, and at the

same time was employed in freighting on the Erie

Canal. In 1836, he removed to Ohio, and located

in Cleveland at a time when that city contained

but a few thousand people, and there was not a rail-

road in the State. He was employed in freighting

on the Ohio Canal, and resided there until a short

time before his death, which occurred in Water-

ville. The maiden name of his wife, the grand-

mother of our subject, was Deborah Jones. She

was bc)rn in Dutchess County, N. Y., and was a

daughter of Elias and Abigail Jones. She sur-

vived her husband a number of years, and de-

parted this life at the home of her daughter, in

Mai ion, N. Y.

The parental family of our suliject comprised

eight children, five of whom grew to mature years,

namely: Edwin M., Isabella M., Frank, Ella M. and
George. Emma, Charles H. and Anna R. died

when young. The father of our subject reared

one son by his first marriage, Isaac W. Frank

Seaverns was reared to farm duties on the old

homestead, and resided with his parents until his

marriage, when his father sold him sixty acres of

the home farm, which is his present place of resi-

dence. He has added to his possessions from time

to time, and now has a good estate, which is lo-

cated on aslight elevation, from which an extended

view of the surrounding country can l)e had.

The original of this sketch was married, Septem-

ber 22, 1875, to Lillie Wills, who was born at

Mauch Cliunk, Pa., and is the daughter of Charles

Wills. Her father was a native of Hazelton, Lu-

zerne County, that Stale, where also his father,

Adam Wills, as far as is known, was born, and

where he spent his last years engaged as a machin-

ist and engineer. ^The maiden name of his wife

was Elizabeth Muma.
The father of Mrs. Seaverns learned the trade of

a machinist and engineer, and removed from Penn-

sj'lvania to Wisconsin about 1860. Locating in

Janesville, he followed his trade for a time, and in

1882 came to Winnebago County, residing for

eight years in Owen Township. At the expiration

of that time, he came to Rockford, and at the pres-

ent time is residing in Rockford, 111. The maiden

name of the wife was Mary Blay^, a native of Phil-

adelpliia. Pa., and the daughter of Richard and

Sarah (James) Blay.

Mr. and Blrs. Seaverns have an adoi)ted daugh-

ter, Ida B., who is the child of Mr. Seaverns' sister.

In his political views, our subject is an inde-

pendent Democrat. With his wife he is a mem-
ber of the Christian Union Church. Under the

administration of President Cleveland, he was ap-

pointed Postmaster, and served elliciently in that

position. He has served as Justice of the Peace in

Owen for four years, and has filled the position of

School Director for nearly twenty years, as well as

numerous local offices of trust. His mother still re-

sides in Rockford. George, the j^oungest brother,

resides on the home farm; Isaac W., the eldest

brother, resided on the old home farm until 1857,

then located at Cleveland, Ohio, and engaged as a

machinist, serving an apprenticeship for four years,

then, at his country's call, he enlisted. April 12,
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1861, in Company A, First Ohio Regiment, for tlirce

months, and re-enlisted the following March, in

the Eighth Ohio Regiment. Tlie following Sep-

tember he received an honorable discharge, and

engaged as an engineer on the Atlantic ife Great

Western Railroad, which is now the New YorI\,

Pennsjivania & Ohio, and remained with that

company until 186.5, and continued in tlieir service

until 1870. In that year he removed to Osh-

kosh. Wis., and there engaged in the lumber busi-

ness as General Superintendent of tlie Regan,

Cheny & Pratt Manufactfir}-. In the fall of 1872,

he left their employment and formed a partnership

with A. M. Woodman, is the lumber business, Itut

before the new firm was ready for operation, thej^

were burned out in the Oshkosh fire of 1873. Maj'

1, he re-entered the service of the Northwestern

company, and is still in their employ. May 28,

1863, he was united in marriage to Miss Julia Pink-

ney, at Cleveland, Ohio. Slie was the daughter of

John T. and Julia (Taylor) Pinkney, who were

natives of England. Of this union there liave been

born four children, three of whom survive: Frank

T., Jessie C. and Florence M. Fred M., a twin of

Florence, is deceased. The only sister, now Mrs.

Dr. Charles H. Taylor, resides in Chicago, 111.

George A., William S. and Joel Seaverns, cousins

of our subject, now reside in Chicago. They are

the only relatives of the family this side of the

Eastern States that our subject lias any knowledge

of.

A^EORGE OLIVER, a retired farmer of Rock-

jf| 1=^ ford, 111. A plain, unvarnished statement

^^Jfi of the facts embraced in the life of Mr.

Oliver, a man well and favorably known to the

people of Winnebago County, is all that we pro-

fess to be able to give in this historj' of the

county; and yet, upon examination of these facts,

there will be found the career of one whose entire

course through the world has been marked bj-

great honesty and fidelity of purpose.

Our subject was a native of New York State,

having been born near Utica, in March, 1842, but

his parents, George and Sarah (Hale) Oliver, were

natives of Eneland. born near Lancaster, and of

English ancestry. Tlie parents were married in

tiieir native county, and tlie fatlicr worked as a

laborer there until 1840, when he became con-

vinced that there was a better opening for him in

the New World. With his wife, he braved the

tender mercies (if Nc|)tuiu' and roaclied tlie States

in safety. Locating near Utica, N. Y., he worked

as a farm laborer for about eleven years, and then,

desiring wider tields for his labors, came West to

Wisconsin, in wliicli State he remained for three

years. From there he came to Winnebago County,

111., settled in Pecatonica Township, and there

farmed on shares for a few years. B}' economy

and frugality, he had accumulated a sufficient

amount of money to enable him to purchase

one hundred and seventy acres of land, and

afterward he increased this to two hundred and

seven acres. As years passed over his head, he re-

tired to Pecatonica, and there breathed his Last on

the 17th of December, 11S91. lie was then nearly

seventj'-nine j^ears of age. lie had always been a

quiet, unassuming man, with Init very little edu-

cation, but he was as honest and upright as man

need be. His worthy wife, who had been a true

helpmate during the struggle for a livelihood, re-

ceived her final summons in Pecatonica, Octolier

12. 1888, when over seven t3--three years of age.

She was a kind and loving wife and mother. The}-

were the parents of three sons, our subject being

the eldest. John is now a resident of this county,

and James resides in Pecatonica and is the hus-

band of Miss Elizabeth Downes, formerly of Rock-

ford.

George Oliver, Jr., subject of this sketch, was

about eleven j'ears of age when he came with

his parents to Illinois, and his early days were

passed in assisting his father on the farm. The

knowledge he thus obtained was of use to him in

later 3-ears and paved the wa}- to his subsequent

prosperous career as an agriculturist. After the

death of his father, he became owner of the line

farm, which was well improved, and on which

were good substantial l.iuildings, and cm this he re-

sided for man}- years.

Miss Ellen Downey, whom he married in Rock-

ford, is a native of this city, born April 10. 18.56,

and here she ijrcw to w-omaiiho<id and secured a
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good edncatioii. Her parents, Daniel and INIary

A. (Ilai-t) Downcv. were natives of Cork, Ireland,

and of Irish descent. Mr. and Mrs. Downey came

t<i America wlien j-oung people and were married

in A'rrmont. Later, tliov came to Rockford, 111.,

and liave resided in this county for a long time.

The fatlier cultivated the soil for many years but

is now retired, and, witli ids amiable wife, resides

at No. 1202 Elm Street, Rockford. He is now
seventy-eight years of age, and Mrs. Downey is in

her sixty-sixth year. Of the eleven children born

to their marriage, ten are still living and five are

under the parental roof.

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver remained on the farm until

a hliort lime ago, when the^' sold out and removed

111 Kiickford, where they have a good home at No.

1207 Elm Street. JMr. Oliver is a stanch Demo-

crat in his political views, and his wife is an earn-

est member of the Catholic Church. Their mar-

riage has been blessed by the birth of six children,

who are named as follows: George J., Mary, Liz-

zie, Coi-nelius, John A. and Sarah, all at home.

m

'^Tf ACOB M. HAMILTON. Among the well-

regulated farms of Seward Township,

Winnebago County, ma}* be properly men-

tioned that of Mr. Hamilton, which stands as

a fitting monument to his energy and industry'. It

is under good cultivation and embellished with

all the buildings retjuired by the intelligent and

progressive farmer. Tlie [iroperty has been in his

possession since 18.51, and he has effected most of

the improvements now seen upon it.

Born July 11, 1823, in Oswego County, N. Y.,

our subject is a son of William and Nancy Hamil-

t<m, the former of whom was born near Glasgow,

Scotland. lie came to the LTnited States with his

parents when he was an infant, the}- settling in

Albany, N. Y. William Hamilton, the grand-

father of our subject, was a mason by trade, as was

also his brother John, who was killed after coming

to this country'. The grandfather died when eighty-

four 3'ears of age, two years after coming to the

United States. Grandmother Hamilton reared a

family of four children and departed this life in

Seneca County, N. Y., at the advanced age of

ninety-one years.

The father of our subject was obliged to work

out when a lad of seven or eight years in order

to aid his mother in supporting the family, taking

his pay in grain, etc. He was emi)lf)yed in that

way until eigliteen years old, when, in company

with a brother, he went to the northern part of

New York and purchased a mill claim, upon which

they erected a sawmill and were engaged in the

lumber business a period of twent3'-one 3ears. In

1836, Mr. Hamilton went to Seneca County, and

in the town of Lodi purciiased a farm which he

operated for eight years, and on selling out at the

end of that time came to Winnebago County. On
account of clouded titles, he lost nearly all his

property in the Empire State and landed in Steph-

enson County with but §200 in hisiwcket, §100 of

which he paid for eighty acres of unimproved

land. Later, he purchased forty acres more in

Winnebago Count}-, which consumed the other

*100.

The elder Mr. Hamilton w.as married in Will-

iamstown, N. Y., in 1821, to Miss Nancy Millei-, a

native of Connecticut. Her parents were New
Englanders, and his father, later in life, in com-

pany with his second wife and one son, came to

Wisconsin, where he died. Mr. Hamilton died in

this county when eighty-two years of age; his

wife departed this life in her sixty-third year.

Jacob M. Hamilton was one in a family of nine

children and remained at home mi til reaching his

majorit}', when he took up a claim and removed

upon it after his marriage, January 1. 18.')1, with

Miss Sarah A. Derwent. The lad}- was born in

Lancashire, England, E'ebruar}' 9, 1833, and was a

daughter of Thomas and Hannah Derwent who
came to the United States in 1842, and, locating in

Winnebago County, bought a "squatter's" claim

for which Mr. Derwent paid three hundred sover-

eigns. The father was born in Derbyshire, Eng-

land, E^ebrnary 9, 1781, and followed the trade of

a wheelwright. His wife, whose maiden name was

Bradwell, was born November 28, 1786, in the

same place as her husband. They were married

about 1803 .and became the parents of six lion's and
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four girls. Mrs. Hamilton's mother died when

eight3'-nine years of age. Her father worked at

his trade near Sheffield, England, where he was

greatly esteemed as an upright and honest gentle-

man.

He of whom we write took up his present claim

in 1845, but did not locate upon it until 1.S51,

since which time he has been a resident here. In

politics, Mr. Hamilton cast his first Presidential

vote for John C. Fremont. He is widely known

throughout Northern Illinois as one of its most ex-

tensive agriculturists, and occupies a good posi-

tion in his community as a man who has made

for himself a good record and who gives support

to the enterprises calculated for the good of the

people around him, sociall}-, morally and financi-

ally.

Ten children have been born to i\Ir. and IMrs.

Hamilton, two of whom are deceased. Those liv-

ing are William A., who resides at Devil's Lake, N.

Dak.; Charles J., who is married and has one son,

makes his home in this county; Ella M., wife of

Charles Doty, is the mother of three children: Jay,

Ward and Anna, who also reside in this county;

Cora B., who is married to H. Houbson and is the

mother of a son, Chester E.; Myron S., who re-

sides at home, is married and has one son; Anna
O., who is Mrs. Hobson, makes her home iu this

countj^; Raj'mond A. and Grace C. who are at

home, complete the family list.

I
ALPH RULISON,a well-known and highly-

respected resident of Belvidere, was born

in Glenn, Montgomerj- County, N. Y., Jan-

^1 uary 4, 1818, and is a son of Herman Rul-

ison. The father was born in New Jerse}-, and

was a son of Abraham Rulison, a native of Ger-

many, who came to America with his parents, lo-

cating in New Jersey. By occupation, he was a

farmer. He went to New York, becoming one of

the early settlers of the town of Glenn, where he

spent the remainder of his days.

Herman Rulison was a mere lad when his p.ir-

ents went to New York. He married Margaret,

daughter of Christopher Fornicrook, who was

a native of Germany. Both the parents of our

subject spent their last daj's in Montgomerj'

County, N. Y.

Ralph Rulison was one of ton children. In his

youth he learned the trade of a tanner and currier,

which occupation he followed until 1843, when he

engaged in farming in the town of Glenn. Two
j-ears later, he came to Illinois, making the journey-

to Boone County by team from Racine. lie pur-

chased one hundred and sixty acres in lk)nus

Township at 83.80 per acre, of which flifty acres

were broken. He built a small frame house and

began the development and improvement of his

land. Upon that farm ho resided until 1883, and

iu his business dealings w.as quite successful. He
sold out in that year and came to Belvidere, where

he has since lived a retired life.

On the 2(5tli of June, 1842, Mr. Rulison was

united in marriage with Miss Maria Passage, who
was born in Sclienectad3' County, N. Y., April 9,

1820, and is a daughter of John and Eleanor

(Correll) Passage. Tlieir union has been blessed

with seven children: George, who married .Iiilia

Wright, bj' whom he had four children: Blanche,

Alta, Beth, and Emil, who is deceased; Emma,
wife of Charles Howe and the mother of four eliil-

diou: J.ay, Ralph, Maria, and one whose name is

not given; Alice, wife of W. Herbert, by whom she

has two sons: Ralph and John; Herman, who mar-

ried Carrie Hammond and has seven children:

Claude, Allie, R.alph, Lydia, Laura, William and

Charlie; Frank, who married Nettie Powers, by

whom he has four children: Estella, Eveline,

Georgia and a boy not yet named; Elsie, wife of

George Bassett, by whom she has a daughter, Alice;

and Grant, who married Lillie Grant. They have

one child, Genevieve.

In politics, Mr. Rulison is a stalwart Repulilican

and has filled various township offices of trust. He
was a member of the School Board for several

terms, was Assessor, Road Commissioner, Town
Clerk, and for eight years was Justice of the Peace.

His duties were ever promptl}- and faithfully dis-

charged and won him the commendation of all

concerned. He has alwaj'S been a great reader, is

a well-informed man and an intelligent citizen,

who well deserves the higii regard in which he is
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held. TTe and his estimable wife h.avc traveled

lil'iTs jdiiniey t(>i;ether for fifty years. The famil_y

circle li.as never been broken except bj- the death

of one grandchild, Emil, who was killed by being

kicked liy n liorse, on the 2Gtli of June, 1S!)2, and

altogether their lives have lieen l)lessed with hap-

piness and prosperity.

"Sr^ DWARD 15. BALL was born in Worcester

|lU) County, Mass., March 17, 1840, and is a

l^^/ son of Edward and Harriet (Hapgood) Ball.

The reputation he enjoys in Boone County is not

(inlv that of a substantial and progressive farmer

but an intelligent and thoroughly posted man in

all public affairs. His farm is one of the most

finely improved in r)Oone Town.shii), as the reader

will conclude by a glance at the view of the place

presented on another page.

The marriage of our subject on the 12th of

.Tune, 18G7, brought him a faithful helpmate in

the person of Miss Mary Cowan, who was born in

Fall River, Mas.s., on the 8th of January, 1818.

She is the daughter of Robert and Mary (Carmant)

Cowan, natives of Scotland, the father born in

Rothesay and the mother in Glasgow. The former

emigrated to America when a yonng man and

settled in Rhode Island where he followed the

spinner's trade until 1851, when he came to Boone

Count}', 111. They were the parents of eight chil-

dren, four of whom are living.

Our subject has always lieen a resident of the

old home place since it was purchased by his

father in 1855, and after marriage he tfiok his

wife there. lie is engaged in general mixed farm-

ing, and all his operations on the farm are con-

ducted in a manner suggestive of thoroughness

and enterprise. He has a substantial home and com-

fortable outbuildings, and is classed among the

representative farmers of his section. He bought

his father's interest in the home place and now

has two hundred and three aci-es, all well cultivated,

he and his father making all the imiirovements

but those on sixty aci-es.

In his political views, Mr. IJall atliliates with the

Republican party, and his first Presidential vote

was for Abraham Lincoln, for the second term.

He has never aspired to office but has been elected

to a number of different local positions and dis-

charged the duties incumbent up(m them in a man-

ner very satisfactory to all concerned. Socially,

he is a member of tiie M. W. No. G75, of Poplar

Grove, and the A. (). V. W. No. 158, Poplar

Grove, ]Mrs. Ball is oiu^ of the educated and

highl}' esteemed ladies of her township. She is a

member of the I^adies' Aid Society, and was the

first of her sex to l)e elected School Trustee in

Boone Township. Her election bears testimony

to her popularity, for she received every vote

polled. It is hardly necessary to add th.at she is

discharging the duties of that jiosition in a very

capalilc and elficient manner.

Mr. and Mrs. Ball became the parents (<{ two

children, one of whom survives, William 1)., Iiorn

August 27, 1882. P^dward A., born January 2K,

1871, died when n(.it quite two months old. The

home life of this esteemed couple is full of sunshine

and happiness, each member cultivating those

qualities which are productive of the Itest results.

<^ felLLIAM D. McCABE. Our suliject is a

\/\j// f-iii' example of many young Scotchmen,

^^^ who are generously endowed liy nature,

and ambitious to grow to their fullest height in

this land of great possibilities, and although he

has had some drawbacks that might have discour-

aged a less constant nature, he has gone on un-

daunted in his career and is now one of the fore-

most farmers of Bonus Township, Boone Count}'.

He was liom in Glasgow, Scotland, on the 18th of

March, 1842, and is a son of George and Jeanette

(Milligan) McCabe, also natives of that country,

in which the father passed the closing years of his

life. The mother is now a resident of Boone

Count}', .and is eighty years of age. The paternal

grandparents of our subject came to America and

died in Wisconsin at the age of seventj' and eighty

years, respectively.

Our subject was one of four children, but only

he and a sister are now living. He was but four

years of age when he was brought to America by
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bis parents, and was a rcsirlentof the State of New

York for five years, lie then eaiiie to Boone

County, 111., and here grew to mature years. Dur-

ing the Civil War, he was filled with a strong de-

sire to aid his country, and in 18(11 enlisted in

Companj' I, Thirtjr-seventh Illinois Infanti-y, under

Capt. R. Kennicott, and served not only through

the entire war, but was un detail work for a year

afterward. He was in active service from 18G1 to

1865, as well as the winter following, and was m
many of the bloodiest and most destructive battles.

He was wounded at the battle of Prairie Grove,

Ark., and took part in every battle and skirmish

in which his company and regiment participated.

It is only necessar3- to glance over the record of

his companj' and regiment to understand wliat he

had to go through with in fighting for tlie Union,

and he has every reason to be proud of his career

.as one of the boys in blue.

In selecting his companion in life, Mr. McCalie

made a happy choice, for Miss Lucy A. Jackson,

who became his wife on the 20th of Ma}', 1869, is

a lady of excellent judgment, refinement and cul-

ture and a noted housekeeper, as the interior of her

fine home attests. Their happy union has been

still further brightened by the advent of two chil-

dren, both sons, who are as follows: Charles

"\V., born in this county on the 28th of August,

1874, and George G., on the 15th of M.ay, 1879.

Our subject settled on his present farm after Ins

return from Chicago in 1872, and is the owner of

one hundred and forty acres of the best land to be

found in the section. On another page may be

found a view of his elegant residence which he

erected at a cost of 82,500, and he is now about as

pleasantly located as one would well wish to be.

lie has every modern improvement, and there is an

air of refinement and comfort in this rural home
that renders it attractive to all. Mrs. McCabe's

aged mother, a cheerful and most .agreealile old

lady, makes her home with her daughter and is

p.assing the sunset of her life in quiet and con-

tentment. (For life of Mrs. McCabe's parents,

Charles .and Mary A. (Stowe) J.ackson, see sketch

of N. D. Jackson.)

Mr. McCabe cast his first Presidential vote for

Gen. Grant for the first term .and has been an ar-

dent Republican in his politic.al views since. lie

h.as held several l(.)cal olliccs and has been Secretar}'

and Treasurer of the town Scliool I'oard for years.

He is a prominent ( i. A. I!, man ;ind a nioniber of

Post No. 161 (Camp llurlburl), of lU^lvidrre.

"\f' ONAS N. ANDKIJSON, who is now living a

retired life at No. 130 Bremer Street. Rock-

ford, h.as Iieen a resident of this city since

J the spring of 1866. Of Swedish birth, he

w.as born in the Province of Smoland. April l.'>,

1827, and came of an old Swedish family. His

parents both died in their native land. His fatlier,

Andrew Nelson, reached the advanced age of

eighty-three years. He was a mechanic and farmer.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Martha

Hickstrom, w.as called to her final rest at the age

of four-score years, lioth were members of the

Lutheran Church, .and were highly respected peo-

ple.

m.

Our subject belongs to quite a large family, but

is the only member that has made a permanent lo-

cation in America. His boyhood d.ays were passed

uneventfully, and at the age of sixteen, he began

learning the blacksmith's trade, which he has made

his life work, and in pursuit of that occupation he

has acquired a good competence. After attaining

to mature years, he was married, in his native pro-

vince, to Miss Ingra Nelson, who was born in May,

1828, and, like her husband, is the .sole representa-

tive of her people in this country. All the other

members of the family died in Sweden. Her par-

ents, Nels and Gonda (Mangenson) Johnson, were

farming people, .and p.assed away at the age.s of

sixty-three and eighty-five years, resiicctively.

Mrs. Anderson has proved a true and faithful

helpmate to her husband, and is a most estimable

lady, who in this community has many friends.

Thirteen children have been l)orn to our subject

and his wife, nine sons and four daughters, but

only three sons are now living: Otto is a black-

smith in the employ of the Skandia Plow Coin-

pan}-. He wedded Clara Anderson, and they

reside on Fifth Avenue, between Fourth and Fifth
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Streets. August is a well-educated young man, and

a skilled musician. lie was graduated from the

Conservatory of Music, and is an able teacher. He
is also a member of the well-known Fitzgerald

Band of Rockford, in which he plays the solo clari-

onet, and for some time has been a member of the

church choir, and its organist. .John, who is also

quite prolicient in music, completes tlie family.

Mv. Andcrsun and his sons all supjiort the Re-

publican parly, and himself and wife are members

of the First Lutheran Church, to which they have

belonged since coming to this country. He began

work in this city as a bl.acksmitli, and for manj'

years followed his trade in connection with lead-

ing manufactories of Rockford. His business career

has been a successful one, and with the competence

ho h.as ac(iuired, he is now enabled to live a retired

life. Since the organization of the Skandia Plow

t'limpany, he has Itoen one of its stockholders,

and for many years was a stockholder in the

Union Grocery Store. Al)()ut three years ago, he

laid aside all business cares, and is now enjojing

the rest which he has so truly earned and richly'

desei'\'es.

H.\r>i.KS W. SHARP, house decorator, and

a well-known business man of Belvidere, is

one of tlie worthy citizens that Ohio has

furnished to Boone County. His birth occurred

on .January 11, IS.'iS. in Lake County. He is one

of live children born unto David and Mary
(I'.arker) Sharp: Hattie A., .Tohn W., Charles W.,

Nettie F. and Grace A. The parents, natives of

England, emigrated to this country in an earl3^ day,

and after some years spent in Ohio, came to Illinois.

We now take up the personal historj' of our sub-

ject, who acquired his earlj^ education in the dis-

trict .schools of his native countj' and when a lad

of ten years came with his parents to Livingston

County, 111. His education was completed in tlie

schools of Fairbury, Livingston County, and at

the age of twelve .years he began to learn the trade

of a painter and (laper hanger. During v.acations

he followed that trade in Fairbury until eighteen

years of age. when he started out in life for himself

and went to California. He spent some time in the

West, engaging in painting and paper hanging in

California, Colorado and the Territory of Mon-
tana, until 1883, when he became a resident of

Watertown, S. Dak.

The following 3ear, Mr. Sharp was united in

marriage with Miss Lizzie White, a native of Chi-

cago and a daughter of Capt. White, who owned a

vessel and was quite prominent on the Lakes.

They resided in Dakota until 1887, when thej'

came to Belvidere, where, in company with his

brother ,Tohn W., Mr. Sharp established a groceiy

store and soon built up an extensive trade. They

still engage in that line and enjoy a liberal patron-

age. In 1890, our subject also began business as a

house decorator, and to that branch of trade gives

his personal supervision, while his brother man.ages

the grocery store.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sharp have been born two chil-

dren, one living, Lou C. They have a wide circle

of friends and acquaintances in this coramunit}'

and are highl}' esteemed. Mr. .Sharp is a member

of Belvidere Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. M.; Kish-

waukee Chapter No. 60, R. A. M.; Big Thunder

Lodge No. 28, I. O. O. F.; the Encampment and

Belvidere Lodge No. 280, K. P. In his business

career he has met with excellent success. He is

sagacious and far-sighted, enterprising and indus-

trious, and in Iwth lines of his business h.as .secured

a liberal patronage.

0-~ SCAR F. HALSEY, who ranks among the

]
well-to-do farmers of .Seward Township,

Winnebago Country, had his birth in New
YorkCitj', N. Y., Maj^ 27, 1827. His parents, Sam-

uel and Mary Halsey, were born on Long Island and

in Ulster County, N. Y., respectively. The mother,

I)rior to her marriage, bore the name of Mar}' AVj'-

gant, the family being New Yorkers for several

generations back, and originally from German}'.

The father of our subject is now living, at the

advanced age of ninety-one years. His father,

Jesse Halsey, was al.so a native of Long Island,

where his decease occurred; he was a sea-captain.

Our suliject's great-grandfatlier came from Eng-
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land at an earl}- da}-. Oscar F., of this sketch, re-

mained at home in Marlboro, N. Y., until attaining

his majorit3-, and from tliere in Jul}', 1848, came

to Illinois. He came to Roscoe, "Winnebago Count}-,

and for two years worked out on farms b}- the

niohtli. In 1849, he purchased his present farm

from the Government, upon whicli he removed a

year later, and has placed upon it all the improve-

ments which will be found upon the estate of an

intelligent and progressive farmer.

The lady to whom our subject w-as married, May

4, 1855, was Miss Lydia Hawkins, a native of Ovid,

Seneca County, ^. Y. .She was born March 4, 1827,

and died in this county, November 18, 1888.

Mrs. Halsey was the daughter of .Tonathan Hawkins,

who was a native of the Empire State, w-here his

decease occurred.

To our subject and his wife liave been liorn five

children ; M.ary E.; William H. S., who is married

and tlie father of two children; Anna M., also mar-

ried; Nancy L. and Samuel P. The children have

all been given good educations, and move in tlie

best circles of Seward Township. Mr. and Mrs.

Halsey are members of the Congregational Church,

and, in politics, our subject was first a Whig, tlien

a Prohibitionist, and now votes the Republican

ticket.

^^EORGE M. TUTTLE is one of the practical

jlj ,-—, and representative agriculturists of tliis

^^)^^ section, and from early boyhood was famil-

iar with the occupation of farming, having learned

the details of the w-ork from his father, who was a

worthy tiller of the soil. Our subject was born

near Watertow-n, Jefferson County, N. Y., in 1827,

and was the son of Chancy Tuttle, wlio was also

born in Jefferson County, and who died in Beloit,

Wis., in 1872, when seventy-five years of age. The

elder Mr. Tuttle moved to Illinois, near Chicago, in

in September, 1834, and came from Sackett's Har-

bor, N. Y., to Chicago by the Lakes, having a ver}-

rough trip of about three weeks. His wife and five

children, four sons and one daughter, came with

him. He made a claim of one hundred and sixty

acres near Chicago, but having very little readv

means, he sold this for $150, and took anotiier

claim of one hundred and sixty acres live miles

north of tlie first. Within a year and a lialf, he

sold that for 810(1, and subsequently moved tn

Rock County, Wis., near Beloit, wliei'c lie tijuk still

another claim of a quarter-section, which he got

entered at one-half per cent., a deed for which he

obtained from the Government in due course of

time when the land came on the market.

This settlement was made soon after the Black

Hawk War, in 1836. They made this last mi:>vc

with ox-teams on the Government trail and were

.about six d.ays in fording streams and worrying

through sloughs. At one time they lost the way,

got fast in a slough near Chicago, and were out all

night, being obliged to sleep on the ground. The

next d.ay they reached the cabin tliat Mr. Tuttle

had built the year before. He made a home here

on three hundred and twenty acres, and erected

good buildings, fences, etc., etc., and made liis

home here for thirty years. His wife, whose maiden

name was Amy Weaver, of New York State, came of

Dutch parentage. She died at her home near

Beloit, Wis., in 1855, when fifty years of age.

They were the parents of seven sons and three

daughters, three of whom died young. Those now-

living are named as follows: Chester, Franklin.

George M., Permelia, Julia M. and Jennie 'SI.

George M. Tuttle w.as reared on the farm, and

it w-as but natural, perhaps, that w-hen starting out

for himself he should choose .agricultural pur-

suits as his calling in life. He received liut a lim-

ited education, and when twenty-one years of age

started out to fight his own way in life, w-orking

the first year for S12 per month. He was united

in marriage to Miss Lydia Hal lock, a native of

New York, and a daughter of Is.aac and Elizabeth

(Rice) Hallock, both natives of New York State, and

the father a tiller of the soil. Jlrs. Hallock died

when a young w-oman, and her husband when in

the prime of life, on the Isthmus of Panama.

After his marriage, Mr. Tuttle and his young

wife moved to Minnesota, but after three years

spent in that State, Mr. Tuttle sold out and re-

turned to Wisconsin. He was a volunteer in the

Civil War, enlisting in the Forty-third Wisconsin

Infantry as a private. After returning home, he
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came to Roscoo, III., .anrl liought two hundred and

fifteen acres on section 1, paying about -¥30 an acre

for unini[)roved land. lie made this his home for

twcuty-two years, erecting buildings and fences,

and getting under jilow aliout one hundred and

forty acres of timber land. He is still residing on

that farm, but has a line new residence, which was

erected in IHSH. His son resides in the old house.

Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle lost their only daughter. Amy
Lillian, at the age of three years. Their four sons

are named as follows: Chester L., William F.,

Eugene E. and Charles A., all now married but

the latter, who is a student in Beloit College, pre-

paring for the ministry in the Methodist Episcopal

Church. For six years he lias ridden his hor.se

from his home place to Beloit, a distance of three

.and a half miles.

Mr. Tuttle has Iteen a careful, industri(_)us farmer,

and has accumulated a comfortable competence,

with the assist.anee of his industrious and estimable

wife, both having worked hard for their comfort-

able home. Mrs. Tuttle 's death occurred April 1,

1802, her health having lieen rather pi:)or for some

time. Mr. Tuttle is still actively engaged in his

chosen occupation, and is strong .and vigorous. He
is a stanch Reiiul.tlicau in his political views, and

was once called an Abolitionist. He has held the

of lice of Justice of the Peace for two terms, and

holds membershi|i in the Methodist Episco])al

Church in Beloit. Mrs. Tuttle having also lieen a

memlier of that church.

^—S)^'T"^&-

'RANCIS BLACHFOBI). In mentioning

those of foreign birth who have become

closel}' associated with the farming interests

of Boone County, we should not fail to present an

outline of the career of ]\Ir. Blachford, for he is

one who h.as fully borne out the reputation of that

cl.ass of industrious, energetic and far-seeing men
of Englisli nativity who have risen to prominence

in different portions of this county. There is a ster-

ling quality- about the nationality that particularly

fits them for pioneers, and we, as Americans, are

greatly indelited to settlers of English birth for

the rapid advancement in our civilization. Mr.

Blachford was liorn in Wiltshire, England, on the

21st of .July, ISI'J, and is a brother of Stephen

Blachford (see .sketch for family histor}'). Now
nearly seventy-three years of age, the progress that

the country has made, and especially that portion in

which he lives, is due to the energy and persever-

ance of such men as our subject. Like his brother

(Stephen, he has suffered all the hardships and pri-

vations of i)ioncer life, and the n.ame of Bl.achford

is already connected with the history of the coun-

try.

The subject of this sketch selected his wife in

the person of IMiss Jane Atkinson, who was born

in Canada on the Istof Ma}', 1833, and their union

was solemnized on the 20th of November, 18.55.

She w.as one of eleven children, six of whom are

now living, born to the marriage of James and

Margaret (McClatchey) Atkinson, the father a na-

tive of Lincolnshire, England, and the mother of

Canada. The former was born in 1803, and died

when eighty years of age, but the latter is still

living, is a resident of this count}-, .and is now
eighty-four 3'ears of age.

To our subject and his wife w.as born an interest-

ing family of seven children, all of whom are living

but one. They are as follows: Francis, a native of

this county, is now engaged in farming in Dakota;

William P., also a native of this county, makes his

home in Dakota; IMargaret married L. Shattuck

and h.as a son; Eli P., residing in Belvidere, mar-

ried Miss Ann Gathen and is the father of two

sons; Stephen D. is at home; Harvey is engaged in

business in Belvidere; and Albert is at home. All

the children were born in this county. Some of

Mrs. Blachford's people were of Scotch-Irish de-

scent.

Mr. Blachford, excepting a few years when lie

worked in the pinery, h.as alw.ays remained on the

old home place, and hauled his gr.ain and produce

to Chicago, and is well known in the county where

he has made his home since 1835. He is a Demo-

crat in his political liking, and is not a member of

any church, although quite a regular attendant.

He IS noted for hisoi3en-lieartedness, geniality and

the public spirit that distinguishes his countrymen,

and is a fine specimen of the industrial cl.ass that

Great Britain sends to our shores. He has ever
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been a lo.yal adherent of Ainerieau institutions and

his ado|)ted country is to him, par excellence, the

country of his heart. His well-cultivated farm

attests his success in life.

^^^l l^Am H] llsN^^

/^IIARLES F. BLOMr.ERG, Sui.erintendent

(l( _ of the Union Furniture Factory of Rock-

^ti^ ford, one of the leading and largest enter-

prises of the city, is a gentleman whose abilities

and sound judgment have no equal in this line.

He was a promoter of the enterprise and is now a

Director and large stockholder of the same. He

is also a stockholder in the Chair and Furniture

Factory, a stockholder and Director in the Mantel

and Furniture Factory, and a stockholder in the

Royal Sewing Machine Company. He is one of

the successful and representative Swedes of Rock-

ford, and is highly respected both in social and

business circles. Since 1876, he has been identified

with the furniture factories of the city, and espec-

ially with the Union, which was organized in that

year.

In the year 1874, Mr. Blomberg came to this

country from Wester Gothland Province, Sweden,

where he first saw the light December 26, 1850.

As he grew to manhood, he learned the cabinet-

maker's trade under his father, John Anderson,

who was a skilled workman. The latter remained

in his native laud all his life and died when sixty-

five 3'ears of age. He was a man well respected

and was a member of the State Church, as was also

his wife, whose maiden name was Brighta Swesen.

She died in her native province when fifty-five

years of age. They were the parents of six chil-

dren, all now living and all married: Sophia, now
Mrs. Johnson, resides in Sweden; August A., a

farmer of Sweden; Clause A., a farmer and carpen-

ter of Sweden; Charles F., our subject; Emma,
wife of Mr. Norstron, resides near Belvidere,

Boone County, and Lotta, wife of A. Bargstrom,

resides in Rockford.

Charles F. Blomberg is the founder of the fam-

ily in America. He left his native soil on the

17th of July, 1871, and made his appearance in

Rockford, 111., on the 6th of August of the same

j-ear. September 11, 1875, he wedded Miss ChrLs-

tina J. Jasperson, a native of Wester Gothland

Province, Sweden, born Noveml)er 12, 18 IS, and a

lady possessing many virtues. She came to this

country in 1872 with her father and brother. The

former, Jasper Carlson, was born October 17, 182((.

and is now seventy-two years of age. He makes

his home with his daughter, Mrs. Blomberg, and is

a member of the Lutheran Church. His wife died

in Sweden in 1871, when past fifty-six years of

age. She was also a Lutheran in belief.

Mrs. Blomberg's brother. Prof. John Jasper.son,

is a graduate of R. I. Augustana College, and is

now at the head of that institution. He is also a

minister of some note, and carried on his minis-

terial duties in Burlington for three j-cars. Mrs.

Blomberg has another brothei', Charles Jasperson,

who is in the em[)loy of J. G. Chick. She has

three sisters in this country: Mrs. Johanna Roman,

of Rockford; Mrs. Lottie Frieberg, also of this city,

and Mrs. Mary Liden, of Iowa.

Mr. and Mrs. Blomberg are the parents of five

children, only one now living. Clause E., a bright

boy sixteen years old, who is attending the [lub-

lic schools. Those deceased are: Ilelga O., Albin

and two infants. Mr. Blomberg is identified with

the Republican party in politics, and he and his

wife are members of the First Lutheran Church.

The attention of the reader is invited to a lith-

ographic portrait of Mr. Blomberg which is pre-

sented on an accompanying page.

AMES PARTRICK. A stranger would not

be in this section long without hearing the

name which stands at the head of this bio-

graphical notice and learning that it is the

cognomen of a prominent citizen of Winnebago.

For many j^ears an agriculturist, he is still the

proprietor of a fine farm in Winnebago Township

and another in Seward Township, and in addition

to this property owns six houses in the village,

where he ranks among its well-to-do citizens. He

is self-made, for at the time he came to Rockford,

man}' years ago, he was about even with the world,
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but his financial ability and integrity have aiiled

him in attaining to his present high standing.

Born in Marston, Bedfordshire, England, in

October, 181',), our subject is the son of Samuel

Tartrick, also a native of that shire, where he w.as

reared, married and spent his entire life. The

maiden name of our suljject's mother was Eliza-

beth Cook, a most estimable lady, who bore her

husband eleven children. James of this sketch,

and his sister, Esther Chandler, now a resident of

Pennsylvania, were the only members <.)f the fam-

ily til come t(i America.

The original of this sketcli w.as reared to agri-

cultural i)iu-suits in his native land, and October

11, 1815, set sail from Liverpool on the vessel

"Elsonora," being accompanied on the voyage by

his wife. Tlie young couple landed at New York

(in tlie 22d of Decemlier, whence they went to

South Middletown, Orange County, and resided un-

til October, 1846, when they started for Illinois.

Tiiey journeyed by the way of the Lakes to Chi-

cago, where Mr. Partrick was taken sick and was

compelled to remain for two months, after which

he came overland toRockford in a lumber wagon,

and found emi)loyment with a Mr p]. Gregory,

with whom he remained for two months. He was

then engiiged in doing various kinds of work, and

chopping wood, for which he received II per cord,

and $1 iier hundred for splitting rails.

In 1847, .Tames Partrick jiurchased one hundred

and sixty acres of wild land in Seward Townshi|),

for which ho paid 1300. Locating on the place

two years later, he was there successfully engaged

in cultivating the soil until 1876, when he lented

his property and came to Winnebago, where he is

quite extensivel3' interested in real estate.

Our suliji'ct was wedded to Rachel Faulkner, a

native of Bedfordshire. England, in July, 1843.

Tlie lady was the daughter of John and Elizabeth

Faulkner, who came to America in 1846, and de-

parted this life in Winnebago County. Mrs.

Partrick died in ]'"ebruary, 1857, and in September

of that year our subject was mai'ried to Clara IM.

Rundall, who was born in Herkimer County, N.Y.,

and is the daughter of Cilliert Rundall, <if New
York State and of iMiglish ancestry. The six

children living weie born of the sec(_ind union and

m

are: Lucy, Mrs. James Bryant; Ezula, Mrs. Levi

Faulkner; Rachel, Theron, INIartha and Edith. Mrs.

Faulkner h.as four children: Fa_Vi Susan, Herbert

and Volney.

jl/ ACOB HAZLETT, now living retired at his

{ilcasant home at No. 201 North Second

Street, is one of the old settlers of Winne-

bago County, having come hither iu 1853.

On locating in this county, he lirought with him

a stock of dry-goods worth 15,000 or $6,000, and

with these went to Rockton and established him-

self in business. Not finding it a good location,

he disposed of his goods, and seeing a good open-

ing iu Rockford, came to this city and fipened ;in

hotel in the old Crystal Palace.

Mr. Ilazlett later, in company with a Mr. Miller,

opened up iu the boot and shoe business, which

they operated successfull}' together until 1866,

when our subject conducted affairs on his own

account, and buj'ing out the stock of C. C. Briggs,

followed that line of trade for twenty-two years.

In the meantime, Mr. Ilazlett purchased a portion

of the block bounded by North First and Market

Streets, where he erected a good residence, besides

the one in which he makes his home. Since 1886,

he has partially retired frciin active business life,

having a tine income from the real estate whicli

he owns. Mr. Ilazlett is iiublic-spirited and has

always been deeply interested in the njibuilding

of the city.

The original of this sketch, with Mr. C. C. Briggs

and George Troxell, was one of the original stock-

holders of the building of the Kenosha Railroad,

in which venture he lost heavily. He was Ijorn

ill Preston County, Va., November 17, 1813,

and was only four and a half 3'ears old when his

parents came West to Allegany County, Md., where

he grew to mature years and engaged in the mill-

ing business with his father for twent3'-two years.

He in the meantime built a saw and grist mill with

a carding mill attached and later added to his

possessions a store, all of which he o|ierated for

some time .and then moved his stock of dry-gM<ids

to F;iyette County, Pa., where he was successfully
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engaged in business for some time. He made his

advent into Rockford in 1853, with whose interests

he has been proiiiiuently identilied since tliat

time.

The fatiier of our subject, Samuel Ilazlett, was u

native of Lancaster County, Pa., while Ins fatlier

was born in the North of Ireland, and emigrated

to the United States during the Revolutionary

War. He located in Pennsj'lvania, wliere he fol-

lowed his trade of a millwriglit, and later being

pressed into the service of the Colonists, became a

soldier in the Revolutionary War. He later re-

turned to Lancaster County, and again establisliing

himself at his trade, was thus engaged until his

decease, prior to which time, however, his house

was totally destroyed by fire.

The grandfather of our subject at his decease

left one son, Samuel, and a daughter, Catherine.

The son on attaining manhood learned the trade

of a millwright under his father, remained in Lan-

caster County for a time and later became a miller

and a well-known resident in Allegany County,

Md., where he spent his last years, dying at the

age of seventy-five. He was an honest, hardwork-

ing man and had a host of acquaintances in the

count}-, where he had spent so many years. He
was prominent in politics, casting his first Presiden-

tial vote for Thomas Jefferson. The maiden name
of our subject's mother was Catherine Fike, a

native of the same county and State as was her hus-

band. Her father was a native of Hesse-Darm-

stadt and came to America as a soldier during the

Revolutionary War. Her parents were John and

Margaret Fike, who died at the home of Mrs. Ilaz-

lett in Allegany County, Md. Mrs. Catherine Ilaz-

lett survived her husband some years, her decease

occurring in Fayette County, Pa., when sevent}--

eight years of age. She was a member of tlie

Dunkard Church, of which denomination her hus-

band was a preacher.

Jacob Hazlett is the youngest hut one of seven

sons and two daughters born to his parents, and

with the exception of his sister Susan, now Mrs.

Samuel Welsh, of Winterset, Iowa, is the only one

living. He was married in Somerset County, Pa.,

to Miss Jane Rush, who w.as born in that county

in 1819, and was a daughter of John and Margaret

(Hannali) Rush. Her parents were of Irish de-

scent, who after their marriage lived in Somerset

County, where the fatlier carried on a farm until

1 84 1 , when they removed to Wcstmorehuid Coun t\-,

tliat State, and in l.sr)2 cauu' ti> IlliiKiis and piii-

chased a home in iviickford. They liolh (k'|iarte(l

this life ill I8.").s. (he father dying in Sriptcnilicr

and the mother in ( )rt(>h(T nf th;it year, linn in liic

faith of the Baptist Cliureh. The grandfather nf

Mrs. Hazlett, Jacob Rusli, w.as a patriot in tlie

Revolutionary AVar, particii)ating in tlie battle of

Bennington, and died when (Kist ninety years of

age.

Tlie wife of our sulijeet is one of tlie five sons

and seven daughters liorn to her parents, two of

whom are deceased. 'I'lie eldest is eighty-six years

of age and the youngest sixty-five. JMr. and Miis.

Hazlett are active members of the Haptist C'liuieh,

and in politics, thougli formerly a Democrat, now
votes the Prohiljitton ticket.

^^EORGE H. 1'.AR1!I<:R is classed .among the

'l| (—^ loading agriculturists of Shirlaiid Town-

^^y^ ship, Winnebago County, where he has a

well-improved farm, and makes a specialty of

dairying, keeping on his place about twenty milch

cows, whose product he sends to the creameiy at

Shirlaud. Mr. Barber is a strong supporter of Re-

publican principles, and has been pniniinent in

local affairs, serving as School Direetur for four-

teen years, and Iligliway Commissioner one term.

His religious views find expression in the Method-

ist Episcopal faith, he and his wife being valued

members of the society of tliat denomination in

Sliirland.

A native of New Ycu'k, our subject was born in

Westmoreland Township, Oneida County, January

30, 1826, and is a son of George Barljer, whose

birth occurred in 1803, in Washington County,

that State. The latter-named gentleman was an

agriculturist, and the son of John Barber, a native

of Ireland. Our subject is one in a family of two

sons and three daughters. His sister, Mary A., is

now Mrs. Otis King, of Lockport, N. Y.; Sarah is a

resident of Clinton, Oneida Couiity. tliat State;
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William F. is a Justice of the Peace at the village

of New York Mills, N. Y.; and Ellen, INIrs. John

Barber, dei)arte(l this life in Oneida County, when

about forty years of age, leaving one son.

The father of our subject died in 1843, in New

Y'ork, and his good wife, who survived him some

thirty years, was seventy-seven years of age at her

deunse. Our subject grew up a farmer boy, and

like many <.)f tlic lads of that early day, had a lim-

ited ojiportunity for receiving an education, being

compelled to assist his father in carr3'ing on the

farui. When twenty-live years of age, he started

out in the world on his own account, and for five

years was in (he employ of the New Y'ork Central

Railroad.

The lady who became llie wife of our subject in

1857 was Miss Adeline, daughter of David .and

Elizal)eth (Worrell) Bradley, natives of Niagara

C'ouut\', N. Y.. where they were farmers, and reared

two sons and four daughters. They died at the

resiiective ages of lifty and seventy-three years.

All the children are living with the exception of

one sister, Abigail, who was the wife of James O.

King, of Locki>ort, N. Y.

Olu' subject came West to Illinois in October,

1805, at which time he [lurchased ninety-one acres

of the land included in his present farm, for which

he paid I'J per acre. Witliin two years he returned

East for his bride, and since that time they have

been perm.anent residents of Shirland Township,

where they have reared six children, and Iniried one

daughter, Jennie M., who died May 4, 1880, aged

twenty-two j'ears. Those living are Sarah, Mrs.

Oscar Boyden ; Charles, who married Ada Bates, of

Dakota; Carrie A., Nellie O. and Em(iry. They

have all been given good educations, and fitted to

become useful citizens.

q.5..j..j..{.>^i^J.j.^.^..5.F

KS. EMELINE (OLIN) JOIIN.SON.

,., Among the valualile and flnel^y-iniproved

li farms of ^Vinnell^go Township, is the

[ileasanl home occupied and owned by

]\Irs. .b)hnson, and comprising one hundred and

nine acres, upon which the various improvements

have been made whit'li mark it as the abode of a

refined and intelligent family. Although it has

been in her possession but a short tiir.e, having

been purchased in 1890, she has already effected

consider.able improvement in its environments

and buildings, and is justly entitled to considera-

tion among the representative residents of the

townshi|).

Born in Erie County, N. Y., Mrs. Johnson is the

daughter of David Olin, who was born near Provi-

dence, R. I., and the granddaughter of Anthony

Olin, who was born in the same place and there

spent his entire life. He married Abigail Reming-

ton, who, like himself, lived and died in Rhode

Island. The father of Mrs. Johnson was reared

in his native State and removed to New Y'ork in

his early manhood, locating in the town of Sar-

dinia, and there engaged in fanning until 1852.

He then removed to Wisconsin and settled in

Spring Valley upon a tract of timber land, which

he commenced at once to improve and which he

continued to reside upon until his death. While

a resident of Sardinia, he was united in marriage

with Bliss Eleth Cheney, who was born in Chau-

tauqua County, N. Y., the daughter of Daniel and

Jane (Munson) Chene^'.

When her parents removed to Wisconsin, our

subject was only eight years old, and she made her

home beneath the parental roof until her marriage

to George Prior, a native of New Y'ork, who came

West in his young manhood and settled near Janes-

ville. Wis. He enlisted in 1864 as a member of

the Twelfth Wisconsin Infantry and died while in

service. On New Y'ear's Day, 1876, our subject

became the wife of Joseph Johnson, who was born

in England and emigrated to America when a

young man and located in Rockford. lie en-

gaged in fanning and bought land at different

times, until when he died he was the owner of

three hundred and seventy acres of well-improved

land, on which good buildings had been placed.

His death occurred in November, 1883, mourned

by a host of warm personal friends.

After the death of Mr. Johnson his widow made

her home on the farm which he had pureh.ased

until 1889, when she rented it to tenants and re-

moved to Rockford, buying a home in that beau-

tiful city. In 1890, she traded hci iiroperty in the
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Forest City for a f.arm in Wmnebago Townsliip,

where siie now resides. Slie is the mother of two

cliilflren, Ella and Harr\-, b3' her first union, and

of iier second marriage, one child, Jl^-rtie. was

liorn. The position occupied by Mrs. .Johnson and

lier cliildren in the social circles is prominent,

while her management of the estate left b}' her

husband proves the possession of great executive

atiilitv and remarkable iudLtment.

(!^^HATCIIER BLAKE. In tlie sulnubs of the

li^^ Ijcautiful city of Rockford and overlooking
v^^j/

the Kock River, stands a palatial residence,

one of the most elegant and attractive in the county,

and erected by IMr. Blake in 1870. Nine happy

3ears he passed within its w.dls and then, October

8, 1879, passed away from the busy scenes of

earth. Ilis life of seventy-one years was a bus\'

and useful one, filled with successes and crowned

with tlie friendship of tlie best citizens of Rock-

ford.

Born in Oxford County, Me., October 29, 1809,

our subject was the son of Thatcher Blake, Sr.

The father was born in Taunton, Mass., Februar}'

22, 1774, and died in Maine, October 29, 1839.

On his mother's side he was a lineal descendant of

the celebrated Edward Winslow, wlio came over in

the "Mayflower" iu 1620, and is known in history

for the prudence, intelligence and wisdom which

provided a means of securing the confidence of,

and intercourse with, the Indians during the early

settlement of this country. In the history of the

development of the New England States the fam-

ily took an active part, and possessed the hardy

and sturdy character that had enabled their fore-

fathers to get a foothold in the New AVorld.

Imbued with the spirit of iiis ancestors, it is not

strange that our subject sought a home in the wild

and sparsely settled AVest. Me was one of the

three oldest settlers of Rockford and Winnebago

County, being associated with Stephen Mack and

Germanicus Kent in the pioneer task of improv-

ing the land. He possessed the courageous spirit

which enabled him to undertake the hardships

2i

necessary to effect a seltlement among not entirely

peaceable Indians. Prior to coming hither, he had

gained a practical knowledge of agriculture mi the

home farm, where he had been reared, and had

also been a teacher during the winter season.

Upon attaining to his majority, Mr. Blake came

West to Galena, this State, where he formed the

acquaintance of Germanicus Kent, a native (if

Vermont, who had gone South, married a Sdulh-

ern lad}', and returned North to Galena. Tlie two

gentlemen became close friends and purchased an

Indian canoe in which they journe^-ed down the

Mississippi River and investigated the lands on

botli sides, finally deciding to locate near llie

mouth of what is now called Kent Creek, a small

stream emptying into the Rock River at Rockford.

The name given to this city was suggested by the

fact that at low water there was a good fdrding

place where the dam now is.

No better men could found a city than Messrs.

Kent and Blake. The latter gentleman had de-

cided tastes for farming and m'i<le ;i claim to a

large tract of land near the town. After improv-

ing the land, he retired to the city, where he en-

gaged to some extent as a real-estate dealer and

built some g(jod houses. A man of noble charac-

ter, he had a host of warm [lersonal friends who
honored him as one of the best citizens nf the

place. He was a member of the Unitarian Church,

and, m his political belief, was first a Whig and

later a Republican.

The marriage of Mr. Blake in Frccport united

him with Miss Mar^' J. Goodhue, and this wedding

ceremony, which was solemnized in Novemlier,

1836, was the first ever performed in Stephenson

County, and the second in Northern Illinois. To
]\Irs. Blake belongs the honor of being the oldest

living settler in Rockford or Winnebago Counties.

She was born in Peterborough, N. II., August 29,

1813, and belonged to ^a worthy New England

family. Her parents died when she was a cliild,

and tlius orphaned, she began to earn her living

as a teacher when quite j'oung. She came to

Stephenson County, this State, where her sister,

Mrs. Elizabeth Sanborn, resided. The venerable

lady still survives and resides at the old home-

stead in Rockford.
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A ladj' of coui-ageous disposition and sincere

character, Mrs. Blake occupies a warm place in tlie

affection of all who liave ever met her, and she dc-

liglits to relate incidents of old pioneer days, when

few comforts were in the ri'acli i if llie early settlers,

and hardships and tri.als were in numerable. She

belongs to the Unitarian Church and is ever active

in charitable and benevolent measures. Her

daughter Katie is the widow of Clarence Bean,

formerly a prominent druggist, who died in Rock-

ford in 1888. jMrs. Bean makes her home with

her mother, as do also her three sons: Thatcher B.,

Winslow and Clarence, bright lads who are the

pride and hope of both mother and grandmother.

The attention of the reader is invited to the

lithographic portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Blake, pre-

sented in this connection.

't Qf^ ^
-4l ft^ILLIAM DICKINSON was born in the vil-

\/jJ//
^^^^ ^^ Haywood, Parish of Bridwalace,

)^ Yorkshire, England, .July 23, 1822. He is

at present residing on a farm in Burritt Township,

AVinnebago County, on which he has erected a

comfortable stone house, and planted fruit and
shade trees. He is making a success of ills calling

and ranks among the well-to-do agriculturists of

the county.

William Dickinson, the father of our subject,

was a native of the above-named parish and shire,

as was also liis father, William Dickinson, and in

turn, his father, the great-grandfather of our sub-

ject. The latter-named gentleman spent his en-

tire life in that country, and died when nearly one
hundred years of age, being Iniried in Owston
Churchyard. The grandfather of our subject was

a carpenter, which occupation he followed until

his death, in Yorkshire; his remains lie buried at

Doncaster. The maiden name of his wife was Mary
Pickering.

The direct progenitor of our suliject always fol-

lowed the trade of a carpenter, which he learned

from his father, and at liis decease was also buried

at Doncaster. Rebecca Parkin, his wife, was born

in Yori«hire, England, and bore her hnsband five

children, Sarah, William, George, Charles and Lucy

.

our subject being the only one who ever came to

America. He commenced to learn the trade of a

carpenter and wagonni.aker when fourteen years of

age, and when twenty-one did "jour" work until

184.5, when lie came with his wife to America,

sailing from Liverpool August G, in the vessel

"Rochester," which landed them in New York after

a voj'age of three weeks. Coming directly to Illi-

nois, Mr. Dickinson came overland from Chicago

to Rockford at a time when this now prosperous

city was a small village. He began life here work-

ing land on shares, and after the Mexican War he

purchased a Land warrant and secured a tract of

land, which he now occupies.

There being no railroads in this locality, Mr.

Dickinson marketed his grain in Chicago, Milwau-

kee and different points in Wisconsin. He had

his wheat ground at Rockton, and disposed of his

flour in the mining towns of Wisconsin. In 1844,

he was married to Ann Coward, who was born in

Yorkshire, England, .January 10, 1833, and was the

daughter of William and Ann (Cellars) Coward,

also natives of Yorkshire, England, where their

decease occurred. To our subject and his wife

have been born ten children. Those now living

arc Rebecca, now Mrs. Wallace Hooker; Emily, now
Mr.s. Frederick Milne; Frederick, George, Florence;

Annie, now Mrs. James Robins; and Theodore.

William, the third son, died in his twent3'-fourth

year, and Charles, the next in order of birth, when

twenty-three years. In his political relations, !\Ir.

Dickinson is a stanch Democrat.

liNSEL SCllELLKNGKK. It is witli sin-

cere pleasure that the biographer responds

to the call to give the life facts of any of

our fellow-citizens who fought for the

honor of the old flag during the dark days of the

Civil War. The good gentleman whose name ap-

pears at the head of this sketch enlisted at Black

River Falls, Wis., for three months, but as iiiscom-

panjf was disl)anded,he again enlisted from Sharon,

November 4, 1861, in Company C, Thirteenth Wis-

consin Infantry', and going to the front in Kansas

formed a [lart of the Western Army. Blr. Schel-
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IciiLCcr le-onlisted December 15, 1863, and was dis-

(.•liarged on acfouut of disability, .Iul_y 29, 1865,

from tlie general hospital at Prairie dii Cliien.

Our subject, who is at present engaged in farm-

ing in Manchester Townshii), Boone County, was

born in Ilarpersfield, Ashtabula Count3', Ohio,

^larch 15, 1841, while his father. Hector Sehel-

lenger, was born in .Sheffield, Mass., August 11,

171)2. The latter gentleman was the son of Gid-

deon Schellenger, wiio lived and died a farmer in

the above-named i)laee. The father of <_iur subject

came to Kaskaskia in 1813, in company with two

brothers, where he remained about one year, during

which period he made brick bj^ hand. At the end

of that time, he returned with his brother George

to AshUabula County, and the latter built a dam on

Grand River and erected saw, grist and woolen

mills. The father of our subject purchased a farm

in that vicinitj', which he cleared from heav_y tim-

ber.

The ladj^ who became the mother of our subject

was prior to her marriage C3"nthia, daughter of

Archelus Parker, and was born June 23, 1809, in

New York. The parents of our subject, in the fall

of 1855, came to Roscoe Village, where jMr. Schel-

lenger remained a short time; then coming to Man-

chester Township, he purchased a farm of two

hundred and eighty acres, for which he paid 13,000.

A part of the family still remained in Ohio, among
them Ansel, our subject, and his elder brother, who
was ill. Mr. and jMrs. Schellenger reared twelve

children, viz: Elmina, Edmond, Nancy, Almon,

Hector, Polly (deceased), Ansel, Phtcbe Ann, Em-
eline M., Samuel O., Silas A. and Sarah E. Almon
was a volunteer in the Ninety-fifth Illinois Infan-

try, leaving home with the commission of Lieuten-

ant, and wiien Capt. Corn well was killed was

appointed to take his position. He served through

the war, receiving a severe baj'ouet wound in the

ankle. Previous to being discharged, he was brev-

eted a jNIajor for bravery and efficienc}'.

He of whom we write, on returning to civil life,

engaged in farming on the old homestead, which

has been his home since. He was married, Octo-

ber 25, 1875, to Miss Delphine E., daughter of

David and Emeline (Glover) Willson, natives, re-

spectively, of New Hampshire and New York. The

parents of Mrs. Schellenger came to Mancheslci-

Township in 1847, where she was Imrn. 1!\' her

union with our subject, four children have been

born: Alice Maude, Blanche Marie, Marcia E. and

Ralph Wilson.

Mr. Schellenger, in 1877, erected a very line

brick residence which is linisliedin a modern st^ie

of architecture, and furnished in a most comfdrt-

able manner. He also h.as a large barn on his place,

and all the other buildings which go to make up a

most attractive home. His estate is supplied with

ornamental shrub and fruit trees, having a well-

trained arbor vitie hedge in fi'ont of the house. He

has added one hundred ancl thirty acres to the

original tract, which aggregates four hundred and

ten acres, the greater portion of wliich is under ex-

cellent cultivation. He has raised a great (luan-

tity of clover on his place, which nets him 815 per

acre, or §4.50 per busliel. He is one of the most

practical and thorough farmers in tiiis i)nrt of Illi-

nois, and is making a success of his calling. He

plants from one hundred to one hundred and fifty

acres of corn, and keeps from fifteen to tliirty-

seven head of cows on his place. He has st)me

very fine sheep, of which the Shroiishire are his

favorites.

The mother of our suliject is now nearing her

eighty-third birthday, aufl makes her home with

her youngest daughter, Mrs. Blodget, in Le Roy.

Our subject and his wife are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, and in [lolitics, he votes

with the Republican party.

I

^f] OSEPII S. CARPENTER is one of Boone

County's poiiular citizens, and an agricul-

turist (if excellent re|iutation. He was

^_^^ Ijorn in Truxton, C(.>rtland County. N. Y.,

on the 21st of December, 1817, and remained

under the parental roof until twenty 3-ears of age.

when he started out to make his own way in life.

The parents of our subject, Abner and Lura

(Raskins) Carpenter, were natives of the Nut-

meg State, but later became residents of New
York State where they passed the remainder of
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their days, the father dying in Orleans and the

mother in Cwtland County. They were the pa-

rents of seven children, but only our subject is now
living. The paternal grandfather, Noah Carpen-

ter, was also a native of Connecticut, but when

about middle age lie moved to the Empire State

and there received his final summons when ninety

years of age.

AVhen our subject started out to fight life's bat-

tles for himself, he first began by hiring out by

the month, and in this way, by his economical

habits and good management, contrived to save

much of his hard-earned money. He selected his

wife in the person of Miss Clarissa Gilbert, a na-

tive of Livingston County, N. Y., born in the

town of Sparta, October 18, 1824, and their union

was celebrated on the 19th of March, 1846. Mrs.

Carpenter was the daughter of Leonard and Eliz-

abeth (Mitchell) Gilbert, the father a native of

Connecticut and the mother of Pennsylvania, the

latter of Quaker ancestry. They were the parents

of six children, five of whom are now living.

Mrs. Cari^enter, wife of our subject, is a descend-

ant of English ancestors, and the first of her kins-

men to settle in this country were three brothers

whose descendants are now scattered in the United

States, many of them professional men. Quite a

number were Methodist preachers who won fame

and renown in their chosen calling. jMrs. Car-

penter's father was a physician of considerable

consequence and was educated at Hartford, Conn.

He died in Genesee Count}', Mich., when about

eighty-seven j'cars of age, and his wife died in

Orleans Count}', N. Y., when a)iout lifl^'-four

years of age. Mrs. Carpenter's grandfather, Gar-

dener Gilbert, w.as in the Revolutionary War and

was Secretary for Gen. George Washington.

After marriage, our subject settled in Orleans

County, N. Y., and for some time worked by tlie

month, but becoming impressed with the idea

that he could better his condition by going West,

he, in the year 1848, made his first appearance in

Illinois. He bought forty acres of land in Boone
Count\', but later bought sixtj'-flve acres where he

now lives, and has been a resident of the same for

the past thirty-five years. During this time he

has not been idle, as the i)resent appearance of his

well-regulated farm will show. Satisfied that he

has accomplished his share of hard work, our sub-

ject is now practically retired and with his worthy

wife, to whose help he in a great measure attrib-

utes his success, will settle down to enjoy the

result of years of hard work. Although he has

taken but little interest in politics, Mr. Carpenter

has held a number of local offices and is well able

to hold any and all. He is a Re}uiblican and his

first Presidential vote was for William H. Harrison.

He has voted for every Republican President since

Eremont. Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter are members

of the Methodist Church and are liberal contribu-

tors to tlie same. Mr. Carpenter favors advance-

ment in every phase of life, and is a generous

contributor both of his time and means to every

measure that promises to be for the benefit of this

section of the countr}'.

(^^ EYMOUR WILDER has been identified

'^^ with the agricultural development of

(V^^ Winnebago County since the earl}- date of

its settlement and is a fine representative

of the sturdy, intelligent and enterprising pioneers

who have improved valuable and highly [iroduc-

tive farms from the wild prairies. Our subject

was born in Underbill, Chittenden County, Vt.,

October 31, 1831, and is the son of Oliver and

Lemira (Lee) Wilder, for a further history of

whom the reader is referred to the sketch of Setli

C. Wilder.

During the residence of our subject in Vermont,

as there were no railroads in the vicinity of his

home, it was the custom of the farmers to visit

Boston every winter, making the round trip with

teams and bringing back in exchange for tiieir

produce, fish and the merchandise needed in the

family. Mr. Wilder came to Illinois with his

parents and while en route saw the first railroad

and first train of cars he had ever seen. He .as-

sisted his father in improving a new farm and was

never separated from his parents until their de-

cease. He now owns and occupies the old home-

stead and is one of the best-known and highly

esteemed residents in this section. lH)r a number
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of years lie engaged in operating a tlircsliing ma-

chine but now carries on general farming and

stock-raising. Mr. Wilder has never married. In

his political views he casts his vote and influence

in favor of Democratic principles.

*^^^[ H^^;Hl

|r^jICIIARD GARDNER. Among those wliosc

'hi^x lal)ors are ended, but who by their worthy

(A^ % lives still claim remembrance, may be prop-

erly mentioned Mr. Gardner, an early resi-

dent of AVinnebago, who departed this life Jan-

uarj- 14, 1883. He was one of the old citizens

of the county, within whose limits lie owned a

valuable and highly-improved tract of land, where

he and his wife established a pleasant home and

assisted in developing the land from a primev.nl

wilderness.

Our subject was born in Malpas, Chesliire, Eng-

land, in 1821, and was the son of Richard and Ann
(Palin) Gardner, also natives of England, who
came to America in 1831, and located in Florence,

Oneida County, N. Y., where they spent the rest

of their daj'S. Mr. Gardner was one of a family

of ten children born to his parents, whom he ac-

companied to America when a lad of ten j-ears. He
was reared in Oneida Count}^, where he resided

until 1849, then, with his wife, came to Illinois,

and stopped for a time in the to\vn of Rockford.

The year after making this county his home,

Mr. Gardner purchased eighty acres of land which

is now included in the farm upon which his widow
resides, and for which he paid ^3 per acre. In

1853, he sold his property, and moving to Lafaj-

ette County, Wis., there purchased a farm and re-

sided for fourteen years, when he again returned

to Winnebago Township, and bought the old home
where he was residing at the time of his decease.

The lady to whom our subject was married bore

the maiden name of Abigail C. Swezey, a native of

Norwa}', Herkimer Count3', Ts. Y., where iier birth

occurred August 23, 1824. Her father, tlie Rev.

Samuel Swezey, was a native of Long Island,

and was a son of Daniel Sweze}', whose sketch will

be found in the biography of A. J. Swezey on

another page of this volume. The latter-named

gentleman was a lad of twelve j'ears when tlie

family moved to Herkimer County, and lieing con-

verted in early manhood, became a prcaihcr in the

Presbyterian Church. He was for some time in

the employ of the Home Missionary Societj-, and,

after abandoning the ministerial work, removed to

his farm in the town of Norway, thence to Fhn'-

ence, Oneida County, which was his home until

1855, when he came to Illinois, and bought prop-

erty' in Winnebago Township. Here his death

occurred in 1861. The maiden name of the mother

of Mrs. Gardner was Harriet Mitchell, a native of

Meriden, Conn., and the daughter of Zenas and

Abigail (Merriman) Mitchell. She died in the

town of Camden, N. Y., in 1853. The wife of our

subject w.as reared and educated in her native State

and resided with her parents until her marriage.

He of whom we write was a member of Winne-

liago Lodge No. 745, A. F. & A. M., and possessed

that ujiright character and intelligent mind which

led liim to success in business life.

^

ETER PETERSON. If the Old Country

j had not contributed to tlie population of

the New, Illinois would not have reached

its present high state of development.

Sweden has furnished her full quota of excellent

men, .and among them Peter Peterson, a resident

of Rockford, who is honored and respected by all

his acquaintances. He has lieen a resident of

Rockford since 1867, when he w.as but thirteen

years of age, and has ever taken an active interest

in its growth and development. For seventeen

years, he has been working as a foreman in the ma-

chine shops of the Ward Pump Company, in which

he is a Director and stockholder, and he is a stock-

holder in the Skandia Plow Company, which is

also a flourishing concern. Mr. Peterson is a first-

cLass man of business, and is deservedly jiopular,

bearing an honorable reputation.

Our subject was born in Blekinge, Sweden, on

the 18th of May, 1854, and, like the majority

of the youth of that country, while growing up

was taught a trade. He liecame a machinist and
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this has continued to be his occupation up to the

present. He is hardworking and industrious and

a most skillful and intelligent workman. In Sept-

ember, 1807, he and his parents took passage for

the United States and after an uneventful voj'age

entered the harbor of New York, in which cit_y they

remained luit a short time. Roekford lieing the

point of des1iiiati(.in. The parents aie now i-esi-

dents of this city and are classed among the honest,

upright citizens. The father, Ingval Peterson, is

working in the machine department of the Emerson-

Taleott IManufaeturing Company, and is now sixt}'-

four years of age, his birth occurring on the 3d of

June. 182b. His excellent wife, who was born on

the 25th of June, 18:3(1. and whose maiden name

was Cliasta Hockson, has been a true helpmate to

her husband and has stood faithfully by his side in

sunshine and in shower. Like the majority of

tlicir native countrymen, they are devout niembei's

of the Zion Lutheran Church.

Of the seven sons and three daughters b(.)rn to

this excellent couple, three of each are now living,

all but two sons married. These. William (). and

Victor A., are both machinists. Tiie daughters are:

Mrs. C'hristina Christranson, a widow, who resides in

Roekford; Hannah, wife of J. H. Lynn (see sketch),

and Sarah, wife of Herman Danilson, who resides in

Sweden.

The hapiiy marriage (if our subject to Miss Anna
Charlotte ]>iiullierg oecuired in Roekford. She

was born in Wester tiiiUand, Sweden, February 17,

1858, and came to the I'nited States with the fam-

ily in the early part (.)f the year 1864. After a

king, tedious vijyage of seven weeks, they reached

New York City and came direct from there to

Roekford, where the mother died on the Ktth of

April, 1865, when but thirty-seven ye.ars of age.

Slie was a most worthy and excellent woman and

her deatii was a severe blow to the afflicted fani-

iiy. Her uiaidcu name was Anna G. Johanasdau-

ter, and she liecame the mother of four children,

one, Klizalieth, having died when four years of age.

Those living are Josephine H., wife of John J.

Ferrel, now residing in Chicago; Anna C, wife of

our subject, and John K., a inoldcr for the Ward
Pump Coniiiany. wIk.i wedded j\Iiss Josephine

Chinrpiist. The father of these children, Andrew

Lindberg, was married in Roekford, on the 1st of

January, 1867, to Miss Sophia Hanson, a native of

Sweden, who was the motlier of four children by a

former marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Lindberg now
reside on a farm in Wright County, Minn., near

Delano, and iiave one living son, Alfred, by this

union.

Mr. Peterson is a Re|nililican in i)olitics and has

all faith and confidence in the future of his party.

He and his most excellent wife are members of the

Lutheran Church. Their fine residence at No. 607

Grove Street is arranged in the interior in a very

tastj' and superior manner b3' Mrs. Peterson, who

is not onl^' a lady of intelligence and culture, but

an admirable housekeeper as well.

\fp]^ ICHARD P. LOVELAND, who is pr.actically

[tsi^ living a retired life upon his farm in Clierry

Ji \\\ Valley Township, Winnebago County, was

*^@ born in 1818, and is the eldest child of

David and Amy (Lowrey) Loveland, whose family

numbered four children, three .sons and a daughter,

all of whom are jet living. The paternal grand-

father, Aaron Loveland, was born and reared near

Hartford, Conn. Their ancestors had for a num-

ber of generations resided in New England. When
our subject was a child, his parents removed to

Ohio. Their family consisted of the following chil-

dren: Rosswell L., of Medina, Oliio; Amanda M.,

now Mrs. Dr. Cass, of Chicago; Seymour C a res-

ident of Union Countj-, Ohio; and our snliject.

The j'oungest of the family is now sixty-three

years of age.

R. P. Loveland was born .lanuary 29, 1818, was

reared upon his father's farm an^ spent much of

his time in his father's saw and grist mills. He
possessed considerable mechanical genius and has

engaged in that labor much of his life. As a help-

mate on life's journey, he chose Miss Hannah J\I.

Austin, their union being celebrated in Ashland,

Ohio, Decemlier 15, 1841. She was born in New
Hampshire, and is a daughter of Samuel Austin.

They have resided in four different States: Ohio,

Wisconsin, Missouri and Illinois. AVhen in Mis-

souri, i\Ir. Lovelaml resiionded to his country's
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call for troops iu Ma}-, 18G1, and did service for

three years as a inemlter of the Seventh Missouri

Regiment, which was engaged in duty all of the

lime in that State. As the regiment was not mus-

tered out at the close of the war, he was a member

of it for seven years.

In 1874, Mr. Loveland came with his wife to

Illinois, locating in Rockford, where he made his

home for five years, being em[)loyed with the

N. C. Thompson Company. At the expiration of

that time he removed to his farm, a tract of one

hundred and six acres under a high state of culti-

vation and well improved. lie is practically liv-

ing a retired life, his son-in-law operating his land.

Mr. and Mrs. Loveland have the following living

children: Charles A., Lewis 15., Martin E., Mrs. Amy
Wilkeson, Seymour 11., John T. and Mrs. A. L. Tib-

betts. They also lost two children, an infant, and

Minerva, who died at the age of one year. They
have thirty grandchildren and four great-grand-

children.

In politics, I\Ir. Loveland was a Democrat until

his experience with the rebel Democrats in the

South, and since that time he has been an ardent

Republican. "Whatever success he has achieved in

life has been due to his own efforts, for he began

life empt^'-handed and has made his own way in

the world. He is a well-known and highly-respected

citizen of this community.

i^EORGE H. GRAVES has been a resident

GI (=- of Boone Count}' since live years of age,

!^^1 and is counted one of the most substan-

tial residents of Flora Township, where he is oper-

ating a fine farm. He was born in Guilford, Me.,

.June 15, 1840, and is the son of Samuel Stillman

Graves, who was born in the town of Litchfield,

ten miles from Ilallowell, Me., February 28, 1806.

His father, Nathaniel Graves, was born in Top-

sham, that State, and his father, the great-grand-

father of our subject, it is thought, hailed from

Reading, Mass., and early in life moved to Litch-

field, Me., where he was a resident until his death.

The grandfather of our sulijeet was reared and

educated in his native State, where he learned the

trade of a blacksmith, following that occupation a

number of years. In 1810, he removed to Guil-

ford, Piscataquis County, and his was the liftli

family to settle in that town. He purchased and

cleared a farm from the wilderness, where his

death took place. Tlie maiden name of his wife

was Abigail Palmer; she was born in Scituate, Mass.,

and also died on the old homestead.

Samuel S. Graves was four j-ears old when his

father removed to Guilford, where he was reared,

and learned and worked at the trade of a stonemason

and bricklayer until 1845, when, with his wife and

family, he came to Illinois and located in Boone

County. He landed in Flora Township with $5 J

in his pocket, at a time when the land in this vi-

cinity sold at 81.25 per acre. His brotber-in-law,

Jonathan Young, resided here, and the family

made their home with him for a time. The fa-

ther of our subject soon bought fort}- acres of

Government land, walking to Dixon to make his

first payment at the land office.

The parents of fiur subject were united in mar-

riage on the 28th of August, 1830, the maiden

name of the mother, who was born in Avon, Somer-

set County, Me., December 1, 1809, being Hannah
Young. Her parents, Abraham Dorrison and

Hannah (Wright) Young, were natives respectively

of Massachusetts and Maine. They reared a fam-

ily of six children: Andrew- J., Helen M., Theo-

dore Wallace, George IL, Iluldah J., and Anna J.

Theodore during the late war was a soldier in Com-
pany I, Ninth Illinois Cavali'}-, and died in the ser-

vice. In April, 1861, our subject also enlisted in the

War of the Rebellion, becoming a member of Com-
pany B, Fifteenth Illinois Infantry, which was

the first regiment mustered into the United States

service for a period of three 3-ears. He was with

his regiment in its various marches and campaigns

until honorablj- discharged in June, 1864. His

only wound was received at the battle of Shiloh,

at which time he was struck on the left elliow by

a spent ball.

Januaiy 3, 186'J, Mr. Graves was married to

Miss Varena Ilaller, who was born in Canton Ar-

govie, Switzerland, December 3, 1851. Her fa-

ther, Gabriel Ilaller, was born iu the same lo-
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cality aiiil caiiic to Aiiu'rifa in 18r)2. settling at

Carter's Fuinaee, Ky. He servcil in an Illinois regi

meut (luring the late war, and after bis diseharge

loeated in Franklin Township, De Kalb County,

wliere he spent liis last years.

Mrs, (Ji-aves died Xovemhcr 5, 1885, leaving

two sons: Theoihire K. and Thaddeus N, The

former is llie husband of Iiirdie ^'istoria St. Peter,

who was born at Columbus .function, Louisa

County, Iowa, and the daughter of Tiieodore and

Ilai-riet (llelknapp) St. Peter, Her father served

in the late war in Company A, Tliirty-flfth Iowa

Infantry. Mr. (iraves is a memlier of S. A. Ilurl-

but Post No. 101, (1. A. P., and also of Flora

Camp Xo. (;-21, M. W. of A. His sons are both

meinliers of tlie same eamp and also of the T. C
L.awlor Camp, Sons of Veterans. Our subject is a

Republican in politics, and in 1890 was appointed

Ccn.sus F^numerator in Flora T(.>wnsliip. Mr.

Graves was elected Treasurer <if Flora Township

in 1888, and served until IK'jO.and was also a dele-

gate to the Third Biennial Session of Master

Workmen of America, hebl at S))ringfield, 111.

^i^;i^^i
A\'1D DANIEL, the pioneer shoemaker of

Blaine, came to Boone Count}' in 1842,

leavini; his ( )hio home on JSeptember 27,

and arriving at his destination October

14, following. At that e.arly day settlements

were few and far lietween, and the deep silence of

the wilderness was unbroken, save liy the occa-

sional ringing of the pioneer's axe and at night by

tlie howling of wild animals. Mr. Daniel can tell

many interesting stories of pioneer life, illustra-

tive of the various phases of self-sacrifice, pathos

and niutu,al helpfulness. A skilled workman, he

lias for fifty years engaged at making shoes at

Blaine, and his ecpial as a cobliler is rarely found.

The father of our subject, .lohn Daniel, w.as

born in I'ennsylvania and removed to Ohio wlien

a young man. lie was there married to Miss Mar-

garet lleckathorn, and aftei' residing man}' j'ears

in the Bucke^ye State, came West to Illinois, accom-

panied by his wife and eight sons. He entered

Government land in lioone County and purch.'iscd

other )iroi)erty until lie became tlie owner of three

hundred and twenty acres, where he resided until

his death, August 3, 1850, at the age of fifty-nine

years. David Daniel, our subject, was born in

Franklin County, Oiiio, April 8, 1820. He grew

to manhood in his native State, where, in 1841, he

married Miss Delilah Meek.

There is not one person now living in r>oone

County who was here at the time of the arrival of

Mr. D.aniel, The father of our subject, who came

here in 1841, w.as identified with the early history

of the county. He was an earnest Methodist, and

his voice possessed such remark,able sweetness and

l^ower that he was called one of the "sweet singers

of Isr.ael." The members of the piarent.al family

are now widely' separated and one, .Tames, a black-

smith, mysteriousl}' disappeared from Roekton

about 1852 and notiiing was ever lieard of him

afterward. Samuel is a minister in tlie Methodist

Church and is at present a fruit-grower at Kus-

sellville. Ore. Wesley A. h.as been a practicing

physician at Prior, Iowa, for thirty-eight years,

and is especially successful as a surgeon, having

served in that capacit}' in tlie Twenty-eighth

Iowa Regiment during the late war. George, who
was a teacher, died in Boone County in his youth.

John, who was learning the business of carriage-

making, was drowned in the Rock River at Beloit.

Henry learned the trade of a cabinet-maker at

Roekton, married the eldest daugliter of Luther

Lawrence, and died in Portland, Ore., in August,

1891. He started in life with limited capital, but

when he died left his wife and two children prop-

erty valued at $100,000. .Tacob, the youngest

member of the family circle, is a contractor and

builder, at present residing at Lake Ch.arles, in

Louisiana.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel are the parents of five

children: Martha died at the age of two and one

half years; Lucy A. married C. C. Leech, of Den-

ver, and they have three children; Maiy, wife of

M. F. Duryea, resides in Iowa; Morris II., a farmer,

resides in this county; Perinelia H. is the wife of

D. G. Webster, of Blaine, and their four children are

.as follows: Carrie D., wife of Wilson A. Chapell,

of Iowa; Jennie R., Mrs. Romeo H. Leavett, of

Blaine; Daniel W., at home; and Mary E., a bright
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child of nine j'ears. ISIr. Webster w.as born in

Wyoming Count}', N. Y., January 14, 1837, and

was brought to Illinois by his parents in 1842.

In 1861, he went to California, wliere he remained

three years, returning via the Isthmus in 1864,

after having accumulated considerable property

in the Golden State. lie was married on New
Year's Day following his return from the West

and has since resided in Blaine, where he is well

known as the inventor and patentee of the Web-

ster Wind Mills.

After a long and happy wedded l.fe, Mr. and

Mrs. Daniel were separated by the death of tlie

latter, June 21, 187.5. when fifty-five years old.

She was a faithful wife and loving mother, and

her loss was deeply felt in the circle of loved ones

to whom she w.as so tenderly devoted. Mr. Dan-

iel is living retired in Blaine, wiiere he has gained

the reputation of lieing an energetic and public-

spirited citizen. He has ever taken a deep inter-

est in political affairs, first as a Whig and later as

a Republican. As an honest man and good citi-

zen, he justly receives the commendation and re-

spect of all who enjo}- his acquaintance. For

twenty' years he served as Justice of the Peace in

the township, and never had a decision reversed.

SAAC BATES, a popular and substantial farmer

and a man very highly respected in Boone

County, is a native of Staffordshire, England,

born November 6, 1818. He is a son of Benjamin

and Sarah (Warton) Bates, both natives of Bir-

mingham, England, the former born July 8, 1777,

and the latter in January, 1774. The}' came to

America in 1848 and first settled near where our

subject now resides, and there established a per-

manent home. The father died on .September 16,

185.3, and the mother passed awaj' when eighty-six

years of age. Benjamin was a son of Benjamin,

Sr., who was also born in Birmingham, England,

and both were steel workers in their native coun-

try. Benjamin, Sr., died there when eighty years

of age. His wife, Carrie Bates, was born within

ten miles of Birmingham, and died when compara-

tively young. Our subject's maternal grandpar-

ents were born near Bii'mingham ancl died there

when quite old pcojilc.

The original of this notice was one of ten chil-

dren, and he and a sister who resides in Boston are

the- only ones now living. He came to the United

States about 1845 and was twenty-nine days in

crossing the Atlantic. After reaching New York,

he came by canal to Buffalo and thence bj' steamer

to Chicago. He hired a team and brought about

thirteen hundred pounds of freight out to Boone

Couutj', 111. He first purchased eighty acres of

land, but has added to this from time to time until

lie now has about three hundred and forty acres.

He first took up his quarters in a little log cabin

that was built by a brother-in-law and in that re-

sided for some time. Afterward he erected a better

house butonl}' resided in it for two j'cars, when he

rented his farm and moved to Beloit to educate

his children. There he worked at his trade as

reaper manufacturer for six years, and tlien re-

turned to the farm, where in 1861 he erected his

present substantial i-esidence. Mr. Bates had some

means to start with when he came here and he has

since been very successful.

Previous to leaving his native country, Mr.

Bates was married in Birmingham, England, in a

church that was erected in 1770, on Jul}' 27, 1840,

to Miss Phfeba A. Tongue, a native also of VAv-

mingham, England, and a daughter of Samuel and

Rebecca (Reeves) Tongue. Samuel Tongue w.as

born in Bromsgrove, England, and there died when

sixtj-six years of age. His wife, who was the

daughter of William II. and Sarah (Osborne)

Reeves, died in her native town, Birmingham, when

eighty-six years of age.

Mrs. Bates is a great-granddaughter and also

granddaughter of a born heiress, who was of a

noble familj'. She is one of seven children born

to her parents and the onl}' one surviving. Of

the seven children boiTi to our subject and wife all

are living and are as follows: William H., born

in England, is married and has one child; Charles,

born in England, is at home and rents the farm;

Josiah F., born in England, married and has three

children, and resides in Iowa; Samuel (see sketch);

Benjamin A., born in Illinois, resides in Iowa, is

married and has three children; Ellen B., born in



550 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Beloit, Wi^i.. itiariR'd and has fuur daughters; and

Albert E., lioni liore. resides in Iowa, and to his

marriage have been born two daughters. Our sub-

ject has been a Republican in politics ever since

Pierce was elected. lie voted for Fremont. He

has held a number of local otlices: Township Clerk,

Highway Commissioner six 3'ears, Trustee for

years and a member of tiie School Board. He is

engaged in mixed farming, and his land, for which

he paid iSl.25 per acre, is worth from §G0 to -SSO

per acre at the present time.

On an acconi|)an3ing [lage will be noticed a

lithographic [Hirtrait of Mr. Bates.

LEXANDER FER(4US0N has been a life-

long resident of Harlem Township, Win-

liJ nebago County and still makes his home

on section 25, range 1. He was born on

his father's faiiii <m the 30th of June, 1842, his

parents, AVilliani and Ellen (Picken) Ferguson,

being numbered among the honored pioneer set-

tlers of this locality. The Ferguson familj' is

of Scotch origin. .Tames Ferguson, the grand-

fatlier of our subject, was born in Argyleshire.

Scotland, and there spent his entire life. His

son AVilliani was also a native of that locality.

He and a sister, Mrs. jNIartha Greenlee, were the

only members of the family that came to America

and made a ]iermanent settlement.

The fatlier of our subject crossed the Atlantic in

1836, and settled in Ohio, where he married Miss

Picken, also a native of Argyleshire, and a daugh-

ter of Alexander Picken. In 1840, they came to

Illinois, making the journey witii a horse and

buggy, and Mr. Ferguson purchased a tract of wild

land in what is now Harlem Township. He then

returned for his family, whom he brought by way
of the Ohio and ]Mississip|)i Rivers to Savanna

an<l from thence iiy team to their future home.

The land which he i)urehased was on section 24, a

wild and uncultivated tract, upon which not a

furi'ow had been tunicd or an improvement made.

He there erected a log house and in true pioneer

style the family liegan life in the West. There

were tiien no railroads in the county, Chicago was

the neatest market and that long distance had to

be traversed every time supplies were needed. Mr.

Ferguson developed and improved his land, resided

upon the farm wliicli he made until 18C0, when he

.sold out and bought the farm on which our sub-

ject now resides, there making his home until his

death. In the family were eight children, as fol-

lows: James, Alexander, Ellen, Mary J., William,

Thomas, Hugh and Charles.

Alexander Ferguson, whose name heads this re-

cord, -first opened his eyes to the light of day in

the cabin home of his parents, June 3(1, 1842, and

was reared to manhood in the usual manner of far-

mer lads, no event of special importance occurring

during his j'outh. He gave his father the benefit

of his labors until after his marriage, when he set-

tled upon that part of the old home which he now
owns and occupies. As a comi)anion and help-

mate on life's journey, he chose Miss Margaret

Ralston, daughter of Alexander J. and Margaret

(McKerrel) Ralston, a native of Chatham, Canada.

Their union was celebrated in 1877, and has been

blessed with two children: William J. and Cora

Ellen.

Jlr. and Mrs. Ferguson are members of the W^il-

low Creek Presbjterian Church and are worthy

and respected people of this community who hold

a high position in the social world. The husband

owns a fine farm, well cultivated and improved

with good buildings and other accessories of a

model farm. His entire life has been passed in

this county, and the fact that his oldest acquaint-

ances are among his best friends shows that he has

lived worthilj' and well.

^,ATHAN D. JACKSON. This representa-

tive farmer and excellent citizen of Bonus

Township comes from good old New Eng-

land stock on the i)aternal side, for his father,

Charles D.Jackson, wa> born in Newton, Alass., on

the 17th of October, 1810, and at the early age of

seven j'ears, engaged with an uncle to work for his

board and clothes. For aliout eight years he con-

tinued with this uncle, and then attended the

I'ortland, Me., sclio(_>ls for a few years. After this
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he engaged with a wholesale grocery firm as ship-

ping clerk, and after his time was up with this

house, he was elected as grain and produce weigher

of the city, filling that position in a very satisfac-

tory manner for some time.

About this time, Mr. Jackson experienced a great

desire to seek his fortune in the Far West, and

gathered together his belongings, and in the fall

of 1838, started for Illinois, which at that time

was considered very far West, and where a luother.

Cranston Jackson, had preceded him two \ears.

He went by way of the Lakes and canal as far as

Chicago, and from there walked out to lielvidere.

After much searching and considerable trouble,

Mr. Jackson found his brother domiciled in a little

log cabin about one mile from our subject's jires-

ent home, and there the two brothers lived until

the marriage of Charles Jackson. The latter then

built a house on the land he had taken up from

the Government, and on the 28th of December,

1843, he brought his bride. Miss Mary A. Stowe, to

liis pioneer home. She was a native of the Empire

State, born in Broome Count}^, August 15, 1818,

and by her he became the father of two children:

Nathan D., subject of this sketch; and a daugh-

ter, Lucy A., who was horn in this county, on the

28tli of September, 1847. The latter married Mr.

William D. McCabe. (See sketch.)

Mrs. Jackson was the daughter of Horace H. and

Sally (Matthews) Stowe, who were natives of New
York State, but who spent their last days in Mis-

souri. Our subject's grandfather Jackson was

one of seven brothers who were in the battle of

Bunker Hill. Charles Jackson and his brother

Cranston gave the money to build the first school-

house in the part of Boone County the}' first lo-

cated in. The death of the former, which occurred

when he was eighty years of age, took from Boone

County one of its most worthy and esteemed citi-

zens. He was ever ready to lend a helping hand

to every good cause, and his purse was ever open

to assist the struggling pioneer of early days. He
was one of the most generous, self-sacrificing citi-

zens the county has ever had.

Nathan D. Jackson was born in Bonus Town-
ship, Boone Count}', 111., April 2, 1845, and is now
residing on the old homestead his father had taken

from Uncle Sam. Like his father, he is progressive

and enterprising, and in other respects inherits

the admirable characterisflcs of that much esteemed

and respected citizen. He was married on the 3d

of September, 1879. to Miss Ellen E. Ward, who

was also a native t)f Bonus Township, lioone

County, this State, born November 11, 1855. Five

children have blessed this union, and are named as

follows: Alfred B., Lotta H., Charles C, Mary A.

J. and Neal D. Mrs. Jackson is the daughter of

Christopher and Jeanette Ward, the father a na-

tive of Yorkshire, England, and the mother of

Glasgow, Scotland. The former died here, but the

latter is still living. Mrs. Jackson's maternal

grandfather came to this country also, and settled

in New York, where he lived to be quite old.

Grandmother Ward lived to be nearl}- one hundred

3'cars old at the time of her death. jNIr. Jackson is

engaged in mixed farming, and no better farm

than his two hundred and fifty acres can be found

in Northern Illinois.

\¥^DWARD A. BUTCHER, dealei

;i^ hardware, stoves, harness, paint

/Ik^ village of Cherry Valley, is a nat

DWARD A. BUTCHER, dealer in general

ts, etc., in the

native of Chau-

tauqua Count}', N. Y., born in 1842. His parents,

Dwight L. and Regina M. (Gilchrist) Dutcher, were

both natives of Otsego County. The father fol-

lowed farming, as did the grandfather of our sub-

ject, Gabriel Dutcher, who was also a native of

New Y''ork. The maternal grandfather, ('apt.

Donald Gilchrist, was of Scotch descent, and his

wife was one of the heirs of the famous Chase

estate, valued at ^60,000,000.

Our subject is the eldest of three chddren, hav-

ing a brother Charles and a sister Alice A., now
the wife of Frank Conant, a farmer of Summer-

dale, N. Y. Edward grew to manhood <in his

father's farm, and acquired his education in the

district schools, and at the age of tw6nty years en-

listed for the late war in August, 1862. He at

once went to the front, and was in active service

until the 1st of June, 1864, when at the battle of

Cold Harbor he was wounded. His injuries dis-

abled him for service for a year and seven months,
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and I'p.sult.pd in liis (lischariic. 1 1 was a guii-&liol

wound ill Uie left ley and from the effects he has

never fuU^v recovered, fie first received a pension

of $5,331 pel' month, which was afterward increased

to ^8, and subsequeiitl\' to 812, but this sum poorl^y

requites liim for all that he has suffered.

:Mr. niitclier leff his native State in 1S67. and

went to Chilliciithe, Mo., where he carried on a

hardware and tinware store for about six months,

after which lie sold out and went to Mexico, Mo.

He there estalilishcd a hardware and agricultural

implement store and carried on business success-

fully until December, 1M77, when he again sold

out, and thence came to Cheriy ^'alley. He here

purch.ased the stock of II. T. Connell and estab-

lished his present business. His is the only store

01 the kind in the place. He receives a lucrative

l>atronagc and his trade is constantly increasing.

^Ir. Dutchci- was married in New York, in 18G9,

to PlKcbe Kcyes, of Blayville, N. Y., daughter of

M. T. and Mary A. (Blood) Bond. Unto them was

born one child, Edna Alice, but her death occurred

in August, 1875, at the age of six months. Mr.

and Mrs. Dutcher are i)eople of prominence in this

community and rank high in social circles. In

politics, he is a Re|)ublican and one of the stalwart

supporters cif the party, doing all in his power for

its success. He is a man of commanding apjiear-

ance, six feet tall and weighing two hundred and

fifteen pouncls. and is of a genial disposition.

Mr. Dutcher is a memlier of the Nevius Post

No. 1, G. A. R.. Cherry Valley Eodge No. 173, A. F.

ife A. M.. A'csjicr Lodge No. 277, K. 1'., and Kish-

waukee Camp No. 101, M. W. A., in nearly- all of

which he has lu^ld ollice, being Past Chancellor in

Knights of I'ythias, and Past Sachem and Repre-

sentative to the Grand Council of Illinois in the

Modern Woodmen of America.

,/^\ E( )i;( ; K 1 1. (;RUMM0N, one of the energetic

III
,5— agriculturists of Flora Township, is a na-

^V^(Jj tivo of Pxioiic County, having been l.iorn

in Belvidcrc. Octolicr IS. lS|(i. He is a son of

Horace 1). (iiuinnioii. who was born, reared and

married in New York State. The fatlier came to

Illinois, in March, 1842, making the entire trip

overland with team, and after six weeks' travel

landed in Rockford, which was at that time a small

village. He lived near that city for two j'ears, and

then located in Belvidere Township, this county',

where he rented a farm. In 1851, he became

the proprietor of a tract of wild land on section

19, Flora Township, which he s()ld tw<.i years later

at a splendid advance. He next bought a good

farm on section 17, where he was residing at the

time of his decease in 1888.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Caroline Barton; she was born in England and

was the daughter of Thomas and Angeliiic (Law-

rence) Barton, who came to America .and after re-

siding a few years in the New World returned to

their native home. They later emigrated to Canada,

where they passed the remainder of their days, the

mother dying November 24, 1861. She had reared

a family of three children: Sidney L., Lorena and

George 11. •

He of whom we write was given a good educa-

tion in his native county and remained with his

father until seventeen years of .age, when, in Febru-

ary, 1864, he enlisted in Company A One Hundred

and Fortj'-seventh Illinois Infantry. Joining his

regiment in Chicago, he went with them to Nash-

ville, Tenn., then to Chattanooga, then to Dalton,

and from there to Savannah, Ga., where he re-

mained doing garrison duty until after the expira-

tion of his term of service. Being honorably dis-

charged, he returned home and began life for him-

self on a rented farm which he operated for two

years. Mr. (irummon then purchased eight}' acres

on section 18, and after residing there for five

years went to Chicago and entered the employ of

the North Side Street Railway Company. Four

years later, he returned and bought the farm

which he now owns and occupies, and which in-

cludes one hundred and twenlj' acres of the south-

west quarter of section 26, in addition to which

he owns eighty acres, including the south half of

the southwest quarter of section 22. Mr. Grum-

mon has erected a comfortable residence on his

place, also a large barn, and otherwise improved

the estate until it ranks among the best in Boone

County. Kniina L., daughter of Truman and Eliza
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(Drown) Buck, became the wife of our subject in

187G. She is a native of Erie Count3', Pa., and by

her union with our subject became the niotlier of

tliree children, two boys, wlio died in infancy, and

Edna.

In his political belief, Mr. Grunmion votes the

Republican ticket, and socially is a member of Ilurl-

but Post, G. A. E., and is a demitted member of

Cherry A'allcy Lodge, A. F. et A. M.

ON. SPOONER RUGGLES. Through his

long and useful life, in every department

of duty, this esteemed citizen of Rockford

was kind and true—the generous neigh-

bor, the patriotic citizeu, the public servant of

ability and incorruptible integrity. His death

occurred at Rockford, March 7, 1874, when he

had reached the age of seventy-nine years, and

was mourned not alone by the people of the city

and county, but by many in this and other States,

whom he had met in the course of his life, and

who had learned to respect the manl}- qualities

which distinguished him. His friends will note

with pleasure his portrait on the opposite page of

the following record of his life.

Born in the town of Hardwick, Mass., August

4, 1795, Spooner Ruggles obtained a common-

school education in the home of his birth. He
acquired knowledge readily, and once gained, it

was never forgotten, a characteristic which was

noticeable throughout his entire life. During the

War of 1812, he was an active participant. He

was married in 1816, and removed to Blenheim,

N. Y., the following year, whence, in 1818, he

proceeded to Richland County, Ohio, and there

successfully engaged in farming pursuits.

Hearing of the advantages offered to settlers

in Northern Illinois, and especially in the far-

famed Rock River County, where public lands

were just coming into market, Mr. Ruggles was

induced to visit this portion of the State, and in

18.36 disposed of his property in Ohio and re-

moved with his family to this region, then a wild

frontier." He purchased laud and settled near

Grand Detour, Ogle County, where he bcc-uiie

prominent in public affairs, discharging the duties

of County Commissioner and .lustice t.if the Peace,

and t.iking an active [larl in promoting educa-

tional and religious organizations, and all meas-

ures for the elevation of society.

In 1811, Mr. Ruggles was elected Senator, and

faithfull3' performed his duties through his term

of four years. He was noted for unitoini [luiir-

tuality and devotion to business and usefulness

on committees. Subsequently, he was elected

Judge of the Ogle County Court, and there, as

elsewhere, was distinguished by the faithful and

able performance of ollicial duties. In 1H(;7, he

purchased a ple.asaut residence in Rockford, where

he made his home until his death. lie was an

exemplaiy Christian .and a member of the Con-

gregational Church. At his demise, resolutions of

respect were passed by the Rockford Society of

Early Settlers, who felt that in his death they had

lost one of their ablest and most honored mem-

bers, and, .as a Last tribute of their resi>ect, they

attended the funeral services in a body.

Judge Ruggles is survived by his widow, a lady

of superior refinement and known in her maiden-

hood .as IMiss Amanda Dennett. She was born in

Ticonderoga, N. Y., October 12, 1812, the daugh-

ter of Zebulon and Sarah (Cooi)er) Bennett, na-

tives of East Hampton, L. 1. Her father was a

farmer and manufacturer of shoes, lia\iiig learned

the shoemaker's trade when young. He also owned

a tannery and manufactured much of his own

stock. His family consisted of six daughters and

five sons, all of whom lived to mature years, ex-

cept Alonzo B., who died young. The only sur-

vivors now are: Ashley, a resident of Lawrence,

Mich., who at the age of eighty-three is retired

from farming pursuits; Adeline Johnson, two

years his senior .and a resident of Chautauqua

County, N. Y., and Amanda, Mrs. Ruggles.

Amanda Bennett was first married to Francis

Melvany, a native of Dublin, Ireland, with whom
she came to Illinois in August, 18.52, settling on a

farm, where Mr. Melvany died September 4, ISGl.

By a former marriage he had two children: James,

who is in Iowa; and -Jennie, now Mrs. Alexander

Owen, of Rockford.
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In August, 1866, Mis. Amanda Melvauy became

the wife of .Judge Ruggles, and their happy wedded

life was terminated by the death of tlic .Judge

about eight years afterward. By a former union,

he was tiie father of one son, James M., who en-

listed in the Civil War, serving with distinguished

credit and valor, meriting his promotion to(;en-

eral, and is now a wealthy agriculturist in Ilanna,

ill. Mrs. Ruggles still occupies the old home at

No. 703 Peach Street, which is brightened by the

presence of her daughter and two grandchildren.

The daughter, Mattie, married George Hopkins,

who for years has been a commercial traveler for

the firm of Hess & Hopkins. Mrs. Ruggles is a

faithful member of the Second Congregational

Chuich at Rockford, and, although now eiglity

years old, retains her mental and physical facul-

ties, and takes an active interest in the events

tliat are transpiring in the world.

\l|'AMES M. ANDERSON. Probably a ma-

jority of the farmers of Pecatonica Town-

-^\ ship, 'Winnebago County, are men well-to-do,

IJ^I// and of that class who have been the archi-

tects of their own fortunes. Among them m.ay be

proi)erly mentioned the subject of this notice, who
was born in T>ycoming County, Pa., February 22,

1H31. He is a son of Robert and Elizabeth (Wyn-
koop) Anderson, tlie former of whom died wlien

James M. was a lad of eight j-ears. The mother

departed this life in Pecatonica Townshii>, at the

advanced age of eighty years.

He of whom we write was one of a family of

eight children born to his i)arents, three of wiiom

are now living. His brother William died in the

army fr(.>m the effects of the wound winch he

received in trying to escape fr(.>m a pi-ison at

Blackshear, Oa. He partici|iated in the battle

of Kenesaw Mountain as a, member of Company ]>,

vSevent3'-fourlh Illinois Infantry-, where he was

also wounded. Our suliject remained with his

mother after the death of his fatlier until Decem-

ber 24, 1861, when he was united in marriage to

Miss Amelia Clark, who was liorn in Wyoming
County, N. Y., Decemlier 8, 18;36. iMrs. Anders(jn

was the daughter of Roswell and Mary (Walton)

Clark, and a sister of Mrs. J. R. Wells.

James M. Anderson Lad born to him three chil-

dren, one of wjiom is deceased. Those living are:

Blanch E., who was born March 12, 1866, and re-

sides at home. She is a graduate c>f Pecatonica High

School, and was a student in music for over eight

years. She also took a course in the business c^>l-

lege at Rockford, and at the present time is en-

g.aged in teaching school in Pecatonica Townshi|).

The son, Howard C, was born February l,liS71,

and resides with his parents, being a graduate of

the Pecatonica High School.

After his marriage, our subject settled in Ridott

Township, Steiihenson County, where for six years

lie worked a rented farm, in the meantime purchas-

ing one hundred and sixty acres in this township,

where he made his home for six ^-ears and brought

the farm to a good state of cultivation. Purchasing

his present farm of fifty acres, Mr. Anderson re-

moved here seventeen years ago, and erected all the

buildings which are necessary for the carrying on of

a flrst-class farm. He later added eighty acres to

his estate, and now has one of the finest farms in

the county. He is an attendant of the Methodist

I-Cpiscopal Church, and in i)olitics, he is a Rei)ub-

lican, casting his first vote for John C. Freuumt.

He has held many offices of res|)on?iliility, liaving

lieen School Trustee and Highway Commissioner,

both of which offices he filled in a creditable man-

ner.

^E0R(tE C. CLEVELAND. This gentle-

man, tlie salient points of whose life his-

tory we shall endeavor to give below, is one

of the most prominent residents of Rockford and

has been one of the important factors in develop-

ing to so high a degree the resources which nature

has so generously lavished upon this section.

Our suljject was Ixirn in Hebron, Washington

County, N. Y., July 27, 1818, and is the son of

Joli W. ('levcland, who was born in Salem. Wasli-

ington County, N. Y., August 7, 1706. The

grandfather of our sul)ject, who als(.) liore the
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name of Job W., wtis a native of New England,

Iiis birtb occurring March 27, 1757. The lat-

ter-named gentleman was of English ancestry

and one of the pioneers of Salem, wiiere he carried

on agricultural pursuits, iniin-oving a farm upon

which he resided until his death, April 5, 1S25.

The maiden name of his wife was Hannah Clark;

she was born March 25, 1767, and departed this

life on the old home farm in Salem, April 10, 1824.

The father of our subject located upon a tract

of land which had been given him by his father,

and which was located in the town of Hebron. He
there resided and engaged in farming until 1835,

at which time he removed to that part of Genesee

County now included in Wyoming County, N. Y.,

where he purchased a tract of land in the town of

Wethcrsfield. He continued to make that place

his home until his decease, which occurred July 7,

1870. Miss Ahnira Fenton was the maiden name

of our subject's mother; she was born in New
Haven, Conn., November 12, 1799, and was a

daughter of .Jonathan and Rosalinda (Lucas)

Fenton. She departed this life on the farm in

Wethersfield, Wyoming County, N. Y., Novem-
ber 12, 1886.

George C. Cleveland was reared on the home farm,

and growing up into manhood and passingonward

in the rugged pathway of time, was disciplined in

the stern school of experience and was prepared to

meet every emergency with steady and ready hand.

From what follows, it is obvious that he must have

always fully availed himself of all the privileges

of instruction to which he found access, and a dis-

tinguishing characteristic of his is the possession

of a quickness of mind and talent. He remained

with his parents in Wethersfield until reaching

his majority and then engaged as clerk in a store

for three j'ears. In the spring of 184.3, he emi-

grated AVest to Illinois, being accompanied hither

by his bride. The \-oung couple journeyed with

a team to Buffalo and thence on the steamer

"Illinois" to Chicago, where they again procured

a team and drove to Winnebago County. The

surrounding country' in that early day was but

thinly settled, the greater part of the land being

still owned by the Government. Mr. Cleveland,

however, purcliased a tract of one hundred and

seven acres, located in Cherry Valley Township,

for which he paid $2 per acre. His land being

entirely new, he rented property for a twclvcin(.)ntli,

and in 1844 erected a cabin on liis iiureliasc. into

wliifli he moved. There were no railroads in this

locality and their nearest market and depot for

supplies was Chicago. Our subject was industrifius

and economical and was more than ordinaril.y suc-

cessful in his undertaking, adding from time to

time to his property until he became the i)ossessor

of the magnificent estate of three Inmdred and

fift}^ .acres, all of which was located in Clieny \'al-

ley Township. He always used the latest improve-

ments and best methods in cultivating his land,

believing that by so doing he rcai^ed tliL' largest

returns. His place is improved with a fine set of

farm buildings, not the least among which was a

substantial farm residence in which the family re-

sided until 1886, when they removed to Rockford.

Here Mr. Cleveland erected his present fine dwell-

ing and here he entertains his friends who are as

numerous as his acquaintances.

In Januarj', 1843, Miss Elvira Clark became the

wife of our subject. Mrs. Cleveland was born in

Manchester, Vt., February 23, 1820, and departed

this life October 25, 1849. The second marriage

of our subject occurred October 1, 1851, at which

time Miss Cornelia Lewis, who was born Deceral)er

7, 1823, in Orangeville, Wyoming County, N. Y.,

became his wife. She was the daughter of Truman
Lewis, whose birth occurred in Hartford, Conn.,

November 5, 1784. He was a son of Oliver and

Lucinda (North) Lewis, and on emigrating from

the Nutmeg State removed to Vernon, N. Y., and

in 1807 walked the greater part o/ the distance

from Orangeville to Wyoming, that State. He
purchased land on the latter-named place, which he

cleared and improved, and for a number of years

was agent for the Farmers' Loan and Trust Com-

pany, and was also one of the trustees of the will

of James Lloyd, of Boston. These jiarties were

surveyors to the Holland Land Company and held

a large number of mortgages to many farms in

Wyoming County. The father of Mrs. Cleveland

held many offices of trust and was a memlier of

the New York Legislature in 1834-35. lie w.as

also Treasui-er of Wyoming County, and died at
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Warsaw, N.Y., September 15, 1865. Mrs. Cleveland's

mother's maiden name was Lucy Porter; she was

born March G, 1795, and was the daughter of Seth

and Sarah (Cowles) Porter. She spent her last

years with lier children in Winnebago County, de-

parting this life December 13, 18G6. Our subject

became the father of a son, George C, Jr., by his

first marriage. Tlie four children born to him by

his present wife bear the respective names of Frank

L., Edward W., Willis P., and Carrie E. With his

estimable wife he is an influential member of the

Westminster Presbyterian Church.

LIX SMITH. This gentleman, who is one

of the iiioneers of Winnebago County, is

at present residing on his fine farm in

Kiickforil Township, iii)iin which he has

placed valuable improvements in the way of build-

ings and machinery. He was Imrn in Swanton,

Franklin County, Vt., March 14, 1823. His father,

Martin Smith, was born in Connecticut, where his

father, Jolm Smith, as far as is known, was also a

native. The latter-named gentleman removed

from the Xutmeg State to Vermont, making settle-

ment ill tlie town of Swanton, where he made his

home until his decease.

The father of our subject was eighteen years of

age at the time of his [larents' removal to Vermont,

and wlien starting out in life for himself, [nir-

chased a tract of timber land in the town of

Swanton, upon which he erected a log house, where

our subject wasliorn. There were no railroads in

that locality for years, and the markets consequently

being very inconvenient to reach, the people lived

mostly off the products of their farm and the wild

game wliich was very plentiful. The father raised

sheep and flax, the latter of which the mother

carded and si)Uii and superintended its weaving,

and ill tli:it manner all the clothing of the family

was made. Mr. Smith cleared and cultivated a

farm on which he resided until his death. The
maiden name of the mother of our sul)jeet was

Prndy Percy, who was born in Ilighgate, Vt., and

died on the old home farm in Swanton. To them

were born six children: Plin, .Jf)hn, Session, Wal-

lace, Mary and George.

The original of this sketch was reared and edu-

cated in his native town, attending the pioneer log

schoolhon.se, where the seats were made by sjilitting

logs, one side of which was hewed and set on

wooden pins for legs. The free-school .system had

not been inaugurated and each family' paid ac-

cording to the number of scholars sent, (hir subject

assisted liis father in the duties on the farm and

resided with his parents until 1844, in July of

which j'car he started with his Inide for Illinois, the

journey being made with teams andbj' way of the

Lakes. They were provided with cooking utensils

and provisions and camped at night by the road-

side, the trip consuming four weeks.

On arriving in Rockford, our subject found this

now "Lowell of the West" little more than a ham-

let, tlie surrounding country being sparsely set-

tled. He rented land for a twelvemonth and

during that time entered a tract of Government

land near Durand, upon which he erected a lug

house. There were no railroads in this locality for

a numlier of years after he located here, and Chi-

cago, Racine, Milwaukee, and IMineral Point were

the nearest markets, and the means of transporta-

tion were not what they are to-day, as all their

products were conveyed to the above-named cities

with teams. INIr. Smith resided near Durand until

18(55, at which time he disposed of his farm and

inirchased the tract which he now owns and occu-

pies, two miles west of the city of Rockford. Here

he has a well-improved farm of one hundred and

thirty-live acres, which he cultivates insucli a man-

ner as to bring him in handsome returns.

On Afiril 9, 1.S4 1, our sulijecl was manied to

Julia Campbell, who was born in (hand Island,

Vt., October 21, 1825. Mrs. Smith was a daughter

of William and Fannie (Allen) Campbell, whose

grandfather, Samuel Campbell, was a resident of

St. Albans, Vt., for many years. The latter-named

gentleman came to Illinois and siient his last years

at the home of his son, David Campbell, of Winne-

bago County. The maiden name of his wife was

Grace Plumb. The father of Mrs. Smith always

followed the calling of a farmer, and departed tliis

life in Vermont in 1833. The maternal i2;randfa-
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tlierof Mrs. Smith, Timothy Allen, was a son of

Kthan Allen, of Kevolutionary fame. On the

deatli of her husband, Mrs. Fannie Allen was mar-

rind a second time and coming to Illinois resided

in AVinnebago Count.y for a numlier of years and

then removed to Minnesota and spent lier last years

in AVinnebago City.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith have become the [larents of

four children, three of whom are living: Melvin

A., Harriet A. and George E. The eldest son mar-

ried Clarissa Ilemenway and has one son, Melvin.

Harriet is the wife of John Ganoung. Her first

husband was Miles J. Clark, by whom she had one

child, Azra.J. George Smith married Nellie Foote;

they have two children, Florence and Ilarald. The

yoiingest daughter of our subject. Amy J., is now
deceased; she was the wife of George Crandall.

Our subject and all his children are members of

the Court Street Jlethodist Episcopal Church, and

in his i)olitical relations Mr. Smith votes the Re-

publican ticket.

'^f J. SVANLUND. On the opposite page is

(@//jJ| presented the portrait of one of the most

successful contractors of the city, who has

accumulated a handsome competency in

the last eight years, the result of skill and ability

in his line of business. He takes large contracts

for all kinds of fine residences, is his own designer

and architect, and his name is actively' and prom-

inently identified with the progress of Rockford,

and the erection of many of her largest and most

stately edifices. His buildings are just ornaments

to, and among the best equipped in the city, and

he is rightly considered an important factor in

the welfare, happiness and prosperity of this flour-

ishing place. He has in his emploj' about forty-

five skilled workmen during the busy season and

is known to his employes as a good paymaster and

genial gentleman.

In addition to his beautiful home at No. 1614

Charles Street, Mr. Svanlund owns considerable

improved property. lie is a stockholder in a

numlier of furniture factories in Rockford, is one

of the promoters of and a stockholder in the Skan-

25

dia Land Association, which owns much valuable

projierty, and is a stockholder and onc-liflh

owner of Stockholm Park in East Rockford, on

Charles Street. He is one of the hardworkingand

progressive young Swedish-American citizens of

Rockford and is popular alike in both social and

business <arcles.

The subject of this sketch came to this city in

1884 and has been engaged in business on his own
account for seven j-ears, making a small fortune

in that time. Previousl3', he had been a resident

of Geneva, 111., where he was engaged at his trade

for two years. He has won the confidence and

esteem of all Rockford and is looked upon as a

man trustworthy and honorable in all his dealings.

He was born in Jonkoping Lan. Sniolaiid Province,

Sweden, where he grew to manhood and secured

good scholastic advantages. At the early age of

eighteen, he became a mechanic and sulisequently

worked in that way m his native country until he

decided to cross to the I'nited States, being the first

of the family to make the venture. He took pas-

sage at Gottenburg on the 11th of October, 1882,

and landed in New York City on the 1st of No-

vember, lie at once came to Geneva, III., and

two years later made his first appearance in Rock-

ford, the scene of his future success.

Mr. Svanhmd's parents, Swan and Christian

(Bengston) Munson, are still livingin their native

country, Sweden, and are engaged in tilling the

soil. They are honest, industrious people, and

are members of the Lutheran Church. Four of

their sons, besides our'subject, are in this country.

Gus and Aaron are residing in Chicago, the former,

a first-class stone cutter, and the latter a coach-

man. Two are living in Rockford: .lohn, who is

a skilled mechanic, is in the employ of our subject

as foreman, and Charles is in the emplo}' of John

Lake.

Miss Christina Olson, whom our subject married

in his native province in Sweden, was born,

reared and educated in that province and in the

same neighborhood as her husband. She possesses

all the characteristics of thrift and integrity that

make the Swedes so successful a class of people,

and has been a true helpmate to her husband.

Her parents, Olof and Anna (Peterson) Anderson,
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still reside in the Old Country and have been mem-
bers of the State Church all their lives. Mrs.

Svanlund, wife of our subject, has a brother in

Sweden, Andrew, who is a farmer; another brother,

Edward, is a farmer of California, and she has two

brothers in Rockford, Aaron and Gustave, both

hardworking young men.

Mr. and Mrs. Sv.inlund were the parents of six

children, but the great sorrow of their lives over-

whelmed them ill March, 1890, when four of their

children passed away within two weeks. They

were taken with diphtheria, and although the best

physici.ans were emploj'ed and everything possible

done for the little sufferers, death claimed theiu

for his own. They were named: Charles W.,

Anna A. M., David E. and Fred. The eldest was

nine and the youngest two years and six months

old. Anna and David were aged seven and five

years, respectively. The two living children are

George 0. and Fred. Sir. and Mrs. Svanlund are

active workers and members of the Swedish Mis-

sion Church, ill which he has held many official

positions, being Trustee at the present time. He is

a Republican in i)olitics.

-^l— ^>^^<m >-

^^ LANSON J. BENHAM, deceased, was for

's/ ll

™''i'i.v .years one of the re})resentative cili-

j
ii zens of Winnebago village. He was born

(^ in Marcellus, Onondaga County, N. Y.,

August 2, 1814, and is a sou of Isaac B. Benliam,

who it is thought was a native of Connecticut.

The father, on removing "to New York, located in

Marcellus, and a few years later moved to the town

of Dryden, where he purchased a farm and resided

for a number of 3'ears. He later became a citizen

of Sennett, where he improved a good farm, and

finally removed to Auburn, where his decease oc-

curred.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Eunice Baker; she also died in the above-named

place in New York. He of whom we write was

reared in Onondaga County, and subsequent to

his marriage rented a farm in Cayuga County,

and after a few years' residence there, lived for

three years in Sennett, the same county. At the

expiration of that time, he purchased and lived

upon pro pertly for two years in Scipio, and in 1856

came "West to Barry C^ounty, Mich., and became

the proprietor of a quarter-section of land, forty

acres of which were partially cleared, the only

other improvement being a log house. Battle Creek

at that time was the nearest market place, and also

the nearest railway station. Mr. Benham improved

his property, erected thereon a fine set of frame

buildings, and in 1870 sold the farm and came to

Winnebago Township, this county. Here he pur-

chased a farm one mile north of the village, where

he made his home until 1881, when he became iden-

tified with the interests of the village until his

decease, June 23, 1883.

Mr. Benh.am was united in marriage to Maria

O'Farrell, January 8, 1837. The lady was born in

the town of Spafford, Onondaga County, N. Y., April

12, 1816, and is the daughter of William O'Farrell,

also a native of that State. Her father being or-

phaned at an early age, he was adoi)ted by a Mrs.

Parmalee, of Oneida County, with whom he resided

until her decease. The maiden name of Mrs. Ben-

ham's mother was Diana Turbush, a native of

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., whose decease occurred in

Spafford, Ave years after that of her husband.

The four children born to our subject and his

wife are George Edward, Mary F., John IT. and

Emma. George married Elizabeth Dickinson, res-

ides in Winnebago Township, and h.as five chil-

dren: Mary A., Alanson J., Fred C, Maud M., and

Alice M; Mary is Mrs. Henry Newton, and makes

her home in Hastings, Mich., being the mother of

three children: Adelbert IL, Fred .and Frank; John

married Christiana E. Cooper, and resides in Felix

Township, Grundy County, Iowa, and h.as one child,

Gertrude Maria; Emma A. is Mrs. Hiram Thorn,

has one son, Ralph, and resides in California. Mr.

and Mrs. Benham became members of the Method-

ist Episcopal Church in 1829, in which denomi-

nation our subject served as Class-leader for a

number of years.

The father of our subject has been three times

married, and reared five sons: John B. was a Meth-

odist minister, and for seven years was a preacher

and teacher among the Indians of Canada, and

later went as a missionai'y to Africa; Vincent was
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a coppersmith residing in Albany, N. Y.; Asa B.

was also a Methodist minister, and Daniel and

Isaac, the former a carpenter and the latter a ma-

chinist. Mrs. Benham had five brothers: Francis

E., a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Cluirih;

William M.; a farmer, David McD., of whom a

sketch will be found on another page of tliis work;

JoUn W., a farmer; Elihue A.; and Henry T., a

physician.

"j|( OHN M. RHODES, of Roscoe, was born in

the town which is still his home, on the "inth

of August, 1840, and is a son of .John .T.

and Permelia (Wilson) Rhodes. The former

was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., in 1803, and

was a son of John Rhodes, a native of Ireland.

The grandfather of our subject came to America

about 1792 with his wife and one son. He was a

weaver by trade, and he established the factory for

the manufacture of woolen goods iji Onondaga

County, where he si)ent the remainder of his life.

He reared nine children: William, Robert, .Joseph,

John ,T., Thomas, Hannah, Mary, Deborah and

Betsy. The grandmother was of English and Irish

extraction.

The father of our sul)ject learned the weaver's

trade in his youth and also that of a wheelwright.

At the age of twenty-two, he left home and went

to Canada, and, in company with his brother

Thomas, established a woolen and carding mill.

He there married ]\Iiss Wilson, a native of Canada.

Her parents, Crowel and Hannah (Crane) Wilson,

were natives of New Jersey. Her father w.as a

Member of Parliament for many years in Canada,

and her brother, Benjamin Wilson, long served as

Justice of the Peace. In 1839, they came by team

to Winnebago County, landing in Rockford on the

3d of June. They made a claim on wh.at is now
section 33 of Roscoe Township, and lived in a little

log cabin until a frame house could be built. The
residence which was er.ected w.as considered one of

the best in the community. It contained seven

rooms and in the rear was a woodhouse and wheel-

wright shop. Mr. Rhodes built one of the first

sawmills in this section, and on selling out his

business, December 19, 18.t7, bouglit two hundred

and nineteen acres of land at the (ioveniinent

l)rice. His death occurred in Fel)ruarv, 1859, and

he left a widow and six children. His wife survived

hiin some seventeen years and died in Januaiy,1876.

William, their eldest child, was born in Canada,

and now owns a gristmill and five hundred acres

of land in West County, Iowa; Ilirani is living

with our subject; Thomas is engaged in iron min-

ing in .Southwestern Missouri; our subject is the

next younger; Laura is the wife of Ainos Sam-

mons, a farmer of Ilaileni Townshi[i; and Henry

completes the family.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, Mr. RIkxIcs

of this sketch was reared to manhood. In the

spring of 1861, he enlisted in the Fifteenth Illinois

Infantry, the regiment said to be the first sworn

into the United States service, for tliree j'ears. They

went from Freeport to Miss<.)uri. where they re-

mained from July until the fnllnuiiig I'Vljruary,

and then went to Ft. Douelsou, arriving just after

the surrender. At Pittsljurg Landing they lost

two hundred and sixty in killed and wounded out

of four hundred and eighty-three, and this slaugh-

ter all took place in about twenty minutes. The

Major and most of the otlicers were killed. Mr.

Rhodes was on one occasion thought to lie dead.

He had been suffering from a low attack of fever

and it seemed at that time that life had entirely

left him. He was mustered out at Springfield at

the close of the war and returned home.

Soon afterward, Mr. Rhodes married Louisa Eove,

of Harlem Townsliii), daughter of Jabez and Lydia

Love. Her father was born in London, England,

in 1817, and when a lialie was brought by his par-

ents to this country. His father, James Love, was

a carpenter and builder. The innther died in

Rochester, in 1829, leaving three children: Jal.iez,

Jane and James. The last-named is in the insane

asylum at Kankakee from softening of the brain.

He is the only one of her father's relatives

known to Mrs. Rhodes. Her father came West

in November, 1842, locating on section 2, Har-

lem Township, on a farm of one hundred and

sixty acres. He became one of the wealthiest men

of the county and at one time owned five fine

farms. His wife died in the spring of 18S7. at tlie
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age of seventy 3'ears. She was the daughter of

Joab aud I^ve .Stiawn; the father was born in New
England, the mother was born in Canada, and her

mother was by name AVintermute and was of Ger-

man extraction. The father died in 187fi, at tlie

age of sixty year-s.

Unto Mr. and Blrs. Rhodes have been born three

children: James Arthur, born in 18G.5; Cliarles J.,

born in 186i(, is a teacher, aud remains at home; and

Mary M., l)orn in 1S71. She is now the wife of

Clifford Wilcox and they have one son, Harry.

James A. is a farmer of Roscoe Township, aud mar-

ried Ella Cummings, liy whom he has one son,

Ralph M.

For eleven yearJMr. Rhodes served as Supervisor

of his township, aud was Justice of the Peace for

sixteen j^ears, proving a faithful aud efficient ofli-

cer. He has been a life-long aud inflexible adher-

ent of the Republican party. Himself and wife

are members of the Methodist Church. Since the

above was written, our subject has been re-elected

for Supervisor for two years. His father was the

first Supervisor elected in this township and held

the otlice for six years.

AMUEL NOBLE, who departed this life

July 22, 1890, in Le Roy Township, Boone
County, was liorn in Yorkshire, England,

in 181 'J. His decease was greatly mourned

by a large circle of friends and neighbors to whom
he had endeared himself by his upright and honor-

able life.

Robert Noble, the father of our subject, was

also a native of England, aud died at an advanced

age, leaving a family' of eight children. He was a

stone mason by trade, and Mathew, his second

son, was a skilled and accomplished sculptor who
lived in London. Our subject had been married a

short time before leaving his native land, but his

wife died while en route to America. Her remains

were consigned to a watery grave.

Our subject was married to Miss ElizaJieth Good-
all, the daughter of William and Ann (Mow)
(ioodall, in .hily, 1812, in England. Miss Diana

Goodall, a sister of his first wife, whom he chose

as his second wife in 184.5, bore him four sons and

one daughter, only one of whom was spared to grow

to mature years, the four remaining children dying

in early childhc)od with dii)htheria, two passing

away on the same day. The parents of Mrs. Noble

owned a small farm in England, and, falling heir

to a legacy of £900, emigrated to America in the

fall of 1842, being en route thirty-eight days.

Mr. Noble came from Oneida County, N. Y.,

in company with his father-in-law's family, in

the fall of 1842, making the trip In' way of

canal aud lakes to Chicago, where they hired three

teams to bring the household goods to this county,

being about one week on the way. Mr. Noble

made a claim to one hundred and twenty acres of

land, upon which he located a small log hou.se, and

lived until 1855. He then erected a more com-

fortable structure, and in 1865 built the present

commodious and modern residence. The place is

equipped with all the necessary buildings, aud

bears all the improvements to be found upon the

estate of a progressive agriculturist.

He of whom we write returned to his native land

in 1867, where he remained about four months,

visiting his venerable mother, who died at the

advanced age of eighty-four years. Our subject

died July 22, 1890, when in his seventy-first year,

leaving a widow aud one son. Four of his chil-

dren preceded him to the better land, namely:

Ilarcourt E., an infant daughter, Wesley E. aud

Samuel.

John C. Noble, the eldest son of our subject,

was born April 6, 1848, and was married to Sarah

Jane, daughter of Henry Bird, also a native of

England, and an early settler in this county. Her

father died on the day following the death of Mr.

Noble. Wesley E. and Ada May, the children of

John Noble, are aged respectively seventeen and

thirteen years. They make their home with their

parents on a farm of one hundred and twenty

acres, near the residence of Mrs. Noble. Our sub-

ject left an estate of one hundred and twenty

acres to his widow, which is most elticiently man-

aged by her son. In religious lielief, he was a con-

sistent and honored memlier of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, having become a member of
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that denomination in 1843. Mr. Noble was a great

lover of music, and in his younger days was an

aceom|)lished pla3'er on the clarionet. He was ex-

tremely conscientious and retiring in disposition,

and a feeling of [)ersonal bereavement came to the

large circle of his old friends when he was called

to his long home.

-^

^I^ORERT C. LIND, Secretary and Treasurer of

|L#i7 the Rockford Chair and Furniture Company,

(A^ \V has held that position for ten years, or since

the organization of the company, and is also

a Director and one of the leading stockholders.

Our subject is another of the worthy citizens which

Sweden has furnished to Rockford. He was born

in Smoland, on the 7th of July, 1856, and is tlie

youngest child of H. O. and Mary (Haraldson)

Lind. With their five children, the parents left

the land of their nativitj' in 1871, and crossed the

broad ocean from Clottenburg to New York CUty,

whence tliey came at once to Rockford. The

mother died at her home in this city in 1874, at

the age of fift3'-eight years. Tlie father is still liv-

ing, at the age of seventy-two.

The educational advantages which our suliject

received were those afforded by his native land

and the schools of this city. After attaining his

majority, he was united in marriage with Miss

Jennie Westholm, who was born in Sweden, and

when quite young came with her parents to this

country. Thej' now reside in St. Charles, 111., and

are well advanced in life. Our subject has a pleas-

ant home on Seminary Street, where hospitality

reigns supreme and their many friends delight to

gather.

Mr. Lind entered upon his business career in

1872, when he began working in the furniture fac-

tories of this city. He soon became a successful

machinist and cabinet-maker, seeming to possess

natural ability in that direction, and for nine years

devoted his entire attention to his trade. For

eleven years lie worked untiringly. Subsequently

he went upon the road, and for four years was

employed as a commercial traveler bj' the Union
Furniture Company, and also by the one of which he

is now Secretary and Treasurer. As l)eff)re stated,

he has held that position since the organization of

the Rockford Chair and Furniture Comi)an.y. lie

is also a stockholder and Director of the Rockford

Union Furniture Company, the Royal Mantel and

Furniture Company and the Royal Sewing Macliine

Compan}', also the Rockford Folding Bed Company,

which uses a special patent. He has done much
to promote the interests of these various compan-

ies, and is a representative and well-known busi-

ness man of this city. His life is commendable in

many directions. He has been energetic and in-

dustrious, and in all his business relations is up-

right and honorable. In i)olitics, he is a supporter

of the Republican party.

^•{"{•(•g

ILLIAM S. PORTER i^ a man whom na-

ture seems to have especially designed

W^ to be a planter, for, owing to his desire to

keep out of the beaten path, and to his adoption of

new and improved methods, together with in-

dustry and good judgment, he has met with more

tlian the average degree of success in pursuing his

calling. He is a native New Yorker, born in Ham-
ilton Township, Bladison County, on the 2d of

January, 1832, and the son of Roswell and Nancy

(Shattuck) Porter, both natives of Connecticut.

The father was a mechanic by trade and assisted

in building some of the fine residences in New York

City. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, re-

ceived a pension for his services, and his widow

received one after his death. He died in Madison

County, N. Y., at the age of sixty-seven, and his

wife also passed away in that .State, but had reached

the unusual age of ninet3'-seven j-ears and four

months. Roswell Porter was one of seven chil-

dren born to Eleza and S. (Rowley) Porter, who
were natives of the New England States, the for-

mer dying in Madison County, N. Y., when seventy

years of age.

Nancy Shattuck, mother of our .sulijcct, was one

of seven children born to Robert, Jr., and Anna
(Loomis) Shattuck. Robert, Jr., was the son of

Robert Shattuck, Sr., the grandson of William

Shattuck, Jr., and the great-grandson of William
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Sliattuck,.'-!r.,!nid the gTeat-great-grandson of Will-

iam Shattiick, who was an Englishman, and who
came to this country in 1621 or 1622. The latter

was aliout twenty years of age at that time, and

died in Watertown, INIass., on the 14th of August,

1672. William Shattnek, Sr., married Susan Ran-

dall, and his s(.'n, William Shattnek, .Ir., who was a

native of Plymouth, JIass., married Mary Pratt.

Robert Shattnek, Sr., was also a native of Plymouth,

JNIass., and was there married to Ruhannah Cook.

The 9th of .lanuar\-, 1853, was rendered memor-

able to our subject by its being his wedding day,

his bride being Miss Thresa Shepardson, who was

liorn in ^Madison County, Hamilton Township,

X. v.. Aumist 12, 1n:!1. The fruits of this union

have been tlirei' li\ing children: (/ieneva I. mar-

ried O. (J. Fi)rrer, anil they have three children;

Maynard K. married Miss Agnes ]5urchlield. and

is the father (jf one child, a girl; and Cora L., at

home and a graduate of Belvidere school. Mrs.

Porter's parents wereErastus and Tryphenia (Cole-

son) Shepardson, the father a native of Connecti-

cut and the mother of Massachusetts. The former

isstill living, and a resident of this county, but the

mother died here when sixtj'-one years of .age. Mr.

Shepardson is a son of William Shepardson, Jr., a

native of Connecticut, and the grandson of Will-

iam Shepardson, Sr., who was lioin in lOngland and

who settled m Connecticut at a very early date.

Tryphenia (Ct>leson) Slie|)ardson was the daughter

of Kbenezer and Lavina (Packard) Coleson, who
were of Swedish descent, and natives of Connecti-

cut. Mr. and jNIis. Coleson removed to New York,

and died in Madison County, of that State, at the

age of niuetj-'flve and eiglity years, respectively.

Mrs. Porter comes of good fighting stock, for her

ancestors were in the Revolutionary AVar, .i.nd she

had two brothers in the Civil War. One of her

brothers, William, died while serving his country,

and Coleson, the other, lost a leg.

After his marriage, our subject settled in Spring

Tow-nship, this county, but after six years .as an

agriculturist, he left the farm and went to the oil

regions of Pennsylvania, where he remained eigh-

teen years. Then selling out, he returned to Boone

County, 111., and bought one hundred and twenty

acres of land lirlonging to the Colesons, and later

bought the Shattuck farm of two hundred .acres,

besides ten acres of timber. He has made 11,000

worth of improvements and has four miles of tiling

on the place. He is engaged in general farming

and his home is a beautful spot, characterized by

all the comforts of rural life. In politics, he is a

Republican, voting first for Stephen A. Doiigl.as,

Intt after that for Lincoln.

RS. HENRY KORTIE, Si;., who is living .at

her home, Guilford Townsliip, Wmneb.ago
lA^ County, is a native of Germany. She was

born in Minden, Berkhausen, in 1820, and

IS a daughter of Henry and Christina (Koch)

Black. Her father died at the age of seventy-two

years, and her mother at fifty-five. They reared

one son and one daughter.

Mrs. Kortie was reared in her native land, and

fifty years ago there gave her hand in marriage to

William Kortie. They crossed the Atlantic to

America in March, 1852, and, coming to Illinois,

the husb.and purchased sixty acres of her present

farm. His de.ath occurred on the 4fh of July. 1854,

from cholera, and five other members of his fam-

ily died of the same dread disease, all within two

weeks of one another. His widow w.as a second

time m.arried, becoming the wife of Henry Kortie,

brother of her former husliand. His father, Henry

Kortie, Sr., died of cliolera at the time above men-

tioned, and his mother died in Germany, at aiiout

the age of sixty years, leaving four children, two

having preceded her to the home bej^oud.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kortie lived together as

man and wife for thirtj-eight 3ears, making their

home u]5on a farm which he operated until it

yielded him a golden tribute in return for his care

and labor. His death occurred very suddenl}'.

He w.as in the barn doing his morning work, and

dropped down dead. This was on the 30th of No-

vember, 1891, in the sevent3'-first j'ear of his age.

He w.as a worthy and valued citizen, a man highly

respected throughout the comraunit3% and his loss

was deeply mourned b}' many friends. During the

late war he had served his conntrv .as a member of
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Company A, Twelfth Illinois Cavahy. He enlisted

on the 15th of December, 1861, and served as bu-

gler for three years and three months, or until

February 5, 1865, when he was honorably dis-

charged. He was never wounded, but was injured

by his horse falling on him.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kortio were born seven chil-

dren, three sons and four daughters, five of whom
are j'et living: Louisa, wife of William Ihrke, of

Rockford; Amelia, wife of J. Bartholomew, a resi-

dent of Milford Township; Carrie, wife of H. A.

Brown, who is living in Owen Township; Henry K.,

a resident of ^'ew Milford; and Minnie, wife of A.

C. Thompson. The latter resides on the old home-

stead with Mrs. Kortie. l\Ir. Thompson operating

the farm. The mother of this family is seventy-

one j-ears of age. Since her husband's death, her

daughter lias resided with her. She is a most estim-

able lady, held in high regard 1)3' all, and has a

wide circle of friends and acquaintances through-

out the community.

iROWN C. ATKINSON is one of the oldest

of the native-born citizens of Winnebago

County, where he owns a large and valua-

ble farm in Burritt Township. He was born

on a farm on section 34, Harrison Township, Sep-

tember 30, 1841, and is a son of John Atkinson,

who was born in Cumberland County, England,

and he in turn was a son of .James and Jane (Fos-

ter) Atkinson. The grandparents of our subject

came to America in 1832, accompanied by their six

children. They made the voj'age on a sailing-ves-

sel, which consumed seven weeks, and landed at

Quebec. The family remained in Canada fifteen

months, when they went to New York State, and

thence came to Illinois in 1837. (For a further

history of the family see the sketch of William

Atkinson.)

The father of our subject w.as a young man
when he came to America, and, in the year 1836,

came to the Prairie State, spending the winter at

La Salle, and the spring of the following 3'ear

came to this county', where he became one of the

early settlers of Harrison Township. At that time

all the land was owned by the Government, and

deer, wild turke\'S, and other game were plentiful.

He at once made claim to a tract of Government
land on section 34, and there built the log house

in which our subject was horn. The father lived

there about seven 3'ears, when he decided to remove

to Burritt Township, entering a tract of land on

section 1. This he improved and resided upon

until 1870, at that time trading for land on sec-

tions 7. 8, and 18, of the same township, and resid-

ing thereon until his death, which occurred Febru-

ary 13, 181)0.

For man3' 3-ears after the father came to this

county there were no railroads, and Chicago was

the principal market for grain, although he used

sometimes to market at Racine, Milwaukee, Savan-

na, and the mining towns of Wisconsin. At one

time the miller at Beloit sent for him to come and

take a lo.ad of flour to Mineral Point. He started

from home on Monda3- morning and on arriving

at his destination found the man who had ordered

the dour had gone. He tried to sell it, but could

not dispose of it at any price, so he started to visit

the various mining towns, and finally arrived at

Savanna on the Saturda3' following. There he

managed to sell his load, but after pacing his bills,

had only fifty cents left. After the railroad w.as

Iniilt at Elgin, people teamed their grain and pro-

duce to that place, and our subject relates that in

one instance he went with his father to take a load

of pork to Elgin. The roads were so bad that tlicy

were compelled to unload in the mud, and eonse-

quentl3', instead of getting the contr.aet price of

•1i2.50, they got 01113- §2 per hundred.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Nancy L. Conklin, a native of Wa3'ne Ctmntv,

Pa., and a daughter of Benjamin and Meixy Conk-

lin. She is now making her home with our subject.

Brown C. Atkinson was about three years old when

his parents removed to Burritt Township, and was

here reared and educated, and with his parents

made his home until his marriage. In August, 1862,

our subject enlisted in Compan3' A, Sevent3'-fourth

Illinois Infantiy. Going to the front with his

regiment, he served faithfully until February 7,

1863, when he was honorably discharged, returned

home and resumed farmintj. He rented land until
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1865, when he purchased eighty acres in Harrison

Township, and after three ^years' residence there,

sold, and jjurchascd where he now resides, on two

hundred and l'i)r(v-(ine and a lialf acres, twenty-

two acres being in timlier, and tlie remainder im-

proved and jtasture hinils.

The 3'ear 1862 is tlie date our subject was united

in marriage with Mary E. Henry. 3Irs. Atliinson

was born in April, IMlo, in Bradford, Pa. Her

father, John Y. Henry, was born in New York State,

and early removed to Pennsylvania, where he lived

until 1855, in wiiich year he came to Illinois, mak-

ing his home in Owen Township, this county, two

or three years. He afterward removed to Rockford,

and later located in Harrison Township. lie was

also a soldier in the late war, having enlisted Au-

gust 6, 1862, in Company A, Seventy-fourth Illi-

nois Infantry. He died in the service at Nashville,

Tenn., December 17, of the same year. The maiden

name of his wife was Clara Adella Berry, a native

of New York State, and who resides in the village

of Harrison.

Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson are tlie happy parents of

eleven children, all of whom .are living, namely:

Estella M., David II., George AV.. Frank B., Clara

A., G. Albert, Edith A., Chester A., Foster L.,

Ethel C. and lOvelyn L. Mr. Atkinson is a mem-
ber of Ellis Post G. .\. I>., at Pecatonica. and in

his political views casts his vote with the Republi-

can part\'.

Jf
ONATIIAN II. IIALSTED, wlio is the owner

I
of a fine tract of land, including one hun-

li dred and eighty acres lucated one and one-

^jj^/' half miles from Rockford. was liorn m
Somers, Westchester County, N. Y., February 28,

1819. His father, Samuel Halsted, was born .and

reared on tlie old farm in the above-named State,

and when old enough to clioose an occupation for

himself, purchased a tract of land in the town of

Somers, Westchester County, where he was engaged

in general farming. His estate was situated forty-

eight miles from New York Cit^', and eleven miles

east of Peekskill, the principal market. The maiden

name of his wife was Rebecca Marshall; she was

also a native of the Empire State .and departed

this life on the old home farm when our subject

was very young. iMr. Halsted also died there, aged

eighty-two years.

The original of this sketch attendod the district

school, where he gained a good educatit)n, and as-

sisted his father in performing the duties on the

farm until 1844, at which time he went to New
York Cit}' and was employed by his brother-in-law,

who owned a line of drays. In Felirnary, 1S49,

during the gold excitement, JSIr. Halsted, in com-

pany with sixty-five others, started for California.

They purchased a sailing-vessel, for which they

paid §40,000, and stocked the same with provi-

sions which would Last them for two years. Leav-

ing New York in Februarj', thej^ sailed around

Cape Horn and arrived at the Golden Gate in the

month of September. vSan Francisco at that time

was a city built of tents, and sailing up the Sacra-

mento River, they landed at tlie city of that name,

where our party purchased a number of ox-teams,

which conveyed them to the mines In Coloma on

the south fork of the American River. They were

engaged for about one month, when, the rainy sea-

son setting in, the company disbanded, selling their

vessel and provisions for 820,000. Mr. Halsted

remained in Sacramento for two or tiiree years,

tlien resumed mining until 1852, when he returned

home via the Isthmus of Pan.ama. He w.as in ill

health two or three years after coming home, and

conse([uently did not engage in any active busi-

ness.

In 1856, the original of this sketch came to the

I'rairie State and operated a farm south of Rock-

ford for three and a half years, at the expiration

of which time he purchased the place on which he

at present resides. His estate includes one hun-

dred .and eighty acres, and is veiy valuable on ac-

count of its close location to the citj^, being only

one mile and a half from the city limits. His

place is imiiroved with good buildings .and the

land so cultivated as to bring him in handsome

returns.

In 1855, Miss Deborah Keunard became the wife

of our subject. She was born in Sussex County,

England, August 23, 1826, and was the daughter

of Charles and Elizabeth (Field) Kennard. Mis.
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Halsted was brought to America hy her parents

when live j'ears of age, they locating in the town

of Somers, Westchester County, N. Y., where lier

father was engaged as a merchant tailor and there

resided until his death. Mr. and ]\Irs. Halsted

have become the parents of two children: Marj'

E. and Lester B. The daughter married Fred

Brown, by whom she has three children : Lester,

Clinton and P^rnest. Lester Halsted married

Louisa Foltz. Our subject and his wife are mem-
bers in good standing of the Second Congrega-

tional Church, and are widely known and resfiected

throughout their community. Mr. Halsted aliili-

ates with the Republican paVty.

<i[ ^-^ILLIAM TWOGOOD died at his home, at

\/Ji' No. 106 North Fifth Street, in Rockford,

Wi on the 13th of April, 1874. He was orig-

inally from the Empire State, born in Pittstown,

near Troj', July 27, 1794. He grew to manhood

in his native place and became a mechanic and

carriage-builder. He came of good stock and was

the son of James and Deboiah (Ilalstead) Twogood,

natives of New York, in which State they passed

their entire lives. They were the parents of four-

teen children and, although all lived to a good old

age, they are now deceased.

In Pittstown, William Twogood was married to

Miss Sarali Vandercook, a native of that place,

born July 24, 1803. Subsequentlj', he removed to

Michigan City, Ind., coming overland with his

familv. He began looking for a suitable location,

which he found in the beautiful Cherry Valley of

Winnebago C'ountj',111., but not untilafterhe had

traveled many months over unbroken forests,

where hostile Indians abounded. He crossed Rock

River at Ottawa soon after the Indian massacre at

that place and was sickened by the horrible sights

that met his eyes. He pushed on to the Cherry

Valley region of Winnebago County and located

on a tract of laud that had never been survejed.

Shortl3- afterward, Mr. Twogood returned to

Michigan Citj' for lumber to make the doors, win-

dows and floor of his log cabin, hauled it through

the wilderness and, after all was ready, returned

to Michigan City for his little family. He settled

in this county on the 4th of July, 1837, and was

among the first settlers, tliere being but two houses

between his place and Rockford. which then con-

sisted of liut a few houses. He brought with liim,

hid away in the household goods, gold and silver

sewed ui> in shot bags and this was never touched

until the land on which he was living was placed

on the market. He then went to Galena and paid

for his claim.

Mr. and Mrs. Twogood experienced many hard-

ships in their new home and for some time were

obliged to live on potatoes and salt. However,

brighter da3S were in store for them and they soon

became the owners of eight hundred acres of land

in the valley. Five hundred acres Mr. Twogood
reserved for himself and wife and three hundred

acres were deeded to other members of the family.

While his children were growing up, he moved to

Chicago to educate them and there remained five

years. He became one of the well-known and

wealthy men of Winnebago County and was a

leader in all enterprises of a worthy nature. He
was one of the original stockholders of the North-

western Railroad before any of the road had been

graded. He lived and died an honest man that no

money or position could liuy or flattery seduce

from the path of duty and rectitude.

Mrs. Twogood, who was carefully reared and

educated, was of old Knickerbocker stock and her

ancestors on both sides were among the prominent

families of New Y'ork State. Her father, Michael S.

Vandercook, was born in Rensselaer County, N. Y.,

and was the son of Simon "Wandcrcook, a promi-

nent man of that county. The family name was

originally Van Der Cook, but the descendants now
spell it Vandercook. Michael Vandercook was a

soldier in the War of 1812, fought as a Major in

Col. Knickerbocker's regiment and was in many
battles, including the engagement at Plattsburg.

He was a merchant and also operated a sawmill

for many years. Later, he was Sheriff of his county,

and died on his large farm there, at the age of

seventy-eight years. His father, Simon Vandercook,

was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, fought in

many battles and was Ca|itain of a company. Mrs.
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Twogood now lias the commissions given him liy

Gen. Wasliington, and Gov. Clinton, of New York.

Micliael A'andeicook married IMiss Mehetibel

Ilaskins, a memlier of a prominent family and a

native of Rensselaer County, N. Y., wiio died when

in the prime of life, leaving four children. After

her death, Mr. Vandercook was twice married.

Mrs. Twogood is the youngest of the above-men-

tioned cliildren. The .attention of the reader is

invited to heri)ortrait on another page. Although

time lias touched lier hair with frost, he has dealt

leniently with licr in other respects and she is yet

bright and active, her hearing perfect and her

mental faculties unimpaired. She is a very re-

mark.ahle old ladj' and on the 24th of July, 1892,

was eighty-r.ine years of age Until recently, she

h.as been able to do a gre.at deal of light work

around the house. Upon every Decoration Da}'

since the late war she has attended the celebration,

and her son's portrait is enfolded in the National

colors. She resides in the old home .at No. 106

North Fifth Street, and is spending the sunset of

her life in peace and happiness. She owns large

landed interests in the West and bank stocks in

this cit3' and is also a pensioner of the War of

1812, rcceiviug*12 per month for service rendered

by lier husb.and, who was drafted when he was

eighteen years of age and who served as a drum-

mer in Col. Jonathan Reed's regiment. He was

a Rcpulilican at the time of his death.

Mr. and Mrs. Twogood were the parents of eiglit

children: Orestes B. enlisted in the First AVisconsin

Infantry, his company being the first offered to

the Governor of Wisconsin. He was Captain of

his company, but after the battle of Stone River,

where he suffered much from exposure, he was

taken sick, and died at his home on the 17th of

December, 1863. Helen died in infancj-; Emily is

the wife of Merritt Satterlee, a pioneer of Chicago,

who was formerly a large grocery merchant but is

now retired; James II., a contractor and builder of

Boise City, Idaho, married Miss Permelia Custer,

of Pennsylvania; Elizabeth, wife of S. P. Jones,

resides in J.acksonville, Ore.; Sarah became the

wife of Col. Alfred C'hapin and resides in Rockford.

The Colonel w.as a prominent soldier of the Rebel-

lion and is now deceased; Belle liecamc the wife of

J. F. Ilerve}^ who is retired and now resides in

Chicago; William S., a very successful merchant

of Marion, Iowa, has been twice married, his second

wife having formerly been Miss Genevieve Alder-

man.

NDREW MONTGOMERY, a retired farmer

who jiassed away May 4, 1892, and who

resided at No. 902 Rockton Avenue, in

Rockford, was of Scottish birth. He was

born in Campbellton, Argyleshire, June 5, 180,5,

and comes of an old and resi5ected farailj' of that

land. His father, Robert Montgomery, spent his

entire life in Campbellton, where he followed the

occupation of farming. He was straightforward

and upright in all things, and was an active mem-

ber of the Presbyterian Church. His death oc-

curred at the age of sixty j'ears. His wife, whose

maiden name was Jennie Giffen, died in her native

county at an advanced age. This worthy couple

had a large famil}', but all are now deceased. Of

their children, Andrew, James and William came

to this country.

Andrew Montgomeiy spent his boyliood days in

the usual manner of farmer lads, and in his youth

also learned the trade of a distiller. After arriv-

ing at man's estate, he was united in marriage to

Jennie Anderson, who died in the prime of life in

Campbellton, Scotland, leaving four children, two

of whom are now deceased: Robert died in Scot-

land when young, and William died after the

family came to this country. The two living chil-

dren are James, a resident farmer of Burritt Town-

ship, who married Annie Fleming, bj' whom he

has four children : William, Jessie, Jane and James;

and Jane, now the wife of .Tames E. Langwell, an

agriculturist of Owen Township. They have

eleven children: Jane, Peter. Jesse, Andrew, An-

nie, INIinnie, James, William, Robert, Martha and

John S.

Mr. Montgomery of this sketch was a second

time married in his native county, the lady of his

choice being Miss Ann Templeton, who was born

in Campliellton, December 3, 1819, and is a daugh-

ter of John and Ann (Colville) Templeton, who

lived and died on the old homestead a few miles
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from Campbellton, Scotland, the deatli of the fa-

ther occurring at the age of eiglity-five3'ears, wliilo

his wife departed this life at the age of eighty-

seven. Both were members of the Presbyterian

Church, and as farming people, lived a quiet, un-

assuming life. In their family were ten children,

six sons and four daughters, and with one excep-

tion all lived to mature years, and were married,

but, with the exception of Mrs. Montgomery, all

are now deceased. Thomas, the eldest, crossed the

Atlantic, and died in Chicago some ye.irs ago, when

past the age of eighty j'ears.

After tlieir marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery

resided in their native land until the spring of

1861, when tliey decided to tr^- their fortune in

America. Since that time they have resided in

Winneliago County, and made their home upon a

farm in Owen Township until 1882, when they

came to Rockford, and for the past ten years have

lived a retired life in this city. They are mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Church, and are noble

Christian people who well deserve the high esteem

in which thej- are held throughout the commu-
nity that has so long been their home.

\t7 ORENZO S. McDOrCALL is a practical

Ijl (i^) and successful breeder of Morgan horses

/l^'v and has his fine farm located in Bonus
Township, Boone County. It comprises two hun-

dred and twenty-five acres that were selected with

a view to their present use and are adapted by na-

ture and improvement for the purpose. Mr. IMc-

Dongall is well known throughout Northern Illi-

nois as being a man thoroughly jiosted regarding

the stock in which he takes such delight. He has

all the necessary buildings on his farm, and these are

well constructed and sutliciently large for the vari-

ous purposes for which they were designed. He is

the owner of probably the finest Morgan mare in

the county.

He of whom we write was born on the 6th of

March, 1827, in the town of Sherbrooke, Quebec

being the son of Charles and Fannie (Terry) Mc-
Dougall. The father is of Scotch descent and was

l)orn in Argyle, N. Y., in 1796, being taken to Can-

ada with his parents when an infant of one year.

On attaining matui-e years, he operated a gristmill

until May 4, 1836, at which time he sold out and

came to Boone County and located upon the farm

where he is at present residing.

The elder Mr. Mc Dougall was interested in a

claim of seven hundred acres of land, which he

proceeded to improve, and when a division of tiie

property was made, two hundred and twenty-live

acres fell to his share, the same on which our sub-

ject is residing. Charles Mc Dougall, aliout 18C6>

moved to Belvidere, where he spent his last days

in retirement, dying at the age of eighty-two

j'ears. He was a Republican in politics, held many
of the local offices, and in everj' relation of life

was true to himself and those around him. He

was an attendant at the Universalist Church.

Our subject is one of the family of four children
,

only two of whom grew to mature years. His sis-

ter, Mrs. H. Merchant, died April 2, 1886, about

three miles from the old home in Spring Town-
ship, this county. "When the father of our subject

located upon his new farm there was an old log

cabin on the place, whose floor was just large

enough to stand a bed on. There they spent tlieir

earl}' days in this conntj'. using their trunks and

old-fashioned chests for tables and cliairs. Our

subject says that he was very much discouraged at

that time and often used to wish himself back in

his native town. He is the only one surviving

who surrounded that primitive table, and indeed is

one of the verj' few living who came to Boone

County in those early daj'S. Deer, wolves and

other wild animals would come up t() tlic very

door of their cabin, and wolves made night hid-

eous with their howls.

The first furrow of land plowed in Boone

County was on the farm of our subject. The near-

est market was at Chicago and the nearest post-

ottice was at the same place, the postage in that time

costing twenty-five cents a letter. The father of

our subject proved up his land, for which he paid

iil.25 per acre, and Lorenzo S. has in his possession

the original deed from the Government. It is one

of the few farms in this section which has never been

out of the family who first entered it.

Fannie (Terry) McDougall.our suhject's mother,
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was born in New England, and lier parents were

natives of ^^ernlont, who spent a portion of their

lives in Canada. Grandmother Terry hailed from

Rhode Island. Mrs. Fannie McDougall departed

this life in Spring Township, tliis county, in her

eight3^-fourth year. lie of whom we write re-

mained at liomc until twenty-nine j'ears of age)

when he spent a short time in Kelvidere and thence

removing to Garden Prairie, was engaged in a

grain and stock business for nearly fifteen years.

Tiien purchasing a farm of forty acres, he opei'ated

it until nine years ago, when he moved onto the

old homestead, having purchased his sister's inter-

est after the death of the father, whose desire it

was that our subject shonld own the old place.

To Mr. and Mrs. McDougall have been born

four children, three of whom are living, viz: Nellie,

who was born in P>elvidere, in 1860, married Frank

Tanner and has a family of four children; Fannie,

who was liorn in (i.arden I'rairie, in 1860, is the

widow of George Countryman, who died when

twenty-seven years of age, leaving two children;

Hazen, who was born in 1867, also in (harden

Prairie, married Miss May Wait, and has one son.

Our subject is widely known among the farmers

throughout Boone County, is a well-read man, and

thorougldy informed on topics of gencr.al conversa-

tion. He is a member of t\w Patrons of Husbandry,

and since the organization of the Republican party

has voted that ticket. He has served his fellow-

townsmen in the of lice of Assessor and School

Director, and is one c>f those zealous men wlio de-

vote much time and ability to the improvement of

the town with whose citizens they have cast their

lot and to whom is <Uie in a large measuie the

prosperity of tlie entire community. Mr. IMc-

Dougall in addition to breeding stock is engaged

in mixed farming and his upright and honest deal-

ings with his fellow-men have made him very

popular.

( )ur subject relates that they were induced to

come to this county by a man named Goodhue,

who was a merchant in a small way in tliis

[ilace, and was the first man to bring merchandise

to Belvidere. The family embarked on the steamer

"IMichigan, " commanded by Capt. Newbury, with

a Mr. Barker as first mate. At Detroit, Gov.

Duncan, who was then the Chief Executive of Illi-

nois, came on board and after looking over the

six or seven hundred passengers, cooly remarked,

" Now, you people will all be disappointed in Chi-

cago, as it is nothing but a mud hole, but I tell

you now that it is bound to become the metropolis

of the United States some day, as its fine location

and central geographical position will make it

such." Mr. Mc Dougall's memor3' of early histori-

cal incidents is truly wonderful and makes him an

interesting conversationalist.

EROY E. CHAMBERLAIN. This practical

)) and intelligent young farmer is a native of

LeRoy Township, Boone County, and makes

his home on the splendid farm where his birth oc-

curred June 3, 1854. He has been successful so

far in his farming operations, which can be attrib-

uted to his persistent industry, his wise forethought

and his prudent thrift.

The father of our subject, Joseph Chamberlain,was

a native of Delaware County, N. Y., having been

born May 7, 1813. The lady to whom he was

married bore the name of Sallie P. Hovey, and is

also a native of the Empire State, where she was

born in April, 1822. They both accompanied their

respective [lareiits AVest when young, and were

married in this county in October, 1839, and com-

menced life on a claim of one-half section of Gov-

ernment land.

Joseph Chamlierlain, the grandfather of our

subject, was a native of Brattlelioro, Vt., where he

was an agriculturist, and a man of means. He lost

his fortune, however, by going security for a friend.

He removed to the Empire State in an early day,

but died in middle life, leaving a family of five

sons and one daughter, all of whom grew to mature

years in New York State. In the fall of 1836,

the widowed mother and three of her sons. Car-

man, Alfred and Lewis, came to Illinois and lo-

cated on the place where our subject was born.

The mother was Eunice Blakesley, of Connecticut,

and lived to reach the advanced age of ninety-

eight years. Tier death occurred in 1875, in Le-

Roy, this county, and her remains lie buried in

Round Prairie Cemetery.
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He of whom we write is one in a familj' of four

sons and six dangliters, two of whom died in in-

fancy. Those living at the present time are Helen

M., Blrs. Owen Brown, who resides at Sterling, Neb.;

Eliza, Mrs. E. Ueve, resides in Nebraska; Harry D.,

a farmer in Dakota, and Hor.ace M., who is engaged

in the butcher's business at Byron, this State. One

son, William Wallace, during the late war was a

member of the Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry,

and died of smallpox iu 1863, at Brownsville,

Tex.

The father of our subject departed this life No-

vember 4, 1891, when seventy-eight years of age.

He w.as a hard-working, industrious man, and by

prudent management, accumulated a handsome

property, and at his death left his family an estate

valued at ^i^lOiOOO. Our subject was reared on the

home farm, which has since been his home. He

was married, in 1881, to Miss Kittle Brett, of White

Water, Wis., and to them have been born five chil-

dren, namely: Maude E., Harry, Selah, LeRoy and

Floyd. Mr. Chamberlain h.as twenty acres of ex-

cellent laud in this township, and one hundred

and sixt}- in Dakota. The old home farm was

sold by his father to a Mr. Hovey. In social mat-

ters, he is a member of the Odd Fellows, and has

adopted the political views of the Republican party,

being active in promoting its success.

i^^IIOMAS .J. ATAVOOD. Although the life

(tr^^ of a farmer does not present the salient

^^^ points that are to be found in the experience

of a city resident, it is not therefore devoid of in-

terest nor unworthy of being preserved in a volume

of this nature. Mr. Atwood spent more than forty-

two years in the quiet and consistent performance

of the daily duties of farm life, and is now living re-

tired in the village of Fecatonica, where his public

spirit and agreeable manners make him one of its

most honored citizens. Formerly the owner of five

hundred acres of land, he has given his son eighty-

acres and rents the remainder.

Our subject was born .June 14, 1818, in Bridge-

water, Windsor County, Yt, a sou of Thomas and

Cynthia (Benson) Atwood. His grandfathers were

both valiant soldiers in the Revolutionary War,

and splendid types of our Pilgrim Fatliius. wlio

acquired independence as tillers of tlie soil. Ills

|)arents were l)orn near I'lynuiuth liuck, Mass.,

and made their home in that State until they were

married. Thence they removed to Ihidgewater,

Vt., where the father purchased a farm and ivsided

until 1837. Afterward he made his home in Rut-

land, Rutland County. Thence he went to the

town of Stowe, and in the fall of 183'.) started

for the Western country, driving to Buffalo with a

four-horse team, where he einl)arked on a steamer

and proceeded to Detroit, INIich. From that cit^-

became overland to Winnebago County, whither

his son Hiram had come in 1837, and pur-

chased a section of land.

The elder Mr. Atwood lived with his son until

the year 1840, when he purchased a farm of his

own. His wife, who was born June 13, 1783, died

July 29, 1846. After the death of his wife, he

went to live with his son Hirain, where his demise

occurred October 28, 1849. He of whom we write

is one in a family of nine children, only two of

whom are living. He remained with his parents

until eighteen 3ears of age, when he went to Rut-

land, Vt., in 1836. He was given a good education,

being a graduate of the Rutland, Vt., Academy. He
had only been in school two months and a half,

however, when he was offered a school to teach,

and accepted the position. After having been thus

engaged three months, he returned to the Academy

and was made an assistant teacher, graduating when

twent3'-one years of age. His first occu|)ation on

leaving school was in keeping books and collecting

for a physician with whom he was engaged for three

months. He then became clerk in a general store,

and so well did he perform the duties devolved

upon him that after a service of three years ho was

offered the position of junior partner in the firm.

Mr. Atwood, however, did not accept the posi-

tion, as he had decided to come West. In Septem-

ber, 1841, he started for this State, Ijcing accom-

panied as far as Albany by a friend who made a

trip to that city to buy a stock of goods. Our

subject tarried long enough to assist him in making

his purchase and was offered by the wholesale
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house which they patronized a position at 1*650

per 3-eai' and board. Refusing this as he had the

previous offer, he carried out his desire to come to

Winnebago Count}', and on locating here purchased

a claim to one-half section of land and also a tim-

ber claim. With his brother, who had preceded

him hither, he succeeded in getting out enough

logs for ten thousand rails, iu the winter of 1841-

12, which were used in fencing their farms.

May 4, 1847, Mr. Thomas J. Atwood and Miss

Lois C. Cable were united in marriage. The lady

was born November 19, 1826, in Litchfield County,

Conn., and was a daughter of Ezra S. and Pamelia

(Fenn) Cal:>le. To tliem have been born six chil-

dren: AUicrt J., whose birth occurred May 10,

1849, is married and the father of five children;

Emma C, who was born September 13, 1855, is

married and has seven children. The remainder

of the family bear the respective names of Rollin

C, Ella M., Ezra C. and Henry W., twins. The

father of Mrs. Atwood was born September 24,

1797, in Litchfield County, Conn., and died on his

old farm in this county, April 23, 1879. He was

the son of Abijali and Ruth (Fairchild) Cable, the

former of whom was l)oni August 13, 1775, also in

Litchfield County, and the latter June 7, 1769.

Abijah Cable was one of nine sons who came from

England, and departed this life April 13, 1825.

His wife, Ruth Fairchild, died September 3, 1820.

Tlie mother of Mrs. Atwood was born in Litchfield

County, Conn., Februar}' 15, 1802, and died in this

county, January 3, 1888. vShe was the daughter

of Job and Lois (Scott) Fenn, natives respectively

of Connecticut and New York. The father died

in Litclifleld County, Conn., while Mrs. Fenn de-

parted this life April 3, 1854, in AVinnebago Count>',

being eight^'-four j-ears of .age.

(Trandmother Fenn had a brotlier named Ezekiel

Scott, wlio took part in the Revolutionary War.

The father of Mrs. Atwood remained atliome until

his marriage, January 1, 1826, when he lived for

two years at Stratford Point, Conn. At the end

of that time his father's estate was divided among
the children, and, going AVest to Portage County,

Ohio, in tlie spring of 1828, he cleared a farm and

resided initil 1837, which was the date of his advent

into Winnebago County. At the time of his deatli,

which occurred April 23, 1879, he was the owner of

four hundred and eighty acres of land. In politics,

he was in early life an old-line Whig, later an Alio-

litionist, and afterward jtiining tlie Republican

ranks, was looked upon as one of the active w(jrk-

ers of that jjarty. He w.as a County Commis-

sioner and his vote decided the location vS the

present court house in Rockford. lie filled the

ofilce three or four terms as Su|)ervisor and for a

number of 3ears w.as Township Trustee and a

member of the School Board.

Soon after his arrival in Winnelwgo County, in

1841, our subject located on the farm which re-

mained his home for forty-two and one-half years.

In December, 1841, he commenced to fence his land,

and during 1843 raised his first crop, which con-

sisted of fifty-five acres of winter wheat, thirt^'-one

acres of corn and twelve of oats. The wheat crop

was hauled to Chicago to the market, there I)eing

no railroad west of Buffalo, N. Y., at that early

da.y.

After continuing to make wheat the principal

crop for a few 3'ears, Mr. Atwood turned his atten-

tion to corn and clover, and also made a specialty

of stock-raising, being particularly successful in rais-

ing draft horses and Holsteiu cattle, and his in-

come from horses amounted to $1,000 per year.

For his horses he had a home market; fat cattle

were driven to Chicago; hogs were fattened, and

killed during the winter months, the products be-

ing held for eight or nine months when thej' were

hauled to Milwaukee for market and there in-

spected by the City Inspector. They brought good

prices, pork being on an average §14 per barrel;

hams 89, shoulders ^7 and lard from #9 to $10 per

hundred ()ounds.

Later Mr. Atwood became interested in raising

sheep and for a number of years kept a flock of

about seven hundred. When wool declined in

price, he fattened and shipped the sheep to the Chi-

cago market and in 1876 invested in Ilolstein cattle.

He now has on his farm about one hundred head of

Holstein cattle, the property of his son Albert J.,

who rents the farm of his father and continues the

stock-raising business. In 1863-64, Mr. Atwood
erected on his farm a fine residence costing $4,000

and a sulislantial barn, which cost $1,(.)00. Febru-
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ary 11, 1886, the residence was burned to the

ground, and in just three months from that date be

Lad an elegant house on the same site, completed

from garret to cellar.

In his political belief, Mr. Atwood was a Whig
in his school-boy days. In 1840, he voted for

William Ileury Harrison for President, and from

that time until the formation of the Republican

party in 1856, voted the Abolition ticket. Both in

1860 and 1864, he cast his ballot for Aliraham Lin-

coln and subsequently voted for U. S. Grant both

times that he was nominated. In 1884, he became

a Prohibitionist and has since been a stanch sup-

porter of that party, representing it by serving six

years as President of the Pecatonica Prohibition

Club. Since the organization of that club at Pec-

atonica, in 1886, he has served as its delegate to

county and State conventions of the party. He
has held various township and county offices, and

for one j'ear was Supervisor and member of the

School Board. With his wife he holds membership

in the Congregational Church, in which he is a

Deacon. He is a man of sterling attributes and

undaunted energy, and it affords us pleasure to

present to our readers his portrait and this sketch

of his life.

^
ATHEW ROURKE, who owns and oper-

ates one hundred and sixty acres of land

on section 14, Guilford Township, Winne-

bago County, is a native of the Emerald

Isle. He was born in County Down, in March, 1 828.

His father, Patrick Rourke, was born in County

Down, and when a young man entered the British

Army, serving for fourteen }'ears. He partici-

pated in the Indian AVar and on being wounded
was honorably discharged and granted a pension.

He then settled on a farm in County Down, where

he spent the remainder of his days. He wedded

Mary McGannan, who also spent her entire life in

County Down. Four of their children came to

America: Mar}- James, John and Mathew.

Oursubject was essentially a self-made man. He
left the parental roof at the age of eleven years

and since that time has made his own way in the

world. He went to Scotland and was theic

engaged in the construction of railroads until

1852, when he liade good-bye to the Old World
and on the 22d of April sailed from Liveriiool to

America. The vessel was shii)wrecked on the

coast of the West Indies and Mr. Rourke remained

at St. Tliomas for three months, when he again

embarked on the same vessel, and after a time

reached New York. After a year spent in that

vicinity, he came on to Illinois, making his home

in Chicago for two 3'ears, when he came to Win-

neb.ago County. After locating here, he purchased

five acres of land on section 21, Guilford Township,

upon which a log house had been built, and there

began farming.

In Brooklyn, N. Y., in October. 1S52, .Air.

Rourke w.is joined in wedlock with Catherine

Drake. She .also was a native of County Down,
Ireland, and there her father, Patrick Drake, was

born. He married Mary Kellogg, and they spent

their entire lives in the county of their nativity.

Onl}' two of their children came to this country:

Mrs. Eliza McCamman, who settled in Paris, 111.;

and Mrs. Rourke who came to America in the

same ship with her husband. Our subject's union

has been blessed with seven children, who are yet

living: William, May, John, James, Lizzie, Henry

and Frank. They also lost two daughters, Mattie

and Catherine.

During the late war, Mr. Rourke enlisted on

the 9th of August, 1862, as a member of Coiii-

|jany A, Seventy-fourth Illinois Infantry, an<l

served until after peace was declared. He partic-

ipated m a number of important engagements,

including the battles of Perryville, Stone Rivir,

Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Resaca, Peach Tree

Creek, the siege and capture of Atlanta, Franklin

and Nashville. He was houdrably discharged on

the 10th of June, 1865, after about three ye;irs of

faithful service.

Not long after his return home, Mr. Rom-ke

sold his farm on section 21, and bought where he

now resides. It was .at one time a tract of timber

land, but he has transformed it into a fertile farm,

and one hundred and sixty acres of highly culti-

vated land now paj' tribute to his care and culti-

vation. His farm is complete in all its a[ipoiut-
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ments. The fields are well lilled and good build-

ings stand as nioniinu'iits to his thrift and enter-

prise. Wr. Kourke and his family are nienil)ers of

St. .huiies Catholic Church, lie has led a Inisy

and useful life and by the exercise of good busi-

ness aliility, industry and enterprise, he has gained

a ct-inifortatile |iroi)erty.

m

*jy| OIIN 1>ENS]jEY, who is engaged in farm-

ing in Cherry Valley Township, Winnebago

County, claims Penns3'lvaniaas the State of

^ his nativity. He was born in November,
18.'i(i, and is a son of Adam and Anna (Impson)

ISeusley. His paternal grandfather, Israel Bensley,

died in middle life, leaving but one child, Adam.
The maternal grandfathei was a Revolutionary

soldier, and died in New York at a ripe old age.

Our subject w.as one of eleven children, three sous

and eight daughters, who grew to mature years,

and with one exception all are heads of families.

John Bensley was the youngest of this family,

and at the age of sixty-two years now has five

surviving brothers and sisters. He acquired his

education in the district schools, and at the age

of twenty-three went fiom Pennsylvania to Catta-

raugus, N. Y. In the autumn of 1855, he left the

Empire State and emigrated to Rockford with the

ho|ie of liettering his financial condition by re-

moving to the broad prairies of the West. About
two 3'ears later, on the 20th of July 1857, he was

joined in wedlock with Maria Davis, daughter of

Benjamin H. Davis, who was born in the Jlohawk

Flats, where later he and his wife began their do-

mestic life. He wasa cariienter and builder and was

the builder, owner and captain of the first line boat

on the Erie Canal. To that business he devoted

his energies for a number of years and laid the

foundation for his future success. In 183G, he re-

moved with his family to New York, after whicli

he went to Wavei'ly, Tioga County, at which time

Mrs. Bensley was an infant. They had a family of

three children who lived to be grown, two suns

and a daughter. They also lost one son, .bilm,

who was drowned when a cliild.

In the spring of 1857, Mr. Davis came t<i Win-

nebago County, and settled on the west side of

Rock River in Rockford. He engaged in con-

tracting on the construction of the Erie Railroad

and gave the site for the dei)ot. He left behind

him many other evidences of his thrift and enter-

lirise. i\Iany buildings of the citj' were erected

I13 him, including one of the oldest blocks, which

beais his name. His death occurred in May, 1872,

and his wife departed this life in 1870, at the age

of sixty-nine years. They have one son still liv-

ing, Angus Davis, a resident of Bradford County,

Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Bensley have had two cliildren:

Eva, who is yet at home and Benjamin who died

in infancy.

Mr. Bensley has had a varied experience in life,

but farming has been his chief occupation and he

now devotes his time and attention to that line of

work in Cherry Valley Township, where he vwus

eighty acres of land which yield to him a golden

tribute. It has been his home since 1889, and is a

well-improved farm.

^jS^LIAKIM S. BARTHOLOMEW, an enterpris-

1^ ing and intelligent farmer of Harlem Town-

J''
—-

f: ship, Winnebago County, residing on section

36, claims New York as the State of his nativity.

He was born in Annsville, Oneida Count3% on the

18th of April, 182(1 The family is of Scotch ori-

gin, and was founded in this countr}- by Ebenezer

Bartholomew, grandfather of our subject, who was

born in Scotland and emigrated to America, set-

tling in Connecticut, where he spent the remainder

of his life. The father of our subject, Eben Bar-

tlioloiiiew, was a native of Woleott, Conn., and

was there reared and married, the lady of his

choice being Anna Simonds, who was born in

\'crmont, and is a daughter of Eliakim Simonds.

From Connecticut, Mr. Bartholomew and his wife

removed to Annsville, Oneida County, N. Y., where

his death occurred in 1832. He was quite a prom-

inent citizen of that community, and served as

County Sheriff. His widow afterwards became the

wife of David llurlburt. and the year 1847 wit-
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nessed her arrival in Harlem Township, Winne-

bago County, 111., where she sjient her last da3'S.

The subject of this sketch was only six 3'ears of

age when his father died. He remained with liis

mother until 1843, and then came to Illinois by

wa}' of the Erie Canal and the Lakes to Chicago,

and by team to this county, wliieh he found to be

a sparsely settled region. There were no railroads,

the nearest markets being Chicago and Milwaukee,

and the work of civilization and progress seemed

scarcely begun. Mr. Bartholomew began life in

the West as a farm hand, working for his grand-

father Sinnmds tliree years, after which lie rented

tlie land upon which he now resides. In 1847, he

went to Joliet, where he spent a year, after which

he returned to this count}', where he has made his

home continuously since, and during nearly the

entire time his present farm has been his home. It

is a well-developed tract of one hundred and sixt^'

.acres on section 36, Harlem Township. The land

is very valuable, the rich and fertile lields yield

him a golden tribute, and the improvements u[ton

his farm are among the best in the townshij).

On the loth of November, 1848, Mr. Bartholo-

mew was united in marriage with Louisa L.

Atwood, who was born in MiddleUeld, Berkshire

County, Mass., and is a daughter of Phineas .and

Hulda (Maskell) Atwood, who are mentioned fully

in the sketch of David Atwood, on another page

of this work. Tliree children have been born unto

our subject and his wife: .Lay F., who married

Belle Hart, by whom he has one daughter, Alice;

Jennie, wlio wedded Monroe Clark, and has one

son, Arthur, and Fred, who completes the family.

Mr. Bartholomew is a charter member of Har-

mony Grange No. 957, and has been a member tif

the County Agricultural Society since its organi-

zation. For twentj' years he has been one of the

oHicers of that society, serving for about half of

that time as General .Superintendent. He is Past

Master of Rockford Lodge No. 102, A. F. cfe A. M.,

and is a member of Winnebago Chapter No. 24, R.

A. M.; Crusader Commandery No. 17, K. T., and
of the Old Settlers' Society, of this county. In his

youth he had no special advantages, hut h.as made
the most of his opportunities, and is now a well-

informed old gentleman, highly respected by all

26

who know him and very popular with his friends.

He has long been identified with the history of

Winneb.ago County, and has borne his share in its

uiibuilding and advancement. His duties of citi-

zenship are ever faithfully performed, and he cer-

tainly is well deserving of representation in this

volume.

m-^^

m
+^§

HARLKS M. HULDT, a poiiular Swede, do.

business as a pattern-maker for the

Utter Manufacturing Company, has been

engaged in this connection for man}- 3ears and is

one of the most reliable, industrious men in the

employ of the comiiany. lie caine to Kockford

in 1866, and has since been connected with the

business interests of the city. He was one of the

stockholders of the Central Furniture Company,

and is also connected with (itlier enterprises. His

pleasant home is located on the corner of Second

Avenue and Sixth Street. He has been a me-

chanic all his life and was a lilacksmitli in liis na-

tive country, where he also owned a farm and

followed agricultural pursuits in connection with

his trade.

However, Mr. Huldt has spent the most of his

life as a pattern-maker, and at this he is veiy

skillful. To show that his work is appreciated,

and that he excels In his line of business, it may
be stated that in a contest at Kockford he received

the largest number of votes cast Iiy the people as

being the most popular wage-worker in the city.

This entitled him to a free trip to his native land,

and it is hardly necessary to add that he enjoyed

his visit and appreciated the kindness of his

friends.

Mr. Huldt was originally from Kalmar Laii,

Smoland Province, Sweden, born March 23, 1835,

and, as he grew to manhood, learned his trade,

which he followed until coming to the United

.States. He is the first of his kinsmen to come to

America. His father, Nels P. Carlson, is still re-

siding in Sweden and is now eighty-six years of

age. The latter followed farming during his en-

tire active life, but, in addition, was also engiiged

in blacksmithing. His mother lived to be ninety-
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two years of age, and his father nearly ninety'.

AH the old stock were members of the Swedish

Lutheran Church.

Since his residence in this country, Mr. Huldt

has had brothers and sisters emigrate hither, and

they are now living in tlie West and are all mar-

ried. He himself was married in his native province

to Miss LTllrica G. Carlson, who was born April

17, 1835, and whose parents, Carl and Anna G.

(Ilemingson) Johnson, were also natives of that

Province, passing their entire lives there. Her

father was a farmer. Mrs. Huldt has one brother

in this country, now a resident of Omaha, Neb.

Six cliildren have been born to Mr. and Mrs.

Huldt: Carl A., a farmer of Jackson County,

Minn., married Miss Tilda Nelson, of Rockford,

and they have three children: Maude, Kdith and

Florence; Sophia became the wife of Charles Nel-

son, a machinist for W. F. and John Barnes' Man-

ufacturing Company, Rockford, and has one child.

Rube E.; Amanda C. married Albert IloUem, of

whom see sketch in another part of this work;

John E. resides in Rockford and is foreman carver

of a furniture factory. Of his marriage have been

born four children: Ralph, Eben, Daisy and Stan-

le}'. Hattie L., educated in the business college,

is book-keeper for Withrow & Baird, dry-goods

merchants; Jennie L. is at home, and is being edu-

cated in the city schools.

In politics, Mr. Iluldt is a stanch Republican.

Socially, he is a prominent Mason, having occu-

pied all the oflices of the Blue Lodge No. 102,

and has been Worshipful Master for two years.

He is also a meml)er of Winnebago Chapter No.

21, has filled a number of the chairs, and is a

member of the Crusader Commandery No. 17. His

portrait is shown in this connection.

<^ )»,ILLIAM BUSKK. With the rapid and

\/iJi/ ''^'-''^'-h'
advance of the city of Rockford,

\^^ with the continual increase in her build-

ing operations, the trade of a mason-contractor is

one of primary importance, and is one on which

the first step of progress is dependent. To be a

good mason requires years of experience, and Mr.

Buske has had this. He has done some fine con-

tracting work for leading business houses, includ-

ing the Rockford Opera House, the Rockford

Burial Case "Works, the foundation for the Young
Men's Christian Association building, the Forest

City Knitting Company's large establishment and

two large stone banking liuildings for Gilbert

Woodruff, and has now under contract two large

school houses, the Brown and Montague school

buildings.

Mr. Buske came to this city in 1868, and was

engaged in journeyman work for some time. He

built the jail of this place and then went to Chi-

cago, just after the great fire of 1871, and was en-

gaged in following his trade at that place foi' two

years. Returning to Rockford, he has since been

actively engaged in contracting, and, besides the

above-mentioned buildings, there are the Emerson

it Talcott power-house, the large Germania Hall,

besides many private buildings which he has

erected. He owns a good business house at No.

505 West State Street, and a ver3' fine brick resi-

dence at No. 712 Elm Street, besides other property

in the city.

Our subject was born in Parmman, Prussia, on

the 20th of March, 1841, and was the first of the

family to take up his residence in this country. He
took passage on the vessel "Schiller," and landed

in Baltimore on the 2d of July. Six months later,

he came on to Rockford, being obliged to tarry

long enough in the former city to earn the money

to bring him to this. He has been so successful

since his residence in Rockford that his brother

Albert came over, and is now running the render-

ing works of this cit}'. The latter was married in

his native country and brought his wife with him.

The parents of these children passed their entire

lives in their native country, Prussia, and the

father was a wagon-maker by trade. He was a

hardworking, industrious man, and lived to be

eighty-four years of age. His wife died in 1889,

when seventy-two years of age. Both were mem-

bers of the Lutheran Church.

Our subject was married in his native province

two weeks before he came to America, and selected

as his wife Miss Henrietta Hofbert, who was also a

native of Prussia. Her father, August Hofbert, was



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 585

the owner of a large farm, and was a very snecess-

fiil tiller of the soil. He and his wife passed their

entire lives in Prussia, lived to be old [leople, and

were worthy members of tlie Lutheran Church.

One of their daughters, Mrs. Fredrica Gau, a

widow, resides at 156 Union Street, Chic-ay^), and

runs a milk depot.

Nine children have blessed the unit)n of uur

subject and wife, and are named as follows: Adoli)h,

a plumber and tinner of the firm of Roger it

Buske; Louie, now in the employ of a telephone com-

pany in Muskegon, Mich.; Anna, a seamstress; Eda,

William, Hattie, Clara, Walter and Richard, all but

one at home. Mr. and Mrs. Buske are possessed of

all those characteristics that make the people of

German^' so successful in their different occupa-

tions, and are surrounded b\' many warm friends.

Mr. Buske served his native country in the regu-

lar army, and from 1861 to 1866 was in the re-

bellion against Austria, participating in some of

the principal I'attles. He leans toward the Repub-

lican party in his political views.

r
' LANSON STEWARD is eminently a self-

WM\ made man, and is a fine type of the class

// (i) who, in building up their own fortunes,

have been important factors in securing

the prosperity and promoting the growth of their

State, county and township. Mr. Steward came to

this county more than forty years ago, a poor bo}'

with scarcel3' a dollar that he could call his own,

yet to-day he is numbered among the men of

wealth in this part of the State. For many years

he has been actively engaged in agricultural pur-

suits and owns one of the largest and most valua-

ble farms in the county, which is divided into four

parts, and includes a magnificent tract of one

thousand acres. It is exceptionally improved,

under perfect management, and is fitted with all

the modern conveniences in the way of buildings

and machinery.

Alanson Steward was born in that part of London
District now included in Elgin County, Province
of Ontario, Canada, February 20, 1823. His father.

AVilliam Steward, was born in the Niagara District

of Ontario, and of Scotch ancestry. He learned

the trade of a carpenter and joiner, and went to

London District when a young man, where he was

one of the pioneers in what is now Elgin County.

Securing a tract of Government laud which was

heavily timbered, he cleared his acreage and erected

thereon a log house, in which our subject was born.

There was no sawed lumber used in the house, and
the chimney was built of sticks, with mud on the

outside. There were no convenient markets for

some time, and the jiroducts of the farm provided

the family with the necessaries of life. The chil-

dren of the family were dressed in homespun ma-

terial, which the mother carded, spun and wove.

The father of our subject worked at his trade

the greater part of the time until 1846, when, with

his wife and seven children, he came to Illinois,

making the journey overland with teams, and cook-

ing and camping by the wa3-side. The two young-

est children were born in this county, one having

died in Canada. There were ten children. On
his arrival in Winneliago County, Mr. Steward set-

tled on what is now Owen Township, purchasing a

tract of wild prairie laud on section 15. There

being no house on the place, he rented a cabin, in

which he resided until the spring of 1847, in the

meantime erecting a comfortable structui'e on his

new farm. His wife bore the maiden name of So-

phia Long. She was born in the neighborhood of

Simcoe, Canada, and w.as the daughter of Abraham
Long, of German ancestry. She departed this life

at the old home farm.

Alanson Steward was a lad of thirteen vears

when he came to Illinois with his parents, and as

there were no railroads here for some time there-

after, he hauled the products of the farm to the

Chicago market, which was one hundred miles

away. Our subject continued to reside with his

[jarents until 1854, when he went to California,

via New York and the Isthmus of Panama. lie

was there employed on a farm in Monterey County
for a twelvemonth, then went to Coos County,

Ore., and was employed in the lumber woods for a

like period. Returning home at the expiration of

tliat time, Mr. Steward again engaged in fai'miug

with his brother on the old homestead. Four years
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later, he piircliased one hundred and sixty acres of

land where he now resides, eight acres of which

were broken, but which contained no other im-

provements. He erected thereon a fine set of frame

buildings, planted fruit and shade trees, and other-

wise improved the farm. His acreage at the pres-

ent time includes nine hundred and sixty acres of

l)rairie land, besides forty acres of timber in Harri-

son Township.

The day and year on which our subject was uni-

ted in marriage to Miss Malinda Welton was .Tune

18, 1866. The lady was born in Elgin County,

Ontario, Canada, and was the daughter of John

and Christiana (Barstido) Welter, on the father's

side of the house, natives of Pennsylvania and of

German ancestry. To j\Ir. and Mrs. Steward have

been born ten children, viz.: Ella S., Nelson F.,

William ,J., Mary A., Hattie M., Alauson G., James

E., Charles A., Nora B., and Bird. Mrs. Steward

is a member in good standing of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and, in politics, her husband is a

stanch Republican.

? ' 1 ' I
I

•I^OBERT HENDERSON. This prominent

\l^ resident of the farming community of

iii w Boone County is at present residing in a

^P pleasant home on section 21, Caledonia

Township, where he has an estate which bears evi-

dence of the enterprise and progressiveness of its

owner. He was born in Argyleshire, Scotland,

November 12, 1832, and is the son of Lionel Hen-

derson, who was also born in that country. The
grandfather of our subject, Archie Henderson, and

his wife spent their entire lives in Scotland, where

they were well-to-do people.

Lionel Henderson was reared and educated in his

native shire and was trained in early life to agri-

cultural pursuits. lie resided there until 1841,

then, in company with his wife and two children,

set sail from Glasgow and landed in Quebec,

whence he went directly to Gananoque. Mi-.

Henderson remained in Canada for two 3'ears, and

as he was very poor and the times exceedinsily

hard, he .saw little chance of bettering his condition

in the Dominion and in 1843 came to Illinois. On

his arrival in Boone County, he had $10 worth of

leather and $5 in Canadian money, which w.as

liositively worthless. He made a claim to a tract of

Government land on .section 28, Caledonia Town-

ship, which is now occupied by his son John.

Many i>eople who, like himself, were too poor to

enter their land, were holding their claims in the

vicinity, while those who had money were entering

good claims, regardless of the fact that tiiey were

occupied. Mr. Henderson gave a gentleman to

understand it would not be safe for him to enter

his claim and so was unmolested. He borrowed the

money to pay for his property for which he was

taxed fifty-nine per cent, interest. The corn which

he raised on his place he shelled by hand, and was

only able to get twelve .and a half cents a bushel for

it, and in this way he paid the interest on the bor-

rowed money. Wheat, which sold at from fifty to

sixtj'-two and a half cents a bushel when hauled to

Chicago and twenty-flve cents at home, jiaid off

the principal, and thus by good management and

perseverance, Mr. Henderson accumulated a fair

competency. He died on the old home farm August

26, 1874, when ninety-one years and ten months

of age.

The maiden name of the mother- of our subject

was Margaret Ralston, who departed this life April

26, 1878, when eighty-four }'ears of age. She was

a daughter of John and Belle (Brown) Ralston

and became the mother of two children, John and

Robert. The parents of our subject were both

members of the Willow Creek Presbyterian Church.

The father first voted with the Democratic party,

but being opposed to the extension of slaveiy, on

the formation of the Republican party voted for its

candidates.

Robert Henderson was a lad of eleven years when

he came to Illinois with his parents, and acquired

a good knowledge of the English language in the

log schoolhouse of that early day. On his arrival

in Illinois, he worked out on farms during the sum-

mer months, for which he received $6 per month

and board. When not otherwise employed, he as-

sisted his father in conducting the farm and drove

the ox-team to Chicago to market their grain. In

1859, our subject caught the gold fever and started

overland to Pike's Peak. Crossing the Mississippi
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River at Fulton and Missouri River at Omaha, Mr.

Henderson journeyed to Ft. Kearne}- where he met

relatives who were returning and who gave such

discouraging reports that he concluded to turn

about and return home.

In 1862, he of whom we write and Miss Ellen

Ralston were united in marriage. The lady was

born in Watertown, "Washington Count}', Ohio,

and was a daughter of Robert Ralston, who had his

birth in Argyleshire, Scotland. Her father com-

menced clerking when fourteen years of age at

Greenock and continued so employed until 1832,

when he came to America and located in Water-

town, where he was engaged in teaching school

until 1850. He then came to Illinois and locating

in Harlem Township, Winnebago County, pur-

chased a tract of land, the operations of which he

superintended, and resided there until his decease

July 18, 1890. The maiden name of the mother of

Mrs. Henderson was Nancy Biggins and she is still

living at the old home. She was born in Water-

town, Ohio, and was the daughter of John and

Sarah (Orrison) Biggins, the former of whom was a

native of Virginia. They were members of tlie

Willow Creek Presbyterian Church, and the father

in politics was a Republican, serving on that ticket

as a Justice of the Peace for thirty-sis years.

To Mr. and Mrs. Henderson have been born four

children: Belle, Maggie, Robert H. and J. William.

The family are members of the Presbyterian

Church. In 1878, Mr. Henderson visited his old

home in Scotland, and in 1886 with his wife left

Caledonia Township and crossed the Atlantic,

visiting Edinburg and Glasgow the second time.

In his political belief, our subject is a stanch Re-

publican, in which party he is an active worker.

—5- ^>-^^<m
^^1 LEXANDER CAMERON, one of the pros-

(W/JII perous and well-known farmers of Ciierrj-

Valle}' Township, Winnebago County, was

born in Scotland, in 1833, and is a son of

James and Sophia (Skinner) Cameron. His ances-

tors were farmers and mechanics. Hispai'ents had

a familj' of four sons and one daughter: Christian,

now deceased; Mrs. Alexander Skinner, who died

in Scotland; Alexander, James; William, who died

in his native land; and Andrew, who died in Rock-

ford, in the spring of 1882, leaving a family.

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and

youth under the parental roof, and on attaining

his majority- emigrated to Americn, in April, 18.'j4,

settling in Ashland County, Ohio. lie there

learned the bLaeksmith's trade, and before coming

to this counti-y hail learned the trade of shoe-mak-

ing with his father. In 1S,")7, we find him a resi-

dent of Rockford, and he opened a blacksmith

shop at No. 1 15 South First Street, where Sackett's

store now stands. He was in partnership with

William Ryhurn, his wife's brother, and they did

a large business, having two shops on opposite

sides of the street.

In 1860, Mr. Cameron was united in marriage to

Miss Jane, daughter of William .and Ann (Mitch-

ell) Ryburn. She was also a native of .Scotland,

and came to this countrj' during the same j-ear in

which her husband crossed the Atlantic. They be-

gan their domestic life in Rockford, where Mr.

Cameron continued to engage in lilncksmithing

for twenty-one years. However, in tlic fall of

1862, he purchased his present farm of one hun-

dred and seventy acres on section 28. Cherry \a\-

ley Townshii), removing to it on the 11th of

March, 187H. He has since extended its bounda-

ries until it now comprises three hundred and five

acres of valuable land, all of which are under a high

state of cultivation, and well improved. He came

to this country almost empty luinded. On land-

ing in Ohio, he had only ^o, yet few men have

been more i)rospered than Mr. Cameron, who now
owns one of the best farms in this community, sup-

plied with good buildings and all the accessories

of a model farm. He also raises a good grade of

stock, and the neat appearance of ever^'thing upon

the place indicates his thrift and enter])rise.

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron have three sons and one

daughter: .Tames, William, Mary T. and Alex.an-

der. They also lost one son, John, who died .Sep-

tember 1, 1872, at the age of seven months. The
three sons aid the fatiier m the operation of

the home farm. The daughter is now the wife of

William Vogt, a resident farmer of Ogle County.

They have one son and have buried two daugh-
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ters. This family is one widely and favoraljly

known throughout the conununity, and hold in

high esteem liy their many fri(>iids. Mr. Cameron

east liis first Presidential vote for Ahraham Lin-

eoln. and has since supported the liepuliliean

liart3-.

^T/OIIN .lACOr.SON. That nourishing liusi-

ness enterprise, the Rockford Painting

and Decorating Company, of which Mr.

'' Jacobson is a prominent member, was es-

tablished March 1, ISSH. and lias since been in

sneee^srul operation at >;o. 11 1 South Third Street.

This lirm carries a stock valued at 110,000, and

has a branch ollicc at No. (1 1:5 Seventli Street.

Both stores are fdled with a choice line of goods,

and the meml.icrs of the lirm are men of experi-

ence and ability.

John Jacobson came to Rockford in 1871, and

began business as a i)ainter and decorator, meet-

ing with success from the beginning. lie gave

his entire attention to his business since the time

he was fourteen years of age, and with such sub-

stantial results that he is now the owner of a

pleasant home at No. 1000 Ninth Avenue, Rock-

ford. He was born in AVester Gothland Province,

Sweden, Octol)er G, 1848, learned his trade in

Falkoping, and afterward worked as a journe\'-

man for four years. Then, with his mother, two

brothers and a sister, he sailed for the United

States, reaching New York City on the 5th of

Januarj-, 1!^71. The little family came direct to

Rockford, to which city the father, Joseph Jacob-

son, had come in 18GS, and here made their home.

Tiic mother, whose maiden name was Mary Krus,

passed away in the fall of IH'.d, when seventy-

three 3'ears of age. She was a member of the

Swedish Lutheran Church, and her hu.sband, who

is still living and a resident of Alia, Iowa, held

membership in the same. lie is now seventy-two

years of age.

John Jacobson was the second in order of birth

of live children, three S(.)ns and two daughters, all

of whom are living and are as follows: Henry

resides in Hock Island, where he was graduated

from college June 18, 1892, as a minister of the

Lutheran Church; he married Miss Ilattie Ander-

son, of Iowa. Rev. Fritz, a graduate of the same

college in .lune, IS'.il , also of Yale College, and

now I'rofessor of Philosophy in a college of

New Haven, is pastor of a Swedish Lutheran

Church and married Miss Othelia Holland, daugh-

ter of the Rev. M. Holland, of Stanton, Iowa.

Tdda became tlie wife of Ali)ha Bodin, and they

now reside on a farm near Alta, Iowa. Amanda
niarried Charles J. Larson, who is also a farmer of

Alta, Iowa.

The gentleman whose name heads this sketch

was niarried in Rockford to Miss Carrie Buekland,

a native of Sweden, born February 13, 1852. She

came to America alone in May, 1868, and joined a

brother, John, who is now a shoemaker in Rock-

ford, wiuther he came in May, 1854, lieing one of

the first Swedish settlers. Their parents died in

Sweden, where the fatiier was a successful tiller of

the soil.

Of the eight children born to l\Ir. and Mi's.

Jacobson, three died young, viz: Carl, Herman

and Otto E. Those living are: Alga ()., Ellen

II., Evan C, Carl W. and Julius E.. all at homo.

In politics, Mr. Jacobson is a Republican, and in

religion he and his wife are exemplary nieinbers of

the Zion Lutheran Church.

OIIN A. BROWN. During the '50s there

was an immense emigration to the United

States by residents of that grand old coun-

try, Sweden, which seems somehow to instill

into her sons and daughters the traits of character

that make them successful and popular wherever

fate leads their footsteps. Among those who

sought out new homes for themselves in this coun-

try, was John A. Brown, who made his first appear-

ance in Rockford, in May, 1856. He came here a

poor man, and what he has accumulated in the

way of this world's goods has been the fruits of

his own exertions.

A native of Smol.and Province, born October 5,

1829, Mr. Brown became inured to hard labor at
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an early age, and after reaching mature 3^ears, he

(leterniiued to try his fortune in the States. lie

took passage at Gottenburg, and after spending

the first winter in New York State, subsequently

went to Connecticut, and thence to Roekford, 111.,

where his parents and a sister were then residing.

The father, Andrew Anderson Brown, after spend-

ing a number of j'ears in this country, longed for

one more glimpse of his native soil, and returning,

died there when eighty years of age. His father

boie the name of Brown, which was the real fam-

ily name, and our subject had it transferred to

himself. The mother of our subject, whose maiden

name was Sarah .Johnson, quietly passed away in

Roekford, at the advanced age of eight^'-two. Like

very many of the Swedish people, they were mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church. Three of their

daughters are living, and two, Mrs. Spherf and Mrs.

Lilleblad, are much esteemed citizens of Roekford.

The other daughter, Mrs. .John Johnson, is a resi-

dent, it is thought, of Wisconsin or Minnesota.

Before leaving his native country, Mr. Brown

selected as his companion in life Miss Emily Lille-

blad, a lady of much culture and refinement, who
was born in Joukoping Lan, Smoland Province,

Sweden, on the 14th of August, 1830. She was

the only child born to her parents, and her father,

John Lilleblad, died when she was very young.

The mother died a number of 3'ears later, while on

her way to the United States.

Mr. Brown 's political attiliations are with the Re-

publican party, and he takes an active interest in

local and county politics. He is public spirited

and enterprising, and is prominently identified

with all movements of a laudable nature. He and

his wife are very devoted Christian people, in the

true sense of that word, and active working mem-
bers of the Swedish Lutheran Church, of which

both are old and prominent members. Of the six

children born to their union, only three arc now
living: Ida M., wife of L. F. Johnson, a successful

merchant at Crystal Falls. Mich., is the mother of

six children; Iluldah C, widow of Albert Larson,

resides with her parents, and has one son, Harold
H. C; and Frank II., a watch-maker by trade, and
a commercial traveler for the Star Furniture Fac-

tory of Roekford, makes that city his home, and

resides with his parents. The children deceased

were named as follows: Frank G., Ileiny and
(ieorge. Mr. Brown is now engaged in the ma-
chine shops of the Utter M.anufacturing Comiiany,
and has a comfortable and commodious home at

No. 120.3 Third Avenue.

'^

IMMONS P. TERWILLIGER, deceased,

was born in Preble, Cortland County, N. Y.,

.Tune 17, 1820, and was a son of Green and
Martha (Pearsol) Terwilliger, both natives

of the Empire State. They spent their last days in

the town of Preble, where the father cleared and
developed a farm from the wilderness. His wife

died in 1864, and two 3 ears later he came to Bel-

videre, where his death occurred.

Our sulijectsupi)lemented his early education by
study in the Homer Academy, and afterward took

up the study of medicine. He later attended

the medical college in Buffalo, and in 1847 visited

Chicago, where he continued his studies, and was

graduated. He commenced practice in Algonquin,

McHenry County, 111., where he resided until 18 19,

when he came to Belvidere and engaged in the

drug business. A few years later, he opened a

hardware store, which he carried on for some time.

In 1849, Mr. Terwilliger wedded Frances Mitch-

ell, who was born in Peterboro, Hillsboro County,

N. H. Her father, Jonathan Mitchell, and grand-

father, Benjamin Mitchell, were both natives of

the same town, and Samuel Mitchell, the great-

grandfather, was a native of Londonderiy, N. H.,

it is thought. He became one of the first settlers

of Peterboro secured a water-power in that local-

ity, and erected one of the first gristmills in that

section of the country. The grandfather spent his

entire life in Peterboro as a farmer. He married

Martha Steele, who was born in that locality, and
never left it until called to the home beyond. The
father of Mrs. Terwilliger was reared and educated

in his native county-, and in 1839 removed to

Cortland Count}-, N. Y., where he purchased a

farm, making it his home for three years. He then

removed to the village of Preble, upon which he

resided until 18.')0. when he came to Illinois, and
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spent the remainder of his d.ws in Belvidere, his

death occurring October '20. IXftS. He married

Sarah White, a native of tlie Granite Stale, and a

dau4jhter of John and Kli/.al)eth (Smith) White.

Ilcr (h'alli occurred in riclvidcre, .lanuary 20, ISGl.

Mr. Terwillig-cr of tins sketcli continued business

in this city until 1883, when he was called to the

home be^'ond. He was a Universalist in religious

belief, and one of the leading members of the or-

ganization here. His wife, a most estimable lady,

is a member of the Presbyteiian Church. She

has three children: Irving', Cashier of the Second

National Bank of Belvidere; Helen A., wife of

Lewis A. Seaman; and Alice at home. The family

is OIK- \videl_y and favorably Iciiown in this com-

munity, the memliers of the household ranking

high in social circles. The dentli of the husband

and father was deeply regretted by a large circle

of friends, for he was one of the valued citizens of

the community.

RS. ANNA CHESTER, who is at present

residing on a splendid estate on section

10, LcRoy Township, Boone C'ounty, is

the daughter of ()le and Betsey (Sondre-

son) Oleson. She was btirn in Norw.ay in 1835

and came to America in the fall of 181<i. in com-

pany with her parents. Tlic party set sail on the

brig "Uno" from Amdahl and landed in New
York six weeks later. They wi'nt iiy water to

Milwaukee, where they seeui'cd a team which took

them to Blue Mound, Wis., where the father pur-

chased eighty acres of land. After a residence

there of one vvinter, Mr. Oleson sold his property

and removed to Rock County, Wis., where he be-

came the proprietor of eiglity acres and resided

until his decease in 1850. While making her

home at Ft. Dodge, Iowa, with lier daughter

Helen, Mrs. Edwin Haatvedt, the motlier died

June 1, 181)2, at the advanced age of ninety-seven

years.

Our subject was married in Rock County, Wis.,

May 10, 1850, to Lawrence Chester. He was a

son of Chester and Nellie Chesterson. who came
from Norway to America in 1K1!I, when their son

was fourteen years of age. The father, who had

been an invalid for many j^ears, died while en

route to this country and was consigned to a

watery grave. Mr. and Mrs. Chesterson were the

parents of four children and were accompanied on

their removal to America by a son and daughter,

one having been left in their native country. The
eldest son had preceded them two years to their

new home.

Mr. Chester located with his widowed mother

on forty acres of land in Boone County, soon after

which he added forty acres more. A few years

later, he purchased one hundred and twenty acres,

and in 1870 added to liis already splendid estate

eighty acres, for which he paid ^2,200. His mother

departed this life in the fall of 1872, when eighty

years of age. Our suliject brought her husliaud

at the time of her marri.age a dowry of $400, one

cow, one sheep and one horse. To Mr. and Mrs.

Chester have been born twelve children, all of

whom grew to mature years with the exception of

four. Nellie died when fifteen years of age; Nel-

lie (second) died at two years; Betsey wlien eigh-

teen .and Jnlia at the age of sixteen years. The
living arc Charles, Oscar, John Scvei't, Edward,

Martin William, Frank Theodore, David Samuel

and Henry Bennett.

Lawrence Chester was one of the early settlers

of this township and passed through many of the

hardships which beset the path of a pioneer. As

before stated, he was fourteen years of age when

locating here and for the first five years in his new

home worked out on farms by the month. The
first land of which he became the owner was a

timbered tract, which by persistent industry he

cleared and placed under excellent cultivation.

He met with a severe accident when twenty-seven

years old by losing his right arm in a threshing

machine, and for twenty-five years thereafter per-

formed more hard farm labor than most men with

liotli their arms. When lifty-two years of .age, he

broke his leg, which accident finally resulted in liis

death, July 30, 1883.

Mr. and Mrs. Chester were memliers in good

standing of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, of

which body the children are also members. Mr.

Chester erected a house valued at $2,000 which was
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the result of honest toil and etonomy. His liaiid-

some farm gives abundant evidence tliat heundiT-

stood business as a farmer and possessed the enter-

prise and energ}' essential to keeping his estate

in good shape and nialving it abundantly product-

ive. A view of the residence and surroundings on

the farm of Mrs. Cliester apiiears on anotlier (lage.

ARAH E. OOODHUE, who is living on a

farm on section 29, New INIilford Town-
ship, is numbered among the early settlers

of Winnebago County. She is a daugliter

of Daniel and Klizabeth (Lawrence) Goodhue, the

former a native of Clieshire County, N. H., and the

latter of Weston, Windsor County, Vt. They

were married in AVeston, and sj^ent two years in

that locality, where Mr. Goodhue owned a timber

tract, from which he made shingles. He afterward

sold out and removed to Elyria,01iio, whence they

emigrated to Illinois in the spring of 183G. They

made the journey with two yoke of oxen and a

yoke of cows, and after ten weeks of travel, ar-

rived at their destination on the 4th of JNlarch,

1836.

.Settling on section 29, New Milford Township,

Mr. Goodhue made a claim, wliich he improved,

obtaining the deed to the land in 1842. He and

his family bore manv hardships and trials incident

to pioneer life and oftentimes had hardly anything

to live on except what they gained from hunting

and fishing, Ijut as the years jiassed their farm be-

came productive and they were in more comfort-

able circumstances. The father died September 9,

1869, at the age of sixty-nine j'ears, and his wife

was called to her final rest in January, 1871, at the

age of seventy-three years. They were buried in

the cemetery near their iiome. They harl lost

three children in infancy, their daughter Sarah

being the only surviving member of the family.

Tiie lady whose name heads this sketch lias al-

ways resided upon the old homestead, a view of

which accompanies this sketch. She has been twice

married. On the I3tli of January, 1856, she lie-

came the wife of William II. MeCammond, and in

Septeinber, 1858, she gave her hand in marriage to

Edward E. Price, a native of Montgomeryshire,

Wales. Slic. has lust three cliildren wiio died in

early youlli, and one son, Daniel L. MeCummond.
died October 4, 1880, at the age of twenty-four

years. She has seven children yet living: Margarey

E., Edward J., Thomas C; Albtu-tie E., now Mrs.

Van Fleck; Lillian F., Lennra L. and Lcora F...

twins.

Mrs. Goodhue has led a busy and useful life.

She now owns two hundred and eight acres of land

in the home farm, beside thirteen acres of good

timber land in Nolile Grove, and her projierty

yields her a good income. She has many friends

tliroughout the community where she has long

made her home and is both widelj- and favorably

known.

-^-^+'^[

Alexander falconer. One of the

finest farms within the limits of Winne-

bago Township is owned and occupied by

Mr. Falconer, and is represented by a view

on another page of this volume. The main points

in the histor}' of the subject of this notice are as

follows: He is the son of Hugh Falconer, and was

born in Ross-shire, Scotland, M.ay 8, 1836. His fa-

ther was also a native of that place, and followed

his trade of a carpenter and joiner in Scotland un-

til 1847, when, accompanied b}' his wife and four

children, he emigrated to America, emliarking at

Liverpool in the sailing-vessel "Kalamazoo." Thej'

landed in New York twentj-eight days later, and,

coming directly to Winnebago County, located in

that part of New Milford Township now included

in Rockford Township, where they resided for five

years. At the end of that time the father pur-

chased property in Winnebago Township, where he

remained until his decease.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Catherine McDonald; she was also born in Ross-

shire, and died on the home farm in this township.

Our subject was the third in order of birth in the

parental family of four children, his brothers and

sister being Rolieit, James and Catherine. Alex-

ander, our subject, was a lad of eleven 3'ears on
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taking Hip dcean voyngo to tlie New World and

resido.d with liis [laipuls until his mai'riage; after-

ward lio (.untinucd to I'ann with his brothers for

four years, and then, removing to Roekford Town-

sliip, rented property for two years, when he re-

turned and managed his fatlier-in-law's farm for

six years, during which time he purchased the i)laee

•whicli he now owns and occui)ies on section 14.

April 4, 1866, Miss Ann Elliott, a native of

Yorkshire, England, became Mrs. Alexander Fal-

coner. Her father, John Elliott, was also a native

of the same shire, and the son of .Toseph Elliott,

who spent his entire life in England. The father

of Mrs. Falconer was reared to agricultural pur-

suits, and followed fanning in his native land un-

til 1842, when, with his wife and seven children,

he took pass.age in a sailing-vessel "Prince Edward"

.and landed in New York after a V03'age of eight

weeks and two days. They came to Illinois l_\y

the most convenient route, .and on coming to Win-

nebago County, found Roekford to lie little more

than a hamlet. IMost of the land in the western

part of the county was still owned by the (iovern-

ment, and deer c'ould be seen from the doorw.ay

I'oaming over the plains. AVolves would often

come into the yard and make night hideous with

their howls. Mrs. Falconer vividly recalls the hard

times that her peoi)le had to contend with in

evolving a home out of the primitive wilderness.

Mr. Elliott made a claim to the northwest quar-

ter of section 14, in what is now Winnebago Town-
ship, but when it came into market, speculatoi's

getting ahead of him, made him pay double price

for the land. He at once built a frame house on
the pLace, and .as there were no railroads in the

county, for .several years after locating here he

conveyed his grain to tlie Chicago markets with

ox-teams. In the warm weather he took i]rovi-

sions along and camped by the w.ayside, but dur-

ing the winter .season w.as obliged to put up at the

taverns. Mr. Elliott improved a farm of two hun-

dred and forty acres, on which he resided until his

decease, December 23, 1883. The maiden name of

his wife w.as Susannah Dawson, a native of York-
shire, F;ngland, who departed this life on the home
farm in l.s(;2. lie reared two sons and eight

daughters: Sarah. George, Elizabeth, Hannah, Su-

san, Emma (who died February 18, 1892), Ann,

John, Esther and Fallen. John served in Com-

pan}' C, Seventy-fourth Illinois Infantry, during

the late w.ar, and died in the service.

The six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Falconer

are Hugh (who died at the age of eleven years),

Susan, George, Kate, Alexander and Florence.

Il@«@@l^l^^^

ILLIAIM H. MILLER, who is one of the

well-known citizens of Roekford, w.as born

at Mt. Morris, Livingston County, N. Y.,

M.ay 13, 1835. His father, the Hon. Hor.ace Miller,

w.as a native of Berkshire Count}', Mass., where he

w.as born in 1798, and was a son of Jonathan ]\Iil-

ler, who removed from Mass.achusetts to New York

and for a time resided in Albany before removing

to Mt. Morris, where he resided during his later

years. The maiden name of his wife was Case.

The father of our subject was quite a 3'oung

chilli when his parents changed their home from

M.as.sachu setts to New York. He married in Am-
sterdam. Montgomery Count}', and removed to

Livingston County in 1817, becoming an early

settler there. Upon the tract of timber land which

he bought, he erected in the midst of the wilder-

ness a log house, in which most of his children

were liorn. For many years after making his

home in Western New York, there were no rail-

roads or canals, and transportation and communi-

cation from one part of the country to the other

were difficult and slow. He cleared quite a tract

of land and resided there imtil 1839, during which

year he removed with his wife and six children to

Illinois. The removal was made b}' team to Buf-

falo and from there teams and all were shipped by

steamer to Chicago, where they disemb.arked and

teamed it from that city to Winnebago County.

'J'hc Hon. Horace IMiller had visited this section

of the county the winter previous to his removal,

and his brother, E. G. Miller, had bought him a

claim to a tract of Government land near the

month of the Kisliwaukee River. At tliat time,

there was a vill.age located very near the junction

of that stream with the Rock River, which was for

some time quite a nourishing settlement. The fa-



PORTRAIT AND BIOORAPmCAL RECORD. r)H5

ther of our subject lidHijlit a linuso in that village

and moved it on his land. Tlu'ie wui'e then no

railroads here and the markets were Chicago, Gal-

ena, Dubuque and Milwaukee. He dealt largclj'

in live stock in addition to carrying on farming,

and was a successful man, adding to his landed es-

tate until at one time he had twelve hundred and

fifty acres. He resided on the farm until about

the year 1861, when he came to Rockford and

lived a retired life until his death in 1864.

Hannah Clark was the maiden name of the mo-

ther of our subject and she w.as born in Amster-

dam, Rlontgomery Count}', N. Y., Feliruary 2,

1800, and was a daughter of William Clark. She

lived until 1877 and died in Rockford, leaving the

following children: Clark; Sarah, who married

Hiram Waterman; N. Eliza, who is the wife of

Philip W. Marsh; Horace, who resides in INIt.

Vernon, Iowa; H. Caroline, who married the Hon.

William Brown, of Rockford, and William H. All

reside in this cit}' with the exception of Horace.

The father was m his political sympathies first a

Whig and later a Republican. He filled various

offices of trust and responsibilitj' in Winnebago

County and represented the count}' in the State

Legislature, being elected thereto in the fall of

1850.

He of whom we write was but four years old

when he made the famous journey with his par-

ents from the East to the West and he remembers

distinctl}' the difficulties of that trip and the in-

cidents of change and the new home. For some

time after their settlement here, deer and other

kinds of wild game were plentiful. He early com-

menced making himself useful on the farm and

attended school also during a part of each 3'ear.

He resided with his parents until they removed to

the city and then assumed the management of the

home farm until 1865. During that year, he took

a trip West and spent nearly a year traveling. In

1866, he bought fourteen acres of land in the cit}^

and later bought thirty-one acres of the Churchill

farm close to the city and engaged in daily farm-

ing. In 1877, he built his present residence, a

commodious brick house in modern stj-le of arch-

itecture, occupying ample and delightful grounds

on a site that commands a jileasant view.

Tlif marriage of INIr. Miller in 18o".l united him

with Jennie E. Phillips, who was Ijoni near Plalte-

ville, (irant County, Wis., and whose father, Henry

B. Phillips, was born in New York State, Novem-

ber 8, 1810. He was a son of William Phillips.

who was luirn in Canada and who came to Illiiidis

during the j'ear in which it was admitted .as a

State into the I'ninn. He served in the interests

of this country as a Lieutenant in (he War of 1812,

and received a land warrant in p.ayment for his

services. With that land warrant, he located a

tract of one hundred and sixt}' acres of Land in

Henry County, where ho resided until his death,

which occurred about a year later. The maiden

name of his wife w,as Elizabeth Baxter. She was

born in Connecticut and died in Grant County,

Wis., in 1837.

The father of Mrs. IMiller soon after his father's

death w,as apprenticed to a tanner in Pittsfield,

Pike County, 111., and lived with him until 1830,

when, not liking the trade, he went to Galena and

from there, with others, sought that part of the

Territoiy of Michigan now included in Iowa, .and

engaged in mining on or near the present site of

Dubuque, where the land was at the time owned
bjf the Indians. The red m.an asserted his rights

and drove them awiij- and for some time they

were prisoners on an island near l\y. In 1832, he

served under Capt. Hathaway in the BLack Hawk
War. He w,as with the troops in pursuit of Black

Hawk through Illinois and Wisconsin and was

present at Bad Axe when that wiley chief was

captured.

After the war, Mr. Phillips setLled near Platte-

ville. Grant County, Wis., and having purchased a

tract of Government land erected a log house, in

which Mrs. Miller was born, but which w.as aband-

oned some six weeks later by the famil}', who
moved to a frame house. For many years, there

were no railroads in Wisconsin and the nearest

markets of any size were Galena and IMilwaukee.

He was one of the earliest .agents in that section of

the county for the McCormick Reaper and other

kinds of farm machinery. He resided on liis farm

until 1861, after which he resided ten years in

Platteville and then removed to Indei)endence,

Iowa, where he remained until 1886, at which
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lime lie went. Id Atlaiitn, (>:\.. wliere lie still lives.

The in;ii<len nariie of tlie uiiither of J\lrs. Aliller

w.as Lueiiula Slo.aii. Sbe was liorn in Mt. Vernon,

Ky., and her father, John Sloan, ramoved from

his native home in ^'irginia to Kentucky and

thence to Missouri, living at St. Charles for a time,

and then going to Dubnque, Iowa, where he was

one of the first i)ernianent settlers, lie bought a

farm two miles from the city and there spent the

remainder of his days. His wife before her mar-

riage bore the name of Jennie Boatwright. Mr.

and Mrs. Miller have two children: Klla G., who

is now tlie wife of Robert B. Whipple, and Mabel

J. The political views of our subject are in ac-

cordance with Prohibition doctrines, and he and

liis good wife are .active .and earnest members of

the Centennial Methodist Episcopal Church.

^p^EOKOK M. HAINES, M. D., now one of

[|[ ,^— the ic.'iding |)hysicians of Durand, has been

^^^J! a rcMdent liere since November, 1877. He

was l.iorn in (Jrle.ans Country, Vt.. Se])tember 1),

ll^lG, and is the son of Moses and Deborah W.

(Clark) Haines, natives respectivelj- of Vermont

and New Hampshire. Samuel Haines, the progeni-

tor of the family in the United States, was born

in Shrewsbury, England, ill Kio;!. He was a son

of John Haines, Sr., and in IG.'J;') sailed with a

p;iily to America, at which time the vessel was

wrecked off the coast of Maine. The survivors

made their way by land southward toward the

Massachusetts Colony. They located, however, in

Portsmouth, and tlius was founded the first set-

tlement in New Hampshire. Samuel Haines was a

Deacon in the Congregational Church and died

about 1680.

The second son of the above-named gentleman

was also calh^l Samuel and had his birth in Ports-

mouth ill 1(1 l(i. lie w.as married to Mary Eiheld,

who was also born in New Hamiishire, and dic(l in

ICHS. 'I'hcy were the parents of three sons and
three daughters, one of wlioiii. William, was born

in Portsmouth, January 7, I(I7S, and died in 17()(l;

he w.as married to Mary Lewis, of C^aseo Ba\-, and

to them were liorn five sons and four daughters.

Of these, Matliias was liorn in (h-eenland, N. II.,

March 17, 1712, and died March 28, 1795, having

been married to Abigail Slierburn, also of Green-

land, that State. Of their sons, Mathias w.as born

October 11, 1744, and died August 22, 1808. His

wife, Sarah Hall, of Chester, N. H., was born Sep-

tember 11, 17.')3, and departed this life Septem-

lier 4, 1844, after having become the mother of

nine children. Of that family, Moses K. was born

in Raymond, N. H., February 1.3, 1774, and died

January 15, 1856. He had been thrice married,

his first wife, to whom he was united in 1797, bore

the name of Abigail May and died, leaving three

children. His second union, which occurred in

1814, was with Jemimah Leach, by whom he be-

came tlie father of two children. His last wife

was Rachel Babbitt, to whom he w.as married in

1838.

The youngest son of Moses K. Haines by his sec-

ond marriage was .also named Moses, and was born

on the 29th of December, 1818, and married March

8, 1842, to the lady who bore tlie name of Deborah

W. Clark, who was born May 31, 1815, and died

March 13, 1882. They became the parents of five

children: Abigail D., who was born March 22,

1843, married J. I). S. Olnistead and makes her

home in Greensboro, Vt. (ieorge M., our suliject,

was the second in order of birth; Cepiias C, who

was born October 3, 1849, married Clara E. Cal-

derwood and also resides in Greensboro, Vt.; Sum-

ner C., who w.as born January 23, 1852, died in

1886, unmarried; Alma J., who was liorn Feb-

ruary 8, 1854, married Austin Rich and is living

in Glover, Vt.

The original of this sketch p.assed his earl^' life

on the home farm and in attendance at the dif-

ferent schools in his vicinity. When reaching his

m.ajority, he commenced the study of medicine

with Dr. .S. R. Corey, of Craftsbury, Vt., as his

preceptor. He later took a course of lectures at

the University of Vermont, and w.as subsequently

graduated from the College of Physicians and

Surgeons of New York City. Dr. Haines then

located near his native place, where he practiced

his profession for three years, and then, going to

Orford, N. II., remained for four years, at the end
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of which time he came to Durand and, with the

exception of two years spent at La IIar|iu, Kan.,

has been a resident of this place.

Dr. Ilaines and Miss Octavia L. (ioudrich were

united in marriage September 28, 1870. The lady,

who was burn in Greensboro, Orleans County.

Vt., October 21, 1844, was tlie daughter of .1. A.

and Octavia A. (AVrigiit) Goodricli. To them

have been granted a family of five children, viz:

Mary, who died when two years of age; Emma
L.; Fred, who died when nine mouths old; George

C. and Helen W.

The Doctor is not interested in politics other

than to cast a Republican vote at elections. He
is a member of the Winnebago and Stephenson

Counties Medical Societies, and for many years

was an active member of the Odd Fellovvs' lodge.

He has always been a firm supporter of religion

and is a member of the Congregational Church.

He is justly regarded as one of the ablest general

practitioners in this section of the State. Begin-

ning his medical career with a fine theoretical

knowledge, he has been studious, discriminating,

and desirous of adding to the store of his learn-

ing all that modern investigation has to enrich the

fields of therapeutical science.

"jl7 EWIS P. ANDERSON, Superintendent and

I (^ Manager of the Derwent sash, door and

J^^ blind factory, is numbered among the early

settlers of Rockford, where he has made his home

since 1854. In the j'ears that have since followed,

he has been prominentl}' connected with the busi-

ness interests of the city and is now one of the

leading members of the company before men-

tioned. He is also a stockholder in the Excelsior

Furniture Company, of which he was Vice-Presi-

dent, and has also been a Director of the Union

Grocery Company, in which he still holds an inter-

est.

Mr. Anderson, whose portrait accomiianies this

sketch, was born in Smoland, Sweden, June 15,

1829, and is a son of Andrew and Anna (Lars-

dant) Peterson, who spent their entire lives in

their native land. The father was a farmer and

died at the age of ninety years. His wife survived

him some lime and passed away at the advanced

age of ninety years. Tlie^y held memliership in

the Lutheran Church, and were highly res[ieclcd

people.

In his youth, (UU' siiliject learned the trade of a

mechanic and builder. At length, he determined

to seek a home in tlie New World, and in the

month of June, 1854, liis name was enrolled among
the [lassengers on board the sailing-vessel " Levi

WoodI)ury." After a V03age of five weeks and

two days, he landed at Boston and came at once to

Illinois, settling in Elgin, where he spent one year.

He was the first of the family' to cross the ocean,

and is the only one now living in this country.

Mr. Anderson was married, in Rockford, to Miss

Anna Anderson, who was born and reared in

Sweden and when a young lady came to this coun-

try. She died at her home in Rockford in 18G7,

at the age of thirtj'-three years. For his second

wife, our subject chose Miss Mary S. Noling, who
was born in Sweden on the 11th of December,

1840, and came to this country in 18()(J, since

which time her home has been in Rockford. The

history of her parents is given in the sketch of L.

M. Noling, on another page of this work. Mr. and

Mrs. Anderson have four bright and intelligent

children, wjio were educated in the city schools

of Rockford and are an honor to their parents,

namely: Frank A., a wood-carver b\- trade; Anna
J., a dress-maker; Lydia E. and Oscar F. The [lar-

ents hold membership with the First Lutheran

Church, in which Mr. Anderson is a Trustee. For

many 3-ears, he has been connected with that con-

gregation, is one of its leading workers and a lib-

eral contributor to its support.

During the late war, when his adopted country

was in need of troops, Mr. Anderson enlisted in

1862, as a member of Company C, Seventy-fourth

Illinois Infantr3'. He participated in the battle of

Perryville, Ky., and was there taken sick, being

confined in the hospital for some time. After two

3'ears of faithful service, he was honorably dis-

charged in Indianapolis, lud., on the 14th of Jan-

uary, 1864. He is a member of Nevius Post No.

1, G. A. R., of this city. He takes quite an active

interest in public affairs, and is a stalwart Reiuib-
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lican in politics. His character is uuimpeacliable,

bis life above reproach, and liis upright career has

won hini Ihe conlldence and regard of all. He is

recognized as one of tlie lending and inllueiilial

gentlemen of this city and an honored early set-

tler. His conifortaltle home, whicii was i milt by

himself, is located at No. 100,') Sixth Avenue.

--}- m>^^<B(Sb^

\r^ REDEKICK SANDS, a retired farmer living

[r^^ in Belvidere, is numliered among the earl}'

/1\,
~

settlers of Ikione C<uinty. For many years,

he has lieen an eye-witness (if its growth and up-

luiilding and has aided in its ))rogress and de-

velopment. He has seen its towns grow into cities,

and many of its villages spring into existence. He

has ever borne his share in promoting those inter-

ests calculated to prove of public benefit and well

deserves representaliim in its history.

Mr. Sands was liorn in 'I'ompkins, Delaware

County, N. Y., March 20, 1833. His grandfather,

Judge Obadiah Sands, was a large real-estate owner

in Delaware County, and spent his last years in

the town of ()xf(.)rd. Obadiah Sands. .Ir., the fa-

ther of our subject, was born and reared in Del-

aware County and wedded Marj' Orr, a native of

that county and a daughter of Walter F. and Mary

K. (Craig) (Jrr. Mr. (Jrr spent his last years in

Delaware County, but his wife came to Illinois

and died at the luime of her daughter, Mrs. Sands.

In 1830, Obadiah Sands, accompanied by his wife

and seven children, started for Illinois. He left

his family in Chicago while he came on in search

of a location and made a claim on scctinus 7 and

8, llonus T(iwnshii). lioone County. After build-

ing a log cal)in, he returned to Chicago where he

had left his family and brought his wife and chil-

dren to the new home in a large covered wagon,

drawn by live yoke of oxen, lie purchased his

land at the land sale in Chicago when it came into

ujarket and began the develoimient cif a farm. His

wife died July 1, 1840, leaving tlie following chil-

dren; Jlaria, Hetsy, Mary, Ohve, Frederick, Odessa

and William I). Olive died in 1868, and George
died in Cleveland, Ohio, when the family wei'c en

route for the Wesl. The others are still livinu.

Mr. Sands was a second time married and by that

union had three children: Melinda A., Obadiah

and Dianitia. His death occurred in 1856. He
was a niemlier of Belvidere Lodge No. 6(1, A. F. it

A. M.,and in politics was first a Whig. He became

a strong anti-slavery man, and suiijiorted Gen.

Fremont in 1856.

With his parents, Frederick Sands came to Illi-

nois when only three years of age. lie acquired

his education in the primitive log schoolhouse

with its slab seats, puncheon floor and huge fire-

place, and aided in the labors of the farm through

the summer months. Many incidents of pioneer

daj's are still fresh in his mind. In 1851, he

started on a trip to the West. On reaching St.

Joe, Mo., be made arrangements to go to Cali-

fornia, but was taken sick, and his trii) in conse-

quence had to be abandoned. In 1855, be went to

Stevens' Point, Wis., where he was employed for a

year. He then floated down the Wisconsin and

Mississippi Rivers to t^uincy on a raft and then

returned to bis home in Boone County. From

that time, be devoted bis entire energies to farm-

ing and as a result won prosperity. He still owns

the old homestead farm containing two hundred

acres of highly cultivated land, well improved

with good buildings.

In 1857, Mr. Sands was joined in wedlock with

Henrietta Brink, a native of I'nion, Broome

County, N. Y., and a daughter of Whiting F. and

Lydia R. (Chambers) Brink. Her father was born

in the town of Union and was a son of James and

Cornelia (Giltner) Brink, farming people of

Broome Count}-, who spent their entire lives on the

old homestead. Her mother was born on the west

shore of Seneca Lake, and was a daughter of

Samuel and Hannah (Van Zant) Chambers. They

were married in Union, N. Y., where Mr. Brink

followed the trade of a carpenter and joiner until

his death in September, 183!). His widow after-

ward became the wife of Stephen Sweezey and

emigrated to Illinois in 1855. She now resides in

Boone Township, Boone County.

Two children grace the union of Mr. and Mrs.

Sands: Fred Beecher and Bessie. Fred Beecber

took for his wife Miss Hattie Vinton and they have

one child, Fred Vinton. The members of the family
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rank liigli in social circles and tlie Sauds household

in the abode of hospitality. Socially, our subject

is a member of Belvidere Lodge No. 60, A. F. A'

A. M.; and Kishwauitee Chapter No. S)0, R. A. jM.,

while in politics he is a Republican. His industry

and enter|)rise in former jears secured him a cdiii-

fortable competence which now enalilcs him to

spend his declining days in retirement from all

labor.

eLINTON G. SllELDEN, a retired farmer

residing in the village of Winnebaao, was

born in Granger, Medina Count3', Ohio,

May 17, 183-2. He is the son of David Sheldcii,

who was born in Schoharie County, N. Y., Octo-

ber 19, 1794, and who in turn was a son of .John-

son and Abiah (Northrup) Shelden. From the

best information wo have at hand, our subject is a

direct descendant of William Shelden, who came

from England to America in 1634, and settled in

South Kensington, R. I. The next in line was

.John, the son of William; the next Isaac, and the

next Joseph. Then came .Jonathan, the grand-

father of our subject, whom it is supposed was

born in New England, whence he emigrated to New
York State, and later to Richfield Township,

Summit County, Ohio, where he spent his last

days. His wife was born April 16, 1770. and died

on the home farm in Richfield.

The father of our subject was reared in his

native State, and when about eighteen years of

age started out to explore the Western country.

He went overland to Erie, Pa., and there embarked
on a boat bound for Cleveland. On account of a

severe storm, they landed before they reached that

city and journeyed on foot to Summit County.

Mr. Shelden remained there for a time, when he

returned to New York and was married. With
his young wife, he went back to Ohio and pur-

chased a tract of timbered land, upon whicli he

erected a log house and occupied it for some
years. He continued a resident of that place

until his decease, March 31, 1873.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Anna Sarles, a native of New York State, and

the daughter of Isaiah Sarles, whose birth occurred

April 7, 17.VJ. The grandfather served in the

War of 1812, was wounded in the batik' of Chip-

pewa, Canada, September 11, LSI 1, at which Ume he

was taken prisoner to INIoiitrcal, where he died in

the latter part of that year. He had been married to

Anna Dean, wlio was born .luly i:), 1762. and died

at Uoyalton, Medina Count\-, Ohio. The mother
of our subject de|)arted this life on the home I'arin,

August 6, 1855.

Clinton G. Shelden sjieiit his early days on the

farm, antl when twenty-two years of age taught

liis first term of school. After being thus engaged
for one term, he advanced his education by atten-

dance at Delaware College. .Vfler this he taught

two terms of winter seh(.)(_)l and remained on the

home farm until 1863, at which time he eamc to

Illinois and purchased a farm in Winnebago
Towiishii), including the northeast (piarter of

section 15. A small frame house, straw stable,

and a portion of the land broken and fenced, con-

stituted the improvements at that time. JNlr. Shel-

den planted fruit, shade and ornamental trees on
his estate, erected a good set of frame buildings,

and was actively engaged in agricultural pursuits

until 1885, when he removed to the village and
has since lived retired.

In 1861, he of whom we write was united in

marriage to Rachel Spensley, who was born in the

northern part of Yorkshire, England, ami was a

daughter of .lames and Anna Spensley. The [jar-

ents were also natives of Yorkshire, and on coming
to America in 1848 located in Granger, Medina
County, where her father died. JNIrs. Spensley

survived him some time and spent her remaining

years in Cleveland. Mrs. Shelden died at her

home, February 18, 1883, and in November, 1884,

our subject was married to Mary Eveline Phelps.

The lady was born in Volney, Oswego County,

N. Y., while her father, .loliii I'lielps, was a native

of Tolland, Conn., where also his father, Eleazer,

as far as is known, was born. The latter-named

gentleman removed from tlic above-named jilace

to Berkshire County, Jlass., and spent his last

years in Lennox.

The father of Mrs. Shelden was twelve years of

age when his parents removed to the Lay State.
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On reiicUhiff inaturo years, he enlisted as a soldier

in the AVai of 1812. .July 17, 1821, he was united

in marriage with Miss Fanuie Sears, the ceremony

being performed at Lennox. Mrs. Phelps was the

daughter of Calvin and Mary (Paddock) Sears. In

March. 1822, the parents 'of Mrs. Shelden started

for the then Far West, making the joiu'ney to

Volney, Oswego County, twu hundred miles dis-

tant, with a team. They had quite a load of pro-

visions, and the roads being very bad they had to

leave a portion of their sup|)lies, among which

was a l.iarrel of pork, by the wayside. 3Ir. Phelps

purchased a farm m the town of Volney, where

he resided until 1811, and then again started West-

ward, emigrating to Medina County, ( )hio. There

he purchased a farm in Wadsworth Townshi]),

which he sold in 1853, and bought another in

Granger Township, u|ion which he resided until

his decease in 1871; the mother died on the same

farm in 188.5. They were the parents of four chil-

dren: Franklin E., Hannah M., Helen M. and I-Cve-

liue. Mrs. Shelden was reared in Medina County

and commenced teaching school at the age of six-

teen years, which occupation she followed until her

marriage.

Mv. Shelden became the father of six children

by his llrst marriage: Arlis L.,wlio was married to

Christnie Hansen; Edward C., who married Nellie

Smith, has three children: Nettie E., xVrchie B. and

Mark S.; .). Winfield, who married Emily Manning,

has two sons: Palph E. and Howanl (!.;and Edith,

Ralph E. and Anna E. died in infancy. Mr. and

Mrs. Shelden are memliers of the ]Methodist Ei)isco-

pal Cliurcli.

The parents of our subject reared eight children,

viz: Phcelie A., Ezra D., Edward G., Isaiah ,J.,

Clinton G., Myron S., Aliiert 1). and Francis E.

RS. LOVIXA LIVINGSTON. This lady,

one <_if the oldest and most esteemed in

Boone County, is the widow of Hugh Liv-

ingston, and the daughter of lOlijah and
Elizabeth (Byce) Dickinson. Mr. Dickinson was

a native of Worcester, Mass., and was a slniemaker

by trade, although he had received a good edu-

cation and followed teaching for some time. He
met his future wife (who was a native of Pough-

keepsie, N. Y.), m Schoharie, that State, while

teaching school, and after marriage they moved
on a small farm, where Mr. Dickinson worked at

his trade for many j'cars. To them were horn

twelve children, six sons and six daughters, two

of whom died when young, but the remainder

leaclied mature years and became heads of fami-

lies. The mother died first, when sixtj'-nine years

of age, and left ten living children. The father

survived her many years and died in the same

place, when nearly eighty-three years of age. These

children have all passed away except Mrs. Living-

ston and her sister Sarah, Mrs. Dexter McClintock,

of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, now seventy years of age.

Mr. Dickinson was one of the drafted soldiers of

the War of 1812, and a drummer.

Mrs. Livingston was born in Schoharie, N. Y.,

in 1808, and was married in Middleburgh, that

State, in February, 1827, to Hugh Livingston, son

of Jacob and Sarah (Van Cleek) Livingston, of

New York State. His parents reared fifteen chil-

dren and lost two infants. Mr. Livingston, hus-

band of our subject, followed the carpenter trade

in the early part of his life, but later gave that lip

and engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 1853, he

and his wife sold their farm in New York State

and emigrated towards the West with their chil-

dren, ten in number. They resided in Ohio for a

few months, while Mr. Livingston came on to. Illi-

nois to select a location. He bought one hundred

and sixty acres where his widow now lives and

paid $1,300 therefor, and subsequently piu'chased

eighty acres more, on which he lived until he

could get possession of his farm then occupied

under a lease. Here they located and began mak-

ing im|)rovements. They had buried twin infants,

daughters, in New York, and lost one sou in the

Civil War, David, born in 1842. He was a brave

and faithful soldier, and served through jdniost

the entire war, being shot down while in action.

Another son, Solomon, served about nine months

in the army and returned liome in safety; Lsa.ac

>V. <lie<l at his home when in his twenty-tliird

year. There are four sons and four daughters
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still living. One daughter is in New York; two

sons and one daughter in Iowa; a daughter, Sarah,

is with her mother; .1. H. works at tlie mason's

trade, and Arthur has followed the carpenter's

trade; and Elizabeth, Mrs. Marvin Abies. Mrs.

Livingston h.as twenty-eight grandchildren and

eighteen great-grandchildren. Mr. Livingston was

born in April, 1803, and died in November, 1869.

He left a fine estate of one hundred and sixty

acres under a good state of cultivation and well

stocked. He was a member of the Bai^tist Church.

YLVESTER TALCOTT. There is probably

no family in Winneljago County better

known for integrity, fair dealing, enter-

prise and intelligence, than the one repre-

sented by the name at the head of this jjaragraph.

It is one of those which have helped to make this

county a center for all good influences, and one of

the most enterprising sections of Illinois. Mr.

Talcott, whose portrait is shown on the opposite

page, died at his home in Rockton, in .January,

1885. He was for many years one of the most

prominent merchants of the city, and was active

in political affairs, having been the incumbent of

the office of Supervisor for a number of terns.

He was deeply interested in every movement which

tended to secure the best interests of his commu-
nity, and with this end in view he was a hearty

worker in all elevating movements.

The subject of this sketch was Justice of the

Peace in Rockton in an early day, and married

the first couple in the section. When locating in

this vicinity, there were only twelve houses on the

lireseut site of this now prosperous village, but he

lived to see its phenomenal growth in popuLiti(^n

and improvement in every aspect in life, and did

his full share in its development.

We must here introduce in this sketch the name
of her who became the companion of our subject.

Miss Mary W. Westlake, who was born in Chemung
County, N. Y., in 1820. Her father, Col. Jacob

Westlake, was a native of Newburg, Orange
County, that State, and died at Brooklyn in his

fifty-second year. Her mother, who bore the

27

maiden name of Lanah Smith, was burn in New
York City, and departed this life in her forty-sec-

ond year, when residing near Almira, Chemung
County. They were the parents of three sons and
three daughters, namely: Margaret, who was born

in 1815; Benjamin, who died in Brooklyn after

having attained his three-score and ten years;

Mary, George, Henry and jNIelissa.

Mrs. Mary Talcott came West in com|)any with

her sister, Mrs. Roland Smith, in 1.S38, and mar-

ried our subject in Rockton in June, 1810. The
young couple located at this place, where Jlrs.

Talcott h.as lived since 1843. To them was born

one child, Lissie W., now the wife of William

Smith, but who first married iNIartin Rockwell,

and became the motiier of one son, Fred W., who
makes his home with ]\Irs. Talcott. Our subject

was engaged at an early day as a general merchant

in Rockton, in company with Philamier Bird.

Later, dissolving that connection, he associated

himself with Rumsey Hatch, and with him carried

on a prosperous business and showed himself to be

a man worthy- of esteem and regard.

For many years Mrs. Talcott has been a great

sufferer from rheumatism. She is an active and

conscientious member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, while her husband, iluring his life, was a

communicant of the Congregational Society. Mr.

Talcott was an excellent financier, and at his death

left considerable property, which his excellent wife

is using in doing good to those about her. She is

a most intelligent and estimable lady, and is classed

among the most honored and highly respected

members of society in Winnebago County.

-;.j.4..{..5.j^^A4..5..5.^

q.5..j.4.,{.\^^.j..i..}..j.F

*|t_^ ENRY M. COOKE, one of the progressive

l( )l)
^^'^ well-to-do agriculturists of Pecatonica

/4W^ Townshii), Winnebago County, w.as born in

(^) Atwater, Portage Count3-, Ohio, March 18,

1848. He is the son of Friend and .Sarah F. (Fol-

ger) Cooke, the latter of whom is a relative of ex-

Secretary Folger and also of the mother of Benja-

min Franklin, who also bore that name. The father

of our subject was born in Walliiigford, Conn.,

November 2'J, 17'J8, and died in his fift^y-ninth
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year in Atwater, Ohio. 'J'Ir' iiiother was born on

the isle of Nantiu'kct in 1M08. and died in Mas-

sillon, Oliio, wIrmi sixlv-six years of age, whitlier

she had remuvcd in LSI 1.

The paternal grandparents of mir suliject were

Samuel and Mary Cooke and the father of our sub-

ject was a grandson of Col. Thaddeus Cooke, who

was present at the cai>ture of Burgoyne and par-

ticipated in the battle of Freeman's Farm in 1777.

The old Cooke homestead in Wallingford, Conn.,

is still in possession of the family. The father of

our subject was given an excellent education, lie-

ing a graduate from the Schenectady Union Col-

lege and also of Yale College, in which latter in-

stitution lie received the degree of Doctor of

Medicine. He jiracticed in his native town for

two years, when, his health failing, he removed

West to Ohio, in 1823, and practiced for a time at

Atwater, Portage County, thence, later, went to

Charleston, N. C, on account of ill-health.

Heur}' M. Cooke remained at home until sixteen

years of age, at which time he enlisted in Company

I, One Hundred and Eighty-eighth Ohio Infantry,

and served under Capt. P. II. Smith until Septem-

ber 29, 1865, when he received his discharge at

Nashville, Tenn. He was the only child of his par-

ents and was married, -lanuary 27, 1869, to Miss

Mary Silasbury, who was liorn in Erie Couutj^

N. Y., February 15, 1847. Mrs. Cooke became the

mother of five children, three of whom are living,

as follows: Albert E., who was born November 17,

1876; Frank E., August 23, 1880; and Henry M.,

March 16, 1887. The father of Mrs. Cooke, F'rancis

Silasbury, was born August 2, 1823, in Hamburg,

Erie County, N. Y., and was the son of Smith and

Roena (Parker) Silasbury, both of whom were

natives of New York and died in Hamburg, N. Y.,

at the respective ages of forty and seventy years.

The grandparents of Francis Silasbury on both

sides of the house were of English descent. Four

brothers originall.>' came to America.

The father of Mrs. Cooke remained at home un-

til nineteen years of age, assisting his father to

carry on the home farm, when he went to Louisiana.

He did not remain there long, however, as he was

called home on account of his father's death. Pur-

chasing one hundred and forty-four acres of Indian

land, he cleared it of the timber, and in a few

vears a plank road w.as built through his land,

which joined the city limits of Buffalo. He later

disposed of his tract to a Catholic bishop. IMr.

Silasbury was married, about two years after buying

the above-mentioned property, to Miss Jane Scott,

who was born September 11, 1822, in Rome, Oneida

County, N. Y., and departed this life November It,

1891, in Pecatonica, III. She was the daughter of

Thomas and Martha (Lindsay) Scott, of Scotch-

Irish descent. After disposing of his propert}', Mr.

Silasbury came West to StepbensonCounty, 111., and

in 1853 purchased a tract of one thousand acres of

partially improved land in Ridott Township. There

he resided until the outbreak of the Civil War,

when he disposed of two hundred acres of his es-

tate and removed to Pecatonica, where he has been

a resident for over thirty years. In the meantime,

he visited the oil regions of Pennsylvania and

three years later returned to this place and en-

gaged in the stock and grain business. About

twelve years ago, he sold his estate and now lives

a retired life. In addition to the propert3' above

mentioned, the father of Mrs. Cooke purchased

lands in Iowa, which he has since divided among

his children. He still has, however, forty acres

within the citj' limits of Pecatonica and at one

time owned the southern portion of the village.

The father of our subject was a Democrat in

politics, until the organization of the Republican

partj', when he joined its ranks. He was a member

of the convention of 1850-51 which framed the

Constitution of Ohio, and was a great anti-slavery

worker. He stood very high in his profession and

died February 8, 1857, in the prime of life. The

mother of our subject was a member of the Con-

gregational Church, while his father was an E[)is-

copalian.

Henry M. Cooke after the war was engaged in

farming for his brother in-law until his marriage,

when he located on propert}- of his own. Nine

years ago he purchased his present estate and is

making a success of his calling, being extensively

engaged in the sheep-raising industry. He is a mem-

ber of Ellis Post No. 320, G. A. R., in which body

he is Senior Yice-Coinmander. He is also a member

of Eureka Camp of Modern Woodmen and in hx'al
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affairs has served his fellow-townsmen for five

years as Commissioner of Highways. His education

was received in the district schools, and wliat ho

has of this world's goods has been the resull of his

untiring Industry and perseverence, as lie liad

very little monetarj' assistance from his father.

The Cooke family in America are direct descend-

ants of Francis Cooke, who landed in Plymouth

from the "Majflower" in 1620, and erected the

third house in that place. One branch of the family

located in Connecticut and one in Norway, N. Y.,

our subject being a descendant of the former.

'^ ACOB MABIE is perhaps as well known as

anv man in Boone County, as he was born

in Bonus Township August 26, 1846, and

has always been highlj' respected here as a

thorough-going farmer and business man. His

wife, too, shares in the esteem which is given to

him and has a high standing in the most cultured

circles in this part of the county. Mr. Mabie, in

addition to cultivating his farm, is a stockholder

in the People's Bank at Belvidere, and beloved,

honored and trusted by everybody who knows
him.

The parents of our subject, Aaron and .\m_v

(Turneaure) Mabie, were natives of New Yo k,

the father being born in Del.aware Count}^ He
was the son of Jacob and Mary (Tollman) Mabie,

who were also natives of the above-named State

and county, but who departed this life in Boone
County, whither they had removed in the '40s.

The grandfather of our subject was born June 9,

1781, and died July 1.5, 1846; his good wife, who
was born January 16, 1781, departed this life Feb-

ru.ary 20, 1851.

The mother of our subject was one in a family

of six children and also had nine half-brothers

and sisters. She was the daughter of Peter and
Lydia Turneaure, natives of the Empire State. A
brother of her father was taken prisoner by the

Indians in an early day. The Mabies were of

Dutch ancestry, one of that n.ame having come
to this country as a privateer from Holland in the

si.xteenth century, .\braliam Mal)ic was a s<_)n of

that gentleman, who. in turn, had three sons:

Abraham, Peter and John. The brothers located

in the vicinity or New York City, where Abraham
was married to a French lady, l)^- whom he had

the f(_)llowing sons: Stephen, Abraham, .l(_)shua,

Samuel and Solomon. Daniel Jlabie was a grand-

son of Peter, one of the three brothers above re-

ferred to. and was the great-grandfather of our

subject.

Aaron Maiiie was married when nineteen years

of age, when he was employed in o[)eratinga mill

for his father. In 1812, in coui|)any with his wife

and six children, he came to Boone County and

settled on the proiierty which i> the abiding-place

of our subject, and for which he traded a team

of horses. The elder Mv. Maine lived in a log

house on that tract for some time, in which hum-
ble abode tw(.) of his children were born, Julia

and our subject. His si>ter had her birth Novem-
ber 21, 1843, and is still residing in this township.

The brothers and sisters of our >ubject are well-

to-do and prominent Inisiness men in the ^Vestcrn

States. Mr. INIabie has several cousins who are

active workers in the Baptist Church, one of them

having visited many heathen countries in the ca-

pacity of a missionary and is the author of a

splendid book bearing on that suljject. He was

one of the most prominent missionaries sent out

by the Baptist Church of Minneapolis, Minn.

Jacob Mabie was married December 2o, 1867,

to Miss Mary W. Morgan, whose birth occurred

October 21, 1838, at Niles, Mich. She was the

daughter of Erastus and Nancy (Spaulding) Mor-

gan, who trace the Morgan history back to 1607.

Mrs. Morgan was a daughter of John and Julia

Spaulding, natives of New York. The father of

our subject's wife emigrated to Michigan in 1837,

where he resided for two years, and then, return-

ing to his Eastern home, there departed this life

near Buffalo, at the age of seventy-one 3'ears. The
mother is still residing with a son in Bonus Town-
ship.

The original of this sketch inherited one hun-

dred and forty acres of land on the death of his

father, to which he has since added, until he is

now the possessor of an estate com[)risinu; two
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hundred and twenty acres and, in addition to

that, has a lot in Belvidere. His father made

most of the improvements on the estate and was

successful at his calling of a farmer. Mr. and

Mrs. Mabie are members of the Baptist Church,

and, in politics, our subject cast his first vote for

Grant, of whom he was a great admirer. He has

never held ollice of an}' kind, preferring to give

his time to his private interests.

August 26, 1864, he of whom we write became

a member of an independent company of the Fifth

Illinois Light Artillery, commanded by Capt. A.

W. Wood. After several months of brave service,

he was discharged June 13, 1865, at Chester, Pa.,

and, returning home, has since devoted his time

looking after his own affairs. Their only child,

Fred M., died when three months old.

/^^ HARLES E. CLARK. The business men

(I r^-\.^ of Durand recognize in Mr. Clark a man

^^^J who pursues the even tenor of his wa}', and

who exercises a considerable influence in his com-

munity. He is engaged in carrying on a splendid

business in retailing furniture, and is looked upon

as one of the most reliable men in the community.

His straightforward methods of doing business, his

genial disposition and his courteous treatment of

all witli whom lie comes in contact, is a matter

that is often made the subject of remark.

The original of this sketch was born in Newark
Township, Rock County, Wis., July 20, 1861. He
is the son of Benjamin Clark, who hailed from

Vermont, and was in turn the son of Judge Spencer

Clark. The father of our subject came West to

Illinois when a young man, and at Beloit was

married to Maria Gunderson. In 1864, he enlisted

and was mustered into service in Company M,
Eighth Illinois Cavalry, and served with the Union
ranks for ten months, when he was taken sick with

typhoid fever and returned home July 4, 1865.

He died thirteen days later at his home in Laona
Township, Winnebago County, when in his forty-

sixth year.

The mother of our sul)ject was born in Cam-
bridge, Mass., and in 1810, when ten years of a^^e,

came to Beloit, Wis., in company with a family

named Spaulding, with whom she resided until her

marriage in 1858. She survived her husband

man J'
years, her death occurring in 1886, when

fifty-six years of age. The two children born of

her union with Mr. Clark were Charles E., our

subject, and Benjamin, the latter of whom is a hard-

ware merchant in Wayne County, Neb. Benjamin

Clark was a prominent member of the Congrega-

tional Church, and occupied a high position in

local affairs.

He of whom we write was reared on the home

farm, and educated in the schools of Durand.

When fourteen j'ears of age, he left the farm, and,

working at whatever he could find to do, prose-

cuted his studies in the higher branches. He pur-

chased his present business in 1888, and besides

carrying a full and complete line of household

furniture, does an undertaking business. Altliough

never learning a trade, he is quite a genius with

tools, and can do anything in the line of cabinet

work. When a boy he saw some of the work of a

taxidermist, and being delighted with it, engaged

in that business, and has done considerable work

in that line. In addition to the different branches

of work in which Mr. Clark has been engaged, he

is an expert in penmanship, and in pen drawing

has no equal in his vicinity. A peaceable and

law-abiding citizen, he has contributed his full

quota to the general welfare of the community,

and is numbered among the best citizens of this

county, having an unusual degree of intelligence,

good breeding and honorable principle.

CATLIN SPAFFORD. In scanning the

lives and enterprises of the citizens of

Rockford, it is pleasant to note the enter-

prise in ever}' walk of life, and the achieve-

ment of success in every department of business.

This wo are .able to discern in the career of our

subject, who is President of the Third National

Bank at Rockford, and ranks among the wealthy

and public-spirited residents of the city. He has

been interested in various corporations and man-
uf.acturing institutions in this section, and has
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watched with interest the gradual evolution of

tliis portion of tlie county from its original wild

state into beautiful farms and thriving villages.

Tlie original of this sketch was born in the town

of Adams, Jctferson Countj-, N. Y., September 14,

182 1. He is tlie son of Dr. John and Mary Spafford,

receiving his carl}' education in the public schools

of his native place, and later sui)plemented the

knowledge gained therein by attendance at Castle-

ton ( Vt.) Academy, and at a select school in Water-

town. In the fall of 1839, he came to Rockford,

joining other members of the family, who had

come here the previous spring. The journej- hither

w.as made by the most convenient and expeditious

route, which was 113* team to Sj'racuse, then hy way

of the Erie Canal to Buffalo, q'liere they embarked

on the steamer "Illinois," commanded by Capt.

Blake, which conveyed them to Chicago. In that

then village they secured a team and came over

land to Rockford. The first seven years of our

subject's life in Winnebago Countj' were passed for

the most part on a farm, and in 1846 he formed a

partnership with B. G. Wheeler, and for two j-ears

was engaged in the mercantile business, prosecut-

ing a successful trade. At the expiration of that

time, he became connected with L. B. Gregory, and

erected a sawmill, which was the first of the kind

to utilize the water of Rock River. They contin-

ued thus for two years, when in 1850, Mr. Spafford

went to California in company with twenty other

gentlemen, leaving home with teams, in the month
of March. They crossed tlie Mississippi River at

Rock Island and made their way tediously through

the d.angerous country, there being no while set-

tlers between the Missouri River and California,

except the Mormon settlement at Salt Lake, and

United States soldiers at different points. Deer,

antelopes, coj'Oles and buffaloes were veiy numerous
on the plains, and the party arrived atHangtown,
near Placerville, in the month of August. From
that place they went to Sacramento, tlience to Ne-
vada City, where Mr. Spafford was engaged in the

mercantile business the first year. In January,

1852, he started on his return trip, via the Nica-

ragua route, crossing the Isthmus on horseback.

He again engaged in the mercantile business, and
two years later, in 1854, formed a partnership with

C. C. Briggs and D. S. Penfield in the l)aiikiiig busi-

ness. One year thereafter, Mr. Briggs withdrew,

and our subject, with his partner, carried on the

business until 1864, when with others he aided in

org.anizing the Third National Bank, of which in-

stitution he was elected President, and has been

the incumbent of that honorable position since.

M.arch 25, 1852, Miss Eliz.abeth B. White, wlio

was born in Peterboro, N. H., became the wife of

our subject. Mrs. Sp.afford was the <laughter of

Roliert White, and by her union with our sul)joct

became the mother of four children, namely: Isa-

bella, Lucy Antoinette, Jessie and George C. In

social matters the original of this sketch is a mcm-
))er of Lodge No. 2, A. F. & A. M. Mr. Spafford

has been a prominent factor in the development of

Winnebago County, and is a splendid example of

what may be accomplished by an energetic, deter-

mined and economical man. The present commer-

cial import.ince and prosperity of Rockford is un-

questionably the result of the wisdom, foresight

and enterprise of her business men, and it is a fit-

ting tribute to those who have honorably distin-

guished themselves in the commercial arena, that

their names and career should be commemorated

among those of the leading men in all branches.

r" <.=E-J-^*

ILLIAM C. McCAUGIIEY is now living

retired in the city of Rockford. He was

born in Ottawa, LaSalle County, 111., March

8, 1838, and is a son of Thomas M. McCaughey,

whose native place was I\It. Pleasant, Jefferson

County, Ohio. The paternal grandfather of our

subject was a native of Scotland, and came to

America when a young man, being one of three

brothers who made their home in this country.

James McCaughej', the grandf.ather, resided for

a time in Pennsylvania, .and then went to Jefferson

County, Ohio, where he purchased a tract of timlier

land and cleared a farm upon which he resided

until his decease. The Lather of our subject

! learned the trade of a cooper, which he followed in

I

his native Stale until 1833, when he came to Illi-

nois and resided for a time u)ion a tract of Gov-
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ernment land near Ottawa. He Inter sold that

claim anil made aiKitiiei- near liy. where he made

his liome until ll^ld. and tlien spent some time in

Rockf.ird.

From tiiis eity the elder Mr. MeCaughey removed

to Highland Prairie, Dodge County, Wis., where he

was among the earliest settlers, and located upon

land one and one-half miles from the presen t site of

Juneau. ISIaking that place his home until 1855, he

then sold, and, removing to Ap|>let<>n, opened a

general store, and five years later eanie In IJoekford,

where he engaged in farming <ni an estate located

six miles south of the city, wiiere iiis death oc-

curred January 5, l.siiG.

Our subject's nK.itlier was known in lier maiden-

hooilasRuthN. Nol)U'. and she helonged to the So-

ciety of Friends. She w;is a native of Maryland,

and the daughter of C'hark's and Margaret (Ellis)

Noble, natives also of th;if State, and of English

ancestry. She died in California in 1873. William

C. McCaughey was only two years of age when his

parents lemoved to Wisconsin, the journey being

made with ox-teams. He attended the pioneer

schools in Dodge County, and assisted his father

on the farm. After removing to Appleton with

his father, he attended a four-yeais' course at Law-

rence University. In l.siKi, they removed to Rock-

ford, from which city he enlisted, August 5, 18(32,

in Company I), Seventy-f<inrth Illinois Infantry,

and sei'ved his country until June, IMlll. lie was

discharged from tiie service on account of disabd-

ity, and returning home later, purchased a farm

near the city, whicli he still owns, and eng.aged in

market gardening. llefore I'ulisting, Mr. Mc-

Caughey belonged to the Rockford Zouaves, com-

manded by C'apt. Xt'\ius. During I8()l, he was

employed in drilling companies for the service.

In 1887, Mr. McCaughey ijurcli.ased his present

home on Second Street, where he has since lived

retired from the active pursuits of life.

Miss Mary E. Kettlewell became the wife of our

subject in 1870. She was liorn in London, j\Iid-

dlesex County, Canada, and was a daughter of

Thomas Kettlewell, a native of Yorkshire, England,

where his father, also named Thomas, was born.

The latter-named gentleman came to America in

1840, and located near London, Canada, where ho

resided on a farm until 1865, and then came to

Rockford, where his decease occurred in the year

1871, His wife was Mary Pinkney, also a native of

Yorkshire, who departed this life in Rockford in

18(18. The father of Mrs, McCaughey was seven-

teen \ears of age when he came to the New World

with his parents. He followed agricultural pur-

suits in Canada until lUTid, when, coming to Rock-

fcird, he has since been a continuous resident of

this city. He was for a numl)er of years engaged

in butchering and dealing m live stock, but is now

pi'actically retired. His wife bore the name of

Susannah (Horton) Kettlewell, her native place

being near St. Thomas, Canada. She was the

daughter of Peter and Elizabeth (Ramsey) Horton,

natives respectively of New Jersey and Canada,

and of English and Scotch ancestry.

To our subject and his wife have been born two

children: Hallie Pauline and Eva Louise. The

[)arents are membei's of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, anrl in his political relations our subject

votes the Democratic ticket. He has been elected

to various i>(_)sitions of trust, being Deputy-Sheriff,

Coroner and Collector for the town of Kockford.

He is a member of Conomac Lodge No. 147, 1. O.

O. F.,at Appleton, Wis., and is also connected with

Nevius Post, No. 1, G, A, R.

EDWIN WARE, a memljer of Nevius Post

No, 1, (J, A. R., was born in Hancock, HilJs-

boro County, N. II., January .SI, 1842. He
is at the present time residing on an excellent es-

tate in Winnebago Township, which is bleated on

sections 24 and 25, and wdiere he is engaged in

general farming.

Ebenezer Ware, the father of our subject, was

also born in the above-named town, March 8, 1806,

while his fatlier, who also bore the name of Ebene-

zer, was liorn in Needham, Mass., in 1770, The

great-grandparents of our subject moved to Ilills-

boro County, N, II,, about 1790, where they were

pioneers of Hancock. The grandfather was reared

in his native State and on going to Hancock with

his parents, purchased a f.arni in the southern part

of that place, where he spent the remainder of his
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life. The maideu name of his wife was Alice

Eaton; she was born in Massachusetts and died on

the home farm.

The father of him of whom we write Ic.irnod

the trade of a carpenter and was engaged as a con-

tractor and builder for a number of 3-ears. Later,

he devoted his entire time to the cultivation of

his farm, he having inherited the old homestead,

where he spent his entire life, d3'ing.July 24, 1888.

The lady to whom he was married was known as

Alartlia E. Lakin, a native of Hancock, N. H., and

the daughter of Simeon and Betsey (Dennis)

Lakin; she died .January 15, 1880. Simeon Lakin,

tlie maternal grandfatlier of our subject, was a

soldier in the War of 1812.

Ebenezer AVare, Jr., was a Democrat in early life

but opposed the extension of slaver}' and when

the Democratic party championed the Missouri

Compromise he left his ranks and voted the Re-

publican ticket until his decease. He was a great

reader, a ready debater and filled various offices

of trust, serving on the School Committee, also as

Selectm.an, and Representative in the Legislature.

Edwin "Ware received his early education in the

district school, which was supplemented by attend-

ance at Hancock Acadeni}-. When seventeen years

of age, he went to Wisconsin and resided with a

brother in Waushara County for three years, when

he returned to New Hampshire. Our subject en-

listed in August, 1862, as a member of Company
G, Thirteenth New Hampshire Infantry and served

until after the close of the war. From the history

of the regiment written by S. Millet Thompson

and from the histor}' of Hancock, which was pub-

lished by William H.ay ward, we extract the follow-

ing:

"Edwin Ware was disqualified for military duty

b}' reason of malformation of ankle. He managed
to conceal this from the surgeons and passed ex-

amination. Though suffering severel}' from the

long marches, he was never off duty a day except

b}' wounds received in battle. The regiment

participated in fifteen battles, the more important

of which were Fredericksburg, Suffolk, siege of

Petersburgh, Cold Harbor and Ft. Harrison. He
was wounded twice at Fredericksburg, one at Cold

Harbor and again at Ft. Harrison. Mr. Ware was

mustered in as Third Corporal, promoted to be

first Sergeant and was later commissioned Lieuten-

ant by the Governor. His commander says of him

that he. was an intelligent and a brave soldier,

popular with both privates and ullicers.'"

He of whom we write has a very line collection

of AVar relics, among which is a copy of the Rich-

mond ^\llig, the first issue after the surrender of

that city, and he also has the largest collection of

Indian relics in his neighborhood. He was jionor-

ably discharged with his regiment in June. 186"),

and on returning home one j-ear later went to tlie

town of Dublin, N. II.. where he was engaged in

farming for six years, then returned to the old

homestead, where he lived until 1876. December

16, 1866, Mr. Edwin AVare was united in marriage

to Agnes McQuaters, a native of Fairfield, Conn.,

her birth occurring Janu.ary 6, 1845. She was the

daughter of John and Agnes (Mc Naught) Mc-

Quaters and departed this life May 24, 1883. Our
subject was again married, January 31, -1886, this

time to Mary E. Miller, a native of A'ernon Center,

N. Y., who wasborn January 31, 1842. Mrs. Ware,

who was a member of the First Congregational

Church of AVinnebago, passed away April 20, 1892.

Our subject has three children by his first mar-

riage: Winefred Agues, Ernest Edwin and John

Clifton. He and two of his children are connected

with the Second Congregational Church at Rock-

ford. He is a Republican in politics and a mem-
ber of Rockford Camp No. 51, M. AA^. A.

vy^ DAYIN H. KEELER, a wide-awake and eu-

I3 terprising 3'oung businessman of Rockford,

/I'

—

i^' is now Secretary of the Rockford Lumber

and Fuel Company. His life record is as follows:

He was born in Janesville, AVis., and is a son of

C. C. Keeler, a native of Vermont, born of New
England parentage, who when a young man emi-

grated AVestward, locating in Rock County, AA'is.

He was one of the first to establish the lumber

trade in Beloit. In that county, he married

Katherine M. Spaulding, a native of the Old Gran-

ite State. Mr. Keeler took quite a prominent part

in local affairs and for some years was Chairman
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of the Boavd of Supervisors of Rock Count}-. In

politics, he WHS a suiiporter of IJcpuhlican princi-

ples.

The educatiou of our sulijoct was ehicflj' ac-

(juirod ill Boloit and later lie liecaine associated

witli iiis fatlier in tlie lumlier and fuel business,

owning an interest in the same from the time he

was twenty-two j'ears of age. He is yet connected

with that business in Rock Countj^, but has never

given it iiis personal attention since coming to

Rockford in 1887. He is ^'ico-Piesident of the

company known as the Keeler Lumber and Fuel

Company, which is doing business at Beloit, Wis.,

and Rockton, 111. Under the care and teaching

of his experienced f.-ither, Mr. Keeler became thor-

oughly acquainted with the business of wliich he

has been so successful a manager. About four

years ago, he became a member of the firm of Law-

ler & Keeler, which did Imsiness at Rockford as

dealers in general fuel until the present company
was organized about two years ago, with Scely

Perry as President, Col. Thomas G. Lawler, Vice-

President, Thomas D. Reber, Treasurer, and E. H.

Keeler, Secretary. They are the sole proprietors

and do a large business, having a main office at

No. 201 East State Street. They also have another

fuel yard on West State Street, near the Chicago,

Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad tracks. They have

the largest trade in lumber and coal in the city

and do an immense business, both as wholesale

and retail dealers. Their lumber yard is one of the

largest in the State outside of Chicago.

In Iowa, Mr. Keeler led to the marriage altar

Miss Clara Reitler, a native of Chicago, and unto

them have been born two cliililreii: Edwin R. and
Katherinc. The parents attend the Congrega-

tional Church and are respected people of this

community, ranking high in social circles. Mr.

Keeler is a Mason, a member of the Knights of

Pythias and of the Order of Elks, all of Rockford.

He exercises his right of franchise in support of

the Republican party.

Mr. Keeler is yet a young man, but has shown
liimself possessed of much natural business abilit.y

and sagacity and in connection with his other in-

terests he has been President of the Rockford

Building and Loan Association since its organiza-

m

tion in 1890, and President of tlie Superior

Brick Company since it was organized in 1891, it

being the successor of the H. A. Block Brick Man-
ufacturing Company, which carried on business

for fifteen years. He is also a stockholder and Di-

rector of the Forest City National Bank, whii^h was

organized .about two 3'ears ago.

jliAMES W. HODGSON, deceased, was a well-

known grocery man of Rockford and de-

serves representation in the histor}' of his

adopted county. He was liorn in the Prov-

ince of Ontario, Canada, and was a son of Thomas
and Sarah A. (Dawson) Hodgson. The family is

of English descent. The father died in the

Province of Ontario, in middle life; his wife died

i-ecently in Grand Rapids, Mich., at the age of

seventy-four. They were industrious, honest people,

highly respected for their sterling worth.

Our subject was reared to manhood in his native

Province and there acquired his education in the

public schools. He was married in Brooklin, in

the Province of Ontario, to Miss Elizabeth Pente-

cost, who was born in England. By the union of

our subject and liis wife were born five children,

but Arthur died in childhood. Carrie, Walter D.,

F. William and Bessie are still at home with their

mother.

Mr. Hodgson came to Rockford in 1867, and

began liusiness in the city as a grocer at No. 327

East State Street. From the beginning he met with

good success, working up a large trade, which

yielded him a nice income. He was industrious,

enterprising, and these characteristics, combined

with good management, won him a well-deserved

prosperit}-. He lived a quiet unassuming life, was

upright and honorable in all things and had the

confidence and regard of all with whom he w.as

lirought in contact. He took a commendable in-

terest in everj'tliing pertaining to the welfare of the

community and his aid was not withheld from those

enterprises calculated to promote the general wel-

fare. In iiolitics, he was a Democrat but never

sought or desired public office, preferring to give

his whole time and attention to his business and
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the enjoyment of home life. lie died at his home

at No. 405 South Third Street, March 28, 1883, and

man}' friends sliared with the family in their loss.

Mrs. Hodgson is still living at the old home witli

her children. She has been a devoted and loving

wife and mother, a good neiglihor, and to her hus-

band was indeed a faithful helpmate, doing every-

thing in her power to advance his interests .and aid

him in his work. She has a large circle of acquaint-

ances in this community and is highly esteemed

for her many excellencies of character.

^^UST E. OLSON, a member of the firm of

(ll
(—-, Palm tfe Olson, dealers in staple and fancy

^1^1 groceries, queensware and glassware, at No.

511 East State Street, Rockford, was born in Oland,

Sweden, in 1857. He is a son of Pear Olson, who

in 1889 started for this countr}' to visit his sons,

but while on the waj' died in New York City of

inflammation of the lungs. He was then sixty-five

j'ears of age. His wife, whose maiden name was

Wilhelmina C. Bjarklund, had died in Sweden

some 3'ears previous, at about the age of fifty-five

years. Both were members of the Swedish Lu-

theran Church. Our subject has a brother, Uno
Olson, who still resides in Sweden. A half-brother,

Victor, resides with him in this city, and Edward,

another brother, resides in Butte City, Mont. He
is a molder by trade, but for a time engaged in

clerking, and is now manager of a prominent cloth-

ing store in that city.

Our subject acquired a good practical education

in his native land, and at the age of eighteen

started for Germany and England. He l)ecame a

sailor boy, and for four years followed the sea.

He was the first of the family to come to America,

crossing the Atlantic in 1878. Two years later, he

came to Rockford, and for a time was connected

with the furniture factories of this city.

In 1886, the firm of Palm & Olson was formed

as successors to the firm of Johnson & Hugh, for

whom our subject had formerly clerked. He after-

ward bought out Mr. Hugh and was a partner of

Mr. Johnson, who sul>se([uently sold out to Mr.

Eskelsen, but a few months later Mv. Palm bought

the interest of the latter in the business. They

carry a full and complete stock, and 1)\' their good

management and courteous treatment iiave built

up an excellent trade, of which they are well de-

serving. Mr. Olson is also connected with other

interests. He is a stockholder in the Mantel and

Furniture Company, the Rockford Manufacturing

Comjjany, the Rockford Baking Company, ami a

Director and stockholder in the Rockford I'dsIpii.

Daring his life .as a sailor, Mr. Olson visited

many of the leading ports of Europe, also landed

on the shores of South America .and West Africa.

The vessel on which lie sailed was a merchant

vessel from a German port. During that period

of his life he learned raucli that has been of pleas-

ure, profit and importance to him. It was a for-

tunate day for Mr. ( )lson when he came to America,

for he has here met with prosperity, and is now
well-to-do. Politically, he is a Republican, but

h.as never sought or desired public office. In his

religious belief he is a member of the First Luth-

eran Church. A lithographic portrait of Mr. Ol-

son is presented in this connection.

=feH

bEVI B. FULLER. Prominent among the

I, wealthy residents of Rockford, whose long

s and useful life has enabled him to retire

and enjoy the recompense which he so justly de-

serves, we are pleased to mention Mr. Fuller,

whose successful career stands forth as a fitting

example of what can be done by earnest and con-

stant effort. lie is residing at a comfort.ahle home

in the city and for a number of years h.as been ex-

tensively engaged in buying and shipping poul-

try during the winter season, operating under the

title of Read <t Fuller. Prior to that, however, he

conducted an extensive farm until 1865, since

which time he has only devoted a [lart of his time

and attention to its cultivation.

He of whom we write has been a resident of

Winneb.ago County since 18.'5',), with the exception

f)f a few years spent in the West. l\lr. Fuller came

to this State from New York, where his birth

occurred in 1834, in Genesee County. Being
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quite young on making his lioiiic here, he grew to

mature years on his father's farm, lie is the son

of .Toiui Fuller, a native of INIassaehusetts, where

his fallier. Lemuel I-"uller, lived anrl died. The

latter-named gentU'inan was called Capt. Fuller,

but it is not known that he liad a regular military

record.

The father <if imr suhject removed to New
York State when a young man, where he was for

some time connected with his brother, Judge

Henry Fuller, the well-known founder of the horse

streetcar railway in Chicago, 111. 'J'he maiden

name of the mother of our suliject was Lucy
Wilder, a native of the Hay State, where her fam-

ily were well and prominently known. After the

birth of four children, the parents of our subject

came to Illinois in 18;V,), and located on a farm in

this county, which the father had purchased from

the Croverument the year previous. This now
prosperous city ^\as little more than a hamlet in

that early day, consisting mostly of log houses,

and here it was that the family were subjected to

all the inconveniences and i)rivations incident to

pioneering in a new countiy. He lived to see the

country liuilt up, contriliuting his share to every

good cause, and at his death, which occurred in

1858, had secur(.'(l a com[)etence as a product of

personal industry anil good judgment. In his i)0-

litical relations, he was a Whig, and held many of

the local oflices within the gift of the {icople. His

good wife is yet living on the old homestead at

an advanced age, ami can tell many a tale of in-

teresting pioneer times. She is widely known in

this county as a lady possessing a kind and gener-

ous heart and a cheerful disposition.

Levi B. Fuller is the second child and son of

eight children born to his (larents, six of whom are

yet living, and are well-to-do in this world's

goods. Miss Anna A. Thomas became the wife of

our subject in Chickasaw County, Iowa. Her birth

occurred in Pennsylvania Ma3' 16, 1842, which
was also the native State of her parents. Her fa-

ther died in Iowa, where he was a farmer in good
circumstances. The parents bore the names of

Zenith and Martha (Carpenter) Thomas, the latter

of whom is living in tlie Ilawkeye State. Mrs.

Fuller was a young girl when she went to that

State with an elder brother, Levi S., where she

received her education and taught school i)rior to

iier marriage. She is a consistent niemiier of the

Congregational Church and takes an active inter-

est in all religious affairs.

j\lr. Fuller of this sketch has served as Alder-

man of the Fifth Ward on the Republican ticket,

the duties of which office he has performed in a

most creditable manner. Of their family of five

children, three are deceased, viz: P^ianklin S.,

Emma .and Ida E. Levi S. is engaged in the cler-

ical department v{ the Price Glove Factory, of

Rockford. Frances is a student at Mt. Ilolyoke

(M.ass.) College.

4.^,|.,^,{.

m

|||lT)St)X DAY, one of the prominent farmers

of Durand Township, Winneljago Countj',

makes his home on section 28, and is justly

regarded as one of the substantial young
men of this section. He was born in Washington

County, Ohio, March 7, 1857, and is the son of

Daniel and Arvilla (Lackey) Day, natives of

Pennsylvania and Vermont, respectively. Tiiey

were married in Ohio, and in the spring of 1865

made their advent into Illinois and located u|>on

the farm which is the present property of oui- sub-

ject. The elder Mr. Day became the owner of a

tract of one hundred and fifty acres, which he

placed under good tillage and which was his home

until his demise, which occurred April 10, 1887.

He was followed to the land beyond by his wife,

who passed away February- 21, 1891.

He of whom we write was a member of a family'

which included nine children, viz: Frances, who
died when young, as also did Sarah and ]\Iary

(twins); Amanda departed this life in her eleventh

year. The next in order of birth was an infant

who died unnamed. Abbie married Calvin Smythe

and died in Stephenson Count3', this .State, IMay 18,

l.s.sd. She left at her death a daughter, Abbie II.,

who is how lieing reared in the familj' of our sub-

ject. Hugh makes his home in this county, and

Daniel.

The parents of our suliject at their decease were

in the possession of two hundred and thirty acres
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of hmd. In politics, the father was a Democi-at

and (in that ticket was elected to serve in the posi-

tion of Highway Commissioner and also School

Director. .Judson Day was reared to perform the

duties of a farmer lad and being .in apt pupil oli-

tained a good education in the district schools.

Maria Iloyt, who became his wife, December !), 1879,

was the daughter of Ileman and .Sarah (Thorn)

Iloyt. and was born in Minnesota. Dccemlter 15,

18.")7.

To our subject and his most estimable wife have

been granted a family of seven children, viz: Nellie,

Dudley, M\rtle; Sarah, Daniel and Harold are de-

ceased and Gladys. Our subject is engaged in

general farming and is the proprietor of a magnifi-

cent estate of three hundred and eighty-six acres,

which by persistent industry and good judgment

he has pl.aced under excellent cultivation. He is a

believer in and a supporter of the principles of the

Republic»an party, and at the present time is

classed anaong the wealthy and popular members

of the agricultural community in this county,

which rank he has attained l)y hard work and

economv.

(^p^HOMAS 8. MERRILL, one of the progressive

fif^^ and enterprising .agriculturists of Boone

^^y County', 111., and a man well and favorably

known over its length and breadth, is of English

origin and a descendant of one of three brothers

who left England and settled in America as early

as 1650. Very little more is known of these brothers

but that their descendants have ever been loyal

and ui)right in every walk of life there is every

evidence. Mr. Merrill was born m the Emi)ire

State, Herkimer County, near the town of Litch-

field, on the 8th of September, 1836.

Our subject's father, Asel Merrill, ,Ir., was born

in Exeter, N. Y., on the 29th of March, 1806.

and was married in his native State, to Miss Au-
retta Smith, also a native of New York State. He
followed .agricultural pursuits in his native State

until September, 1845, when with his wife and
four children he started from Herkimer County

witli a Iwo-horse wagon, and reached Chicago after

a jtmrney of twenty-one days. Tiiev shipped their

goods by water. During the fullnwiiig winter,

they rciiiained in the vicinity of Chicago, and in

the spring of isii; iliey made their first appearance

in Uoone County, settling on land taken up from

the (Tovcrninent in the fall of 1845 by Mr. Merrill.

The latter liauhMl lumber from Chicago for his

first house and commenced impidving the one

hundred and twenty acres lie owned, lie became

one of the foremost farmers of his section an<l died

here on the 16th of August, 1886. He w.asoiieof

eight cliildren liorn to tlie mai'ri.age of Asel Mer-

rill, Sr., whii was a native of the Nutmeg .State,

and who died in Oneida County, N. Y.. wlieu well

advanced in years. His ancestors were in the

Revolutionary War and fonglit bravely fur inde-

pendence.

When Asel Jlerrill, .Ir., purchased his farm of

one hundred and twenty acres, our subject and his

brother Richard bought three hundred and twenty

additional acres and, although it was without buikl-

ings of any kind, these young men went to work

and soon made vast improvements in tiieir place.

In 1858, our subject w.as t.aken with the California

fever and went to that State to engage in mining.

Five years later, he returned to Illinois, and on the

7th of March, l.S7(l. was wedded to Miss Louisa

Daggett, who was born in New Hampshire and

died on the 23d of December. 1M81, leaving two

daughters: Maud E., who was liorn in this county

and townshiji, on the 26th <.)f March, 1873, and

who is now teaching here, is a graduate of the

Belvidere schools. The other child, Blanche A., is

also a native of this county and townsiiip, and was

born on the 12th of October, 1875. She is now in

the Belvidere High .School. Mrs. Merrill w.as a

daughter of George W. and Sarah L. (Cole) Dag-

gett, also natives of New England. (.See sketch of

Mrs. S. L. Pratt for further history of the Daggett

family.)

On the Uth of M.ay, 1883, j\lr. Merrill was mar-

ried to Miss L. E. Maynard, who w.as born in Rome,

Bradford County, Pa., on the 25th of .lanuary,

1842, and whose parents, Pierpont E. and Laura

M. (Washburn) Maynard, were natives of the

Empire State. Both parents are now deceased.
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tlie father drying in Pennsylvania and tlie mother

in Beividere, 111., aged lift}- and eiglity-twu jcars,

respectively. Although no politician, Mr. Merrill,

like his father before him, advocates the principles

of the Democratic party. The latter cast his first

Presidential vote for Andrew Jackson. Oursuh-

jectattends regularly the rniversalist Church. He

is acknowledged hy all U< be a man of unquestion-

able honesty and is universally res{)eeted througji-

out the county.

APvL A. NEW15U1JG is a member of the

firm of Newburg & Nygren, dealers in real

^' estate; they also conduct an Insurance and

loan business. This firm was organized in the

sjn'ing of 1892, and is alrcad3' winning a liberal

public patronage. Mr. Newbni-g was not unknown
to the citizens of Rockford, as for seven yeais

he had engaged in business as a contractor and

builder.

Our subject was born in the Province of Smo-

land, Sweden, on June 2, 1859, and was reared and

educated in his native Province. He was the first

of the family to come to this country. He sailed

for New York in the spring of 1880, and, after

reaching his destination, went to Kidgewaj', Pa.,

where he had learned the trade of an architect and

house builder. In May, 1886, he came to Rockford

and has since resided in this city. For some years

he carried on business in the line of his trade, was

a stockholder in the Manufacturers' National Bank
and was also interested in other corporations. He
owns a half interest in a promising patent known
as a rotary loom for rapid weaving, both for fac-

tories and for home use. In this he is associated

with Jacob Peterson, of Putnam, 111. They expect

soon to establish a factory and l)egin business in

the manufacture of this loom.

Since coming to this countiy, Mr. Newburg has

been followed by three of his brothers. Swans A.,

Elof and Frank P. The former is a contr.actor and
yet resides in Pennsylvania. Elof is a clergyman

of the P^ree Mission Swedish Church, and Frank is

a carpenter of Rockford. The parents, Solomon
and Klin (Swcnson) Nelson, are still livintj in

Sweden and both are now past the age of sixty

years. They are members of the Swedish Lutheran

Church. The father has made farming his life oc-

cupation.

In Ridgeway, Pa., Mr. Newburg was united in

marriage to Miss Hannah Johnson, who was born

in Holland, Sweden, Februaiy 20, 1858. When a

young woman, she came alone to this country in

1880, the first of her family to cross the Atlantic.

The parents never came to this country. The fa-

ther, Johan Johnson, died in his native land when

past the age of sixty 3'ears. His wife is still liv-

ing and is a member of the Lutheran Church, to

which her husband also belonged.

Mr. and Mrs. Newburg both hold membership

with the Free Mission Church of Rockford. Their

home has been blessed by the |)resence of five chil-

dren who arej'et living: Gertie J., Carl O., Nannie

E., C'arl E. and Arthur S. They have also lost two

children, Carl II. and Carl E. In politics, Mr.

Newburg is a Republican and is Alderman for the

Sixth Ward. He has become quite well known in

liusiness circles and is held in high regard.

'A\ J)II^^^ •^- -TOllXSON, Secretary and business

\/-J/ manager of the Republican Printing Com-

\^^ P'1113'i lifis made a success of newspaper

work, as he has been engaged in that business

during the greater part of his active life. At the

organization of the company, he became city

editor, from April 10, 1890 to February, 1891. He
was then made Secretaiy and manager. He is well

and favorably known throughout this portion of

the State and it is due in a great extent to his ac-

quaintance, ability, industiy and enterprise that

the Reimblkan of this city has reached its present

position in the newspaper world.

The original of this sketch was given a good

education, being a graduate of the East Side City

High School in the Class of '81, after whicli he at

once became connected with the home newspapers

as city reporter. With the exception of the two

years when he edited the Bfaam at Aurora, this

State, he has been actively em])loyed in newspaper
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work in Rockford. He combines in a happy de-

gree marked ability as a writer and business man.

Mr. Johnson was born December 9, 1863, in

Cherry Valley, Winnebago County, and resided

with his parents until starting out in life on his

own account. Tlie latter were natives of Sweden

and on emigrating to America, located in this

county, where the3' were married and resided on

a farm in Ciierry Valley Township. In 186,5, the

father was accidentally drowned in the Kishwau-

kee River, leaving his wife and four children.

Our subject's mother had previously married, in

her native eountr^^ a Mr. Johnson, who left at his

decease three children, who came with their

widowed mother to the United States. She is

still living and makes her home at the present

time in the city of Rockford.

Miss Tillie Olson was united in marriage with

our subject. Mrs. Johnson accompanied her par-

ents on their removal to the United States when

quite young; they still reside in this city, and like

the Johnson family are active members of the

Swedish Lutheran Ciiurch. To our subject and

his wife have been born two children, Hazel and

Sidney. In his political relations, Mr. Johnson is

a sound Republican, and socially, is a member of

the Knights of Pythias.

ON. ROBERT SIMPSON. This great Re-

public owes a larger debt than she can ever

pay to the loyal citizen-soldiers who rallied

to her defense in the darkest hours of the

Rebellion and heroically fought and suffered until

the glorious Stars and Stripes once more waved

over an undivided country. Asa representative of

those heroes, it gives us pleasure to present the

portrait and record briefly the life of Robert

Simpson, who did honorable service in the Union

Army during the late war. He has acquired a

fortune by a persistent course of industrj' and

economy, and is therefore enabled to spend his later

years in comfort in the city of Rockford.

Our subject was born in Yarmouth, London
District, Province of Ontario, Canada, on the 15th

of March, 1836, and is a son of Peter Simpson, a

native of Edinboro, Scotland, where also his fa-

ther, Robert, Sr., as far as is known, was born. The
grandfather of our subject came to America in

1833, settling in the above-named district of

Canada, where he resided for six years, then came

to Illinois and bought a "squatter's" claim in Rock-

ford Township, Winnebago County, which was lo-

cated on section 6, Township 13, Orange I, East of

the third principal meridian, lie iiiipioved and

resided upon the tract until his (lecea>u. 'llie

maiden name of the grandmother of our subject

was Mary Knox; she also was a native of Scotland,

and departed this life in Centcrvillc, Wiuneljago

County.

Peter Sim[)son was reared and married in his na-

tive Scotland, where he practiced .as a physici.an in

Edinboro until the year 1833. He then emigrated

to America and located in Yarmouth, Canada, and

came to Illinois the same year as did his father.

With his family, he made tlie entire journey over-

land, crossing the Detroit River on the -Itli of July,

1839, and in the latter part of the same year landed

in this county. At that time all the land in this

vicinity was owned by the Government, and the

few settlers m the county were living in or near

the timber, it not being thought possible that the

prairies would ever be settled upon. The timber

land was held by claimants who were glad to sell

their rights, so they could move farther Westward.

The father of our subject purchased a claim to a

tract of land in Rockford Township, and when the

land came into market bought it from the Govern-

ment. The maiden name of his wife was Henrietta

Currie. She was a native of Edinboro, Scotland,

and bore her husband two children: Susan and

Robert. He of whom we write was three years of

age when he came to Illinois with his parents and

resided with his father until 1862. August 6th of

that year, he enlisted in Com|>any C, Seventy-

fourth Illinois Infantry, and was mustered into tlie

regiment as Corporal. He was soon promoted to

be Lieutenant and participated in the following

named important battles: Perrysville, Nolausville,

Stone River, Liberty Gap, Chickamauga, Missionary

Ridge, and with Sherman in his Atlanta campaign,

taking part in the battles from Chattanooga to At-

lanta and in the siege and capture of that city.
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After its fall, be went with his regiment in pursuit

of Ilood and fought in the battles of 8|)ring Hill,

Franklin and Nashville. He was honoraljly dis-

charged with his regiment and was mustered out

June 10, 18(1.'), when he returned Imnie and engaged

in farming.

I'levious to entering the army, our subject pur-

chased eighty acres of land, located on section 5,

and included in his i>resent farm. He has at dif-

ferent times purchased iiroiJcrty until liis estate

now includes four hundre<l and llfty acres in Kock-

ford Township. lie has been more than ordinarily

successful in agricultural i)ursuits, and in the fall

of 1891 he rented his farm and [lurcliased a home

in the city of Kockford, where lie now lives re-

tired.

The date of our subject's marriage to Eliza

Davis, a native of New lU'iinswick, was April 17,

ISCT. She was the d;iugliter of .lohn and KUen

Dax'is and departed this life in 1872. Mr. Simpson

the following year was married to Catherine

Spottswood, a native of Kemiitville, Grenville

Countj^ Province of Ontario, Canada, and the

daughter of Robert and Mary ((iraliam) Spotts-

wood. The father was born in or near Koxboro,

Scotland, where also his father, IJobert Spottswood,

was born, and came to America in 18.'!.'), settling

in Grenville County, Canada, lie had married

Elizabeth Frater, also a native of Scotland, wdio

died in Canada in June, hSIKJ.

The father of IMrs. Sim|)son was a black-smith by

trade, ami on eoming to America in ls;i;!. landed

in (Quebec, whence he went to Kemjitville and was

engaged in the mercantile business. Later, he

removed to St. Lawrence County, N. Y., and after

a few years" resilience there, returiu'd to Iveinpt-

ville, where he foll(.)wed his trade of a blacksmith

until 1867, the date of his arrival in Illinois. He is

now engaged at his trade in 'Westlield Corners.

Mrs. Simpson's mother is the daughter <.if James

and Catherine (Clinkscales) (iraham, and was born

in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, and is still living. The
onl}- daughter of our subject by his first marriage

died when twelve years of age. The two children

born of his seci.ind union are still living and named
respectively Mary II. and Arthur (J.

The Hon. IJobert Simiis(_iii was elected to the

State Legislature on the Democratic ticket in 1888.

He has also served his fellow-townsmen in other

capacities and for a period of ten jears was Super-

visor of Rockford Township.

C^^HOMAS D. KEF.ER, Treasurer of the Rock-

irrnS"!
*""' Lumber and Fuel Compau}', of which

vL^' business he was one of the promoters, has

tilled his present positifin since the organization of

that company in Ajiril, 18'.M), and is one of the

leading business men (if the [ilace. He was for-

merly a member of the linn of Perry & Reber,

lumber dealers, the company being formed on the

6th of January, 1885, and he is now a Director

and President of the Rockford Driving Club, in

which he is a large stockholder. This club was

organized in 1890 and has since laid out a park

and built a mile-race track. Mr. Reber, who is

deepi}' interested in the breeding and raising of

standard-bred horses, is the owner of the well-

known hf)rse " Indeiiendence," record 2:30, and

also cnviis other promising animals. He is a stock-

holder of the IngersoU Milling Comjiany, organ-

ized in the earlj' part of 1891, is a Director of the

same, and he is also Vice-President of the Board of

Control of the Rockford Commercial Club, organ-

ized in February, 1891. He is a stockholder in

the Excelsior Furniture Company, was President

of the same in 1890 and ^'ice-President in 1891,

and he is also a stockholder and an ex-Director of

the Rockford Paint Coinp.any. He is a stockholder

in both the Manufacturers' National Bank and the

Forest City National Bank; the latter was organ-

ized in the early part of 1890. He was an original

stockholder in the Superior Brick Company', or-

ganized in 1891. and a stockholder in the Nelson

Hotel Company.

Mr. Relier was born in Reading, Pa., on the lltli

of December, 1863, passed his boyhood and youth

there, and received his education in the Reading

Business College. He subsecpiently attended the

State Normal near Lancaster, Pa., and in April,

1883, with very little means to assist him in the

struggle for a livelihooil, he came to Rockford,

111., and liegan working for the modest sum of
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$1.25 per daj-. He is of Pennsylvania Dutch stock,

and his parents, B. B. and Mary E. (Dechart) Re-

ber, were natives of the Ke^-stone State. Tlic fa-

ther died when our subject was eighteen niontlis

old, but the mother, who is still quite active al-

though well along in years, resides in Reading, I'a.

Mr. Reber was married to Miss Lydia Logue, a

native of Cliicago, but who was reared and edu-

cated in Rockford, where her parents are still liv-

ing. He has just completed a $6,000 residence

at No. 305 South Third Street, and a $2,000 barn

at the same place. He is a live man and full of

energy and business. He and ;Mrs. Reber are

classed among the leading young people of the

city and regular attendants at the First Christian

Union Church. Sociallj-, Mr. Reber is a Thirty-

second degree Mason, a member of the Consistory

of Freeport. charter member of the Uniform

Rank Knights of Pythias, the Improved Order of

Redmen, of Rockford, and of the German society,

Germauia. He is also a charter member of the

Royal Arcanum. In politics, he is a Democrat in

national affairs. He was formerly a member of

the local militia, the Rockford City Grays, and

was First Lieutenant of his company for two years.

Although not at all superstitious, Mr. Reber re-

gards the 7th of each month as his "lucky day,"

and really has been very fortunate on those days.

To his marriage have been born two interesting

children, Helen J., about three years old, and Ed-

win Periy, six mouths old.

PRANK WARD, President of the Ward Pump
Companj-, of Rockford, was born in the

Province of Ontario, Canada, and was a

son of Mark Ward. His grandfather and father

were both natives of the Empire State. The Litter

learned the trade of a molder when a j'oung man,

and was thus employed when, with his parents, he

went to Ontario, where he worked as a molder

until 1854. In that year he brought his family to

Rockford, 111., afterward removing to Milford,

where he died at about tlie age of fifty years. His

wife, whose maiden name was Ann M. .Tolinston,

was born in Canada, but her parents were natives

of New Y(.)rk, and were of Dutch dc.'^criil. She is

still living in Rockford, at the advauceii age nf

eiglity-nine years, and is a meuiber of Ihe l;a|ilif.l

Church, to which Mr. Ward also lieh>iigcd.

Ill the family of this wortliy niuple were six

children. (Jiirsuliject leinaineil uuderthe parciilal

roof until he attained his luaJDrity. and under his

father, learned the trade of a iiKilder. At the ag(^

of seventeen, he came with the family to Rockford

in 1854, and in this city was sulise(iueiilly married

to Helen Wortinaii, who was liorn in lViiiis\lva-

nia, and when a cliild, came to Illinois with her

parents, William and Mary (Milleck) ^Vortnlan,

who were also natives of the Keystone State, and

were of Pennsylvania Dutch descent. ( )n coininLT

to the West, they located on a farm in Scott Town-
ship, Ogle County, where both Mr. and .Mis. Wort-

man spent the remainder of their days. Ilis death

occurred at the age of seventy-seven years, and

his wife died in her fifty-second year. They were

members of the Presbyterian Church, and were

highly respected people. In their family were

three sons and four daughters, who are yet liviiii;-.

Five children have graced the union (.)f Mr. and
Mrs. Ward: Elmer, who married Anna Wetenhall,

and is a molder in his father's shoi)s; Mary E., an

intelligent young lady, occuiiying the position of

Treasurer of the Ward Pniiip Company; Mark A.,

a molder by trade, employed as shii)ping agent in

his father's shops; Belle and Carrie, at home. All

of the family are stockholders in the l'uni|i Com-
pany. The mother and children are members of

the Centennial Methodist Church. The father

and sons are stanch Republicans in i)olitics. The
family have a [)leasant home at No. ;!()2 Third

Street, and is well and favorably known through-

out the community.

After coming to Rockford, Mr. Ward was em-

plo3'ed as a molder for some time, and later became

connected in that capacity with Emerson cfe Talcott,

continuing with those gentlemen for some years.

In company with M. I). Gebler, he then established

business as a molder and foundry man, and after

three or four years became sole proprietor. That

was the beginning of his present business. He
commenced the manuf.acture and sale of pumps,

and in August, 188ii, the company of which he is
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president was incorporated. They now do a suc-

cessful and rapidly growing business, and in con-

nection with the niauufacture of pumi)s, now do

repair and job casting. 'I'lie ollicers of the ci^mi-

pany are Frank Waid, President; George S. Stan-

ley, Vice-President; Frank Lane, Secretary; and

Miss Mary E. Ward, Treasurer. Our subject is an

enterprising business man, sagacious and far-

sighted, and by tlie exercise of good business

principles has steadily worked his way upward to

a position among tlie leading manufacturers of this

thriving cit}'.

<ip«) DWARl) (;. SllELDEN. Among the many

11^ prominent agriculturists of Winnel.iagi)

/•'—^ Count}' who are now living retired in the

village of that name, we are pleased to mention

Mr. Shelden, who ranks among the well-to-do and

progressive citizens of this section. He was born

in Granger, Medina County, Ohio, and, it is suj)-

posed, is a direct descendant of the seventh gener-

ation from William Shelden, who emigrated from

England in 1634, and located at South Kensing-

ton, R. I. The line of ancestry is .as follows:

Johu, son of William; Is.aac, son of John; .Joseph,

son of Isaac; Jonathan, son lA Jt)seph; David, son

of Jonathan, was the father of our subject. He
was born in Schoharie County, jS'. Y.. October 2i»,

17'J4.

Jonathan Shelden, the grandfather of our sub-

ject, was born June 21, 1770, probably m New
England; he resided for a numlier of years in

Schoharie County, N. Y., thence moved to Ohio

and located on a fai'm in Kichlield Township,

Summit County, where lu' was living at the time

of his demise. The full name of his wife, and
grandmother of our subject, was Abiah Northrup,

who was born April IC, 1770, and died on the

home farm in liichlk-ld Township.

The father of our subject was reared in his na-

tive State, and when eighteen years old went to

Ohio, his destination being Cleveland. Tiiere

being a severe storm, the passengers on the vessel

on which he had taken passage were obliged to

laud, and he made his way on foot to Richfield

Township, Summit County. He resided there for

a time and then returned to the Empire State and

was married, whence he again came to Ohio and

purchased a tract of timber land in what is now
Granger Townshii), and there erected a log house,

in wliicli oiu' subject was born. His decease oc-

curred March 31, 1873, and bis wife, who bore

the maiden name of Anna Searles, also died on

the same farm.

The parental family of our subject included

eight children: Pha»be A., Ezra D., Edward G.,

Isaiah ,1., Clinton G., Myron 8., Albert I), and

Frances E. Our subject was reared in his native

town and attended the pioneer log school house,

which contained slabs set on wooden pins for

seats. He assisted his father in carrying on the

farm in the woods until 1851, when he paid his

lirsl visit to Illinois. At that time Cherry Val-

ley was the Western terminus of the railroad, and

Riickford was reached by stage. Our subject

started on foot to explore tlie country, and, re-

turning to Ohio, resided there until June, 1853,

when, accompanied by his wife .and one child, he

started to Illinois. Mr. Shelden purchased a tract

of wild prairie laud on section 1, Seward Town-
ship, for which he paid $5 per acre. After im-

proving ills property, he sold it and I)ought two

hundred and forty acres on sections II and 23.

He later removed to the farm which he still owns

and rents.

In (Jctober, 1818, the original of this sketch

was married t(.) Aurenda M. Stimsou, who was

born in ^leudon, Monroe County, N. Y., January

2'J, 182',i. Her father, Jason Stimson, was a na-

tive of \'ermont, whence he removed to New
York State, residing for a time in Mendon, when

he removed to Granger Township, Medina County,

Ohio, and for a numlier of years was engaged in

the mercantile business. During that time, he

studied medicine, and when completing a course

in the college and ready to practice, he was taken

sick and died.

The maiden name of the mother of Mrs. Shelden

was ]\Iary J. Phelps. She is now living at the age of

eighty-seven years, and makes her home with her

sons, Milton and Jason, in Iowa. Mr. and Mrs.
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Slieldeii have four cliildren, ii;iuiely: Khviii. who

married Rosopha Copeland, has two sons, Frank

aud Homer; lie resides in Topeka, Kan. George

K. married Artelissa Bentlcy, has tliree ehiUUen,

Lena, Ehuer and Clarence, and also resides in To-

peka. Clara, the wife of Edward L. Coix'land,

has two children, Harold and Malcolm, and also

makes her home in Topeka. ^Mavy .1. is the wife

of Walter Whittlesey and lives at Oak Park, C'lii-

caii;o.

Tiie maternal grandfather of our subject, Isaiah

Searles, was born April 7, 17.t9, and served in the

War of 1812. He was wounded in the battle of

Chippewa, Canada, September 17, 1814, taken a

prisoner and carried to Montreal, where his death

occurred in December, 1814. The maiden name

of his wife was Anna Dean, who was iiorn .Inly

19,176'2,and died at Royalton, Cuyahoga County,

Ohio.

\|^OBERT COLTON. The English-American

U*^ citizens of Winnebago Count}' have an ex-

'-^\^ cellent representative in the person of Mr-

Colton, whose portrait and life sketch are

here presented. He is one of the pioneers of 184G,

and his splendid estate in Durand Township, which

consists of three hundred and twenty-five fertile

acres, is supplied with all the needful buildings,

erected substantially and designed attractively.

He has put forth his best efforts to make of it a

home suited to his tastes and the needs of his fam-

ily, and well has he succeeded.

The natal day of Mr. Colton was October 15i

1819, and his birthpl.ace, Nottingham County,

England. He is the youngest child in the family

circle, that included three children, the others be-

ing Ann, who married John Ballader, and John.

Our subject was a lad when his parents died, at

which time he was compelled to start out in life on

his own account. He resided with one man three

years, and, when old enough to receive wages,

hired out to a man named Richard Scott, whom
he served five years, receiving as compensation for

his labors, from ^iO to ^75 per year.

In the spring of 1843, Mr. Colton concluded to

28

try his fortune in the New World, and, setting sail

m the American vessel "Mississi|j|n." after a voj'-

age of twent^'-three days, landed in New York

Harbor. He at once proceeded to Steul)en County,

N. Y., and worked by the day, job, and month, at

anything he could find to do. He was thus em-

ployed for two years, and during that time saved

$201, which served to start him in life. Coming
to Winnebago County, he purchased from the Gov-

ernment a tract of one hundred and twenty acres,

located on section 29, Durand Township.

January 17, 1818, Roliert Colton and INIiss Mar-

tha .Jane Himes were united in marriage. The

lady, who was the daughter of Kiiigsley and Lu-

cinda (Campbell) lliines, was liorn in New Yt)rk

State, and came to Illimiis with her parents. Mr.

Colton finally sold the farm aliove referred to, and

purchased one hiinthed and sixty acres, located

on section 28. The land was covered with timber

and underbrush, and here our subject settled, and

soon placed it under excellent tillage, and erecting

good buildings on tlie jilace, resided there until

October, 1889, when he removed to another farm

on section 21. His property in the county aggre-

gates three hundred and twenty-five acres.

Mrs. Martha Jane Colton departed this life at

her home in April, 1S58, leaving five children:

Letitia C, Mrs. George Krone, makes liei home in

Monona County, Iowa; Elizalieth L. resides in Dur-

and Township, and is the wife of George Cole;

Grace A. married Warren Pettingill, and lives in

Green Coiinty,Wis.; Anna E. is the wife of Charles

Hammond, and makes her iiome in this township;

one son died in childhood.

The lady whom our subject chose for his second

wife was Mrs. Ann Ranney, nee J.a^-ne; she was

born in New York, and was a daughter of William

Jayne. By her marriage with our subject she be-

came the mother of two children: George Robert,

who died in infancy, and William Walter, a grad-

uate of Rush Medical College, at Chicago, and en-

gaged in the practice of his profession iu tliat city.

After the death of Mrs. Ann Colton, our subject

was married, October 10. 1887, to Mrs. Carrie A.

Moore, nee Bradley. The lady was born in High-

gate, Franklin County, Vt., Jiiiu' .5, 1847, and was

a daughter of Stephen and Plucbe Bradley. She
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was rearert to womanliood in the Green Mountain

State, and was there married to IJicliard Moore, by

whom she became the mother of six eliildren, viz.:

Phfrbe, Frederielv, .Tennie, Kicliard, May and

Stejiiien.

He of wlioMi we write is Demneratie in his poli-

tical affiliations. During the war he was a strong

Ihiion man, and a member of the Union League.

lie has become fully identified with the interests

of the county, and has contributed in no small

degree to its growth and prosperity. His present

large property has been acquired through excellent

judgment, and his position is among the foremost

agriculturists of the county.

IRAM C. PHH^LIPS, a successful pattern-

maker and mechanical draughtsman, of

i^ Rockford, was born in the Empire State,

and is descended from English ancestors.

His parents, Jarvis and Nancy J. (Campbell) Phil-

lips, were also natives of New York State, the

father born in Saratoga and the mother in Albany

County. The elder Mr. Phillips was reared on a

farm, and was married in his native count}- to Bliss

Campbell, whose grandfather was a Scotchman.

After all their children were born, Mr. and Mrs.

Phillips came West to Black Hawk County, Iowa,

settled on and improved a fine farm, and there his

death occurred when nearly three-score 3'ears and

ten. He was quiet, industrious and thrifty and

accumulated a comfortable fortune. In i)olitics,

he was a Republican, and, in religion, he was liberal.

His wife, who survives him, is now a resident of

Waterloo, Iowa, and is sixty-seven years of age.

Our subject, the only son of his parents, has

three sisters, who make tlieir homes in Iowa and

Nebraska. He came West with his parents in 18fi5,

and, later, went to Moline, 111., where he learned

his trade. lie subsequently spent one winter in

the '-Lone Star State," but returned to Iowa, and

was engaged in superintending the building of the

Insane Hospital, at Indei)endenc('. Early in the

'7<is. he came to Rockford. mid for alioiit twelve

years he h.as resided on his [)rcscnt propt'r!,y. For

some time, he has been an ex|)('i'imental pattern-

maker, and most of the time has been engaged in

business on Ins own account. He is thoroughly

familiar witli liis liusincss in every detail and is a

skillful nu'chanic and pattern-maker. Since his

resilience in this city, Mr. Philliiis went to Califor-

nia, and for some time was in Los Angeles and

San Francisro, working wliile in the latter place

on the cruisi'r "ClKirk'slon" as a iiattern-maker.

jVfter this, he sjieut one j'ear in Jlilwaukee, Wis.,

with tlie Blilwaukee Harvester Compan\', and then

returned to the thriving little city of Rockford.

Our subject was married in this city to Miss Libby

Shearer, a native of Winnebago County, 111., who
received her schooling and attained her growth iu

Rockford. Her father, George Shearer, came to

Winnebago County at a very early da_y, and died

here when about sixty years of .age. He was a

wheelwright by trade. His wife, whose maiden

name was Lizzie Whisen, is still living, and makes

her home with her children. She is about sixty-

four years of age. They were natives of Wheel-

ing, A'a., and both were strict Methodists in their

religious views.

Mr. and Mrs. Phillips are pleasantly located on

a very valuable tract of land on Corey's Bluffs,

South Main Street, and are well respected in the

community. They are the parents of four daugh-

ters: Eva, Myrtie, Cora and Florence, all at home.

\f(OSEPII W. FAULKNER died at liis home

in Rockford, Februaiy 24, 1888, liaviug

removed here from his farm, which was
' located in Rockford Township, about one

year prior to his decease. He was a very old resi-

dent of this county, having come hither when a

youth of seventeen years with his parents, and

when attaining his majority secured land in Sew-

ard Township and was engaged in its cultivation

for a number of j'ears. He later became the owner

of a tine piece of improved land, located three

miles from Rockford, which he made more valua-

ble liy the erection thereon of first-cl.ass buildings.

He left at his death an excellent estate of one hun-

dred and three acres, which is now in the posses-

sion of his widow and children.
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Mr. Faulkiior was Ijorii in licdfoiilsliiri-, ]'>nu-

huui, Janiiaiy 3, IS.'M, heiiii;- the son (if .lolin and

Mary (Read) Faulkner, also natives of that shire,

where they were farmers. After llie birth of seven

ehildren, the parents of i.nir subject came to Amer-

ica early in the '50s, making the journe}' on a

sailing-vessel, which landed them in New York

after a tedious ocean voyage of seven weeks.

They came direct to Chicago, thence overland

with teams to "Winnebago County, where they

were among the early pioneers of Seward Town-

ship. The father entered a tract of Government

land, which he improved and brought to an excel-

lent state of cultivation, and ranked among the

well-to-do agriculturists of this section.

Our subject, as before stated, was a joung man

when coming to this county, and assisted his father

in developing the new farm and was frequently

sent to Chicago where all their farm products

were marketed. .Tohn Faulkner, the father of

our subject, departed this life at his home in Win-

nebago village in 1884, after having attained to

the age of three-score and ten j-ears. His wife is

still surviving him at the age of eighty-four years,

making her home at No. 704 "Winnebago .Street,

Rockford. Like her husband, she is a member of

the Methodist Church, to the support of which she

is a liberal contributor. The father of our sub-

ject was known in this locality as "Uncle .Tohnnj',"

and was active in all good work which tended to

the upbuilding of his community. He erected the

first warehouse in "Winnebago and was held in

high esteem for his honorable and upright life.

The parental family of our subject included fif-

teen children, of whom two sons and seven daugh-

ters are living. .Toseph W. is the eldest son and

second child, and on attaining mature years was

married in this city to Miss Catherine Faulker,

spelled in Scotland Falconer. She was born in

Ross-sliire, Scotland, in 1836, and was only six or

seven j'ears old when she accompanied her parents

on their removal to America, where the^' located

near Rockford. This was early in the '4os, and

as this vicinity was sparsely settled and most of

the land in its primitive condition, they endured

all the hardships and privations incident to

pioneer life. They made their home for some

time in .'i hut which did not even ImiusI tlie luxury

iif a lldor. This rude structure, however, later

gave way to a comfortable residence, and Ihe

father, Hugh Falconer, later removed to Winne-

bago, where he died in advanced life, lie was

widel3' and favorably known thniugliout tlie

county, being one of those sturdy Scotch citizens

who have contributed so much to the uiibuilding

of this section. Mrs. Falconer died twenty years

after her husband's decease, p.issmg away at the

home of her daughter, Mrs. Faulkner. She was

at that time seventy-three years of age and a con-

sistent member of the Congregational Church, with

which denoniination her husband was also con-

nected. Our subject's wife has three brothers, all

farmers, now living in this count}', where she was

reared and has always resided.

To Mr. and Mrs. Faulkner two daughters have

been born: Mary, who is the wife of .lames lien-

nett, a native of Glasgow, Scotland, who is con-

ducting a fine tailoring business at No. 210 West

State Street, is the mother of two children. Ethel

F. and .Josephine; Katie L., the second daughter,

resides at home with her mother.

—^ "-^^—^—

P:;NRY FlSllKR, one of the prominent busi-

ness men and representative citizens of

Rockford, died on the 21st of .lanuary,

1871, at Fennville, Mich., where he had been

on business. Me was originally from Vermont,

his birth occurring in Springfield of that State,

and his parents, Isaac and Harriet (.Johnson)

Fisher, were natives respectively of Massachusetts

and Vermont. After their marriage, this worthy

couple resided in Vermont, where Mr. Fisher, who

owned woolen mills and who was a skilled machin-

ist, had a very extensive business. As the years

passed liy, they retired from the active duties of

life, moved to Rockford, 111., and there the moth-

er's death occurred a few months later, when

seventy years of age. The father survived her

only a few years. Both were exemplary members

of the Congregational Church and active workers

in the same. He affiliated with the Reijublican

|)arty in his political views. Their son, Henry
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Fisher, received a good common-school education

in his native State and subsequently went to Alle-

gan, Mich., whore iic met and married Miss

Alma L. Parkherst, a native of Bethel, Xt., and

the daughter of Judge Elienezer and Lucy (Ciisli-

iiig) Parkherst, both natives of Windsor County,

Vt. Harly in the '40s, Mr. and Mrs. Parkherst

moved to Michigan, making the trip overland

with teams, and located at Allegan -when it was

but a hamlet. They had the first frame residence

in the place, .and there the father received his final

summons, his death occurring when sixty-four

years of age. For years he was one of the leading

men of the county and held many positions of

trust and honor, the duties of which he discharged

with ability, fidelity and excellent judgment. lie

was Probate Judge, County Treasurer and Register

of Deeds for a great many years. He had taken

decided views as a Whig in politics and was known
as a live and active worker for his party. He was

a descendant of an old and prominent Vermont

family, the members of which suffered much from

the Indians during the War of 1812, and his

brother was captured and held by the savages for

some time. After the death of Judge Parkherst,

his widow moved to Iowa and there died at the

age of sixty-four. Both were Congregatioualists

in their religious views. Mrs. Fisher was but

twelve years of age when her parents moved to

Michigan and in that State she made her home
until 1854, when she came with her husband to

Rockford. Since his death, she has resided at the

old home. No. 107 South West Street, where she

owns a comfortable residence and a valuable lot.

After locating in Rockford, Mr. Fisher became

connected with the lumber business and owned
large j'ards in that city and Cherry Valley. He
also owned a sawmill at Oconto, Wis., and was

engaged in the lumber business there and at Fenn-

ville, Mich. Aside from this, he owned some val-

uable property in Rockford, and was considered a

very successful and prosperous business man. He
had for partners such well-known business men
as Phineas Howes and John Lake, both prominently

connected with the business interests of the city

at the present time. For a number of j^ears, Mr.

Fisher was Superintendent of the Tiiird Ward,where

he had made his home since his residence in that

city, and was holding that position at the time of

his death, which occurred when he was fifty-four

years of age. In politics he advocated the prin-

ciples of the Republican party, and in religion he

was identified with the Congregational Church.

He had a host of warm liriends and his death

was the occasion nf universal sf)rrow. Mrs. Fisher

is well preserved for her years and still takes

much interest in passing events. She has a

brother living in Baltimore and a sister in Chi-

cago. To her marriage were born four children:

Alice, the wife of George Eking, a prominent

banker, Alderman of the Third Ward, a member of

the School Board and one of the live men of

Rockford, and they reside with Mrs. Fisher; G. J.,

at home; William H., with the firm of Holland &
Ferguson, real-estate dealeis, married Miss Rose-

mond Littlefied, and Frank P. married Miss Lena
Cammon and is now a resident of Rockford.

(jp^ ETII C. WILDER, who has long been en-

,^^^ gfiged in farming on section 29, Harlem

Ivjc-jy Township, was born on the 5th of Decem-
ber, 1819, in Jericho, Chittenden County,

Vt. Tradition says that the great-grandfather

was born in London, England, and came to

America in Colonial times, settling in or near

Lowell, Mass., and at one time lie owned a tract of

land now included in Lowell. The grandfather,

Oliver Wilder, was born in Massachusetts and was

a blacksmith by trade. He married Huldah Cut-

ter and spent his last years in Jericho, Vt. His

wife afterwards again married and, having sur-

vived her husband some years, died in Franklin

County.

Oliver Wilder, Jr., the father of our subject, was

born in Townseud, Mass., and w.as reared on a

farm. After the death of his father he located on

the old homestead and settled up the estate. Sub-

sequentl}', he purchased a farm in the town of

Underbill, where he made his home for twelve

years, when he bought land and located in Jer-

icho, there making his home until 1844, when he

disposed of his property in the East and came to
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Illinois. At that time, Winnebago County was

sparsely settled and the work of civilization and

progi'css seemed scarcely begun. He bought a

farm on section 29, Harlem Township, at 1*16 per

acre, upon which a log house and stable had been

built, while twentj'-five acres of the land were bro-

ken. He there resided until called to the home

bej'ond, April 6, 1863. His wife bore the maiden

name of Lemira Lee. She was born in Jericho,

Vt., and was a daughter of John and Sarah (Coch-

ran) Lee. Her grandfather, John Lee, Sr., was

born in Connecticut, and afterward became one of

the first settlers of .Jericho, Vt., where he secured a

large tract of timber land, cleared a farm and made

his home until his death. His son, after his mar-

riage, removed on a part of his father's land and

also followed agricultural pursuits throughout his

entire life. Mrs. Wilder, the mother of our sub-

ject, died in May, 1865. She reared a famil}- of

ten children: Chaunee}-, Sarah, Lemira, Huldah,

Seymour, Page, Van Buren, i\Iary and Laura.

We now take u[) the jiersonal history of Seth C.

Wilder, who spent his boyhood da3'S in a manner

not unlike that of other farmer lads. In 1843, he

bade good-bye to his old home in the Kast, and in

the autumn of that year came to Illinois, locating

upon the farm which is yet his home. Soon after-

wards, he was joined by the rest of the family, who
came in the spring of the following year. With

his parents he remained until 1853, then spent

one year in the East, and since that time has never

left the old homestead. With the history of the

county from a very early da^-, he has been promi-

nently identified and deserves no little credit for

the part he has taken in its upluiilding and ad-

vancement.

In 1861, Mr. Wilder led to the marriage altar

Miss P0II3' Ann Sherman, who was born in Fair-

field, Franklin County, ^'t., and is a daughter of

William Sherman, a native of Connecticut. His

father was also a native of the Nutmeg State

and after his marriage removed to Vermont, be-

coming one of the pioneers of the town of Fair-

field. Upon the farm which he there purchased

and improved he made his home until his death.

His wife bore the maiden name of Polly Phelps.

Their sou William was only two years old at the

time of their removal to Vermont, where he was

reared and educated. Inheriting tlie old home-

stead, he spent the remainder of his days upon it.

He was one of the prominent citizens of that com-

munity and represented his district in the State

Legislature. He p.assed away November 1, 1857.

His wife, Betsy Lee, was a daughter of John and

Sarah (Cochran) Lee. She was born in Jericho,

Vt., and died in May, 1882, having long survived

her husband.

As before stated, during his entire residence in

this county, Mr. Wilder has resided only on the

one farm. Nearly all the improvements upon the

place are his handiwork and i-ts neat appearance

tells of tlie thrifty and industrious life which he

lias led. To the duties of citizenship he is ever

true and since the formation of the Republican

party ho has been one of its stanch supporters.

IIOMAS LANCASTER. In noting the lead-

ing incidents in the life-record of this gen-

tleman, who is numbered among the leading

men in Sliirland Township, Winnebago County-,

we find that he was born in Yorkshire, England, in

1821, and is a son of Thomas Lancaster, who lived

and died in his native FIngland. His mother bore

the maiden name of Mary Clark.

The parental family of our suljjeet included

fourteen children, twelve of whom grew to adult

age, our subject being the fifth child and second

son of the family. He has one sister, Mary, Mrs.

George Lockwood, whose husband is engaged in

ranching and goldmining in Tasmania, whither

they were taken free by the English Government,

to aid in the settlement of that countiy.

The original of this sketch, when twenty-five

years of age, embarked on a sailing-vessel, ''The

tiarrick," and after a tedious voyage of five weeks

vu the water, landed on the American shore, at

New York City, whence he went to Albany, and

thence by way of the canal to Buffalo, and sailed

thence by the lakes to Southport, now Kenosha,

Wis. He had been preceded to the New World by

Ills twill lirother, who died a few months after our
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subject l<>f;Ui.'(l licrc. Tlio brothers settled upon a

tract of one liiiii(b'cil anil sixty acres in Newark,

Wis., wliicli llicy had inirchased from the G(_>vern-

ment, and the alinndant )iroduots of their farm

were marketed at Beloit, eight miles distant.

Living a single man eight or nine years after

coming to this counti-y. our suliject. in I<\'liriiary.

1856, was married to S.-nali, daughter of .lolin

Hydes, who was killed in a pulilic liouse in Eng-

land, when ]\Irs. I^ancaster was two years of age.

She took passage for tin's country- in lS;jf), wlien

thirty-three years of age, and, after lier marriage,

resided on the farm in Newark, Wis., until 1SS2,

when, with lier liusband, she came to Winnebago

County, wliere ^Ir. Lancaster [inrciiased one hun-

dred and sixty-four acres, where tlie_y at present

reside, for wliidi tliey paid tlie sum of ><2'.) per

acre. Tlieir |)r<>perty in Wisconsin was disposed

of at the rate of ^SO an acre.

Mr. Lancaster was tlirown n[ion liis own resources

when a lad of twelve yeai-s, and was given the ad-

vantages of only a few months' scliooling. lly en-

ergy and perseverance united witli ecimomy and

good business qualifications, lie lias secni-ed a hand-

some competency, and is mm living in the enjoy-

ment of the comforts anil luxuries which wealth

affords, being woi-t.h at least -* 12,0(10. INIr. and Mis.

Lancaster have had no children of their own, but

have taken into their home and hearts a young

man, who liears Ihe name of Frank; he is married

to a niece of INIr. Lancaster's, and is working the

farm on shares. In jiolitics, our subject is, and

always has been, a Kepublican, and, although not

identified with any chnich organization, gives lib-

erally of his means to all denominations.

ylLLIAM II. POLLOCK. This gentleman

of whom we write, whose pleasant liome is

to be found in Shirlan<l Township, is de-

scended on both sides from heroic and high-

minded people. He was born in St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., Septcral)er 2."), l.sl 1, and his father,

Samuel Pollock, who was burn in Ireland in 1801,

and who was of Scotch descent, came to the

United States when sixteen 3'ears of age, and after

reaching mature years was married to Miss Betsey

A. Sackett,a native of New York State. Mr. Pollock

was a farmer all his life l)ut also followed the

trade of a mason. His wife died at the .age of

foity-eight years and he followed her to the grave

when about seventy-two years of age.

The subject of this sketch was the first son and

tilth child of eight children born to his parents.

He was the first one of this familj- to make his

wa}' Westward, and he came to Winneb.ago Count_y,

Shirland Township, April 12, IHOG. For the first

five years he worked on the farm and in the lum-

ber regions, and in December, 1870, he was wedded

to iNIrs. I'hcebe Strail, nee Lippitt, afterwards lo-

cating on tlie farm where his wife was reared.

She is the daughter of Dr. .John W. and Almira

(Yarrington) Lippitt, the f.ather a native of

Rhode Island and of English descent, and the

mother a native of New York, and of Scotch par-.

entagc. The Lipiiitts are of the English nobility.

Mrs. Pollock's parental grandfather w.as Loudon

Lippitt, who came from England and settled in

KIhkIc Island at a very early date. He had two

sons and a daughter: John AVesley, Daniel, who

was a school teacher and later a farmer of Pcnn-

sylv.ania, and Nancy, who p.assed awa}^.

.lohn AN'esley l^ippitt was thoroughly educated

for the medical profession and Wcis an eminent

practitioner in his native State. He came to Ill-

inois at a very early date, probably about 1836,

and obtained one-fourth section of Government

land where his daughter now lives. He came first

from New York [n-ospecting in 1835, and traded

his team and outfit for a claim in Rockton

Township, after which he returned on foot to New
York, and the following year returned with an ox-

team bi'inging his family, consisting of his wife

and four children, back with him. On arriving

here, he found his claim covered by a (iovernment

claim, known as Indian Float. He then purchased

another claim of one hundred and sixty acres

of one liaker and moved into a new log house

erected by himself. Three years later, his wife

died, leaving him with the four children above

mentioned: Maria, a resident of Beloit; Jane, Mrs.

W. A. Phelps, of Rockton Township; Ann, Mrs.

C. I>. A\ei-, of ISeloit, and Francis, who died at
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Rocktoii when Iwenty-seven years of age. The

fatlier was .again manictl, in 1843, to Mrs. Alniira

Warren, nee Yarrington, wlio w.as a native of

Chautauqua County, N. Y., but who came to this

State about 1840. She bore him one daughter

and four sons: Pliojbe A., born in February, 1844,

now Mrs. William Pollock; Loudon, the second

son, enlisted in the army when but eighteen, where

he served one year in Company A, One Hundred

and Fortj'-seventh Illinois Volunteers, coming

home on .account of failing health, and died at the

.age of twenty; John and Albert Wesley, both

drowned, and Ira, who died when two years of

.age. Albert Weslej- .and .John were promising

boys and were drowned in Sugar River in 1856.

The body of the former was not found by the

family, although anxiously searched for, but aliout

tliirty-five years later, Mrs. Pollock learned that

Deacon Patten Atwood had talcen the body from the

Roclv River at Roscoe, many miles below, and bur-

ied it there. Dr. Lippitt died in Shirland Town-
ship, wliere his daughter now lives, in 1863, when

sixty-nine j-ears of age. His wife followed him

to the grave one year later, when flfty-eiglit years

of age.

To Mr. and Mrs. Pollock were liorn eiglit cliildreu,

one of whom died in infancy, and the}- now have

four daugliters and three sons: Cora at home, a

graduate of tlie IJeloit High Scliool when nineteen

years of .age, and now conducting a cl.ass in instru-

mental music; Samuel E., a student in tlie ]5eloit

Preparatory Department; Willjur H., attending

the district school; Alice L., attending the home
school; Mary Agnes, also in the home school, as

are Clara M. and Truman A., the two youngest

of this bright and interesting family, ilrs. Pollock

h.as one child, Ilattie Strail, b}' her first marriage.

This daughter is now Mrs. Samuel Bennett, her

husband being a photographer in Wisconsin. Mr.

Pollock h.as been Commissioner of Highways for

nine 3'ears and h.as been School Director for some

time. The past spring he was elected Supervisor

of the township. He and wife are worthy mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which

he has ever been a liberal contributor, .and in which

he has served otHcially for some time. Mr. and
Mrs. Pollock have one hundred and sixty-five

acres free from all encumbrances, and they are keep-

ing twenty cows, selling the milk to the creamery in

Shirland. They are wide-awake and enterprising

and have been successful.

eORNELIL'S E. KNUDSON, the ellicient and

well-known Superintendent of the Co-

operative Furniture Company, w.as Ijurn in

Norway, October 16, 1846. He lost his father,

Knulson (Jlsen, when he was only four years of

age. Mr. Olsen left a widow with ten small chil-

dren to support. Of this family two brothers and a

sister are married and reside in Norwaj', being

well-to-do people. Crist, a brother of our subject,

emigrated to this countrj'. The mother, who was

born in 1801, died at her old home in 1888, at the

age of eight3'-seven years. The p.arents .and chil-

dren all held membership with the Lutheran Church

and were worth }• people.

Oui subject is the 3'oungest of the family. At

a very earl}' age, he w.as thrown upon his own re-

sources .and since that time h.as made his own wny

in the world. In his native land, he served a full

term of apprenticeship to the trade of cabinet-

making, after which he ran a lathe for some time

on Ills own account. At length, he bade good-bye

to his old home, with the intention of trying his

fortune in the New Wurld. He sailed in Ai>ril,

1871, and landed at Quebec, Canada, from whence

he came to Illinois, .and afterward went to

Kentucky. He w.as a resident of Paducah, Ky., for

two .and a half years, following his trade at that

place, and then removed to Chicago, where he

resided only a short time. He then canic to Rock-

ford in the fall of 1873, and has since made his

home in this city.

Mr. Knudson began working here as a cabinet-

turner and was thus emplo3'ed for several years

before becoming connected with the Co-operative

Furniture Company. lie is not only Superintend-

ent and manager of that company and a stock-

holder and Director, but is also a designer and

draughtsman. He is a skilled workman, as his

work in the different departments shows, and is a

most industrious and enersietie man. For four
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years, he was on the road as a commercial traveler

for this company and traveled extensivel}', especi-

ally on the Pacilu' slupe. In this way, he bocaine

acquaintt'd with llie couiilry. its |)eiiple and its

business methods, and the experience was very

valuable to him.

In C'liicago, j\Ir. Knudson was united in marriaj^e

with Miss Randia Brondstad. who was tiorn near

the old home of her husbnnil and was reare(l and

educated in the same scIkkiI district. With lier

sister Maggie, she came to llic I'nited States in

IMay, 1871, locating- in C'liicago, where a Iirother,

Lars, had settled a few years previous. lie and

Maggie are still living in that city and the former

is mai-ried. The fatlier died when ]\Irs. Knudson

was (piite young. lie was long survived liy liis

wife, who departed this life a few years agi.i in

Norway. Tlioy were liotli Lutherans in religious

belief.

I'nto our subject and his wife were born four

children, but three are now deceased: t'arl J.. Anna

D. and Anna E. C).,all of wlioni died in childliood.

Rose E., an intelligent maiden of thirteen summers,

is still with her i)arents. jMr. and Mrs. Knudson

are well-known people of this community and

have the respect of all on account of tlieir many
excellencies of character. In politics, he is inde-

pendent, voting for the bi'st man, regirdless of

party adiliations.

ENRY BROWN. In the monetary and

mercantile fields, i lur subject is known to be

a man of undaunted integrity and sub-

stantial ability. lie is careful and con-

scientious, ever adhering to the dictates (.>f his con-

science in matters both of a pulilic and private

nature. After removing to Rockford in ISfiO, he

was for ten j'ears actively engaged in the livery

business and was one of the prime movers in the

organization of the Co-operative Furniture Com-
pany', with which branch of business he was inter-

ested for eight years. Since that time, however,

he has lived retired from active labor.

Our subject was born in Springlield, Windsor
County, Vt., March 20, 182C, and w.as a s<m of

Jonathan Brown, who was also a native of that

place. His grandfather, Elisha Brown, hailed from

Coliasset, Mass., and was active in the cause of

American liberty, having participated in the battle

of Bunker Hill and served through the entire

Revolutionary struggle. His father served in the

French and Indian War and bravely endured all

the privations which fell to the lot of a soldier. He,

in company with his Iirother Abel, and a Mr.

Stevens were the third settlers in .Springfield, Vt.

The grandfather secured a large tract of timber

land, which he cleared from the wilderness and re-

sided uiion for many years. There being no rail-

road in the vicinity of his lirune, the farm jirod-

ucts were conveyed by team to Bc)Ston, ninety-

two miles away. The maiden name of his wife

was Merrill Bates, a native of Coliasset, Mass.,

who lived to the advanced age of one hundred

years, lacking four months. The father of our

subject was reared on the old home farm and when

starting out in life for himself, settled on a tract

of land owned by his father, which was located one

mile from the village, on which he made his home

until a short time before his death, when he re-

moved into the village. The mother of our sub-

ject liore the maiden name of Hannah Stoeker, who
was born iu Springfield, Vt., and whose father was

a Revolutionary soldier, having participated in the

liattle of Bunker Hill and was present at the sur-

render of Cornwallis. (_)ur suliject removed to

Winnel.iago County, where he was among the earl3'

settlers. Mrs. Hannah Brown, his mother, died in

Springlield, having borne her husband six children

:

Horace, Henry, Homer, Augusta, Abbie and Emily.

Henry Brown was reared in Springfield, Vt., and

resided with his parents until reaching his twentieth

year, when he removed to Lansingburg, N. Y., and

engaged in the niannf.acture of oilcloth. In 1849,

he came to Rockford by way of the Lakes to Chi-

cago and overland to this cit3-. After spending a

few months here, he returned to the Empire State

and was again engaged in the manufacture of oil-

cloth at Lansingburg. In 1869, however, he made
permanent settlement in Rockford, where, as before

stated, he conducted a livery stable for ten years.

In December, 1849, Miss Ellen Brooks, who was

born in Lansingburg. N. Y., became the wife of
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our subject. To tliem liave been liorn two sons,

Ilany W. and Howard B. Tlie former married

Fannie Gaskett and is the father of three eliildren:

Clara, deceased, Chessie and Sarah A.

UTHER LAWnKNCE. The family to which

this gentleman belonged traces its ancestry

to Sir Robert Lawrence, of Ashton Hal!,

who was knighted about 11 'JO. John Lawrence,

of Suffolk, England, came to America in 1635, set-

tled in Watertown, Mass., and died at Groton, in

l()fi7. A descendant of that gentleman in the

eighth generation, Luther Lawrence was born at

Groton, Mass., Jul}' 29, 1812. He was reared on

his father's farm, and after having acquired his

education in the district and village schools,

learned the trade of a miller, which he followed

for several 3'ears with success.

In companj' with six young men, Mr. Lawrence

left Groton October 26, 1837, for the new West.

The journey was slowly mxde, the first part being

bj" stage and railway ; then p.assing through the Erie

Canal, they finally resorted to horses and wagon,

and lastly to ox-teams as they ueared their Western

goal. Our subject reached his destination amid

the same difficulties experienced by the men and

women who often left peaceful homes to become

the brave pioneers of Illinois. He had heard of

tlie far-famed beautiful valley of Rock River, and

forthwith set to work with youthful ambition and

manly integrity to aid in the start of one of the

most fertile and prosperous countries the world

possesses. Sufficient wealth crowned his efforts

—

the result of success in business. No notable event

or grand achievement occurred to give special tone

to his life, as he was one of the few who never

craved public office. He gave generously of his

means for the support of every good cause in a

Christian w.ay, and in his home was courteous and

most hospitable.

It cannot be said of Mr. Lawrence that he was a

hero worshipper, although he cherished a sincere

admiration for true, manl}' worth in all men, and,

in short, w.as a good friend, and at the same time a

strong enemy to self-conceit. The last years of

his life were s[)eat in tlu! village when' ho died,

and in the house lie built nearly a half-century

ago. This structure of stone, the first of any con-

sequence in the village at that time, was consid-

ered quite "recherche." The facilities for trans-

porting building material lieing somewhat limited,

it became necessary to emploj' a local mechanic t(i

make by hand the various parts of the house—the

blinds, moulding's. stair-rails, etc.—all of vvhicii

were neatly executed in a praiseworthy manner.

Of the personal characteristics of Jlr. Lawrence,

one deserves special mention: he had a tenacious

memory, and late in life was never more at ease

than when exploring the halls of memory, recall-

ing events long past, and dwelling on genealogies

with guarded care. Perhaps his chief fault was in

living over the past. Shortly before his death, he

remarked to a friend: ''The outlook of the new

countries, Alaska and Africa, of which I have been

reading, is most promising, but of their possibili-

ties and probabilities, we may only judge Iiy the

past; that we absolutelj' know. We may safely

predict for them, by comparison with the wonder-

ful progress our own country has made."

In politics, Mr. Lawrence w\as always a Repub-

lican; his first vote, in 1833, was for Andrew Jack-

son, the last one he heartily gave for Benjamin

Harrison. His love of nature was somewhat un-

usual, and through nature he would moralize and

prophesy to his nearest friends. He was an ear-

nest member of the Congregational Church, which

he joined in tiarly manhood.

The friends of Mr. Lawrence who cherish his

memory will welcome his portrait, which appears

on an accompan3'ing page.

J^ LEXANDER Jf)HNSON, Superintendent

(@0| of the Rockford Chair and Furnitnre

/// (i Company, was born on the 24th of Dec-

<^ ember, 1839, in Sweden, where his parents

spent their entire lives. His father, Johanns L.

Johnson, was a cabinet-maker by trade, and died

at the ripe old age of eighty-four 3ears, in the

faith of the Lutheran Church, of which he was long

a memijer. His wife, wiio was born in 1807, is
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still livinii ami is nWt ;i incinlicr of the l.iillieinn

Cluu'cli. Three inembeis of the f;unil_\' reside in

this country: our suhjeet; Frank, a cabinet-maker

b}' trade, whci is married and works in the Rock-

ford Chair and Furniture Company, and Carrie,

wife of C. J. Johnson, who is also an employe of

the Rockford Chair and Furniture Company.

No event of special importance occurred during

the childhood of our suliject which was passed in

his native land, where he learned the trade of a

cabinet-maker. lie was the first of the family to

come to the United States, sailing from Gottenburg

in May, 18Gii. He lauded at New York City and

after his arrival in America learned the machinist's

trade, becoming a practical and ellicient workman

in that direction. He posses.ses much mechanical

skill, is a man of goo'l judgment and executive

ability and is physically very strong. For a time

after locating in Rockford, he worked at his trade

but for the past nine years has been Superintendent

of the Rockford Chair and Furniture Company.

He was one of the (uiginal stockholders and

organizers of tliis company, which began business

in 1882. Tliey now enii>loy .'iJujut two hundred

men and do a large and constantly increasing

business, theirs liciiig one of the leading industries

of the city. Mr. .lohnson is also a stockholder in

the Union Furniture (_'oni|iany and in the Mantel

and Furniture Coni[)any.

The wife of our suliject liore the maiden name

of Miss Clara .lohnson. She too was boin and

reared in Swe<len and her parents there spent their

entire lives. ]Mr. and ]Mrs. .lohuson are members

of the Mission Lutheran Chureh. Their union has

been blessed with seven children and the family

circle yet remains unliroken. Li order of birth,

they are as follows: 'Jllhi, l<;iiner, Enoch, Anna,

Cora, Eli and FTorence, all of whom are still under

the i)arental roof.

I\Ir. Johnson is a self-made man. Although now
one of the prosperous citizens of Rockford, he

came here empty-handed, but his industrious and

enterprising efforts in the legitimate pursuit (if his

business has won liim a well-merited success. He

takes an active interest in :dl that [lertains to the

growth and uj^buildiiig of ilic city and gives his

su|iport and co-operation to tliose enterprises cal-

culated to prove of public benefit. Public-spirited

and i)rogre.ssive, he is one of the valued residents

of Rockford and holds a high rank among his fel-

low countrvmen.

HARLES ¥. TRITLE, editor and proprietor

of the Reflector, at Winnebago, is a native of

this county, having been born in the town

of Seward, June 19, 1865. His father, Franklin

Clay Trifle, is a native of Philadelphia, Pa., and

the son of Daniel and Mary Tritle, also natives of

the Keystone State. There the father of our sub-

ject was reared, and when twenty-five years of age

came West and after spending some time in travel,

finally located in Rockford.

The lady to whom Franklin C. Tritle was mar-

ried in ISTiS liore the name of Caroline Faulkner.

After their marriage, the young couple lived in

Rockford, where the}' were classed among the re-

spected and honored citizens. Mrs. Caroline Tritle

was liorn in Marston, Bedfordshire, F^ngland, Aug-

ust 10. 1K32 and is the daughter of John Faulk-

ner, a native of that shire, whence he came to Am-

erica in IK If). The trip across the Atlantic was

made on the sailer " Eleanor," which landed its

jjassengers at New York after a voyage of eleven

weeks and three days. After a st.ay there of six

weeks, Mr. Faulkner went to South Middletown,

Orange C^ounty, that State, and in August, 1846,

came to Illinois, where he remained at Chicago for

two months and then removed to Rockford on the

20tli of November. For four years, he was em-

ployed at various kinds of work, when he removed

to what is now Seward Township, and purchased

land warrants of the Mexican soldiers, which cost

him *!l per acre. There the father of Mrs. Tritle

inijirovcd and resided upon his land until his de-

cease. The maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth

Two; she also hailed from Bedfordshire, and died

at the home of her daughter in Winnebago. The

graudi)arents reared seven children: John, Marj',

J<)se|)h, George, IJachel, Samuel and Caroline.

Charles F. Tritle of this sketch was a lad of ten

years when 1;iking u[i his abode in Winnebago.
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Here he attended the district school and for a time

was ei!iployed as a elerlv in the different stores in

tlie place. In 1887, a stock company was formed

and opening a printing-oflice established the Re-

flecior. Our subject was appointed business man-

ager of the concern and for the ]iast three years

has had sole charge of the establishment and, if we

may judge from the circulation and reading mat-

ter of the paper, is making a success of his under-

taking. In political matters, he votes the Republi-

can ticket and for three years served his fellow-

townsmen as Justice of the Peace and for a like

period was Mayor of the village. He is at the

present time Secretary of the Winnebago Memorial

Society and was appointed Notary Public liy (iov.

Pifer.

—5- ^?®-^^<i=

ETER II. PALMER, Vice-President, stock-

holder and one of the directors of the

Standard P'urniture Company of Rockford,

/ \ was born April 25, 18(31, in "Wester

Gothland, Sweden, and is a son of Andrew and

Nellie' (Bowman) Palmer, who are now residents

of Rockford, as is their daughter and all of their

five sons. Our subject is the eldest of the family;

Paul F., the next in order of birth, is now mar-

ried and works for the Standard Furniture Com-
pany; John E. is in the employ of the same com-

pany; Aaron J. is engaged with the Rockford

Electric Manufacturing Company; Carrie D. and
Simon E. are still at home.

Under the parental roof, our subject spent the

days of his childhood, no event of special impor-

tance occurring during that time. On attaining

his majoritj', he determined to seek a home in the

New World, where he believed better opportunities

were afforded young men, and on the 15th of

April, 1881, he sailed from Gottenburg, landing at

Boston three weeks later. Since that time, all the

family have come to this country. He learned

tlie cabinet-maker's trade and became a skilled

workman, being emplo3'ed for some seven years

by the Union Furniture Company of this city, his

long-continued service giving proof of his faith-

fulness and prompt discharge of duty. Since that

time, he has been connected with the Standard

Furniture Com|iany, one of llie leading industries

of the city, which was estal>IislK'd in ISST, and is

now doing an excellent business, furnishing em-

plo.yment to some two hundred men. He is both

Vice-President and Superintendent, having held

the latter position for three years and the former

for two years.

The marriage of Mr. Palmer and Miss Amanda
O. Swansen was celebrated in this city. The lady

was born in Sweden, near the old home of lier

husband, in October, 1862, and when a young

lady of twenty summers crossed the i)roa<l Atlantic

to America in 1882, since which time she has re-

sided in Rockford and Belvidere, 111. IJoth of her

[larents died in Sweden. One sister, Kmma, is

now the wife of John C'. Oslnirg, who is in the

employ of the Mechanics' Furniture Company, of

this city. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Palmer has

been blessed with one daughter, Rachel.

This worthy couple hold membersliip with the

Swedish Baptist Church, in which our sul)jcct

served as a trustee. He is independent in politics,

voting for the man whom he thinks best qualilied

to fill the office, regardless of party affiliations.

He has devoted his entire energies to his business

since 1887, and the result of his efforts is shown

in the success with which the business has been

carried on. Mr. Palmer is one of the well-known

Swedish residents of Rockford and, although his

residence here is of comparatively' short duration,

he has already made manj' warm friends, who

esteem him highly for his sterling wortli and up-

right life.

r^ ILS J. HANSON, c>nc of the mail carriers

of Rockford, was born in Southern Sweden

i^ June 10, 1853, and the da3s of his boyhood

and 3'onth were spent in the usual manner of

farmer lads. His parents were Hans and Mattie

(Hockinson) Johnson. The father was born on

the 17th of November, 181',), and now lives with

his son Andrew in this city. His wife died in

Sweden in 1869, at the age of forty-nine 3'ears.

Like him, she was a member of the Swedish Luth-

eran Church. The first of the family- to cross the
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Atlantic was Andrew, hofoi-e mentioned. Two sis-

ters are also livinj);- in Ivuekford: Hannah, wife of

J. M. Manson. who is employed by the Union

Tea Conii)an\'; and Alice, wife of Peter Nelson, a

farmer of Boone County. One brother, Martin,

died in Wichita, Kan., at the age of tweutj'-fivc.

On the 3d of May, 1872, at the age of nineteen,

Mr. Hanson bade good-bye to his old home and

sailed for the New World. lie landed in Quebec,

Canada, whence he came at once to this city. On

the '2d of December, 1875, he was united in mar-

riage to INIiss Clara S. Bengtson, who was born in

Sweden in tlie year 1850, and came to this coun-

try in 1<'S7(I. Slie has since resided in Rockford

with the cxcei)tion of one year spent in Chicago.

Her father, Andrew Bengtson, had previously

come to the United States, and his death occurred

in October, 1886, at the age of sixty-two. His

wife is still living with her sons at the age of

seventy-three.

When Mr. Hanson came to America, he was

not onl^- empty handed, liut was ^10 in debt for

his passage. He came on to Ivockford in 1872,

and began to earn his livelihood as a d;iy

laborer. For some time, he worked near Rock-

ford, bnt his industry and enterprise soon made

it possilile for him to engage in business for him-

self, and for ten years he was a leading grocer of

this city. For six years, lie was also engaged in

the manufacture of furniture and met with excel-

lent success in that venture. He also organized

the Skandia Coal Compan^y, which has been a de-

cided success. For some years, he engaged in

business on Seventh Street and built what is known
as the Hanson Block, at No. 701 Seventh Street, a

large three-story building with store rooms be-

neath and Hats above. During the administration

of President Harrison, he has served as one of the

city postal deliverers. Great credit is due Mr.

Hanson for his success in life. The olistaeles and

ditliculties in liis way lie overcame liy persistent

effort, and has arisen liy his own merit to a jiosi-

tion of wliich lie may well be (iroud. He is a

prominent Swedisli gentleman of this comnninity

and well deserves representation in the history of

his adopted county.

In politics, Mr. Hanson is a Republican, a stal-

wart advocate of party principles, and, socially, he

is a Blaster Mason. He and his wife are leading

Swedish people. They have had a family of six chil-

dren, but Alice died at the age of six j^ears. The

living are: Nellie C., Oscar W., .lulian N., George

A. and Leona E.

„^, NDREW J. ANDERSON, a real-estate

.@//y[j loan and insurance agent and Notarj'

14* Pulilic, claims the honor of being a native

of Rockford. He was born in this city,

June 7, 1862, and is of Swedish descent. His fa-

ther, Jonas R. Anderson, a native of Rydaholm,

Sweden, grew to manhood in that country, and

while a young man sailed for America, in 1854,

landing in New York City after a voyage of six

weeks. By way of the Hudson River and Canal he

went to Buffalo, and thence by the Lakes to Chi-

cago, and on to Geneva, 111., where he resided for

some months. Subsequently he came to Winne-

bago County, and turned his attention to farming.

He was then in limited circumstances. He af-

terward came to Rockford, learned the trade of

a blacksmith, and secured the position of foreman

in the shops of F. H. Manney, which position he

filled for seventeen years. He later aided in the

organization of, and became a stockholder in, the

Central Furniture Company, and for some years

ha.s been one of its Directors. He is now living a

retired life at No. 906 Kishwaukee Street, at about

the age of sixty years. In politics, he is a stal-

wart supporter of Republican principles.

Jonas Anderson was married in this city to Miss

Helen Stockenburg, also a native of Sweden.

Wiien a young lady, she came to this country with

friends in 1856, and resided in Rockford until her

marriage. By this union were born five children,

but Jennie died at the age of eighteen years, and

Olivia died in infancy. Those who still survive

are Marie, wife of A. J. Enstam. a Lutheran clerg}'-

man of Minneapolis; Andrew J., of this sketch;

and Amanda, wiio was for sonu:' years a dry-goods

clerk, and now owns an interest in a store in Wake-

field, Neb. The family are all n^enibers of the

Lutheran Church.
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We now take up the personal liistory of our sub-

ject, ^Yll0 has spent his entire life iu this cilj', ac-

quiring his education in the public schools !ind the

Rockford Business College. He is a j'oung man

of excellent abilit}' and good habits, tern i)e rate and

upright in all things. Soon after starting out in

life for himself, he became connected with the

Rockford AVatch Company, becoming employed in

the motion mechanical department, where ho re-

mained for some years. In 1881, the Excelsior

Furniture Company was organized with a capital

of 850,000, and for eight years Mr. Anderson was

its Secretary and Treasurer as well as a stockholder

and Director. He 3-et holds stock in the company,

but gives the greater part of his time and atten-

tion to the real-estate business. In 1890, he opened

an offlce at No. 421 East State Street, as a real-

estate, loan and insurance agent, and is doing an

excellent business. His success is assured, for he

possesses the qualities essential to a successful

career, and his course already has a bright outlook

for the future. Those who have known Mr. An-

derson from his boyhood, know him to be a young

man of sterling worth, deserving of the confidence

and respect of all, and his best friends are among

his oldest acquaintances, a fact of which he may
well be proud. At present he is Alderman from

the Second "Ward, having just been re-elected to

that position. In his political affiliations he is a

Republican.

? AMES H. BONNEY. For twenty-five years

I

prior to his death, the original of the por-

trait on the opposite page resided in Rock-

ford,where he was known as a quiet, unobtru-

sive and upright citizen. He was born in Massa-

chusetts, November 16, 1812, and died in Rockford,

March 25, 1891, aged seventy-eight years, four

months and nine days. To the last be retained

considerable activity and mingled with the busi-

ness men of the Forest City, attending to his finan-

cial affairs, which consisted mainly in loaning

money.

Harvey Bonney, father of our subject, was born

in the Bay State, September 23, 1786, and died

September 26, 1850. His wift', whose maiden

name was Hannah Fish, was lioru ;May 22, 179U,

and died October 1, 1S71. Their family consisted

of twelve children, nine: sons and three daughters,

all of whom attained to mature years and still

survive, excepting two. Fuos T., who was born

November 25, 1831, dieil in ( Jalveslon, Tex., shortly

after tiie close of the Civil \\'ar, in wliicli he had

been an active parlicijiant as surgeon. His only

son, Evans, now makes his home in llattiesburg.

Miss. Charles W. died in Osceola, Iowa, at the age

of sixty-one 3ears.

The surviving members of the parental family

are as follows: A. H., who was b(_irn Deeciiilier 1.

1808, and now resides in Farmingtoii, Me., a re-

tired merchant, vigorous in mind and Ijody; Sarah

A., born October 27, 1810, now of Portage, Wis.;

our subject; Hannah, Jlrs. Snow, born December

27, 181 4, and now residing at Cambridgeport, Mass.;

Hiram B., born April 22, 1817, and at present liv-

ing in Missouri; Emily B., Mrs. Prentice, born

April 24, 1819, a resident of Portage, Wis.; Dr.

Stephen F., born April 5, 1821. now practicing

his profession at T.a^ylor, Mo.; William L., born

September 27, 1823, and a resident of Boston; Dr.

Joel W., born February 23, 1826, and a leading

physician of Qaincy, 111.; and Perez F., born March

14, 1828, now in Cambridge, Mass.

Although a native of Massachusetts, Mr. Bonnej'

received his education mostly in Maine, where he

learned the carpenter's trade of his father and

followed that occupation during the summer seasons

while he taught school in the winter. At the age

of twenty-three, he went to Bostoa and a few

years later proceeded South; from there he returned

North to Illinois and remained at (Juincy for a

time. Afterward he resided for a time in Daven-

port, Iowa, where he married Miss Sarah Ann Par

ker, who died two years after their union, leaving

an infant daughter, now Mrs. .lames II. Winn, of

Rockford.

After residing for a short time in (ialena. 111.,

Mr. Bonney returned to Maine, and there was

married to Miss Betsey Sylvester, who survives

him, residing in the old home at No. 204 South

West Street. In 1846, INIr. Bonney settled on a

farm in Wisconsin, where he remained some twenty
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years and ln'ranic flosely iiU'iitilied with local and

SlalL' affairs. At the breaking out of the Civil

AVar, he was a member of the legislature and he

also served as Chairman of the Board of Supervi-

sors. When he eame to Roekford, he nia<le his

home on Av(_)n Street for two years and later pur-

chased the property which his widow still owns.

He was one of the organizers of the Burial Case

Company, in which he was a stockholder and Direc-

tor and also served as President for a time. (Gener-

ous and kind, ready to bear his jiart in the church

of his choice—the Congregational—active in sup-

port of the Republican part}- in his early life and

later a strong Prohibitionist, a man of wide travel,

having visited almost every .State in the Union, it

is not strange that at his death he was widely and

sincerely mourned.

(Ill If/UAAAU THRONE, deceased, was one of

\/\/i/ '^'"' prominent early settlers of Winnebago

\y^ County, where he located in 1836. He
was a native of County Derr^', Ireland, and a son

of John Throne, also a native of the I]merald Isle.

The grandfather, William Throne, was born in

that country, and was a descendant of one of three

brothers who went to I reland with William the

Prince of'Orange. He followed farming through-

out his entire life, and was a member of the Pres-

byterian Church.

The father of our suliject never left his native

land. He wedded Rebecca Stephenson, and she

siient her entire life in County Derr^-, the place of

her birth. Uoth were memliers of the Presbyterian

Church, and in that faith they reared their familj-.

Five of their children t'ame to America: William,

Margaret, Robert. .Tohu and James.

'I'lie subject of this sketch acquired his educa-

tion in the i)ul)lic schools, and spent the days of

his boyhood and youth in the land of his nativity.

At the age of twenty, he crossed the broad Atlan-

tic, and the vessel in which he sailed was wrecked,

the passengers being detained on an island for two

weeks. For some time he resided in Lower Can-

ada, the year ls:!(i witnessing his arrival in Illi-

nois, lie became one of the lirst settlers of Har-

lem Townshiii, Winnebago Count3^ and securing

a tract of (iovernment land on section 36, erected

a log cabin, in which he and his bride began their

domestic life. He was an industrious and enter-

prising man, and to the occupation of farming suc-

cessfully devoted his energies until called to his

final rest on the 27th of December, 1880.

;\Ir. Throne was married, January 30, 1817, to

Elizabeth J. Jack, who was born in Canada in

1826, and is a daughter of James Jack, a native of

County Tyrone, Ireland. His father, Archibald

Jack, was born in the same count}', and through-

out his entire life there followed the occupation of

farming. James Jack crossed the Atlantic to Amer-

ica about 1836, and in Canada made his home for

twenty years, when he came to Illinois, traveling

bj' team to IMontreal, and thence by the Lakes to

Milwaukee, where he procured a lumber wagon

and thence journeyed to Beloit, Wis. About three

miles east of that place, he bought a tract of land

and engaged in farming. He was one of the pio-

neer settlers of that region, and was a prominent

and highly respected citizen. Upon his farm he

resided until his death. His wife, Elizabeth Jack,

was born in County T\'rone, Ireland, and died on

the old homestead near Beloit. In the famil}' were

nine children, as follows: AVilliam. Rebecca, Sarah,

Mary, Archibald, Elizabeth, .Tames, Joseph and

John.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Throne were born ten chil-

dren, but only three are now living: William,

Clarinda and Edward. .John, who was born De-

cember 26, 18-17, died October 7, 1860; Elizabeth,

born April 1, 1840, died October 5, 1860; Mary

Rosanaii, born April 5, 1851, died November 10,

1860; Sarah M., born July 3, 1853, died October

I'j, 1860; Frances, born September 10, 1855, died

October 5, 1860; Margaret F., born October 4,

1858, died April 27, 1887; and James M., liorn Oc-

tolier 22, 1861, died on the 26th of August fol-

lowing.

iMr. Tlirone was a life-long member of the Presby-

terian Church, and lived an upright and honorable

life, which won him the respect of all who knew

him. lie was an intelligent citizen, and a prosper-

ous man. who l\y his own efforts acquired a hand-

some com[ieteuce. He left to his family one of the
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most highly improved farms in the county. Mrs.

Throne has also long been a member of the Pres-

byterian Church, and her daughter has united with

the same organization. They are worthy iieoi)l('.

highly respected in this communit_y, and it is with

pleasure that we present the record of their lives

to our readers.

<^ I^,ILL1AM E. CANNIFORD. Many of tlie

\/\l// ''^•'^'^•"o
""-^" of Winnebago County have

^^psfj been born across the Atlantic, as in the

case of Mr. Canniford. His native place was Dev-

onshire, England, and his natal day February

7, 1836. He is at the present time residing in

Wiimebago Village, engaged in the manufacture

of pumps, windmills, etc., and is making a success

of this line of work.

William Canniford, the father of our subject, is

a native of Exeter, Devonshire, where the grandfa-

ther was also born and spent his entire life. The
latter-named gentleman was a contractor on public

works, and apprenticed his son, the father of our

subject, to a farmer, when a lad of seven years.

After reaching his majorit}', William Canniford

was turned out into the world penniless, and with

no education, having had to work on the farm

both summer and winter. Being desirous of gain-

ing an education, he secured books and taught

himself. Later he filled the position of a teacher

in his native shire for two j'ears, and then go-

ing to Gloucester, taught in the National school

at Ebrington for fourteen 3'ears. He was then ap-

pointed cit}' missionary to Cheltenham and Bris-

tol, which position he resigned and became con-

nected with the Ratcliff Gaslight Company, of

Wapping, London, as inspector of gas meters. He
continued in the employ of that company for

twenty-two years, when he was retired on half-pay

for life, his decease occurring in 1888, when sev-

enty-nine years of age.

The mother of our subject was known in her

maidenhood as Elizabeth Every, also a native of

Devonshire. Her father was a farmer, in addition

to which he also kept a public house. Mrs. Canni-

ford died in Bristol while her lnisb:ind was en-

gaged as a missionary. She reared tliree sous, of

whom our subject was the oldest, the others being

named John and Herman.

The father of oursubject, apiireciating the value

of a knowledgi' of lK)oks,gave his children a good
education, teaching them himself. Our subject

at the age of fourteen was apiu-entieed to learn the

trade of a carpenter and joiner. He served until

he was twenty years and six montlis of age, when,

being given the last six months of his time, he went
to London, and was engaged in journeyman work
until 18.t7. On Good Friday of that yeai-, he set

sail in the vessel "Pearl," commanded by Capt.

Davids, and landed in Quebec eight weeks later.

From that place he went to Ottawa, where he was

engaged at his trade for two \ears. when he t'anie

to the States, and at Whitewater, Wis., worked at

the carpenter's and joiner's trade until 1860.

Returning to London in the above-named year,

our subject spent two years in his native place,

and then accompanied by his l)ride, returned to

America, and came immediately to Illinois, stop-

ping for a time in Chicago. In IMa^-, 1863, became
to Rockford and devoted a part of his time to his

trade until February, 1871, when he came to Win-
nebago, and engaged in his present business, that

of making pumps. He ranks among the well-to-do

upright and honest citizens of the count\-, always

casting his influence on the side of [nogress and

reform.

Mary A. tiardner became the wife of our sub-

ject at Shadwell Church, East London, in 1862. To
them have been born three children: William J.,

Lizzie and Ada.

^pf SAHEL HOWARD, deceased, was born in

l@/-lli the town of Sherburne, Chenango County,

(/ li N. Y., September 24, 1824, and was a son

_ of John Howard, a native of Rhode Is-

land, in which State the grandparents were also

born. The latter removed to the Empire State,

and were pioneers of Chenango County. .John

Howard was quite young when, with his |)arents,

he went to New York. He was reared to manhocjd



646 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

upon his fntlu'i's farm, and followed that occiiiia-

tion m thu town of Sheiluirne until 1826, when he

removed with his family to Eaton, Madison Country,

and purchased a farm, which he occupied some

years. On selling that place, he bought other land

in the same township, and there made his home

until the death of his wife, when he removed to

the village of Oneida, and there remained until

called to the home be^'oud.

Mr. Howard, whose name heads this sketch, was

a lad of twelve years when he went with his i^ar-

ents to Madison Count}', N. Y. He there attained

his majority, and on the 24th of January', 1848,

was united in marriage to Lavina Sexton, who was

born in Plymouth, Chenango County-, December I),

1820, and was a daughter of Pliu}' Sexton, a na-

tive of Connecticut. His father, George Sexton,

was also born in Connecticut, but removed to the

Empiie State, where he sjient the remainder of his

life. Pliny Sexton was a young man when he

went to New York. He was married in the town

of Lebancm, Madison ('(junty, to Clarissa, daugh-

ter of Constant and Chloe (Bisbee) Crandall, and a

native of Connecticut. They began their domestic

life upon a farm in that locality, and there resided

until called from this life.

Jlr. Howard continued to engage in agricul-

tural pursuits in the State of iiis nativity until

1850, when he came to Boone County, 111., by way
of the Erie Canal and the great Lakes to Detroit,

then crossed Lake Michigan to Chicago, and from

Elgin came with teams to Boone County. He had

visited in this locality tiie ^-ear previous and pur-

chased a tract of land in Flora Township, at $6.50

]ier acre, upon which was a small frame house. He
was an enterprising farmer, successful in his busi-

ness dealings, and placed all of his land under a

high state of cultivation. He also erected good

buildings, made other necessary improvements, and

set out shade and ornamental trees, whicli added

greatly to the value and attractive apjiearance of

the place. He died on the old homestead May 11,

181)0, respected liy all who knew him.

The family continued to reside on the home
farm until 181)2, when they removed to Behidere.

JNIrs. Howard has four ehihlren: Emory L., who
married Laura M. Kini;, lives in Iowa and has two

daughters; Frank L., Addie and Gertrude are at

home. Mrs. Howard is a consistent member of the

Methodist Church, to which Mr. Howard also be-

longed. He took .a great interest in the work of

tlie Sunda3--school, and did much for its advance-

ment. In politics, he was a Republican from the

formation of the party. The upright life which

he lived is well worthy of emulation.

ZRO M. LA PORTE, an enterprising farmer

residing on section 8, Guilford Township,

Winnebago County, was born in Jefferson

County, N. Y., April 10, 1833. His father, Nacis

La Porte, was born in Toronto, Canad.i, there reared

and educated, and learned the blacksmith's trade.

He went to New York when a young man, and

was there married to Minerva Gardner, who was a

native of the Em])ire State, and a daughter of

Silas Gardner, who was of English descent. He

was a millwright, and removed from New York to

Illinois in 1830, becoming one of the first settlers

of Kane County. He improved a farm four miles

west of Aurora, and there resided until his death.

His wife was in her maidenhood Catherine Garner.

She was boiii in the Mohawk Valley of New York,

and died on the home farm in Kane County.

Mr. La Porte, father of our subject, followed his

trade in New York until 1837, when he emigrated

to this State by way of the Lakes to Chicago, and

arrived at his destination after ten weeks. He

bought a farm four miles west of Aurora, upon

which he resided for nine years, and then removed

to I'aw Paw Township, De Kalb County, where he

purchased land and followed farming until his

death. His wife now resides with her daughter,

]\Irs. IMinerva Faile, in De Kalb County.

Our subject was only four years of age, when,

with his parents, he came to Illinois. He acquired

his education in Kane and DeKalb Counties, and

was reared amid the wild scenes of frontier life,

sharing with the family in all its hardships and its

experiences. He remained under the parental roof

until twenty-two years of age, and then began life

for himself in DeKalb County, working by the

day and month. In 1857, he came to Winnebago
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County, and look up his rusidonee in (iuilfdid

Township. A few 3e;irs h\ler hu iiurchastMl the

farm on which he now resides, and to its cultiva-

tion and improvement has since devoted his cnor-

gics, being recognized as one of the leadinii :uid

successful agriculturists of the community.

A marriage ceremony performed in 1858 united

the destinies of Mr. La Porte and Elizabeth I!en-

jamin, who was born in Orange Count}, N. Y., and

is a daughter of John Benjamin, who, like his fa-

ther, Silas Benjamin, was also a native of the Em-

pire State. The former learned the trade of a

carpenter and joiner, and followed his chosen oc-

cupation in New York until 1835, when he re-

moved to Canada. Three years later, he decided

to try his fortune in Illinois, and coming to Win-

nebago Count}-, purchased the farm on which his

daughter is now living. He entered the land from

the Government, bujing it when it came into

market. His first home was a log cabin, which he

afterward replaced by a commodious frame resi-

dence which he made his home until his death in

November, 1858. His wife bore the maiden name
of Esther Mapes. She was horn in Orange County,

N. Y., and died on the home farm in 1856.

Since she was a very 3'oung maiden, Mrs. La

Porte has resided upon the farm where she is now
living, and has been an eye-witness of almost the

entire growth and development of the count\'.

Our subject and his wife have a pleasant home, and

are highly respected in this community, where they

have many warm friends.

"Sp^ LLSHA C. DUNN, M. D. In the line of

1^ history, science, and religion, this geiitlc-

IL^^/ man possesses an inexhaustible fund of in-

formation, and, as a lecturer, has won a national

fame. He has a practical knowledge of every

country, its people, politics and religion, and has

been a thorough student of languages, speaking

several different tongues with fluency. A man of

Bne physique, with military carriage and genial

face, he has a welcome grasp of the hand for his

many friends, and is most comiianionable. It is

our privilege and itleasure to present his portrait

2V

to our readers. Of recent years, he has given special

attention to the stud.y of the sagacity of the lower

animals, particulaily the In use and dog, and not

long since edited a reuiaikalile work, published by

a Boston firm, entitled "The Sagacity of D(,)gs."

The volume is beautifully illustrated, and is so

arranged with attractive stories as to Ije a most

popular juvenile work.

Now retired from the active duties of life, Dr.

Dunn resides in his [lalatial honie at No. 807 West

State Street. This residence, w-liich was erected by

an architect from New York, is of an oriental

design of architecture externall}', with an interior

<.^ueen Anne finish, and is a model of elegance, fit-

ted with the most complete modern improvements,

such as steam-heating, gas and water accommoda-
tions. The parlor is finished in elioiiy and gold,

and is fiu-nished with light throuifli double French

plate glass windows. The octagon dining-room is

finished in .walnut and cherry, and the windows

are of opalized glass, while the other rooms contain

all the conveniences desirable. The residence is a

delightful combination of comfort and magnifi-

cence, and is an important addition to the archi-

tectural beauty of the Forest City.

The Doctor has made his home in Kockford

since 1863, although many of the intermediate

years have been spent either in the lecture field or

in travel. He has lectured on scientific and polit-

ical subjects, and on the human anatomy and
diseases, and has addressed audiences as small as

twelve persons (in Saugatuck, Mich.) and as large

as five thousand people (in Prince Albert "s Hall,

London, England). He often relates in a Ijriglit

and interesting manner, stories of his travel.--, which

have extended into every habitable country of the

globe, except the Arctic regions, and he has lec-

tured in most of the large cities of the world.

While abroad, he collected gems and ])recious stones,

some of which, worth at least $9,000, were de-

stroyed in a museum, in the great fire at Chica>''o.

He has come in contact with manj' of the greatest

minds of the woi Id, and numbers among his friends

many of the leading men of different kingdoms.

In soci.al organizations, the Doctor has for years

been very prominent. He is an Aide-de-Camii of

the Supreme Commander, C;eu. Carnahan. of the
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Knights of Pythias, and meets with the Order in

their State and National conventions. He is also

a Knight Templar, belonging to Crusader Com-

mandery No. 17, and is well known to the mem-

bers of State and National lodges. In tlie Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, he takes an etjual

interest, and is a member of the Eucami)ment at

Rockford.

AVhile visiting in P.alestine, with the intention

of collecting material to assist him in his lectures

against religion, he became tlioroughly convinced

of the Divinity of the life of Christ, and has since

been a consistent and faithful member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. He advocates Pro-

hibition principles, and has never drunk liquors or

used tobacco in any form. In his political belief,

lie adheres to the principles of tlie Republican party,

and takes the stump in its behalf whenever neces-

sary.

When seventeen years old and a wild, reckless

lad, our subject was taken into the home of Dr.

Peebles, whom he calls his benefactor, and was given

a thorough education, being a graduate of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania. He remembers his bene-

factor with an affection which will last as long as

life itself, for he owes him a delit of gratitude

which naught can efface. He was young when he

began the study of medicine, and soon afterward

was .alile to support himself, although he resided

witli Dr. Peeljles for fifteen years. Althougli a

native of New York, he spent only a few years of

his life there, and has resided in Illinois during

the most of his life.

In Marshall, Mich., the Doctor w.as united in

marri.age with Miss Carrie Ktts, a native of tlie

Empire State, and a menilier of a worthy family.

Early in life, she displayed great ability .as an art-

ist, and has in later years executed some very line

pieces, which in style and coloring are far superior

to the work of amateurs. Her work has received

the commendation of the best artists, and her last

effort, "Pythias Before the Block," a painting six

feet by four feet and six inches, is valued at more

than $1,000. She devotes much time to her .artistic

studies, and is a lady of dignity of presence and

nol)le character. Dr. and Mrs. Dunn are the par-

ents (if two children. Aeola, wife of Ricliard

IIaml3'n, resides in Rockford, where her husband

is a member of the firm of Hamlyn ife Bingham, in

the meat-market business. James married Emma
Patterson, and resides in Rockford.

W ILLIAM UTTON, the owner of one hundred

and thirty .acres of fine farming land near

y/^ Manchester, 111., is entitled to a promi-

nent place in this history, for lie luis been usefull}-

and honorably identified with the interests of this

county, and with its advancement in every worthy

particular. He vvas born in England, in the town

of (Tissleham, Suffolk County, in tlie year 1821,

and his father, John Uttou, as well .as his grand-

father, John Utton, Sr., were natives of that coun-

try also. Both father and grandfather followed

agricultural pursuits for a livelihood.

Wlien twenty-two years of age, our subject was

led b}' the prospects of the Western prairies of this

country to cross the ocean to the United States.

He took passage at Liverpool on the sailing-vessel

" Rusush, " commanded by Capt. Eldridge, who
was afterward on the steamer ''Pacific," which

was lost at sea. Our subject's brother-in-law, John

Balls, who w.as assistant engineer on tiiat vessel,

was lost at that time. William Utton was five

weeks in crossing the oce.an but at the end of that

time landed safely in the city of New York. He
had very little means to assist him, and going to

Geneva, of that State, lie worked for a wealthy

gentleman. Dr. G. L. Rose, whose farm he carried on.

In April, 18.51, our suliject w.as married, in the

city of Geneva, to Miss Hannah Balls, of tlie same

place. Her parents, Samuel and Jemima (Auldis)

Balls, were both natives of England, and in that

country the mother passed awa}'. Mr. Bails then

brought his family to America (this was about

1841), and followed farming on the Hudson River

for two years. In 1855, he came to M.anchester

and bought sixty .acres of land and resided on the

same for many years. His de.ath occurred in

Michigan, in 1882, leaving a wife and three chil-

dren. Mr. I'tton lost his wife on the 17th of Jan-

uary, 1802, wlien in her seventy-first year. She
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was a most excellent lady, and her death was a

seveic blow to her afflicted husband and devoted

cliildfen. They were the parents of two children:

Mary Jane, who married John Grout, is deceased;

the son, William S. Utton, married Mrs. Hannah

North, nee McNally, of Illinois, and is now en-

gaged in carrying on the farm for his father, who

is crippled with rheumatism.

On first coming here, in 1!S.55, our subject

bought one hundred acres of land, with but very

few improvements, and for this paid 112 per acre.

He has since added to the original tract thirty acres,

for which he paid $1,000, and now has one of the

finest farms in his section. He is engaged in gen-

eral farming, raises all the cereals and is also en-

gaged to some extent in raising stock. He built

his present fine, substantial residence in 1862, and

in 1866 he erected a good barn, and another in

1872. He is an enterprising, progressive, well-to-

do farmer, who is respected by the community at

large. He has served the town as pathmaster and

also as School Director, and is well qualified to fill

any of the township oflices. He votes the Repub-

lican ticket, and is a member of the Anti-Horse

Thief Association. He is an attendant of the

Episcopal Church and his wife held membershi|)

in this church.

^>-m<m^ -^—

lOBERT B. COLEMAN. Probably few of

the enterprising farmers and merchants of

Winnebago County have met with more

^^, uniform success in their business under-

takings than this gentleman who is now living in

retirement at Pecatonica. For thirty years a gen-

eral merchant, the inception of his business during

the early histor}' of the village was marked by suc-

cess, which constantly increased with the progress

of the community and the increase in number of

its inhabitants.

Mr. Coleman was born in Chester Township,

Morris County, N. J., December 22, 1824, and is

the son of Jabishand Sarah (Bunu) Coleman. His

father was born on Long Island and came to this

county in October. 1839, entering land with his

son at Dixon and remaining on the farm thus pur-

chased until he died, at the .age of seventj'-five.

Sirs. Sarah Coleman, who was a native of New
Jerse3-, was a daughter of Jdhu Piuuii, who caiiif

from Germany to Ihis couutiy when (piite young
and entered the army during llie Revolutionary

War, serving until its close and receiving a pension

on account of a wound received in the hand; ho

died at the age of ninety. The mother of (_)ur suliject

attained to the venerable age of nearly ninety-live

years, when she i>assed away at the home of a

daughter in Hancock, 111. llcr family included

five children, three of wlium are living at this

writing (1892).

AVhen his father sought a home in Northern

Illinois in 1839, our subject accompanied liim

hither, and for tliree years thereafter carried mail

on what was known as tlic liockton iV Savanna

route. His journey to this Slate was niatle over-

land with a team from New Jersey- to Wellsville,

Ohio, thence by steamboat down the Ohio and u[>

the Mississippi River to St. Louis, thence to Ga-

lena, where a team was hired at ^5 \wv day to con-

ve3' the famil}- to Winnebago County. In that

early day, Chicago and Mineral Point, Wis., were

the principal markets for produce, and journeys to

those places were frequently taken. It was by no

means easy to exchange grain and vegetables for

good cash, and the mining towns were the best

places to go for this puri)ose, as gold and silver

could he there procured.

The wife of our subject was known in lier

maidenhood as Miss Emily F. Thoiiipson. and was

born near Hudson, Ohio, in 1.S28, and died in

Pecatonica March 2.5, 1878. Her parents, J. W.
and Emil^' (Mills) Thompson, were pioneers of

Winnebago County, and died at the home of Capt.

A. W. Thompson when aliout ninety years old.

They were the parents of eleven children, six vf

whom now survive. Mr. and Mrs. Coleman had

three children, but one alone survives—Lizzie, who
was born in 1860; she married Joseph Wright and

has one daughter, named Berdena.

After his marriage, Mr. Coleman resided on the

land which he entered from the Government and

continued to devote his attention to its improve-

ment until 18.')6, when he removed to Pecatonica

and, buj'ing a stock of goods, entered the merean-
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tile business. lie eontimied thus engaged with

marked success until a nuiuhei' of years ago, when

he disposed of his store and retired from active

business interests. Formerly, lie was an extensive

property owner, but at present has sold all his

landed possessions, excepting one and one-half

section in Missouri, his home in I'ecatonica, and

several other lots in tiiis tliriving village. In his

social connection, he is a member of the Indepen-

dent Order of Odd Fellows, and the A. W. Ravvson

Lodge, F. A' A. M.

VF^ IMEON SPENCER, after many years spent

V^^ in agricultural pursuits, is now living a

lll/Jl) retired life in IJelvidere, enjo.ying the rest

which he has so truly earned and richly

deserves. He was born in Greene, Chenango Count}-,

N. Y., on the 1st of August, 1840, and is a son of

Darius and Annie (Walker) Spencer, both of whom
were natives of Chenango County. The grand-

father, Jesse Spencer, was a native of New Eng-

land, and became one of the early settlers of the

town of Greene, where he spent his last years en-

gaged in farming. The father of our subject was

reared in the usual manner of farmer lads, and

made his home in the Empire State until 1843,

when, with his wife and four children, he emi-

grated Westward to Illinois, making the entire

journey overland. They traveled for six weeks,

and at length reached Boone County. Mr. Spencer

secured a tract of land near ^Marengo and after-

wards traded it for a tract of land in Belvidere

Township, of which seveuty-five acres had been

broken, while a log house constituted the improve-

ments thereon. Into this the family moved, Init

the cabin home was afterwards replaced by a sul)-

stantial frame residence, wherein Mr. Spencer con-

tinued to reside until his death in August, 1878.

His wife long preceded him, having departed this

life March 18, 1817. She reared a family of six

children, as follows: Louisa, Lorenzo, Sylvester,

Simeon, Cyrenus and Cyrena. The two last named

are twins.

Our subject spent the first live years of his life

in the State of his nativity, and was then brought

by his parents across the country to Illinois. He

was reared amid the wild scenes of frontier life,

sharing with the family in the hardships and trials

of the pioneer, and also experiencing the pleasures

of those da^'S. He conned his lessons in the log

school house, furnished in a primitive maimer, and

when his time was not occupied in this way, as-

sisted his father in the cultivation and improve-

ment of the farm. He remained with his parents

until their death, and then continued to oper-

ate the old homestead for two years, when he

sold and purchased a place in Bonus Township,

three miles east of the city. Upon that farm he

continued to reside until 1888, when he sold and

has since been a resident of Belvidere.

A marriage ceremony, performed January 27,

1862, united the destinies of Mr. Spencer and Miss

Helen, daughter of John and Caroline (Barton)

Powell, who were natives of the Empire State, and

came to Illinois in 1847. The lady was born in

Oswego County, N. Y., and has two children : Le-

onice is now the wife of Charles Bruce and they

have two children: Zora and Elmer. Jesse is still

with his iiarents.

Mr. Spencer cast his first Presidential vote for

Abraham Lincoln, and has since been an advoca'e

of Republican principles. However, he has never

sought or desired public office, preferring to de-

vote his entire attention to his business interests,

in which he has met with signal success. He has

worked his way upward from an humble position

to one of affluence, and is now numbered among
the substantial citizens of the community.

ENRY E. HARRIS, Uie present popular

Postmaster of Durand, is well and favor-

ably known in this county, as he was born

November 27, 1842, in the village where

he makes his home. He is a son of Elisha and

Calista C. (Robb) Harris, the former of whom was

born in Chenango County, N. Y., Jul}' 19, 1817.

He was a son of Joseph and Julia Harris, natives

of Connecticut.

The father of our subject, in 1837, came to Illi-
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nois and piirchasccl a claim to a tract of land in

what is now Durand Township, Winnebago County.

His m.iniage occuiTed in 1842, and with his wife ho

continued to reside for a number of years on the

farm which he improved with all the necessary

farm buildings and m.achinerj', and which included

one hundred and forty-five acres. Mrs. Harris died

in 1885, and a few years later her husband retired

from active life and is now residing in Durand

with his second wife.

The parents of our subject reared a family of

ten children, of whom Henry E. is the eldest.

Erastus P., during the late war, became a member

of Company H, Seventj'-fourth Illinois Infantr}-,

and died while in the service at Murfreesboro,

Tenn., in March, 1863; William Eugene resides in

Greenwood Countj', Kan., where also Lewis F.

makes his home. Julia departed this life in No-

vember, 1869, when in her eighteenth year; Charles

is residing in Durand; .Joseph Scott departed this

life February 2, 1892, when thirty-four years of

age; Willis S. makes his home in Sycamore, this

State; Elmer E. occupies the old homestead and

Jesse F. is a teacher in the schools of Durand.

Henry E. Harris had his birth in the old log

house on the home farm, and attended the best

schools which the country district afforded. He
was prepared to enter an academy at the outbreak

of the Civil War, but on August 10, 1861, became

a member of Company- D, Eleventh Illinois In-

fantiy, and with his regiment was sent to Bird's

Point, Mo. He participated in the following im-

portant battles: Port Heniy, Ft. Donelson, Shiloh,

Corinth, Jackson (Tenn.), Paducah.and w.as on the

expedition with Grant to Coffeeville, Miss. Thence

he returned to Memphis and camped at Lake Prov-

idence, La., as a member of the Seventeenth Army
Corps, and in August, 1864, was mustered out of

service. He was very fortunate, and only received

one wound during his entire service.

At the close of the war, Mr. Harris returned to

Durand and continued his occupation of a farmer

for three years. Then, on account of ill-health,

worked at the carpenter's trade until 1889, when
he received his present appointment. The lady to

whom he was married, December 29, 18()4, was

Miss Ann C, daughter of George Fritz. She is

also a native of this township, and liy hei- uiiii.n

witii our subject became the mother of four chil-

dren: Frederick, Lewis, Raymond and Lillian.

Our sulijeet has alw.ays been deeply- interested

in politics, and on the Repul)licau ticket has liccu

elected to fill many of the local offices. Sucially.

he is a member of Durand Lodge No. 3(12. A. F. A'

A. M., and Ellis Post No. 320, G. A. R. His ma-

ternal grandfather, Scott Rolib, eame t<i Illinuis in

1836, and located in Durand. wliere he died.

® . —^<^.>_g
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ALA'IN WELTV. Among the many beauti-

ful farms for which Winnebago County is

so justly celebrated, conspicuous mention

belongs to the estate of Mr. Welty. which is loca-

ted on section 19, Guilford Township. It com-

bines all the pleasures to be derived from rural

life and surroundings with the advantages of city

life, for it is only two miles distant from the court-

house, and its value is consideraiily enhanced by

its proximit\' to the thriving city of Rockford.

One of the pioneers of Winnebago County was

the father of our suljject, John Welty, who was born

in Frederick, Md. He was the son of Jacob Welty,

who, so far as is known, w.as born in Maryland and

followed the trade of a miller in his native State,

Pennsylvania, and New York. Coining to Illinois

aliout 184.5, he located in I)u Pago County, where

ho engaged in farming until his death at an ad-

vanced age. The father of our sul)ject was about

twelve j'oars old when he accompanied his parents

to Pennsj'Ivania, where he grew to manhood and

was married. He came to Illinois in 1841, locating

in Cherry Valley Township, and purchasing a farm

where he remained until 1872. His next removal

was to Rockford, where the closing d.ays of his

life were passed.

The mother of our subject, whose maiden name

was Elizabeth Leinheart, was born in Switzerland,

and came to America with her parents when she

was seven years old. She now resides in Rockford,

and at the age of eighty-two still enjoys good

health as well as the full possession of her mental

faculties. Her children were ,as follows: Maiy.

who died at the a^e of twenty-nine; Elizalieth:
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Calvin, of this sketch; Timotliy, who died when

ten 3'ears old; Jefferson; Krastiis, wlio passed from

eartli when twenty-four. Sarah and Alsetta died

at the ages <if twenty-six and twenty-tliree, respee-

tivel}'.

Calvin Welty was Ixirn in tlie town of Libert}',

Tiojra County. X. Y.. i)eeouil>er 2. isiii;. He was

fifteen years old when lie came to Illinois with his

])areiits, and he reiiiciiiliers well the iiieiihMits of

l)ioneer life in Ihisseetion of the State. Oetoher 1,

l«01,he enlisted in Company L, Kiglitli Illinois

Cavalry, servino- until the elose of the war, and

with his regiment partieipating' in the following

battles: Fair Oaks, Turkey Creek, Malvern Hills,

Poolsville, Barnstown, Catoilin Pass, Middletown,

South Mountain, Antietam and Martinslnirg. In

the last-named engagement he was captured by the

enemy, but was at once parolled and .sent to Ann-

apolis, Md., thence to Parole Camp, at Springfield,

where he was granted a furlough of twenty days.

He tiien returned to the parole camp and rein.ained

there until exchanged.

After his exchange. Mr. Welty was an active par-

tici|iant in the following battles: Beverly I'ord.

Kelly's Ford, Rapidaii Station, second liattle of

Beverly Ford, Uppcrville. Fairfield, Gettj-sburg,

Williamsport, Boonesboro. Funkstown, Falling

Waters, Chester Gaj), Cnlpeper, Madison Court

House, Raccoon Ford, StevenVnirg, Brandy Station,

Bull Run, Beattown Station and Hazel River. In

January, 1861, he veteranized and was granted a

furlough of thirty days, at the end of which time

he returned with his regiment to Washington.

After doing garri.soii duty there .some time, they

were sent in pursuit of ^Moseby 's band of guerrillas,

captured a portion of them and drove tlie others

out of Jlarylaiid, where they remained doing gar-

rison duty until after tlie a.ssassination of President

Lincoln. They were then sent in pursuit of Booth,

and after his capture they returned to Mainland,

and shortlj' afterward were sent to St. Louis, where

they were mustered out of service. They were

honorably discharged in Chicago in 1.SG5.

Soon after his return from the war, Mr. Welty

purchased a farm in IMonroe Township, Ogle

County, and resided there until IS7(l,wlieii lie sold

it and purchased the place he now owns and occu-

pies. After engaging in general farming for four

years, he embarked in the dairy business, which he

has since successfully followed. In 1867, he was

united in marriage with Trocelia, daughter of Rob-

ert Dawson, and a native of Belvidere, 111. They

are the parents of four cliildren: fir.ace D., Gene-

vieve L., John 1\. and James K. Mrs. Welty is a

prominent nieinlier of the vState Street Baptist

Churcli, and a lad\- of refinement and kindliness

of lieart. Mr. Welty is identified witii Nevius

Post No. ). G. A. R., and, in his political sjnnpa-

thies, is a firm Republican.

ANIFL B. RKDINGTON. It is said of

ijj tlie subject of this notice that he has been

one of the most useful men in the com-

munity. He has certainly' been very

active and industrious .and maintained a uniform

interest in the welfare and advancement of his

tf>wn.sliip, and at the present time occupies the

honor.able position of Supervisor of Rockford

Township, Winneliago County, wliere he was born

July -it, 1814.

Henry P. Redington, the father of our subject,

w.as one of the early settlers in this countj', wliere

he watched with interest the growth and develop-

ment of this section and where his name is held in

kindly reinemlirance. He was born in Keene,

Cliristian County, N. II., and was a son of Isa.ac

Redington, who, as far as is known, was also a na-

tive of that place, where he was engaged for a

number of years in the mercantile business and

spent his last years. Tlie maiden name of his wife

was Mary Dana.

The father of our siiliject w.as reared and edu-

cated in his native town, where he resided until

1836, at which time lie caine to Illinois, which was

then considered the Far West. He arrived in

Rockford in September of the above-named year,

when most of the surrounding country was owned

b}' the Government. He, however, made a claim

to a tract of land in the northern part of Rockford

Township, and, as he w.as a single man, kept

"batch" with Fphraim Wyman. When finally

making a permanent location, he settled upon the
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farm which is now the property of our subject,

wiiere he erected a small frame house which later

gave way to a comfortable farm residence. There

he made his home until his decease, which occurred

August 21, 18S7.

The maiden name of the mother of our suliject

was Jerusha Bradford, who was married to Mr.

Redington in Rockford in 1838. She was born in

Keene, N. H., and was a daughter of William Brad-

ford. Her death occurred in California, wliither

she had gone in 1879, in search of health. The

parental family included Ave children: Caroline

D., who died in her twentieth year; Charles II.,

who is Paymaster on the Southern Pacific Riilroad;

Daniel B., our subject; Louisa, the widow of 8. S.

Montague, of Oakland, Cal.; and Sarah, Mrs. M.

T. Morse, of Leominster, Mass.

The original of this sketch in his youth attended

the district school, and when old enough assisted

his father in performing the duties of the farm.

He remained with his parents until 1864, when,

June 23 of that j'car, he enlisted in Company M,

Eighth Illinois Cavahy, and in August was sent

to Washington and saw service in the District of

Columbia, Virginia and West Virginia, until the

close of hostilities. He was honorably discharged

in .June, 1865, and, returning home, resumed farm-

ing on the old homestead which he now owns and

occupies and which is pleasantl3' located four miles

northwest of Rockford. He has added to his acre-

age from time to time, until he is now the possessor

of an estate including three hundred and six cul-

tivated acres.

Miss Louisa Steward became the wife of our sub-

ject in 1871. She is a native of Owen Township,

Winnebago County, and is the daughter of Will-

iam and Sophia (Long) Steward. To them have

been born two children: Alice and Leta. Our

subject and his worthy wife are influential mem-
bers of the Christian Union Church, and, sociall3',

:Mr. Redington is connected with Nevius Post No.

1, G. A. R. He is also a member of Farmers'

Lodge No. 616, j\[. W. A. He votes the straight

Republican ticket, and, in 1888, was elected Super-

visor of his township, which position he now
holds. He is a very prominent business man and
is Director of the Forest City National Bank. In

the early days when his father first came to this

county, all the letters addressed to the people of

this section were sent to Chicago. It was through

such efforts as those put forth by the elder Mr.

Redington that this section was transformed from

its original dreariness to its present prosperous

condition.

ILLARD CONVERS, one of tiic pioneer

settlers of Guilford Township, Winnebago

County, residing on section 9, was born

on the 20th of Januaiy, 1822, in Litchfield Town-

ship, Bradford County, Pa., and is a son of Henry

and Susanna (Latli.am) Convcrs, both of whom
were natives of New England. The father was

born April 30, 1779, and removed from Vermont

to Pennsylvania, residing in Bradford County for

a few j'ears, after which he became a resident of

Machias Township, Cattaraugus Count}-, N. Y. In

1832, he emigrated to Ohio, accom pained by his

wife and five children. Locating in Portage

County, he there made his home until 1839, when

he came to Illinois, settling in Winnebago Count}'.

He spent a few days on the Pecatonica River, and

then located on section 9, Guilford Township,

where he rented a log cabin and made his home

until 1844. In that j-ear, he removed to section

16 of the same township and there lived until

called to the home be3'ond, .January 3, 1853. His

wife died on the old home farm September 15,

1859. Their children were Reuben, Betsy R..

Poll}', James and Willard.

The subject of this sketch accompanied his par-

ents on their various removals and was a young

man of eighteen years when he came to Illinois.

This count}' was then sparsely settled; the greater

part of the land was still in the possession of the

Government, and deer and other wild game roamed

at will over the prairies. There were no railroads

and the nearest market was Chicago. In 1844, ilr.

Convers made his first purchase of land, a tract on

section 16, Guilford Tovvnship, now included within

his present farm. Upon it, he erected good build-

ings and has made many other improvements
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which mid L;rc;itly to its \'.-ilue and attractive ap-

pearance. It continued to he his liome until 1886,

when he purchased adjoinini; hind and upon that

farm has since lived a retired life. He still owns

one hundred and sixty-two acres of arable land,

supplied with two sets of farm buildings.

On the 23d of August, 1855, Mr. Convers

wedded Matilda (Reers) Whittle, who was boi-n in

Orleans County, N. Y., .laniiary 22, 1831, and is a

daughter of Daniel and Mary (Herrick) Beers,

who are mentioned in the sketch of Russell Marsh

on another page of this work. Mrs. Convers was

only live years ohl when, in June, 1836, she fame

with her parents to Winnrliago Country, and with-

out doulit has residecl longer in tlie county than

any other lady living within its liorders. She was

first mari'ied, on the 25th of March, 1849, to Fred-

erick Whittle, who was born in Canada, September

5, 1818, and came to Illinois about 1840, locating

in Guilford Township. His death occurred on the

26th of April, 18.") 1. l!y that union were born

two daughters: Emily .1., avIio was born February

28, 1850, became the wife of Leonard Marsh, and

died September 17, 1885; and Amelia ])., who was

born T3eceniber 15, 185."), is now the wife of George

A. Stevens, of Rockford.

This worthy eouple have n pleasant home and

have a wide circle of friends and acquaintances

throughout the community who esteem them

highly for their sterling woi-th. Blr. Convers i.s a

self-made man, who liy his own etTorts has worked

his way upward to a position of affluence and is

now enjoying a well-earned rest. Politically, Mr.

Convers atliliates with the Republican party.

^^^EORGEA. lU'RRITT, an extensive farmer

[III-—,
and resident of Owen IViwnship, Winne-

^^4' bago County, was liorn in Ira, Cayuga

County, N. Y., .Tunc 17, 1.S40. His father, Charles

Burritt, was born in Roxbury, Litchfield County,

Conn., in 1K12. (irandfather Lewis Burritt was

also a native of Connecticut and was there reared

to agricultural pursuits. At an early day he re-

moved from the Nutmeg State to New Y'ork, and

bought a farm in Ira. Cayuga County, where he

followed agricultural [lursuits several years. He

spent his last days in the village of Weedsport,

dying February 8, 1873, aged eighty-four years.

His wife, whose maiden name was Polly Warner,

was born in Connecticut, and spent her last years

in Sennett, Cayuga County, N. Y'., where her death

occurred October 21, 1865, at the age of seventy-

six.

When about twentj' years old, Charles liurritt

accompanied his parents to New York State. He was

princijially reared to agricultural pursuits but did

not .always follow farming. He purchased an in-

terest in a machine shop at Weedsport and was

connected with that business for three years.

After serving for two 3''ears as Superintendent of

the County Infirmary, he pursued farming in Cay-

uga County, but in 1855 sold his interest there

and removed to Winnebago County, 111. The

winter following his arrival he passed in Rockford

and during that time purchased a tract of land in

Owen Township. A portion of it was broken

and fenced, and a log house was on it, these consti-

tuting the sole improvements. He placed the land

under good cultivation, planted fruit and shade

trees, erected a nice set of farm buildings and con-

tinued to own and reside upon the place until his

death. March 12, 1885.

The mother of our subject, whose maiden name

was Laura M. Remington, was born in 1816, the

daughter of Rufusand Deborah (Olmsted) Reming-

ton, and died at the home farm in April, 1877.

She was the mother of seven children, all of whom
are still living, namely: Lucy A. Moore, George

A., Rufus II., Francis M. Brown, Dwight N., Ida

M. Knapp and Charles L. At the time the family

removed to Illinois, George A. was fifteen years old

and he has been a resident of the old homestead

since his parents settled here in 1856, with the ex-

ception of five years spent in Rockford.

At the time of his marriage, Mr. Burritt bought

sixty acres of the home farm and soon after pur-

chased one hundred and sixty acres adjoining.

Since that time he has purchased the old home-

stead and is now proprietor of three hundred

and twenty acres of well-improved land. Else-

where in this volume will be found a view of the

place, which is one of the finest in this section of
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the county. In 1866, lie was unitt'd in iiviniage

with Harriet M., daughter of Ro.yal and Sophronia

(Dunshee) Drake, and a native of Vermont. Mr.

and Mrs. Burritt are the parents of five children,

namely: Lewis L., Jessie M., Neenali S.. Roy W. and

Frank C. In his political belief, Mr. Burritt is a

stanch adherent of the principles of the Rcinibli-

can party but is not active in political affairs, his

time being wholly occui)ied witii the duties of

farm life.

s^J

OLE .1. SKOFSTAD. Among the foreign-

horn citizens of Manchester Township,

Boone Countj', who have established reputa-

tions as farmers of thorough-going enterprise and

system, we are pleased to mention the name which

we have now given. This gentleman was born in

Norway, June 1, 1835, and was the son of Jolianes

Evenson, who was also a native of Norway and

emigrated to the United States, settling in Racine

County, Wis., in 1840. He was accompanied on

the journey b}' his wife and three children, of

whom our subject is the first-born.

Johanes Evenson took up six hundred acres of

Government land in Wisconsin, upon which he

built a good hewed log house, 30x49 feet in di-

mensions, and became one of the pioneers of that

State. Several of his fellow-countrymen emigrated

to this country at the time he came hither, and the

entire party set sail from Drammond, Norway, on

the "Captain Onkerson." The fare was I^SO, and

Mr. EveiTSon, being a man of means, paid his own

passage and that of many of the emigrants, whom
he also loaned money to buy their first fortj' acres

of land. He lived in Racine County for ten years,

and at his death left a widow and five children.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, three brothers

of Mr. Skofstad, Evan, Albert and Martin, together

with their cousin, Hans C. Heg, enlisted in the Fif-

teenth Wisconsin Infantry, of which Hans was the

organizer and Colonel. Evan was taken prisoner,

and while being conveyed from Andersonville

jumped from the car with many others and made

good his escape by reaching the army of Gen. Sher-

man. At the close of the war, the young men re-

turned home in fair health, liaving never liocn

wounded in battle. Albert served as a (.'ai>taiii

throughout the struggle; he was married to a lad\'

from his native land, Miss Cornelia Ocrmanson,

and died in Lawrence, Kan., in the fall of 1H7.'!,

leaving a widow and three children.

Ole J. Skofstad lived on the old homestead from

1840 to 1860. He was married there in September,

18.57, to Miss Anna M. Anderson, who was born

in Norway, in April, 1839, and liy her unitm with

our subject has become the mother of nine children,

four of whom are living. John Edward is mar-

ried and resides in Bessemer, ]\Iich.; Annia E..

Mrs. Henry S. Anderson, makes her home in Wis-

consin; Orville M. B. is a .young farmer and resides

at home; Albert Leander has been given a common
education and aids in conducting the home farm.

The father of Mrs. Skofstad emigrated from Nor-

way to America in 1843, and died at his home in

Greenwood, this State, while his good wife passed

away in Chicago, l)eing a victim of cholera. They

were the parents of two children: Airs Skofstad

and Anna, who died at Sharon, Wis., wlien sixteen

years of age.

Among the finest farms in the township may be

mentioned that of Mr. Skofstad, a view of which

adorns another page.

VliOHN LURCH. He witii whose name we in-

troduce this biographical outline was one of

the pioneers of Winnebago County, and

may be properly designated as a "gentle-

man to the manor born." He is in the enjoyment

of large means and has a pleasant home in Winne-

bago, where he is surrounded by all the comforts

of life and lives in a manner much less pretentious

perhaps than his means might justify.

Our subject was born in what is now the city of

London, Province of Ontario, Canada, August 3,

1823, and is the son of John Burch,Sr., whose birth

occurred in Woodstock, Windsor Countv, Vt. The

grandfather of our subject, who was also a native

of the Green Mountain State, was of English an-

cestiy and spent his last years near Kensington,

Canada. John Burch, Sr., was a lad of fourteen
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years when his father removed to Canada, where

he grew to manhood and was married. He then

removed to London District and jinrchased a tract

of timber land, which is now inchided in the cit^'

of London, lie erected a log honsc on the place,

in which our subject was born, and, as the markets

were verj' inconvenient to reacli, the family lived

mostly off the products of the farm.

In 1834, the father of our subject sold the prop-

ert}' above mentioned and removed to Port Stan-

ley', where he bought a farm and resided until

1839, which was the date of his advent into Illi-

nois. He was accompanied on the journey to this

State by his wife and seven children, and made the

entire journey overland with teams, the trip con-

suming four weeks. On locating in Winnebago

County, Mr. Burch found the land still owned b}'

the Government, and making a claim to a tract, he

purchased it when it came into market and erected

thereon a doul)le log house. Commencing at once

the improving of his new home, there the father

resided until 1848, when he sold out, and removing

to Guilford Township, lived there for ten years.

His last days were spent in Fayette Countj', Iowa,

whither he went in 1858, and purchased property

in the city of Fayette, where he was engaged in the

combined occupations of druggist, shoe merchant,

money-lender and a tanner.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

L^'dia Hogaboom, whose birth occurred in Saratoga

County, N. Y. She was of German ancestry and

accompanied her parents on their removal to

Canada when quite 3'oung, the journey being

made in the winter with teams. When crossing

Lake Champlain the ice broke and her mother and

one sister were drowned. She resided with her

father until her marriage, and departed this life at

her home in Fayette County, Iowa. The father

of our subject was a Whig and joined the Republi-

can ranks on the formation of that party. He
tilled various positions of trust and was the first

Justice of the Peace in Winnebago Township.

With his wife he was a member of the Methodist

Ei)iscopal Church, and before a building was erected

meetings were frequently held in his home.

.John Burch had seven brothers and sisters:

William, lienjamin, Levi B., Laura Samantha,

Hiram, Henry and Charlotte. He had reached his

sixteenth year when he came to Illinois with his

parents and with them he remained until I'eaching

his majority. Starting out in life on his own re-

sponsibility, he purchased three yoke of cattle, for

which he went in debt, and engaged in breaking

prairie for $1.75 or |il.50 with his board. Mr.

Burch was thus occupied for two seasons, and then

having saved a sufficient sum of mone^', purchased

a tract of land which is included in his present

farm. The grain raised on his place was marketed

at Cliicago, and on the return trip our subject

would bring back a load (»f goods for the mcrcliants

at Freeport, Galena or Rockford.

In 1850, the original of this sketch went to Cali-

fornia, starting with teams from Westfield, this

township, on the 4tli of April and traversing Iowa

to the present site of Council Bluffs, which was

then called Kanesville, where he was taken sick

with smallpox. He had made a contract to take

two men through to the Western coast and board

them on the way, for which he was to receive one-

half of what they maile in two years. Council

Bluffs was a Mormon town at that time and the

party secured a vacant Mormon cabin, in which our

subject and one of the gentlemen, who was similarly

afflicted, lay during their sickness, cared for by a

Mormon doctor and nurse. His companion, Daniel

Case, died and the remainder of the party carried

out their plan of visiting the Golden State, leav-

ing a team of horses and a wagon for our subject

to return home.

On recovering his health, Mr. Burch joined an-

other party of emigrants bound for thc-Western

country, led by Capt. Duncan from Michigan.

They landed in Nevada City in September, where

our subject engaged in mining and resided until

1853. In June of that year, he started home by

the way of the Isthmus, and had his first ride on

the railroad, paying $11 for eleven miles. Again

coming to his old home, he resumed farming on the

old place and at the time of his marriage located

on the farm which is his present property, and

which includes seven hundred and fifteen acres of

land, besides which he owns a quarter-section in

Greene County, Iowa, and lifty-five acres in Ogle

Count}".
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Tlie lady to whom our subject was married Jan-

uary 22, 1866, was Sarah Martha John, a native of

Northunilx'rland County, Pa., and the daugliter

of Jehu and Patience (Housewert) Jolin. The fa-

ther was a native of the Keystone State, of Welsh

ancestrj', while the mother was born in New Jersej',

of Germ.an stock. Mr. and j\Irs. Burcli have been

granted a family of seven children: Georgiana,

.ludson, AVillard, Preston, Nellie Thressa, Jessie

and Mildred. Our subject cast his first Presidential

vote for Henry Cl.ay and since the formation of

the Republican party has been a firm adherent of

its principles. AVhen Mr. Barch crossed the Mis-

souri River on his California trip, buffalo were

seen in great numbers and he says the only wa^' to

corapute their number was to estimate how many
would stand on an acre, and in lliat way calculate

how many acres ,a herd covered.

A portion of the house in which our.subject lives

w.as the first frame building erected in Winnebago

County.

' VERILL MARSH, one of the early settlers

|| of Wliinebago County, resi<ling on section

16, Guilford Township, is one of the

j) worthy citizens that the Keystone State

has furnished Illinois. He was born in Bradford

Count3', Pa., December 14, 1822, and is a son of

Russell and Aljigail (Averill) Marsh, a sketch of

whom appears on another page of this work. Our
subject was in his sixteenth j'ear when he came to

Illinois with his parents, but remembers well the

incidents of the removal here, and the experience

of pioneer life in Winnebago County. At that

time there were no free schools or public school

buildings, but the teacher was paid by subscrip-

tions, and school was held in any unoccupied

building which could be secured.

Mr. Marsh remained with his parents until

twenty years of age, and then engaged in farming

for himself. In the early spring of 1849, in com-

pany with two companions, he started for Califor-

nia, going in a skiff down the Rock River to Rock
Island, where they lioarded a steamer, and liy way

of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, rcaciicd St.

Joseph, JIo. There they Iwught four yoke of

oxen and a wagon and started .across the jilains.

There were tlien no white settlers between the

Missouri River and California, excel)!, tlie I\Ior-

mons, at Salt Lake. In August they arrived at

Hangtown, now Placcrville, and Mr. Marsh went

to the mines near Coloma, whei'e he engaged in

digging gold for two years, when he went to Sacra-

mento, and formed a partuershii) with an experi-

enced lilacksmith, Mr. Marsh furnishing the capital.

They opened a shop and con'inued in business for

one year, when he resumed mining, and to tluit

occupation devoted his energies until I.s."j:i. when

he started on the return trip l>y way of tlie Istli-

mus of Panama and New York.

On the 2.sth of February, 18,54, Mr. Marsh was

joined in wedlock with Frances Robinson, who was

born in Paris, Oxford County, Me., September 30.

18;31. Her father and grandfather both liore the

name of Stephen Robinson. The latter was a

farmer of Paris, and spent liis entire life in the

Pine Tree State. He married .lemima H.askell,

who also lived in Maine until called to the home
beyond. Stephen Robinson, Jr., was reared in Paris,

and there married Sophrona Cushman, a native of

Buckfield, Me., and a daughter of Caleb and Polly

(Buck) Cushman. In 1844, they emigrated to Illi-

nois, by way of Buffalo and the Lakes, and, on

reaching Winnebago County. i)urcliased a farm on

section 8, Guilford Township, where both Mr. and

Mrs. Robinson spent their remaining da3's.

Five children were born unto Mr. and Mrs.

Marsh, but only one is now living: Lizzie, wife of

Ward Shaw, by whom she has one child, Ellis.

Eva, their first-born, liecame the wife of Byron

Meech, and died in 1891, leaving four children,

Lloyd A., Anna, Frank and Ralph; Bruce died at

the age of sis months; Dora died at the age of

twelve, and Clinton died in his third year.

On his return from California, Mr. Marsh located

upon the farm which he now owns and occupies.

Within its boundaries arc comprised one hundred

and eighty acres of valuable land under a high

state of cultivation and well improved with good

buildings. He is recognized as one of the leading

agriculturists of this community and is a jinblic-
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spii'itefl anrl iirooressive citizen who manifests a

comniendalile interest in ;ill that pertains to tlie

upbuilding of tlie county and the promotion of

tlie general welfare. Politically, Mr. Marsh is a

stalwai-t IJepulilican.

\i7 E. P. E N S () X , a veteran of the Mex-

I ((d) iC'""' ^Var, was horn in Cazenovia. Madison

j
]L\\

,

C^ounty, N. Y.,i\[arch 10, l.S->r,. His f.athcr,

I.saac lienson. was a native of Allianv County, N.

Y., and w.as of I'russian (U'scent. When a young

man, he went to IMadison ('(.lunty, and, after a short

residence in Cazenovia. removed to Fayettevillc,

Onondaga County, where he followed tlie black-

smith 's trade until 184.''). He married Julia Thomas,

a native of Williamstown, Mass., and with his wife

and seven children emigrated to Illinois, making

the entire journey overland with teams. He lo-

cated in the village of Rclvidere. fi|icncd a smithy

and followed his Irade foi- a nuinl>er of years, af-

ter wiiich he lived retired until called to his final

rest. Both Mr. and Mrs. Benson died in this city.

Our subject was an infant when his parents re-

moved to Fayettevilie, where he was reared and

educated. At the age of sixteen, he commenced
working with his father at the blacksmith's trade,

and continued with him until 1847, when he en-

listed in ('apt. She|iherd's Comiiany of the Sixth

Illinois Infantry, and went with the command to

Mexico, where he participated in several engage-

ments, serving about a year and a half, when he

returned to Alton, and was honorably discharged.

His health was greatly impaired during his service.

On the 3d of March, 184'.», he started with a com-

pany for California, making the journey across the

plains with ox-teams. At that time there were no
white settlers between St. Joseph, Mo., and the Pa-

cific Slope, except the INIormons at Salt Lake. Large

herds of buffaloes were seen on the prairie, also

deer and antelopes. After one hundred and eighty

days of travel, the party arrived at Bidwoll's

ranch, in Uutte County, whence they went to the

Feather Piver country. I\h'. lienson crintinued to

engage in mining in California, uitli the exeeiition

of two winters spent in Illinois. In 1SI12. be re-

turned ti) Belvidere, where he made his home un-

til 187(1, when he i)uichased a farm in De Kalb

County.

On the 8th of January, 186(1, Mr. Benson mar-

ried Adeline A. Harper, who was born in Huron

County, Ohio, and was a daughter of Joseph

Harper. She died in 1887, leaving five children:

Frank, Eben,Cora, Mary and Jessie. In his politi-

cal afliliations, our subject is a Republican, and has

served as Street Commissioner for the past three

years. Socially, he is a member of the Belvidere

Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. M.; Kishwaukee Chap-

ter No. 90. R. A. M.; Crusader Commandery No.

17, K. T.; Freeport Consistory and La Fayette

Garrison No. 27, K. (r. His life has been a varied

one. Tiiere arc few men who served in the Mex-
ican War, and also made the trip to California

among the '49ers. He has likewise borne the experi-

ences of pioneer life. In every community where

he has resided he h.as been recognized as a valued

citizen, and wherever he goes, he wins friends.

|^^\ ATTHKW i\I( MILLAN. We are gratified

to be able to present the life history of

this progressive, intelligent .and thrifty

agiiculturist, who enjoys tlie confidence

of the business community and resides on section

21, Caledonia Township, Boone Count}'. Both he

and his worthy wife are highly esteemed among
their neighbors, and in the accumulation of his

farm he has been ably seconded by his faithful

helpmate.

The original of this sketch wtis born in Kintyre,

Scotland, December 2.5, 1815, and is a son of James

McMillan, who w.as also a native of that portion of

Scotland, where he spent his entire life. The

maiden name of his wife was Mary McLain, who
departed this life in her native shire. Matthew, of

this sketch, was reared and educated in Scotland

and served an apprenticeship of four years at the

shoemaker's trade, but did not follow that branch

of work, preferring to give his time and attention

to agriculture.

Desiring to .see something of the New World, of

which he h;id heard so much, he of whom we write.
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in 1852, came to America, accompanied b3' his wife

and two children, setting sail from Glasgow in

April on the vessel "Conrad" and landed at New
York seven weeks and three days later. Our sub-

ject immediately went to Cincinnati, wliere for live

years he was engaged in teaming and at the end

uf that time came to Illinois and, locating in

Caledonia Township, rented land until 1878, when

he became the proprietor of the two hundred and

ten acres which he now owns adjoining the village.

The lady to whom our subject was married, De-

cemlier 28, 1841, was also born in Kintyre, .Scot-

laud, and bore the name of Agnes, daughter of

John and Mary Kelly. They have become the

parents of eight children, namely: Mary, Barbara,

James, John, IMattliew, libby. Nettie aud Charles.

I5otli Mr. and Mrs. ISIcMillan are earnest and active

members of tlie Willow Creek l'resb3'teriao Church,

and their influence in every way is used for the

upbuilding of society and the forwarding of tlie

interests of morality and religion.

'jl^OBERT RIDGE. An

U;^ esteemed and respecti

Lmong the most highly

IINT esteemed and respected residents of the vil-

iii\\\ lage of Capron, Boone Count}', 111., there is

^^ not oue who has been a more faithful soldier

and pleasant member of society, or a more thorough

and sagacious business man, than the original of

this notice, whose portrait is shown on the oppo-

site page. His life of industry and usefulness aud

his record for honesty aud uprightness have given

him a hold upon the community which all miglit

well desire to share.

The parents of our subject, George and Eliza

(Crozier) Ridge, were natives of Ireland, in whicii

country tlie mother died when com])aratively a

young woman. In 1850, the father came to the

United States, settled in New York State, at

Lawyersvillfe, Schoharie Count\', and two years

later sent for his family of Ave cliildren. In 1874,

he came to Illinois and made his home with his

son, our subject, until his death, when eighty-

three years of age. Me was a hard-working man,

a tiller of the soil, which occupation most of his

ancestors had followed, ami was hunc.-l ainl

upright in every walk of life. Of his cliildren,

onl}' three are now living: Roiiert in Capron, III.,

and Thomas and James in New Haven, Conn.

Our subject was liorn in Ciiuiits- Cavan, Ireland,

June 4, 183U, and when but an infant was sent to

his grandparents, with wIkuii he remained until

twelve years of age, or until c<.iniiiig to America.

Wlien thirteen years old, he began working out li\-

the month for Horace Wakeman, but received little

compensation. Eroni 1S58, when he cami- to

Boone County, 111., until tlie opening of the war,

he received more substantial returns for his serv-

ices, and his prospects were brighter in every re-

sjiect. Although he worked on the faiiii (luiiiig

the summer seasons, he was in school during ihe

winter mouths, aud attended the South Belvidere

school for one term. On the Tithof August, 1862.

he enlisted in Company B, Ninetj-liftii Illinois

Infantry, under Capt. C. B. Loop, aud was with

his regiment until after the siege of Vicksbur"-,

when he was taken sick and confined in the Mc-

Pherson Hospital for about three months. Recov-

ering, he went to tlie front and joined "Sherman's

dashing I'liion boys," at Kenesaw Mountain, re-

maining with them until after the capture of

Atlanta, when he returned to his own regiment at

Nasliville. He was mustered out at .Spriiiglield,

111., August 17, 1865, after being in many prom-

inent engagements, and having his hat shot through

twice—once at Vicksluirg and once at S[)aii;sli Ft.,

Ala.

Returning to Boone County after cessation of

hostilities, Mr. Ridge began clerking in a store at

Capron for Stow lV- Lambert, and this continued

until his marriage, November 21, 1867, to Miss

Hattie A. Scott, a native of Canada, and the daugh-

ter of Francis and Mary Scott. The iiiotlier died

in Canada, but the father moved to Illinois in

1857, and became quite an extensive landowner.

He died in Capron when eighty-three years of .age.

Mr. and Mrs. Ridge became the parents of four

children: The eldest, Alice, born .Iaiiuai\ I, ls7|,

died March 22, 1874; George S., Imrii in Capron,

Boone County, June 2, 1871. died .luiie I. Is;)2.

aged eighteen years; Clara 1!.. born .Inniiaiy ,'),

1876, aud Benjamin Harrison, born .lune 26, 1888,
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are the surviving members of the family circle.

After his marriage Mr. Ridge engaged in general

merchandising, in company with William Andrews,

for eighteen years, and at the same time carried on

a successful grain business; then dissolving part-

nershii) with Mr. Andrews, lie bought the Cai)ron

elevators, and has been in the grain and feed busi-

ness exclusively for tlie past six years. He is now
interested in tile worivs and also owns a good farm

of two hundred and lifty-tliree acres in Le R03'

Township, lie is a self-made man, and all that

he now owns is the result of hard work and un-

ceasing industry.

In politics, Mr. Ridge is a Republican. He has

been School Treasurer for sixteen years, and has

held other local positions in the township. He has

been a member of the Christian Church for m.auy

years, and had charge of the township liible deposi-

tory for over twenty-three years, resigning that

position about twn years ago. He also gave up

the position of School Treasurer, which he had

held for sixteen years. Socially, lie is Adjutant

of Cornwall Post No. 314, G. A. R., of Capron,

and was one of the charter members. He is a

member of Camp No. 023, M. W. A.

A conscientious and devout Christian, Mr_

Ridge is honored and esteemed Ii^' all who enjo^-

his acquaintance, and the family is one of the

most prominent in the townshij). He is jmblic-

si)irited, and is actively identified with all good

movements. He is President of the tile and brick

works of the village of Cai)ron, and was largely

instrumental in establishing that enterprise in the

village.

LKXANDER RALSTON. This gentleman,

though born across the ocean, was one of

ih the early pioneers of Winnebago County,

and has given the liest efforts of his life

to its development, and, as a reward for his

industry, has accumulated a handsome compe-

tency. In Mr. Ralston, we find a splendid exam-
|ilc of what may be accomplished by an energetic,

determined and economical man. His birthplace

was Argyleshire, Scotland, the date thereof being-

May 1, 1808. His father, David Ralston, was also

born in that place, where he was reared to the call-

ing of an agriculturist and spent his entire life.

Our subject's mother, Helen Ralston, was born

in the same shire as was her husband, coming to

America in 1842, and departing this life in Winne-

bago County. .She became the mother of five chil-

dren: Robert, Alexander, Margaret, Jane and Da-

vid, all of whom came to America. Robert settled

in what is now Harlem Township, Winnebago

County, where his decease occurred; Margaret was

married to .John Caldwell, and makes her home in

Caledonia, Boone Count}'; David resided in this

count}' until his decease.

Alexander Ralston was reared and educated in

his native shire, and when lifteen years of age

went to Greenock and was engaged for four years

as a clerk in a hardware store. After that he emi-

grated to St. Johns, Newfoundland, and was in the

employ of the same man for five years. Returning

to Scotland, he remained there until 1834, at which

time he sailed from Greenock on the "Roger

Stewart," and six weeks later landed in New
York. He came directly AVest to Ohio, where he

engaged to work out by the month for a time.

Later, being enabled to become the owner of pro|i-

erty on his own account, he secured an eighty-

acre tract of timber land, upon which he erected a

log house and there resided until 1843. On the

above-named date, Mr. Ralston came to Winnebago

Count}', making the journey hither by teams, and

settled in what is now Harlem Township. At that

time Northern Illinois was very spar.sely settled,

the gi'eater portion of the land being in the pos-

session of the Government. Our subject, however,

made a claim to eighty acres, upon which he

erected a small frame house, doing the carpenter-

work himself, and going to Chicago with a team

for the shingles. He from time to time added to

his farm, until his estate included one hundred and

eighty acres, well improved with good buildings,

lu 1879, Mr. Ralston disposed of his property and

came to Rockford, wiiere he has since lived retired

from active labors.

Mr. Ralston was married in Scotland to Jane

(iordon, who was a native of the same shire as was

her husband, and died after coming to this coun-
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try, in 1836, in Wasliington Count}^, Ohio. In

1852, our subject was again married, this time to

Elizabeth Ilarve}', a native of Argylesliire, .Scot-

land, and the daughter of AVilliam and Mary

(Greenlecs) Harvey. She came to America with

her parents, where she died. Two daugliters were

born of that union, Charlotte E. and Nellie. The

first union of Mr. Ralston resulted in the birtli of

one son, John C, wlio resides in St. Louis.

The original of this sketch was reared under the

influence of the Piesbyterian Church, witli which

denomination he became connected in early life.

He is at the present time a member of tlie West-

minster Church, at Rockford, to the support of

which he is a liberal contributor. He stands very

high in business circles, being a founder of the

People's Bank of Rockford. In 1875, INIr. Ralston

returned to Scotland, after an absence of forty

years, and visited friends and relatives. Our sub-

ject is a Republican, and has held various odiees,

among them that of Justice of the Peace for three

terms.

tofct > t I > I >»iO

ILLIAM C. CHAPMAN, a successful pat-

r, /j; tern-maker of Rockford, who has been in

^\y the employ of John and AV. F. Barns since

March, 1866, is highly esteemed for his ability, en-

terprise and integrity. He has been a resident of

the city since 1852, except about four years that

he spent in Cliicago, 111. He learned the trade of

a cabinet-maker and designer, and was in the em-

ploy of J. G. Marsli, a furuituie-maker in this city,

for sixteen years. Wliile in Chicago, he also fol-

lowed his trade.

Our subject was born in Greenwich Township,

Wasliington Count}', N. Y., November 15, 1830,

and received his rudimentary education in the

common schools of that county. He afterward

attended Unionville Academy, where, during the

four years of his attendance, he was a schoolmate of

Ex-President Chester A. Arthur. Later, he was

under the tutelage of his fatlier in learning to be

a mechanic, and when twenty-one years of age,

came West to Rockford, 111., and grew up with this

city. His record as a citizen and business man is

very good indeed, and lie is a man of cxcoUciil

habits, never touching wiiisky or toliaccn in any

form. He has been a member of the First Congre-

gational Church nearly all his life, and is a strong

sup[)orter of the principles of the Rc[)ublic;ui

party.

Miss Linda Neal,whom our subject nunried in tlii.-.

count}', was a native of the Province of ()ntari(i,

Canada, and came to the States, and to \\'inneli:ig()

County, 111., when twenty j-ears of age. She died

March 27, 1876, when thirty-lliree years of age,

leaving the following children, all now living:

Frank W., now a resident of Southern Dakota; Le

Roy, a railroad man, residing in Rockford, wh(j

married IMiss Hattie Andrews; Lucy E., engaged

with the Rockford Watch Compan}-; and Charles

H., residing in Minnesota.

Mr. Chapman's second marriage occurred in

Guilford Township, this county, to Miss Andrews,

who was born, reared and educated in that town-

ship. She died at her home in this city in October,

1878, when thirty-three years of age, leaving one

child, Albert H., who is at home.

The third marriage of our subject occurred m
Rockford, and the lady of his choice was Mrs.

Elizabeth Warner, iice Judd. She was also born,

reared and educated in Guilford Township, her

birth taking place on the 4th of May, 1851. She

was the daughter of old settlers of this county,

both of whom died here. The parents, lienjaiiiin

and Mary A. (Carman) Judd, were natives of

Canada, but after marriage they came to the States,

settling in Cherry A'alley Townshi[i, Winnebago

County, 111. Later, they removed to Guilford

Township, located on a farm, and died when quite

aged.

Mrs. Chapman, the present wife of our subject,

was first married in her native township to Mr.

Alexander B. I. Warner, who was a brick-molder

in Rockford for many years, but subseciuently went

to Michigan. He w.as in Antrim County, of that

State, until his death, on the 25th of December,

1878, when forty-two years of age. He was a

soldier in the Civil War, enlisting in the Eleventh

Illinois Infantry and serving three years, and was

in many prominent engagements. He veteranized

after serving the last of four vears in the Seventy-
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fourth Illinois Infantry, and liis discliaige was

covered with tlie battles in which he engaged. He
escaped with only a slight flesh wound on the left

check, Ijut was the hero of many a battle. He died

leaving five children: George A., in the employ

of the Rockford Street Railroad; Ida P., wife of

John Robinson, a farmer of Nelson, Neb.; Clara

M. and Dora E. at home, both having received

good educations at the Business College; and Ben-

jamin .7., at liome. To tlie present union have

been Imru two children, Clicster A. and Darwin E.

N ^^s^ /

jTL_^ ENRY A. LATHAM. Prominent among
i[ jVj the pioneers of Winnebago County stands

i^^^^ the name of our sul)ject, who has resided

(^; for the last thirty jears on the old home-

stead in Owen Township. Ills estate includes two

hundred and lifly-two acres located on the Rock

River, and the honorable and successful career of

Mr. Latliam stands forth as a fitting example of

what can be attained by jiersistent and earnest

effort.

Our subject liad his Inrth Novemlier 12, 1843, in

Schoharie County, N. Y., while his direct progeni-

tor, Erancis E. Latham, liaik'd from Connecticut.

Darius Latham, the grandfather of our subject, was

also liorn in the Nutmeg State, whence he removed
to Albany, N. Y., and later came to Rockford,

where he remained a short time and then went

farther West to Kansas. Returning to Illinois, he

deijarted this life at the home of iiisson in Lincoln.

When the iiarcntsof Erancis E. Latham removed
to Albany, N. Y., he was a lad of aljout twelve

years, and when attaining mature life learned the

carpenter's trade, wliich lie foilowod for a time and
then entered tiie employ of the New York it Erie

Railroad, being engaged in buildnig bridges. He
continued to make his home in the Empire State

until 1854 when he canic to Rockford and was en-

gaged in contracting and building for about three

years, at the exi)irationof which time he purchased

bis farm in Owen Townshiijand cultivated the soil

until his decease. Tlie maiden name of his wife

was Maria Zimmer; siie was born in New York

State and died on the home farm, after having

borne her husband four children: Henry A., Sarah,

Abbie and Emma.
The original of this sketch was a lad of ten ^-ears

when he accompanied his |)arents on their removal

to the Prairie State. He attended school during

the winter months and assisted his father in per-

forming duties on the farm, then on the outbreak

of the late war enlisted at the tirsl call for volun-

teers. His company, however, was not accepted,

their services not being needed. Our subject again

enlisted in August of that 3'ear, joining Company
D, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, and served with his

regiment until .luly, 1863, and was then trans-

ferred to the navy. He participated in many im-

portant battles while a member of the Eleventh

Regiment, among which were Et. Douelson and

Shiloh, while in the navy he fought on the gun-

boats "Cincinnati," "Lexington," "Hastings," and

the "Mortar Elect," serving under Commodores

Foote and Porter. The principal naval battles were

Snyders Bluff, Arkansas Post, Y'azoo Pass. On the

25th of May, ISGl the vessel on which our subject

was aboard, the "Cincinnati," was sunk, and

forty-two of the ninety-five men were lost. Mr.

Latham was put on board the "Mortar Fleet" and

later participated in the siege of Vicksburg, after

which he was transferred to Lexington and went

on the Red River expedition.

His term of service expiring in the fall of 1864,

GUI' subject received his honorable discharge and

returned home. In February, 1865, he again en-

listed, becoming a member of the Eleventh Illinois

Cavalry, serving his country until October of that

3ear, and then returning home was engaged with

his father until the death of the latter, which oc-

curred in 1880. The original of this sketch then

went to Benton County, Mo., where he purchased

an unimproved tract of land, upon which he re-

sided for three years. Then returning to Illinois,

he liouglit the interest of the other heirs of the old

homestead which he at present owns and occupies.

Mrs. Elizabeth Rice and Henry A. Latham were

united in marriage in 1865. The lady, a native

of New York State, bore her husband two children,

Francis E. and Elwilda. Mr. Latham is a Grand

Arm}' man being a member of Nevius Post No. 1
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at I\t)ckforil. He is also connected with AVinnebago

Encampment No. 44, I. O. O. F., and the Farm-

ers' Camp M. W. A. and the Kishwaukee Tribe No.

34, Independent Order of Redmen. Our subject

is a member of the Illinois Nation.al Guards, Third

Regiment, and has lilled tlie olflce of Commissary

Sergeant for four years, and has belonged to the

Regiment for seven years.

y'lLLARD A. BROLIN, Secretary and Treas-

urer of the Skandia Furniture Corapau}',

,, , has tlie honor of being a native-born citi-

zen of Rockford, his birth liaviug occurred in this

city on the 2d of .January, 1805. His parents,

Charles and Eva (Carlson) Brolin, were botli na-

tives of Sweden, and when 3'oung peoi)le came to

the United States. After locatiug m Rockford,

they were married and have since been residents

of this city, where they still make their home. For

some time the father was employed in the machine

department of the N. C. Tliompson Manufacturing

Company, but has subsequently been a finisher in

the cabinet works of the Skandia Furniture Com-
(lany of Rockford. He and his wife are members of

the First Swedish Lutheran Church, and, in politics,

he is a supporter of the principles of the Republi-

can party. Unto them were born a family of six

children, but onlj- two are now living: Willard

and Arthur.

AVe now take up the personal histor>of our sub-

ject, whose portrait a|ipearsiu this connection, and

who is known ns one of the enterprising young
business men of Rockford. His education was ac-

quired in the city schools, and since he has attained

his majority he has been engaged in doing clerical

work. He was employed for a time as agent for

the East Side Illinois Central Railroad, and lias

been connected with several local enterprises. He
is a stockholder in the Skandia Loan Association,

and for the past three years has held the position

,of Secretary and Treasurer of the Skandia Furni-

ture Company, and is also one of its Directors.

This corporation has its factory on North Second

Street, on the east bank of the Rock River. The

business was established in 1889, and has been car-

30

ried on successfully since. They manufacture

hall-trees, book-cases, cylinder desks, ladies' secre-

taries, extension-tables, etc., employing one hun-

dred and fifty men. They have a constantly

increasing trade, of which the members of the firm

are well deserving. Mr. Brolin is also a stock-

holder and Director of the Royal Mantel and Fur-

niture Company; stockholder and Director in the

Rockford Furniture and Undertaking Company;
and has a third in.terest in the Oscar Larson Com-
pany, wholesale and retail dealers in fruit and

confectionery.

Our suliject and his brother reside ut home uitli

their parents. They hold membcrshii) with the

First Swedish Lutheran Church and both exercise

their right of franchise in support of the Republi-

can party. Our subject is an energetic and ambi-

tious young man, and though now only twenty-six

years of age, is already regarded as one (if the

leading young business men of the city. Follow-

ing out the course wliicli he is imw [lursuiug, he

will undoubtedly make his life both useful and

successful.

•&#^ —f^^-f—
AVID A. ELMORE, dealer in wood, coal,

) rtour and feed, flre-iiroof brick, roofing

(@si^ material, etc., carries on a fiourishing busi-

ness at No. 516 South Main Street, Rock-

ford, where he established in business in 1875. He
is a man of superior attainments and accurate

principles, and to this fact, coupled with industry

and energy, is due the prosperity b^' which his en-

terprise has been attended. He came to Rockford

from Rochelle, where for fifteen years he was en-

gaged as a coal-dealer, his efforts there Ijeing so

satisfactory as to favor the removal to the larger

city.

INIr. Elmore is a native of Ohio, and was born in

Columbus, December 25, 1829. When about one

year old, he was brought by his parents to this

State, settlement being made at Beardstown, Cass

County. His father, .Jacob Elmore, was born at

Cobleskill, N. Y., and was a son of Daniel Elmore,

who passed his entire life in the Empire State, dy-

ing at an advanced age. In his youth. Jact>li LI-
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more leanicil the trade of a ealunet-maker, and

after lie oaiiie to Illinois, engaged as a mill-wriglit.

He was thus emploj'ed when lie was aecidentally

drowned in the Illinois River, at Beardstown, leav-

ing a widow and one child.

A few years after the death of Jacob Elmore,

his widow became the wife of John Acker, and, in

1837, removed to Ogle County, which remained

their home for some years. Later, they removed

to Pottawattamie County, Iowa, where Mrs. Acker

died at the age of seventy-six, leaving five sons

anil two daughters by her second raarri.age. Mr.

Acker died May 16, 1892, at the advanced age of

ninety-two j'ears. His entire life had been spent

in farming pursuits.

In the home of his mother and stepfather, our

suliject grew to man's estate, coming with them to

Ogle County in 1837, and attending the common-

schools of that county. When twenty-one 3'ears

and three months old, he started out to earn his

own living, and since that time he has not onl)*

been self-supporting, but has accumulated a

comfortable property through shrewd business

management and judicious investments. He is

genial and whole-souled, and never forgets, either

in business or society, tliat the duty one man owes

to another is courtesy. He has in his possession

some highly-prized keepsakes in the shape of old

letters written to his father in the days when post-

age was twenty-five cents and envelopes were un-

known.

The lady who, Eel)raary M, 1857, became the

wife of JMr. Elmore was Miss Addie E. Reynolds.

She was born in Cattaraugus County, N. Y., in

1839, and was quite young when she accompanied

her parents, James S. and Rosamond (Geer) Rey-

nolds, to Illinois. They were natives of the Em-
pire State, passed their entire lives on a farm, and
now lie buried side by side in Ogle County, where

they died full of years. Mr. and Mrs. Elmore are

the parents of seven children, of whom the follow-

ing is noted: Addie was for same years a teacher,

but is now a stenographer, in Chicago; Kate Is

saleslady in a State Street millinery store, in Chi-

cago; Grace is the wife of E. M. Burns, a druggist

at INIason City, Iowa; Arthur E., Secretary for his

father and tiie comiiany, is a graduate tif Evanston

College, and a young man of great promise; Isa-

belle is stenographer for the Rockford Watch Com-

pany; Helen M. is an accomplished and gifted

])ianist and a music teacher; Anna R. is a student

in Rockford High School.

AVID J. ANDERSON, who has been a

) lesident on his fine farm in Winne-

bago Township since 1854, was born in

Essex County, N. J., October 30, 1822.

He is a son of John Anderson, who was born in

Hunterdon County, that State, January 15, 179C.

Capt. Jacob Anderson, the graiidfatlier of our sub-

ject, was also a native of the above-named State,

and received his title while a soldier in the Revo-

lutionary AVar; he died in Hunterdon County

about 1838, and his widow drew a pension of >;8()(t

during her last years.

John Anderson was one of triplets born to his

parents, one of whom died in infancy and one

when six years of age. He was reared on the farm

and died in June, 1850, in Hunterdon County.

The maiden name of his wife was Eleanor John-

son, whose birth occurred in the same State, No-

vember 1, 1795. She came to Illinois in 1852, and

died in AVinnebago Township, August 7, 1874.

The parental family included the following-

named children: David J., Catherine, Rachel,

Ruth T., Hannah M., IMary M., Wesley B. and

Henry M. He of whom we write was very young

when his father removed to Hunterdon County

and as soon as old enough liegan to assist in the

cultivation of the home farm. When seventeen

years of age, he served an apprenticeship of three

3'ears at the blacksmith's trade, and, in 1840, went

to Tioga Count}', N. Y., where he was engaged as

a smith for six years. At the end of that time, he

came to Illinois, locating in Rockford, where he en-

tered the employ of Frink & AValker, proprietors

of the stage line, as their horse-shoer. As there were

no railroads in Rockford at that early day, all

transportation was made with teams.

In the fall of 1851, Mr. Anderson returned to

New York State, and the following spring, accom-

panied by his mother, brothers and sisters, came to
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this county, where he purchased, two years later,

the farm which is his present home, and on wliicli

may be found all the improvements which go to

make of it a first-class estate. Fruit, shade and

ornamental trees enhance its beauty and value

•and not the least among its good buildings i> a

comfortable farm residence.

February 23, 1869, Elizabeth Forester, who was

born in Northumberland County, Pa., March 24,

1834, became the wife of our subject. Her father,

James Forester, was born in New Jersey, October

17, 1796, and was a lad of ten years when he re-

moved with his parents to Pennsylvania. AViien

starting out in life for himself, he purchased a farm

in Northumberland County, which he cultivated

until his decease, March 7, 1872. The maiden

name of Mrs. Anderson's uiolher was Sarnh

Mettler, also a native of New Jersey, where her

birth occurred March 24, 1798. She departed this

life, February 7, 1885, when eighty-seven years

old. Her thirteen children bore the names of

Francis, CTCorge, William, John, Samuel. Ilenrv M.,

Jane, Ira, Elizabeth, Philip. Charles, Sarah A., and

James.

Two children have been granted our suliject and

his wife: Sarah Eleanor, who was born December

23, 1869, died January 4, 1873; and Gertrude, born

June 20, 1874. Our subject and his wife are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in

politics Mr. Anderson votes the straight Rei)ulili-

can ticket, with which party his wife is in full

sympath}' although not permitted to vote.

^^EORGE J. THORNTON, one of the leading

III <^t7
contractors and builders of Rockford, 111.,

3^^ is pleasantly domiciled in one of the line

residences of his own building, at No. 414 Whit-
man .Street, and at the head of (irant Avenue and
Thomas Street. This is one of the many Ijeauti-

ful building spots of the thriving city of Rockford.

Since 1881, Mr. Thornton has been a resident of

this city. He has attended strictly to his busi-

ness, winning a just reputation .as to his ability .as

a contractor and builder. He was born in tlie Prov-

ince of Ontario, Canada, and his parents. Bowler

and Hannah (Blackl)urn) Thornton, were natives

of England.

Bowler Thornton was l.iorn in V(irk.>lnre, in the

year 1816. and c(jmes of an (Ad W)rkshiie fam-

ily. He grew to manhood there, and learned tlic

blacksmith trade of his fatlier, .lolin Thurnton.

In 1829, the family came to AmeriL'a, settled at

Port Hope, Province of Ontarii), and in Clark

Township, of that [)rovince. Bowler was united in

marritige with Miss Blackburn. She w.as also a

native of Yorkshire, England, liorn in lS21,and

in 1832 she came with her [larents, .lames and

Rachel (Ware) Blackburn, who were natives of

Y(.)i'kshire, to Canada. They settled on a timbered

farm in Clark Township, Province of ( )ntarit), and

liiere the |iarents ,s|)ent the eiosiiig years of their

lives, having passed the allotted age of man. I'lotli

were prominent members of the Methodist Church.

Of their eleven children, Sirs. Tiiornton was the

youngest in order of birth. Her last remaining

sister died in the Province (.>f Ontario, March 14.

Its92.

After his marriage, Mr. Thornton followed

blacksmithing for some time, but later engaged in

the grain business, and made a fortune at this.

He was also activel^y eng.aged in merchandising,

but soon met with reverses and lost all. In 1865,

he came to Illin<_)is and settled in Winnebago
County, where he became man.ager of a sheep and

stock farm of six hundred and forty acres in Owen
Townshiii, known as the L. W. Owen farm, and

received as compensation 165 per month. Three

years later, he purch.ased one hundred and sixty

acres vi wild land in that townshii), and resided

on the same, making many im|irovements. until

his death in August, 1876, when nearly- fifty-nine

years of age. Although he met with many dis-

couragements and reverses, he was never disheart-

ened, and at his death left a fortune of ^12,0no.

Hi> wife, who is still living and who is sevent\'

years of age, has a comfortable home with a daugh-

ter, j\Irs. H. H. Wilcox, in Burritt Township.

She is a member of the Methodist Church, and

her husband was also associated with that church.

(ieorge J. Thornlon was one of eleven cliildren.

and was seven years old wiien he came wilh his
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parents to Illinois. He remained in this State until

seventeen years of ago, and then returned to Can-

ada. Later, he entered the Medical Department of

the University at Ann Arlior. IMich., and then the

Chicago Medical School, after which he wont West.

He had followed the drug Inisiiiess in Canada for

some time befoie going to Ann Arbor, and in

1881, as before mentioned, he returned to Illinois.

He was married in Rockford to Miss Ida .1. Corlett,

a native of Guilford Townshii), this county, wlicre

she was reared and educated. Her parents, .James

and Emma A. (Wood) Corlett, were natives of the

Isle of IMan and New York State, respectively. Mr.

Corlett came to tlie I'nited States with his parents

when a child, settled with them in Ohio, and, later,

came to Winnebago County, where he followed

farming in Guilford Township. He was first mar-

ried to Miss Marj' A. Von Alstein, who died when

a comparatively young woman, leaving four chil-

dren. His second marriage was with Miss Wood,

by whom he became the father of nine children.

Mr. Corlett died at his home in Guilford Town-

ship, December 21, 1885, when sixty-three years of

age. He was a very successful and popular busi-

ness man, and left at his death an estate valued at

175,000. Mrs. Corlett is a resident of this city,

and is now not quite fifty years of age. She resides

at No. 412 Whitman Street.

Mr. and JNIrs. Thornton Ijecame the parents (if

two children: Birdie A., who died at the age of

aliout five months, and I!es>ie A., a bright little

girl of six years. Mr. and Mrs. Thornton are

memliers of the Centennial Methodist Episcopal

Church. Mr. Thornton is a Repuljlican in politics.

Socially, our sul)ject lielongs to the Modern Wood-
men of America.

ENRY A. P( )SS()N. There is no doulit that

a sketch of this popu'ar citizen of R ckford

will interest all the residents of this part

of the county, as he is a very prominent

man in social and Ir siness circles. Orleans

Cf.iunty. N. Y., is the place of liis birth, the

date thereof being .July «, bs.'ii;. .T.acoli Posson,

his fa her, was one of tlie (ir^t settler- m Rockfor>l,

and it is thought he was born in Schoharie County,

N Y. He was the son of Frederick and Kate

Posson, and was reared and married in New York

State, where he learned the trade of a cooper. He

removed to Niagara County soon after his mar-

riage, where he was employed until 1836, the time

of his coming to Rockford. In that early day all

thi surrounding country was owned by the Gov-

ernment, and but few families resided in this now
wealthy city.

The father of our subject purchased a lot on the

northeast corner of Second and Market Streets, and

made his residence on the south side of Second

Street, which property he also owned. In the fall

of the above-named 3'ear he was joined in his new

home by his wife and child, who came hither from

the East by wa_\' of the Lakes to Chicago, and was

twenty eight days in making the journey. They

weie met in Chicago by Mr. Posson, and were con-

veyed by a team to Rockford. In 1837, he bought

a claim to a tract 1 f land four miles from the cit}',

on whieli he erected a log house and commenced

at once the improvement on his farm. As there

were no railroads in the vicinity for a number of

years and Chicago was the nearest marke and

depot for su plies, the pioneers were compelled to

haul their products to that city, and on the return

trip brought back necessary articles for the family.

Jacob I'osson resided for five years on the farm

above mentioned, when he rented his estate and,

coming to Rockford, erected a shop on the south-

cast corner of Second and Market Streets, where

he intended to engage at his trade of coopering.

His decease occurred, however, November 1, 1842,

before the shop was completed. The maiden n ane

of the mother of our subject was Mary Sherwood.

She was born in Salem, Washington County, N.

Y., November 7, 1806, and was the daughter of

James and Sarah (Smith) Sherwood, natives re-

spectively of New York City and New Hampshire.

Mrs. Posson is still living, at the advanced age of

eighty-five 3ears. She became the mother of three

children: our subject, Frederick L. and Mary A.

Frederick L. resides at Portland, Ore., and Mary

A. married James M. Forbes, and makes her home

in Santa Barbara.

Henry A. Posson, of this sketch, w.as an infant
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wlien liis parents emigrated to Winnebago Coiint\',

and at that time was the first white babe in the

county. lie attended the early schools of Rock-

ford, and at the age o" twenty years went to

IMedina, N. Y.. to learn the trade of house and car-

riage
I
ainting. After spending three j^ears in the

Empire State, he returned to Rockford. where he

))rosecuted his trade until 1861, when, in Septem-

lier of that jear, he enlisted in Company G,Forty-

lifth Illinois Inf ntr}-, and participated in he

battles of Ft. Henry, Ft. Donelson and Shiloli. He
was wounded at the latter-named conflict on Sun-

da}', April 6th, receiving a gun-shot wound in iiis

right arm, which was amputated the following

week at the Central Hospital, Paducah. Our sub-

ject was honorably discharged July 2, 1862, and

on returning hone resumed work at his trade,

wiiich he followed for six years. He has been in

tlie postal service in Rockford since January, 1890.

Miss Hannah McClaffert}- became the wife of our

subject September 19, 1867. She was born in An-

napolis, Nova Scotia, and was the daughter of Roger

and Mary McClaffcrtv, and by her union with our

subject has become tlie mother of two children:

George A. and Mary A. Mrs. Posson is a member

of the Baptist Church and her daughter is con-

nected with the Centennial Methodist Episcopal

Church. Our subject is a member of Nevius Post

No. 1, G. A. R., and is greatly respected liy the

entire comniunitv.

1 ICHARD JIOORE. The occupation whicli

this gentleman now follows has received

his attenticin the greater part of his life,

^) and it is, perhaps, not to be wondered at

tliat he is meeting with success in his chosen call-

ing, for he has always attended strictly to the de-

tails of farm work, and is one of the intelligent and

enterprising class of citizens who would give life

to any community in which they might settle. He
was born in Clarion County, Pa., on the 25th of

May, 1826, to the union of John and Mary (Moore)

Moore, natives of Ireland and Centre County, Pa.,

respectively. They were the parents of twelve chil-

dren, four of whom arc living at the present time.

The parents both died in this State, the father when

sixt3'-two years of age, and the mother at the age of

seventy-one. Both were worthy people and higidy

esteemed in the community in which they lived.

The paternal grandfather came from Ireland to

America at an early date, and met with some excit-

ing adventures in crossing the Atlantic. The cap-

tain of the vessel in whicli lie took passage became

drunk, the vessel was wrecked, and of the three

hundred passengers who started, only about twent}--

flve were saved. The grandfather of our suliject

succeeded in reaching land, and was finally res-

cued and landed in Philadelphia, where he passed

the remainder of his days, dying at the age of

sixty-two. He lost all his belongings and was

obliged to commence at the beginning again.

The subject of this sketch remained under the

parental roof, working for himself and his father,

until October 25, 1855, when he was united in mar-

riage to Miss Margaret Gordon, a native of Clear-

field County, Pa., born May 21, 1832. She is the

daughter of Patrick and Elizabeth (Cook) Gordon,

the fatlier a native of Scotland, and the mother

of Centre County, Pa. Mr. Gordon came to this

country when a young man, and here married.

His death occurred in Illinois, when fifty years of

age. His widow was married the second time, her

husband being John Fleming, and by this union

became the mother of one child. She received

her final summons in Oregon, her death occurring

when eighty-eight years of age. Mrs. Moore's

grandmother, Margaret Cook, died in Illinois, and

was a very old lady at the time of her demise.

Her husband was in the Revolutionarj- War, and

was a brave and gallant soldier. The Gordons and

Cooks were for the most part agriculturists by oc-

cupation, there being but few exceptions. Mrs.

Moore has four brothers and sisters living, and one

brother, William Gordon, has been identified with

the interests of Winnebago Counly, 111., for many
years, and has a street in Rockford named after

him. Both Mr. and Mrs. Moore had brothers in

the late unpleasantness between the North and

South.

To our subject and wife have been born six chil-

dren, five sons and one daughter: John A. is in

Iowa eng.aged in farming; he married Miss Minnie
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Nornifin, ami they liavc live daughters. William

A., ^yhu is in SiiriiiL;- Towiishii). this county, mar-

ried Miss Mina AVilcox, and has four daughters.

George G., in this townsliip, married JMiss Ida Wil-

cox. .Tames T., wlio resides in South Dakota, mar-

ried Miss Jennie Stanton; they have fine eliihl, a

son. Lizzie married Frank Tanner, a contractor

and builder of llelvideie; and Clarence K. mairied

Miss Pliilrt> Case, and resides in Belvidere.

Mr. Moore came to Boone County, 111., in IH.'it,

and for some time rented land. ]'>y industry and

good management, he accumulated enough means

to invest in land, .'ind bought eighty .acres, paying

$1,400 for it. lie erected a small but comfortable

and convenient house, also a small barn, an<l thus

eiiui|i|ied he began to gather around him many of

tlie comforts and conveniencies of life. He sub.sc-

quently purchased fifty acres more, p.aying $15 per

acre for this, and it is now valued at $6.5 per acre

at least. ]\Ir. Moore was formerly a Republican

in his political views, .anil cast his first Presidential

vote for Col. John C. Fremont. He is now a Pro-

hibitionist, and an active worker in tlm cause of

temperance, lie is a memlierof the Payitist Church,

while Mrs. IMoore leans toward the Methodist F]pis-

copal Church.

^W ITGUSTUS NELS( )X, a successful dealer in

(@/4!ll gents' fiu'iiishing goods, hats, caps, etc.,

li' located at No. 320 Fast State Street, is a

man of energy, push and enterprise, and

is thoroughly conversant with every detail of his

business, of wliii'h he has made such a pronounced

success. This enterprise was inaugurated by JMr.

Nelson in 1S77, and at once liounded into popular

favor and confidence, securing a flattering and
steadily increasing patronage from its inception.

He has a large room, 20x80 feet, and the secret of

his success is not far to seek, as he handles none
but strictly first-class and reliable goods, and gives

prompt and polite attention to .all customers.

Like many of the representative business men
of Rockford, Mr. Nelson is a Swede, his birth oc-

curring on the 13th of October, 1834, and he was

the lirst of his relatives to come to America. After

reaching this country, he resided for a short time

in Indiana and Michigan, thence he went to Chi-

cago, where he was eng.aged m different occupa-

tions until lS(n,when he made his first appearance

in Rockford. Here he has since made his home.

He was engaged as a carriage-maker for some time,

but in 1H70, he embarked in the merchant tailoring

trade with Messrs. Erlander it Johnson, with which

linn he (ontinued for seven years. He then with-

drew and established business on his own account.

Shortly after coming here, he enlisted .as a me-

chanic in the Rebellion, and was in service seven

months.

Mr. Nelson is in every respect a self-made man,

and worked hard to lay the foundation to his sub-

.sequent prosperous career. He learned his trade

in Piatavia, Kane County, 111., although when he

first came to this country, in June, 1854, he resuled

in Chicago for some time. He has since been joined

by two brothers, Lars P. and Carl J., the latter now
deceased, dying at Garfield, Kan., from injuries re-

ceived by his team running away. Ho was a farmer.

Lars P. is also a farmer, and was married at Ho-

bart, Ind.

The jiarcnts of these children died in their na-

tive country, Sweden, where the father, Nels P.

Olson, followed agricultural [)ursuits. Both were

quite aged, and both were members of the State

Church.

Augustus Nelson was married in Geneva, 111.,

to Miss Christina M. Peterson, who was born in

Sweden, and who came to America with her fa-

ther. The mother died while crossing the ocean,

and was buried in the deep. The father, Carl Pe-

terson, and only child, came to Geneva, III., and,

later, the father found a home under the roof of

his daughter, Mrs. Nelson, remaining with her until

his death, in 1888, when seventy-nine years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are the parents of four

living children: Alice M. at home; Ada T., wife of

Fred W. Blake, of Minneapolis, Minn.; Delia E.

at home; and Carl A., a book-keeper in the Rock-

ford National Bank. Mr. Nelson is a member of

the Masonic fraternity, and, in politics, is a Repub-

lican. INIr. and Mrs. Nelson are members of the
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Emanuel Lutheran Church, and lie has been Trustee

in the same for some time. They Iiave a good

liome at No. 203 North Tliird Street, Rockford.

6 ^-S]^<T>^&^ 0)

y^SCAR B. IIARDINCt. The dealing in gro-

(( I
c*^^"'*^*' flour and provisions is an industry

Ai^ tiiat occupies the attention of no inconsid-

erable portion of our mercantile community, and

employs a capital aggregating a very large amount.

A leading house in that line is that conducted by

Oscar B. Harding, located at No. 305 East State

Street, where he has been in business for the last

five years. The store is very tastefully fitted up,

admiral)ly arranged and well stocked witli a fine

line of staple.iind fancy groceries, teas of the finest

brands, canned goods iu great variety, tabic deli-

cacies of every description, etc. The store is now
conducted under the title of the Great Western

Tea Compaii}-.

A native of Sweden, born .January 8, 1851,

young Harding was but fifteen years of age when
he came with his parents, .John and Anna C. Har-

ding, to American soil. He first came to Rockford

and there finished his growth, after which he went

to Omaha, Neb., where he was in the grocery busi-

ness for five years. Returning subsequently to

Rockford, he embarked in his present enterprise

and conducted the business with so much vigor

and push, and accorded his patrons such j^rompt

and courteous service, that he soon became a leader

in his line. He is also interested in other enter-

prises, and is classed among the substantial men
of the city. Mr. Harding is a Director in the

Skandia Plow Company, Rockford Baking Com-
pany, of which he is also a promoter, a large

stockholder in the Union Furniture Company,
Folding Bed Company, Mantel Company, Royal
Sewing Machine Company, Rockford Manufactur-
ing Company, Third National Bank, of Rockford,
and is also a member of Peterson Land Com-
pany, and North Chicago Land Syndicate. I5y

iiis energy and economy he is now wortli from
*40,000 to $50,000.

The father of jNIr. Harding followed the occu-

pation of a farmer, and made his home in Rock-

ford until his death, in 1.S72, when fifty years of

age. He was a hard-working, industrious citizen,

and a member of the Lutheran Church, in wliich

his wife, who is now living and sixty-nine j-ears

of age, also iiolds membership. Their family con-

sisted of four sons and two daughters. One daugh-

ter, Mrs. Selma NeLson, is now deceased; Albert, a

molder in tlie Rockford Manufacturing Company,
married Miss Carrie Thurston; Claus, now a ))aint('r

with tlie Rockford Manuf-acturing Company, wed-

ded Miss Ida I-Ckeberg; Oscar B., our subject; M.a-

tilda, wife of John Ikimberg, a farmer near Stone

Lake, Iowa; and Theodore, a molder by trade,

married Miss Nettie Blunt.

Our subject has never married. Mr. llai'ding

and liis Inothers are Republicans in politics, and

all the members of the family linhl moniliersliip in

the First Lutheran Church.

ElIGENE C. HANCE. The ordinary, every-

daj- life, with its duties and cares, affords a

' splendid opportunity for .acquiring prac-

tical experience, .and its most common and oft-

traveled highroads give to the earnest worker

available openings toward success. Tlie honored

l)Osition occupied by Mr. Hance in business and

social circles is not the result of accidental fortune

or what is usually termed "luck," but has been .se-

cured by a life of industiy, in whieli he h.as ever

displa3'ed toward others the spirit of the Golden

Rule. Now in the prime of a stalwart manhood,

he is in the possession of a competency, and, what

is l)etter, has gained the confidence of his fellow-

men.

For an account of the parentage and descent

of INIr. Hance, the reader is referred to the sketch

of his brother Ogden, which appears in .another

portion of this volume. In Pecatonica Townsliip,

Winnebago Count3% where he was born .June 0.

18-19, Eugene C. Hance grew to manhood amid

such surroundings as prev.ailed here during the

middle of this century. His home was with his

parents until he was married, March 22, 1875, to

Miss Maiy A. Morrison, a native of Canada, and

the daughter of Moses and Lu<unda Morrison.
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Mr. .and IMrs. Il.ance avc the parents of two chil-

dren: Gertrude A. and Susie E.. acconi|ilished

j^oung ladies, wlio are at liome.

For one year aftci' his mai'riane, l\Ir. Ilanee I'e-

sided in tlie viliauc of Peeatcmiea, and llien re-

moved to a farm wliicli was oriiiinally a part of

the land entered liy Ins father. Here he purchased

three hundred and five arres, wliich are devoted

to !>eneral farminii and stock-raising. Fur sev-

eral 3'ears. lie i-eside<l on that place, wliich he

brought to a liigh culli-\-ati(in and emliellislicd

with substantial Iniihlmns. In .lanuarv, IS',12, lie

rented the farm and [uirchased a residence in

Tecatonica. wliere lie has cstalilished a conifort-

.ilih' and attractive liome.

In his political belief, iMr. Ilance is a Democrat,

and, although he is by no means a partisan in

public affairs, he pays consideralilo attention to

the prominent questions of the .age, and is careful

to deiiosit his ballot in favor of what he deems

right and true. Soeially. he is a member of tlie

Modern Woodmen of America and the Farmers'

Alliance, and is inlluential in botli organizations.

Mrs. Hance was born in the town of Waterloo, Can-

ada, November 17. l.S,')l. anil is one of eight chil-

dren, tlve sons and three daughters. She is a

sincere C'liristian, and a lady whose generous dis-

position and hospitality are widely known.

IIARLES H. MEEL?:X. one of the inllu-

ential citizens of the village of Winne-

bago, lives just outside the corporation, on

a beautiful tract of eighty acres of Land, which is

cultivated in the most intelligent and thorough

manner. Morn in Skaneateles, Onondaga* County,

N. Y., December 11, 1829, he is the son of Erastus

Mellen, whose birth occurred in Franklin County,

Mass., October 12. ISOO. Ili.^ father. .Jeremiah

Mellen, was also a native of the Piay State, and of

Scotch ancestry.

There is a tradition t.hat two sf>ns of the ]\Iellen

family accompanied their ixarents to America,

where the^- were among the first settlers of Massa-

chusetts. There they .secured a tract of timber

land and commenced to clear the property. One

son was killed by the falling of a tree, so the other

was the ancestor of all the Mellens in the United

States. The grandfather of our subject removed

from Massachusetts to New York State, where he

was a jiioiieer in the town of Skaneateles. Pur-

chasing a tract of partially cleared land, he re-

sided upon it for a number fif years, and died

Octolicr 1;'). 182G, in IMottville. The maiden name
of his wife was Nancy Lindsey, who was born

.Alarch 4, 1771, and died M.ay 4, 1841.

Erastus Mellen was twenty years of age when

his parents removed to the F^mpire State, where he

met and married Sarah Mandevill, a native of

Canterbury, that State. Her father, Jacob Mande-

vill, was born in New York, on the 22d of April,

17.")2, and was of Huguenot ancestry. He was a

patriot of the War of the Revolution, being Com-
missary under (4en. Putnam. His last years were

spent in Sennctt, t'ayuga County, where his death

occurred .lanuarv 10, 1839. He had married

Sarah, the <laughter of .Teremiah Clark, who was

born at Cornwall, N. Y., March 5, 1774, and died

in Sennctt.

The father of our subject lived for a time on a

farm in the town of Skaneateles, thence removed

to Sennett, Cayuga County, and after a stay of

two years tliere went to Tompkins Count}', where

he purchased a tract of partially improved tim-

ber land. In 1834, he located on the Mandevill

Homestead in Sennett, which he sold in 1853, and

became the owner of a f.arm near Auburn, where

he lived eight or nine years, then, also disposing

of that tract, purchased a smaller farm near Pal-

myra, N. Y. Residing upon that estate until 1875,

he came to Winneliago County, and made his

home with his children until his decease, June 1,

1890; his wife had died September 30, 1876.

The six children reared by the parents of our

subject were as follows: .Jeremi.ah Clark, Ch.arles

H.. Eliza, Judson, William and Albert. William

.served as a soldier in Company C, Seventy-fourth

Illinois Infantiy, during the War of the Rebel-

lion, and fell mortally wounded before Kennesaw
Mountain in 1864. His remains now lie buried

in the National Cemetery at Chattanooga. Charles

H. Mellen, of this sketch, was given a good edu-
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cation, and. when' old enough to do so, .assisted

his fatlier in canying on tiie home, residing under

the parental roof until 1854, at which time he

came to Illinois. Four j-ears later he purchased a

tract of land in Ogle County-, which he farmed

until 1876, .and then, disposing of it. w.as engaged

in the drug business at Winnebago until going

West to Nebr.aska a few years later. In the West-

ern country, our subject purchased six hundred

and forty acres of land in Fairmont, Fillmore

County, to the cultivation of which ho gave his

attention for one year and then rented it to ten-

ants. He is still the owner of that tract, and in

1880 purchased the property spoken of in our

opening par.agraph.

September .5, 1858, Mr. Mellen was united in

marriage to Annis St. John, whose l)irth occurred

in Wecdsport, Cayuga Count}', N. Y. To them

have been born three children: Elmer, Pilida and

Clarence. Mrs. Mellen is a member of the Con-

greg.ational Church, in Ogle County, and, in poli-

tics, our subject is an out and out Republican. lie

has managed his affairs shrewdly and well, and

m.ay well be pleased with what he has accom-

plished by his own hands and steady persevering

toil. He and his wife are greatly esteemed in the

neighliorhood, and cordially supiiort all enter-

prises calculated to aid the social, moral and finan-

cial progress of their comniunilj'.

I/_^ ON. THOMAS B. TALCOTT. who is un-

If )/^ doubtedly the oldest living settler of Win-

c^^ nebago County, was born in Hebron, Conn.,

^ April 17, 1806, the son of Williatn .and

Dorothy (Blish) Talcott. When a child of five

}'ears, he accompanied his parents in their removal

to Rome, Oneida County, N. Y., where the father

settled upon an unimproved tract of land in the

midst of a sparse!}' settled country. Amid such

pioneer scenes, the lad grew to a rugged aftd stal-

wart manhood, well fitted to liear his part in the

battle of life.

In 1830, our subject was elected M.ajor of the

One Hundred and Fifty-seventh New York Mili-

tia. ( )ue year later, he went to Horseheads, Che-

mung County, the same State, and engaged in tin-

mercantile business in partnersliip with his bioth-

ers. Wait and Sylvester. AVith his father, he came

West in 1835, driving all the distance frfun Rome,

Oneida County, N. Y., witli a horse and liuggy,

and arriving on the east liank of the IJock River,

near tiic present site of Rockton, on Saturd.ay, .luly

2.3. The only white man then in the vicinity was

Stephen Mack, .an Indian trader, wlio many years

before had come from Boston in the employ of a

fur company. At that early date there were n<it

more tlian six families in the entire territory now
citil)raced in lioone and Winneliago Counties.

Shortly after coming hither, the father of our

subject returned to his home in Rome, N. Y., but

in October, 1835, he was joined by his brother

Henry, and, aided by him, he commenced to pre-

pare the unfilled soil of the prairie for their farms.

It required arduous labor and great energy to

bring the land to a state of cultivation, and none

but a man of heroic nature would have braved the

hardships attendant upon pioneer life. Maj.

T.alcott became closely identified with the pulilic

affairs of the community, and was elected a mem-

ber of the first Board of County Commissioners.

In connection with William E. Dunbar and Simon

P. Doty, he organized the County of Winnebago,

which then included all of Boone and half of

Stephenson Count}-.

In 1849, a still greater honor was conferred upon

Mr. T.alcott, by his election to the State .Senate,

and he was the first Whig candidate elected to that

body from this Senatorial District. During his

term in the Senate, the Illinois Central Railroad

was chartered, with the condition of p.aying the

State seven per cent, of its gross earnings. He was

greatly interested in the Civil War, served as As-

sistant Revenue Assessor through the four years of

the conflict, and gave his best efforts to aid in the

preservation of the Union. In 1870, he took the

census of the northern part of the county. He

h.as also held various township ottices in Rockton.

His portrait, on an accompanying ixage, perpet-

uates the lineaments of one of the best-known cit-

izens of Winnebago Count}-.

June 5, 1843, the marriage of Mr. Talcott to

Miss Sophia H Willard was solemnized in Kockton.
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Mrs. Talcott was Imi-n in Voriion, Oneida County,

N. Y., November II, IS'i-l, Uie daughter of Asa

and Lucy ("Whiting) Willard. She is a descendant

of Rev. Samuel Whiting, D. D., and Elizabeth

St. ,]ohn, his wife, who came to America in 163G,

and Ihrougli them her genealogy is traced back to

William the C'oiii|uer(ir in two distinct lines. She

has been the cheerful and t'llicieiit hel|imate of

her husband, and oceupies a warm [ilace in the

affection of her ac(|uaintances.

-^

IIILANDER COPELAND, M. D., is f.amd-

iar to most of the residents of Winne-

bago as one having his full share of busi-

ness and wIki has attained to a good

position in the medical fraternity of the count}".

He has a fine ollice, thoroughly equipped with

everything pertaining to the profession, while his

prompt attention to the calls m.ade upon him and

his conscientious methods of practice have fully

established him in the esteem and confidence of the

people.

Our sul)ject was born in Bridgewater, Mass.,

March (1, IHII, and is a son of Alfred Copeland,

also a native of that place as was his father, Daniel.

.Touathan Copeland, the great-gr.and father of our

sultject, was also born in the above-named town
and State, and his father, the great-great-grandfa-

ther of the Doctor, William Copeland, was born in

Braintree, jM.ass., and his father, Lawrence Coi)eland,

was one of the passengers who came over in the

"M.ayfiower" in 1620. The latter-named gentle-

man settled in Braintree, Ma.ss., was married to

Lydia Townsend and died in lOOO, aged one hun-
dred and ten years.

The great-great-grandfather of our suliject mar-

ried Mary, daughter of .Tt>hn Alden, the Pilgrim,

.and died in 1716, m his sixtieth year. .Jonathan

Copeland was a farmer, and spent his entire life in

Bridgew.ater, Mass., dying in 1790 in his ninetieth

year; he had married Miss lietsey, daughter of

Thom.as Snell. Daniel Copeland, the grandfather of

our sultject, was married to Susan, daughter of

Joseph Ames. He was a farmer by occu))ation

and with this lie combined the trade of a car-

penter. His farm is now ovvned and occupied by

a grandson, he dying in 1827, at the age of eighty-

six years; his good wife died when ninety years of

age in 1834.

Alfred Copeland was reared a farmer, and when

starting out in life for himself engaged in the mer-

cantile business, residing in Bridgewater and Taun-

ton until 1840, when he emigrated to Illinois and

spent his last 3'ears in Byron Township, Ogle

County. His decease occurred in 1871, when

sevent3'-five years of age. The maiden name of

the mother of our subject was May Williams, a na-

tive of Taunton, Mass., and the daughter of

Nathaniel and Lncildia (Hodges) Williams; she de-

parted this life in 1860, when seventy-eight years

of age.

The parental family included ten children, all of

whom were well educated. Our subject was reared

in Taunton and early in life turned his attention

to the study of medicine, reading with Dr. B.a3des,

of Taunton and afterward commenced practice at

Fishkill, N. Y. After remaining there a short time,

he went to Poullnej^ and after a sta^' of seven

years in this cit}-, came West to Michigan and was

graduated from the Detroit Medical College. In

18.53, he came to Winnebago Count}', and has been

a resident of the village since 1866.

The lady to whom our subject was united in

marriage in 1836 bore the name of Louisa Watkins

and to them were born ten children, eight of whom
are now living: Philander W., Louisa, Elizabeth,

Frances, Rosephia, Nettie, Jessie and Edward L.

Joseph, the first-born, served during the late war

in the Forty-fifth Illinois Infantrj' for a period of

two years, and at the end of that time was trans-

ferred to the First Tennessee Artillery and received

the commission of First Lieutenant. He also

served as Adjutant on the staff of Gen. Kepner at

Ft. Pickering. He departed this life in 1881.

Philander W. was also a soldier, enlisting Septem-

ber 17, 1861, in the Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry,

and served in his regiment as principal musician

until July, 186,5.

Mrs. Copeland was born in tlie town of Spauld-

ing, Dutchess Count}', N. Y., in Maj-, 1816. Her

father, Joseph Watkins, was a native of New Jer-

sey, and was a tailor I)}- trade, which he folkiwed
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the greater part of liis life together with farming.

His place of business was in the town of Matteawan,

near Fishkill, and he departed this life at the home

of his son in Prattsburg. Steuben County, N. Y.

His wife was known in her maidenhood .as Abigail

Watts. She was also a native of Dutchess Count}'

and died in Prattsburg. Her father was a soldier

in the Revolutionary' War and his demise occurred

on the farm in Dutchess County. Mrs. "Watkins

was a decend.ant of Dr. Watts, tlie celebr.ated author

of some of our poinilar hymns. The Doctor and

his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and, in jiolitics, he casts his vote in favor

of Republican candidates.

"jSS^ P. KELSON, who h.as been Secretary, Treas-

jl jjj
urer and manager of the Skandia Boot and

iJsM Shoe Company since the 1st of July, 1890,

claims Sweden as the land of his nativity. He was

born on the 27th of .January, 18,55, and when quite

young lost his parents. Thus at an early age he

was thrown upon his own resources, and his suc-

cess in life has all been due to his own efforts.

One brother, Louis, resides in Rockford, as do two

of his sisters, Tilla and Sophia. The latter is the

wife of Frank Coburg, of this city.

Our subject was the first of the family to emi-

grate to America. He took passage on a vessel

which left Liverpool. During the vojage, they en-

countered very severe weather, and at length the

ship struck on the rocks of Newfoundland. Thir-

teen minutes later it sank with five hundred and

eighty on board. Only two hundred and thirteen

of the passengers were saved, and most of these

were j'oung men who were better able to withstand

the cold and exposure. The accident occurred at

three o'clock in the morning, and it was not until

six that they were rescued. As it was night time

when the vessel sank, the passengers were in their

night clothes, and thus attired, our subject hung
on the rigging for three hours, beaten by the cold

and merciless waves. At length, he with the oth-

ers was landed on the bleak rocks and taken to

Halifax, hut thej' did not receive very humane
treatment at that place. The few survivors finally

reached Boston, which seemed to tliem a blessed

haven after all Ihey liad undergone. Here tlicy

were treated in the kindest manner, fed an<l

clothed, and societies in New York City sent them

on to Chicago. The generous people of the latter

place gave them money and other aid, and in that

city Ml'. Nelson got his start in life. He lias never

yet fully recovered from the exposure and hard-

ships of that awful experience. He spent a year

in Chicago, and then came to Rockford, where he

has since resided.

Mr. Nelson was married in this city, to Abertcna

.Johnson, who was born in Rockford, Octolier 23,

18.59. Her father, Andrew Johnson, who died some

years ago, was a soldier of the late war, having

served in Corap.any Jv, Seventy-fourth Illinois In-

fantry. He partici[)ated in many eng.agemcnl.s,

and was wounded at Mission Ridge. He died in

this city at the age of fifty-three. His wife is still

living at the age of sixty-eight years. Cnto Mr.

and Mrs. Nelson have been born two children:

George L. and Elsie M. The parents are Ixith

memliers of the Swedish Lutheran Church, and in

politics, he is a Republican.

Mr. Nelson has led a busy and useful life, and

by his own efforts has worked his way upward. He
has become thoroughl}- acquainted with the boot

business, and is now the efficient manager of the

Skandia Boot and Shoe Company, which w.as or-

ganized in 1880. Its prosperity is largely due to

his labors, for he has worked untiringly in its

behalf.

-,,|l

UGUST HOLMIN. In the complexities

@y/JH of city life the business of merchant tailor-

ing may be regarded as one of greatest

importance in furnishing those evidences

of refinement and taste that are represented in

fashionable and well-fitting garments. Few estab-

lishments in mercantile life attract more general at-

tention in these days of tasteful attire than those de-

voted to the manufacture and sale of gentlemen's

garments, for at no period during its entire history

has the tailor's art been so highly appreciated or
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iH'ttcr uiiilcr.st(MMl thiiii :it tlie presfiit day. Among
lliu most ])oi)uhir anil prdsiifrous houses devoted

to this imp'iitunt luaiich of industi\y in Rockford,

and well wortliy of more tlian passing notice, is

the concern of Marsalcs it Hiihnin, located at No.

1 1 1 .Sontli IMain Street. This firm has been at this

nnmber since tlie spring (if ISltl, wlien they became

sole proprietoi's of tlie Merchant Tailor Stock

Company, of which Mr. Marsalcs and Mr. Holmin

were members, the same being in existence for fif-

teen years. Tlicy carryall the latest and most fash-

ionable styles and do lirst-class work.

Mr. Holmin. who ]ia.-liecn a I'esident of Rockford

since 18G1I, began here as a tailor and, with the ex-

ception of about eighteen months, has been a resi-

dent of the city ever since. He became one of the

promoters and organizers of the Merchant Tailor

Stock Company, was President and Treasurer for

manj' j-ears, and a Director of the company from

its organization. Experienced and progressive, lie

is well and favorably known all over the city.

A native of Wester Gothland, Sweden, our sub-

ject's natal day was the 8th of January, 1840. As

he grew to manhood, he received a common-school

education and learned the tailor's trade in Sweden,

and has followed this trade ever since lie came to

America in 1S69. He was the first of his kins-

men to come to this country, but one year later his

parents and other memliors of his faniih- joined

him. His parents, John and Bertha S. (Larson)

Holmin. now reside on South Sixth Street, and al-

though both are over seventy years of age, thev

are comparatively free from the ills and pains usual

to their years. They are excellent citizens and
have been members of the Swedish Methodist

Epi.scopal Church for years. The father has been

a tailor all his life. In jiolitics, he has affiliated

with the Republican party since coming to this

country. He has another son, Frank, who is a

resident of Rockford, and a tailor by trade, work-

ing for the linn of winch our subject is a member.
Frank married Miss Anna Liud, a Swedish ladv.

and they now reside on South Sixth Street. A
sister of our sul)ject, Tilda, inanied S. Rybbuin.

He of whom we write was married in Rockford
to Miss Tilda Johnson, a native of that city, where
she w.as reared and educated. Their union h.as

im

resulted in the birth of three children: Oscar S.,

educated in the city schools; Esther A., and Joseph

Rudolph. Mrs. Holmin 's father, August Johnson,

was a native of Sweden, but died many years ago

in Rockford, where he was one of the early Swed-

ish settlers. The mother is still living .and finds a

comfortable home with her daughter, Mrs. Holmin.

She is now sventy years of ago and a worth)' and

consistent memlier of the JjUtheran Church.

In his political views, j\lr. Holmin, like his fa-

ther, leans to the I\ei)ublic;in party .and gives that

the weight of his inlluence .and vote. He has a

pleasant residence at No. 407 South Second Street,

and is one of the prosperous and much-esteemed

citizens.

-=^^>-^^<m
^AiNIES WHITTLE. This gentleman, who

li.as licen actively engaged in agriculture for

a number of years in Caledonia Township,

Boone C'ounty, is now living retired in the

village of Poplar Grove. He was born in Mercer,

F'.ssex County, Ontario, Canada. April 16, 1823.

His father. Thomas Whittle, was also born in Can-

ada, while his father. John Whittle, it is thought,

had his birth in L'cland and was of Scotch ances-

try. The hitter-named gentleman came to Amer-

ica when a young man. and spent the remainder of

his life in Canada.

Thomas Whittle came to the New World when a

young man, and was married in Quebec, soon after

which he went to Ontario and became a pioneer in

Essex County. He purch.ased timber Land and

Iniilt a lou house, in which our subject w.as born.

Ills death occurred on that i)lace in about 1855.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Betsey Levi, the daughter of Thoin.as and Betsey

Levi. She was Iku-u in (Quebec, Canada, and died

on the home farm in IMercer. in 1837.

The parental family included thirteen children,

of whom our subject was the ninth in order of

birth. He remaiiu'd in Mercer until 1843, then,

111 company with his lirother Charles, came to

Illinois, making the entire journey overland with

teams. The trip consumed thirteen days, and on

arriving in Winnebago Couiit\'. our subject found
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Rockford to be little more than a village. He im-

mediately commenced working out on farms in tlie

vicinity, and a few years later was enabled to i)ur-

chase a tract of partly improved land near Cale-

donia Village, this county, where ho made his

home for seven years. Then selling out, Mr.

Wiiittle removed to Guilford Tovvnship, Winne-

b.ago County, where he cultivated the soil for six

years, and then removed to near Somonauk, De Kalb

County, and four years later purcliased proiierty

southeast of Rockford. That was his abiding place

for two years, when he sold his farm and returned

to Caledonia and purchased the Early homestead,

upon which he resided for twelve 3ears. He is

now living retired in Poplar Grove, full}- enjoying

the ease and comfort which his life of industry so

well deserves.

In June, 1851, Miss Josephine, daughter of John

and Julia Earlj', became tlie wife of our subject.

She was born in Gosslield, Canada, and departed

this life in March, 1887. The lady whom our sub-

ject chose as his second wife, in 1889, was Miss

Minta Webster. She wis born in this county, and

is the daughter of Willet S. and Mary (Wheeler)

AVebster. Our subject reared a family' of four chil-

dren, only one of whom is living, E. J., who
married Alice Ilillj'er, and has two children, Cura

and Fied. Phiietus, the second son, died when

twenty-six years oT age. Cora departed this life

at the age of tifteen years, and Fred whe i an

infant of nine months. Our subject is a Republic n

in politics and is well respected in lii-: community.

"iflOHN WO(JDRUFF. There is probably no

family in Boone County better known for

intelligence and character, or more uni-

versally respected than that which is repre-

sented by the name just given. Our subject was

born in Middlebury, New Haven County, Conn.,

July 9, 1813, the son of Philo and Lucy (Tuttle)

Woodruff, natives also of the Nutmeg State, born

in the town of Waterbury. Philo Woodruff's

parents, Jonah and ISIabel AVoodruff, were born in

New England and died in Connecticut when very

old.

Like most of his ancestors, Philo Woodruff was

a prosperous farmer and followed that occupation in

his native State for many years. He suljsenuenlly

moved to Broome County, N. Y., and there he

and his esteemed wife received their final summons,

the father dying at tlie age of eighty-seven, and

the mother at the age of seventy-three years. ( )f

the eleven children who blessed this union, all

grew to mature years and three are yet living. Tlie

eldest child was a carpenter, the next a fanner, the

third (our subject), a taik)r, the next two (twins)

became tinners, and the youngest son liecainc the

editor of a paper at Johnstown, Pa. He was living

there at the time of the great flood, but esca|)ed

without injury. He still edits a paper, the Deiiiiirr<it,

at that place. The father of these children hired a

substitute for the War of 1812.

The original of this notice remained at home

until fourteen years of age, and then learned the

trade of a tailor, which he followed in Broome

County, N. Y., until 18111. In the fall of that

3-ear, he decided to push further West, and reaching

Illinois, settled on his present property. He \)\w-

chased one hundred and sixty acres, erected a

small house and tlicre resided, engaged in tilling

the soil, until 18G0, when he bouglit his present

town property. He was married on the 21th of

April, 1831, to Miss Lucinda M. Dimick, who

was born in Livingston County, N. Y., December

29, 1816. Her parents, Nathan C. and Temperance

(Russell) Dimick, were natives of the Excelsior

State, but her father spent the closing scenes of his

life m Madison, Wis., dying at the age of sixty-

five. The mother passed away when eighty-seven

years of age, in AVyoming, N. Y. Tliey were the

parents of two children, but only Mrs. AVoodruff

is now living.

The maternal grandparents of Mrs. AVoodruft'

were Riverius and Charity (Hotchkiss) Russell,

natives of England and America, respectively.

AVhen Riverius Russell came to this counti-y dur-

ing the Revolutionary AYar, he forsook the ling-

lish vessel and joined the Colonists in their strug-

gle for independence, fighting all through the war,

and afterward receiving a pension for liis services.

He had a brother who also fought bravely for the

Colonists. He and his wife passed their last days in
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New York. The rci)reseiit<atives of the DiinickaiKl

Russell families were oriiiinnlly for the most part

farmers and iiieeh;iiiies. luit in .subsequent genera-

tions there wuiv many prnffssional men. The Dim-

icks were of Welsii deseent and settled in Ver-

mont.

The family of our sulijeet consisted of eleven

children, four of wliom are living at the present

time: Uussell 1).. born in Broome County, N. Y.,

on the 11th of .huiuary, 1.S13, married ]\Iiss Laura

Ball and is the father of two children, a son and

daughter. During the Civil AV^ar, he enlisted in

the Fifteentli Illinois Infantry and served all

through the war. For seven months he was in

Andersonville Trison, and only those who were in

that horrible place can understand what he suffered

during that time. A wonderful constitution alone

brought him through. He is now residing in Rock

Springs, AV^'o., and is a painter and decorator. He

is prominent in (4rand Army circles aud is Com-

mander of the post at Rock Springs, and (.Quarter-

master of the State troops of Wyoming.

Our subject's second child, John D., was also horn

in Broome County, N. Y., December 20, l.st7, and

took for his wife Miss Josei)hine Doty, who lj(.)re

him three sons. He is now residing in Lander,

Wyo.,and is engaged in raising sheep, of which he

owns between thirty and forty thousand head.

He was one of the first State Senators elected in

Wyoming, and there was consideralile talk of run-

ning him for Govi'rnor of llie Slate, of which he is

one of the most pn.niiinenl men.

The third child l.)orn to our subject, Edward D.,

M. 1)., is a resident of Salt Lake, but has retired

from i)rofessii.iiial life on account of being over-

worked. He married I\li,ss Minnie M. Roberts and is

the father of a little daughter. Our subject's other

child, Mary K., was born in this county, on the 20th

of December, ll^ri2, and bccanic [\w wife of Payson

E. Lamb, a farmer of biwa, ;ind lliey have four

children, three daughters .iiid a son. The sulijeet

of this sketch has one grandchild married, a daugh-

ter of Russell D. All these children are well edu-

cated and are intelligent and excellent people.

John Woodruff and his wife are regular attend-

ants at the ]\Ietliodist K|iiscop!il Cliurch when .able,

and their children arc nearly all members of the

same. He was formerly an old-line Whig in pol-

itics, and his first Presidential vote was ca.st in

1836. Later, he voted for Fremont, and since then

has affiliated with the Republican jiarty. He has

been Justice of the Peace for twenty years aud has

held nearly every local office in the township.

On another page appears a portrait of Mr.

Woodruff.

WILLET S. WEBSTER. The business men

of Poplar Grove are a class of whom the

^ ^ city may well fet'l [iroud, as they have

added greatly to her financial strength and also

to her reputation among the cities of Northern

Illinois. Our subject, who is deceased, was a man

of genuine and widespread popularity, was self-

made and a worthy representative of the business

community.

The original of this sketch was born in East

Hamburg, Erie County, N. Y., March 7, ISlit, and

w.as the son of William Webster who, like his fa-

ther, Joseph, was born in New Jersey. The latter-

named gentleman on removing to the P^mpire

State, purchased a tract of land in the town of

East Hamburg, where he made his home until his

decease. William Webster remained on a farm in

his native State until removing to New York

when a young man aud was one of the pioneers of

East Hamburg. He also purchased a tract of tim-

Ijer laud, 14)011 which he built a sawmill, and was

engaged in its operation with his farming pur-

suits. Alx)Ut 1850, he came West to Boone

C'ouuty and died in Poplar Grove.

Miss Catherine Willet, the maiden name of our

subject's mother, was born in New Jersey and died

ill Poplar Grove. He of whom we write was edu-

cated 111 East Hamburg, and when sixteen years

of age commenced clerking in a store in Buffalo,

where he was emplojed for five years. He was

then engaged in the mercantile business in his

native place until 1845, when he sold out and

came to Illinois. They came from Buffalo by way

of the Lakes lo Chicago, and by team to Poplar

(irove, and purchased three hundred and twenty
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acres of land in this county. He farmed for about

fifteen years, at the expiration of wliieh time he

removed to the village of Poplar Grove, and

launched out in the lumber and grain business,

from which he retired with a handsome compe-

tence, and lived retired until his death in 1885.

September 20, 1842, Mr. AVebster was married,

iu East Hamburg, N. Y., to Mary J., daughter of

Thomas Wheeler, who is a native of Massachu-

setts. She was born iu East Hamburg, February

16, 1824, and b^' her union with our subject has

become the mother of the following children: Kath-

erinc B., Blrs. Harry M. Hudson; Minta, who mar-

ried James Whittle; Julia, the wife of D. C. Cowan;

Elida M., the widow of A. O. Woodard; Albourne

L., who married Edwin Willet; Warren ]M., the

husliand of Edith Clark; Adelbcrt, who married

Eulia Miller; and two children Albourne and War-

ren A. are deceased.

The father of Mrs. Webster, on removing to

New York, located in East Hamburg, where he

followed his trade of a blacksmith until his death,

in 1829. His wife, who was born in Rhode Island,

was known iu her maidenhood as Martha Baxter.

She came to Illinois and died at the home of Mrs.

Webster in Poplar Grove. Our subject was a stanch

Republican.

)ENJAMIN B. HOVEV, of Cherry Valley,

was born January 16, 182o, in Washington

Couuiy, Ohio, and is a son of Harvey C.

and Clarissa (Stanley) Hovey. His father

was born in Vermont, in November, 1793, and was

a son of William Hovey, a native of Rutland, Vt.,

and a fainer, who served through the Revolution-

ary War. He was born in 1748, and died October

20, 1834, at the age of eightj^-six years. His fam-

ily numbered three sons and six daughters, all of

whom grew to mature years and became heads of

families. The mother died January 20, 1853, at

the very advanced age of ninet^^-three years. Her

last days were spent at the home of her son, Harvey

C, in Ohio.

The parents of our subject were married in Fear-

ing, Washington County, Ohio. November, 14,

1822. The lady was a daughter of Thomas and

Mixenda (Dix) Stanle}-, natives of New England,

who emigrated to Ohio in an earlj^ day. Our sub-

ject was the .second child in the parental family, as

follows: William T., B. B.,Luc3% Edmund D.,George

S., Selden C. Mary Ann, Simon, Lucinda. Mixenda,

Angelina, who died at tlie age of three years;

Esther C; Joseph R., who died in infancy, and

Charles C, who was blind from early childlioi.id,

and after being an inmate of the lilind asylum of

Columbus, Oiiio, two years, fell from a third-story

window and died April 6, 18G0, at the age of thir-

teen j'ears. The only brother of our subject yet

living is George S., a resident of Ohio. His sisters

who are living are: Lucy, wife of Jonathan Alden,

of Hollenburg, Washington County, Kau.; Mary

Ann, wife of H. A. .Stiles, of California; Lucinda,

wife of Hiram K3'es, a farmer near Los Angeles,

Cal.; and Mixenda, wife of Melvin True, an archi-

tect and builder of Lower Salem, Ohio.

The subject of this sketch was married on Clirisl-

mas Day, 1850, to Miss Elizabeth Farley, of Lower

Salem, a daughter of James and Ellen (Taylor)

Farle)'. Her mother was a native of England, and

her father of Washington County, Pa. Mr. and

Mrs. Hovey, as children, were reared near each

other. When a young man, he learned the cari>en-

ter's trade, and did business for himself in Ohio

for four years before coming to Illinois in 1856.

In the spring of that year, he settled in Cherry

Valley and bought a house uixin the gi-ounds

where his present residence is now located, lie

built a store soon after locating here, and, fill-

ing it with a stock of hardware, did business

in that line until 1859, when he was burned

out. He then embarked in the grocery and pro-

vision trade, and, during the war, did ;iii iiiunense

business, but after the close of the war he pur-

chased a large stock of merchandise at intlated

prices, which soon depreciaied, and he was forced

to the wall. He did not lake advantage of the

bankrupt act, and has never regretted his course,

for he and his wife braved this adversity and at

length paid off the indebtedness of $12,000. Intiie

spring of 1880, Mr. Hovey liecame an employe in

the land department of the Chicago and North-

western Railroad, and has .since been actively em-
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ployed in that line. During this time, his sales of

the lands lielongiiig to the eoinpany will aggregate

$IUO,()(HI,(J(.10. ()u one occasion ho made a sale of

*10(),<)(M».

Mr. and .Airs. Ilnvey have (ine son and seven

daugliters: Ivluard II., Iiorn Dccenilier 3, IMol;

Mary F.. Minnie F., .loseiiliine L., Esther C, Nellie

II., C'hira S., and Nina, lilanche. They were all

given good educational advantages, and some of

tliem liave received instruction in music. All have

now left the parental roof. ]Mr. and Mrs. Ilovey

also had aiu.)ther son; .James Harvey, who died

July !S, 1«59, at the age of four years. The little

fellow was iiiaying in the hay-hift of his father's

harn, and, with m;itcln> [licked u[) from the fac-

tory close liy, he prolialily set the hay afire, and

was burned lo death.

Mr. Hovey was Justice of the Peace one term,

and was a Notary Public foi aljout twenty years.

His last commission was given him by (iov. Fifer,

and expires in lUli;!. In his early manhood he was

an Abolitionist, and for many years was an ardent

supporter of the Republican [larty, but is now a

stalwtut Prohibitionist. He was reared in the faith

of the Presbyterian Church, but for many \ears he

and his wife have been active members of the

Methodist Church.

m

"^l
OlIN C. STARR, who is engaged in the

manufactiu'c of harness and saddlery in l!el-

videre, is a wide-awake and enterjirising

__ I)usuiess man of this city. His life record

is as follows: He was Ijorn in "Whitehall, Washing-

ton County, N. Y..iMarch Hi, IS.'!'.), and is a son of

Humphrey C. Stair, who wasboi-n in C<.)unty Cavan,

Ireland, Aiiril 10, l«HI. His father, Thomas .Starr,

and the great-grandfather of our subject, Jeremiah

Starr, were both born in the s:ime locality, and fol-

lowed the occupation of fanning. In I.S21, Jere-

miah Starr, aceiunp.Hnicd by his wife and live cliil-

dren, sailed for America, and after a voyage of

thirty-three days landed at (^»ueliec. He located

thirty miles east of M(jntreal, where he puicliascd

land •ind engaged in farming until his death,

which occurred at the .-idvanci'd age of eighty nine

years. He married .Sarah Nesbitt, who was born

iu County Cavan, and was a daughter of Humph-
rey and Catherine (Knight) Nesbitt, natives of Ire-

land, and of English descent. The grandparents

of our subject were Ei)isco(ialians in religious be-

lief.

Humphrey Starr was only fourteen years of age

when he crossed the briny deep, locating with the

family in Canada. The following year, he began

to learn the trade of a harness-maker in Montreal,

serving a five years' apprenticeship, after which he

went to Whiteh.all, N. Y., where he was employed

at his trade for live years. Ho then began busi-

ness for himself in Hartford, Washington County,

N. Y.. liut after two years returned to Whitehall,

and there carried on business until 1855. In the

autumn of that year, he came to Belvidere, and af-

ter a few months went to Forreston, Ogle County,

where he carried on harness-making for four years.

The succeeding year and a half of his life were

passed iu F^reejiort, after which he returned to Bel-

vi<lere, where he still makes his home. He first

married Lucy M. Black, who was born in Vermont,

and was a daughter of Asa Black. Her death oc-

curred in Whitehall in 1846, after which Mr. Starr

wedded Harriet J. Wicker, a native of Rutland

County, Vt., and a daughter of B. P. Wicker.

By the first marriage there were five children,

three sons and two daughters: George, Mary J.,

John, Lucy and Frederick. Four children were

liorn cif the second marriage: Harriet, Lucy, Ame-
lia and Frank, lii |wlitics, he was formerly a Whig,

but has been a Republican since the organization

of that party.

At the age of eleven years. John C. Starr began

working in his father's harness shop and learned

the trade. He remained with him until he had at-

tained his majority, when he came to Belvidere and

commenced business for himself in company with

his brother George H. They continued to engage

in the manufacture of harness and saddlery for four

years, when our subject bought out his brother's

interest, and has since been alone. He has built

u|i an excellent trade and secured a liberal patron-

age as the result of his persistent, industry, good

management and fair dealing.

In his political alliliatioiis, Mr. Starr has always
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been a Republkaii, and has filled several oflices.

He served for four 3oars as Alderman of the First

AVard, four years as Assistant Supervisor, and at

the present time is a member of the City School

Board. Sociall\-, he is a member of Belvidere Camp
No. 52, M. W. A. In business and social ciicles,he

ranks high, and is well deserving of the warm re-

gard in which he is held.

Mrs. Starr bore the maiden name of Angeline E.

Pendleton. She was born in McHenry County,

111., and is a daugliter of Chancey and Eliza Pen-

dleton. Their union was celebrated in November,

1863, and unto them have been three sons and a

daughter: Chancey, Mary E., William and .John

Irvin. The family circle yet remains unbroken.

GEORGE S. CATE. The gentleman whose

, portrait and biograph}^ are here presented

^5_j^ is a prominent citizen of Spring Township,

Boone County. lie is a general farmer and the

owner of a fertile and productive estate, located

on section 3. Born in Salem, Mass., November 2,

1816, he is the son of Samuel and Mary (Stacey)

Gate, natives respectively of New Hampshire and

Massachusetts. The father departed this life in

Ohio when eighty-seven years of age, and the

mother died in Salem, Mass., in her fort3'-lifth year.

Both the paternal and maternal grandfathers of

our subject were patriots in the War of the Rev-

olution, one of them being crippled for life in

that struggle, and in prison for eleven months in

New York City. George S. of this sketch was one

in a family of seven children, of whom he is the

only survivor. He remained at home until fifteen

j'ears of age and then, learning the trade of a cur-

rier, followed that occupation for eleven years.

He had resolved to seek a home in the Far West,

and accordingly took |>assage on a boat at Buffalo,

landing in Cleveland and proceeding thence in a

canal boat to Chillicothe, where he again embarked

on a steamer. After sailing down the Ohio River

and up the Mississippi, he arrived in St. Louis, from

which city he traveled to Galena, 111., and there

met a gentleman, who, for a small compensation,

31

gave him a ride to Boone County. Arriving here,

he purchased a farm consisting of one hundred
and forty acres and at once commenced its im-

provement. The old log house which stood on the

place remained his home for ten years, when he

erected a more substantial residence.

Miss Marille Jleatou, who was born in 1821, in

New York, became the wife of our suliject in 1853.

She bore her husband two sons, who arc now de-

ceased, and departed this life in February-, IS'Jl, in

her sixty-ninth year. Sir. Cate is one of the larg-

est landowners in the county, his estate including

at the present time three hundred broad acres. He
has recently erected a handsome farm residence

and has improved his estate with all the necessary

buildings and machinery whicii make of agricul-

ture a pleasant as well as profitable business. He
came to Boone Countj' with no knowledge what-

ever of cultivating the soil, and to-day is known
throughout Northern Illinois as tlie owner of one

of the best estates in this section.

Our subject cast his fiist Presidential vote for

Martin Van Bureu, but since the organization of

the Republican party he has been a stanch adher-

ent of its principles. For four years he filled the

office of Justice of the Peace and has been the in-

cumbent of various other positions of honor and

trust. Modest and unassuming, his sturdy integ-

rity has won the confidence of all with whom
business or social intercourse has brought him in

contact, and his place is among the most successful

and prominent residents of Boone County.

"jflEKOME B. ELLSWORTH was brought up

to the life of an agriculturist by his father,

Sherwood A. EUswortli, and like the ma-

jority of boys, has followed in his ances-

tor's footsteps, and is now one of tlie leading farm-

ers of Boone County. His line farm attests his

thrift and industry and his success in life. Ho is

a native-born resident of Boone County, 111., born

in Manchester in March, 1851, and the son of

Sherwood A. and Sarah J. (Sherman) Ellsworth.

Siicrwood A. Ellsworth was born in New York State

in 1811; when an infant he was taken by his par-
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ents toBeuning-ton, Vt., ;niil there with his brother

and sister grew to mature years. His parents were

intelligent, Christian people, and were well thought

of. The father died tliere at an advanced age, but

the mother afterward cauie to Manchester, 111.,

where she resided willi lii^r s<_in Sherwood A. for

aliout live yeais, m- until iier death, when eighty

years of age. Their children were: Orville. Sher-

wood; Mary E., .lulia A., and lAiuisa are deceased.

The latter married .John Brown, a jirosperous

farmer of Bennington, Vt. They hail two ilaugh-

ters and one sou, Elbridge Brown. ()r\'ille was a

farmer of Bennington and died in the jjrime of

life, leaving three daughters and (.>ne son.

Tlu' fatlier of our suliject was first married in

A'enmint lo IMiss JIaria S. Steel, of the same State,

who bore him four children, all sous: Elmer, re-

tired, Huikes liis home in Clarence, Shelby County,

Mo.; John, when twenty-two years of age, volun-

teered in the army and served one year. He died

in the year 1862. George volunteered in the

Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry and served four

and one-half 3ears; and Erwin D., is now

a farmer of Manchester. Mr. Ellsworth's second

marriage was to Miss Sarah J. Sherman, of Ben-

nington, Vt. In 1842, Mr. Ellsworth left the

Green Mountain State and with his wife and four

sons came by water to Chicago. From that city

tliey walked out to his eight^^-acre farm, c>r claim,

wliich his father had purchased for him, and which

is now one-half of the present farm owned by our

subject. Here Mr. Ellsworth passed away on Blay

15, 1883, when sixty-nine years of age. His

widow and our subject carry on the farm at the

present time. Mr. I211sworth was active and indus-

trious and worked hard all his life.

t)ur subject was reared on his present farm and

has ever attended strictly to his cliosen occu-

pation and with such substantial results as can be

seen by glancing over his fine farm. He has trav-

eled very little, and was never in a raUroad coach

nor had he l)een to Chicago luitil twenty-seven

3'ears of age. lie has seldom been farther from

home than Rockford, Boloit or l')elvidere. ( )n

April 2, 1872, he was married to Miss Catherine

Cani|)bell, daughter of Alexander,!, and Ann (jMc-

Eachren) Camiiliell. She was one of nine children.

Her father died in Manchester, March 15, 1872,

when sixty years of age and the mother is living

at Hunter, 111.

!Mr. and Mrs. Ellsworth have liuried tine child,

an infant, and they liave four sons au<l four daugh-

ters now living: Clarence .1., now nineteen j'ears

of age; Princess Beatrice, aged seventeen; Eunice,

aged fifteen; Florence, aged thirteen; John A., aged

eleven years; Stanley A., now nine years of age;

Ernest Everett, aged seven years, and Ada, aged

live years. All have attended the district school

and three are taking music lessons, showing much

ability and talent in their musical studies. Mr.

Ellswortii moves in the Republican ranks and is an

enthusiastic supporter of the principles of his party.

Our subject has erected on his fine farm a tasty

residence 20x36 feet, witii an L 16x24 feet, under

which is an excellent cellar, at a cost of $3,000.

He also has a good barn, 24x41), and has a granary

and tool house combined, one and a half stories

high, 24x40. He also has other substantial out-

buildings. He keeps about a dozen cows, twenty-

five head of horned cattle, ten or twelve horses,

and annually sells about forty hogs.

.,,,; DONIRAM JUDSON SWEZEY, a horti-

'SiSOl culturist residing on section 16, Guilford

Tf)wnship, Winnebago County, was born

in the town of Harmon}-. Chautauqua

County, N. Y., February 22, 1836. His great-

grandfather, Daniel Swezey, was born in Suffolk

Count}', Long Island, N. Y., in June, 1753, and

was a son of Christopher Swezey, and a grandson

of Stephen Swezey, one of six sons who lived in

.Swezej'town, Suffolk County; he there spent his

entire life, as did also Christopher. Daniel was

there married, and in 1796 went to Norway, Her-

kimer County, N. Y., where lie bought four hun-

dred acres of land, erected a log cabin and made a

farm. The grandfather of our subject, Daniel

Sweze}', was born on Long Island, December 25,

1778, and was eighteen years old when his parents

went to Herkimer County, where he resided until

1.S36, when he removed to Chautauqua Count}',

and jiurchased a farm, upon which he spent the
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leniainder of his days. He married Clarissa Slierr}-,

who was born in New Haven, Conn., September

15, 1789. She was descended from an old family'

of P^nglish origin, founded in Massacliusctts in

IGlin.

The father of our subject, Darius A. Swe/.ey, was

born in the town of Russia, Herkimer County,

N.Y., August 15, 1808, and in 1833 became one

of the earl\' settlers of Chautauqua County, where

he bought a tract of timber laud and erected a

substantial log cabin, in which our subject was

horn. In 18-15, he sold his farm and removed to

Erie County, Pa., where he bought land, upon which

he resided until 1851, when he emigrated to "Win-

nebago County, 111. Purchasing the farm upon

which our subject now resides, he there made his

home until his death. His wife bore the maiden

name of Esther Brooks. She was born in Cort-

land County, N. Y., September 30, 1815, and was

a daughter of James and Rhoda Brooks. The for-

mer was born in New Marlboro, Berkshire County,

M.ass. He went to New York wheu a young man

and resided in Cortland County until 1827, wheu

he went to Chautauqua Count}', where he made

his home until 1854. He then sold out and re-

moved to Erie County, Pa., where he spent his last

days. In the Swezej' family- were six children,

one of whom, Edward, enlisted in the Seventh-

fourth Illinois Infantry- and was afterward trans-

ferred to the One Hundred and Thirty-fourth

Regiment. He died nine da^-s after his discharge.

Mr. Swezey whose name heads this record ac-

quired Ills early education in the public schools of

Chautauqua County, N. Y.,and Erie, Pa., and later

attended Waterford Academ}', of Pennsylvania,

and the National Normal School, of Ohio. When a

young man, he commenced teaching and followed

that profession until his marriage. The latter part

of the time he occupied the chair of langu.ages and

literature in Elgin Academj-, but on his marriage

resigned that position and bought the home farm

in Guilford Tow'nship. For some jears he engaged

in general farming, but now gives his attention

almost exclusively to horticultural pursuits.

In 186fi, Mr. Swezey led to the marri.age altar

Miss Melinda Bruner, who was born in Canada and

is a daughter of Philip Bruner, who is mentioned

in the sketch of M. L. Bruner on another page of

this work. Four children have Iieen b(irn to our

subject and his wife: Etta, Otto, Koyal and Fannie.

The parents are both members of the State Street

Baptist Church, of Rockford. Mr. Swezey is a

member of Grange No. 6, witli which he has been

connected since its organization, seventeen j-ears

ago, and for three years he managed a store in the

interest of the Grange. Throughout life he has

been a strong advocate of temperance principles

and since 1884 has afliliated with the Prohibition

paty. In 1889, he was its candidate for the State

Legislature and received a larger vote than an}'

other candidate of his party. He is a public-si)irited

and progressive citizen, prominent and influential,

and has the high regard of all with whom lie has

been brought in contact.

iICIIARI) E. BROWN was li in the farm

|W| in Owen Township, Winnebago County

Ji \V where he is at present residing, September

8, 1858. Before giving a notice of his life,

we deem it our duty to first briefly advert to the

life histor}' of those of whom he draws his origin.

His direct progenitor, Mowr}- Brown, was born in

Burrillville, R. I., December 29, 181;>. His father,

.Joseph Brown, w.as also a native of that State,

where he carried on farming. He jiassed his last

days in Winneb.ago County, dying at the h<.ime of

his son Mowry.

The maiden name of the grandmother of our

subject was Elsie Mowry, who, .as far as known,

w.as also born in Rhode Island, wliere she spent

her entire life. The father of our suliject was

reared in his native State, and, when starting out

in life for himself, served an apprenticeship at the

carpenter's trade. In 1835, he came to Illint)is

and worked until 1839 in Alton, at the end of

which time he came to AVinnebago Count}-, ac-

comp.anied hither by his wife, who made the jour-

ney by steamers on the Mississippi .and Rock

Rivers to Rockford Township. Here Mr. Brown
purchased an acre of land on North Main Street,

on which he erected a small frame house, and

began working at his trade. His Hrst contract
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was building a liouse for Dr. George Ilatikell. lie

made his home in the city until 1840, then nu>ved

to a claim which he had made on section 2G, in

what is now Owen Tiiwnshii). He bought a log

house, which he moved on to his land and (iccn-

pied until able to replace it with a more comfort-

able edifice. Mr. ISmwu [irosecuted hi.s trade a

part of each year until able to give his entire

time .and attention to the cultivation of his laud.

llis death occurred on the farm June 4, 187',i.

The lad>' to whom Mowry Brown was married,

]'\^bruary 26, 1837, was Miss Lucy Pease. Her

birth occurred iu Lyons. Wayne County, N. Y.,

March 31, 1815. Her iiaternal grandfather was

Eljenezer Pease, a native of Ballston, Saratoga

County, N. Y., aud the son of Abel Pe.ase, a na-

tive of Massachusetts, who went to New York

State wiicn a very young man, where he was mar-

ried in Saratoga County, in 1785, to Lucy Mar-

tin, also a native of the Bay State. On her death,

Abel Pease married Mabel Campbell, a widow.

Ebenczer M. Pease was a natural mechanic and

was employed in various lines of work in New
York State until 1834, when, iu company' with

his wife and seven children, four sons and three

daughters, he came to Illinois via the Erie Canal

to Buffalo, and b}' way of the Lakes and Ohio aud

Mississippi Rivers to Alton. They made their

home for a number of years in the latter-named

city, and then removed to .lersey County, where

the father passed his Last days. Tlie maiden name
of his wife was Pamelia Wandell; she was a na-

tive of New York .State, where her decease oc-

curred.

The mother of our subject was eighteen years

old when she came to this State, and resided in

Alton until her marriage. She is now residing on
the oUl homestead which her husband entered

from the Government. Seven of her eleven chil-

dren grew to mature years: George S. and Charles

E. reside in Rockford Township; Mary E. married

Egbert Phelps and makes her home in Owen
Township, as does also Henry A.; Fred (). lives

near Fairlnuy, Neb., and Richard E. is on the

old homestead. William C, tlie fifth child, died

when nineteen 3-ears of age, Florence E. wlien

twelve years old and Ellen M. in her tenth Acar.

Emelinc, the first-born, died in infancy, and Har-

riet E. is also deceased.

Richard E. Brown, like many of the farmer lads,

was educated in the district .schools and later

prosecuted his studies in the Rockford schools.

He was reared to agricultural i)ursuits and for a

number of years managed the old homestead,

which has always been his (ilace of residence. He

devoted his entire time on the farm until 1890,

when he engaged in the manufacture of brick.

December 7, 1880, Miss Fannie Martin, who was

born in Rockton, became his wife. She was the

daughter of Edwin and Caroline Martin, and by

her union with Mr. Brown has become the mother

of two children, Gertie E. and Clifton Martin.

Our subject and his estimable wife are devoted

members of the Christian Union Church, and in

his social relations, Mr. Brown is connected with

the Farmers' Mutual Benevolent Association.

^ACOB ROSE. About three miles from

Rockford is a splendid farm, embellished

with good buildings and brought to a fine

state of improvement. This was the home

of the late Jacob Rose, who, after cultivating the

soil for many 3'ears and introduciug modern ma-

chinery and methods of agriculture in his farming

operations, there passed away December 12, 1887.

A man of great industry, unflagging perseverance,

the soul of honor, scorning deceit in every form,

he was beloved by all with whom he came iu con-

tact and his death was mourned as a public calam-

ity.

This pioneer of Winnebago County was born in

Pennsjdvania, the son of St. Clair Rose, who, as

far as is known, spent his entire life in the Key-

stone State. Early orphaned, our subject became

self-supporting when quite young and when about

seventeen came to Winnebago County, where he

resided until his death. By industriously saving

his wages, he was enabled to purchase a farm in

1859, five years after his marriage with Catherine

Scougall. This estimable lady was born in England,

and was the dauiihter of James Scougall, a native
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of Edinboro, Scotland, and the granddausfhter of

.lames Scoiigall, Sr.,. ^lio probably spent his entire

life in the Land of the Thistle.

James Scoiigall, Jr., learned the trade of astone-

m.ason, wiiich he followed for a time in Liverpool,

tiien returned to Edinboro. In 1846, accompanied

by his family, he emigrated to America, taking

passage at Glasgow in the sailing-vessel "Sault

Anna," and landing in New York six weeks later.

From there he proceeded bj' the Hudson River,

Erie Canal and Lakes to Chicago, then a small

village, and followed his trade in the last-named

pl.ace for a few years. Coming thence to Rock-

ford, his remaining 3-ears were passed here. The

maiden name of his wife was Margaret Blair; she

was born in ICngland and died in Scotland. Mr.

and Mrs. Rose became the parents of seven living

children, namely: Walter, .Jessie, Jennie, Harry,

Laura, Kittle and Lucius. Since the death of his

father, the eldest son superintends the farm, which

under his capable supervision is kept in the high

state of improvement to which it was brought by

the father.

'"

—

-—^z E^^
\i^ ENRY ROLFE, now retired and residing at

Wjfl No. 710 North Second Street, where he owns

/L^^ a comfortable home, was born in Tompkins

(^ County, Endfield Township, N. Y., on the

13th of August, 1833, and was reared and educated

there. His father, Chester Rolfe, and his grand-

father, Samuel Rolfe, were natives of New Jersey,

•ind of F^nglish descent. Samuel Rolfe passed his

lioyhood and youth in his native State and was

there married to Miss Hannah Ellison. After the

birth of several of their children, the}- moved to

New York State, where Samuel and a brother, Jon-

ath.an Rolfe, made a settlement in the wilds of

Endfield Township, Tompkins County. There

they began clearing their land of the heavy timber

with which it was covered, and after years of hard

lalior became the owners of comfortable homes.

Samuel Rolfe and wife lived long and prosperous

lives and died on the home place. They were

well-known pioneers and representative citizens,

Mr. Rolfe holding the otlice of Justice of the Peace

for many years. Their son, Chester Rolfe, was one

of a large family of children, all of whom lived to

be grown, and one, George, is now cng.aged in

farming in Endfield Township, that being the oc-

cupation of most of tiie family.

Chester Rolfe was married in Endfield Township

to Miss Matilda Corkendall, who was born and

reared there and who was of Pennsylvania-Dutch

extraction. After marriage, Mr. Rolfe and wife

began life on a farm in Endfield Township, and

there they lived and laliored until the death of

Mrs. Rolfe in 1863, when fifty-live years of age.

IMr. Rolfe survived her many years. He came

AVest to visit his son in 1S81 and died on the last

day of that year. His body was carried liaek and

interred in the old family graveyard in Endfield

Township. He was then about seventy-six 3-ears

of age. In his early life he was a Whig and later a

Democrat. He held a nuinlier of local offices in

his township, and was a man of well-rounded char-

acter. He left a large family, five of whom arc

3'et living.

Henry Rolfe was reared to the arduous duties

of the farm and it was but natural that when

starting out in life for himself ho should choose

agricultural pursuits as his occupation in life, for

his ancestors had all been tillers of the soil. AVlien

a 3-oung man, he came to Ogle Count}-, 111., and was

married, in Scott Township, to Miss Adelaide Ash-

ton, a native of Mt. Morris, Livingston Count3',

N. Y., born May 19, 1844. and the daughter of

Sidne3' and Eliza (Downs) Ashton, natives, respect-

ively, of Penns3'lvania and A'ermont. I\h'. and

Mrs. Ashton resided on a farm in Mt. Morris

Township for many years and the mother died on

the 27tli of September, 1866, her birthday, while

returning from a visit to Illinois. She w;is just

fifty-five years of age.

^Ir. Ashton spent the last years of his life with

his daughter, Mrs. Rolfe, in Rockford,aiid received

his final summons on the 7th of March, 1887. when

over eight3--eight 3-ears of age. He and Mrs. Ashton

were members of the Universalist Church, and, in

politics, he was a Democrat. Their children, eight

in number, are all living but one. Mr. and Mrs.

Rolfe have no children. Tiiey attend the Christian

Union Church, take an active interest in all worthy
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movements and are classed among the best citizens

of the cotiiity. Mv. Rolfe is the owner of three

hundred and twenty acres of good land in Scott

Township, Ogle County, this State, and has good.

substantial buildings on liis [dace. He also owns

some property in West End addition to the city.

He came to Rockford in ls77, and since 1883 he

has made his home at No. 710 North Second

Street.

G;UST JOHNSON. In 1877, or fifteen years

- .ago, Mr. Johnson began Ins I)usiness in the

'lius and express line «ith a single horse,

and liy his industry and excellent l.uisiness acumen

soon accumulated a handsome comi)etence. He
now does a large and hicrative business, employs

three men and has three or four good outfits. The

result of his industry- and able management is that

he now owns a fine double house at Nos. IIG,

and 118 North Third Street, and is also a stock-

holder in the Skandia Plow Company, the Rock-

ford Furniture and Undertaking Companj', the

Skandia Hardware Comjiany, and is interested in

the Union Orocer}- .Store and other institutions.

Mr. Johnson was liorn in .lonkiipiug Lan, Swe-

den, September 20, 18r)2, and renuiincd there

until fifteen years of age, or in 18()8, when became

to this country liy way of Quebec, Canaila. He
suljsequently cnme to the States, passed the first

two 3'e.ars laboring on a farm, and with the inonev

thus earned brought his jiarents to this country.

He made a home for them and later learned the

ti-ade of a gardener and lloi-i.>t, lieing in the emplriy

of (i. A. Sanford A- F. H. Manney for a number of

years. His father, .lohn Grabrilson. w.as a tiller f.if

thesoil and died in Rockford, in 1875, when fifty-

eight years of age. His mother was also of that

age when her death occurred, on the 18th of Oc-

tober, 1883. lioth were members of the Lutheran

Church. Of their large family of children. Gust
Johnsfm was the eldest. He was married in Rock-

ford to Miss Anna Olson, a native of Wester Goth-
land Province, Sweden, who when five years of

age was brought to this country by her parents,

Olof and Mariah (liringlesdauter) Olson. The

mother, who had always been a member of the

Lutheran Church, died when sixty years of age,

but the father is still living and is now residing

on Fourth Avenue. He, also, has ever been a de-

vout Lutheran in his religious belief.

Of the five children born to Mr. and Mrs. John-

son two are deceased, one who died in infancy, and
a daughter, Edna L. Those living are William G.

and Ernest V. (twins), whoso closely resemble

each other that is difficult to tell them apart. They
are liright .and healthy, and about twelve 3'ears of

age. Arthur L. is an intelligent little fellow of

seven.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are active members of the

First Swedish Lutheran Chiux-h and are worthy

and esteemed citizens. Mr. Johnson is a sound

Reiiublican in his political views, and in public

movements he h.as ever taken a deep interest, but

has never been an office-seeker.

' —^--'^ -^—

~ ETER A. LARSON, who does an extensive

I business as a plaster contractor, was born on

the island of Orland, near Sweden,Feliruary 7,

1811). His father, Lars Pearson, died when

our subject w.as only nine j'ears of age. His

mother is still living at the age or sixty-four and

yet makes her home in Sweden. She is a mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church, as was her husband.

Three children of the famil_y are living in this

country. A. O. Larson works for his brother and

is marricil. The sister, Louisa, is the wife of Aug-

ust .bihnson, a tailor on Second Avenue.

No event of special importance occurred during

the childhood of our subject, whicli was passed

in his native land, where he partially learned

the trade of a plasterer. The jear 1871 witnessed

his emigration to America. lie sailed in the spring

and landed in New York City, whence he made

his way to Chicago, where he resided for two

years, there completing his trade. He then came

to Rockford, in 1873, and has since made his home

in this city. From the beginning, his trade has

constantly incre.ased and by good work and mod-

erate prices he has secured a liberal patronage and

acquired a handsome competence. His h.andiwork

11\
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is seen in many of the leading homes in this city

and compares favorably with any done. In con-

nection with woi-k at his trade, he is interested

in the Rockford Manufacturing Company, is a

stockholder and Director in the Union Grocery

Company and holds some 12,000 worth of stock in

tlie Swedish Building and Loan Association. lie

owns a large three-story brick store and flats, a val-

uable property, located at Xo. 303 Seventh Street,

and a fine brick residence at No. 1 103 Third Avenue,

the familj' residence.

A marriage ceremony performed in this city

united the destinies of Mr. Larson and Mrs. Oleda

C. (Lundwall) Borg, who was born in Sweden, May
17, 1853, and when a maiden of fourteen summers

came to this country. She afterwards gave her

hand in marriage to S. A. Borg, a Swedish gentle-

man and a mason by trade, who died in 1877. at

the age of twentv-seven years. One child was

born of this union, A. Leonard, who is a graduate

of the Rockford Business College and now occu-

pies a position as book-keeper with the firm of Carl-

son & Co., on Seventh Street. Unto IMr. and Blrs.

Larson was born a family of seven children, three

of whom are now deceased, two named respec-

tivelv Arthur, and Harold. The living are Ellen

C, Gertie A., Elmer E. and Hazel ^'.,and all under

the parental roof. With the First Lutheran Church
tlie parents hold membership and in social circles

lliey rank high. In his political views, Mr. Larson

is a Reinibliean.

PANIEL BEP^RS, deceased, was one of the first

settlers of Winnebago Count}', and it may lie

truly said that he was one of its most es-

teemed citizens. He came to this county- when
there was one store and a few log cabins in Rock-

ford, and the same year took up Government
land in what is now Guilford Township, his house

being one of the first in that township. There,

with the boundless prairie stretching on every side

and with neighbors man}- miles distant, Mr. and
Mrs. Beers settled down to the duties of life. For
a numlier of years they experienced many hard-

ships and privations, but thev finallv got a start.

and their subsequent prosperous career was the re-

sult. In those earlv days, they took all their grain

to Chicago with (ix-teams and many were the mis-

haps that occurred in ciossing streams, for there

were no bridges. There were no churches, Imt it

must not be supiiosed there were no meetings, for

the few neighbors would meet at each other's homes

and have a season of prayer and thanksgiving.

Mr. Beers' log house w.as the scene of many a relig-

ious gathering, and his good wife would get suji-

per for the whole congregation. All in the com-

nuinity w^ere Methodists and when they met to-

gether the}- enjoyed themselves as only Methodists

can.

jMr. and Mrs. Beers resided for many years

on the farm they had improved in every way, and

then moved to Monroe. Wis., where they resided

for seven years. They owned a farm near that

city. About ISGG, they came to Rockford and here

Mr. Beers' death occurred in 1880, when seventy

years of age. Liberal, generous, and high-minded

his life was filled with good deeds. He was a

model American citizen. A Methodist in his re-

ligious belief, he was one of the leading men of

his church, and was Class-Leader for many years.

He was a Repulilican in politics and a strict tem-

perance man. In pioneer days, when his first

barn was to be raised, and whiskey w.as expected

on such occasions, he informed liis neighbors that

no whiskey was to lie given, but that his wife

would give them a fine supper.

Mr. Beers was born in Pennsylvania and reared

on a farm in that State. When a young ni.an he

went to LeIJoj', N. Y., and was married there to

Miss Mary Herrick, a native of that city. She is

now past the eightieth milestone of her life but is

still quick and active, and is one of the most pleas-

ant and agreeable old ladies to meet. She h.as en-

deavored to make her life a useful one and to

follow the teachings of the Golden Rule. She yet

lives in the kind remembrances of the gooil old

days of yore and her reminiscences of them are

very interesting.

]Mrs. Beers became the mother of a large family

of children, and of them these are deceased: John,

William I)., James, Henry and Lucius. All died

young liut Henr\-, who was married. I'lie eliildren
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now liviiiu' are Matilda, wife of Willard C'onvers,

a fanner (if Guilford Township; Louisa M., wife

of Russell Marsh, a farmer of (iuilford Township;

Richard, a wealthy farmer of Xeliraska, married

Miss Khoda Blarsh; P^lla is the wife of a Mr. Caniii-

bell,a farmer of Nebraska; Saraii, wife of Alfred

Ufford, now resides on a farm in Iowa; Flora, wife

of David Ralston; Lucy, wife of Henry Thompson,

a farmer of Nelii-aska, and ( )live resides in Bulte

City, Mont., and is a dressmaker there.

NDP:RS J. ANDERSON, a successful

farmer,who rents and operates two hundred

lii and seventy acres of well-improved and

valuable land in Rockford Township, was

born in Sweden, October 28, 18 IS. His mother

died in that land when our subject was only four-

teen years of age. Ilis father was boi'n in the same

province as Anders and followed the occupation

of farming throughout his entire life. He was a

second time married and some eight years later the

familj' emigrated to the New World, in 1875. The

father is now living at the ago of eighty-two

years and his wife is about seventy-six years of

age. Both have lieen life-long members of the

Lutheran Church.

Our subject is the eldest of the family and was

the first to come to America. One brother, Claus

H. Anderson, is now a farmer of Cherry Valley

Township, where he resides with his family, (iust

and August both died in chihlhootl. Anders

crossed the Atlantic in 187(1, and for a time resided

in Chicago, III., after which lu;' made his home for

one year in Steplienson County. lie has been a

resident of Winnebago County for seventeen

years and for thirteen years has resided upon the

farm which he now oecupiies. He is an enterprising

farmer and industrious man and is widely known
in this community.

Mr. Anderson was married in the city of Rock-

ford to Mrs. Johanna Hallgren, nee Johnson. She

was born in Sweden, Octolicr 9, 1832, and when a

young lady came to this country. Her (larents,

Joseph and Anna (Swanson) Johnson, were natives

of Sweden, where tliey spent their entire lives as

farming people, dying at the ages of eighty-two

and eighty-seven 3'ears, respectively. They were

members of the Lutheran Church and were worth \-

and respected people.

Mrs. Anderson is the youngest of tiiree daugh-

ters. Charlotte, wlio came to the United States in

the year 1801, is now the wife of John Lidell, a

cabinet-maker in the employ of the Standard Fur-

niture Company; Mary came to the United States

and located in Rockford in 1879, and is now the

wife of Gust Rappson. The wife of our subject

crossed the water in 1868, and has since resided in

Rockford. She was first married to John Hallgren,

who w.as liorn and reared in Sweden, and in 1868

emigrated to this country. He became a resident

fif Rockford and after iiis marriage settled upon a

farm near that city, where his death occurred at the

age of thirty -seven. In polities, he was a Repub-

lican, was a member of the Lutheran Church and a

good citizen. He died respected by all, and at his

death left a daughter, Ellen, an accomplished and

intelligent 3'oung lady, who resides with her mother.

Mr. Anderson takes an active interest in political

affairs, votes with the Republican party and is a

stalwart supporter of its principles. He and his

wife l)Oth hold inemtersliip with the Lutheran

Church and are active workers in its interests, aid-

ing in its upbuilding in all possible ways.

\TpN\ (;)YAL IIANCE, widely- and favoralily known

IL^' throughout Pecatonica Townsliip, is one of

'•s * the well-to-do fanners of this section. The
'' family occupies a high position in social

circles, and Mr. Hance ma}' be properly classed

among the representative men who are uniforml}-

founil on the side of enterprises calculated to pro-

mote the best interests of the community.

Our subject was born November 30, 1834, in

Seneca County, Ohio, and is a son of Tiiomas ,and

Phrebe(DeWitt) Hance; his mother was born in Cay-

uga County, N. Y. The paternal grandparents of

our subject were Adam and F^lizabeth (Bunn)

Hance, the former passing aw.aj^ in his seventy-

seventh year, and his wife when seventy years of

ajre.
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The life of Ogden Ilaiice, a brother of our subject,

will be fouiul portrayed on another page in tins

volume, to which sketcli the reader is referred for

the family history. He of whom we write remained

at home until twenty-tlirce years of age, when lie

was married, Novemlwr 12, 18G3, to Libbie Kel-

logg, who was born Jul}' 2, 1812, in St. Lawrence

County, N. Y. Mrs. Hance is the daughter of

Albert and Nancy (McDonald) Kellogg, the Mc
Donalds coming from Scotland. The father of

Mrs. Hance was a son of David and Henrietta

(Weils) Kellogg, both of whom died in IMessina,

N. Y., aged respectively ninety and ejohty-four

years.

Royal Hance is one of the best-known men in

Winnebago County, as soon after his marriage he

located on a part of the land his father had taken

up from the Government, which has been his home

up to the present time. His estate com[)rised sixtj-

acres, to which he has since added thirtj'-four acres

and has the entire amount under the best of culti-

vation. Mr. and Mrs. Hance have become tlie

parents of four children, one of whom died in in-

fancy; Earl C, who was born December 8, 18G4,

married Miss Hattie Martin and has one son; Ray
D., who was born August 15, 1872, is a graduate

of the Pecatonica High School, and resides with

his parents; LaMont, who was born November 12,

1876, is also at home.

PAYID P. MESICK, who is at present resid-

ing in Rockford, was born in Athens, Greene

County, N. Y., January 2, 1824. His father

was a native of that State, where, as far as known,

his grandfather was born. The latter named gen-

tleman was a farmer, and departed this life in Al-

bany County. Peter Mesick was reared in his

native State and followed the occupation of a

farmer until reaching forty }'ears of age, when he

learned the trade of a stonemason. He later re-

moved from Albany to Caj'uga Count}', where he

made his home till the fall of 1854, at which time

he came to Illinois and located in Rockford, where

he died.

The mother of our suliject was known in lici-

maidenliood as Sarah Remer. She was burn in

Alban}- County, N. Y., and became the mother of

thirteen children, viz: Catherine, Henry, Jacob,

David P., Andrew, Margaret, Sarah, Joseph. Lydia

J., Peter, Chauncey, William L. and Kate 1!. Jacob

served in the late war and died soon after its close;

William was also a soldier in that struggle.

The original of tliis skelc-li was very young
when Ills parents moved to Albany County, and

was a lad of seven years when they made their

home in Cayuga County. There he was reared

and educated, and in earl}' life learned the trade

of a carpenter and joiner, serving an apprentice-

ship of five years. He worked as a journeyman

for a time and afterward became a contractor. In

1854, he came to Kockford. arriving here on the

16th of November. He at once began his trade

of contractor and builder, at which l)usincss he

was employed for seventeen years. At the ex-

piration of that time, he purchased a farm in

Cherry Valley Township, and was engaged in its

cultivation for twelve years. Then, making his

home in Rockford, he has resided since that time

in a pleasant residence on Catlin Street.

Susan Cram, who was born in the town of Keys-

ville, Clinton County, N. Y., February 25, 1829,

became the wife of our subject October 5, 1862.

Mrs. Mesick was the daughter of Jacob Cram, a

native of New England, where his father, Eben-

ezer Cram, was also born. The grandfather of

Mrs. Mesick was a shoemaker by trade and spent

his last days in the town of Sennett, Onondaga
County, N. Y. Her father removed from Ver-

mont to Clinton County, N. Y., and thence to

Onondaga County in October, 1833, the journey

being made via Lake Champlain and Erie Canal.

He resided in the town of Elbridge until 184G,

when he came to Illinois, accompanied by his

wife and five children.

At that time Rockford was little more than a

village and neighbors in the surrounding country

were few and far between. Mr. Cram settled on

the west side of the river, where he made his

home for a few months, and then leased a farm,

which he cultivated one year. Then, on account

of ill-health, he returned to Rockford and resided
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tlici'i.' until bis decease. Tlie iimiden name of the

muther of ftlrs. JMesiek was Arinina Perry; slie was

reared in Clinton County, N. Y.. and was the

daughter of p:ii Perry. Our suliject and his wife

arc members of the .State Street Baptist Church.

Mr. Mesick voted the Reiniblic.an ticket until the

organization of the Prohiliition party, when he

joined its ranks.

if ]\Ir. IMesick adds v.alue to the

nntv which he has aided so ma-

The portrait

record of the '

terially in velopini

juiil!*:'iriii:?

.ILLIAM ATKINSON, a well-known resi-

''' dent of Kockford and an honored pioneer

of the county of 18.37, w\as l.iorn in Cum-

berland County, Kngland, January 11, 1813. His

father, James Atkinson,was also born in that county

and married Jane Foster, a native of the same lo-

cality. After the birth of six of their children,

they emigrated to America, sailing from Kngland

on the 8th of May, 1832, and landed in < ,)uehcc,

Canada, after a voyage of seven weeks. They

spent a little more than a j'car in that countr_y,

after which they became residents of Syracuse, N. Y.,

where the father and Iiis sou f(.)llowed the carjien-

ter's trade. The ycrir 1S37 witnessed their arrival

in AVinnebago County, 111., and a settlement was

made in Harrison Township, where the father died

some eight years later. a1 the age of fifty-eight

years. 1 1 is wife siu'vived him two years, dying at

the age of sixty-two. In politics, IMr. Atkinson

wasa Whig. He and his wife were meml.iers of the

Methodist Cliurch, and lived quiet, unassuming

lives, worthy of the csli-ein in which they -weic

luild. Oursubji'ct is t-hc only son of the family

now living. However, he has four sisters, all mar-

ried, one residing in Marengo, another in Iowa

and the remaining two in this county.

William jMkinson of this sketch remained in the

land of his birth until twenty years of age and

learned the carpenter's trade under his father,

with whom he worked in Syracuse, N. Y., for siinie

j'ears, as before stalccl. I-'or more than half a cen-

tury, he has resided in this county and has lieen

prominently identilie<l with its iiplmilding. His

lirst location was in Harrison Township, where he

obtained Government laud, and after building a

log cabin, began life in true pioneer style, experi-

encing many hardships and trials of frontier life.

In those days their market was Chicago or Milwau-

kee, and as roads were poor it was often a hard

task to reach those places. About 1839, he formed

a partnership with Mr. Klwood, an Englishman,

and they began operating a distillery, but were un-

successful, and Mr. Atkinson lost all he had and

was forced to begin life anew. From that time, he

gave his entire attention to agricultural pursuits

and improved nearly three hundred acres of land.

This is divided into two farms, furnished with

two sets of buildings and is highly cultivated and

improved. The old home is situated on section 26,

Harrison Township, and there Mr. Atkinson resided

until September, 1890, when he came to Rockford,

and has since lived a retired life at his present

home at No. 1110 West State Street. He built

this residence and four other nice places on the

same block, including a compartment house.

Mr. Atkinson was first married, near Syracuse,

N. Y., to Miss Nancy Bebec, who was born in Eng-

land, and during her childhood came to this

country with her parents, who died in the Empire

State. Her death occurred in La Salle County, 111.,

at the age of twent3'-seven. She died in the faith

of the jNIethodist Church. The second wife of Mr.

Atkinson was Miss Luc}' Phillips, a native of Ohio,

who was a true helpmate and companion to her

husband for forty years. She died when |)ast the

age of sixty, leaving twelve children, two of whom
are now deceased : Hiram, who died in childhood:

and George, who was killed at the battle of

C'hick.asaw Mountain while fighting for the Union

during the late war. Nancy is the wife of H.

Collins, of Kockford; James, who wedded Miss

(iaylord, resides in Beloit, Wis.; Charles, a farmer

of Sheldon Township, wedded Zetta Conklin; Jane,

who married Robert Olivei', lives in Rockford;

JlariUa is the wife of David Kinney, a farmer of

Rock Rapids, Iowa; Mary A. is the wife of H.

Douglas, of Rockford; Thomas, who married Mary

Shepardson, is a farmer of Harrison Township;

William, a resident of Rockton, married Lydia

Leffciiwcll; Frank, a C(_>rameicial traveler residing
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in Racine, Wis., married Minnie Baker, wIk) is imw

deceased, and Lucy, who married Fred ISIorgan,

lives in Rockfoi-d.

For liis next wife, Mr. Atkinson cliose Maggie

Miller, wlio died a few years later. His present

wife was Mrs. Elizabeth (Van Dike) Wishop, who
was married, in New Jersey-, to Sanuial Van Ars-

dale, who died figliting for his countr}'. She then

came to Illinois, and in this county married Andrew
Wishop, who died in middle life. Mr. and Mrs.

Atkinson attend the Court Street Methodist Church,

of which Mrs. Atkinson is a member. He is

a standi Rep\ibliean in politics, and voted both

for William Ilenr}- Harrison and Benjamin Harri-

son. He has held man}' local oHices, including

that of Supervisor, which he has held for seven-

teen years, and his public duties were ever prompt-

ly and faithfully discharged. As an upright man,

a valued citizen and an honored pioneer, he well

deserves representation in this volume.

J"

'' OEL B. POTTER (deceased) was born in

Sherman Township, F'airfield County, Conn.

July 25, 1810, and died in Rockford, No-

.^^J vember 30, 1880. He was sixteen years old

when his parents, William C. and Anna (Hubble)

Potter, moved to Orleans County, N. Y. Agricul-

tural pursuits liad been the fatlier's chief occupa-

tion in life and at that he prospered. The father

and mother were members of the Congregational

Church in F\airfield and members of the Presbyte-

rian Ciiurch of Orleans Count3', and both were

worthy and exemplary people. They passed the

remainder of their days in that county, the father

dying when over eighty years of age and the

mother when over seventy. They reared a large

family of children, a number of whom are still re-

siding in Orleans County.

Joel B. Potter received the advantages of a

good collegiate education and had prepared

himself to enter the Presbyterian ministry. Fail-

ing health, however, caused him to abandon this,

and although in after years his health was restored,

he never entered the pulpit. He came to Rock-
ford, 111., in 18.39, and after some years purchased

a drug store on East State Street, and was tlnis

engaged for a number of years, having for n part-

ner J. F. Harding. Tliis business prosi)ered iinlil

the death of Mr. Ilai'ding, .about 1867, when .Mr.

Potter wilhibcMv from the business and iTtircd.

During his early days in ^Vinnebago County , he

had been the owner of a good farm and this he

carried on for some time before he went into the

drug business. He took much interest in iiolitics

and supported the principles of the Republican

party. He was a man of excellent liusiness quali-

fications and good hal)its, and a citizen who had

the highest regard of all who knew him. lie wit-

nessed many changes in the country and was a

potent factor in its growtli and development. He
had two brotiiers, llul)ble and Herman Potter,

both now deceased, who were early settlers of

Winnebago County. The former was a promi-

nent dry-goods merchant and later a l)anker of

Rockford. He was one of the pioneers of the city

and was a well-known business man. The latter

was a prosperous farmer. Joel B. Potter selected

as his companion in life Miss Adaline Latlirop, a

native of Vermont, born May 18, 1813, and their

nuptials were celebrated in Genesee County, N. Y.,

in July, 1836. Mrs. Potter was reared and edu-

cated in (xenesee County and tliere made her

home until her marriage. She is a lady of much

business ability and since the death of her hus-

band has managed his affairs with excellent judg-

ment. Her parents, Adgate and Martha (Moss)

Lathrop, were natives of Connecticut, but emi-

grated to Vermont in early life and were there

married. Mr. Lathrop followed the combined

business of carpenter, joiner and farmer, and w.as

fairlj' successful in all. In 1816, the faniil}- moved

to Genesee County, N. Y., and there the parents

died when sevent^'-five and eighty years of age,

respectively. The^' were Baptists in their relig-

ious views. Mrs. Potter is one of ten children,

but only a In-other, Harry Lathrop, of Otsego,

Mich., and a sister, jNIrs. Orange Sherman, of

Buffalo, N. Y., liesides herself, are now living.

Mrs. Potter is the mother of seven children; two

died in infancy, and Mrs. Mary Willis dieil

when twenty-two years of .age. Those living

are: Caroline A., who was the wife of Col. C. M.
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lirazeo, now deee.ised, I'nniicrl}- nii attorney nnd

an ex-»ol(lier; Harriet J., widow of J. F. Harding

(formerly a partner with ovir subject), is now re-

siding on Oak Street, Rockford; Francis L. lias

l>eeii a tcaelier in the High Schools in Chicago for

tlic (last twenty years and is a prominent educator;

and Laura .1. is the wife of Edward S. Gregory,

who owns a wholesale and retail store in sanitary

goods and heating apparatus on.State Street, Rock-

ford. All his life Mr. Potter was a consistent

member of the Westminister Presbyterian Church

and Mrs. Potter is a worthy member of the same.

The Potter family occupies a leading position in

Rockford society. Mrs. Potter is well preserved

for her years, hei- hair is scarcely tinged with gr.ay

and she walks with the elasticity of youth.

m>^^<m
iRi^OLERT M. BRANTINGHAftr. The com-

|l^ modious, two-story brick residence at No.

*s
401 Horsman Street is owned and <iccu-

pied by the gentleman whose name intro-

duces these par.agraphs, and who has liecome well-

to-do througli judicious investments in real estate.

Coming to Winnebago County in 1855, he has

since been an important factor in the growth of

the county, and especially in the progress of Rock-

ford, which he has seen change from an unimport-

ant village, to a citj' numbering twenty-five thous-

and people. In addition to valuable land in

Rockford, he owns considerable real estate in South

Chicago.

The father of our suliject, Robert M. Branting-

ham, Sr., was a native of Staten Island, where he

grew to man's estate. He engaged for some years

in business in New York City, meanwhile contin-

uing his residence on Staten Island. He was mar-

ried on the island of his Iiirtli to Miss .lane

Simonson, who was there born and reared, her par-

ents being New York people and well-to-do. The
parents of our subject had a family of three sons

and seven daughters; of these two sons and two

daughters are deceased. All of the children have

married excepting the subject of this sketch. wIkj

is the eldest member of the family.

When the parental famdy sought a home in

Winnebago County, our subject was a lad of eight

years and he has sjient almost his entire life in this

county. His father was the owner of about eight

hundred acres of land in this vicinity; he also had

large possessions in Iowa, and in Staten Island. His

various financial enterprises proved remunerative

and placed him on a solid footing as a capitalist.

He died at his home, two miles south of Rockford,

in 1865. His wife survived him many years, pass-

ing aw.ay .Tanuarj- 1, 1890, at the age of seventy-

five years, at the home of her son, our subject. Mr.

Brantingham, Sr., was a firm Republican in his po-

litical alHliations. and with his wife held member-

ship in the Episcopal Church.

All the local interests of Rockford have been

heartil}' promoted by Mr. Brantingham, who has

endorsed all measures having for their object the

l)rogre.ss of the religious, educational, moral and

philanthropic status of the citj'. He is a pro-

nounced Republican in his political belief, and in-

variably casts his ballot and gives his influence to

the support of the principles which he considers

best ada[)ted to our Government. He is a stock-

holder of the Rockford Watch Company, and is

interested in various other establishments and

organizations which have been of great value to

the cit3'.

v_ =*ss*

\V,-^ ARTLEY S. GIELUSETH. During the com-

Iff J^
paratively lirief time in which our subject

J^^ has been engaged in business in Durand, he

(((^ has built up a fine trade as the proprietor

of a meat market, being a member of the firm of

Funnell k Gieldseth. Ho was born in Haiiimer-

fest, Norway, February 28, 1857, and is the son

of B. H. and Eliza (Patterson) Gieldseth. The

family resided in Norway until 1872, where the

father was a baker by trade, which business

our subject also followed together with that of a

printer. Tlie elder Mr. Gieldseth died in his

native country in 1870, in his sixty-first year.

He of wliom we write was the eldest but one in

a family of live children, his brothers and sisters

lieing Thom.as; Nicoline, vvlio is a teacher of
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music; Christine aud Amanda, the two latter of

whom keep house for our subject. The family

set sail for tlie New World in 1872, and arriving

here located in Durand, where the mother departed

this life May 21, 1891.

Upon locating in Winnebago County', Mr. Gield-

setli purchased hand in Laoua Township, and fol-

lowed farming for twelve years, during which

time, by the (juiet course of persistent effort and

constant devotion to duty, he left poverty far

behind .and accumulated a handsome property.

In 1886, our subject engaged in his present Ijusiness

in company with James Funnell. The}' also deal ex-

tensively in live-stock and do a general packing

business.

Hartley S. Gieldseth and Miss Anna Garder were

united in marri.age in 1878. The lady was the

daughter of Ole Garder and was born in Rock

Grove, April 23, 1859. She boie her husband

three children, Raymond, Earl and Anna, and de-

parted this life July 2, 1884. Our subject, relig-

iousl}', is an influential member of the Lutheran

Church. In politics, he votes with the Democratic

part}- but does not aspire to office as he prefers to

give his time to his private interests. He is a

member of Durand Lodge No. 302, A. F. ik A. M.,

and is also connected with Durand Camp of the

Modern Woodmen. Mr. Gieldseth still owns

his farm property of eighty acres in Laona Town-

ship, which is under an excellent st.atc of improve-

ment, aud in addition to that has considerable real

estate in Durand.

§ '
-' crJ <T > L::^ '

a)

C^^^TIS
EDDY. In point of energy, enterprise

J
and determination, the subject of this notice

^ is looked upon as one of the leading men
of Rockford, where he has a beautiful home lo-

cated on Main Street. He was born in Burrillville.

R. I., August 28, 1804, and is a son of John Eddy,

a native of that place, as was also his father, Ste-

phen Eddy. The latter-named gentleman was a

farmer and spent his entire life in Burrillville.

The father of our subject inherited a portion of

the old homestead and there resided until his

death. The maiden name of his wife was Marcy

Sayles, who was born in the same town .as was her

husband and departed this life on the old home
farm.

Theiiarental family of our suljject iiichuled live

sons and one daughter, namely: Celia, our sulijcct,

Esten O., Elliott E., John S. aud Marcius. The
original of this sketch was reared and educated in

his native town, where he attended the common
school, and after reaching his majority engaged in

the mercantile business in the village of I'ascoag,

and continued to be so emploj'ed for thirteen

_years. In 1840, he removed to Mobile, Ala., of

which city he was a resident for four }-ears, dur-

ing the greater part of that time being engaged

as a wood merchant. From there he went to

New Orleans in 1844. and was engaged on a levee

for a twelvemonth, returning thence to Rhode

Island and locating at Blackstone. In 1851, he

went to California via the Nicaragua route, being

a passenger on the second boat which ever made
the journey over that route. For two years he

followed mining pursuits in the far West, and

afterward eng.aged in the real-estate business at

Downievillc, where he has built and sold several

houses at a handsome advance. Later, in 1856, he

returned to Panama, and from there pursued the

homeward journey.

In 1861, Mr. Eddy came West to Illinois and

purchased one hundred and twenty acres of land

near the city of Rockford, and three j'cars later

became the owner of the farm which he now owns

and occupies and which is pleasantly located one-

half mile from the city. Our subject has been

twice married; his first wife, Azubali Mathewson,

was born in Burrillville, K. I., and departed this

life in Blackstone in 1850. Mr. Eddy was then

married to Lucy Carpenter, a native of Charlton,

Mass. He became the father of the following-

named children: Welcome J., Warren O. and

Mathewson, all of whom are deceased, excei)ting

Warren O. Welcome J. married Isabel Severans,

and both have passed away, leaving four children:

Lillie M., Ella, Ida and Walter L. Warren ( ).

married Augusta Willoughby, by whom lie became

the f.ather of two children : Flora and Alice. Mrs.

Eddy is an active member of the Presbyterian

Church.
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When the "booiir' struck the city of RockTord,

our subject soki the greater portiou of his land,

reserving only .a few acres fcir liiniself. lie has a

pleasant home and, surnuindeil liy all the com-

forts of life, is (lassing his last da3's in that ease

aiid comfort which his early industry has won. He

has attained the advanced age of eighty-eight

_years and is widely and favoraljly known through-

out the county.

OMEK DENTON. The career of a self-

made man is linely illustrated in the history

of Mr. Denton, who commenced the battle

of life dependent upon his own resources

and who through the dithculties and draw-ljacks

common to most men has achieved successs. Upon

coming to Winneliago County, he in due time ac-

quired a large anmunt of real estate, and as the

property increased lu value, he, of course, grew in

wealth and has become one of the most prosperous

men in the county, lie lias lieen an energetic,

wide-awake man, keenly ol)servant of what is

going on around him and has conti'il>uted his full

quota to the growth and develoi)ment of his

adopted county.

The original of this sketch was born in IMiddle-

ticld, Otsego County, N. Y., Decemlier 1',), 1812.

He is the son of .lohu Denton, a native of Dutch-

ess County, N. Y., where his father, Joel Denton,

as far as is known, was born. The latter-named

gentleman served as a patriot in the Revolutionary

AVar, for a period of seven years, lie was a far-

mer b^' occupati(.>n and removed from Dutchess to

Otsego County in aliout 182;'), sijending his last

years in Widdlelield. The maiden name of hrs

wife, graudmotlicr of our sul.iject, was Harriet

Brown.

John Denton was reared to the life of a farmer

and removed to Olst'go County in bSO."), where he

was one of the early settlers in Middletield. He
there purchased a tract of timber land aud erected

a log cabin, which was the birtlq>lacc of emr sub-

ject. He was then employed in subduing nature,

clearing land, breaking prairie, etc., but with all

this labor was social and happy, having a care for

the morals and education of his children. The

maiden name of the mother of our subject was

Hannah Hubbell, who was born in Connecticut aud

spent her last days in Middletield, N. Y. The par-

ental family consisted of eight children, one of

whom is deceased. Those living are Amanda,

Ambro.se, Homer, Theron, Richard II., Rollin and

Joel.

Homer Denton, of this sketch, was reared on the

old homestead aud remembers when there were no

railroads nor canals near his home and Albany,

which was sixty- five miles distant, was the nearest

market and depot for supplies. He resided under

the parental roof assisting his father in carrying

on the farm work until 1835, when, having been

married, he came with his wife to Indiana, making

the journey ov^erland with teams to Ft. Plain,

from there b^' canal to Buffalo, where they boarded

a lake steamer, which convej'ed them to Detroit,

thence by team to La Porte. He purchased, at a

Government sale, eighty acres of land which was lo-

cated three miles from La Porte. The place bore

but few improvements, and Mr. Denton began

industriously the work of cultivating the soil, and

resided in the log cabin for two j'ears. In 1837,

he started overland with his familj' in an ox-team,

his destination being Rockford, which was at that

time little more than a hamlet, containing but

twenty families. The land in the vicinity of this

now prosperous city was owned by the Govern-

ment, and our subject, locating in the northwestern

part of Winnebago County, made a claim on what

is now the site of Durand. He there erected a log

house and a barn and by his persistent industry

and [lerseverance brought his estate to good cul-

tivation. For a time the emigrants coming into

the county bought all the surplus grain. After-

ward, Chicago becoming their place of marketing,

Mr. Denton sold his produce there, the city being

one hundred miles distant and the trip consuming

the greater part of a week.

The original of this sketch lately puichased one

hundred acres of land, which is now included in

the city of Rockford. With the exception of

twenty-three acres, he laid out the entire acreage

into lots, which he sold at a good profit. In 1871,

Mr. Denton erected a commodious residence on
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North Main Street, where he made his home for

twent}' years. He is at the present time residing

with liis granddaughter, Mrs. Lodvwood.

In 1834, tlie gentleman of wliom we write was

united in marriage with Miss May, daugliter of

.lames and Sallie (Harrison) Van Vollcenbiirg. She

was born in Middlefleld, X. Y., and departed this

life in March, 1883, greatly beloved by all wlio

knew her. Of that union was born one son. De-

Los H., wlio married Martha Thomes. Slie died

three years later. He was a second time married,

this time to Ann Lambert, by whom he became

the father of five children. One daughter. May,

was born of the first uniou of De Los H. Denton,

wlio is the wife of Elmer E. Lockwood.

Our subject casts his vote and influence in favor

of Democratic principles anil candidates. lie cast

his first vote for Martin A'an Luren. His career

has been one eminently worthy and useful to the

community in which he has resided, and his neigh-

bors and old friends unite in their testimony

to his sterling worth, integrity and valuable ser-

vices as an old resident of Rockford.

The father of our subject was a member of the

New York militia, and as a non-commissioned

officer in the War of 1812 for some months com-

manded a company. He with a company of

others was captured by the British and imprisoned

in Canada, having crossed into that country from

Lewiston, N. Y.

OLIVIER N. DRAKE, who is now living a

retired life and siiending his last days in

~j~^ his pleasant home on First .Street, in Rock-

ford, was born four miles from Cooperstown,N. Y.,

July 23, 1808. That was the home of J. Fenimore

Cooper, the noted writer, and our subject was an

old friend of tlie author. Mr. Drake grew toman-
hood under the parental roof. He was one of two

sons born unto Clinton and Nancy (Newell) Drake.

His father died in the prime of life when Oliver

was less than two years old. His mother was again

married, liecoming the wife of Homer Beadle, and
her death occurred in Otsego, N. Y., at the age of

fifty-four years. By her second marriage she had

six children.

Our subject in his j'outli learned the shoemaker's

trade and has been a merchant in that line tiirough-

out almost his entire life. In the county of his

nativity, he married Harriet Waterinan, wlm was

born in Otsego Towii>lii|i, .luly 'i."), lull, and there

si)eiit the days of her niaideiiiiood. She was a

true and affectionate wife and tender motlicr. Her

death occurred at Cooperstown, N. Y., at the age

of forty-two years. Soon after his marriage, our

subject moved to Aulnirn, N. Y. He was kee[ier

in the prison for several years. There were five

children born of this union, but only one is now
living: Oliver, who is a hardware merchant of

Rockford and a prominent and successful busi-

ness man, doing business on AVest State Street,

opposite Court House Square. He is a Knight

Templar Mason and a member of Ncvius Post No.

1, G. A. R., of Rockford. He married Miss Alice

Cobb, of Creston, 111. In the late war, he served

as a member of the Fifty-eighth Illinois lufantiy,

enlisting when merely a lioy. His brother, George

W., also wore the blue as a member of the Fifteenth

Illinois Infantry. He served three years with his

regiment, then veteranized and became First Lieu-

tenant of Company B, One Hundred and Eighth

Regiment United States Colored Troops. After

serving more than four vears, he was honoratilv

discharged, and went to New Orleans, joining the

police force of that city. He died very suddenly

in 1868.

Mr. Drake, whose name heads this record, came

with his family- to Illinois in December, 18.55, lo-

cating in Belvidere, wliere he resided for five

3-ears. He then came to Rockford, but one year

later, removed to Princeton, thence to liloom-

ington, and later to Decatur, where he spent seven

years. His next place of residence was Clinton,

where he resided for twelve years, and there, as in

other places, he was a boot and shoe merchant. He

has followed that business throughout his entire

life and in its pursuit has achieved success, gain-

ing a competence which now enables him to live

in retirement. His business career was marked by

straightforwardness and fair dealing and he won

the confidence and regard of all with whc>m he
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came in contact. About three years ago he came

to Rockfoid, purchased his pleasant home on First

Street and has since lived in retirement. He is a

member of the Universalist Church, to wliicli his

wife also belongs, and, in politics, he has been a

stanch Kepuljlican since the organization of the

party.
^ ^

\I^',U.SSELL ]MAKSH,a well-known fanner resid-

IjU^ ing on section 17, (iuilford Township, Win-

'!*S% nebago County, is a native of the Keystone

State. He was born in Bradford Count}-,

December I'J, 1819, and was one of seven children

in the famil}' of Russell and Abigail (Avcrill)

Marsh. His grandfather, Eliphalet Marsh, was liorn

ill New England, of English ancestry, and spent

his last days in Vermont. Russell Marsh, Sr., was

born in the Green Mountain State, whence he re-

moved to Pennsylvania, and after a few years

sjient in Bradford County, went to Tomiikins

County, N. Y.

Five 3'cars later, Mr. INIarsh, Sr., became a resi-

dent of Cattaraugus County, and afterwards sfjent

three years near Hudson, Ohio. Removing to Can-

ada, he there resided a year and a half, after which

he came to Illinois, locating in what is now Guil-

ford Township, where he purchased a tract of (iov-

ernment land on section 8, and began its devehip-

iiient. The last years of his life were spent at the

home of our subject. His wife was also a native

of Vermont, and a daughter of Thomas Averill. She

died at the old liomestcad. Their children were:

Maria, George, Khoda, Richard, Lucy, Russell and
Averill.

Russell Marsh, whose portrait and life-slcetcli are

herewith presented, acconiiianied his jiarents <.iii

tlieir various removals, and with them came to Ill-

inois when nineteen ^'cars of age. This countv
then seemed to he on the borders of civilization.

It was an uiiimiircived tract of wild prairie; Lock-

ford was a mere hamlet and many of the towns

and villages had not sprung into existence. Farm-
ing was done with very crude implements as com-
pared with the improved machinery of to-daj-,

and the products were hauled to market in Cliicaiio,

eighty-live miles distant.

Mr. Marsh remained under the parental roof

until his marriage. On the 10th of February,

1845, he wedded Mary A. IIa3'es, a native of Can-

ada, and a daughter of Samuel B. Hayes. Her death

occurred October 5, 1857. She left three children:

Luc3' A., wife of William Kane, of Kansas; Rhoda

E., wife of Richard Beers, a resident of S3'racuse,

Neb., and George W., who married Emily Snow,

and is living on the home farm. Mr. Marsh was

again married, March 16, 18(34, to Mrs. Maria

(Beers) Hale3'. They have an adopted daughter,

Flora. Mrs. Marsh was born in Guilford Town-
ship, May 22, 1837. Her father, Daniel Beers, was

born in Northampton County, Pa., August 6,1806,

and was of German descent. At an earl)^ age, he

was left an orphan, and for a time lived with an

uncle. When a 3'oung man, he went to New York,

and was there married, Februaiy 11, 1830, to Mary
Herrick, who was born in Batavia, N. Y^., and was

a daughter of Luther and Maiw (Johnson) Herrick.

In 1836, Mr. and Mrs. Beers came to Illinois,

few pioneers having jn-eceded tliem to AVinnebago

Count3'. They found here an almost undeveloped

tract of land, the Government surveys not having

3et been made, and the few settlers were widely

scattered. Mr. Beers made a claim on what is now
section 20, Guilford Township, and built a log

cabin, which was the birthplace of Mrs. Marsh. He
afterwards sold this farm and bought another tract

on the same section. In 1855, he removed to

Green County, Wis., where he made his home for

ten years, and then returned to Illinois, becoming

a resident of Rockford. He afterwards spent three

3'ears upon a farm in Harlem Township, and then

returned to Rockford, where his death occurred,

April 3, 1880. His widow is still living in that

city, and undoubtedly has longer resided in this

c(jnntv than an3' other of its residents at this time.

Slie and her husband were members of the first

I\lethodist class organized in the city, and she is its

only survivor. Her long life lias been well and

worthily spent, and she has won the love and es-

teem of all with wli(.)in she h.as been brought in

contact.
*

Her daughter l\Iaria became the wife of Oscar

Haley. September 25. 1856. He was born in Chat-

ham, N. II., August 18, 1833, and emigrated to





,^^^^f

iA i

'sfc^A^

i ^i^/-a^> OA.^/^



-f>

tA.^ ^.-^'t.cAje t.^

L





PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 717

Wi,sL'(ini>in in ISfjo. In the siuiuiioi' he worked at

faniiini:: and in the winter season he taui;ht seliocd.

During' the hite war, lie enlisted Si'iitenilier 12,

l,s(jl, in the Fifth Wisconsin I'.atterv, and died

during the service at Jackson, Tenn.. Xovemlier 13,

l.S()2, thus giving his life in defense of his coun-

try.

luunediately after his first marriage, Mr. Maish

located upon the farm which is still his honie, in-

cluding one hundred and sixty acres of highly im-

proved land on section 17, Guilford Township.

He is an industrious and enterprising agriculturist

and a worthy citizen. In polities, he is a Ueijuli-

lican.

^|r-~-j^^jIC'llAKD MARSH, who has long been a

resident of Guilford Township, Winnebago

County, and now resides on section 16,

\^ claims Pennsylvania as the State of his na-

tivity. He was born in Litchfield Township, Brad-

ford County, and is the second son of Russell and

Abigail (Averill) Marsh, who are mentioned in the

sketcli of Russell Marsh, Jr., on another page of

this work. Our subject came to Illinois with his

parents in 1838, and has been a resident of Guil-

ford Township since that time. He has witnessed

the develoi)ment of the couut3' from an almost

unbroken wilderness, has seen its wild lands trans-

formed into Ijeautiful farms, wliile cities and vil-

lages have sprung up and the work of progress

and civilization been carried forward until Winne-
bago County ranks among the best in the State.

On starting out in life for himself, Mr. Marsh
heg.an working as a farm hand by the month. He
was industrious and enterprising and by IS 11 had

saved enough from his earnings to purchase a

forty-acre tract of land, a part of his present

farm. He has been very successful as an agricul-

turist and from time to time has added to his

landed possessions, until now two hundred and ten

acres of highly improved land pay tribute to his

care and cultivation. His improvements are

among the best in the township, including good
buildings and all the .accessories of a model farm.

On the 12th of September, 1842, Mr. Marsh was

32

joined in wedlock with Miss Sarah (.'. Watson, who
was born in L^'th, Yorkshire, England, Se[)teniber

12, 1824. Her father, Leonard Watson, was born

in the same county and in 1832 came with his fam-

ily to America, locating in Toronto, Canada. He
participated in the Patriot War of the rebellion of

Canada in 1837, was capture(l, taken as a prisoner to

England, tried for treas(jn and was sentenced to

banishment in \an Dienieirs Land. He was |iar-

doned, however, on condition that he would not

settle within fifty miles of the British i)ossessions

in America, and so he returned to this country in

1839 and became a resident of Guilford Towii^hiii,

where he purchased a tract of land fin section 8,

and engaged in farming until his death, which

occurred in 1841. He wms killed by tlie falling of a

tree. His wife bore the maiden name of Ann Hill.

She, too, was born in Yorkshire, England, and there

spent her entire life. After her death, he wedded

Sarah Hill, a sister of his first wife, who survived

Mr. Watson some years and passed away in 18G7.

The union of Mr. and jNIrs. Marsh has l)een

blessed with three children: Leonard, .\verill A.

and Fannie A. The parents have a [ileasant home
and are people held in high regard throughout

this community. In politics, Mr. Marsh is a stal-

wart Republican. Au enterprising and progress-

ive farmer, a public-spirited and valued citizen,

he justly deserves mention in the history of his

adopted county, where he has so long made his

home, and we are also pleased to present his por-

trait to our readers.

«^ LEXANDER C. LANSING, Rockford, 111.

Among the popular grocers doing business

i) in this section of the city none enjoy a

better reputation than Mr. Lansing, who
is a member of the well-known firm of Lansing it

Fiddock, whose business quarters are at No. .517

East State Street. This establishment, which was

started under its present title in 1891, could not

be more admirably arranged and provided with

every convenience for business purposes, and con-

tains one of tlie finest lines of staple and fancy

groceries to be found in this part of the city. The
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firm was originally Swets Sz Lansing, continuing

so for two years, when Mr. Swets retired.

Mr. Lansing came to Rockforcl in 1871, and was

engaged for abont eighteen years in the dour and

feed business, and has been all these years on East

State Street, near his present place of business. He

is an excellent business man, looks after the inter-

ests of his customers with zealous care, and guar-

antees all orders being filled with the best in the

market. As might be supposed, he has met with

well-merited success.

Our subject was born in Saratoga County, N. Y.,

January 12, 1840, and was eight years old when his

parents removed to Montgomery County, of that

State. He there grew to manhood, and became

familiar with the duties of farm life, his father

being a successful agriculturist. He was carefully

reared by good Christian parents and he has ever

endeavored to follow in their footsteps, being at

the present time a worthy member of the Centen-

nial Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he has

been Steward for six j'ears.

Our subject's father, Cornelius Lansing, was born

in the Empire State and was descended from a long

line of agriculturists; he himself followed farming

all his life. He was a much esteemed citizen, and

his death, which occurred when he was seventy-one

years of age, was the occasion of universal sorrow.

He had married Miss Lj'dia Reed in Saratoga

County, N. Y., of which place she was a native.

Her death occurred in Lewis County in the summer

of 1883, when seventy-eight years of age. She was

a Methodist in her religious belief and her husband

attended the same church. Of the large family

of children born to this vvorthy coujjle, two sons

and six daughters still survive.

Alexander C. Lansing took for his life com-

panion Miss Sarah E. File, and their union was

celebrated in New York State. She was born near

Troy, of tiiat State, on the 12th of .lanuaiy, 1844,

but was reared in Montgomery County, whither

her parents, Joshua and Mary File, removed

when she was quite j'oung. Loth parents, who are

now deceased, were exem})lar_y members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. Jlrs. Lansing of

this notice is a prominent member and worker in

the same church as her husband. Ho is a stroni;'

temperance advocate. The only child born to

Mr. and Mrs. Lansing, George, died when eleven

years of age. He was a bright, promising boy

and his death was a severe blow to his parents,

whose hopes were all centered upon liim.

AN ILL HAKNUIM, deceased, well de-

serves representation in this volume, for

he was one of the most honored pioneers

and oldest settlers of the county. He was

liorn in the Empire State, not far from the boun-

dary line of Connecticut, in 1778, and was a kins-

man of r. T. Barnum. His father, Elias Barnum,

was also born in New York and there spent his en-

tire life, following the occu|)ation of farming.

Our subject passed the days of his boyhood and

youth in the State of his nativity, and when a

joung man went to Connecticut, where he met and

married Lorana Hoyt, a native of that State, and a

descendant of a prominent Connecticut family.

After their marriage, they began their domestic

life in the township of Danbuiy, Fairfield County,

Conn., and upon that farm all of their six children

were born, viz: Adelia who died in Rockford at

the age of eighty-two years, at the home of her

sister Cynthia; Maria B., wife of Phenias Howes;

Emily died in earlj' maidenhood, in 1838; Hoyt

B., a retired citizen of Rockford, whose sketch ap-

pears elsewhere in this work; Harrison is living a

retired life on East State Street; and Cynthia is

living at her palatial home at No. 113 East Street.

She also owns a farm in Cheriy Valley Township

and other valuable [n'operty.

In 1838, IMr. Barnum came with his wife and

family to this county, and purchased a claim of

one hundred and sixty acres belonging to a Mr.

Jewett in Cherry Valley Township. As soon as the

land came into market, he went to Galena, and

purchased it of the Government. The family bore

all the hardships and trials of frontier life and met

with all the experiences of the pioneer, but as the

years passed by and the county became more

thickly settled, those early difficulties passed away

and they enjoyed prosperity. In his agricultural
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pursuits, Mr. Barnuin was quite successful and at

length accumulated a comfortable competence. His

wife, who proved a true and faithful lielpniate to

him, died in 1849, at their home in Ciicrry Valley

Township, at the age of sixt3--eighl years, and was

mourned by many friends.

Mr. Barnum afterwards came to Rnckford

and spent the remainder of his life in retirement,

enjoying the rest which he so truly earned. He lived

to a ver}' advanced age, but retained his mental

and physical faculties to the last. He passed away

November 8, 1870, at the age of ninety-two years.

He had long been a resident of the county and had

liorne an important part in its npbuikling and ad-

vancement in an earlj' day. His success in life was

all due to his own efforts. He left to his daughter

a handsome propert}' and a fine home. Miss Bar-

num is a kind and sympathetic lady, well known

throughout this community and lield in iiigli es-

teem for her sterling worth.

PAVID W. EVANS, who is engaged in agri-

) cultural pursuits on section 31, Harlem

Township, has been a resident of Winne-

bago Count)' since 1856, and is numbered among

its honored early settlers. He has, therefore, been

an eye-witness of its growth and development,

and has participated in its upbuilding and ad-

vnncement, so that he is well worthy of re[)re-

sentation in this volume.

Our subject was born in Grenville, Argenteuil

County, Canada, November 30, 1840, and is of

English descent. His grandparents, John and

Jane Evans, were both natives of Hull, England,

and the latter died in that country. Mr. Evans

afterwards married again and came to America,

settling in Canada in 1820. He there spent the

remainder of his days. The father of our suljject,

James Evans, was also born in Hull, England,

and was quite young when his mother died. He
wa.s afterwards apprenticed to the wagon-maker's

trade, serving a term of six and one-half years.

On attaining his majority, he crossed the broad

Atlantic to Canada, and engaged in farming in

Grenville until 1856, which year witnessed his

arrival in Illinois. He bought a tract of land in

Cherry Valley Township, Winnebago County,

and there engaged in farming until his death. He
was married in Canada to Ann Campbell, who was

born in 1802, and was a daughter of Robert Camp-

bell, who was of Scotch-Irish parentage. She still

survives her husband and makes her home in

Rockford. The family numbers eight children,

as follows: Rebecca J., James, Eiihraini, John,

Robert, David, .Joseph and Janet.

We now take up the [lersonal history of Mr.

Evans whose name heads this record. He siieiit

his early boyhood d.ays in his native land, and at

the ,age of sixteen came with his parents to Illi-

nois. He aided his father in the farm work until

the spring of 1861, when lie rented land and en-

gaged in fanning on his own acr<Miiil, but in Sep-

tember of that year he abandoned liis work in the

field and enlisted in the Eighth Illinois Cavalry,

serving in the Army of the Potomac until after the

close of the war. He participated in all the cam-

paigns, marches and battles of the regiment and

served under MacCleilan, Burnside, Hooker, Mead

and Grant, and the following cavalry olticers:

Pleasanton, Bufert and Sheridan. He i)artici-

pated in the Grand Review at W.ashington at the

close of the war, and, with his regiment, was hon-

orablj' discharged on the 25th of July, 1865. He

proved himself a faithful soldier, ever found at

his post of duty. He also had two lir<_illiers in the

arm)'—one who died in Tennessee, and the other

who was killed in Virginia.

During his service, Mr. Evans had purchased a

farm in Cherry Valley Township, and on his re-

turn engaged in its cultivation. On the 27tli of

April, 1868, he married Emma J. Conklin, a na-

tive of Oneida County, N. Y., and a daughter of

James S. and Theresa J. (Martin) Conklin. Their

union has been blessed with seven children. They

are as follows: Jesse R., Olive G., Nettie N.,

Rub)' F., Alice J., Harry G. and Florence.

The family continued to reside on the farm in

Cherry Valley Township until 1883, when Mr.

Evans purchased a tract of land on section 31,

Harlem Township, where he h.as since made his

home. He is a progressive and intluenti.al citizen

of this community and is widely and favorably
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known tUrougliout the eoiuUy whore he lias re-

sided since a lad of sixteen years. He is hiii^hly

esteemed for liis sterling;' worth aud the upright

life he has led. Soeially, he is a memlier (if Nevius

Pdst No. I.(i. X. 1\.; Harmony Grange No. 1157;

and Ilnrleni t'anip No. 661, BI. W. A.

^'IIOMAS BUCHANAN. It is with pleasure

that we recount the history of tliis gentle-

man, who is at [iresent residing in Koek-

ford. He has imdergoue many hardsliips and

privations that he might bring about the prosper-

ous condition of this section which we see to-day.

He has been very successful in his business inter-

ests and for the past two years has lived re-

tired from active life.

Lanarkshire, Scotland, was the native home of

our subject, bis birth occurring in the village of

Shotts in May, 1836. His direct progenitor, John

Buchanan, was a native of that shire, as was also

his grandfather, Thomas. The latter-named gen-

tleman was a molder by trade and spent his en-

tire life in Scotland. His wife bore the maiden

name of Ann Glen; she was born in Scotland,

and there her decease occurred.

The father of our subject also followed the oc-

cupation of a molder, and in his native town mar-

ried Miss Agnes Black, the mother of our subject,

who was l>orn in the parish of Shotts and is a

daughter of William Black. To them were born a

family of live children, namely: Thomas, Agnes,

William, John and Robert. Our subject aud his

brother .lohn are the only niemljers of the family

who came to the New World. The latter resides

in Sacramento, Cal.

The original of this skelch commenced at the

early age of ten years to learn the trade of a

molder, which occupation he followed for seven

years in Glasgow, then, in !!St7, he set .--ad from

that city on the packet "Henry Clay," and landed

in New Ycirk after a voyage of thirty-three days.

From that city he went to Woonsocket Falls, R. I.,

and was employed until lS.")j with the Woon-
socket Furnace Company.

On the above-named date, Mr. Buchanan came

to Illinois and located on a farm which he had

[ireviously purchased eight miles north of Belvi-

dere. There he was engaged in cultivating the

soil for a twelvemonth, and in the sjiring of 1856

came to Rockford, at once entering the employ

of Emerson. Talcott iV CVmipany. Remaining with

them a few weeks, our subject engaged to work

with Clark A- Utter, by whom he was employed

until 1858, when he went to California via New
York and the Isthmus of Panama. He worked in

the mines for seven mouths, then started a foundry

at Downieville, Sierra County, where he remained

until 1862, and then returned to Rockford aud

worked for F. H. Manny, with whom he con-

tinued for twenty-six j'ears, the greater part of

the time acting as foreman of the foundry. As

before stated, JMr. Buchanan" has retired from ac-

tive vork and is residing in his present home on

the street which bears his name.

Our subject and Miss Jane Smith were united

in marriage in July, 1847. Mrs. Buchanan was

born in Renfrewshire, town of Neilston, Sccjtland,

and deiiartei! this life in 1878. To them was

born tine son, Thomas J., who married Alice

Brownell and is the father of two children, Jennie

and Bertha. He of whom we write is an Elder in

the First Presbyterian Church and, in politics,

votes with the Republican party. For sis years

he was a member of the School Board and has

been otherwise very actively interested in local

affairs. The present wife of our subject, to whom
he was married in 1878, was Miss Mary Cunning-

ham, a native of Renfrewshire, Scotland.

_y

p^ AMUKL C. WINTHROW. In the line of

^S^^ tine car[iets, draperies, brass goods, etc., etc.

]ll/_^j the city of Rockford stands second to

none, a fact in which its citizens may well

take pride in these days of intense competitive

effort. In this age of refinement, wealth, and

enterprise, the demands of all classes for artistic

productions are mmi' exacting than ever before,

and in no liranch of trade is this more evident

than that in which the lirm of Winthrow, Baird &
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Co. is engaged. This linn make a specialty- of

interior decorating, tlie same introduced lately,

and are located in the Stewart Block, where they

iiave a fine room, 135x44 feet. "Wintlirow & Baird

liave been in business together since April, 1880,

and have, until quite recently, been located at No.

122 South Main Street, where, besides doing a de-

corating business, they carried a large and full line

of dry-goods. Seeing the need of a house in Rock-

ford that would make a specialty of interior de-

corating, they established themselves in the most

favorable location for the business, and have been

rewarded by the signal success they have achieved.

Mr. Winthrow has been actively engaged in busi-

ness in this city for many years, while Mr. .T. N.

I5aird, who came here from McGregor, Iowa,

where he was engaged for a number of years as a

dry-goods merchant, has only resided here since

18811. During that time, iiowever, he has impressed

tiie people as a man of sound judgment, excellent

taste, and much energy. Blr. Wintlirow came to

Roekford in June, 1861, .and engaged in the dry-

goods business on his own account, but at the end of

ten years, liaving a true artist's eye for harmony of

colors and beautiful effects, he connected with his

business a line of house decorations, which he car-

ried on jointly and successfully with his former

business until 1892. Since that time, the firm has

estalilished the latter line of business entirely.

With the exception of a ]\Ir. Dennett, who is still

in business in this city, Mr. Winthrow is the oldest

dry-goods merchant in Roekford. The honorable

and equitaljle methods of this gentleman and his

partner inspire the utmost confidence, and their

energy and enterprise are reaping a well-merited

reward.

Our subject came to this city from Cincinnati,

Ohio, where he had a thorough training as a seller

of dry-goods, in both the retail and wholesale de-

partments, being connected for sonve time with the

old dry-goods firm of Shaw, Buel, Barber <fc Co.,

and having a natural aptitude for tliat business, he

has been unusually successful. lie was born in

London, Madison County, Ohio, and there passed

his boyhood and received his education. At an

early age, he began clerking in a dry-goods store

in his native town and sul)sequently went to Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, where he remained, actively engaged

in business, until coming to this city.

Prominent in all enter|)rises of a laudalilc na-

ture, Jlr. Winthrow is particularly sf) in educa-

tional and religious matters, having been one of

tlie greatest, if not tlie greatest, Sunday-scliool

worker in the county. Out of llie thirty years lie

has lieen a resident of this city, twenty years have

been sjient as Superintendent of the Court Street

Jlethodist I^piscopal Church and he has been an

official member of the same for years. lie h.as been

a delegate to the State Sunday-school Convention

a number of times and when the National Conven-

tion met at Newark, N. .T., he w.as one of the de-

legates from this State. He has lieen an energetic

worker in this direction and has been in every

church and schoolhouse in the county. He gives

new imjietus and life to old Sunday-schools an<l

organizes new ones; he seems never to tire, and

still the good work goes on. A stanch Republican

in his piilitical views, JNIr. Winthi'ow works iiard

for his parly, and is a live man in all local affairs.

The parents of our suliject, Robei't and Ann
(Carr) Winthrow, were natives of jMadison County,

Ohio, and there passed their entire days. The fa-

ther was a prominent farmer of his native county,

but the last twenty years of Jiis life were spent as a-

shipper of cattle. He died when seventy-seven

years of age. His father w.as a Virginian, of Eng-

lish descent, and became an early settler of London
Township, Madison County, Ohio, where he took

up and improved Government land. He assisted

in building the old National IJoail and was a

prominent man in his day. The wife of Robert

Winthrow died when seventy-two years of age.

Her parents had come to Ohio from the Old Dom-
inion at an early day, improved Government land,

and were well known to the people of that county.

Both the Winthrow and Carr families were Meth-

odists in their religious views, and were AVIiigs

and Republicans in politics.

Samuel Winthrow was married, in Peoria, 111., to

Mrs. Saliie Irwin, nee McFarland, a native of Pitts-

burg, Pa., who came of Scotch-Irish ancestors, in-

heriting her thrift and industry from the former

and her wit and sociability from the latter. She

was reared and educated in her native citv and was



722 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

there maniL'il to Mnj. S. C'. Irwin, wlio wns in an

Ohio ReginK'nt and who was killed at the iiattle

of Lookont Mountain, wlien in tlie prime of life.

He received his regular jironiotions, was a liravc

and gallant olHeer and fought bravely in defense

of the Union. He left no children.

Mr. and Mrs. Wintlirow are without children of

their own but they have adopted one son, christ-

ened Fritz, wlio is now in the fruit Inisiness in

Gait. C'al., and who is a |)roniising young man. INIr.

and Mrs. Wintlirow are prominent in social and

religious matters, and are pleasantly located on

Remington liluff, south of the city.

|lf_^ ARiMON B. S( )PKR, who is now living a

'F )j)
'''^f'''''f^ 'if'' '^^' ''i* I'lcasant home at No. 703

!^^ East State Street, has been a resident of

(^) Rockford since lS(5-2. He is a native of

Oneida County, N. Y., liorn in l.Sl'J. His father,

Philo Soper, was a native of Connecticut and mar-

ried Hannah Goodwin, who was also born in tliat

State. After their marriage, tliey removed to

Oneida County, N. Y., locating in the wilderness

of Vernon, and there made their home until called

to their final rest. The death of the father oc-

curred at the age of seventy-eight years, and his

wife died in the sixty-sixth year of her age. They
were both members of the Congregational Church

and highly respected people. Mr. Soper served

throughout tiie War of IHI'2 as Fife Major and

was stationed at Sackctt's llarlior. His parents

were also natives of tlie Nutmeg State, and both

lived to an advanced age. Tlie husband, who
followed farming throughout his entire life,

reached the advanced .'ige of ninety-six years.

Our subject is the only !^ur\iving member in a

family of seven cliildren. He made his home in

the eonntj' of his nativity until his emigration

Westward. For eight years lie had served as a

clerk in a large mercantile estalilisliment of Svra-

cuse, N. Y., and there gained an excellent knowl-

edge of business and its methodis. On coming to

Rockford, he opened a fancy-goods store and did

business in that line until 18Ht), at the same time

keeping wagons on the road as dealers with coun-

try merchants. For some j'ears, he has also sold

goods, as a commercial traveler, for the Rockford

Clothing Company, the Rockford Overall Com-

liany and the H. W. Price Mitten Company. He

has an excellent reputation .as a successful sales-

man and much of his life has been devoted to

that business.

In the township of A'ernon, Oneida C'ounty,

N. Y., j\Ir. Soper was united in marriage with Miss

Susan P. Hrown, daughter of Leonard and Phebe

(Snow) Brown. They were early settlers of On-

eida County, and there her father developed and

improved a farm, upon which he made his home

until his death at the age of three-score years and

ten. His wife had also reached the age of seventy

years at the time of her death. Both were members

of the Congregational Church and were descended

from old New England families. Their children

were nine in number, but Mrs. Soper is the only

one now living By her marriage she has become

the mother of three children: Elizabeth, who died

at the age of fourteen; Nellie B., wife of H. A.

Leland, of Portland, Ore., an employe of the North-

ern Pacific Railroad Company, and Mattie G., wife

of George W. Leach,of Philadelphia, Pa., an employe

of the Penns3'lv<inia Central Railroad Company.

Iioth ]\Ir. and Mrs. Soper hold membership with

the ^lethodist Church, and, in politics, he is a sup-

porter of Republican principles. His life has been

well and worthily spent and the success with

which it has l)een crowned is entirely due to his own

efforts.

d****!
3igj?..5..}.^..j.F

j»p^i LIZABETH S. (FOX) WHrnT.E is num-

H^ bered among the early settlers of Winne-

(mL^i bago County. It was the husbands and

fathers who cleared the land, made the farms and

in that way developed the count}-, but the wives

and mothers also bore an important ])art in its up-

Iniilding, .and among these should be mentioned

the lady whose name heads this record. She was

born in Porter, Oxford County, Me., .and is de-

scended from an old New England family. Her

father, Luther Fox, was .also born in I'orter and

w.as a son of Edwin Fox, a native of New England
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and of English descent. He followed farming

throughout his entire life, served in the War of

1812, and died in the town of Porter. His wife

also passed awa}' in that locality.

The father of Mrs. Whittle was reared to agri-

cultural pursuits, and to that work devoted his

energies throughout life. He continued to make

his home in Maine until 18C9, when he came to

Illinois, his death occurring at the home of his

daugliter, Mrs. Whittle, in 1889, at the age of

eight}--five jears. He married Betsj' Sawyer,

also a native of the Pine Tree State and a daugh-

ter of the Rev. James Sawyer, a Baptist clergy-

man of Maine, who preached in various places

and died in Buxton, Me. The Fox famih' num-
liered six children, namely: Mrs. Whittle, of this

sketch; Thaddeus, Abigail, Mitti, .Tames and

Mareia.

Elizabeth Fox spent the days of her maiden-

hood in the county of her nativity, and in 1855

became the wife of Hiram H. Cole, also a native

of Maine, and a son of Hiram and Sophronia (War-

ren) Cole. He had previously engaged in teach-

ing in that State, but after his marriage emigrated

Westward, accompanied by his joung bride. They
came to Rockford, where they resided until 1858,

when they removed to Arkansas, and in tiiat State

Mr. Cole engaged in teaching school until his

death, which occurred in August, 1862. His widow
afterward returned to Rockford, and in January,

1865, became the wife of Charles AVhittle, an hon-

ored pioneer of Winnebago County and an ex-

tensive and wealthy farmer of Guilford Township.

He was born in Canada, about twent3- miles east

of Detroit, and was a son of John and Betsy Whit-

tle. His bojhood daj's were spent in his native

land, where he resided until 1837, when he came
to Illinois and spent one season in Winnebago
Countj'. He then returned to Canada, but in

the year 1838 again came to this State. Nearlj-

all of the land was still in its primitive con-

dition and yet in possession of the Govern-
ment. Mr. Whittle purchased a squatter's claim

in Guilford Township and at once began the

development and improvement of a farm. He
hauled his grain to Chicago, for no railroad had
been built at that time. He was industrious and

enterprising, a man of good judgment and excel-

lent business ability, and became well-to-do. At
the time of his death, which occurred in 1881, he

was the owner of a valuable farm of two hundred

and forty acres, under a high state of cultivation

and well improved with good buildings.

Mrs. Whittle is still living on the old homestead

and is one of the highly esteemed ladies of this

community. She has three children. Charles S.,

who was born of her first marriage, is now a resi-

dent farmer of Guilford Township, and the chil-

dren of her second marriage are Carrie A., wife of

Abrani Davis, of the same township; and Fred J.,

who operates the home farm.

%A\W A. MOORE, late of Caledonia Town-
ship, Boone Conntj', was born September

18, 1836, in Taunton, Mass. His father,

Alexander Moore, was born in Ireland, of

Scotch ancestry, and on coming to America lo-

cated in the Bay State, where he made his home
for a number of jears, and later, coming to Boone

County, died on his farm in Boone Township.

The maiden name of his wife was Ellen Kirk, also

a native of Ireland, who died on the home farm in

this county. Like her husband, she was a devoted

member of the Presbyterian Chuich in carl}- life,

but during her last years united with the Method-

ist Episcopal denomination.

David Moore was quite young when brought to

the Prairie State by his parents, and was reared on

the farm, and educated in the schools of his dis-

trict. Soon after his marriage, which occtn-red in

September. 1861, he settled on the farm where his

family now reside, it being a portion of the old

Cornwell homestead. The maiden name of the

wife of Mr. Moore was Fannie Cornwell, a daughter

of William Cornwell. She was born October 3,

1843, in tills township, while her father, and grand-

father. Thomas Cornwell, were natives of Canada.

The latter-named gentleman came to Illinois about

1816, and, locating in Boone County, purchased a

large tract of land, upon which he was residing at

the time of his death. The grandmother of our
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subject, pvinr to her marriage, was Chine Emery;

she was also a native of Canaila. and died on tlie

liome farm in I'.oone Townshi]i.

William toriiwell was marricil in ( 'anada. where

he resided until l.SIl, at wliirli time he came to

Illinois, making tlie removal o\ei'land with ox-

teams. He located a tract of ( iovcrnmentland on

what is nfiw section 2.") of this township, and

erected the log honsc in which Mi's. Moore was

liorn. Ilcie he made his home until his decease in

184'J. His wife, who was horn in New .Terscy, was

Miss Sarah, daughter of t'hrislophi'r and Fanny

(I'.nrci'oft) Little, the latter of whom is still living

in roplai- (ir(Ae. To our subject and his wife has

bcrn horn <inc son, NV'ill A. ( )ur subject is a mem-

ber of the Ancient ( )nler of I'nited Workmen.

ARTIN r,. NEFF. Among the well-to-do

farmers of Flora Township, Boone County,

who have been the architects of their own
fortunes, we may |)roperly mention the

subject of this notice who was born in Antis Town-
ship, lilair County, Pa.. OctolicrSl. 1S44. He is

the representative of a substantial old family of

German ancestry, lieing the son of .lohn and i\Iary

Neff, also natives of the abo\ e-named State and

county. The grandfather of o\u- subject, .Tonathan

Neff, was likewise born in the ICcystone State and

on lemoving from New York" to lilair County pur-

chased a tract of land in tlie latter [ilace which he

farmed until his decease.

The father of our subject was reared in his na-

tive country, where his decease occurred in 18.55.

He had been married to i\[ary C'hrisman, whose

birth occurred in the county of which he w.as a n.a-

tive. Prior to her marriage with jMr. Neff, she was

the wife of Lewis McCartney. In 18G1, slie came
to Illinois and spent her last days in Flora Town-
ship, dying in 18G5. She w.as the mother of three

children: .Touathan, David, who died in infancy,

and Martin B., our subject. The surviving broth-

ers are associated together in farming and are

more than ordinarih' successful in their calling.

He of whom we write w.as a lad of twelve years

when his father died and he continued to reside

with bis mother .and attend school in seasons when

not eng.aged upon the farm. When uiueteen years

of .age, he came to Illinois and located on section

27, which is his present farm. In December, 1865,

he was married to ]\Lartha E. McKee, who was born

in this county, the daughter of Samuel McKee.

I\Ir. and Mrs. NefT are the parents of seven chil-

dren: Zilda M., Mar^', Bernice, Gertie, Wallace,

Ralph and Harry. The mother is a member of the

Methodist Eiiiscopal Church and with her husband

is connected with the Royal Neighbors' Lodge. Mr.

Neff is a Republican in politics, and in social mat-

ters is a member of Belvidere Lodge No. CO, A. F.

et A. M., Fhn-a Lodge No. 624, M. W. A., Excelsior

Lodge No. 2654, P. of L. and during the war was

a member <.if the Union League.

Elsewhere in this volume will be noticed a view

of the attr.active homestead of Mr. Neff.

^€M^&^^^^m^^
^RANK E. HOLMES. This gentleman needs

S] little introduction to the people of Winne-

bago Count}', as he has long been recog-

nized as one of the leading citizens of Rockford,

where his birth occurred M.ay 7, 1855. He is uni-

versall}' popular in both social and business cir-

cles and is possessed of more than ordinary ability,

together with the energy and enterprise which sel-

dom fail to win. He is at present residing in a

Iieautiful home located at No. 1802 East State

Street, a view of which is shown on another page,

and which is linished and furnished in a manner

that indicates its inmates to he people of educa-

tion .and means. The home farm of Mr. Holmes

has been laid out m city lots, but has not yet been

.annexed. It is located in what is conceded to be

the finest suburb of Rockford, and it is only a

question of asliort time until it will become a por-

tion of the city.

IloUis II. Holmes, the father of our subject, was

one of the [rioneers of Rockford, having been a

resident here since 183!), at which time he made

the removal from Sparta, Elgin County, Canada.

He w.as liorn in North I^ast, Putnam Connt3-,N. Y.,

April 15, 1810. His father, William Holmes, was

born in Greenwich, Fairfield Count}', Conn., on
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the 1st of June, 1779, and died in Danbuiy, tlie

same State, when advanced in years Hollis II.

Holmes when a young man went to C'nnadn, wliere

lie learned the trade of a shoemaker, and was en-

gaged in that business until his removal ti) Rock-

ford, as above stated.

At the time the elder Mr. Holmes located in this

county, the city of Rockford was little more than

a hamlet and the surrounding country w.as mostly

owned l\v the Oovernment. Mr. Holmes followrd

his trade in the town for a time and in ISlfi

purchased a farm near the city, for which he paid

*12 per acre and which includes one hundred and

twenty acres. Chicago and Savanna were the

nearest markets of the settlers, and they were thus

obliged to live mostly off the products of the farm.

The father of oui' subject soon established a nurs-

ery in this count3% which he successfull}' operated

until his decease, August 2, 1859. He was married,

June 15, 1837, to Sar.ah Mooi'e, a native of Sparta,

Elgin County, Canada. Her father, John Moore,

was a native of New York City, as was also the

grandfather, who was a real-estate dealer. The

latter-named gentleman removed from New York

to Canada, where his decease occurred in Sparta.

The maternal grandfather of our subject went

to Canada when a young man, where he was fine

of the pioneers of P>lgin Connt^'. He purchased

two thousand acres of land in Norwich, Oxford

County, and eight hundred acres in Yarmouth

Townshi]), Elgin County. Upon the latter tract

he erected a log house, where he resided with the

family until 1836, when a comfortalile brick resi-

dence was constructed. Mr. Moore cleared six

hundred acres of the estate where his decease oc-

curred. In addition to farming, he dealt exten-

sively in live stock, driving them through to St.

Catherines, to Ruffalo, .and occasionally to New
York City.

The maiden name of his wife, the grandmother

of our subject, was Deborah C. Stockton, a native

of New Jersey, and the daughter of John and Hes-

ter (Wilson) Stockton; she died at the home of her

daughter in Norwich, when seventj'-one years of

age. The mother of our subject passed away in

1885 after having reared a famil3- of three chil-

dren: George House, Edward Moore and Frank E.

He of whom we write was educated in Rockford,

which has always been his hoiiie. In l.S'.)0. the

home farm was laid o\itiii city lots ami is now-

known as tho-'iliglilands.'" .Mr. Holmes was uiMr-

ried, Septemher 21. 1S7(;. to Clara Wiley, who
was horn in Hanover, .lo Daviess Count\, III.,

and a daughter of :Mead and .lane (Johnson) A\'ilcy.

The father of Mrs. Holmes was horn in I'liila-

delphia, P.a., and his fatlier, Henry Wiley, hailed

from Ireland and when making iiis home in this

conntry located in I'hiladelphia. He linally came
to Illinois and deiiarted this life at Galena. The

maiden name of his wife was Catherine Lcighey.

who died in Hanover, this State, firm in the faith

of the Methodist Church. Mead Wiley was reared

in Pennsylvania and going to Galena when a

young man resided there foi- a few years ami then

settled on a tract of land in Hanover. In I.s7:'i.

however, he went to Washington Territory, and

now resides at San .luan, where he has a line fruit

farm. He w.as prominent, in local affairs and

served his fellow-townsmen as Justice of the Peae(\

The mother of Mrs. Holmes, who was also born

in England, came to this country when quife

j'Oung, both of her iiarents dying while en route

on the ocean. The mother died in Hanover, this

State, at a good old age. 'I'o our sulijecl and his

wife have lieen born three children: George ]•],].

ward, Hattie Wiley and Harry I'.llsworth. Mi-, and

Mrs. Holmes are members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church and, in polities, onr subject votes with

the Republican party. Socially, he belongs to tin-

Riverside Camp No. 20, M. W. A.

ip=^ WEN A. JOHNSON, one of the well-

^^^ known Swedish residents of Rockford, and

l^l^j) President of the Rockfonl Central Furni-

ture Ciunpany, was born on the 12th of

November, 1S31, in Sweden. In his youth he

learned the tailor's trade, which he followed until

coming to America in the year 1852. Bidding

good-bye to his old home, lie sailed on the 13tli of

April, and, after a long and tedious voyage of

fortj'-seveu days, landed in New York City on the
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30th of J\lay. lie afterward started Westward to

Roekford, and along the way did journeyman

work at ( Jeneva and Klgin, arriving at his destina-

tion in ^'oveiiiher. His parents never left their

native land, hut lived and died in Sweden. The

father was eighty-four years of age at the time of

his death. A sister and two brothers, however,

followed our suliject to this country and lived in

Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Mr. .Johnson w.as married in Roekford to Miss

Emily Peterson, who was horn in Sweden in 1842,

and when a maiden of ten summers came to this

country and to Roekford, with her parents, C. N.

and .Johanna Peterson, who settled on a farm in

Seward Township, where they made a good farm.

Subsequently, the}' removed to Pecatonica, where

Mr. Peterson is still living at the age of seventy-

five years. His wife died in 1891, at the age of

eighty j-ears. Thev were both members of the

Lutheran Church, and the parents of our subject

wei-e of the same belief. Nine children graced the

nnion of Mr. and Mrs. .Johnson: Ililma; Amanda,
wife of August Peterson, of Roekford, Secretary

<if the Central Furniture Companj-; Eda D., book-

keejier for that company; Armer E., book-keeper

in the Third National Bank; Victor M., a gradu-

ate of the High School, now assisting his father in

business; Cora. Edmund M., and Maud and Linus

(twins) are still under the parental roof. The
cliildren have all Jieeii provided with good educa-

tional advantages, and their family is one of which

the parents may well lie proud.

Mr. Johnson is connected with many leading

business enterprises of the city. In 18711, the

Roekford Central Furniture Conijiany was organ-

ized, and he has since been its President. They
emiiloy one hundred and twenty-live hands in the

factory, and two commercial travelers are on the

road selling their goods. Mr. .Johnson is also a stock-

holder in the Star Furniture Company, the Roj'al

Sewing IMachine Company, recently organized, and
has been Treasurer of the Swedish Building and
Loan Association since it was established. He is a

member of a land syndicate in this city, and other

local entei-prises, and is a stockholder in the Third

National I'.ank. In 1S62, he opened a merchant

tailoring est.ablisliuu'nt, and some time later formed

a partnershiii with .John Erlander. About 1870,

he established a gents' furnishing goods store, and

in 188.5 admitted to partnership G. A. AVanstrom,

who had purchased John I>rlander's interest. They

now have a fine and well-kept store, 80x22 feet,

located at No. 420 E.ast State Street. Mr. Johnson

is a man of excellent business ability, enterpris-

ing, sagacious and far-sighted. He has been suc-

cessful in almost ever3'tliing that he has under-

taken, yet hard work has been required to achieve

this prosperity. Upright and honorable in all

things, he is a worthy and valued citizen, and too

much cannot be said in praise of what he has done

for Roekford and its interests. Himself and family

are members of the First Swedish Lutheran Church,

of which he was one of the organizers. It now has

a membership of over two thousand, and is the lead-

ing churcli of its denomination in the cit}^ He
has also been its Trustee for man}' years. In poli-

tics, he is a stalwart Republican, and has served as

Alderman of the Sixth Ward. He owns a com-

fortable residence at No. 402 Ivishwaukee Street.

With his family he holds a high position in social

circles, .and well deserves the warm regard tendered

them. This work would be incomplete without the

sketch of Mr. Johnson, who is indeed one of the

most prominent and influential citizens of Rock-

IVjrd.

\|j
OHN THORESON, the well-known and

prosperous Norwegian citizen of Roekford,

j^^ I

has now retired from the active duties of

^^/) life, and is spending the remainder of his

days in the enjoyment of the accumulation of

former years. He resides at No. 330 South Main

.Street, and there enjoys the rest and quiet becom-

ing his years. He also owns other property on

that street, and recently refused i|20,000 for it.

Our subject was born in Christiana, Norway,

April 16, 1820, and, as he grew to manhood, learned

the wagon and carriage makers' trade, following

business on his own account for five years before

coming to the States. He was seven weeks in

crossing the ocean, and after reaching this coun-

try he located in Chicago, III., where he was en-

gaged in business for two years before coming to
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Rockford. lie was the onlj^ one of the f;imily Id

come to the United States. His only brother,

Fredrick Thoreson, was born in 1815, and was a

Luthcr.an clerg3'nian until his death, in 1876. Ho
was a prominent man in his native province, and

carried on his ministerial duties in Trondhjem all

his life.

The p.arents, Thor and Adelaide (Olson) Syver-

son, were natives of Norway, and there passed

their entire lives, both living to a good old age.

The father was a shoemaker by trade, a good and

worth}' man, and a quiet and unassuming citizen.

He and his wife were members of the Lutheran

Church of their native city, and were active work-

ers in the same.

John Thoreson came to Rockford in 18.55, and was

engaged as journeyman for some of the carriage .and

wagon establishments of the cit}- until 1866, when
he began for himself as a manufacturer of carriages

and wagons. For a number of years after begin-

ning business on his own account, he turned out

much new and complete work, keeping from ten

to twelve men constantly emplo3'ed. He invested

in valual)le property in the city, and continued to

do so until he is now a large property owner, and
one of the most substantial men of the city. He
was married in his native country, in 1848, to Miss

Martha Oslund, who was born not far from Chris-

tiana, Norway, December 4, 1822, and who was a

true helpmate to her husband until her death in

Rockford, on the 31st of August, 1887. She w.as

a devoted wife and mother, and a consistent mem-
ber of the Swedish Methodist P2piscopal Church
of Rockford for thirty years. Mr. Thoreson is also

a charter member of that church, and has been an

oflicial member for manj- years. In politics, he ad-

heres to the Republican (Jarty.

His marri.age resulted in the birth of seven chil-

dren, only two of whom arc living: Thomas, a

carriage painter of Rockford; and Matilda .L, wife

of Alfred Abrahamson, who resides with her father.

Mr. Abrah.amson is a designer, stockholder and Di-

rector in the Mantel .and Furniture Company,
of Rockford. He and his wife are the parents

of two children, Herbert and Amy.
In the year 1862, Mr. Thoreson enlisted from

Rockford, in Company K, Seventy-fourth Illinois

Infantry, and served as a i)rivato with liis regi-

ment in the Cumberland Aiiiiy. He w.is in the

battles of Perryville, Stone River and Murfrees-

boro, where lie was severely wf)undcd in the left

arm. He was sent to the lios[iilal. and w.as lliere

taken as a [irisoner of war, liemg afterward con-

fined in Libln' Prison for two montlis. He was

then exclianged and a few months later was honor-

ably discharged for dis.ability. He fought bravely

for the Union, and w.as in many fierce battles. He
is a member of the (J. L. Neviusl'ost, No. 1,0. A. R.,

at Rockford.

MOS C. SAMMONS stands amono- the

0| leaders of the stockraising and farming

i' interests of Harlem Township, Winnebago

i5g{' Count}', where he owns a farm, which in

point of cultivation and general improvement

is scarcely surpassed by any in the neighborhood.

He was born in Lincoln County, Province of On-

tario, Canada, November 4, 1839. His father,

.John J. Sammons, is a native of Orange County,

N. Y., his birth occurring December 18, 17.S2. His

father, also named John, hailed from the Empire

State, while the great-grandfather of our subject

was born in Holland and came to America during

Colonial days.

The grandfather of our subject was a f.armer and

died in Orange County, N. Y., in his ninety-sixth

j'ear, his wife departing this life at the age of

ninet3'-four jears. He was a soldier in the Revo-

lutionary War and was highly respected in his com-

munitv. John J. Sammons was reared and mar-

ried in New York and in 1812 served in the war

of that period. He went to Canada about 1823,

and purchased a tract of timber land in Lincoln

County, where he erected the log house in which

our subject w.as born. He followed his trade of a

bl.acksmith and resided there until 1856, when, .ac-

companied l\y his wife and three children, he

came to Winnebago Count>'. Locating in Har-

lem Township, he purch.ased the farm where our

subject now resides, for which he paid 822.50 per

acre, including the crop, which was in. Mr. Sam-

mons devoted his time to the cultivation of his
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f;uiii until the infinnitie.s of old age caused him to

retire. His decease uceiined Decenilier 14, 1)^83,

at the advanced age of one hundred and one years.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Anna Snnre, a native of Lincoln County,

Canada, her birth occurring (.)ctoher G, 17'.I6. She

was the daughter of John Snnre and died on the

home farm September 17, 18G(i.

Amos C. Sammons was seventeen veai's of age

when he came to this county, and at once com-

menced to assist his father in the work of the

farm; he was never separated from his parents

until their decease. He inDw owns and occupies

tlie old homestead, which he is cultivating in a

manner wliicli lirings him in tlie largest returns.

,]une 20, 18G7, he was married to Laura J. Rhodes,

a native of Roscoe Township, Winnebago County,

and the daughter of John J. Rhodes, who was born

in Oneida County, N. Y. The grandfatlier of

Mrs. Sammons, also named .lolin, was liorn in Ire-

land, of Knglish parents, and on emigrating to

j\mcrica resided for a time in jiome, N. Y., whence

he removed to JMarcellus, and operated a wocilen

mill until liis cleceasc. Tlie maiden name of his

wife was Hannah Combes.

The great-grandfather of INIrs. Sammons. Thomas

Rhodes, was liorn in Kiigland, and with three

brothers came to America, locating in liliode

Island alioiit 1710. He there married a .Aliss lUit-

ler, soon after wliicli e\'eiit lie retnine<l to Kurope

and settled in Roscrea, Ireland, where he built a

stone house and spent the rest of his days.

.lolin J. Rhodes was reared in New York State,

and after tlie death of liis wife went to Canada and

established a woolen mill near London, in com-

pany with his brother .biseiih. They ojierated

successfully together until 1837, when Mr Rhodes
came overland tii Illinois, liringing with him a

quantity of the cloth he had manufactured.

Locating in what is now Roscoe Township, he

entered a tract of Government land and erected a

sawmill which heccmducted f<u-a nnmlier of years,

his decease occurring in 185!). The mother of

Mrs. Sammons, known in her maidenliood as Pa-

melia "Wilson, was born in Kilhani, Niagara

County. Canada, and was a daiigiiter of Crowell

and Hester Wilson; she died in 1.S7.'). .Mr. and

Mrs. Sammons have four children: Fred E., Harry

L., William G. and .\nna Laura. The family are

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and,

in his political relations, our subject is a Republi-

can, casting his first vote for Abraham Lincoln.

-J- €}>^(e<^

HEODORE JOHNSON is a practical and

progressive farmer of Winneliago County,

'-^/J residing on section 19, Cherr.y Valley Town-
ship, where he owns and operates seventy-six and

one-half acres of land. His fields are well tilled,

and the many improvements seen upon the farm

indicate the thrift and enterprise of the owner.

The father of our subject, Montraville Johnson,

was born in Rensselaer County, N. X.. January

21, 1809, and was a .son of Henry Johnson, a na-

tive of Rhode Island, who died in Jefferson County,

N. Y., about 1842. He was the father of a large

family numbering ten sons and a daughter. Four

died in childhood, but seven grew to mature j'ears

and became heads of families. Three are yet liv-

ing: AVarren, who resides in Ashtabula County,

Ohio; ^Irs. Patience Whitney, and ]Montraville

Johnson. He was reared in the usual manner of

farmer lads, and acquired but a limited education.

In lloosic. N. Y., he was united in marriage to

Sarah Richmond, daughter of Frederick and I^lsie

Richmond. They were both about nineteen years

of age wlien married, and upon a farm in the Km-

pire State they began their domestic life. The

year 186G witnessed their emigration to Illinois,

and the following year Mr. Johnson purchased

fifty-six acres cjf land in l?oi_>ne County, five miles

northwest of Relvidere, where he carried on agri-

cultural pursuits until 1883. He then sold his

farm and removed to Rockford, where he made

his home for two years, after which he settled uiion

his present farm.

The parental family numbered eight children,

but five have p.assed away, all dying when quite

young. The surviving members of the family are

Delia, widow of George W. Tyler, who lives with

her father and brother; Edward R., who is living

in lloosit' Falls, N. Y.; and Theodore, of this

sketch. Neither of the sons is married. Mr. John-
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son has but one grandchild, Sanford N. Tyler,

sou of Mrs. Tj'ler, who resides with her father.

The young niau now resides in Siiokane Falls,

Wash. Mrs. Johnson was called to her liiial rest

on the ;jth of July, 1^80, and her remains were

interred in the Tobiue burial ground, near the old

home in Boone County, where the son Lorenzo

also lies.

Our subject was reared in the usual manner of

farmer lads, and to farming has devoted his entire

time and attention. He now operates his father's

land, and is considered a successful farmer, indus-

trious and enterprising. lie is widely and favor-

ably known throughout this coninuuiity, and has

many friends in the county'. In ijolitics, lie is a

supporter of Republican principles and his father

has been a life-loni>; Democrat.

r ^^.5.^4.

[/_^ lALaiER H. STONE. A position of prom-

inence among the citizens of Rockford is

Occupied by this gentleman, who has made

his home in this city since March, 1884.

However, he had resided in Winnebago County

for ten years prior to his location in thiscit}', hav-

ing come hither in Januar}% 1874, and spent some

time in Rockford, where he was connected with the

Iless-Hopkins Manufacturing Company. After-

ward he purchased a well-improved farm tliree

miles from the cit^', in Rockford Townsliii), and

operated that place until, on account of failing

health caused by sunstroke, he relinquished his

active labors and retired to tlie city.

Although no longer a resident of his farm, Jlr.

Stone still retains an interest in its management,

and does a large business as a wholesale dairyman,

supplying large hotels and restaurants with milk.

He is one of the original stockholders in the Rock-

ford Burial Case Company', of which he is now a

Director, and has contributed not a little to the

growth of this corporation, one of the most exten-

sive in the Forest City. He came to this city from

Minnesota, where he was engaged in business as a

dry-goods merchant, furniture dealer and under-

taker at St. Charles for some seventeen years.

Mr. Stone, whose portrait acci mi panics this

sketch, was born in Frankliu C(.>unty, N't. , in 1S3,'),

and learned the trade of a mechanic in his jnuth.

Ilis father, James Stone, belonged to a wortliy New
Enghmd family, ol' Knglish descent, liis :Hi(<'stois

having emigraled to America [irior to the Itivolu-

tionary War. He grew to uiaiihond in Un' (Ircen

Mountain State, and in 1811, accompanied liy liis

w'ife and children, removed to Slieboygan Couiit\,

Wis., where he commenced life as a pioneer farmer

within two miles of the last house on the west 111 tlie

State at that time. It will thus be seen tliat lie was

one of the earliest settlers of that [lart of A\'isei.iii-

sin,aud amid primitive surroundings he toiled for

3'ears, rearing a family of eight children, and im-

proving a good property. One child died at the

age of seven, but the remaining seven are all \\\-

ing, and, with the exception of our subject, are

farmers.

James Stone continued to live in Wisconsin un-

til his death in 1857, at the age of sixty-one years.

He was prominent in local politics, and served as

Justice of the Peace for many 3-ears. He named

the town of Winooski, Sheboygan County, Wis.,

and was its first Postmaster. In political belief,

he was a Republican, and favored all measures cal-

culated to advance tlie welfare of his coniniiinit}'.

His widow, who still survives, makes her hcnne

with a daughter, Mrs. Selden Akin, in Wisconsin.

In Februaiy, 1892, she celebrated her ninety-third

birthday', and although so old, is hale and active,

writes with a steady hand, and has full possession

of her physical and mental powers. Lucinda Dan-

forth, as she was known in girlhood, was born in

Vermont, and was of English extraction, and has

for many years Ijeen identified with the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

In the parental famil3' our subject is the young-

est with one exception. He became of age in Wis-

consin, and afterward went to Minnesota, where he

lived a number of years. In the winter of 18(13-

64, he enlisted in the service of his country

as a member of Company D, Seventh Minnesota

Infantr\', Capt. RoUa Banks and Col. William R.

Marshall, ex-Governor of Minnesota, commanding.

The regiment was an integral part of the Army of

the Cumberland, and engaged in active liattlc as
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well as in detached dut}'. At the close of the war,

Mr. Stone was honorabl.y discharged in September,

1865, and returned to his Minnesota home.

In Wisconsin, IMr. Stone was married to Miss

Luej' McMurphy, of Painesville, Ohio, who died

in St. Charles, Minn., nine years after marriage,

leaving one sou, Roy, now in Colorado. After-

ward Mr. Stone was married, in this county, to

Mary Etta Millard, who was born in Massachu-

setts, and came to Illinois when twenty years old,

in 1865, settling with her parents on a farm near

Rockford. Iler father, John W. Millard, departed

this life March 20, 18P1, aged eighty years, his last

dajs having been passed at the home of his daugh-

ter, Mrs. Stone. His widow, whose maiden name

was Martha Harmon, still survives at the age of

eighty years, and makes her home with her daugli-

ter in Rockford. Mr. and Mrs. Stone have one

son, Frank, who is attending school in Rockford.

In their religious connections, Mr. and Mrs. Stone

arc members of the Christian Union Church, and

socially, he belongs to the Eastern Star. He is a

Master Mason, and a prominent member of the

C4. L. Ncvius Post No. 1, at Rockford.

'OIIN A. CARLSON, Su[ierintendent of tlie

Skandia Plow Companj', in which he has

b(!en a stockholder and Director since its

inception in 1880, has also lilled his pres-

ent position and that of foreman most of these

years. With the correct liusiiiess })rinciples .and

efliciency with which tliis business is conducted,

it has not failed to contribute largely to the con-

venience of the community, and to its own estab-

lished prosperity.

Mr. Carlson was liurn in Kalinar Lan, Smoland

Province, Sweden, December 18, 1845, and re-

mained there until 18G8, when he left home and

friends to seek his fortune in the New World. He
arrived in New York City in .linie (if that ^-ear,

and for a year following was a resident of Ford

County, 111. From tiiere he went to Chicago to

learn the blacksmith's trade, and afterward was

foreman for Brown llros., manufacturers of that

cit3', until 1874, wlien he came to Rockford. For

a number of 3'ears after coming to this city, he

followed the blacksmith's trade, but finally became

connected with the present plow company, and

has since given this business his entire attention.

He is a very skillful workman and thoroughly

understands his business.

Since his residence in this country, Mr. Carlson

has been joined by two brothers, Conrad and C.

Alfred. The former is a grain dealer of Farnham-

ville, Iowa, and is married. The latter is single

and resides in the mining regions of Beavervillc,

Cal. A sister, Tilda, is the wife of Gus Lindstroni

and resides in Chicago. The parents are still liv-

ing in Kalmar Lan, Smoland Province, Sweden,

and are now quite aged, the father, Carl Peterson,

born m 1810, and the mother, Gustavia (.Johnson)

Peterson, born in 1822. The former is a Swedish

farmer and both are members of the Swedish Luth-

eran Church.

Our subject was married in Rockford to Miss

Lotta Anderson, a native of Wester Gothland,

Sweden, who came to the United States with her

mother in 1868. She was quite young when her

father died in his native country, and her mother

died after reaching this country, in going from

Chicago to Rockford. Mrs. Carlson went on to

Rockford, where she had two sisters living, and

has since made her home in this city. She and

her husband are members of the Plrst Luth-

eran Church, and Mr. Carlson was Trustee of the

same at one time. He is a Republican in i)olitics.

They are the parents of four interesting children:

Alfred C, C. Alma, Henry and Leonard, all at

home. Jlr. and Mrs. Carlson have a very pleasant

and comfortable home at No. 1204 Fourth Avenue,

Rockford.

IIARLES FLETCHER. The career of our

subject as a pioneer citizen has been one

eminently worthy and useful to the com-

munity in which he has resided, and his neighbors

and old friends unitedly bear testimony to his

sterling worth and valuable services. He is at the

present time living a life of ease and retirement on

South Main Street. Mr. Fletcher has been a resi-
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dent of Winnebago County since 1854, and of the

State since 1838, having spent the intervening

years in Ogle County, where he located on a tract

of three hundred acres of land in what is now

Pine Rock Townsliip. At that time the country

was ver}' sparsely settled, and Indians were often

seen while traveling through that region. ISIr.

Fletcher went to Oregon for his mail, and hauled

wheat to Chicago for many years to the market,

receiving as low as fifty cents per bushel for it.

The land in that part of Ogle County did not

come into market until five years after our subject

located there, and as Dixon was the land office, he

went thither and entered his claim of three hun-

dred acres. One-half of this he improved and re-

sided upon until 1854, which was the date of his

coming to Kockford.

Born in Kennebunk, York Count}-, Me.,October

30, 1818, our subject came hither from Massachu-

setts where his parents removed when he was a

lad of nine years. He is a son of the Rev. Na-

thaniel H. Fletcher, a native of the Ba}- State, who
was married to our subject's mother at Wells, Me.

The lady bore the maiden name of Sarah Story, a

native of that place, and the daughter of Capt.

John Story. The young couple later returned to

Middlesex Count}', Mass., where they spent the re-

mainder of their lives, having become the parents

of nine children.

Charles Fletcher is the youngest and only sur-

viving member of the parental family. His father

died September 4, 1834, having been connected

with the Congregational Church as a minister for

the greater part of his life. He was a well-educa-

ted man, being a graduate of Harvard College in

the Class of 1793, and occupied a high position

among his fellow-preachers. The decease of our

subject's mother occurred May 26, 1834; she was

also a member of the Congregational Church, and a

true, consistent Christian lady.

Miss Anna M. Cory became the wife of our

subject in Lowell, Mass. She is a native of Ver-

mont, and a daughter of James and Deborah

Cory, natives, of New England and Ontario, re-

spectively. To our subject and his wife have been

born four children, all of whom are deceased.

They are members of the Court Street Method-

ist Episcopal Church of this city, tn the support

of which they are liberal contributors. In his (lO-

litica! relations, he has always been au ardent Re-

publican.

;]LLIAM HENRY SCIUH )NJ1AKKR. In

this gentleman Winnebago County has a

fine representative of its native-born citi-

zens, one who by his enterprise, progressiveness

and marked ability, is materially forwarding its

financial welfare in several vvaj's. lie is at present

residing on a portion of the old homestead, and is

making a success of his occupation as a farmer.

Our subject, who was born in this county, IMa}'

5, 1852, is the son of Henry Schoonmaker, one of

the pioneers of the county, who had his liirtli in

the town of Knox, Albany Count}-, N. Y., where

also Henry Schoonmaker, the grandfather, as far

as is known, was born and carried on the comliined

occupations of a blacksmith and farmer.

The father of our subject learned the trade of a

carpenter and joiner, but was later employed in an

ax factory at Cohoes, N. Y. In 1838, accompan-

ied by his wife and one child, he came to Illinois,

at a time when Rockford was but a liamlet and all

the land was owned by the Government. He made

a claim to one hundred and sixty acres of land in

what is now Winnebago Township, and when it

came into market made the first entr\' in this

county. He built a log house on his jilace, into

which the family moved and where our subject

was born. The elder Mr. Schoonmaker married

Mary Lown, and departed this life on the old

home farm in 1872, having at his death tlic mag-

nificent estate of three hundred and twenty acres.

The mother of our subject was a native of .Schoha-

rie County, N. Y., and made her home on the old

farm in Winnebago Townshii), until her death,

April 11, 1892.

The eight children included in the parental fam-

ily were Cornelia A., Emeline, John, David, Mar-

garet N., William H., Charles Fl and jMary. Our

suliject attended school in liis youth, and assisted

his father in cultivatintc the farm, lie was married.
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in 1873,toBulinrla Tauglicr, wlui was boiu in Pec-

atonica, this county, and was the daughter of

James Taui;lnT. Tlie father was a native of IJelle-

nair, Irehmd. where al>o Ills fatlier was Itvvn. and

niarru'd Nora IMeC'ah-. After file death of his

wife, lie eanic U> America and died in lltistcin, two

months hiter. The father of Mr. Sclioonmalver was

fifteen years ohl when he eame to America, and

after a short stay in lio.-'tini. went to Dunkirk, N.

v., and resided liiere until 1^52, wiien he eame to

Pecatouiea. Eigliteen muntlis later, he made Win-

nebago his home, being one of the oldest residents

of the village. The maiden name of his wife was

Mary Smith; she came from her native countr_y,

Ireland, with a lirother, when eighteen years of age,

and died l-Y-iiruary 10. 1.SM7. ]Mr. and Mrs. Scliotm-

maker have live children: Mary, Jennie, Laura,

Winnit^ and Nellie. In his iiolitical views, Mr.

Si'hoonmaker votes with his Keiiublican party.

^ -^

,v^,U.STAF V. LINDBLADE, who is engaged in

III ,-—^ the grocery business in Rockford, was born

%^j on the 14th of April, 1H(;2, in the Province

of Jensenping, Sweden, and is a son of John G.

and Stena (Anderson) Lindlilade. When he was

only seven years of age, his parents came to this

country and have since made their home in Rock-

ford, where they are recognized as worthy people

and valued citizens. Both are memliers of the

Swedish Tabernacle of this cit\", Mr. Lindl.ilade

being one of the founders of the church and an

active and leading meinl)er. He has also been one

of its oflicers for some time, serving lioth as Dea-

con and Trustee. He votes with the Keiniblican

party. Only two of the children are now living.

Alfred, the elder, married (Uiarlotto Nord wall, and

is living in Rockford.

Our snliject is the younger of the two lirothers.

He was reared to manhood under the parental roof

and acquired las education in the public schools of

Rockford He entered upon his business career as

clerk in the grocery store, and after attaining his

m.'ijoi'ity started out in business for himself. He
ran a dairy for some eighteen montlis, and in May,
1«8'.), as a iiartner of Mr. I'eterson, began business

as proprietor of a grocery store. Since December,

1891, he has been alone in business and has carried

f)n a successful and lucrative trade.

In this city, Mr. Lindblade was united in mar-

riage with Miss Anna S. Stockenberg, of Rockford,

who was born in Sweden, and in 1868 came with

her parents to this country. Her father, N. G.

Stockenberg, is a farmer and dairyman of New
Milford Townshi|), and a well-known Swedish gen-

tleman of this county. He and his wife were

among the first, and are still leading, members in

the Tabernacle Swedish Cluirch, and are highly

resi)ected citizens.

Mrs. Lindblade remained with her parents until

her marriage. By the union of our subject and

his wife has been born a little daughter, Esther,

j\lareh 11, 1887. iNIr. and Mrs. Lindblade are

among the prominent young Swedish people of

this city. They are adherents of the same religious

faith as their parents, and the husband is a Trustee

in the church, in which he and his wife are faith-

ful workers. In politics, he is a supporter of Re-

publican principles, but has never sought or desired

IHiblic ofHce. He takes an active interest in all

that pertains to the welfare of the city, its growth

and its upbuilding, and gives his support to every

worthy enterprise. He is a prosperous and prom-

ising \()uug man who is bound to succeed in life,

for he possesses the essential qualities of success

and has excellent business ability, as his career has

already demonstrated.

ILLIAM G. JOHNSON, who for a number

of 3'ears did a good business in Rockford

as a house painter and decorator, but is

now living a relired life, claims Scotland as the

land of his nativity. He was born near Glasgow,

while his parents were sojourning there, but dur-

ing his youth, the famil}' resided at different places.

His father, John Johnson, was born in Scotland,

and was of English extraction. He became a com-

mercial traveler and from Manchester and Leeds,

his headquarters, traveled all over the British

provinces. He was thus engaged until his death.
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He died very suddenly of a fever when sixty-five

years of age.

Our subject is the only son of the family in this

country. He ac(|uirc(l a good Englisli education,

and remained at home until fifteen years ot age,

when he started out in life for liimsclf. lie then

went to J^iverpool, where he served a seven years"

apiirenticeship under Mr. Beard, an English house

|)ainter and decorator, and after the death of his

cmpioyer worked for his widow, serving as a jour-

neyman. At length, he determined to try his for-

tune in America, and in the latter part of Novem-

ber, 18.52, sailed from Liverpool to tlie I'nited

States on the ''Manhattan," landing in New York

City, whence he went to Hamilton, N. Y., and sub-

sequently to Earlville, that State, doing business

as a boss painter until he came to Rockford.

Not long after his arrival in tliis country, Jlr.

Johnson was united in marriage to Miss .Jennie I\I.

Murph3'. Unto them have been born three daugh-

ters: Lutitia, wife of L. M. Saley, editor of the

Norfhicestern Lumberman, of Chicago, where the}-

make their home; .Sadie, wife of Dell E. Trahern,

proprietor of the Eockford Brass Works, living

with Mr. Johnson; and Nettie B., wife of C'. Li.

Duncan, a dealer in fine arts at Detroit, Jlich.

On coming to Rockford in 1856, ^Mr. .h)lms()n

embarked in business on his own account .as a

house painter and paper hanger, and did a success-

ful business for many years. He was an exiiert at

his work, and a skilled grainer and decorator. He
built up a large trade, and from the beginning his

efforts were crowned with prosperit3', so that in

the course of years he won a handsome competence.

He was a straightforward and upright business

man, enterprising and progressive, and well de-

served his success. In December, 1890, he sold out

to J. C. Pilkington, who had been in his emi)loy

for many years, and since that time has lived a re-

tired life. He has a wide acquaintance in Rock-

ford, and is well and favorably known. Himself,

wife and children are members of the Westminster

Presbyterian Church, and, in politics, he is a stal-

wart Republican, taking an active interest in the

work of that party and its success. He is also a

Knight Templar Mason and prominent in M.asonic

circles. Public-spirited and progressive, he gives

33

his support and co-operation to all that pertains to

the welfare of the community and the advance-

ment of its best aiterests. Tlie family is well

wortliy of representation in this volume. His

daugliters arc all well nianied. their husliaiids be-

ing leading and successful business imii in their

v.arious lines. Mrs. Traheiu and \\vv liusbaiid re-

side with her i)arents, and the lady is an artist of

no inconsiderable abilitv.

lIU^ ENRY W. PIER. More than one half-

ilj J century ago in the <ireen Mountain Slate,

lAi^ a little district seliool was taught by a

!(!£),' yiiung gentleman, who, altliougli a native

of New York, had passed most of liis life in Ver-

mont. ,4inong his pupils was a young ladv in

whom he had more tiian ordinarN' interest. She

was about to leave \'ermoiil for Illinois, together

with her mother and sister, lo join the other

members of the family near Springlield. Teacher

and pupil had a little i)rivate understanding in

llieir business affairs, for they were to be in com-

mon, and it w^as arranged that he was to come
West the ensuing year.

True to his promise, the year 18fii found our

subject journeying Westward, and he linall\-

reached Rochester, Sangamon County, ill., his des-

tination. There he found Nancy J. Taft in eharge

of a village school, and ready to step out of her

position as teacher to gi\'e way to him. lH)r six

months the school was conducted in that manner,

with an attendance of one hundred [iii|)ils. Hut

neither wassatislicd. They longed for a change nnd

earnestly desired a home. Although the country

was beautiful, yet the pet)ple were subject to fever

and ague, and to establish a permanent home there

would be to invite sickness and perchance an un-

timely death.

Henry W. Pier, for such was the name of the

young gentleman, licgan to prepare to remove

further North, and soon had a covered wagon, a

span of baj'S and a trunk. jNIiss Taft, who was

interested in the enterprise, also had a trunk and a

dry-goods box filled with such things as only a
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woman's foresight could see the need of. In 1811,

tbcy were married and cuninieneed Iheir journey

Northward, nut knowing at that time just where

they would loeate.

Traveling through J'eoria. Dixcui. Roekford,

Janesville, Madison and Ft. Winnebago, Mr Pier

and his young wife at last reached Fond du Lac,

AVis. Around them was a seemingly endless [U'ai-

rie, wild but beautiful. During their journey, wild

animals would frequently cross the road, deer

would gaze at them from the distance, and when

the darkness of night would prevent further travel

and they would lie down to sleep ui the wagon,

wolves would howl around them—the only noise

that liroki' the silence of the night. The country

to which they had come was healthy, but the Rock

River region, thr(.>ugh which thej' had passed, was

ever ui)permost in their mind and it was not long

before they resolved to return hither in search of

a home.

Accordingly, in the winter of 1841-42, Mr. and

Mrs. Pier came to the vicinity of Belvidere, and

here they have since resided, participating in the

wondrous changes of fifty years and more. Mr.

Pier has been princiiially engaged in farming, in

which he has been very successful. In addition to

his personal affairs, he has occupied positions of

trust, both of a public and private character, and

has discharged the duties of those otHces with

efliciency and fidelit\'. In politics, he is a Rejuib-

lican with Prohibition tendencies. Religiously, he

is a firm believer in Jesus Christ as more than hu-

man, and the only One whose practices and teach-

ings are safe to be accejjted as our guide to eternal

life. Those (lioneers with whom he was associated

in his younger years have mostlj- passed from the

scenes of earth, Init their places have been taken

by others equally worthy, in whose hands the in-

terests of Boone County are being upheld, and the

principles of equity and justice are being promul-

gated.

As above stated, !Mr. Pier is a native of New
York and was born in Chenango County, January

9, 1815, the son of Albert D. and Clemma (Adams)

Pier. Mrs. Pier was liom in Addison County, \t,
Scpteml)er :>, ISIll, the daughter of Josiah and

Phebe (Davis) Taft. When our subject was a |

mere infant, his [larents returned to Addison

County, \'t., their native place, where the father

soon afterward died. The mother was left desti-

tute but struggled along bravelj- and untiringly,

inculcating lessons of virtue and honest}' in her

two children, our suliject and a younger brother.

Her memory is precious to our subject, who re-

members that to her teachings he owes much.

]Mr. and ]\[rs. Pier are the parents of two living

children: the elder, Phebe L., married Marvin E.

Woods, in 1870, and has since resided mostly in

Iowa, although recently .she removed to Colorado,

where My. Woods died and lies buried. Their four

children are all living. Frances C, the younger

daughter, married Dr. Frank S. Whitman, in 1875,

and has since made her home in Belvidere. This

worthy family occupies a high i)lace in the regard

of the people of Boone County and there are few

who have not either met them or heard much con-

cerning their pioneer labors and noble characters.

The litliographic i)ortrait of Mr. Pier accom-

panies this sketch.

/^i^, OSES D. MARTIN. The attractive and

commodious residence at No. 1007 Kil-

burn Avenue, Roekford, is owned and oc-

cupied by the gentleman whose name

introduces this sketch and who is here passing his

declining years in retirement. He has resided in

the West since three years old, when he was

brought by his parents to Ogle County, locating

on a farm five miles from the city of Oregon.

There he grew to man's estate, operated a farm,

which he sold, and removed to Lee County in 1857.

After improving a farm in China Township, he

sold the place and returned to Ogle County, where

he resided some four years.

We next find Mr. Martin a resident of Ashton,

Lee Count}', where he operated as a lumber and

grain merchant and was successful in accumulating

a coini)etency. With the earnings thus industri-

ously obtained, he purchased one hundred 'and

twent}' acres of land, which he still owns and which

is a well-improved farm. Afterward he removed

to Cherokee County, Iowa, and after a sojourn of
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several 3'ears there, returned to Roekford, where

he has since lived in retirement. However, his

life is by no means an idle one, for in the over-

sight of his large landed interests he finds sulHei-

ent to occupy his attention and demand his super-

vision. He owns a substantial store building in

Roekford, and other property of considerable value.

Born in the Province of Ontario, Canada, our

suljject is the sou of John Martin, likewise a na-

tive of Canada. The paternal grandfather, .James,

was the son of an Irish nobleman, who, on account

of his marriage with a lady of the Catholic faith,

was disinherited and sent to America, thus found-

ing the family in this country. After attaining

his majority on the home farm, John Martin was

married to Miss Annis Nettleton, who was born in

Ontario, her parents being Connecticut people of

New p]nglaud ancestry. In 1838, Mr. and Mrs.

Joliu Martin removed with teams from Canada to

Ogle Count3% camping by night and journeying in

primitive fashion by da}' for six weeks, at the ex-

piration of which time they reached Lafayette

Township.

The first home of the family was a little log

cabin which the father erected during Jiis first visit

to Lafa3ette Township on the land which he

entered from the Government. So barren and

drear was the surrounding country, that when the

new home was pointed out to the wife and mother

she burst into tears, but soon other settlers estab-

lished homes near them and she became reconciled

to the change. For many years, the bandits of the

West were their neighbors, including such men as

Norton Rich, Bill Bridge, and Dick and Tom Akins,

but the only loss suffered on their account was

that of a valuable horse.

The father, who was born in 1800, died at the

home of our subject, in Ashlon, in 1876. He was

a good citizen and a worthy member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. His wife, who was also

born in 1800, survived him a number of years and

died m Roekford, in 1887, leaving to her descend-

ants the memory' of a true Christian life. Three

of her sons, James N., Henry L. and John W., are

prominent ministers in the Methodist Hlpiscopal

Church and are scholars of wide reputation, the

lirst-named having for tweut}' years been professor

in the Pacific College, of California. Anotlier sou.

Philetu:- S., is a ranchman near Pomona, Cal., on

the Cheno Ranch. A daughter, Sarah J., foinieri\-

the wife of Joseph Earl, died in the [irinic of life,

leaving two children.

The marriage of Moses I). Martin at Light

House Point, Ogle County, united liim with Miss

Burella Paddock, who was liorn in Indiana and

was lirought by her parents to Ogle Count}' when

six months old. She was here reared, and received

her education in a seminary at Willoughby, Ohio.

Her father, Riley Paddock, an old settler of Ogle

County, died in ISHi!, at an advani'fd age. Her

mother, Eliza (Snoddy) Paddock, survives at a

good old age and makes her home in Ashlon.

Mr. and Jlrs. Martin arc tlic parents of six chil-

dren, namely: Luua 'SL. wife of W. 1!. King, of

Redwood Falls, Minn., a i)ronHnpnt business man

of that city; Elmer E., who operates a steam grist-

mill iu Marcus, Iowa, and there makes his home, his

wife having in former years been known as Miss

Cora Over; Lillian E., who is a te.acher in the Lin-

coln Schools, at Roekford; Riley P., who is taking

a post-graduate course iu cheniistrj' at the North-

western Universitj- at Evauston, 111.; M. DeWitt, a

pharmacist and druggist at Redwood Falls, Minn.,

and Maud L., who is in the public schools of Rock-

ford. In their religious convictions, Mr. Martin

and his estimable wife are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. Socially, he is a Mason,

and in politics is a stanch Republican, lie has

served ,as Supervisor and Sehool Treasurer of Ogle

and Lee Counties, and is deeiil}' interested in all

public measures.

AVID A. BARNARD, one of the foremost

business men of Roekford, is now residing

at No. 204 South First Street, where he

has made his home for many years. He

seems to be one of those quiet, unassuming gen-

tlemen whose chief aspiration is an honest living,

without that morbid ambition which sometimes

leads to the wreck of fortune and character. He

came to Roekford in 18.i3, when twenty-one years

of age, and began business as a carpenter, but two
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years later gavi' this up and embarked in the lath-

ing business which lie has followed with marked

success up to the |)rescut time. He has witnessed

the wonderful growth of tlie eity since his resi-

dence here, and has contributed his share towards

its advancement and prosperity.

Our subject was born in Deertleld, Mass., on

the otii of October, 1831, and is a descendant

of an old and pi'ominent family of that State.

His grandfather, David Barnard, was of English

descent and a Revolutionary patriot, serving

bravely and gallantly for independence. He

married a Massachusetts lady, and died at tShel-

burne, that State, when quite aged. His wife also

died in that State. He was a cabinet-maker by

trade. Their son, David Barnard, Jr., father of

our subject, was one of a large family of children,

and passed his boyhood and j'Outh on a farm in

bis native State, Massachusetts. He married Miss

Eliza Whitcomb, a native of Williamsburgh, Mass.,

and the daughter of David and Abigail (Hunt)

Whitcomb, natives also of that State, in which

they passed their last days, both dying at .tn ad-

vanced age.

Mr. Barnard passed almost his entire life in his

native State, but died in Fairview, Pa., in the

year 1843, while on his way home with a drove of

cattle. He was fifty years of age. His widow
died in 1850 when little past middle age. Of the

six children born to this union, four grew to ma-

ture years, but only our subject and Calvin,

who resides in Waukesha, Wis., and who has been

a conductor on the St. Paul &. Milwaukee Railroad

for the last thirty-five years, are now living.

D. A. Barnard was married in Troy, N. Y., to

Miss MaryHamni, who was reared and educated in

that city and who followed teaching for a few

years before her marriage. Her parents, Henry
and Mary (Miller) Hamm, are natives, respectively,

of Troy, N. Y., and Hookeynorton, Oxfordshire,

England, and now reside a short distance from

Troy, N. Y. Mrs. Ilamm's grandparents live in

England, where they are classed among the best

of its citizens. They are now seventy-six and
sixty-seven years of age, respectively, an<l have

been members of the Dutch Reformed ('hurcii for

many years. Tliey had ten children, eight of

whom are yet living and generally prosperous in

life. Mrs. Mar^' Hamm was left motherless at an

early age and came with her father, Timothy Mil-

ler, to the United States when six years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Barnard's union was blessed by the

birth of three children, who were as follows: Au-
gustus, who died when nine years of age; Harrj^ 8.

will .soon graduate from the High School of Rock-

ford; and Charles D., a bright little fellow of three

jears. Mrs. Barnard and Harry 8. are members of

the First Congregational Church. Jlr. liarnard is

a Republican in his political views.

^p^USTAA'US A. SALSTROM, Secretary, Treas-

'l[ (—-, urer and manager of the Union (Grocery

^^iji Company of Rockford, was born in Saby

Socken, Sweden, on the 18th of August, 1841, and

at the age of twelve years, bade good-bye to his

old home, and, in company with his familj', sailed

from Gottenburg, August 3, 1853. After a long

and tedious journey, they landed in Charleston,

S. C., and thence went to New York City. They

had to wait nine weeks for a vessel to bring them

to this countrj', and during that time the wife and

mother died of cholera, which was then epidemic,

leaving eight children, all under the age of thir-

teen years. On arriving in this conn tiy, the father

had to leave his children in Pittsburg while he

went to seek a home. Some very generous people

aided him in reaching Pittsburg, and there three

of the younger children were left for a lime in an

orphan's home, while the father and the four older

children went to Chicago, where he sought work.

Subsequently, he went to St. Peter, Minn., where

he was later joined by his children. He bore many
hardships and trials, but at length overcame such

difficulties, meeting with a fair degree of success.

He died in Minnesota, in 1860, at the age of forty-

six years. Both he and his wife were memliers of

the Swedisii Lutheran Church, and weie people of

sterling worth. Two of the children are also de-

ceased. John served throughout the Rebellion as

a member of tlie Fourth Minnesota Infantry, vet-

eranized, and died after his return from the army;

Cliarles also wore the blue durinu- tlie late war.
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and is now located in Duluth, Miun., a prosperous

business man of that place; Eve is now the wife of

Dr. L. Liljencrantz, of Oakland, Cal.; Charlotte E.

is the wife of .John Green, a retired farmer of St.

Peter, Minn.: Ilattie is living with her sister in

Oakland, Cal. Gustava is now deceased, and the

whereabouts of Andrew are unknown.

Gustavus A. Salstrom, whose name heads this

sketch, was married in this citj- to Miss Gustava

llegberg, who was born in Lundby, Sweden. De-

cember 26, 1847, and when a small child came with

her parents to the United States in 1854. The

family settled in Rockford, but the father and

mother are now living near Winthrop, Jlinn., on

a farm. Since coming to this country they have

achieved success, and are now living retired, rest-

ing in the enjoyment of the fruits of their former

toil. Mrs. Salstrom was the third in order of birth

in their farailj' of seven children, of whom three

sons and three daughters are j-et living.

Nine children grace the union of our subject

and his wife: Charles F., Secretary of the Excel-

sior Furniture Companj-; Rachel, Gustavus A., a

carver in one of the furniture factories of Rock-

ford; David B., a carver by trade, now foreman in

the Northwestern Parlor Furniture Company of

Chicago; John E., book-keeper for the Union (iro-

ccry Company; Peter B., Luther A., Mar}- M. and

Eva A.

Mr. Salstrom and liis wife are active members of

the First Lutheran Church, in which he has been

Trustee and Deacon for some years, and Sunday-

sclioo! Superintendent for four j'ears. He exer-

cises his right of franchise in support of the Re-

publican party, of which he is a stalwart supporter,

and has been Alderman of the Sixth Ward for six

years, an d at present holds that office. After comi ng
to this country, he spent three years in Chicago,

and eight years in Minnesota, ere locating in Rock-

ford. He then came to this city in 18G4, and for

one year was employed as clerk, after which lie

formed a partnership with H. F. Peterson, in the

grocery business. The firm continued as Peterson

(k Salstrom for fourteen years, after which the busi-

ness was merged into the Union Grocery Company,
which has met witli a prosperous career. Tliey

liave recently built a beautiful block, which is oc-

cupied by the company. They carry a large and

complete line of stai)le and fancy groceries, and do

an excellent business, having a large trade. In

connection with his interest in this company, Jlr.

Salstrfim was one of the men who was insti'umental

in establishing the Rockford Central Furniture

Company in 1 S7',). which he has served as a Director,

and was a traveling salesman in its interest for

several years prior to the time that he became man-

ager of the grocery company- in 1880. He is also

connected with the Skandia Plow Comjiany, and

has an interest in two iiuiidred and si.Kt3'-five acres

of land near Worthington, Minn. In business cir-

cles he ranks high as a trustworthy and upright

man, and his friends throughout the comniunit}'

are main'.

\Tp\\'iUFUS LORD was born in Norwich. Conn.,

ly^' on the 17th of April, 1826, and his father,

(AS \ Lj'nds Lord, was liorii at the same place in

1787. The eldei- ;\lr. Lord followed farming in

his native State, then in Pennsylvania and finally

in Ohio. His wife, the mother of our subject,

was Priscilla (Potter) Lord, of Norwich, Conn.,

the daughter of William and Olive (Fitch) Potter,

of Lisljon, Conn. The marriage of ISIr. and Mrs.

Lord occurred on the 31st of January, 1821, and

resulted in the birth of nine children, six sons and

three daughters, viz.: Nathan L., Eleazer, William

T., Laura A., Rufus (our suliject), David II., Mary

A., Caroline and Charles F. Only four of these

children are now living. The parents removed

fiom the Nutmeg State to Walnut Creek, Erie

Count}-, Pa., in the spring of 1829, and brought

with them their six children. They settled on a

farm with some improvements, made b}' an elder

brother who had died, and a sawmill and gristmill

on the place, run by water from the Walnut

Creek, was operated by Mr. Lord. This mill was

very near Lake Erie, and no matter how dry the

season happened to be. Walnut Creek never failed.

Often when streams were failing all over the State,

grist was lirought to this mill from a distance of

one hundred miles.
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After vesiding cm tliis farm for alioiit seven

years, Mr. Lord sold o\it and removed to Triini-

bull County, Ohio, wlii'ic lie hounlit, a farm of one

hundred and twentj--eigiit aercs, well improved

with a good liewn-log house. Mere this contented

couple resided many years, Init finally sold out to

their son, David II., and the father died near

(iuinuj', 111., whither he had gone on business, in

the spring of IH.'iT. He was seventy-two years of

age and w.as liuried there. His widow survived him

twenty' }'ears, and died in Ravenna, Ohio, in 1877,

when eiglit3'-eight years of age. Five of her eliil-

clren were then living.

In 1840, the subject of this sketch left home, and

with his liidther, William T., went across the coun-

try to Illinois, driving over one thousand head of

sheep. They weie fifty-one da^'s on the way and

aiTived in Rockford Township the .'5d of ^Vugust

of that year. The next sjiring they sold the sheep

not killed l)y the wolves, and Rufus took eighty

acres of State land in Rockford Precinct, settling

on it with his bride, Esther M. Campbell, to whom
he was married November 28, 18 li). She w.a.s a

native of Yates Country, N. Y., born ,lune 20, 1825,

and the daughter of Delmount and Pernielia (Ben-

nett) Campliell, the father a native of New York,

and the mother of A'ennont. Mrs. Lord came

West with her parents wlien eigliteen yeai-s of age

and settled with them on a farm near Rockford.

The father died at the homo of our subject, in

18C2, when sixty-three years of age. The mother

had died in 1851, when about lifty-scven years of

age. Mrs. Lord has one sister, IMrs. Walter Ci'ow-

ley, who resides near her.

Mr. and Mrs. Lord sold their first farm in Janu-

ary, 1852, and bought one hundred and sixt^'-one

acres where they now I'oside, for which they paid

1700. On this was a small log house and there

were .about fifty acres cleared. Here they have

resided ever since and have made many and v.ast

improvements. In 1871, they erected a nice,

roomy house, and the same year their mammoth
ham, 42x64, with a basement nine feet high and

a shed, 32x14, was erected. This gives good stab-

ling room for forty-five head of cattle and six

horses. Mr. Lord keeps but few cows, just enough

for tlfeir own use, and he has rented out his farm

for the past fourteen years. He has held a number

vf local positions and has served many years as

School Trustee and Justice of the Peace. Mr. and

Mrs. Lord are Free-will Baptists in their religious

views.

Mrs. Lord's niece, Mary J. Crowley, was taken

into the family at the age of five \ears, and re-

mained with them until she married Henry .J.

Fritz, and sixteen years afterward. She is the

nifither of three children, Walter R., Alma and

Florence E.

WARREN ANDREWS. Among the n-oith-

iest of the representative agriculturists in

„ ^ this portion of the country is Mr. Andrews,

who owns a fine farm of two hundred and sixty-

nine acres in Bonus Township, Boone County, 111.

Like many of the pros])erous citizens of the count}',

he is a native of the Empire State, born in Onon-

daga County, April 12, 1821. He is a son of Ele.a-

zer and Daphnre (Coodale) Andrews, natives of

the (ireen IMountain State, but who p.assed the

closing scenes of their lives in Onondaga Counl^j',

N. Y., the father when about ninety-three years of

age.

Warren Andrews remained at home until nine-

teen years of age, and then served three years' ap-

prenticeship at the carpenter's trade. After this

he got pay by the day, and by economy and good

management he accumulated sufficient means to

justify him in taking a wife. On the Stli of Feb-

ruary, 1847, he celebrated his nuptials with Miss

Louisa Keeler, who was born in Cortl.and Countj^,

N. Y., on the 25th of February, 1825. She is a

daughter of Martin and Sally (Webster) Keeler.

(See sketch of A. Keeler for family histor}'.) To

Mr. and Mrs. Andrews were born five children,

who are as follows: Adelia, born in New York

State, on the 5th of November, 1844, married Smith

Marvin and is the mother of one child; Adelbert,

also a native of New York, born March 27, 1849,

married Miss .Sarah Goodyear and is the father of

two children, a son and daughter; Ella, born in

this county, June 24, 1851, married Theodore Huff-

man and h.as one child, a daughter; Alda, also a
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native of this count}', born October 29, 1853, mar-

ried C4eorge Dean; and Frank, born in this cuiuity

on the 3d of February, 1868, married Miss Ida

Robbins and is the father of one child, a daughter.

After marriage, uur subject rented liis father's

farm until 1849, when, in the spring of that year,

he resolved to seek his fortune in the Far West.

He came to Hlinois in search of a suitable location,

and in the spring of 1850 moved his family to

Boone County, where he purchased seventy-three

acres, on which stood an old log house. Into this

he moved with his wife and little children and

this roof sheltered them for four years, when Mr.

Andrews sold out and bought his present fine farm

of two hundred and sixty-nine acres. On this he

has made many very extensive improvements, and

not only has he a fine, comfortable house, but his

barns and outbuildings are all substantial and com-

modious. He conducts his farming operations in

a manner suggestive of much thoroughness and

experience, and is one of the active tillers of the

soil in the community.

Politically a Republican, his association, as far

as party is concerned, has always been with that

body. He has never aspired to olHce and has never

held any other than a few minor positions. lie

no doubt inherits his thrift and energy mostly

from his Scottish ancestors on the mother's side of

the famil}', but tliere were many successful farmers

and professional men on the other side. Mr. An-

drews had several nephews in the Civil War, and

they became prominent men, both in serving their

countr}' in the war and in their different occupa-

tions.

?RANCI.S BROCKMAN, of Rockford, who
is now living a retired life, elaims(;ermany

as the land of his nativity. He was born

in Hanover, June 24, 1826, and at the early age of

six years was left an orphan, his parents dying ten

months apart. In the family were seven children,

but four died in the Fatherland and two in this

country, and for the past twenty-six years our

subject has been the only survivor. They were all

members of the Catholic Church.

Francis Brockman at a very earl\' age began

earning his own livelihood. He remained in his

native land until eighteen ^ears of age, when he

determined to seek his fortune in the New World,

and Crossed the liroad Atlantic from Bremen, land-

ing in New Orleans in Deccmbei-, list 1. Ho went

from there to St. Louis, Mo., where for two years

he was emplo.yed in a brick yard, after which he

liegan working in a cigar factory. On com|ileting

the trade in Apiil, ISIS, ho went to Chicago, and

in the autumn of tlu' same year took up his resi-

dence in Peoria, where he remained until the fol-

lowing spring, when we again find him in St.

Louis. At length, the cholera liroke out in that

city and he went up to Wurtembeig, Clayton

County, Iowa, where his lirother was living. In

1849, he returned to Peoiia, where he spent the

succeeding eight years of his life, running a cigar

store for other parties until IS;")?.

While in that city, IMr. Brockman was united in

marriage with Miss Louisa G. Schlink, who was

liorn in Baltimore, Md., August 13, 1832. The
same yeai', her parents had emigrated to this coun-

try from Hesse-Darmstadt, (Germany. Her father,

\'alentine Schlink, was a cooper by trade. He be-

came a resident of Peoria County. 111., where he

purchased and improved a good farm, making it

his home until a few years before his death, when

he moved to McLean County, 111., where his death

occurred May 12, 1890, at the age of eighty-four

years. His wife, whose maiden name w,as M.ar}'

Ebler, died in Peoria County, in 1S77, in the sev-

enty-first year of her age. They wore members of

the German Catholic Ciiurch and had a large fani-

i\y of children. From the time she was six years

of age until her marriage, Mrs. r>rockman was

a resident of Peoria County.

In 1867, Mr. Brockman came with his family to

Ivockford, and purchased the stock of Julius Mayr,

carrying on a successful business as a tobacconist

for many years. He secured a large and lucrative

patronage and won a place among the well-to-do

citizens of Winnebago County. He is now the

owner of the business house at No. 31 1 State Street

and several valuable residences in this city and

Peoria, and the income derived therefrom enables

him to la}- .aside all business cares and live a re-

tired life, enjoying the competence which ho won
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by liis iiidiistiv and enterprising- efforts. Fnto ]\Ii'.

and Mrs. lirdcknuui were liorn fmir eliililren:

Frances I-., wife of t'linrles (uiillmaii, fnrcnian of

the clieniieal (lepartineiit of the Fire Department

of Peoria, III.; Tiilie M. and Fninia I., at home;

and George, who is assistant Superintendent of the

Hackensaeli Electric Ivitrht Company, of Ilaeken-

sack. N. .1. In St. Paul's Church of Brooklyn, he

was united In marriaii'i' with Ilattie Ilanley. of

Jerseyville, III.

Mr. Brockmau is an Odd Fellow and Trustee of

his lodge. His wife is a member uf llu^ Catholic

Church. They are worthy penplc, highly respected,

and our subject is regarded as one of the valued

citizens of Rockford. For years, he has been a

prduiiiieiit niemhcr iif the Gerniania society of

this city .and has been its Treasurer for lifteen

years.

^ ANNIES II. COMPTON, a successful dealer

in all kinds of carriages, buggies, harness,

^ farm implements, farm machinery, etc., and

V^^/ one of the jioimlar and most successful

business men of this city, has been a resident of

Rockford since 18S!, but has been engaged in busi-

ness on his own account only since .Tanuary, 1890.

He is admirably located at No. i)l7 West State

Street and has gained an enviable reputation as a

successful business man. From the time he first

came to this city he has been engaged in his pres-

ent business, but for nine years of the time he was

with Matthew Harvey, at the stand lie now occu-

pies, three years <if that time. ISIr. Conijiton's

object now is to carry a line and high grade of

carriages to satisfy the demands of the best trade.

Our subject came to this State in May, 1852,

and resided in Rockford for one year. Since then

he has made his home in Winnebago Couuty and
was engaged in business as a mechanic and con-

tractor for some time. After this, agricultural

pursuits occuiiied his attention in this and Ogle

County for eighteen years and his reputation as a

hard-working, industrious man is well known.
Since his residence here he has lieen identified with

the business interests of this city, and the enter-

prise he has eslabli.shed is second to none in its

line, ami he may well feel a justifiable pride in it.

liorn in Somerset County, N. J., our subject

there grew to manhood ;ind learned the trade of a

carpenter and joiner, which he followed for seven

years before coming West. He came of New Eng-

land stock, and was the son of Reuben Compton,wIio

was also a native of New Jersey, born in 1798. The

elder Mr. Compton followed agricultural pursuits

all his life and remained in his native State until

1853, when he decided to move Westward. He

came to Winnebago County, 111., settled on a par-

tially improved farm in Owen Township, and made

many decided improvements in the same. He

passed the remainder of his da3'S on this, and died

when over eighty years of age. The companion

of his joys and sorrows remained a few years on

the old home place and then too passed awa3-, be-

ing also over eighty years of age. She had been

formerly Jliss Elizabeth Poison, a native of New
Jersey, and her ancestors came from Holland, the

original stock being members of the old, or regular.

Baptist Church. They were the parents of ten

children, four sons and one daughter now living.

Two of the sons, John and Saul, were soldiers in

the Rebellion, serving in the Seventy-fourth Illi-

nois Regiment. The latter was killed in battle

while bravely bearing his National colors. He had

married, and by his death left a sorrowing wife

and two little children who are still living. John

was wounded at the battle of Ft. Donelson, and

died soon afterward. He was single. Both were

loyal and brave boys and arc now numbered with

the thousands of other lirave lads who gave up

their lives for their country.

In Somerset County, X. .1., in 1847, onr sub-

ject married Miss Hester A. \andercook, who was

born and reared in the same State, but in a county

adjoining Somerset. She came of Dutch ances-

tors as tlie name indicates, and of New Jersey

parentage. Her father, Henry Vandercook, was

accidentally drowned when in the prime of life,

while trying to save the life of another. His

friend's life was saved but he himself was drowned.

His wife, whose maiden name was Lydia Whale,

having moved to Illinois in 1860, afterward mar-

ried a Mr. C. Van Dvke,and both are now deceased.
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the latter (lying when eighty-four years of age and

the former wlien seventy-seven years of age. They

were the parents of three children, and after the

death of her father, iVIrs. C'ompton was reared hy

her mother and step-father, remaining with them

until her marriage. She is a very intelligent and

amiable lady.

In his political views, Mr. Comptou advocates

tlie principles of the Republican party, and in re-

ligion Mr. and Mrs. Compton are members of the

Court Street Methodist Episcopal Church, and

both liberal contributors to the same. They have

been blessed in their union bj' the birth of five

cliildren, one. Reuben, being now deceased. Those

living are: Ilenrj', a foreman in the Emerson-Tal-

cott Manufacturing Compan}', married Miss Mary
Forsyth, of Rockford; Nathan assists his father in

the business and resides at home; Ella, wife of

Robert McAvoy, an attorney of the rirm of Frost

& McAvoy; and Nellie at home.

4^ =^

AMUEL F. PENFIKLD, senior partner in

the firm of S. F. & G. F. Renfield, in

Rockford, was born at Pittsford, Rutland

County, Vt., in Januarj', 1822. His par-

ents were both natives of Fairfield County, Conn.,

the father having been born at Fairfield in 1780,

and the mother at Sherman in 1786. They were

both connected with large and influential families

who were among the early settlers of Massachu-

setts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, and took an

active and prominent part in forming the religious,

educational and political institutions of those

States.

About 1796, .John Penfield, the grandfather of

Samuel F., removed with his wife and unmarried

children from Fairfield, Conn., to Pittsford, Vt.,

where he spent the remainder of his dajs, dying in

November, 1829, aged eighty-two years. His family

of five sons and five daughters all lived to a good

old age, their average age at death being seventy-

five and three-tenths j'ears. All but one settled in

Vermont and the near vicinity, taking and main-

taining high positions in the communities where

they resided, and leaving families which followed

in their footsteps, and did credit to their memories.

Their descendants have since become greatl3' scat-

tered, being found in nearly all of the New Eng-

land States, as well as most of the Middle and

Western States.

Sturges Penfield, the father of Samuel F., re-

turned to Fairfield County, Conn., in .Tanuary,

1806, and brought Laura Giddings as a liride from

Sherman to Pittsford. making the winter journey

on horseback, instead of in a Pullman sleeper as

his degenerate descendants would do now. Upon
the spot where thej' first settled, they spent the re-

mainder of their lives. There their six sons and

six daughters were born and reared, all of whom
reached maturity except one boy. who was acci-

dentally' poisoned. When a young man, Sturges

learned the trade of a hatter, and carried on that

business for man}' 3'ears, adding to it later the

manufacture of woolen cloths and carpets, and also

carried on a general merchandising store. He
was a man of the strictest integrity, and of decided

moral convictions. He at one time owned and

operated a distillery for making whiskey, from

which he derived a large revenue; but when the

subject of temperance began to be agitated, some

sixty yearsago, he became convinced of the wrong

of that kind of business, tore out the worm and

the still, sold them for old copper, and converted

the distillery into a tenement house, and he was

ever afterward a strong advocate of total absti-

nence and prohibition. In early life, he was a

Whig, but when the slavery question began to be

agitated, he embraced Abolition sentiments, and

eaih- joined the Abolition party, and acted and

voted with them until that party was merged in

the Repuljlicaii party. He lived to see the liquor

business outlawed in the State of his adoption, .and

slavery abolished in the nation. He and his wife

were during most of their lives consistent Chris-

tians, and ardent and lilieral supporters of the

Congregational Church of Pittsford.

Samuel F. spent his childhood and youth at

home, attending the district and select schools, and

working on the farm and in the factory when not

attending school. When about fourteen 3-ears old,

he became a Christian, and united with the Con-

gregational Church. He shorth' afterward became
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aiiiraaterl with a desire to ulitain .1 liberal educa-

tion and prepare himself I'oi' the C^ospel ministry.

Having obtained tiie consent of his parents, he

commenced fitting hini.--c'lf for ci.illege, stud3'ing

with his pastor, the Rev. Willard Child, and at-

tending tiie select schools, which were usually pro-

vided in the neighborhood each fall and winter.

In February, 1838, his father took him to Burr

Seminar}-, at Manchester, Vt., to complete his prep-

aration forcollege, and in .Tuly, 1839, he was grad-

uated with honor from that institution, and in

August following entered the Freshman class of

Middlebury College. He look a good stand in his

class, and during the latter part of his college life,

was employed as private tutor to the children of

Prof. A. C. Twining, one of his college instructors.

He w.as ambitious and studious, and in order to

maintain his standing in his class, and perform

faithfull_y his duties as tutor, he was obliged to

"burn tlie midnight oil" a good deal, the result of

which was, that when about half through his Sopho-

more year he was compelled to leave college and

al)andon study entirely on account of the failure

of his eyes.

After resting a few months. Mr. Penfield found

liis eyes so much imiiro\-ed. that he ventured to en-

g.age in teaching, and in the sjiring of 1811, ac-

cepted the situati(_)n of Principal of the Boys'

Academy in Pottstown, Pa. After filling that po-

sition for a year, he ft>und his eyes so far restored

that he decided to return and try to complete his

college course, and accordingly went home and

made up the rest of his Sophomore studies, and at

Commencement, in August, 1842, w.as examined

and admitted to the Junior class of Middlebury

College. But before the fall term coniinenced in

September, he was again attacked with inflamma-

tion of the eyes, and reluctantly compelled to

abandon the idea of completing his college course.

He tlien returned to Pennsylvania and engaged as

Principal of the Boys' Academy, in Orwigsburg,

Schuylkill County. After teaching there a year

and a lialf to the full satisfaction of the Trustees

of the institution, he resigned his position and re-

turned to Pittsford to assist his father in his busi-

Subseijuently, Mr. Penlield forme(l a |iarti lersliip

with II. F. Lothrop (who afterward became his

brother-in-law), under tlie name of Lothrop &
Penfield, and fitted up a thread mill for the manu-

facture of cotton thread in a building owned by

Mr. Lothrop, near his father's factories. This busi-

ness he followed until 18-52, but finding it unre-

munerative, gave it up and returned to teaching.

He taught private schools about two years in New
Durham and North Hoboken, N. J., from which

place he went to Pottsville, Pa., taking the posi-

tion of Principal of the Cirammar School, where he

gave good satisfaction. This position he occupied

until the spring of 1857, when he heard the call

"Go West, j'Oung man," and obeyed it, locating at

Rockford, 111., where his two brothers, David S.

and John G., were in business. Here he was em-

ploj'ed as a teacher in the East Side High School

and Grammar School fcr the first two 5'ears after

they were organized. In 18G0, he engaged in the

insurance business, occupying the oflice with his

brothers D. S. and J. G. Penfield, who were engaged

in the real-estate and loaning business. In August,

1862, he enlisted as priv.ate in Company K., Sev-

enty-fourth Regiment Illinois Infantry, and went

into camp with the regiment at Camp Butler, Rock-

ford, but upon examination by the regimental sur-

geon, for the purpose of being mustered into service,

he was rejected on account of defective eyesight,

so that he was not permitted to serve his country

in that way. He then resumed the insurance busi-

ness, and pursued the even tenor of his course.

In 1871, Mr. Penfield made a slight diversion

from his usual labors, and spent most of that j'ear

in Kansas, as one of the Locating Committee, and

General Manager of the so-called -'Illinois Prohibi-

tion Colony" which located in the northern part of

Dickinson County, .and later became one of the

influences whicli ultimately made Kansas a Prohibi-

tion State. He, however, kept up his insurance

business in Rockford, which during his absence

w.as looked after by his son George F.

In 187G, l\Ir. Penfield formed a partnership with

George F. to carry on the insurance and real-estate

business under the firm name of S. F. Penfield &

Son. George F. had for several years been engaged

in the insurance l)usiness in Chicago in connection

with the Firemen's and Globe Insurance Compan-
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les of that cit3', and had developed an uncommon

aptitude for that kind of business. Owing to the

energy and skill which the junior partner brought

into the concern, the business began to grow, and

has continued to increase _year liy y<':ir uiilil the

present time. In .January, 1884, tlie linn nanio

was changed to S. F. iV G. F. Penfiehl, whicli il lias

retained ever since. Tlie firm probalily represents

at the present time a l.ni'ger amount of insurance

capital than any otlier one concern in the State,

being upwards of 180,000,000, and i.n.l.ably does

a larger fire insurance business tlian any other firm

in the State ontside of Cliicago.

In April, 1881. the Home Building A' Loan

Association of Rockford was organized, chieHy

through the instrumenUility and efforts of (ieorge

F. Penfield. S. F. Peufield was made its first Secre-

tary, which office he lield for three years. At tlie

end of that time, George F. was electcfl Secretary,

and has held that office ever since. The liusiness

of the Association has always been carried on in

the office of S. F. & G. F. Penfield, and has grown

to large proportions. The Association has loaned

during the eleven j'ears of its existence u|>ward of

$825,000, mostly in the cit}' of Rockford, and has

now in force loans amounting to 1328,875. It has

proved a blessing to many a poor man, who has,

tlirougli its instrumentality, secured a home for

his family, and formed habits of economy and

thrift which will bless him and his family Ihrougli

life.

The earliest resident of the Penfield family in

Rockford was David S., brother of our subject, who
became a permanent resident of the place in 1838,

and soon afterward gained prominence in business

circles as a merchant and banker, a member of the

old firm of Briggs, Spafford & Penfield, bankers.

That banking institution was finally merged into

the present Third National Bank, which is one of

the successful and solid institutions of the cit}'.

He took an active interest in the enterprises of the

city and its advancement until his death, which

occurred in May, 1873, at the age of sixty-one.

In the fall of 1851, Samuel F. was married to

Miss Lemira B. Clark, of Pawlet, Rutland County,

Vt.. who belonged to a large and influential family

in Southern Vermont, and which is now, like

many of the old New England families, scattered

throughout the Middle and Western States. They

have had five children, four sons and one daugh-

ter. The eldest, (ieorge F., is the active member
of the firm of S. F. A- (i. F. Pen Held. He is an en-

ergetic business man, stockholder and Director in

several of the manufacturing com|ianies of the

city, and interested in several of the recent acbb-

tions to the city. He was inaiiicd, in the fall of

187G, to Miss Addie F. Slierman, at .lerscy Shore,

Pa., and they are the parents <^)f six children, four

daughters and two sons. They have a deiiglitful

residence on the west bank of Rock Ri\cr, in the

north part of the city.

The second son, Charles S., was married in 187ii

to Miss Adella S. Potter, of West S|iringliel(l, Pa.,

•and is the father of four children, one son and

three daughters. He is a thorough-going business

man, active, energetic and prompt, and re.adily se-

cures the confidence .and respect of all with whom
he lias business relations. He was for some six or

seven years engaged in the real-estate and loan

business in Spencer, Iowa, but for the Last four

years has been a railroad contractor of the firm of

McDonald & Penfiehl, witli hcaihiuarters at Fre-

mont, Neb.

Edward M., the third son, is an expert book-

keeper, and has been emiiloyed in tlie Rockford

post-office, and in various manufacturing establish-

ments in Rockford and elsewhere. He is now in

tlie Government employ, gathering and compiling

the statistics of the last census, and has merited

and received high commendation from Hon. R. P.

Porter, Superintendent of the Census Bureau.

Robert S., the youngest son, died of diplitheria

when about nine 3ears old.. He w.as a briglit and

lovable boy, who easily won the hearts of his par-

ents and teachers and all who knew him. Mabel

S., the 3'oungest child and only daughter, is a stu-

dent in the Conservatory of Music at Oberlin,

Ohio, and is a J'oung lady of decided musical tal-

ent. Mr, and Mrs, Penfield have been for about

thirty-five years members of the First Congrega-

tional Church of Rockford, in which he has been

for many years a Deacon. Politically, he was as a

young man a Whig, hel|)ed to make \'ermont a

Proliil)ition State, w.as in at tiie birth of the Re-
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publiGan party, and clung to it until lie was forcerl

out l\y liis Prohibition principles, lie now labors

and acts witli tlic Proliibition jiarty. and will ever

pray and lalmr for the suppression of the liipior

trallic.

A lithographic |iortrait of Mr. I'enlield accom-

panies this sketch.

.C;^r^ .^^&^Ui,&^ ,^^2^

II AfOI! VAX ALSTINK, for many years one

of the prominent agriculturists of Winne-

bago (.'i.iunty, has since 1884 lived retired

^^ in the city of Rockford, at No. GOfi Rockton

Avenue. He was born in the town of Glen,

Montgomery County, N. V., April (>, 1814, in which

place his father, .lohu A. Van Alstine, was also

liorn.

Abraham \'an Alstine, the grandfather of our

suliject, was born in the al)ovc-named county and

was of Uutch anccstrj-. lie served as a patriot in

the Uevolutionary War and died in 1832, in the

town of (ilen. His wife, who was Miss (^uackcn-

bush, died on the same day and one hour later

than her husband. The father of our svdiject

learned the trade <^if a carpenter, in addition to

which business he followed farming in the town of

Glen for many years. Later, going to Michigan,

he departed this life at the home of a daughter,

near Vassar. The maiden name of his wife was

Catherine (iardinier, a native of Montgomer}'

County, and the daughter of Nicholas Gardinier.

Iler grandfather, ,Tacob Gardinier, was also a na-

tive of New Yoi'k, and was a Captain during the

Revolutionary War. His house was burned by the

]n<1ians during that period and on that same spot

he erected another building, the nails which were

useil in its construction being manufactured by

himself. The maternal grandfather of our subject.

Nicholas (iardinier, was a fanner, and died in his

native county in l.sii-i. He was also a soldier in the

Revolutionary War. and after his decease his

widow, Rachel (iardinier, drew a iiension. She was

a native of the same county where his liirth oc-

currecl.

Jacol) Van Alstine learned the trade of :i car-

penter and joiner, and when very young com-

menced boating on the Erie Canal, later f)wning a

boat which was used in freighting, first from

Montgomery County to Albany, .and later from

liuffalo to Albany and New York, which he fol-

lowed for several seasons. While thus emploj'cd.

he had an experience which came near costing him

his life. About midnight two men came along

and asked for a ride on the boat. Our subject con-

senting, they boarded the vessel. Leaving his

lirother to steer. .Jacob retired to his bunk, but

soon awoke to find one of the strange men stand-

ing c>ver him with a revolver and demanding of

him money or his life. Our subject reached for

his pocketbook, which he handed to the robber, and

as he did so, the robber attein|)ted to shoot him,

liut the revolver missed fire, when Mr. Van Alstine

grapjiled with his assailant, who was a much heav-

ier man, and during the scuffle the robber fired

twice liut without effect. They struggled in the

cabin for several minutes, when the stranger made

his escape. During all that time, the brother of

our subject had been having a similar experience

with the i.ithcr robber on deck. They both fell

into the canal, and the driver on the shore cut the

horses loose and ran for his life.

In 18r).'3. Mr. Van Alstine of this sk-etch came to

Winnebago County and purchased eighty acres of

land in lUirritt Township, of whicli seven acres

were liroken. lie found a shell of a house set on

blocks 1)11 the land, which he made more comforta-

ble and resided in while lie improved his farm,

si)litting the rails for the fences himself from the

timber on the land. Our subject resided there for

fifteen years, when he sold the property and pur-

ch.ased a- farm on the State Road in Winnebago

Township, seven miles west of Rockfoi'd. There

was a house and b.arn on the farm and our subject

erected a fine set of frame buildings, residing there

until isst.when he came to Rockford.

.lanuary 1(!, 1843, Jlr. Van Alstine and Miss

Margaret Coventry, a native of Utica, N. Y., were

united in marriage. The lady's father. Dr. Alex-

ander Coventry, was born in Scotland, and early

turned his attention to the stud3' of medicine.

He was educated in Edinburg, .and after coming to

America became a successful piiysician in Utica,
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wliere he made his home until his decense. Tlie

maiden name of his wife was JIargaret Van

^'aeton.

To Mr. and Airs. Van Alsline of this sketch ten

children have been born: John W., Ciiark's, .Jane,

Alonzo, Martha, Mary, William, Leonard, Uelle,

and Cyrenns. The parents are members of tiie

Presbyterian Church, and, in politics, our suliject is

a Republican. John W., the eldest son of our

subject, served in the late war as a member of

Company G, Fortj'-fourth Illinois Infantry, and

w.as killed in the battle of Stone Ilivei-. Chai'les

W. served as a member of the Twelfth Cavalry.

j^.ALMER PICKARD, who for many long

years h.as resided upon his inesent farm

on section 21, Ilarlcm Township, Winne-

bago Coulity, was born in Sterling, Cay-

uga County, N. Y., on the 5th of January, 1820,

and is one of a family of eleven children. His

great-grandfather, Nicholas Piekard,was a native

of German}' and, on emigrating thence, settled in

the Mohawk Valley, in New York, where he died

at the advanced age of one hundred and one

years and eleven months. His son, who also bore

the name of Nicholas, was born in the Empire State,

whence he removed to (Jhio about 1825, and there

resided until his death.

.Smith W. Piekard, father of our subject, was

born in Onondaga County, N. Y., and in his youth

learned the blacksmith's trade. However, he fol-

lowed the occupation of farming in Cayuga County
until 1829, when he returned to Onondaga County,

where he resided until 1835. The three succeed-

ing ye.ars of his life were spent in Orleans County,

N. Y., and in 1838, accompanied by his wife

and seven children, he came to Illinois, making
the entire journey with teams. After five weeks

of travel, he arrived in Lucas County, Ohio, where
he remained during the winter, and the following

spring pushed on to Stephenson County, locating

nine miles west of Freeport, where he secured a

tract of Government Laud.

The family lived in the wagon until a log house

could be built, and all the hardships and experiences

of frontier life fell to their lot. Mr. Piekard re-

sided there until 1848, when he sold out and re-

moved to Richland County, Wis. lie there i)ur-

chased and resided upon a farm near Uicliland

Center, but after some years rented it and I'emoved

to the village, where he lived a retired life until

called to his final rest at tiie age of seventy-six:

years. His wife, whose maiden name was Affa

Skeel,was born in the Empire State and was a daugii-

ter of Abj'ram Skeel, who w.as born in the eastern

part of New York, and si)ent his last d.ays in Ster-

ling, Cayuga County, after having followed farm-

ing for many years. J\lrs. Piekard survi\edher

husband a few 3'ears, and died at the home lA ina

daughter, Mrs. H. G. Fowler, at Lena, 111.

At the age of fifteen. Palmer Piekard liegan

learning the trade of a woolen manufacturer, serv-

ing an apprenticeship of four years. In 183!!, he

came to Illinois by way of the Erie Canal and the

Great Lakes and landed at Toledo, wheiice he

w^alked the remaining distance to Stephenson

County. During the winter, he aided his father

in splitting rails and chopping wood, and the fol-

lowing spring began working b^' the month in Jo

Daviess Count}', being in the employ of one man
for two years. He then returned to Stephenson

Count}', where himself and brother built a cabin

and kept bachelor's hall for a time, devoting their

energies to the development of a farm.

jMr. Piekard resided with his brother until May,

1844, when he sold his teams and entered forty

acres of Government land. In the above-men-

tioned year he went to Roscoe, this county, and

assisted in establishing the woolen mills at that

place, where for four 3'ears he occupied the (losi-

tion of foreman in the carding department. In

the fall of 1848, he returned to New York, s[>end-

ing the winter in Camden, Oneida County. In

Ma}', 1849, we again And him in this State, engaged

in the development of the farm which he had jnir-

cliased in February, 184ti. When he located at that

place, there was a log house upon it, ItlxlG feel,

and thirty-five acres had been broken and fenced.

After ten years the cabin was replaced by a small

frame dwelling and in 187(j he l)uilt the com-

modious residence which is now his home. His

farm comprises two hundred and twelve acres of
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liighly improved land, and he also owns a twenty-

acre tract of timber in the same township.

In September, 1847, Mr. Pickard was united in

marriage with L3'dia Atwoc)d, and tlieir union lias

been blessed with five children: .Tane E., Edgar .1.,

Ella M., Alfred F. and Albert II. The family is a

prominent one in this locality, ranking high in

social circles. Mr. Pickard has long been a sup-

porter of the Republican party, and in his religious

views he is liberal.

The attention of the reader is invited to the

portrait of Mr. Pickard, and a view of his attrac-

tive home, presented elsewhere in this volume.

<|I? EMUEL TIBBETS, M. D., a successful and

I fi^) skilled medical practitioner of Rockford,

,J^v, who since 1878 has made his home in this

city, has prosecuted his profession here during all

that time and has won a place in the foremost rank

among his professional brethren in the county.

The Doctor is a native of Adams County, 111., and

is descended from a family of English origin.

In the year 1686, the first ancestors of our sub-

ject to come to America crossed the Atlantic Ocean

from their native land and settled in Dover,

Stafford County, N. II. Members of the family

figured prominently in New England history and
fought for independence during the War of the

Revolution. Samuel Tibbets, grandfather of our

subject, lived and died in the Pine Tree State,

where the father, Joshua Tibbets, was liorn and

reared. lie emigrated Westward in a very early

day, becoming a pioneer of (^uincy, III., and for

many years was prominently connected with the

growth and development of Adams County, and
still makes his home in <^)iiincy. He married Lu-

cuida M. Ames, who was burn ,nnd reared in New
England, and when a young lady came U> the

West. She proved a true and faithful helpmate to

her husband, and died in 1877, at the age of sixty-

live years. The history of Adams County in an

early day is largely concerned with the actions of

the Tilibcts, Ames and Woods families.

Our subjcrt was educated at St. Paul's College,

of Palmyra, Mo., after which he engaged in teach-

ing. Later, he entered upon the study of medicine

with a physician of Quiucy, afterward was gradu-

ated from the medical department of the Michigan

University, in the Class of '61, and was graduated

from Bellevue Hospital Medical College, of New
York City, in 1867. He made his first location in

Dallas City, 111., and subsequently engaged in

practice for six years in Kirkwood, 111., after which

he came to Rockford. As before stated, he has

been most successful and has performed some very

difficult surgical operations which have won him a

high reputation for skill in this line. He is now
engaged in general practice but also makes a speci-

alty of the eye and ear. Since locating here, he

has spent eight months in New York Citj-, study-

ing forspecial treatment of the eye, ear and throat,

the latter study being under Dr. F. II. Bosworth,

while his study of the eye and ear treatment was

with Dr. Mittendorf, both gentlemen being jjro-

fessors in the Bellevue Hospital.

The Doctor was married in this city to Miss

Cornelia E. Bradshaw, who was born in Rockford

when it was a hamlet. Her father, Robert E. Brad-

shaw, one of the pioneers of the city, now resides

at No. 1 108 South Court Street. For many years

he successfully followed farming in Winnebago

Township, but for eighteen years has made his

home at his present place of residence. He was

born in the Empire State, but in early life went to

Loudon, England, where he learned the carpenter's

trade and afterward worked on Windsor Castle.

He later married Mrs. Cornelia E. Miller, who died

in middle life.

The Doctor and his wife attend the Second Con-

gregational Cliureh, <jf which the lad}' is a member,

and they rank high in the circles of society in

which they move. He is one of the most promi-

nent |)liysicians of the city and is now enjoying

;i large and lucrative practice. He holds member-

ship with the State Medical Society, with the

American Medical National Association, and has

also lieen a member of the Militai'y Tract Medical

Society, and Quiucy Society. He was President of

tlie Board of Medical Examiners of Pensions for

four years and has been the exnminer for various

insurance companies. He Is a Tliirty-second De-

gree Mason, liclonning to the Consistory of Free-
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\H>vl ;uul the Crusade Coinmandeiy of Kockford.

In politics, the Doctor is a Democrat. He has loiii!;

lieen a close student of his profession and l)y his

merit and ability lias worked his way upward to

tlic enviable [xisition which he to-day occujiies.

AVID K. rETERSON, a wide-awake and

enterprising young business man of Rock-

ford, has been connected witli the Stand-

ard Eurniture Company since its organ-

ization in 1887. lie is one of its stockholders and

Directors and from the beginning has held the

otHce of Secretar}' and Treasurer. The success of

the company is largel3' due to our suliject, who has

devoted his entire energies to it and its advance-

ment and upbuilding. Tiie company now employs

about two hundred men and the business is in a

flourishing condition.

Mr. Peterson first opened his eyes to the light of

day in Central Sweden, December 8, 1865, and

came of pure Swedish stock. His parents are both

now deceased. His father, Peter Pehrson, was a

prominent and well-known business man of the

community in which he resided and took an active

part in public affairs. He died in the faith of the

Lutheran Church when sixty-five years of age.

His wife, who was a most estimable lady and an

active worker in the Lutheran Church, died in

middle life. Their family numbered six children

who are yet living, four being residents of Am-
erica. Two of these came to this countiy prior to

the emigration of our subject: August, who is now
Secretary and Treasurer of the Central Furniture

Company of this city, and G. A., who is now en-

gaged in business in Wakefield, Neb. Since the

arrival of Mr. Peterson, one sister has sought a

home in the New World—Matilda, now the wife of

F. A. Wall, a contractor and builder of Rockford.

The subject of this sketch acquired an excellent

education in his native land in its academies and

colleges. Thinking to better his financial condi-

tion, he decided to emigrate to America, and in

1882 crossed the Atlantic to New York, whence he

came to Rockford. Since his arrival here, he has

pursued a course of study in the business college.

He did clerical work for the Excelsior EurniUiic

Company for some time and at the organi/.alion of

the Standard Furniture Company became inleirstcd

in it. In 1888, they began business and for about

five years our subject has been its ellicicnt Secre-

tary and Treasurer.

;\[r. Peterson is yel a young man but, he h:is

shown that in his composition are llie elciiients

necessary to success ui liusiness life, lie is an in-

dustrious and energetic workman who has ahc-idy

secured an eiivialile iiositioii. \\'ith the First

Lutheran Church he holds memheisliii], and his

right of franchise he exercises in suppiort (if the

Republican party. Those who know him esteem

him highly for his sterling worth and upiightness.

and it is with jileasure that we [iresent this sketch

of his life to our readers.

B. STURTEVANT. There is no country in

the world more distinguished for its Hour

than the United States. It is one of the

leading articles of industry, and as such we have

much reason to be proud of it. ( )ur millers are men

of enterprise and push, with which they combine

that energy which never fails to secure success, and

are ever ready to adopt a system that will produce a

finer grade of fiour. It need not bo wondered

at, therefore, if the millers here [irosper, and find

a ready demand for their fiour. Flour and grain

are among the staple articles of commerce in Hock-

ford, and there is one extensivel3' engaged as a

manufacturer of fiour and a wholesale dealer in

flour and feed, Mr. Z. B. Sturtevant, who is wiilely

known, having been before the public for the last

twelve years. He has been the leading miller of

Rockford since 1880, and has met with a wonder-

ful degree of success. He is a stockholder in the

Rockford Cracker Factory, and is Vice-President

and a Director of the Rockford Driving Cinli, of

which he was one of the promoters. He is a well-

known horseman and is very fond of that noble

animal. At present, Mr. Sturtevant is Alderman

of the Third Ward, is a Republican in politics, and

has ever taken a decided interest in local matters.

Mr. Sturtevant is a native of (Oneida County,
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N. Y., born in the year 1817, and came West with

his parents when a small hoy. The family located

at Delavan, Walwortli County, Wis., in 185.5, and

there our subject [lassed liis youthful d.iys. He

came to Rockford in 18(;7.and with the exception

of three years, fniui 1877 until 1880, when he re-

sided at Oreiicin. 111., he has been a resident of

this city, llis father, Z. B. Sturtevant, Sr., was

a native of Vermont, and came of New Eng-

land ancestry. When a young man, he went to the

Empire State, and was married in Utica to Miss

.lane A. Story, afterward following his trade of con-

tr.actor and builder, also of brick and stone mason,

for many _\ears. lie then retired and returned to

Delavan, Wis., where his death occurred in 18;tl,

when eighty-live years of age. He was a promi-

nent man and a much-esteemed citizen in the

county and city where he had passed forty-five

vears of his lil'e. and was a t'ongregationalist in

his religions belief. His wife, who is now living

with her daughter, Mrs. Dr. McLanghlin, of -Jack-

sonville. 111., is now sixty-eight years of age, but

bears the burden of her years lightly. She ad-

heres to the Congregational Church in religion.

Of the five sons and five daughters born to the

wortliy couple mentioned above, all are now mar-

ried except one. Our subject married in Rock-

ford Miss Fannie Simiison, who passed her early

life in Rockford, and who was graduated at the

High School of the city. She is a lady of much

aliilitv, was a school teacher for a number of ^-ears

liefore lier marriage, and as an educator ranked

among the foremost. Her father, .John Simpson,

was an Eastern man. and after he came to Win-

nebago County was prominently identified with its

growth and development. He had four children,

three sons and one daughter. One son, ]M. D., is

an old day clerk of the I'lankinton House, Milwau-

kee, Wis., and anotlier son, Edward L., is with

the Monitor Publishing Comi)any, of Rockford,

and lias lieen a newspapei' man for a numljer of

years. One son. Henry, also a clerk in the I'lank-

inton House, died October last in Milwaukee. JMr.

Simpson was a blacksmith and manufacturer in

Rockford for a iinmlicr of years, and built the

mills at Cherry Valley. !\Ir. and ]\[rs. Sturlevant

are social leaders in the e(.)miiiuiiit y, and their

pleasant home, which bears every evidence of the

taste and culture of its inmates, is the meeting

place for the best class of people in the vicinit}^

Both are regular attendants at the Congregational

Church. They have one cliild, a daughter, named

Mabel.

^^USTAVE A. PETERSON, a cal)inet-maker

fl( by trade, and a stockholder in the Central

-\;-jJ(j Furniture Company, is a gentleman who

has won for himself an excellent reputation by his

honorable methods of business and his intrinsic

social qualities.

Our suliject was born in Rockford, 111.. Novem-

ber 28, 1860, but comes of Swedish parent.age, his

father, P. A. Peterson, being a native of Smoland

Provine, Sweden. The latter passed his boyhood

and youth in the Old Country, learned the trade of

a machinist, and was the first of the famil}' to cross

the ocean to America. He followed his trade in the

E:ist for some time, and with the money thus accu-

mulated, returned to his native country and married

Caroline Wettehall, who was born in the same

province and near her husband. Shortl}- after-

ward, they took passage for the States, and after

three years spent in New York State, near Brews-

ter, they came to Rockford, 111. This was in the

latter part of the '50s, and since then Mr. Peterson

has labored, following his trade as a machinist. He

is now retired and is pleasantly situated at No.

1007 First Avenue, this city. He is rapidly Hear-

ing the age of seventy years, but is a well-pre-

served man. His wife, who was born in 1819, died

in this city in 1881. She spent the last years of

her life with the Methodist Eiiiscopal Swedish

Church, in which lier husband holds membership

at the present time. He is a Republican in poli-

tics. Of the two children born to this much

esteemed couple, our subject is the younger. The

sister. Rose, was born in Brewster, N. Y., w:is reared

and educated in that city, and is now the house-

keeper for her brother. She is a young lady pos-

sessed of more than the ordinary degree of ami.a-

bility, and is well educated.

Except for about two years spent in the West, on
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the Pacific Slope, our subject has been a resident

of Rockford. AVhile growing up, lie received a

good practical education in the public schools and

learned his trade in this city. He has ever been

industrious and enterprising and is in every branch

of his trade thoroughly versed and experienced.

Me owns a comfortable home at No. 1G03 Charles

Street, and there he has resided for some time.

e^+^^—

;

^^p NTON NEUMEISTER, who is engaged in

the manufacture of wagons and carriages,

in connection with which he has a repair

shop, has carried on business in Rockford

in this line since 1865. He is located at Nos. 115

and 119 North IMadison Street, and is doing an ex-

cellent business, for, being a skilled mechanic, he has

won a good trade. AVhatever success he has won
in life is due to his own efforts, and he maj' well

be called a self-made man.

Mr. Neumeistcr was born in Furstenthum, Reuss,

German}', November 27, 1837, and is a son of

Frederick Neu r.eister, a native of the same prov-

ince. There the latter grew to manhood and

learned the iron-maker's trade with his father, who
had followed it for man}' years. In his native

land, he married Rosina Sack, who was also a

native of the same locality. After the Iiirtli (.)f all

of their children, the}' came to America, taking

passage at Bremen on a sailing-vessel in May,
1818. After a voyage of seven weeks, they reached

New York, and went at once to the West by canal

and the Great Lakes to Milwaukee. A year later,

they removed to their new home, sixteen miles

from that city, and Mr. Neumeister engaged in

farming until liis death, whicli occurred at the age

of sixty-seven years. His wife afterwards returned

to Milwaukee, and died in that city in September,

1891, when eighty-six years of age. Up to the

last she retained her faculties, both physical and
mental, to a wonderful degree. They were both

members of the Lutheran Church, and Mr. Neu-
meister su})ported the Republican party by his

ballot.

With his parents, our suliject came to this coun-

try wiien a lad, and grew to manhood in Wiscon-

34

sin, where he learned the trade of a wagon and

carriage maker. In 1862, he enlisted as a niemlicr

of the Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry, which

was incorporated in the Army of the Potomac.

After participating in several engagements, he was

transferred to the Army of the Cumberland, and

during the battle of Kennesaw Jlountaiii was

wounded in the left arm. On being discharged in

1865, he came at once to Uockford and embarked

in business, as before stated. As a companion on

life's journey, Mr. Neumeister chose Miss Theresa

Staps, their marriage being celebrated in I\Iil-

waukee. She was born in Saxony, Germany, in

Ai)ril, 1841, and during her girlhood came witli

her parents to America in 1852, sailing from

Bremen to New York City. Iler iieoi)lo located in

Milwaukee, and tliere her father died when in

middle life. Iler motlier is still living in Wiscon-

sin, with one of her daughters, and is now eighty

years of age. Like her husband, she is a Lutheran

in religious belief.

Sir. and Mrs. Neumeister also belong t(j the

same church, and are well-known and [)roniinent

German people of Rockford. He has been for

a number of years a member of the Germania so-

cieties, in which he takes an active interest. His

right of franchise he exercises in sujiport of

the Republican party, l)ut has never been an otlicc-

seeker. Empty-handed he began life for himself,

and has steadily worked his way upward to a posi-

tion of affluence, now owning at his i)lace of busi-

ness three lots, built up with good business blocks,

besides his pleasant residence on North Madison

Street.

ixATHANIEL MARKS. The farmers of

Winnebago County are, almost without

^ exception, thrifty, enterprising, industri-

ous and progressive, meriting their success by
judicious methods and excellent management. A
worthy representative of the class, and one who
stands especially high in the estimation of all with

whom he comes in contract, is the owner of one of the

finely-improved estates in Pecatonica Towiishi]).

Since Mr. Marks located upon the place in I.s,s2,
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he has addod to its buildings, increased its acreage

from one hundred and twenty to one hundred and

eighty-two, and, by a proper fertilization of the

soil and rotation of crops, reaped large harvests of

golden grain.

Mr. Marks was born in JMt. liethel, Northauiiiton

County, Pa., April 26, 183-i. His father, .Tohn,

likewise a native of Northampton County, died in

Lycoming County, Pa., at the age of lifty-three.

His mother, whose maiden name was Mary John-

son, was born in the same county as her husband,

and died in Jackson County, Mich., at the age of

three-score and eleven ye.ars. They were worthy

people, whose upright lives proved the possession

of honorable principles inherited from a long line

of Irish ancestors, and both belonged to families

whose members followed agricultural jiursuits

through many generations.

During the late war, two of the brothers of our

subject enlisted in the service of their country- and

fougiit valiantly until their death. Isaac enlisted

in the Home Guards of Missouri and died in Jef-

ferson City, Mo., during the war. Levi became a

member of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania Infantry

and was killed at the battle of Antietam. Their

memories are dear in the liearts of their relatives,

who are justl.y proud of these noble defenders of

the country's honor.

After the death of his father, our subject re-

mained on the old homestead with his mother un-

til 1860, meanwhile gaining a practical knowledge

of farming and acquiring a limited education. The
family of which he was a member consisted of

eight children, three of whom survive at this date

(1892). The lady who became the wife of our

subject, January 12, 1860, was Miss Mary A. Miller,

a native of Berks County, Pa., born October 16,

1832. Her father, John Miller, died in Lycoming
County, Pa., at the age of seventy years; her

mother, Mary (Boycr) Miller, departed this life in

Lycoming County, at the good old age of four-

score and two. They were the parents of ten chil-

dren, of whom three have passed from earth.

Soon after his marriage, iMr. Marks came to

Winnebago County and purchased a farm com-

prising eighty acres in Seward Townshij]. In 1861,

he bniuglit his wife to the new home, and for three

years was actively engaged in improving the place.

Then selling out, he removed to Iowa and for one

year operated a rented farm. Thence he proceeded

to Miller County, Mo., where he resided aboiit five

years, but not feeling satisfied with the soil or sur-

roundings, again sought a home in Winnebago

County, where he operated as a renter for ten

j'ears. By frugality and good judgment he was

enabled at the expiration of that time to purchase

the place where he now resides.

Mr. and Mrs. Marks have had a family of seven

children, one of whom died when two and one-

half years old. Kate, who was born in Lycoming

County, Pa., married F. K. Benson and thej' have

five children; Hunter C, who was born in Seward

Township, Winnebago Countj', married Miss Mattie

Sheldon and now resides in Seward Township;

John M. was born in Seward Township and is at

home, renting a portion of land adjoining the old

homestead; Mary A., born in Black Hawk, Iowa,

married A. L. Comly and thej' have two children;

Charles W., born in Miller County, Mo., is aiding

his father on the farm; and Sarah A., who was born

in Pecatonica Township, is with her parents. In

his political adherence, Mr. Marks is a Republican

and cast his first Presidential ballot for John C.

Fremont. He is a stockholder in the shoe factory

and a charter member of the company organizing

the creamery, besides which he has been interested

in vaiious progressive measures for the gro.wth of

the community.

^' AMES ALBERT, retired, has been a resident

of this city for the most part since 1850,

and now resides in his comfortable home at

^^^ No. 1011 North Second Street. He has

been one of tbe most successful contractors and

builders of the cit}* and for man}- 3'ears had in his

employ from forty to sixty men. He also had an

interest as a grain and commission merchant, and

had associated with him in business such prominent

men as Elisha Kirk and Phil Armour; the latter,

the well-known stock3-ards-man of Chicago, worked

for tiiem at ^26 per month. Our subject was un-
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usually successful and became the owner of siime

valuable property' in Rockford, real estate in the

southeastern part of the county, and large tracts

of land in Wisconsin and Iowa. lie is quite

wealthy and can pass the remainder of his days in

peace and plent3\ lie has witnessed the marvel-

ous growth of the State since his residence here,

and has aided materially in the advancement and

prosperity of Rockford. He is an active local

politician and was formerly' a Whig, voting and

working for AVilliam II. Harrison. He assisted in

nominating Col. Fremont and since 18.56 he has

been an Independent Republican. He is well

known as a progressive, public-spirited man, who

is full}' abreast of the times in all matters of public

interest that tend to develop the resources of the

State and improve the condition of the masses.

Intelligent and well-read, he has ever made his

presence felt.

Mr. Albert was born in Lancaster County, I'a.,

and comes of good old fighting stock, botli his

grandfathers, Peter Albert and Daniel Brenana-

man, having served in the Revolutionary War.

They were faithful and gallant soldiers, were with

Gen. Washington during that terrible winter at

Valley Forge, .and one was an aide-de-camp to that

General. Both p.assed their lives and received

their final summons in Westmoreland County, Pa.

Daniel Brenanaman had two sons in the War of

1812 and Peter Albert had a son-in-law, James

Morrow, in the same war. Our subject and seven

nephews were through the Reliellion and all were

known as brave soldiers.

James Albert's parents, Peter and Fanny (Bre-

nanaman) Albert, were natives of Germany and

Penns^'lvania, respectively, and were prominent

people of the Keystone State, where they made
their home. Peter Albert, Jr., was but two j-ears

old when his parents emigrated to America and

settled in Pennsylvania. This was prior to the

Revolutionary' War. His father, Peter Albert, Sr.,

was the soldier referred to above. Peter Albert,

Jr., was a tailor by trade and subsequently became

a merchant of Westmoreland and Lancaster Coun-
ties, Pa. Later, he and his wife moved to Wayne
Conntj', Ohio, and there died when quite aged, the

mother living eight3'-seven years. They were

members of the Lutheran Church for many years

liut Mrs. Albert finally became a Methodist.

James Albert, the subject of this sketcli, is one

of five children yet living, the eldest now eighty-

nine years of age. ;Mr. Albert is hiniseU' seventy-

six. During the Civil War, he enlisted in llie

Sixth Missouri Infantry, Company I, and seived

faithfully for seventeen months. Then, on ac-

count of disability, he was discharged by special

order. Since liis return from tiie army, he has

lived in Rockford. ;\Ir. Alliert has been twice

married but has no children by either union.

He is at present an advocate of Prohibition in

politics. In his religious eon viclions, he is a

Methodist. For some time, ^Ir. Albert held n

Colonel's coniniission fre)ni an ()liio leginient in

the local militia of the State.

=^

MOS RrG(;, one of the well-to-do farmers

of Seward Townshiii. Winnebago Ctiunt}',

ili is a son ui David and Kiuiice Rugg, and

\\g^ had his birth August 11, 1825, in Heath,

Franklin County, Mass. He was married Decem-

ber 26, 1850, to Miss Eunice F., daughter of Luther

Purrington, by whom he became the father of four

children, one of whom is deceased. Those living

are: Ada L., George A. and Edith L. Mrs. Eunice

Rugg departed this life in Excelsior, Minn., March

15, 1863. Our subject, on the 4th of November,

1865, was again united in marriage, this time to

Mrs. Mary T. Andrews, who was born August 16,

1820, in Steuben Countv, N. Y., and is the daugh-

ter of David and Nancy (Taylor) Weld. The

father was a son of Luther and Betty (Kogers)

Weld, the mother being in direct line of descent

from .John Rogers, who was burned at the stake.

The grandfather of Luther Weld was a native of

Wales, and on emigrating to the United States lo-

cated in Chatham, Mass., where Luther was born,

April 11, 1761; his wife was born at Guilford, Vt.,

April 9, 1772. They were both farmers in the

Green Mountain State, where their decease oc-

curred.

The father of Mrs. Weld was one of a family of

ten children, and April 20, 1852, Miss Mary, his
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daughter, was married to Austin Andrews, who

was born November 30, 1810, in Stockbrldge, Mass.

When an infant, he was talien by his parents to

New York, and from there to Ohio, and after com-

ing to Illinois, died in Winnebago County, March

i), 1H57. Jlr. Andrews came hither in 1836 in

companj' witli .Judge Whittlese\', where he was

numbered among the pioneers and prominent res-

idents. His tirst marriage, which occurred l\Iay 6,

1810, united him with Miss Sarah .T. Vance, by

whom he became the father of two children, Sa-

rah J. (Mrs. A. N. Bates), and Mary E., deceased.

Mrs. Sarah J. Andrews was the daughter of John

Vance, one of the first settlers of Seward Town-

ship, and after ten years of wedded life she died

in 1.S.50.

David Weld, the father of Mrs. Rngg, made

his advent into this county m 1814, at wiiich time

be was accompanied by his daughter. He entered

a tract of land from the Government, upon which

he resided until his decease. May 2, 1859. He was

very prominent in local affairs, and for several

years was Supervisor, being the first of the

township, County Judge and Justice of tlie Peace.

In early life an old-line Whig, he later joined the

Republican party, in whose ranks he was an ardu-

ous worker. Prior to coming to this State, Mr.

Weld was an influential resident of his Eastern

home, and for a number of years had been Deacon

in the Congregational Church.

The parents of Mrs. Rugg were married Septem-

ber 1, 1819, the lady bearing the maiden name of

Nanc3' Taj- lor. Her Ijirth occurred in Massachu-

setts, she being the daughter of Jonathan Taylor,

a native of New England. Her father was a mem-
ber of the party who threw the tea overboard in

Boston harbor. Nancy Taylor had eight brothers

and sisters, many of whom were professional men
and women, some of the latter being physicians

with an income of ^20,000 i)er 3-ear. The male

members of the family participated in tlie Revolu-

tionary War, and were fine men and soldiers.

Amos Rugg has traveled extensively throutjh-

out the United States, but is content to follow the

occupation of a farmer, in which branch of wdrk he

has been so successful. With his wife, he is an

intluential uiujnber <,)f the Congregational Church.

David W. Andrews, the eldest son of Mrs. Rugg,

was born in this county, March 15, 1851. He left

home years ago for the West, and has not been

heard from since. Abijah Andrews had his birth

March 26, 1856, and on October 14, 1879, was

married to Miss Addic Coburn, who was born in

this State, August 3, 1861. They have had two

children, Linnie May, who was born February 15,

1881, and died the following April; and Louis C,

whose birth occurred January 24, 1883.

^

mi

OSEPII J. JI. MYERS derives a comfort-

able inct^ime from his farming operations^

which he carries on successfully in Peca-

tonica Township, Winnebago County. He

is a rei)resentative of the German element that

has played so important a i)art in the settlement

and development of Illinois, and was Ijorn in Sar-

nico, Germany, June 16, 1841. His home is most

beautifully located, and the residence, which is a

handsome modern structure, cost 83,000. The home

is supplied with all the comforts aud conveniences

which stamp its owner to be a thrifty and well-to-

do citizen of the county.

The original of this sketch is a son of John and

Elizabeth Myers, and from the age of ten to six-

teen years he was emi)loyed at herding cattle in

the Old Country. In 1857, when his parents emi-

grated to the New World, he immediately found

employment on farms, receiving as remuneration

for his services ^2 per month and his board. He

also cut cord-wood for three shillings a cord, and

later, going to Milwaukee, spent two years in the

Cream City and then came to Winnebago County,

where he did farm work for four years at from $10

to $17 per month.

Mr. Myers, of tliis sketch, was married February

26, 1864, to Mlss Sophia Glawe, who died four

years later, when twenty-four years vf age. Soon

after his marriage, our subject rented a farm, which

he operated for twelve years, and in the spring of

1875 moved to his present property, which he had

purchased the year previous.

He of whom we write was married a second time

to Aliss Charlotte [Jethwiller, who was born in
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Strasbiirg, France, August 21, 1847. She was the

daugliter of Henry and Charlotte Dethwiller, and

was nine years old when brought to this countr_y

by her parents. By her union with our subject

eight children were born, viz.: Eda, who was born

June 27, 1871, married John Schraoock, a farmer;

John F. H., born February 27, 1874; Frank, Novem-

ber 13, 1875; Anna C, February 2, 1876; AVilliam

C, April 16,1878; Louisa E., February 10, 1880;

Rosa C, December 5, 1881, and Albert, the eldest

of the f,aniily, who died at tlie age of four months.

Our subject later added to his farm in Peca-

tonica Township, and is now tlie i>ropriet<)r of

•IS fine a tract of land as is to be found in the

county. His first one hundred and sixty acres cost

him ^40 per acre, and the last eighty, $60 per acre.

With his wife he is a devoted member of the Luth-

eran Church, and takes a deep interest in all church

matters. He takes a prominent part in public

affairs, and votes the straight Republican ticket.

kOUIS C. BLAKE, a well-known resident of

Rockford, now living a retired life, was

bom in Newburg, N. Y., in 1833, and there

acquired his education in the High School and an

academy. While still in his teens, he became an

auctioneer, learning the business in Albany, N. Y.,

with his grandfather, with whom he worked for

some time. He later became advance agent for

circus companies, and in this wa}' traveled for

many years through the South, becoming well ac-

quainted with all the Southern States and the

manners and customs of the people. His first

connection was with the famous "Wizard of the

Bugle," Almon Mentor, who was killed by a bur-

glar at Covington, Ky. Mr. Blake afterward went

upon the stage in the role of an Irish comedian.

For some years he was with the Bailey Theatrical

Company and played in all the leading cities of

the North and South. He seemed especially adapted

to this role and was very successful.

Mr. Blake at length came to Illinois, locating in

Rochelle, where he spent about four years. During
that time the Civil War broke out and he enlisted

in Company D, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, under

his friend, Capt. Andrus, and Col. W. 11. L. Wal-

lace. He went with his command to the front and
in October of the same year was made Sergeant of

the company. The following April he was made
Sergcant-Major of the regiment and in November,

1862, was commissioned Second Lieutenant of

Company O, to which he had been transferred

from Company D. His promotion was an acknowl-

edgment of liis meritorious conduct at tlie battle

of Ft. Donelson. In the latter part of 1863, he

resigned and was honorably discharged. His first

colonel having been killed at Ft. Donelson. lie was

afterward under the command of Col. Ransom and

participated in every engagement of his regiment

until mustered out of the service. Rheumatism

was the cause of his resignation and it afterward

confined him to his bed for nearly a whole year.

Mr. Blake married Miss Anna Kissam, of New-
burg, N. Y., who was there reared and educated.

She is a refined and cultured lady and is descended

from the old Knickerbocker stock of New York.

Her great-uncle. Col. Richard M. Varrick, was the

first Recorder and Mayor of New York City. In

their home they have some of the valuable silver

plate that belonged to the Colonel which is treasured

by them as a famil}- heirloom. They also have a

chair which belonged to Col. Varrick and was fre-

quently occupied liy Gen. Washington while the

Colonel was serving on his staff. Other branches

of the family, including the Livingstons and

Rooseveltes, have figured prominently in the his-

tory of the country.

Mr. Blake came to Rockford in 1877, and secured

a position with the Chicago & Iowa Railroad, now

belonging to the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy

Railroad. Three years later, he became ticket

agent for the latter road and also for the Chicago

& St. Paul, both having the same depot. A few

months since, lie severed his connection with the

railroad companies, having acquired a comfortable

competence. He is a genial, jovial man, warm-

hearted and well-read, and is quite prominent in

social circles. He belongs to G. L. Nevius Post

No. 1, G. A. R., and to the order of Red Men. He

h.as filled all the offices in the latter lodge and has

been representative to the Great Council of the
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State and the Ignited States. lie has also passed

through all the chairs of the Ancient Oi'dei' of

United Workmen, and has been its representative

to the Grand Lodge of the State.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Blake were born three sons

and two daughters, but Maj' died in childhood.

Cora is now the widow of C. II. Largent, and has

one child; Louis ('..Mason K. and Collins K. are

all at hiime. The pai-ents attend the Episcopal

Church. Their bcatitiful home is at No. 527 North

Church Street. Mr. Blake also owns a residence

next to his home, which is one of tlie finest in the

city.

•^-^1 WM'M

S\^l RANK S. WEBr.EU, whiise pleasant home

rfc)
in Eliira Township. Boone County, com-

prises ninety acres of land, was liorn in

Dover, Piscataquis County, l\Ie., February 21, 1834.

He is a son of Alvin Webber, who was also born

in the Pine Tree State, as was his father, Daniel

Webber. The grandfather of our subject followed

the sea for a number of years, and in 1845 came

to Illinois and located in this township, wliere he

spent his last years.

Alvin Webber was reared to agricultural pur-

suits, and resided in his native State until the re-

moval of his parents to Illinois. When locating

here, although the land was ver}- cheap, ranging in

price from -Si.25 to $5.00 ])er acre, his means were

not sutticieiit to enable him to invest in property.

He was not, however, particularly pleased with the

country, which l)ore little resemblance to its pres-

ent prosperous condition, and so rented land for

five years; during this time the country became

more settled, and he was induced by his children

to purchase land, and so became the proprietor of

the east half of the southwest quarter of section

27, Flora Township. Here he improved a good

farm, and resided until his death.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

of Susan Grover, the daughter of Abraham and

Susan (i rover. Frank S. was a lad of eleven years

when he came with his parents to Illinois, and re-

members well tlie incidents of the overland journey

and the pioneer life in this county. He attended

the pioneer school, assisted the father on the farm,

and resided at home until his marriage, when he

purchased a farm in Mcmroe Township, Ogle

County. After a residence there of seven years,

our siiliject located upon the farm which he now

occupies, and which is well improved with first-

class buildings. He has, besides, fifteen acres of

the old homestead and ten acres of timlier land in

Cherry Valley.

He of whom we write was married. May 18, 1857,

to Arvilla, daugliter of Newell and Clarinda

(Iloveiy) Watkins. She was born in Tioga County,

N. Y., .and departed this life in 1876. The lady

whom Mr. Webber chose as his second wife was

Caroline Hammill, the ceremony being performed

May 23, 1883. Mrs. Webber was born in Iowa

County, Wis., while her fatliei-, Richard Hammill,

was born, reared and married in England. On

coming to America, he made his home in Dodge-

ville, Wis., and later purchased a tract of timber

land two and one-half miles from Linden, which

was his home until his decease. The maiden name

of the mother of Mrs. Webber was Ann Yolton, a

native of Cornwall, England, who died on the

home farm in Wisconsin.

The wife of our subject was the youngest but

one in a family of sixteen children born to her

parents, and by her union with our subject is the

mother of two children, Flora Belle and Earl S.

Our subject has one child living by his first mar-

riage, Frank S., the husband of Maggie Robinson.

In politics, he votes the Republican ticket, and his

wife, in religious matters, is identified with the

IVIethodist Episcojial Church.

\l7 EMl'EL FULLER is an enterprising and ex-

I
(?3j tensive farmer of Rockford Township,

jl'—^v
^ Winnebago County, residing on section

19. He is also a representative of one of the

pioneer families of this locality and his parents

should certainl3' be re[»resented in this work. His

father, John Fuller, was born in Worthington.

Hampshire County, Mass., May 2, 1800, and was

a son of Lemuel and Susan (Haskell) Fuller. On

the 3d of September, 1831, he married Lucy

AVilder, who was born in Hampshire County,
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Mass., April 5, 1808. IWv yr;iii(lfatlier. Setli

AVilder, was a native of Salem, that State, whence

he removed to Hampshire County, there making

his home upon a farm until his death. Upon the

same farm, Abel AVilder, father of Mrs. Fuller,

was reared. On attaining to man's estate, he pur-

chased land in that localit}- and engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits, taking his grain to market in

Albany and Troy, X. Y., for there were no rail-

roads in those days. In 1816, he sold his land

and removed to Windsor, Berkshire County,

where he made his home until after the death of

his wife, when he removed to the Empire .State.

The maiden name of Mrs. AVilder was Lucy Pratt.

She was born in AA''eymouth, Mass., and died wlien

Mrs. Fuller was but ten years of age.

After the marriage of Mr. and ALs. Fuller, they

settled in txenesee County, where they made their

home until 1839, which year witnessed their emi-

gration AVestward to Illinois. They went b}' way

of the Lakes to Chicago, and thence with teams

to Rockford, which they found to be a small ham-

let in the midst of an unbroken tract of country.

Mr. Miller made a claim on section 19, Rockford

Township, and, as there were no buildings upon

it, the family made their home in a store wiiich

had been erected about a mile and a half above

their farm. They later moved into a log house in

tlie same locality, and the following spring took

up their residence in a log cabin adjoining the

claim. In 1842, Mr. Fuller erected a frame resi-

dence on his own land, and there continued to

make his home until his death, which occurred

October 27, 1858. The family had borne all the

hardships and privations of pioneer life, for when
the}- came here the work of civilization and pro-

gress had scarcelj- been begun. The few settle-

ments were widely scattered, all kinds of wild

game were plentiful, and Chicago was the nearest

market.

Mr. and Mrs. Fuller were the parents of seven

children: Lemuel, Levi B., C'liarles, Xancy, .John,

Eliza and Ellen. The mother of this family is

still living on the home farm, where she owns two
hundred and sevent^'-eight acres of valuable land

under a high state of cultivation. She is now
well advanced in years, but is remarkablj- well

preserved for one of her age. lidtli physically and

mentally, and still directs and assists in the house

work. She is an estimable lady and has a wide

circle of friends and acquaintances throughout this

community.

Lemuel Fuller was born in Covington, Genesee

County, N. Y., on tlie lOlh of Alay, 1832, and
was therefore onl}- about seven years of age when
he came with his parents to Illinois. Since tliat

time, he has resided in AVinneliago County. His

education was acquired in liie district scliools of

the neighliorliood, and until liis father's deatii he

assisted him in llie lah(.)rs of the farm, with the ex-

ception of one year, which he sjient in Harlem

Townshii). He now resides with his mother on

the liome farm and is the owner of an adjoining

farm of two luuulred find fifty acres. Jlr. Fuller

is numbered among tlie enterprising and successful

agriculturists of this community, and is a worths-

representative of so prominent a pioneer family.

»^=^»"

EXRY OLSON, poli.sher for the Skandia

Plow Company, of Rockford, is a stock-

holder and ex-Director of that concern,

and is a leading exponent of his branch

of industry. He was one of the original pro-

moters of tiiis enterprise, and since it was started,

in 1880, he has devoted his time, numev and

interest to its advancement.

Our subject is one of the many in ilucntial citi-

zens of Rockford who claim Sweden as their na-

tive country, his liirth occurring in Smoland

Province, .January 13, 1838, and he was twentj--

nine years of age when he first touched American

soil. This was about the 1st of May, 1868, and

he fust located in Muskegon, Midi. One j-ear

later, or in 1869, he came' to Rockford, and has

since been an industrious, hardworking man. For

some time he was polisher for the N. C. Thomp-
son Manufacturing Company, but since 1880 he has

been with the present company. He has been suc-

cessful, has accumulated considerable means, and

recently erected a modern and very pleasant resi-

dence at No. 509 Second Sti-eet.

Mr. Olson lost iiis parents, Olof and Christian



768 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

(Peherson) Pelicrson, when but a cliiUI. Tlioy

were members of the State C'hmvh and died when

about middle figc. lie is the onl.y one of the

family iu America. He selected as his companion

in life Miss Martha (Jlson, also a native of Snio-

land Province, where she was reared and edu-

cated, and where her father, Harold Olson, is yet

living. She was tlie only daughter of six chil-

dren, all of whom arc living in Rockford (see

sketch of Rdbert Liiid). She came to this country

alone in Ot'tobcr, 1868, resided in Michigan for a

short time, and then came to Rockford, where slic

was married to Mr. Olson. Her father, wlio is

seventy-two years of age, was for a number of

yeais a resident of Rockford, his wife dying in the

hittei- [liace in 1874, when sixty years of age. Her

maiden name was Marie Christafson, and she was

a nieiiilicr of the Lutheran Cliurch, in which her

husband still holds memliershiii. IMr. and j\Irs.

Olson have been members of tlie First Lutheran

Church of Rockford for twent}- years. Thej' arc the

parents of a bright and intelligent child, Alice A.

•~ ^- El^^

/SAAC V. SKBRIN(i. It is always a pleasure

to record the events in the life of a memlicr

of one of those grand ohl families who have

been identified with the liistory oi tliis country

since its earliest settlement, and who liave been

men of mark. The genealogy of the maternal

ancestors uf nur subject, whicli is now being jnili-

lished, sliows that their tirst re|n'esentative iu

America was William llarfweli, wlio came over in

the "Mayflower.'" Tliere are now about one thou-

sand of the name, wlio for tlie past eight years

have held annual reunions at Concord, N. II.

Their patriotism has been proved in the dark

days of warfare. Grandfather Hartwcll having

served as a soldier from Vermont in the War of

1812, and Ins father, William, having faithfully

defended the Colonies during tlie Revolutionary

War.

The jiaternal ancestors of our subject originated

in Holland, where Grandfather Sebring followed

farming pursuits until he emigrated to America.

Isaac B., father of our suliject, was born in Penn-

sylvania, in December, 1811, and passed his youth

on a farm. In 1811, near Erie, Pa., he was united

in marriage to Miss Eunice Whitney Hartwell, who
was born in Vermont in 1818 After the birth of

their first child, they removed West, in the spring

of 1845, making the journey by water to Milwau-

kee, and thence by team to lioone Count}^, where

they entered one hundred and twenty acres of

Government land on section 25, Manchester

Township.

The first step toward the improvement of the

farm was the erection of a log house, a portion of

which still stands, and which was roofed with

soil. Other improvements followed as opportunity

ottered, and when the father died, in 1862, lie left

his family comfortably provided for. He was an

upright man, firm in his convictions and a stanch

adherent of the principles of truth and justice.

During the Civil War, he enlisted as a member of

Company C, Thirteenth Wisconsin Infantry, Capt.

Cummings commanding. He served with valor

for several months, but, while marching to Kan-

sas with his regiment, was taken ill and died at a

farmhouse, in April, 1862, at the age of fifty-one

years.

The family of which our suliject is a member

consisted of eight children, one of whom died

when eigliteen months old, and Orinda when three

years old. The others were Nathan li., born De-

cember 21, 1841; Harriet, September 30, 1845;

Isaac ^^, January 27, 1850; Jane, February 6,

1852; Sarah, January 6, 1854; and Ella, March

25, 1S55. All are still living with the exception

of Nathan, who died in Washington, D. C, in

August, 1862, from the effects of a gunshot wound.

He entered the army in his twentieth j'ear, be-

coming a member of Company K, Seventh Wis-

consin Infantry, Capt. Gordon commanding, and

served as a private until his death.

The mother of our subject was a daughter of

William and Jane (Whitney) Hartwell, natives of

New Flnglaiid, who removed to Illinois in 1845.

She died in F'ebruary, 1860, at the age of seventj'-

foru- years, leaving to her children a small estate

of forty acres. All the children are married ex-

cept our subject. Harriet is now Mrs. Augustus

Cushman, of Shirland, AVinnebago County; Jane
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became the wife of J. H. Liyingston, a carpenter

and mason; Sarah married Willis HoUister, of Bel-

videre; Ella is the wife of Oliver AVebt-ter, of

Manchester Township, Boone County.

Our subject has passed his entire life in Boone

Country, and is now numliered among the prosper-

ous farmers of Manchester Township, where he

has a fine farm on section 35. The place com-

prises one hundred and sixty acres, including the

forty acres of the old homestead. In 1872, he

bought forty acres, paying thercfoi' the sum of

$1,150, and in 1885 he purchased eiglity acres for

13,000, including some splendid farming land.

He conducts a general farming business and also

engages in stock-raising to some extent. In 1881,

he improved his farm b_y the erection of a large

and substantial frame residence, in which he makes

his home. He is a man of public spirit, has served

his fellow-citizens as Highway Commissioner and

School Director, and exerts his influence in behalf

of those measures which are conducive to the

good of the community.

—^—^^--^^—
APT. WILLIAM D. E. ANDIJUS. One of

the oldest and most highly-respected citi-

zens of Winnebago County, who has been

prominently connected with its growth and devel-

opment for man}' years, is Capt. William D. E.

Andrus, of Kockford, whose i)ortrait is shown on

another page.

A native of Chautauqua County, N. Y., our

subject came West with his parents and with them

settled in Illinois as early as 1843. Since then,

with the exception of about four years spent in

the army jind a few 3'ears in Dakota, he has been

a resident of this county. He has ever been in-

dustrious and practical, and as a result of his en-

erg}' and good management he is the owner of a

large amount of property in Kockford and exten-

sive tracts of land in Bon Homme Count}', S. Dak.,

which is fast develoiiing as a farming and dairy

county. He has been interested in Dakota real

estate since 1879, about which time he filled the

position of Indian Agent at the Yankton Agency
for three years and a half. He became interested

in that State but not sullicieiill\- tn (au^c liini to

leave Illinois, his achiptcd Slate, in which he was

reared and educated.

When the war liroke nut, our sulijocl: was among
the first to resp<in<l to his counlry's call and was

in the company that lirst telegraphed its services

to the Governor in Februar\', IWdl, und that was

one of the first to be accc[it(Ml. The ollicial record,

direct from Washington, 1). C'., was as follows:

'Entered service as a private, IJockford Zouaves,

April 20. 18()L Mustered into service as Second

Lieutenant, Company D, Eleventh Illinois Iiifantr}-,

April 311, 18(;i. Regiment organized at Spring-

field, III., for llirce months" scivicc. Ordered to

\'illa Ridge, III., May 5, IsOl. Duty there un-

til .Tune 20, and at I'.ird's Point, Mo., until .July .'in.

Mustered out .hil\- 3o, ISdl, ex|)iiation of term

of enlistment. Ite-enlisted in three years' sei'V-

ice as Captain of Conipan}- D, Eleventh I llinois

luf.antry, .luly .jO, IMCl. Assigned to W. II. L.

Wallace's Third Brigade, District of Southeast Mis-

souri, August, 1861, to .Tainiary, 1862. Second

Brigade, First Division, Military District of Cairo,

to February, 1862. Second Brigade, First Division,

Army of Tennessee, to August, 1862. Paducah, Ky.,

to November 1862. First Brigade, Sixth Division.

Left Wing, Thirteenth Corps. Department of the

Tennessee to December, 1862. First Brigade, Sixth

Division, Seventeenth Corps, Army of Tennessee,to

September. 1863. Second Brigade, Fourth Division,

Seventeenth Corps, to February, ISIU. Second

Brigade, First Division, Seventeenth Cori>s, to

August, 1864. Skirmish at Charleston, ]\Io., Au-

gust, 1861. Expedition toward New Madrid,

September 9, 1861; another toward Charleston,

October 6. One .against Thompson 's forces, Novem-

ber 2, 1861. Expedition to Charleston, January 7,

1862. Ft. Henry, Tennessee, February 2. Ca[)ture

of Ft. Henry, February 6. Assault on Ft. Donel-

son, February 1 1 to the loth. Severely wounded

by gunshot in right hip. Ab.sent with wounds

until April. Rejoined regiment at Shiloli, A|iril 7.

Siege of Corinth, Miss., April 30 to May 30.

March to Jackson, Tenn. Duty there imtil August.

Trenton Ferry, July 1 and 2. iSIarch to Lexington,

July 23 to 28. Ordered to Cairo, III.. August 2.

Ordered to I'aducah, Kv., Auyiist 23. Trenton
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Fervy, .T11I3' 1 and 2. Maicli to Lexington July 23

to 28. Expedition to IlopkinsviUe, Ky., October

31 and NovcnilKr 13. jMoved to La Grange, Tenn.,

November 20 to 2 1. (irant's Central Mississippi

Campaign. Operatinns on Mississippi Central

Raihx)a(l to the Yocknapatafa River from Novem-

ber, lb(52, until January, 18(;3. Action at Talla-

liatcliic River, November 30. Moved to Memphis,

Teuu., and thence to Young's Point, La., January

17, 18C3, and to Lake Providence, Fcljruary 11.

Expedition to American T>cnd. .Marcli 17 to 28.

Movement on Lruinsburg and ( Jrand (iulf, April

25 to 30. Battle of Port Gib.son, Ma}' 1; Raymond,

May 12; Jackson, May 14; Champion Hills, May
IG; Big Black River, May 17; siege of Vicksburg,

May 19 to Julj' 4; assault on Vicksburg, May 19

and 22; surrender of Vicksburg Jul_y 4. Detached

on recruiting service in Illinois from July to Sep-

tember. Rejoined regiment at Natchez and tem-

porarily on staff of Gen. Ransom, commanding at

that point. Expediton into Louisiana, September

1 and 8. Moved to Vicksburg, October 12;on duty

there until July, 186 4. Yazoo Expedition, February-

1 to IM.arch 8. Liverpool Heights, February 5.

Yazoo City, March !'>. Black Kiver Bridge, until

April 26. Expedition to Yazoo City, May 4 to 21

Benton, Miss.. May 7, Vaughan Ma^' 12; Yazoo City

May 13; Vaughan Station, May 14. Duty at

Vicksburg, as Assistant Provost Marshal, June

and July. Expedition to Jackson, Miss., July 1

to 7. Clinton July I; Jackson, Jul}- fj and 6;

Clinton, July 7. Mustered out, July 31, 18G4,

expiration of term."" These facts, taken from the

Adjutant-Generars Report, show conclusively that

the war iccoi-d rif C'a]it. Andrus is a good one.

After his return to the city of Rockford, Capt.

Andrus embarked in business enterprises and has

been faii'ly successful. He has a pleasant, cheerful

disposition, is soci.able and agreeable and his friends

are legion. He has been an active worker in the

G. L. Nevius Post No. l.CL A. R., which he organ-

ized and of which he w.as the first Commander.
The name it bears was suggested by Mr. Andrus,

who gave it that title in honor of the first Captain

of Company I), who subsequently became Colonel

of the Eleventh Regiment and was killed in the

liattle of \'ickslmrg.

Mr. Andrus i> a Thirty-second degree Mason,

being a niemlierof the Oriental Consistory of Chi-

cago. He was a charter member of the Crusader

Commandery No. 17, of Rockford, and was the

Commander under a second dispens.ation, aLo

filled the same position after the lodge was char-

tered. He has filled several of the offices of the

Chapter and Blue Lodges, the former, Winnebago

Chapter No. 24, and the latter. Star of the East

No. 166. In politics he is a strong Republican.

Our subject was married in Chicago, 111., to Miss

Isabella Westfall, a native of Brooklyn, N. Y., who

w.as reared and educated at Sag Harbor. Her death

occurred at the family residence in Rockford, in

1873, when in the prime of life. She was an in-

telligent, accomplished lady, and a devout mem-

ber of the Presbyterian Church. They were the

parents of two children, both of whom died young.

LEXANDER SJHTH. The farming com-

munity of Harlem Township, Winnebago
'^ County, recognizes a worthy representa-

tive in the subject of this notice, who pur-

sues the even tenor of his way on a magnificent

tr.act of three hundred and twenty acres on section

3.5. He exercises considerable influence in the

community, and is looked upon as one of its most

reliable men. His industrious, frugal and temper-

ate habits have gained him a competence which

will enable him to jjass his declining years in peace

and comfort.

A number of the best residents in Harlem

Township have been tiorn in Argyleshire, Scotland,

which is also the birthplace of our subject, his

natal d.ay being June 21, 1832. His parents were

Daniel and Mary (Montgomery) Smith, whose

sketch will be found in the biography of Robert

Smith, on another page of this book. Our subject

was a lad of ten 3'ears when making the trip to

America with his parents, and remembers well the

ocean voyage and the pioneer life in this countr}-

After the death of his father, he carried on farm-

ing in company with his brothers, .and in 1852,

when a division of the projierty was made, they
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owned nearly six hundred acres. Daniel and our

subject settled on the farm where Mr. Smith resides

at the present time, and continued to work to-

gether until 1858, when the latter purchased his

brother's interest in the old homestead, and beg'an

its cultivation. He has been very successful in all

his undertakings, and is now one of the largest

land-owners in the county, his farm being well im-

proved and stocked with the best grades of horses,

cattle, etc.

In 18.')8, our subject was married to Ann Smith,

also a native of Kintyve, Scotland, and the daughter

of James and Martiia (Johnson) Smith. To tliem

have been born six children: Barbara J., Hugh J.,

Mary A., and tlu-ee deceased. The family are all

members of the Willow Creek Prosbytoi'ian Church

and have many friends in their wide circle of ac-

quaintances.

ISRAEL SOVEREIGN. Among the men who

east their fortunes in Winnebago Countj^ 111.,

in 1840, and whose memory is respected bj-

the people of this region is .lohn Sovereign,

the father of our subject. He was horn in New
Jersey, on the 28th of February, 1797, and was of

German descent, although his parents were natives

of New Jersey. He was four years of age when his

parents moved to Ontario, Canada, and there he

grew up to farm life, and was married to Miss M.

Mabee. She was born in Canada, of Canadian par-

entage, and was probably of English descent.

After marriage, John Sovereign and wife moved
to Malihido Township, and there the latter died, in

1839, when just thirty-nine 3-ears of age. She left

ten children, nearly all of whom grew to mature

years. Two are now in California, one in Mis-

souri and two in this State.

After the death of his wife, in 1839, John Sov-

ereign came with teams and wagons and brought

his family to Winnebago County, and November
10 of that year settled in Guilford Township.

Being left with a large family, Mr. Sovereign

took for his second wife Mrs. Mary Mason, a native

of Illinois, and their marriage occurred in Boone
County. She had a number of children by her

first marriage, and died in tliis county when quite

aged. Mr. Sovereign and both wives were mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he

was a local minister in Winnebago County, l)eing

known far and wide as a good, earnest Christian.

He passed most of liis life in that county, biit died

in California while on a visit to his son George,

August 20, 1870. He wa^ tlien seventy-two 3-ears

of age. He was one of tlie leading pioneers of

Guilford Township, and one of its best citizens.

Active in benevolent and charitable enterprises,

strong in his friendship, nni\ lirave in his defense

of the right, few men were betier respected than

John Sovereign.

Israel Sovereign, our subject, was liorn in the

Province of Ontario, Canada, November G, 1827,

and finished his growth in Guilford Township,

this county. In 18.'J7, he came to Rockford, and

became connected with the hardware business,

which he followed until 1883, being one of the

leading iiardware dealers on the West Side. He

3"et owns a business block on South Main Street.

Mr. Sovereign was one of the promoters of the

Rockford Watch Company', is a stockholder in the

same, and was one of the committee to investigate

the watch-making business. Since its organization,

he has been a Director, and has rejuesented the

watch c<mipany on tlie road for fiye years. He is

a live business man, and lias met with wonderful

success for his house in the Northwestern States

and parts of Canada, being very popular in his

business, and justly merits the large measure of

success achieved hj' his skill and industry. He is

sociable and genial, a very pleasant conversation-

alist, strictly temperate in his habits, and, although

sixty-four years of age, is free from ills and pains,

and is as active as most men of forty. Our sub-

ject was married in this count}' to Jliss Laura

Judd, who came from Ohio to this State in early

girlhood. Her parents, Jason and Rebecca (Shaw)

Judd, settled on a farm in Durand Township, and

there passed the remainder of their da3's. They

were natives of Vermont and Massachusetts, re-

spectivel}^, and were representative people of their

coinmunitj'. Mr. and Mrs. Sovereign have three

children: C. Eugene, a prominent business man of

Rockford, who first married a ^liss Doyle, and after
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lier death maniRcl Miss Elsie Irvine; Fred J., pro-

prietor of the City Ice Company, married Luella

Rhoades; and Aliio M., at home. The family ai'e

members of the Metliodist Episcopal Churcli, and

Mr. Sovereign is a Republican in politics.

\f|()IIX EULAXDKR is luiw living a retired

I

life after many years devoted to active

^~.\ \
Imsincss in RucUford, where he has made

(^1' his home since 1.S51. lie is one of the

worthy citizens tliat Sweden has furnished to this

community. His birth <iccurred in that countr_y,

April 7, 1.S2(:. and he i^ a son of .John and Steine

(Pearson) .Tolmson, who spent their entire lives in

their native land. The father died at the age of

eighty-two years, his wife at the ago of seventy-

nine, and her motiier reached the advanced age of

ninety-four. They were life-h.nig meml.iers of the

Lutheran Church.

In 1854, our subject, his brother Peter, and sis-

ter Katie bade good-bye to their old home, and

sailed from Gottenburg to New York City, reach-

ing their destination after a voyage of seven

weeks. They came on at once to Rockford, and

all are }-et living in this city. Mr. Erlander was

married, in 185.5, to Miss Christine Peterson, a na-

tive of Sweden, who came to Rockford the year

previous, and died in 1857, at the age of twenty

j-ears, leaving one son, AVilliani, who departed this

life at the age of fifteen. Our subject was again

married, in 1857, this union being with a sister of

his first wife. In gas Peterson, who was born in

Sweden, .Inly 11, 183:3, and is a daughter of Peter

and Katie (Orvid) .lolmson, who were also natives

of that country, and who came to Rockford in

1854. Tiiey both died of cholera during the first

week after locating in this city, at the ages of

forty-eight and fifty-two .years, respectively-. They
were members of tlie Lutheran Church.

Unto Mr. antl Mrs. Erlander have been born

seven childien: Frank, who died in childhood; Al-

fred is living in Chicago; Frank C, a watch-maker

of Rockford; Peter P^., who carries on a confec-

tionery estalilisliment in Chicago; Hannah C, a

dressmaker of tiiiscity; Mary O., a milliner; and

John J. The children all received good educa-

tional advantages, and are doing well in life. Tiiej'

and the parents are all members of the First Luth-

eran Church. They have a pleasant home at No.

402 South Third Street, supplied with all the com-

forts and many of the luxuries of life, and in so-

cial circles they rank high.

IMr. Erlander came to this city a poor man, with

no capital except a knowledge of the tailor's trade.

After working for some time for S. P. Franklin

and John Frclla as a journeyman, he oi)ened a

little shop of his own, and in the spring of 1801.

went into tlie tailoring business with S. A. John-

son, the [lartnership continuing uninterrupted un-

til 1885. In the meantime, the}' enlarged their

business and carried a complete and extensive

stock of ready-made clothing and gents' furnish-

ing goods. From the beginning, their trade con-

stantly increased, and it proved to Mr. Erlander a

successful enterprise. In company with a few oth-

ers, he became the founder of the Rockford I'nion

Furniture Company in March, 1876, which has be-

come one of the leading enterprises of the oil}'.

He w.as its first President, holding the office for

three years, and was one of its Directors .as long as

he continued his connection with the company.

He aided in establishing the Excelsior Furniture

Company in 1880, became a member of the Board

of Directors, and at one time the liurden of the

whole business rested almost entirely upon him.

This was during the critical period of its existence,

but he tided it safely over its threatened failure,

and has made it one of the important industries of

the city. He has been one of its Directors and its

President for some years.

Mr. Erlander is a stockholder and Director in

the Central Furniture Company; a stockholder in

the Manufacturers' Bank; a stockholder and Di-

rector in the Rockford Brick Company; and was

one of the chief organizers of the Swedish Mutual

Fire Insurance Company, established in 1873. He

became President of the company after its organi-

zation, and still holds that office. The important

part he has borne in these enterprises has aided

materially in the upbuilding of the city, the pros-

perity of his fellow-tOM'nsmcn, and his own success.

In politics, he is a stalwart Republican, and has
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been Supervisor of the Second Ward for nine

years. He was one of the first members of the

First Swedish Lutheran Church and Sundaj^-sehool,

in which he has always been very much interested,

has given liberally to its support, and taken an ac-

tive part in ils work. Whatever tends to Ijenelit

the community is sure to receive his liearty co-oii-

eration,and his aid is never withheld from any en-

terprise. He is an honored and valued citizen,

respected by all, and it is with pleasure that we

present this sketch to our readers.

ILLIAM C. PROUTY, deceased, was born

in Brattleboro, Vt, in 1810, a descendant

of an old and prominent New England

family. He was educated in the High School of

his native town and entered upon his business ca-

reer in New York City, where he canied on trade

in Chatham Square, then a prominent business

quarter of the metropolis.

Returning to his native town, Mr. Prouty was

joined in wedlock with Miss Adeline A. Whcelock,

who was born in Wardsboro, Vt., in 1812. She

was graduated from the Brattleboro Aeademj- and

engaged in teaching for a short time before her

marriage. Her father. Judge Henry Wheelock, was

also a native of Vermont and was a son of Asa

AVheelock, a native of Massachusetts and a promi-

nent citizen of Windham County, Vt., where he

resided for many years. His sou Henry was Judge

of that count}' for some years and afterward came

to Illinois, bringing with him a stock of goods.

He established a store in Byron, and was thus en-

gaged for some time, becoming a prominent citizen

of Ogle Count}'. In politics, he was first a Whig
and afterward a Republican, and held membership

in the Congregational Church. In the Green

Mountain State, he was married to Adelphia Con-

verse, who was born in Massachusetts, but spent

the greater part of her girlhood in Windham
County, Vt. She proved to her husband a true

helpmate until her death, which occurred in Rock-

ford at an advanced age. Judge Wheelock later

died at the age of eighty-two, at the home of his

daughter, Mrs. Lewis, of this city. A brother, Fred,

is now living on the old homestead in Byron, 111.;

Erastus resides with Mrs. Prouty, and Mrs. Charles

Lewis makes her home in Rockford.

Mr. Prouty first came to Illinois in 1844 and did

business for some time in Byron, Ogle County,

with his father-in-law. Judge Wlieclock. He after-

ward established a general inerchaiidi,se store in

Pecatonica and subsequently came to Rockford.

He was one of the leading men in this count}' for

years and was well and widely known in Ijusiness

circles. He came to Rockford in tiie siiriiig of 1875,

and here engaged in the boot and slioe Ijusiness

until his death, when he was succeeded by his son

Henry, who died just seven years later. Fred

Prouty, another son of our suliject, then became

proprietor of the store and slill carries on Imsiness

at No. 126 State Street.

Our subject ever took a prominent part in polit-

ical affairs and was a co-worker and a great friend

of Horace Greeley. He was one of the leaders in

the W. H. Harrison campaign and his widow now
has in her possession a letter written at that time,

which reads as follows:

Williamsburir. Novcnilier 17, 1840.

Sir:

You are requested to attend a regular

meeting of the Williamsburg Ti|)pccanoe Associa-

tion on Tuesday evening, Nuvemlicr 17, at seven

o'clock, at the log caliiu.

B}' order of

Tkmim.k F.w, President,

Wii.i.iAiM C. Plan TV, Secretary.

Our subject was well fitted to be a leader of the

people, and wherever he went occujiied that posi-

tion. He was straightforward and uinight in all

things, an honored and worthy iiiaii wlio was held

in high regard by all who knew him. He died at

his home in Rockford, September 8, 1878, at the

age of sixty-eight years, and many friends mourned

his loss. As pioneer, friend and neigiibor, he won

the esteem of all, and his portrait, which is pre-

sented on another page, will be regarded as a val-

uable addition to this work.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Prouty were born five chil-

dren but two sons, botli' bearing tlie name of Will-

iam H., died in the Empire State. IIeiir\- died at

his home in this city when thirt}-six years of age.

The living are Adelaide A., wife of Dr. T. M.
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Butler, a resident of Detroit; and Fred C, who

married Sadie Kemp, of Cliicago. and is now car-

rjing on tlie sline liu>incss I'slalili^lied l>.v his

father. Mr>. rruuly is anient cstiiiiaMe iady, warm-

hearted and Inie. and |i(isscssLn- many noljle

(Hialities and exeellencies of eharaeter which endear

her to all.

AiAIPSON (UiKTTON, Ju. The folluwin.^'

V^^^
jij ji liricf sketeli of tlie career of Mr. Gret-

ton, a man whose [iresent sulistantial posi-

tion in life has been reached entirely

Ihroutrh his own iiersc\'crance; and the facts con-

nected with Ids agricultural oiieiations and their

results only show what a person with courage and

enlightened views can accomplisli. The subject

of this sketch first saw the light of day in New
York State, his liirlh occurring in IMonroe Count}-,

near the town of lirockport, September 19, 1843.

The father of our subject, Sampson Gretton, Sr.,

was born in Staffordshire, England, and was mar-

ried to Miss Mary Berry, who was also a native of

England, born in Lancasliire. They came to Amer-

ica at an early date, settled in New York State,

where the\' were married, and there made their

home until the spring of ISI',1, when they came to

llinois. They located on the farm no\v' owned Iiy

our subject and Ijought the land of a iM-othor, who

had taken it from Ihe Government. Here they

passed the remainder of their days engaged in till-

ing the soil, and were much esteemed in the com-

munity. The fatlier died when about seventy-eight

j'ears of age, and tlic mother at the age of seventy-

six. They were the [larents of three children, but

lost two in infancy, our suliject being the only one

now living. They made many imiirovements on

their tine farm, and lived to see the w-ilderness

blossom like the rose.

Sampson Gretto)i, .lr.,has been a resident of the

old home-place for many years, unil the improve-

ments begun by his parents he has completed and
made perfect, lie >till lives in the house first

erected liy his [larenls, is the owner i.if one hun-

dred and forty-two acres of land and is pros}ierous

and contented. On tlie 2:3(1 of November, 18G'.»,

our subject was united in marriage to Miss Sarah

Lawman, a native of Lincolnshire, England, born

December 30, 1848, and the daughter of John and

Rebecca (Fillingham) Lawman, also natives of that

country. In the year 1851. her parents came to

the United States and settled in Spring Township,

Boone County, 111., where they still reside. Tiiey

are classed among the best citizens of the county,

and are active in all movements that have for their

object the imiirovement and development of the

county and township.

Three children have blessed our subject's union:

Alice M., born on the 22d of May, IsTl; Wallace,

Jlay 3, 1875, and Ch.arles II., liorn on the 22d

of .January, 18ii0, all natives of this township

and county. At an earlj- age, our subject became

familiar with the duties of the farm, and agricul-

tural pursuits have been his principal occupation

since. He is thorough and enterprising, and every-

thing about his well-kept farm indicates that he is

one of the prosperous and substantial men of the

county. His excellent wife is a noted housekeeper,

and is a lady of culture and intelligence. Her

paternal grandparents were William and Amelia

Lawman and her maternal grandparents, AVilliam

and Sarah (Thursby) Fillingham, natives of Not-

tinghamshire, England. The great-grandfather,

.John Thursby, w.as also a native of Nottingham-

shire, England. Like his father, our subject is a

decided Republican in his political views, and is a

jtnuig advocate of the iiriiicii)les of that part\-.

Mill J. CliMMINGS, who carries on general

farming on section 17, Guilford Township,

Winnebago County, claims Ohio as the State

of his nativit}'. He was born in Thompson,

(ieauga County, December 28, 1832. His grand-

father, John Cummiugs, was an agriculturist, and

spent his entire life in West Swanzey, N. II. He

wedded Mary Hawk, Their son, Nehemiah Cum-

miugs, was born in West Swanzey, there acquired a

common-school education, and, when a young

man, started for the Far West. He became a pio-

neer of (ieauga County, Ohio, and [)urchased a

tract of heavily timbered land in Thompson Town-
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ship, upon which be built a log cabin. There the

family lived in true frontier style, and, while the

father worked in the fields, the mother spun and

wove tiie cloth used in making her cliildren's gar-

ments. It was in 1844 that they left that home,

and with their four children started with a team

to Winnebago County, where they arrived seven-

teen days later. Mr. Cummings purchased land in

Guilford Township, a tract of wild prairie land,

and again the family experienced tlie hardships

and privations of pioneer life. He there made his

home until his death, in January, 1866. His wife,

who bc)re the maiden name of Rebecca Coltam,

was a native of Lincolnshire, England, and a daugh-

ter of Vincent Coltam.

Mr. Cummings, of this sketch, has long been a

resident of Winnebago Count}', whither he came

with his father when a lad of twelve years. He
aided in the farm work, and remained at home
until 1853, when he spent one year in Ohio. In

1854, lie went to Iowa, but after a few months re-

turned to this State, and in 1856 again went to

Iowa, entering a tract of Government land in

Floyd Township, but did not make a permanent

location there. He afterwards exchanged tliat farm

for his present home, upon which he lias resided

since his marriage.

On the 28th of October, 1858, Mr. Cummings
wedded Anna Butler, a native of Franklin Town
ship, Lj-coming County, Pa. Her father was born

in the North of Ireland, and was a sou of John and

Elizabeth (Bradley) Butler, who were natives of

the Emerald Isle, and of Scotch descent. With his

parents, he came to America when five j'ears of

age, and w.as reared and married in Pennsylvania,

wedding Hannah Farr, a native of the Keystone

State, as were her parents, William and Anna
(Smith) Farr. They were of English lineage, and

both the paternal and maternal grandfathers, Wil-

liam Farr and George Smith, were Revolutionary

soldiers. Mr. Butler served in the War of 1812)

and in 1854 came to Illinois, locating in Rockford

Township, Winnebago County. He bought a farm

upon which he resided until his death, four years

later.

Four children have been born unto Mr. and

Mrs. Cummings: Lillian, now the wife of Charles

Fitts; Mary E., wife of Edwin Gorham; Abigail,

wife of Elmer Knoud, and Butler N., who married

Ella P^Uiott. The parents attend the Christian

L'nion Church, of Rockford, and are worthy Chris-

tian peoijle, possessed of many excellencies of char-

acter. In politics, Mr. Cummings is a Republican,

and, socially', is a member of Nevius Post No. 1,G.

A. R. During the late war, he manifested his loy-

alty to the Linion by enlisting, July 28, 1862, as a

member of Company D, Seventy-fourth Illinois

Infantry. He served until the 1st of January fol-

lowing, when, on account of disability, he re-

ceived his discharge. For two or three years he was

unable to work, after which he resumed farming,

and has since followed that occupation with signal

success.

=^>-^|e<| i—

ETER M. NELSON, contractor and

jjj
builder of masonry and brick work, who

has made his home in Rockford since 1874,

is another of the worthy citizens that Swe-

den has furnished to W^innebago County. lie was

born in England, on the 12th of January, 1852,

and was reared and educated in his native coun-

try. His father, Nelso Peter Danielson, died

in Sweden when forty-two 3'ears of age. His wife

is yet living and is about sixtj^-seven years of age.

Her maiden name was Chesta Ilawkinson, and she

has been a life-long member of the Swedish Lu-

theran Church, to which her husband also belonged.

Three brothers, Alfred, John A. and Gust, have

joined our subject in this country and now live in

Rockford. Alfred wedded Christina Begeholdt, of

Sweden; John A. married Emma Danielson, of the

same country; and Gust was joined in wedlock

with Anna Johnson.

Our subject was the first of his family to leave

his native land and seek a home in the New
World. He crossed the Atlantic from Sweden

to Baltimore, and went Westward, landing in

Chicago on the 12th of May, 1872. For two

years he resided in that city and there learned his

trade as a mason and brick layei-. In 1874, as be-

fore stated, we find him a resident of Rockford,

where he has since been en ".aged in business. He
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has met with signal success in his undertakings

and has worla'd liis w:iv u|i\varil from an humble

position t<)<)ne nf allliicuce. He is now enjoying a

lil)eral i>;ilroji;ige. and has hcliied huild some two

hundred and forty-.^even of tlie good homes and

|juMic Imildings of the city, and is liie owner

of some valualih' i>i-oi)erfy, iiiehiding a liriek and

stone block at No. Ido Seventh Street, together

with his residence at No. 1(17 Sixth Street.

In this city Mr. Nelson led to the marriage al-

tar Miss Selma Harding, who was liorn in Sweden

in ISf!.'), and came to the United States when a

chilli i.if only three years with her parents, who

took up their residence in Uockford and have

since made their home in thiseity. Tlie death of

Mrs. Nelson occurred on the -iCth of .Uuie, l.S'.H.

She left thi'ee I'hildren to nnnu'ii her loss: Herbert

A., Kluier L. and ^'erna A.

Mr. Nelson holds nienibei'ship with the Lu-

theran t'liuich, as did also his wife. In [lolitics,

he is a suiii)orter of Repuliliean |irinci[)les lint has

never sought or desired political [irefermeiit for

himself, as his time and attentiini have been

wholly taken up with his business, in which he

has met with signal success. He is pulilic-s|iirited

and progressive, manifesting a commendable in-

terest in all that pertains to the welfare of the cit^y,

and is rogardecl by his fellow-townsmen as a man
of sterling worth. He ranks high in business cir-

cles and is well known throughout this commun-
ity, where he lias made his homi' for eighteen con-

secutive years.

-^-j HARLEST. SPACEMAN, (me of the prom-

inent citizens of ISelvidere, claims Illinois

as the St;ite of his nativit\-. He was born

December 'is, I HP.', and is a son of William Spaek-

man. The gi-andfather, George Spackman, was a

native of iMigland, and became a liaptist preacher.

He came to America in 1S2(I, and, after a year

spent in New York, removed to Canada, locating

four miles from St. Thomas, at what is now known
as the Five Stakes. He creeled a connnodicnis

house and opened a tavern. He also enL;at;cd in

farming, and on Sunday lilh'd a neighboring jiul-

pit. At Five Stakes he resided until his death,

which occurred at the advanced age of one hun-

dred and three years, while his wife reached the

. age of ninety-seven. They had a family of six

sons and five daughters.

William Spackman was a lad of twelve years

when he came to America with his parents. He
remained on the old.home farm until 1837, when

he emigrated to Illinois and cast in his lot with

the pioneer settlers of Ogle County. He was a car-

penter by trade and erected the first building

which could properly be called a store in Rockford.

He was a member of the vigilance committee

which was organized for i)rotection against horse

thieves and banditti of the prairie and is said to

be one of the eleven men who shot the Drinalls.

He was one of those arrested and held for trial,

but the vigilautees visited the judge in large num-

bers and secured their release. Mr. Spackman se-

cured a tract of laud in Marion Township, a short

distance from Byron, and there resided until 1852,

when he came to Boone County, and purchased

the Blood farm in Spring Township, engaging in

agricultural pursuits at that place until 1861, when

he enlisted in Company F, Forty-fifth Illinois In-

fantry, and participated in the battles of Ft.

Donelson, Shiloh, Vieksburg and many others.

He was afterwards taken sick, transferred to the

invalid corps, and went to Washington with Col.

P>oyd. Although using his cratch, he went out

from there and fought Earl3''s troops in Virginia.

He served three years and three months, after

which he was honorably discharged and returned

home. He continued to reside in this county un-

til 1872, when he went to Arkansas, and bought

a plantation at Grand Lake, engaging in agricul-

tural pursuits until his death, in 1886. He wed-

ded INIary Smith, daughter of John Smith, one of

the pioneers of Michigan. She now resides with

her children in Arizona. The family number the

following children: Charles T., Mary A., Phila,

Emma, Ilattie and AVilliam.

The early educational advantages which our

subject received were those afforded by the com-

mon .schools. He afterwards attended school in

Belvidere, and in 1866 and 1867 was a student in

the State University at Ann Arbor, Mich. On his
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return home he resumed farming, which he followed

until 1871, when lie began the study of law with

(). II. Wright. He studied one year and then again

engaged in farming until 1876. Having been ad-

mitted to the Bar, he commenced pr.actice in that

year and is now numbered among he prominent

attorneys of Belvidere.

In 1872, Mr. Spackman wedded Jliss Kliza

Roach, who was born near Marietta, Uhio, and is a

daughter of John and Sarah Roach. They have

ten children and the family circle yet remains un-

broken. In order of birth they are as follows:

Charles, Hattie, Emma, Bessie, Frank, William,

V'ina, Daisy, Grace and John.

In politics, Mr. .Spackman is an ardent Republi-

can and has frequently served as delegate to the

county, district and State conventions. He was

a charter member of T. G. Lavvler Camp, c f which

he is now Captain, was one of the organizers of

Boone Camp No. 52, M. W. A., is a member of the

Royal Arcanum, Knights of P3-thias, and of Bel-

videre Lodge Jso. 543, National Union. His wife

is State President of the L. A. S. of S. of V. of

Illinois. Mr. Spackman was elected Police Magis-

trate in 1885 and served continuous!}^ until 1890,

when he was elected Justice of the Peace and now
holds that office. He is an able lawyer and his

merit has won him high rank at the Bar of Boone

County.

^^EORGE W. REEVES, deceased, is num-

II
(—, bered among the early settlers of Rockford,

^^^ii|l and for many years was one of its leading

citizens. He was born in Gloucestersliire, Jlngland,

October 15, 1800, and was descended from an old

English family which iiad resided in that country

since the days of William the Conqueror. His

l)arents lived and died in Gloucestershire, where

they were highly respected residents .and prominent

Episcopalians.

Under the parental roof our subject was reared

to manhood and in his native county learned the

trade of a carriage-maker which he followed for

twenty years in England, becoming an eflicientand

skilled mechanic, and throughout his life thechar-

35

acter of his work justified the complimentary

words passed upon it. Ere leaving his native land,

he was united in marriage with Miss Elizalieth

Reeves, who was born and reared in (il(.)uceslcr-

sliirc, but, though of the same name, was not of the

same famil}' as her husband. After the birth of

three children, they left their old home and took

passage upon a sailing-vessel at Liverpool, in the

summer of 1851. At length they landed at New
York City, whence the}' came directly tj Rockford.

Two of the children have since died. Mary A.,

the eldest, became the wife of George Reeves, now
a resident of California, and died leaving two

children : Charles E., who married INIiss Cora Moore

and now resides in Pomona, Cal.; and Clara A.,

wife of D. N. Burrett, also of l\)inoiia. Another

child, Frank ?]., is deceased, (/ieorge C, the onl\-

son of Mr. and Mrs. Reeves, dieil in middle life.

He married Myra B. Weldon, who is also deceased.

They were the parents of one daughter, Daisy C,
now a student in the Normal of Los Angeles. Cal.

Fannie M., the only surviving child of Mr. and

Mrs. Reeves, is the widow of Rev. John 11. Reeves,

who died in 1885. He was a Methodist clergyman,

belonging to the Rock River Conference, and his

consistent Christian life endeared him to all his

acquaintances. His widow now resides with her

mother and is a most estimable Christian lady

whose life is devoted to the work of the Master.

She is especiall}' interested in missions and is the

Corresponding Secretary of the Women's Foreign

Missionaiy Society in the Methodist Church of

the Rockford district.

On coming to Rockford, our subject established

a blacksmith and wagon and carriage making shop,

and for some years the firm of Reeves & Co., his

son-in-law, George Reeves, being his partner, did

an extensive and successful business, located on

West State Street. Their constantly increasing

trade caused them to give employment to a nnm-

ber of men, and in the pursuit of business Mr.

Reeves acquired a good competence, wliich enabled

him to spend his last years in retirement. Soon

after coming to Rockford, he purchased the lot on

which he built his home and there resided until his

death, which occurred October 22, 1887. He had

been a resident of Rockford for nune than thirty-
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six years, during which time lie had proved his

wortli as a citizen, a straiglitforward business man
and honorable gentleman. His lineaments are per-

petuated for coming generations by his portrait on

another page.

Mrs. Reeves still survives her husband and i-e-

sides at their old home. She is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and her earnest

Christian life is worthy of emulation. On March

27, 1892, she was seventy-nine years of age, but

her yeais rest lightly upon her and her hair is

hardly streaked with silver.

\i7 YMAN TAYLOR, who resides on section 28,

I ((§) Harlem Township, is numbered among the

;'—^^, early settlers of Winnebago County, of

1840, and during the half-century which has since

passed has been prominent!}' identified with its

upbuilding and advancement. He was born in

Middlefield, Hampshire County, Mass., October 21,

1821. Tradition says that William Taylor, his

grandfather, was born in Scotland and came to

America as a soldier during the Revolutionary

War. He settled on a farm in the town of Middle-

field, where he spent the remainder of his daj'S.

His wife bore the maiden name of Priscilla Love-

land.

Asa Taylor, the father of our subject, w.as also

a native of the Bay State, born August 26, 1797.

He was reared upon a farm and followed that oc-

cupation in the town of Middlefield until about

1840, when he emigrated Westward and settled in

Harlem Township, Winnebago County, 111., where

his remaining years were passed; he departed this

life in 1847. His wife, Lovisa Taylor, was born

in Washington, Berkshire County, Mass., November
19, 1799, and was a daughter of Amos and Louisa

(Bills) Ilaskin, who are mentioned in the sketch of

Charles Haskin on another page of this work. Mrs.

Taylor died February 7, 1881. Both parents were

members of the Methodist Church, Their family

numbered five children: Lyman, Harriet, Henry P.,

Mary and Josephine.

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his

boyhood and youth in his native State, there resid-

ing until October, 1840, when he came with his

father to Illinois, making the journey by team to

Albany, thence by the Erie Canal to Buffalo,

and on by the Lakes to Chicago, where he again

procured a team and proceeded to Winnebago
County. The journey consumed nearly a month.

During the same autumn, Jlr. T.aylor purchased a

tract of land on section 29, Harlem Township.

About twenty acres had been broken but there

was not a building there or any other improve-

ments. Mr. Tajior built a small frame house, do-

ing most of the carpenter work himself; this was

one of the first frame houses in the place. He then

began life in earnest, and although he came to the

county empty-handed, by his industrious efforts he

gained a comfortable competence. He had to bear

all the hardships and trials of pioneer life, but he

overcame these and steadily worked his wa}^ up-

ward.

In 1844, our subject married Kllizabeth Bowman,
who was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, April

27, 1824, and is a daughter of James and Ann
(Steven) Bowman, both of whom were natives of

Scotland. They came to America in 1836, accom-

panied by six of their seven children, and after a

voyage of seven weeks landed at Quebec, whence

they went to Huron County, Ohio, where the death

of Mr. Bowman occurred in the fall of the same

year. His widow continued to make her home in

that locality until 1842, when she came bj' way of

the Lakes to Illinois. She found Rockford to be a

mere hamlet and the surrounding country but

sparsely settled. In this county she made her

home until her death. The Bowman family num-
bered seven children: Alexander, George, Ann,

John, Elizabeth, Mary and James. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Taylor have been born five children: Andrew,

Oliver, Louisa A., James, and one who died in in-

fancy.

The parents are both members of the Harlem

Methodist Church, and in this community where

they have so long made their home have a wide

acquaintance and manj' friends. In politics, Mr.

Taylor is a Republican, having supported that

party since its organization. He sold his first farm

in 1872 and purchased that upon which he now
resides on section 28, Harlem Township. He has
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erected a good sot of farm buildings and made

other improvements of botli a useful and orna-

mental character. Jlis fields are well tilled and

the neat ap()earance of the place indicates the

thrift and enteri)rise of the owner. Mr. Ta\ lor is

a leading farmer, a valued citizen and an hduored

pioneer, who well deserves rci)resentalion in this

volume.

\|^^HILir W. MARSH, one of the prominent

I

Jl) residents of Rockford, was born in New
f^ Milford, Litchfield Count>', Conn., Dccem-

\\ ber 22, 1815. His father, Bradley Marsh,

was also a native of that place, as was his father,

Samuel Marsh. The latter-named gentleman was

of English ancestry and a farmer b}' occupation,

spending his entire life in New IMilford.

Bradley' Marsh was reared on the home farm,

where he followed agricultural pursuits. His

daughter, Betsey* A., who married Moody .J.

Howes, now owns and occupies the c Id jilacc. The

maiden name of the mother of our subject was

Sally Wells; she was also born in New Milford,

Conn., and was a daughter of Philip and Elizalieth

Wells. The parental family of our subject in-

cluded five children: Eliza L., Oriii B., Betsey A.,

Philip and .Sophia.

Our subject went to school in his native town

and resided with his parents until reaching his six-

teenth year, when he made his home with his sister

Eliza at New Haven. He there learned the trade

of a joiner but followed that occupation but a

short time. He assisted in making the survey" for

the Housatonic Valley Railroad and after the road

was completed from Bridgeport to New Canaan,

our subject acted as conductor on the road for four

months.

In 1845, Mr. Marsh came to Illinois via the rail-

road to Albany, then by way of the canal to Buf-

falo, where he embarked on the steamer which

conveyed him to Chicago. He there met a farmer,

who was in the city to dispose of his grain, and

bargained with him to take him to Kishwaukee, a

village located at the mouth of the Kishwaukee

Creek in Winnebago County. At that time, this

section of the country was very sparsely settled,

deer, bears and other wild animals roaming at will

over the country, and most of the land was in

the possession nf the fw.ixcrnment. IMr. Marsh

started in the mercantile business at Kishwaukee,

and after remaining there a twelvemonth disposed

of his store and removed to New Milford, Conn.

In 1851, he returned to Winnebago Count \ and

for two months was engaged as clerk in a general

store. At the expiration of that time, he pur-

chased a farm in what is now New Milford Town-

ship, and at the organization of the same, our sub-

ject, in company with Hoi'ace Miller and a Mr.

Moore, was ap|)ointed a committee to select a

name for the tiiwii.ship, and it was thus named
New Milford in honor of the old home of JMr.

Marsh.

The ciriginal of this sketch continued to cul-

tivate the soil until l.s«3, .-it which time he traded

his farm for pro[)erty on Charles Street, Rockford,

whicli he has lately platted into city lots. He was

married, December 22, 1845, to Nancy E. ^Miller,

who was born in Livingston County, N. Y., and

who was the daughter of the Hon. Horace and

Hannah (Clark) ^Miller. To 3Ir. and :Mrs. .Marsh

have been born three children, namely: I'hilip,

Arthur A. Clarence and Frank M. Mrs. Marsh is

a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and

in his political views, our suljject, in early life a

Whig, casting his first vote for Gen. Harrison in

1840, now votes the straight l\ei)ulilicaii ticket.

He has been the reciinent of various t(.iwii>hip

offices within the gift of the people, the duties of

which he has performed in a most satisfactory and

creditable manner.

IDNEY LUFKIN, whose life has been an

.active one, and who has by his own indus-

try and intelligent management secured a

substantial footing among the citizens of

this community, w.as Ijoi'u in North Yarmouth,

Me., in 1821. His parents, Jacob B. and Elizabeth

(Ludden) Lufkin, were natives of Cape Ann,

;\Iass., and Maine, respectively, the father liorn in
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May, 1778. Tlioy wore tlie paruutf; of eleven

children, two of whom died younji', and of the

nine who grew to adult years our subject was tlie

youngest.

The i)aternal grandfather of our subject, Na-

thaniel Lufkin, was born in Cumberland, l\Ie., Sep-

tember 4, 1 791, and the maternal great-grandfather,

Nathaniel Luddeu, was a Revolutionary soldier.

He was one of the minute men before the war and

was among those who threw the tea into the At-

lantic Ocean. He was very iiowerfully built,

weighed two hundred jiounds, and was six feet

two inches in height. He died at his son's home

in Maine when eighty-three years of age, his death

having occurred in Pownal.

Our subject was reared to farm life and con-

tinued to cultivate the soil on his father's farm

until seventeen years of age, when he went to sea

on a merchantman from Portland and Boston,

first on the bark "Ontario," going to the AVest

Indies under Capt. Hambleton, and next on the

"Henry Leeds," with Capt. Humphrey-, to Havana,

Cuba. He was on the ocean five years, and from

before the mast at 116 per month, he was finall}'

made second mate with a salary of $25 per month.

He had a good common-school education and had

kept his wages from the time he was seventeen years

of age. He was married in Beloit, when twenty-

eight j'ears of age, to Miss Mary A. Bam let, of

England, daughter of Joseph and Alice Bamlet.

Mr. Lufkin came West in the j'ear 1844, coming

from New Orleans on the Mississipin River, and

he soon after settled in Manchester Township on

a quarter-section, with his brother, David T., oc-

cupying an adjoining farm. They built a saw-

mill soon after and conducted this unlil 1849 or

1850, when our subject was taken with the gold

fever and went to California. During the ten

J'ears he remained in that State, he made a great

deal but also lost heavily, so that when he re-

turned he brought back little more than he started

out with, save experience. During the Indian

outbreak in 1854-55 in California, our subject

raised a company of sixty men and was engaged

for about three months subjugating the redskins.

Our subject's union was lilessed by the l)irth of

the following children: (ieorge W. is married and

has four children; Elmer I<;.,a farmer of Wyoming,
is married; Alice May, now Mrs. Duncan McLean,

her husband a farmer on the old homestead; Jesse

W. is a carpenter in California; Edward A. is

married and resides in Beloit, Wis.; and AVilliam

W. is a teacher in Wyoming. The mother of

these children jiassed awaj' on the 2d of March,

1S87, when sixtj' j-ears of age.

Mr. Ijufkin formerly owned three hundred and

ninety acres of land, but he recently sold one hun-

dred and seventy acres. He is very successful in

all his farming operations and, in connection with

this, also engages in stock-raising to some extent.

He raises cattle, horses, hogs and a good grade

of sheep, and everything about his place indicates

a thrifty and progressive owner. Socially, he is a

Master Mason, but in religion is a freethinker and

a member of no church. He has been School Trus-

tee and a member of the Committee on Highways.

In 1860, our subject was a Douglas Democrat and

a strong adherent and supporter of Peter Cooper,

and still adheres to those principles.

-f^#|-?—r^

^p^EORGE G. WHEELER. This gentleman

III
|_— owns and occupies a valuable estate in

^^^4) Flora Township, Boone County, and is

numbered among the enterprising and progressive

agriculturists of his community. He was born

August 19, 1832, in Portland, Chautauqua County,

N. Y., and is the son of Lyman Wheeler, who was

born in Westmoreland, N. H., in which State

Aaron Wheeler, the grandfather of our subject,

died.

Lyman Wheeler removed to New York State

when a young man, and was married in Hoosic,

soon after which event he went to Chautauqua

County, and located in Portland Township, where

he was engaged in cultivating the soil until 1842.

Mr. Wheeler then became a resident of Cattaraugus

Count}', and later came to Illinois in company

with his wife, four children and his brother Adam
and family. The brothers each possessed a team

of horses and wagon, in which they made the jour-

ney West, and in Michigan traded the horses for

two yoke of oxen and bought a third pair.
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On locating in tbis State, Mr. Wheeler went to

Roscoe, Winnebago County, and there operated a

sawmill and farm for one year and at the end of

that time came to Belvidere. He resided in the

village for one and one-half years, then, entering a

tract of land in Spring Township, erected a frame

house and at once commenced the work of improv-

ing his purchase. He resided there for seven

years, when he moved to the place which our sub-

ject now occupies and where his deatli occurred,

November 29. 1872.

Sabra Wright, our subject's mother, was the

daughter of Phineas and Asenath (Buruham)

Wright and was l)orn in Chester, Yt. She reared

a famil}' of four children and departed this life

on the 31st of Ma\', 1887. The sisters of our sub-

ject were Sarah, who died April 17, 1891; Susan

S. and C.alista A. He of whom we write was the

onlj' son of his parents and was nine years of age

when he accompanied them on their removal to

Illinois. He attended the pioneer schools of Belvi-

dere. which were conducted on the subscription

plan. He commenced when ver3- young to assist

his father in carrying on the farm and resided at

home until the decease of his parents.

In 1862, Mr. AVheeler and Miss Helen M. Foster,

who w.as born in Warsaw, W^-oming County, N. Y.,

were united in marriage. She was the daughter of

Silas and Fannie (Smith) Foster, her father dying

in 1846, in New York, which was his native State.

The grandfather of Mrs. Wheeler, Luther Foster,

was l)orn in Southampton, L. I., in 1770, and, re-

moving from there to Montague, N. J., resided for

a time, and in 1823 became a resident of Warsaw,

N. Y., where his decease occurred. The maiden

name of his wife was Ruth Hedges. She was also

a native of Southampton, who departed this life

in 1860, at the advanced age of ninety-four years.

Mr. and ]\Irs. Wlieeler have three children liv-

ing: Arthur F., Charles O. and Hettie (Trace.

George B. died in infancy and Robie B. when thir-

teen years of age. The maternal grandfather of

our subject, Phineas Wright, was born in Hinsdale,

N. H., January 1, 1779, and in earl}- life moved to

Chester, Vt., and from there to Floosie, Rensselaer

County, N. Y., where he was engaged in the manu-
facture of slate roofing-, lie later removed to a

farm in Sand Lake, where he died when ninety-

one years old. He had been twice married, and

w.as the father of twi'nt\--six children, all of whom
were living, with the exception of tlii'ec. at the

time of his death.

GIDEON HOLLEIM, of the firm of IloUera

Bros., grocery men, whose business quarters

ii^j are located at No. ,')04 East State Street,

with a branch store at tlie corner of Seventh Street

and Fourteenth Avenue, is an energetic business

man and abundantlj- worthy of the large measure

of success achieved. This business was first started

under the firm name of Hollem Bros. & Co., but

later, in 1888, it became known as Hollem Bros.,

and this has since continued to lie its title. The

individual members of tliis firm are Albert and

Gideon Hollem, and a younger l)rother, ?]luier,

manages the Fourteenth Avenue store, which was

started in 1892. He is a liright, capable young

fellow and full of pusli and energy. Hollem Bros,

have been at their present location since 1883.

They have by their fair and honest dealing built

up an extensive trade. They carrj' on their affairs

on the soundest business principles, and their re-

cord lends to these pages and Rockford credit and

standing.

When eighteen years of .age, Gideon Hollem be-

gan clerking for the Globe Tea Comi)any.an<l four

years later became a partner. He was boin in

Rockford, on the 1st of August, 1860, and he was

carefully reared by good parents, and educated in

the city schools. He was the third in order of

birth of five children, three sons and two daugh-

ters, born to his parents, Andrew and Gustava

Hollem. (For further particulars of parents sec

sketch of Albert Hollem.)

Gideon Hollem was married, in Kockford, to

Miss Lizzie Flannery, who was born, reared and

educated in this city, and who is of Irish parent-

age. Her father, Martin Planner}', died in Rock-

ford when but little past middle age, and left his

widow with a comfortable competence. The latter

is now residing at No. 502 Soutii Fourth Street,

and is well along in years.
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Mr. and Mrs. Ilolleni have a pleasant and com-

fortable home at No. lO'J Longwood Street and

this is further brightened by their little son Ed-

ward. They arc classed among the best citizens

of tlie city, and are interested in all movements

that ha\-e for their (ibjeet tlie dexelopinent and

prosperity of their native town.

P'RED L. MILLER, a prosperous and enter-

:> |)rising young farmer, residing on section

18, Cherry 'N'alley Township, Winnebago

County, is til" (inly son of John and Lucy A. (Meri-

thew) AlilU'i-. Ilis father was a native of New

Jersey and was (iffierman descent. When a 3'oung

man he removed witli his i)arents to Mt. Morris,

Livingston County. N. Y. In the family were

four sons and four daughters, all of whom grew

to mature years. One daughter, Catherine, wiio

married Samuel Crowley-, died in Tuscarora, N. Y.,

in 1884, aged sixty-four years.

John Miller died where his son now resides, Octo-

ber 9, 1886, and was sixt3- four years of age. In

Livingston County, Februai-y U), 18.")0. he married,

and then removed West to .lanesville, Wis. Two
years later he came to Illinois, locating upon a

farm now occupied by our subject. He purchased

one liundred and Ave acres of land from the Gov-

ernment, and in connection with farming followed

his trade of carpentering. He worked very hard

and his arduous labors at length brought him a

competency. He started with nothing, Init at iiis

death left to his son four hundred acres of valua-

ble land, all in one body, liesides other property.

He and his wife were liolh members of the Method-

ist Church of New Milford and did all in tlieir

power for its upl)uilding and advancement. In

politics, Mr. Miller was a Republican.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood under the i)arental roof, spending his l)oy-

liood days in the usual manner of farmer lads. On
the 1st of August, 1881, he led to the marriage

altar Miss Jennie Bartholomew, daughter of Charles

B. and Hester (Weaver) Bartholomew. Her par-

ents were natives of England and on emigrating

to America about 1850, settled near Milwaukee,

Wis., whence they afterward came to Rockford,

and still later they became residents of Mason

City, Iowa. They had a large family, Iiut three

sons and a daughter are now deceased.

Mr. and Mrs. Miller have had three children:

Daisy died January 18, 1884, at the age of six-

teen months. Edna was born December 4, 1883,

and Jesse on the 24tli of February, 1889. The

family reside at their pleasant home, a commodious

and elegant residence situated in the midst of

beautiful grounds. Mr. Miller has sold all of his

farm, with the exception of this and one hundred

acres of timber land. He raises about fiftj^ hogs

a year, but gives most of his time lo the operation

of his portable engine. Though reared to agricul-

tural pursuits, his taste runs to machinery and he

takes great pleasure in using the power of steam

ftir threshing, |ilowing. etc. He has proved how ex-

tremely useful his machine is in breaking among

the grub oaks, in cutting large roots and in turning

over stumps. When his engine is not used in this

way, he utilizes it for elevating ice, for threshing,

or in helping some manufacturer's broken engine.

He is a practical mechanic and in the business which

he now follows is meeting with excellent success.

Otiier than devoting his attention to this line of

work, he is living retired, for he possesses a com-

petence ampl^- sufHcient for all his wants. He and

his wife are held in high esteem and rank high in

social circles.

Tr^ALPH ROBERTS, editor and proprietor of

l!i>if the Belvidere Standard, has published this

-4\ \V paper longer, probably, than any other ed-

^ itor in the State of Illinois. He is a prom-

inent and influential citizen of this communitj'

and well deserves representation in this volume.

He was born in East Hartford, Conn., December 15,

1822, and belongs to the good old Revolutionary

stock. His grandfather, William Roberts, served

in the Revolutionary War and was captured by the

British, but made- his escape from the old prison

ship in New York harbor and swam ashore. He

was a cooper by trade, and spent his last 3'ears in
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East Hartford. He married Abigail Stanley, of

Coventry, Conn., who after her husband's death

received a pension. She died at the advanced age

of ninety-seven.

Isaac Roberts, father of our subject, was born in

East Hartford, and learned the trade of a hatter.

For some j'ears he was foreman in the factory of

Iloadley & Chaiker, of Hartford, after which he

began business for iiimself in E.ast Hartford as a

partner of Hubbard Hills, the connection continu-

ing for some time. He married Anna Ensign,

daughter of Solomon Ensign, and both died at

their home in East Hartford.

Our subject acquired his education in the schools

of his native town, and, at the age of sixteen, started

out in life for himself. He commenced to learn

the printer's trade in the otfice of the Congrega-

tionalfsi, in Hartford, and after a short time went

to New York City, where he was employed in a

book and job printing office until 1843. In that

year he determined to try his fortune in the

West, and emigrated to Chicago, where he se-

cured emplo3ment with the firm of Ellis it Fergus,

book and job printers, but remained with them

only a few months, when he went to St. Louis, and

then to the American Bottoms, on the Illinois side

of the Mississippi River, where he engaged in

clerking for a time. His next place of residence was

in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was employed in a

stereotype foundry until the spring of 1845, when

he returned to his old home in Connecticut, and

was again employed at his trade in that place until

1850. On again coming West, he located in Wood-
stock, 111., in 1850, where, in company with F. D.

Austin, he established the Woodstock Democrat,

and continued its publication for a 3'ear, when he

sold out to his partner and came to Belvidere.

Here he established the Belvidere Siandardin 1351,

and has conducted the paper as sole proprietoi

continuously since.

After locating here, in September, 1856, IMr.

Roberts was united in marriage with Pha>be L.

Cowderey, who was born in Troy, N, Y., and is a

daughter of Asa and Laura Cowdere^'. They have

had three children: Anna, wife of William Sower,

now deceased; Bertha E., now the wife of H. W.
Ames, a resident of Chicago; and Jessie, at home.

In early life, Mr. Roberts was a Democrat, but

was an opponent of slavery, and when the Repub-

lican-party sprang into existence to prevent its

further extension, he was one of tlie first to espouse

its cause and was a delegate to the first Illinois

State Convention of that party. Tlie fact that he

h.as so long published the Belvidere Standard is

sutiicient evidence of its success. He is a bright

and interesting writer and his paper is well de-

serving of the liberal patronage which it receives.

m>^^<m -^—

-//If L15ERT llOLLEM. groeervnian. Rockford,

W'^\\
HI. "The food we eat" i> u vitally ini-

lii portant question, and one wiiieh concerns

the health and liapi>iness of every man,

woman and child. It is liut natural to suppose

that the best groceries are to lie found in those

establishments which transact the largest business.

One of the finest appointed grocery stores in Rock-

ford is that of HoUem Bros., located at No. 504

East State .Street. The business has attained a

wonderful degree of success under its present

management, and the stock embraces everything

in the line of fancy groceries, provisions, teas,

coffees, etc., in fact, everything that is found in

a first-class house. This business was formerl}-

under the firm title of IloUem Bros. & Co., known

as the Globe Tea Company, and was started in

1883. In 1888, it took its present title.

Our subject is the senior, and liis brother the

junior, member of the firm, and both are active

young men, conducting their business on the sound-

est principles and carrying on an institution

worth}' of being called representative. Both were

born, reared and educated in Rockford, where

the}' are well and favorably known, and Albert

clerked in this city for about eight years previous

to starting in business for himself. These young

men are interested in various local enterprises,

are public-spirited, and are respected in social and

commercial circles.

Our subject's father, Andrew HoUem, was a native

of Sweden, but came to the United States and

Rockford in 1854. Since then, he has been promi-

nently connected with tlie growth and prt)sperity
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of the city, and has a fine home at No. 606 Elm

Street. lie Ls well thouiiht of in the city and is

now quite well nhmg- in years. He was married

in Kane County, 111., to Miss Giistava Anderson,

who was also a native of Sweden, and came to this

country when a young woman. Both parents are

much respected and have a wide circle of friends.

Their family consisted of five children, three sc»ns

and two daughters: Paulina, wife of T. F. Strom-

merts, a butcher running a meat-market in Rock-

ford; Albert, our subject; Gideon married IMiss

Elizabeth Flannery, and is a ]iartner with Albert;

Julia, wife of Adolph Ekstein, a druggist at Los

Angeles, Cal.; and Elmer, who resides with his

parents and is running a branch store for his

brotliers at the corner of Seventh Street and Four-

teenth Avenue.

Albert Ilollem was married in Rockford to

Miss Amanda Huldt. a native f)f Sweden, who

came to America when a young girl, and who

was reared and educated in this city. Her

father, Charles M. Huldt, was a well-known and

very skillful machinist and mechanic fif the Utter

Manufacturing Company. To iNIr. and Mrs. Ilol-

lem have been born one daughter, Hazel C. Tliey

are prominent young people of the county and

have a great many friends. Mr. Ilollcni is a mem-

ber of Rockfor.1 Lodge No. 1((L^ A. F. A' A. JM.,

and he and his father and brothers are stanch Ke-

luiblieans.

^'OSEPH BARNIN(UIAM was born in Mar.s-

den, Yorkshire, England. April 27th, 181fi.

and served as an apprentice to the trade of

^^ a machinist in his native country. Poor

and without friends, he came alone to America in

1842, and after being employed in machine shops

in different places, fin.ally secured a position as an

engineer on the New York ct Erie Railroad.

Later, coming West, he liecame engineer on the

Chicago & Galena Railroad, now the Chicago &
Northwestern Railroad, and was soon given tiie

position of Master Mechanic of the shops at Free-

port, where he remained fourteen years.

Aftei-ward Mi-. Barningham went to Cincinnati,

Ohio, and entered the employ of the Ohio &
Mississippi Railroad and was in its .shops at Coch-

ran, Ind. At one time he was also engaged in

manufacturing street cars in Chicago, in company
with John F^bbert, and, in connection with him,

manufactured the first dummy engine used on the

street railw.ay in Chicago, which was employed in

carr3'ing passengers to and from the Stock Yards.

In 1847, Mr. Barningham married Viletta A.

Brewer at Buffalo, N. Y. She was Itorn In Jlilford,

Otsego County, N. Y., August 31, 1825. In 1849,

accompanied by his wife, he came to Illinois and

located in Durand Township, AVinnebago County.

Flight children were born to them, six of whom,

Frances, Addison, Delos. J. I)., Angerona and

G.ager are now living. His wife died October 5,

1882, and he survived her ten years, dying March

2, 1892. He was prominent in the development of

the resources of the country and was one of its

foremost citizens until his death.

DDISON J. BARNINGHAM, the eldest

son of Joseph Barningham, was born March

3, 1850, in Durand Township, AYinnebago

jfl County, where he now owns and occupies

ine farm on section 22. He was reared to farm-

ing pursuits. In 1876, he purchased eighty acres

of his present farm, and three years later added

forty acres, which now includes as fine land as can

be found in Durand Township.

In 1879, Mr. Barningham was married to Miss

Ilattie S., daughter of Wilson II. and F^liza Cran-

dall, wliose sketch is published on another p.age of

this work. Mrs. Barningh.am died at her home in

1881. November 21, 1885, Mr. Barningham was

united in marriage with Mattie, daughter of Rich-

ard and Matilda (Tombs) Sackett. She was born

in Chicago, July 2, 1864. They have one son,

Dewitt B., who w,as born November 26, 1886. In

his political relations, our subject votes for the man
instead of the party.

Mr. Barningham was elected President of the

Durand Mutual Fire Insurance Company in 1891.

He is also a member of Durand Lodge No. 302.
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F. & A. M., and is serving his nintli term as Secre-

tary of that order. His possessions are the result

of his industr\^ and good judgment. In liis farm-

ing pursuits he is conducting liis affairs in the nios

intelligent and profitable manner. He occupies an

honored position in the business and social circles

of the coniniunitv.

1-^+^- ^^r

ellARLES A. STOC'KHUS. The gentleman

whose portrait appears on the opposite page

has been a stockholder and Director of the

Skandia Plow Company since its organization and

is .also Superintendent of the smithing department.

He was born in Sraoland, Sweden, and is a son of

Gustaf and .Sarah (Mangson) Stockhus, the former

born in August, 1809, and the latter in 1811.

Both are yet living and have been life-long mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church. By trade the father

is a mechanic and his business career has been a

successful one. The eldest daughter of the family,

Mrs. Anna C. Elm, is 3"et living in Sweden. A
brother, J. P., was the first to cross the Atlantic,

having come to this country in 1868. He is now
married and with his family resides on a farm in

McPherson County, Kan. Another brother, John

G.,now resides on Eighth Street in Kockford and

is a mechanic in the employ of the Skandia Plow

Company.

Charles Stockhus spent the days of his boyhood

and youth in his native Province and while still

young served a five years' apprenticeship to the

blacksmith's trade. With the hope of bettering

his financial condition in America, he bade good-

bye to home and friends and in the spring of 1869

sailed for the New World. He landed at Quebec,

Canada, and thence came to Rockford, where he

joined his brother, J. P. He has since been recog-

nized as one of the energetic and enterprising

Swedish citizens of the county. He was instrumen-

tal in organizing the Skandia Plow Company, one

of the leading industries of the city. He is him-

self a practical and skilled workman and now has

under his charge forty employes. Much of the

success of the business is due to his excellent man-

agement and he h.as made it one of the paying in-

stitutions of the city. Mr. Stockhus has lieen con-

nected with the Union Grocery Company of

Ro«kford since coming to the city and has aided

in the promotion of other enterprises calculated to

promote the general welfaie. His own industry

and perseverance have won him success, and in ad-

dition to his other business he is the owner of some

improved real estate in Rockford, including his

comfortable home at No. 608 South Third Street.

At Rockford, Mr. Stockhus w.as joined in wed-

lock with Miss Christina Pherson, who was born in

Smoland, Sweden, July 21, 1850. She spent the

days of her maidenhood in her native land, and in

1869 came alone to this country, settling in Rock-

ford, where she joined her brother, James P. Tal-

bot, who had located here a year previous and is

now a farmer of McPherson County. Kan. Her

father, Per Bengston, was born in 18O0. followed

farming throughout his entire life and died in

SmoLand, Sweden, in 1878. His wife, who was born

in 1818, is still living and is well preserved for one

of her years. She is a member of the Lutheran

Church.

In polities, Mr. Stockhus is a stalwart Republi-

can and maintains a deep interest in public affairs.

He and his wife are faithful members of the First

Lutheran Church of Rockford. Unto them have

been born four children: Alice, Frank R.. Per E.,

and Gust A., and the family circle yet remains un-

broken.

I^ENJAiNIIN S. aiOPSE has for seventeen

j'ears engaged in the livery business in

Rockford. His residence in the county

dates from 1849, when, a young man of

seventeen 3'ears, he came with his parents to this

count}'. His father, William Morse, was a native of

Grimsby, Ontario, Canada, liorn March 2, 1806. He

learned the trade of a mechanic and cariienterand

became a skilled and successful workman. In Pa-

lermo, Canada, in 1830, he married Miss Lavina

Smith, the eldest of three children born to Benjamin

Smith, an early settler in the Province of Ontario.

In the midst of the forest, he hewed out a -farm

and Ijecame a successful agriculturist, owning two
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hundred acres of fine land. His death there oc-

curred in 1850, at an advanced age. His wife,

whose maiden name was Catherine Shook, had d-ied

at the advanced age of ninety-seven years. They

were both members of the Methodist Church and

were devoted Cliristian people.

William Morse and liis wife continued to reside

in the Province of Ontario, for some years, where

he followed his trade and also engaged in the dry-

goods business. He made considerable monej', but

when the Canadian IJeljollion broke out, he lost all

and removed to New York, settling near Lockport.

In 1840, he returned to Canada, and in 1849 came

with his family to Illinois, making the journey by

team and camping out along the wayside at night.

In this county, he made a good farm but after-

ward lost it through misplaced confidence. Later,

he went to California with teams, returning to

Rockford after seven years. The mother of our

subject died August 21, 1870, after which Mr.

Mor.se wedded Mrs. Clarissa Woodworth, »pe Hills,

who was burn in i\Ielliourne, Lower Canada, Sept-

ember 9, ISd.j, and now with her liusband resides

with our subject. William Morse is past his

eighty-sixtii year but is still well preserved for one

of his age. For many jears he has been a mem-
ber of the Baptist Church. In politics, he formerly

supported the Republican party, Ijut now votes

with the Prohibition party.

Itenjamin Morse was born in Palermo, in 1834,

and there resided until with his parents he came
to Illinois. He has borne many of the hardships

and experiences of pioneer life and is a well-known

citizen of this community. In (iuilford, he mar-

ried Miss Caroline Wood worth, who was born in

the Province of Ontario, September 13, 1839, and
was brought by her parents to this county in July,

1840, the family settling in Guilford Township,
on a new farm, where she was reared. Her father,

Gershon Woodworth, also a native of Canada, fol-

lowed farming in Guilford Township until his

death in 1872, since which time his widow has be-

come the wife of William Morse, as before stated.

Unto our subject and his wife were born three

children: Charles P.. a graduate of the city scliools,

now living on Avon Street, in Rockford, is a

messenger for the Adams Express Company. He

wedded Miss Maggie McPhersou. Fred R. holds

a position as agent for the Adams Express Com-
pany in Kirkland, 111., and John H. is still attend-

ing school. The parents attend the Christian

Church, and the father and sons are Republicans in

political sentiment.

As before stated, Mr. Morse h.aslong engaged in

the liver}' business in Rockford and for fourteen

years carried on two stables. His courteous man-

ner and attention to the wants of his customers has

won him a liberal patronage and thereby he has

secured a good income. He also owns a fine farm

of two hundred and nineteen acres in Guilford

Township, well improved and highly cultivated.

He has a wide acquaintance throughout this com-

munity' and is highly esteemed by liis many
friends.

E\'I LANDERS, who is engaged in general

1 farming on section 32. Harlem Township,

Winneb.ago County, is a native of the Em-
pire State. He was born in Somerset, Niagara

County, April 16, 1819, and is descended from an

old New England family. His grandfather, Aquilla

Landers, was born in Shoreham, Yt., whence he

removed to Orleans County, N. Y., where he siient

his last year engaged in farming. Benjamin Lan-

ders, the father of Levi, was also born in Shore-

ham, where he was reared and married. Miss

Cynthia Intin becoming his wife. They removed

to New York and were among the early settlers

of Niagara County. Mr. Landers there purchased

eighty acres of land in the town of Somerset, and

upon it built the log cabin in which our subject was

born. There were then no railroads in the county,

no convenient markets, and no mills or post-ollices

nearer than Rochester, fifty miles away. The

people lived mostly off the products of their farms

and the wild game and fish which could be ob-

tained in abundance. Mr. Landers cleared his

land and made it his home for some j'ears, after

which he sold out and bought a tract of timber

land in the same township, where he improved a

f.arm and made his home until called to his final
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rest. His wife died also on the old liomeste.id

about 1825.

We now take up the personal histor\' of our

subject, who lias ever been identified witli agri-

cultural pursuits. Almost .as soon .as he could

reach the plow handles, he began assisting his

father in the farm work and remained at home

until after the latter's death. As a companion

and helpmate on life's journey, he chose Mrs.

Anna (Wood) Landers, their union being cele-

brated .lanuary 22, 1844. The lady was born in

New York, January 20, 1825. Her father, .Samuel

D. Wood, was a native of Connecticut, whence he

removed to the Empire State when a young man.

He there engaged in farming and was married in

the town of Henrietta to Eunice Hcrrick, a native

of New York, and a daughter of Luther and Mar3'

(Johnson) Herrick. He bought a farm a few miles

from Rochester, where he resided some years, and

then took up his residence in the town of Somer-

set, Niagara County, where he made his home

until about 1847. In that year, he came West-

ward to Winnebago County, 111., and bought a

tract of land which is now included in the village

of Winnelmgo. After a time, he removed to Shir-

land Township, where he bought a farm and

made )iis home for a few years, after which he

resided with Mrs. Landers until his death, about

1862. His wife long survived him, passing away

in 1887. Their daughter was first married at the

age of fifteen, when she became the wife of Caleb

Landers, a brother of our subject. His death oc-

curred in January, 1841.

It was in 1846 that our suljject, .accompanied

by his wife and two children, came to Illinois,

making the journey by way of the Lakes. He was

then not only empty-handed, but was ^50 in

debt, so we see that his entire possessions have been

made siuce that time. For three years, he rented

land in Guilford Township, and then bought forty

acres of timber land in Shirland Township, upon

which a frame house had been built. Two years after-

ward, he sold the place and removed to Green
County, Wis., but lived there for only two years,

when he returned to Shirl.and Township and
bought one hundred and twenty-seven acres of

laud near his former home. He there resided

until 181)7, since which time he has lieen living

on his farm in Harlem Township. His life has

been well and worthily spent, and, though a quiet

and unassuming man, he has gained the high re-

gard of Ibiisp witli whom he has come in contact.

I'nto Mr. and ^Mrs. Landers were liorn three

children: Roderick, the only son; Eunice, now the

wife of William Rogers, of Rockford; and l-Lliza,

wife of Oliver Taylor, of Harlem Township.

.^--

jk^^ RS. ISABELL COY has for the long

I '|i P'^i'iod of forty-six years lieen a resident

jl
LL of Winnebago County, and well deserves

* represent.ation in this volume. Slio now'

resides on section 15, Guilford Township. She

was born in Buffalo Township, Union County, Pa.,

and is descended from an old family of that

State. The great-gr.andfather of Mrs. Coy, iSIr.

Eoyer, w.as a soldier in the Revolutionary War.

Her gr.andparents, John P.aul and Eva (Royer)

Ziebach, were natives of the Keystone State, and

there the father followed teaching throughout his

entire life. The father of Mrs. Coy, Jacob Zie-

b.ach, was born in Berks County, Pa., and on at-

taining his majority wedded Anna Pollock, who

was born in Chester County, that State, and was a

daughter of John and Isabella (Rolance) Pollock,

also natives of Pennsylvania, where they spent

their entire lives. The young couple began their

domestic life upon a fayn in Buffalo Township,

Union County, where they continued to reside

until called to the home beyond. Their f.amily

numbered eleven children.

Mrs. Coy spent the days of her girlhood in her

native county and remained with her parents until

1846, when, with her married sister and her hus-

b.and,she started from Pennsylv.ania to Illinois, on

the last day of August. The entire journey was

made in a spring wagon, and after four weeks of

travel they reached Wiuneb.ago County, which

was then situated on the frontier. On the 11th of

April, 1847, Isabell gave her hand in marriage

to William Coy, a native of England, born in Lin-

colnshire, and a son of Thomas and JMary Coy,

who were also natives of England, and there spent
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their entire lives. Mf. Co^- came to America in

1844, and at once niaile liis way to Rockford,

soon afterwar(l imrclmsini; the farm on wliicli the

family now reside. Tlie young coujile there lo-

cated immediately after their marriage. It was a

tract of wild land bnt he transformed it into rich

and fertile fields, and added greatly to its beauty

and value by erecting godd buildings, such as

are found on a model farm, and planting fruit

and ornamental trees.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Coy was Ixirn a family of

four children, wlio were reared to habits of indus-

try and are now oivup^ing useful and responsible

positions in society. The eldest, Robert, is a

graduate of the Chicago Medical College and is

'now engaged in the practice of his profession in

Rockford; Anna is an artist and resides in the

same city; William manages the home farm for his

mother; and Emma is successfully engaged in

teaching in Rockford. This family ranks high in

social circles and its members are well deserving

the warm regard in which they are lield. Will-

iam Coy died December 11, l.sSfi.

—^•5••5••^•^//gS!^\•5••^•^•5•l
!.j.^,5..{.'^g]gg*.5..^,5..j.p

\1OIIN .1. MKIil.MI.L. Perhaps there is no

resident of tlic cmintj' more gcnerall3' ad-

mired, iir who has a larger circle of friends,

_ than tlir siiliject of this sketch, whohas won

the regard of all, not only on .account of his genial,

pleasant disposition, l)ut for his uprightness and

unquestioned lioncsty. A native of New York

State, he was liorn in Ileikimer Count}' on the

15tli of M.ay, 18:!:i, and is a lirother of Thomas 8.

Merrill (see sketch for family liistory).

The happy domestic life of our suliject beg.an on

the 1st of Januaiy, IH.'iC, by his marriage to Miss

Sarah D. Beebe, also a native of the Empire State,

born in Tioga County, in tlie town of A])al.achin,

on the 3(ith of .luly, !«:!(;. Her [larents. David

and Nancy (Ilealon) Beebe, were natives of

Broome County, N. Y., where they resided for

many years. Subsequently, however, they moved
to Iowa and there passed the closing scenes of

their lives, the father dying at the .age of eighty-

two, and the mother when in her eighty-first

j'ear. David Beebe was the son of Joel and Marj'

Beebe, who were also natives of Broome County,

N. Y., and came with his parents to Boone Count}',

111., in the spring of 1837. He built tlie third

house in the town of Belvidere and resided there

for some time. Joel Beebe died in Minnesota

when seventy years of age and his wife died in

Iowa at the advanced age of ninety-three. Mrs.

Merrill was one of six children, four now living,

and all farmers.

To Mr. and Mrs. Merrill were born four chil-

dren, but three are deceased. The one now living

is jNIai-}' D., who was born in Bremer County,

Iowa, on the .5th of September, 1856, and who

married F. A. Winne. She is the inotlier of three

children and she and her husband reside in Spring

Township, this county.

Our subject was reared on the farm and re-

mained under the parental roof until twenty-three

years of age, when he went to Bremer County,

Iowa. There he purchased fort}' acres of land and

there resided until 1861, when he enlisted in the

army. He volunteered in Company B, Ninety-

fifth Illinois Infantry, and served three years,

two years of the time as clerk in the Commissary

Department. He was mustered out in the fall of

1865 and returned to his home, where he clerked for

sometime. Later, he and his wife went to Mitcli-

ellville, Iowa, and his wife was matron of the sem-

inary at that place for three years and he was jan-

itor for some time. He then came to this county,

and two years later built a store .at Herbert, the

first one in that place, and was the Postmaster

there four years under Grover Cleveland. He

then sold out and moved to Belvidere where he

has lived retired ever since. He lost his health in

the war and has never been very strong or well

since.

Mr. Merrill is a Republican m politics and his

first Presidential vote was for James lUichanan.

Later he voted for S. A. Douglas, then for U. S.

Grant, and has voted with the Republicans ever

since. He has held a number of local otHces in

this county, also held otlice while a resident of

Bremer County, Iowa, and is one of the represen-

tative men of this section. Socially, he is a Royal

Arch Mason, Eastern Star Lodge No. GO, and a
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member of the Chapter. He is also a member of

lhirll)urt Post No. 464, G. A. R., aud has been

Sergeant for two or three years. Jlrs. Merrill

is associated in her church relations with the Uui-

versalist denomination. She is a member of the

Ladies' Aid Societ}', No. 9, and was Treasurer of

the same for some time. Mr. Merrill has in his

possession a number of coat buttons on which are

engraved tlie letters C. A. These, Mr. INIerrill

says, his grandfather Smith had on his coat during

the Revolutionar}' War aud he has been offered

^20 apiece for them.

HALOR S. KILBURN. For about forty-

seven years, this gentleman was a worthy

resident of Winnebago County. He was

a man who possessed an original and

thoughtful mind, whose advanced ideas and pro-

gressive principles resulted in his own good and

the good of those around him. He was born in

Berkshire County, Mass., on the 10th of June,

1813, and liis parents, Shalor and Betsy E. (Brown)

Kilburn, were natives also of the Old Bay State.

The father, who was a tanner and shoemaker by

trade, passed his life in his native State, and Con-

necticut, and died in the latter State when in the

prime of life.

Our subject's mother afterward married a Mr.

Hewitt, and removed toJXew York State, where her

husband died. She then made her home with her son

Shalor S., in Harlem Township, this county, until

her death, when seventy-seven years of age. Slie

was an exemplary member of the Methodist Church

and an excellent woman. Shalor S. Kilburn was

one of five children born to his parents. In boy-

hood, he went to Oneida County, N. Y., and re-

mained there until twenty-five years of age.

There Mr. Kilburn was married to IMiss Mary
Bartholomew, a native of New Haven Count}',

Conn., born December 29, 1818. She was but six

months old when her parents, Eben G. and Anna
(Simons) Bartholomew, settled in Oneida County,

N. Y. They resided in that county for a number
of years aud then returned to Connecticut to care

for Mr. Bartholomew's father, Osce Bartholomew,

who died at an advanced age. Six months later,

his son Eben followed him to the grave. He was

a well-informed man and had spent his early life

as a teacher. The widow returned In ( hieida

County, N. Y., and lior second miurKigi' was to

David Ilulbert, with whom shi," came t(.i Illinois in

1S47. They settled in Harlem Township, Winue-

liago County, and there remained until called

hence, Mr. Ilulbert dying when aliout sevenly-live,

and Mrs. Hulbert when seventy-four years of .age.

Both were original charter members of the IMeth-

odist Episcopal Church in Harlem Township.

. Mrs. Kilburn was one of a small family of

children born to her parents and was fourteen

years of age when her father died. She is a mem-
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church and takes

a deep interest in all religious work. ]Mr. Killiurn,

accompanied by his family, came to Harlem Town-
ship, Winnebago County, in 1815, when the coun-

try was comparatively new. He purchased eighty

acres of land here, hauling lumber from Chicago

with ox-teams to build a house, and followed farm-

ing pursuits until his death. He was also a com-

mercial traveler and for manj- years was on the

road for the firm of Sav.age & Love, c)f I5eloit,

Wis. He was also with .John V. Manny and N. C.

Thompson, of Rockford.

The genial disposition and upright character for

which Mr. Kilburn was known, drew around him

a large circle of friends, and his pLace in business

and social circles was found hard to fill. His death

occurred on the loth of January, 1874, when

seventy-one j'ears of age. He was a IMcthodist in

his religious belief, and, in politics, was a strong

supporter of the Republican party. He was one

of those solid, substantial citizens who honor the

commnnit}' in which their lot is cast. Jlr. aud

Mrs. Kilburn became the parents of four children:

Charles O., who died when eleven years of age;

Anna, who became the wife of Rodger Miller, a

farmer; Sarah, who married Herbert R. Parker, a

retired farmer, and Mary, the wife of James Honey,

who is in the express business at Rockford. Mrs.

Kilburn has some old faniil}- relics which she val-

ues very highly'. Now in the twilight of her useful

life, she is surrouuded by the comforts which she
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aided her husband in accuinulating, and has the

love of those who have had the [irivilege of asso-

ciating witli her.

In this connection will Itc fiumd a [lortrait of

the l.'Uc Mr. Kilhurn.

IIAKLKS P. I5RAI)V. This pioneer of Win-
neliago County, on coming hither in 1836,

'l' found the country new and the land unini-

prove<l, and has witnessed the wonderful trans-

formation which the passing 3'ears have brought.

Ilis first purcliase of land was made from tire

Government, and consisted of a tract in Burritt

Township, on which not a furrow had been turned.

Returning to Penn.sylvania, he there resided until

1840, and in July of that 3'-ear once more came

AVest, and commenced active oi)erations as a tiller

of the soil.

vSuccess crowned the arduous exerticms of Mr.

Brady, and he ini|)roved c<.)nsiderable valualile

property, wliich he still owns. He may justly be

termed a self-made man, as what he has and what

he is may be attributed to his industry and judi-

cious management. I'rior to coming to Illinois in

1830, he had made his home for a time in New
York State, and in journeying Westward had for

a traveling companion one James Hoffman. The
two 3'Oung men came via the river and canal to

Buffalo, N. Y., thence by t)oat on Lake Krie to

Detroit, and from tliere on font over the country

to Rockford, working their way and carrying good
guns, with which they killed eiiougli game to sub-

sist upon.

Mr. Brady explains as his reason for coming to

Rockford on foot, that there was no other way of

reaching the [ilace exce|)t liy stage, and the one

who came in the latter veliicle had to walk and
carry a rail, while the one who walked had no rail

to carry, hence his decision Lo walk. When he re-

turned East \\\ is;!7, he went down the Mississippi

in a row-boat, thence up the Ohio to Pittsburg,

and from there across t<.) Pliiladel|)hia. The return

trip in IS HI was made in a similar way. The
usual pioneer experiences fell to the lot of Mr.

Brady, who was obliged to go to Chicago, the

nearest market, while Dixon was the nearest post-

offlce. Occasionally he would take pork and grain

to the Wisconsin pineries, trade them for lumber,

which he would raft down the rivers and sell in

order to purchase Government land.

Born in Bucks County, Pa., December 14, 1814,

our subject is the only son of Benj.amin Brady,

who died when his son was only six 3'ears old.

The mother of our subject was Miss Betsy Pett-

ett, who died when her son was onl3f three months

old. Thus early orphaned, Charles P. was reared

by an uncle, and while (juite young gained a prac-

tical knowledge of farming. He was married in

Rockford to Miss Mercy L. Huntsman, the cere-

mon.y being performed by the late Rev. John
Jlorrell. Mrs. Brady was born in (;)hio, of which

State her parents were early settlei's, later remov-

ing lo Illinois and settling in Rockford. Here the

father, George Huntsman, died when quite old;

her mother died in Indiana.

Mrs. Brad}' was born in July, 1815, and died in

Rockford in 1883, mourned liy all who knew her.

She was an active member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, and a devoted worker in the cause

of temperance. She was the mother of four chil-

dren, one of whom, Roy, is deceased. Annjenett,

widow of James Atkinson, resides in Burritt,

this count}'; Pliilura I. is the wife of Edgar A.

Van Wie, Secretar}', Treasurer and manager of the

Rockford Electric Company. Mr. and Mrs. Van Wie
reside at No. 701 North Court Street, and are the

parents of three children.- Henry H. married Geor-

gia Terrell, and resides in Chicago. Religiously,

Mr. Brady is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and in his political affiliations was form-

erly a Republican, but is now a Prohibitionist.

^OHN PEHRSON has fdled the position of

Superintendent of the wood department in

the Skandia Plow Company since its organ-

ization, except four years when he was sales-

man on the road, and from almost the first he has

been a stockholder and Director in that enterprise.

This company is thoroughly typical, not alone of

the comprehensive growth and increasing import-
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(ince of Rockford, but its career is a source of

public pride, delineating, as it does, the general

liusiness enterprise and sagacity of some of the

loading citizens.

Our subject, who is by trade a wood-worker and

pattern-maker, and upon whose shoulders the care

and charge of the wood department immediately'

rests, has been a resident of Rockford since 1865,

and during that time he been industrious and

frugal, thus accumulating a handsome competence,

lie was one of the first stockholders of the Union

Furniture Factory and he was formerly a stock-

holder of the Excelsior Furniture Factory, in which

he was Superintendent for about three years. Foi'

four years, he was on the road as salesman for the

Skandia Plow Company and met with much suc-

cess in that capacity.

Mr. Pehrson came to Rockford from his native

country, Sweden, his birth occurring in Skania

Province, March 1, 1840, and this city has been

his home up to the present. He is a descendant

of worthy Swedish ancestors and inherits all those

characteristics of energy and perseverance usual to

this class of people. After learning his trade in

his native country, he took passage for America,

and after a reasonable length of time on the briny

deep, landed in the Empire City, where he re-

mained but a short time. From there, he went to

Michigan, but a few weeks later he came on to

Rockford, where he has been actively eng.aged in

business and is now one of the foremost, substantial

citizens. Since his residence in this countr}-, he

has been joined by two sisters: Anna, wife of An-

drew Nelson, a farmer of Marengo, Iowa, and

Hannah, wife of Oscar Ackeson, a boot and shoe

merchant, who is quartered in the Exciiange Bank
Building, on Seventh Street, Rockford.

The parents of Mr. Pehrson never came to the

United States but have passed their entire lives in

that grand old counti-y, Sweden, whose sons and

daughters are among the most thrifty and enter-

prising people of the world. The father, Peter

Pehrson, was a butcher and meat dealer, and a man
whose honest}' and uprightness were proverbial.

He died when sixty-seven years of age. The mo-
ther, who is still living and closely verging on

eighty-four years, finds a comfortable home with

her son Andrew, at Malmo, Sweden. A life-long

member of the Swedish Lutheran Cliurcli, this

venerable old lady is well known in her section

and is liighlj- respected.

John Pehrson was first married, in Kockford, to

Miss Sophia Ekbock, who is also of Swedish na-

tivity, born in Smoland Province. She remained

in her native country until twenty-two years of

age, and then braved Neptune's tender mercies

and came to America and Rockford. She was

identified with the First Lutheran Church and was

a lady possessed of many virtues of mind and

heart. One ciiild, Frederick William, was born to

this union, and he is now at home.

Mr. Pehrson 's second marriage was to Miss Anna
Bergandal, a native of Kalniar Lan, Sweden, born

March 18, 1862, but who was grown when she

came to the United States. She lias a lirother,

Axel, and a sister, Alma, both living in Chicago

and single. Mr. Pehrson is a firm believer in the

advantages of the platform held by the Republican

party, and casts his vote most unreservedly with

that party. He and Mrs. Pehrson are meniliers of

the First Lutheran Church.

OHNSTON WELDON MONTKITll, one of

the prominent business men of Rockford, is

at i)resent successfully engaged in contract-

J ing and building. His birth occurring in

1848 in far-awaj' Glasgow, Scotland, he is the son

of Thomas and Eliza (Weldon) Mouteith, both of

whom were natives of that countiy, the male

members on both sides of the house for many gen-

erations back being carpenters and builders. The
father of our subject followed that trade in his na-

tive land; since coming to America in 1882, he has

made his liome with our subject; the mother died

in Scotland.

The following are the names of the seven ciiil-

dren comprising the parental household: James,

Martha, Johnston, Mary, Sallie, Thomas, and Lizzie,

all of whom, with the exception of our subject,

make their home in Philadelphia. Johnston re-

ceived a good education in the parish scjiools of

Scotland and came to the New World with an
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elder brother, when a lad of thirteen years. Lo-

cating in Philadelphia, and lioiug ambitious to

learn the English langiuige, he became a student

in the log schdol of that [ilaee and is to-day an

intelligent ami Wfll-ii'ud man. A natural me-

chanic, JMr. ^[ontcith soon began to work at the

trade of a carpenter with his brother, which busi-

ness they fc)llowed in Philadelphia until 1.S81,

when they came to iiradt'ord, 111., and one year

later to Rockford, since which time our sulijcct has

been identilicd with tlic Inisiucss interests of this

city.

Tlie cereiiiouy which united our subject in mar-

riage with Miss ( ienevieve Menah was [)erfornie<l

December 22, 187L Mrs. Monteith was a native

of the Quaker C'it\' and was a daughter of Alex-

ander Menali, also a native of .Scotland, who emi-

grated to America soon after his marriage and en-

gaged in the mercantile business in the above-

named city, where he is still one of the prominent

dry-goods merchants. His wife, the mother of

Mrs. Monteith, was Rebecca jMcClcllan; her birth

also occurred in Scotland and the date of her de-

cease was December 11, 1891. She was the mother

of seven children, viz: Maggie, Nellie, Letitia,

Genevieve, Lucy, I\[ary and Willie. J.ucy and

Maggie are deceased. The two children licirn to

Mr. and Mrs. Jlonteilh are Lillian AV. and ,T. Alex-

ander.

^tr^RANCIS H. CLARK, a successful and skill-

l-r^) ful mccliaiiic residing at No. 40U East

Ias street, whei-e lie has a pleasant and com-

fortable home, has been a resident of Rockford

since 188.3. He was a native of Ontario, Canada,

where his birth occurred November 23, 1831, and

his i)arents, Francis and Cornelia (Ross) Clark,

were natives, respectively, of New York and Con-
necticut. The paternal grandfather, Francis Clark,

Sr., was a native of the Emerald Isle liut came to

America wlien a young man and settled in New-

England.

During the Revolutionary War Francis Clark.

Sr., served in clefonsc of liis adopted coiinti-y, and
subsequently nian-ied a NtM\ England lass, a Mi^s

Hamilton,with whom he settled in Franklin County,

N. Y. They were among the pioneer settlers of

that county and Mr. Clark followed agricultural

pursuits in a small way, his trade being that of a

lanner and currier, at which he was unusuall}' suc-

cessful. Later he was a boot and shoe dealer. He
and his wife died in the Empire State when well

along in years, and both were members of the

Eplsco|)al Church.

Francis C'lark. Jr., passed his boyhood days on a

farm and in learning the lumber business, follow-

ing the lattter principally in Ontario, Canada, until

1835, when he came to New York State. He set-

tled on a new farm in St. Lawrence Count}-, and

there lie and his wife soon liad a good home. He
died there in 18G1, when seventy-three j'cars of age,

and his wife followed him to the grave four ^'cars

later, in 18G5. He was a soldier in the War of 1812.

Mrs. Clark was born in Danbury, Conn., in 17'J(),

but was reared and educated in Canada. She was

a cousin of P. T. liarnum, the showman. Mr. and

Mrs. Clark were for years members of the Episco-

[lal Church, but later in life she joined the Meth-

odists. t)f the seven children born to this worthy

couple, six are now living and Francis II. Clark is

the youngest. He was four years of age when his

liarents moved to New York State and he was a

resident of that State until 18G9, when he came to

Illinois, settling in Poplar Grove, Boone County.

While a resident of New York, he learned the

trade of a millwright and pattern-maker. In 18(54,

he enlisted from St. Lawrence County, that State, in

the Sixth New York Regiment, Company M, and

served as a private until his discharge on the 25th

of August, 1 865.

Our subject was in a number of prominent en-

Hagements, and after the battle of Fisher Hill he

was one of thirty-two who reported at roll-call.

While in service he was sick for some time from

exp(_)sure, and he was crippled while doing drill

duty. After remaining in the hospital for some

time, he was honorably discharged and returned to

New York State. There he was married to Miss

Soiihronia Richardson, a native of St. Lawrence

County and the daughter of Samuel Richardson,

who lived and died in that county. The latter

was seventy-four at the time of his death. He
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served in tlie War of 1812. His wife, whose

maiden name was Mary Johnson, died when

eighty-five 3'ears of age. Mrs. Clark was reared and

educated in lier native county and taught school

there six years Ijcfore lier marriage. This union

resulted in the birth of three living children:

Preston, an attorney, and proprietor of the Min-;

eral S|)rings at Peoria, was married to Miss Julia

Eaton, who was County Superintendent of Schools

of Boone Count}', but is now deceased; Burton F.,

an engraver in the Rockford Silver Plate Com-

pany, is now at home; Etta S., at home and a

musical graduate, is a teacher of vocal music and

is now chorister in the Christian Union Church.

Mr. Clark is a Republican in politics, and he is a

member of the Grand Array of tlie Republic. Mrs.

Clark is a member of the Methodist Church.

b'^~T~>[=~~

(^i^RANK S. WHITMAN, M. D., a practicing

j-4g> physician of Belvidere, has the honor of

ij^ being a native of this city. He was born

September 27, 1849, and is descended from an old

New England family. His grandfather, Jacob

Whitman, was a native of Connecticut and became

one of the early settlers of Fairfield, Vt. He was

a hatter by trade, but engaged in farming in the

Green Mountain State. He afterward purchased a

farm in Portland, Chautauqua County, N. Y.,

where he made his home until 1840, removing

thence to Boone County and locating in Belvidere,

where he made his home until his death in 1851.

He married Sarah Spencer, who died in Portland,

N. Y.

Hiram AVhitman, father of our subject, was born

in Fairfield, Vt, December 12, 1806, and when a

young man went to New York, purchasing a tract

of land in Chautaucpia County. There he engaged

in farming until 1837, after which he spent two

years upon his father's farm in Portland. On the

5th of October, 1830, he married Clarinda Hanch-
ett, who was born in Herkimer, N. Y., December

19, 1808. She is a daughter of Zacheus and Lucy
(Cottrell) Hanchett, the former a native of Suffolk,

Conn., and the later of Washington, Mass., where

they were married in 1793. They removed to

36

Herkimer, N. Y.. and after a tew years went to

Chautauqua County, being numbered among its

pioneer settlers. They purchased a tract of heavily

timbered land and in the midst of the forest dev-

eloped a farm, experiencing all the privations and

hardships of frontier life. IMr. Hanchett there

died in his ninety-sixth year.

In 1839, with his wife and one child, Mr. Whit-

man came to Illinois, making the entire journey

overland with teams. After twenty daj-s of travel,

he arrived at Belvidere on the 25th of October,

and after a few months made a claim in Belvidere

Township. To the cultivation and improvement

of his land, he devoted his time and attention un-

til his death, which occurred on the 10th of May,

1855. His wife survives him and makes her home
in Belvidere. She enjoys good health and her

faculties are still unimpaired. She has a family of

four children: Royal T., Emily M., (Jilliert R. and

Frank S.

No event of special imix.irtanee occurred during

the Doctor's youth. After accpiiring his early

education in the public schools of Belvidere, he

became a student in the Chicago University and

subsequentlj- engaged in teaching one year, being

Principal of the schools in Roscoe, Winnebago
Count}-. Wishing to make the practice of medi-

cine his life work, he began studying with Dr.

James K. Soule, of Belvidere, and attended lectures

at Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago, from

which he was graduated in the Class of February,

1872. The same year, he opened an ollice in

Belvidere and has since successfully engaged in

practice.

On the 20th of January, 1875, Dr. Whitman
married Frank C. Pier, a native of Belvidere.

This worthy couple rank high in social circles and

are widely and favorably known throughout the

community. The Doctor is a member of the Illi-

nois State Medical Society and the American Insti-

tute of Homeopathy, the oldest national medical

assocation in the United States. He also belongs

to Belvidere Lodge No. 289, K. T. He is a member
of Coiut Clair No. 183, I. 0. of F., and of Garrison

No. 27, K. G. He exercises his right of franchise

in support of the Republican party, and has served

as President of the School Board, member of the
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Common Council, was two terms Maj'or of the city

and for tliree terras was County Coroner. He is a

member of the Congressional Committee of Boone

Count3% is President of the Boone County Board

of Pension Examiners, and is Vice-President of the

People's Bank, of Belvidere. He was also an alter-

nate delegate-at-larji^e for the (State of Illinois at

the last National Republican Convention held at

Minneapolis. The Doctor is now enjoying a liberal

jjatronage, gained through his skill and ability, and

he ranks deservedly high among his professional

brethren.

Elsewhere in this volume will be noticed a litho-

grai)hic portrait of Dr. AVhitman.

y.-y AFr. HENRY KNOWLES, who is now liv-

^-'^ iug a retired life at the comer of North

and Winnebago Streets, was born in Or-

leans, Mass., July 20, 1834, and is a son of Elijah

and Abigail (Freeman) Knowles. His father lived

and died on a farm in Brewster, Mass., passing

away at the age of eighty-one years. His wife died

November 5, 1891, at the advanced age of eighty-

seven. She too was a native of the Bay State, and

died in Brewster. Our subject comes of a long

line of sea-faring men. His maternal uncle was a

prominent master of vessels, and two of his broth-

ers followed the sea. One of them, Elijah F., is

now a retn'ed shipmaster residing in Brewster, and

the other brother, Albert C, was master of a vessel

which was destroyed by a cyclone on the Indian

Sea, and all on board were lost.

Capt. Knowles, whose name heads this sketch,

was reared and educated in Brewster, Mass., and

when fourteen years of age, went with a friend of

the family, Capt. Crosby, to sea as a cabin boj'. and

thus became connected as a sailor in the cotton

trade between this country and Europe. He rap-

idly won promotion, and on the Captain's death,

which occurred on a voyage between New Orleans

and Liverpool, Mr. Knowles, though only nineteen

years of age at that time, took charge of the ves-

sel. He continued in command of that vessel for

some time, and later was master of the "Albatross,"

the "Massachusetts," the "Western Star" and the

'Belle Creole." Of the two former he was master

for only a few years. He was part owner, and was

master of the "Western Star" for eight years, and

was similarly connected with the "Belle Creole" for

four years, or until 1870, when he left the sea and

came West. He has sailed over many of the most

important seas, has visited Liverpool, Bombay, and

all the ports of South America. He did business

as a shipper of guano, and in 1869, with a load

of that product on board, his vessel sprung a leak.

The guano filled the pumps, which prevented them

from being worked, and the ship sunk, but .all on

board were saved. The Captain was the last to

leave the vessel, just as it sank in the waters of the

tropics. He stood in great favor with his men,

and he had many warm friends among the leading

captains of Boston, including Benjamin Bangs and

Elijah Williams.

Mr. Knowles was married in the Bay State to

Miss Lizzie D. Collins, who was born in West Den-

nis, Mass., January 30. 1842, and a daughter of

Capt. Seth and Anna (Knowles) Collins, both of

whom are now deceased. Her father was a prom-

inent business man of the Merchants' Service, and

was master of a merchant vessel for some years.

He continued to own an interest in a ship, but

spent his last years on his estate at West Dennis,

where he died at the age of seventy-two. Af-

ter his death, his widow came to the West, and

made her home with Mrs. Knowles, in Rockford,

until called to her final rest. In the family were

two sons, Jonathan and Ansel, who were large com-

mission merchants of Philadelphia for many j^ears.

The former is now living a retired life in AVest

Dennis, Mass., and the latter is now deceased. They

were both prominent and well-known business men

of Philadelphia for many years.

Unto Capt. Knowles and his wife have been born

seven children, but John C. and Effle M. are both

now deceased. Grace Pacific was born on the Pa-

cific Ocean, off the coast of Peru, and is the wife

of Alfred Holt, an attorney of Chicago; Herbert is

a member of the firm of Johnson & Knowles, real-

estate dealers of this city; Abbie F., Royal E. and

Edwin W. are all at home.

The Captain and his wife are member of the Sec-

ond Congregational Church, and, in politics, he is
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a Republican. He also belongs to the Masonic or-

der, of which he became a member on the Island

of Malta. On coming to Rockford in 1870, lie

formed a partnershii) with Ansel Collins, and for

live j'ears they engaged in the grocery business,

after which the Captain became a wholesale dealer

in butter, cheese and eggs. To this he devoted his

time and attention until about three years since,

when, on account of failing health, he sold out

and has since lived retired. His life has been a

varied one, and well and worthily spent.

c^^HEODORE C. DECKER. This gentleman

fm^\ is classed among the wide-awake, thorough-

^^^ going business men of Winnebago Count}',

and the active manner in which he has taken ad-

vantage of every method and idea tending towards

enhancing the value of his property has had

considerable to do witli his success in life. Mr.

Decker was born in Orange Count)', N. Y., as were

also his father, Cornelius S. Decker, and his grand-

father, Levi Decker, both tillers of the soil. The

grandfather married Miss Roxanna Mould, and

they became the parents of seven sons, only two

now surviving; one of these, William Decker, is

seventy-six years of age and a resident of New-

burg, N. Y. Levi Decker died at the advanced

age of ninety-eight years and his wife survived

him until 1877, dying when sixty-eight j'ears old.

The father of our subject, Cornelius Decker,

was born in the year 1818 and was married in his

native county to Miss Jane Ashby, a native also

of Orange County, N. Y., and the daughter of

John Ashby, of the same county and State and a

farmer by occupation. In 1861, Mr. Decker sold

his farm in New York State and moved to

Zanesville, Wis., where he purchased a tract of

eleven hundred and eighty acres, settling on

the same with his wife and nine children,

seven sons and two daugliters. There he con-

tinued to cultivate the soil on a large scale for

about twenty-eight years, or until 1888, when he

concluded to tr}' his fortune in another part of tiie

county. He purchased forty acres in Rock Town-

ship, the same State, and there he and his admir-

able wife reside at the present time, both cnjiiying

good health. The}' lost four children in infancy,

two of each sex, and those now living arc .lona-

than M., Frank D., William, Tlieodore ("., .luim A.

and Anna G., the latter now Mrs. l);ivid Mould, a

resident of Sioux City, Iowa.

Theodore C. Decker, the subject of this sketch,

was liorn on the 8th of February, 18.il, and was

but ten years of age when his parents moved to

Wisconsin. He was earl}- trained to the tedious

details of farm life, and in 1880 he selected his life

companion in the person of IMiss Mary McNamara,
of Chicago. Her parents, Lawrence and Harriet

(Hickox) McNamara, were natives of Williams-

town, Mass., in which State Mrs. Docker received a

thorough education, graduating at the Westfield

Normal School there. After teaching in her na-

tive town and in Worcester, and still later in tlie

Graj'lock Institute at Williamstown, Mass., she

came West to Chicago, wliere she taught in the

public schools for eight years. She was thor-

oughly in love with her calling and must have

been a very successful educator, for she has the

happy faculty of winning and keeping friends.

Mr. and Mrs. Decker commenced housekeeping

in 1882, and the same year purchased twenty acres

of choice land on section 3, Roscoe Townshii),

111., two miles east of Belott, for which he paid

fl 15 per acre. On this Mr. Decker has erected

two large tobacco sheds and a large stock Ijarn, in

which he has a large silo tank, or cellar, with a

capacity of one hundred and thirteen tons. He
has rebuilt his residence, and everything about the

place indicates to the beholder that the owners

are people of culture and refinement. Mrs. Decker is

quite a horticulturist and takes as much pleasure

with her fine strawberries as her husband does

with his fifteen acres of tobacco, if she does not real-

ize as much profit as he does from his twenty-four

thousand to thirty thousand pounds of the weed

per year. Mr. Decker has some fine Jersey cattle

and keeps from fifteen to twenty cows. He makes

thousands of pounds of the choicest butter and

sells it to the consumers of Chicago, where he has

some customers among the best people. By grow-

ing corn fodder, which is made into ensil.age, he
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can feed many head of stock from these twenty

acres, and the eight acres which he hires. He has

raised some of the finest of Jersey cows, there being

in his herd Muriel the Third, who was on exliibi-

tion at the Philadelphia Centennial, 1876.

Mr. and Mis. Decker lost an infant sou, and

they now have one sou living, Frank D., born Sep-

tember 16, 1881, who is a promising boy, having

made four grades in three years. Mr. Decker has

been a Democrat, but under the salutary influence

of his wife is likely to become a good Republican.

They are both members of the Congregational

Church, and are held in high esteem in the com-

munity.

' SHLEY KNAPP. The results of industry,

(((sjy/JII thrift and wise judgment have been mani-

fested in the career of this gentleman, who,

in all matters pertaining to his financial

standing, has fairly earned the title of a self-made

man. He is one of the oldest settlers of Burritt

Township, Winnebago County, having come here

about the year 1842, and he now owns and occu-

pies a tract of two hundred acres of fine land.

The gentleman of whom we write was born in

Eldred, McKean County, Pa., January 7, 1821.

His father, Jacob, was born in New York State, and

his father, Luke Knapp, came from Connecticut, and

spent his last days iu New York. The father of

our subject was reared on the home farm, and as

soon as old enough went to Pennsjivania, where

lie bought a tract of timber land in Eldred Town-

sliijj, and cleared and improved a farm, residing

there until his demise, January 18, 1863, at the ad-

vanced age of ninety years and six months. The

maiden name of our subject's mother was Mary
Cahoou ; she was a native of the Empire State, and

the widow of a Mr. Brainard. She spent her last

days on the home farm in Eldred Township, dying

February 28, 1854, when past sixty-nine 3'ears.

The original of this sketch received his educa-

tion in his native township, attending the pioneer

schools taught in the old log schoolhouse with its

home-made furniture. He resided with liis parents

until reaching his majority, when he started out

in the world for himself with 11.50 in his pocket.

He walked to Erie County, N. Y., and secured

work in a harvest field two months, and in the fall

was engaged in stacking straw. In October of

1842, Ashley Knapp started with his earnings in his

pocket for Illinois, and came by steamer to Mil-

waukee, on foot to Beloit, and rode the remainder

of the way to Burritt Township. His brother hav-

ing previously come to this State, he stopped with

him a short time, then went to Joe Daviess

County, and secured a job splitting rails at fift}'

cents per hundred and his board. He was very in-

dustrious and saved his earnings, and was soon en-

abled to purchase ten acres of timber land which

he still owns, which is located on Section 6, Burritt

Township. The next year he received $13 per

month for his labors, and with this, in 1844, bought

forty acres more, a part of which was improved

prairie land on section 8 of the same township,

and there commenced his career as an independent

farmer. Four years later, our subject bought the

farm where he now resides, paying for it $3.50 per

acre, it including the northwest quarter of section

16, and the west half of the northeast quarter of

same section. He did not have the money to pay

down for his land, and had to pay ten per cent,

interest.

At the time of Mr. Knapp 's coming here there

were no railroads, and Chicago was the principal

marketing place, and he had to haul his wheat

there, fording the river at Rockford, and selling

his wheat for fifty and Uft3'-flve cents per bushel.

On the return trip, he would bring merchandise

and other necessaries for f.amily use. The lumber

with which he erected his first house was all hauled

from Chicago by himself. His present farm con-

tains two hundred acres, and is one of the best

in the county, its good substantial buildings show-

ing it to be in the hands of a sagacious manager.

A number of springs of pure water, which flow

from one hundred and fifty to two hundred bar-

rels an hour, are to be found on the place. He has

built a dam and formed a beautiful pond,iu which

are to be found the speckled-back trout.

The subject of this life notice, was married, in

1844, to Elizabeth (Ilerrington) Williams, a native

of Canada, and a daughter of the Rev. Richard
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Herrlngton, and the widow of Warren Williams.

Mrs. Knapp died December 14, 1888. Mr. Knapp

lias three cliildren living, namely: Loretta I?ate,

Aurella Franklin and Warren J. Lucretia, the

youngest daughter, married John S. Bates, and died

in Rockford, in July, 1890. Lovina, the third

child, died when eight 3-ears old. Mr. Knapp is a

consistent member of the Baptist Church, of which

liis estimable wife was also a valued member. From

a genealogy of the Knapp family, we find they are

of Saxon origin, three brothers having come to

America, William, NichoLis and Roger, in 1630.

Their descendants are numerous, and settled in the

various different Stales of this continent. Mr.

Knapp is a most excellent man, highly spoken of

by .all who know him, his habits being unexcep-

tionable, and his whole life most exemplary.

iUST A. WANSTROM, junior partner of the

firm of Johnson & W.anstrom, dealers in

clothing and merchant tailoring goods, lo-

cated at No. 420 East State Street, has been a part-

ner in this concern since the 1st of May, 188,t.

He is a wide-awake and enterprising 3'oung busi-

ness man and one well known throughout the

communit}'. He was born in Sweden on the 17tli

of March, 1861, and was still quite young when

he crossed the Atlantic to America with his parents.

Gust and Gustava (Barson) Wanstrom. The f.am-

il_v came at once to Rockford, where they have

since resided. His father, a carpenter by trade, is

now living a retired life at his home on Third

Avenue. Both himself and wife are about sixtj-

five years of age. They are members of the

First Lutheran Church and are highlj' respected

people. Of their family two sons and two daugh-

ters are yet living.

Our subject was reared to manhood in this citj",

and when a youtii applied himself to study and

got a practical education. In the earlj' part of

1871, he went to Chicago and was a clerk in a

meat-market in that city for two years, after which

he returned to Rockford and has here since resided.

Having learned the trade of a cabinet-maker, he

became connected with the Central Furniture

Company and was one of its stockholders. He
also was employed in the Forest City Furniture

Company and is now a Director in the Royal Sew-

ing Machine Company, which was organized in

this citj' in the summer of 1890. He is also inter-

ested in other concerns, and by close attention to

business has already won a liandsome competence.

Mr. Wanstrom was married in this city in 1888,

the lady of his choice being Miss P^mma Anderson,

who was born and reared in Rockford and is a

daughter of Andrew Anderson. Her father is

now a successful farmer, living in the town of

Newport, and is a prominent citizen there. Him-

self and wife are members of the First Lutheran

Church of Rockford and take an active interest in

its work.

Mr. and Mrs. Wanstrom occupy a pleasant home

at No. 909 Kishwankee Street, where hospitality

abounds and good cheer reigns supreme. They

are active members of the First Lutheran Cluuch,

in which Mr. Wanstrom has been a Trustee for

nine years. In politics, he is a supporter of Re-

publican principles. He has been the architect of

his own fortunes, and that he has worked truly

and well is shown by the success that has crowned

his efforts. He is recognized as one of the leading

business men of the city, and is now one of its

prosperous residents, enjoying a competence well

earned and richly deserved.

ARTINHILLIARD, who is eng.agodin the

grocery businessat No. 412 Seventh Street,

has carried on operations in that line in

Rockford for about twenty years. His

life has been full of varied and interesting exper-

iences and its record, we feel assured, will be re-

ceived with interest by many of our readers. He
has sailed all over the globe and traveled through

several countries. From his native home in

Sweden he went to Germany, and later took p.ass-

age at Hamburg on a sailing-vessel which three

months later landed him in New York City. He
afterwards went to sea, shipping before the mast,

and became second mate on a merchant ship, of
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which he formed one of the crew for several years.

It sailed ill nearly all the waters of the globe and

he landed at the chief seaports of the world, espec-

ially in the European countries, the South Ameri-

can i)r()vinces and Australia. He rounded Cape

Horn and Cape Good Hope, and went through all

the experiences of the old tar. After one voyage

which lasted for thirteen months, he left his vessel

at Liverpool, England, and thence again crossed

the water to New Orleans and proceeded up the

Mississippi River, on whose waters he then sailed

for two years, from the mouth to St. Paul.

Later, Mr. Ililliard's mode of life was completely

changed, and he became a member of the Unitetl

States .\rlillery, serving for five years at Key West,

Fla. On his discharge from the service, he opened

a grocery ^^tore in that place, where he did business

for some time. While in the army, nearly the

whole of Ills eom|iany died of yellow fever .and

Mr. Hilliard himself took the fever, barely escap-

ing death. He afterwards sold his interest in the

store and came to the North, locating in Chicago,

where he opened a grocery on the corner of Chi-

cago and La Salle Avenues. Subsequently', he did

business at the corner of Superior and North Clark

Streets, but later sold out and went to California

across the plains. After a wearisome journey of

six months, he arrived at liis destination and for

ten years engaged in mining in Placer Count}',

not far from the American River. After that var-

ied but successful perii_)d in his life, he started on

the return trij) liy wa\' of the Isthmus of Panama.

At Aspinwall he took the smallp(.)x; and was con-

fined in the hospital for thirty-one days. He then

proceeded to New York, where he had a severe

attack of Shagers fever, from which he had not

recovered on reaching Rockford.

In Chicago, Mr. Hilliard wedded a Swedish lady,

Miss Amelia Long, wlio was a good wife and help-

mate to her husliand until her death, which occurred

in the autunni of 1873. She left two small children:

.Joseph, the elder, a promising young m.an, grad-

uated from the Rockford lousiness College and

now assists his father in the store; Emma A.,

will I for some time has been house-keeper for her

fatlier and brother, is a cultured voung lady, well

educated. The family attend the First Lutheran

Church and are held in high regard in the circles

of society in which they move. Mr. Hilliard is a

member of the Odd Fellows' Society, and, in politics,

is a supporter of Republican principles. He is now

seventy-three years of age, but his 3'ears rest

lightly upon him and his faculties are still unim-

paired. He has led a busy and useful life and has

seen much of the world. His varied experiences

have made him a well-informed man and a [ileas-

ant and entertaining companion.

yELLS FISH. In scanning the lives and

enterprises of the citizens of Rockford, it

is pleasant to note the exercise of enterprise

in every walk of life, and the achievement of suc-

cess in every department of business. This we are •

.able to discern in the career of our subject, who

was formerly a farmer but is now retired. He came

here from his farm in Winnebago Township, this

county, early in thej'ear 1892, located on Rockton

Avenue, and has since been connected with the

Rockford Galvanizing Works.

Our subject made his first appearance in Winnc-

b.ago County in the fall of 1868, and purch.ased a

good farm of one hundred and fifteen acres on

section 4, of Winnebago Township, where he re-

sided for twenty-throe years. He made man}' im-

provements, erected good buildings of all kinds,

and was considered one of the most progressive

and successful agriculturists of his section. During

the last twelve years of his life on the farm, he

carried on a dairy business and was as successful

in this as in all previous enterprises.

The Keystone State claims him .as her son, and

he was born in Pike County, of that State, on the

loth of January, 1831. He was but a small child

when he moved with his parents to New York

State, and settled with them in Tompkins County,

where he remained until he came West to Illinois.

His parents, Joseph J. and Sarah (Cole) Fish, were

natives of Pennsylvania, .and were of German and

English descent, respectively. After the marriage

of this worthy couple, they continued to make

their home in Pennsylvania for a number of years

and then moved to New York State, where both
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passed the remainder of their lives. The father was

a mason hy trade and an honest, hardworking man.

He was a Methodist in rehgion, and a Whig in

politics. The mother was also a Methodist in lier

religious views. Botli died on the old homestead

in Tompliins County, tlie fatlier when sixty-two

years of age, and the mother about twelve years

later. They were worthy and much esteemed

people. Her father was a patriot of the Revolu-

tion and was in Gen. Washington's army.

Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Fish,

five sons and four daughters, and three of the sons,

William, John and James, were in the Civil War,

the last two serving through the entire conflict.

William was Captain of the company in his regi-

ment (the One Hundred and Ninth) and was

killed while gallantly leading the same in the

first charge on Petersburg, Va., during the dis-

astrous explosion of the mines under that place.

He was then a single man. James and John re-

turned to the parental roof, but the former is now
deceased. Another son, Joseph C, now resides in

Kansas Cit}-, Mo. All the daughters are de-

ceased.

Wells Fish was married first in Tompkins County,

N. Y., to Miss Margaret Theal, who was l.iorn in

Westchester Couutj- but reared in Tompkins

County. Mated in temperament and in nature,

this union proved most liapp}', and as the years

passed one child was born to them, Willard, who
died when about nine years of age. Mrs. Fish

passed away from this life while }-et in the vigor

of her womanhood, when about forty-nine years

of age, her death occurring in Winnebago County.

Tlie second marriage of Mr. Wells occurred in

Winnebago County, to Mrs. Mary Colson, nee

Wygant, who was born and reared in Steuben

County, N. Y. She was fli-st married to Ezra

Colson, who was a New York State merchant and

who served through the Rebellion, dying a few

years after returning from the army. He left one

child, Ada, who is now the wife of James Rodgers,

present proprietor of the Rockford Galvanizing

Works, which he has controlled for the past three

years. Mr. and Mrs. Rodgers now reside in Rock-

ford and are prominent and much esteemed young
people. To Mr. Fish's present union has been

born one child, Harry, who is attending the public

schools of the city. Mr. Fish is a Republican in

politics and two years previous to coming to Rock-

ford he was Assessor for two years. He was also

Township Trustee for fifteen jears. He and Mrs.

Fish attend the Presbyterian Church.

EZRA B. SACKETT has been a resident of

Rockford since the spring of 1855, when he

came to this city and established business

as a painter and house decorator. He began on a

small scale, but has steadily worked up a growing

trade until he now has a liberal patronage. Many
of the private residences and public buildings of

the city have been beautified l)y his handiwork, for

he is an expert in this line.

Mr. Sackett was born in Volney Township, Os-

wego County, N. Y., in 1S22, and at the age of

fifteen removed with his parents to Chautauqua

County, where he was reared and educated. The

Sackett family was founded in America by three

brothers of English birth who emigrated to this

country prior to the Revolutionary War. His

father, Anson Sackett, was a native of Vermont,

and in that State married Theodosia Ruggles, who
came of a good old New England family. Soon

after their marriage, they removed to the Empire

State, locating on a farm in Oswego County, and

there all their children were born. As before

stated, the family subsequently went to Chautauqua

County, where the parents spent their remaining

days, residing on a farm in the township of Han-

over until called to their final rest. Mr. Sackett

died at the age of eiglit3--four and his wife died

five years previous, in her sevent^'-sixth year.

They were members of the Episcopal Church and

lived unassuming, upright lives. Their family

numliered thirteeu children, four of whom died in

infancy. Of the nine wlio grew to mature years,

three sons and three daughters are j'et living. One
sister, Mrs. William Swits, resides in Rockford.

No event of special importance occurred during

the childhoocj of our subject. In Westfield, N. Y.,

after arriving at man's estate, he married Miss
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Simena R. "Ward, daughter of Richard and Lois

(Wilcox) Ward, natives of Connecticut. After

their marriage, lier parents removed to what was

then Log Cit}-, Madison County-, N. Y., wlicre Mr.

Ward established a tannery and carried on a shoe

store. Subsequently, he removed with his family

to Chautauqua County, where he folhiwed agri-

cultural pursuits until his death, at tlie age of

eighty-tw(.). His wife liad passed away a good

many years previous, when sixty years of age.

Tliey were members of the Congregational Church

and were known as kind, hospitable and CI

people. With one exception, all of their th.. occn

children grew to manhood aiul womanhood and

were nil married but two. There is but one sister

of iSIrs. Sackett now living, Mrs. R. E. Morris, of

Fond du Lac, Wis.

Linto Mr. and Mrs. Sackett have lieen l)orn four

children: Minnie, who died at the age of two and

a half years; Jennie S., wife of Dr. Clinton B.

Helms, a successful dentist of Rockford, residing

on AValnut Street with his wife and their two chil-

dren, Charles and Raymond; Charles T., wlio occu-

pies a clerical position with the Rockford Insurance

Company, wedded Hay Manny, by whom he has

one daughter, Editii, and their liome is on North

Ciiurch Street; Harry 1!., tl\e youngest, is a special

agent for the Rockford Insurance Company. The

family is widely and favorably known throughout

this community. The parents are both members

of the Episcopal Church and Mr. Sackett has served

as Vestryman. In politics, he is a Republican, and,

socially, is a Master Mason. He owns a good busi-

ness house at No. 119 First Street and a comforta-

lile and modern home at No. "205 South First

Street. His success in life has all been due to his

own effort* and he may well bo termed a self-made

man.

^ EORGE H. S. KENT, of Roscoe, was born

in Erie County, Pa., April 7, 1821. The

^^eil founder of the family in America was Asa

Kent, who was brought when a babe from England

to America about two years after the landing of

the "Mayflower." The grandfather -of our sub-

ject, who also Ijore the name of Asa Kent, was

G

born in Connecticut in 1759. He removed from

Oneida County, N. Y., to Ashtabula County, Ohio,

where he died at the age of sixty-eight years,

leaving a wife and six children, two sons and four

daughters. Asa Kent, Jr., father of our subject,

was born in Oneida County, N. Y., in 1792, and at

the age of twenty-two j'cars went to Erie County,

Pa., where he bought one hundred acres of tim-

ber land at $4 per acre. Many years afterward, he

came to Illinois, locating in Winnebago County',

where he died at the age of sixty, leaving three

sons and a daughter, namely: George H. S., of

this sketch; Sarah, who was liorn in 1825; Hiram,

wlio was born in 1830, and died in Roscoe, of

smallpox in 1853, at the age of twent^'-three 3-ears;

and Elphinstone, n.imed for Lord Elphinstone, of

England, who is a farmer of Potter County, S. Dak.

Our subject spent the first twenty-three j'ears

of his life upon his father's farm in Erie County,

which he helped to clear. On completing his edu-

cation, acquired in the common schools, he en-

gaged in teaching for four successive winters. The

spring of 1844 witnessed his arrival in Roscoe.

He came on the old steamer "Madison" com-

manded by Capt. Wilkinson, of Erie, who spent

almost a lifetime on the Lakes and died on his

boat. They were seven days coming from Erie

to Chicago, and Mr. Kent rode from there to Bel-

videre with a farmer who had been to market. He

traversed the distance between Belvidere and

Roscoe on foot. Here he purchased a team and

followed teaming to Chicago and many other

points in the Northwest, carrying prospecting

parties. He made his first purchase of land in

1849, becoming possessor of forty acres, for which

he paid iilO per acre. It is still his property, but

is worth five times that sum to-day. He after-

wards added to his landed possessions from time

to time, until now four hundred and fifty acres

yield to him a good income. He continued to

engage in active farming until 1891, when he

bought his present residence, which was the home

of Mrs. Kent's parents from 1847 until 1874.

In this house, in the fall of 1853, Mr. Kent and

Miss B. P. Smith were united in marriage. The

lad}' was born in Mercer County, Pa., in 1830,

and when a maiden of sixteen summers came to
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Roscoe with her parents, John C. and Charlotte

(Croy) Smith, tlie former a native of the Key-

stone State, and the latter ot Vermont. "With

their eigiit children, they came West during a

pleasant autumn, and after an enjoyable journey

of twenty-three days, arrived at their destination,

but soon after locating here the family were all

taken with chills and fever. The parents died

at the home of Mrs. Kent in Februarj-, 1881. Both

died of paralysis within a few hours of each other,

at the age of eighty-one years, and were buried

in the same grave.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kent have been born six

children, but three are now deceased. Charles

and Fred died in childhood, and William Forest

died of typhoid fever in Fargo, N. Dak., in Janu-

ar}', 1883, at the age of twent3--three 3'ears; Francis

Smith, born in 1854, is operating the home farm;

Mary E., born in 1855, has been suffering from in-

sanity since 1883; and Ernestine D. is now the

wife of Victor G. Coe, of Iowa City, Iowa, who was

graduated from the State University and is now
pursuing a law course. The parents of this fam-

ily are members of the Congregational Church.

Mr. Kent has been a life-long Republican, and is a

stanch supporter of that party. He may truly be

called a self-made man, for by his own efforts he

has worked his way upward to a position of afflu-

ence, and certainly deserves great credit for the

prosperity which has crowned his labors.

ETER M. REED. At one time this gentle-

man was a leading contractor and builder

of Rockford, and many evidences of his

ability and skill in that direction are to be

seen in the city. He was regarded as a first-class

workman, a reliable and straightforward man, and

an excellent citizen. P'or manj' years he was one

of the foremost contractors and builders of Rock-

ford and had in his employ most of the time from

forty to fifty men. AVere it necessary to add more
as to his abilit}^ as a mechanic or builder, perhaps

the greatest compliment that could be paid him
would be to point out those monuments of his

I

handiwork which now grace the city. He was

seriously injured liv a fall from a grain olev.alor

he was building, and died on the morning of the

7th of November, 1889. Honored and rc'spocted

alike in business and social circles. Iiis sudden

death was lamented by all.

Mr. Reed was born in the "Walley of Karlmeir,

Sweden, September 16, 1838, and his parents, who
were natives also of that countr}-,are still residing

there and are quite aged. The father is a farmer

by occupation. Peter M. Reed attained to man-

hood and learned the carpenter's trade in his na-

tive country. In 1864, he emigrated to America,

and, coming to Illinois, located in Rockford, where

he became the owner of some valualjle property,

and where his widow is now residing. He also

owned stock in the shoe and upliolsterj- factory

of that city.

For some time after coming to Rockford. Mr.

Reed was engaged as a bridge-builder throughout

the West and owned a construction car, which was

well-equipped for boarding his men. He was very

successful, but the work was not congenial to him,

and he entered the building and contracting busi-

ness in this city. In the meantime, he had gone to

Chicago, and for four years was in the employ of

the Street Car Company, la3'ing tracks and building

houses for their use, etc. In 1873, he returned to

Rockford and there remained until his death.

In Chicago, Mr. Reed was married to Jliss .Jo-

hanna Peterson, a native of Sweden, born near the

birthplace of her husband, on the 11th of Novem-
ber, 1838, and she was there reared and educated.

Her parents, John and Christina (Daniels) Peter-

son, were natives of that country and the father

is a farmer. Both are living, the father being

eight}' jears of age. They are members of the

Swedish Lutheran Church. Mrs. Reed belongs to

the Lutheran Church and her husband held mem-
bership m the same. In his political views, Mr.

Reed was a Republican, and, socially, he was a

member of the Independent Order of Mutual Aid.

He was the father of seven children, two, Dalia

and Anton, and one ininanied, having passed

away before him. The others are Ansel, a prom-

ising }'Oung man, who is now engaged in the silver

plate business in Connecticut; P. Victor, a ma-
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chinist for the Barnes' Manufacturing Couipanj' of

Rockford: Sclma and Turn, who are at liome.

On niiollirr pane a [lortraili of IMr. Reed is pre-

sented 1(1 our readers.

V. _o<:3,i^:

jf^ACOB BLKWFIELD, now retired and liv-

ing comf(n'tahly with his daughter at No.

11(1 Norlli Ilorsnian Street, has only been

with llie latter about a 3'ear, having pre-

V ously made his liome on Auburn Street, in

the suliurlis of llie nortliwest part of the city,

wliere lie owns eleven acres of ver3' valualile prop-

erty.

Mr. Blew field was born in Rockland County, N.

Y.. .June 9, 1818, and came of .an old and promi-

nent New York State family. His grandfather

Blcwfleld was a soldier in the Revolutionary War,

and served with the Colonists in many engagements.

He was wounded in an engagement on the Hudson
River, and his death resulted from these wounds a

few years later. He was an early settler of Rock-

land County, N. Y., and there spent all liis active

life. He came of German parentage. He left a

large family of children, and one, John, was the

father of our subject. The latter, with the elder

members of the family, spelled their names Blofield.

He was born near Ilaverstraw, in Rockland County,

and was engaged in different occupations until liis

death,when about four-score 3'ears of age. For si.inie

time he was engaged in building the lighthouse on
Stony Point, in the Hudson River, where his

maternal grandfather had fought during the Rev-
olution. John Blewfleld, or Blofleld, was a man of

sterling traits of cliaracter, and was a worthy citizen

of his community. lie was married on the Hud-
son River to Miss Hannah Dikens, who was also a

native of Ilaverstraw, Rockland County, and who
inherited Frencli bhiod from her paternal, and
Dutch from her m;iternal, ancestors. Her fatiier,

Richard Dikens, was a soldier in the Revolutionary

War, and his knowledge of Stony Point, N. Y.,

and of tlie most accessible route to it, was the

cause of his being selected as the leader of tlie

American forces in tlie successful attack on that

position. He dii'd at an advanced age, near the

Hudson River, in Rockland County, and was an

excellent specimen of the old settlers of that day.

Many were the interesting stories told by this gen-

tleman and liis worthy wife of the early days,

and our subject remembers most of them. He also

remembers wlien he wore pants made from flax

tliat had been woven by his grandmotlier.

The mother of our suliject, Hannah Blewfield,

was one of ten children, four sons and six daugli-

ters, all of whom lived to be aged people. Eight

were married and reared large families, but all are

now deceased.

Our subject was one of the following family:

Polly, John, Peggy, Abbe}-, Nancy, Tilley, Jacob,

Abraham and Samuel. All these reached mature

years, married, and all had families. Jacob and

his brother Abraham are the only ones now living.

The latter resides at Haverstraw, N. Y., and is

a successful agriculturist. Jacob was reared in

his native county, and when nearly of age, or

about sixty-three years ago, began boating on the

Hudson River, tlie name tif liis first boat being

"Mad Anthony," on whicli he remained and

cooked for some time. Later, he became a man
before the mast, and subsequently master of the

boat "Fair Play," that plied lietween Albany and

New York City. He saw the first steamboat that

made that trip. Pie has ever been industrious and

ambitious, and what he lias accumulated is the re-

sult of hard work on his part. He assisted in

building many of the jiublic works in the harbor

of New York City, including the dry-dock, and

worked on what is known as Gibitt's Island.

Mr. Blewfield is now seventy-four years of age,

but remarkably well preserved for his years, both

in mind and body. His memory is retentive, and

he rememliers events of his early life very vividly.

He was married at Haverstraw, Rockland County,

N. Y., to Miss Rachel Springstead, who was born

and reared in that place. Her parents, Jacob and

Lotta (Forkingsoii) Springstead, were also natives

of that county, in which they passed their entire

lives, dying wlien quite aged. Of tlie large fam-

ilj' of children born to tliem, four are now living:

Jacob, David, Sarah and Nancy, all of whom are

married and have families.

Mrs. Blewfield died at her hcune in tliis citj' on
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the 26th of April, 1891, when nearly seventy-three

years of age. She was an excellent woman, and

in ever3- waj- a true companion to her husband.

She was a consistent member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church. Of tlie eleven children born

to Mr. and Mrs. Blewlield, two are deceased, Lotta

and Malinda, the latter dying when young.

The former married George Kilburn, of Detroit,

Micii. Tlie living children are: Amelia, wife of

William Stewart; Sarah, wife of Ed Ricliardson,

a well driller, of Rocliford; S. Gus married Miss

Nellie Wincliester, and is engaged in the saloon

business in Rockford; IMary married Kit Sawyer,

a business man of Rockford; Matilda is the wife

of George Gailor, a blacksmith of Rockford; Jacob,

at home; Dell, wife of .Jerome Blewfleld, a bar-

tender for Gus Blewlield, at the Holland House, of

Rockford; Charles, agent for the Illinois Central

Railroad, of East Rockford, married Miss Flor-

ence Soul, and Hattie, wife of Wallie Furman, a

milk dealer.

Mr. Blewlield is one of the honest, upright citi-

zens of the city, and is public spirited and enter-

prising. In politics, he is a Democrat.

INER CLIKEMAN. A prominent posi-

tion among the prosperous and thrifty far-

mers of Winnebago Count}' is occcupied

bj' this gentleman, who owns and operates

a fine estate in Owen Township. He was born in

Wright, Schoharie County, N. Y., February 26,

1832. He comes of Germ.an ancestry, his grand-

father, Lawrence Clikeman, having emigrated from

his native land, German}-, during tlie Revolution-

ary War, in which he served as a soldier in the

British army. During the conflict, he was taken

prisoner, and upon being liberated became a legal-

ized citizen of the United States. He died in the

town of Knox, Albany Count}', N. Y.

Peter Clikeman, father of our subject, was born

in Albany County, N. Y., was there reared and
married and followed farming pursuits. After the

Civil War, he came West to Winnebago County
and spent his last years with his children. His

marriage united him with Jane, daughter of John

and Magdaline Hilligass,and a native of New York,

her death occurring in the town of Wright. She

reared seven children, namely: Mary A., Magda-
line, John F., Miner, Seneca, Jacob A. and Peter II.

The subject of this sketch was reared in his na-

tive county and at the .age of nineteen engaged to

learn the trade of a carpenter and jdiner, at wliidi

he served an apprenticeship of three years and

then followed the trade for one} ear in the Emiiire

State. In 1862, he removed AVest to Illinois, and,

settling in Owen Township, operated as a renter

for about six years and also worked a time at his

trade. Ilis next venture was the purchase of the

farm where he now I'esides, which at that time

was entirely unimprtived, having not a single tree

nor any building upon it. He lias planted fruit,

shade and ornamental trees, erected a fine set of

farm buildings, and brought the two liundred and

sixty acres to fine cultivation. In 1886, he bought

one hundred and sixty acres in Jackson County,

Minn., which are well improved and embellished

with suitable buildings, and that pLace he now
rents.

June 4, 1852, j\Ir. Clikeman was united in mar-

riage with Ann Elizabeth Allen, who was born in

Berne, Albany County, N. Y. Her father, William

Allen, was, it is thought, born in the same county.

John Allen, her grandfather, was a farmer in Knox,

Albany County, N. Y.. and there spent his last

years. William Allen learned the trade of a car-

penter, which he followed during most of his entire

life. He is now living at Reidsville, N. Y., with

his daughter and has reached the advanced age of

eighty-three years. The mother of Mrs. Clikeman,

whose maiden name was Eliza Ann Angle, was

born in Allwny County, N. Y., the daughter of

Philip and Lydia (Miller) Angle, and passed her

days in AToany Count}'.

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Clikeman includes

the following living children : Charles, Sidney,

Austin, Vernie A. and William C. Adella and

Laura are deceased. Charles Clikeman is a car-

penter and joiner, but is at present managing his

father's farm. Sidney, now residing in Rockford,

is a thorough and skilled mechanic. Austin is an

extensive farmer at Greene, Butler County, Iowa.
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Veniie A., now residing at Rockford, lias followed

school tejicliint;- fur ten yi'ai>. and is one of the

best teachers in ANiniu'lmuo County; he is an ex-

eiiiplnry yminp; man. of good moral habits, and is

connected with the Court Street Methodist Episco-

pal Chuich. William C. is a professional tonsorial

ai'tist cf Chicago. The position occupied by the

family in social circles is an enviable one. and they

enjo\- the esteem of a lifist of warm personal

friends. In his |iolitical belief, ]\Ii-. Clikeman is a

Republican, and his progressive spirit and en-

ergetic dispositiun have been instrumental in the

promotion of the pnblie welfare.

-=),^+^1

^^UST P,KRG(,iri.ST, Superintendent of the

III (-_ furnishing department iif the Rockford

^V^iljlj Manufacturing Company, has held that

position since its organization in 188'J and is a

stockholder in the same. For nineteen years, he

wiis a painter for Kinerson, Talcott it Co., and tiiis

has been his principal occupation through life.

Since 1869, he has lived in Rockford and ho now
has a comfortable home at No. 904 Seventh Street.

He is a man of push, enterprise and reliability, and

a popular member of the company.

Mr. Bergquist was born in Verjnland, Sweden,

July 7, 1836, and while growing up learned the

painter's trade. He is a brother of Oscar Bcrg-

cpiist, in whose sketch will be found a full history

of the family'. Oiu' subject w.as married, in his na-

tive country, to Miss j\Iary Swensen, who was born

and reared in the same neighborhood and who was

the only one of her family to set foot upon Amer-
ican soil. Her mother was born in 1802 and died

in Sweden in 1888. The father, Swen Olson, was

born in 1709 and is still living. He has been a

member of the Swedish Lutheran Church all his

life and his wife was a worthy member of the same.

He has a son and two (laughters living in Sweden,

.ill quite aged now.

After marri.age, Mr. Berg(iuist and his wife lived

in their native province until after the birth of

three of their children when they came to the

United States, settUng in Roekford, III. Mr. Berg-

quist came over in 1869 and liis wife with her chil-

dren followed him in the fall of that year. Since

coming to this country, they have had four chil-

dren, seven in all, but two are deceased: Mathias

died when six months old in Sweden; a son, Fred

L.,a promising 3-oung man, died in Rockford when

seventeen years of age. The children living are

Emma, wife of August N. A. Larson, who is a

cabinet-maker and .assistant Superintendent of the

Desk and Furniture Company of Rockford; S.

Oscar, Secretary' and Treasurer of the Desk and

Furniture Company, of Rockford (see sketch);

Gustaf A., a painter of the Sk.andia Plow Company,

ni.arried Hilma Johnson ; Axel T., at home, single,

.and Andrew AV"., at home, single.

Mr. and Mrs. Bergquist were among the early

settlers of Rockford .and have witnessed the won-

derful changes made in the city during their resi-

dence here. They are honest, upright people and

arc universally respected. All the famil}' hold

membershii) in the Zion Lutheran Church. Mr.

I5eigquist is active in politics and casts his vote

with the Rei)ul)lican party.

^^, IIARLES A. FORSBER( ; is the Siiperintend-

(|
ent of the Rockford Machine Comiian3-, of

^^«^' Rockford, which he established in Novem-
ber, 1889. Two years later, it w.as incorporated

with a capital stock of !^lfl,000, since which time

he has been President and Superintendent, while

¥. A. Liudstedt occupies the position of SecletarJ^

Their plant is located at Nos. 902 and 904 Tenth

Street, and thej' emplo.y thirteen men, who are en-

gaged in the manufacture of wood-working ma-

chinery, m.aking a specialtj' of that used in furni-

ture factories.

Mr. Forsberg was born in Sweden, September 2,

1856, and is a son of Gustaf Forsberg, who was

born in that country in 1834, and there makes his

home. He is one of the old railroad engineers of

his native land, and is a practical machinist and

successful inventor. His wife, whose maiden name
was Caroline Lendstedt, died in Sweden in 1877.

Our subject is the only member of the family

residing in this couiitiy. The da3's of his boyhood

and \'0uth were p.assed in Sweden, where, at the
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age of thirteen, he began learning the machinist's

trade, which he followed for some years. Subse-

sequently, he became an engineer on board an

ocean steamer in tlie European waters, sailing as

far north as Hammerfest. He lias been in the

northern regions, where the sun has shone for

months, and visited many ports in those waters.

In 1880, he determined to try his fortune in

America, and sailed for New York. The following

year became to Rockford, where he has since made

his home.

Mr. Forslierg was united in marriage in this city

with Miss Emma Anderson, who was born in

Sweden, October 9, 1858, and came to this country

in 1881. Soon afterwards, she gave her hand in

marriage to our subject, and their union has been

blessed with a family of six children, namely:

Guerda, Gustaf, Fritz, Olga, Mary and Edith, all

of whom are attending school in this city. The

parents attend the Baptist Church, of which Mrs.

Forsberg is a member. On questions of National

importance, Mr. Forsberg votes with the Republi-

can party. He is a public-spirited and progressive

citizen, and one of the iirominent Swedish gentle-

men of Rockford. Following the business of a

machinist, he has won success, which is due entire-

ly to his own efforts, and for it he certainly de-

serves great credit. A man of sterling worth, he

well deserves representation in the history of his

adopted county.

•{•=^="5* J

Vt7 EWIS J. AVING, who resides on section -ici,

11 (^ Rockford Township, AVinnebago Count}-,

j|LA\^ \vag born in Roxbury, Delaware Countj-,

N. Y., on the 9th of December, 1809, and is a son

of Samuel Wing, a native of Fishkill, Dutchess

Count}', N. Y. The grandfather, Elihu AVing, was

also a native of the Empire State and a member

of the Society of Friends. He removed from

Dutcliess County to White Plains, N. Y., in a very

early A^y. He mot his death while assisting in

raising a building.

Samuel AVing w.as quite young when his father

died. He settled in Roxbury after his marriage

and bought a farm where he made his home until

1812, when he removed to Ulster County, N. \.

Subseciucntl}', he returned to Delaware County,

and later removed to Chenango County, wlicic his

death occurred. He married Esther Bennett, who
was born in Fishkill, Dutchess County, X. V., and

was a daughter of Ebenezcr and Elizalielh (Kt'lly)

Bennett. Slie spent her last years with lier daugh-

ter in the town of Hector, N. X.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in the State of his nativity, his boyhood

days being spent in the usual manner of farmer

lads upon the frontier. His mdllior spun and

wove cloth and the children were all dressed in

home-spun clothing. Lewis remained at linnie un-

til about the time of his marriage, which was cele-

brated in 1834, Miss Eleanor Bartle becoming his

wife. She was a native of Chenango County.

N. Y., and died in Boone Count}', 111., in 18.")3.

Mr. AVing was again married, on the 21st of May,

1855, his second union being with Susan llickley,

who was born in Orleans County, A't., and died in

June, 1891, leaving three children: Lewis, Emma
and Katie. By the first marriage were born live

children: Elijah, Mary, George, Alniena and Elea-

nor.

Mr. AVing's first purchase of land consisted of

twenty-live acres in (ireen Township, Chenango

County, N. Y. Upon his marriage, he settled

thereon, making it his home for four years. He

had learned the trade of a miller and followed it

in addition to farming. AVhen he sold out in

Chenango County, he removed to Steuben C'ounty,

of the same State, where he rented a mill and en-

gaged in that business until 1844. That 3'ear

witnessed his emigration to Ohio, where he resided

in Ashtabula Count}' for ten months.

In 1845. Mr. AA'ing came to Illinois, accora|)anied

by his wife and four children, making the journey

with teams. Locating in Belvidere, Boone County,

he there engaged in milling until 1849, when he

removed to Cherry A^alley Township, where he

rented a tract of land for four years. He then

purchased a farm in Flora Townslii[), Boone C< uint}-,

where he engaged in farming until 1862, when he

sold and purchased a farm in Cherry A'alley Town-

ship. Upon that land he resided until 1870, when
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he again sold and bought the farm which is now
his home. It is located on section 20, Rockford

Township, and l>ordei'S on the Rock River. The

well-tilled fields and uianv improvements indicate

the thrift and enterpri.se of the owner, who is re-

garded as one of the successful and progressive

agriculturists of the commuuity as well as a val-

ued citizen. In politics, jMr. Wing was a Whig in

early life and also a stanch Abolitionist, and since

the organization of the Repul)licau party has been

one of its stalwart supi)orters.

The lithographic portrait of Mr. Wing accom-

pianies this sketch.

<if^ DWARD MULF( )R1). This gentleman, who

one of the prominent residents of Rock-

pcrsonally superintends the operation

of his two farms, one of which is in Ogle Couutj-,

and contains two liiuidred and forty-two acres,

while the other includes a (inarter-seetion in Boone

County.

The original of this sketch was born in (Uiilford

Townshif), Winnebago County, March 31, 1814,

and is the son of William Mulford, a native of

Long Island. From a genealogical chart of the

IMulfoid family, which was published by William

Kemsen Mulford, of New York City, who was a

meml)er of the New York Genealogical and His-

torical Sijciety, we extract the following informa-

tion in regard to tlie earl}' history of the family:

The first ancestor of our subject in America was

John Mulford, who was born in England, and on

emigrating to this couiitry was accompanied by his

brother William, they making their home in Con-

necticut, .lohn's name appears many times in the

Minutes ^)f the Council of Connecticut. lie re-

moved from that State to Southampton, L. I.,

previous to 161.3. The next in line was his son,

Cai)t. Samuel Mulford, who was a town officer in

Southampton at a very early age, and was Cap-

tain in till- Colonial milititi. He went to England

in 17 10 and appeared before a committee of the

House of Lords, and by his pleading, the duty on

whale oil was removed. lie was a member of the

Provisional Assembly. The next in line was his

son, Capt. Mathew Mulford, who was a land-owner

in Southampton and also a Cajitain in the Col-

onial militia. Following him was Col. David Mul-

ford, also a native of Southampton and a Colo-

nel in active service in the Revolutionary War.

The next in line was Mathew Mulford, the grand-

father of our subject. He was born in South-

ampton and removed to Rensselaer County, N.Y.,

in 1800, where he was one of the early pioneers.

He secured a tract of land which he improved and

resided upon until his death, on the 24th of March,

1845. The maiden name of his wife was Mary
Hutchinson; she departed this life July 31, 1834.

Mr. Mathew Mulford served in the War of 1812

and was a pensioner of the Government during his

last years.

The father of our subject was reared to agricul-

tural pursuits in his native State, where he resided

until 1835, at which time he came to Illinois, being

one of the early settlers of Winnebago County.

There were but one or two houses where Rockford

now stands, and at that early day the land surveys

were not 5'et completed. Wolves, deer, bears and

other wild animals were numerous and Indians

often proved troublesome. Mr. Mulford made a

claim to a tract of Government land in what is

now Guilford Township, where he erected a log

cabin, covering it with poles, on which he strewed

hay. Being single he kept "Iwtch" for a time, and

in that humble abode commenced housekeeping

after his marriage. He continued to reside there

until his death, March 2, 1862.

The maiden name of the motlier of our subject

was Lucy Stewart. She was born in Orleans County,

N. Y., and was the daughter of Nathan and Lydia

(Young) Stewart. The children born of her union

with Mr. Mulford were named respectively Eli H.,

Edward, John II., William D., Charles L., Mary E.

and Ida A'iola. Edward Mulford, of this sketch,

was reared on the home farm and attended the

pioneer school in Cherry Valley Township. The

first schoolhouse was built of brick, with seats made

of slabs placed on wooden pins for legs. In his

early youth, he remembers that there were no rail-

roads in this locality and Chicago was the nearest

market and depot of supplies.

The original of this sketch remained with his
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parents until the outbreak of the Civil War, when,

in June, 1862, he enlisted in Companj' A, Sixty-

seventh Illinois Infantry, serving his country

bravely and honorably for three months, at the end

of which time lie was discharged on account of

disability resulting from a sunstroke. Later, lie

located at Cherry Valley, where he engaged in the

drug business and also in buying and shipping

grain, continuing thus actively engaged for about

ten years. In 1882, he came to Rockford, where

he has since resided.- He has always maintained an

interest in agricultural pursuits and now owns a

farm of two hundred and fortj'-two acres iu Ogle

Count}' and one of one hundred and sixty acres

in Boone County, and gives his personal attention

to the supervision of both.

October 22, 1867, Edward Mulford was united

in marriage with .Sophronia Johnson, who was born

in Cherry Valley, Winnebago County, November

22, 1844. To them have been born two children,

Mary Edna and William B. In his political views,

our subject votes with the Republican party, and,

being a Grand Army man, is a member of Nevius

Post No. 1.

Peter B. Johnson, the father of Mrs. Jlulford,

was born in Sturbridge, Worcester County, Mass.,

where his father, James Johnson, as far as is known,

was also born. The latter-named gentleman was a

farmer and passed his last days in Sturbridge. The

grandmother of Mrs. Mulford was the daughter of

Peter Belknap. .She died on the home farm in

Sturbridge. The father of our subject's wife was

a tanner by trade, which occupation he did not

follow, however, being engaged in the manufacture

of boots and shoes at Sturbridge. In 1837, he em-

igrated to Illinois and located in what is now
Cherry Valley Township, this countj^, where his

twin brother, James B., had previously located.

There he entered a tract of land from the Govern-

ment, three miles south of the village, and erected

a log house in which the two families made their

home for a time. Mr. Johnson then erected a brick

residence, in which the two families again took up

their abode and here Mr. Johnson improved a

farm and resided until 1856. At that date, he sold

his property and removed to Rockford, where he

made his home a few months and then located on

another farm which he owned in Cherry Valley

Township, and there passed the iciii:uii(lci- of his

life. His wife was Miss Sophioiii;i Lamb, wlio wn.s

born iu Sturliridgo, Mass*., and was a daughter of

Luther and Laviiiia (Willard) I.aml). Siie died on

the home farm in LSI 1. The fatiier of Mrs. Mul-

ford served as Assessor of Clieiry \'alley Towuship

iand also held the responsiljle position of Sheriff of

Winnebago County.

\t? OSEril C. TRUMAN is one of those farmers

whose places, by virtue of their well-tilled

acres, their neat buildings and general ap-

pearance of prosperity, proclaim them to lae

men who are ambitious to reach for a higher state

of perfection. His home is located on section 26,

Rockton Township, Winnebago County, wliere he

is engaged in mixed farming.

He of whom we write was born November 2.5,

1828, in Jefferson County, N. Y., and is a son of

Joseph Truman, who departed this life November

27, 1829, when thirty-one years of age, leaving a

widow and a son, our subject. His wife was prior

to her marriage Miss Fannie Fitch and had her

birtli in Tolland County, Conn. She is the daugh-

ter of Converse and Aruma (Grant) Fitch, who were

farmers and lived and died in the Nutmeg State

at the respective ages of seventy-eight and eight}--

six years. They were the parents of the following

sons and daughters: William, Russell, Orsan, Hal-

sey, Augusta C, Warren, Ilial, Nathan, Fannie and

Lorina, the only one living, and who is now Mrs.

Nelson W. Northrop, of Ellicottsville, N. Y. When
about ten or twelve years of age, Mr. Truman of

this sketch went to live with one Joseph Clark, a

farmer and silk manufacturer. After being in his

employ until seventeen years of age, he struck out

for himself and worked as a woolen manufacturer

in Massachusetts and Connecticut for nine yeais,

where he was boss weaver or, more properly sjieak-

ing, foreman of his department.

Joseph C. Truman and Miss IMary A. llollister,

who was born September 28, 1832, were united in

marriage in 1851. Three years later, the young

couple came West to Rockton, where our subject
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was engaged in the pajKT mill. Two years there-

after, the firm sold out nnd our subject then pur-

chased eighty acres of land, for which he paid $25

per acre and whicli is his i)rcsont abiding-place, lie

built thereon a house, 24x28 feet in dimensions,

and in 1871 erected his firesent commodious barn,

35x.'')U feet. He has since added other land to his

estate and is more than ordinarily successful in

cultivating the soil.

To Mr. and Mrs. Truman have been born four

sons and one daughter, the first-born of whom
died when an infant. The other members of the

family are Burdett C, a farmer in this township,wlio

married Rhoda A. AVeed, of Lanark, and has five

sous; Lissie M., now Mrs. Edwin S. Gleasman, re-

sides in Owen Townshij); Arthur died in 1856

when nine months old, and Fred C'., who died, aged

eighteen j'cars, in September, 1890. Although

brought up among Democratic friends, our subject

has only voted for one candidate of that i)er-

suasion—Franklin Pierce; he now casts a Republi-

can vote and has for eleven years been Assessor of

liis township and School Director and Clerk of the

School Board for twenty-one years. AVitli his wife,

he is a conscientious member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church at Rockton.

fcllOMAS HALL is numbered among the early

rifcsv settlers of Winnebago Count}', where he has

^S^ made his home for over a quarter of a cen-

tury. He is now living a retired life at No. 1504

Charles Street, Rockford. Of English birth, lie was

born in Shropshire in 1828, and was a son of

Richard and Sarah (Forgham) Hall, also natives of

that county, where they sptent their entire lives.

The father b\' occupation was a farmer, and fol-

lowed that business throughout his entire life. He
died at the age of seventy and his wife passed

away in her sixty-sixth yeai. Both were members of

the Methodist Church. In their family were seven

sons and three daughters, and all the daughters

and four sons reside in England. William and

James died in that land, and another brother, .Toll n,

who came to this country, enlisted in Comi)aiiv H,

One Hundred and Nineteenth New York Infantry,

under Capt. Stevens, went to the front and partic-

ipated in many engagements. He finally took sick,

and died in the hospital at Fortress Monroe, thus

giving his life in <lefense of his adopted country.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, our subject

spent the days of his boyhood and youth, and at-

tained his majority' in his native count}'. At length,

he bade good-bye to his old home, and, board-

ing the "Martha Jane Ward," sailed from Liverpool

to New York, where he arrived four weeks later.

He went to Westmoreland, Oneida County, N. Y.,

and in the foundries of that place learned the

molder's trade. While in Westmoreland, he led

to the marriage altar Miss Elizabeth Hargraves,

a native of Lancashire, England, who, when a

maiden of fifteen summers, came to the United

States with her father, James Hargraves, and her

brothers. Her mother had died in England. The

family located in Westmoreland, where Mr. Har-

graves resided for some years, and then removed

to Rondout, N. Y., where he died at the age of

fifty-seven j'ears. His wife was forty-nine years of

age when her death occurred. They were both

members of the Church of P^ngland, and were de-

scended from old English families. Mrs. Hall has

one brother living, James Hargraves, who is Super-

intendent of the Wiltwick Seminary, of Kingston,

N. Y. He is married, but has no family.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hall have been born six chil-

dren: Mar}', wife of Charles Cary, an emiiloye of

the Northwestern Railroad Company, residing in

Rockford; William, who, with his father, operates

the dairy and fruit farm in Guilford Township,

married Amelia Kauffmau; James wedded Grace

Craill and they reside in Rockford, where he is

engaged in clerical work with the Rockford Insur-

ance Company; Ilattie, Edith and Nellie at home.

Edith, who was educated in the Business College

of Rockford, is now employed iu Mr. Little's

abstract office in this city.

Mr. and Mrs. Hall are members of the Centennial

Methodist Episcopal Church, and in social circles

they rank liigh. On coming to Rockford, he began

business as a molder with the firm of Clark & Utter,

and .afterwards was in the employ of N. C. Thomp-

son. He w.as industrious and enterprising, attending
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carefully to the details of business, so that he won

considerable pro|)ert3', and, having made i)rofital)le

investments, is now enjoying a comfortable com-

petence. He is practically living retired, but owns

a well-improved farm of ninety-five acres in Guil-

ford Township, where is carried on the dairy busi-

ness, and vegetables and fruits are also raised for

the city market. The farm is in charge of his son

William.

^OHN D. W. RAY, of Belvidere, claims New
York as the State of his nativity. He was

born in Fallsburgh, Sullivan County, Jul}'

30, 1855, and is of English descent. His

great-grandfather, Stephen Ray, was probably a

native of England and the founder of the family

in America. The grandfather was born in Dutchess

Countv, N. Y., and married Accy Crane, a native

of Litchfield County, Conn. Removing to Sulli-

van County, he became one of the earliest settlers

of Thompson Township, where both he and his

wife died iu the month of March, 1812.

Miles S. Ray, father of our subject, was born in

Amenia, Dutchess County, and was only seven

years old when his parents died. He found a

home with a farmer residing in Monticello, Sulli-

van Countj', with whom he resided until he was

twenty years of age, when he began to learn the

carpenter's trade. He followed that occupation

for ten years, and then, purchasing land in the

town of Fallsburgh, engaged in farming until his

emigration to Illinois in 1856. He settled in

Flora Township, Boone County, and there made

his home until 186 1, since which time he has been

a resident of Belvidere. Although he has now
reached the advanced age of eighty-six years, he

is enjoying good health and his mental faculties

are still unimpaired. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Ellen E. Hardenbergh. died in Bel-

videre in 1873. She was born in Sullivan County,

Jv. Y., in 1812, and was a daughter of Thomas R.

and Rachel (Be Vere) Hardenbergh. Her grand-

father. Rev. Johannus Hardenbergh, was a native

of Holland, and a minister of the Dutch Reformed

Church.

37

Mr. Ra}' of this sketch has been a resident of

Illinois since his third year. He acquired his early

education in the schools of Flora Township and

supi)lemented his common-school studies Ij}' a

course in the State University at Champaign. He
then started out iu life for himself, and, going to

Chicago, was employed in various kinds of work

for about five years. He then returned to Belvi-

dere, where he has made his home almost continu-

ously since, and for the past few years has devoted

his time to looking after his private interests.

Our subject has been twice married. He wedded

Carrie E. Roberts, a native of De Kalb Count}-,

111., and a daughter of Alanson and Mar}- Roberts.

She died in December, 1886. In .July, 1887, Mary
Lewis became the wife of Mr. Ray. She is a na-

tive of Troy Grove. La Salle County, and a daugh-

ter of Joseph and Jennie (Wallace) Lewis. Two
children were born of the first union, Thomas
Floyd and Ora Louise.

In politics, Mr. Ray is independent, voting for

the man regardless of party afliliations. Socially,

he is a member of Belvidere Lodge, No. 289 K. of P.

His wife holds membership with the Baptist Church.

They are people of sterling worth, whose many

friends throughout the community hold them in

high esteem for their excellencies of character.

The portrait of Mr. Ray accomiianics this sketch

of his life.

W?ACOB LIGGET. This gentleman's early

identity' with the farming and stock-growing

interests of this part of Illinois entitles him

to representation in this Biookapfhcal Rec-

ord as a pioneer of Winnebago County. He is

also what may be termed a self-made man, as he

came to the count}' poor in this world's goods but

has by persistent industry and good judgment

acquired a competence which has enabled him to

retire from active life.

He of whom we write was born in Chester

County,Pa., August 26, 1823, and is at the present

time residing in the village of AVinnebago. His

father, Samuel Ligget, was also born in the Key-

stone State, and was reared and learned the trade
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of a wagonmaker and millwright in Chester Coun-

tj', lie followed those trades during his entire

life, spending his last years in Pottstown, Berks

C.iiuity. Our suliject's mother bore the name of

P>Mil):u;i Slurrett. also :i native of the same eonnty

as was her husliand. and the daughter of William

Starrett, who, as f;ir as is known, haili'd from

Chester County.

The maternal grandfather of our subject was a

soldier in the Revolutionary War, and departed

this life in Chester County, Pa. His daughter, the

mother of our subject, reared a family of seven

children, and died in Berks County; Jacob of this

sketch grew up on the home farm and lived with

his parents until fifteen years of age, when he be-

gan to care for himself, his first work being on

farms in the neighborhood. After his marriage, he

rented land in Chester County for five years, and

in 1854 emigrated to Winnebago County, having

visited the section the year previous and purchased

one hundred acres of land, eighty acres of which

were prairie and twenty timber; forty acres of the

former were broken, but did not boast of any

buildings. Mr. Ligget at once erected a comforta-

ble house on the new farm, into which the family

moved and resided for twenty-eight years. At

the end of that time, he rented the place and, as

before stated, is now residing in Winnebago. His

landed estate now comprises two hundred and two

acres of excellent land, the rental of which brings

him in a handsome income.

The lad}' to whom our subject was united in

marriage March 27, isi'j, was born in Lancaster

County, Pa., January 15, 1823, and Ijore the name
of Ann, daughter of James Ayres. Her father

was also a native of the above-named count\', where

also his father, Jacob, as far as is known, was born.

The latter-named gentleman was employed in the

iron works of that county, where his decease oc-

curred. The father of Mrs. Ligget married Nancy
Morrow, who was born and died in Lancaster

County.

The following are the seven children born to our

subject and his wife: Mary J. married Bryou Briggs;

Henry B. married Martha E. Bunn, and is the father

of four children: Willie. Lillian. Anna, and an in-

fant unnamed; Ann A. is Mrs. Edward II. Warner.

and her three children are Nellie, Myrtle and Blanch.

Clara E. married G. W. Bunn, and is the mother of

three sons: Albert J., Henry F. and Lee J.; Clinton

T. took to wife Alice Mack, and is the father of four

children: Howard C., Alma A., Cora A. and Ethel

M.; Ida L. is ]Mrs. Millard IloUenbeck, and has

one son, Henry J.; Ella F. is the wife of Charles

McManners, and has two children: Alta L. and

Olive Hazel. Mr. and jNIrs. Ligget are members in

good standing of the Presbyterian Churcli and are

numbered among the well-to-do and honored citi-

zens of the countv.

I^^IN-t^i^^l

^j|^,ETER J. OBER(i, a live business man en-

Jl! gaged with the Rockford Manufacturing

•^ Company, has made his home in this city

I \ since 1868, and for a number of years has

resided at No. 708 First Avenue. He is a gentleman

of energetic and accomplished business habits, and

prompt and reliable in all transactions.

Like the majority of the residents of Rockford,

INIr. Oberg claims Sweden as his native land, and

was born in Smoland Province, that country, on

the 4th of December, 1830. Three years later, his

father, Andrew S. Oberg, died, when about forty

years of age. The latter was a soldier in the regu-

lar army in his native country, Sweden. In 1846,

the mother was struck by lightning and instantly

killed. She was about forty-flve years of age.

Our subject was married in his native country

to Mrs. Inga S. Jacobson, who was born and reared

in the same province as her husband. Her father

died there when forty-nine years of age. He was

a farmer all his life. His wife is yet living at her

oldhome in Sweden,and, although ninety-five years

of age, is comparatively smart and active. She is

a member of the Lutheran Church, and her husband

held membership in the same. The}' were the

parents of but one child, Mrs. Oberg.

In the spring of 1868, our subject came to Amer-

ica and was followed by his wife and two children

in the fall of that year. He immediately located

in Rockford and, with the exception of one year

spent in the So\ith, he has been a resident of

this city since. For some time after locating here,
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lie was with the John V. Manncj- Jlainifacturing

C'ompau}', and ran the emery wlieel for that corpo-

ration for nineteen years. He still follows that

liiisiness.

To his marriage have been born ten children, five

now deceased: Carl A. died when five years of age;

Matina C, at the age of fourteen mouths; Rug W.,

when eleven months old; Bada M., when three

mouths old, and an infant unnamed. Those living

are Anna G., wife of John II. Larson, a farmer of

Clierrj' Valley Township; John A., now of the firm

of Oberg A Kahkar, leading tonsorial artists, is doing

a successful business at No. 401 East State Street.

He began for himself at the age of eighteen, and

later associated himself with his present partner,

Mr. Rahkar. He is a stockholder in the Kockford

Manufacturing Company, also the Rockford Laud

Corapau}', doing business in Chicago, and iu the

Rockford Building and Loan Association. He is

chairman of the musical committee in the Christian

Union Church, which position he has held for -two

years, and he is a member of that church. So-

ciall3-, he is a member of Genevieve Lodge, No.

'27-1, K. of P., and is Past Chancellor. He was

a charter member of the lodge, and one of its first

otlicers. He is a social, pleasant young man, ranks

well in social and musical circles, and has many
friends. Following this son are Olivia M., wife of

Gus. J. Johnson, a tonsorial artist of Rockford;

Frank A. and Charles G. W., at home. The parents

of these children are members of the Emanuel

Church.

,
R. JOHN W. THOMAS, a pliysician and

surgeon of Rockford, was born in Waii-

f^^f^' kesha County, Wis., in 18.57. The family

was founded in this country by Capt.

Whitemore Thomas, a sea-captain, who emigrated

from his home in Wales to America about 1700.

William Thomas, the great-grandfather of our sub-

ject, lived and died in Vermont. His son John,

the grandfather of the Doctor, was a mechanic and
farmer and married a Vermont lad}'. Miss Augusta
S|)aulding, who traced her ancestry back to the

Pilgrim Fathers. On emigrating Westward aliout

1842, the}' became residents of Waukesha C'ountw

Wis., locating on land in N'ernon Township, wliich

the}' obtained from the Ciovernment. There Mi-.

Thom.as and his wife spent their remaining days,

the former dying at the age of three-score years,

and the latter when about eighty years of age.

They were well-known pioneers of that county

and highly-respected people.

Edwin B. Thomas, father of our subject, w.as the

only son and the fourth child in a family of live

children, all liut one of whom are 3et living, are

married and have families. He was about fifteen

3ears of age when he located in Wisconsin, and in

Waukesha County attained his majority. He li.as

since then engaged in farming and stock-raising,

making aspeciali}' o' draft and road horses, Cleve-

land Bays, Eluglish Shire and Percheron. His cattle

are thoroughbred Red Polled. He is also exten-

sively' engaged in market gardening and owns two
large greenhouses. His home, called the "Ever-

green Stock Farm," is well known throughout that

part of the State, and Mr. Thomas is a prominent

and very successful farmer He was married in

Vei-non Township, Waukesha County, to Cornelia

Munger, a native of Indiana, who in childhood

went to Wisconsin with her parents. Gains and

Celia (Smith) Munger, who settled in Vernon

Township upon a new farm which the}- developed

and improved. The death of the mother occurred

there, but the father died at the home of his

daughter, Mrs. Tliomas, a few years previous.

Both had passed the age of eight}' years.

Dr. Thomas was reared in Waukesha County
and began his literary education in Rochester Sem-

inary, in Racine County, Wis. In 1875, he entered

the scientific department of the University of

AViscon-in at Madison, and was graduated in the

Class of "79. He was a hard student and always

at the head of his class. Then for ten years he en-

gaged in milling as a practical business man.

Subsequently, he took a term of lectures in Rush

Medical College, of Chicago, after which he en-

tered the Chicago Homeopathic College and was

graduated from that insti'ution in the Class of '91.

There he was also foremost in his classes, w.as Pres-

ident of the class organization and was President
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of the Ilahneiuann Society. He commenced prac-

tice in Koekfoid in April, 1891, and although only

11 year has since passed, he has already won recog-

nition as a young man of superior abilitj'.

The Doctor was married, in "Waterford, Racine

Ci unity, Wis., to Miss Luella Eccles, who was born

in that county and educated at Rochester Semin-

ary and the University of Wisconsin. Iler father,

Andrew Eccles, is now deceased, but her mother,

whose maiden name was P]lizabeth Earnshaw,

makes her home with Mrs. Thomas. The Doctor

and his wife have an interesting family of four

children: Ko}- E., Harold p]., 15essie C. and Marjorie.

The parents are both members of the Second Con-

gregational Church. The Doctor was formerly a

Republican in politics but is now a Prohibitionist.

His studies have well fitted him for the work he

has undertaken, and his skill and ability will not

be many years in winning him a foremost place

among his professional brethren.

/i^^ APT. C. HOVEY, deceased, was a resident

(l( _ of Capron, Boone County, for a number of

^^^ years, but died in 1857 in California. He
was born November 29, 1821, in New York, and

was the son of Richard C. Hovey, also a native of

the Elmpire State, and a Captain in the militia. The

title of Captain was bestowed upon our suljject in

honor of his father.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hovey went to Ohio from

New York and in an early day came to Illinois.

Tiie mother's maiden name was Abigail Kimball;

she reared a family of thirteen children, live

of whom are sons. The parents farmed in Round
Prairie for many years, where they had purchased

one hundred and sixty acres of land from the

Government. The father died after the war at an

advanced age and the mother followed him to the

better land three 3'ears later, having attained her

three-score years and ten. Two children of the

parental family are residing in California, one in

Iowa and the rest in Illinois.

Miss Lavina, daughter of .lonathan and Jlartha

(Rogers) Webster, w.as united in marriage with

our subject in 18-15, and in 1851 they crossed the

plains to California, where the husband and father

died in 1857. Jlrs. Ilovey's parents were natives

of New York, and reared a family of six daugh-

ters and one son. (_)ne child died in infancy and

one son was drowned at Buffalo. A sister of our

subject's wife, Jlrs. Elizabeth Lambert, makes her

home with Mrs. Hovey, and another sister, Eannie,

is the widow of Rowell Ib.ivey and resides at

Capron.

To our sul.)ject and his wife have been lioi-n two

daughters: Sarah, Mrs. Charles Whitcomb, of Min-

nesota, and Amanda, who married Christopher

Ward, who also lives in that State. The sons-in-law

were both soldiers during the late war, serving a

period of nearly five years, ]Mr. Whitcomb being a

musician in the infantry and Mr. Ward serving

in a cavalry regiment. ;\lrs. Hovey had a son

George, who volunteered when seventeen years of

age, becoming a member of Company 1, Thirty-

seventh Illinois Infantry, and died of congestive

chills in Arkansas, where he lies buried.

Mrs. Elizabeth Lambert, as before stated, resides

with Mrs. Hovey, and is the widow of James B.

Lambert, who died on Round Prairie, April 8, 1875,

leaving three sons. One son, Morris, died March

4, 1892, leaving a wife and three children, and

Mar}' Jane departed this life when twenty- three

years of age. Melville resides in INIinnesota; and

John W. resides in Illinois.

if/ ENRY A. WEBl'.ER. He whose name

if W ^"lorns this page is a worthy representative

/4\^^ of an honorable and ingenious English fam-

ily) ily. The same traits which made his fa-

ther and brothers successful in the various inter-

ests in which they were engaged is discovered in

our subject in an augmented degree. He is resid-

ing at the present time in the city of Rockton and

is the manufacturer of the Webber Combination

Angle Sieve, whose capacity for separating mixed

grain is from thirty to forty bushels per hour.

He of whom we write was born in Somerset-

shire, England. August 19, 1849, and is a son of

William Webber, whose birth occurred in the same

country in 1807. In the fall of 1849, the latter-
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named gentleman, accompanied by liis wife and

eight children, set sail for American shores. On
reaching this countr^y, he purcliased five farms,

which .aggregated six hundred and forty acres, all

in one body, for which he paid spot cash. Tiie

wife and mother died while on a visit to her son

Herman, when eighty-four years of age. William

Webber departed this life in June, 1889, at the

home of his daughter in AVempletown, this State.

Henry A. Webber of this sketch w.as reared on a

farm, and was given good educational advantages,

.and when twenty years of age left the farm and

in company with his brothers, AVilliam and John,

beg.an manufacturing what was known as the Web-

ber Reapers, of which they were the patentees.

In the course of fifteen 3ears, our subject pur-

chased the interest of his brothers and managed

affairs for himself for some years, since which

time he has been engaged in the m.anufacture of

the combination sieve.

June 26, 1866, Mr. Webber and Mrs. .Sarah A.

Kennedv, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Hend-

erson) Jewett, were united in marriage in Hub-

bard, Ohio. They have made their home since

that time in Rockton, with the exception of four

years, when Jlr. Webber was engaged as a merchant

in Jlendota, this State. For a like time after com-

ing here, he was employed in the factory of John

Spafford, patenting machines.

The wife of our subject w.is born in Trumbull

County, Ohio, in 1841. Her father, who was a na-

tive of the same place, died in 1849, when thirtj--

four years of age, leaving a widow and four chil-

dren. Her union with our subject has been blessed

by the birth of three children, one of whom, Frank-

lin J., died when sis years of age in 1882. Those

living are Mamie E., wife of William Alden, a

farmer in Rockton Township, and Gertie E., who
w.as born in October, 1883. In politics, Mr. Web-
ber is a Republican but is not so rabid, however,

but that he can see good in all men and parties.

His wife is a noble, true-hearted woman, and with

her husband is a member of the Congregational

Church, in which the latter has been Trustee for

eighteen years.

Mr. AVebber is making a success of his gr.ain and
seed separator, his sales amounting to *4,000 per

3'ear and constantly on the increa.se. .Tames N.

Jewett, a brother of Mrs. Webber, was a soldier

during the late war .and met his death, January 2,

1863, at tiie battle of Stone River. Her mother,

who w.as born in Eastern Penns^ivania in May,

1818, is now nearly seventy-four years of .age and

makes lier home with her daughter, Mrs. Webber.

V ^;^^»

/i^ HERRICK SCHOONIMAKER, who is living

|l( retired in the village of Latliam, Winne-

^^:/ bago Count}', owns three hundred .acres of

well-improved land on the east bank of Rock
River, which is operated in a most intelligent

manner by his sons. Our subject was born in

Florida, Montgomeiy County, N. Y., October 4,

1824, where his father, Peter, and his grandfather,

Cherrick, Sr., .as far as is knowu, were born. The
latter-named gentleman w.as of Dutch ancestry,

and carried on farming in Florida until his death.

Peter Schoonm.aker learned and followed the

trades of tanner, currier, and harness-maker, car-

rying on business in Berne, Albanj- County, after

which he lived in different parts of the Empire

State, spending his last }-ears in Knox, Albany

County, his death occurring July 29, 1856. The
maiden name of his second wife was Elizabeth

Schemerhorn, also a native of that State, and the

daughter of Frederick Schemerhorn, who, it is

thought, w.as born in Greene County. When a lad

of sixteen years, the maternal grandfather of our

subject was taken captive by the Indians and held

a prisoner for four 3-ears and four months, when
he was purch.ased by a white man for §40. He
wrote an interesting account of his experience

which he had published in book form.

The mother of our subject died at her home in

the town of Knox. Cherrick was reared to man-

hood in his native State and commenced to earn

his own living as soon as old enough, by working

out on fai ms by the month. He began in business

for himself by working farms on shares, and

finally purchased eighteen acres in the town of

Knox, where he resided until 1857. Two years

previously he had come to Winneb.ago Count}- and
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bought eighty acres of laud in Owen Township,

of which fortj' acres were broken; a log house

constituted the improvements. He paid the sum
of 11,300 for the propert}', and in 1857 took up

his abode in a log cabin in which he resided for

seven j^ears, at the end of which time he erected a

substantial frame luiilding in which the family

made their home until 18(35. Mr. Schoonmaker

then disposed of that property and became the

proprietor of the Anson Owen farm, wliere he

lived until 1883; then selling that, he purchased the

farm which he still owns in Harlem Township.

This he improved with three sets of frame buildings

and after occupj'ing it for two years left it in charge

of his sons and removed to Laphara, where he is

now living retired in a pleasant home.

August 19, 1848, Cliarit3' Deariug, a native of

Wright, Schoharie Conntj', N. Y., became the wife

of our subject. She was born January 5, 1827,

and is a daughter of Frederick Bearing, also a na-

tive of the Empire State, of German parents. The

grandfather of Mrs. Schoonmaker was a pioneer

of Schoharie County, where his last few j'ears

were spent. Iler father, in addition to carrying

on a farm, was engaged in the lumber business, and

passed his entire life in the above-named county.

The maiden name of her mother was Catherine

Hillsey, a native of New York State and of Germ.an

parents.

Our subject and his wife have two children liv-

ing: David, who married Ida Wright, and Fred,

the husband of Minnie Brighton. Catherine, the

second child, died at the age of thirteen years and

two months; Elizabeth, the next in order of birth,

passed away when eleven years and one month of

age.

'JIlOSEPH G. LYFORD, Es,^, formerly the

etlicieut County Treasurer of Winnebago

Count}', residing on section 11, Guilford

Township, first opened his eyes to the light

of day on the 2d of Decemlier, 1839, in Canter-

bury, N. II. His grandfather, Dudlej- Lyford, was

a farmer, and spent his entire life in the Granite

State. The father, Thomas Lyford, was also a na-

tive of New Hampshire, was reared to .agricultural

pursuits, and at the age of eighteen commenced to

learn the trade of a stone-cutter. He married

Eliza Greely, who was born in Gilmanton, N. H.,

and was a daughter of Joseph Greely. Immedi-

ately' after his marri.age, Mr. Lj'ford engaged in

farming in Canterbury, where he resided until

1842, when, with his wife and three children, he

started with teams for Illinois, and, on reaching

Winnebago County, located in Roscoe Township,

among its early settlers. The following spring,

he purchased a farm of his brother-in-law, upon

which was a log house. Into this the familj' re-

moved and began life in the West in true pioneer

st3de. Mr. Lyford died in December, 1859,ont]ie

home farm which is now owned by his son Dud-

ley. His wife survived him some years, and died

in Rockford in June, 1874. Their family num-

bered seven children, as follows: Dudley, Eliza-

beth G., Joseph G., Alice H., Thomas, Augusta A.

and Charles C.

Our subject was only in his third year, when,

with his parents, he came to Illinois, and his recol-

lections are of Winnebago Count}'. He was reared

amid the wild scenes of frontier life, and his early

education was acquired in the common schools, af-

ter which he was a student in the High School of

Roscoe, and in Beloit College, of Beloit, Wis. He
then engaged in teaching for one term, and in

1865 went to Albany, N. Y., entering the Albany

Law School, from which he was graduated in the

Class of '66. He then embarked in the practice of

law in Rockford, and continued to follow that

profession until 1870, when he was appointed

County Treasurer, filling the ofi^ce until the au-

tumn of 1871. Until 1877, he continued to reside

in Rockford, when he rented the farm in Roscoe

Township which was his liome for two .years. He
then bought his present farm, and to its cultiva-

tion has since devoted his energies.

On the 1st of January, 1868, >Ir. Lyford w.as

joined in wedlock to Miss Emily JNI. Brown, a na-

tive of Shirlej', Mass., and a daugliter of Rev.

Hope Brown, who was born in Concord, Mass.,

Febru.ary 16, 1798. He acquired his literary edu-

cation in Amherst College, and for two 3-ears stud-

ied theology in Princeton, after which he was

ordained a minister of the Conarreoatioual Church
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in Shirley, Mass., .June 22, 1830. At tlie same

time he was installed as pastor of that church, but

after fifteen years resigned and removed to Naper-

ville, III., where he had charge of the church from

1845 until 1856. In that year he went to Rock-

ford, and was financial agent for the Rockford Fe-

male Seminary for thirteen years. During the

remainder of his da3's, he lived retired at the home

of his daughter, Mrs. M. S. Hinman, of Beloit. He

passed awa}' in 1883, at the age of eighty-five

years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

Mary P. Fuller, was born in Fitchburg, Mass., and

w.as a daughter of Benjamin Fullei-. She died at

the home of Mrs. Lyford, in August, 1890. This

worthy couple were prominent people, highly re-

spected by all who knew them.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born

two children, Starr and Maj-. The mother is a

member of the First Congregational Church of

Rockford, and a most estimable lad3'. Mr. Lyford

was a Republican in politics for some years, but

has been a Democrat since 1876. He has a wide ac-

quaintance throughout Winnebago Count}', where

almost his entire life h.as been passed, and is recog-

nized as one of its valued citizens.

^.j..5..{..5.^^g;.5..5.4.^.F

OHN SEATON. Many of the most active

and enterprising residents of Shirlaud Town-

^,^1 ship, Winnebago County, are natives of this

'f^f count}' and have here spent the greater part

of their lives. In them we find men of true loy-

alty to the interests of this part of the State, and

who understand, as it were by instinct, the needs,

social and industrial, of this vicinity and have a

thorough knowledge of its resources. They are,

therefore, better adapted to succeed here than a

stranger could and are probably, without exception,

warmly devoted to the prosperity of tlieir native

place.

Mr. Seaton w.as born at his present home in

Shirland Township on the lOtli of April, 1846.

His father, George Seaton, was born in AVestmore-

land, N. Y., in 1803, and liis grandfather, George

Seaton, was a native of Vermont who, with his

wife, Hannah (Wheeling) Seaton, went to New

York at an early day. They reared six thildren,

George Seaton, Jr., being the fourth son and child.

The elder George Seaton was a millwrigiit by trade

and also a miller, rearing his son George Seaton,

.Jr., to the same trade. The latter was married in

Oneida County, on the 28th of April, 1830, to

Bliss Abigail Makinstry, a native of Stafford, Conn.,

born November 29, 1805, and 4,he daughter of

Solomon and .Jerusha (Baldwin) Makinstry, lioth

New Englanders and the father a farmer and
carpenter. Mr. and Mrs. Makinstry reared eleven

children, five sons and six daughters, and died in

the E.ast, the father at the age of eighty-six, and
the mother at the age of seventy-three years.

The parents of our subject left New York in

1838 and with a three-horse team started for tlie

State of Illinois. They were well eijuippcd with

a stove, cooking utensils, bedding, etc., ttc, and
with their four small children were quite comfort-

cable in making the trip. They were several

weeks en route and after reaching their Western
home set up housekeeping in the crude log house

Mr. Seaton had erected on his two hundred acres

the year previous. He paid $1.25 per .acre for his

land and at once set work to clear his farm and
make improvements. He followed agricultural

pursuits all his life and was well known fur his

thrift and enterprise. He died on the 4tii of .Tul}-,

1857, when fifty-four years of age, of lung fever

and quick consumption, and left his widow and

eight living children. Mrs. Seaton is still living

and, although now nearly eighty-seven years of

age, is still quite strong, both mentally and phys-

ically. She has been a hard worker all her life

until within the last nine ye.ars, since which time

her daughter has tiiken the best and tenderest care

of her. She has been a Methodist for sixty years

and expects to pass away triumphant in that faith.

Mr. Seaton was a Republican in politics.

Eight of the ten children born to this worthy

couple lived to be grown, but two, Francis and

Eli,died in early boyhood. The others were

named Leonard C, Julia Ann, Adaline, Del.aui,

Laura, Abbie, John (our subject) and Dorothy,

respectively. Of these there are five living: Leon-

ard C. volunteered in a regiment of Minnesota

cavalry in 1862 and served three years in the
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West, fighting the Indians. His deatli occurred in

Ellensburg, W.isli., October 13, 1890, when nearly

sixty years of age. Julia Ann, who married Steven

Card, died April 19, 1885, when fifty-three 3'ears

of .age, leaving five children; Abbie died in Red-

field, Iowa, in 1887, when forty-three 3'ears of age

John Se.aton, the subject of this sketch, w.as reared

on the farm wheue he now resides and has spent

his whole life in tilling tlie soil. He was married.

May 15, 1883, to Mrs. Alice L. Ryan, me Tambling,

a d.aughter of William H. and Miranda (Small)

Tambling, both natives of New England. Her pa-

rents later moved to Stockholm, St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., and tliere Mrs. Seaton was born on

the lOtli of November, 1843. She came with her

[)arcnts to Wisconsin in 1852. Her mother died

in- Forest, Livingston Countj', 111., in J.anuary,

1877, when sixty-nine 3'ears of age, and the father

passed away at E.agle River, Wis., May 20, 1889,

when eighty years of age. They were the parents

of six children. Mr. Seaton is a member of the

Farmers' Mutual Benevolent Association, and al-

though formerly a Republican in politics, is now
a Prohibitionist. Mrs. Seaton 's first marriage re-

sulted in the birtli of sis children, but only one,

Maggie, is now living. Slie makes her home in

Wisconsin.

ITS^ENSLY KEZAR, an intelligent and higlily

I
))] respected farmer living on section 24, Guil-

^^^ ford Townslii|i, Winnebago_ County, has

been identified with the history of this commu-

nit3' for more than iialf a centur\'. lie has ever

borne his share in the work of development and

upbuilding, h.as been an eye-witness of its progress

and advancement, and well deserves mention

among its honored pioneers.

Mr. Kezar was born in Shirle3', Middlesex County,

Mass., June 22, 1813, and is a son of Moses Kezar,

wlio was born in Grotou, Mass., July 26, 1790.

The great-grandfather of our subject also bore the

name of Moses. lie was born in 1710, and became

an earljr settler of Shirle3', Mass., where he improved

a farm, making it liis liome until liis death. His son

Jonathan was born January 9, 1750, was reared to

agricultural pursuits, and died in Shirle3' in 1829.

His wife bore the maiden name of Abigail Stowe.

Moses Kezar, Jr., learned the trade of a carpen-

ter and joiner, which he followed in Shirley, Mass.,

throughout his entire life. His death occurred in

July, 1825. He married Celinda Page, who was

born in Shirley, and who was a daughter of Jonas

and Lucy (Iloldcn) Page. Her mother died Feb-

ruary 10, 1841. Tiie fatlier was an agriculturist,

and spent his entire life in Sliirley, passing away

on the 26th of January, 1S22. He was a descend-

ant of John Page, who came from Durliam, Eng-

land, to America in 1630. The mother of our sub-

ject survived her husband some years, and was

called to her final rest while living in Groton,

Mass. Their famil3' numbered five children: Ben.s-

ly, Charles, Walter, Elvira and Maria S.

Our suliject went to Groton when a lad of six-

teen 3'ears, and began learning the trade of a Iiat-

ter, solving as an apprentice until he reached his

majorit3'. He then followed the business on his

own account until 1836, when he decided to try

his fortune in the Far West, and started for Illi-

nois, making the journe3' via the Erie Canal and

the Great Lakes to Detroit, and by team the re-

maining distance. He located in what was then

Winnebago Count3', but is now a part of Boone

County. At that time Chicago was a mere vil-

l.age, and the greater part of the land in this vi-

cinity' was not yet surve3'ed. Deer and other kinds

of wild game roamed over the prairie at will, the

settlers were few, and many of the towns had not

3'et sprung into existence. Mr. Kezar made a

claim about a mile east of Cherry Valle3', upon

which he erected a log cabin covered with shakes,

but soon afterwards sold to Willi.am Fitch and

Henry Lawrence. Our subject then turned ids

attention to milling, being connected with the

first gristmill in either Winnebago or Boone Coun-

ties. It was located in Newburg, and he continued

to engage in its operation until 1850, when he

purchased land in the town of Flora and engaged

in farming. In 1855, he sold and bought a farm

in Guiford Township, his present home.

On the 5th of Januar3', 1844, Mr. Kezar married

Catherine Bartle.a native of the Empire State, .and
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a daiigliter of .Tolm and Rose Bartle. Iler death

occurred April 'J, IS If), and he was again married,

his second union being with Mrs. Amanda M.

(Wilder) Ilolcomb. She was born in New York,

and was a daughter of Orin Wilder. Slie became

tlie wife of our subject January 30, 1849, and was

called to her final rest June 23, 1886, leaving five

children: Jerome M., Ilosea !>., Charles F., Walter

P. and Helen A. The last-named is the wife of

Fred H. Chamlterlaiu.

In religious belief, Mr. Kezar is a Universalist.

He is a well-informed man and a [)ul)lic-spirited

and progressive citizen. To the iiioneers we owe

a debt of gratitude for what they have done for

the County, and among them our subject deserves

honurnble mention.

-^^^f mm.m E^^^^^

NUUEW OLSON, foi-eman of the Forest

City Furniture Company, has for some

!i> years been identified with the business in-

_ terests of Rockford, where he has made his

liome since 1862. He came to the United States

from Sweden, his native land. He was born in

1851, and with his parents crossed the Atlantic to

this country. Mis father, L. O. Johnson, is still

living at the age of seventy-three years, and makes

his home in Rockford. His wife died in this city

in 1889, at the age of sixty-two j'ears. Mr. John-

son is a member of the First Lutheran Church, to

which the mother of our subject also belonged.

Under the parental roof Andrew Olson remained

until after he had attained his majority. lie

learned the trade of a cabinet-finisher in his native

land, and it has since been his life work. lie is an

experienced and expert workman, and well capa-

ble of filling the responsible position which he has

held since 1875, a period of seventeen consecutive

years. He is ever watchful over the interests of his

company, attends carefully to every detail of busi-

ness, and has the entire confidence and respect of

his employers.

At Rockford, in 1876, Mr. Olson led to the mar-

riage altar Miss Christina Iledland, who was born

in Sweden in 1858, and came with her parents to

the United States, the family locating in Rockford,

wiiere the death of her father occurred. His wife

is still living at an advanced age. They were both

members of the First Lutiieran Ciiurch of this city.

With tliat congregation our siil)jectand liisestim.a-

ble wife also hold memliership.

In politics, Mr. Olson is a suiipoitor of Repub-

lican principles, and while he feels an interest in

political affairs, has never sought or desired oflicial

preferment for himself. He is public-spirited and

(irogressive, manifesting a commendable interest

in all tliat pertains to the welfare of the commu-
nity, its growth and its upbuilding. Mr. and Mrs.

Olson rank high in the circles of society in which

they move, and have a commodious and fine home
at No. 1202. Seventh Street, which is the aliode of

hospitality. I'nto this worthy coujile were born

five children, four of whom are yet living, two

sons and two daughters: Edward 11., (ieorge II.,

Edna K. and Delia R. I>y his own efforts, Mr.

Olson has worked his way upward, and has now a

comfortable competence.

In connection herewith may be found the litho-

graphic portrait of ^Mr. Olson.

UGUSTUS DEATLLO HALE, an enterpris-

ing farmer residing on section 6, Bonus
(4* Township, is a representative of one of

the honored pioneer families of Boone

Count}'. His father and grandfather, both of

wliom bore the name of Oliver Hale, were natives

of Tompkins, Delaware Count}-, N. Y., where the

great-grandfather, a native of New Hami)shire,

had settled in an early da}'. The grandfather

served in the Commissary Department during the

Revolutionary War. He was a farmer and spent

his entire life in the town of Tompkins. Un-

der the parental roof, Oliver Hale, Jr., was reared

to manhood, and engaged in agricultural pursuits

and stockraising. It was before the days of rail-

roads, and he drove his stock to market in Phila-

delphia and New York.

In 1836, with his wife and three children, he

came to Illinois, making his first location in Ot-

tawa, whence lie came to Boone County with ox-

teams. At that time the land was all owned by
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the Government, and had not yet been surveyed.

There were four log cabins where Belvidero now
stands, and no other buildings were in sight, and

the nearest settler north was thirty-one miles dis-

tant. Deer and other kinds of wild game were seen

in abundance. Blr. Hale purch.ased a tract of Gov-

ernment land f>>ur miles northeast of Belvidere,

and their first home w.as a double log cabin, cov-

ered with shakes. The floor was made of punch-

eons, and the chimney of clay and sticks. They

bore all the experiences and hardships of pioneer

life, had to go eight}- miles to mill and market, and

in consequence were forced to live mostly off the

products of their farm. Mr. Hale engaged in

the cultivation of his land for many years, and

then removed to Belvidere, where he spent eight

years, after which he returned to the home farm,

where the remainder of his daj's were passed, his

death occurring in December, 1885. His wife was

in her maidenhood Miss Susan J5radt. She was

born in Chenango Count}', N. Y., and was a daugh-

ter of Augustus and Anna (Evans) Bradt, the

former a native of Holland. Her death occurred

in 18711. She was the mother of seven children,

two of whom are j'et living, Augustus and Cath-

erine ]\I.

Our subject was born in Tompkins, Delaware

County, N. Y., .June 22, 1831, and was only five

years of age when he came with his parents to Illi-

nois. He li.as witnessed the entire growth and de-

velopment of Boone Count}'. His education was

acquired in the pioneer schools. The first one

taught in the township w^here he resided was held

in the shade of a burr oak tree, and later in a log

building, where the seats were made of slabs setup

on wooden pins, while a writing desk was formed

of a board laid on long pins which h.ad been driven

into the wall. Mr. Hale was early inured to the

arduous task of developing a farm from the wild

land, .and has never left the old homestead, the

title of which his father secured from the Govern-

ment. The farm now comprises two hundred and

forty acres of highly improved land, and the rich

and fertile fields yield him a golden tribute in re-

turn for his care and cidtivation.

thi the 13th of December, 185,5, Mv. Hale w.as

joined m wedlock with JMary IIuU, who was born

in Putnam County, N. Y., .and w.as a daughter of

Walter B. and Miirtha (Hill) Hull. Unto them

were born six children: Abigail Adelia, Addie C,
John P., Frank D., Meeker O. B. and Fred N. The

mother was called to her final rest on the 1st of

April, 1889, .and her death was deeply regretted

by a Large circle of friends and .acquaintances. Mr.

Hale is a Republican in politics, having been one

of its stalwart supporters since the organization of

the party. Few have longer resided in this com-

munity than our subject, who for more than half

a century has resided upon the farm which is yet

his home. As an honored pioneer he well deserves

representation in this volume, and it is with pleas-

ure that we record his sketch.

W AMES F. RAMSEY. The results of indus-

try and unflagging perseverance are shown

in the life of the above-named gentleman,

who owns, and is living retired upon, a

good estate in Caledonia Townshijj, Boone County.

A brief outline of the labors in which Mr. Ramsey

has been engaged, will be of interest to our read-

ers. He was born in Ohio, in 1823, and is the son

of .James Ramsey, who came from Scotland when

a young man, .and immediately located in Ohio,

where he was married to Hannah Rich.ardson, and

moved to and settled in Boone County, 111., in 1838.

The parental family of our subject included ten

children, all of whom lived to mature years, and

of whom four sons and two daughters are still liv-

ing. Three of tlie brothers of our subject were

volunteer soldiers in the late war, two of them

serving during the entire struggle. The father de-

p.arted this life in Manchester, and his good wife,

who survived him m.any years, died June 18,

1889, .at the advanced .age of eighty-nine years.

The original of this sketch was married in 1849,

in Ohio, to Abigail Watts, who was born in that

State in 1829. Her ])arents, James .and Anna Watts,

died when Mrs. Ramsey was .an inf.ant. By her

union with our subject, five children have been

born, namely: Cieorge, who m.arried Mary Clem-

ent, of Wisconsin, is station agent at Jackson

Junction, and has one son and one daughter;
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Edwin, who maiTied Ella Barmore, of Manchester

Townshij), lost his wife in February, 1891, after

having become the father of three children: Stella,

Nettie and Leah; Charles, who is station agent

at Babcock, AVis., married IMaud Henderson, and

has had born to him one son, Guj', and a daughter,

Grace; Bina, now Mrs. .lohn Elliott, of Morgan

Park, 111., is preparing for tiie Bai)tist ministr}-;

Carrie married John Howell, of Capron, who is

the foreman of the creamerj'.

Mr. and Blrs. Ramsey started in life empty-handed

and, being blessed with health, by industry and good

judgment have accumulated a handsome property,

and are the possessors of a quarter-section of land,

under good cultivation, in Flo3'd County, Iowa;

one hundred and ten acres in Caledonia Township,

this county, and also a pleasant two-story house

and one acre of ground in Clinton, Wis. They

are members in good standing of the Congrega-

tional Church, and our subject, in politics, is an

unswerving Reiniblican.

-mt

\i|SAIAH J. SHELDEN. No location on the

Ij]
continent excels that of Northern Illinois for

It, the encouragement offered to agriculturists in

supplying the means for their success. "With a de-

lightful climate, fertile soil and every facilitj- for

trans[)ortatiou, it is not strange that the farming

population has increased with a rapidit3' seldom

witnessed elsewhere, and that examples of success

are very numerous.

Among the farmers who have become prosperous

through industry and energy, may be mentioned

the gentleman whose name introduces these para-

graphs, and whose position is among the most in-

fluential agriculturists of Seward Township, Win-

nebago County. He was born in Granger, Medina

Count}'. Ohio, October 17, 1829, and is the son of

David and Anna Shelden, of whom further men-

tion is made in the sketch of G. G. Shelden, pre-

sented on another page.

In the 3'outh of our subject, the biographical

writer finds little of especial importance to chron-

icle, his time being devoted to the usual routine of

school studies and farm labor. He was married

May 19, 1853, in Granger, Ohio, to Miss Orenda

Phelps, who was born October 1, 1831, in the town

of Kent, Portage County, Ohio. Her parents were

Silas and Clarinda (Williams) Phelps, tlie father

being a native of Connecticut, and the son of .lo-

siah and Roxina Phelps, natives of New England,

and descended from English forefathers. iNlrs.

Shelden is one of ten children, of whom six arc

now living (1892). Two brothers were in the

war, Silas in the Forty-fifth, and Will in the Sev-

enty-fourth Illinois Infantry.

The record of the children of our subject and

his estimable wife is as follows: Silas .1., born

INIarch 2, 1855, is married to Laviua Everette, and

has one child, Ciiarles .Lay; Elnora died October

18, 1859, aged nine months; William D., born July

29, 1860, married INIiss I/illieStockburger, a school

teacher, has one child, Verna May, ami lives

in Seward; Charles I., born November 5, 18G3,

married Miss Watie Everette, a school teacher, and

has one child, Clare Isaiah; Mattie O., born Ajiril

20, 1867, is the wife of Hunter Marks, and resides

in Seward; Sarah A. died May 17, 1891, .aged

twenty-one j'cars and three months; Edward J.,

born March 13, 1872, and Frank L., July 20, 1874,

are still with their parents.

After his marriage, our subject came to Winne-

bago Count}', where, with his hard-earned cash, ho

bought a tract of land comprising about one hun-

dred and ten acres. His labors being crowned with

success, he continued to add to the original pur-

chase until he acquired six hundred and forty acres,

of which he subsequently sold two hundred and

fort}' acres to his sons on easy terms. He still owns

two hundred and forty acres, and eleven lots in

West Rockford, and devotes mucli time and at-

tention to Holstein cattle. The high grade of

dairy cows in this section of country is largely due

to his untiring exertions in introducing that ex-

cellent breed of bovine. His success in that de-

partment of agriculture is worthy of special men-

tion. He also breeds the finest of Norman horses.

Mr. Shelden is a Republican, but never meddles

in political affairs, although at the request of his

fellow-citizens he has filled several local offices for

years, and his services have been efficient in the

best interests of the community. He and his wife
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are highly' esteemed throughout the comniiinit.y,

and although their attention is largely devoted to

home fines and duties, tlie_y nevertheless find time

to aid ill church and charitable work, Mrs. Shehlen

being a member of the Methodist Episcop.al Church.

Mattic and Sarah were graduates of Winnebago

High Scliool, and taugiit sehofil many terms.

'^"^)i

Ai\IES WAL.SII is one of tlie prosperous and

sulistantial business men of Rockford, 111.,

and is interested indirectly with his sons in

general merchandising. He is also proprietor

of the Rockford Bottling Works at No. 408 South

Main Street. Tlie sons are engaged in the general

grocery business and are quartered at No. 402 Elm

Street, where they have a lucrative business.

Mr. Walsh came to Rockford in the spring of

1H5,S and, with the exception of a few years, has

been a resident of this city ever since. In 1869,

he formed a partnership with Michael Joyce

and they continued in liusiness together until

March, IK,S2, since which time Mr. Walsh has had

his sons in business with him. ;\Ir. Walsh li.as been

frugal and industrious, has made money, and is

owner of some excellent property in this city, in-

cluding the business house at No. 402 Elm Street

and a fine residence at No. 719 South Winnebago

Street.

Our subject came here from the Keystone State,

and was but fifteen 3^ears of age when he left his

native place, County Tipperary, Ireland, and

came to the United States. He was born in 1838,

and when about ten years of age, his father, Pat-

rick Walsh, and his mother, Bridget Lubey, both

died. The father died on the 8th of February,

1849, when only fifty-seven years of age, and the

mother followed him to the grave in May of the

same year, when (ifty-flve ye.ars. They were both

life-long members of the Catholic Church. The
father was a native of Walshbog, County Tipper-

ary, Ireland, the same being named in honor of

the family, and was a carpenter by trade. Of the

eight children horn to this union only one beside

our subject is now living, Mary, wife of Thomas
Slaterly. who was a })ri_iminent contractfir and

builder in Indiana, and who is now engaged in

farming near Crawfordsville of that State, owning

his farm of two hundred acres.

The original of this sketch was married, in Rock-

ford, to Miss Mary Delaney, a native of County

Tipperary, Ireland, born in 1842, and the daugh-

ter of Edward and Johanna (Tracy) Delaney, both

of that county. There the father died when in

the prime of life and when his daughter, Mrs.

AValsh, the only one born to her parents, was

but a small child. In 1856, she came with her

mother to the United States and they made their

home in West Chester, Chester County, Pa. until

1862: when thej' came to Rockford, 111. In this city

the mother's death occurred in March, 1891, when

seventj'-eight years of age. She, as well .as her

husband, was a life-long mend)er of the Catholic

Church.

Of the seven children born to IMr. and Mrs.

Walsh, two are deceased: William, Sr., and Will-

iam, Jr., both of whom died j'oung. Those living

are Thomas F. and James P., in the grocery busi-

ness at No. 402 Elm Street and successful 3'oung

men; John J., book-keeper for his father in the

bottling works; Alice C, now at school at St.

Joseph's Academy, Dubuque, Iowa, and M. Bessie,

at home, going to St. Mary's School. All the fam-

ily are members of St. Mary's Catholic Church.

Mr. Walsh is a Democrat in national politics, and

his first Presidential vote was cast for Stephen A.

Douglas.

Ik'iVJVJ c

I
EYMOUR FULLER, who is prominently

identified with the agricultural interests of

Floi'a Township, Boone County, was born

in Shaftsiiury. Bennington County', Vt.,

July 8, 1817. His father, Solomon Fuller, it is

thought, was born in Connecticut and followed the

life of a farmer. He removed to Shaftsbury, Vt., and

after residnig there a number of years, in 1835

took up his abode in Wyoming County, N. Y., and,

purch.asing a farm in the town of White, made that

place his home until his decease at the advanced age

of ninety-one years. Ilis wife, prior to her mar-

riage, was known as Persis Bennett; after the death
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of her husband she came to Illinois, and departed

this life at the home of our subject, when in her

eighty-third j'ear.

Seymour Fuller, of this sketch, was eighteen

years of age when his parents removed to the Em-

igre State, where he was married and resided in

Wyoming County until 1841, the date of his com-

ing to Illinois. lie was accompanied hither by iiis

wife and two children, and came by teams to Buf-

falo, then by way of the Lakes to Chicago, where

he purchased a team of horses and a wagon, which

eonve3"ed the family to this county. The country

round about in that early daj' was very sparsel}'

settled, but our subject determined to make this

his future home, and consequently pureh.ased

eight}' acres of land, which is now included in his

l)resent farm. His means being very limited at

that time, he erected a small frame house in accord-

ance with his means, in which his family lived

comfortably for a number of years.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

AVj'oming Count}', N. Y., in 1840, was Eliza A.

INIordoff ; she was born in the above-named count}-,

and was the daughter of James and Polly Moidoff.

By her union with Mr. Fuller live children were

born, James A., George H., Charles E., DeF.ay A.,

and May. She departed this life in November, 1885.

Our subject is now the proprietor of a splendid

estate of two hundred and forty acres, which are

well improved in every particular, and bring him

in good returns. In early life, he voted the Whig
ticket, but since the formation of the Republican

party has alwa3's been found in its ranks.

IP^OBERT PARKIIILL. The portrait on the

F*V opposite page perpetuates the features of

<^ *, one of the well-known and enterprising

business men of Belvidere. For about thirty

years he has been a coal dealer of this city, and

lias built up an excellent trade which has con-

stantly increased from the beginning. Fair and

upright in all his dealings, and courteous in his

treatment of his customers, he has thus secured a

liberal patronage, of which he is well worth}'.

A native of Renfrewshire, Scotland, Mr. Park-

hill was born March 18, 1826, and belongs to an

old Scotch family. His grandfather and fallier,

both of whom bore the name of John, were natives

of Ayrshire. The latter was for some years fore-

man in a cotton factory in Renfrewshire. In ISIS,

he bade good-l)ye to his old home, and took i)ass-

age on the "Ann llarley," wliich sailed from (ilas-

gow on the 3d of April, and reached New York on

the lOtli of May. He was accompanied by six of

his children. His wife, whose maiden name was

Margaret Smith, was liorn in Ayrshire, and died

in Renfrewshire before the emigration of the fam-

ily to Ameiica. Mr. Parkhill went at oiiee to

Rhode Island, where he \vas em|iloye(l in :i cotton

factory until 1853, when he came to llliu<ii> and

made his home with his children until iiis dcalli.

His last days were spent in the home of a daugh-

ter, in Boone County. The six children were

Elizabeth, John, Robert, Agnes, ^Margaret and Jen-

nie.

Robert Parkhill, of this sketch, may well be called

a self-made man. At the early age (if nine years,

he commenced life for himself, working in a cot-

ton factory, where he was em[>l()yed witli his fa-

ther until he crossed the briny deei). He then

secured work in a mill at Providence, R. I., and

there remained until the year 1855, when he came

to Boone Count}', and then, in company with his

brother, [Uirchased a tract of land. For three

years he engaged in farming, after which he went

to Rockford, and was em()loyed for about three

years in the shops of the N. C. Tliompson JManu-

facturing Company. He next came to Belvidere,

and embarked in the l)usiness in which he is now
engaged, and \yhich he has followed continuously

since.

In 1854, Blr. Parkhill was united in marriage to

Jane Cunningham, who was born in Lanarkshire,

Scotland, and died in Itelvidere in 1SS7, leaving

three children: Margaret, Charles E. and .Alarietta.

wife of Charles M. Peale. In religions lielief, I\Ir.

Parkhill is a Presbyterian, and his wife was a mem-
ber of the same church. He has been a stanch sup-

porter of the Republican party since its organiza-

tion, and has filled various ollices of honor and

trust. He was a member of the first Board of Aid-
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men after the organization of the cit}^, was for

some yenYs a member of the City School Board and

has represented his township on the County Board

of Supervisors. He is now a member of the County

Central Committee of the Republican party, and

for some years was its Chairman. His public duties

he has ever discharged with promptness and fidel-

ity', thereliy winning the commendation of all con-

cerned.

^ P. B. JONES. The history of every com-

! munity is made up, so far as its more Inter-

^^ esting features are concerned, of the events

^^fJ and transactions of the lives of its promi-

nent, representative citizens. In any worthy his-

tory of Boone County, an outline of the life of the

subject of the present sketch sliould not fail to

be given, together with a sketch of the family.

Mr. Joues was born in Rensselaer County, N. Y.,

June 6, 1854, and is a son of J. P. Jones, of Cherr3'

Valley.

Our subject received a good practical education

in the schools of Belvidere and finished in Rock-

ford. He remained home until tweut>'-three years

of age, but began fighting his own way in life at the

age of twenty-one. He purchased a one-half interest

in his father's farm and in other ways demonstrated

that he had much energy and push about him.

He was married, on the 31st of December, 1878, to

Miss Elvira Howard, a native of Cherry Valley,

111., born November 7, 1861, and a daughter of

"Wesley and Elvira (Brown) Howard. Mrs. Jones

was well educated in Evanston, 111., and was sub-

sequently in a convent in Chicago.

Since starting out for himself, oui' subject has

lieen engaged in breeding Hereford cattle in con-

nection with agricultural pursuits and is one of

the most successful stockmen and farmers in ttiie

count}'. He has one of the finest residences in his

section. All his farming operations are conducted

in a manner which clearly proves his efflciencv as

a tiller of the soil, and as a stockman his reputa-

tion is firmly established. He usually has about

seventy-five head of choice Hereford cattle and

keeps nothing but full-blooded stock. Besides

having a fine herd of Ilerefords, our subject makes

a specialty of breeding trotting horses, and owns

some most promising stock in this line. At the

head of his herd of Ilerefords is "Prince Edward
the II," No. 14,117. At some of the most note-

worthy exhibits of blooded stock, this animal has

taken first prize. In trotting stock, Mr. J(,)nes

keeps standard-bred horses, and an animal coming

from the J. P. B. Jones farm is sufficient guarantee

of its pedigree and qualities generally.

Mr. Jones is a member of Blue Lodge No. 173,

of Cherry Valley, A. F. it. A. M.; Kishwaukee

Chapter No. 90, R. A. M., of Belvidere; Crusader

Commandery No. 17, K. T., of Rockford; Cherry

Valley Lodge, I. O. 0. F.; Vesper Lodge, K. P.;

Cherry Valley Camp No. 277, M. W. A.; and the

National Union, of Belvidere. He votes with the

Republican party. His rural home is the abode of

domestic happiness and the center of true hospi-

tality.

/p^EORGE SANDS, one of the well-known and

|[ ,=^ prosperous farmers of Boone County, 111.^

^^^^ is a descendant of English ancestors, whose

principal occupations were as merchants. How-
ever, they finally drifted into tillers of the soil

and that has been the occu]iation our subject has

pursued all his life. He was originally from New
York State, born in Hancock, Delaware County,

October 7, 1818, and his parents, Samuel and Arte-

mecia (Covey) Sands, were natives of the same

State, the father born in the same county. Samuel

was engaged in the lumber business for many years,

also followed merchandising, and in connection

carried on a small farm for man}' years. In 1838,

he sold out and came via the canal and Lakes to

Chicago, and then, with the four horses brought

with him, he and his family pushed on to this

county. They first settled in Bonus Township,

and cultivated the soil for many years. The father

made his home with his children during the latter

part of his life, but died at his own home when

eighty-nine years of age. The mother died in

Placer County, Cal., when seventy-eight years of

awe. Samuel Sands was a son of Geore'e and Jem-
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ima (Smith) Sands, both natives of the Empiie

State, wlio died in Delaware County of that State

when well along in years.

Our subject was one of seven ehililieii, four

sons and three daughters, and remained with his

parents until twenty-one 3'ears of age, working on

the farm for his father. After reaching his ma-

jorit3',he branched out for himself, and after com-

ing to the AVest, in 1838, he took up three hundred

and fifty acres of Government land and began

making improvements. On the 18th of Januar}',

1844, he was married to Miss Betse}' Sands, a na-

tive of Tompkins Township, Delaware County,

N. Y., born April 2, 1826, and a sister of Frederick

Sands (see sketch). Mrs. Sands' father was the

very first settler on Bonus Prairie, Boone Count3',

111., and experienced in every way the trials and

privations incident to early settlement. lie was

born July 8, 1801, and his wife was born in 1802.

To Mr. and Mrs. Sands were born seven chil-

dren, only three now living: George H., a native

of Bonus Township, Boone County, married Miss

Esther D. Ricks, and has one daughter. He is in

Idaho and is engaged in the stock business; Clar-

ence 0. was also born in this county, and married

Miss Martha Cooper, who bore him one sou. He
is also engaged in the stock business in Idaho.

Edward F., born in the same place, married Miss

Clara Susie Ricks, who died January 20, 1890,

leaving a little girl. Edward is also in the stock

business in Idaho, .ind the bojs have a thousand

acres of ranch laud.

After marriage, our subject settled in a log house,

16x20 feet, built by his own hands on the Gov-

ernment land, and there he lived for ten years, all

of his children having been born there. In 1850,

like thousands of others, he was filled with a great

desire to reach the gold regions of California and

went overland with a company. He remained

there for eighteen months, and then returned by

way of the Isthmus to his home in Illinois. In

1852, he returned to the Pacific coast, and for two

years was engaged in mining and merchandising.

He then sold out and returned to Boone County,

111., and sold his old home in Bonus Township.

After this he bought his present farm of about two
hundred acres which was then mostly wild and

uncultivated, and this has since been transformed

into one of the finest tracts of land in the county.

His home is very pleasant and cheerful and is pre-

sided over bjr that noted housekeeper, his worthy

wife. Mr. Sands is engaged in general farming,

but stock-raising is hi.s ])rincipal occuiiatinn. He
is also interested in the stock ranches uwned liy

his sons in Idaho. They first thought of locating

in that State in 1883, and in March of that year

Mr. Sands and his sons took some blooded stock

with them, a dairy outfit for one hundred cows,

and then bought a few hundred head after reach-

ing that State (then a territory). Mr. Sands sold

out his stock and returned to Illinois, leaving his

bo3's to conduct further operations there. They

are now classed among the largest ranchmen <if the

Great West.

Mrs. Sands, who is a most intelligent and relinod

lad}^ was elected School Director in her townslii[),

the first time in the histor^^ of the county that a

lady has filled that position. She is also a member

of the AVoman's Christian Temperance Union,

in which she has held office, and she and her hus-

band are members of the Patrons of Husbandry

No. 2,349, to which they have belonged ever since

its organization. Mr. Sands voted the Democratic

ticket once, and since then he has been a most

earnest supporter of Republican principles. He
voted for Gen. Fremont, was with that noted man
in the mountains, and returned to the East by way

of the Isthmus with him. His sons are all Repub-

licans and bright business men in the young State

of Idaho.

UILLIAM AIALTBIE ROWLAND was born

in Fairfield, Conn., June 25, 1796. His

^J^/ father and grandfather were honored law-

yers. His grandmother was Elizabeth, daughter of

Thomas Fitch, Governor of Connecticut (1754-66).

He himself read law, but relinquished it for a mer-

cantile life, into which he entered at an earl^- age

in the city of New York. He married Clara Leon-

ard, daughter of Rev. Henry AVight, D. D., of Bris-

tol, R. I., a graduate of Harvard, and a soldier of

the Revolution, as was also her maternal grand fa-
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ther, Col. Zephaniali Leonard, of Taunton, Mass.

While still young, Mr. Rowland removed to Au-

gusta, Ga., where he was first a merchant and later

was connected with the Iron Steamboat Company',

a corporation running a line of steamers between

Augusta and Savannah.

During his residence in Augusta, Mr. Rowland

was an honored citizen, and was vigorous and

promi)t in support of all measures for the public

good. .Soon after the repeal of the Missouri Com-

promise in 18.54, the Hon. Alexander II. Stephens,

then Member of Congress, informally received the

leading citizens of Augusta. Long his warm friend,

Mr. Rowland alone did not join m the congratula-

tions offered Mr. Stephens, but assured him that

the repeal would be most calamitous to the coun-

try at large, and especially to the South.

In 1855, our subject removed with his family to

Rockford, III. Here he lived until his death, April

29, 1869, leaving in the hearts of those who knew

him the memor}' of those virtues which most

adorn our human nature. In 1871, Mrs. Rowland

and her daughters removed to Chicago, where she

died December 26, 1880. Two sons still reside in

Rockford: William L. was graduated at Yale Col-

lege in 1852, and has been Librarian of the Public

Library since its establishment in 1872; and Rt)liert

C, a soldier in the Union army, and since the war

a well-known druggist.

^^EORGE S. BROWN bears the distinction of

being the oldest living native-born resident

now making his home within the confines

of Rockford Township, Winnebago County. He

is highly honored for tlie active part he has taken

in developing its resources and in furthering its

material prosi)erity. He is the fortunate possessor

of large and splendidly cultivated lands in this and

other townships, and on his homestead is success-

fully engaged in farming pursuits.

The subject of this sketch, whose portrait will

be noticed on the oi)posite page, w.as born in the

city of Rockford on .June 23, 1839, to IMowry and

Lucy (Pease) Brown. When an infant of one

year, his parents removed from the eit^' to a farm

in Owen Township, where he grew to mature

years. His education was obtained in this district

and he attended the first school taught in the first

schoolhouse ever erected in Owen Township, Mercy

Nichols, who afterward became the wife of AVilliara

McKindley, being his teacher. Remaining on the

old homestead until reaching his twentieth year,

our subject commenced to learn the trade i)f a car-

penter, which occupation he followed until the

year 1865. He w.as very industrious and saved his

earnings and in the 3'ear above mentioned was en-

abled to buy one hundred acres of land on section

35, Owen Township, paying one-third cash for his

place. He at once commenced the career of a suc-

cessful farmer, and devoted his attention closely to

cultivating his place.

On that farm our subject resided until 1884,

when, having purchased an estate of sevent}' acres

on North Main Street, near the city of Rockford,

he removed to this place and has since been a resi-

dent here. The original one hundred acres still

rein.ain in his possession, and besides that he owns

one hundred and forty-four acres on sections 25

and 36, of the same townshii>, and another tract of

one hundred and thirty-one and one-half acres on

sections 17 and 18, Guilford Township. These

several fine estates Mr. Brown rents to ten.antsaud

is in receii)t therefrom of a profitable income.

When the ''boom" of 1890 "struck" the city of

Rockford, he sc>ld sixty-five acres of his Rockford

farm, retaining five acres for his home.

Mr. Brown's home is made pleasant and his life

is cheered by the presence of his amiable wife,

with whom he was united in marriage in 1868.

Jennie Rogers, as she was formerly known, was

born in England and came to America with her

parents, John and Jane Rogers, when a child of

five years. She was reared in Guilford Township,

this county', receiving her education in the district

schools. Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Brown

there have been born eight children, namely:

William, Elora, Edith, Lucy, George, Jessie, Ruby

and Norma. Flora married Fred W. Johns. Mrs.

Brown is a member in good standing of the Pres-

byterian Church. Mr. Brown casts his Presiden-

tial vote with the Republican party, never swerv-

ing from its principles at any time. Their pleasant
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and attractive home is the frequent resort of the

friends whom they liave gathered around tliem

(luring their residence here, and by whom tliey

will be kindly remembered long after they have

departed hence.

—! tl>~^^<^=^ --{--

M;>:^IIARLES E. BROAVN. This gentleni.an,

who owned a fine farm of sixty-one and

^J one-half acres, located one-half mile from

Rockford, during the "boom" of 1890 sold all of

his tract but .seven acres, on which he is residing

at the present time. He is also the proprietor of

an excellent estate of three hundred and twenty-

five acres in Owen Township, Winnebago County,

which is operated b^^ his son.

.September 15, 1841, the birth of our subject oc-

curred in Jersey County, this .State. He was one of

eleven children born to Mowry and Lucy (Pease)

Brown, the former a native of Rhode Island. His

grandfather, Jose[)h Brown, followed farming i)ur-

suits in his native State (Rhode Island), where he

passed the greater part of his life, although his

death occurred at the home of the father of our

subject in Illinois. Alowry Brown was reared and

educated m his native town and, when choosing

an occupation for himself, learned the carpenter's

trade, soon after which he came to the Prairie .State,

and located near Alton, following his trade until

1838.

At that date Mowry Brown made his advent into

Winnebago Count}', when most of the Land in this

section was owned by the Government, and the

city of Rockford was little more th.au a hamlet.

He prosecuted his trade in Rockford for a time,

then entering a tract of land in what is now Owen
Township, erected thereon a log cabin and made

th.at place his home for a niunlicr of years. As

there were no railroads in this localitj-, nnd Chi-

cago was the nearest market, all the farm products

were conveyed thither by means of ox-teains. Mr.

Brown carried on the carpenter's trade, at the same

time superintending the improvement of his new
home where he resided until his death.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Lucy Pease. She was born in Medina, IS'. Y.,

38

and now resides on the old homestead in Owen
Township. She w.as on a visit in .lersey County,

this State, when our sul)ject was born, and as he

was an infant when his mother returned to Win-

nebago County, he very naturally feels that he is

a native of this place. He has been a permanent

resident of this county and has witnessed its en-

tire growth and development. In his early d!i3's

he attended the pioneer log schoolhouse, which

was furnished in the most primitive m.anner. On
attaining his seventeenth year, in coinpanj- with

his brother George, he rented a tract of land in

Owen Township and engaged in farming. They

also purchased a threshing-nuachine which the}- op-

erated with extraordinary success for a number of

years, and continued to work together until alxuit

six years previous to the marriage of our subject.

After celebrating that im|iortant event. Mr. Brown

became a fireman on an engine running on the At-

lanta & Great Western Railroad, and was thus en-

gaged for a twelvemonth, when he located on a

tract of land which he had purchased in Owen
Township. He cultivated the soil for four } ears,

then, disposing of his estate, was employed in

manufacturing brick in company with his father

and brother, operating together for nine years.

Believing agriculture to be the most profitable

business in which he could eng.age, Mr. Brown pur-

chased two hundred and forty acres of land in

Owen Township, where he cultivated the soil for

six years, and then became proprietor of the sixty-

one and one-half acres located one-half mile from

Rockford and which has been mentioned above.

December 27, 1864, Mr. Brown was married to

Miss Frances Mary Burritt, a native of Auburn,

Cayuga County, N. Y. She was one of seven chil-

dren born to Charles and Laura (Remington) Bur-

ritt, the former a native of Bridgeport, Conn. Her

Ijaternal grandparents, Eben and Polly Burritt,

were natives of the Nutmeg State, whence they re-

moved to New York State and located in the town

of .Sennett, where the grandfather bought a tract

of timber land and followed farming imrsuits until

his demise.

In early manhood, Charles Burritt, father of Mrs.

Brown, removed to New Y'ork State, where he pur-

chased a farm in Ii'a, Cayuga County, and there
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resideci for a few years. Later, disposing of his

estate, he emiiarked in tlie hardware business in

Weedsport, and remained thus engaged until 1855,

when he came to Illinois and settled on a tr.act of

partially-improved land in Owen Township, AVin-

uebago County. There he continued to cultivate

his land and improve the farm for many j'cars. He

departed this life at the home of Mr. and Mrs.

Brown. His wife, whose maiden name was Laura

Remington, w'as, it is thought, a native of Connec-

ticut. Slie removed to New York with her parents

at an early d.ay, and died on the home farm in

Owen Township, Winnebago County. With her

husband, she was a faithful member of the Second

Congregational Church.

The six children born to iMr. Brown and his es-

timable wife are named as follows: Harry W., Nel-

lie L., Mabel F., Mowry C. Ralph E. and Maude E.

Harry W. married Miss Fannie M. Johns and they

are the parents of two children: Orville and Au-

rilla. In political matters, Mr. Brown aiflliates

witli the Republican party and is known as one of

the most pnlilic-spirited citizens of the community

He and his wife are devoted members of the Cliris-

tian L^nion Church and are people of high social

standing in Rockford and vicinity.

In connection with this sketch will be found a

portrait of Mr. Brown, on another page.

tiHOMAS SCOTT, who does an extensive busi-

ness as a dealer in coal and wood in Rock-

ford, his ollice lieing located on East State

near Bridge Street, is of English birth. He is a na-

tive of Kent County, England. His paternal grand-

father, Robert Scott, Sr., was born in Norfolk,

England, but after his marriage removed to Epsom,

in Surrey County, where he spent the remainder

of his life. He was a shopkeeper, and died when

past the age of eighty years. Robert Scott, Jr.,

father of our subject, was born in Epsom, and was

a small merchant or shopkeeper. He spent much

of his life in Aldington, Kent County, and both lie

and his wife passed away at about the age of eighty

years. The latter 's maiden name was Charlotte

Simmons, and she was one of sixteen children, all

born in Kent County. Both Mr. .and INIrs. Scott

were members of the Episcopal Church and were

worthy and respected people. Only two of the

children arc }'ct living: Thomas and Mrs. Tapley,

of Hacine, Wis., and they arc also the only ones

who came to the United States.

Thomas Scott was married in his native county

to Miss Mary Tunbridge, who was born and reared

in Kent County, and came with her husband to

America. They left London on the last day of

M.arch, 1850, and after a voyage of six weeks on

a sailing-vessel. Landed in New York, whence they

came to the West. Mrs. Scott died of consump-

tion at her liome in Rockford, in 1864. She was

a true and faithful wife and a member of the Epis-

copal Church. Mv. Scott has been again married,

his second union lieing with Margaret Williams,

who was born in Canada, of English descent. Her

death occurred in this city in 1882, and her loss

was deepljf mourned by her husband and many
friends, for she was a worthy woman, possessing

many excellencies of character. Miss Frances A.

Sutliern, an intelligent and cultured .young lady,

a niece of Mr. Scott, has made her home with him

for ten years and is now acting as his house-

keeper.

Mr. Scott came to Rockford in 1862, in connec-

tion with the railroad now known as the North-

western. He had been in tlie employ of the

company since August, 1852, having become a

railroad builder in Chicago. He shipped the lirst

load of coal sent AVest of Chicago on the North-

western, and since that time has been more or less

closely connected with the railroad interests. He

has paid the company more than $300,000 for

freight, which shows that his success has been ex-

cellent. He began dealing in wood and coal in

1863, at his present location, on a small scale, but

as his trade increased, he likewise increased his fa-

cilities, and now has a storage capacity for five

thousand tons of coal. He also has a large wood

suppl\- which he cuts from his timbered tracts in

Sauk County, Wis., and now handles a large amount

of fuel, in fact, is doing a very extensive Inisiness

in this line, and is one of the prosperous merch.ants

of the city.
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Mr. Scott may truly be called a self-made man,

for all that he has he has made through his own
efforts. Since coming to America, he has made

four trips back to his native home in England, but

while he enjoys visiting that country he would

uot change his home in America for one in the

land of his birth. He is a public-spirited and

progressive man, a wide-awake and enterprising

merchant and one of the valued citizens of Rock-

ford.

EWITT C. CADY. Among the promi-

nent and successful agriculturists and

stock-raisers of Winnebago Countj-, we

take pleasure in iutroducing to our read-

ers the worthy subject of this sketch, one of the

pioneers and representative citizens of Manchester

Township. Mr. Cady was born in Oneida County,

N. Y., in 1828, the son of Alvali and Catherine

(Brookins) Cady, his father a native of the Old

Ba3' .State. The grandparents, Chester and Mary

A. (Nichols) Cady, were originally from Massa-

chusetts, but after the birth of all of their chil-

dren, four sons and four daughters, they removed

to New York State and there passed the remainder

of their days, the grandfather dying at the age of

eight3'-four and the grandmother at the age of

sevcntj'-eight years.

The marri.age of Alvah Cady and Catherine

Brookins occurred in Oneida Count}-, N. Y., and

when their son Dewitt C. was three years of age,

or in 1831, they removed to nearTyrone, Steuben

County, that State, and purchased land. Their

tract was covered with heavy timber, but IMr. Cady,

who was a strong man and a great worker, went

resolutely to work to clear the land. About this

time, many Eastern people were emigrating West-

ward and Mr. and IMrs. Cady determined to try

their luck with others.

In 1836, with their live children, this ambitious

couple pushed into Illinois and took up a quarter-

section in the northwest corner of Boone County,

all timber and marsh land. They resided there un-

til after the war, and in 1867 sold out and moved
to South Haven, Mich. There Mrs. Cady died in

1880, when eightj^ years of age. ]Mr. Cadv sur-

vived his wife ten years and died at the home of

his son in 1890, when ninety years of age. They

were the parents of .six sons and one daughter:

Francis R., at South Haven, Mich.; .Sylvester I!.,

who died at home when twentj- j-ears of age; D. C.

(our subject); Chester C, a farmer and mason at

AVaverly, Iowa; Mary H, IMrs. Cornell, of Man-

chester Township; William II., who died at Iowa

Falls, Iowa, in 181)1, when forty-eight years of

age; and J.ay, a farmer in Michigan.

Alv.ah Cady and wife were the first settlers in

Manchester Township, having removed there

Novembi'r 10, 1836. They came from New York

by Erie Canal and Buffalo, starting in September,

and from Buffalo to Chicago on the old steamer

'•Penn-sylvania," Capt. Cotton, and .Tdlm Smith,

mate. There was not a public wharf in Chicago

then, nor a public landing-place, and they had to

pay twenty-five cents a hundred for all goods

landed. They crossed the Chicago River on a

rope ferr\' and all other streams were forded. They

paid 120 for a team to take their goods to Downer's

Grove, and there the family remained with an

uncle, Hiram, while Alvah Cady and his brother

started on foot for the Rock River country, with

only the Indian trails to follow. They came to

Gen. Brown's place near Roscoe, and later re-

turned for the famil}' and goods with an ox-team

and wagon belonging to the latter.

Their first stopping place was St. Charles, where

Mr. Cadj' paid %1 for one hundred friction matches,

the first he had ever seen, and about one-half of

whicli were worthless. They stalled in the mud on

Kite River, near the present site of Rochelle, and

had to remain in the woods all night, being sere-

naded during that time by prairie wolves. They
tried to cross the Kiskwaukee River at Belvidere

on the new bridge not yet finished, and had a nar-

row escape from going in to the stream. The mother

w.as on foot and blocked the w.agon wheel, or the

team and load would have fallen into the water.

The next stop was made at Drakes, near Beaver

Creek, and the next place was Gen. Brown's.

After much trouble, Mr. Cady selected a claim,

and in one day erected a log cabin. Gen. Biown
' furnishing boards from the nearest sawmill ft)r the

floor and roof and for beds. The first school in the
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Towuship of Manchester was during the winter of

1837-38, wliich Mrs. Cady taught in her own log

cabin, tlie pupils being her own cliildren and Gen.

Brown's. During the first winter, jNIr. Cady

worked for wages to sui)purt his family, and in ad-

dition cut and split enougli rails to fence ten acres,

bis wife and three eldest sons setting up the rails.

Thus by the hard work and energy of these sturdy

pioneers were made possible the pleasant homes of

to-day.

In those pioneer times, it required a montli to

get a letter from New York, and twenty-live cents

to get it out of the postofflce. The nearest post-

office was Belvidere, twenty-live miles distant. Mr.

Cady, learning that there was a letter for him at

the office, went nine miles to borrow the necessary

twenty-five cents, then walked to Belvidere, and

secured the letter. Opening it, he found it was

from a party in G.alena requesting his vote. Had
the writer been present, it is probable that there

would have been one less office-seeker, at least so

Mr. Cady said. In the winter of 1837-38, he

walked to Southport (now Kenoslia),a distance of

sixty-five miles, in one day, and two days later re-

turned home, bringing with liim some leather with

which to make tlie children's shoes for the winter.

When twenty-eight years of age, our subject

married Miss Lavina Hill, of Boone County, and

tliey have resided on their present farm since 1867.

During the Late war, Mr. Cady enlisted in Company
II, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry in 1863, and his

brotlier William, and cousin, Horace D. Cady, en-

listed at the same time. Our subject served until

the close of the war and was mustered out at

Houston, Tex., in 186G. He then returned to his

home and bought the farm lie now owns the fol-

lowing year.

Mr. and Mrs. Cady have lost two children: Alice

M., who died in 1862, when nearly two years of

age, and Sylvester B., whose death occurred in 1868,

when eleven years of age, the result of being

kicked by a horse. They have five sons and one

daughter living: Herbert J., a fariner,who resides in

Rock County, Wis., married Miss Blanch Bebee, of

M.anchester Township; lLdward,a carriage-maker of

Kalamazoo, Mich., married Miss Alvira Haines, of

Michigan; Ray, a young man of twenty-three, is a

farmer; Minnie is at home; Wayne is a young man
of eighteen years; and Ross, a youth of fifteen, is

quite a farmer with his father.

]Mr. Cady does general farming and is also

somewhat of a stock-raiser, having some good horses

on his place, and raises all the cereals Ijut wheat.

He has ever been a Republican m politics. He is

a member of the Anti-Horse Thief Association, and

the L. H. D. Crane Post, No. .V2, O . A. R., of Beloit.

"^ (^^

^^ NDREW G. NELSON. A picture of the

@/lI
I

grocery business of Rockford would be in-

' i complete without a space on the canvas be-

ing devoted to the name of Nelson. Mr.

Nelson came to Rockford in December, 1869, when

ten years of .age, and for some time w.as with the

well-known firm of McCormack & Johnson, oatmeal

merchants of this city. In the spring of 1888, he

began business for himself at No. 311 Kishwaukee

Street, and soon built up a lucrative trade, the same

increasing to such an extent that he was obliged to

move into larger and better quarters. He is now-

located at No. 413 Seventh Street, has a business

house 66x23 feet, and the trade he enjoys is un-

questionablj- one of the most successful of its line

in the city, and from its very inception has enjoyed

a reputation consistent with its management. All

that is handled is selected with the greatest care,

and is sold at moderate prices. He has seven em-

ployes constantly at work.

Mr. Nelson was born in Sweden, February 18,

1869, and in 1869 he came with his mother and

his brothers and sisters to the Ihiited States to

join his father who had crosseil over the previous

j'ear. The first of the family to come to the

United States was an uncle of our subject's, Peter

Heiberg, and his family, formerly of Rockford but

now residing at St. Peter, Minn.

Our subject's parents, Peter and Hannah (Cliris-

tofson) Nelson, are now residing in Rockford, at

No. 1301 Seminary Street, and are about sixty years

of age. Both hold membership in the Zion Luth-

eran Church. Of the nine children born to their

union, part are in Minnesota .and part here.

They are as foUovvs: Oscar, dealer in crockery at
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Dulutli, IMinu., married Miss Hilda Hulquist; Au-

gust resides at home and is an engineer in tlie Me-

chanics" Furniture Factory in tliis city; Andrew

G. (our subject); Tilda, wife of Charles Hiilt, now

resides on a farm near Jackson, IMinn.; Emma,

wife of Erick Lagerquist, resides at No. 807 Second

Avenue, Rockford; Albert, now of lirainard,

Minn.; Fena L. resides at home and is a liook-

keeper for her brother, A. G., and is an intelligent,

wide-awake young lad}-; and Emel, with the sister

in Jackson, ]Minn.

The immediate subject of this sketch was mar-

ried in Rockford to Miss Ida M. Wargber, a native

of Sweden, born in 1865, and the fruits of this un-

ion were three children: Cora A., Daisy M., and

Enoch E. Thej' have adopted one cliild, a boy

named Albon. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson hold member-

ship in the Emanuel Lutheran Church. Mr. Nel-

son is independent in jiolitics. Mrs. Nelson's

father, Gus Wargber, and family came to the

United States about 1868, and are now residing at

No. 504 Pope Street, this city. They are about

sixty years of age and are worthy memliers of the

First Lutheran Church.

EUGKINE; HOVEV. He whose name is at the

liead of this sketch is one of the intelligent

and progressive young farmers of Boone

County and is residing on the place where he was

born, October 23, 1849, and which is
.
pleas-

antly located on section 33, Le Roy Township.

He has proved himself etticient in promoting the

growth and developing the resources of the old

homestead and none is worthy of more esteem than

is Mr. Hovey.

Rowell K. Hovej', the father of our subject, was

born in New Hampshire, in 1817, and his father,

E. H. Hovey, was born in New England, about

1796. The latter-named gentlemen was self-made

in all that the term implies, was well informed on

topics which interested his community, and, after

emigrating to Illinois, was for many years Justice

of the Peace. He was married in New England

and moved West to Ohio about 1832, where he

made his home a few j'ears, and in 1835-36 came

with a portion of his famil}' of ten children to

Hlinois, and settled on a quarter-section of land

which he had entered from the Government in an

early day. He resided on the tract until his de-

cease, in February, 1871, in his seventy-fifth year.

His wife survived him for four of five j'ears and

died at a good old age, leaving a family of four

sons and four daughters, and buried three children

when young.

The direct progenitor of our subject was married,

in 1841, to Miss Sarah Norris, who lived only one

j-ear after her marriage and departed this life in

Le Roy Township. The ladj- who became his sec-

ond wife was Fannie, daughter of Daniel Webster,

of New York. She resided on the home which is

the present property of our subject until the latter's

marriage, when the mother removed to Capron.

The father of our subject with three of his

brothers, during the gold excitement in California,

went overland to that State and worked in the

mines for nearly thirty-two j^ears, during which

time he made and lost a great deal of monej', and

when returning home was possessed of but little

means. He departed this life in Capron, April 10,

1889, when seventy-two j'ears of age. His wife, who
survives him, has attained her three-score and ten

years. Our subject has one brother, Theron R.,

who was born in 1847, and married Alice Draper,

of Capron. To them has been born a son, Henry.

In February, 1881, our subject was married to

Miss Sarah, daughter of John and Ann (Philli[i)

Lascelles, natives, respectively, of Ireland and

Canada. The parents were residents of Chicago

for man}' years, where the father was a merchant,

which business he still carries on at Capron. To
Mr. and Mrs. Hovej' have been born three children:

Roger M., John Earl and William T. Our subject,

in May, 1881, purchased eighty acres of his present

farm, which was the old homestead, and has since

added thereto until his estate now comprises two

hundred and seventy-five broad acres. He erected

his large barn in 1884 and is still living in a house

which was erected by his father a half-century

ago. It is a solid, hewed-log fortress, but Mr.

Hovey proposes to erect a comfortable and modern
residence in the near future. In iiolitics, he votes
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the Democratic ticket and, in social matters, is a

Modern Woodman. With his wife he is a mem-
ber of tiie Christian Cliurch and gives liberally of

his means to its support.

He of whom we write has been a hard-working

and industrious man and lias done his full share of

pioneer work in opening up this section of country.

He has been eminently worthy and useful to his

community', and his neighbors and old friends

united!}' bear testimony to his sterling worth, in-

tegrity and valuable services. His mother is still

living in Capron, andean relate many an interest-

ing tale of early settlement in Boone Count}'.

-^^-^1 B'^^Q l^^^

INFIELD 8. BILLINGS, senior memlier of

y-w#/ the firm of Billings Bros., is one of the prom-

^\^ iuent business men of Rockford. The estab-

lishment, in which the firm carries on a large and lu-

crative business, is located at No. 812 South Main

Street, is 22x10-1 feet in dimensions, and is stocked

with a complete line of hardware, tinware, and the

various other adjuncts of that line of business.

Prior to 1888, when the present firm was estab-

lished, our suliject conducted business for some

four years under the title of Glassell & Billings,

and b}' reliable de.alings and judicious business

methods, has gained an enviable reputation as a

business man. The junior member of the firm, CL

W. Billings, is a young man of great enterprise,

and the brothers combine those qualities wiiich

fit them for success in any chosen department of

labor.

The first eleven years in the life of our subject

were passed in Montgomery County, N. Y., where

he was horn May 6, 1839. At the above-mentioned

age, he came West with his parents, -lames and Tem-

perance.!. (Bunn) Billings, settling in Rock County,

Wis. In 1863, the father and mother removed to

Butler Count}', Iowa, where they now reside on

the farm tiiey secured on first locating there. They

have attained to advanced ages (1892), the father

being seventy-eight and the mother seventy-six,

and both are in good health.

The third son in a family of eleven children

surviving of the thirteen born to James and Tem-

perance Billings is the subject of this sketch. For

a time after he came West in 1850, he lived in

Rock County, Wis., but in 1865 removed to Grundy
Count}', Iowa, where he was engaged as a farmer,

and whence he removed to Rockford. In Rock

County, Wis., he was united in marriage with Miss

Amanda Snell, who was born in Montgomery
County, N. Y., in 1813. She w.is a young woman
when her i>arenls. Charles and Nancy ( Lathers)

Snell, removed from New York State to Rock

County, Wis., settling on a farm, where the father

died at the age of sixty-five. His wife afterward

went to Nebraska, where she passed away at tiie age

of sixty years.

Mrs. Amanda Billings died at her home in

Grundy County, Iowa, leaving one child, William

D., who now lives in South D.akota. The wife and

mother was a sincere Christian, identified with the

Baptist Church, and a lady of culture and refine-

ment, whose friends held her in high esteem. Al-

though by no means an active worker in political

matters, Mr. Billings is a sound Republican, and is

careful to cast his ballot for the candidates of that

party. Socially, he is connected with Lodge

No. 366, R. A. M., at Rockford, and is promi-

nently connected with the most im[)ortant measures

originated in behalf of the city.

IIARLES A. T>^N1)^'ALL, a widely known

and highly respected Swedish-American

citizen of Winnebago County, owns and

operates a fine farm of one hundred and fifty-six

acres on section 19, Guilford Township. There are

good buildings, such as are seen upon a model

farm; the fields are well tilled, and the neat appear-

ance of the place indicates the thrift and enter-

prise of the owner. He has won success in his

undertakings and is now numbered among the

substantial citizens of the community.

Mr. Lundvall was born in Smoland, Sweden, on

the 3d of May, 1850. His father is yet living at

the age of three-score and ten years and is the

owner of a large farm and store. His first wife

died in 1865, when in the prime of life, after

which Mr. Samuelson was a second time married,
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this union being with Miss Lena C. Samuelson,

by whom he had two child ten, both now mar-

ried and living in Sweden. Our subject is the

second of four children born of the first union,

three residing in this countr\'; the other, Sophia,

is the wife of N. P. Dahlburg, a farmer of Sweden.

J. O. Lundvall is now living on a farm near Day-

ton, Iowa, and the other sister is the wife of P.

Larson, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this

work.

Our subject spent his boyhood days in the laud

of his nativity and in the spring of 1867, when

seventeen j^ears of age, crossed the broad Atlantic

to America. In Chicago, he led to the marriage

altar Miss Augustiua C. Swanson, who in 1868

came with her sister to this country from Sweden,

her native land. Her sister Louisa is now living

in Rockford, where the3' fust located. Their

parents are now deceased, both having been

called to their final rest in Sweden. By the union

of Mr. and Mrs. Lundvall have been born six chil-

dren: Hulda R., Alice R., Abion S., Julia E.,

Henry L. and Charles E. The two eldest daugh-

ters have been educated in the Rockford Business

College, and the family is one of which the parents

may well be proud.

Our subject and his wife are prominent members

of the First Lutheran Church of Rockford and

take an active interest in its work. He has served

as Trustee for many years and was a member of

the building committee at the time wlien the

elegant church edifice was erected. In politics, he

is a Republican, but lias never been an office-seeker.

However, he has served as School Director for

some years and the cause of education finds in him

a warm friend. He gives his support to whatever

is calculated to benefit or improve the communitj-

or promote the general welfare, and is a valued

citizen of Guilford Township, highly respected

bj' all. In connection with his other business

interests, he owns eight acres of land, now in-

cluded within the cit_v limits of Rockford. It has

been platted and is a very valuable property. He
is also Secretary, Treasurer and Manager of the

Skandia Brick Company, which employs about

thirty-five hands and makes over three million

bricks annuall}'. He is interested in the Union

Grocery Company, which has a capital stock of

$25,000, and is a stockholder in the Skandia

Furniture Company and the Rockford Manufactur-

ing Company, also an active member ami a stoek-

holdcr in the Swedish Building and Loan Associa-

tion.

LBERT F. BAXTER. We are pleased to

present the name of a highly respected

farmer, who resides in Spring Township,

Boone County, and who is a native of

this vicinity, his birth occurring December 10,

1855. His parents were John and Harriet (Smith-

son) Baxter, the father born in England, June 20,

1807. He was a farmer by occupation, and in

1832 left that country and after a voyage of seven

weeks landed at Montreal, Canada. He made his

home there for four years and in 1836 came to the

States and for a twelvemonth resided in Chicago.

At the expiration of that time, the elder j\Ir. Bax-

ter came to Boone County and purchased forty

acres which is included in the home farm. The

estate included now, however, two hundred and

eighty acres and is the joint possession of our sul)-

jeet and his mother.

John Baxter was a member of a family includ-

ing five children, all of whom are deceased. His

wife is a daughter of James and E^lizalieth Smith-

son, of PIngland, she being the eldest in a family

of seven children.

The parents of our subject reared a family of

ten children, namely: Jonas, Mary A., Emeline,

William, John S., Eliza, Thomas M., Harriet E.,

Rosanna and Albert F. He was married, A|)ril 14,

1880, to Miss Ella Stillwell, who was born in Madi-

son Count}', N. Y., and of their union have been

born five children: Gertie M., John C, Fred C,

Bert W. and an infant named Harry C. Mrs. Bax-

ter is the daughter of Charles and Jane (Gar-

lock) Stillwell, who make their home in Belvidere.

The father of our subject was in earlv life a

W^hig but during his last years voted the Prohibi-

tion ticket. He was an active worker in the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church and for years was Class-

Leader in that denomination. He was always a

k
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strong advocate of temperance measures and was

willing at an}- time to promote that policy which

looked at all times to the moral and business up-

building (if his eomnuinity.

4^-—^-j-^ji^-j— ^̂
IlEPIIERD LEACH was one of the earliest

si'ttlers of Winnebago County, and this

work would l)c incomplete without this

sketch. His |mternal grandfather, Abisha

Leach, was liorn in Scituate, Mass., in March, 1740,

and tradilidu says he was a descendant of Dr.

Leach, a physician to King George IV. He prob-

a)ily spent his entire life in Massachusetts.

Andrew Leach, father of our subject, was born

in Easton, Mass., December 14, 1768, and was a

pioneer of Pittsford, Vt., where he purchased a

large tract of unbroken land, which he developed

and improved. In connection with this, he oper-

atcii a foundry and woolen mill, and did business

as a inerchant. He was one of the leading citi-

zens of Pittsford and became quite wealthy. He

was married three times; his first wife was Mary

Powers, whom he married in 1.S07, his second

union being with Mrs. Bowman in Pittsford, in

liSKi. Her maiden name was Deborah Spooner,

and she was liorn in New London, Conn., Febru-

ary 8, 1777, being a lineal descendant of John

Alden, the Pilgrim. Her father, Juda Paddock,

was a Revolutionary soldier and |iarticipated in

the battle of liunker Hill. After the war, he

edited a paper in Connecticut, but when the new

State of ^'ermont was organized and offered a

bonus of fine hundred Inislicls of wheat to any

one who would start a paper there, he accepted

the offer and pulilished the first paper in Ver-

mont. It was called tlie Vermont Gazette and its

motto was:

"Pliant as reeds where streams of freedom glide.

Firm as the hills to stem oppression's tide."

Our suliject, Sheplieid Leach, was born in

Pittsford, Rutland County, Vt., August 17, l.sil.

Here he was reared and educated, and, on at-

taining man's estate, became associated with his

father in liuslness, Init failing in liealth, he went

to Troy, N. Y.. where lie was a l)ook-kee}ier for a

short time in the Stewart Stove Company, after

which he came to Michigan in 1837. Two }'ears

were spent in Detroit and Ypsilanti, and in 1839

he came on horseback to Rockford, where he

formed a jiartnership with I). S. I'enfield and en-

gaged in the hardware business on E.ast State

Street. Later on, the firm purchased about two

thousand acres of new land, m.aking a fine jirop-

erty out of it. He became the owner of nearly

the entire amount and put many fine farm build-

ings upon it. At the time of his death, he owned
about one thousand acres of land and w.as one

of the best-known farmers in the coinity. His

land was watered b}' living streams, and his skill

and ability as an agriculturist maile him owner

of one of the finest farms in Illinois.

In Massachusetts, in 1848, Mr. Leach married

Phrebe II. Allen, who was liorn in Heath, Frank-

lin County, January 25, 1820. After acquiring

her education at Mt. Holyoke Seminary, she en-

gaged in teaching for some years. She came of a

prominent family of Franklin Count}', her father

being a mechanic and fanner, lioth parents died

on the same day—August 7, 1847. P^lijah Allen

passed away in the morning, being then sixtj'-five

j'ears of age, and in the evening his wife, Rhoda,

was called to her final rest, at the age of fifty-

eight years. They were active memljers of the

Congregational Church and lived consistent Chris-

tian lives. In their family were twelve children,

David, and Wealtha, widow of Yardley Hough,

both of whom reside in Highland, Kan., and Mrs.

Leach being the only ones now living.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Leach were born five chil-

dren: Ida, who died in infancj'; Clara, wife of

W. L. Frisbie. a farmer of Rockford Township;

Lizzie, wife of Dr. Frank E. Waxliam, a promi-

nent physician of Chicago; Harriet S., wife of

Edgar E. Bartlett, President of the Rockford

Register-Gazette Company; and Emma Allen, the

wife of Joel B. Whitehead, a successful real-estate

dealer of Rockford.

Mr. Leach ever bore his share in the develop-

ment and upbuilding of the county. He came

here when it was in its primitive condition, and

did everything in his power for the general wel-

fare of the community. In politics, he was a stal-
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wart Republican and took an active part in local

affairs, but was never an offlce-seeker. Owing to

poor liealtli during the last fifteen years of his

life, his winters were spent in California and in

the vSoutli. There was no more honest and hon-

orable man in the county, and no one had more

friends. Tiie respect of the entire community was

given him, and he was worthy of tliat high regard.

A partial stroke of paralysis prevented his doing

any hard manual labor for many years. Although

his hcaltli was poor, ins mental faculties remained

unimpaired to the day of his death, which oc-

curred July 9, 1885, thus closing a very .active

and earnest life.

Mrs. Leach proved herself a true and faithful

helpm.ate to her husband, who was ever kind and

loving to her, and in his death she suffered an ir-

reparable loss. Her life also has been well and

worthily spent, and she has thus won the love of

all. She and her children are members of the

Second Congregational Church of this city.

\lj' EVI RHOADES. Perhaps no citizen of

I (J§, Rockford was better known than Mr.

J
J*—AV^ Rhoades, and his career all through life was

unusually successful, which was largely due to his

great executive abilitj-, and good common sense.

His opinion on any important subject was eagerly

sought for and highly respected, and although a

man who did not make intimate friends quickly,

he was always true as steel to those whom he knew

and loved.

The pen is almost too clums}' to do justice to

the life of Mr. Rhoades, and picture the ups and

downs with which he contended. He was born in

Hinsdale, Cattaraugus County, N. Y., June 25,

1830, and died at his elegant home, No. 710 North

Court Street, on the 19th of November, 1891, when

sixtj'-one years and four months old. Like many
of the old Eastern families, his parents were in

verj' moderate circumstances. In 1836, they re-

moved to Alabama, Genesee County, N. Y., where,

after a residence of seven years, they joined the

vast army which was moving Westward at that

time. Most of the trip was made by wagon, and

they finall}- settled at Troy, Wis., and engaged in

agricultural pursuits.

Levi was then quite young, and was compelled to

assist his father, David Rhoades, in tlie farm work,

gaining what education he could when not tlius

engaged. When seventeen years of ago, he made
a start for himself, coming to Rockford, where !ie

did almost any kind of work offered liim. such as

splitting wood, etc. In l«l.s, lie entered the

cooper-shop of Harry Landers, in that city, and

there learned his trade. He was energetic in his

work, quick to pick up a j)oint al)Out the business,

and after three 3'ears of tireless effort had accumu-

lated sulHcient means to pui'chase a half-interest

in the business. In 1853, he bought out Mr. Lan-

der's interest, their main plant being located just

south of where now stands tiie AV. E. it John

Barnes' foundry, and ran the cooperage business

until 1884, supplying all the mills in that vicinity

with barrels. In 1865, he formed a partnership

with Isaac and C. M. Utter & Company, for the

manuf.acture of paper, and was still at the head of

the firm at the time of his death.

When the People's Bank was organized, in 1873,

Mr. Rhoades was one of the heaviest backers, and

always remained a Director in the institution. He
was a prime mover in the organization of the Rock-

ford Watch Company, which has done its full

share toward the upbuilding of the citj', was the

first President of the company, and Director until

his death. With H. W. Price and Irvin Erench, he

w.as largely instrumental in securing the removal

of the Watch Case Company from Racine to Rock-

ford. Besides being a stockholder in tiie Phccnix

Eurniture Companj', and also many other indus-

tries in the city, at the time of his death he was

President of the firm of Rhoades, Utter & Co.,

President of the Water-power Company, Vice-pres-

ident of the Rockford City Railway Companj', and

Director in the following companies: Rockford

Silver Plate Company, Rockford Watch Company,

Rockford Tack Company, People's Bank, Rock-

ford Shoe Company, Home Building & Loan Asso-

ciation, Merchants' and M.anufacturers' Insurance

Compan}', and the Harlem Park Company.

Mr. Rhoades was regarded as one of the wealtliy

men of the city. He led a Christinn life, and was
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alwtij'S most active in cliurth work. At an early

day he joined the Centennial Methodist Episcopal

Church, and was one of the most devout believers

of the society. When he removed to the West

Side, he associated himself with the Court Street

Methodist Episcopal society by letter, and after-

ward was a regular attendant. To his efforts is

largely due the construction of the imposing edi-

fice occupied by this society. He was Chairman of

the Building Committee, also President of the

Board of Trustees, and gave the work his personal

supervision while the church was being built, to

be sure that no weak spots were left, and the best

of material used. He gave largely- to the build-

ing fund, his donation, it is said, being in the

neighborhood of ^6,000. No person ever applied

to him in vain for financial assistance in religious

work.

In polities, Mr. Rhoades was a stanch Repub-

lican, and a great believer in the principles of that

party, although of late years he had taken no ac-

tive part in campaigns. During the Greele3f Pres-

idential campaign, he was a strong supporter of

that gentleman, and achieved the reputation of

making the best stump speeches of any man in the

district. He was himself a candidate on the ticket

that 3-ear for the Senate, running far ahead of his

colle.agucs, but was defeated. In 1876, he was

elected Mayor, and served one term in an able and

dignified manner, doing all in his power to pro-

mote the best interests of the city. In the school

sense of the word, Mr. Rhoades was not a scholar,

but in the practical sense, he was an educated man.

He was an excellent mathematician, and could

solve the most diflicult problems readil^y. He al-

ways believed in doing things well.

Mr. Rhoades was married on the 24th of Decem-

ber, 1854, to IMrs. Frcderica (Reik) Rhoades, widow

of his brother, Stephen Rluiades, who died in Rock-

ford. For nearly forty years Levi Rhoades was

one of the most faithful and loving of husbands,

bestowing everything possible upon the home cir-

cle that could aid in his family's happiness. Three

children were born of this union: Clinton F., who
died when about twelve months old; Lucinda II.,

now the wife of James N. Harris, foreman of

the Rhoades it Utter Paper Mill, resides with

her mother in Rockford and has one child, Flor-

ence F.; Luella I. married P'redorick J. Sovereign,

proprietor of the City Ice Company, and they have

one child, Clinton I.

Mrs. Rhoades was born at Ilazelstein, near Stutt-

gart, Germany, and her parents were natives of

the same countiy. The father, Michael Reik, was

a thoroughly educated and prominent farmer

of his native countiy. He was a member of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church, in which his wife

also held membership, and was a liberal contribu-

tor to the same. He died when sixtj'-four years

of age, and his widow followed him to the grave

when seventy-seven years of age. Mrs. Rhoades

was the 3"0ungest daughter born to this worthy

couple, and she, with her brother John A., and sis-

ter, Anna M., who was married, sailed for the

United States in 1847, and were only twenty-one

days in crossing the ocean. They came to Mil-

waukee, Wis., but subsequently removed to Wal-

worth County, of that State, where Miss Reik grew

to womanhood.

The portrait of the late Mr. Rhoades accom-

panies this sketch.

15RAM CHAMPION. England numbers

many representatives among the best class

/ li> of citizens in Illinois. There is a sterling

quality about the nationality th.at particu-

larly fits them for pioneer life and we as Americans

are greatly indebted to settlers of English birth

for the rapid advancement made in our civiliza-

tion. He whose name heads this sketch and who

is a representative farmer of Harrison Township,

Winnebago County, 111., was born m England in

July, 1846. His father, Abraham Champion, was

born in the same place, .Somersetshire, England,

in 1814, and was a farmer, as was also his father

before him. His first wife, the mother of our sub-

ject, was Elizabeth French, and she was born in

the same place in 1815. To this union were born

nine children, one of whom, Emma, died when

about six years of .age. This family came to the

United States in the spring of 1856, and located

in Rockton, 111., but two years later rented a farm
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in Owen Township. There the parents resided five

years and then purchased an eighty-acre farm in

Harrison Townsliip, paying 116 per acre for it. To

the original tract was added land from time to

time until at the time of Mr. Champion's death it

numbered two hundred and twenty-five acres. His

wife died on this farm in August, 1871, and his

second marriage was to Mrs. Sophia Diamond, npe

Newman, widow of John Diamond. Mr. Cliamp-

ion passed awa3-on January 1, 1890, when seventy-

six years of age, and his wife followed him to the

grave on the 22d of the following February.

The eight children of the first union are still

living and are as follows: James, a farmer in

Harrison, married Miss Mary Diamond and they

have two children, a son and daughter; Charles, a

contractor and builder, is a man of considerable

wealth; Mary Ann married Henry Gumnion, a

farmer near the town of Harrison; Elizabeth married

Joiin Carpenter, a farmer near Harrison; Abram
(our subject); Jane, now Mrs. James Oliver, of Har-

rison; Isaac, a wealthy farmer of I>urlingame, Kan.;

and Henr3', a carpenter of Chicago. Abram Cham-
pion started out at the age of twenty-five years as

an agriculturist, and it was quite natural that he

should choose that as his calling in life for he had

been trained to it from an early age, and his an-

cestors for generations had followed the same oc-

cupation. He first rented a farm in company with

his brother Isaac, the David Jewett farm, in Owen
Township, and this the3' conducted successfully-

for three years. Thej' next rented the farm of

James Champion for five years.

On Julj' 10, 1872, our subject married Miss Ida

F. Dobson, of Harrison, daughter of Edwin and

Elizabeth (Hamer) Dobson, the father a native of

New England, and the mother of England. After

this union, Mr. Champion and wife resided on the

Jewett farm, also the James Champion farm, and

then bought about one hundred and thirtj'-three

acres, for which he paid $1,000. He went in debt

for the most of it but has since added to this

tract until he now owns four hundred acres, all

under the plow except fift}- acres in timber and

seventy-five acres in pasture land. In 1882, he

built a barn 32x42 feet, and in 1890 he enlarged it

3Gx32. In 1885, his fine modern residence was

erected, and all his outbuildings are good and sub-

stantial. Mr. Champion has cleared most of his

land and marketed the wood in Rockton, Beloit

and Rockford. Ho raises all the small kinds of

grain, and keeps a dairy of sixteen cows, sending

the cream to the factory.

Mr. Champion's marriage resulted in the birtli

(if five children, viz: Lizzie M., Minnie ISL, Rena

JI., Nora J., and Edna F., all attending the district

school except Miss Lizzie, vvho is in the Rockford

Academy fitting herself for a teacher, and the baby.

Mr. Champion was formerly a Republican in poli-

tics, but he is now Independent. He is not the

^y^lrker he was at one time,on accouiit of an injury

received by a run-a-way team. Mrs. Champion

was a school teacher liefore her marriage and is a

lad^' of intelligence and a model wife and mother.

m.

1

ETER McGEACFHE derives a comfortable

) income from his farming operations, which

he is carrj-ing on very successfully in

Winnebago Township, Winnebago Countj'.

He is a representative of the Scotch element that

has played so important a part in the settlement

and develoi)ment of the Great West, and his

thrift and industry make him a most desirable

citizen.

Mr. McGeachie was born in Kintyre, Argyleshire,

Scotland, Ma^' 10, 1830, a son of Duncan McGeachie,

born in the same county as his son, and his father,

Archibald McGeachie, was, as far as is known,

born in the same place, and farmed on land owned

by the Duke of Argyle; he spent his entire life

there. The father of our subject, who died in

1848, was reared and married in his native place and

spent his entire life there, following the vocation

of a farmer. He was married to Ellen Ralston, a

daughter of Thomas and Margaret (Pickan) Ral-

ston; she came to America and spent her last j-cars

with her children, d^ing at the home of our sub-

ject in Februaiy, 1867. The parents were valued

members of the Presbyterian Church, and reared

seven children: Thomas, Archibald, Margaret, Dun-

can, Peter, Ellen and Barbara.
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Our subject was reared and educated in bis na-

tive place, attending tlie common schools and at

the same time assisting his father on the homo

farm until twenty 3'ears of age, when he commenced
farming for himself on land that his father and

grandfather had worked. In the j'ear 18G.3, he

gave up the lease, and, deciding to come to Amer-

ica, sailed from Liverpool on the vessel "New York"

and arrived at that city after an uneventful voy-

age. Coming direct to Winnebago County, ho

stopped for a time with liis brother in Roscoe, and

in January, 1861, bought the land included m his

present farm. Going to Kansas in February of

the same year, he shortly returned and located

on the same land where he has over since resided.

The farm is pleasantly located five miles west of

the Court House and is in a high state of cultiva-

tion, adorned with fruit and shade trees of various

descriptions, besides fine farm buildings, and every

part of the estate gives evidence of the prudence

and good judgment of its owner, and likewise

shows that he is a man of good taste and domestic

instincts.

Mr. McGoachie h.as had the assistance of a good

and faitliful wife since his marriage, January 10,

1865, to Ellen Campbell, the ceremony taking

place at Atchison INIo. Mrs. McGeachie was born

in Argyleshire, Scotland, March 4, 1844, and

lias borne her husband seven children: Donelda,

Mar}', Archibald, Barbara, Edward Peter, Grace N.

and Florence M. The father of Mrs. McGeachie

was Donald Campbell, born in Argyleshire, and his

father, Archibald Campbell, was in early life a

merchant, later a farmer, and, as far as is known,

spent his entire life in his native land. Donald

Campliell was reared to agricultural pursuits and

resided in Argyleshire until 1851, when he sailed

from Glasgow in the sailing-vessel "Allen Kerr" to

America, accomiianied by his wife and five of his

seven children. After a voyage of seven weeks,

they landed at (Quebec, and thence came directly

to Illinois, settling in DeKalb County, where he

bought a tract of land and engaged in farming

for nine years. At tlie expiration of that time,

Mr. Cami)liell moved to Lyon County, Kan., on a

tract of land, but ho sickened, and died two or

three weeks after his arrival in that State. The

maiden name of his wife was Barbara McGeachie,

a native of Scotland and a daughter of Archibald

McGeachie. After the death of her husband, she

bought a home in the village of Plymouth, Kan.,

which was then but a hamlet, and has there resided

since. The names of her children are Mary A.,

Catherine, Barbara, Neil, Malcolm, Jessie and

Ellen, respectively.

Our subject and his estimable wife are members

in good standing of the First Presljyterian Church

of Rockford.

GE0R<;E S. ELLIS, a prominent figure among

^
the liusiness men of Rockton, has for many

I years been engaged as a blacksmith, in

which department of trade he has acquired a good

understanding of all its details. He is a man who
attends strictly to business, and bears the reputa-

tion of being reliable and worthy of being trusted

in any business which his judgment may justify

him in undertaking. Our subject, who was born

in Canada in September 1840, is the son of David

Ellis, a native of New York who emigrated to Can-

ada, where he resided for a number of years and in

1845 came with his family to Owen Township,

Winnebago County. He departed this life two

years later, leaving his widow with eight children.

George S. Ellis was the fourth son and seventh

child in the parental family, six of whom still sur-

vive. The mother, whose maiden name w.as Maria

S|iencer, departed this life at the home of her

daughter in Harrison Township, this county, in

1850, when forty-eight years of age. Our sub-

ject was thus wholly orphaned when nine years of

age and from that time he has had to "paddle his

own canoe." He obtained his schooling after

leaving home by working for his board and attend-

ing school during the winter. When seventeen

years of age, he rented land and ong.aged in farm-

ing on his own account.

In 1861, he of whom we write and Miss Ruth,

daughter of William Knajip, were united in mar-

riage. The young couple located in Rockton in

the fall of 1864, where our subject was for seven

years engaged in teaming, and in 1M71 purchased.
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for $400, a half interest in the blacksmith business

of Arthur Stiles. Five j'ears later, he bought out

his partner, since which time he has built up a

lucrative trade as village blacksmith. He has

acted in the capacity of "mine host" of each of

the hotels here for about two years, and has served

as a member of the Village Board for four years and

School Director some ten 3-ears.

Five children have been granted Mr. and Mrs.

Ellis, one of whom, a son Jesse, died when two and

a half 3'ears of age. Those living are Emma, now
Mrs. Byron Estes of Beloit, Wis.; Lena, who mar-

ried E. P. Shotliff, of Rockton; William and Flora.

Although our subject usuall}- casts a Republican

vote, he reserves a right to vote for the man whom
he considers will best fill the oflice. He is a great

lover of horses and possesses one of the most

promising stock animals in this section, a very

swift pacer. Mrs. Ellis is a consistent and devoted

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

!^+^

i

oil's T. PARKER. The old Bay State has

furnished to Boone County a number of rep-

resentative citizens, among whom may be

mentioned John T. Parker, who died at his

home in Spring Township, June 12, 1892. In

everything connected with the growth and pros-

perity of the county he took an active interest,

and as a tiller of the soil ever stood in the fore-

most ranks.

Born in Worcester County, Mass., in the town

of Fitchburg, October 27, 1810, our subject was

the son of Samuel and Lydia (Allen) Parker, na-

tives of Massachusetts, and the father of English

descent. The Parkers were New Englanders and

for the most part followed agricultural pursuits

for a livelihood. Samuel Parker died in Illinois

when sixt3'-tliree years of age, and his wife re-

ceived her final summons in New York State when

eighty years of age. Our subject's maternal

grandfather was a valiant soldier in the Revolu-

tionary War and participated in the battle of Lex-

ington.

The original of this notice was one of thirteen

children, three of whom arc living. One sister

resides with our subject and another sister makes

her home in the Empire State. John T. Parker

remained at home until twent3-onc years of age.

and up to that time worked with his fatlicr at the

carpenter's and joiner's trade. He liieii started

out to make his own way in life and went to

Pennsylvania, where for three years he was en-

gaged in building mills, lie subse(iuentl\- tried

his hand at dressing feathers, and after working at

that for some time with an uncle and putting in

nearly all of his hard-earned monc}-, he decided to

quit and embark in other enterprises more suited

to his taste. After this, he was in llie .--aw-niill

business for a number of months but later returned

home and there followed the trade of a cari)enter

until the spring of ISili, when he made his advent

into the State of Illinois.

Previous to this, on the 3d of Septemljer, 1837,

he was wedded to Miss Eunice Lindsay, a native

of Otsego County, N. Y., born September 3, 1813,

and one of twelve children, four now living, born

to David and Jemima (Crane) Liuds.ay, also na-

tives of the Empire State. Her father died in

Madison County, N. Y., when eightjr j-ears of age,

and his wife passed away in Minnesota. At tiie

above-mentioned date, 1846, our subject, with his

father and family, came by way of the Erie Canal

and Lakes to Chicago, and there hired a team to

take thein to near Belviderc, Boone County. In

that place, on account of sickness, they reuKiiiic(l

two months, and there our subject's father and

only child died.

Later, Jlr. Parker and his wife settled on rented

land and in 1848, having accumulated consider-

able means by their frugality and industry, they

bought the farm where they spent their remaining

years. He first pre-empted eighty acres but later

added forty acres to this, thus making a snug farm

of one hundred and twentj^ acres. He first erected

a small frame house, in which they lived for jears,

and in 1861 built the present substantial building.

To the original tract, he added enough to make

one hundred and sixty acres, which is now wt.irtli

fully $65 per acre, and he put in over -^1,500 worth

of tiling. The farm is one of the most productive

and best improved in the county. His early

market was Chicago and often he was eight or
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nine days on the trip. He was thrifty and enter-

prising, no doubt inlieriting his energy from his

sturdy and energetic ancestors, and his ability as

an agriculturist was well known.

C)wing to his intelligence and superior ability,

Mv. Parker was called upon to occupy most of the

local ofKces of the township and discharged the

duties of the same in a very creditable manner. He
affiliated with the Democrats up to the formation

of the Republican party, with which ho afterward

voted. His first Presidential ballot was cast for

Andrew Jackson. He had several nephews, Park-

ers, in the Civil War, and some of them laid down
their lives for the Stars and Stripes. On the 3d of

February, 1891, Mr. Parker was called upon to

mourn the loss of his affectionate wife, who jiassed

away at the old home place. She was an excellent

woman and well worthy the esteem of all. They

had two children: Harriet, who died as above-

mentioned, at ]5elvidere, and Henry L., who died

before the family left New York State. Little

more than a year after the death of his wife. IMr.

Parker closed his eyes on the scenes of earth and

passed to the Great Beyond June 12, 1892. To the

last, he retained his deep interest in the welfare of

his community and fellow-citizens, and was quite

hearty and active, notwithstanding his advanced

age. His friends will be pleased to notice his

portrait on another page of this volume.

O. N. AVALL, the practical and fashion-

able tail()r, whose artistic cuts and perfect

lits are kiK)wn tiiroughout the aristocratic

liortion of the city, is located over No-

324 East State Street, where he keeps employed

from four to sis of the most skilled workmen.

Among his permanent customers are many of

Rockford's best dressed citizens, who thoroughly

aj^preciate and understand the merits of a first-

class tailor, and who find in Mr. Wall's establish-

ment not only the best goods in the country, but a

place where the style and trimming of a garment

is a matter of careful study.

Mr. Wall was originally from llelsingland.

Sweden, born September 1, 1846, and while grow-

ing up learned the tailor trade. He was left an

orphan when but a boj', his parents having died

when comparatively young people. His father,

Gust Nordenvall, was a prominent man in his

communit}', holding many minor oiHces, such as

town clerk, and organist in the State Cliurch. The

mother, who died when about thirty-two years of

age, was a Lutheran in her religious convictions

and a devout and worthy Christian. They were

the parents of two children, but only our subject

is now living. The other, Gust, was a married man
and died in Chicago, leaving a widow and two

daughters. Gust Nordenvall, Sr., was three times

married and had children by each wife. To liis

last union was born a daugiiter, Anna, who is now
the wife of Mr. Hess, the Methodist clergj'man of

the Swedish Church of Rockford.

It was in the year 1865 that Mr. Wall crossed

the ocean to America and he first followed his trade

in Brooklyn, N. Y. Later he was in business in

different cities of that State and Pennsylvania, but

in 1877 he came to Rockford, 111., and in partner-

ship with George Johnson established a merchant

tailoring establishment on East State Street. They

continued together until January 1, 1885, since

which time Mr. Wall has continued the business

alone. He is a live, energetic business man and one

of the leading exponents of the merchant tailor's

art in the city. By industry and good business

management he has Ijeen unusually successful and

is now the owner of some valuable improved prop-

erty' in the city, besides a comfortable home at No.

302 North Fourth Street. He also owns stock in

the Standard Furniture Company, and the Rock-

ford Manufacturing Company of the city.

Mr. Wall was married in Brooklyn, N. Y., June

6, 1869, to Miss Ida Hult, a native of Kalmar Lan,

Sweden, born in March, 1847, and who came alone

to the United States in 1866. Her father died in

Sweden and her mother subsequently came to the

United States, being now a resident of Jamestown,

N. Y. Mrs. Wall's brother, Capt. C. A. Hult, now

a resident of Jamestown, N. Y., was tlie first of the

family to come to this country. He fought for the

Union during the Rebellion.

Mr. and Jlrs. AVall became the }iareuts of five chil-
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dren, two of whom died in infanc.y. Those living

are: Annfi W., attending business college; Walter

C. G., and Louis AV. Socially, Mr. Wall is a Knight

Templar in the Masonic fraternity, and, i)olilicall3-,

he is an active worker for the Republican party

whose principles he advocates. He and his wife

are members of the Swedish Methodist Cluu'ch and

he is an oHicial in the same.

LEXANDP:R ANDERSON.a retired llorist,

whose commodious and pleasant residence

is at No. 714 North First Street, came to

this city in ISLay, 1853, and was first en-

gaged as a flower gardener by Mr. Townsend, with

whom he remained for a number of years. He was

subsequently with Mr. M.Starr, another old settler

of the city. Later still, he worked for others, in-

cluding G. A. Sanford, and Emerson & Company,

remaining with this company for fourteen years.

In this way he has passed his life thus far and has

saved a fair amount of his income, the same he

is now enjoying. He has been overseer for the

East Side Park for a number of years and holds

that position at the present time. He is well

known in Rockford, and is well liked by all.

Mr. Anderson claims Sweden as his native land,

and was born in Wester Gothland, of that country,

October 12, 1823. He remained thereuntil twenty-

nine years of age, and in the spring of 1852 he

left home and friends to seek his fortune in the

States. On the 2d of Jul}' of that .year, he reached

Boston and came thence to Chicago by cars, mak-

ing the distance in Ave days. After about a year

spent in the vicinity of that city he came on to

Rockford.

He was the only one of his family to set foot on

American soil, and the j'oungest of seven children

born to his parents, Andrew S. and Breta (Hallen-

berg) Anderson, natives of Sweden, in which

country both received their final summons, the fa-

ther dying when about eighty-nine years of age

and the mother also when quite aged. The family

were all members of the State Church of Sweden.

Our subject was married in Rockford to Miss

Erica Peterson, who was born in Wester Gothland,

Sweden, July 4, 1833, and whose parents, Peter

Maline and Ingra M. (Hollemberg) Peterson, were

also natives of that country. Tliey pas.scd tlicir

entire lives there, the father engngcd as a fannei-,

and both lived to be quite old people. Mrs.

Anderson passed her youthful days in her native

province, and in 1855, witli her si^Ul•, Innni (whu

is now deceased, having died in linckfuid after

her marriage), came to the United States and settled

in Rockford, III. She was married shortly after-

wards, or in 1857, to Mr. Anderson, and bore him

live children, one deceased, Olivia I... who (Mvd

when about four years (if age. Those children

living arc: Edward, in business in Belvidere, mar-

ried Miss Ida Lindenle; Selma A'., wife of .loim

Hult, a carver in the furniture factory; Victor L.,

a machinist with the Nelson Knitting Company,

married Miss Jennie Lundine, and Mary at home, a

seamstress and dressmaker. All the family are

members of the First Lutheran Church, Mr. and

Mrs. Anderson being among the older members of

the same. Mr. Anderson is an ardent Republican

and cast his first Presidential vote f(.ir Abraham

Lincoln.

FLETCHER COFFIN. The agricultural ele-

ment that has been so largel}' instrumental

in the upbuilding of Winnebago County

is well represented by this gentleman, who is one

of the foremost farmers and stockraisers of Burritt

Township, where he owns a large and valuable

farm. Mr. Cottin was born November G, 1841, in

Roscoe, this county, a sou of Henderson W. Coffin,

born in Newport, Ilei-kimer Countj, N. Y., and he

in turn was a son of Isaac, who was born in the

town of Deerfield, Herkimer Count}', N Y. His

father, the great-grandfather of our subject, was

from New England and was one of the first settlers

of the town of Deerfield. He cleared a farm from

the wilderness and resided there until liis death.

Isaac Coffin was reared on a farm and always fol-

lowed farming .as a vocation, assisting in clearing

seven different farms. From Herkimer County, he

went to St. Lawrence County about the year 1839,

bought a tract of timber land, and with the assist-
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ance of his sons cleared it and spent his remaining

days tliere. His wife was known iu her maiden

days as Peggy Patton ; she was a native of Eastern

New York and the daugliter of a Revolutionary

soldier. She passed away in St. Lawrence County'.

The father of our subject went to Canada when
a young man and there learned the trade of a

brickmaker with his brother Horace. From there

they came to Illinois in 1838, and located in Win-
nebago County, Henderson still remaining in

the employ of his brother. Sometime later, he

started in fanning for himself and went to Beloit,

prospecting for a short time, and then established

a brickyard. He had previous to this time entered

a tract of Government land in what is now Burritt

Township, and in 18G0 settled on that land. There

he engaged in farming some years, then removed
to Winnebago Township, and bought a tract of

land and made his home thereon until his death in

May, 1876. Tlic maiden name of his wife was

Mary II. Kenear; slie was born in New i'ork State

and now makes her home iu Rockford. The father

of oursubject wasa very industrious man, possessed

of good judgment, and was one of the most suc-

cessful farmers in the county, and at one time

owned upwards of one thousand acres of land.

Our suliject is one of eleven children born toliis

parents and he received Jiis education in the pul)-

lic schools of this county. Reared to farming [lur-

suits, he lias always ft)llowed that vocation and is

now the owner of a line tract of laud comprising

two hundred and forty broad and fertile acres

which are finely improved, and good and substan-

tial buildings are erected thereon.

The date of the mari-iage of our subject and

Miss Ilairiet Keeling w.as December 22, 1879. Mrs.

CoUin was born in Philadeli)hia, Pa., and is a daugh-

ter of .Tcilm Keeling, who was born near Liver-

pi "il, I';nghuul, nnd a son of William and Harriet

Keeling. Tlie grandfather of jMrs. Cotlin was a

tailor by trade and on coming to America settled

iu Philadeliihia and followed his trade there some

years. From tliere he came to Rockford, and re-

sided here until his duatli. His son John learned

tiie trade of a tailor and also followed it for some

time after coming to America. He is still a resi-

dent of Rockford and is mjw engaged as a house

decorator. The maiden name of his wife was

Elizabeth Taylor, a native of England, and a

daughter of William Taylor, and came to this

country with a brother and sister.

Our subject and his estimable wife have had liorn

to tiieni two children: Gertrude May and Alta

Marie. Mr. Collin votes the Republican ticket in

politics.

^p^ FORGE A. AYADDELL, who resides on

Il
(=- section 32, (iuilford Township, is an enter-

'^^j! prising and representative agriculturist of

Winnebago County, and one of the worthy citi-

zens that the Empire State has furnished to Illinois.

He was born in the town of Bethel, Sullivan

County, N. Y., April 1, 1853, and is of Scotch de-

scent. His paternal grandfather was born in Scot-

land, and came to America accompanied by liiswife

and one son. He located in Sullivan County and

there purchased a farm, upon which he spent the

remainder of his life. .Tames Waddell, father of

our subject, was a native of Sullivan County and

was there reared and aciinircd a common-school

education. On attaining his majority, he was

joined in wedlock with Mar3' J. Breakey, also a na-

tive of that county and a daughter of John and

Elosia Breakey. The maternal grandfather of our

subject was born on the Emerald Isle and was of

Scotch descent. His wife was a native of New
England. Blr. and Mrs. Waddell began their do-

mestic life upon the farm in Bethel Township

where the former now resides. His wife was called

to her final rest in 1874.

We now take up the personal histtu'y of George

A. Waddell, whose boj'hood and youth were passed

in the usual manner of farmer lads. He aided in

the labors of the farm during the summer mouths

and in the winter season attended the district

schools of the neighborhood. Remaining under

the parental loof until he had attained his major-

ity, he then started out in life for himself and went

to Orange County, N. Y., where the succeeding

year and a half of his life were passed. On the ex-

piration ui that period, he determined to try his
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fortune in Illinois, and emigrated to Winnebago

Count}', where he was employed as a farm hand for

a month and a half. He then rented land, and it

was not until 1888 that he purchased the farm on

which he now resides.

As a companion and heli)niato on life's jouiney,

Mr. Waddell chose Miss Minnie C. .Seoville, a. na-

tive of Ogle County, 111., and a daughter of

Stephen T. and Lucy (Preston) Seoville. Iler par-

ents are mentioned elsewhere in this work in con-

nection with the sketch of Hon. II. C. Seoville.

The union of our subject and his wife was cele-

brated in 1879, and the worthy couple are held in

high regard throughout this community. They

are both memters of the Centennial Methodist

Church of Rockford, and, in politics, Mr. Waddell

is a Republican but has never sought or desired

public otlice, preferring to give his entire time and

attention to his business interests. On removing

to the farm, he erected good buildings and has

made many other improvements, which have

greatly increased its value and made it a desirable

place of residence. His home is pleasantly and

conveniently situated about three miles and one-

half from the court house.

-^•f^^-
'jf^jGBERT PHELPS, who is the oldest native-

ly born citizen of Winnebago County now
/i'—--ij residing within its limits, was the owner and

occupant of two hundred and forty acres of ex-

cellent land in Owen Township. His portrait and

life sketch will therefore possess unusual interest

for the reader. His birth occurred in Rockford

Township, April 20, 1837. while his father, John

Phelps, was born and reared in St. Albans, Vt.

The latter-named gentleman was a carpenter by

trade, and when a young man removed to Buffalo,

N. Y., where he was engaged in that line of work

for a time, and early in 1836 came West to the

Territor}' of Michigan, where his marriage oc-

curred.

Immediatel}' after that event, the young couple

started for the Prairie State, making the journey

overland with a team. Their first stop was made
at Paw Paw Grove, where Mr. Phelps left his wife,

39

and, starting out to seek a location, came to Win-

nebago County when Rockford contained Init a

few families, and the Government surveys to the

land in the surrounding country had not 3'et been

completed. Deciding to locate in Rockford, he

purchased property on South Se(«nd Street, oi)po-

site the present site of the Centennial Metliodist

Episcopal Church, and, bringing his wife hither,

they established themselves in this community.

Mr. Phelps prosecuted his trade there until 1810.

when he removed to what is now Cherry A'alley

Township, and making settlement on a tract of

Government land, erected a log house and com-

menced the work of subduing nature, erecting a

cabin and improving his farm. He worked at his

trade a part of each year for some time, and occu-

pied that farm until 18G4, when he sold it and re-

moved to Pecatonica Village, and was there for a

number of years engaged in the hardware business.

He later became identified with the business inter-

ests of Davis, Stephenson County, where he carried

on a profitable lumber trade. On account of fail-

ing health, however, he was compelled to retii-e

from active work, and died in the village of Du-

rand, July 7, 1874.

Mrs. Lucretia (Kimball) Phelps, the mother of

our subject, was born in the Green Mountain State

and now resides with her son at Plymouth, Mo.

She became the mother of the foUovving-named

four children: Egbert, John A., Hannibal, and

Helen M., who became the wife of O. H. Davis, and

died at Durand. The original of this sketch was

ten years of age when he was brought to Cherry

Valley Township, and after attending the schools

first in Rockford and then in that township, en-

tered the High School in Rockford. He assisted

his father on the farm, and remained at home un-

til twenty-two years of age, when he wasemplo3ed

at surveying in and around Rockford for two

years.

In 1863, our subject enlisted in Company K,

Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, and served until af-

ter the close of the war, most of the time being

under Pope in Missouri, Arkansas and Kansas,

fighting the guerrillas and bushwhackers, which was

the most dangerous kind of warfare. In Decem-

ber, 1865, he was discharged, and returning home.
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engaged in teaming at Pecatonica. Two years

later, lie settled upon the farm which he now owns

and occupies, and on which may be found all the

luiildin.2:s necessary for carrying on a first-class

estate.

The ceremony which united Jliss Mary E. Brown

and Egbert Phelps was performed November 29,

18(){). The lady was liorn in Owen Township, this

county, September 12, 1843, and was the only

daughter of Mowry and Lucy (Pease) Brciwn, for

a further sketch of whom the reader is referred

to the liiography of R. E. Brown. The two

children comprising the liousehold of our subject

and his wife are Charles E. and Zora E. Republi-

can in politics, Blr. Phelps takes an active interest

in all local affairs. Socially, he is a member of

Nevius Post No 1, G. A. R.,while Mrs. Phelps is con-

nected with tlie Woman's Relief Corps, of Rock-

ford.

)ENJA:MIN F. GARRETT, one of the enter-

\'H pi'igiug farmers of Guilford Township,

Winnebago County, has demonstrated the

fact that perseverance and zeal will prevail

to conquer circumstances and gain a competence

for him who exercises those qualities. He now
owns two hundred acres of fine land. All of the

improvements—and they are man}' and excellent

—

have been made by the present owner of the farm

and reflect credit upon his judgment and thrift.

Born July 10, 1835, in Lake County, Ohio, our

subject is the youngest son of Thomas and Mar-

garet (Kewish) Garrett, whose history will be

found in the biography of Robert Garrett on an-

other page of this volume. Benjamin was three

years of age when his parents came to this county,

so he has but little recollection of other than his

adopted home. He began working on the farm as

soon as old enough and, making his home with his

parents until his marriage, then rented land until

186t.

In August of the above-named j'ear, Benjamin

Garrett enlisted in C'ompany B, One Hundred and

Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry, and served his coini-

tr>' faithfully and well until the close of the war.

when he received his honorable discharge in Au-

gust of 1865. Returning home, our subject engaged

in work at the carpenter's trade in partnership

with his brother Robert, and a twelvemonth later

purchased the farm where lie now resides. There

was on tlie place a house 14x20 feet in dimensions,

also a board stable. Mr. Garrett added to his

proi)erty until his estate now includes two hun-

di'ed acres, which its owner has beautified by plant-

ing ornamental fruit and shade trees and ei'ecting

a good set of buildings thereon.

Miss Esther A. Hayes was married to our subject

in 1860; she is a native of this county and town-

ship, her birth having occurred in Jul}^, 1849. Her

father, Samuel Baker Hayes, was born, reared and

married in Connecticut, whence he removed to

Canada, purchasing a farm near St. Thomas. His

wife dying at that place, he later married the

mother of Mrs. Garrett, whose maiden name was

Catherine Grovero. She was a native of Canada

and of French ancestry. In the fall of 1838, the

parents of Mrs. Garrett came to Winnebago

County, where the father purchased a claim to a

tract of Government land on section 17, Guilford

Township. There he erected the log house in

whicli Mrs. Garrett was born and in which the

family resided until the decease of the parents.

Our subject and his wife have one son, Bruce

II. Mr. Garrett is a member of Nevius Post No. 1,

G. A. R., and in politics casts a straight Reiiulilican

vote.

//^J
II'^l^'^^^^ ^I- KKKLER h.as the honor of

(l( claiming Bclvidere as his native city. He
^^^J here first opened his eyes to the light of

day, October 31, 1857. His grandfather, Calvin

Keeler, was a farmer and spent his last years in

Cortland County, N. Y., where Milton E. Keeler,

father of our subject, was born. He there resided

until sixteen years of age, when, in 1849, he left

the parental roof and came to Illinois, where he

engaged in clerking until the war. In September,

1862, he joined the boys in Ijlue of Company B,

Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry, and was mustered in

as First Lieutenant. He participated in the Yicksburg

campaign, and the Red River expedition, and after
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serving two years returned home, having resigned

on account of ill-health. lie then embarked in the

mercantile business iu Belvidere and continued

operations in that line until 1871, when he pur-

chased the creamery at Garden Prairie and con-

ducted that business until 1877. He then sold

and returned to Belvidere. He was elected County
Clerk in the fall of 1877, and so faithfully did he

perform his duties that he was re-elected at each

succeeding election, holding the office until his

death, which occurred January 29, 1884. Mrs.

Keeler still survives her husband. She bore the

maiden name of Louisa Owen and was born in

Cauandaigua, N. Y. Her father, Joseph Owen, was

a soldier in the War of 1812, and during his last

years received a pension in recognition of his ser-

vices. His father was one of the heroes of the

Revolutionary War.

Charles Keeler is one of eight children as fol-

lows: George II., Charles M., Willis E., Frank H.,

May B. Dunton, Helen L. Tousley, Grace M.

Dawson and Emma C.

Our subject acquired his early education in the

schools of Belvidere, and after the removal of the

familj- to Garden Prairie assisted his father in the

creamer_y. On returning to this city, he served as

Deputy County Clerk for four years, after which

he went t Chicago and was employed as assistant

book-keeper by the firm of Clement, Bane i Co.,

with whom he remained until his father's death,

when he was appointed to fill the unexpired term

of County Clerk. In 1884, he was elected to that

office, re-elected in 1886 and again in 1890, and is

the present incumbent.

Mr. Keeler was married, June 25, 1884, to Julia

Nixon, who was born at Kingwood, McHenry
County, 111., and is a daughter of the Hon. Alex-

ander H. and Frances (Condict) Nixon, who were

early settlers of McHenry County. Her fathei was

a man of prominence who served one term in the

Senate and three or four terms in the State Legis-

lature. He died during the war. B3- the union of

our subject and his wife have been born two inter-

esting children, Clara L. and Marguerite. The
parents are both members of the First Presbyterian

Church, and Mr. Keeler is Adjutant of the Illinois

Division Sons of Veterans. His etliciency as County

Clerk and his faithful performance of dul\' arc well

attested by his long continued service, which also

indicates his popularity and the high regard in

which he is held by all.

i

^1? AMES AUGUSTUS BENNETT, of Belvidere,

has for more than half a century resided in

Boone County, and is a worthy representa-

tive of one of its honored pioneer families.

His grandfather was a farmer of Gioton, Middlesex

County, Mass. His father was born in that local-

ity, and resided in Grotou until 1839, when, in the

month of May, he started Westward, accompanied

by his wife and four children. They went b}' way
of the Erie Canal from Alliany to Buffalo, where

they embarked on a steamer and in that way
reached Chicago, where Mr. Bennett purchased a

team of horses and a pair of oxen, and, attaching

them to wagons he had brought with him, made an

overland journey to Boone County. At that time

few improvements had here been made, the few set-

tlers lived in log cabins and their homes were widely

scattered. The family moved into a log house

with another family and there resided until fall,

when Mr. Bennett purchased a tract of land near

Newburg, where the^- spent the winter. He suf-

fered very much from .ague during the winter and

in the spring concluded to leave that location, so

purchased a tr.act of wild land on South Prairie,

now included in Flora Township. Buildinij a

barn, the family occupied that as a place of resi-

dence during the summer, while the house was

being moved from Newburg. Four years later, he

purchased a farm on the north bank of the Kish-

waukee River, a portion of which is now included

within the city limits, and erected a commodious
brick residence, frame barn and other buildings.

He made it one of the desirable farms of the local-

ity and continued its cultivation until his death in

18G8.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Mary Shattuck. She was born in Groton, Mass., and
died in .January, 1892. She had a family of seven

children, six of whom ijrcw to mature years: .Tames
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Augustus; Samuel, novv deceased; John H., a resi-

dent of Belvidei-e; Sarah J., who is hving in Bonus

Township; George, of Coffey County, Kan., and

Charles, a resident of Flora Township. Since the

death of Mrs. Bennett, the farm has been sold to the

Lincoln Avenue Land Company and it is platted

and known as Fair ^'i('W, and the company have

already sold a large number of lots.

The subject of this sketch was a lad >:>( only nine

years, when, with his ijareuts, he came to Illinois.

He remembers well many incidents of the long

journey. He was reared amid the wild scenes of

the frontier to habits of industry, and at an earl^'

.age became inured to the hard labors of the farm.

In the winter season he attended the schools of the

neighborhood, while in the summer months he

assisted his father in the cultivation of the land,

remaining under the parental roof until he had

attained his majority, when he started out in life

for himself. Since June, 1839, he has resided con-

tinuously in Boone Countj^, and is numbered

among its worthy pioneers. He has ever borne his

share in its upbuilding and advancement and is

recognized as a public-spirited and progressive

citizen of the community.

retired life in Rockford, was born near

L> \V Zanesville, Ohio, August 18, 1826, and is a

^ sou of David Irons, a native of Schuylkill

County, Pa., and was reared on a farm and worked

in a sawmill owned Ijy his father. About the time

the war broke out, he enlisted as a soldier of the

navy and fought in many engagements during

that second struggle for American independence.

On his return to Pennsylvania, he learned the

blacksmith's trade, which proved to him a lucrative

occupation. Subsequently, he removed to Ohio,

becoming one of the early settlers of Zanesville.

He there established a smithy and did much work

on the first bridge that spanned the Maskenyuns

River at that place. Subsequently, he purchased a

farm in Franklin County, Ohio, not far from

Columlnis, and carried that on in ctmnection witli

blacksmithmg. After some years he brought his

family, with teams, to Illinois in 1847, again be-

coming a pioneer. He settled on a farm in Shir-

land, where his death occurred when past the age

of seventy years. Ills wife survived him and died

at the home of her son Reuben, while the latter was

living in Clinton County, Iowa. She was then

sixty-eight jears of age. In the family were nine

children, all of whom grew to manhood and woman-

hood, while two sons and six daughters are yet

living.

The subject of this sketch remained upon his fa-

ther's farm in Ohio until nineteen years of age,

when he came to Illinois, locating in this county

in 1817. After some years he removed to Clinton

County, Iowa, where he spent sixteen years, after

which he returned to Illinois and made a settle-

ment in Cherr}^ Valley Township, where he carried

on farming. He is numbered among the honored

pioneers of the county and h.is borne the usual ex-

periences of frontier life. In those early days he

has hauled grain to Chicago and Milwaukee and

then frequentlj' received only twenty-five cents

per bushel for it. He began life empty-handed but

has worked his way upward to a position of afflu-

ence. He still owns some good property in Wood-

bury County, Iowa, two hundred and forty acres

of fine and well-improved land; and also has one

hundred and sixty acres near Huron, S. Dak., and

some property in Kansas. His proi^erty in Rock-

ford is quite valuable also.

Mr. Irons w.as married in this county to Miss

Eliza Atwood, who w.as born near Chatham, in the

Province of C)ntari(), Canada, March 23, 1830, and

is a daughter of Patten and Anna (Brooks) At-

wood, natives of Massachusetts and Canada, re-

spectivel3'. They were married in the latter coun-

try and settled not far from Chatham, where Mr.

Atwood engaged in the milling business for twelve

j'ears. In 1839, he came to the United States and

made a settlement in this count}', where he has

since resided, lie is now a well-to-do farmer of

Owen Township, and is eighty-seven years of age.

His wife died July 30, 1890, at the age of eighty-

three years, in the faith of the Baptist Church, to

which Mr. Atwood also belongs. He was an Aboli-

tionist and joined the Republican party on its

organization. For sixty- five years he and liis vvife
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traveled life's journey together and were highly

respected people. Unto them were born fifteen

cliildren, and, with the exception of one who died

in childhood, all are yet living and have married.

The eldest is sixt3'-live and the 3'oungest forty-one

years of age. They have all been quite successful

in life and the family is noted for longevity.

Mrs. Irons was the third in order of birth. She

was carefully reared and is a lady of noble and

generous character, held in high esteem bj' all.

With the Baptist Church she holds membership. By
her marriage she has become the mother of four

children, three living: Frank L., who was a farmer

of Marsliall County, Kan., wedded M. L. Scovill,

and passed away Nuvenilicr 10, 1^(91, at the age of

tliirt^y-eight j-ears, leaving three daughters; he

had buried a son Reuben nine months before his

death. Charles L. married Emma Alger and is a

farmer of AVoodbury County, Iowa; Anna E., wife

of Walter Belshaw, a carpenter residing in Oregon

City, Ore.; and Vina M., wife of Henry Foote, a

carpenter of the same place.

In politics, Mr. Irons is a Republican. He has

resided in this city for some seventeen years and

is now living a retired life at No. 410 North First

Street. He is numbered among the early settlers

of the count}' and since locating here more than

forty years ago has been identified with its up-

building and progress.

ORATIO C. DeMUNN, ex-Circuit Clerk of

)jj
Boone Count}', is at present residing in

Belvidere. He w.as born in Alexander,

Uj Genesee County, N. Y., November 12, 1824,

and is a son of .lohn UeMunn, who, as far as is

known, was born in New ^'ork State, of French

parents. The latter-named gentleman was well

educated and practiced law to some extent. He

was also engaged in agricultural pursuits on a farm

which he owned in the town of Alexander, where

his death occuried in November, 1826.

The maiden name of our subject's mother w.as

Clarissa Goodwill. She was born in Tolland

County, Conn., and was first married to William

C. Tisdale, by whom she became the mother of

seven children. By her union with Mr. DeMunn
four children were lH>rn. .She continued to reside

on the farm in Alexander until 18()0, when she

sold out and, moving one mile west, lived there

until 1865, which was the d.ate of her advent into

Boone County, where her decease occurred.

Horatio C. DeMunn received his early education

in the district schools of his native town, which

was later advanced by attendance at the Genesee

and Wyoming Seminary. When twenty years of

age, he began teaching school, and was so employed

until 1846, in C4enesee County. Our subject then

came to Boone County, settling in the town of Le

Roy, and, in addition to cultivating the soil, was

employed as a teacher until 18')7. That year

he received the appointment of Deputy Circuit

Clerk, which ottice he held until 1864, when he was

elected Circuit Clerk, being elected to that posi-

tion for three full terms of four years each. Since

that time he has served eitlier as Deputy or Assist

ant Clerk.

Miss Abigail Stackpole, who was l)0rn in the

town of Camden, Me., November 24, 1830, became

the wife of our subject in 1849. Her father, .James

Stackpole, was born in Belfast, Me., and w.as a son

of Aaron and Hannah (Young) Stackpole, natives,

also, of the Pine Tree State, where they spent their

entire lives. The parents of Mrs. DeMunn were

reared and married in Maine, and in 1838 went to

Wisconsin, traveling via Boston and Philadelphia

to Pittsburg, thence by way of the Ohio, Missis-

sippi and Illinois Rivers to Peru, this State, where

they engaged a team and went overland to the

Badger State, locating at Beloit. There the father

was engaged as a produce and provision merchant.

At that early day the land in Wisconsin and

Northern Illinois was very sparsely settled and

the greater portion of it w.as owned by the Gov-

ernment. Mr. Stackpole often teamed from Beloit

to the pineries, where he sold his provisions. In

1841, he purchased land in Manchester, Boone

County, where he made his home and operated a

f.arm until about 1852, when he went West to

Garnaville, Clayton County, Iowa, and for about

four years he carried on a thriving liusiness in

grain. From tliat place he went to Prairie du
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Cliien and became the possessor of one of the

islands in llie river in front of tliat cit^y, from

vvliicli lie snpplied the shippers of cattle witli hay

and grain. His deatli occurred in that place in

188G.

The maiden name of the mother of Mrs. DeMunu
was Eliza Danton. She was born in AValdo, Me.,

and was the daughter of Isaac and Abigail Dunton.

Her death occurred in Beloit, in 1840. The four

children born to our subject and his wife are George;

Ella, Mrs. George Vickers; Kittic, the wife of L.

C. Palmer; and Gertrude. Our subject has cast

a Republican vote since the formation of the party,

and has aided in many ways in the uiibuilding of

his community.

^ lUFUS W. GRAVES, who owns two hun-

dred and forty acres of land on section 1 1

,

Roscoe Township, Winnebago Count}', was

)@: born in Norwich, Chenango Count}', N. Y.,

in the region which he thinks the most desolate in

this fair land. His grandfather, Israel Graves, a

native of Connecticut, was one of the pioneer set-

tlers of Norwich. He married Lydia Wells and

they reared four sons and three daughters. One of

the latter is still living. Mr. Graves died in Rock
County, Wis., at an advanced age, and his wife

passed aw.ay in Ohio.

Obed Graves, father of our subject, w.as tlie third

ciiild in that family and was b(.irn in Cortland

County, N. Y., in 17'J7. He was reared as a

laborer and for some }-ears followed teaming.

When a young man, he married Allie Monroe, who
at a ver}' earl}- age was left an orphan in Cortland

County. They came West from Chenango County
in September, 1817, settling in Roscoe Townshiii.

Their eight sons and one daughter were all born

in Chenango County. One son died in infancy

but the others grew to mature years. ]\Ir. Graves

engaged in fanning on rented land for some time

and spent the last ten years of his life with his son

at his present home. His death occurred in De-

cember, 1889, at the age of ninetj'-three. He re-

mained physicallj' strong up t<i the last, but two

3'cars before his death liis mind gave way. His

wife died in March, 1887, at the age of eighty-four

jears. Four children of the family are yet living:

Perry O., a farmer of Wisconsin; Rufus W.; Cal-

ferna, widow of Spencer Brown and a resident of

Minnesota; and George, who makes his home in

Beloit, Wis.

Our subject was reared in his native State, and

in 184G came to Illinois by way of the Erie Canal

and the Great Lakes. He had embarked for Racine,

but a heavy gale was encountered and the passen-

gers were landed at Chicago. Mr. Graves was mar-

ried on the 2.5th of February of that 3ear to .Tulia

A. Thornton, of Norwich, N. Y., daughter of Smith

D. and Asha (Bolton) Thornton, who were among
the early settlers of Roscoe Township. The .young

couple on reaching their destination had only

money enough to buy a 114 cow and a fifteen-cent

skimmer. Tiiey commenced keeping house in a log

cabin with his eldest brother, who had come to the

county in 184.5. For ten yeais Mr. Graves rented

land .and then worked on the railroad for two

years. His first purch.ase of land consisted of

twelve and one-half acres, and he also bought a

third interest in a house. He next purchased fifty-

five acres, the old Thornton homestead, wliich his

father-in-law had entered from the Government.

He then bought his present home, which j^et con-

tains two hundred and forty acres, although he

has given flfty-five acres to his eldest son, fiftj'

acres to his daughter, and has sold forty acres.

Mrs. Graves was called to her final rest in Sep-

tember, 1890, at the age of sixt3'-two j'ears, leav-

ing two sons and a daughter: Orlando, a resident

of Beloit, Wis.; F'rances, wife of George Much-

more, who resides on an adjoining farm; and .T.aj',

who operates the home farm. Jay married Laura

Frank, a native of New York, born of German
parentage.

Mr. Graves is now serving as Rtiad Commis-

sioner, which position he has held for thirty years,

and for twelve years he h.as been Justice of the

Peace. This statement is the highest testimonial

which could be given of his eflicicnt and faithful

service. In politics, he was a Democrat until ap-

]ioin ted to solicit subscriptions for bounty money

to send men to the front during tiie late war. He
found that the Republicans subscribed willingly,
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while nearly every Dcmocnit refused, or gave

grudgingl}', and :^ince that experience, Mr. Graves

has been a stalwart Republican. His life has been

well and worthily spent and he is now enjoying a

well-earned rest. He has the confidenee of all

with whom he has been brought in contact, and is

held in iiigh regard b}' his many friends.

-«lv.>te^te^k^Mk^.^ha »-,—:—-,

IHLETUS S. DOOLITTLE, one ot the

prominent and honored pioneers, in fact,

'i^ p^ the earliest settler of Harlem Township,

Winnebago County, now residing on sec-

tion 19, was born in Boston, Erie Countj', N. Y.,

August G, 1811. His father, Calvin Doolittle, was

born in the Green Mountain State and was a son

of Amzi Doolittle, also a native of "\'ermout. His

mother, Susanah Cary, was born in "Westfield,

Mass., and was married October 12, 1801. Her

parents were Richard and Marsina (Ford) Car}-.

The father was a Revolutionary soldier who served

under Gen. Washington. Amzi Doolittle, on re-

moving to New York, settled in the town of

Nelson, Madison County, and in the midst of the

forest hewed out a farm, upon which he made his

home until the year 1820, when he started West-

ward, journeying with a team to Morgan County,

111. He bought Government land and then started

to return to the East for his family, but was taken

sick before reaching home and died in Indiana.

His wife, who bore the name of Mary Ilazelton,

died in Austin, Erie County, N. Y.

The father of our subject was reared to man-

hood in the Empire State and settled in the town

of Boston, Erie County. Subsequently, he became

a resident of Pennsylvania, where he made his

home until 1823, when he went to Cattaraugus

County, N. Y., where he resided about twelve

years; he then came to Michigan, where he re-

sided for two years, and from there to Illi-

nois, locating in what is now Harlem Township,

Winnebago County. He made a claim, purchasing

the land of the Government at the land sale in

Galena, when it came into market. Some lime

later he removed to Guilford Townshii), where he

purchased a farm, on which he made his home un-

til called to his linal rest.

Our subject spent the first nine years of his life

in the State of his nativity and then accompanied

his parents to Mercer Count3-, Pa. After three

3'ears, they became residents of Little \'alley, Cat-

taraugus Count}', N. Y., where they lived until

183S, which year witnessed their removal to Mich-

igan. Mr. Doolittle remained there two years, and

in 1837 came to Illinois. He made the entire dis-

tance with teams and after six weeks of travel

reached his destination. In Marcli, 1H37, he lo-

cated on the land wliich he now owns and occu-

pies. He entered it from tlie Government and

every improvement on the place is a monument to

his thrift and enterprise, for wlien he came into

the possession of his farm not even a furrow had

been turned upon it.

On September 11, 1834, Mr. ])oolittle wedded

Sail}' A. Knox, a native of Augusta, Niagara

Count}', N. Y., and a daughter of Elijah Knox.

She was killed b}' lightning in 18.j4r, leaving three

sons living: Russell C, Alonzo P., and Mj'ion H.

Edwin H. is deceased. Russell C, Alonzo P., and

Edwin H. served in the Union Army. On ISlay 6,

1857, our subject was again married, liis second

union being with Mrs. Paulina Arnold, who was

born in Essex County. Canada, and is a daughter

of Edward and Ann (Abbott) Reynolds. Her fa-

ther was born in Mercer Count}', Pa., and was quite

young when his parents, George and ,Taue (Morton)

Reynolds, removed to what is now IMichig.an, and

thence to Essex County, Canada, where they were

among the earlj' settlers. After his marriage, he

went with his wife to Ohio, and purchased a farm

in Cuyahoga Count}', upon which he made his

home until his death. In Canada, Paulina Rey-

nolds became the wife of David Arnold, who was

born in that country and there spent his entire life,

passing away in 1841. Three children were born of

that union: Solon F.; Ann J., who is now tlie wife

of Russell Doolittle, and William W.

Mr. Doolittle of this sketch bore all the usual

experiences and hardships of pioneer life. lie came

to this country at a very early day, when Chicago

was one of the nearest markets. The settlements

were few and far between and deer and other wild

game roamed over the prairies at will, lie lx>re

his share in the develoiuneiit and u[)biiildiiig of
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the eount3' and with the history of Harlem Town-
ship his name is inseparably connected. No otlier

man residing within its borders has so long there

made liis homo as Mr. Doolittle, and this work
would bo incomplete without his sketch. Our sult-

ject has held several offices, among which was

that of .Tiistice of tlie Peace for twenty-seven 3'ears,

and Sujiervisor two terras, and C^lerk and Treas-

urer of the Free-will Baptist Quarterly Meetings

for lliii'ty-fivo years.

•5'=S*= ./

UGUSTUS W. ROBINSON, one of the early

settlers of Flora Township, Boone County,

was born in the town of Atkinson, Pisca-

^jj) taquis County, Me., October 7, 1831, where

also his father, Elijah, and grandfather, Capt.

James Robinson, were born. The great-grandfa-

ther of our subject hailed from Scotland, and,

coming to America during Colonial times, located

in that part of the Massachusetts Baj' Colony now
included in the State of Maine. He was a seafar-

ing man and commanded a vessel.

Capt. James Robinson was Commodore of a ves-

sel, and during the War of 1812 was captured In'

the British but soon retaken by the French. Ho
then returned to Portland, .and, fitting up a priva-

teei-, commanded the vessel until the close of the

war. In 1844, he came to Illinois and purchased

land in this couuty in company witli his son-in-

law, Augustus Ilarron. Tliis was in Flora Town-
ship, wlioro ho was residing at the time of his

deooaso. The lady to whom he w.as married bore

the name of Sarah Mitchell; she was also a native

of Maine and died in this townsliip.

Elijah Robinson followed the sea until thirty-

flve years of age, and in the year 1842 came with

liis wife and six children to Illinois with teams,

and, after alx)ut eight weeks' travel, located in

Flora Townsliip. The family moved into a vacant

log house, the roof of which w.as covered with

shakes held in place with weight poles. Mr. Rob-

inson entered a tract of Government Land, atid

while the family were living in the log house, he

cut logs from his place which he drew to the mill

at Newburg, had tliem sawed and erected a frame

house. He improved the greater portion of his

land, upon which he resided for several years, then

selling out, removed to Hamilton Countj', Mo.,

where he spent the remainder of his d.a3S. His wife,

Miss Deborah A. C'ochran, was the daughter of

John Cochran and departed this life in Flora

Townsliip.

Augustus W. Robinson came to Illinois with his

parents when eleven 3'ears of .age, and lias witnessed

the entire growth and development of this section

of country. He attended the pioneer schools of

Flora Township, the first being taught in the log

house with home-made seats. He resided with his

father until eighteen 3'ears of .age, then went to

the pineries of Wisconsin and w.as emplo3fed in

chojiping until the following spring. He then

rafted lumber down the Wisconsin and Mississippi

Rivers for a time, and on returning home aided his

father in conducting the farm. Returning to the

pineries, he was there emplo3'ed for about three

years, and before reaching his majority had saved

money enough to pay for sixty acres of Land,

which were located on sections 27 and 34. He did

not locate on the proport3', however, and a few

months afterward traded for eighty acres on sec-

tion 22, where he made his liome for ten years.

This he sold, and now owns two farms in Flora

Township, on the southwest quarter of section 14,

where he is successfully engaged in mixed farming.

Mr. Robinson is now living retired in a ple.asant

home in Belvidorc.

Miss Mary, the daughter of David Russell, was

united in marri.age with our subject in 1852. She

was born in Vermont, while her father was a native

of Mass.achusotts. Mr. Russell removed to the

Green Mountain State in early life, where he re-

sided until 1835, then came overland with teams to

this State, being one of the first settlers in what is

now Franklin Township, Do Kalb County. He
made a claim to a tract of Government land when

it came into market, on which he erected a log

house where he lived for two years, at the end of

that time taking up his abode in this township,

where his deatli occurred. The maiden name of

his wife was Lydia Woodward; she was born in

Vermont and died on the home farm in this county.
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To Mr. and Mrs. Robinson have been born two

cliildrcn: Freddie, wlio died at the age of twenty

months, and Annie, whose death occurred when

seventeen months old. They have an adopted

daugliter, Maggie, now Mrs. Frank Weljbcr, Jr.

Our subject is a Republican in politics, and for four

years served on the County Board of Su]iervisors.

=(.5.^..}..i.^i^4.4..}.^F

GRACE BROWN. Like all other cities of

)\] note, Eockford has been built up by a class

of energetic men, among whom ma}' be

properl3- mentioned Mr. Brown, whose por-

trait and biographical sketch are here presented.

He is one of the charter members and Vice-presi-

dent of the Rockford National Pnink, which impor-

tant position he has held since its organization in

1871. He has also been a charter member of the

Forest City Insurance Compan}- and has served as

a member of its Board of Directors, and as Treasurer

and Vice-president of the company. lie waselected

President of the Skandia Furniture Company
at the time of its organization.

Born in Springfield, AVindsor County, Vt., June

24, 1824, our subject is the grandson of Elisha

Brown, who w.as, from the best information at

hand, a native of Winchendon,Mass., and of Eng-

lish ancestr3'. The latter-named gentleman was

a patriot of the Revolutionary War, participating

in the battle of Bunker Hill. He emigrated to the

town of Springfield in 1788, where he was among
the very early settlers. He jmrchased a tract of

land on the east side of the village, which he

cleared, and sold with the intention of going to

Western New York, but, lieing prevailed on by his

wife and friends to remain, he bought another

tract of timber land on the west side of the village.

This he improved and put under excellent cultiva-

tion and continued to reside upon it until his death,

September 10, 1827, when in his sevent_y-ninth

year.

The maiden name of the grandmother of our

subject was Merril Bates; she was born in Cohasset,

Mass., in 1754, and was also of English ancestry.

Her father was killed in the battle of Bunker Hill.

Mrs. Merril Brown dei>artod this life in Springfield,

Vt, August 22, 1851, after having attained the ad-

vanced .age of n inety-seven years.

Jonathan Bi'own, the father of him of whom we
write, was a native of Springfield, Xt., where his

birth occurred. Octolier 5, 171)G. His father oper-

ated a tannery and shoe f.actory in connection

with his farming interests, and the father of our

suliject learned the trade of a shoemakci under

him. After attaining his m.ajorit}', he was in the

employ of his father for five years, at the expira-

tion of which time he located on land given him

b.y the latter and which was located one and one-

half miles northwest of Springfield. He continued

to make his home on that estate for a number of

years, and later moving into the vill.age, lived

retired until his decease, August 8, 1878.

Hannah Stocker was the maiden name of our

subject's mother; she was born in Springfield, Vt.,

November 1, 1801, and w.as the daughter of Elijah

Stocker, a native of the B.ay Stale, and of English

ancestr}'. Mr. Stocker was a soldier in the Revo-

lutionary War, and, like manj- of the ancestors of

our subject, participated in the famous battle of

Bunker Hill. He was among the early settlers of

Springfield, where he departed this life in 1807.

He had married Sallie Scholey, who was born in

Lynn, M.ass., of Scotch ancestry. Hannah Stockes,

on the death of her husband, w.as married to a Mr.

Towne, and spent her last days in Windsor County,

Vt. The children of whom she became the mother

bore the respective n.ames of Emil3- Lois, Horace,

Henry (see sketch), Augusta, Homer, and Abbie.

The eldest child was born May 1, 1823, and died

December 17, 1824.

Horace Brown w.as reared and educated in his

native count}', and .assisted his father in operating

the home farm until re.aching his twentieth year.

He then engaged to work one summer for William

Thayer, whose daughter he afterward married. In

1845, he went to Lansingburgh, N. Y., where he was

engaged in the manufacture of oilcloth, continu-

ing to be thus employed until 1850, when he came

to Illinois to look over the country, with a view

to securing a location for his future home. He
came bj' the w.ay of the railroad to Buffalo, where

he embarked on the steamer "Niagara," Capt.

Pease commandiuii'. to Chican'o, which was then a
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city of about tliirt^' thousand population. From
tliere he went to Elgin, at that time the Western

terminus of the railroad, and thence by stage to

Roekford, a village of eighteen hundred. He
immediately secured two hundred acres of land in

wiiat is now New Milford Township, paying for

the same -^10 an acre. One hundred acres of this

tract was under cultivation, and he spent the first

winter on the farm. He then returned to Vermont

and was married, in Soptemlier, 1850, to Mar}' A.

Thayer. lie at once started with his bride for

Roekford, coming liitlier via the same route as

when making the tri)) alone, some time previously.

It was the intention of Mr. Brown to make his

permanent home upon the above-named farm, Init

as wheat at that time sold for fort^^-five or fifty cents

a busliel, and as tiiere was no market whatever for

corn, except as feed, he spent the winter in Rock-

ford. He returned to Lansingburgh, N. Y., and re-

sumed work in the oil-cloth factory, where he was

employed until llic fall of 18.52, when he again

came to Roekford and traded his farm for AVest

Side city property, opening up in the livery

business in partnership witli G. W. Reynolds. Mr.

Brown was thus successfully engaged for two

years, when ho disposed of liis interest in the busi-

ness and returned to his native town. After

spending tlie winter in the village of Springfield.

he purchased a farm near that village, which he

sold at a good profit a few weeks later. He then

became owner of a sawmill, which was operated by

water-power on the Bl.aek River, and at the same

time purchased a pleasant home in the village.

Later, he bought sixty acres of his Grandfather

Brown's homestead, in addition to which, he be-

came the owner of a like amount of timber land,

which w.as located three miles from the village.

In the fall of 1858, he disposed of his interests

in his native State, and in the spring of the fol-

lowing yi^ar came to Roekford, where he has been

a continuous resident since. When locating in

that section, Luke Joslin, the uncle of his wife,

owned a large tract of land, now known .as Park

Ridge. He deeded forty-four acres of his prop-

erty' to our subject, which is his present beau-

tiful hdMic. The Ridge extends from north tc>

south, with a wcstci-n slope, on the top of vvhicli

is located his commodious residence. This is a farm

structure of a modern style of architecture and

is finished and furnished in a style which indicates

that its inmates are people of culture and means.

The dwelling is so located that it commands a

magnificent view of the Rock River and also the

cit}', the interests of which he has been an active

factor in promoting.

i\Irs. Horace Brown was born in Springfield, Vt.,

and is the daughter of the Hon. William Tha^'er,

whose liirth occurred January 17, 1790, in Rock-

ingham, that State. His father, Capt. William

Thayer, w.as a native of Massachusetts and was

one of the early settlers in the town of Rocking-

ham, where he improved a fine farm and spent the

remainder of his days. The maiden name of his

wife, the grandmother of Mrs. Brown, was Susan

Lincoln; she was also born in Massachusetts, and

departed this life on the home farm in Rocking-

ham. The father of Mrs. Brown, when a 3'oung

man, joined the State militia, of which he was com-

missioned Captain. After his marriage, he located

in Springfield, Windsor County, and there operated

a tannery and was engaged in the manufacture of

shoes for a number of years. Desiring to pass his

remaining years on the old homestead in Rocking-

ham, he returned there and died December 23,

1853.

The maiden name of Mrs. Brown's mother was

Sarah Joslin; her birth occurred on the 15th of

August, 1794, in Winchend(m,Mass. Her father was

Peter Joslin, whose birth occurred October 12,

1759, in Lancaster, Mass. He was married, in 1786,

to Sarah Kidder, who was also a native of that

place, having been born August 30, 176 1. They

continued to reside in Winchendon some years

after their marriage, thence went to Walpole,

N. II., where they passed the remainder of their

life. Mrs. Sarah Thayer died January 5, 1858, in

Rockingham, after having become the mother of

the following six children: Sarah, Mary A., Her-

man, John, Harriet and George.

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Brown of this sketch have

one son living, William Th.ayer, who married

Mary L. Spalding, and has two children: Horace

Spalding, and Harriet Irene. He resides at Ken-

wood, Chicago, and is a man of broad and compre-
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liensivc business attainments. He is a member of

the firm of A. G. Spalding & Bros., wholesale and re-

tail dealers in sporting goods, with their main

otfice in New York and branch establishments in

London, Chicago and Philadelphia.

The eldest danghter of our subject, Alice C,

w.as born in Springfield, Vt., April 28, 18.56; she

married Duncan H. Ferguson, and died March 23,

1890, leaving one son, Donald Brown. Carrie A.,

the second daughter of our subject, was born .luly

27, 1860, and passed to the world beyond April

10, 1885. Our subject and his estimable wife are

infiuentiul members of the First Congregational

Church, to the support of which they are liberal

contributors.

In politics, Mr. Brown h.as been an ardent Re-

publican since the organization of that party. He
has been the recipient of many positions of trust

in local affairs, and for nine years was City Treas-

urer. Being of a retiring disposition, he has always

shrunk from notoriety and public notice, and al-

though he has often been urged by his friends to

allow the use of his name .as a candidate for the

highest office in the gift of his fellow-townsmen,

he has invariably declined. A man of decided

ability-, he is very popular with the people of this

city, and is well calculated to aid in the upbuilding

of a new country, being a citizm of sterling worth

and integrity.

^1 OHN BEATTIE, deceased. The subject of

this sketch was a man whose sterling worth

of character was recognized by all, and his

death, which occurred at his residence in

Rockford, on the 3d of December, 1889, was deeply

deplored by a large circle of friends and acquaint-

ances, as well as by his own immediate and sorrow-

ing household. For more than fifty years he had

been a resident of Rockford, and during his

whole life naught w.as ever said derogatory to his

character and honor. Kind and warm-hearted,

his memory will live in the hearts of the people

long after his body has moldered to dust. He
had a beautiful home in Rockford, and w.as sur-

rounded by all that made life enjoyable—domes-

tic happiness and prosperity', a clean conscience

and abundant means. To his inaise, it may be

said that his accumulations were made without

loss or injustice to others, and that he was strictly

upright and honorable in all his dealings.

Mr. Beattie was born in the North of Ireland,

on the 21st of ,Tune, ISll, and was of Scotch par-

ent.age. fii 1831, he left the land of his birth for

America, and, like so many other successful citi-

zens, his only patrimony was his vigor of body

and mind. He landed in the city of New York

and followed carpentering until the j-ear 1837,

when, in company with the late William Peters,

he moved to Rockford, where he became identi-

fied with the push and bustle of that frontier

town. Success followed his efforts, and he soon

became the owner of a block of land in the prin-

cipal part of the city, and this has been the home

of the family for many j'ears. He owned several

business houses on West State Street, also other

valuable property, and w.as one of the city's most

prosperous and thorough-going men. In politics,

he was a Republican.

Previous to coming to Rockford, iMr. Beattie

went to Canada, and w.as married in Niagara to

Miss Mary A. Davidson, who was then residing

with her brother at that pLace. Miss Davidson,

like Mr. Beattie, w.as of Scotch parentage, born in

the North of Ireland, Februar}- 2, 1815, and both

were reared in the same neighborhood. She came

with her husband to Rockford in 1838, and during

all the subserpient 3'ears stood side b^' side with

him in the journey of life. She survived him a

little over two years and died at her home in this

city on the 7th of December, 1891. She was

reared in the faith of the Episcopal Church and

was a most excellent wom.an. Mr. Beattie's p.ar-

ents were natives of Scotland, and were represent-

ative citizens of their community. P>oth were

members of the Presbyterian Church, and their

son, the subject of this sketch, also held member-

ship in the same. The latter was the only one of

the family to come to the .St.ates.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Beattie were born seven

children, but four of whom survive: Kidward W.,

a real-estate dealer, resides in Helena, Mont., is

quite an active and extensive business man, and
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is largely interested in mines. He married Miss

Caroline C). 15crry, who is now deceased. Mary I.

and Anna reside at the old home and are cul-

tured and intelligent ladies; George D. is a

partner vvitli liis lirotlier in business at Helena,

and is engaged in extensive business operations.

The children deceased are Alexander H., who had

been admitted to the Bar, and had a successful

professional career opening before him, but he en-

listed in the Seventy-fouith Illinois Regiment,

and the wounds he received during service were

in tlie end the cause of his death, December 20,

IHHt. He was a prosjieroiis business man of

Helena, Mont. John II. died February 26, 1863,

when about twenty-one 3ears of age, and Anna
died when young. The surviving members of the

family in Rockford attend the Second Congrega-

tional Churcli.

(OHN W. BEATSON, County Treasurer of

Winnebago Count_v, was elected to that

olHce in Movember, 1890, which position lie

tills to the general satisfaction of the com-

munity. In politics, he is a decided Republican

and is recognized as a great worker in the ranks.

Being a (Jrand Array man, he is a member of

Nevuis Post No. 1, and Winnebago Lodge No. 31,

I. O. ( ). F., in which order lie has many friends by

wliom lie ishiglil_v regarded. He is also connected

with Eastern Star Lodge No. 166, A. F. & A. M.,

Winnebago Chajiter No. 24, R. A. M., Crusader

Conimandery No. 17, K. T., and Rockford Camp
No. 51, M. W. A.

Mr. 15eatson was born in Kinross-shire, Scotland,

April 20, 1840, being the son of William Beatson,

also a native of that place, as was his grandfather.

The father of our subject learned the trade of a

stone mason, which he followed in his native land

until 1843. when, with his wife and three children,

he set sail from Edinboro and landed at New
York, after a voyage of seven weeks. Going to the

town of Florida, Montgomery County, N. Y., Mr.

Beatson lived there for six years, when he came to

Winnebago County bj' the w.ay of the Lakes to

Milwaukee, and thence overland with teams to this

section. He bought eighty acres of Government
land in what is now Bnrritt Township, wliere he at

once erected a house of slabs and resided with his

family for a nximber of years. Later coming to

Rockford, he lived retired until his decease, June

6, 1882. His wife at the time of their marriage

was known as Elizabeth Wilson, a native of Scot-

land; she now resides in Rockford, in the seventy-

eighth year of her age.

The original of this sketch was the second in

order of liirtli of the parental family of seven chil-

dren, his brothers and sisters being George A.,

.Tanet, Agnes, David, Caroline and Julia. He
was three years of age when brought to the New
World and thus has no recollection of liis native

land. In 18.59, Mr. Beatson went to Colorado in

company with five other gentlemen, they traveling

with teams to Quinc}', where they embarked on a

steamboat to Hannibal, then by way of railroad to

St. Joseph, Mo., where they secured teams and

journeyed across the plains. At that time Denver

was a city of wigwams, containing but one white

man, who kept store in a log building. Our sub-

ject, going to Gregory Diggings, engaged in quartz

mining, remaining there for a twelvemonth, when
he returned and resumed farming on the old home
farm. April 18, 1861, however, at the first call for

troops, Mr. Beatson enlisted in Company D,

Eleventh Illinois Infantry fur three months. He
was mustered in at Springfield, whence he went to

Bird's Point, where he remained until the expira-

tion of his term of service, and receiving his dis-

charge in August, returned home, and resumed

farming until the following year, when he again

became a member of Company D, Seventy-fourth

Illinois Infantry. Going South with his regiment,

our subject participated in all the marches and bat-

tles in which it was engaged until the close of the

war. Among the more important battles in which

he fought we make mention of Stone River, Chat-

tanooga, Missionary Ridge, and the Atlanta Cam-

paign, and he was later with the command of

Thomas in the pursuit of Hood's army, and thus

occurred the battles of Franklin and Nashville.

Being wounded at Mission Ridge twice, our subject

remained with his regiment in preference to going

to the hospital. He was appointed First Sergeant
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at the organization of the regiment, and in April,

1863, was promoted to be Second Lieutenant, and

again, in April, 1864, was honored with the rank

of First Lieutenant, commanding the company

from November, 1863, until his discharge at Nasli-

ville, Tenn., June 10, 1865.

Returning again to the peaceful pursuits of

farm life, Mr. Beatson was engaged in cultivating

the soil until 1869, when he went to Winnebago

Townsiiip and purchased a farm, upon which he re-

sided until 1875, when he removed to another por-

tion of the township, on a tract which came into

his possession, and there made his home until 1882.

At that date coming to Rockford, our subject has

since been actively engaged m promoting its wel-

fare.

Jennie p]. Van Alstine, December 14, 1865, was

united in marriage with our subject. She is a na-

tive of Montgomery County, N. Y., and the daugh-

ter of Jacob G. and Margaret (Coventry) Van

Alstine. To them have been born four children,

Rosilla, Daisy, Margaret, and Hattie, who all reside

with their parents.

|ICHARD LIGHTFOOT is a typical repre-

sentative of the industrious and intelligent

English pioneers of AVinnebago County',

^ who have been so useful in developing its

rich agricultural resources. Coming here in 1851,

he identified himself with the farmers and stock-

raisers of Burritt Township, and is living retired

at the present time on his splendid estate of two

liundred and forty-five acres.

Born in I^andsallas Parish, County Cornwall,

England, January 29, 1824, our subject is a son of

William Lightfoot, who, with his father, Richard,

was a native of the above-named shire. The father

of our subject was reared on a farm and spent his

entire life in Cornwall. The maiden name of his

wife was Mary Ilocken; she was also a native of

the above-named parish and count}', and the

daughter of William Hocken. Mrs. Lightfoot

reared a familj' of nine children: Richard, Eliza-

beth, Maiy A., Jane A., William, Nathaniel, Sophia,

Anna and Maria. Nathaniel came to the New
World, and died in the service of the United States

during the late war. Jane is at the present time

residing in California.

Richard Lightfoot commenced when very3ouiig

to assist his grandfather on the Ikjuic i'ai'ni, resid-

ing with him until twenty-four years of age, when

he returned home, and in 1851 came to Ainenca,

setting sail from riymoiith, and landing in (Quebec

after a tedious voyage of eight weeks and four

days. Our subject immediately came to Winne-

bago County by way of the water route to Hunt-

ley. McIIenry County, this State, and as there were

no railroads in the vicinity, engaged a team to

convey him to this count\-. He coinnienced life

here by working out b\' the month for four years,

and rented land for four years, at the end of which

time, being industrious and economical, he was en-

abled to purchase a tract of eighty acres in Burritt

Township. There were a small frame house and

log stable on the place, into the former of which

Mr. Lightfoot moved and commenced the work of

improving his land, for which he had paid ••s2() pei-

acre. At one time he was the proprietor of three

hundred and twenty-five acres, but, disposing of a

portion of it, still owns two hundred and forty-

five acres which he has improved with good build-

ings and machineiy. hi 1881, he built a Iteautiful

residence one-quarter of a mile distant from the

old home, in which he purposes to spend his declin-

ing years in peace and quietness.

Susannah (Statiiam) Swiudall became the wife

of our subject, October 10, 1859. She was born in

the village of Draycott, Derbyshire, England,

June 14, 1825, and is a daughter of AVilliam and

Anna (Astell) Statham. Her father was born in

the same village in which her birth occurred, and

was the son of Thomas and Mary (Allen) Stath.am.

The mother of Mrs. Lightfoot was born at Winn
Mills, Derb^'shire, England, and was a daughter of

Charles and Elizabeth (Boxon) Astell. Mrs. Light-

foot was married in Stockport, Lancashire, when

twent}'-one years of age, to John Swindall a na-

tive of that county, with whom she came to Amer-

ica in 1849, sailing from Liverpool, Marcli 21, on

the vessel "Washington." Arriving in Boston, t>ne

month later, the young couple located in Salem,

Mass., where they resided until 18,')7, and then

came to Rockford, where the husband died in 1859
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Mr. anrl Mrs. LighLfoot have one son, Nathaniel,

who married Melissa Franklin, and is tlie father of

two children: Eva May and Albert Ricliard. By
her first union, the wife of our subject is the

mother of tlireo eliiklren: William J.. Margaret

Ann and Emma J. William married Sarah Sulli-

van, and is the father of two children, Guy and

Glenn; Margaret is the wife of Henry Ileiestand,

which union has resulted in the birth of four chil-

dren: Guy, Orate May, Floyd and Robbie; Emma,
Mrs. George Franklin, has six children: Susie, Ed-

ith, Carroll, AValter, Bertha and Irmy. Our sub-

ject and his wife are members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and by the members of the con-

gregation, as well as by the citizens in general, they

are respected as their good qualities deserve.

The portrait of Mr. Lightfoot is presented on

an accompanying page.

EORGE C. TALLEKDAY, M. D., has been

engaged in the practice of medicine in

^^ r>elvidere since 1890. His life record is as

ftillows: He was born in Cass County, Mich., on

the 2d of September, 1851. His father, David S.

Tallerday, was born near Auburn, N. Y., and was

a son of James Tallerday, Esq. The great-grand-

father of our subject, James Tallerday, Sr., was a

native of France and with La Fayette came to

America. He commanded a vessel in the interests

of the Colonies during the Revolutionary War.

On one occasion, he went ashore to get some water,

and as he was returning to his vessel in askifif, was

shot by a poisoned arrow and died from the effects

of the wound. His two sons were taken ashore

and reared by a Dutch family in New York. One
of the brothers sjielled the name Talady.

The father of our subject was reared and mar-

ried in the Emijire State and went to Elkhart

County, Ind., becoming one of its eaily settlers.

He there secured a tract of land and engaged in

farming until 1854, when he removed to Williams

County, Ohio, and bought a farm in Bridgewater

Township. After operating it for four years, he

removed to Stryker, where he engaged in merch-

andising until the breaking out of the war. At
the first call for troops, he assisted in raising Com-
pany E of the Fourteenth Ohio Infantry and was

commissioned Second Lieutenant and afterward

promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant. The
troops were mustered in for three months but

served nearly five. When honorably discharged,

Mr. Tallerday returned home and raised another

company, which became Company C, of the Thirty-

eighth Ohio Regiment. He was mustered in as

Captain. After the battle of Mill Spring, he was

taken sick and sent to Louisville, Ky., where he

was placed in charge of the transfer office, directly

under the orders of Secretary Stanton. He re-

mained in charge at that place until the spring of

1863, when he was placed in charge of the United

States steamer"Baltic," with the rank of Major, and

continued in the marine service until after the

close of the war, when he settled in Mississippi.

He purchased a plantation at Canton, and engaged

in agricultural pursuits until 1867, when, on ac-

count of the hostility of the people in that region,

he returned to the North and engaged in mercan-

tile pursuits in Chicago. For the past eight years,

he has been engaged in the real-estate business in

Washington, D. C. His wife bore the maiden name

of Caroline Graves. She was born in Niagara

County, N. Y., and is a daughter of Josiah and

Eunice Graves.

The Doctor began his education in the district

schools of Williams County, and afteiward at-

tended the village schools of LaCirange, Ohio. He
was in Louisville at the time his father was

stationed there and daily made the rounds of the

hospital. Though but a lx)y at the time, he deter-

mined then that he would become a physician.

After the war, he attended a select school in Vicks-

burg and later the graded school of Kendallville,

Ind., and Bryan, Ohio. At the age of thirteen

years, he began supporting himself, and from that

time forward not only earned his own livelihood

but paid his own tuition through college. Until

seventeen years of age, he traveled quite exten-

sively and at the age of eighteen years commenced

teaching, which he followed until 1872. In the

meantime, he spent all his leisure hours in study-

ing medicine. From 1872 until 1877, he engaged
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in merchandising in Cliicago anrl during that time

kepi up his medical studies. In the latter jear,

he entered the office of Prof. W. II. Davis, of Chi-

cago, and in 1880 was graduated from the Bennett

Medical College. In June of that year, he located

at Pojjlar Grove and at once entered upon a lucra-

tive practice, which he continued until 18'.M), when

he came to Belvidere.

On the 1st of January, 1872, Mr. Tallerday and

Susan INIarliley were married. The lady was born

in Fulton County, Ohio, was a daughter of Andrew

J. Markley and died June 22, 1888. On the 11th

of May, 1891, the Doctor wedded Julia Markley, a

sister of his first wife. By the former union were

born four children but Jesse, who was born March

9, 1875, died April 17, 1881. Myrta, George C.

and Lottie are still living.

The Doctor is a member of Belvidere Lodge No.

60, A. F. & A. M.; Harvard Commandery, K. T.;

Poplar Grove Lodge, A. O. U. W.; Boone Camp
Xo. .52, M. "W. A., and T. G. Lawler Camp, S. V.

Dr. Tallerday' has secured a liberal patronage, the

result of his skill and abilitj', and among his pro-

fessional brethren ranks high. His career has al-

ready* been a successful one and undoubtedly he

will steadily continue to work his waj- upward.

1^+^^=-

ENRY GABLE, who has been a resident of

the village of Cherry Valley since March,

1890, was born in Erie Countj^, N. Y., in

1836. His father, who had his birth in

Penns3lvania in 1804, emigrated to the Empire

State, where he resided luitil his death in 18G5,

when sixty-one 3'ears of age. His wife. Miss Bet-

sey Leib, hailed from Lancaster County, Pa., and

died in 187.5 in her sixty-eighth year. The parents

of our subject were married in New Y'ork, where

they became the parents of seven children, one of

whom, a daughter, Sarah, died when eighteen years

of age. A brother of our subject, William Gable,

was a volunteer during the late Civil War, and saw^

much active service in the Union army.

He of whom we write was given but limited ad-

vantages for obtaining an education, and at the

lime his parents emigrated to Cherry A'alley,

Winnebago County, he accompanied them liillier.

His father was also a volunteer in the late war, liut

after serving ninety days was rejected. The elder

Mr. Gable located eighty acres of Government
land, which was then called The Island, where he

erected a comfortable house and resided for a num-

ber of years. That property was the last Govcru-

ment land that was entered in this townshij). He

later traded his property, which was valued at i^2i)

an acre, for one hundred and twenty- acres of land

in Fa3ette County, Iowa. After a residence there

of three ^-ears, in 1859 he returned to Cherry Val-

ley Township, where he was residing at the time

of his decease.

Henr^- Gable and Miss ^Minerva Wood, of Canada

East, were united in marriage in 1860. The lady

was the daughter of Peter and Laura (Hitchcock)

Wood. Her mother was a sister of Chester Hitch-

cock, of California. They farmed on rented land

after their marriage, and the first property which

Mr. Gable owned consisted of fifty acres which he

purchased in Belvidere Township, in 1868. After

a residence there of three j'ears, our subject dis-

posed of that propertj^ and moved onto a farm of

one hundred and ten acres which he had purchased

in Faj'ette Count}', Iowa, and after residing upon

it three years, in 1871 returned to this county and

farmed on the historic Black Hawk property, which

place was his home until 1879. Our subject then

became the proprietor of one hundred and five

acres on section 16, known as the Frick Farm, for

which he paid 825.50 per acre, with fair improve-

ments. This he cultivated in a most prolltable

manner, until in March, 1890, he disposed of it at

850 an acre, and moved into the village of Cherry

Valley.

To our subject and his estimable wife have been

l)Orn one daughter and one son: .Fannie B., who

was born in September, 18G2, and Chester B., who

was born in February, 1867. The daughter is

now Mrs. Alden Cramer, a broom manufacturer C)f

Cherr}' Valley; they have one son, Karl 15., a l)right

lad of seven years. Mr. Gable has cast his vote

and influence in favor of the candidates of the

Republican party.

The father of Mrs. Gable was one of the pioneers

of West Shefford, Canada, and came t<.) the States
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;iiul Idfatt'd ill this township in IS.")?, where lie

(lieil at the advanced age of seventy-one years.

His wife, who preceded him to tlie better land,

died in 1862. They were the [larent.s of four

daughters, all of whom are living in different

States.

(| l»^n.LIAM L. GHUNEMAN, now deceased,

\/iJ/i
^^'^'^ ''"' '"•"^.^' .velars a well-known and

V»/\?' prominent citizen of Rockford. He was

liorn in Prussia, in the year 1823. His father

was a Lutheran minister, who devoted his entire

life to Gospel w<nk. Our sulijeet was reared to

manhood in his native land, his early life p.assing

uneventfully, and at length he engaged in merchan-

dising on a small scale. It was in 185-4 that he

carried out his determination to come to America.

Bidding good-bj'e to his old home, he crossed the

Atlantic, taking passage on a sailing-vessel at Itre-

inen. He made his first location in Rockford, liut

after a short time went toDnljuque, Iowa, where he

spent some ten years. He then returned to this

city, where he made his home until his death in

1878.

In 1864, Mr. Groneinan led to the marriage altar

Miss Justena Sander, who was boi'ii on the banks of

the Rhine in Germany, June 14, 1838. Her parents,

John and .Susanna (Loudenbeiiner) Sander, spent

their entire lives in that country. Al)out eighty

years ago, Peter Sander, the grandfather of Mis.

Groneman, lived a few years iu Philadelphia, and

then returned to his native land. Her father was

a cattle-dealer and Initcher, and died at the age of

seventy years, his wife passing away the >'ear

previous. They were both members of the Pres-

byterian Churcji. Their famil3^ numbered six chil-

dren, four of whom are living in this country: a

brother in New York, a sister in Rockford, Mrs.

(ironeman, and a brother Jacob in Milwaukee,

Wis. It was in 185U that Mrs. Groneman came to

the United States. Her residence in Rockford

dates since 1863, and here she has a wide circle of

friends and aciiuaintances. Two children were

born unto Mr. and Mrs. Groneman, but William T.

died in Dubu(jue, Iowa, at the a^e of three months.

Herman, the surviving son, resides at home with

his mother. He is a prominent young man, and

prosperous. Being industrious and enterprising,

he is meeting with excellent success, and is recog-

nized as a wide-awake and enterprising 3'oung busi

ness man. He is an honored rnemlierof, and takes

quite an active interest in, the Odd Fellows' Soci-

ety.

After his return to Rockford in 1866, Mr. Grone-

man opened a restaurant in this city, carrying on

business in that line until within a few years of his

death. From the beginning, he secured a liberal

(latronage, and had an excellent trade. As his fi-

nancial resources increased, he made investments

in real estate, and at his death owned some fine

property, including a business house atNo. 108 West

State Street and another at No 501 West State Street,

which is now owned by his widow. She manages

the property' which he left, and in its care shows

excellent executive and business ability. In poli-

tics, Mr. Groneinan was a supporter of Republican

princiiiles, held membership with the Lutheran

Church, and was a charter member of the Germania

Society. He w.as recognized as one of the leading

German citizens, public-spirited and, progressive,

and was held in high esteem for his sterling worth

and the many excellencies of his character.

OWARD 0. HILTON, I'dilor-iii-chief of the

jYj Rockford liepublivun, has occupied that

position since its first issue, April 10, 1890.

Possessing natural newspaper ability and

tact, he has made his calling a success. He is a

stanch l\e|iublican in politics and has figured

lirominently in party conventions and on the

stump.

Born near Atchison, Kan., about twenty-eight

years ago, Mr. Hilton is a 3'oung man whose ability

is attested by his present position as editor-in-

chief of an influential paper like the liejniblican, with

two editions daily and semi-weekly and weekly edi-

tions, in a city like Rockford. He was educated in

the public schools of his native city and of Chicago

and at the Lincoln University, at Lincoln, this

State, at which latter place hi' was engaged in his
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first newspaper work, on tliu Lincoln Times. He

was later cit_v editor of llie (Jrand Island (Neb.)

Independent., and afterward held a like position on

tlie Lincoln Journal, this State, and again with the

Bloomington Leader. Coming to Rockford in

1881, he was engaged on the lietjistcr staff until the

liepublican was founded.

Our subject comes of good old New England

stock on his father's side, the latter being a native

of the Pine Tree .State, who went West during the

early days and became one of the leading business

men of Atchison, Kan. Ilis death occurred there

in the prime of life, wheu our subject was l)ut

seven years of age. The maiden name of his

mother was Julia M. Manneu, a native of ]\IcLean

County, 111. She was born of Southern parents,

and now lives at Efflngham, Kan.

Howard O. Hilton and Miss Etta Leslie, of Chi-

cago, were married in that city in 1888. The lady

was born in Logan County and was educated in

the public schools at Lincoln and Bloomington.

She is the mother of two daughters: Leslie L. and

Helen. She is a member of the Court Street Meth-

odist Church.

AKL E. CARLSON is but a late resident of

Rockford, yet is a well-known real-estate,

loan and insurance agent of the city. He
was born in the Province of Halland, Sweden,.July

24, 1858, and is the only surviving child of Carl

and Fredericka (Hard) Carlson. His mother is de-

scended from a titled family. His father, who was

born October 16, 1822, is a contractor and builder.

Both are yet living, the mother being seventy-five

years of age. They are prominent members of the

Swedish Lutheran Church.

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and

youth in his native land, where he learned the

trade of a machinist, there following it until his

emigration to the United States. After attaining

his majorit}-, he sailed for New York City, and

thence went to Pennsylvania, afterward coming

to Rockford, where his brother. Prof. M. E. Carlson,

was living. The latter was a graduate of a musical

conservatory in his native country and served for

40

five years as a Professor in the Royal Conservatory.

On coming to this country, he took charge of the

musical department in the Gustavus Adolphus

College, of St. Peter, Minn., which position he held

until 1889, when he came to Rockford. His death

occurred on the 4th of August of the following

3'ear. His wife had died some years previous, leav-

ing one son, Carl G. M. Carlson, who has been

adopted by our subject.

C. E.Carlson was married in the land of his na-

tivity to Christina Anderson, who spent her

maidenhood da3'S in (Sweden, where her mother is

yet living at the age of sixtj-'SCven years. Her

father, Andrew Anderson, is deceased. She has

one sister in this country, Mrs. Anna Fostbei-g,

wh<^ is living in Manistee, jMieh. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Carlson have been born tluee children: Emma
J., Clara L. and Annett P. The paients are both

members of the Swedish Methodist Church, in which

he holds otlice and is also Superintendent of the

Sunday-school. In politics, he is a supiiorter of

Reiniblican principles.

It was in 1885 that Mr. Carlson came to Rock-

ford. He had previousl3' resided for a short time

in Sheffield, Pa. On coming to this city, he en-

gaged in business as a contractor and Ijuilder, be-

ing a practical architect, l)ut has later given his

attention to the real-estate, loan and insurance

business. He has a commodious and fine ollice

over the American E.Kchange Bank, on Seventh

Street. For four years he has been engaged in this

line and has built up an excellent business, having

since coming to Rockford made a handsome proji-

erty, worth about $40,000. He also owns an in-

terest in the Rock River Subdivision, containing

one hundred and twenty acres of platted ground,

on which will be built the Rock River Planing

Mill. The company has a capital stock of $50,000

and Mr. Carlson has been its Treasurer from its

organization. He also owns stock in the Rockford

Desk and Furniture Compan}', Star Furniture

Company, Diamond Furniture CompanyjlYest End
Furniture Company, Skandia Shoe Compan3-, Rock-

ford Paint Manufacturing Company, and others,

and has been Director in a number of these enter-

prises. Those who know Mr. Carlson esteem him

highly for his sterling worth, and he has a wide



?J6 PORTKAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

circle of acquaintances. He bas stCTclily worked

his way upward, and bis own efforts have been tbe

stepping-stones by wbicb be has arisen to the en-

viable position wbicb be to-day occupies.

The attention of tbe reader is invited to tlie ac-

companying [lortrait of Mr. Carlson.

AMUEL COOK. Tlie credit fur a large

bare of tbe enterprise which helps to

|lV/__^] make Harrison Township one of the most

progressive of any in tbe county, is due

to the gentleman whose name heads Ibis sketch.

He is full of push and energy, and is progressive

and advanced in bis ideas. Mr. Cook was born in

Zora, Oxford County, Canada, on the 23d of No-

vember, 181-1, and his father, James Cook, also a

native of Canada, was born in Niagara County,

seven miles from tbe Falls, whose mighty roaring

could easily be beard at that distance, on the 27th

December, 1812. The grandfather, Daniel Cook,

was a native of New York, and a farmer all bis life,

as was his father before him. Tbe latter was a Rev-

olutionary soldier, and was probably slain in action.

Daniel went to Canada when a young man, married

there, and raised a family of nine children, six

daughters and three sons. He remained there until

about seventy-three years of age, when he and his

wife came to the .States. Their eldest son, Joel Cook,

came to Winnebago Count}^, 111., from Canada,

about 1850, and purchased a farm in this township.

A few years later, be was joined by his aged par-

ents, and with them moved to Boscobel, Wis.,

where tliey passed awaj' within two months of

each other, when about eighty-four years of age.

James Cook, the father of our subject, was tbe

third son and the third child in order of birth

of the nine children born to his parents. He mar-

ried Sarah Hill, of Canada, daughter of Amos and

vSarah (Fbillips) Hill, both natives of New Bruns-

wick where this daughter was born. Mr. and Mrs.

Cook purchased a farm in Canada, and resided on

this for abfiut ten years, live of their children

being born there. Sul.isoquently, the}- s<.)ld this

property and moved to Harrison, Winnebago

County, 111., purchasing one hundred and thirty-

five acres on section 20, at $16i)eracre. There

were good improvements on this i)lace for tbe

times, and tbe stone bouse on it at that time is

part of jMr. Cook's present dwelling. There was

also a frame barn, 30x40 feet, on this farm. Mr.

and Mrs. Cook brought with them live cliiidrcn:

Samuel (our subject); Daniel, probably a resident

of Minnesota; Amos, an invalid for tbe last three

years, resides in Durand; Isaac, a farmer near tbe

village of Harrison, and Elizabeth, who died in

Harrison, on the I4th of February, 1870, when six-

teen years of age. Mr. and j\Irs. Cook have had

two children since coming to this State: Hannah
L., who married William S. King, of Chicago,

and Pbwbe A., who died on the litb of February,

1878, at the same hour her sister Elizabeth pa.ssed

away eight 3'ears before. The father of these chil-

dren received bis final summons on tlie 29tb of

October, 1884, when nearly seven tj--two years of

age, and his wife survived biin about six years,

dying on tlie old home-place June 17. 1890, when
nearly seventy years of .age. This most exemplary

and worthy couple started in life emptj'-banded,

but they accumulated a comfortable fortune, and
passed their last daj-s in ease and plentj'.

The subject of this notice remained under the par-

rental roof until after tbe death of his parentSj

and since then he bas bought out tbe other heirs.

He has no bobby as a farmer, except in raising

mules, and of these be iias raised from six to

twelve each year since 1875. He bas not raised as

many mules as S. K. Blodgett, but no man in this

part of Illinois has made this business so much of

a sirccess as has Mr. Cook. He not only breeds and

raises large, fine mules, but he matches and breaks

them. He owns his own jacks, the same costing

from $600 to $1,500 each, and he h.as sold several

teams for $400. He grows the cereals, corn, oats,

wheat and i\ye, and hales his hay, sometimes ship-

ping it. All his Land is fertile and productive, and

near his house be bas twenty acres of fine second-

growth timber. Mr. Cook rebuilt and added to his

barn in 1885, making it 40x57 feet, and other out-

buildings, erected before and since, make the

place look like a small village from a distance.

He sjrinds bis own and neighbors' feed with the
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wind from his wind mill which he put in in June,

1891. His farm is well watered.

Mr. Cook has been a Re[)ublican, but has broken

ranks, and is now a freeman, politically. His

brother Daniel was the first to vohmteor in the

army,!>;oing C)ut when sixteen years of age, August,

18G2, in Company 13, Twenty-second Wisconsin

Infantry, from Beloit; next, Amos, at seventeen

years of age, volunteered from Harrison, June,

1864, in Company E, One Hundred and Forty-first

Illinois, and in February, 1865, our subject went

out in Company L, Eleventh Illinois Cavalry,

under Capt. Cole. Samuel was discharged

in June, 1865. His brother Daniel served until

April, 1863, when he was taken prisoner near

Franklin, Tern., and confined in Libby Prison

thirty daj-s. He was then paroled, and later dis-

charged for disability. However, in 1864, he again

entered the armj- for one hundred days, and was

discharged as Corporal at the end of that time.

Amos was in the one-hundred-day service and

came home without a wound, .althougli his present

infirmity is no doubt the result of exposure and

hardship during that time. The subject of this

sketcli is a member of Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R.

He is still in the rank and file of single bless-

edness.

UDGE WILLIAM R. WELD, a prominent

attorney, Justice of the Peace, and insurance

and loan agent of Rockford, has made his

home in this city since 1872, and has been

a resident of the countj- for nearly lialf a century.

With its historj' lie has been connected since that

early day, has done much for its upbuilding and

progress, and has aided largely in its development.

The Judge was born in Le Roy, Genesee County,

N. Y., in 1820, and is of English descent, the fam-

il3^ being founded in this country during early Col-

onial da3S by Presb3-terian missionaries from Eng-

land, who are referred to in the history of New Eng-

land, by Bancroft, and also by Bryant. It was also

a prominent family of England, one liranch thereof

being Catholic, as indicated by the fact that Cardi-

nal Weld, an eminent Catholic scholar and [irelate.

was of the same descent. Washington Weld, fa-

ther of our subject, removed from Massachusetts to

LeRo3', Geuesee Count3-, N. Y., in isos, when

Le Ro3^ was a mere hamlet in the wilderness, lie

made the journey on foot, carrying his worldl3-

possessions in a bundle on his back, and began the

development and improvement of a home from

land which he had obtained from the Government.

He there resided until his death in 1851, at the

age of seven t3--three \ears. He was long an Elder

in the Presbyterian Church.

In regard to politics, the father was a standi

Democrat, and having served as Justice of the

Peace, was known as Squire Weld throughout the

community. He married Elizabeth Strickland,

who survived him some years and died in Le Roy,

N. Y., at the age of seventy-seven. She was a

member of the Baptist Church, and was a noble

Christian woman. Oursuljject is the 3'oungest in

the famil3- of five sons and one daughter, all of

whom were married and reared families, and are

now deceased, with the exception of the Judge.

One brother, Washington, Jr., was a member of

the Michigan State Legislature for some years.

Judge Weld was reared in Le Ro3-, N. Y., and

was graduated from Bro"\vu's University, of Provi-

dence, II. I., in the Class of '42. He afterward

studied law at the otHce of Ilascall ife Barton, of

LeRo3', N. Y., and was admitted to the Bar in

1844. In that 3car, he came West, but did not

make a permanent location until June, 1845, when

he opened his first ofiice in Geneva, Wis., where

he engaged in legal practice for four 3'ears, after

which he came to Illinois, settling in Roekton. He
was an attorne3' at that place until 1872, when he

came to Rockford. For some time he was connec-

ted with the hardware trade, and was Deputy Post-

master of Roekton for eight 3'ears, under Presidents

Polk and Buchanan. He was also Township Clerk

for some years.

Ere leaving the East, the .Judge was married iu

Livingston County, N. Y., in Januaiy, 1845, to

Maiy W. Smith, who was born in Lima, N. Y., and

for some years before her marriage was there en-

gaged as a teacher in the Geuesee Wesleyan Semi-

nary teaching music. Their union has been blessed

with five children: W. I., who married Florence
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Hasney,of Momence, 111., and handles the insurance

business in his father's office; Emma L., one of the

Sisters of the Holy Cross, at the convent of South

Bend, Ind.; Lizzie, who was graduated from the

Sisters' school and the Rockford Conservatory, is

now engaged in teaching music; Charles F. is a boot

and shoe merchant and extensive real-estate dealer

of Oakland, Cal.; F. J., a phj'sician and surgeon of

Rockford, wedded Mary Murtagh, formerly a suc-

cessful teacher of this city.

From the year 1847 to 1883, Judge _Weld was

an active member of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, serving in various oflicial positions

of the Subordinate and Grand Lodges of the State

of Illinois, and, as Deputy Grand Master, institu-

ting most of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

low Lodges in this county. During most of the

same period, he was also an active member of the

Masonic order, serving about twelve years as Master

of a Subordinate Lodge; also in official positions,

both in Chapter and Commander}^ He served as

Justice of the Peace, and Associate Justice of this

county, from 1856 until 1864. In 1872, he came

to Rockford and established a law and insurance

office, and in 1877 became Justice of the Peace,

which office he has since filled. He is one of the

prominent residents of this city, whose upright life

has made him highly esteemed, and is an honored

pioneer, who, for nearly half a century, has been

connected with the history of this community. The

Judge and his family are all memljcrs of the Cath-

olic Church.

jy^AMES M. GREEN, one uf the enterprising

and progressive farmers of Winnebago
County, Cherry Valley Township, was born

May 25, 1838, at Berry's Ferry, on the his-

toric banks of the Shenandoah River, in Clarke

County, Va. His parents were William H. and
Eliza (Reiley) Green, the former born in 1792, and
the latter in 1801. The father died February 25,

1838, three months l)efore the birth of our subject.

In the family were three sons and a daughter:

our subject, William II., Andrew J., and Edna J.,

wife of John Blough, residents of Kirkland, 111.

The maternal grandfather of our subject, John

Reiley, was a native of Virginia and his ancestors

for some generations were Virginians. He was a

private soldier in Capt. Richardson's Comi)any in

the War of 1812, and participated in the liattle of

Lundy's Lane.

Our suliject was eighteen j-ears of age when his

motlier, then the wife of Abraham Shipe, removed

with their family of twelve children to Athens

County in the -spring of 1S5G. They made the

journey of three hundred miles by team, and on

reaching their destination purchased one hundred

and thirt}' .ncres of laud along the Big Hocking

River, where they lived for three years. On sell-

ing, they removed to Washington County and

located in the small village of Belpreville. There

Blr. Shipe opened a wagon and blacksmith sliop

and did luisiness until the close of the war in the

spring of 186C. Five sons of the family had aided

their country in the struggle to preserve the

Union. When the war was over, they came to Illi-

nois and IMr. Shipe purchased sixty acres of land

in Cherry Valley Township, Winnebago County.

His death occurred in November, 1878. His widow

is still living at her home in Flora, Boone County,

and, although seventj'-flve years of age, is remark-

ablj' well preserved.

Mr. Green was married, November 29, 1871, to

Miss Flora J. Campficld,of New Milford, daughter

of William O. and Henrietta (Sanford) Campfleld,

who came from Nunda, Livingston County, N. Y.,

to Milford in 1844. They bought a farm, upon

which the death of the father occurred in January,

1856. His wife survived him twenty-two years and

died in Januarj', 1878, at the age of sixty-three

3'ears. They left two sons and three daughters, all

of whom are yet living. Mr. and Mrs. Green have

four sons: Arthur C, Claude B. and Clarence E.,

twins, and Leroy M. The eldest is sixteen years of

age and the youngest ten.

During the late war, Mr. Green enlisted in

Washington County, Ohio, in April, 1861, for three

months, and when that term had expired joined

the Thirty-ninth Ohio Infantry, in which he served

three years, most of the time as Orderl_y-Sergeant.

In August, 1864, he was mustered out at Cincin-

nati, Ohio, after which he heljied to recruit a com-
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pany which left Columbus and went to Nashville,

where it joined the One Iluudred and Seventy-

ninth regiment. Mr. Green remained with that

company until the close of the war and was mus-

tered out at Nashville in June, 1865, holding the

rank of Second Lieuteuant at the time of his dis-

charge. He was wounded in the ankle and thigh

at Corinth.

Soon after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Green

rented the farm on which they reside and four

years later purchased it. He now owns one hun-

dred and four acres in Cherry Vallej^ and twentj'

acres in Guilford Township, and successfully car-

ries on general farming. Socially, he is a member

of the Grand Army of the Republic, and he and

his wife are faithful members of the Christian

Church of Rockford. In politics, he is a stalwart

ReiJublican, and has served .as Road Commissioner

for six years, but has never been an office-seeker.

He was a faithful soldier during the late war and

is now a valued citizen.

^^EORGE L. WINN, M. D., of Rockford, has

(|[ ,—n been engaged in the practice of the raedi-

^^ cal profession in this citj' since 1882. On
the 21st of February of that year, he opened an

office at No. 435 West State Street, and has since

been a well-known and leading ph3-sician of the com-

munity. In the ten years which have since passed,

his practice has constantly increased, until it has

now assumed large proportions. He is a close

student of his profession and by his merit and

abilitj' has won the position which he to-d.iy oc-

cupies.

The Doctor was born in Oswego Country, N. Y.,

March 10, 1851, and is descended from an old

family of the Mohawk Vallc)'. His grandfather,

Joseph W^inn, was a life-long farmer of that vallej-

and died at the age of ninety years. The parents

of our subject, Morris and Nancy (Simmons) Winn,

were born in that locality. They afterward re-

moved to Oswego Count}-, where Mr. Winn en-

gaged in the lumber business for about eighteen

years, after which he became a resident of Syra-

cuse, where he establislied a cooper shop, and man-

ufactured barrels for three years. lie then canio

with his faniilj' to Wisconsin, where lie engaged in

farming for some time, after which he removed to

Rockford. Mrs. Winn died in this cit}^ in 1889,

when sixt}' j'ears of age. She was a member of

the Methodist Church and lived a consistent Chris-

tian life. Mr. Winn is now living retired, making

his home with his son, Charles S.,in Rockford. He
was born in 1818, and, though now seventy-four

j-ears of age, is yet hale and hearty. Since the

organization of the Republican party, he has been

one of its stanch supporters, and is a member fif

the Methodist Church.

Our subject is one of a family of four children,

three sons and a daughter. At the age of twelve

years, he accompanied his parents to Wisconsin,

and subsequently came with them to Illinois and

became a student in the State University of Cham-

paign, 111. Having determined to engage in the

practice of medicine, he began that study in the

office of Dr. D. C. Green, of Woodstock, 111.; he

afterward spent one year in the medical depart-

ment of the Michigan State Universitj' of Ann
Arbor. He was graduated from the medical de-

partment of the Northwestern Universitj' of Chi-

cago in the Class of '76, after which he entered

upon the practice of his profession in Walworth

County, Wis., where he spent five years. He then

spent one year in Bellevuc and other hospitals of

New York City, after which he came to Rockford,

as before stated.

lu Walworth County, Wis., Dr. Winn wedded

Miss Kate Dickson, who was born in that county

and is a daughter of Dr. John Dickson, an old

phj'sician of Walworth County, who died in De-

cember, 1875. He was a prominent practitioner

and had served as President of the Wisconsin State

Medical Society. He was a native of Pennsyl-

vania, and after graduating from Allegheny Col-

lege of that State, emigrated at once to Wisconsin,

establishing practice at Allen's Grove. His wife is

still living at that place and is fift3--seven 3'ears of

age. The wife of our subject was carefully reared

in her native county and for some years engaged

in teaching. By her marriage she became the

mother of two children, Josephine and Marjoric,

but both are now deceased. The Doctor is a mem-
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ber of the Odd Fellows' Society, belongiug to the

Encampment and Canton lodges of Rockford, and

is a supporter of Republican principles. He is an ac-

tive, progressive and ambitious j'oung man and

will no doubt win much success in the line of his

profession. Of a genial nature, he makes friends

wherever he aroes.

—5- !^^^<m= -^-

^^-^ ENRY RICIIIXGS, M. U. This highly es-

teemed iihysician of Rockford was born in

what is now Pecatonica Township, Winne-

o County, 111., on tlie 16th of May, 1842,

and is tlie son of the late Dr. Cliarles H. Richings,

who was born in Atherstone, Warwickshire, Eng-

land, February 26, 181.5. Our subject is following

closely in the steps of his distinguished father, and

is recognized as one of the leading men in his pro-

fession in Rockford, and indeed in the county of

Winnebago.

Dr. Charles M. Richings enjoj'ed exceptional

advantages in an educational vvaj' in his boyhood,

and his associations were of the best. When ho

left school, he joined, as a medical cadet, his uncle,

who was a surgeon in the French army then occu-

pying Brussels, and here he remained until he

came to America, at the age of twent3--thrcc; he

traveled in a party of seventeen from Buffalo to Chi-

cago, and came on to Winnebago County, reach-

ing here Jul}' 27, ls:!G. having walked the whole

distance from Chicago.

When Dr. Richings located his half-sectitm about

twelve miles west of what is now the citj' of Rock-

ford, his was the nearest house to the site of this

city on the west. Here he at once erected a log

house of goodly proportions and comforts and

devoted himself to agricultural pursuits and stock-

raising. The year following. Dr. Richings, the

elder, returned to P^ngland for his bride, and upon

the return of the j'Oung couple settled down to the

stern realities of pioneer life.

It was in 1855, when Rockford had grown to be

a pleasant village, that the Doctor removed hither

and made his home within its boundaries during the

remainder of his days. He early proved himself a

l)hysician of ability and skill, but as he was ambi-

tious to keep up with the times, he pursued a reg-

ular course of medical study at Rush Medical Col-

lege, Chicago, and received therefrom the degree

of M. D. During the first five }'ears of his settle-

ment in the county, he had devoted his time to

farming and stock-raising, but after that, until

within two years of his death, he engaged in an

active and extensive practice of medicine and sur-

gery. His interest in the formation of the Winne-

b.ago County Medical Society was recognized by

its members, and he was for some time its Presi-

dent. He was a man of strict integrit}', exacting

with himself and others in business, but always

jnst, and delighted in acts of charity which were

unknown to the community.

Dr. Charles H. Richings was baptized and reared

in the Episcopal Church, but in his later years he

did not recognize church relations as regards him-

self, yet strove ever to embody his religion in liv-

ing the Golden Rule. In 1875, he visited his old

home in England, and on his return experienced

an illness on shipboard which was the beginning

of the end. He was again taken very sick on

Thanksgiving Da^', 1882, and suffered much at va-

rious times, going at one time to New York for

treatment, but with no good result. An operation

which was performed with a hope of saving Jiis

life was in vain, and he died August 12, 1889,

leaving a widow and the son whose name lias been

placed at the head of this sketch. While he was

not an enlisted surgeon during the Civil War, it

w.as understood liy Gov. Yates that his services

were to lie commanded whenever necessary, and

he was called as surgeon to various battlefields,

notably those of Ft. Donelson, Pittsburg Landing

and Pea Ridge. He was a very active member of

the Masonic fraternity and received most notable

degrees in the order.

The mother of our subject still lives and resides

in Rockford, and the Doctor is her only child. He
received his early edcation in the district school

and later attended the public school of Rockford,

after which he took a scientific course at Beloit

College. He commenced the study of medicine

with his father and in 1860 entered the medical

department of the University of Michigan. At-

tending there for the jieriod of one 3'ear, he en-
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tered the medical department of the Univei'sit3- of

New York, from which he was graduated in tlie

Class of '63; then receiving the appointment of

Sergeant in the United States army, served until

the close of the war. He commenced his practice

in Rockford, but after eight j-ears went to Wash-

ington, D. C, where, during seven years, he built up

an extensive practice. But as his interests were

largely in Rockford, in 1879 he returned here and

has pursued his profession actively since that time.

He was married, in 1869, to Miss Maria Cammaun,
of Rockford. The Doctor and his wife have one

child, Mary H.

^^HARLES W. SHIRLEY. This gentleman,

(l( n ^^^^*^ '** ^^^ living retired from active work
^\^' of any kind, formerlj' owned an excellent

tract of land of ninety-one acres, one-half mile

from Rockford, to the cultivation of which he

gave his personal attention. He has, however,

platted the greater part of it into city lots, which

he has disposed of at a handsome advance. He
was born in La Porte Count}^ Ind., August 17,

18.35, while his father, Lewis Shirle_y, was l)orn in

Pennsylvania. As far .as is known, the grandfather

of our subject was also a native of the Keystone

State, where he spent his entire life.

Lewis Shirley w.as reared to man's estate in his

native town, and when attaining mature years re-

moved to Ohio and resided for a time on the Mus-
kingum River. He later went to Indiana, where

he was one of the pioneers in La Porte County,

and, entering from the Government a large tract

of timber and prairie land, there made his home
until 1835, which was the date of his advent into

Illinois. He was accompanied hither b}- his wife

and a family of six children, making the journe}-

with teams. Mr. Shirley settled in what s now
Cherry Valley Township, at a time when Northern

Illinois was owned by the Government, and the

surve3's of that early d.ay had not been completed.

The father made a claim to a tr.act of land, and
later, when the land came into market, went to the

land oflice in Dixon and entered his tract.

The elder Mr. Shirley erected on his new place

a double log house in which he cstalilished his

family, and industriously commenced the work of

clearing and improving his farm. He was very

successful in his undertaking and added from time

to time to his acreage until his estate included

twelve hundred acres. He erected a saw and
flouring mill, which he operated in addition to farm-

ing and which netted him a handsome income. He
continued a resident of the above-named farm

until his decease. The maiden name of his wife

was .Julia Keith, a native of Ohio, who departed

this life on the home farm in Cherry Valley Town-
ship. Her parents came to Winnebago County
and located on the creek which was named after

the father, and which extended through Rockford

Township.

Charles W. Shirley was an infant when his par-

ents came to Illinois, and, being reared to manhood
in a new country, the hardships and privations

which they were called upon to endure have made
lasting impression ni)on his mind. There were no
railroads in this vicinity for years, and while an

inmate of the parental household he often hauled

grain to Chicago, which was sevent3'-five miles dis-

tant. After reaching his twentj-flrst year, he

worked for his father one season, and then, employ-

ing a good carpenter at §1 per day, built a house

on the land which he [lui chased from his father,

in Boone County, and in the spring of 1857

moved into the dwelling before it was lathed or

plastered. He was engaged in farming there for

two years, when, renting his estate, he went to

California via New York and the Isthmus of Pan-

ama. Going into the mines in Placer County, ]\Ir.

Shirley was thus eng.aged for sixteen months, at

the end of which time he returned home via the

same route and commenced farming in Boone
County. In 1868, he sold the farm and purchased

land in Cherry Valle}' Township, Winnebago
Count}', where he was employed as an agriculturist

until 1883. Then coming to Rockford, he became

the proprietor of a good home in the city and
later bought a farm of ninety-one .acres, located

one-half mile from Rockford. As before stated, he

has platted this into lots and sold.

Miss Matilda A. Ream was married to our sub-
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ject in 1856. She was a native of Thompson Town-

ship, Seneca County, Ohio, and was the daugliter

of .Samuel and Sarali Ream, natives of Philadelphia,

and later pioneers of Seneca County. The two

children comprising the household of Mr. and Mrs.

Shirle}' are Lafayette I>. and .Jessie C. The son

married Katie Pratt and is the father of two chil-

dren: Nettie and Dayton. Jessie became the wife

of Frank L. Lake and has one child, Francis Al-

meda. Our subject and his wife are members of

the Centennial Methodist Episcopal Church, and

in politics Jlr. Shirley votes the Republican ticket.

R. EDGAR T. BILLMYER, physician and

surgeon, of Cherry Valley, Winnebago

Comity, was born in Carroll County, Md.,

in 1832, and is a son of John and Harriet

(McFarland) Billmyer, both of whom were natives

of the same State. His father was a boot and shoe

manufacturer and followed that business through-

out his entire life. His first wife died in 1842, at

the age of thirtj'-two years, leaving three sons and

a daughter, and he afterward wedded Margaret

Blacksten, liy whom ho had a number of children,

but only two sons and two daughters are living.

The Doctor is the only survivor of the first family,

Eleanor, William and Joseph C. having all passed

away.

The Doctor's father tried to make our snbject

learn the shoemaker's trade, but gave it up after

attempting it for three autumns. He would find

euclid, trigonometry- and similar books on his

bench, and, seeing that the son had an ambition to

become a civil engineer, the father gave him a

good common-school education and abandoned the

attempt to teach him shoemaking. At the age of

eighteen, the Doctor began teaching school, and

after three 3'ears went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where

he attended the celelirated Physio-Medical College

under Alva Curtis, graduating on the 16th of Feb-

ruarj^, 1855. With his diploma in his possession,

he came to Cherry Valley and has since engaged

in practice. In 1858, he bought one hundred acres

of land in this township and lived as a farmer and

physician until 18GI, when he sold his land at a

good advance. Since that time he has engaged in

the practice of medicine and in the raising of

blooded horses. He has lircd and owned some of

the best hoi'ses in tliis part of the country, includ-

ing "Dr. Sheperd," with a record of 2:29^; "De-

light," with a similar record in pacing; and

"Glidess," with a record of 2:2(;]. He sold the

first-named for i?l,500, tlie second for -tl,450 and

the last for «1,(»0(I wdien twent3'-fonr 3'ears old.

He now has in his possession some five blooded

horses of his own and h.as in his care some belong-

ing to other parties, being kept for breeding to

his fine stallions.

June 2, 1858, the Doctor w.as married to Miss

Mary A. jMittler, whose death occurred Februar3' 7,

1884. He was born and reared as a Democrat but

cast his first Presidential vote for John C. Fremont

and has since been an ardent Republican. Through-

out this community, he is widel3- and favorabl3'

known and has the high regard of a large circle of

friends and aci|uaintanees.

/^ ARSHALL II. REGAN, deceased, was one

of the pioneer settlers of Winnebago

County', and a man of exemplary habits

and character. He located in Rockford in

1842, was a pioneer lumberman, and for many
3'ears was associated in business with Seely Perry.

In connection with his lumber business, he was also

a contractor and builder, and was regarded as one

of the thrifty, enterprising business men of the

place. He was a large contractor of both public

and private buildings, and by his industry and

good business acumen accumulated a handsome

competence. At the time of his death, which oc-

curred at his fine residence on East State Street,

Rockford, in 1875, he was the owner of a consider-

,able fortune. He had large interests in Wisconsin,

especially in a large sawmill which he had estab-

lished first on his own account, but later owned in

partnership, and was well known for his push and

energy. He was a good, reliable citizen.

In politics, Mr. Reg.an advocated the principles

of the Democratic party. He was a liberal con-
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trilnitor ki all worthy enterprises, cspeciall3' those

relating to eliurches and schools, and a willing

hand was alwa3s extended to the needy and afflic-

ted. He was born in Rochester, N. Y., and was

partly reared in that State, and partlj' in Canada.

He was still single when he came to Rockford,

and here he was married to Miss Lonisa Dewey, a

native of the East. She died when thirty-seven

years of age, having had six cliiUlren, three of

whom arc now living: Emma, wife of O. A.

Richardson (sec sketch); George and William, the

two sons now residing in Kansas.

Mr. Regan's second marriage was in Troy, N. Y.,

to Miss Adelaide Stewart, a native of Vermont.

She was the daughter of L3'nian Stewart, a Ver-

monter, who died when eight>'-three years of age,

and who was a prominent and successful farmer.

Mrs. Stewart, whose maiden name was Orpha Kel-

sej', was also a native of Vermont, and died when

she was sixty-four j'ears of age. Both held mem-
bership in the Baptist Church. Mrs. Regan re-

ceived a thorough education in Troy, N. Y., and

since the death of her husband has resided at her

home at No. 815 North Court Street. She is aladj'

possessed of more than ordinary intelligence and

has a host of warm friends. Her marriage resulted

in the birth of two children: Frank S., a partner

with G. O. Williams, of the Rockford Abstract

Company, located at No. 313 West State Street, is

a promising j'oung man, and Mamie S., a refined

and cultured 3'oung lady, is at home.

*^^^^E ||«^^^

A RON MARCELLUS. The gentleman

whose portrait adorns the opposite page

li was well known to the residents of Win-

nebago Count}-, and was respected alike

for his straightforward and honorable career and

for his uoble. Christian qualities of mind and heart.

He was originality from the Empire State, born in

Montgomery- Count}-, on March 13, 1829, and there

he grew to manhood and learned his trade, that of

a m.achinist.

The parents of our subject, A. and Marj^

(Mann}') Marcellus, were also natives of the State

of New York, but their ancestors were originally

from Holland. The father was engaged as a me-

chanic and boat manufacturer, and died when past

middle life. He and his wife were the parents of

thirteen children, Aaron Iteing among tlie elder

members of the family. The latter was married in

his native county to Miss Catherine Chalmers, who
was born in I'jiper Canada, Octolier 2S, 1832.

Her parents, James and Helen (Dixon) Chalmers,

were natives of Scotland, and came to America in

1828 or 1829, after the birth of their first child, and

lived for a number of years in Canada. After-

wards, about 1833, they removed to Lockport, N. Y.,

and the father became overseer of the locks on tlie

Erie Canal, holding that position for many years.

Later, Mr. Chalmers settled in Amsterdam, of

that State, and there passed the remainder of his

days, his death occurring in 1883. He was b\- trade

a stone cutter and was a skilled workman. His

first wife died in Amsterdam, N. Y., when a com-

paratively young woman, and his second marriage

was to Miss Mary Burns, a native of Scotland. The
latter died at Amsterdam, N. Y., in 1888, when
eighty-three years of age. She was a member of

the Baptist Church for more than fifty years and

was in every sense a true Christian. Mr. Ch.almers

and his first wife were also active members of the

same church.

Mrs. Marcellus was the second of five children

born to her parents and was but seven years of age

at the time of her mother's death. She was reared

and educated principally in Amsterdam, N. Y.,

and was there married to Mr. Marcellus. In 1853,

this young couple came to Rockford, and Mr. Mar-

cellus, being a practical machinist, was engaged for

some time with the J. V. Manny Reaper Company.

Later he established for F. H. Manny the Rockford

Bolt Woiks. A number of years after this, he and

L. B. Wilkins became sole proprietors of the busi-

ness and he was thus engaged at the time of his

death, which occurred at his residence. No. 304

North Main Street, on October 5, 1876. He was a

quiet, unassuming man, and those who knew him

best loved and appreciated him most.

After her husband's death, Mrs. Marcellus dis-

posed of her interest in the bolt works. Her beauti-

ful home on Main Street is filled with all the com-

forts and conveniences of life and here she expects
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to pass the remtiinder of her days. She is the

mother of one son,AVilliam II., a skilled machinist,

who is now engaged in the machine department of

the Rockford Watch Compan.y. Mrs. Marcellus has

an adopted daugliter, Josephine, and a niece, Cor-

rinne, both of whom make their home with her.

All attend the Christian Union Church.

R. K. A. NORDERLING, the leading

Swedish phj'sician and surgeon of Rock-

ford, was born on the 23d of February,

1857, in Greena, Sweden, and is a son of

Gust A. Norderling, who died in his native land

in middle life. He was a prominent resident of

Greena, where his wife is still living at an ad-

vanced age. Three of the brothers of our subject

had graduated froni the high schools with the de-

gree of A. B., and two are now in the postal ser-

vice. One brother, Henry, is in business in Ran-

toul. 111.

The Doctor si)ent the days of his Iwiiood and

youth in his native land and graduated from a

college of pharmacy in Sweden in the Class of

'75. He then secured a position as drug clerk and

was thus employed until his emigration to the

United States. After his arrival in this country,

he joined an uncle, Gust Asholtz, who had come

to this country about half a century before and

settled in the South. He became the owner of a

plantation, and married a Southern lady who
owned a number of slaves. He afterward entered

the Southern army, and was captured and held in a

Northern prison until peace was declared, when he

returned to his home, but most of his property

was gone. He was one of the prominent citizens of

Montgomerj-, Ala., and died recently at ipiite an

advanced age.

On coming to Rockford, Dr. Norderling engaged

in the drug liusiness for some time, and while thus

emploja'd, prepared hhusolf to enter the College

of Physicians and Surgeons, of Cliicago, in which

he became a student in 1884. After pursuing a

three-years' course, he was graduated in the Class

of '87, receiving liis dii)loma on liis thirtieth liirth-

day. He then came to Rockfoid and iipened an

office, continuing practice for two years, when he

made a trip to the Old World and took a special

course of medical study in the schools of Paris,

Vienna, and Stockholm, Sweden. After a year

spent in Europe, he returned to the United States

and has since been successfully engaged in practice

in this city. The excellent course of instruction

which he has received is shown in his work, and

he enjoys a well-deserved reputation for skill and

abilitj'. The Doctor is not only well versed in his

profession, but is a highly educated man in other

directions. In the colleges of his native land he

studied Latin, Greek and French, and is conversant

with those languages, as well as the Swedish and

English tongues. His librar}' is very large and

contains many of the works of the best-known

authors.

In Paxton, 111., the Doctor led to the marriage

altar Miss Lindia Nelson, who was born in Ithaca,

Ind., July 1, 1859, and when a young lady came

with her parents to Illinois. Her father, John

Nelson, made a fortune as a merchant, and he and

his wife are now living retired. They are both

natives of Sweden. The Doctor and his wife are

among the leading Swedish people of this city,

rank high in social circles and have many acquaint-

ances and warm friends in the community. In

politics, he is a Republican. A well-informed and

cultured man, he has traveled extensively, seen

much of the world and is a pleasant and genial

companion. He ranks deservedl}' high among his

professional brethren, and the lil)eral patronage

which he receives is a just tribute to his merit.

/

%^ ARCELLUS G. LEONARD, one of the

\\\ earl.y settlers of Belvidore, was born in

lli Gloversville. Fulton County, N. Y., May
20, 1824. His grandfather, Josiah Leonard,

was a native of Massachusetts, and on removing to

the Empire State, located in Kingsboro, Mont-

gomery County, where he purchased a large

tract of land and engaged in farming throughout

the remainder of his life.

Daniel Leonard, father of our subject, w.as born
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in the Baj' State, and was one of the early glove

and mitten manufacturers of Oloversville, N. Y.,

and one of the originators of the business there.

He carried on operations at that place for bome

time, and afterward removed to St. Jolinsville,

where he engaged in milling, and spent the last

j-ears of his life at Gloversville. He wedded Mary

Potter, a native of Connecticut, who died while

visiting in Fulton, 111. He had been previously

married and had three children: Margaret, Horace

and Frederick. Seven children were born of the

second union: Edward, Polly, PChzaheth, .Tosiah,

Anna, l^aniel and JIarcelhis G.

Our snliject acquired his early education in the

public schools of his native town. Wiien he was

a lad of ten 3'ears, his parents removed to St.

.Johnsville, N. Y., where he attended school quite

steadily until seventeen j^ears of age, when he en-

tered the military school in Oswego, and, on com-

pleting a course there, engaged in teaching in

Oswego County until 1846, which jear witnessed

his emigration to Illinois. He chose as the scene

of his future labors the town of Belvidere, then

a small pLace of about one thousand inhabitants.

The surrounding countr}- was hut little improved,

and he secured forty acres of Government land in

Boone Countj'. There were no railroads here, and

all goods were hauled from Chicago, where the

farmers marketed all their produce. Mr. Leonard

embarked in the mercantile business in Belvidere,

keeping a general store, and continued operations

in that line for five years, when he turned liis at-

tention to dealing in real estate and grain, the in-

surance business and banking. During the war, he

also established a glove and mitten faetor3', which

he operated in addition to his other business inter-

ests for some j^ears. For forty 3-ears, he has been

engaged in buying and shipping grain, and, in ad-

dition to this, for the past few j-ears has dealt in

coal.

An important event in the life of Mr. Leonard

occurred September 27, 1847, when he was joined

in wedlock with Marj' Root, a native of Burling-

ton, Vt., .and a daughter of Silas Root. The}- be-

came the parents of two children, but both are now
deceased. Mary Gertrude died on the lOtii of

October, 1864; and Jessie died two days later. The

mother was also called tn her final rest .July 22,

188G. She was a menilier of the Presbyterian

Church, to which Mr. Leonard also belongs. In

politics, he is a Republican and has served .as a

member of the Common Council. From an hum-

ble position he has worked his w.ay vipward to one

of affluence, and has now a good business which

yields him a comfortable competence.

^•{••5••5••i'^^•^•^•5••^F

lENJAMIX F. ANDERSON has derived a

K comfortable income from his farming ojier-

[•!))) )ll ations, which he carries on successfullv- in

this section. His birth occurred Septemlier

19, 1843, in Warren County, X. .T., where also his

father, Henry, and grandfather, Daniel Anderson,

were born. The great-grandfather of our subject,

Jacob Anderson, was a Captain in the Revolution-

ary War, and spent his entire life in New Jersey,

of which .State he was a native.

Daniel Anderson was a farmer in Hunterdon

County, where he spent his entire life. The fatiier

of our subject learned the trade of a lilacksmith

which he followed in Warren County for a lime,

and then removing to Hunterdon County jiros-

ecuted his trade in a place called L'nion. Later,

removing to Morris County, he purchased a farm

near the locality known as Drakestown, and was

engaged in cultivating his place until his death in

1869. His wife prior to her marriage was IMargaret

Fritts; she was born in Hunterdon County and died

on the home farm about 1862. Mrs. Anderson was

a daughter of Benjamin Fritts and bore her hus-

band seven children.

The original of this sketch was five years old when

his parents removed to Morris County, where he

was reared and where he resided until attaining

his majority. He then began life for iiimself by

working out on farms b}' the month, and in 1871

came to Illinois, where he was similarly emplo3'ed

for the succeeding five 3'ears. In company with

his father-in-law, he then purchased a farm, which

is his i)resent in'opert}', and for five years the3-

were engaged in its cultivation, when our subject

purchased the entire amount, which includes two

hundred acres.
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Benjamin F. Anderson was united in marriage,

June 20, 187G, to Caroline I>unn,a native of Ilun-

ter<l(>ii County, N. J. The lady is the daughter of

John E. Bunn, while her grandfatlier bore the name

of Jacob. The latter-named gentleman was also a

native of New Jersey. Tlie grandfatlier of Mrs.

Anderson spent his entire life in New Jersey,

where her father was also married and made his

home until 1856, when he came to Illinois and lo-

cated in the vicinity of Byron, Ogle County. In

18(17, he came to Winnelxago County, and in 1876,

as before stated, purchased a farm in company with

his son-in-law. On disposing of his interest in the

estate, he removed to Byron, where his death oc-

curred in 1889. The maiden name of his wife was

Sarah Conovcr, the daughter of William and Jane

(Petty) C'< mover. Our subject and his wife have

two children: Henry and Herbert. Mrs. Ander-

son is a member of the Presbyterian C'hurch, and,

in politics, her husband is a Republican.

-M^

ASON J. LOVEJOY. who was engaged in

general faiining on sections 8 and 9, Har-

lem Township, is numbered among the

early settlers of Winnebago County, and is well

worthy of re|)reseutation in this volume. He was

born ill New York City, August 8, 1818. His

grandf;ither, Joshua Lovejo^', was a New England

farmer, who reared four sons and several daugh-

ters and died in Sanbornton, N. H., at an ad-

vanced age. His wife survived him some years

and spent her last d.ays on the old homestead in

New Hampshire.

Andrew Lovejoy, father of our sulijoct, was

born in Andover, Mass., June 18, 1772, and mar-

ried Mary Taylor, who was born in Sanbornton,

N. II., April 17, 1783, and was a daughter of Na-

son and Sarah Taylor. Her fatiier died at the age

of ninety years, and her mother when about eighty

years of age. They reared two sons '.md several

daughters. He was a Rt)yal Arch Mason, a well-

educated man and was Deacon in the Presby-

terian Cliuicli. Andrew Lovejoy engaged in gen-

eral merchandising in New Hami)sliirc until our

subject was nine years of age. when he removed

with his family to Shipton, Lower Canada, where

he ran a branch store. He also manufactured lum-

ber and pearl ash and there did business for twelve

years, when he took a trip to New York and then

with his son came to ROckford, 111., where they

arrived February 12, 1837. They first settled on

a claim of one hundred and sixty acres in Harlem

Township, upon which our subject's son now re-

sides. They built a log cabin and by the follow-

ing spring were ready for the reception of the

famil3', who then joined them. The mother died

in Harlem Township, October, 1, 1840, at the age

of fifty-seven years. Mr. Lovejoy passed away,

April 15, 185(), having survived his wife sixteen

years. He was a well-known and prominent citi-

zen of this community. They had a family of

nine children, all of whom grew to mature years

and became heads of families: Marcia, born in

New Hampshire in 1802; Hannah, March 18, 1804;

Lucia, March 21, 1806; Andrew J., March 1, 1810;

Charles Henry, March 5, 1812; Mary, April 9, 1814;

Sarah Ann, in Boston, Mass., December 25, 1815;

Nason .1., in New York in 1818; Sophia Hill, in San-

bornton, N. H., May 25, 1823. Only two are now
living, our subject and Maiy, widow of T. A. Per-

kins, who for many years was a physician of Taze-

well County, 111.

IMr. Lovejoy of this sketch came with his father

to this county when a young man of nineteen

years and has since been identified with the history

of this community. He was married in Tazewell

County, March 17, 1845, to Harriet E. Piatt, a na-

tive of Connecticut, who in 1835 came West with

her parents. She died in Harlem, June 22, 1866, at

the age of forty-one years. Five sons and four

daughters were born of their union, of whom six

survive their mother. Andrew James, born De-

cember 5, 1845; Leslie Augustus, December 2, 1847;

Mary, March 3, 1850; Nathan Taylor, April 28,

1852; Emily Annette, May 5, 1853; and Henry

Stillman, April 4, 1865. Mr. Lovejoy was again

married, in Harlem Township, September 24, 1867,

his second union being with Miss Louise R. Wood,

a native of Maine, and a daughter of John and

Mary (Patton) Wood, who removed from Maine

to Roscoe ill the summer of 1850. Their family

of eleven childrnii have all passed away except
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Mrs. Lovejoy aiul her tjrotlier, CJ. A. Wood, of

Ruscoe.

Mr. Lovejoy has served his Township as Super-

visor for three terms and was Township Treasurer

for eighteen years. His long continued service

shows the confidence reposed in him by his fellow-

citizens and his faithfulness to that trust. In

politics, he was formerly a supporter of Republi-

can principles but nc>w votes with the Prohibition

party. He is a member of the Methodist Church

and has lived an upright life, winning the high

esteem of all with whom he has been brought in

contact.

1^1^^ ^1)

I^^EV. DAVID McDonald o'farrell,
psir uow residing in AViunebago, was born De-

!^\ cember 15, 1809, in Pompej', Onondaga
^ County, N.Y. "William O' Farrell, his father,

was a native of the same State, and, being left an

orphan when an infant, was adopted into the fam-

ily of a lady who bore the name of McDonald.

She later married a Mr. Parmalee, residing near

Rome, N. Y.

The father of our subject learned the trade of a

shoemaker, and after his marriage resided for a

few j-ears in Ponipey, and later removed to Spaf-

ford. There he purchased one hundred acres of

heavil3'-timbered land, from which he cleared a

farm, and there resided until his decease, December,

1863, when in his seventy-eighth year. The

mother of our subject in tliose early daj-s carded

and spun wool and flax, and thus dressed her chil-

dren in homespun material. She bore the maiden

name of Dina Turbush, and was born in Dutchess

Count3'. She was the mother of ten children, and

departed tliis life on the home farm in the town

of SpafTord.

The brothers and sisters of our subject were

named respectivel3': Jeremiah, Francis A., William

Mc, John AV., Elihue, Maria, Catherine, Cornelia

and Henry T. David, of this sketch, received his

education in the pioneer schools of Onondaga
Countv, and assisted the father in performing the

farm duties until sixteen years old, when he com-

menced to learn the trade of a carriage-maker in

Preble, Cortland Countj^ completing his apprentice-

ship at Amber, Onondaga County. He did "jour"

work for a time, and when twenty-two years of age

attended school during the winter months, and,

later took a year's course at the Cazenovia Semin-

ary. He abandoned his studies for six months on

account of ill-health, and on again resuming them

entered Genesee Wesle^'an Seminary, where he re-

mained for nine months.

Mr. O'Farrell was then engaged in teaching and

in working at his trade until 183G,when he joined

the Oneida Annual Conference. He was licensed

as a local preacher while at the Genesee Wesleyan

Seminary, was ordained Deacon in 1838, at Ithaca,

and Elder, in 1840, at Cazenovia. He preached in

different places in New York State for fifteen

years, but on account of ill-health was compelled

to abandon the ministry' and purchase a farm of

fifteen acres, adjoining his father's estate in the

town of Spafford, and there engage in farming.

To this he added from time to time until in 1863

he had seventy-eight acres.

In the year above named, Rev. David O'Farrell

disposed of his interests in the Empire State, and,

coming to Illinois, purchased his pj-esent home in

Winnebago County. September 4, 1836, he was

married to Adeline Whitney, whose birth occurred

in New York, January 11, 1812. She was a daugh-

ter of William and Clarinda (French) Whitney,

and departed this life July 2, 1879. Our subject is

the father of three children by this marriage:

Adeline E., the wife of Menzes Stel)bins; William

M. and Noah P. He has also thirteen grandchildren

living. The second marriage of our subject oc-

curred in 1880, at which time Eunice J. (Shcdd)

Hudson became his wife. She was born in Sar-

dinia, Erie County, N. Y., August 14, 1826, and
was a daughter of Andrew W. and Emily (Harris)

Sliedd, and the widow of Richmond L. Hudson.

Mrs. 'Farrell 's father was a native of Vermont,

and when a j^oung man removed to Erie Countj', N.

Y., where he bought a tract of timlier-land from

the Holland Purchase Compan v. There he cleared

a farm in the wilderness, erected a good set of

frame buildings and resided until his decease, in

1882, at the advanced age of ninety-two years.

His wife, who was a native of the Empire State,
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died two years previously, when in her eighty-

second j'ear. Mrs. O'Farrcll was first married, in

1850, to Richmond Hudson, immediatel}' after

which she came to Winnebago County, where Mr.

Hudson had purcliased property in 1842. He was

also the owner of land at Westfield Corners, but

on selling that property purchased a farm about

one-half mile southwest of the village, where he

was engaged in farming until his death in 186.3.

The son born of this marriage, Frederick Hudson,

is a graduate of the Cleveland (Ohio) Medical

College, and is engaged in the practice of his pro-

fession at Hoosick Falls, N. Y.

On an accompanying page is a portrait of Rev.

Mr. O'Farrell. He is a man of broad intelligence,

and maintains a deep interest in the welfare of the

community. While residing in Spafford, N. Y., he

was elected Justice of the Peace three times, the

last time being chosen by the unanimous vote of

the people. He was for many 3'ears an adherent

of the Republican party, but is now a stanch Pro-

hiliitiouist.

^^^
/^ LAUD] US B. RICHARDSON, a retired far-

(I mcr residing at No. 308 South Winnebago

^^>7 Street, Rockford, was for twenty-four

years the occupant of a finely in^jroved farm on

section 16, Rockton Township, and was known as

one of the progressive agriculturists of Winne-

bago County. He was born in St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., December 24, ]H;i3, and is the son

of William and Sabina (Parker) Richardson. His

fatiier, who was born iu Massachusetts in 1780,

was reared to the vocation of a farmer and in his

early manhood removed from the Bay State to

New York, where he purchased one hundred acres

of timber land. He was three times married, his

third wife being the mother of Claudius B.

In 1855, the Richardson family started on the

Westward journej' from the P^mpire State, coming

from Ogdeusburg to Racine on a steam propeller,

and thence proceeding by stage to Rockton. The

father purchased two farms in Winnebago County,

one consisting of eighty acres in Rockton Townshii),

and the other comprising one hundred and sixty

acres in Shirland Township. He settled on the Rock-

ton farm and later sold the other place and bought

a home in the village of Rockton, where he died

in the prime of life. His widow survived until

1889, and attained to the advanced age of eighty-

six years. Their children were: Ilenr^', Claudius

B., Amanda and Oscar.

The oldest child, Henry, had a passion for ad-

venture and when about sixteen ran away from

home, shipping on board a revenue cutter, where

he remained two \'ears. Soon after his honorable

discharge, he shipped as a sailor and was before

the mast a number of years but was afterward pro-

moted from time to time until he was Captain.

During one of his voyages, he sailed to China, re-

turning via Cape Horn, and in 1854 crossed the

plains to California. He was a man whose travels

extended to almost every portion of the lialjital)le

earth, and his fund of information was inexhaust-

ible. His death occurred in Chicago in 1864.

Claudius B. Richardson was also fond of travel

and made five trips to California, going across the

plains and returning via the Isthmus of Panama.

His first journey to the Pacific coast was made in

1859, and the last trip in 1864, while the longest

sojourn there was eighteen months. His marriage,

on New Year's Day, 1864, united him with Ennoy
(xray, daughter of James L. and Sarah I. (Mitchell)

Gray. Mrs. Richardson was burn in Vermont,

whence she accompanied her parents to Rockton

in Se))tember, 1852, at the age of nine years.

She was one of three children, her sister, Gertrude

D., dying in infancy, and her Ijrother, Henr^' M.,

dying in Fa^etteville, Ark., as the result of a wound

received while in the service. He enlisted in Com-

pany E, Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, at Men-

dota, 111., and served first as a private and after-

ward as an Orderly, until the battle of Prairie

Grove, Ark., where lie was mortally wounded. He
was an only son, honest and upright, and the

pride of his i)arenls who deeply mourned his death.

Soon after his decease, his mother died, at the age

of fifty-four years.

Mr. Gray afterward married again, his wife

being Frances A. Locke, who still resides in Rock-

ford. His death occurred in May 1888, at the

age of seventy-two years, and his large property
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was willed to his onlj' daughter, who is adminis-

tratrix. Mrs. Richardsou is a quiet, true and tal-

ented lad}', and prior to her marriage engaged

for a time in teaching. She is a member of the

Methodist Kpiscoi)aI Church, and has decided

opinions on all the important questions of the

age. She is tirm in her support of Prohibition and

will not rent out any of her stores either in Rock-

ton or Rockford for the use of the liquor trafUc,

even though she might thereby receive large ren-

tals.

Since their marriage, Mr. and !Mrs. IJichardson

have resided mostly on their farm in Rockton

Township, although they kept a hotel in Rockton

for one year. A short time since they located in

Rockford, where they exjiect to spend their re-

maining years. They have three childi'en: Henry

Gray; Nellie, the wife of Edgar Austin, of Shirland

Township, and Sarah, who married William Sears,

of Rockford. Mr. Richardsou owns a farm of

three hundred and twenty acres in Buena Vista

County, Iowa, upon which he has expended consid-

erable mone}' and has made many valuable im-

provements, lie still owns the Rockton Township

farm of two hundred and sixt3'-thrce acres, and his

large possessions represent his labor and judgment

in business transactions through many years.

While he has gained material success, he has never

stooped to deceit in order to enlarge his fortune,

but has been so upriglit, so conscientious and so

honorable in the accumulation of a competency,

and so generous in its distribution, that he has

won a warm place in the confidence of his fellow-

men.

OL. A. LUNDEN, brick mason of Rockford,

is a thorough-going, persevering and en-

terprising business man, and is eminently

deserving of all business success. He has

been a resident of Rockford since the year 1870,

has followed his trade as brick and mason me-

chanic from that time up to the present, and by

his honorable and reliable business methods has

been unusually successful. He owns a most beau-

tiful residence at No. 1410 Charles Street, and this

bears every evidence of the taste and culture of its

inmates.

Mr. Lunden is a Director anrl stockholder in the

Palace Folding Bed Company, is also interested in

other enterprises of the city, and takes an active

part in all movements for the growth and [)r(isper-

ity of this thriving city. Like the majority of the

residents of Rockford, Mr. Lunden is a Swede, and

has inherited all the sturdy traits of character of

that class of people. He was Ijorn in Elsboro Lan,

Wester Gothland Province, on .Lanuary 12, IS^>:'<.

and his early life was passed in much the usual

manner of b03-s of that country, in getting a good
practical education and learning a trade. Air.

Lunden seemed to have a natural talent for brick

and mason contracting and was three years in per-

fecting himself in this line of business. Jlanv of

his countrymen had crossed the ocean to America,

and young Lunden was filled with a desire to make
his future home in this country. He has since been

joined by his sister Mina, who is now the wife of

Mr. Lindquist, of Rockford, but our subject was

the first of his kinsmen to settle here.

The father of our subject, John Peterson, has

always followed agricultural pursuits in his native

countr}' and is prosperous and contented. He is

now seventy-six years of age and is a devout mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church. His wife received her

final summons in Sweden in 1869, when about

middle age. She was also a member of the Luth-

eran Church. Five children were the fruit of

this union and all are living and fairly prosperous.

Anna J. Peterson was the maiden name of

the lady whom our subject wedded in Rockford,

and she is also a native of Wester Gothland Prov-

ince, Sweden, born December 15, 1852. She at-

tained her growth and received a good practical

education in her native country, where she re-

mained until coming to the LTnited States, in 1873.

She was one of five children born to Peter and

Margaretta (Larson) Larson, the parents natives

of Wester Gothland Province, Sweden, where the

father is still living. He is an aged man, hav-

ing passed the seventieth milestone, but he holds

his years very well. His wife died there a num-

ber of years ago. Both were prominent Lutherans

in their religious belief. Mrs. Lunden was the
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only one of the family to come to the States. She

and her husband, our subject, are also members of

tlie Lutheran Cliurch. He is a Republican in poli-

ties. Tlicy are the parents of five children: Oscar

E., Alya. Alcxes, \'ictor II., and liertha.

>|^
IVILLIAM G. WOODRUFF is a fair speci-

\/\J/ nicn of a successful farmer who has gained

^^ a C(.)nipetence by zealous and well-directed

efforts, and at tlie present time is living retired in

the village of Pecatonica. He has one of the most

beautiful homes in the place, where his excellent

business traits and well-trained mind have placed

him in the front ranks of its best citizens. He
was born in New Marlboro, Mass., Seiitember 2,

1819, and is a son of .John L., Jr., and Hannah

(Sauford) "Woodruff.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, John

L. Woodruff, Sr., was born in Watertown, Conn.,

and spent his last da^-s in Blassachusetts. The

San fords were also natives of the Nutmeg Slate.

One of that name, Elisha Sanford, participated in

the War of 1812, and was a pensioner of the Gov-

ernment. Grandmother Sanford in her maidenhood

was Hannah Treat, a native of England.

He of whom we write was the youngest in a

family of ten children, and when thirteen years of

age left home and engaged to work on a farm for

!f<3..'jO per month. Two years later, he returned

home and assisted his father in operating the estate

until nineteen _years of age; at the end of that

time he embarked on a steamboat as deck hand for

a j^ear and later worked in a sawmill for *13 per

month.

In 1811). he of wIkiui we write came to Illinois,

and, locating in Carroll Count\', worked by the

month until his marriage, March 8, 1842, to Miss

;Mar>' C. Tucker. The ladj' was born April 30,

1821, in Newfield, Tompkins County, N. Y., and

is the daughter of Calvin and Mercy A. (Rice)

Tucker, tlie f(.irnier of wIkiui was liorn in Halifax,

^'t., Februar}' 21, 1792. He came to Carroll

County, 111., in 1840, and, purchasing a home near

Elkhorn Grove, was Postmaster there for fifteen

3'ears, in addition to the duties of which office he

carried on his trade of a blacksmith until 1860.

His decease occurred on the old farm February IG,

1882, and he left a family of eight children, five of

whom are yet living. So far .as is known, the

Tuckers were all agriculturists.

The mother of Mrs. Woodruff was born in

Providence, R. I., November 15, 1798, and was the

daughter of AVanton Rice, who was Captain in the

War of 1812. She died October 8, 1878, and her

father passed away in his eightieth year. The

maternal grandmother of our suliject was Mercy

Garner and many of her uncles were seafaring

men. The father of our subject was born Decem-

ber 4, 1789, in Waterbury, N. Y., and his wife had

her birth October 25, of the same year. They were

married November 22, 1801, and died respectively

in 1873, and 1871.

The four children born to Mr. and Mrs. Wood-
ruff are Harriet E., whose birth occurred March

22, 1843, and who died March 11, 1856; Frances

A., who was born December 24, 1845, died August

8, 1874; Emily C, born April 9, 1850, remains at

home, and a babe whose decease occurred Jul3' 9,

1852 After his marriage, Mr. Woodruff continued

to reside in Carroll Count}', where he operated

rented land for three years. In 1846, he went to

Boone County, where he remained for six months,

and selling out his small farm there removed to

Stephenson County, where he entered a tract of

forty acres from the Government, to which he

added one hundred and thirty acres and there re-

sided until 1881, a ijeriod of thirty-five years. Mr.

Woodruff, disposing of that property, purchased his

present home in Pecatonica, where he has since

lived retired.

During the early da3s in this county our sub-

ject remembers having driven hogs to the Galena

market, which he sold for ten shillings per hun-

dred pounds, and then had to pay for half of

dressing. He s(ild wheat from thirty-seven cents

to ninety-eight cents a bushel in Chicago, after

having hauled it a distance of one hundred and

twenty miles. He had the misfortune to lose his

first team of horses li}^ drowning and had not a

dollar with which to purchase anothei-. He w.as

given credit for an outfit, however, and was soon

enabled to pay for it. He did the most of his
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trading at Savanna in the early days, and often

drove ten or fifteen miles before seeing a house.

He i)urcliased his first new wagon by paying one-

half cash and the balance in corn at twelve cents a

bushel.

Mr. Woodruff uiiholds the [(olicy of the Uciiubli-

can party, having cast his first vote for William

Henry Harrison. He is a member in good stand-

ing of the Congregational Church, while his good

wife is a communicant of the Baptist denomina-

tion. Personall}', Mr. Woodruff is looked upon as

one of the leading men of the township. He is

progressive, liberal and public-spirited and his ca-

reer is indicative of the esteem and confidence

with which be is regarded by his fellow-citizens.

On March 8, 1892, Mr. and Mrs. Woodruff cele-

brated their golden wedding. All the children were

in attendance, in addition to many friends and ac-

quaintances. They were the recipients of many
useful presents.

WIOHN F. PETTEXGILL. A high place

among the farmers of Winnebago County

^,.^1 must be accorded to the gentleman whose

IJ^^ portrait accompanies this sketch, and who
has made a fortune by hard lalior, prudent econ-

om}' and business shrewdness. He is at present

occupying a fine homestead in Durand Township

and has alwaj'S managed his affairs in a thor-

oughly business-like manner, evincing remarkable

discernment and discretion.

A native of Massachusetts, and the son of James

and Betsey (Averill) Pettengili, our subject was

born in Boxford, February 23,1813. His parents,

who were well-to-do, were natives respectively of

New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Two brothers

originally came from England in an earlj' day

and settled in Maine, one of whom, Enoch, had a

large family of sons, from whom the Pettengills

in the United States arc descended.

The father of our subject was a farmer, and in

an early day moved to Ohio, where he was taken

sick, and, becoming very much discouraged, de-

cided to return to his native State. Being verj"

41

poor, he was only enabled to get as far as Buffalo,

which was then a small place, and there remained

for several years. Finally reaching li<inie. he re-

cuperated his health, and later, coming to lllini)is.

spent the remainder of his life at the lionie of our

subject. His wife also met her death in lliis State

while residing with a daughter.

Six children comprised the parental family:

James, who was born December 21, l.sil, died

while en route across the plains to California;

our subject was the second in order of birth

;

Eliza Ann, who was born November 30, 1811,

married John A, Jolmsdn and died in this ti.iwn-

ship; Warren, who was bciru Deceinlier 28, 181ti,

was a sailor and dieil in early life; (ieorge A.,

who was Ijorn August 19, 1820, died in Durand

in March, 1890; Ruby Foster, who was born Au-

gust 1, 1828, is now Mrs. Charles Harvey, of Du-

luth, Minn.

John F. Pettengili was quite young when the

family removed to (.)liio. He spent the years

from eight to seventeen in Buft'alo, and wlien re-

turning to Massachusetts was engaged as a c(.in-

tractor and builder. lu March, 1837, he came to

Illinois, and, stopping for a time in Chicago,

worked on the construction of the canal at Joliet,

where he had charge of a number of teams. In

May of the above year, he came to Winnebago

County and purchased a claim on section 1,3, Du-

rand Township, for which he paid i^lOO. .Vfter

putting up hay for his cattle, he went to Fox
River and was employed in working b^' the

month for a time. The following year he l.u-oke

land on his own purchase and was also occupied

in that kind of work for other parties. For the

next three seasons, he was engaged in teaming in

the lead regions with four yoke of cattle, during

which time he made about $50 per mouth.

Our subject gives his entire attention to farm-

ing pursuits and is now the possessor of four hun-

dred broad acres, all of which he has placed under

excellent tillage. In addition to his farm prop-

erty, he owns several houses and lots in Durand,

the rental of which brings him in a handsome in-

come. His dwelling is a very large structure,

having been built for an hotel and stores. It w.as

erected at a cost of 810,000, and occupies a front
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rank in the list of Winnebago County's rural

homes.

For the past forty years, My. Petteugill has

acterl as a local i)reaeher of the Methodist Church.

With his estimable wife, he is honored and re-

spected, not only for what he is but for what he

has done to jiromote the growth of the county

and establish its material prosperity. In early

life a Whig, he nt)w votes with the Prohibition

liart}-, and in local affairs has been the incum-

bent of various positions, among which is that of

.Supervisor.

The lady to whom our suVijecl was married in

January, 1842, was Miss Maria Judd; she departed

this life in February, 1870. September 1.5,1873,

Mr. Pettengill was united to Katie, daughter of

the Rev. S. and Mary Ann (Jewel) Helsliy, natives

of Maryland, where the mother died. Mrs. Pet-

tengill was born January 2, 1838, in Baltimore,

that State. After the death of her mother, her

father married Sarah Ann Ridgeway. In 1859, he

came West, and died January 25, 1892, in Ga-

lena, 111.

ELISHA A. COOK. Ever}' community is

bound to have among her citizens a few

men of recognized influence and ability,

who by their systematic and careful, thorough

manner of work attain to a success which is justly

deserved. Among this class is Elisha A. Cook, a

man esteemed to be a prominent and substantial,

as well as progressive, farmer of Bonus Township.

He was born in the town of Lawrence, Otsego

County, N. Y., March 30, 1841, and his parents,

Chauncey and Lovina (Andrews) Cook, were na-

tives of the Excelsior State also. The parents passed

their lives in their native State and died in Otsego

County, the father when about sixt^'-one j^ears of

age, and the mother at the age of thirty years.

Our subject's paternal grandparents, Holden and

Ruth (Joslyn) Cook, were originally from Rhode
Island, but died in Otsego Countj% N. Y., at the

age of sixty-flve and seventy-seven years, respect-

ively. They were the parents of eight children,

all now deceased. Holden Cook was a son of

Samuel Cook, also a native of Rhode Island, but

who received his final summons in New York State.

The maternal grandparents of our subject, Eleazor

and Daphme (Goodale) Andrews, were natives of

Vermont, Init died in Onondaga County, N. Y.,

when quite aged, the father at about ninety-three

years.

The subject of this sketch remained with his

parents until twenty years of age, and then enlisted

at Albany, N. Y., August 8, 1861, in Company B,

Forty-fourth New York Regiment, and served until

November, 1862. He was wounded at Malvern Hill

and was on the battle field for a week. Afterward

he was in Libl\y Prison, and after getting out he

was for four mouths in the hospital. He partici-

pated in the following battles: Siege of York-

town, Hanover Court House, Gaiues'Mills, Malvern

Hill, and in many skirmishes. He was mustered

out at Pliiladelphia for disability on the 26th of

November, 1862, and returned to his home in New
York State. On the 20th of February, 1864, he

came to Boone County, 111., and as his means were

limited he worked by the month for three years.

On the 18th of February, 1866, Mr. Cook was

united in marriage with Miss Sarah J. Hoppen, a

native of Holman, Dearborn County, Ind., born

May 18, 1846. Her parents, Reuben and Martha

M. (Givan) Hoppen, are natives of Prospect, New
Haven County, Conn., and Maryland, and now
reside near oxu' subject in Bonus Township. Mrs.

Cook's mother was the daughter of Joshua Givan,

who was also a native of Maryland, but who died

in Dearborn County, Ind.

After his marriage, our suljject worked by the

month for a year and then, having accumulated

sutticient means, he purchased his present farm of

one hundred acres, which had some improvements

on it. A poor man at the outset, Mr. Cook has

worked his way up until he is now in the enjoy-

ment of a comfortable competency. He has ever

taken a deep interest in all public enterprises, and,

in politics, is a supporter of Republican principles,

easting his first Presidential vote for Grant. He
has held a number of local offices in the county,

and for years has been a member of the Committee

on Highw,ays, also a member of the School Board.

Socially, he is a member of Hurlburt Post, G. A. R.,
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of Belvidere. Mr. Cook is of English ancestry,

and many of liis ancestors were professional men.

One of bts uncles was a Colonel in the Civil War,

and a cousin held the rank of Captain. Grand-

father Holden Cook was in tiie War of 1812, and

the ancestors farther back were in the Revulution-

ary War.

1 ICIIARD N. MOFP^VTT. Perhaps there are

no more enterprising residents of "Winne-

bago County than those who, like our sub-

)
ject, one of the first-class farmers of Shir-

land Township, are natives of this county. The

father of our subject, George M. Moffatt, was' born

in England, December 11, 1819, and was brought by

his parents to Canada when an infant, they locating

near Kingston, Canada. At the age of twenty-

eight, he and his wife came to Winnebago County.

The grandfather of our subject, Richard Moffatt,

was a farmer in Canada, where his decease occurred

at an advanced age. His wife bore the name of

Charlotte AVood and reared eleven children. One

of the sons, Peter, who was six feet and two inches

in height and a good swimmer, was drowned when

a yonug man.

The mother of our subject was, prior to her mar-

riage, Lydia M. Hicks, born July 13, 1826, a native

of Canada,where she met and married Mr. Moffatt at

the age of eighteen years. July 6, 1846, they came

to Owen Township, AVinnebago County, where

they entered a claim of Government land in com-

pany with Mrs. Moffatt's father. They occupied

that property for the succeeding four or five j^ears,

when, by the rascality of one Dr. Kellogg, they were

compelled to leave their home. Mr. Moffatt then

rented land for six years and then again occupied

a home with his father-in-law, who died in the

spring of 1865. The mother of Mrs. Moffatt passed

away April 12, 1859, leaving two children. Her

sister Zilpha Mahala, the wife of Henry Harndou,

now resides in Nebraska.

Mr. and Mrs. Moffatt lost an infant son in Can-

ada, and since residing in Hlinois have laid away

Sylvester II., who died .aged two years and three

months, and Alfred L., who was drowned in the Pec-

atonica River, July 11, 1886, in his sixteenth year.

He was a bright and promising young man and his

death was a severe blow to the family. The chil-

dren living are Richard N., George E., L^'dia B.

and Manford M. Mrs. George Moffatt, mother of

our subject, departed this life, April 27, 1888, aged

sixtj'-one years, nine months and fourteen days.

The family are descendants of wealthy ancestors in

England.

The original of this sketch resided with his par-

ents until thirt3'-four years of age, and January 16,

1881, was married to Miss Maurilla J., daughter of

Jonathan and Hannah P. (A'adakin) Todd, natives

of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, respectively.

Air. and 3Irs. Todd emigrated from New Jersey to

this State in 1855, when Airs. Aloffatt was six

nu)ntlis old. The father died in Harrison Town-

shiii, this county, in April, 1871, leaving his widow

with four children: Alilton I., George R., Daniel

D. and Mrs. Moffatt. Airs. Todd is still living at

the age of seventy-two years; she comes of a

long-lived race, her mother, wlio still survives,

being ninety-four years of age, and many of the

latter's sisters are in the nineties.

—^—^^-~- ^—

,^ILL1AM C. GORDON, a resident farmer

' of Guilford Township,AVinnebago County,

owns and operates a fine farm conveniently

and pleasantly situated on section 30, within half

a mile of Rockford. lie is a native of Pennsyl-

vania, his birth having occurred in Clearfield

Count}', November 13, 1828. His father, Patrick

Gordon, was born in Ireland, of Scottish f)arentage,

was reared in the Emerald Isle, and when a young

man went to England, whence he came to America.

He was married in Centre County, Pa., to Elizabeth

Cook, who was born in Lancaster County. They
afterward removed to Clearfield Count}-, where

Mr. Gordon purchased a farm of one hundred and

seven acres, and there resided until 1846, when he

came to Illinois, locating in Monroe Township,

Ogle County, where he secured a tract of Govern-

ment land. His death occurred in November of

the same year. His wife long survived him and

died in Ogle County at a rijie old .age. AVith one
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exception, all of her nine children grew to mature

years. They were as follows: Thomas, William C,

Arthur, Margaret, John, James, George and May.

We now take up the personal historj' of tiiir

subject, wlio was reared in his native county, and

with his parents lie came to Illinois. The journej'

was made by team and canal to Pittsburg, and

thence down the Ohio and up the Mississippi

I\i\ers. He here l)egan working by the month,

following that occupation until early in 1852,

when he made preparations to go to California.

He made the journey with James Riddle and his

wife, leaving Peru, 111., in April of that year.

They crossed the plains and at length arrived at

their destination. The onl}' white people living

between the Missouri River and California were

the missionaries and soldiers, and the Mormons, at

Salt Lake City. Mr. Gordon eng.aged in mining

for a time, and was then emplojed at 84 per day.

Later, he received §75 per month and his board.

He remained in California until 1854, when he

started for home, making the journey by wav of

the Isthmus of Panama and New York.

During his absence, Mr. Gordon had sent money

home and purchased the interest of the other heirs

in the eightj' acres of land which his father had

secured in Ogle County. On his return, he did not

at once locate thereon, but worked by the month
until 1857, when he built upon his land and there

resided until 18G4. In that year he sold out and

purchased one liundred and sixty acres of land in

Spring Township, uiM:]n which he made his home
for a period of two years. He then again sold

Ids land, and returned to Ogle County, purchas-

ing a farm of two hundred acres on the line of

I)e Kail I Comity. That property he still owns,

liut in 188o he rented it, and made purchase of

seventy-nine acres in Guilford Township. This is

yet his property and is a well-improved farm

with good buildings and other such accessories.

Leaving his son-in-law in charge of it, in 1888 he

purchased and removed to his present farm, com-
prising twenty-eight and one-half acres of land

within a half mile of the city of Rockfor '.

Ill \sC,i Mr. (iordon wedded Mary (Foulk)

Steele, who was Ijorn in Cumberland County, Pa.,

and is a daughter of Peter and Susan (Scliowalter)

Foulk, the former a native of Berks County and

the latter of Lancaster County, Pa. After his

marriage, Mr. Foulk settled in Cuiiilierlaiid County,

wlience he afterward removed to Periy County,

and in 1851 he emigrated to Illinois. For some

time he was a resident of Stephenson County, and

then purchased a farm on the dividing line between

Ogle and De Kail) Counties, where he resided for a

few years. On selling vut, he became a resident

of Black Hawk County, Iowa, where he purchased

land and engaged in agricultural pursuits for some

years. During his remaining days he lived a re-

tired life in Waterloo, lovva, his death occurring in

1887. His wife w.as called to her final rest in 1888.

Their daughter Mary first became the wife of

Cadwallarder Steele, who died in 1854, leaving one

son, Frank P., now a resident of De Kalb County,

111. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon have one daughter, Min-

nie J., wife of N. P. Wilson, a resident of Guilford

Township. They have also lost three children: one

who died in infancy; Emma, who died at the age

of three years; and Ida May, who died at the age

of seventeen. Mrs. Gordon is a member of the First

Christian Church of Rockford. Mr. C^ordon is a

public-spirited and progressive citizen of this com-

munity and a self-made man who deserves great

credit for his success in life.

Y
I
ABEZ D. HART, who is engaged in agricul-

tural pursuits on sections 7, 8 and 18, CUiil-

^-::^.
I

ford Townshii), Winnebago County, claims

^^^fJ New York as the State of his nativity. He
wai born in Ontario County, November 28, 1834,

and traces his ancestry back to Deacon Stephen

Hart, of Braintree, England, who came to America

in 1632, locating in Cambridge, Mass., whence

he removed to Connecticut. He was one of the

fift3'-four first settlers of Cambridge, Mass., became

one of the proprietors of Hartford, and one of the

eighty-four proprietors of Farininglon. In 1647,

he became one of the Deiiuties of the General

Court of Connecticut, and served fifteen consecu-

tive sessions. In 1653, he was appointed for the

town of F'ariuington to assist the Constables to

impress men into the army then being raised. He
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was the first Deacon of the church of Farmington,

and died in March, 1682. Ilis descendants in reg-

ular order were: John Hart, Capt. John Hart,

Isaac Hart, Job Hart and Jabez,tlie grandfather of

OLir subject.

Jabez Hart was born in Kensington, Conn.,

in 1756, and there married Jemima Brace. In

1785, lie removed to Victor, Ontario County, N.

Y., becoming one of the first settlers of that local-

it}'. He purch.ased a tract of timber land a mile

square and cleared a farm, the family enduring all

the hardships and privations of pioneer life, such

as grinding their corn in a coffee-mill. etc. The

grandparents both died on that farm. Their chil-

dren were Harvej*, Tryphena, Theodocia, John.

Demas, Cj'rus, George, Eunice and Frederick.

Frederick Hart was the father of our subject.

He was born in Ontario County, N. Y., August 6,

1802, was there reared and educated, and, for a few

years engaged m the manufacture of fanning-

mills. He purch.ased two different farms in Victor

Township, and there resided until 1854, when he

emigrated to Illinois and settled in Guilford Town-

ship, purchasing a farm on section 5, where he

made his home until called to his final rest in

1864. His wife bore the maiden name of Sylvia

Rowley, and was born in the town of Victor, in

1800, her parents being early settlers of that lo-

calit}'. She died at the home of her daughter,

Mrs. Collins. The children of the family were

Sophia, Augustus, Melvina, Jabez and Eliza.

The subject of this sketch spent the d.ays of his

boj'hood and j-outh in the county of his nativity,

and acquired his education in its public schools.

With his parents he came to Illinois in 1854, and

engaged in teaching school during the winter sea-

son for some time, while in the summer months he

followed farming. In 1857, he was united in mar-

riage with Charlotte Melutire, and immediate!}'

thereafter took charge of the home farm, to the

development and improvement of which he de-

voted his energies. He has owned several farms in

the vicinity of Rockford, 111., and has been quite

extensiveh' interested in dealing in Iowa land and

in stock-raising. In 1866, he settled upon the farm

which is yet his home. It is an arable tract of land,

under a hitrh state of cultivation, and well im-

proved with good buildings and all the accessories

of a model farm. The home, which is situated on

an eminence, commands an extended view of the

Rock River Valley.

Four children have been born unto Jlr. and Sirs.

Hart, two sons and two daughters: Belle C, Albert

E., Fred A. and Jennie May. Belle and Fred arc

both members of the Methodist Church. Mr. Hart

holds membership with Harmony Grange No. 557,

and Rockford Lodge No. 102, A. F. & A. M. In

politics, he is a supporter of Republican principles,

but has never sought or desired public office, pre-

ferring to devote his entire attention to his bu.si-

ness, which he has followed with signal success.

-^ --=^^>^^<^

Ifi^^ RS. AUGUSTA HARDY, daughter of John

J. Crill, was born on her father's farm in

Monroe Township, Ogle Count}', 111., and,

after acquiring her education in the pub-

lic schools, received a teacher's certificate. Had

she been in poor circumstances and obliged to

earn her own livelihood, she would doubtless have

followed that profession, but was not called upon

to do so. Seventeen years ago, at her home in

Monroe Township, she gave her hand in marriage

to Henry Hardv. He is a native of the Empire

State, and was only about seven years of .age when,

with his parents, he came to Winneb.ago County,

111., the days of his boyhood and youth being spent

in the vicinit}' of Rockford, and his education be-

ing .acquired in the common schools.

Henry Hardy's parents, John and Margaret

(Smith) Hardy, are both deceased. They were

natives of the Empire State, and the fatiier fol-

lowed farming as his chosen occupation. He was

a very successful agriculturist, and continued to en-

gage in that pursuit in this county for many years,

but later went to Michigan, where he died. He w.as

then advanced in life. His wife had died some jears

previous in this county in the faith of the Method-

ist Church, of which she was a member. Mr. and

Mrs. Hardy were excellent people, and will be re-

membered by many of their old friends and ac-

quaintances in this community. Their family

numbered eiirht children.
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Henry Hai'd}' for some years has been engaged

in business in Rockford, and is regarded as one of

the wide-awake, enterprising and progressive citi-

zens. He and liis wife own some valuable prop-

erty, and are in comfortaltle eircnmstances. In

politics, he is a supiiorter of Reimblican principles,

and himself and wife attend the First Congrega-

tional Clinreli. They have one daughter, M.

Blanche, who was educated in the Rockford city

schools, and is an acccimplished j'oung lady, yet at

home.

elTARLES A. WORKS, Prosecuting Attorney

for Winnebago County, residing at Rock-

ford, was born in Guilford Township, Win-

nebago County, this State, May 4, 1848. His fa-

ther, Charles, one of the pioneers of this county,

was born in Westmoreland, Cheshire County, N. H.,

November 24, 1803. His grandfather, A.aron,

was a New England farmer, and spent his last

years in Westmoreland. After receiving a com-

mou-sclmol education in liis native village, the

father of our suliject removed to New York State,

where he engaged in teaching and made his ho;iie

until 1834.

Coming to HIinois din-ing thatj'ear, Mr. Works,

Sr., located in Ottawa and resided there until Feb-

ruary, 1836, when he came to Winnebago County.

At that time, two or three families occupied the

l>resent site of Rockford, and the surrounding

country was but sparsely settled, the county itself

not having been organized nor any land survey's

completed. He made a claim to a tract of Govern-

ment land in what is now Guilford Towusiiip and

erected a log house, in which the subject of our

sketcli was born. In 18G3, after having spent a

lifetime in the occupation of farming, he came to

Rockford and lived retired until he passed away

in 1881. His fellow-citizens recognized his fitness

for positions of trust and he was frequently called

u[)on to occupy official posts of honor. In 1868,

he was elected Justice of the Peace and held the

office until his death. He was the first Supervisor

of Guilford Townshiji, also served as Collector and

Assessor and for four years .as County Treasurer.

In his political belief, he was a firm Republican and

was one of the voters at the first election ever

held in Winnebago Count}'.

The maiden name of the motiier of our subject

was .leanette Sanford and she was born in Ver-

mont. .She was the mother of three children:

Charles A., Mary H. .and Laura J. The son, who
is the subject of this notice, received his education

in the public schools of the district and was gradu-

ated from the East Side High .School in 1868.

Afterward he entered Beloit College, where he

completed hisliterarj' education in the Class of '73.

Upon starting out in business, Mr. Works ac-

cepted the position of clerk in the office of the

Clerk of the .Supreme Court at Ottawa, where

he remained until 1K75. In .September of that

year, he was elected Superintendent of Schools

in the city of La Salle and occupied that posi-

tion two years, when he entered the office of

the Circuit Clerk at Ottawa and served as Deputy

Clerk until the spring of 1878. During the en-

tire period of his residence in La .Salle County, he

devoted his leisure hours to the study of law, and

was admitted to practice at the Bar of Illinois in

1878. About the same time, he received an ap-

pointment to a position with the United States

Superintendent of Indian Affairs stationed at

Yankton, Dak.

During tlie latter part of 1878, Mr. Works re-

turned to Rockford, and in January of the follow-

ing year opened an office for the practice of law,

since which time he h.as been engaged activelj^ as

an attorney and counselor-at-law. He was elected

States Attorney in 1880 and has served ever since

(1802) with universal satisfaction and honor to

himself. A Republican politically, he cast his first

vote for Gen. Grant, and has always upheld the

principles of the partj- of his choice. In 1888, he was

a delegate to the Republican National Convention.

He was instructed for Gresham, voting for him

first and for President Harrison afterward. .Sc-

cialljs he is a member of Rockford Lodge No. 102,

A. F. & A. M., Winnebago Chapter No. 24, R. A.

M. and Crusader Commandery No. 17, K. T., Free-

port Consistory, and attained the Thirty-third

Degree in Boston, in .September, 1891.

In November, 1880, the marriage of Mr. Works



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 923

to Miss Eva Enoch took place, aiul the}' are the

parents of three children: Marion S., Mabel J. and

Helen C. They are members of the Westminister

Presh3'terian Church, and liberal supporters of re-

ligious and benevolent enterprises. Mrs. Works

was born in Guilford Towaiship, Winnebago Coun-

ty, 111., November 24, 1853. Her grandparents,

Henry and Mary Enoch, were natives respectively

of Pennsylvania and Maryland, and the former

erected the first building in Guilford Township, it

being a log cabin.

Hon. Abraham I. Enoch, father of Mrs. Works,

was born in Da3-ton, Ohio, and in September,

1835, accompanied his parents thence to AVinne-

bago County. The family was one of the first to

settle in the township, and the mother was a

charter member of the first Methodist Episcopal

Cliurch organized in the countj\ Abraham I.

Enoch engaged in farming in Guilford Township

until 1867, when he removed to Rockford and was

associated with James B. Skinner and C. C. Briggs in

the manufacture of agricultural implements until

ills death in 1883, April 30. He served two terms in

the Illinois State Legislature, and held many other

positions of trust during his life. Tlie maiden

name of the mother of Mrs. Works was Catherine

J. Davis, and she was born near London, Canada,

the (laughter of Thaddeus and Catherine Davis.

She is still living and makes her home in Koekfor<l.

SAAC A. CORNPXL. Among the progressive

farmers and stockraisers of Boone County, we

/£ are i)leased to present a sketch .of the gentle-

man whose name appears at the head of this para-

graph, and whose pleasant home and excellent farm

are to be found in Manchester Township, where he

lias resided for the past thirty-eight 3-ears. His

father, Amos Cornell, Jr., was born in Vermont,

March 25, 1807, and w.as brought to Hamilton

County, N. Y., when an infant, by his parents,

Amos and Rhoda Cornell, the former a native of

Vermont, born February 3, 1779, and the latter of

the same State, born April 9, 1781. Amos Cornell,

Sr., was a farmer, and after coming to New York
State, settled in the wilderness on one hundred

and forty-five acres of land, liic sanir being in

three counties, Hamilton, Fulton and Saratoga.

He erected a rude log house on the Saratoga cor-

ner of his farm, and there he and his thrifty and
economical wife resided man^' 3'ears, and reared

their three children. When quite advanced in

years, they removed to an adjacent village, named
Northville, and there Mr. Cornell passed away
when seventy-seven years of age.

Amos Cornell, Jr., father of our subject, selected

his wife in the person of Miss Hannah S. Ayles-

worth, of Rhode Island, and four living children

blessed this union. They buried one son, .John A.,

who was drowned in a small pond near the house,

when but twenty months old. This was a crushing-

blow to the bereaved jiarents. The children

who grew to adult j'ears were as follows: Mar-

tha A., deceased; Isaac A., our subject; Laura

M., now Mrs. Ilalsey G. Clark, of Rockford; and
Lottie A., deceased. The father of these children

died at the early age of thirty-seven years, and

the mother received her final summons in North-

ville, April 3, 1864, when fifty-live years of age.

Isaac A. Cornell, our subject, was born in Hamil-

ton Couutj^ N. Y., in 1830, and when twenty-four

3-ears of age, he was filled with a desire to try iiis

fortune in the Far West. In 1854, he came to

Boone Couut3', 111., and in June of that year pur-

chased one hundred and tliirt}- acres at ^12 per

acre, part of his present fine farm. In the pleas-

ant month of June, 1859, he was united in mar-

riage to Miss Maiy E. Cady, a native of Steuben

Count3', N. Y., who was brought to Manchester

Township when four years of age, I)}- her father.

Alvah Cad}-, one of the first settlers of Manchester

Township (see sketch of Dewitt C. Cady). After

their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Cornell settled at

once on their present farm, and went vigorousl}-

to work to make improvements, and get a comfort-

able home. They now have four hundred and ten

acres of good, productive land, for which they paid

from 812 to S45 per acre, and Mr. Cornell is en-

gaged in general farming. He has worked hard

all his life until within the last five 3ears, and has

been unusuall3- prosperous. When first starting,

he received a gift of $600 from liis mother, and
since tlien lie has inherited ^l.KXl. but the most of
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his wealth has been accumulated ])y yecirs of hard

work on the part of lliln:^elf and wife. Althougli

they met with fiome reverses and discouragements,

as tlie liest of farmers do, tliev still persevered, and

can now enjoy the fruits of thi'ir lalior.

C)ur sulijeet and his wife hist one infant son,

diaries, in 18("i2, and they now liave four living

children, a daugljter and tliree sons: Amos E., en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits on one of Mr. Cor-

uoU's farms, married Miss Mary Roth, a neighbor's

daughter; Alvah A. carries on Mr. Cornell's farm,

and married Bliss Eva Johnson, of this townshiii,

and has one daughter three years old; Alice M..

now Mrs. Clarence Adams, resides in Beloit, Wis.,

and lias one son; and Charles A., a 3'oung man at

liome, and a sturdy son of the soil. jMr. Cornell

has voted with the Rci)ublicans generally, but is

not a strict partisan, and will vote for a good

Democrat. He is a member of but one .secret so-

ciety, the Anti-IIorse Thief organization, started

in 1858, and he has lieen its Secretary for many

years. Tliis society has proved a fine thing in the

neigliborhood.

IIAIJLES II. IIorivINS, auotlier prominent

farmer, whose time tlius far has been spent

in furthering tlie agricultural interests of

the county, is a native of Erie County, N. Y.,boi'n

in 183.5. Mis fatlier, Cyrus II. Hopkins, was a na-

tive of Massaeliusetts, as was also Grandfather IIop-

Ivins, who [lassed his cntii'c life in that State,

engaged in agrit'\iltural pui'suits, dying when in

the prime of life. 1 1 is family consisted of live

sons and one daughter, and his widow was long

known as the ^Vidow Ransom, having married

again.

Cyrus Ilojikins was born in the year 178"2, l)Ut

reinoveil from the old Bay State to Erie County,

N. Y., in 1 SOI, and was there engaged in opening up

a road from ISatavia to Buffalo. While on his way
to New York State, lie stopped at: an hotel in Ver-

mont, and there met two sisters (twins) with whom
he became ileeiily enanmred. The admiration

seemed mutual all around, but Mr. Hopkins found

himself in a diU-mma, for he could not tell one

from the other, so striking was the resemblance.

However, he w.as not the one to get discouraged

over this novel situation, and, as he was deter-

mined to marry one of the young ladies, he selected

Charlotte, and their nuptials were celebrated on

the 3d of March, 1811. The other sister was named

Loretta. This ha[)py union resulted in the birth

of twelve children, six sons and six daughters.

Mrs. Hopkins' father, Mr. Bissell, was the proprie-

tor of an hotel in Randolph, Vt., in connection

with which he also carried on agricultural pur-

suits.

]\Ir. and IMrs. Hopkins settled in Erie C'ounty,

about eighteen miles East of Buffalo, on a timber

tract, where they continued to reside until 1855,

except for about seven years, when they resided

twenty-three miles west of Buffalo. At the above-

mentioned date, seeing a better opening for them

in the West, they sold out, and with their four

j'oungest children, having buried one in New
York State, they came to Roscoe Township, Win-

nebago County, 111. They reared to adult years the

following children: Cyrus B., Henry L,, Loretta M.,

Charlotte S., Dorothy A., Eliza A., John O., Will-

iam W., Sarah B., Nelson F., Charles H. and

.lane W. Of these the following are now deceased:

Sarah B., Doroth}' A., Loretta M. and Cyrus B.

Those now living are married and the heads of

families. Mr. Hopkins' son WUliam came to

Winnebago Count}' in 1854, one year prior to his

father's settlement here, and located in Beloit,

where he followed the carpenter's trade.

Mr. Hopkins purchased of Dewey Brown .sev-

enty-one acres on section 3, where our subject is

now living, and paid $28 per acre for this. Ou it

was a fair house .and barn, and here Mr. Hopkins

and the partner of his joys and sorrows, his estim-

able wife, passed the closing scenes of their lives,

he dying September 6, 1863, when eighty-one

years of .age, and his wife on the 16th of March,

1885, when ninety-four years of age. Mrs. Hop-

kins was a frail and very delicate woman all her

life, but preserved her mental faculties up to the

Last. Mr. Hopkins was an active participant in

the War of 1812, and was in the Quartermaster's

department. His brother Timothj' was a General

in that war, and both came out unscathed.





^^^^^ <^^i.^<::^/-^c
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Charles II. Hopkins, tlie subject of tliis sketch,

lias been a life-long farmer, and has resided on the

old hoinstead in Roscoe Townshij) since 1855, ex-

cept for two years, 1870 and 1871, when lie visited

relatives in Erie County and Brooklyn, X. Y. In

1871), he was married to ^Nliss Emma L. Lund, who

was left an orphan when six fir seven years

of age. She was adopted by the parents of our

subject and was reared as one of the family. This

union has proved a most happy one, and all their

children, three in number, are living: Clara M.,

born in 1878; Nellie J., in 1881; and Isadore, in

1885. These children are attending school at Be-

loit. The eldest, Clara, has marked taste and tal-

ent for art, and both she and her sister Nellie are

apt musical scholars. Mr. Hopkins' business is

farming in a general way, but his stock is mostly

sheep, of which he prefers and raises the medium

grade. He is in no sense a politician, nor an ultra

partisan, but votes with the Republicaii party.

y^US LENDSTROM. The brick and stone

III —, mason trade is of primary- significance, and

^^]^ foremost among those engaged in it in

Rockford is Mr. Lendstrom, a contractor and first-

class workman. This gentleman, whose portrait is

shown on the opposite page, first came to this citj-

in 1867, but afterward, in 1869, went to Topeka,

Kan., where he resided for four years. From there

he went to Kansas Cit^', and one j-ear later to Chi-

cago, where he resided for fourteen years. In the

meantime, in 1882, he removed his family to Rock-

ford, and since 1887 he has made his permanent

home in this city. He has been very successful in

his business enterprises, and besides owning a good

home at No. 727 North First Street, owns three lots

in the North End, with a fine brick residence on

one.

Mr. Lendstrom was born in Wester Gothland

Province, Sweden, March 6, 1841, and was the first

of the familj- to come to the United States. He
commenced learning his trade in Stockholm, Init

finished in New York City. He has been a very

progressive and skillful workman, and the thor-

ough training he received in Stockholm, and the

special tiaining he gained in the Empire City, arc

aiipareut in liis work. His parents, Lawrence and

INIaria C. (Dnllicrg) Lendstrom. were natives of

Sweden, tlie fatlior liorn in IsilH, and the molhcr

in 1803. Tlioy were proiiiinently ideiiti lied witli

the Lutlicran Cliun.'h, and died in their native

country. They had another ^on liesidc our ,-ub-

ject residing in the States, William Lendstrom, a

grocer at Austin, Tex.

Gus Lendstrom selected his wife in the person of

Miss Henrietta Ilaltgren, and their nuptials were

celebrated in Wester Gothland Province, Swe<len,

where her birth occurred Decemlier 1, 181.'). Her

parents, Henrj'and Gustava (Strembach) Ilaltgren,

came to the United States in 1871, and settled in

Chicago. They were the parents of five children,

one deceased, and three now living in Rockford.

The father died when sixty-four 3'ears of age, and

the mother when sixty. Both held membership in

the Lutheran Church.

Mr. Lendstrom and his wife became tlie parents

of ten children, two deceased: .Tohn and llickla.

Those living are as follows: Charles P., a grocer of

Rockford. who married Miss Cartensa Lundstrom;

Anna, who became the wife of Frank I>undstrom,

of the firm of Larson it Lundstrom, on North

Madison Street; Jennie, a clerk at Hills A- Olson's

dry-goods store; Lawrence II., a brick-mason; t)s-

car G., who is employed in Wilkins" Factory;

Laura, Nina and Matthew, who are at home. Mr.

Lendstrom and family are members of the Swedish

IMethodist Episcopal Church.

^.j..}..J.4.;-.

AURENCE McDonald, n affords the

11 (rff) biographical writer pleasure to be alile to

record in this volume the main incidents

in the life of Mr. McDonald, who has been Justice

of the Peace in Seward Township, Winnebago

County, for the past twenty-seven years. He has

also held the oltice of Assessor for nine years.

School Director for fifteen yeai-s. and Township

Trustee for nine j-ears. He was elected to the

State Legislature in 1881-82. during which time

he served on many important committees. He is
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a member of the Agiiculturn,! Board, and is now
the oldest ollieor in that body, having served in all

the chairs. lie is al.s(j Vice-president of the Old

Settlers' Societ3'of Seward, which he has served on

various occasions as Historian.

Januarj' 6, 1833, our subject was born in County

IMeath, Ireland, his parents being Patrick and Julia

McDonald, natives of the above-named county.

The father was a shepherd and stock-dealer, and

died in his native place wlieu seventy-seven years

of age. Our subject was one in a family of eleven

children, and in 1854, in company with his mother

and a niece, emigrated to the United States, and

located in Kew .Ierse\', where Mrs. McDonald

passed aw.ay in 186G, when eighty-four years of

age.

The original of this sketch, in 18.55, landed in

Winneb.ago County with Ijut *1 in his pocket. He
immediately went to work fcir ex-Gov. Belli), by

whom he was employed for several years, and at

the end of that time purchased his present property

and established a home of his own. September 1,

1867, he was married to Miss Mary, daughter of

David and Elizabeth L. Williams, who was born

May 24, 184G, in this county. Her father was a

native of Maescar, Carmarthenshire, South Wales,

and was the son of George and Mary (Jones)

Williams, also natives of Wales. The father

of Mrs. McDonald came to Rockford, this State,

in 1840, and in 1877 returned to Wales, where

his death occurred when seventy-three years old.

His wife,the mother of Mrs. McDonald, still resides

on tlic old iiome in Wales; she was the mother

of four children, two of whom are deceased.

Mr. McDonald is the proprietor of a magnilieent

estate of eight hundrecl ami sixteen acres, all of

which are cultivated and well stocked. He is

shrewd, careful and persistent in his operations,

and displays great vigor in his undertakings, but

with all is modest and conscientious in his deal-

ings. Of his familj' of thirteen children, two are

deceased. Those living arc as follows: Elizabeth A.,

Edward, .lohn, Julia F., Mary, Charlotte, Emil^-,

Patrick, Davi<l, Laurence, Jr., and Jlargaret. Those

deceased are Katie and Rose.

Mr. IMcDonald had several nejihcws who were

soldiers in tlie late war, they being sons of a sister

who resided in New Jersey. He has^voted the

Republican ticket from the organization of the

party, with the exception of twelve years when

he voted the Democratic ticket for Greeley, Til-

den and Hancock. He has ever been active in

political work, as his continuance for so many
j-ears in office would indicate. He has the ready

speech and quick intelligence of the race from

which he descends, is respected as his good qual-

ities deserve, and like other members of his family,

is a devout member of the Catholic Church.

-^^

\tl ^ON. SEELY PERRY. Among the resi-

If )j)
flcnts of Rockford who have devoted

/^W^ themselves untiringly to the development

(lj§^ of the business resources of this place, we

find the name of Mr. Perry, who is President of

the Rockford Lumber and Fuel Compan}', one of

the important industries of Winnebago Count}'.

He is truly honored by his neighbors, and his long

life of industry, usefulness and integrity has

given him a hold on the community which all

might well desire to share. He is an old settler in

Rockford and is seventy 3'ears of age, having been

born in Stockbridge, Berkshire County, Mass., Aug-

ust 22, 1822, and it is universally conceded that

he has not an enemy in the world.

The father of our subject, Ezra Perry, w.as also

born in Stockbridge, in 1793. His father, Peter

Perry, was a native of Rhode Island, where the

great-grandfather of our subject, also named Peter

Pen-}-, was born. The latter-named gentleman was

of Welsh ancestry and spent his entire life in his

native State, where he carried on the occupation of

a fanner. Grandfather Perry removed from Rhode

Island to Berkshire Count}', Mass., where he was

among the early settlers of Stockbridge, locating

niidwa}' between the present sites of Glendale and

Housatonic. There he cleared a farm in the wil-

derness and resided until his death. The maiden

name of his wife, the grandmother of our subject,

was Lydia Wilmarth.

The father of him c>f whom we write was reared

to agricultural pursuits and remained a I'esidentof

Stockbridge until 183G, at whicli time he removed
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to Munroe Count}-, N. Y., where lie purchased a

farm in the town of Riga. There he made his liomc

until 1851, at the expiration of which time he came

to Roekford, making this city his home until his

decease, which occurred in 1875. lie was married

to Miss Anna Ball, who was horn in Salisbury,

Conn., and reared to womanhood in Vermont. She

became the mother of seven children, and dejiarted

this life in 1877 in Roekford. Seely Perrj- of this

sketch received his early education in the public

schools of Stockbridge, where he made the best of

ills opportunities, and is to-day an intelligent and

well-read gentleman. After his parents removed

to New York, he attended the Oneida Institute, and

in 1841 entered the Oberlin University at Oberlin,

Ohio. He was a student there for a twelvemonth

and then entered Union College at Schenectady,

N. Y., from which institution he was graduated in

the Class of "45.

In the fall of tlie above-named year, Mr. Perry

came west to Kentucky by the most convenient

route at that time, which was via the railroad to

Buffalo, thence on board a steamer to Toledo, from

which city he traveled on the Toledo and Maumce
Canal to Cincinnati, thence b}' steamer to Louis-

ville, and by stage to Springfield, K3'., where for

four j'ears he was engaged in teaching a private

school. In 1849, our subject came to the Prairie

State, and, locating in "Winnebago County, engaged

as a teacher at Rockton for two years. Later,

he came to Roekford, where he followed that pro-

fession for a year, at the end of which time he en-

gaged in the lumber business, in which he has ac-

tively continued the greater portion of the time

since. He is one of the most prominent men of

the city and has aided greatly in its upbuilding,

being energetic, affable and kind-hearted.

The first marriage of Mr. Perry occurred in 1846,

at which time Miss Elizabeth Benedict became his

wife. That lad}' was born in Verona, Oneida

County, N. Y., and was a daughter of Lewis Bene-

dict. She departed this life in 1874, and Mr. Perry

was again married, March, 16, 1876, this time to Ma-

rie Thompson, the daughter of .Lames and Sarah

,

Thompson, who was born in the Dominion. Mr.

Peny by his first marriage became the father of

two children, Lewis Seely, and Eva, the latter of

whom is the wife of Philip Mijorc. ( )iie daughter

was born by the second union wh(j boars the name

of Marie.

Mr. and Mrs. Perrv are Ijolh members in very

good standing of the First Congregational Cliurcli,

where they are liberal contributors and active

workers. Our subject has always been a Demo-

crat, one who does not swerve from the views and

principles promulgated b}' that organization. He

has served his fellow-townsmen in many impor-

tant offices and his interest in school matters

caused him to be placed on the Board of Educa-

tion, which ho served as its President for a number

of years. For three terms he was Alderman of

Roekford and one term discharged the duties of

the responsible olHce of Maj'or. Socially, he is a

member of Roekford Lodge No. 102, A. F. & A. M.,

and is identified with Winnebago Chapter No. 24,

R. A. M. He is alsc) connected with Crusader

Commandery No. 17, K. T. He was one of the

organizers of the Roekford Lumber and Fuel

Company and by his energy and perseverance, uni-

ted with economy and good business qualifications,

he has secured a competcncj' which enables him to

live in the enjoyment of the comfort which wealth

affords.

y^)ILLIAM C. LAWSHE. In Le Roy Town-

ship, Boone County, may be seen a beau-

,, ^ tiful farm, adorned with a comfortable resi-

dence and first-class farm buildings, which is the

propert}- of Mr. Lawshe, who is living retired from

active work of any kind at his home in Sharon,

Wis. He was born in ITnion Count}-, Pa., June 7,

1832, and is the son of Abiam Lawshe, whose birth

occurred in the same State and county, m 1806.

The father was a blacksmith, which trade he fol-

lowed his entire life. In 1837, he moved with a

horse team to Franklin County, Ohio, where he

was ranked among the well-to-do citizens.

The lady who became the mother of our subject

prior to her marriage was Hannah Parks, daughter

of Thomas and Elizabeth Parks. On emigrating to

()hio, Mr. and Mrs. Lawshe were accompanied by
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four children. They resided in the Buckeye State

fur twelve ye:ir.s, where their son Theodore was

born, and died when eight years of age. In the spring

of ISl'J. the fatlier disposed of his property and

again eanie West, tliis time Ideating in Boone

County, after twenty-one da^'s" travel. The first

land n( whieli he became the owner was eighty

acres on st'cti(.)n 8, Le Roy Township, where he

erected a shop and followed his trade in addi-

tion to his farm operations.

Our subject aided his father in the slio}) in the

summer months and attended school in the winter

season. Aljout twenty j'ears after locating here,

the father sold his farm, making on the transaction

§2,800, and moved to Sliaron, Wis., where he pur-

chased a home and resided with his wife until their

death, the fathei' passing away in 1871, and the

mother two years later. Tlie^' were the parents

of the folUiwing-named children: William C, our

subject; Mary, Mrs. Isaac Cramer, now deceased;

Eleanor, the widow of the Rev. W. I). Skelton ; and

Chei'okee, Mrs. II. B. Crofts, of Iowa.

William C. Lawshe was married in this county,

in the spring of 18G8, to Sarah, daughter of .lohn

and .hdia ((ireene) AVinkler, natives of Pennsyl-

vania, who came to Illinois in an early d.aj'. They
were fai-mers,and reared a family of nine children.

Mr. and !Mrs. Lawshe made their first home on

Iwentv' acres of land on section KJ, for which our

subject paid -^15 per .acre. Eour years later, ho

sold at a handsome advance, and bought sixty acres

on section 14 at 124 per acre. They farmed there

for thirteen years, during which time the}' added

forty acres to their estate, whicl I is included in their

present farm. In 187'.t. Jlr. Lawshe sold his sixty

acres and became the owner of two hundred ad-

joining his forty-acre tract, wliich cost S40 au acre,

and i^ now valued at >?7i). In 1890, he erected a

large barn on his ))lace, wliich has a gambrel roof

and is 44xG4 feet in dimensions, with twenty-four

foot posts.

Mr. Lawshe retired from busy life in August,

18',>1, and.mov'.ngto Sliaron, erected a comfortable

home where le' lives with his two youngest chil-

dren and wife. They have burieil one daughter,

Marba, who died when twelve years i.if age, thiise

living being Fuller A., Isaac (i., William W., iSIary

C, and Charley F. INIr. Lawshe has been Assessor

and Township Treasurer, also Town Clerk. In pol-

itics, he was first a Whig, later a Republican, and

in 1882 joined the Prohibitionists, on which ticket

he ran for the Legislature and was only defeated

b}' a small majority. ]\Ir. ,and Mrs. Lawshe have

been the architects of their own fortunes, .as they

started even witli the world, and by toil and econ-

omy have gained a comfortable competency.

^?^ TTO A. BECKSTRAND, who is engaged in

I I
&6"^''''>1 farming on section 9, Cherrj- Vallc}'

^^/ Townshi)), Winneb.ago County, w.as born on

the 14th of Mai'ch, 18.52, in Sweden. His parents

are both now deceased. His father, P. M. Peter-

son, was a Swedish farmer, and died in 1872, at

the age of sixty-seven years. His wife died in

18t!3, when fift^- 3'ears of .age. They were mem-

bers of the Lutheran Church, and lived consistent

Christian lives. Their family numbered nine chil-

dren, seven of whom arc now living, the following

being residents of this country: A. W., of Minne-

apolis; Mrs. A. S. Gronquist, of Chicago; and Mrs.

S. I. Johnson, of Rockford.

Mr. Beckstr.and, whose name heads this record,

spent the days of his boyhood and youth in his

parents' home, but at the age of eighteen deter-

mined to seek his fortune in America, and lildding

good-bye to friends and native land, sailed for

New York City. On reaching this conntrj', he

came at once to Rockford, where his brother, A.

W., was then living. Some 3-ears later, our subject

w.as united in m.arriage in that city to Miss Anna
A. Carlson, a native of Sweden. Her father was a

Luther.an minister, and died in middle life in his

native land. Her mother is still living. Mrs.

Beckstr.and is tiie only member of her family th.at

has located in this country'. She crossed the At-

lantic in 1876, came to Rockford, and has since

been a resident of Winnebago Countj'. Slie is an

intelligent and cultured ladv, and h.as proved a

good wife and mother. Two children have been

born unto tliis worthy couple, a son and daughter,

Celia V. and Otto G.

Since comiuo to this count\- in 1.S70, Mr. Beck-
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strand lias continuously engaged in farming, with

the exception of two years spent in the employ of

the Forest City Furniture Company. He worked
as a farm hand near Rockford for a .year, but for

tiie past eleven years has owned and operated his

present farm, comprising fort3'-two acres of arable

land on section 9, Cherry Valley Township. He
has his farm well-improved, and under a high state

of cultivation, and is a well-known agriculturist

of this community, who has led a bus}' and upright

life, well deserving the high regard in which he is

held. In politics, he is a supporter of Republican

principles.

^, RICE LEWIS, deceased, was a prominent

jj) citizen of New Milford Township, Winne-
bago County, and his portrait and biog-

raphy add value to this volume. He was

born in Steuben, Oneida Countj-, N. Y., and was a

son of William Lewis, of Utica, N. Y., who made a

fine farm in Steuben Township, Oneida County,

where he was a prominent citizen. He served as

Justice of the Peace man}' years, was Supervisor,

and represented his district in the State Legisla-

ture. He married Janette Williams, a native of

Wales, who came with her parents to this country

when a child. In politics, he was a stanch Repub-

lican, a warm admirer of Iloscoe Conkling, whom
he consulered a most able statesman, and during

the late Rebellion was active in recruiting soldiers

for the war. He was twice married, and had six

children.

Our subject was reared to manhood on a farm in

Oneida Count}', N. Y., and on the loth of June,

1870, married Miss S. L. Ilizer, of that count}', a

daughter of Adam and Lucy W. Hizer, both of

whom were natives of Herkimer County, N. Y.,

and the parents of five children, two sons and

three daughters: Mary A., Harriet, Charles W.,

Silas H. and Sarah L. In May, 1871, Mr. and Mrs.

Lewis came West to Rockford, 111., and after a

year spent in that city, went to Flagg Station,

Ogle County, where our subject engaged in buying

and shipping grain for three years.

In December, 1874, Mr. Lewis purchased a

farm of two hundred and seventy-one acres. The
land was arable, but without buildings. He erected

a pleasant residence on a hillside, in the midst of a

beautiful oak grove, and devoted his energies tf)

farming until his death. He made a siiecialty of

dairying and raising stock, and was very success-

ful in his undertakings, being an industrinus and

enterprising man. possessed of good business al)il-

ity. For about a }-e;u' prior to his death, his health

was impaired, Inil on the morning of Ain'il 22,

1891, he had been around attending to his affairs,

and lay down to rest, when he soon droi)ped off

into that sleep from which there is no awakening.

He was an active member of the Methodist Church,

and belonged to the New Milford Lodge of INIod-

ern Woodmen, of which he w,as a charter member
and at the time of his death was Head Counsel, lie

was highly respected by all who knew him, and his

death proved a loss to the community as well as

to his immediate family.

jNIrs. Lewis has a family of six sons and a daugh-

ter: William A., Charles S., Elias, Price, Ilai'rict,

Matthew Simpson and John A. Elias is attending

the High School of Rockford, from which William

was graduated in 18:)2. and the family is one of

which the mother nia\- well be proud. She lost

one son, Ralph, who died in November, 1887, at

the age of two years. Mrs. Lewis and her family

are in comfortable circumstances, and with the aid

of her sons she manages the home farm. She is an

active and faithful member of the Methodist

Church, and a lad}' whose many excellencies of

character have endeared her to all with whom she

has come in contact.

-"5-

RS. ELIZABETH KINYOX, of Ilelvidere,

is a n.ative of Stark County, Ohio. She

was born in Massillon,Novemlier 1(1, 1835.

Her father, Thomas Blarshall. and her

grandfather, Daniel Clarkson Marshall, were both

natives of London, England. The latter married

Sarah Lincoln, and they spent their entire lives in

London. Thomas was the only one of the family

who came to America. He was reared and educa-

ted in London, and sailed for the United States in
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1813, landing in New York on the 11th of June.

He went to Ohio a few weeks latei-, making tlic

trip on horseback, and there engaged in teaming,

making his home in Stark Count}' until his death.

He wedded Isabel Greenwood, a native of Liver-

pool, England, and a daughter of .Tohn Henry and

Mary (Martin) Greenwood, who emigrated with

their family to America in 1813, and spent the

remainder of their days in Ohio. Mrs. Marshall

died at her home in Belvidere in 1880, having

long survived her husband.

Under the parental roof Mrs. Kiuyon spent the

days of her girlhood, and in 1855 gave her hand

in marriage to Thomas Hanuah, who was born near

Montreal, Canada, and was a son of Thomas and

Sarah (Swail) Hannah. He was reared in Canada,

and when a young man went to Ohio, where he

engaged in farming until 1855, when he came with

his wife to Boone County and bought a tract of

land in Flora Township, where he engaged in farm-

ing until 18G2. In August of that year, he en-

listed in Company G, Ninety-dfth Illinois Infan-

try, and participated in many important battles

with his regiment. He continue<l to terve until

the close of the war, when he was honoralily dis-

charged, October 22, 18()5, and Ids death occurred

one month after his return.

Mrs. Hannah was again married, 1872, this time

to Job Kinyon, who was born in Huntington, Vt.,

and was a son of Svlvester and Mary Kinyon, and

is numbered among the settlers of Boone County

of 1814. Purchasing a tract of land in Flora

T(jwnship, he engaged in farming until 18(il,

when, at the first call for troops, he enlisted and

was mustered in as Sergeant when Company B, of

the Fifteenth Regiment, was formed. He served

until Octolier 18, 1862, when he was honorably

discharged on account of disability, and returned

home. He resided upon his farm until 1868, when

on account of ill health he removed to Belvidere,

where he lived retired until his death in April,

18:H).

liy her lirst marriage, IMrs. Kinyon has two sons:

Je.sse, the elder, married Jennie Louise Iluntoon.

who was born in Peru, 111., and is a daughter of

Charles II. and Emma (Duncan) Iluntoon. They

have three children: Margaret K., Roljert II. and

Marshall C. Thomas, the younger son, wedded

Louise Bennett, a native of Belvidere, and a daugli-

ter of Samuel and Louise (Iliple.y) Bennett. Mrs.

Kin^yon is a most estimable lady, held in high

regard by all who know her, and her friends

throughout the community are many.

LO^T^iHOMAS F^ARLEY'. The subject of this

('rf^'
sketch was born January 12, 1834, in Mor-

^!^^ gau County, Ohio, and at the present time

resides on section 17, Flora Townshij}, Boone

Count}'. His father, James Farley, was born No-

vember 30, 1804, in Marshall County (the Pan-

handle district), W. Va., while his father, Andrew

Farley, was a native of York County, Pa., his birth

occurring in 1749. The great-grandparents, Thomas

and Jennie (Finley) Farley, emigrated from the

North of Ireland from the vicinity of the Bo3'ne,

the former having taken part in the battle and

siege of that place in behalf of the Protestants.

Andrew Farle}', the grandfather, was a man of

induence and wealth, and took an active part

in expelling the Indians from the western part

of Pennsylvania and Ohio. During that pe-

riod, from some unknown cause, he lost his

property, and thus his famil}' of three daughters

and four sons were thrown upon their own re-

so\irces and the charities of the world at the time

of his decease in 1813. Thomas, one of the sons,

who now makes his home in Pittsburg, Pa., at the

ago of ninety-one years, pursued the cabinet-

maker's trade for a number of 3'ears, or until his

ambition led him into politics. He was the incum-

bent (jf the offices of Clerk of the Court, Sheriff,

Postmaster, etc., on the Democratic side, and was

an able stump speaker; his sons and sons-in-law

are in the employ of the Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne &
Chicago Railroad Company, holding the respective

positions of Auditor, Clerk, Division Superintend-

ent and Civil Engineer, one of his sons having

been Auditor for twenty-five 3'ears.

James Farle3', the second son of Andrew, and

till' father of our subject, learned the trade of a

liiick-maker, which he followed successfully until

twenty-four 3'ears of age, pursuing the calling in
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Pittsburg and W.ishiugtoii, Pa., where he spent the

most of his youth and carl}' manhood. At the

age of twenty-four, lie emigrated to Eastern Ohio,

where he was first engaged in farming, and later

in selling goods and opeiating a mill, until Octo-

lier20, 1853, when he removed to Cherry Valley.

In that vicinity, he carried on his farm, and was

engaged in mercantile pursuits for some twenty

years, or until he retired from active business.

James Farley's surroundings during his early

youth and manhood were unfavorable, but the

foundations of true and uoble manhood were so

laid in his nature as not to be removed by adverse

surroundings. lie borrowed copies of Plutarch's

Lives, Pope's Translation of Homer's Iliad, the

poems of Burns, and the lives of Franklin and

AVashington, and, as opportunity offered, read these

standaid and useful works in connection with his

Bible. Being possessed of apolitical turn of mind

and fine retentive memory, he made these few vol-

umes do the service of a good librar}^ He, in op-

position to his brother, was a Whig, casting his first

vote for Ilenr}' Clay, and, on the organization of

the Republican party, voted for its candidates, al-

though his sympathies were with the Prohibition-

ists. He joined the Christian Church when young

and had the pleasure of seeing his family and

many of his friends become identified with that

church. He died at the home of his son in Flora,

January 27. 1890, aged eighty-flve years and three

months.

Joseph, the third son of Andrew Farley, died at

Barnesville,Ohio, in 1840. David, the fourth sou,

was drowned at Beverly, Ohio, July 4, 1840. Han-

nah Craig, the eldest daughter, who was the mother

of six sons and three daughters, died in 1854, at

Claysville, Pa. One of her sous is an attorne}'-

at-law at Keokuk, Iowa; one, now deceased, was

President of Jefferson College, Pa.; another is now
a Member of Congress; one died while teaching in

the South; the youngest is a merchant in Clays-

ville, Pa., while the remaining son is farming at

Reserve, Kan. Sarah, the second daughter, died in

1883, at Marietta, Ohio, in the vicinity of which

her large family of descendants now reside. Dru-

silla, the youngest, died near Beverly, Ohio, in

1882. The averaoe a«'e of the five older members

of James Farley's family was eighty-one and a

quarter years.

The grandmother of Thom.as Farley Imre the

maiden name of Hannah Templeton. Her ances-

tors emigrated from Scotland and located at Old-

town, Md. ]Mrs. Farley died near Wheeling, W. \ti.,

in 1825. Thomas Taylor, tlie matei'ual grand-

father, was born at Wigan, near Blanchester, Eng-

land, April 24, 17G0. His wife, iMargaret Nevel,

was born December 23, 1771. and was married Jan-

uary 1, 1793. She became tlie mother of ten chil-

dren, as follows: John, born in 1791; ]\lary, in

179G; Betsey, in 1798; Mary, in 1800; Ellen, the

mother of Thomas Farley, in 1802; Thomas, in

1804; Ann, in 1807; Peter, in 1809; James L., in

1810; and Sarah, in 1818.

Thomas Ta.ylor early showed indications of unu-

sual musical talent and compiled a musical work.

He was a tradesman, or merchant, in England, until

attaining his forty-ninth year, when, witli his fam-

ily, he emigrated to America, setting sail from Liv-

erpool on Easter Sunday, and lauding in Philadel-

phia eleven weeks later. They crossed the Alleghany

mountains with teams to Pittsbui'g, at which place

they took passage down the Ohio River upon

keel-boats, landing at Marietta, Ohio. Going back

into the almost uuliroken forest about fifteen miles,

Mr. T.a^'lor established a home, erecting a log house

which later gave way to a brick dwelling. For

thirty-eight years this sjjot was their home, or until

their decease in 1852, their deaths occurring only

about ten days apart.

In 1818, eight of the family were married and

located within a radius of six miles of the (ild

homestead. The youngest one died at the age of

forty-nine. The average of the .ages of the ten was

seventy-one years, four of the number having lived

to be over eighty years of age.

Peter Taylor went to Kentucky to prepare him-

self to be a minister in the Methodist Episcopal

Church, in which State he remained until his

decease, which occurred near Ghent, on the Ohio

River, in 1867. Two of the family are still living:

James L., of Flora, and Ann Bacon, of Sioux City,

Iowa. Of their grandchildren, fifty-seven grew to

m.anhood and womfinhood, forty of whom are liv-

inc;, whose average ages are about forty-nine years^
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The chilili't'ii ciiiniii'ised in tlie family)' of James

anil Kllon 'raylor Farley were Hannah, who was

Iiorn in 1.S2S, and married William Kirkland;

Sarah, who was Iiorn in 1830, became the wife of

I'hilip Ilecknian; Elizabeth, who was born iu 1832,

married B. B. Ilovey; Thomas, born iu 1834; Maiy
Carpenter, now deceased, born in 1836; Lucj', Iiorn

in 1854, married Austin G. Sprague, who was killed

iu 1863, in a charge on Cliampiou IIi[l, in the war

of the Rebellion. Mrs. Sprague was married again

to John Brooks. Maria L.,wlio was born iu 1840,

is now Mrs. Keith; Beccie, now Mrs. Dunwefl, and

Nellie (twins), were born in 1843. The latter be-

came the wife of Capt. J. W. Ilicks, of the regular

army, who died of j'ellow fever iu Louisiana, in

18G7. Three j'ears later, Blrs. Hicks was married

to Edwiu Thomas Ironmaster, at Portland, Me.,

who died in 1872, and in 1881 his widow became

the wife of David Eckert, of Topeka, Kan. Carrie,

the 3'onngest of the family, who was born in 1849,

is now Mrs. E. T. Frowe. Thirtj^-scven grand-

children are living, five of whom are attorneys-at

law, three physicians, nine students, five farmers,

or farmers" wives, three clerks, two merchants, and

one engineer. Ellen Taj'lor P^arley, the mother of

Thomas Farle}-, died in Cherry Valley, October 25,

1880, aged seventy-eight years. The average of

the ages of the nine now living of the family is

fifty-five years.

The subject of this sketch was married, Decemlier

25, 185',l, to Lottie E. Sprague, of Washington

County, Ohio, whose distant ancestors, Jonathan

and Joshua Sprague, were among the first colonists

of New England. Mr. and Mrs. Farley were the

parents of two daughters: Euretta IL, born No-

vember 10, 18(10, ilied in February, 1886, and

Marietta, who was b(_>rn iu February, 1862, and

died January 10, 18(J3. The wife and motlier de-

parted this life July 23, 1865.

The lady whom Mr. F\arley chose as his second

wife was Mrs. Jennie V. (Uaydon) Houghton, their

marriage being celebrated September 3, 1868, at

Oalva, this State. She died November 5, 1880.

Her ancestor on the paternal side, William Haydon,
emigrated from England to Fayette County, Pa.,

which place was their home for some five genera-

tions, his descendants tliere being as follows: Jolin,

and two in succession by the name of Jonathan.

Her father's name was Jonathan Jefferson. The
family lived for a time in Maysville, Kj'., emi-

grating from there to Indiana, and thence to Fulton

County, this State. Mrs. Farley's mother's name

was Reeves. Her family were from Virginia, while

she was boru in F'ountain Count\-, Ind. Her only

son. Prof. F. A. Houghton, is a graduate of Cam-

bridge Universit}', and for a number of years was

Professor of Natural Science in the Englewood

High School; Eunice and i^ugenia, her twin

daughters, born in Cherry Valley' May 13, 1870,

are students of Hillsdale College. These two

daughters are the only children Mr. Farley' has

living. In addition to her fiue natural aliilities,

Mrs. Farley had considerable training in music

and other accomplishments.

i^-f^^—
I^ANIEL RYAN. In the annals of Seward

I Jjj
Township. Winnebago Count}', the name of

ij^ this gentleman occupies an honorable place

as one of its eliicient pioneers, who has given prac-

tical aid in making it one of the finest farming

regions in this section of the conntj'. By steady

toil and excellent management, he has acquired a

valuable property since coming to Illinois, and has

a large tract of two hundred acres, all lying in

one body, besides ten acres in Ogle County, his

entire acreage being under the best of cultivation

and exceedingly well improved.

Like many of the prominent residents of Win-

nebago Count}', our subject was born in County

Kilkenny, Ireland, November 28, 1829, and is a

sou of Thomas and Julia Ryan, who were born,

reared and died in their native Ireland. Daniel

remained at home until 1847, when, desiring to

see something of the New World, he emigrated to

the United States, and for seven years worked by

the month on farms in New York State. At the

end of that time, he came to Winnebago County,

with whose interests he has been identified ever

since.

The lady to whom our subject was married June

22, 1862, was Miss Mary Flyun, a native of West-

meath, Ireland, where her birth occurred March
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17, 1831. She was the daughter of Laurence and

Kate Flynn, also natives of the Emerald Isle, who

came to America in 1847, and died soon after in

Canada. Mrs. Ryan is the only survivor of the

parental family- of thirteen cliildren, all of whom
died in Canada. Mr. Ryan is the only survivor in

a family of ten children.

To our subject and his wife have been born

nine cliildren, six of whom are living: Daniel is

married and has four children; Kate, Mrs. Markan,

is the mother of five children; Elizabeth, wlio

married William Leary and has a family of six

children; Julia, the wife of George Koch, has two

children; William, who married Ella Hudson, is

the father of one son, and Mary, who married Fred

Blair, also has one child. Mr. and Mrs. Ryan

have an adopted son named Joseph.

A Democrat in politics, Mr. Ryan cast his first

Presidential vote for President Pierce, having

taken out his naturalization papers one week

after landing in this country. He is one of the

most prominent men in the county and devotes

his entire time and attention to carrying on his

splendid estate.

lEORGE POWELL. This (iroininent gen-

tleman is numbered among the early settlers

ijl of Boone County, having located one and

one-half miles west of Belvidere, June 2, 1838.

The countr3' at that time presented a widely diff-

erent appearance from that of to-day, and with liis

neighbors he bore the usual toils and hardships of

pioneer life, meanwhile gaining for himself a good

record, morally, socially and financiall}'. He has

been a resident of the city ot Rockford since 1867,

enjoying the competence which his untlagging in-

dustr}' has won, togetlier with the esteem and con-

fidence of those around him.

He of whom we write was born in Goole, York-

shire, England, June 2, 1824. His father, William

Powell, was born October 23, 1782, in the same

shire, where he was reared on a farm and for a

number of years was overseer of a large estate near

Goolc. In 1831, he came to America, accompanied

by his wife and six children, and landed at (^uc-

42

bee after an ocean voyage of six weeks and four

days. He went immediatelj' to Dunham Township,

flftj-four miles east of Jlontreal, where for three

years he rented a tract of land, which he later pur-

chased and resided u[)(.)ii until 1838, the year of liis

advent into Illinois. The journey was made ovci--

laud with two teams as far as Cleveland, where

they embarked on a \essel whicli ciniveyed them

to Detroit, whence they came Ijy teams to Belvi-

dere, at that time a mere hamlet.

Joseph and William Powell, two brothers of cmr

subject, preceded the family to this section, where

lhe\' purchased claims near Belvidere, upon one of

which the father settled. A log house was erected,

into which they mi_)vcd, and when the land came

into market it was entered at the (iovenunenl laud-

olHce at Galena. The elder Mr. Powell and his

two sons became the possessors of four hundred

and eighty acres, upon which they erected a good

brick house, where the father resided for a number

of 3'ears. Later removing to Belvidere, his decease

occurred there in 18.35. The maiden name of his

wife was Jane Space3', also a native of England,

where her birth occurred October 1, 17«<S. She

was the daughter of James Spacey, and died .June

25, 1873, aged eight3'-four years.

Six of the seven children born to our subject's

parents were reared to manhood, all of them sons,

and named Joseph, James, William, John, Samuel

and George respectively. The last-named was a lad

of seven j'ears when he emigrated to America with

his parents, and fourteen j-ears old when he became

a resident of Boone County, this State. He ob-

tained his primary education in the pioneer schools,

and later attended the academy, and also a select

school. When quite young, he commenced to assist

in the farm work, and as there were no railroads

in the county until 1852, after locating here it

was often his dut}' to drive the team to Chicago

to market wheat. He resided on the home farm

till twenty-six years of age, and during the last

six J'ears of his stay there, worked the farm on

shares.

George Powell and Elizal)eth t^uaekenboss, a na-

tive of Dunham, Province of <^)uebec, Canada, were

united in marriage in 1850. They then located on

the farm just across the street from the old home.
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upon which the}- resided until 1867, when they re-

moved to Rockford. The daughter born to Mr.

and Mrs. Powell, Ella, is now Mrs. Harry Allen,

and tlie mother of one son, George. Mrs. Powell's

fatiier. Conrad tjuackenhoss, was a native of Lower

Canada, and resided on a farm near Dunham until

1815, when, with his wife and four children, he

came to Illinois. Locating in r>oone County, he

purchased land two and oue-half miles from 15cl-

vidoro, which was his home at the time of his de-

cease in 1847. The maiden name of his wife was

Jane Mcintosh, whose birth occurred near Bedford,

Province of Quebec. !She was a daughter of John

and Elizabetii (Astletiue) Mcintosh, and is at the

jiresent time residing with Mrs. Powell, at the ad-

vanced age of eighty-eight years. On another

page may be found a i)ortrait of Mr. Powell.

R8. LA^aNIA LAKE has lived in Winne-

bago Count}' longer than any other wom.an

residing in its borders at the present time.

She was born in Somersetshire, England,

on the 10th of April, 1806, and is a daughter of

John and Jane (Williams) Atkins. Her parents

were also natives of Somersetshire, and there spent

their entire lives, the father engaging in the butch-

ering business and in farming.

Mrs. Lake resided with her parents until twelve

vears of age, when she went to live with her grand-

mother, Mrs. Atkins, and there remained until

twenty-live years of age, when she gave her hand

in marriage to Thomas Lake, who was born at

Blackford Farm, Somersetshire, England, Julv 4,

1800, and was a son of William and Elizabeth Lake.

In Maj', 1832, the young couple sailed from Bristol

to New York as passengers on board the vessel

" Charlotte," which dropped anchor in the Ameri-

can harbor after a voyage of seven weeks and

three days. Cholera at that time raged in New
York City, so Mr. and Mrs. Lake went up tlie river

to Troy, where he worked for a short time, when

cholera there broke out and they loft for Buffalo.

As the inhabitants of that city were very much
afraid of the disease, they embarked on a schooner

bound for Cleveland, where again thej- found the

same dread of the disease. However, the}' were

finally permitted to land, but Mr. Lake could not

secure employment in Cleveland. He then went into

the country about fifteen miles distant and engaged

to work as a farm hand. In the fall of tlie same

3'ear, he entered the employ of a carpenter, who
was to pay him §10 per month. The following

summer, lie went to Cleveland, where he again

worked at the carpenter's trade. It was his inten-

tion to secure a farm on coming to America and

engage in agricultural pursuits, so with this end

in view he bought a tract of timber land a few

miles from the city, hiring ten cleared acres, lie I

then worked a half day himself but in that time

was convinced that he was not suited for such

ard nous em pioy inen t.

In 1835, Mr. Lake sold his property, and in the I

fall of that year started for Chicago, where he

arrived in Octolier. At that time, Chicago was

but a village, and the surrounding country was

sparsely .settled, in fact, some of the land was still

owned by the Government. Mr. Lake there

worked at his trade until February of the follow- I

ing year, when with his family he started for
!

Rockford, accompanied by an old acquaintance,

Mr. Toogood, and his family. They were to make

the journey by teams. On arriving at the Kisli-

waukee River, owing to the thinness of the ice

they ciiuld not cross, so took possession of a vacant

log cal)in, where they spent two weeks. They
then jiuslied on to Rockford, where Mr. Lake made

a claim now included in the township of Rockford.

In a log cabin which he built, himself and wife be-

gan life on the Western frontier in true pioneer

style. He eng.aged in carpenter work for some

time and assisted in building the first frame house

in Rockford. A few years later, he purchased a

farm in (iuilford Township and there made his

home until his death, which occurred in 1886. He
was a very successful farmer and improved a

beautiful and valualile home. The residence is a

stor}' and .a-half brick house, which sits well back

from the road and is surrounded by a grove of

trees, including maple and shrub cedars.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lake were born two children

who are yet living: Robert W., now a resident of
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Plymouth County, Iowa and Eliza J., who resides

with her mother. Mrs. Lake is still living on the

old homestead and is a most estimable lad^'. She

has a wide acquaintance throughout this com-

munity and is held in high regard by all who know

her. Her long residence in the county well en-

titles her to a representation in this volume and it

is witli pleasure that we record lier sketch.

'•i-'i-ir-irWM

' XDREW G. LOWRY, retired, is one of the
if^/' III
(vfs/Li|i pioneers of this county and one of its

most substantial citizens. He was born in

Warren Count}-, Pa., on the 17th of May,

1827, and was five years of age when liis parents

removed to Lake County, Ohio, where he received

his education and grew to manhood. He became

familiar with the arduous duties of the farm at an

earl}- age, but when about tweut3^-one years old

went to Mercer Count}-, Pa., and was engaged in

the coal business for a few years. Selling out to a

brother, he left Pennsylvania and came to Rock-

ford, 111., where he has been a resident since 1852.

Mr. Lowry began business in this citj-as a buj'er

of grain and produce, which he continued until

his retii'cment. He was also engaged in business

in Milwaukee, Wis., as a grain dealer and was fairly

prosjjerous in all his transactions. He has a pleas-

ant home at the corner of Peach and West Streets,

and is well known throughout Winnebago County

as an honorable, ui)right citizen, who has many
warm friends.

Morrow Lowry, father of our subject, was born

in tlie North of Ireland, of Scotch parentage. He
was but seven years of age when his parents, in

the latter part of the last century, came to America

and made a settlement in or near Erie, Pa. The

members of tiiis family became the owners of large

tracts of valuable land in the Keystone State, and

over this was great litigation, costing the family

many thousands of dollars.

After living in Ohio for some time, Blorrow

Lowrj' returned to Penns3'lvania where he passed

the closing scenes of his life. He was a Presbyte-

rian in his religious belief and a Democrat in pol-

itics. His wife survived him two years and died

when seventy-seven years of age. She was form-

erl}- a INIiss JIary Gilison, of American pait'iitage,

and a native of Penns\lvania, where she passed

her early life. Three childi-en were the result of

this marriage, Andrew G. being the eldest. Alex-

ander, the second son, lost his life at the first battle

of Bull Run, fighting for his country, and Israel

H. is a grain commission merchant of Milwaukee.

Morrow Lowry was the father of ten eliildren by

his first marriage, all of whom lived to grow to

manhood and womanhood, but all are now deceased.

Andrew G. Lowry, after coming to Rockford,

married INIiss Eliza Bingham, a native of Bradford

County, Pa., in which State she was reared and

educated. Her father died in the prime of life and

his widow afterw^ard came to Illinois with her

three children and died when full iif years. She

left three daughters, Mrs. Lowry, wife of our sul>

ject, being the youngest.

Three children have blessed the union of Mr.

and ]\Irs. Lowry: Hugh I., in the employ of A.

Ashton's dry-goods house of Rockford; Walter B.,

a banker of Kirkland, 1 11.. now man led to iliss

Nellie French, of Rockford, and Mary E.,at home,

and a graduate of Rockford College.

r^

iOBERT ROSS. The venerable and higldy-

^e life

if this

esteemed citizen of Rockford wli

sketch is presented to the readers

Dyke, Murraj-shire, April 28, 181,3. His father.

William, died in that shire when seventy-nine

years old, and his grandfather, Alexander, was a

native of Rothshire. For generations, the famih'

has been devoted to agricultural [lursuits and

Robert was reared to rural life, early learning to

till the soil and harvest the grain. In 1830, he

came to America, and remembers well the ruins of

the great fire of December, 1835, at New York.

The mother of our subject, whose maiden name
was Christine McDonald, reared nine children,

four sons and five daughters, all of whom have

passed away except our subject and his sister .Jane.

After Mr. Ross came to the United States, he served

three years at his trade of a stone mason, since
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which his attentiou has been devoted exclusively

to the business. Since 18-46, he has been actively

engaged as contractor and Superintendent of

bridge building, and is probably the oldest inspector

of bridges in the country, his reputation having

extended throughout the nation. In Rockford, ho

is |)artieularl3' known as the builder of the three

bridges across Rock River, and he received calls to

every part of the United States to erect bridges.

In February, 1845, occurred tlie marriage of

Mr. Ross and Catherine, a daughter of George and

Eflie Birney, natives respectively of Scotland and

New York. They have one son, William George,

who is mai-ricd and resides witli his family near

the parental home in Rockford. Notwithstanding

his advanced years, Mr. Ross is in robust health,

and his wife is also as keen and sprightly as in

days long gone by. Their friends unite in wish-

ing for them many years of continued happiness

and comfort.

The following are some of the bridges and water

works on which Mr. Ross has been engaged during

construction: 1839-40, Superintendent of Ma-
sonry, Boston & Albany Railroad bridges in Green

Mountains; 1841, Superintendent of Masonry,

bridge over Quinebaug River, Norwich, Conn.;

high bridge over Harlem River, N. Y.; bridge over

Connecticut River for Hartford & New Haven
Railroad; 184G-47, Superintendent of Masonry,

bridge over Richelieu River, near Moutreal,Canada;

1847-48, bridge over Connecticut River for

Hartford ct Willimantic Uailroad; 1854, five

bridges over Harlem Flats, Fourth Avenue, N. Y.;

1855, railroad bridge over Harlem River at North

Haven, N. Y.; railroad bridge over Susquehanna
River at Havre de Grace, Md.; 1855-56, bridges

and a(iueducts for United States Armory Build-

ings, Springfield, Mass.; 1858, Brooklyn, N. Y.,

Waterworks; 1859, bridge No. 7, Central Park,

N. Y.; 1860, bridge over Connecticut River at

Northampton and Amherst, Mass. During war,

Springtown, N. J., .and Elizabeth, N. .!., for Jersey

Central Railroad; 1865, New Haven, Conn.; 1866,

Windsor, Conn.; 1867, Quiucy, 111., over Mississippi

River; 1868-69, St. Louis, Mo., Waterworks; 1870,

Hannilial, Mo., railroad bridge over Mississippi

River; 1871, St. .losepli, Mo., railroad bridge over

Mississippi River; 1873, Louisiana, Mo., railroad

bridge over Mississippi River; 1876, Boston

WaterW'Orks; bridge over Missouri River at Glas-

gow, Mo., and anotlier at Plattsmouth, Neb.;

1881-82, railroad bridge over Missouri River at

Bismarck, Dak.; 1883, railroad bridge over Missouri

River at Blair, Neb.; over the Blue River at Beat-

rice, Neb., and another at Blue Springs, Neb.; rail-

road bridge for Union Pacific at Papillion, Neb.;

1883-84, railroad bridge over Mississippi River at

Minneapolis, Minn., for the Northern Pacific Rail-

road, and two otlier bridges for the same road,

twenty-five or thirty miles from Minneapolis;

1886-87, railroad and passenger bridge over Mis-

souri River at Omaha, Neb. Also three bridges at

Rockford, and many others involving a vast ex-

penditure of money and enormous responsilnlity.

NDREW BOWER, a retired farmer residing

at No. 1011 Charles Street, Rockford, 111.,

li* where he owns a good home, is another of

the many prominent citizens of the county

who is of foreign birth. He w.as born in Wurtem-

berg, Germany, on the 5th of December, 1835, and

his parents, Frederick and Regiua Bower, were n.a-

tives of tbe same city in which they passed their

entire lives. Their deaths occurred almost at the

same time and they were buried in the same grave,

both when about seventy years of age. They were

Protestants in their religious belief. Andrew Bower

was but seventeen years of age when he left his

native country, and, with his brother Michael,

crossed the ocean to America. They landed in New
York City in Feliruary, 1852, after a voyage of

forty-seven daj's, and there Andrew reinamed for

four years. He then went to Cook County, 111.,

and in the year 1856 removed to Winnebago

Count}', where, liy industiT and economj', he

accumulated a handsome property. He was still

a single gentleman, and in 1861 he was mar-

ried to Miss Sarah Sheer, a native of York

County, Pa., born Jlarch 25, 1837, and the daugh-

ter of Peter and Catherine (Ilass) Sheer, also

natives of that county and of (Jerman descent.
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There both passed the closing scenes of their lives,

the father dying at the age of seventy-six and the

mother at the age of eighty-four years. Mr. Slieer

was a lilacksmitli by trade. He was a member of

the Lutheran and .she of the Congregational

Church. After his marriage, Mv. Bower purchased

a good farm, began making improvements, and

soon became well known for his thrift and energy.

He is the owner of four hundred and twenty acres

of excellent farming land, and his buildings are

all substantial and commodious. He remained on

tliis until 1891 and then removed to Rockford,

leaving the farm to be managed by his son. Mrs.

Bower was one of twelve children born to her par-

ents, and six are still living. She remained under

tlie parental roof until 1855, when she came to

this State and count}- and was married, in Cherry

Valley Township, to Mr. Bower. The fruits of this

union were three children: Sadie who died when

eigliteen years of age; Lizzie, wife of C. J. Ratlitf, is

now residing on a farm in New Milford, tins

county, and Eugene N. has the management of his

father's farm in Cherry Valley. He married Miss

Jessie Clark. Mr. and Mrs. Bower are classed among

the wealthy and much esteemed citizens of the

county, and all they liave accumulated is the re-

sult of their own efforts. Mr. Bower has lield a

number of the township olHces and discharged the

duties of the same in a very satisfactorj^ manner.

He is a stockholder in the Forest City National

Bank, also a stockholder in the Star Furniture

Company, and Middle Furniture Company', and

owns much valuable property in Rockford.

!

W

^' ESSE BUCKBEE, deceased, was one of the

early settlers of 'Winnebago County of

1845. He was born in Orange County

N. Y., in 1796, and was a son of Russell

Buckljee, a Revolutionary soldier, who was born

in the Empire State and resided in Monroe Town-
ship, near Sugar Loaf, Orange County, N. Y., until

his death wlien about sixtj' 3-ears of age. The fam-

ily is of English descent, being founded bj' an

English baker, who, on coming to thiscountrj-, lo-

cated in New York Cit^-. The mother of our sub-

ject was in her maidenhood Elizabeth Mapes. She

was also born in New York and died at tlie age

of ninety j'ears. Both Mr. and jNIrs. Buckbcc were

members of the Methodist Cliurch.

Jesse Buckbee was married in tlie county of his

nativit}- to Miss Mary Secor, who was reared and

educated in Orange County. Slie was born of

French parentage. Two of her brothers, James

and Abraham, were soldiers in the War <:if 1812.

Her father was a prominent landholder at High-

land Mills, Orange County, N. Y., who owned

much property and a number of slaves.

In 1845, with his family, Jesse Buckbee came

to Illinois, locating in this county. He made pur-

chase of three hundred acres of land and, with

the exception of forty acres, the entire .amount is

now within the city limits, and much of it h.as

been laid out in lots and built up. He was not

long permitted to enjoy liis new home, for his

death occurred in ( )ctober, 1846. His wife sur-

vived him some years and died at the home of

lier son in Rockford, in Marcli, 1875, at the ad-

vanced age of eightj'-four jears.

Unto this worthy couple were born ten children,

but six are now deceased. The living are Eleanor

W., who is now the wife of John Ames, a farmer

of Dane County, Wis., by whom she has had ten

sons; Francis A., a Justice of the Pe.ace residing at

Lake Geneva, married Jennie Palmer; Charles "W.,

who is unmarried, resides with his younger brotlier

in Rockford, they being interested together in bus-

iness. Theodore E. completes the family. Here-

sides at No. 11 07 Kishwaukee Street, and is a farmer.

He and his brother were the original proprietors

of the first and second Buckbee's Addition to

Rockford. So rapidly did their property increase

in value that they both have become wealthy

men and are prominent citizens of the commu-
nity. Miss Catherine E. Allmgtou became the

wife of Theodore E. Buckbee. She was born and

reared in Chemung County, N. Y., and educated

at Lima, that State, after which she engaged in

teaching for some years. Her father, the Rev.

J.acob Alliugton, was a prominent lumberman

and landholder and also a Methodist minister. He
died in Chemung County, N. Y., and his wife,

whose maiden name was Catherine E. "Westbrook,
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was also failed to her final rest while living in

that county.

Unto Mr. and Mis. Theodore K. lUiekbee have

been born two suns: Ilirani W.. who is i)roi)rietor

of the Forest City f ireenhduses, located on Kish-

wankee Street, and also owns a large seed store on

South Jlain Street, wedded May Brown, and they

reside with her mnther, Jlrs. .Judge William

liniwn. .Tohn T.. who is livingat home, is the over-

seer of his lirother's seed store and is a j'oung man
of excellent business .and executive .ability. iMrs.

Theodore E. Buckbee is a memlier of the Method-

ist Church. The Buckl)ee family is well worthy

of representation in this volume, f(.)r its members

have long lieeu connected with the history of the

county, and are numbered among the valued and

leading citizens.

W,-^ ENRY GRAHAM. The gentleman who is

if jV following farming pursuits on section 32,

iJ^h^ Rocklon Township, is not only well and

(^) favor.ably known in the community where

he resides, but enjoys an enviable reputation

throughout Winnebago County. He is a native

of Pennsylvania, born in Xorthumberland County,

on the Susquelianna River, December 20, 1823.

The farm where he first opened his eyes to the

light had been purchased by his grandfather,

Henry (irahani, soon after the close of the Revo-

lutionary War, in wliich he had served for seven

years. At the the time of its settlement, it com-

prised two hundred acres of wild timber land, as

yet unsurve_yed by the Government and outside

the settled portion of the State. He had been at-

tracted thither by the excellent soil on the bot-

toms of Wari'ior Run. t)r Creek River, near the

Susquehanna.

One John Shannon, who had been Grandfather

Graham's comrade during those seven long years

of hardship and war, took a claim adjoining his,

and these two lirave soldiers of the Revolution,

with commendable and undaunted courage, set

about the ttattle of civil life with a determination

to conquer the wilderness and gain an honest in-

dependence. In that effort, as in the war, success

crowned their exertions, and they made good

homes for their families, whom they surrounded

with the comforts of life.

The fourth among the seven children in the

family of Grandfather Graham was Matthew, who
was born on the Penn.sylvania homestead in

1796. In his early manhood, he was married to

Miss Martha .Shannon, a lady of Irish descent,

who was probably lioru in the North of Ireland.

Her parents had been wealth}' and h.ad owned an

estate on the Shannon River which was con-

fiscated by the British Government. When our

subject was fifteen years old, he accompanied his

parents to Centre County, Pa., where thej' bought

an improved farm five miles from Bellefontc.

In the above-named city, Henry Graham learned

the trade of a plasterer, which has been his occu-

pation during the most of his long and industri-

ous life. When Henry Clay was the Presidential

nominee, he would have voted for him as enthusi-

astically as he had already "carried the torch for

Ti))pecanoc and sung the songs for Tyler, too,"

but he was six weeks under voting age. Before

he had an opportunity to cast his ballot, experi-

ence and observation had converted him to the

cause of the Abolitionists, and he has ever since

cast his vote for the oppressed and for good

morals. During his sojourn in the Southern

States, where he worked at his trade, he saw

"Uncle Tom's Cabin" in real life. He plastered

an elegant residence on a large plantation in

Mississippi, twenty miles east of Yazoo, where

from three to five hundred slaves were worked,

and between fifty and sixty little children were

cared for b}' one old crippled nurse during the

hours of field labor.

The first marriage of Mr. Graham took place in

Janesville, Wis., in May, 1850, when Miss Melissa

J. Shurtleff, of Beloit, became his wife. She died

in 1856, of consumption, and her two children, a

son and a daughter, died of the same disease when

quite young. In 1858, Mr. Graham was united

in marriage to Miss Ellen Foster, of Edwards-

burg, Cass County, Mich. Her father, Andrew
P^oster, was born in Milton, Pa., and carried on

farming operations there and at Edwardsburg until

his death at the latter place, when eighty-three
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years old. The mother of Mrs. Graham bore the

maiden name of Rachael McMichael aud died at

Edwardsburg, in April, 1885, at the age of about

four-score j-ears.

Mrs. Graham was tlie second among seven cliil-

dren, two sons and five daughters, all of whom
are living, with the exception of one sister, Mar-

garet Foster, formerl}" a teacher, who was drowned

while going to her school one day. Mrs. Graham
w.as born in Ohio, March 8, 1831. They reared

eight children, one of whom, Matthew, died in

July, 1890, when twent3--four years old, leaving a

widow aud one child. The survivors are as fol-

lows: Andrew F., born in December, 1858; Liz-

zie, in May, 1860; Margaret, in June, 1862; Rachael,

in June, 1864; Jennie, in June, 1868; Harry, in

December, 1870; and Lucy, in October, 1872.

From 1847 until 1852, Mr. Graham resided in

Beloit, whence he removed to Winnebago Count}'

and settled on eighty acres, a part of his present

large farm, trading his home in Beloit for this

farm. lie continued in the business of plastering

and has plastered many of the best houses in

Roscoe, his first job being the Methodist Episco-

pal Church in 1849, and he has undoubtedlj- done

more and better work in that line than an}' man
in the county. While in Beloit, he plastered the

first Beloit College building, and well remembers

the first public meeting he there attended, it being

the services in connection with the laying of the

corner-stone of that structure.

HESTER CLARK LEACH, one of the old

and honored residents of Boone Count}-, is

the owner of a splendid estate iu Caledonia

Township which his enterprise aud good judgment

liave l)rought to a good state of cultivation. He
was born iu Dorset, Bennington County, Vt., Feb-

ruary 28, 1820. His father, Joseph Leach, was

born in Canterbury, Conn., where also his father,

Elisha Leach, was born The great-grandfather of

Mr. Leach was a native of Connecticut and of

English ancestry.

Grandfather Elisha Leach moved to Pawlet soon

after the Revolutionary War, where he purchased

timber land and spent his entire life. The maiden

name of his wife was Lucy Cady, a native (if (':in-

terbury, Conn., who survived her husband and

after her second marriage died at the liduie of her

son in Dorset, Vt. The father of our subject

learned the trade of a carpenter and joiner, and

after his marriage located in Dorset, where he

purchased a farm and resided until I Sod. He

then disposed vi his properly and removed to

Genesee County, N. Y., locating in the town of

Stafford, where he bought property of the Holland

Land Company and resided until 1852, the date

of his removal to Michigan. The elder Mr. Leach

located in Calhoun County, which was his abiding-

place until his death. Our sul:)ject's mother, who
bore the maiden name of Clara Clark, was born

in Canterbury, Conn., and was the daughter of

pjlisha and Clara (Starkweather) Clark. She reared

a family of eleven children and departed this life

at the home of a daughter in Albion, Mich.

Chester C. Leach was sixteen years of age when

his parents removed to New York, where he en-

tered the employ of the New York Central Railroad

Company, with whom he remained for six yeai's,

and then commenced to learn the trade of a stone

mason, being employed in the public works of the

Empire State until 1845. Mr. Leach then decided

to try his fortune in the West and, coming to Illi-

nois in that year, located in this county at a time

when the land was owned by the Government.

He rented property, and as there were no rail-

roads in the vicinity for some time, he maiketed

his farm produce at Chicago, which trip consumed

a week's time.

In 1852, he of whom we write engaged as fore-

man and contractor in the construction department

of the Northwestern Railroad Company, and three

years later located upon the farm which he now
owns and occupies. In 1860, he went to Pike's

Peak, and returning eight months later, again en-

gaged in the peaceful pursuits of agriculture. He
is the proprietor of two hundred and sixty acres

of choice land in Caledonia and Belvidere Town-

shiiis. which, being intelligently cultivated, bring

iiim in handsome returns.

April 22, 1848, Miss Cynthia, daughter of Jo-

seph Smitii, became the wife of our subject. She



946 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

was born in Greene, Chenango Conntj', N. Y., of

which Stnto her fal-lier, as far as is known, was also

a native. l\Ir. Smith came to Illinois in 1839,

accompanied by liis wife and six children, and

formed one nf the c;irly settlers of Bel videre Town-

shiii. He imin'(>\ed a tract of (iovcrnment land,

upon which he spent his last years. The maiden

name of his wife was Hannah Barker, a native of

Ctmnccticut.

To imr subject and his wife have lieen born

three children, one of whom is living', namel_y.

Francis M., wlio married Susrin Fnller; he is the

father of three chihlren: A'crnon S., Grace N., and

Xorman. Fred (i. died when twentj'-four years

of .ngc, and (iraat when in his seventeenth year.

BIr. Leacli for the pnst thirteen years has had

charge of the county poor. He has lieen a mem-

ber of the Republican party since its formation,

and enjoys the fnll confidence and respect of the

people of his community'.

jfF^OBERT H. TINKER. Tlie business inter-

Ij^ ests of Rockford are well represented in

tei *, our subject, wIki for many years has l)cen

prominently connected with the histor_y of

this city, its development and its upliuilding. His

life record is as follows: He was born at Ilonolnlu,

in the Sandwich Isl.ands, in 1837, while his father,

the Rev. Reuben Tinker, was there located as a

missionary. The latter came of a good New England

family of the Puritan stock and was a man of

more than ordinary aljility, a prominent Presby-

terian clergyman of the P^mpire State. He was

sent by the American Board of Missions to the

Sandwich Islands, and spent ten years in active

work among the people there. He then returned to

America and confined his labors in Chautauqua

C^ounty, N. Y., as a minister of the (^ospel until

his death, which occurred in 1S54. He was an

original sermonizer, and known as such through-

out the entire State. He married a refined lady of

Massachusetts, Miss Mary T. Wood, wbo proved

an able assistant in his life work as a minister and

missionary. She is still living in Westficld, N. Y.,

at the age of eight3'-tbree, and her mental facul-

ties are yet unimpaired.

With bis parents, Robert II. Tinker returned to

this country, and since 1856 has resided in Rock-

ford, a leading and influential citizen of the

county. He was married in this city, in 1870, to

Mr.s. Mary Manny, widow of .Tohn H. Manny, one

of the leading inventors and manufacturers of

this city. ]\Irs. Tinker was in her maidenhood

Miss RFary Dorr. She was born, reared and edu-

cated in the East and came to Rockford with her

first husband. Since that time, she has been one

of the prominent ladies of this city, ranking high

in social circles. Many public interests have re-

ceived her aid and, among other canses, she has

given liberally to the building of churches.

What Mr. Tinker has done for Rockford can

hardly be estimated in words, but we will mention

a few of the interests with which he is connected.

He is President of the Rockford Water-power

Company and a large owner in the Power Supjil}'-

ing houses and machinerj'. One has to walk

over the grounds known in this city as "The

Power" to gain any idea of the magnitude of this

enterprise and the important part it has played

in the upbuilding of this thriving manufacturing

center. Mr. Tinker is also President of the Rock-

ford Ikilt Works and of the Rockford Oatmeal

Company, and is a stockholder and Director in

many other corporations. When a live man is -

wanted to take charge of any new enterprise, Mr.

Tinker at once comes to mind, for it is well

known that he took the laboring oar in bringing

the second railroad to the city after a struggle of

several years. He is not only energetic and in-

dustrious, lint is far-sighted as well, and his sa-

gacity and enterprise have made his business

career a most successful one.

Mr. Tinker has taken some part in local politics

and in 187o was elected Mayor of Rockford,

which position he held for one term. He possesses

much taste for landscape gardening and, owing to

this fact, was recentlj' chosen to plot the addition to

the West Side Cemetery, of which he is one of the

trustees, and his talent in this direction, and his

willingness to bestow it without thought of re-

muneration on public and private grounds, have
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given the city of his adoption a name for its

beauty and finisl). His skill in this direction has

found ample scope in the grounds of his pleasant

liomo, "Swiss Cottage," which is located on the

south bank of Kent Creek, overlooking the

Illinois Central Railroad. It is, perhaps, the

most picturesque home in the State, and has

frequently been used to embellish pictorial works.

A genial, cultured, modest gentleman, whose

upright life has won him many friends, Mr.

Tinker is well deserving of representation in his

county's history, and we feel that this work would

be incomplete were the record of his life omitted.

'-^
_^+^[

\fp^ O. UGARPH is a gentleman whose long ex-

)))
perienee and natural aptitude for business

^ have met with assured success and permanent

I \
prosperity. He is now a stockholder and

Director of the Union Furniture Companj^, the

Chair and Furniture Company, the Skandia Plow

Company, the Mantel and Furniture Company, the

Ro3"al Sewing Machine Company, the Rockford

Folding Bed Company, and numerous other en-

terprises. He is a courteous and obliging gen-

tleman, whose reputation for sterling integrity

and personal worth is too well known in this city

to require mention. He came to Rockford in

1869, and for a number of 3'ears was connected

as stockholder and cabinet-maker with the Union

Furniture Company. He later became a com-

mercial traveler for that compan}' and for the

Chair and Furniture Company. In 1883, he pur-

chased a stock of goods in Clinton, Iowa, and con-

tinued the business until 1888, when he sold out to

Sutten & Son. Since his return to Rockford, Mr.

Ugarph has erected a very handsome residence at

No 1008 Second Avenue.

Mr. Ugarph was born in Sweden, in 1852, and

received his scholastic advantages in the public

schools of that country. Miss Olga L. Ekstein, who

was wedded to him in Rockford, October 22, 1890,

was born in Wester Gothland Province, Sweden,

.and was eleven 3fears of age when her parents em-

igrated to America (1878) .Mr. and Mrs. Ugarph,

of this sketch, are prominent young people_ of

Rockford and are very ardent believers in the

capabilities of their adopted country.

In connection with this sketch we arc pleased

to |ircsenl a lithogi-aphic portrait nf Mr. Ugar|ili.

DOLPII PETERSON, a successful tailor

and skillful workman, is now in the em-

ploy of Marsalcs & Ilolmin, of Rockford.

and is one of that firm's most competent

men. He ha* had many years' experience in tailor-

ing and has earned a well-deserved reputation for

excellence of workmansliii), artistic skill and finish.

For some years he was with Mr. Atkinson, the

merchant tailor on West State Street, and after-

wards was a iir<:imoter, stockholder, Director, and

part of the time President of the IMerchant Tailor-

ing CompanJ^ This company carried on business

for three 3'ears and was then succeeded by Marsales

& Ilolmin, in whose employ Mr. Peterson has been

ever since. He has met with substantial results in

his business enterprises and now owns a pleasant

and commodious residence at No. 40.5 South First

Street.

His liirth occurred in Jonkoping, Sweden, Felv

ruary 24, 1817, and there he spent his bo3'hood

and school days. He was reared to his trade and

became a journe3'man. In the spring of 1868, he

came to the United States and the same 3'ear saw

him domiciled at Rockford. He was the first of

the family to set foot on American soil, but the

following year he was joined b^' his parents, Nils

and Christina (Larson) Peterson, and other mem-

bers of the famil3\ The parents are both living,

are residents of Rockford, and are members of the

Lutheran Mission Swedish Church. Both have

now passed the allotted age of man, three-score

3'ears and ten, but still enjo3' comparativel3' good

health. Beside our subject, they have two chil-

dren in Rockford, Gustaf, and Mrs. Maris Munthe

(see sketch). The former is a cutter for the Rock-

ford Clothing Compan\'. He married Miss Selma

Samuelson and they reside on First Avenue.

Adolph Peterson was married in Rockford to

Miss Hedveg Linstrom, a native of Sweden who

came to the United States in 1869 with the parents
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of Mr. Peterson, and was later joined by a sister,

Mary, wlm is now Mrs. llollcniliery. Mrs. Peter-

son's parents never eanie to tlie Uniterl States.

Tlie father, I'eter l.instrnni, died in liis native

country a number of ^ears ni;i.i, l.uit the mother is

still living at the age of seventy-five, and is a i-es-

ident of Jonkoping.

The fruits of IMr. Peterson's marriage are four

children: O. Edwin, in the Roekford Watch Factory;

Pollen A., at home; Nellie \'., at hiinie. and F. Ra}'-

mond, also at home. Socially, Mr. Peterson is a

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Modern

Woodmen, and, politically, he advocates the prin-

ciples of .the Republican party.

•5-SH-: /

r//% LHERT IIITLETT. This county is famous

W((\ for the richness of its soil, and for its

(i many farms that are scarcely exceeded in

pidducticm and in the value of their im-

provements by th<i>e of any other section (if our

fair laml. and this gentleman is represented ,as the

fortunate owner of a siilendid estate in (Jwen

Townshi|). that compares favorably with any in its

locality.

ISorn in the town of \'eteran, Chemung County,

N. Y., August 14, 1833, our subject is a son of

John BI. Ilulett, one of the pioneers of this count}-,

whose l)irtli occurred in Rutland County, Vt., in

1802. John Ilulett, bis father, came from his na-

tive England to America when a young man and

engaged in farming in Rutland Countj', Vt. From
there lie removed to Chemung Count}', N. Y., and,

purchasing a farm in Veteran, there spent the re-

mainder of his life.

John M. Ilnlett, the father of our suliject, after

reaching his majority, removed from his native

State to New York where he reiiteil land near Ro-

chester, and was engaged in market gardening for

two years in company with his brother. He later

removed to Chemung County, where lie met and

married, in June. 1K32, Lucinda Jay. There the

elder Mr. Ilulett lionght a farm of eightv- acres,

upon which he resided until Septemlier of the fol-

lowing year, when he made his home in Chautauqua

County, becoming the owner of a tract of land,

twenty acres of which were inii)roved. There the

family resided until 1837, when, disposing of his

estate, the father, accompanied b}- his wife and two

children, made the overland jonrnej- to Ohio.

After spending two months in Rirmingham, he

went to Indiana and luirchascd a tract of land in

Elkhart County. In 1S12, he made another re-

moval, this time coming to Illinois, and locating

in what is now Rockton Township, Winnebago

County, when the country round aliout was

sparsely settled and wild game of all kinds was

plentiful. Mr. Hulett purchased a tract of land,

located on section 3-5, and as there were no build-

ings on the place, lived on an adjoining farm un-

til the place was made habitable. After a few

years' residence thereon, he disposed of his property

and for the succeeding five or six j^ears was the

owner of a farmer in Owen Township, which he

also sold latter and liouglit the farm where his son,

L. T. Ilulett, now lives. There he departed this

life, April 13, 1881.

The mother of our subject was born in Lansing,

Tioga County, N. Y., August 0, 1812, .and was the

daughter c>f Joshua Jay, a native of New Jersey,

who later removed to New York, where he was

one of the pioneers of the aliove-named county.

He was a blacksmith by trade, which occupation

he pursued while the farm in the town of Lansing

was operated by his son. Some years later, Mr.

Jay removed to Veteran and erected a log house

and shop on a tract of timber land, which he

brought to a good state of cultivation, and built

thereon a sawmill. After the death of his wife,

Mr. Jay removed to Ohio, and departed this life at

the home of his son in I>irmiugham.

The mother of our subject, who is still residing

on the old home with her son Luke, reared six

children: Albeit, Oray, Martha, Luke, Zacliaria T.

and Mary. Albert of this sketch was an infant

when his parents moved to Indiana, and in his

eighth year wdien they came to Winnebago County.

He attended the pioneer schools in Rockton and

assisted his father in the farm duties, remaining at

home until reaching his seventeenth year. He
then commenced to learn the trade of a carpenter
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and joiner, and after serving an apprenticeship of

tliree 3'ears, bought his time of his father and

rented Land of Hiram Lake for one year. Ho then

became the proprietor of eighty acres in Owen
Township, whicli is now included in his present

farm, his estate comprising two hundred acres on

section 12 in one body.

The lady to whom our subject was married. May
1, 18.56, was Racliael Ann Lake. She was liorn

May 1, 1840, in the Province of Ontario, Canada,

her father being Hiram Lake. She was an only sis-

ter of Mrs. George Gleasman (whose sketch will lie

found on another page of this work) and died

November 25, 1876. The second marriage of our

subject occurred October 17, 1889, at which time

Mar}' M. Feakins became his wife; she is a native

of Schoharie County, N. Y., and the daughter of

George and Mary (Stockney) Feakins, natives of

England. The father was a miller and followed

tliat business in New York State until coming to

Illinois in 1855 at which time he opened up that

line of work in Belvidere, Rockford and Rockton.

He died at the latter-named place, where the mo-

ther of Mrs. Hulett now lives.

Of the present marriage of our subject one son

has been born, Paul M., and bj' the former union the

following-named four children: Marston W., Mary
Lorena, Mattie E. and John M. Mr. Hulett cast

his first vote for Abraham Lincoln and has since

voted the stiaight Republican ticket. He has re-

presented Owen Township five terms on the

County Board of Supervisors and is held in high

repute by all who know him.

^p^ILES R. GOSS. The beautiful rcMdence on

(l[ ,—- the corner of West and Elm Streets, Rock-

^>^^l ford, is the home of Mr. Goss, whose suc-

cessful career as a business man fairlj' entitles him

to the esteem of his associates and the confidence

of the community. He has resided in Rockford

since 1866, and during twelve years of the period

was engaged as a dealer in grain, but has been re-

tired from active business cares for some j^ears.

Coming to Illinois in 1856, Mr. Goss located on

one hundred and sixt}- acres of land which he had

purchased prior to removing hither. He improved

a farm now occupied by the present site of the

village of Florence, erected the first grain elevator

in the village and other buildings, which materially

contributed to the value of his iiroperty. For some

time he engaged as a real-estate dealer, and liy

judicious management accumulated a comfortalilc

property. After coming to this county, he pur-

chased a farm of three hundred acres in Winneliagu

Township, which he still owns.

Mr. Goss was born in Fulton Township, Scholiaric

Countj', N. Y., June 1, 1820, and made iiis hnmc

in his native place until he renidvi'd to Illinois in

1856, meanwhile becoming familiar with every do-

tail of farm life. His father, Robert Goss, was a

native of New York State, living and dying on a

farm in the township of Fulton, and his death oc-

curring at the age of sixty-four years. The grand-

father of our subject. Col. John Goss, was born in

the Empire State and probably gained his title

through his service in the War of 1812. He fol-

lowed agricultural pursuits until his death, which

occurred near Rochester at an advanced age. His

wife was a lad\' of Irish birth and parentage, and

died in the Empire State when quite old.

The mother of our subject w.as known in maiden-

hood as Mary Kirkland, and was born and reared

in Fulton Township, Schoharie Couny,of which

her parents were early settlers. She died at the

advanced age of eightj'-three years. With her

husband, she was an active member of the Method-

ist Episcopal Church, where he served as Class-

leader and Steward. Our subject is the third child

among eight, all of whom grew to mature years,

and five are j'et living. Two brothers became

Methodist ministers of considerable prominence;

one of these still survives, and is the pastor of

the church at Newburg, N. Y.

When twentj'-seven years old, Mr. Goss was

married to Elizabeth A. Wood, who was born in

Schoharie County, N. Y., the daughter of James

A. and Catherine (Lamont) Wood, natives of New-

York State. Mrs. Wood died in 1851, and her hus-

band afterward came to Illinois and spent his last

years m Rockford, djing at the home of j\Irs.

Goss in September, 1888, at the age of almost

ninet}^ years. He was a man of splendid intorma-



952 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RFX'ORD.

tion and great ability, .in d had served as President

of t!ie {'<i11ol;(> at Cliarliittf. and represented his dis-

trict in the State lA-iiislatui-e. Ilis politics first

brought him into syiiipath\ with the Democrats,

but after coniinu to Illinois be l)eeaine an active

Republican.

Mr. and Jlrs. ( ross are the parents of one child,

Catherine A., wife of Tliomns Ilanilyn, a native of

]>evonsliire, Kngland. lie came when five years

old to America with his parents, Thomas and Susan

(Pengilly) Hamlyn, making- .settlement at London,

Ontario, where the fathei- died on his farm. The

mother still resides on tlie oI<l homestead. In

1.S68, JMr. Ilamlyn came to the States and has since

been a resident of Rockford. In their religious

connections, Mr. and l\Irs. Goss are identified with

the Methodist E]iiscopal ('hurch, and, politiealh',

Mr. Goss is a Republican, with Prohibition pro-

clivities.

^<^ •f^^^^ ••• -^:»- '^t&>-

F. HENRY is the junior member and city

liartner and manager of the Golden Eagle

Clothing Store, located on the corner of

West State and Main Streets in Rockford. This

firm does a most extensive business as dealers in

gents' fiu'nislung goods and children's clothing,

and lias no superior outside of Chicago in Illinois.

Mr. Sterns, a prominent business man of Cliicago,

is the non-resident jiartner, and the business is

rei)resented by tlie firm title of C'. F. Henry & Co.

The}' occupy a three-story building, 8t)x.50 feet,

well arranged, ventilated and lighted, and well

filled with a complete stock of all kinds of goods

in their line. The ground floor is occupied by

men's clothing and gents' furnishing grods, and

the upper story is the children's department, which

is unsurpa.ssed in this city.

It will be interesting to know something of the

resident proprietor of the Golden Eagle Clothing

St(jre. He was biirii in the old shady town <:)f

Plymouth, Mass., not far fi-oni tliat rock on which

the Pilgrim Fathers are said to liave fii-st set foot

on coming to America. He was often hilled to

sleep by the roar of the <iccan, and on tlie beach

many happy hours of his childhood were passed.

His parents were both natives of Germany, coming

to this country after their marriage. For a time

they resided in Massachusetts and then emigrated

to Rockford, 111., where the death of Mr. Henry,

Sr., occurred, December 25, 1883, at an advanced

age. His wife is still living in this city at the age

of seventy-six years. Like her husband, she has

lieen a life-long member of the Lutheran Church.

C. F. Ilenrv was a small lad when he came to

this city, where almost his entire life has been

passed. His connection with the clothing trade

began at the age of ten years, when he secured a

position in a store. Of course he began at the

bottom, but when quite young he determined to

some day go into business for himself, and witii

this resolution to lie carried out, he labored indus-

triousl}' and lived economically, until when he had

arrived at man's estate he had accumulated enough

caiiital to carry out his long-cherished desire, and

so looked about him for a favorable opening for

business. He had become a good salesman, and in

1863 he opened a store. In 1879, he became the

manager and loading [lartner of the Golden Eagle

Clothing House, which, as the result of his energy

and good judgment, has had a continuous run of

prosperity.

Mr. Henry was married in Rockford to an ac-

complished young ladj^ Miss Fannie S. Skinner,

one of this city's fair daughters. Her father,

James P>. Skinner, is prominently known in this

locality as the inventor of the first gang plow and

President of the .J. B. Skinner Plow Company, of

Rockford. His death occurred in 1874, since which

time Mrs. Skinner has become the wife of David

Heyt, a wealthy citizen and honored early settler

of Winnebago Couiitj^, still residing in Rockford.

Unto IMr. and Mrs. Henry have been born two in-

teresting children: Rupert J. and Charlotte A.

To the clothing business alone Mr. Henry has

not confined his attention, but, realizing the bene-

fit of various enterprises, he has done what he

could for the introduction of such to the city and

for their growth and improvement. At the present

time he is a stockholder in thirteen dilTerent in-

stitutions. He has also done much for the up-

building of Rockford, having erected a large two-

story brick building with basement on North Main
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Street, divided into six storerooms, besides a large

livery stable three stories liigh. In politics, lie is

a Republican, and is a prominent Knight Templar

Mason, belonging to Crusader Commandery No.

17, K. T., of Rockford, the Consistory of Freeport,

111., and the Medina Order of Chicago. He is also

an Odd Fellow and Knight of Pythias, has taken

both degrees of the Elks and is connected with

other insurance orders. In addition to this, he is

a charter member of the Rockford Commercial

Club, the leading club of the city. What Mr.

Henry has done for Rockford cannot be estimated

in words, and to say that he has been a most valued

citizen seems but poor praise; but though words

cannot requite him, his fellow-townsmen appreciate

his worth, as is evinced by the manner in which

they speak of him, and the high regard in which

he is held.

' SIIER E. .TENNER is numbered among
the foremost citizens of Belvidere and has

been prominently connected with its lead-

ing interests for many years, Ijoth ofti-

cially and in a business way. He was born in

Moriah, i:ssex County, N. Y., April 10, 1818. His

grandfather, Stephen Jenner, was a New England

farmer and spent Lis last years in the Green

Mountain State, where his son, Stephen, Jr., the

father of our subject, was born, his birth occur-

ring in Pittsford, Rutland Count}'. He learned

the trade of a carpenter and joiner, and was united

in marriage with Betsy E. Mather, a native of

Connecticut, and a daughter of Thomas and Han-

nah (Woodruff) Mather. Immediatelj' after his

marriage, Mr. Jenner removed to New York, be-

coming an earl}' settler of Moriah, and there he

followed his trade until 1831, when he came to

the West by wa}' of the Erie Canal and the Great

Lakes. He settled in Ashville, engaged in car-

pentering there until 1839, when he located in

Belvidere. He and his wife both spent their last

days in this city.

Our subject was a lad of thirteen years when,

with his parents, he removed to Chautauqua, N. Y.

On his fourteenth birthday, he became a jeweler's

aiJiirentico in Jamestown, serving a term of six

3'ears, after which he came to Belvidere, 111., in

1838, making the journey by way of the Lakes to

Chicago, and thence on foot In Belvidere. The
city was then a mere hamlet, containing nine

houses, while two others were in [u-ocess of erec-

tion. All the surrounding country was owned
by the Government and the land was in its [jrimi-

tive condition. At lielvidere, Mr. Jenner started

the first jewelry and watch-repairing establish-

ment between Chicago and Galena. At that time

there were no railroads here and the peojjle from

the surrounding counties used to haul their ino-

ducts to Chicago, and on their waj' would liring

Mr. Jenner work. He continued in the jewelry

business until 1856, when, on account of ill-health,

he was forced to discontinue it. In 1818, he had

added a stock of hardware, and continued to

carr}' on trade in that line until the war.

In 1840, Mr. Jenner wedded Mary J. Cook, a

native of Pembroke, Genesee County, N. Y., and

a daughter of Benjamin Cook. Her death oc-

curred in 1854. In 1856, Mr. Jenner wedded

Emmaroj- E. Lyon, a native of Chittenden County,

Vt., and a daughter of George and Elizabeth

(Root) Lyon. By the lirst marriage were born

two sons: Charles J., now the Sheriff of Chau-

tauqua County, N. Y., and George C, a resident

of Jamestown. B}- the second marriage there is

one daughter yet living: Kittle H., wife of Will-

iam II. Williams, a resident of Chicago. One
daughter, Nellie A., died at the age of twenty-one

years.

In politics, Mr. Jenner was formerly a Whig,

but has been a Republican since the organ izntion

of the party. He has been called u[)on to till

various official positions. In fact, since his re-

tirement from business, he has given his entire

time to public life. He has served as Village and

City Clerk since 1857, as Town Clerk since I860,

as Justice of the Peace since 1861, was School

Commissioner two terms, was Dejjuty Shei'iff,

Deputy Circuit Clerk, Deputy Postmaster, and

has been County Treasurer for ten years. The
many offices which he has been called upon to fill

indicate his popularity and the liigh regard in
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which ho is held, while liis long-con liniied service

m tlie various positions attests his ciricioncy and

faithful performance of dut}'. He is one of the

well-known and influential citizens of the coni-

niunitv and well deserves representation in this

volume. In addition to this biographical sketch,

his portrait is ju'esented on an accomiianying jiage.

W OKKXZO S. FYLKl!. in tracing the gen-

ii (^ ealogy of the Fyler family m America, we

jjj
-^ (ind that Walter Fyler, an Knglishman, who

came here as early as 1630, was the first to settle

in this cduntiy. lie located at Dorchester, JIass.,

was a man of wealth and inlhience, and lived to a

go<-)d old age. In fact, the Fyler family has ever

been noted for its longevity.

The subject of this sketch, who is of the eighth

generation following AValter Fyler, was born in

Sullivan, N. Y., June 1, 1818, and his father,

Erastus Fyler, and his grandfather, Silas F^der,

were natives of Torrington, Litchfield Count}',

Conn., and liolh successful agriculturists all their

lives. iM'astus F'yler was born on the 2d of Octo-

ber, 178:), and in 1810 moved to Jladison Coun-

ty, N. v., where he lii_i\ight a small tract of

timlier land with some improvements. A 3'ear

later, he was joined liy his parents, who passed

their last days in the county, both dying in

Auuust, 1812, within lliree weeks of each other,

and when aliout sixty-two _\ears of age. They

left three sons and ime daughter: Lucy, Silas,

Shayler and Erastus, all of whom are now de-

ceased. Lucy became the wife of Orange Soper

and died in Madison County. X. Y.. in 1871. when
ninety-four yeais of .'igc. She was the last of these

cliildren. Her mother, and tlie grandmother of

our subject, was formerly Miss L\iey Drake, of

Torrington, Conn., and her father, INIoses Drake,

was of the same place. Erastus Fyler married Miss

Abigail Smith, of Massachusetts, who was the

daughter of .bmathan and Hannah (Ellis) Smith,

both natives of the old Lay State. To this union

were born live children, a sou and four dauiihters:

Lorenzo S., Harriet, Lucy, Hannah i\I. and Eliza

V. The father of these children died in Osweo-o

County, N. Y„ in 1856, when sixty-seven years of

age, and the mother died in the same place, in

1860, when sixt^'-five 3'ears of age.

Lorenzo S. Fyler and his sister, Eliza F., now
INL-s. Reuljen W. Slay ton. of Tully, N. Y., are the

only survivors of this family'. The former was

liut four \ears of age when his jiarents removed to

Parish, N. Y., and he was early trained to the

duties of the farm. In connection with farming he

also taught school for fifteen winter terms, or

until I856, when he exchanged his farm for a stock

of merchandise and followed storekeeping until

1861. From there he moved to Roscoe, 111., and

embarked in the wholesale Yankee-notion trade,

running one and two wagons in Northern Illinois

and Southern Wisconsin until 1877. He then sold

ouli the business, and on the 1st of May, 1879, he

opened a drug and grocery store in Roscoe. This

he carries on very successfully at the present time.

He took his daughter, Mary F.,as an equal partner

in the business on the 1st of May, 1890, under the

firm title of L. S. Fyler & Co.

Before leaving New Y'ork State, JMr. Fyler held

the office of Justice of the Peace several terms, was

Superintendent of .Schools, and held other responsi-

ble positions in a very creditable and satisfactory

manner. Upon removing AVest, he went out of

politics and gave his entire attention to domestic

duties and his business enterprises. His first Presi-

dential vote was cast for William H. Flarrison in

1840, and since then every Presidential vote he

has cast has been for a Whig or Republican

nominee. He has voted for all, with the exception

of Rutherford B. Hayes, being at that time absent

in a distant part of the State on business.

On the 12th of September, 1841, Mr. Fyler

wedded Miss Cordelia Wiltse, who was born in

Hannibal, N. Y., January 21, 1822, and who passed

away in Roscoe, 111., on the 22d of May. 1864. The
result of this union was the Ijirth of four children,

three sons and one daughter: Edwin W., bf)rn

November 5, 1843, now of Dorchester, Mass.; AYar-

ren E.. born March 26, 1846, now of Durand, 111.;

Dewitt C, l)Orn March 8, 1850, now of Shellrock,

Iowa, and Mary F.. born November 27, 1862, now
of Roscoe, 111. On the 1st of March, 1865, Mr.

Fyler married Miss Kate Wiltse, a cousin of his first
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wife and a native of Hannibal, N. Y., born Au-

gust 24, 1832. She has filled the place of an own

mother to his children and made a pleasant home,

around which their memories will gather in plea-

surable reminiscences in the years to come.

When fourteen years of age, the original of this

sketch united with the Free-will Baptist Church,

of which his parents had been members and the

father a Deacon for many years, thus earl3- evinc-

ing a religious turn of mind. Subsequently, he be

came firmly established in the belief of the final sal-

vation of all mankind from sin and miser>', and

that in the fullness of time- all humanity would be

better for having had an existence, as the All-Wise

God intended for them at creation, and that all

souls will eternally progress towards divinity.

After settling in Roscoe, in order to enjoy a

church home with its privileges and associations,

he has alllliated with the Congregational society

of his town and contributed liberally to its sup-

port and welfare.

^JOSEPH B. ATWOOD. residing on his ex-

tensive farm in Roscoe Township, section 6,

Winnebago County, 111., near where he was

born in February, 1840, is a son of Patten

Atwood, who was born in Alexander, Grafton

County, N. H., on the 11th of January, 1805. The
elder Mr. Atwood was trained to the duties of

farm life in boyhood and when eleven years of age

went to Canada with his parents. His father,

Joseph Atwood, was also a native of the Granite

State and in 1816 moved to Canada, where he

subsequently died, wlicn in the prime of life. lie

met with an accident that resulted in his death.

His wife survived him a number of years Init died

in that country. After the death of the father,

the family was left with limited means, but Patten,

who at an early age showed marked ability as a

manager, assumed the responsibilit}' of looking

after affairs and assisted his mother in rearing the

younger children. He was married in Canada

to Miss Anna Brooks, a Canadian, whose par-

ents were born in Nova Scotia. In December,

1839, Mr. and Mrs. Atwood, with their eight

children, emigrated to Harlem, 111., and bought

one liundred and twenty acres of Governnu-nt

land, on which they settled and which is ikiw

known as the Peter Maliic farm. This land was

in a state of nature anil they paid -S1.2.") per

acre for it. Tin- jdurm/y from Canada to Harlem

was made with (ix-tcams and they were six weeks

on the wa}'. They lirst moved into a house with

one Mr. Mead, and there remained until si)iiiig,

Mr. Atwood in the meantime erecting a good log

house on his land. He had but 830 left after i)ay-

ing for his farm, but he possessed a great amount

of energy and perseverance and began at once to

clear his land. He lived on this claim but one

year and then traded for one hundred and ten

acres now in Owen Township, where he has resided

since. This farm had some improvements and he

paid some difference. To the iiriginal tract he

added from year to year until he owned six hun-

dred acres, but he gave each of his children a start,

and now has about two hundred acres with excel-

lent buildings, etc. Mrs. Atwood died at their

home in Owen Townshi[) July :>(), ISDO. when

eighty-two years of age. She liore her husband

fifteen children, six sons and nine daughters, all

now living except one, a daughter, who died in

early childhood. Of tliese children, the eldest is

sixty-five years of age and the youngest over

forty. They are named as follows: Sallj-, Henry

B., Eliza, Lydia, William, Caudace, Anna, Mary,

Joseph B., Irene, Patten P>., Harriet. .lohn and

Philip, the youngest, at home. All are inarrieil.

In 18G4, Josei)h B. Atwood, the subject of this

sketch, left the parental roof and went to his farm

of one hundred and eighteen .acres in the south-

west part of Roscoe Township, boarding with a

tenant in his house. Seven years later, he lionght

one hundred and sixty-five acres where he now
lives, on which was a house, and paid 8G0 per acre

for this. On the 5th of September, lisTT, he was

married in Rockton Township, at the home of Fred

Glcasman, to Miss Lizzie H. Gleasman, daughter

of Godfrey and Henrietta (Schmenger) Glcasman,

both natives of Germany, who came to this coun-

try in 1837. Mr. Gleasman and his brother

George enlisted from Oneida County in the Civil

War and both were killed at the battle of
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Auliolam. In speaking of the Gleasmans as

soldier^^. Capt. Brentlel, of riic/a. N. Y.. said that if

lie had a ret;inient of such men as the two Gleas-

mans lie couhl mareli into llio moutli of lielL Tliese

men were h(_ith ovei- lifty and exempt, hut tlie\'

were patriotic and loyal to the Union. Mrs. At-

wodd's mother and her children came to Rockton,

just o\'er the line fn.ini lioscoe, iu the sjiring of

l.s.j.'^ and first settled on reuted lanil. She died in

lJockt(.in, Se|)temher 27, 18S(1. wlien seventy-six

3 ears of age, leaving' four sons and three daugh-

ters, having buried her youngest .son, John, when

twentv-seven years of age. lie died August 12,

1,S78.

Mr. and Mi's. Atwood have buried one son,

.loseph L., an infant, who died October 30, 1886,

and two daughters, Alice 11., who died Deccmljer 30,

1888, a bright little girl of about four and one half

years, and Hazel L., who was born March 23, 18;tU,

and died ^lareh 10, 1892. The children now living

areJohn Roy, born February 11, 1879, and George

G., Januai\y 1, 1882. The sons are attending the

district school. Blr. Atwood is (piite an extensive

fanner and owns aliout (jue tliousand acres w'ithiu

live miles of his home farm. He has an excellent

house, admirably' presided over by his thrifty and

intelligent wife, and liis barns and outl)uildings

all show their o\vner t(.i be a man of progress and

enterprise. Blrs. Atwood is a member of the .Meth-

odist Cliui'ch, and hci' husliand aOiliates nitli the

Republican parly in [)olitics.

\Tp\\01iEl!T SMITH is one of the leading and

|IL><I inlluential farmers of Harlem Township,

^\ and (ine of the representatives of the pio-

^p) neer families of Winnebago County. His

home is situated on section 2(j, and he owns and

operates three hunilred and >ixt\a(a'e> iif valuable

laud, which is well tilled and yields him a g(.)lden

tril)ute for the care and labor which he bestows

ui)ou it. It is well improved with good Iniildings

and has all the accessories of a model farm.

-Ml'. Smith was boi'u in I\int\re, .\rgyleshire,

Scotland, August 22, 1.S21. His grandfather,

Daniel Smith, was born in Ayrshire, whence he

removed to Argyleshire, locating upon a tract of

wild laud and residing iu a sod hou.se for manj'

years. He there improved a good farm and made

his home until his death. Only two of his children

ever came to America, Daniel and Janet. The latter

became ]Mrs. Brown and settled iu Cincinnati,

Ohio. The former is the father of our subject. He
was born in Argyleshire, February 11, 1791, was

reared to agricidtaral pursuits and after attaining

toman's estate rented laud and eng.aged iu farm-

ing, lie wedded Mary Montgomery, who was born

in Kintjre, January 12, 1795, and was a daughter

of Robert Montgomery. They became the parents of

nine children: Flora, Robert, John, Daniel, Alex-

ander, Archiliald, Jane, AVilliani and Mary Agnes.

The parents with their famil}- emigrated to America
j

in 1812, sailing on the vessel "Gleaner" from ?

Cam^jbelltown, the (Irst ocean vessel which ever

left that port. They weighed anchor on the 4th of

.lune and reached New York on the Itli of July.

They came at once to Winnebago County, making

the journey by way of the Lakes to Chicago, and

settled iu Harlem Township. Mr. Smith bought the

land on which our subject iu_)\v resides. Upon the

place was a log cabin and a large log building

which had been used as a distillery. Mr. Smith and

his brother-in-law, James Montgomery, bought the

farm at s^o [ler acre, aud at once began its develop- 1

mcnt and cultivation. The trials of pioneer life ')

were not escaped by them, they bearing the usual

ex)3eriences of frontier families. Mr. Smith died

on the old homestead August 20, 1845, aud his
[

wife tliei-e passed away May 31, 1872. They were

highly respected pei.iiile and had mauy friends iu

this community.

Tlie subject of this sketch acijuired his educa-

tion in his native land, and at the age of seven-

teen accompanied iiis parents on their emigration

to Auierica. On his father's death, the care of the

home farm clevolvcd upon him and to its cultiva-

tion and impi(.)vement he has since devoted his

energies, and in the undertaking has met with

signal success.

In 1855, Mr. Smitli wedded Agues Greenlees,

who was born in Kintyre, Argyleshire, Scotland,

and is a ilaughter of William and Martha (Harvey)

rireenlees. Unto Mr. and ]Mrs. Smith have been
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born five children: Mary J., Martha, Agnes, wife

of William Brown, William G. and Danie' Andrew.

The parents and their daughters are members of

the Willow C'leek Presbyterian Church, and are

people widely and favorably known in this 0(.)ra-

nuuiiLy. In politics, Mr. Smith is a stanch Repub-

lican, having supported that party since its organ-

ization.

EZR.\
MAY, a well-known citizen of Belvi-

dere, whose portrait accompanies this sketch,

is one of the most extensive land owners of

Northern Illinois. He has always been interested

ill agricultural pursuits and now has a farm which

is operated under his personal supervision. His

other farms are rented and yield to him a hand-

some income.

Mr. May was born in Phillipsburg, fifty miles

from Montreal, Canada, November 6, 1813, and is

of English descent. His grandfather, Pjzra May,
Sr.. was born in England, and came to America in

Colonial da3's, settling in Goshen, Mass., where he

spent the remainder of his life engaged in farming.

His youngest child, Calvin May, was the father of

our subject. He was born and reared in Goshen

and in early life turned his attention to the studj'

of medicine, graduating from Yale College. He
afterwards went to Phillipsburg, Canada, becom-

ing one of its pioneer settlers. His practice ex-

tended over a radius of eighty miles, and he used

to make his rounds on horseback. He became

well known as a prominent citizen, and his death,

which occurred in 1828, was widely mourned. His

wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary H3'att,

spent her last daj^s in Cherry Valley, 111.

Our subject was one of eleven children. His

boyhood and youth were spent in Phillipsburg, his

early days being passed upon a farm, and later he

was employed on Government work. He continued

to reside in Canada until 1836, when, in company
with two other young men, he went to Michigan

City, wliere he was employed by the Government
to buy machinery for six months. In the month
of May, 1839, he came to Illinois and located in

Winnebago County. He purchased a squatter's

43

claim to a tract of Government land in what is now
Cherry Valley Township, and when the landcaiiic

into market entered it at the land olliee in (Jaleiia.

I'pon it he built a log cabin and on his marriage,

himself and wife commenced housekeeping in that

humble .abode. He was joined in wedlock on Bon us

Prairie, Februaiy 24, 1840, with Lovisa May, a

native of the Empire State.

After residing upon his farm in Winnebago
County for seven 3'ears, Mr. jMay came to Belvidere

and engaged in the dry-goods business. He has

been prominently identified with the best interests

of this county from that time until the present. He
continued in the dry-goods business for some j'ears,

and later purchased a flouring mill which he operat-

ed for some time. He is now engaged in banking and

in 1890 was elected President of the Second Na-

tional Bank of this citj'. Mr. May possesses excel-

lent business ability, is sagacious and far-sighted

and his enterprise and good management have won
him a handsome propertj'.

Eight children have been born unli;i tmr subject

and his wife, five of whom are yet living: Mrs.

Ella M. Olney, Mrs. Florence L. Smith, Mrs. Clara

II. Greenslit, Calvin D., a banker of Clinton, Iowa,

and Stephen Douglas, a lawyer of Chicago.

Mr. May has filled various public ollices of lionor

and trust. He has served both as a member of the

City Board and of the County Board of Supervisors

and his duties have ever been discharged with

promptness and fidelity. He m.ay well be termed a

self-made man, for to his own efforts alone is due

the credit of his excellent success. His upright

life has won him the confidence of all, and in many
respects his career is well worthy of emulation.

=-^^+^1

UGH BROWN is a well-known agricultur-

ist of Winnebago County, residing on sec-

tion 3, Guilford Townshi)). He was born

i^) on a farm a mile from the village of South

End, Arg}'leshire, Scotland, September 28, 1835.

His paternal grandfather, Edward Brown, a native

of the same county, followed farming tliroughout

his entire life, and died at the advanced age uf

ninety-six years. .Tames Brown, tlie father of our



962 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPinCAL RECORD.

subject, also spent his entire life in Argyleshire,

and was engaged in agricultural pursuits through

much of his life. His last years, however, were

spent in the village of South End, where he died

in ISo'.i. His wife, whose maiden name was Mar-

garet Andrews, was horn in Argyleshire, and there

(lied in 181(1. In their family were nine children,

and by tlie second marriage of the father four chil-

dren were born.

We now take ui) tlie [lersonal history of our sub-

ject, who spent his boyhood da3's in the usual

manner of farmer lads and gave his father the

benelit of his assistance until 1854, when, having

determined to try his fortune in America, he sailed

from Glasgow in July of that 3^ear, landing in

New York sixteen days later. He came directly

to the Scotch settlement in Winnebago County,

and began working as a farm hand at $13 per

month. In 1855, in connection with his brother,

he rented a farm in Boone Count3^ Three j'ears

later, he came to this county, where he rented land

for two years, when, in connection with his brother

James, he purchased the Dennis farm, which they

cultivated for ten years in partnership. Our sub-

ject then bought an eight3'-acre tract of land, and

as he also owns forty acres of the Dennis place, his

landed possessions now aggregate one hundred

and twenty acres, which pa3- to him a golden

tribute in return for his care and cultivation. His

farm is well improved and is one of the valuable

places of the neighborhood.

On the 28th of April, 1870, Mr. Brown was uni-

ted in marriage with Miss Jane Picken, who was

born in Caledonia Township, Boone County, 111.,

and is a daughter of George Picken, a native of

Argyleshire, Scotland. His father, Archie Picken,

spent his entire life in Scotland. The father of Mrs.

Brown was married in his native land to Jane Brown
a native of Argyleshire, and a daughter of Charles

Brown, who came to America when quite well ad-

vanced in years, and after spending a short time

in Cincinnati, became a resident of Winnebago
County, where his last days were passed. Mr.

and Mrs. Picken crossed the broad Atlantic in

1840, and became pioneer settlers of what is now
Caledonia Township, Boone County, where the

fatlier purchased land of the Government and

developed a farm, upon which he resided until

his death, November 20, 1875, at the age of sixty-

nine years. His wife is still living on the old

homestead, and lias reached the age of four-.score

3'ears.

Unto ]Mr. and Mrs. Brown have been born two

daughters, Maggie and Mary J. The parents are

both members of the Willow Creek Church, and

are most estimable people. Mr. Brown is numbered

among the earl3' settlers of this community, hav-

ing long been identified with the history of the

count3'. He is also a self-made man, for he came

to America empty-handed, and has steadily worked

his wa3' upward until he is now one of the well-

to-do citizens of this comniunit3-.

<fl I^ILLIAM JONES, deceased. The name

\f\/ll
'*^'^'''l' introduces this sketch is one well

V^/^ known in Winnebago County, having been

borne by a gentleman who was acknowledged to

be an excellent representative of a self-made man
and intelligent agriculturist. He was born June

1, 1817, in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., and was a

son of John and Nanc3' Jones, the former of whom
came from England and located in Canada, where

he made his home until coming to Rockford. His

decease occurred when eight3'-two years of age.

Our subject entered the tract on which his widow
resides from the Government in 1847, and placed

the entire amount under most excellent cultiva-

tion.

The lady to whom our suliject was married was

Mrs. Mary Carson, the widow of John Carson.

One child, a son, was born of that union, his birth

taking place November 6, 1841, in the Dominion

of Canada. He was married in 1872 to Miss Matha
Mathewson, who was born in Tolland, Conn.,

November 24, 1850. To them have been born ten

sons and one daughter, namel3': Cl3'deW., Bertram

W., (ieorge P., EfRe M., Clarence F., Howard L.,

Earl N., Ellis D., Kenneth C, Stanley A. and Glenn

J. The daughter-in-law of Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Car-

son, was the daughter of Dearborn and Lavaneia

Mathewson, natives respectively of Rhode Island

and Connecticut. The father died in Iowa when
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seventy-three 3-ears of age, but the mother, who is

seventy-four years of age, still lives and nialtes her

home near Marion, Iowa.

Albert T. Carson, bugler during the late war,

enlisted in September, 18G1, for tlu-ee years, or

during the war, in Company K, First Illinois Cav-

alry. At the expiration of eighteen months, he

was discharged, and re-enlisted in 1864, and dur-

ing that time participated in many skirmishes.

His last enlistment was with Company M, Eighth

Illinois Cavalry. He was never wounded or cap-

tured, which is indeed quite remarkable for one

who took such an active part in numerous hard-

fought Ijattles. He is a carpenter b}- trade.

Mrs. .Tones was born August 3, 1822, in Ontario,

Canada, and was a daughter of George and Eliza-

beth Taylor, of England. Her parents emigrated

to Canada, where they spent the remainder of their

lives, the father dj'ing when seventy-four years of

age and the mother in her seventj'- eighth year.

Mrs. Jones remained at home until twent3'-nine

years of age, and then, coming to Illinois to visit

her sister, she met our subject and was married to

him October 17, 1852. She is an able housewife,

a kind neighbor, and wins the regard of those about

her.

YLVESTER BURR WILKINS. This gen-

tleman who has for many years been one

of the leading citizens of Rockford, was

born on a farm in Chenango Countj',

N. Y., in 1833, and is descended from an old

and respected New England family. His edu-

tion was acquired in the public schools, and ho re-

mained upon the farm until he had attained his

majority, when he started out for himself, his

father giving him S2..50. His first business venture

on his own account was in manufacturing wagon

supplies in Biughamton. N. Y.

Afterward Mr. Wilkins went to ]\Iilton, Pa.,

where he was engaged in the manufacture of

spokes and hubs for several years. Meanwhile

he invented a machine for making wheel spokes,

one half interest in which he sold for 81,000, it

being the first $1,000 which he could call his

own. While living in IMilton, he ^^as also in

the lumbering business a few 3-earsaiid in liuilding

canal boats.

In 1861, Mr. "Wilkins was uuitiMl in marriage

with Miss .Tane Goodlander, of Miltcjn. They are

the parents of Oeorgo L., Mary K. and Knlh

Wilkins. After spending twelve years inlMillon,

in 1869 he removed his family to Rockford where

he has since been identified witli the intcresl.s of

that city, its growth and rebuilding. He was one

of the promoters of the Rockford Bolt Works, an

industry of much consequence to thecitj', to which

he gave his personal attention for some years,

having been President of the company since its

organization. He was also tlie promoter and

principal owner of the S. I!. Wilkins Company,

which began the manufacture of seamless hosiery on

a small scale in 1881. This enterprise prospered and

was incorporated in 18S5 under the name of the

S. B. Wilkins Comimuy. Mv. Wilkins became the

President and has continued to hold that important

relation to this companv, whose iiroduction has

become widely known throughout the West and

Northwest as "Rockford Hosiery."

In connection with his other duties in this con-

cern, Mr. Wilkins spent much of his time in the

invention and improvement of the special ma-

chinery which is used alone by this company. Re-

cently, this machinery and the patents of the S. B.

Wilkins' Company' passed into the ownership of a

new companj', incorporated under the laws of

Illinois and called the "Chicago-Rockford Hosiery

Company." Of this company. Mr. Wilkins has

also become the President and is one of its largest

stockholders. Its principal ottice is now in Chicago,

and its factories at Rockford, 111., and Kenosha,

Wis. He has also been connected with other en-

terprises, and has given liberally of liis means to

the support of any interest calculated to in-ove of

public benefit. He was one of the building com-

mittee of Court Street Methodist i:piscopal Church,

and recently built the beautiful Wilkins Flats on

North Church Street. His home is a fine residence

on North Main Street.

Mr. Wilkins is free from i)olitical ambitions but

consented at the solicitation of many, and the

suffrage of a large majority, to serve as Mayor for
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two terms. Like most men of inventive mind, he

is quiet and unassuming, not willingto claim much

credit for himself when it is really due, and at all

times giving to others their full share. He has the

conftdence and esteem of all with whom he comes

in contact in business relations, and he and his

family rank high in social circles.

I^l****!;

Vj^y CllAKD MERRILL. The family of which

[igiY' the subject of this sketch is a worthy repre-

tii \v sentative is one well known to the people

\^) of Boone County, and one which has been

identified with the interests of the same from pio-

neer days. Richard Merrill, who is one of the

prosperous agriculturists and much esteemed citi-

zens of Boone County, is a brother of Thomas
Merrill (see sketch for further particulars of the

family).

Like many of the substantial and prosperous

citizens of the county, our subject is a native of New
York State, born in Herkimer County, in the town

of Litchfield, July 27, 1841, and when about four

j'ears of age was brought by his parents, Asel and
Auretta (Smith) Merrill, to Illinois. Here he fin-

ished his growth and received his education. Like

his father, he selected agricultural pursuits as his

occupation in life, and as he became thoroughly

familiar with the duties of the farm at an early

age, he has been unusually successful in his calling.

On November 27, 1883, he was wedded to Miss

Alice IL Hare, who was born in Schoharie County,
N. Y., April 13, IHo'J, and is a daughter of Chaun-
cey S. and Harriet A. (Church) Hare, both natives

of the Empire State. The fatlier is a blacksmith

by trade and is still a resident of his native Stale.

His wife was born in New Berlin, N. Y., and died

in Washington Mills, of that State, when forty-one

years of age. They were the parents of five chil-

dren all now living, but two. Mrs. Merrill's ma-
ternal grandparents were natives of New York, in

which State they passed their entire lives, hedyinf^
when about middle age, and she when about eighty-

two. Mrs. Merrill came to Illinois about 1882, and
was here married to Mr. Merrill.

Three children are the result of our subject's

marriage: Fred C, born at his grandfather's old

home on July 2, 1885, and Nathan H., also born on

the old homestead, January 26, 1887, and Paul A.,

born May 24, 1892. Mr. Merrill has resided on

that fine old place nearly all his life, but in the

year 1891 he removed to Belvidere and is practi-

cally' retired. However, as he has rented his farm,

he still has considerable to keep him busy. The farm

is about three miles from the city and is the orig-

inal piece of land his father bought from the Gov-

ernment. Our subject remembers some of the ex-

periences of pioneer days and delights to relate

them. He remembers his mother taking a load of

wheat to market to get some jeans to make up in

clothing for the boys, but one load did not bring

enough to pay for the goods and the father had to

take in a second load the following day. Mr. Mer-

rill is a Democrat in his political alHliations, and

his first Presidential vote was cast for G. B. Mc-

Clellan. .Sociall3', he is a member of the Knights

of the Globe. On all subjects of importance he

has decided opinions, which carry weight among

his fellow-citizens.

'TIS? =«fe s»

ANIEL KINSON, an enterprising farmer of

]]] New Milford Township, Winnebago County,

; a native of the Green Mountain State,

born August 21, 1827. The grandparents were

farming people of A'ermont, and had a family of

eight children, the youngest of whom, John Kinson,

was the father of our subject. He was born in

New Hampshire in 1803, and married INIeliuda

Lamphere, by whom he had three children, Lewis,

Daniel and Cynthia Sophia, all of whom were born

in Vermont. With his familj', he removed to Essex

County, N. Y., where he worked in a glass factory,

and was afterwards employed in Boston. Later,

he went to Lower Canada, where he engaged in

farming for ten years, and in 1844 we find him

residing near Keeseville, N. Y., where ho and his

sons clioii|)ed wood at thirty-seven and a half

cents [ler cord for a year, each averaging two

cords i>er day. With the money thus earned, they

went to Milwaukee, and for three months resided

in Whitewater, Wis. Mr. Kinson then went to Bel-
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videre on foot, and was so well pleased with this

locality that he hired a team and brought his fam-

ily to Illinois. For three j'cars he resided upon a

rented farm, and then made a claim of one hun-

dred and sixty acres, on which our subject now

resides. In the fall of 1849, he removed his fam-

ilj- to his own farm, and we can imagine the hap-

piness with which they took possession of their

own home, after so many years of hard labor.

From that time forward, prosperity attended their

efforts, and they became well-to-do. Mr. Kinson

died in New Milford, December 28, 1891, at the

age of eighty-eight years, and four months, and his

wife passed awa\' September 7, 1889, when about

eight)'-eight j-ears of age.

Our subject had shared ui all the experiences of

the family, and in those earlier years labored hard

to support himself and aid his parents in securing

a home. He was married in his own home, May
23, 1855, to Miss .Joanna Baxter, who was born in

Tompkins County, N. Y., May 29, 1833, and is a

daughter of John and Maria (Horton) Baxter, who

removed from New York on the 23d of September,

1843, and by the canal and Lakes came to Illi-

nois, accompanied by their family of six children.

They soon settled on twenty acres of laud, south-

east of New Milford, and the log cabin which Mr.

Baxter built in 1849 was their home for fifteen

3ears, when it was then replaced by a frame resi-

dence. Mr. Baxter died at the home of his daugh-

ter, November 30, 1869, at the age of seventy-nine

years, leaving a widow and eight children, seven

sons and a daughter. They had lost one daughter,

Rosetta Ann, who died at the age of two years.

The death of the mother occurred on Thanksgiv-

ing Day, November 28, 1888, at the age of seventy-

nine 3'ears. They were highlj' respected people in

this community and made many warm friends.

Mr. and Mrs. Kinson have lost two sons: Irvin

Eugene, who died August 28, 1858, at the age of

two years; and Fred H., who died August 21, 1871,

when about fifteen months old. Their living chil-

dren are Clara H., who was born September 20,

1858; Ella T., June 8, 1860; Asa H., January 17,

1862; John L., .June 18, 1864; Lourena M., March

11, 1866; Hattie R., October 24, 1872; Ora A.,

September 2, 1875. All of the children have left

the parental roof except the two youngest. Hat-

tie has been deaf since her third year, the misfor-

tune being caused by scarlet fever. All have re-

ceived good educational advantages, and John is

a teacher in the Rockford Business College. Asa

H. was married, Januarj' 1, 1885, to Lourane

Graham, and is farming in Iowa; John L. mar-

ried Eva Eastman, March 6, 1885; Clara is the wife

of Frank Fitzgerald; FA\a L. is the wife of Alliert

S. McAvov, and I^ourena is the wife of (Tilbert

Thompson, of Iowa.

Mr. Kinson of this sketch owns two hundred

acres of land in the home farm, besides an addi-

tional thirty-acre Ir.act, thirteen acres of which are

covered with a fine growth of timber. He has also

bought two farms of one hundred and sixt)' acres

each for his sons in Iowa. In politics, he is a

Republican, and himself and wife are members of

the Methodist Church of New TMilford.

ORNELIUS H. BEAMER is a native of the

Empire State. He was born in Wheeler,

Steuben County, June 10, 1814, and was a

son of Philip and Nancy (Dixon) Beamer, the

former a native of Holland, and the latter of Scot-

land. When young, they came to this countrj',

and were married in New York. They passed

away in Ottawa, 111., the father dying at the ad-

vanced age of ninety years, his wife at the age of

seventy-eight. Thej'^ had twelve children, all of

whom grew to mature years. One brother, Thomas,

was slain in the siege of Vicksburg, and Rosilla, a

teacher, took cold while going to her school, and

died of consumption at the age of twent3--two.

Our subject spent the da3's of his boj'hood and

j-outh upon his father's farm, and on the 11th of

November, 1837, arrived in Chicago, 111., then a

small village. He refused to bu)- a half-section of

land near where the court house now stands, but

instead purchased a horse for 135 and rode to Bel vi-

dere. Since that time he has been a resident of

this localit}'. Ere leaving the East, he was married

in North Cohocton, August 16, 1836, to Sarah

Walters, who was born in that place, and was of
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German descent. She died on the 20th of May,

1849, leaving four suns and two daughters. One

son, Albert, died quite young, and was buried by

his mother in Belvidere; Barbara became the wife

of Caleb Lewis, and died leaving six children; and

B. F. Beamer. Sarah Beamer died in Cairo, 111.

Mr. Beamer was again married, this time to Lois

Hartley, a native of England, who died April 11,

1890, leaving one son. Hartley', who is living in

Illinois.

Mr. Beamer has had a varied and rather adven-

turous life. He was a stage-driver for a number

of years, also followed farming, and was a dealer

in horses, but, as he is now well advanced inj-ears,

he has laid aside all business cares, and is living a

retired life in Pontiac, 111. His son, Alva 11.

Beamer, was onlj' twelve years of age when his

motlier died. He then went to live with George

Lemons, in Boone County, with whom he remained

until seventeen years of age, after which he re-

sided with George M. Crane, of Cherry Valley

Township, until he rented land and began farming

for himself. He was married, .January 22, 1863, to

Mary C. Doolittle, of Harlem, 111., a daughter of

Henry and C'atherine (Stednian) Doolittle, both

of whom were natives of New England, and emi-

grated to Illinois in 1837. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Beamer were born three children: Minnie L., wife

of Archie L. Kummelhart, of Harlem Township;

Ella M. and Herbert E., both at home. The chil-

dren have received good educational advantages.

Mr. Beamer is a friend to all that can benefit or

improve the community. In politics, he is a Re-

p\iblican, and has served as School Director. He
lias followed general farming throughout his en-

tire life, and is now a successful and enterprising

agriculturist.

^?|; NDKEW PIHNNEY, an honored veteran

(@/lJ Ij of the late war, and now a successful gro-

/// lis cer of Roekford, doing business at No.

(^ 20611orsman Street, was horn in Elbridge,

Onondaga C'ounty, N. Y., in 1836, and when
quite j'oung went to Bradford County, Pa., with

his parents, William and Mary Phinne}-. They

were both natives of the Emerald Isle, and imme-

diately after their marriage came to this coun-

try. Mrs. Phinney died in Pennsylvania. Mr.

Phinney was there again married, and again lost

his wife in that State, after wjiich he emigrated to

Jonesville, Mich., where his death occurred in Sep-

tember, 1891, at the age of seventy-sis years.

Our subject was the first of the family to come

to the West. He located in Illinois, in 1856, and,

after a year spent in Belvidere, came to Roekford,

where he has since resided. In 1862, however, he

left his home and joined Company A, of the Nine-

tieth Illinois Infantrj', going to the South with his

regiment. After the battle of Mission Ridge, he

was commissioned First Lieutenant. At the battle

of Atlanta, Jul3- 22, 1864, he was captured by the

enemy, and held a prisoner of war until March,

1865, when he was exclianged. Subsequently, he

had charge of his company in St. Louis, where

they did service until honorably discharged after

the expiration of their three-years' term. Mr.

Phinney has a war record of which he may well be

proud. He saw much hard service, but was never

wounded, although he nearly lost his life from ex-

posure and hardship. Ilis meritorious conduct on

the field of battle won him deserved promotion.

Other members of the Phinney family also fol-

lowed the old flag. His brother Michael, now of

Jonesville, Mich., was a member of the Army of

the Potomac and during his service was wounded.

Two other brothers, John and William, both laid

down their lives on the altar of their countiy, and

the father also followed the old flag through man}'

battles to victory.

On his return from the war, Andrew Phinney

began business as a merchant, in 1865, and has

since been selling groceries in this city. For a

time he was in partnership with William Lyons,

but is now alone in business. He has been at his

present location since 1888, and there a full and

complete stock of groceries is read}' to supply the

wants of the public. The proprietor is recognized

as an enterprising and industrious business man,

who by his own efforts has worked up an excellent

trade, and is now enjoj'ing a liberal and well-

earned patronage.

Mr. Phinney was married in Roekford, in 1865,
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the lady of his choice beiug Miss Mary Rj^an, a

native of Dublin, Ireland, who, when quite .young,

came to this country with her parents, both of

whom died in Roekford some 3-ears since. Unto our

subject and his wife, have been born the following

children: Frank; Lillie, deceased, who was the wife

of James O'Conner, who is a contractor; Josephine,

a book-keeper in her father's emploj'; Dollie, who

is engaged in teaching school; and Ida and Belle,

who are students in the High School of this city.

The parents are both members of the Catholic

Church, and socially, Mr. Phinney is a member of

Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R. In politics, he is a

sui)porter of Republican jirinciples.

^^EORGE W. CARMAN, who engages in

III (—^ farming on section 34, Guilford Township,

^^J is a representative of one of tlie pioneer

families of Winnebago County, and is descended

from an early New England family. His great-

grandparents were John and Anna Carman. The
former was born March 25, 1751. His grand-

parents were Jacob and Sarah (Haines) Carman,

both natives of New Jersey. They had a familj-

of two sons and four daughters who grew to ma-

ture years, but all have now passed away. They

were: Hannah, who was born Februarj- 5, 1772;

Ann, March 24, 1774; Ruth, January 27, 1776;

Hannah, November 30, 1778; Jacob, March 6,

1781; Elizabeth, December 3, 1782; John J., Sep-

tember 24, 1785; Joseph H., April 20. 1789; and

Mary C, January 10, 1792.

The father of our subject, John J. Carman, was

a native of Pemberton, N. J., and in Canada, in

1716, married Mary Fisher, also a native of that

.State. His uncle, John . Haines, after a long life

spent in New Jersey, passed away at the advanced

age of one hundred and fifteen 3ears.

Unto the parents of our subject were born

twelve children, eight sons and four daughters:

John, Jr., born January 26, 1817; William W.,

August 17, 1818; Henr}-, who was born Novem-
ber 15, 1819, died at the age of eight months;

Marj' Ann, born February 19, 1821; Chauncej-

C, November 15, 1822; Henry F., July 11, 1824;

Elizabeth, born March 20, 1826, died at the age

of nine ^ears; George W., boni .lumiary 4, 1828;

Philip J., April 22,1830; Alpheus W., December

18. 1832; Elizabeth, :March 15, 1836; and Sarah,

Septemlier 20, 1838. Of this family, seven are yet

living, and their aggregate age is four hundred

and thirty-four years. Thej- were all liorn iu

Canada and, with the parents, came to Illiuois in

1840, settling on the old liomestead on tlic r.itli

of June. The oldest son, John, Jr., Iiad coiiu-

here two years previous and purchased a claim of

one hundred and sixty acres for his father. He
died on the 13th of March, 1845. Chauncey and

Alpheus were volunteers in the late war, serving

as privates throughout the struggle. The father

of the family died December 29, 1870, at the age

of eightj^-five years, and his wife passed away
September 29, 1878, at the age of eighty-two.

George Carman, whose name heads this record,

was born near Brockville, Canada, Januar}- 4,

1828, and with the family came to Illinois when
a lad of twelve summers. In the usual manner
of farmer lads, he was reared to manhood and has

since engaged in agricultural pursuits. He occu-

pies the old homestead in connection with Will-

iam W., and Sarah and Philip reside upon an

adjoining farm. The sons are among the leading

agriculturists of Guilford Township and, follow-

ing the example of their father, vote with the

Rcpulilican party.

,^i^ IMON PETER BEST. Among the well-

^^^ regulated homes of Durand Township.

l^^J) Winnebago County, none have about them
an air of greater comfort and content

than that which has been built up by the joint

efforts of Mr. Best and his estimable wife. Their

pleasant home is located on section 20, and is im-

proved with all the appurtenances required liy the

progressive and industrious agriculturist.

Our subject dates his residence in this countj-

from the spring of 1855, at which time the fam-

ily settled in Durand Township. He was born in

Northampton County, Pa., April 13, 1844, and is

a son of Jacob N. and Susannah (Unagesl) Best,
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who also lifiiled from tlio Keystone State. The

ancestors of our suliject came from Germany

about two hundred years ago and for several

generations resided in Pennsylvania.

Nicholas Best, the grandfather of our subject,

died in 1801. when twenty -eiglit years old. The

father of him of whom we write was a farmer, and

in early life worked at the trades of a shoemaker

and lilacksmitli. Tlie iiarental family numbered

three children, liis lirother and sister being Nich-

olas and Polly. Jacol) N. Best came to Illinois in

lHr);'>, and located on the southwest quarter of sec-

tion 20, Durand Township, where he purchased

one hundied and sixty acres of land which bore

s(uiK' improvements. Tlicrc he resided until his

dcalli, which occurred February 20, 1885, at the

advanced age of eighty-six years. His good wife,

who survived him until August 9, 1891, passed

away in her ninety-second j'ear. They were the

parents of eleven children, one of wliom died in

infancy. Those living are: William, Sarah (Mrs.

Unagest), Rosauna (Mrs. Glasser), Reuben, Anna
Maria (now the widow of A. Gold, and formerly

Mrs. G. Nolf); Sophia (tlie wife of Jacob L.

Weaver), Rebecca (who married .Joseph Rich-

ard), Elizabeth (now Mrs. Adam Rheinges, and

formerly married to Tliomas .Tcnewinie), Lovina

(Mrs. A. Piaker), and our subject, who is the

youngest of tlie family.

Simon P. Best was reared to farm pursuits and

received a fair education in the schools of his

neighborhood. The date of liis marriage to Eliz-

alieth II., daughter of .lonatlian and Lydia J.

Matter, w.as February 13, 1868. Mrs. Best was

born in Stephenson County, tliis State, March 21,

IH17, and, with her husband, removed in 1880 to

their present home. Our subject, who is the

owner of three hundred and sixty acres of finely

cultivated land, has been a resident of section 20

since 185/).

The nine children born to our subject and his

wife bear the respective names of Fernando,

Arthur J., .Tacob K., AVallace \'., Signora, Sylva

D., Oscar L., Arvilla M. and Sus.an P. In his po-

litical relations, Mr. Best usually votes the Re-

publican ticket, but leans strongly toward Pro-

hibition and reform principles. He is a member

of the Evangelical Association and is active in all

good works. His father belonged to a company

of militia in Pennsylvania. He of whom we

write, in addition to raising cereals, devotes a

great deal of time and attention to the breeding

of Short-horn cattle and Norman horses.

OySCAR .T. WIG ELL, representing the world-

renowned Steinway piano house of Lyon,
' Potter it Co., Chicago, has one of tlie finest

and bcst-equipjied music stores in the State, outside

of Chicago, at No. 212 West State Street, Rock-

ford. He is one of the wide-awake, thorough-going

30ung business men of the place. Rockford is his

birthplace and he was born Jul}- 25, 1867. In edu-

cation, he received the best that Rockford afforded.

It was very evident in his early youth that he in-

herited the musical abilities of his parents. When
but fifteen years of age, he took thorough instruc-

tion in piano-tuning, and in that work he has an

enviable reputation as an expert.

During the winter of 1889-90, George W. Lyon,

of Chicago (who for twenty-eight years was senior

partner of the firm of Lyon & Healy), recognizing

the ability <jf Mr. Wigell, engaged him as tuner

and salesman for the magnificent new store of

L3'on, Potter it Co., who opened their doors to the

public January 15, 1890. During his first year

with this house, Mr. Wigell gave up piano-tuning

.and devoted all his time to sales, in which he has

met with deserved success. As a dealer, his upright

and honorable conduct in all transactions has aided

him materially in building up the large business he

now controls.

October 18, 1887, O. J. Wigell was united in

marriage to Miss Eva M., the eldest daughter of

Rev. G. R. Vanhorn, of Rockford, of whom see

sketch elsewhere in this volume. She was born in

Minooka, 111., November 9, 1868, and supplemented

the education she received in the city schools of

Rockford by a course in the seminary at Aurora,

III. She is an accomplished and intelligentyoung

lad}' and is very much devoted to art. To Mr.

and Mm. Wigell have lieeii lioru two hriuht little
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boys: Garrett O. and Lawrence L. The.y are hap-

pily situated in a pleasant home on the East Side.

In religion, both are active 7iiembers of the Cen-

tennial INIethodist Episcopal Cluirch.

Tlie fatlior of our subject, the late John Wigell,

was born in Sweden. There during his early life

he became a devoted and thorough student in

music, graduating with highest honors on piano,

organ and violin at the conservatory in Stock-

holm. In his early manhood he came to America,

where for a numlx'r of years he held a responsible

position in one of the largest jiiano factories in

New York. Early in the "Gds, he came to Rock-

ford, where he won the respect and admiration of

all, especially of the musical fraternity, by his skill

and practical knowledge. lie manufactured a great

manv organs in Rockford, which have stood the

test these many years.

Mr. Wigell had plans drawn for a large piano

factory to be erected here, but these pl.ans were

never consummated, as he was stricken down with

tj'phoid-pneumonia and died November 18, 1871,

when only twenty-nine years old, leaving a widow

and one son, Oscar J. His wife, to whom he was

married in 1866, was Miss Clara Johnson, a n.ative

of Sweden, whence she came to America with her

parents when but two years of age. To them were

born two sons: Oscar J. and Lawrence Edward, the

latter dying September 28, 1871, when but two

years old. In 1874, Mrs. Clara Wigell was united

in marriage with O. W. Haegg, of whom see sketch.

Jf
[ OSIAH MANNING is the owner of one of

I the fine farms of Winnebago Count3', lo-

li cated on section 25, Guilford Township.

,^^^ His life record is as follows: He was born in

Westminister, Middlesex County, Canada, on a

farm near the suburbs of London, April 19, 1833.

His grandfather was a resident farmer of the Em-

pire State and removed to Canada, spending his

last days in the Province of Quebec.

The father of our subject, Joseph J. Manning,

was born in the Province of Quebec, and at

the age of twenty-three removed to Middlesex

County, then a sparsel3'-settled region, where

he bought a tract of timber land from the Ciovern-

ment. In the midst of the wilderness he cleared

and improved a farm, upon which he made liis

home until the spring of is II. wlu-n ln' came to

AVinnebago County, III. The year prexious, he

had visited in this locality and purchased one

hundred and ninety-four .acres of land for $950;

upon it were a log cabin, a small frame liouse and

a barn, .and thirty acres had lieen placed under

the plow. Accompanied by his wife and eight

children, he came in 1844 and located ujion this

farm, which he greatly developed and improved.

He made it his home until his death, which occurred

on the 8th of June, 1850 or 1851.

Mrs. Manning bore the maiden name of Cather-

ine Louisa Swart. Slic was born in Schoharie

County, N. Y.,and was a daughter of Bartholomew

and Elizabeth (Law_yer) Swart. The former w.as

born of Dutch parentage, and removed from the

Empire State tci Canada, settling in Middlesex

County, where he cleared and developed a farm,

upon which he spent his remaining days. The

death of Mrs. Manning occurred on the 6th of

IMarch, 1890, in the seventj'-sixth year of her age.

She was the mother of nine children: Charles F.,

Josiah, Julia M., Levi, Jacob B., Rosswell A., Jos-

eph J., Leonard and Eli. Josiah, Leonard .and Eli

are the only ones now living. The last two are

residents of Chariton, Lucas County, Iowa.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of eleven

summers when he came to Illinois with his parents;

since that time he h.as been a resident of Guilford

Township. As soon as old enough, he began to

assist in the labors of the farm and aided in the

arduous task of developing the wild land. Three

years .after his father's death, he purchased the in-

terest of the other heirs in the homestead and now

owns and operates two hundred and sixty acres of

highly improved land, constituting one of the

best farms in this locality. The rich and fertile

fields indicate the thrift of the owner, and the

good buildings there seen stand as monuments to

his enterprise. In this direction his farm will com-

pare with an)- in the county. In connection with

general farming, he also eng.ages in raising fine

stock, making a specialty of standard-lircd horses,

and upon his land has a race-course.
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Ill 1858, Mr. Manuiug was united in marriage

with -Julia A. Hale, who was born in Newport,

Herkimer County, N. Y., and is a daughter of Al-

fred E. and Julia A. (Post) Hale. Their union

has been blessed with a daughter, Eleanor, now
the wife of Fred D. King, by whom she has had two

children, Edna, and one son who died when four

.and one-half years old. In politics, Mr. Manning
is a stalwart Republican, and has served eight

terms as a member of the Board of Supervisors,

which fact indicates his efHciency and faithful dis-

charge of duty. He is a straightforward, upright

business man and is well known throughout Guil-

ford Township, and is one of its leading citizens.

In this connection a jjortrait of Mr. Manning is

presented to our readers.

ESLEY D. CLARK, a baker of Rockford,

doing business at No. 107 Kishwaukee

Street, is a native of Rockford, Kent

County. Mich., born in Uecemljer, 1850. Tlie family

was founded in New England, prior to tlie Revo-

lutionary War, and was represented in that strug-

gle. The grandfather of our subject, Ezra Clark,

was a native of Vermont and removed to New
York, spending the remainder of his life in Erie

Count3% where he engaged in the butchering busi-

ness. In politics, he was a Whig and a stalwart

Abolitionist, and his home was a station on the

famous Underground Railroad. He died at the

age of seventy 3'ears.

E. P. Clark, father of our subject, was born in

the Green Mountain State, where he grew to man-

hood and became a farmer. In New York, he mar-

ried Miss Julia I. Dennison, a native of Norwich,

N. Y. Her parents were nati\es of Connecticut.

On emigrating to Michigan, Mr. and Mrs. Clark

settled in the midst of a forest in Kent County,

and, procuring land from the Government, be-

gan the development of a farm. His death oc-

curred in 1857, at the early .age of thirty-three

years. He w.as a stanch Abolitionist, and died be-

lieving that tiie slaves would be free. His wife

yet survives, and .although seventy years of age,

is still enjoying good health. She is now visiting

in California, but makes her home with our subject.

She is a memlier of the Christian Church. Her

father, Dudley' Dennison, was a native of Clonnect-

ieut, and after his marriage removed to the Em-
pire State, where he engaged in blacksmithing,

also manufactured axes and hoes, and was the

owner of a large farm. He died in Erie County at

the .age of seventy, and his wife w.as also well ad-

danced in 3'ears. He participated in the War of

1812, and took part in the battle of Stonington.

The onl3- members of the Clark famil3' now living

are our subject and his brother O. E., who married

Vera M. H3'de, a n.ative of Michigan, and who is

now superintendent of an electric plant in Napa,

Cal. J

Wesle3' D. Clark, whose name lieads this record, I

was only five 3'ears old when his father died, and '

at the age of fourteen he came to Rockford, where

he has since resided. In this cits', he married Miss
j

Eunice L. Keig, who w.as born in Rockford, and is 1

a daughter of Edward and Margaret Keig, who
'

were born on the Isle of Man, and, after their mar-

ri.age, came to the United States. Since that time

they have made their home in Rockford, being

numbered among its honored earl3' settlers. They

are members of the Methodist Church, and are

both past seventy years of age. The union of

Mr. and Mrs. Clark is blessed with two children:

Belle M. and William A. In politics, Mr. Clark is

a Republican, and for the past six 3'e.ars has served

as Alderman of the Sixth AVard, proving a faithful

and efficient officer. He is a member of the Ma-

sonic order, the Knights of Pythias, the United '

Workmen Lodge and the Odd Fellows' fraternit3',

and in tiie latter has filled all the offices and rep-

resented the Encampment at the Grand Lodge.

His wife is a member of the Methodist Church.

The3' are numbered among Rockford's citizens,

and l)y .all who know them are held in high regard.

On coming to this city, Mr. Clark beg.an business

with Adam McClure, now deceased, during which

time he became thoroughl3' familiar with the

bakery business. The partnership was then dis-

solved, .and for two and a half years he was asso-

ciated with Joseph Basford, after which he was

with the Steam B.akery Company for two 3'ears.

He tlien began business for iiimself, and, buying
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out C. O. Asproth, now has a general and fancy

bakeiy, and is doing an excellent business, of which

lie is deserving. Since coming to Rockford he has

given a helping hand to every enterprise calculated

to benefit the community and promote the general

welfare, and is numbered among its valued and

leading citizens.

/

(^^ YLYP:STER SCOTT. Among the promi-

^$1;^ nent and leading ijioneers of Winnebago

|ll/_)}) Count}' who are selected for representation

in this biographical work, we take pleas-

ure in presenting this worthy subject He is at

present residing in Rockford, where he is respected

by all who have the pleasure of his acquaintance.

Sylvester Scott was born in Maciiias, Cattarau-

gus County, N. Y., December 9, 1828. lie is the

son of Reuben C. Scott, a native of Connecticut,

where his father, who also bore the name of Reu-

ben, was born. The latter-named gentleman re-

moved from his native State to Pennsjlvania and

later to Cattaraugus County, N. Y. The father of

our subject accompanied him on these various re-

movals, and on locating in the last-named county,

]nirchased a tract of land in Machias, where he

resided until 1837, when, with his wife and family

of three small children, he came to this State, mak-

ing the journey overland with teams, via Canada.

Mr. Scott, on making his home in this count}',

located in what is now Guilford Township, where

he entered a tract of land from the Government,

lie erected a log cabin for his familjr, into which

they moved on the 14th of January. They made

that rude structure their home for the succeeding

five years, when Mr. Scott purchased eighty .acres

of land in another portion of Guilford Township,

where he erected a brick house and resided until

his death, which occurred in 1845.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Anna Johnson. She was born in Cape May Count}',

X. J., and was a daughter of David Johnson, also

a native of that place, where his birth occurred in

1777. His father, the great-grandfather of our

suljject, was the owner of a large estate near Den-

nis Creek Landing, which was operated b}' slave

labor. The grandfather of our subject bought and

educated slaves and gave them their freedom.

David Johnson removed to Pennsjlvania, and,

locating on the Schoharie River, conducted a huge

lumber liusiness. This proving a failure, he went

to Cattaraugus County, N. Y., and entered a tract

of land in the town of Machias, where he resided

until 1837. Desiring to see something of the

Western countiy, he came to Winnebago County,

making settlement on a tract of Government land

in Guilford Township. He erected a log house on

his purchase, where he made his home until his

death, in 1855. His wife bore the maiden name

of Mar>' Young. .She was also a native of Cape

May Count}', N. J., and died on the home farm in

this county in 1860, after having attained to the

advanced age of ninety-five years.

The mother of our subject survived her husliaiid

many }'ears, and continued to reside on the Imme

farm. She became the mother of four children,

namely: Sylvester; Daniel, who resides on his grand-

father's estate in Guilford Township; Mary K.,

who married D. C. Dean, and makes her home in

Denver, and Elvira, Mrs. Daniel Clay. Mr.

Clay was a member of the Seventy-fourth Illinois

Volunteers, and died in Denver, in 1886.

Sylvester Scott, of this sketch, was nine years of

age when he accompanied his parents on their

removal to this State, and the hardships and pri-

vations of life in this then unsettled region have

made a lasting impression upon his mind. Tiie

country was then little more than a wilderness,

there being no railroad, and Chicago, which was

ninety miles distant, was the nearest market and

depot for supplies. The family did not suffer for

fresh meat, however, as deer and other animals

were numerous. On one occasion he remembers

seeing his mother shoot and kill a deer which was

very near the cabin. He resided with his mother

until attaining his majority, when he removed to

his Grandfather Johnson's homestead. The old

log cabin which they occupied upon the place soon

gave way to a modern brick residence, in which

they made their home until 1874. At that date,

the homestead being sold to his brother, our sub-

ject came to Rockford and purchased a farm.
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whfre he engnged in market gardening for seven-

teen years, in whieli business he was very success-

ful. In tlie fall (if 1801, he disposed of his prop-

erty and iiureliased upon the -vrest side of the river,

upon Montague Street, in South Roekford, a

twenty-acre tract, within the city limits.

In 18.50, the original of this sketch was united

in marriage to Miss Alzina, d.aughter of Solomon

and Charity Arvilla (Chaffee) Greeley, natives of

New England, who came to Illinois in 1838, and

located in Winnebago County. They made this

place their home for two years, when they removed

to Caledonia, Boone County, and later to Green

County, Wis., and here the mother died in 1849.

After remaining in the last-named place for some

time, the father made his home in Floyd County,

Iowa, and from there went to Worth County,

where his decease occurred, in 1874.

INIr. and ]\Irs. Scott have liad born to them six

children: Henry W. married Cora A. Searles, of

Roekford; Lydia A. became the wife of ,Tohn D.

Hardy; and Ella, the wife of Ira Purdy, all of

Guilford Township. Sophronia E. and Ida E. died

when small children, nearl3^ fortj^ years ago; Emma,

the youngest daughter, p.assed to the spirit land in

1871, aged nineteen years.

Mr. and jNIrs. Scott are members of Dr. Kerr's

Church, the Christian Union. In politics (al-

though liliei'al and a Spiritualist for forty yeai-s),

Mr. Scott has been a strong Republican.

\Tf AMES CORLETT (deceased), a prominent

agriculturist of Ciiilford Township, this

county, and a self-niade man in every sense

of that niueh-aljused term, died at his home
in that townshiii on December 21, 188,5. He came

to Winnebago County in the j'ear 1844, with but

fiftj' cents in money, began working by the day,

and thus accumulated suftieient means to enable

him to purchase an unbroken tract of land in Guil-

ford Township. He went in debt for an ox-team,

erected a log cabin in the wilderness, and, thus

equipped, began his struggle for a livelihood.

Although he met with many ujis and downs, he

continued to persevere and by liis industry and

good management soon became the owner of six

hundred .acres of Land, all of which he improved.

He was a progressive farmer, a successful stock-

raiser, and an excellent citizen and neighbor. At

his death, he left property valued at from ^75,000

to §80,000. He always attended strictly to busi-

ness, and this, no doubt, was in a great measure

the secret of his success. In politics, he affiliated

with the Republican party, and in religion, he was

a Methodist.

Mr. Corlett was born on the Isle of Man and

was a posthumous child, his birth having occurred

after his father's death. The latter was a se.a-cap-

tain, and a few months after his marriage went to

sea. The vessel was lost and he was never heard

from afterwards. .James was but three years of

age when he was brought to this country by his

mother, who located near Plain ville, Ohio. There

he remained until nineteen years of age, when

alone, and with very little mone}', he came to

Roekford, 111. His mother had married the second

time and had passed the closing scenes of her life

in Geauga County, Ohio. By her second husband

(who is also deceased), she became the mother of

six children.

James Corlett was first married in Winneb.ago

Cf)untv to Miss Mary ^'an Alastine, who was born

in the Empire State, and who. when a young

wom.an, caaie to Illinois. She ilicd in Guilford

Township when thirty-four years of age, and left

four children, three now living: William E., a

farmer of New Milford Township; Francis L., a

farmer of New Milford Township, and Mary A.,

wife of C. C. Sanders, who resides on South First

Street, Roekford. The one deceased was Nel-

son A.
I

Mr. Corlett's second union occurred in this

county, and united him to Miss Emma (4. Wood, a

a native of Genesee County, N. Y., born ne.ar Ba-

tavia, in 1843. She was nine years of age when she

came with her parents, Nathan and Adelia (Sargent)

Wood, to Boone County, 111. They settled on a farm

in that county, first near Manchester, but later re-

moved to Bonus and thence to Belvidere, where the

father died when forty-eight years of age. He was

a successful blacksmith and followed his trade for

many years. Mr. Wood w.as born in Cattaraugus
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County, N. Y., and there learned bis trade. After his

marriage to Miss Sargent, and after the birth of

three children, he removed witli his family to Boone

County, 111., and there Mrs. Wood's death occurred

on March 13, 1891, when nearly sixty-eight 3ears

of age. She was a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church and her husband also held member-

ship in that church. He was a Republican in

politics. They were the parents of eight children,

six of whom lived to be grown and five are now liv-

ing. All but Mrs. Corlett are residing in Michigan.

To jNIr. and Mrs. Corlett were born nine chil-

dren, two deceased: Sherman,who died at the age of

two years, and Alice E., who died when nineteen

years of age. Those living are Ida, wife of G. J.

Thornton (see sketch); W. Mortimer, a farmer on

the old homestead, married Miss Olive Ritchie and

has one child. Faith; Fannie M., at home, a teacher

in the public schools; Bessie A., at home, a clerk in

iMr. Stevens' store in Rockford; Georgiana M.; J.

Ernest, and Mabel F., all at home. Mrs. Corlett is

a pleasant, agreeable lady, and resides in a com-

fortable home at No. 412 Whitman Street, Rock-

ford.

r^ ^,

'•f^^lMOTHY LEWIS, a retired farmer residing

m(^\\ ^" Belvidere, well deserves representation in

^^^' this volume, for he is one of the oldest cit-

izens of Boone County, and one of its honored

earl}- settlers. His portrait and life sketch will

therefore possess peculiar interest for the reader.

His grandfather and father both bore the name of

Timothy. The former was born in Massachusetts,

and spent his last days in Sunderland, Bennington

Count}', Vt. The latter was a native of Aslifield

Mass., and married Mollie Bradlej', a native of

Sunderland, Vt., and a daughter of Stephen Brad-

ley.

After his marriage, our subject's father removed

to Essex, Chittenden County, where he purchased a

tract of timber-land from the Government, upon

which he resided until 1808, when he bought a

farm in Sunderland. His home and most of the

effects were burned a few j'ears later. He soou re-

built, and resided upon that farm for a number of

years, when he went to Wyoming, N. Y., and spent

some time with his sons. He then came to Belvi-

dere, and resided witli our sul)ject until iiis death,

which occurred at the advancetl age of niiielv-

three years. His wife died in Essex, Vt., ab(.)ut

180G.

Our subject s[)enl his early childhood days in

Sunderland, and at the age of twelve years started

out in life for himself, working by the mouth as a

farm hand. He made his home in Arlington until

eighteen years of age, when, with all his possessions

in a pack on his back, and about $7 in his pocket,

he started on foot for Le Ro}', Genesee County, in

the vicinity of which his uncle and liruther were

living. He there resided for two years, wlien he

removed to China, now Arcade, Wyoming County,

where he bought a farm. After residing there for

a short time, he sold and bought another farm two

miles from the village of Arcade.

Upon it was a hotel, and in connection with

agricultural pursuits, he carried on hotel-keeping

until 1841, when, on account of ill-health, lie sold,

and for the following three jears was una)>le to

engage in business. In 1844, he concluded to try

a change of climate, and on the Fourth of July of

that j'ear started with a team to Buffalo, thence

by the Lakes to Racine, Wis., and with a team

completed his journey to Belvidere. Here his

health at once began to improve, and he soon be-

gan work at his trade. He also purchased twenty

acres of land on the Rockford road, aliuut one

mile from this city, and built a nice home, which

he traded a few j'ears later for three hundred acres

of land on the same road, two and a half miles

west of Belvidere. About 1858, he settled upon

this farm, which he made his home until 1889,

when he came to Belvidere and built the residence

which he now occupies.

For more than fifty years Mr. Lewis has found

a faithful helpmate in his wife. He was joined in

wedlock, in 1829, with Mary Olnistead, a native of

New York. Her death occurred in that State, and

on the 21st of September, 1840, he married Almira

Sniallej', who was born in the town of Ovid, Sen-

eca County, N. Y., August 12, 181."), and is a

daughter of Lewis and Susanna (Martin) Smallej',

both of whom were natives of New Jersey. They
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removed to Ovid, TV. Y., liccoming pioneer settlers

of that localUy. and in 1825 took up their resi-

dence in Friendshiii, Allegany County, N. Y.,

where they made their home until called to their

final rest.

By his first marriage, Mr. Lervis has two sons

yet living, L. L. and La F.ayette. By the second

union there are two children: Mary E. and Arthur.

Our subject and his wife are now well advanced in

years, but in their old age the}' can look back over

a well-spent life, for which they need feel no

regret. They have the highest regard of all with

whom they have come in contact, and their friends

throughout the community are manJ^ Jlr. Lewis

is a self-made man. From a very earlj^ age he

was dependent upon his own resources, and the

success that he has achieved is due entirely to his

own efforts.

^I^DWARD :M. holmes, a self-made ni.an,

\f^ now Secretary and Treasure)- of the Palmer

JI'
—

'</ Hardware Company, li.as been a resident

of this city throughout almost his entire life. He
claims Rockford as his birthplace, having been

born in 1847. The Holmes family is one of the

old New England families of sterling worth. His

father, Hollis II. Holmes, was a native of Danbury,

Conn., and a son of Granville Holmes, who spent

his entire life in that State, dying at an advanced

age. The father of our suliject was reared to

manhood upon a farm, and in his youth also

learned the trade of a shoemaker, which he fol-

lowed for a numlter of years ni Connecticut.

Subsequently, he removed to St. Thomas, Canada,

where he did business as a leather dealer for some
years. It was in 188;t that he came to Rockford
with his family, consisting of liis wife and only

son. After a long and tedi(,)us journey bv team,

he reached Rockford. then a small town, and es-

tablished a boot and shoe store, the first exclusive

business of the kind in the place. Owing to fail-

ing health, he afterwai-ds sold out and bouglit of

Charles Oliver, the well-known bandit of tlie

prairie, a farm consisting of one hundred and

forty acres, lying near tlie city limits on the east,

and which is now known as the Highlands. He paid

$12 per acre, but the property is now very val-

uable, and within a short time will be embraced

within Rockford 's suburbs. Tiiere Mr. Holmes

engaged in fruit growing and the nurser}' busi-

ness until his death, which occurred August 12,

18,59, at the age of fifty years. He was a Repub-

lican in politics, and a most worth}' citizen.

Hollis Holmes' wife, the mother of our subject,

was in her maideuhood Miss Sarah Moore, a native

of the Province of Ontario, Canada, where their

niarri.age was celebrated. She survived her husband

some years, and died in 188.5 at the advanced age of

sevent}'-one. She was a member of the Meth-

odist Church, and lived a consistent Christian

life. In the family were three sons, all j'et living.

Our subject acquired his education in the city

sciiools of Rockford, and began his business career

as clerk in a hardware store in 1865. With that

business he has been connected continuously since.

He proved himself an excellent salesman, and

served as such until 1881, when he was admitted

to partnership in the P.alraer Hardware Company,

of wliich he is now Secretary and Treasurer. He
h.as led a busy and useful life, devoted to the

interests of the work in which he is engaged, and

by his own efforts has acquired a good jiropert}',

being, as before stated, a self-made man.

In Delavan, Wis., Mr. Holmes married Miss

Ruth Sturtevant, a native of the ?>mpire State. In

an earl}' day she removed to Delavan with her

parents, Z. B. and .Jane (Story) Sturtevant. After

locating in Wisconsin, her father carried on busi-

ness as a mason and contr.actor of Delavan until

his death, which occurred at tlie ripe old age of

eighty-six years. His widow still survives him,

and makes her home with her son, Edwin Sturte-

vant, a Avell-known contractor of Chicago. She

is a member of the Congregational Church, and

h.as attained the age of three-score years and ten.

j\Irs. Holmes spent the days of her maidenhood

under the parental roof, and for a number of

years engaged in teaching, being employed in the

Deaf and Dumb Institute at Jacksonville, 111., and
also in tlie Deaf and Dumb Institute at Delavan,

AVis. Slie was a member of the First Cons-re-
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gational Church, and a true and noble woman.

She died December 12, 1886, at the birth of her

daughter, Ruth S., who is now a bright lass of

five summers.

In his political affiliations, Jlr. Holmes is a

Democrat, and twice served as Alderman of the

First Ward, but has never given his attention to

office-seeking, preferring to devote his entire time

to his business, which he has followed with signal

success. By his industry, perseverance and good

management, he has worked his way upward, and

is now in comfortable circumstances, and con-

nected with one of the leading business houses of

the city.

^^EORGE M. BLAKE,
jl| (—-, Rockford, and who is a

^^i|j terested in banking, re

,#^t:ORGE M. BLAKE, attorne.y-at-law in

is also exteusivel}' in-

real estate and other

interests, is a native of New York State. In 1704

the Test Act of Queen Anne, and the Antrim

evictions in the years following, drove many thou-

sands of the sturdy Presbyterian Scotch-Irish

from Ulster to America. Of these were Mr. Blake's

ancestors, who came to New England in 1718, there

to begin life anew.

Our subject's grandfather, Zara Blake, was born

at Litchfield, Conn., November 12, 1782. About

the year 1800, he removed to New York State, and

at Herkimer married, in 1803, Esther Ethridge.

This lady was born at Stonington Conn., August

10, 178.3, and was a daughter of Thomas and Anne

(Cleveland) Ethridge. Thomas Ethridge was also

horn at Stonington, on June .30, 1746, and his fa-

ther was Nathaniel Ethridge. The Ethridges orig-

inally were of English Quaker stock. Soon after

his marriage. Grandfather Blake removed to West-

ern New York, residing first at Livonia, then at

Dansville, Livingston County. He was engaged

in the lumber and cattle business until his death,

September 17, 1839, his wife having died in 1833.

The father of our subject was Zarah H. Blake,

and was born at Livonia, N. Y., October 23, 1821,

and received a good common-school education. He

taught school fo a time, then lookup the study of

medicine, graduating in the first class sent forth by

the Buffalo Medical College. Returning to Dans-

ville, he practiced medicine there until liis death,

September 8, 1888. Dr. Blake was Examining Sur-

geon for his district all through the war of tiie

Rebellion. He had a high re])utation as an operat-

ing surgeon and a fine business man, and accu-

mulated a handsome property. He w.is a well-

known Republican politician in his daj'and lieUl a

number of honorary positions in medical and

other societies, but he was a man who permitted

nothing to interfere with his professional business

and be refused an3-thing that might conflict there-

with. In 1849, he married one of his former pupils,

Lovisa Dorr, who was born in Dansville and was

the daughter of Samuel Griswold and Selima

(Phelps) Dorr. The Dorrs were originally Hugue-

nots whom religious persecutions drove to Eng-

land; thence they came to New England, and

took a leading part in all the movements of the

times. By intermarriage and descent, they are con-

nected with much of the best blood of New Eng-

land, such as the Griswolds, of New Hampshire,

Waites, of Connecticut, Walworths, Tremaines, etc.

Samuel G. Dorr was born at Chatham, Columbia

County, N. Y.,and was the son of Matthew Dorr;

they were woolen and flour manufacturers and a

wealthy family. Dr. Blake and his wife were the

parents of two children who grew to maturity:

George M., and .Josephine D.

George M. Blake was born at Dansville. Novem-

ber 1, 1852, and attended the lt)cal schools until

1869, when he entered the classical school of Willis-

ton Seminary, at Easthampton, j\Iass., to prepare

for college. Owing to his father being involved in

several large business law suits at this time, he gave

up going to college and did not complete his

course at Williston, but in 1871 took up the study

of law. The lawsuits, however, came to a hapjiy

end, and, at his father's earnest solicitation, he be-

g.an reading medicine with him, with a view to

succeeding to his fine practice. He thus assisted his

father, graduating in medicine at Buffalo in 1874,

and continuing with his father until 1877, when his

dislike for medicine could no longer be repressed,

and he ab.andoned it completely, returning to law.

In 1879, he graduated from the law department

of the Michigan L'niversity, ranking third in a
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class of one hundred and niuet^'-seven, and, settling

in Roekford, 111., began the active practice of law.

In October of the same year, he married Carrie

Gilman Brown, who was born at Iloricon, Wis.

She is the daughter of Chaunce_y and Ann ^I.

(vSuiith) Brown, of New Ilanipshire, and of Yankee

descent. To them has been born one son, Chauneey

Ethridge. Mr. and jMrs. Blake are identified witli

the Second Congregational Church of Roekford.

In politics, he is a Re})ulilican, and has served two

years as C'ity Attorney. He is a Mason and a

Knight Templar and belongs to the Odd Eellows.

He is President of the First National Bank of Can-

ton, S. Dak., and of the Fidelity Building and

Savings Association tif Kockford, and is connected

with other business cnterjirises.

I¥~

.ILLIAM GENT, now deceased, is nuui-

'' bered among the early settlers of Roekford

and for many j'ears was one of its lead-

ing and well-known business men. He was a na-

tive of Staffordshire, England, and descended from

a prominent family of that community, who had

settled in Staffordshire, coming from Normand}'.

His maternal grandfather was the overseer of the

eariienter work on the Earl of Shrewsbury's estate,

and it is probably from him that our subject got

much of his inventive genius. William Gent, Sr.,the

father, was also a native of Staffordshire, and was

educated as a drill-master. He died in middle life,

when our subject was <inly four years of age. His

wife, wlii.>se maiden name was Elizabeth Bull, left

Eughind in 1M,JG, fouiteeii years after the death of

her husiiand, and came to tlie United States, set-

tling ill Ironton, Ohio, where she spent one year,

when in 1S57, with her four children, she came to

lioekford, 111. Her death occurred in this cit^- on
the (Jlh of March, 1886, at the age of seventy-live

years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Gent were members of

the Church of England.

Our subject was nineteen years of age when he

came to Roekford. In this city, he married Miss

Mary Taylor, who was educated in Mt. Morris

Seminary and spent her maidenhood days in Rock-

ford. Her father, James Taylor, was a native of

Vermont, but was reared in New Hampshire and

afterward removed to Rochester, N. Y. His father

died when he was a lad of ten years, and from that

time he made his own way in the world. He came

to Illinois when Roekford contained only two

houses, and ran the first ferry boat on the river at

this point. He also became a farmer but lived in

the city most of the time, his land lying near the

town. It is now all within the corporation limits.

His death occurred in 1879, at the age of seventy-

five years. He was a man of prominence in Rock-

ford and was widely known. Before the war, he

was a stanch Abolitionist and later became a stal-

wart Republican. In his religious belief, he was a

jMethodist, belonging to the Centennial Church.

In this city, he married Miss Jane Sovereign, a na-

tive of Canada and a daughter of John Sovereign,

a pioneer of Roekford, who came to this State in

wagons through a new and unbroken country.

The latter died in California at the home of his son

George, at the age of seventy-three. Mrs. Tay-

lor died at the age of forty-three. She was a mem-
ber of the Methodist Church, coming of an old

family of that denomination, several of her father's

brothers being Methodist ministers.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gent were born nine chil-

dren, but one died unnamed and Allen and Sidney

also died in infancy. Florence E., who was edu-

cated in Roekford and at Whitewater, Wis., is now
engaged in teaching; William, an electrician, is

einplo3ed in tlie electric works of St. Louis; Arthur,

Charles, Emily M. and Rufus are all at home.

All his life long, Mr. Gent was known as a man
of wonderful genius and a great inventor. For a

time he was associated with John Nelson, the great

knitting machine inventor, now deceased, and later

he became connected with the J. P. Manny Manu-
facturing Compaii}'. Subsequently, he built a shop

of his own, engaging in business for Jiimself. His

inventions of various kinds have become well

known and many have been brought into general

use, notably the machine for making barb wiie,

which is now in use in the Elvvood it Haish Barb

Wire Factories, of De Kalb, 111. Another is his light-

ning staple machine. He would work out in his

mind a plan, then put on paper his draft, and when
the machinerv was made it would go like clock-
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work. He was not a day-dreamer but a practical

inventor, but like many otber inventors be never

got tbe full credit and benefit of what he did. He

won the respect and regard of all who knew him

and his loss was not only to his family but to tlie

county and communitj' as well.

\T7oHN p. JONES. The world ex[)resses its

approbation when it says "Here is a self-

made man." The foregoing is necessary to

the complete understanding and appreciation

of the subject of this sketch, whose portrait ap-

pears on the opposite page. Mr. Jones, who has

been a piominent lawj'erof Rockford, in addition

to the duties of which business he superintended

the operations of his fine farm, is now living re-

tired from active life. eni03'ing the fruits of his

earl_y industry.

The original of this sketch was born in Cliester,

Warren County, N. Y., and is the son of Lindall

J. W. Jones, whose birth occurred in Petersburg,

Rensselaer Count}', N. Y., where also his father was

born, of Welsh ancestry. The latter-named gentle-

man was a farmer by occupation and spent his en-

tire life in his native State. The father of our

subject was reared and educated in Rensselaer

County, where he resided until after his marriage,

removing thence to Warren Count}', and becoming

one of the earl}' settlers of the town of Chester.

He continued to make that place his home for a

short time, then purchased a portion of the Van

Rensselaer tract, which was partiallj' improved.

At the time of his location in that i)art of the

county, there were neither railroads, canals nor

convenient markets, and the people lived mostly

off the products of their farms. As wild game was

plentiful, they were alwaj'S supplied with the

choicest meats, as well as the finest fish. The elder

Mr. Jones carded flax, which his wife would spin

and weave, thus dressing her children in home-

spun material.

Lind.all J. W. Jones cleared the greater portion

of his farm, erecting thereon a good class of farm

buildings and making that place his home for

nearly twenty years, at which time he disiiosed of

U

his estate and removed 'to Petersburg, where he

purchased a home and resided until his tlecease.

The maiden name of the motiier of our suliject

was Mary White; her father, Aaron Wliite, was a

native of Blassachusetts, whence he removed to

New York and spent his last years in Kensselaer

County. His wife, the graiidiiiDthcr of our sub-

ject, -was Betsey Bigelow, a native of Douglas,

IMass. Her motiier died at the advanced age of

one hundred and three years, while the grand-

mother of Mr. Jones reached the good old age of

ninet}' years, departing this life in Berlin, Rens-

selaer County, N. Y. His mother was ninety-five

years old at her death.

.John P. Jones, of this sketch, deciding to follow

the profession of law, at the age of twenty-one be-

came a student at the State and National Law
School, at Ballston Spa, Saratoga County, N. Y.,

having studied previous to tliis, however, in the

ottice of Martin ife Townsend,at Troy, N. Y. Being

graduated at the age of twenty-five, he commenced
the practice of his profession in Troy, where he re-

mained for two years, at the expiration of which

time he went to Hoosick Corners and was there

similarly engaged until 186ti. He then came to

Belvidere, Boone Count}', 111., where he liecanie

the proprietor of an estate of six hundred and

sixty acres, which was then called the Newbuig
Farm, and which place has the following history:

The house on the above premises was erected

fifty years ago by Benjamin F. Ho\t, who pur-

chased the property of Col. ^Mahloii Sayers,

when that portion of the county was known
as Sayersville. The building was used as an hotel

for a number of years and was a pojuilar resort for

persons traveling overland between Chicago and

Galena. In those early days, the place was larger

than either Rockford, Belvidere or Elgin, or any

town between the Garden City and the lead mines.

In a few years, the name of the place w.as changed

to Cleveland and subsequently to Newburg, and

while it first bore the latter name it saw its palmi-

est days. Among its flourishing industries may be

mentioned a large gristmill, blacksmith shop, two

grocery stores, dry-goods shop, tailor shop, carding

mill, sawmill and distillery. Fanners for forty

miles around were in the habit of going to New-
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burg to do tlieir trading and to have their grist

ground. At this time the ])eo|)le residi)ig there

aspired to make tlieir town tlie count}' seat of tlie

county, but cruel fate ordered it otherwise. After

a heated contest between Newburg and Belvidere,

the latter led by S. P. I)t)ty and the former by

Col. Maldon Sayers, Belvidere won the day. In 1855,

the proi)erty was purchased bj' our subject, 'who

engaged in stock-raising and dairying, having as

many as one hundred cows on his farm at one

time, and during two years of the Civil War sold

over $14,000 worth of cheese at twenty cents per

pound.

Our subject has lieen twice married. Ilis first

wife was Miss Armenia, daughter of Peter and

Comfort Brimmer, the marriage ceremony being

performed February 22, 1851. To them were born

a daughter and son. Mary A., who was born De-

cember 3, 1851, is now Mrs. C. W. Fisher and resides

at Los Angeles, Cal. The son, J. P. B., was born

.June 6, 1854, married Elvira Howard, and now
resides u])on the Newburg farm above described,

where, in .addition to cultivating the soil, he is a

breeder of thoroughbred Hereford and Short-horn

cattle. ]Mrs. Armenia Jones departed this life

December 8, 1886, and our subject in July of the

following year was married to Kate Conklin,

who was born in Cherry Valley and was the daugh-

ter of George Conklin. By the second marriage

of Mr. Jones, one son was born, who bears the name

of Martin Townsend.

He of whom we write resided on his farm in

Boone County until 1870, at which time he came

to Rockford, and for three years engaged in the

pr.actice of law. He then removed to Cherry Val-

ley Township, whore he resided until 1891, when

he returned to this cit}- and is living retired from

business of any kind. He is the possessor of con-

siderable real estate in this locality, still owning

two farms in Boone County, and an excellently-

cultivated tr.act in Guilford Township. He has

made profitable investments, l\y which he has se-

cured a handsome competence, and now ranks

among the wealthy and prominent residents of

Winnebago County. In his social and public life,

he is one who is capable of forming his own opin-

ions and resolutely adhering to them. He is widely

known for his integrity, honesty and uprightness,

.alw.ays contributing liberally to every good cause

and ever striving to suppress evil. With liis good

wife, ho is an infiuential member of the Court

Street ISIethodist ('liurch,and, in politics, is a strong

Prohibitionist.

APT. M. L. BKUNER. This honorable gen-

tleni.au, who is a resident of Rockford, was

born in Gossfield Township, Essex County,

Canada, April IG, 1839. He is a son of Philip

Bruner, a native of the same county, while his

grandfather, Adam Bruner, hailed from Pennsylva-

nia and removed in an early d.ay to Essex County,

where he cleared a farm and resided until his de-

cease.

The father of onr subject grew to man's estate

in his native county, where he was married. He
located about six miles from the old homestead in

Gossfield Township, and continued to make that

place his home until 1849, when, with his familj',

which included his wife and nine children, he emi-

grated to Illinois, making the journey with teams,

which consumed fourteen days. Locating in Win-

nebago County, he purchased a tract of eighty

.acres, mostly timber land, in Harlem Township, be-

sides farming land in the same township. There

was a log cabin on his timbered land which he re-

moved to his farm and resided in for about six

years. In 1868, he sold that purchase and bought

a farm two and a half miles from Caledonia and

and was there .actively engaged in farming until

his death.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Mary A. Munger. She w.as born in Essex County,

Canada, and was a daughter of Joseph Mnnger, a

native of Pennsylvania. He was a w.agon-maker

by trade, and, on removing from his native State,

located in the above-named county in Canada,

where he was one of the pioneers of Colchester

Township. There he prosecuted his trade, in ad-

dition to which he carried on farming and contin-

ued to reside until 1855, when he removed to

Iowa and located in Black Hawk County, where he

spent his last d.aj^s. The maternal grandmother of
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oiii- subject was Sarah (Geity) Hunger and was also

a native of Pennsj'lvauia. Her father, was Simeon

Oeity. Tlie grandmother died in Harlem Town-

ship and ]Mrs. Ihuner passed her last days on the

home farm in Caledonia Townsliii).

The children included in the parental fam-

ily bore the following names: Joseiih, William,

,lulia, Malcom, Augustus, Melinda, Orlando, An-

derson, INIyron, Franklin and Walter. William

met his death by an accident when ten years of age;

Walter departed this life at the ago of twent^--

eight years. Our subject, when ten j^ears of age,

accompanied his parents on their removal to this

State. At that early day the country bore little re-

sem!)lance to its present prosperous condition, there

being no railroads in this locality, and Chicago

being their nearest market. He attended the district

school and assisted his father in performing the

duties on the farm, continuing to be so employed

until 1861. In September of that year, he en-

listed in Company C, Eighteenth Wisconsin Infan-

try, which company he assisted in raising, and upon

its organization was transferred to Company K,

entering the service in October, 1862, as Second

Sergeant. For meritorious conduct, he was soon

promoted to be Second Lieutenant and in March,

1863, was made Captain of his compan}'. His first

battle was that of Shiloh, and in the first day's

fight his regiment was cut to pieces and disorgan-

ized, b3' ten o'clock, A. M., all on the line of fire

being either killed or wounded. Two hundred and

eleven men and eleven officers wei'e taken pris-

oners, and on the second day of the conflict Mr.

Bruner was placed in command of the Sixth Regi-

ment, which numbered sixty-two men and was

held in reserve. At noon, he turned the command

over to a Second Lieutenant and later joined the

skirmish line on the left, forcing liis way through

to the camp from which the rebels had driven

them on Sunday. There he alone captured two

prisoners, and after turning them over to the

proper authorities, gave his attention to caring for

his wounded comrades. He later participated in

the battles of luka and Corinth, during the latter-

named conflict being on detached duty for a time.

Soon thereafter, he joined the Fifth IMichigan, of

which company he was placed in command, and

after the battle of Corinth went in [uirsuit of the

enemy. With his compan3-, Mr. Rruner spent the

winter at Young's Point, and in 1863 fought in the

battles of Jackson (IMiss.), Cham|)ion Hills, Black

River and the siege and capture of Vicksburg. At
the end of that time, he obtained leave of absence,

and on returning home was confined to his bed for

two months with typhoid-malarial fever. When
able to again endure the hardships of life in tUe

armj', Mr. Bruner joined his regiment at Memphis
and marched with the command to Chattanooga

and engaged in the battle of Missionary Ridge.

His regiment was the first of Sherman's command
to cross the Tennessee River, cro.ssing at two

o'clock in the morning, and before daylight had

thrown up two lines of breastworks, and a third

before ten A. M. In the fall of that jear, the com-

mand went to Alabama, where thej' spent the win-

ter, and in the spring sojourned at AVhitesbury, on

the Tennessee River, where they remained until

.Inne. During that time, they destroyed the salt

works on the above-named river, and in the latter

part of June marched to Chattanooga, where our

subject celebrated the 4th of July by riding a mule

to the top of Lookout Mountain.

The next important battle in which our subject

engaged was Altoona Pass. At three A. IM. on the

day of that conflict, he was ordered to take com-

mand of three companies to protect the left wing.

They there remained until 2 P. M., without orders,

when thej' concluded to repair to the fori. Upon the

arrival of our subject there, Capt. Rafferty, of Col.

Rouett's staff, asked him if he thought they would

have to surrender .Capt. Bruner answered," No, not

as long as there are men and ammunition left." He

remained with his company until the close of that

battle, when he returned home on a furlough. Re-

joining his regiment at Nashville, Tenn., he ac-

companied them, via the Cumberland and Ohio

Rivers, to Cincinnati, from there by railroad to

Baltimore, and then by steamer to Newburn, N. C.

Soon after landing, the regiment participated in

the battle of Wise's Fork, then joining Sherman's

forces, marched with them to Raleigh and finally to

Washington, where they participated in the Gr.and

Review.

At the close of hostilities, Mr. Bruner. on the
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18th of August, 1865, returned home by wfiy of

Louisville, Ky. He then entered Beloit College,

where he prosecuted his studies until 1867. At

the expiration of that time, he purchased eighty

acres of land from his father and one hundred

acres of other parties, and, with the exception of

teaching three terms of winter school, devoted his

entire time and attention to cultivating the soil

for thirteen years. Then disiiosiug of his estate,

our subject engaged as a commercial traveler, rep-

resenting H. W. Pierce, with whom he was con-

nected for six years. For a twelvemonth, he

traveled in the interests of the Rockford Mitten

and Hosiery Company, and a like period for P. P.

Argersinger, of Johnstown. Mr. Bruner then es-

tablished a carriage repository on North Madison

Street, where he has conducted a successful business

since that time.

April 23, 1867, Miss Sophronia Adelaide Swezey

became the wife of our subject. Mrs. Bruner was

a native of New York State and departed this life

in 1878. Our subject was a second time married,

August 3, 1884, this time to Emeline (Goodhoe)

Barnes, widow of William Barnes. Capt. Bruner

is the father of three children by his first marriage,

viz: Elmer Howard, Augustus Harlin and Rhoda

Adelia. The present wife of our subject became

the mother of two children by her fiirst marriage,

Lutie and .June. In social matters, the original of

this sketch is a member of Rockford Lodge No.

120, A. F. it A.M., Nevius Post No. 1,G. A.R. Mr.

and Mrs. Bruner are members in good standing of

the Conirresiational Church.

Tr^.OBERT K. WELSH, City Attorney of Rock-

P^ ford, was born November 18, 1863, in

tii'Ji Waukesha County, Wis. His father, Thomas
Welsh, was a native of Glasgow, Scotland,

where also the grandfather, who bore the name of

James, was born. The latter-named gentleman

was a stonecutter by trade, wliich occupation he

followed in his native land until 1841, the date

of his coming to America. He was accompanied

on the journey by his wife and three children,

and after a voyage of seven weeks on the ocean

landed in New York. Going to Delhi, Delaware

County, that State, the grandfather of our subject

rented a dairy farm for seven years, and in 1848

moved to Wisconsin, going by canal and Lakes to

Milwaulcee, and then by teams to Waukesha

County, where he purchased a tract of heavily-

timbered land. Onl}^ a few acres of this expanse

were cultivated and improved, but a log house

had been erected. Mr. Welsh at once set about the

work of redeeming tlie tract from its original

wildness, and made that place his home until his

death. His wife, Cj'nthia Welsh, died from the

result of an attack of cholera soon after her ar-

rival in Wisconsin.

James Welsh's family of three children bore the

names of James, Elizabeth and Thomas. The fa-

ther of our subject was seventeen years of age

when he came to America with his parents, where

he was reared to agricultural pursuits. When at-

taining mature years, he bought the interest of

his brother and sister in his father's estate and re-

sided on the home farm until 1877, at which time

he sold and purchased another tract in the same

county, which is his present place of residence.

The mother of our subject prior to her marriage .J

was Miss Janet Watson. She also was born in \

Scotland, in the city of Edinboro, and was the

daughter of Andrew and Catherine (Rogers) Wat-

son. Her father spent his entire life in his native

land, and after his decease the motlier and five

children emigrated to America, making the trip to

Waukesha County in 1847.

The household of which our subject was a mem-

ber included four children: Catherine PI, Robert

K., James A. and Ruth I. Robert was given a good

education, attending the district school in early

life, which was supplemented by a course of study

at the Waukesha High School, from which he was

graduated in the Class of '82. Our subject then en-

tered Beloit College and finished a course of study

there in 1887, when, at once coming to Rockford, he

accepted the position of first assistant in the High

School. Being desirous of becoming a lawyer, he

made good use of all his spare time in the study

of that profession, reading in the office of Charles

A. Works. So industrious was he, that in May,

1890, he was admitted to the Bar, and in Se[)tem-
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ber of that year opened an office in Rockford,

wliere he has been engaged in active and success-

ful practice since 1889.

In July, 1889, Robert K. Welsh and jMiss Min-

erva E. Prouty were united in marriage. The

lady was born in Richland County, AVis., and b}-

her union with our subject has become the mo-

ther of two children, sons, Carlton K. and Frank

A. A Republican in politics, Mr. Welsh never fails

to vote the straight ticket at the polls, and in 1891

was elected Cit}^ Attorney of Rockford, in which

responsible position he gives entire satisfaction.

In social matters, he is a member of Guinevere

Lodge, K. of P.; of the Royal League, Royal Ar-

canum and Knights of the Globe. He is a gentle-

man who has won a high position among his

fellow-men and is entitled to and possesses the

confidence of his neighbors and friends.

' ' Sa_

\f/,-^ IRAM BURTON. Nothing is of deeper in-

f[ ji
terest to the student of human nature and

/IW^ human events than to trace the career of

i)^ one who has fought his way to a position

of prominence and financial success by dint of

his own pluck, prudence and jjerseverance. Such

a stud}' do we find in the life of him whose name
appears at the head of this paragraph.

The splendid farm of Mr. Burton, which is lo-

cated on section 22, Bonus Township, Boone

County, is well worthy of a visit from any one

who admires a finelj-tilled farm. This gentleman

is a native of Vermont and was liorn September 19,

1821. His parents, Stephen and Hannah Burton,

were also natives of the Green Mountain State and

departed this life in New York at the I'espective

ages of sixty-two and seventy-six j-ears. He of

whom we write had ten brothers and sisters, four

of whom are j-et living.

When reaching his majority, our subject worked

out by the month for a time, and July 17, 1853,

was married to Miss Minerva Paine, whose birth

occurred May 29, 1825, in New York. Her par-

ents, Daniel and Mahala (Sweet) Paine, were also

natives of that State and emigrated to this county

in 1856, where they died when about eight3'-thrce

years of age. Mrs. Burton was one in a family- of

five children, four of whom arc living and are

scattered over the Western States.

Of the six children born to our subject and his

wife, four are now living, namely: Pluma, Iiorn

December 30, 1854, in New York, married M. G.

Gurnej^, and is the mother of five children; Dan-

iel R., who was born Januar}' 6, 1855, is residing

near Olyrapia, Wash., where he is engaged in the

culture of fruit; Flora M., who was born November

14, 1859, married M. Brown, a farmer of this

count}', by whom she has three children; Hermus,

who was born February 26, 1865, resides at home

and operates the old home farm.

Mr. and Mrs. Burton are active and intluontial

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and

in politics our subject casts a Republican vote. He
is engaged in mixed husbandry and ranks among
the foremost farmers in the count}-. He has re-

sided on his present farm since March, 1856, and

is the owner of two estates, comprising two hun-

dred and fifty acres, all of which is under cultiva-

tion, \\ ith the exception of a tract of eighteen acres

of timber. He has recently repaired his farm

buildings so that they now rank among the best of

the kind in the county. Mr. Burton possesses ex-

ceptional character and has displayed considerable

aljility in this particular line and has o\'ercome

many disadvantages. He is a typical \^ermonter

and well-to-do agriculturist.

"I ^ V 'ip"

iOBERT NICOL, who is living a retired life

at No. 909 Rockton Avenue, in Rockford,

^ \\\ was born in Sterlingshire, Scotland, April

* "^ 7, 1820, and comes of an old Scotch fam-

ily that has flourished in Sterlingshire for many
generations, the occupation of most of its members

,

being that of farming. His father, John Nieol,

lived and died in that country, dying at the age of

sixty-three. His wife survived him some time and

was called to her final rest at the advanced age of

ninety-two. The family were always Presbyterians.

Our subject was the eldest of their family which

numbered five sons and a daughter; he and two
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brothers, Thomas and Andrew, are 3'et living, the

last-named being a resident of Washington County

Pa., where he has engaged in farming for tliirty-

five 3'ears. Thomas follows the same jnirsuit in

the country of liis nativit}'. No others ever came

to America except those just mentioned.

Robert Nicol, whose name heads this skctoh,

spent tlie days of his hoyliood and youth in liis

native land, and after ho had attained to man's

estate was married, in liis native county, on the

17lh of .lanuary, I«42, to Miss Mary McCoulgan.

She was born and reared near the home of her

husliand and came from a good Scotch familj- that

had lived in the Lowlands since the da3's of perse-

eutiiin. Her parents, Robert and Elizabeth (McMul-

len) McCoullg.an, came to this country and settled

in the Province of Ontario, Canada, where they

silent their remaining lives. They died in the faith

of the Presl^yterian Church, when well advanced

m years.

The year 18()3 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Nicol

and his wife in Canada. For three years the}- lived

in the Province of Ontario, and thence came to

Rockford, where they have made their home since

tiie 17th of July, Iy66. Our subject became con-

nected with the machine simps of Emerson and

Thompson, manufacturers of this city, and was thus

engaged until he retired from active business life.

He is now enjoying the rest which he has so truly

earned and richly deserves. He has ever taken an

active interest in all that pertains to the welfare of

the community and has aided in the advancement of

those enterprises calculated to promote the general

welfare. He has supported the Republican party

in politics, and he and his wife are prominent

members and active workers in the Presbyterian

Church. This worthy couple have traveled life's

journey together for half a century, sharing with

each other in its joys and sorrows, adversity and

prosperity, and now in their declining years they

are surrounded by manj- friends whom they have

won by their upright lives.

Mr. and Mrs. Nicol are the parents of seven chil-

dren: .John, a photographer of Monmouth, 111.;

R(.)bert, who is married and resides in Chicago, Ed-

ward, who is married, also makes his home there

and is employed as a commercial traveler for a tack

factory of that city; James, a traveling salesman

for Plielix, Marsh and Co., of Chicago; Hugh,

manager for the Illinois and Iowa Base Ball

League, and a resident of Rockford; and PLlizabeth,

wife of Joseph E. Turner, a butter merchant, also

of Rockford.

^F^VERNHARD FISCHER, now living a retired

|L>\ life, was boi-n in Saxony, (xermany, on the

/T), I 24 til of September, 1831, and is a son of

S:r< Willi.am Fisciier, also a native of that coun-

try. He was a lumber merchant, carrying on a

business which was established by his father and

is \'et run by his two sons. Mr. Fischer died at

the age of sixt^'-tive years. His wife, whose maiden

name was Dora Heimel, was born in the same town

as her husband, and died at the age of sixty-four.

In religious belief, they were Lutherans. They had

a family of six sons: George, who recently died in

New York and left a property worth ^100,000;

George Louis, a wealthy brewer of South Rockford;

and Gearliard and Sigmond, who are extensively

engaged in the lumber business in Germany, and

are also ver}' wealtliy. One of these latter came

to this country, and here gained many ideas con-

cerning their liusiness, which have materially aided

in its growth.

Our subject remained in his native land until

twenty years of age, when he determined to tiy

his fortune in America, and crossed the Atlantic.

He first eaine to Rockford in 1854. Five years

later, he went to New York City, and thence l\y

way of the Isthmus to San Francisco, Cal., on a

mining expedition. This was not veiy successful,

and in 1861 he went to Virginia Cit}', near which

silver mines were said to be located. He was after-

ward in Dayton, Nev., where for some time he suc-

cessfully carried on a saloon. From here, in 1866,

he went to Reynolds City, Mont., and opened the

first lirewery in that section. After some months, he

sold out and went down the Missouri River to St.

Joseph, thence to Grand Rapids, Wis., thence to Mil-

waukee, and across the L.ake to New Haven, Mich.,

and by the Grand Trunk line to Canada and on

to New York, where he remained until the spring
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of 1867. He then again came to Rockford and

established a saloon, carrying on a successful busi-

ness for some ^ears, or until his retirement in

1891. Since that time, he has made a trip to the

Old Country and spent about a year in the Father-

land.

Mr. Fischer was married, in this citj', to ]\Iiss

Louis.i Bringle, who w.as born in Buffalo, N. Y.,

and is a daughter of Leopold Bringle, who was

born near Strausberg, Germany, and at the ago of

twentj-six emigrated to the United States, and

W.1S married in Eden, N. Y. His wife was born in

the same locality as her husband, and at the age of

thirteen came to this country with her parents,

who spent their last daj'S in Eden, N. Y. After

the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Bringle, they began

keeping hotel in Buffalo, and later went to Spring-

ville, Erie Count}'. After some years they came

to Rockford, and subsequently removed to Chi-

cago, where Mr. Bringle died, August 12, 1889, at

the age of seventj'-three years. He was a Catholic

in religion, and a Democrat in politics. His wife

is still living with Mrs. P'ischer at the age of sixt}'-

nine years. In their family were ten children .an<1,

with one exception, all are ^-et living.

Mr. and Mrs. Fischer have many friends in

Rockford, where they have so long resided. He is

a member of Kent Lodge No. 169, I. O. O. F., and

also of the Encampment Order of this city. He
gives his entire attention to the management of

his property, which includes Ills comfortable home,

a brick residence situated at No. 208 North Church

Street, together with four fine houses in the same

block, and two good business houses, a frame and

brick, on West St.ate Street.

]^-R4

ipT^'RED H. MAXWELL, one of the promi-

nent and well-known farmers of New Mil-

ford Township, who has also served as

.Justice of the Peace for many }'ears, claims M.assa-

chusetts as the State of his nativity. He was born

on the 12th of .January-, 1824, in Franklin County,

and is a son of Luther and Elizabeth (Baldwin)

Maxwell, also natives of Massachusetts, the former

born March 17, 1797, and the latter in Jul}', 1796.

The founder of the family in America came from

Ireland to Bedford, Mass., in 1733, on .account of

religious persecution. He was one of seven sons

who died between the ages of sixty-seven and

ninety-five years. He served in the Freneli and

Indian War, and saw the achievement of American

independence. Having lost much of his fortune,

he made a trip to the West Indies with a cargo of

horses, hoping to sell at a profit, but died on the

return trip, and was buried October 14, 1799.

The grandfather of our subject, Hugh Maxwell,

a native of jMassachusetts, was a wool-carder l)v

trade and a farmer. He married Olive Newhall,

and died February 23, 1849. His wife survived

him many years, passing away at the age of eighty-

three. Luther Maxwell was one of five children.

He bought one hundred acres of land in Massa-

chusetts, which he added to the old homestead,

and owned a half interest in an iron foundry,

which, on coming to the West in .June, 184 6. he

traded for seven hundred and twenty acres of

land on sections 2.5, 26, 3.5 and 36, New Milford

Township. Of this, four hundred acres were un-

der the plow, and a good house and barn had been

built. The mother of our subject died two months

after their arrival here, of the prevailing malarial

fever, at the age of fortj'-nine. Mr. Maxwell

survived his wife some years, and died November

20, 18,56, at the age of fifty-nine. He w.as a prom-

inent and influential citizen of the communit}' and

one of its honored pioneers.

Our subject was a 3'oung man of twenty-two

years when, with his parents, he came to the West.

On the 29th of March, 1846, he was joined in

wedlock with Miss Harriet M. Pierson, who was

born October 14, 1828, in Shelburne, Vt., which

town was founded by her great-grandfather, James

Pierson, who was kidnapped when a child and

brought from England to America in 1715. His

son, Moses, was an active participant in the Revo-

lutionary AVar. The parents of Mrs. Maxwell

were Hiram and Maria (Holabird) Pierson, both

natives of Vermont.

After their marriage, the young couple settled

on his father's farm, where they have since resided.

They lost an infant daughter, Ellen T., but have

eight living children: Edwin L.; Elizabeth M., wife
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of Frank IMarsli, of Roekford; Artluii- 11.; Walter

B.; Ilattie M., widow of .loliii Bealo, of Roekford;

Fred B.; Beecher II.; and Clarence Hugli. Mr.

and Mrs. Maxwell liad liberal educations. The

lady was a student in Ijcloit, and for two years en-

gaged in teacliing. They have also given their

children good advantages. Fred B., who was gradu-

ated from Beloit College and is a post-graduate of

Cornell Institute, was a teacher in the blind asylum

of .Tanesville for two years and was selected from

the Cornell Institute, of Ithaca, N. Y., to fill a va-

cancy in the University of Chapel Hill, N. C.

I\Ir. Maxwell was elected Justice of the Peace in

1857, and has held the otlice almost continuously

since. He was also Town Clerk for a term of

twenty years, serving as such when the town w.as

organized. He was Supervisor during the war.

On the 6th of Augnst, 1847, he was one of thi'ee

who organized the first Odd Fellows' lodge in the

county, called Winnebago Lodge No. 31, I. 0.0. F.,

and he was elected its first presiding officer.

In 187;"), he made a trip to New England, thinking

that he inight not live to go again, bnt his health

was much improved, and, as his wife laughingl}'

remarked, "he now makes a very good chore boy."

The years rest lightly upon this worthy couple,

who are recognized among the best citizens of the

community, and are certainly deserving of repre-

sentation in the history of their adopted county.

J^^iUST PETERSON, a member of the firm of

,|i (=^ Peterson il- Benson, real-estate dealers of

^^s41 Roekford, does business at No. 601 Seventh

Street, where he has a pleasant and comfortable

office. This firm was established in August, 1891,

and they do a general real-estate and loan busi-

ness. They have interests in Stockholm Park and

in Robinson's Addition, and have alread^^ secured

a liberal patronage, of which they are well deserv-

ing. For some 3-ears previous to the forming of

the partnership, our subject had dealt in real estate

in a private way and thus experience fitted him

for the work to which he now devotes his energies.

Our subject was born in Sweden, on the 3d of

June, 18ij6, and is a son of Carl and Anna (Simon-

sou) Peterson, who arc yet residents of Roekford.

They were among the founders of the Swedish

Mission Church, of which they are still members.

They have reached the ages of sixty-six and sev-

enty years, respect! vel}'. The first of the family

to come to this countr^y was Mary, who is now the

wife of Mr. Reble, a photographer of St. Peters,

Minn. Our subject was tlic next to cross the

Atlantic, and later the parents and the remainder

of the family also sailed for the New World.

Mr. Peterson, whose name heads this sketch,

spent his early bojdiood days in his native land,

but when sixteen years of age bid good-b3'e to his

old home and started out to try his fortune in the

New World. He landed at New York City and

thence he went to (ieneva. 111., where his sister was

formerly located. He has made his home in Rock-

ford since 1872. For ten years after locating in

this city, he was emploj'ed as a gardener by G. A.

Sanford and with the money saved during that

time he embarked in business on his own account.

In connection with his real-estate business, he is

ex-Director of the Star Furniture Manufacturing

Company, ex-President of the Globe Manufactur-

ing Company, and is interested in other lead-

ing enterprises of the city. His Inisiness career

has l)een a successful one and he may well be

termed a self-made man, for whatever he possesses

has been acquired through his own efforts and he

is now recognized as one of the well-to-do citizens

of Roekford.

Mr. Peterson has been twice married; in this city

he wedded Miss Tilla Lindblade, who was born in

Smoland, Sweden, June 9, 1859, and when about

four 3'ears old was brought to this country by her

parents. She died of C(msumption at her home in

Roekford in the fall of 1886, leaving two children:

Earl .and Grace.

For a seconil wife, Mr. Peterson chose Miss

Hilda Lindstrom, who was born and reared in the

city of Jonkoping, Sweden, her birth occurring

January 14, 1859. Her parents are still residents

of that country and are members of the Lutheran

Church. Mrs. Peterson was the first of her family

to cross the Atlantic, the 3'ear 1882 witnessing her

emigration. A daughter graces this union, Edith

B. Our subject and his wife are members of the
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Mission Swedish Cliurcli, in the work of which

thc\- take an ac-tive part and in which lie serves as

Trustee. In politics, he is a Prohibitionist and

his aid is given to every worth_v enterprise calcxi-

lated to promote the best interests of the city. His

success in business is well deserved, for he h.as led

a l)usy and useful life, deserving the confidence of

all.

"^^ ITGUST KJELLGREN,Sapcvintcn(l('nt and

(@//jl i foreman of the painting dei)artnicntt)f the
-\\r~\

j
4) Rockford Chair and Furniture Compan}-^

Ij^ is one of the fifteen stockholders of this

large factor^', in which are employed several hun-

dred men, about one hundred being in the depart-

ment of which our subject has charge. He has

held the position for five j'earsand is a well-known

Swedish business man of this city.

Mr. Kjellgren, whose portrait appears on the op-

posite page, was born in Wester Gothland, Sweden,

on the 29th of December, 1839, and is the eldest of

a family of three sons, whose parents were John and

Anna (Johnson) Kjellgren. The former was born

in 1812, the latter in 1810. They crossed the

broad Atl.antic to America in 1866, came to Rock-

ford the same year and are still residents of this

city. With the Swedish Zion Church, they bold

membership. The brothers of our subject are Sam-

uel, a house painter of this city, and Andrew, a

cabinet-maker by trade, now President of the

Rockford Chair and Furniture Company.

Our subject spent his early boyhood days in the

land of his nativit}-, and at length emigrated to

the New World. He landed at New York Citj' and

thence came to Rockford, joining his parents here

on the 25th of January, 1868. He afterward

learned the painter's trade and has since followed

that business, winning success in that line. For

live y ars, he held the position of foreman in the

|iainting department of the Union Furniture Com-
pan3' of Rockford, and since that time has been

Superintendent and foreman of the painting de-

[lartment of the Rockford Chair and Furniture

Company. From a humble position, he has steadily

worked his w.ay upward and is now one of the

well-to-do citizens of the communit}'. In connec-

tion with his other interests, he is also a stock-

holder in the Union Grocery Company, of this city;

the Mantel and Furniture Compan3', and other local

interests, and has done much toward insuring the

success of these enterprises.

A marriage ceremony performed in Rockford

united the destinies of Mr. Kjellgren and Miss

Caroline C. Wetterlund, who was Ijorn in Sweden,

Janu.ary 26, 1847, and came to this country in

1868. Her parents, who were Swedish Lutherans,

died in their native land. Unto our subject and

Ills wife have been born ten ehildien, but AnnaO.,

Alma J., Anna C. and Arvid S., are now deceased.

The living are Eric, a painter in his father's fac-

toiy; Axel L., who also follows the same trade;

Ellen M., Hildur, O. R, Oscar S. and Keneth F.,

who are still under the parental roof.

i>^r~<m=^-^-

iHEODORE I. COLP.Y has for many years

been engaged in blacksmithing in Rock-

ford, and is now doing business at No-

128 North Madison Street. In the pursuit of that

trade he has acquired quite a little fortune and is

now well-to-do. His shop is 33x60 feet, and he

employs two men to heli) him. On coming to

Rockford, he did journeyman work for three

years for Sam Church, and then embarked in busi-

ness for himself. He came to this city from

Detroit, Mich., where he completed his trade, hav-

ing begun it in Canada.

Mr. Colby was born in the township of Rich-

ford, Tioga County. N. Y., and when a lad of ten

years removed to the Province of Ontario, Can-

ada, with his parents, Charles and Mary A. (Shaffer)

Colby. The paternal grandfather of our subject,

David Coll\y, was a native of Maine and of Eng-

lish descent. He married Miss Farrington, of the

Pine Tree State, and a part of their familj' was

reared in Maine, but in an early day they removed

to Tioga Country, N. Y., where the}- resided upon

a farm throughout the remainder of their lives.

They were among the pioneer settlers of that

county and were highly respected people. In re-

ligious belief, it is thought they were Universalisls,
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as was their son Cliarles, the father of our subject.

On removing to Canada, the hitter located on a

farm at Cliatham, where he is still living at the

vi'vy advanced age of ninety-one 3'ears. He is still

hale and heartj', the infirmities of age resting

lightly upon him. His wife died at their home in

Chatham at the age of sixt_y-five. She was born in

the Moliawk Valley in New York, and was a daugh-

ter of J.acob Shaffer, a native of Schoharie County,

N. Y., of German lineage. Jacob Shaffer was twice

married, his first union being with Miss House, who
became the mother of JNIrs. C'olby. She died in

the Empire State, and he mairied Miss C3'pher, of

the same State, who died in Canada when well ad-

vanced in years. Mr. Shaffer was called to his

final rest at the age of seventy-five.

Our subject is the eldest of five sons and three

daughters; the latter are all now deceased, but the

sons are yet living and are all married. It was in

Chatham that T. I. Colb\' led to tlie marriage altar

Miss I'arliara McKaj', wlio was burn on Prince

Edward Island in 1834, and came of an old Scotch

family. Her parents wore Donald and Iluena

(McKa\') McKay, both natives of Scotland. They

were married on Prince Edward Island, and after-

wards removed to the Province of Ontario, where

as f.arming jieople they resided for some time.

Later, they removed to Ridgcway, Mich., where

they spent their last days, both having reached

the age of four-score years when called to their

final home.

For many years Mr. and Mrs. Colby have lived

and labored together, and their efforts have been

blessed with prosperity. They now have a pleas-

ant home at No. 40.3 North Third Street, which is

the abode of hospitality and a favorite resort with

their m.any friends. They attend the Centennial

Methodist Cliurch. of which Mrs. Colby is a mem-
ber. Their union has been blessed by one son,

Charles E., who possesses great natural artistic tal-

ent .and is a successful artist. He married Lilli.an

Baldwin, and they have a little daughter, Bessie,

who is the joy of their home and the pet of her

grandparents.

Mr. Colby exercises his riylit of franchise in

support of the Republican party, Init has never

sought political preferment for himself. He is a

member of Ellis Lodge No. 104, A. F. & A. M.

His residence in Rockford covers a period of thirty-

six years, during which time he has won a hand-

some competence, and also by his upright life

h.as gained the respect and good-will of those with

whom he has been brought in contact.

' UtU'ST P. FLOBERG. One of the most

popular, strong and fiourishing financial

/// lii institutions of Rockford is the Manufac-

(^ turers' N.ational Bank, of which August P.

Flobcrg is the able and efficient Cashier. He was a

Director and stockholder from this bank's incep-

tion and was one of the originators of the same.

He was also a promoter and is now President of

the Rockford Desk and Furniture Factory, which

employs one humlred and twenty-five men and

has a capit.al of ^100,000; and is Treasurer and a

Director of the Mechanics' Furniture Company,

which employs one hundred men and has a capital

of 1-75,000. Mr. Floberg w.as also one of the chief

organizers of the Rockford Manufacturing Com-

pany, which was formed in 1889 with a capital

stock of 8200,000 and one hundred employes,

is Treasurer of the same, and is Director and Treas-

urer of the Globe Clothing Manufactory, Director

and Treasurer of the Forest City Bit and Tool

Corapan}', Director of the Rockford Cabinet Com-
p.any, and is Treasurer and one of the founders of

the Rockford Posteii Publishing Company. He is

also a member of the Peterson Land Association

and is a Director in the .Swedish Building and

Loan Association.

Our subject was born in Wester Gothland Prov-

ince, Sweden, born October 5, IS.'ie, and came to

this countiy with his mother in 1868. His father,

Gustave Pherson, came of a well-known Swedish

family and died when comparatively a3'0ung man.

The mother came with her children to Rockford

and is still living. She married .lohn Breadberg, a

cabinet-maker of this city, with the Standard Furni-

ture Company, and is now aljout sixty j-ears of

age. She is a member of the Lutheran Church.

August P. Floberg was but eleven 3'ears of age

when he came to Rockford and he received a good
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practical education in the schools of the city.

Later, he accepted a position as office boy, and

with the earnings tliiis saved, gave himself a good

education in the Business College of Rockford.

He was then book-keeper for different institutions

and later was for seven years Secretary for the

Central Furniture Company. He soon became

familiar with his business and has developed into

one of the most thorough-going, enterprising men

of the city. He is a bank officer of marked ex-

ecutive ability and vast practical experience, and

is possessed of those characteristics of energy,

promptness and sobriety which ever secure suc-

cess.

Miss Augusta Ekcberg, who became his wife in

Rockford in 1880, was born in Wester Gothland

Province, Sweden, and attained her growth and

received her education there. She came to this

countiy with her [tarents in 1870 and has since

been a resident of this city. The father, .Jonas

Ekeberg, and the motlier, whose maiden name was

Christina Ekeberg, are now residing in Rockford,

are quite aged, and are exemplary members of the

Lutheran Church. Mr. Ekelierg is a mechanic by

trade.

The political sympathies of Mr. Floberg have

brought him in line with the Republican party and

in public movements he has ever taken a deep

interest. He and Mrs. Floberg are identilied with

the First Lutheran Church and he was Trustee for

six years and is the present Treasurer. Their mar-

riage resulted in the birth of three children:

Adelbert R., eight 3'ears of age; Frances E. and

Mary L.

^^ HARLES L. SUTHERLAND, M. D., now

ill^l located at Rockford, enjoys a large practice

^^'^ in the town and surrounding country. He
is quite 3-oung, possessed of abundant energy, and

thoroughlj' skilled in his profession, having been

graduated from the Chicago Medical College in

March, 1883. He is a native of Janesville, "Wis.,

his birth occurring November 26, 1858.

.Tames Sutlierland, the father of our subject, was

born about 1821, in Ohio. His father, Thomas

Sutherland, was born in Pennsylvania, and, remov-

ing to Ohio, became a pioneer farmer near Ash-

land. Ilis wife, the grandmother of our subject,

who bore the name of .lane Smith, also hailed from

the Keystone State, and was the mother of a fam-

ily of four sous and three daughters, only two of

whom survive. The maiden name of our subject's

mother was Elizabeth Withington; she was born

near Ashl.aud, Ohio, and was the daughter of Dan-

iel Withington. Her father went to Wisconsin in

1848, and became a resident of Rock County. His

wife, the mother of Jlrs. Sutherland, w.as known
prior to her marriage as Temi)erance Gray, and

departed this life in Rock County, in 1871, her

husband, whose demise occurred in 1884, surviv-

ing her a number of yeais. They reared a family

of seven daughters and four sons, one of the

former d3^ing j'oung.

Our subject was the sixth in order of liirth of a

famil3' of seven children, and spent his boyhood

and 3'outh in attending school and in the book-

store with his father. The latter has been engaged

in that line of business since 1848, with the excep-

tion of two 3'ears, when he carried on a thriving

trade in grain. His store is one of the finest in tlie

cit3', and besides carrying a full and complete

stock of books, has a splendid stationciy and wall

paper department. He served two terms as State

Senator, and was Ma3'or for two terms of .Tanes-

viUe, Wis.

After graduating in the Chicago College, as be-

fore stated. Dr. Sutherland began the practice of

medicine at Birnamwood, Wis., where he remained

only a twelvemonth, and then he went from there

to Janesville, Wis., where he remained until De-

cember, 1885; lie then came to his present field,

which has been his permanent abiding-place since

that time. He is a graduate of the Regular School

of Medicine, and is building up a fine practice,

both as a physician and surgeon.

In September, 1890, Miss Susan H. Thomas, who
was born in Rockton Township, became the wife

of our subject. Her father, William M. Thomas,

who was born in Wayne County, Pa., in Novem-
ber, 1805, came to Illinois in 1838, in company

with his wife and three children. Mr. Thomas lo-

cated on one hundred and twent3' acres of land on
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section 31, of this township, on which he erected a

log house and c-stablislied his famil\' until able to

erect a more comfortable dwelling. They were

the parents of nine children, three of whom died

in infancy. Mr. Tliomas passed away in July,

1881, when seventy-six j'ears of age. His wife,

who liore the maiden name of Eliza Conklin, was

born in 181 Land is still living, at the advanced

age of eighty-one years. Two of her sons, John C.

and Orvill P., were volunteers during the late

war, in Company F, .Seventy-fourth Illinois Infan-

try. Tiic}' participated in the battle of .Stone

River, ( )rviil never being absent from the regiment;

he took part in all its engagements, with the ex-

ception of Lookout IMountain, when he was detailed

on guard duty. Jolin C. was confined in the hos-

pital for about three months; he is now a farmer

in Kansas, while his brother is cultivating the soil

in Owen Township, this county.

The parents of Mrs. Sutherland celebrated their

golden wedding. November 13, 1878, at their

liomo on tlie old farm, wiiere they had lived for

forty years. This was a happy and enjoyable occa-

sion, and w.as largely attended by friends from tiie

surrounding townships, bringing testimonials of

the high esteem in which this grand old couple

were !ield,who were pioneers of this State,.and had

journeyed together for a half century. An excel-

lent and lengtliy poem, composed for the occasion

by D. V. Waitc, was read, and the entire occasion

was one to live many years in pleasant memories.

.y^^SC'AR IJERGCiUIST, Secretary and Treasurer

(( 11
"'' '''"^ Desk and Furniture Company, lo-

^^f^ cated on North Second Street, where the

business was started in ls«!), is a young man pos-

sessed of more than ordinary business acumen.

This company manufactures all kinds of desks,

making a specialty of ladies' desks, combination

desks, book-cases, etc., and the greatest care is

taken in tlie production of these goods, which,

while being of attractive design and finish, also

combine those qualities of strength and durability

which make them extremely- popular with dealers

and customers. Under the able management of

A. P. Flolierg, President; O. W. H.aegg, Vice-presi-

dent; and Mr. Bergquist, Secretary and Treasurer,

the company has prospered, and is at the head of

any establishment of the kind in the country. It

employs a staff of experienced and competent trav-

eling salesmen, and its affairs are managed upon

progressive and reliable principles. About one

hundred men are emplo3'ed all the time.

Oscar Bergquist was born near the cit}- of Carl-

stad, Sweden, on the 20tli of October, 1863, to the

union of Gustave and Mary (Swensen) Bergquist,

botii natives of that country. In 1869, the par-

ents came to the United States, and subsequently

settled in Rockford, 111., where the father h.as been

activel3' engaged as a painter, having followed that

business all his life. He is at present Superinten-

dent and Manager of tlie Rockford Manufacturing

Company, also a stockholder in the same, as well

as in the Skandia Plow Companj' of that city. Al-

though about fift^'-five years of age, he is energetic

and enterprising, and one of the city's most prom-

inent business men. His wife, who is still living,

is about the same ago, and both are members of the

Lutheran Ciiurch. They have a good home at

No. 901 Seventh Street. In politics, Mr. Berg-

quist is a stanch Republican.

Our subject, the second in order of birth of six

children born to the above worthy couple, was but

six years of age when he crossed the ocean witli

his parents, and he has been a resident of Rock-

ford for about twenty-two years. He was educated

in the city schools, and learned the painter's trade

of his Lather as he grew up. He has followed that

trade for Ihirtecn years, and is a successful work-

m.an. For two years he was manager of the Rock-

ford Paint Companj'. He is a live business man,

well informed, and is at present a Director and

stockholder in the Sk.andia Plow Company, Rock-

ford Paint Company, and a stockholder in the

Rockford Manufacturing Companv,and the Posten

Puljlishing Company.

Mr. Bergquist was married to Miss Amanda A.

N3'gren, a native of Sweden, born .Tanuar}' 7, 1865,

and the daughter of N. P. and Anna (Magnusom)

Nygren, natives also of that country. The familj^

came to the States in 1.S68, and settled in Rock-

ford, where the father's death occurred in 1885.
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His widow is still living iu this cit}^ and is about

sixty j'eai's of age. Slie is a member of the Luth-

eran Church, and her husband also held member-

ship in that church. They were the parents of

seven children, five daughters and two sons, and

all but one are now living. Three are married.

IMr. and Mrs. Bergquist's union was blessed l\y

the birth of two children, K. AVilhelmena and

Kniily M. In politics, IMr. Bergquist is indepen-

dent, and, in religion, he and his wife are members

of the Lutheran Church. The^' are well liked by

all with whom they come in contact, and are

worthy members of societj'.

r^

^^^ LFKKD G. LARSON, who is engaged in

lUl business as a stone and brick mason con-

i\ tractor at No. 308 Sixth Street, Rockford,

claims Sweden as the land of his nativity.

He was born in Wester Gothland on the 5th of Sep-

tember, 1857, and there spent the daj-s of his boj--

hood and j'outh. At the age of twenty-one, he

determined to try his fortune in America, and iu

1878 crossed the broad Atlantic, making his first

location in Walnut, 111. His father, John Larson,

also came to this country and located in Walnut,

Bureau County, on a farm, after having followed

carpentering in Chicago for some time. His wife

and family later joined him at Walnut, and the

mother is still living there at the age of sixty-one

years. The father died February 16, 1892, aged

sixty-three years, lacking three daj'S. A brother

of our subject, Charles Larson, is a city police offi-

cer of Rockford. He married Miss Nauna Leveue,

of Sweden.

Mr. Larson, whose portrait appears on the op-

posite page, spent three years in Bureau County,

and then came to Rockford, where he has made

his home since 1881. For more than ten years, he

has been engaged in business as a contractor in

stone and brick work and has built one hundred

and fifty houses. He also owns a fine business

blook at No. 409 Seventh Street, including three-

story flats and storerooms, and also owns a dwell-

ing on Fifth Avenue. Being an expert work-

man and thoroughly understanding his business.

he has received a liberal i)atronage, which has made
his undertaking a successful one. In connection

with his other interests, he is a stockhdlder in tiic

Rockford Globe Clothing Factor}', owns an intiTcst

in the Excelsior Furniture Company, of this rit\-,

and is also stockholder in the llockford linking

Company.

In Rockford, Mr. Larson was united in marriage

with Miss Salma Peterson, who was born near the

home of her husband in Sweden, May 17, 1802, and

was reared and educated in her native province

until the spring of 1879, when, with a brother,

John Peterson, she came to this country. They

were the first of the family to cross the Atlantic

and have since been joined by two sisters. Mr.

and IMrs. Larson hold membership with the First

Lutheran Church. They have a little daughter,

Laura, who was born on the 7th of September,

1890, and have lost two children, Arthur and Vic-

toria, who died iu early childhood.

Mr. Larson takes a considerable interest in polit-

ical affairs and bv his ballot supports the Rei)ub-

lican party, of which he is a stanch advocate. He
was elected to the otflce of Supervisor in 1892, and

is serving with efficiency. He has led a busj- and

useful life, and the result of his efforts is seen in

the handsome competence which he now possesses.

He has taken an active interest in all that pertains

to the welfare of the community, and was instru-

mental in organizing the Swedish singing society,

known as the Sveassoner. Since its organization,

on the 23d of January, 189(1, he has been its Presi-

dent. For five years, he was also chorister of the

First Lutheran Church.

OHN G. PENFIELD, a successful real-estate

dealer and money loaner of Rockford, be-

gan business in this city soon after locating

here in the spring of 1854. He was first a

member of the firm of Spalding ik Penfield, which

connection was continued for some time, wlien a

partnership was formed between our subject and

his brother David S. Tlic}^ continued together for

some time, and the latter was one of the well-to-do



1000 PORTRAIT And biographical record.

and prominent men of the city. He was also one

of its honored early settlei's, having here located

in 1837. Ilis death oeciured in 1873. He was

prominent in all looal iiuitters. and a Eeiiublican

in politics. His widow, whose maiden name was

Mary II. Hodges, and several children are yet liv-

ing.

The sulijeet of tliis sketch is a native of Rutland

(Vmnty, A't. Ilis father, Stiirgis Peufield, was one

of the leading citizens oi that county, and was

quite prosperous. He had heen a farmer and

lirewer. and afterwai'd curried on a gristmill and

engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods. He
died at an advanced age, in the faith of the Con-

gregational Church. In politics, he was first a

Whig, but later liecanie a stanch Abolitionist, and

was a strong temperance man, becoming prominent

in all moral reforms. In Connecticut, his native

State, he married Miss Laura r4iddings, who was

also liorn in that State, whence they removed to

Rutland County, Vt., where they spent nearly

their entire lives. Further mention of this worthy

couple is made in the sketch of S. F. Penfleld on

another page of this woi-k. The memliers of the

family who are still living are: jNIrs. Laura A. Har-

mon, who resides in Bennington, \t.; Mrs. Betsy

P. Manley and Mrs. Eleanor P. Lohrop, now residing

in Pittsford, Rutland County; S. F. and .lohn (i.,

residents of Rockford; Catherine J., a resident of

Bennington, Vt.; and Abel Ogden, who is living

in Battle Creek, Mich.

The subject of this sketch acquired Ins educa-

tion in the schools of his native count3- and in

Burr Seminary, of Manchester, Vt. He grew to

manhood under the parental nxif, and began his

business career in connection witli his father, hav-

ing charge of some of Mr. IVnlield's manufactories.

After attaining to man's estate, he was married in

Rockford, to Bliss Mary E. Crosby, who was born

in Troy, Cheshire County, N. II.. wlieie she spent

the days of her maidenhodd. licr education being

finished in South Hadley Scniinary. Her parents

were Alpheus and Mary (Fox) Crosliy, both na-

tives of the Granite State. On coming to Illinois,

they settled in Winneliago County, where the par-

ents afterward died. He was b(ini in Now Hamp-
shire in 1798, and was one of live scms and live '

daughters, all of whom grew to mature yeai'S,

though none are now living. The father of that

family was Alpheus Crosby, Sr., who fought in the

French and Indian AVar under his father, Josiali

Crosby, commander of the company. The latter

w.as a native of England, and came to America in

an early day. The family were members of the

Congregational Church, and ligured quite promi-

nently in the early history of the State. Alpheus

Crosby, Sr., married Miss Elizabeth Gilmore, who
came of an old New England famil}'. The parents

of Mrs. Penfleld were married in the East, and Mr.

Crosliy followed his trade of blacksmithing in

Troy, N. II., until his emigration with his family

to Rockford. He became an influential and wealthy

citizen of this place, and the family is one unusu-

ally well and favorabl}'- known. The father was a

member of the First Congregational Church, as

was also his wife, and took an active p.irt in poli-

tics, supporting the Republican party. Public spir-

ited and progressive, he also took a prominent

[lart in everything pertaining to the welfare and

advancement of the community.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Penfleld have been born three

children: Helen M., widow of p]dwin M. Revell, a

real-estate and loan agent, who died on the IGtli of

July, 1891; Fannie IL, wife of Charles E. Sheldon,

who is Secretary of the Rockford Insurance Com-
pany of this city; and Kate C. at home. They
have all been well educated, and Miss Kate has

been a student in Wcllesly College, of Massachii

setts.

Mr. Penfleld has been ccmnected with a number

of business interests in Rockford, and is one of its

most enterprising and leading citizens. He laid out

an eleven-acre addition at the corner of Kishwau-

kee Street and Fourteenth Avenue, in a good and

rapidly developing part of the city, which he owns

with Mrs. Annie P. Moore. He is a stockholder in

the Watch Company, and is a Trustee in the Ran-

dolph Revell Land Association.which laid out High-

land subdivision. He owns stuck in several in-

corporated companies, and is a man of enterprise

and sjiirit, who carries forward to successful com-

plelion whatever he undertakes. He, with his

lii-dther I). S. and Mr. K. (Jregory, laid out the

(iregory Addition. He and his brother D S. laid



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1001

I.

out the Penfield subdivision of South Park, lot

No. 11, in East Rockford. He also has an interest

in Riverside Addition, which was laid out in 1890,

one of the largest Additions in the city, which

reaches from Keck River to the north limits..

,ROF. P. K. WALKER. Not only in Rock-

ford, where he resides, but also in Winne-

bago and Ogle Counties, and through the

State of Illinois, this gentleman is known as

a prctminent educator, whose life has been spent in

the advancement of humanity and progress along

educational lines. In no wa}^ can his ability and

profound knowledge be better illustrated than by

mention of the various offices which he has held.

He has been an instructor in many of the Insti-

tutes held in Northern Illinois, has occupied the

principal offices in the State and local educational

associations, and has been a Director in the Na-

tional Teachers' Association for two years.

Born in Windham Count\^, Conn., in July, 1835,

and the son of Albert G. and Patience E. Walker

(of whom see biography elsewhere in this volume),

young Walker was surrounded with such opportuni-

ties as were common to the boys of sturdy old New
England farmers back in the old Nutmeg State of

fifty 3'ears ago. He received such practical train-

ing as was a source of much general value to him

when he came in contact with a life's work that

has required all his energies. Having received the

rudiments of his education in the public schools,

he taught his first school at the age of seventeen,

in the county of his birth.

With the hope of improving his time and oppor-

tunities to the best advantage. Prof. Walker, with

his father's family, came to Illinois in 1856, and

settled in Ogle Count}'. After teaching two j^ears,

he entered the State Normal University at Normal,

111., graduating with high honors in 1861, and at

once returned to his home, where he taught for one

year in the district schools. His loj'alty to the

ITnion, and the spirit of his forefathers, caused him

to throw aside his profession of a teacher and re-

spond to the call of the Government for brave

and gallant men to take up arms iu defense of the

old flag. He enlisted as a private in Com[)any K,

Ninetv-second Illinois Infantry, (-apt. Albeit

Woodcock, of Ogle County, .and Col. Smith I). At-

kins, of Freeport, commanding.

The history of the Ninety-second is nne nf in-

terest, for it is known as one of Illinois' greatest

and most valorous regiments throughout the en-

tire war. After the>' were mustered into service

in the early part of 1862, they advanced into the

enemy's countiy, and fought with the Army >>(

the Cumberland, doing good service in many liard-

fought battles. After the battle of Cliattauodgn,

our subject was commissioned First Lieutenant,

soon after his regiment was .assigned to Cien.

Killpatrick's cavalry division of Gen. Sherman's

army, and was with it on the march to the sea.

While at Ringgold, Ga., Capt. Scoville, of Com-
pany K, was taken prisoner, and Lieut. Walker .as-

sumed command of the company. He refused to

accept the Captaincy out of respect for his cap-

tured leader, but retained command for a year or

more, until his sui)erior officer was released as a

prisoner of war.

The regiment fought bravely at all the battles

of the memorable campaign under Gen. Sherman,

including the siege of Atlanta, the march to the

sea, and from there to the North. For a short time,

Lieut. Walker was in the hospital on .account of

sickness. He received a slight wound at the battle

of Raleigh. With that exception, he was in ac-

tive service until the close of the Rebellion, and

was honorably discharged July 10, 1865. when he

returned to his home in Ogle County.

Before his enlistment. Prof. Walker's worth as a

teacher had been established, and upon his return

home he was employed to return to the school

which he taught prior to his enlistment. It was

his constant aim to elevate the character of the

schools of the county, and he accomplished much

iu that direction, many of his students to-da}' fig-

uring prominently in places of trust and responsi-

bility. Notable is the fact that while in that

county Prof. Walker taught one school for eight

years, and another for twelve years, his work al-

waj'S recommending him for a call to the same po-

sition.

When the School Board of Rockford commenced
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to look aroriml for :i Superintendent of ability,

well versed in the system of public schools, and

splendidly e(iuii)i)ed as an educator and disciplina-

rian, they selected Prof. Walker to fill the honor-

alile and laborious place. This was in July, 1881.

Since that time he has labored continuously' at his

iwst, giving that satisfaction which can be given

oi/ly liy a man whose soul is in his work. His

proliciency is best attested by the universal satis-

faction he has given. lie is a tireless worker, and

has won his way through his unremitting exer-

tions to a front rank ammig the foremost educa-

tors of the day. He was married, August 16, 1865,

to Martha E. Webb, of Le Roy, Genesee County,

N. Y. One daughter has blessed their home. Prof.

Walker is a member of the State Board of Educa-

tion, having recently been re-appointed for a term

of six years. Socially, he is well known in

Rockford, and is a member of ihe G. L. Nevius

Post No. 1, G. A. R. In political matters, he attil-

iatcs with the Repuljlican party, and takes great

interest in all the important issues of the day.

^^f, RS. MAKIAM K. TAYLOR, born in New
Hampshire, Aiiril ;t, 1814, and :\Irs. Sally

Chamberlain, lioru in Eranklin County,

N. Y., April 11, 1822, are the daughters of

Richard C. Ilovey, who was originally from Grafton

County, N. II. The father was one of two chil-

dren, and was left fatherless when about two years

of age. He was reared bj' adopted parents, and
remained with them until twenty years of age,

when he married Miss Abigail Kimball, a native

of the same place, and began housekeeping at

Hanover, N. II., near Dartmouth College. Six

years later, they removed to New York, settled

at Ft. Covington, Franklin County, and there Mr.

Ilovey was engaged in lumliering during the

winter months and farming during the summer
seasons until 1833. He then sold out and, with

his wife and children, moved to Ohio, where he

was engaged in lumbering and milling for some
time.

Led by the promises of the Westein praiiles of

Illinois, Mr. Hovey came to Booue County, where

he took up three hundred and fifty acres of Gov-
ernment land. He erected a large log house and

resided in this for many 3'ears, but subsequently a

fine residence was built, in which he and his thrifty

and industrious helpmate passed the closing scenes

of their lives, the father dying when seventy-nine

years of age, and the mother at the age of eighty-

four years. The last-named was a daughter of

Ezekiel and Mariam (Blake) Kimball, natives of

New Hampshire, who spent their entire lives in

that State, dying when quite aged. Mr. Ilovey

served as Postmaster, and was Justice of the Peace

for thirty j-ears.

jNIrs. Taylor and Mrs. Chamljerlain are the sisters

ters of ]Mrs. Nathan H. Wooster (see sketch), and are

of a family of twelve children, ten of whom lived

to be old people. IMrs. Taylor was married on the

21st of April, 1835, to John (r. Taylor, and be-

came the mother of four children, only one of

whom is now living, Mrs. Esther Larkin, who
has five children. Mrs. Taylor has about twenty-

five great-grandchildren, the eldest of whom is

fifteen years old. Mv. Taylor was born in New
Hampshire, and died in Le Roy Township, Boone

County, when fiftj'-seven years of age. He was a

shoemaker b}' trade and came to this county about

1842. In connection with his shoemaking, he

was also engaged in farming in this county and

left a nice propert}' at his death.

Mrs. Chamberlain was married to Jose[)h Cliam-

beilain on the 23d of October, 1839, and became

tiie mother of eleven children, all of whom grew to

mature j'ears, but only six are now living: H^len

M. married and had five children, three of whom
are now living; William W. was one of the first

to answer his country's call, enlisting in Company
I, Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, and died in

the army; Adelia married, and died in Nebraska,

leaving three children, one of whom is now mar-

ried and has a child; Eliza married and has four

children; Leroy married and has five children;

Harry D. married and has three children; and

Horace married and has two children. Mr. Cham-
berlain was born in Delaware County, N. Y., and

came to Boone County in 1832 or 1833, becom-

ing one of the very first settlers. He was a car-

[lenter by trade and liuilt the first house in Rock-
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ford, also the first mill in Biiloit, AVis. Later in

life, he took up three hundred and twenty acres

of Goveinmcut land, but only proved up on one

hundred and sixtj' acres. At his death, which oc-

curred when he was seventy-eight years of age,

he left the fine farm on which he liad resided for

fifty-two j'eurs. He only followed his trade for

five or six years after coming to this State, en-

gaging in agricultural pursuits instead.

Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. Chamljerlain have lieen

members of the Christian Church for years, the

former having professed religion at the age of

eighteen years, and both are highly respected for

their many estimable qualities of mind and lieart.

Botli husbands were Republicans in their political

views, and each held many of the diflferent town-

ship offices.

^^EORGE W. MURCH, a dealer in clothing,

ill ,
—, ffeuts' furnishing goods, boots, shoes, etc..

Ill (^ ^ & r. ' 5 , 1

'"^^^1 of Belvidere, was born in Truxton, Cort-

land County, N. Y., January 19, 1830, and is a son

of Martin and Polly (Keeler) Murch, the former a

native of Dutchess County, N. Y., and the latter

of Cortland, where their marriage was celebrated.

They afterward removed to Onondaga County

and there resided until 1861, when they came to

Belvidere and spent their last days in the home of

our subject.

Mr. Murch, whose portrait adorns the opposite

page, was reared under the parental roof, no event

of special importance occurring in his childhood.

In 1849, he located in Putnam County, 111., and

was emplo}ed in a warehouse on the Illinois

River until the winter season, when he engaged in

teaching school. AVith three j'oung men, in the

spring of 1850, he started for California, walking

to St. Joseph, Mo., where the}' joined others from

Putnam County who had teams, and in this way

tliej- made the entire journey across the plains and

mountains. At that time, there were no white

settlers between St. Joseph and California, except

the Mormons at Salt Lake.

After one hundred and sixteen days of travel,

Mr. ;Murcli arrived at Hangtown, where he en-

45

gaged in mining for a time and was afterward em-

ployed as a vegetable gardener until tlie spring of

1852. He returned home by way of the Istlimus

of Panama, leaving San Francisco in Septeml)er

and thirty dar\s later arriving in New York,

whence he returned to Putnam Count}'.

The same autumn, Mr. Murch rented half an

interest in a sawmill, whicli he oiierated tlirougli-

out the winter. In August of tlie following year,

he came to Belvidere. where, in company with his

brother, L. IL, he opened a liarness shop and car-

riage-ti'imming establishment. A few years later,

they extended their business, purchasing a stock

of ready-made clothing,' gents' furnishing goods,

boots, shoes, etc., and carried on llie iwo stores,

one on the north side and the otiier on tlie south

side of the river.

In 1857, Mr. jMurch secured as a companion and

helpmate on life's journey Miss A. Lavantia Anis-

den, who was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y.,

and is a daughter of Benjamin C. and Achsali

(Nichols) Ainsden. They have two children:

Idell B. and Nettie B. The former is the wife of

J. C. F. Dick, of La Grange, 111., and they have

two daughters: Jean Louise and Marjoiy Lavanch.

Mr. Murch and his brother continued partner-

ship until 1871, when the connection was dis-

solved, our subject retaining the harness business,

which he carried on until 1874. His brother going

to Minnesota, he then closed out the harness busi-

ness and took charge of the clothing store, of

which he is now proprietor. He h.as worked up a

good trade and is now enjoying a thriving business.

He is fair and honest in all his dealings and his

courteous treatment has won him a liberal patron-

age. He IS one of the Directors of the People's

Bank and a stockholder of the National Sewing

Machine Company. He was chairman of the com-

mittee chosen b}' the citizens to investigate the

June Manufacturing Company and take steps to

secure the location of the jilant liere, wliich was

finally accomplished, and he served as Director

and Vice-president of that company.

Socially, Mr. Murch is a member of Big Thunder
Lodge No. 28, 1. 0. O. F. In politics, he is a Demo-
crat and has served as a member of the Village

Board of Trustees and of the County Board of
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Supervisors. Himself and wife nre memliers of

the Presbyteri.iu Clnirch, of which he has been

Trustee for a numlier of years and also one of tlic

workers in the Salihath school. He is one of the

siilislantial citizens of IJelvidere and a man of

slcrliiii; worth, who by his upright life has won

the conlidence of all and rained many friends.

ul l».I LLIAM WELLS FAIKFIEI>D was liorn in

\/\l//
l^'ttslield, in 1805, and was the eldest son

V^ of Capt. Nathaniel and Martha (Wells)

Fairfield. His paternal grandfather was a resident

of Boston, Mass.. until 1748, when, becoming im-

[latient to seek his own fortune, he went with a

friend to examine the settling lots of Pontoosuc

and lands in that vicinity; before being satisfied

with their exploration, they became short of pro-

visions, .and the elder man, Daniel Cadwell, re-

turned to his home iu Westfield for a fresh supply,

leaving young Fairfield, then only eighteen years

old, the only white person in the county. Indians

were numerous and their voices he plainly heard

upon all sides as he lay in a hollow log which served

!iim as a lodging by night, and a hiding jilace by

day. He jnirchased a tract of land at that time, and

having made his clearing and built his log cabin,

revisited his home, and returned in 17.52 with his

wife to their new home.

Mr. Fairfield and his wife had lived there but a

short time when the Indians became hostile, and

he sent his wife back to their former home on horse-

back, with marked trees for her only guide, the

distance being about forty miles. He then turned his

oxen out to pasture by Pontoosuc River, putting a

large loell on one of them, and leaving the |)lace to

join in the fight of sulxluing the hostile Indians.

After iieace was restorerl, lie returned to find the

oxen unharmed and the Itell tinkling a welcome

upon his approach. That bell is still in the family

of William W. Fairfield, and prized by them as an

historic relic.

Nathaniel Fairlicld had three sons born to him
—.John, Phioch and Nathaniel, all of whom were

born and died in Pittsfield, Mass., the last named

being the father of the subject of this narrative.

His wife was Miss Martha Wells, of AVethersfield,

Conn., and they had five children; the first, a

daughter, died in her third year; the second child

w.as William ^Vells Fairfield. His father was so re-

joiced at the birth of a son, that he negotiated for a

large tract of land to be deeded to him, which was

done as soon as practicable, which was before the

child was one month old. The nest son lived to

his twentieth year, when he was killed by a falling

tree on the homestead at Pittsfield; the daughter,

Almyra Jenett, became the wife of William Tefft,

Jr., of Syracuse, N. Y., where she died in January,

1889, in the seventy-lifth year of her age; Eben-

ezer lived in Adrian, Mich., engaged in the prac-

tice of law. and was a candidate for ( lovernor at

the time of his death.

William W. remained with his father until the

time of the death of the latter, wliich occurred in

the year 1837, in the seventieth year of his age. He
then felt that he must remain as a protector and

stay to his mother; he was appointed executor of

the estate, which was settled to the satisfaction of

all concerned. After some years his health becom-

ing impaired by rheumatism, he removed to Syra-

cuse, N. Y., where he soon recovered from his afflic-

tion, and, being inclined to an active life, he

invested in the manufacture of salt, buying a num-

ber of salt blocks. He continued in this business

until about 1852, when owing to the saline moisture

of the air, he contracted bronchitis, which was so

severe that his physician ordered him to try a

drier climate. He went to Wisconsin and was much

benefited by the change. He there became inter-

ested in school lands, buying many hundred acres

of tliose, also a large amount of farming land and

wood laud also; much of those lands he owned

long after coining to Rockford. He was very suc-

cessful in his ventures, and amassed a large fortune;

he made many trips to and from the Northwest,

visiting the most important points of the same, and

came to love the country and people whom he met.

Their freedom from artificiality was very attractive

to him, he being a man of most unassuming man-

ners, i)lain speech, and [lerfectly honest in his in-

tentions.

It was during one of those visits that Mr. Fair-
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field met tlie ladjr who subsequently became his

wife, Mrs. Eleanor G. Siegfried, a native of Phila-

(k'l|ihia. Pa., who was like himself in (juest of

health, lier's having failed during the sickness and

death of her late husband, William Siegfried, also

a native of the same place; the}' were married No-

vember G, 1850, and ho, died August 2:t. IS,')!, of

consumption. She contracted the same liy long

continued vigils at his bedside. lie was onl3'

twenty-si.K j-ears old at the time of his death, and

left a loving wife to mourn his earl>' death. Slie

too was ordered bj' her physician to go to a drier

climate, as the only hope held out for recovery,

which, in the course of one year, seemed to gradu-

ally dawn upon the invalid. She returned to her

home, and soon found herself liable to a recurrence

of her tremble. She went again to the then Ear

West, and seemingly as before, regained compara-

tive health, and as before, to be disappointed. In

this way some 3'ears were spent, when in 1858 she

met Mv. Eairfleld, who obtained board al tlie house

in which Mrs. Siegfried was stopping, and an at-

tachment sprang from this acquaintance, which re-

sulted in marriage, the ceremony being performed

by the liev. Robert Patterson, D. D., of Chicago,

on the 8d of July, 1862; they spent the interven-

ing years until 1867 in travel, visiting the relatives

of each at various times and places, and in look-

ing over Mr. Eairfield's Western possessions in

quest of a suitable location where they would be

likely to enjoy plain and healthy living. They

visited Rockford upon several occasions, each time

being more pleased with the place and people.

In March, 1867, Mr. ^'airfield came West, leav-

ing his wife in Philadelphia with her friends.

While there he purchased the Col. Marsh home-

stead of .John Lake, who had bought it a short

time previous. In April of the same year they

came to Rockford, residing in the same place con-

tinuously, and l\Ir. Fairfield dying in the same

liouse, March 14, 1891, in the eighty-sixth year of

his age, esteemed by all who knew him. A good

citizen in all that the word implies, upright in all

his dealings, conscientious in all his deeds, his word

was his law, and no one ever thought of his break-

ing either. He ever respected the Saliliath, and

would allow nothing to occur, over which he had

control, to mar its holy iulluiMice. IIv was pru-

dent, but enterprising, and [lossessi'd of excellent

judgment of men and matters generality, and made

very few mistakes in Ijusiness matters, until in

1877 he to some extent lost his sight, not being

able to read or write ever again; from that time he

met with many and heavy losses, bt'ing obliged to

depend upon the opinion of others. Previous to

this time he invested largely iu railro.-id stock and

bonds, both in New York and Wisconsin, [irinci-

pally in the New York Central and Hudson Hiver

Railroad, holding stock iu both the Milwaukee and

New Y'ork Central at the time of his decease. He

was ever liberal in causes whicli he deemed worthy,

contributing to colleges, both East and West, but

always in such a quiet way that the lieneflciaries

alone had knowledge of his ptuiiose, and to his

relatives he gave large sums. A goodly share of

his means was invested in Rockford property, and

was used in developing East Rockford especially.

From his earliest manhood 'Slv. Fairlield was a

Democrat in princi|)le and practice, as no man

could gain his approval or hissup|iort until he was

fully convinced that he was honest and caiiable.

He was tendered otticial honors of much import-

ance, both in his Eastern homes, as also in the

AVest, but he declined them ever, having no taste

in that direction. He enjoyed the acquaintance

of many men prominent in literary, financial and

political circles. He was a school mate of ()liver

Wendell Holmes, a warm friend of Whittier. Ex-

Senator Vilas has been his friend and legal adviser

for many years. In religious matters he leaned

toward Presbyterianism, although his )ieo}ile, as

well as his wife, were Episcopalians. He formed a

great liking for the present Rector of the Emanuel

Episcopal Church of this city, the Dean of this

diocese, the Rev. D. C. Peabody, who faithfully

performed the duties of his divine olHce during

Mr. Fairfield's sickness, ministering to him vf spir-

itual things, and conducted the .services at the

funeral. Mr. Fairfield's death was caused by fall-

ing, which resulted iu an imp.acted fracture of the

hip joint. He h.ad no disease, and was but recov-

ering from the effects of a [irevious hurt when

his spine was injured; that was in IHs:); he

suffered greatly from that, but as soon as heciiuld.
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was Impatient to see to bis affairs, and although

eamestl}- entreated not to venture out, he persisted

in doing so, with the above result; he struck in the

fall ujioii the stone coping in front of his grounds,

was carried into tlic liouse, was tenderly placed

iipt)u his lied, from wliich he never arose, but suf-

fered for five weeks most intensely, when death re-

lieved him of his agony. His remains were de-

posited in the receiving vault until early in M.ay,

when Mrs. Fairfield, having partiall_y recovered

from a severe illness, incident to the great loss

which she had sustained, felt it to be her duty to

take the body to his birth-place, which she did,

and laid the dear remains to rest in the family

burial place in Pittsdeld, Mass., where repose three

generations bearing the name of Fairfield. Tlie

ceremony was performed by the Rev. Dr. Newton,

Rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, of Pittsfield.

A fine polished shaft of granite and marble was

placed at his head, with an appropriate inscription,

with date of Ijirth and death, whilst a far finer

monument of red sandstone is in course of erec-

tion in the city of his choice, which is to be known

as the Fairfield Memorial and Parish House of

Emanuel Episcopal Church, Mrs. Fairfield having

been a member of the same for many years. She

lias the S3'mpath3' of all in her sad liereavement.

=^=^>-^^<P i—

LEXANDER BLACK, who was one of the

well-known citizens of Rockford for manj'

iii years, was liorn in New Brunswick, at St.

.Johns, in iMarch, 1810, and was a son of

Dr. Daniel Black, a native of Paisley, Scotland, who
came of a iiromineut and noble family of the

Highlands. The Doctor was a flue scholar and
well-known ph3'sician, also a prominent member
of the Masonic order. When a young man, he em-

igrated to New Brunswick, opening an office in

St. .Tohns, where he wedded Miss Mary McCart-

ney, by whom he had eleven children. The Doc-

tor was drowned while crossing the St. Johns

River on skates, at the age of fifty-four years. In

1825, his widow removed with her family to Can-

ada, where she married George Calvert and spent

the remainder of her davs.

Our subject was reared in Toronto and in 1849,

daring the gold excitement, went to California by

way of Cape Horn, on a sailing-vessel, where he

made about §5,000. He then returned to Toronto by

water, and after spending some time with his fam-

ily in Canada, went back to the gold diggings in

California, but found that the mine was then ex-

hausted. He afterwards went to Australia, where

he spent about a year and a half, returning with

about $20,00(1. It w.as in 1854 that he came with

his family to Illinois and purchased land in what

is known as the Big Bottoms, in Guilford Town-

ship, Winnebago County, where he engaged ex-

tensively in farming and stock-raising and in iin-

|)orting horses. For some years he was owner of

"Royal George," one of the finest horses ever

brought to the county. His farm comprised two

hundred acres of good land in (luilford Town-

ship, and lie also owned ])roperty in Rockford. He
spent the last fifteen years of his life in the city,

living m retirement.

AVhile in his native land, Alexander Black jiar-

ticipated in the McKenzic Rebellion, of which he

was one of the leaders. He had many narrow es-

capes, and finally had to flee to the United States,

for a price w.as placed on his head. In politics, he

was a stalwart Republican, and was a member of

the Methodist Church. He lived an honorable, uj)-

right life, true to every trust reposed in him, and

when called to his final rest many friends mourned

his loss. He passed away at home in Rockford,

October 30, 1883.

Mr. Black was twice married. His first wife died

young, leaving a child who died in infancy. He
then married Mrs. Orpha (Smith )Black, also a native

of Canada. Her first husband was Dr. D. N. Black,

a brother of our subject. Shortly after his gradu-

ation from medical college and only a few months

after his marriage, he died of cholera in Toronto,

Canada. Unto Alex and Orpha Black were born

seven children, six of whom are yet living. The

mother was a true and faithful helpmate to her

husband. She survived him about three years and

died on the 3d of February, 1887, at the age of

seventy-seven.

Mrs. Mary j\IcDonald, a daughter of this worthy

coujile, is now living at No. 209 North Second.
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Street. She is a worthy lady and a member of the

Methodist Church. Her luisband, Dr. James L.

McDonald, died in Pittsburg, April 9, 1891, of la

grippe. lie was reared in that city and graduated

in the Medical College of Cincinnati, Ohio, after

which he made his home in Pittsburg. Throughout

tiie Rebellion he served as a member of a Penn-

sylvania regiment. By a former marriage the

Doctor had two children: Rachel, wife of Dr. Sour,

of Milwaukee; and Jennie, wife of Ernest Godfr}',

of Chicago. By her former marriage, Mrs. McDon-

ald has two children: Louis Nicholas, who mar-

ried Lydia Nelson and resides in Rockford, and

Eliza, now the wife of T. O. Largent, proprietor

of a river boat, "The Queen." They reside in

Rockford and have two children. May and Lee.

•i"5"{-*F

kUCIUS M. WEST. It is a pleasure to in-

corporate in this volume a sketch of the

life and labors of Mr. L. M. West, who is

so well and widely known. He is mentioned as

one of the most successful business men in the

county, and is held in high regard for his financial

ability and for the many pleasing traits of character

which he possesses.

Mr. West's modesty forbids his stating to us all

we desire to know of his long, busy life. We there-

fore leave this history to be traced bj' an old ac-

quaintance of Mr. West, who has known his life

and h.abits and can do it justice as we can not.

Mr. West suffered at two distinct periods of his

life the loss of all his possessions by destructive

fires in the East. He came to Rockford in 18.58 a

poor man and opened a ver}' small retail store in

rubber goods.

The Pike's Peak gold excitement, the Camjjaign

of 1860, and the opening of the Civil AVar made

business for Mr. West which he was not slow to

improve. Having knowledge of the manufacture

of rubber garments, etc., he solicited orders for

rubber suits and camp blankets for miners, for

wide-awake suits for the campaign, which he made
by the thousands, and for camp blankets and out-

fits for soldiers.

For two or three years, our subject worked nights

from 12 to .3 o'clock manufacturing, and lan the

store through the day. In l.S(;2, he Imuglit a

saloon property where M. M. Carpenter's shoe

store now stands, on West State Street, and built

that store, which was was then one of the best store

buildings on the block. He now added leather

boots and shoes to his rubber stock. This retail

business he pursued, all told, for twelve years, after

which he commenced a jobbing trade in his cele-

brated p]namel Carriage Top Dressing, whicli he had

manuf.actured in a small way for several years.

Mr. AVest has spent a small fortune in advertising

his business, until he is now selling his goods in

ever3' important town and city in the United

States and many parts of Europe. He has done

much to advertise his own city, having sent out

for some years into every part of this country as

many as Ave hundred thousand Inisiness circulars

annualljf, besides advertising in many American

and foreign periodicals. Beside this, he traveled

throughout thirty States of the Union, from three

thousand to six thousand miles every year, for

fifteen years, to solicit and establish trade in liis

goods.

In this way, Rockford has been advertised world

wide, until Mr. West's products have become

standard goods of the two continents. Such an

enterprise h.as been an important factor in helping

to make Rockford what it is. No small amount of

money through this channel has come to Rockford

for the past twent^'-flve or thirty j'ears. A mod-

erate estimate would be several hundred thousand

dollars.

Besides this business, Mr. West has owned and

handled considerable real estate, having owned

acre land in Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota, AVisconsin,

Illinois, Ohio, and lots in Chicago, and not a few

houses and lots in Rockford. In 1885, he put his

manufacturing business into the L. M. AVest Manu-

facturing Co., with a capital stock of §40,000, him-

self and family retaining most of the stock. The

officers elected were: L. M. AA''est, President; E. S.

AA'est, A'ice-President; L. J. AVest, Superintendent;

H. H. AA^est, Secretar}-. All these officers now hold

their positions in the compjiny except his youngest

son, L. J., who is now engaged in the real-estate

Inisiness.
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Benjamin West, graudfatlier of the subject of

tliis sketch, waslioru September 17, 1 752. Although

a j'oung m;ui, he ibd good service in tlie "War of

tlie Revolution. Elijah West, fatlier of IMr. L. iNI.

West, was born -hily 2, 178,5, and went tbrongh

tlio War of 1.S12. I'.oth Benjamin and Elijah were

born and reared in C'ohimliia t'l^nntj, N. Y.. and

were of sturdy Scotch descent. Tlie motiier of the

suliject of tliis sketch was born in llatdeld. Conn.,

December '.», 1.S0O. Tier maiden name was Sally

Sinitli Wate.

(»iir suliject was Imrn .Tune 19, 1H20, at Vernon

Center, Oneida County, N. Y. He had his early

religious training for twehe years in the Presliy-

terian Church of that place, of wliicli his parents

were members. He lived in this and the adjoin-

ing town of ^'elona eighteen years. Sixteen years

of this time were mostly devoted to school, Man3'

and vivid .are the scenes of the old .school days of

nearly two generations ago.

i\[r. West entered upon mercantile life in the

siiring of 1K37, job))ing goods in towns and cities

throughout the State of New York, with a pair of

heavy horses, as was the custom in those days, be-

fore railroads were so common and when the Elrie

Canal was a small ditch, and the New York Cen-

tral Railroad, single track, w.as in its infancy, run-

ning on 6x1 0-inch tiinlicrs, running lengthwise

across the ties, with wagon tire iron, two and one-

half inches wide, for the wheels to run on—a big

thing in those d.ays.

On the 22d of May, 1812, :Mr. West w.as united

in marriage with Mi.ss Sarali A. Sturtev.ant, of the

town of Verona, Oneida Coiintv, N. Y. This has

proved a most happy union, the result of which is

three highly-respected, young business men: Ham-
ilton H., Elliot S. and L. .Tudson, all married and

well settled in business in Rockford. They are

sons of wlio.se usefulness, culture and refinement,

any parents could justlj' lie proud.

Mr. West, in speaking of his conversion to the

Christian religion in 1837, at which time he united

with the Baptist Churcli in Vernon Center, N. Y.,

his native town, says: "The Lord took me into

business partnership with Him that .same year, and

we have worked togetliei liarinoniou.sly ever since.

No partner like Him, He furnishes all the capital

and skill, is a good Director, and safe Counselor."

Mr. West expresses unbounded faith in the Holy

Scriptures as the inspired word of God given to

man as his guide in this life and to the life to come,

through the Divine Christ, as therein revealed.

Being naturall}- averse to public jiolitical office,

he has never sought or accepted such position but

has devoted himself to moral and religious lines of

work. He has been a life-long Anti-slavery, Pro-

hiliition Republican, always holding up these

principles in his (larty with strong faith in the

ultimate triumph of the Temperance cause, as on

the question of human slavery. Church and Sun-

day-school mission work, combined with diligent

attention to secular business, has alwa3's been his

amliition. IMr. West attributes his success in busi-

ness life to tills combination. He says his business

partner has carried him through all the great

financial crises from 1837 to the present without a

break; although tlie stones were sometimes set so

close that they ground pretty fine, yet he never

lost faith in Divine Providence and hard work.

Mr. West spent twelve years in New Haven

County, Conn,, where he was engaged with the

Goodyear Rubber Company three years, superin-

tending the manufacture of rubber clothing and

other fabrics, and nine j'ears he superintended

the vulcanising, finishing, packing and shipping

departments with a large force of men. Product,

three hundred and fifty tliousand pairs of boots

and shoes annually. Regular working time, twelve

hours per day all through the twelve 3-ears.

In tills manufacturing district, Naugatuck,

Conn., was a large field for mission work, person.al

religious woik and famil}' visiting. Here their

house was opened every week for seven years for

religious meetings for the operatives, always well

attended and many times crowded.

In 1854, Mr. West was chosen Deacon in the

Baptist Church of Waterbury, Conn., of which

ehurcli his wife and himself were members. In

1858, he moved his family to Rockford. The fol-

lowing year, they took up their abode on the

corner of South Madison and Walnut Streets,

where they still reside, Mr, West united with the

Second, now called the State Street, Baptist Church,

The same .year, he was chosen Chairman of the
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Imilding committee, for the erection of tlieir first

house of worship, a chapel on the corner of State

and F'lfth Streets. The following year, he was

chosen Deacon of the church, in which office he lias

served to the present time. In 1860, he was elected

Treasurer of the societ3', to which office he was

chosen for ten consecutive years, which in those

days, in a young church and during the building

of their present large and commodious house of

worshij) on the corner of Third and State Streets,

meant work. The laborious duties then were to

solicit subscriptions and collect them and pay all

bills. A few words taken from the auditing com-

mittee report will not be amiss here. To erect this

church edifice within the prescribed limit of cost,

nine contracts for different parts of the building

were necessary. They say: "We, the undersigned

committee, appointed to audit the accounts of the

Treasurer of the State Street Baptist Church and

society, in tracing the details of the accounts have

been enabled to understand, and appreciate Mr.

West's foi'mable difficulties, which have been

bravel}' met, and the energy which characterized

his efforts, and his liberality in laboring for the

interests of the church and society."

In 1861, Mr. West was elected President of the

Young Men's Christian Association, then strug-

gling with depletion from the call for scores of

young men to enlist in the war for the Union. In

1862, he organized the first Sunday-school ever

convened in Caledonia, fourteen miles north of

this city, and met with and conducted this school

fift^'-one Sunda}'s in the twelve months. There

has been a flourishing school in that place ever

since. Aside from this year's work in Caledonia,

Mr. West was not a month without a Bible class

in his own church for thirty j'ears.

In November, 1875, Mr. West apppointed the

first religious meeting ever held in Woodruff's

Addition, a Tuesday evening prayer meeting, and

also organized a mission Sunday-school, both of

which he sustained weekly for three and one half

3'ears, furnishing the building for use, until failing

health prevented. He was five 3'ears Treasurer of

the Winnebago County' Bible Societ3'. He is a life

member of the Baptist Home Mission, Foreign

Mission, and Education Societies. He is also a life

member and life Director of the American Bihlo

Societ3'. In his gifts for Christian work, he is

said to be liberal to a fault. These are a few of

the thousands of little things which we arc glad to

note, that go toward making a useful and happy

life.

It will be seen that Mr. West's life has not been

unsettled and roving. He spent twenty-seven 3rears

in his native State, twelve 3'ears in New Haven
Count3-, Conn., and thirty-three 3'ears in Rockford.

Thus considerabl3' more than half of his Inisiness

life has been spent on the site of his present beauti-

ful, commodious home, erected b3' himself about

ten years ago, where, with the loving companion of

his 3'outh, with three sons and their families and a

host of old and young friends, the3' have just

celebrated their fiftieth marriage anniversary, or

golden wedding, and long ma3' the^' live to bless

the world.

/AMES G. MANL()VE, deceased, was born

in Dover, Del., December 15, 1812, and died

at his home in Rockford, November 6, l,s',)i,

v^f'' at the age of sevent3'-eight. His parents and

grandparents were also natives of Delaware, but the

family is of Welsh descent, having been founded

in America, prior to the Revolutionary War. b3'

emigrants from Wales. John Manlove, father of

our subject, grew to m.'inhood in his native city,

Dover, and there spent his entire life, a respected

and valued citizen. For thirty 3-ears he engaged

in tiie banking business and was quite prominent

in public affairs. He wedded Miss jMary A. Laf-

fert3', and both he and his wife were leading mem-
bers of tlie Methodist Church. His death occurred

at the age of fifty-six. His wife survived him

for some time, and died in Pennsylvania at an

advanced age.

The subject of this sketch w.as the eldest of

eleven children, but it is prolmble that none arc

now living. The days of his b03'hood and youth

were spent in his native State, after which he re-

moved to Penns3'lvania, and in Saltsburg, that

State he formed a matrimonial alliance with
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Miss Juliet Sterett, who was bom in Pennsyl-

vania, August 1(1, ISIT, her fatlier and grand-

father both si)en(liiig their entire lives within

its borders. Tlie former, Andrew Sterett, was

bom in Franklin C'<uint\' and married Miss Eliz-

abeth McPlieron, who^i' father was a jironiinent

Presbyterian clergyman of the Keystone State,

wliere he lived and died. His wife, whose maiden

name was Elizabeth SlcCroskey, died in Franklin

County. Both she and her husband were of Scotch

descent. After his marriage, Andrew Sterett re-

moved to Westmoreland Count}', Pa., where he

engaged in the manufacture of salt. On the dis-

covery of gold in California, he crossed the plains

to that State, and there lost his liealth. Hop-

ing to benelit it, he started for Australia but

died on boar<l the vessel, his remains lieing buried

in the sea. He was tlien in middle life and iiis

wife died at the age of fort_y-two _\-ears. Both

Mr. and Mrs. Sterett were members of the Pres-

liyterian Cliurcli.

The month of INIay, 1851, witnessed the arrival

of i\Ir. Manlove, our subject, in Roekford, where

he resided for forty years. He had formerly spent

seven years in La Fayette County, Wis., and, hav-

ing studied law, was there admitted to the Bar

and elected .lustice of the Pe.aee. On coining to

Roekford, he opened a law olliee, and here began

the practice of his cliosen profession. Again, he

was elected Justice of the Peace and Police Magis-

trate, serving as sucli for years, and was Alder-

man of the Fiftli Ward for live years. In what-

ever position lie was called upon to fill, lie proved

a cap.alile officer, discliarging his duties promptl.y

and faithfully. In politics, he w.as a stalwart

support(.'r of Hepuliliean iirinciples, and w.as a

warm friend of toniperanee. He lived to see the

many changes which transformed Roekford from

a village to a thriving and popular city and ever

bore his share in its upbuilding and adv.ancement.

He was a prominent .and influential man, a well-

known citizen, and was held in high esteem by
all. He had been reared in the faitli of the Meth-
odist Church, but after locating in this citj' joined

the Second Congregational Cnuireh, in which he

was an active worker. lie was a teacher and
Superintendent of the Sunday-school for many

years, and was also Clerk in tlie church. His life,

well and worthily si)ent, might well serve as an

example to others.

Mrs. Manlove is still living at the old home.

She, too, is a faithful memlier of the Second Con-

gregational Church, and, like her husliand, de-

lights in doing good. Her children have been

reared in that way, and they, too, belong tf) the

same church. Of the family, four sons and a

daughter are yet living.

HARLES O. NELSON, (,f the lirm of Nel-

son & Walgron, proprietors of a groceiy

and meat market, located at No. 602 Seventh

Street, Roekford, is a native of Sweden. He was

born on the 22d of May, 1851, and is a son of

Ncls G. I'carson. His parents and the entire

family came to this country, and his father is still

living in Roekford, at the age of seventy years.

His wife died about eight 3'ears ago, at the age of

fifty-six years. She was a member of the Zion

Lutheran Church, to which Mr. Pearson also be-

longs. Two daughters of the family are yet liv-

ing; Mrs. Emily NeLson and JNIrs. Hannah Jones,

both residents of Roekford.

(Jur subject spent the days of his boyhood and

youth in his native countiy, and about the time

he attained his majority, having determined to

try his fortune in the New World, he sailed from

Sweden to (Quebec, Canada, and thence came

to the United States, locating in Roekford, where

he has since resided. This was in 1869, and he

was the first of the family to cross the broad At-

lantic. He learned the trade of a lilacksmith and

was employed .as a journeyman for some time,

after which he learned the cabinet-maker's trade

and was eng.aged in the Roekford Central Furni-

ture Com]iaiiy"s works, where he remained for

five years, in the meantime, he had become a

stockholder of the company. Since 1887 he has

devoted his entire attention to his present busi-

ness, having charge of the meat market, while his

partner attends to the grocery department. The

double store which the}' occupy was built Ijy them

and is 40x50 feet. From the beginning, their
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trade has constantly increased, and by the exer-

cise of good business ability and by tlieir court-

eous treatment tliey have won a liberal patron-

age. IMr. Nelson is also a stocliholder in tlie

Skandia Plow Company, tlie Central Furniture

Factory, the Skandia Brick Company ami the

Rockford JNIanufacturing Coni})any. He began

life empty-handed, having neither capital nor

influential friends to aid him, liut has made the

most of his opportunities and has wcirked his way

steadily upward, winning success and prosperity.

He is now well-to-do and bids fair to obtain

affluence. Himself and sisters are all members of

the Zion Lutheran Church, and in his political

alliliations Mr. Nelson is a Republican. As every

true American citizen should do, he feels an inter-

est in political affairs, but has never sought public

ollice.

—f^^-r^s^

T AUGUST .lOHNSON is a stockholder. Di-

rector and Superintendent of the Central

Furniture Company of Rockford, which was

' established in 1879, and now furnishes em-

plojnnent for one hundred and twenty-five men.

It is one of the leading industries of the city, and

much of its success is due to the untiring efforts

and earnest work of our subject.

Mr. Johnson, whose portrait is herewith pre-

sented, is a native of Sweden, born September IH,

1860. His father, John Nelson, is yet living in

that country, where throughout life he has fol-

lowed agricultural pursuits. He has long been a

member of the Swedish Lutheran Church, to which

Ills wife also belonged. Her death occurred in

1868, at the age of forty-five years. Two sons of

the family have come to this country since the emi-

gration of our subject: Gustaf, who is now de-

ceased; and Mangnes, a cabinet-maker in the Cen-

tral Furniture Factorj' of this city.

The early life of August Johnson was spent in

the land of his birth and his education was ac-

quired in the schools of his native Province. He
tiiere learned the trade of a cabinet-maker, serv-

ing an apprenticeship and thus becoming a skilled

workman. In 1882, when twenty-two years of

age, he bade good-bye to home and friends and

sailed for the New World, since which time he has

been a resident of Rockford. He chose as a com-

panion and helpmate on life's journey Miss Helen

B. Engbretson, their union being celebrated in this

cit}-. The lady was l)orn in Norw.ay, in August,

186U, and in 1868 came to this country with her

parents, John and Ulricka Engbretson. who are now

residents of Durand, 111., and are well advanced in

years. Her father is a m.ason by trade but has also

followed the occupation of farming. Mrs. John-

son is .an intelligent and cultured lady who has ac-

quired the greater })art of her education in this

country'.

By the union of our subject and his wife have

been born two children: Glen R. and Wa^'ue

Leslie. The parents are both members of the First

Congregational Church and are people of wide

acquaintance in this communitj' and prominent in

the circles of society' in which they move. In

politics, Mr. Johnson has been a supporter of Re-

publican principles since becoming an American

citizen. It was a fortunate day for him when he

determined to make his home in America, for he

has here been blessed with prosperity and h.as

worked his way upward to a prominent position

and become well-to-do. He now owns a pleasant

home at No. 704 Seminary Street, where with his

family he resides, an esteemed citizen of the com-

munitv.

"^l OHN H. MANNY. The history of Winne-

bago County, and indeed of the State of Illi-

nois, would not be complete without some

record of John H. Manny, the inventor of

the famous reaping and mowing m.achine, which,

a

quarter of a centuiy ago, made his name a house-

hold word throughout the States. Mr. Man 113- w.as

born in Amsterdam, N. Y., November 28, 1825.

He possessed a mechanical turn of mind, and at an

early age made invention a study.

About fifty-five j'ears ago, our subject accom-

panied his father to Illinois, and settled in Stephen-

son County, where, althoui>^li his advaiitases were
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limiterl, he still t'onUnued to take delight in origi-

natiny new ideas Inr invention, taking niachiueiy

apart, alteiini;: and inipi-oving, or adding new

l)arts, as their utility seemed to require, lie was

industrious at seliool, and among tlic other pujnls

was noted for perseverance.

The attention of Mr. Mann}' was directed, about

1846, to tlie need of a reaper (a machine then com-

parativelj' unknown in this country), by the i)ur-

ehase l)y liis failier of a heading machine, wliich

failed entirely to do the work designed, lie and

his father promptly- set to work to alter and im-

jirove the ni.achine to suit tlieir wants, and to do

this, found it necessary to almost completely make

a new inachine of it before it would do satisfac-

tory work. The_y then patented their improve-

ment, and commenced building heading m.achines

for sale. Their macliine was very successful as a

header, but w.as so expensive to manufacture that

it was beyond the means of the farmei's to pur-

chase, and the result was that they lost nearly all

they had invested in the enterprise.

This failure, however, only spurred our subject

to greater exertions, and he set about experiment-

ing for a machine for cutting grain and grass. lie

was discouraged and laughed at, but lie toiled on,

overcoming one defect after another, until the ma-

chine could reap well and cut grass nicely, and

then his triumph was complete. His means had

been entirely exhausted in his experiments, but by

the aid of friends he proceeded, the ensuing year,

to build forty macliines. Owing to a defect in the

sickles, which had lieen jirocured of a manufac-

turer who claimed to be experienced in the busi-

ness, these proved to be a disastrous failure. This

was another test of Mr. Manny's perseverance un-

der difiiculties, which, to ordinary men, would

liave lieen liopelessly discouraging. lie was left

with an incubus of debt hanging over him, and,

worse than this, the damaging reputation of his

machines b}- their failure that year. These difficul-

ties, however, only served to stimulate him to re-

newed effort, and he went patiently to work to

retrieve the disaster. From the experience of the

previous year, it was evident that to insure suc-

sess the sickle must be improved. No part of the

machine is so essentially important to be just right

as this, and upon it depends the success of the

whole machine. In this crisis, a series of experi-

ments w.as made for perfecting sickles, and a sat-

isfactory result airived at. He also succeeded in

making arrangements to proceed with the manu-

f.acture of machines for 18.52, and that year built

eighty-four, adding such improvements as (irac-

tical experience suggested. These were a perfect

success.

In .Tuly of that year, the great reaper trial at

Oeneva, N. Y., was held. In this contest for su-

jiremacy, Mr. Manny's reaper came in competition

with eleven other machines. The result of that

contest is well known to the public. We need not

repeat it. The excellence of Mr. Manny's ma-

chine was more fully established, and henceforth

the demand for his machine continued to increase,

until at the time of his death he was at the head

of the largest reaper business in the world.

In the spring of 1853, Mr. Mann}' was induced

to remove to Rockford, and manufactured for the

harvest of that year four hundred machines. The

popularity of the machines still continued to in-

crease, and the demand had now become so great,

and the business so extensive, that it was deemed

desirable to secure interested assistance in its man-

agement. According!}', in 1854, Messrs. Wait and

S}'lvester Talcott became associated with Mr.

Manny in its management as partners, under the

name of J. H. Manny & Co., and during this year

upwards of one thousand machines were manufac-

tured and sold. In 1855, Jesse lilinn and Ralph

Emerson, -Jr., were also added to the lirni, and the

firm's name changed to Manny & Co., the business

also still continuing to increase. ]Mr. Manny's

overtasked brain had by this time so worn upon

his physical frame, that he was obliged to give up

the business management to his partners. He, how-

ever, continued to make improvements on his ma-

chine, until twenty-three ])atents were issued to

him—embracing thirty-three distinct claims.

In the year 1855, the competition between the

McCormick and the Manny reapers had become

fierce. McCormick commenced suit in the Fed-

eral Court at Chicago, to enjoin the successors of

Manny from using what was called the "divider"

or "shoe," which precedes the sickle, and parts the
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standing grain. The question was, who first in-

venteil the ilivider used by Manny? The Circuit

Court dismissed MeCorniick's bill, and he carried

the case to the Supreme Court of the United States,

wliere the decision of the Circuit Court was aflirmed,

thus sustaining Mr. Manny's riglit as an inventor.

The "clean swath" cut even in the field of lodged

grain was a mute witness to the unflagging toil

of John H. Manny, as well as to his genius.

This celebrated suit involved as counsel such

men as Reverd3' .Johnson and Edwin M. Stanton.

In the first trial of the cause, Abraham Lincoln

was employed, and afterward referred to his ^1,000

retainer in the case as enabling him to stump the

State of Illinois with Douglas, and which logically,

it should be added, made him the most famous of

all the Presidents.

The suit also exemi^lified the extreme heights to

which a private property right will be carried in a

Republic, where the parties involved have the

means to carry on the contest. It was in this

justly famous litigation, that Justice Daniel, in de-

livering a dissenting opinion, referring to the

testimony of professionals said: "The reveries,

they ma>- often be called, of a class of men stj'led

. experts are often as skillful and effective in pro-

ducing obscurity and error as in the elucidation of

truth."

Early .in the autumn of 1855, it was seen that

Mr. Manny could not live long. That remorse-

less destroyer, consumption, had fixed its seal upon

him. lie was an untiring worker, far above his

physical strength, which undoubtedly laid the

foundation of his disease, which first began to show

itself in 1852. To the very last moments of his

life he was devoted to his great work; and his

great ambition, after the commencement of his in-

vention, seemed to be to place it in advance of all

others in practical utility, and beyond all question

of infringement.

On the 31st of January, 1856, Mr. Manny died,

while j-et in the full prime of life, scarce thirty

jears of age, just as his fame was becoming known
on both sides of the Atlantic. Death, the great

reaper, claimed him as a victim, and he peacefully

passed ti> that ••bourne whence no traveler re-

turns."

In his moral character, IMr. Manny led a spotless

life, and his memory is cherished l)y all who en-

J03ed his personal acquaintance. Frank, o]ion-

hcartod, generous to a fault, and iiosscssing the

attributes of a true man. he was (Miqihatically one

of ••nature's uolileinen."

Wi'OIIN A. WALGREN is another of Rock-

ford's Swedish residents who has proved a

valued citizen of this community. He was

/ born in Sweden, October 11, 18G0, and is a

son of Andrew J. Walgren. In 1873, his parents

with their family crossed the Atlantic to America,

and the father is now living a retired life in the

city of Rockford, being about sixtj' j-ears of age.

His wife, wlio is now sixtj'-three years of age, is

in quite feeble health. I'oth are meml)ers of the

Swedish Lutheran Church, and Mr. Walgren is a

Republican in politics. This worth}- couple ha\'e

a familj' of four children, all of whom arc now
living in Rockford. John A. is the eldest; Chris-

tina E. is the wife of F. A. Youngquist, of Rockford

;

August, who is connected with the Co-oi)crative

F^urniture Company of this city, married Amanda
Friberg, and Andrew G., the youngest, is employed

in his brother John's store.

Our subject led to the marriage altar ^Nliss Ma-

tilda I. Johnson, of Pecatonica, this county. The

lady was there born and reared, and acquired a

good education. She is highly respected among

the 3-oung Swedish people of this city, her intelli-

gence and worth fitting her for that position.

Her father, Carl J. Johnson, enlisted for the late

war and gave his life in defense of the f>ld flag.

His wife died in 1879, at the age of forty j'cars.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Walgren have been born two

children: Roy A. (deceased) and Rena A. In his

political affiliations, Mr. Walgren is a Republican.

Himself and wife are members of the F'irst Luth-

eran Church of this city. He resided upon a farm

in Pecatonica Township from 1873 until 1882,

when he came to Rockford. For four years he

engaged in the grocery business, liefore the firm of

Nelson & Walgren was established in 1881). In

this connection, he conducted a grocery and meat-



1018 i'ORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

market, the management of the whole concern be-

ing entirely under his e-oiitnil. The business in-

creased to sucli an extent that the firm purchased

the southeast corner of Fifth Avenue and Seventh

Street, where they built a double store, forty feet

front and fifty feet deei).

Recently, Mr. Walgren sold his interest in the

grocery and meat business to his partner, and has

opened a coal and wood yard in Rockford under

the firm name of Walgren & Co., his office being

at No. 802 Seventh Street, on the corner of Rail-

road Avenue. He has also been instrumental in or-

ganizing the Framtlden Publishing Company, with

a capital of i^l 0,000 and formed for the purpose of

jniblishing a weekly journal in the Swedish

langu.age. He is a Director in the company, which is

quite successful and rapidly growing in popularity.

He is also a stockholder in the Rockford Manuf.ac-

turing Company, which has a capital of $200,000.

A wide-awake and enterprising young business

man, Mr. Walgren is steadily' working his way

ui)ward, and his career will undoubtedly be a pros-

perous one. The firm of which he is a member is

already well and favoralily known, having by

tlieir courteous treatment and fair dealing won a

liberal patronage. Mr. AValgren takes an active in-

terest in all that pertains to the growth and devel-

opment of the cify and is an ambitious and enter-

prising n}an who ranks high both in business and

social circles.

3^+^i

^ OIIN R. POST was born on the farm which

is still his home, on section 3.5, Guilford

Townsliip, Winnebago County, June 1,

1812, and is a worthy representative of oiie

of the pioneer families of this community. His

father, Nathaniel Post, w.as born near Newport,

Herkimer County. N. Y., May 21, ISKi. The
grandfather, Dan Post, was liorn in Saybrook,

Conn., whence lie renK.ived to New York, be-

coming one of the first settlers of Herkimer

County. He iiurcliase<] a tnict of tnnlier land,

and in the midst of the forest hewed out a farm.

After many 3ears spent in agricultural pursuits,

he i-emoved to Newport, where he lived retired

until his death. He first married Marcey Pratt,

who was born in Saybrook, Middlesex County,

Conn., and died August :50, 1829. Mr. Post was

afterwards again married, and his second wife

reached the advanced age of one hundred and

three years.

The father of our suliject was reared in his na-

tive county, and learned the trade of a carpenter.

In 18.38, he removed to Ohio, and for one year en-

gaged in carpentering in Painesville. The j'ear

1839 witnessed his emigration to Winneb.ago

County, 111. He was accompanied by his family,

and on the 29th of .June they reached Newburg.

He bought a claim of the Government, upon which

was a log cabin, and during the first 3'ear built a

more comfortable log house, in which our subject

was born. In 1850, he erected a substantial frame

residence. He bore all the experience of pioneer

life, and was one of the prominent and inlluential

citizens of this community in an early day. His

death occurred November 11, 1888. He was

quite a musician, and in the early days made con-

sideralile money with his violin. He married

Eliza Rich, who was born near Newport, N. Y.,

January 31, 1816. This estimable lady died Feb-

ruary 2, 1890, leaving two children: John R., of

this sketch, and Erwin, a resident of Rockford.

Our subject acquired his education in the dis-

trict schools, and at Cherry Valley and Rockford,

and is a well-informed 7nan. On attaining his

majority, he went East, visiting for a few months,

and then accepted a situation as shipping clerk in

a wholesale house in Chicago, but after a year re-

turned hcmie to take charge of the farm, upon

which he has since resided. He now owns one

hundred acres of the farm which his father entered

from the Government, and .also has another farm

of one hundred and twentj'-three acres in Guil-

ford Township. Fruit and ornamental trees add

to the value and beauty of the place, .and the neat

appearance of the farm indicates the thrift and

enterprise of the owner.

Mr. Post was married May 31, 18fi(3, to Ella G.

Fish, who was born in Erie Count}-, Pa., February

19, 1849, and is a daughter of Andrew and

Miranda (Sherwood) Fish, natives of Washington

County, N. Y. Their union h.as been blessed with
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two children: Minnie, who is a sut'cessful music

teacher, and Frank. Tlie musical talent of Na-

thaniel Post was inherited by his children, and in

turn has been transmitted to his grandchildren.

The Post family ranks high in social circles, and

its members are truly deserving of the warm re-

gard in whicii they are held. Mr. Post is a suc-

cessful farmer, and is recognized as one of the

progressive and valued citizens of the community-.

i;h:.^:b JS^N^-

HAKLES J. JONES, a stockholder and I)i-

(l( rector in the Brown Brick Company, is one

^^/'' of the leading business men of Rockford,

and prominent in public affairs. He was born in

Sweden, November 15, 1849, and is a son of Pchrs

Jonas, who spent his entire life in his native land,

passing away at the age of about three-score years.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Christina

Nelson, is still living, at the age of seventy, and is

a member of the Lutheran Church, to which her

husband also belonged. Their son Godfrey, an em-

ploye of the Skandia Furniture Company, and a

daughter, Matilda, reside with our subject.

]\Ir. Jones was reared and educated in his native

city, graduating from the High School, and in

1867 left his native land, coming alone to this

country. He sailed from Liverpool, England, to

New York, and after fifteen days upon the bosom

of the Atlantic reached his destination, arriving in

New York on the 16th of April of that year. He
has since made a visit back to his native land but

thinks no country under the shining sun is equal

to America. He has not only found a pleasant

home in this land but has here prospered, and is

now a substantial citizen. His life has been a busy

and useful one and he is recognized as one of the

enterprising and progressive Swedish gentlemen of

Rockford. As before stated, he is connected with

the Brown Brick Company, and is President and

Director of the Skandia Brick Compan}', a lessee

of the Rockford Brick Company, also of the Ex-

celsior Furniture Coinpan}-, and is Secretary and

Director of the Rockford Tobacco and Snuff Com-
pany. He holds an interest in the Skandia Plow

Company and the Skandia Brick Company.

In 1883, Mr. Jones was joined in wedlock in this

city to Miss Hannah C. Nelson, who was bcn'u m
Kalmar, Sweden, September 1, \X'i», and is a

daughter of N. E. and Louisa (Tcarson) Nelson,

who were born, reared and married in tiie Province

of Sinoland. The year 1869 witnessed llieir emi-

gration to America and :aw them located in i{<irk-

ford, where the father, a well-to-do citizen, is now
living retired at his pleasan home at No. KM it)

Fourth Avenue. He has reached the age of Ihrce-

score years and ten. His wife died at their home
on Fourth Avenue, July 23, 1881, when about

flfty-uine years of age. Their family numbered
four sons and four daughters, but only one son

and two daughters are now living.

;Mr. and Mrs. Jones are the parents of three chil-

dren: Ethel ;M., L. Eusebia and Ada V. The par-

ents attend the Zion Lutheran Cliuicli. In i)olitics,

Mr. Jones is independent, and he is a sagacious and
far-sighted business man, industrious and enter-

prising, and by the exercise of good business abil-

ity has won for himself a handsome property. He
deserves all the more credit in that he is entirely a

self-made man, and as a prominent citizen of

Rockford we take pleasure in presenting his por-

trait and biographical sketch.

m\

Vf'OHN LOVESEE, an enterprising and indus-

trious farmer of Roscoe Township, Winne-
bago County, residing on sections 34 and 3.5,

was born in the city of Reading, Berkshire

England, February 1, 1815. His grandfather,

John Lovesee, spent his entire life there, and
his father, William Lovesee, was born in the

same locality. At the age of fifteen, he entered

the army and served for twenty j'ears, when he

was honorably discharged. He then • followed

weaving in Berkshire until 1831, when he crossed

the Atlantic and settled in Pittsford, Monroe
County, N. Y. Five years later, he came to Win-
nebago County to join his children, making most

of the journey on foot, and spent the remaiiuler of

his days in Roscoe Township. He married Ann
Hanley, who was born near Dublin, Ireland, and
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wiis a dauglitur of Jolin and Ann Ilanley. Her

deatli otciined in lierksliire England. Their six

cliildren were Jdlm. Ann, William. (Jeurge, Henry

and Joseph.

At the eai Iy age of eleven years, our subject

began to learn the weaver's trade in Loudon, and

after serving a four-years' apprenticeship returned

to his native county, where he resided until 18.'il.

On the 13tli of Seiiteraber of that year, he sailed

for the New World, landing in New York on the

8th of November, after a stormy i)assage. lie

went to I'ittsfoi'd. X. Y., and after a few months

removed to Chautauqua County, where he resided

until the 1st of November, 1835, when he started

by way of the Lakes to Illinois. Landing at De-

troit, he eame to AVinnebago County on foot

and began l)oarding with Steven Mack, the first

settler of the county. Chicago was a mere hamU't

and Rockford contained two families, Kent and

Haight, living in a log house on the west side, and

Daniel Haight in a log cabin on the east side. The

Government surveys were not yet complete and

the work of civilization had hardly been begun.

There were no mills or markets within fifty miles

until Chicago became a trading point, when he

hauled his wheat to that city, selling it as low as

tiiirty-seven and a half cents per bushel. He made

a claim in what is now Rockton Township and

afterwards in Roscoe Township. His farming im-

plements were very crude. He harvested his

grain with a cradle and his oxen tramped it out.

In 1849, Mr. Lovesee sold that farm and pur-

chased that upon which he now resides on sec-

tion 35, Roscoe Township.

On the 29th of .fune. 1841), our subject married

Miss Permelia, daughter of .James and Hannah

(Wilson) McCredy. She was born at Niagara

Falls, Canada, April 29, 1821. Her father and

grandparents were natives of Scotlanrl and on

coming to America .settled at Niagara Falls. Her

fatlier learned the blacksmith's trade, which he

there followed until 182.'!, when he emigrated

Westward and settled on a tract of land which his

wife had inherited. A part of that he cleared, Init

as he preferred blacksmithing to farming, he

bought land near Aylmer and erected a smithy.

making his home in that locality until his death.

Ills wife was btirn in New Jersey and was a

daughter of Cromwell and Hannah (Crane) Wil-

son, natives of the same State, and of English and

German descent respectively. While hunting in

the woods during the Revolutionary War, Crom-

well Wilson was captured by the Biitish and held

for three months. Some time after the war, he re-

moved to Canada, where he s|ient his last day.s.

His wife died when Mrs. Lovesee wa.s quite young

and she was reared by hei- aunt, Mrs. John J.

Rhodes, with whom she came to Winnebago

County in 1839.

I'nto our subject and wife were born two chil-

dren who arc yet living: ^Nlary A., widow of

Henry Schellenger, a resident of Rockford; and

Edwin R., who graduated from two medical col-

leges of Chicago and is now practicing his profes-

sion in (iencva Lake, AVis. He first married Dor-

cas A. Luudy and after her death wedded Lizzie

Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Lovesee are both mem-
bers of the Methodist Church, and in politics he is

a Republican, having supported that i)arty since

its organization. Among the most honorable i>io-

neers of Winnebago County he is numbered and

with one exception he has spent a longer time

within its borders than any other resident. From

a ver}' early da}' he has been identified with its

growth and upbuilding and has done much for its

progress and advancement. He has the high re-

gard of all with whom he has come in contact and

is one of the |>r()mincnt and inlluential citizens of

the community.

m>-^<m^ -^—

s^ AMIEL N. IMEKCII. win

farmiiu

engaged in

in Guilford Township, Winne-

|) liago CViunty, was liorn in the town of

Ijridgewaler, Blass., December 6, L'^ll. His

father. Asa IMecch. was liorn April 7, 1775, and

became a minister of the Presbyterian Church.

He resided for a time in Bridgewater and later re-

moved to Connecticut, being pastor of the church

in Canterbury until 1820, when he went to Can-

ada, and located at Hull. As that was a new

country and the people in limited circumstances,

he could not depend altogether upon his parish-
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iouers for support and so rented land for two years.

He then secured four hundred acres of heaviW-tim-

bered land, upon which he erected a log house and

afterwards a frame residence, managing his farm

lliroughout the week and preaching on Sunday.

He there resided until his death. For his second

wife he married Maria DeWitt, who met her deatli

the following si)ring after tlio family located in

Canada. She was crossing a l)ridge with a wagon

and oxen, and tlie water, wliicli was very high,

waslied the wagon from tlie bridge and she and

four children were drowned.

Our subject was a lad of nine years when his

parents removed to Canada, where he acquired his

education. When a young, man he went to visit

a sister in Merrickville, where he remained for a

time, operating a farm in her interest. He then

bought land and engaged in its cultivation until

1857, when he sold out and came to Winnelsago

County, 111., where he first purchased one hundred

and sixt3' acres of land. He has been very suc-

cessful in his farming operations and is now the

owner of one hundred and ninety-five acres, con-

stituting a valuable farm.

Mr. Meech was married in Canada, November

26, 183.5, to Eliza Euglisli, wlio died in Greenville,

Canada, November 7, 1838. He was again mar-

ried, March 7, 1839, his second union being with

Anna Bolton, who was born in Merrickville, Can-

ada, January 7, 1823. Her father, Richard Bolton,

was born in County Wexford, Ireland, March 25,

1797, of English parentage, his father there own-

ing a large estate. He emigrated to America with

some neighbors wlien quite j'oung and located in

Canada, wliere he wedded Mary, daughter of

Bemslee and Lois (.Sherwood) Buel, natives of the

United .States. Her father was a pioneer of Can-

ada and was the first to settle on the site of Brock-

ville. He became an extensive land owner and

spent his last years in Leeds County. His daughter

was born in P^lizabethtown, November 24, 1801,

and inherited two hundred acres of laud. Mr.

Bolton located near Merrickville, where he secured

a tract of Government land and cleared a farm.

By his first marriage, Mr. Meech had one son,

Thomas E., who was born in Merrickville, Canada,

September 16, 1836, and married Miss Hutch-

ings. He resides in Nortli Augusta, C;inad.i,

where he operates a cheese factory. By the

second marriage, four children have lieon l)oi-n :

Richard, born .lanuary 2, 1810, wedded Alice

Bently and is now living near Rockton ; Martha

A. M., born August 6, 18-17, is the wife of

Caleb E. Feakiiis, of New Richnioud, Wis.
;

Mary E., born .luly 20, 1852. is the wife of

Albert C. Carr, (if Belnil. The |jareiits have trav-

eled life's journey together for llfly-three years,

sharing with each other its joys and sorrows,

pleasures and pros|)erity. Although well advanced

in j'ears, they are enjoying good health and their

mental capacities are still unimiiaircd. They have

a pleasant home and arc surrounded liy many

warm friends.

ARVIN CLARK MARFAN, a well-known

resident of Belvidere. who is numbered

among the early settlers of the county,

was born in Broome County, N. Y., .Tunc

8, 1827, and comes of an old New England family

of French origin, founded by Dorman Marean,

who emigrated from Normandy, France, to Amer-

ica in 1636, and spent the remainder of his life in

the Colony of Mass.ichusetts. Little is known of

the succeeding ancestors. In line of birth the^-

were William, Thomas and Thomas. The last-

named, the grandfather of our subject, vras born in

Boston, Mass., October 17, 1753, and there resided

until his removal to Canaan, N. Y. In 1786, he

went to Broome County, becoming one of itseaily

settlers. He purchased a tract of timber land, and

in that county made his home until his death. lie

married Esther Patterson, who was born in New
York, .lanuaiy 10, 1756, and died on the old home-

stead in INIaine Township.

The father of our subject, Henry Marean, was

born in Columbia County, N. Y., November 21, 1777

and was reared in Broome County, where lie mar-

ried C'hloe Delano, a native of Kent, Conn., and a

daughter of Aaron Kent Delano, who was born in

Tolland, Conn., November 13, 1756. His father,

.Sylvanius Delano, was born IMay 17, 1720, and was

a descendant of Philip Delanoye, a native of Ley-
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den, Ilollaiul, who came to America in the ship

"Fortune," in 1021, and landed at riymouth. He

married Estlier Duesbury, Decemlier 19, 1(131, and

died in 1651, at the age of seventy-nine years.

Aaron Delano wedded Anna fSlosson, who was born

in Kent, Conn., in December, 1761. He spent his

entire life in the Nutmeg .State, and after his death

his widow went to New York, spending her last

days with the parents of our subject. Henry Marean

and his wife began their domestic life upon a farm

in the town of ISIaine, in a little log cabin, which in

1825 was replaced liy a frame residence, in which

Marvin was born, and which is now the property

of his brother. The death of the father there oc-

cuired in 1855, and the mother was called to her

final rest in 1858.

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and

\onth on the old homestead, and after his marri-

age operated the farm for two years. In 1851, he

wedded Olive Howard, who was born in the town

of Union, Broome County, N. Y. Her grandfather,

Nathan Howard, was born and reared in Connecti-

cut, and when a young man went to New York,

becoming one of the early settlers of Broome

County. He married Clarissa Fomeroy, and theii'

son, Nathan Howard, who was born in Broome

County, .Septemlier 11, 1805, became the father of

Mrs. Marean. He learned the trade of a miller,

which he followed for many years in the East. In

1869, he came to Belvidere, where his death oc-

curred, jMarch 7, 1873. He had wedded Roxie

Councilman, who was b(.)rn in Broome County,

Sepember 4, 1809, and w.as a daughter of Philip

and Betsey (Bundy) Councilman. Her death oc-

curred in Belvidere, on the 2d of Julj^, 1882.

The year 1854 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Jla-

rean and his wife in Boone County. He purchased

Land in Flora Township, upon which was a stone

quarry that he operated for two .years. He then

successfully engaged in farming until 1868, when

he sold his land and came to Belvidere, where he

has since resided. He is a i)rominent and influ-

ential citizen of the community, who for seven

years served as Notary Public, for eight years was

Justice of the Peace of Flora Township, and for

the past eleven years has held that office in Belvi-

dere. In politics, he was first a Whig, but .since the

organization of the Republican party he has been

one of its stalwart supporters, and has served as

Chairman of the County Central Committee. He

takes a deep interest in political affairs, doing all

in his power for the upbuilding of the party, and

is a well-informed man, both on political questions

and otherwise.

Mr. .and Mrs. ^Marean have two children: AVil-

lie INIarvin married Alice Wood, and they have

three children, Llewellyn, Blanche and Olive;

Harry, who w.as joined in wedlock with Ilattie

Fa\', has a little sou named Hollis.

OIIN A. .STENVALL. For over twenty

years, Mr. .Stenvall has been connected with

the business interests of Rockford and dur-

ing that time his reputation as an honor-

able, upright citizen and business man has re-

mained untarnished. At the present time, he is

connected with the Trahern Pump Works, and is

one of the foremost men representing that concern.

He has been a resident of this prosperous city since

1 869 and is now pleasantly located at No. 709

South Third Street.

Claiming Sweden as his native land, his birth

occurred in Wester Gottenburg on the 19th of

October, 1851, and he was early trained to the

duties of the farm. His father, John Anderson,

passed his entire life in Sweden, where he tilled

the soil until he received his final summons, when

sixty ^ears of age. He was a peaceful citizen and

was a prominent member and worker in the State

Church. The mother, left a widow, came with our

subject to the United States and settled with him

in Rockford, whither two sons-in-law had previ-

ously located. She died in this city in 1888, when

seventy-four years of age. A kind wife and mo-

ther, a good neighbor and exeniplaiy member of

the Lutheran Church, she has gone to her reward.

Her daughter, IMrs. J. L. Segar, and a brother, John

P. Andeison, who is a tinner, are residents of

Rockford, and another daughter, INIrs. Peter An-

derson, is still a resident of Sweden.

John Stenvall selected as his companicin in life

Miss Ilelmena Ilolmquist, a native of Skorbes Lan,
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Sweden, born March 10, 1855, and their nuptials

were celebrated in Rockford. The fruits of this

union are Ililnia L., Anna O., Elmer W., Oscar T.

and Etna C, all at home. Mr. Stenvall is""a Re-

publican in his political views, and he and his wife

Iiold merabersliip in the First Lutheran Cliurch, of

which he has been Deacon for the past nine years.

The parents of Mrs. Stenvall, Peter and Carry

(Jolinson) Holmquist, are now residing in Rock-

ford, and are in comfortable circumstances. The}'

have been residents since 18G8, in which year they

came to the United States. Both are members of

the First Lutheran Church. They were the par-

ents of three children, but onl}' Mrs. Stenvall is

now living', the two brotliers, Gus and Jolin, both

dying, the former after his marriage and after he

became the father of one cliild, Frank A., and tlio

latter when a young man.

RS. PAMELIA MOULTOX, who resides

in Belvidere, was born in Ascot, Canada,

October 28, 1832. Her father, Cephas

Gardner, was born in the town of Went-

worth, N. H., October 9, 1800, and was a son of

John Gardner, a native of Worcester County,

Mass. Tlie latter married Doll}', daughter of

Ephraim Will.ard, of Sterling, Mass., removed to

New Hampshire, and in 1806 went to Bennington

Count}', Vt. His wife died in 1808, and two

years later he married her sister Lois.

Cephas Gardner was eighteen years of age wlien

lie started out in life for himself. He walked to

Sterling, Mass., one hundred miles, and there

worked for his uncle on a farm at $8 per month.

He next went to Francestown, N. IL, where he

spent the winter, and then returned to Sterling and

apprenticed himself to his uncle, Manassah Willard,

a chair manufacturer, who soon afterwards es-

tablished a factory in Stanstead, Canada, Mr.

Gardner being placed in charge of that business.

When his term of apprenticeship had expired, he

bought that factory and continued in business

thereuntil 18.31, when he removed to Ascot and

followed his trade at that place until 1837.

Although Mr. Gardner had been successful in

business there and his social surroundings were

pleasant, yet he longed to return to the United

States, where he could rear his children under the

repul)lican form of government, so in 1836 he

visited Boone County and purchased a claim, now

included in the city of Belvidere. The next year

he brought his wife and three children, and the

family moved into a log cabin, where they re-

mained until a frame house could be built. When

the land came into market, he entered large tracts

and was extensively engaged in farming and also

carried on merchandising. He resided here until

his death, which occurred -January 26, 1881.

On the 25th of March, 1821, Sir. Gardner had

married Pamelia Bodwell, who was born in Can-

ada, July 12, 1806, and was a daughter of Eli-

l)halet and Betsy Bodwell, natives of Vermont.

She died May 9, 1862, leaving four children:

Emeline, Jane, Pamelia and Mary A. The first-

named was born March 17, 1828, and married Hon.

Lucius Walker, a native of Vermont, who came to

Illinois about 1838, and in 1852 went to Minnesota,

becoming one of the early settlers of St. Anthony's

Falls. For a while he was engaged in the dry-

goods business, and at the time of his death was

Government agent at the Chippewa Indian reserva-

tion. He served in the Jliunesota Legislature and

a piominent man of that State.

Jane, the next daughter, was born in Canada,

November 8, 1829, and became the wife of Hon.

Robert Waterman, who was born in Herkimer

County, N. Y., in 1826, and came to Illinois with

his parents at the age of twelve. For a time he

was employed as a clerk for his brothers, James

and Charles, at Newburg, and later for Alex Neely

of Belvidere. When a young man, he engaged in

business on his own account. In 1850, he went to

California, and returned after an absence of twenty

mouths, locating in Wilmington, 111., where he en-

gaged in business for several years. In 1873, he

returned to California with his family, and made

his home in San Bernardino until 1887, when he

went to Sacramento. Four years later, he removed

to San Diego, where he resided until his death,

April 12, 1891. He was elected Lieutenant-Gov-

ernor of California in the fall of 1886, and held

the office of Governor a few months on the death

of his chief.

46
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Pamelia, the third daughter, was four years old

when she came to Illinois ypith her parents. She

was married, November 6, 1850, to Dorwiu E.

lloiilton, who was born in Ascot, Canada, February

17, 1822, and came to this State in 1840. He lo-

cated in Rockford and three years later went to

Shullsburgh, Wis., engaging there in merchandising

until 1851, when he went to Minnesota, and lo-

cated at St. Anthony's Falls. At that time, the

Government mill and one dwelling were the only

buildings on the west bank of the river, where the

city of Minneapolis now stands. He engaged in

the mercantile business and after residing there for

eleven j'cars came to Belvidere, where he again

engaged in merchandising for a number of yc.nrs,

being associated a portion of the time with his

son-in-law, .J. W. Darneille. The hist years of his

life he lived retired at his pleasant home on East

Lincoln Avenue, where he passed aw.ay January

25, 181)2. He was a worthy citizen, held in high

regard by all who knew him, and his portrait will

be found on another page. Mr. and Mrs. Moul-

ton had one daughter. Belle, who was born Septem-

ber 1, 1852, in St. Anthony's Falls, IMinn., married

J. W. Darneille, and died November 22, 1876,

leaving one child, Mabel G., born May 27, 1874,

who makes her home with her grandmother, Mrs.

Moulton. Mrs. Moulton is one of the estimable

ladies of this community, whore she has so long

made her home.

bORENZO W. KING, who is engaged in the

drug business in Cherry Yallej', is a mem-
ber of the firm of King Bros., his partner

being his brother Oscar. They established business

here in 1888, and have since enjoyed a good trade,

which is constantly increasing and has already as-

sumed excellent proportions. Thej' well deserve a

liberal patronage for the}' are business men of

straightforward and honoralile princiiilcs and are

industrious and enterprising.

Our subject was born in Maine, N. Y., in 18.'?5,

and is a son of Ilarlo and Julia (Ilovcy) King,

both natives of the Empire State. In their family

were six sons and one d.aughter: Leander, Jewett;

Irving, deceased; Oscar, Origen, Lorenzo, and Lucy

Thankful, also deceased. The f.ather of this fam-

ily died in Maine, N. Y., in the prime of life, leav-

ing his widow with her family to support. His

propert_v was encumbered and his creditors took it

all. Oscar and Origen were the first of the family

to come to Illinois, settling in Belvidere and

Cherry Valley in the spring of 1853. In 1855, the

mother and other children joined them, the family

locating in lielvidere. Mrs. King died at the

home of her son Origen in 1863, at tiie age of

sixty-seven years.

The early life of our subject passed uneventfully

until the autumn of 1861, when, at the age of

twentj'-six 3'ears, he enlisted in the Ninth Illinois

Cavalrj' and in the following January went from

Chicago to the front. He did service in the South-

west, in Missouri and Arkansas, but on account of

phj'sical disability was discharged after two years.

Since that time, he has never fully regained his

health but prior to the war was considered the

most robust one of tlie family. Shortly after his

return, he was married in Belvidere, April 29,

1863, to Nellie R, Howard, of Maine, N. Y., a

daughter of Nathan and Roxie (Councilman)

Howard, also natives of Maine, N. Y. Her father

was a miller and died in Belvidere, March 7, 1873,

at the age of sixty-two years. The mother died at

the home of Mrs. King, July 2, 1882, at the age of

seventy-three years. Their family numbered six

sons and two daughters, the wife of our subject

being the sixth in order of birth.

From 1862 until 1866, Mr. King engaged in

clerking in a grocery store for L. D. Collins, after

which he embarked in the grocery business for

himself. His wife opened a milliner}' and fancy-

goods store and for twelve years did an excellent

business in that line. Mr. King sold his stock of

groceries in 1868 and in 1875 opened a drug store

iu Fielding, where he carried on operations until

1888, when he came to Cherry Valley and has

since been engaged in business, as before stated.

Our subject and his wife have a pleasant home
which has been their property since 1890. They

have only one daughter, Lorena May, who was

born February 29, 1884, and is now a bright little

maiden of eight summers. She seems to possess
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considerable eloeiilionai'y and musical talent and

is the liglit and joy of ber parents' home. In poli-

tics, Mr. King is a stalwart Republican. He and

his wife rank high in social circles and are held in

high esteem throughout tliis connnunity.

^HILIP ATW(K)I), a native-born resident

of Winnebago County, was born on the

old homestead in Owen Township, Seji-

_ tember 18, 1850. His father. Patten At-

wood, was born in Alexander, Grafton County,

N. H., January 11, 1805, where also his father, Jo-

seph Atwood, was born. The great-grandfather

of our subject, John Atwood, was likewise a native

of New England, of English ancestry. He located

on a farm in Hampstead soon after he attained his

majority, and resided there until his death, after

having reached tiie advanced age of one hundred

years.

The grandfather of our subject was reared in

his native town, and after his marriage located in

Alexander, Grafton County, where he was one of

the pioneers. He secured a tract of heavily tim-

bered Government land, which he cleared and re-

sided upon until 1816, then started for the Terri-

tory of Michigan, making the trip overland with

three horses, a wagon and buggy. The roads be-

ing very liad in Canada, Mr. Atwood 's wagon

broke down, and he was obliged to tarry there for

a time, and as during the winter his horses died,

he had no means of getting out of the country.

The following April he was injured while assisting

in raising a barn, and died about a year later.

Polly Powers was the maiden name of our sub-

ject's grandmother; she departed this life at the

home of her son Patten, fourteen miles from St.

Thomas. The father of our subject was one of a fam-

ily of six children, and was about eleven years of

age when his parents went to Canada, and settled at

Malahide, where they resided for some years. Al-

ter his marriage, he settled on a farm fourteen miles

from St. Thomas, and four years later removed to

Eckford, Middlesex County, where he erected a

gristmill, which he operated until 183'J. lu the

above-named year, the father of (i\ir subject, with

his wife and eight children, came to Illinois,

the journe}' being made with ox-teams, and con-

suming six weeks. Locating in Winnebago County,

the elder Mr. Atwood secured a tract of Govern-

ment land in what is now Harlem Townshii), and

there erected a log house and made his home for a

twelvemonth, when he traded for the place which

is now his home on section 12, Owen Township.

He is the oldest man and the oldest resident of the

al)ove-named township, and is widely and favor-

ably known throughout the county. He is an in-

teresting conversationalist and a great reader, be-

ing thoroughly posted on the Scriptures, making a

practice of reading tlie ISilile through each year.

With his wife, he is a member of the IJapti-st Church,

with which denomination he has been connected

for manj' years. Mr. Atwood was residing in Can-

ada during the Patriot War, lieing at that time en-

gaged in operating a gristmill. Feeling that he

would not make a good British subject, he accord-

ingly came to the United States, and is now one of

the prominent residents of Winnebago Count}'.

February 14, 1826, Bliss Anna Brooks, who was

born near St. Thomas, Canada, March 20, 1808, be-

came the wife of our subject's father. She was the

daughter of William Brooks, a native of New Jer-

sey', and died after sixt^-four years of married life,

July 30, 1890. She reared a family of fourteen chil-

dren, all of whom are now living, the eldest being

in his sixty-fifth year. They are named,respectively:

Sally, Henry, Eliza, Lj-dia, William, Candace,

Anna, Mar^', Josepli, Irena, Patten, Harriet, John

and Philip. One daughter, Susannah, died when

three j'ears of age.

Philip Atwood attended the comumn schools (if

his native town, and resided with his parents until

attaining mature years. His marriage occurred

November 27, 1873, at which time Eliza Anna
Curry became his wife. She was born in the town

of Mosa, Middlesex County, Canada, and was the

daughter of James Curiy, who, as far as is known,

was also a native of that country, where he spent

his entire life in fanning. The maiden name of

tiie mother of Blrs. Atwood was Lydia Siddle;

she was a daughter of Joseph and Elizalieth

(Brooks) Siddle. She now makes her home with
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her daughter, Mrs. Atwoocl. Three children have

been born to our subject and his wife: Willis, Mel-

vin, and Ethridge, deceased. Tliey have a large

circle of friends in their community, and are de-

voted members of the Baiitist Church.

f/^_^ON. ABUAM H. VAN AVIE, a retired

cai)italist residing at No. 1307 South Main

Street, in Rockford, came West in 1845

and located on timber land in the town-

ship of Lyndon, Sheboygan County, Wis. His

resources of iudustrj' and energy were inexhaust-

iljle, but his financial capital was exceedingly

limited, consisting, at the time of his arrival in

Wisconsin, of $5. Among the Indians, and sur-

rounded on every hand by the wild animals of the

forests, he located and commenced to clear a farm,

but six weeks later a heavy blow came to him in

the death of his devoted wife.

Amid hardships innumerable and obstacles

neither few nor small, he worked his way to a

prominent position among the successful farmers

of Sheboygan County. His fellow-citizens called

him to fill various ])Ositions of trust and honor and

he served as a member of the State Legislature. He
was President of the County Agricultural Society,

which he aided in organizing, and which under his

capable management was for years one of the most

successful institutions of the State. He won the

first premium for the best plowing done in the

county and carried off many prizes at the fairs.

In the fall of 1866, Mr. Van Wie sold his inter-

ests in Wiscon.sin and during the spring of the fol-

lowing year came to Rockford, purchasing twenty

acres within the city limits, which he recently sold

at a great advance on the original cost. Since he

located in Winnebago County, he has made consid-

erable money in different ways and is now one of

the most prosperous citizens of the place. He has

served as President, Vice-President and Director

of the Winnebago County Agricultural Society,

and still takes an active interest in its welfare. He
was for a time President of the Burial Ca.se Com-
pany, of Rockford, and has interest as a stockholder

in other institutions, including the watch factory.

While engaging as a farmer in Wisconsin, Mr.

Van Wie was one of the most practical and suc-

cessful agriculturists in the State, and since he has

lieen a resident of Rockford he conducted for a

number of years a garden, in which he raised

choice vegetables. An extensive traveler and a

close observer of men and things, he has gained a

valuable fund of information, and recently re-

turned from an extensive tour through the Rockies,

whither he went in search of health. In his poli-

tical aftiliations, he is a firm Repulilican, and religi-

ously, with his wife, is identified with the Second

Congregational Church.

The ancestors of Mr. Van Wie were originally

from Holland and resided in New York State for

many years. His grandfather, Abraham Van Wie,

passed his entire life in the State of New York,

where he died in his old age, at the home of his

son, Garrett, in Cayuga County, N. Y. The last-

named learned the trade of a shoemaker and

tanner, which he followed in Eastern New York

until he was fifty years old, and then removed to

Cayuga County, the same State. His wife was

formerly Rebecca Haver, and was a native of the

Empire State and a daughter of Abram Haver, who

came of Holland-Dutch stock.

Our subject was born in Ira Township, Cayuga

County, N. Y., April 22, 1816, and was reared and

educated on a farm there, making it his home un-

til he was thirty-two years old. He then removed

to Wisconsin with his wife and child, and two

relatives of his wife, making the trip over-

land and locating in Sheboygan County, Wis.,

where, as above stated, his wife died some few

weeks later. Her maiden name was Lj'dia Osborn

and she was born and reared in Cayuga County,

N. Y. At her decease, she left one child, P^dgar

A., now Secretary and Treasurer of the Rockford

Electric Works. He served four years in the Re-

bellion and afterward married Miss Filura Brady.

The second marriage of Mr. Van Wie took place

in Wisconsin and united him with Miss Minerva

Swarts, of New York State, who came to Rockford

and died here, leaving one child, Mary J., wife of

E. L. Ranney, a ranchman in Landers, Wyo., and

the owner of a fine three hundred-acre farm.

Near Syracuse, N. Y., Mr. Van Wie was united



POETRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1031

in rnarriage with Miss Emily E. Partridge, whose

home was in the Empire State. She is a lady of

many pleasant attributes of character and disposi-

tion, and occupies a high pl.ace in the regard of

tlie people of Rockford. Both Mr. Van Wie and

his wife are benevolent and generous, giving

liberali)- of their means to the promotion of enter-

prises calculated to benefit others and uplift

humanity.

a
HESTER C. RRIGGS. This former promi-

-, nent citizen of Rockford was barn in Dover,
' Vt., September 6, 1817, the son of Calvin

and Lucy (Washburne) Briggs, and died in Rock-

ford .January 24, 1892. In the city of his birth he

grew to manhood, and early in life became inter-

ested in those matters that were of general inter-

est among the people. In his youth he commenced
to fight the licpior traftic, and never afterward

faltered in what he regarded as his duty to man-

kind.

After receiving an excellent education at D.art-

mouth College, from which famous institution he

w.as graduated, Mr. Briggs established and carried

on the Green Mountain Freeman, a paper which did

.an immense good in the cause of anti-slavery, and

which is still in existence, although the cause it

first advocated no longer needs its active help.

In every waj' possible, Mr. Briggs urged the abol-

ishment of slavery, and was a conductor of an

underground railroad for the freeing of slaves,

having charge of one of the leading "depots" in

New England. With his own money, he purchased

one slave, in order that he might secure his free-

dom, and found great ple.asure in afterward re-

counting his thrilling exjieriences in the daj'S of

slavery. Especially w.as he ple.ased to tell how the

man whom he bought out of slavery rose from his

degraded condition to one of honor and inttuenee,

and has for thirtj' years or more been one of the

under clerks in the State Treasur}^ at Boston.

When old age came to him, he was .as enthusiastic

in the cause of temperance as in years gone by he

had been foremost in the cause of anti-slavery, and

he enjoyed the personal friendship of many men

who have been influential factors in creatino a

sentiment among the i)eople against the liquor

traffic. He edited the Burlington {Vt.) Gazette {or

four years, and also edited otliei' papers for some
years.

In Montpelier. Vt., Mr. Briggs was mai-ried to

Miss Emeline M. Peck, an estimable woman who
during their long married life was tlie devoted

companion and cheerful helpmate of her husband.

They became the parents of five children. .lames

and one unnamed died in infancy, and Emma when
a small child. Charles E. married Anna Loree, of

Vinton, Iowa, and makes his home in Rockford,

111.; George S. married Miss Mary Taggart, and

is connected with Waverly it Co., of Rockford.

Mr. and Mrs. Briggs reared an adopted daughtei-,

Lizzie M., who died after her marriage to 1). II.

Ferguson, of Rockford.

In 185.3, Mr. Briggs removed from Vermont tf)

Illinois, where he located in Rockford, .and soon

afterward became President of the firm of Briggs,

Spafford & Penfield, bankers. He continued at

the head of the private bank for ten years, until

the business w.as merged into the Third National

Bank, which is now in operation. Later, Mr. Briggs

became financial manager for the company that

was organized to build twenty-eight miles of the

Kenosha Railroad, of which he was one of the

prominent supporters through the hardships at-

tending the financial crisis of 1857, and until the

road was completed in 1859.

For some years afterward, BIr. Briggs was en-

gaged very extensively as a real-estate dealer, and

was the owner of eight improved farms in the vi-

cinitj- of Rockford, besides much valuable city

property. In his business aflairs he had times of

depression and also of prosperity-, but never Inst

courage, no matter what obstacles opposed his

progress. In 1868, he became connected with the

firm of Briggs, Mead it Skinner, dealers in agricul-

tural implements, and continued in that cap.acity

for several years, the business being conducted under

the name of the Briggs, Enoch & Skinner Manu-
facturing Company, and after Mr. Skinner's death

the firm w.as Briggs & Enoch until 1880, when it

was organized .as a stock comp.any, under tlie name
of the Rockford Plow Company. Mr. Briairs sold
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^s was a Repulilican in politics and a

lerance man liotli in example and jire-
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enmity. Ilis estimable wife, who sur-

lias ,a host of friends in the community,

icli hospitable nature as to win the es-

whom she entertains beneath her voof.
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OIIN RALSTON, who is engaged in general

farming on section 25, Ilarlem Townsliip,

Winnebago County, is of Scottish birth. lie

was born in Kint3're, Argyleshire, Scotland,

in October, 1828, and there his grandfather, John

Ralston, spent his entire life. The father of our

subject, Gavin Ralston, was born in the same

county, and learned the trade of a tailor, but de-

voted the greater part of his time to farming. At
length he determined to try his fortune in America,

and sailed from Greenwich in the spring of 1841,

landing at New York after a voyage of seven

weeks. He came directly to Illinois, locating in

Loone Comity, where he obtained Government

land, hicated in wh;it is now Caledonia Township.

Tliei'c was much land to be oljtained at iii;l.2.5 per

acic, Imt as his means were very limited, lie could

only rent a farm. However, he was very indus-

trious, and with the aid of his sons, in the course

of time he was enabled to enter a tract of Gov-

ernment land and begin farming for himself. He
erected a log cabin which the family occuiiied

some years, but it was afterward replaced by a

more modern and commodious residence. He also

made other good iraproveineuts and at the time of

his death owned a fine farm. His wife, whose

maiden name was Jane Montgomery, was also a

native <_if Argj'leshire, and, like her husband, died

on the old homestead in Boone County. They
were the parents of six children, who grew to ma-

ture years, all sons: Robert, John, Gavin, David,

Alexander and William.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of thirteen

summers when, with his parents, he left the old

home in Scotland and crossed the broad Atlantic

to America. He was reared to manhood in Boone
County, amid the wild scenes of frontier life, and

lessons of industry and ecduomy were instilled

into his mind when a youth. At a very early age,

he began aiding his father in the arduous task of

developing a farm, and the other sons did like-

wise, so that the family prospered, and as soon as

the first farm was paid for, the father purchased

other land and subsequently divided with his .sons.

Mr. Ralston obtained his share of the land, so that

at the time of his marriage he had a home to which

to liring his bride. He now owns and occupies a

good farm (in section 2."), Ilarlem Township, where

well-tilled fields and all the necessary improve-

ments attest the fact that the owner is a man of

thrift and enterprise.

In June, 1858, Mr. Ralston was united in the

holy bonds of matrimony with Miss Jane, daughter

of William and Elizabeth (Andrews) Ralston. The

lady is a native of Argyleshire, .Scotland, and by

her marriage has become the mother of four chil-

dren: Gavin, AVilliam, John and Elizabeth. The

parents and family are all memliers of the Willow

Creek Presbyterian Church. The Ralston hf)use-

hold is the abode of hospitality and its representa-

tives rank high in social circles in this community.

In his business career. Mr. Ralston has met with

excellent success; such as comes to an energetic

and industrious man, and is now numbered among
the sul.istantial farmers of Winnebago County.

—5- ^>^^<-.(gbrl_ -^—

ANn<:L .S. RICHARDS, who is one of the

[lioneeis of Winnebago County of 1838,

is a native of Livingston Count}', N. Y., his

natal day being November 21, 1844. Our

subject is the son of Daniel and Clara (Luch)

Richards, natives of Litchfield, Conn. His grand-

father, Daniel Richards, hailed from England, and,

on coming to the United States when a 3'oung man,

located in Connecticut, where he was married and

reared a family of three sons and two daughters.

He was a patriot in the Revolutionary War, hold-

ing the rank of a commissioned officer.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1033

The father of our subject commanded a com-

|)an3' of militiamen just at the close of the War of

1812, but did not participate in any active en-

gagement. He removed from Connecticut to

Rochester, N. Y., but soon thereafter settled near

Lima, on a farm which is included in the present

site of that cit}-, and on which is located the Lima

Seminary. He lived to attain the age of sixt^'-six

years, and was preceded to the better land by his

wife. They were the parents of nine children,

and Mr. Richards by his union with his second

wife, Mrs. Hannah Cha])raan, became the father of

three children.

Our subject was three years of .age at the death

of his mother, and, being reared on the home farm,

was given a good education in the district schools

which he attended until reaching his sixteenth

}'e.ar. In the town of Wethersfield, Wyoming
County, he w.as married to Matilda Tyler, who
died within six months after her marriage. Mr.

Richards then disposed of his propert}', and, com-

ing to Illinois, made claim to a tr.act of laud on

.Sugar River Bottoms, near Durand. Later, re-

turning to Now York, he was married to Charlotte

Warren, and in 1841 .again took up his abode in

the Prairie State, making his home on the claim

which he had entered in 1838. This he improved

and resided upon for five years, when he removed

to another farm, and later, in compan}' with his

brother, Benjamin F., became interested in the

manufacture of lime. This connection lasted until

1855, when our subject removed from Pecatonica,

where he bought a small tract of land, and con-

tinned in the lime business for the two following

years. At the end of that time, he came to Durand

and engaged in farming, at the s.ame time operat-

ing a threshing-machine in the fall of each year,

which he owned. Mr. Richards has since resided

in Wyoming Count3', with the exception of the

time spent with his children in Iowa.

To our subject and his wife have been born six

children, viz.: Jane, .Tanet, Belle, Dora, Minnie, and

Louisa. In his political relations, he was first a

Democrat, then a Free .Soiler, next a Republican,

and is now a Prohibitionist. He has never been

the incumbent of any public office, preferring to

give his time to his private interests, and even

when elected .Justice of the Peace, refused to qual-

ify. In religious matters, he is a member of the

United Brethren Church, with which body he be-

came connected in 1844, aud has since acted as a

local i)roaclier. He is a well-preserved old gentle-

man, and bears the good-will and respect of all

who know him.

^•{•{••{•{•i ^^^.f,^
^^^^^'^^^l^^^^f

AVID CARLSON. A representative local

enterprise is that of Carlson & Nygren,

contractors, carpenters and l)uilders of

Rockford, where the firm is doing a very

successful business. Our subject was originally

from Kalmar Lan, Smoland Province, Sweden,

born December 15, 1856, and as he grew to man-
hood learned his trade in his native countr3\

While still single, he came to the States and very

soon located in Rockford, where he has won an

enviable reputation as a contractor and Iniilder.

He has erected nian^- of tlie finest buildings in

Rockford, and is a skillful and reliable workman.

He h.as a new residence at No. 709 Second Avenue,

which is one of the many nice Swedish homes in

the cit}', and although oulj^a resident of Rockford

since 1880, he has manj' warm friends. For .about

three years after coming to Rockford, Mr. Carlson

was in the furniture factory, and hater embarked in

the carpenter and contracting business.

He was married in Rockford to Miss Mary A.

Benson, also a native of Sweden, born Februar}'

16, 1866, and who was two years of age when she

was brought by her parents to the United States.

The fruits of this union are two children, Elsie

V. and Roland D. Mr. and Mrs. Carlson are ener-

getic, enterprising young people and are well liked

in the communitj'. Both are members of the Swed-

ish Zion Lutheran Church and he is a Trustee of

the same. In politics, he is identified with the

Republican party. He is a stockholder and Di-

rector in the Excclsor Furniture Company .and a

stockholder in the Rockford Jlanufacturing Com-
pany.

Mr. Carlson 's father, Carl .Johnson, and his step-

mother, Ann (Danielson) .John.son, now reside in

Kalmar Lan, Sweden, and are well along in
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years. The fnthei- is a carpenter and operates a

sawmill in liis native eountr\'. Our subject's

motlior ilied wlien comparatively a young woman.

She was the mother of seven children, of whom our

subject is fourth in order of birth. All are mem-

bers of the Lutheran Swedish Church.

Mrs. Carlson's parents, .Tonas and .Tohanna

(Peterson) Benson, came to Mils country in I.SGS,

and settled in Rockford, where they have a com-

fort.altle home on Sixth Street. The fatlier is sixt3'-

sjx years of age and the mollier is sixty-seven.

The former is a wood mechanic and is now with

the Skandia Plow Comp.any. Both are members

of the Zion Lutheran Churcli. Mrs. Carlson is the

only child born of his union, although her mother,

by a rornuT mai-riage, had three children.

;)ILLIAI\[ F. ACKKRLY (deceased). New
York State has given to AVinneb.ago

County, 111., many estimable citizens, but

she has contributed none more liighl}' respected,

or, for conscientious discharge of duty in every

relation of life, more worthy of respect and esteem

than was the subject of this sketch. He was liorn

in Delaware County', N. Y., on the 12th of

September 1832, and his father, Jonathan Ack-

erlv, was also a native of that count3', and a mill-

wright by trade. The elder Mr. Ackerly was inar-

ried in Delaware Conntj- to Miss Charlotte Free-

man but subsecpiently removed to Allegany County,

N. Y., and thence to Conneaut, Ohio, wliere he

was engaged in agricultural pursuits. There

his first wife died and he was afterwards married

to a Miss Barnes. Later he moved to Battle Creek,

Mich., and here his death occurred, when .seventy-

five j-ears of .age. His widow, who survives him

and who is now quite aged, resides with a daugh-

ter in a town near ]^)radford. Pa. Willi.am

F. Ackerlj- was one of five children, three

daughters and two sons, born to his father's first

union. All but our subject are now living, and

are successful in their different occupations. The

father was a skilled mechanic and a very successful

businessman. In llie spring of 185(5, he came to

Winnebago County and engaged in the lumber

business in Cherrj' Valley. Later he sold out and

purchased two hundred and sixty-two acres of land

in Guilford Township, and this he carried on in

connectiou witli his business as a contractor and

builder. He was possessed of excellent Inisiness

acumen, was well and favorably known .all over

the county, and his death, which occurred on the

22d of May, 1890, was the occasion of universal

sorrow. He selected ,as his companion in life Miss

Adaline M. Alexander, a native of Maryland Town-

ship, Delaware County, N. Y., and their nup-

tials were celebrated in Cattaraugus County' of

that State. Mrs. Ackerly was the daughter of

Nelson and Polly (Bacon) Alexander, the fatlier a

native of New Hampshire and the motlier of Con-

necticut. The father was of Scotch descent. After

maniage Mr. and Mrs. Alexander resided in M.ary-

land for sometime but finally moved to Cattarau-

gus County, N. Y., where Mr. Alexander, in con-

nection with farming, followed the blacksmith

trade. He died April .5, 1892, in his eighty-fifth year.

He had ever been a prominent man in his coimty

and had held man^' of the local oHices. He w.as a

m.an of great intelligence, a great reader, and a

well-informed historian and Bible reader. He was

a Republican in his political views, with Prohibi-

tion proclivities. In his religious views lie favored

the Universalist belief. His wife died November

2, 1887, when seventy-three j'ears of age. She was

a noble woman and had man3r warm friends. Mr.

Ackerly of this notice was also a Universalist in

his religious belief, and was recognized as one of

the county's most esteemed citizens. After his

death Mrs. Ackerly moved to the city of Rockford

and isnow residing at No. 201 South Twelfth Street.

She was reared and educated in Cattaraugus

Count}', N. Y., and is a lady possessed of more

than the ordinary degree of intelligence and judg-

ment. To her marriage were liorn five children: Ella

M., wife <if Selden Turner, who owns and resides

on a fine farm in Guilford Township, F'rederick;

M., married Miss Nellie Adams, .and resides at No.

20.5 South Twelfth Street; Frank F., contr.actor

and builder at Pomeroy, Iowa, married Miss

Katie Blackington, of Iowa; .lessie M. became

the wife of B. E. Brown, a farmer of Guilford

Township; and J. Clark, who is an intelligent
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joiing mecli.inic, resides with his motlier. Mr.

Ackerly, the father of these children, w.as a

Master Mason of Cherry Valley Lodge No.

17.'5 find was a Knight Templar of Rockford Lodge

No. 17. lie took a deep interest in Masonie affairs

and was buried with those honors.

ETER .1. LIL.IEIIOLM, a successful carver,

designer and draughtsman, in the emploj-

of the Rockford Folding Bed Company,

of Rockford, is connected with this nour-

ishing enteiprise, and also with the Union Furni-

tuie Company, as stockholder and Director. lie

w!is horn in Orebro City, Sweden, on the 10th of

April, 1845. Ilis father, .John .Johnson, spent his

entire life in that land, where he followed the oc-

cupations of farming and cabinet-making, being a

skilled mechanic. He passed away at the age of

sixty j^ears. His wife and all the children, with

the exception of our subject, are still residents of

Sweden. Mrs. Johnson is now more than four-

score years of age, and is a member of the Swedisli

Lutheran Church, to which her husband also be-

longed.

Mr. Liljeholm, whose name heads this record, and

whose portrait is shown on the opposite page, is

the only member of his father's familj' who has

liecome a permanent resident of the United States.

The educational .advantages which he received

were those of the common schools. In his native

city he was reared to manhood, and served an

apprenticeship to the trade of cabinet-making,

which he has followed more or less throughout his

entire life. Since coming to this country, he has

also learned the trade of designing. It was in

1870 that he bade good-b3'e to his old home and

crossed the Atlantic. On board the same vessel

on which he sailed was Miss Anna Lindstrom, who
was born and reared in the same locality as our

subject. Soon after their arrival in this county,

they were mariied in Chicago, and the following

year they became residents of this city.

Mrs. Liljeholm is also the onlj^ one of her famih'

residing in America. Her father, Eric Johnson,

was a successful farmer of Sweden, where he

died some 3'ears ago. Ilis wife is also deceascc],

l>ut the children are still living in tin' old home,

and all are members of the Swedish Lutheran

CliiH'cli. The nidtlier was well ailvanced in ycii's

when she died. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Liljeholm have

been born seven children, six of whom are living:

Minnie W., a young lady of about twenty sum-

mers; Ida, a book-keeiier in the emiiloy of (iusl

Lindblade, a grocer of this city; Helma, Alite.

Ilattie .and Wesley, who are still under the ])a-

rental roof.

The parents hold membershi|i with the Swedish

Methodist Church, in which Mr. Liljeholm has

served as Trustee, and in its upbuilding and ad-

vancement they take an active interest. He is also

a warm advocate of temperance principles, .and

votes with the Proiiibition party. Ilis life has

been well and worthily spent, and he has thereby

gained the respect of all with whom he has come

in contact. Since locating in this city, in 1871.

he has been connected with its furniture interests,

and has done some very fine work .as a cabinet-

net m.aker and designer, acquiring a competence

through his industry and good judgment.

>ATE L. COLBY. The Pecatonica News is

a bright and newsy weekly, and has aided

,i^ in no small w.ay in promoting the inter-

ests of the village where it is published. It is a

successful representative of the people of the

place where it is located, and its value in the

community cannot be estimated. Tireless in its

defense of the right, and fearless in its denuncia-

tion of the evils of the age, it has won an envia-

ble reputation among the best people of the county,

and its popularity is proved bj- a constantly in-

creasing subscription list.

The editor and puljlisher of this i)aper was born

in Beloit, Wis., December 20, 1854, the son of

Nathan D. and Sybil W.(Pearse) Colby. The father,

who was born in Emden, Somerset County, Me., Oc-

tober 1, 1810, came west toWisconsin July 12, 1847,

where he followed the trade of a miller for a time,

.and later took contracts for moving buildings. He

lived retired for some time prior to his decease.
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which occurroci .TUI3' 12, 1801. He was a brave

defendei' of his cdiiutrv during times of |)eril;

politieally, was a Reiuililiean, and in flie various

county olHces wliich lie held was distinguislicd for

elliciency and faitlifui disciiarire of duties. He

was one of seven children born to Eben Colbj',

wlio was hi:)rn and married in and was a life-loug

resident of JMaine.

Tlie motlier of our suljject, known in maiden-

hood as Syl)il W. Pease, was born in South Nor-

ridgcwoelc, Me.,Seiitenil)cr 1 1, 1818, and died in Be-

loit, AVis., December 17, 188 1. Her marriage, wliicli

was solemnized in lier native |)lace in 1814, was

blessed hv the birth of live children, four sons and

one daughter. She was a cheerful helpmate to her

liusband, whom she aided in all his enterprises

and cheered with her sj'mpath}'. Obliged for 3^ears

after lier marriage to use the strictest economy in

regulating the household expenses, it was in no

small degree due to her frugality and management

that prosperity afterward rewarded their efforts.

In his youth our subject learned the trade of a

printer in a printing cstablislunentat Beloit, Wis.,

and gained a good education in the schools of his

native city. In 1870, he went to Milwaukee,

where he became a compositor in the office of the

SpDtiiiel, but the following year removed to Davis,

111., and took charge of a newspa)ier there. A
few montlis after locating tliere, he purchased and

removed the plant to Pecatonica, and in partner-

ship witli his l>rother. William A., eslablished the

Neivs. In IHSO, lie l)ought his brother's interest,

and has since conducted tlie jiaper with marked

success.

September 16, 1880, Mi'. Colly was married at

Freeport, 111., to Miss Ella M. Smith, who was

liorn in vStephenson County, this State, the daugh-

ter of Cilliert F. and Helen M. (Shaw) Smith.

They are the [larents of three children, namelj':

Gilbert F., born July 27,1881; Claude A., .Tuly

19,1883 and Smith W.,May 15. 1887. The religious

home of the family is in the iVIethodist Episcopal

Church, and Mr. Colby is a ini'inber of tlie Official

Board. Politically, lie is a Reinililican and has

filled various jiositions of trust, serving as Town-

ship C'lerk for five years, member of the Board C)f

Education and President of the Republican Club.

In his social connections, he is identified with the

A. W. Rawson Lodge, F. & A. M.; the Eureka Camp,

M. W. A., Monitor Garrison No. 19, Knights of

the Globe, and was formerly connected with the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is chief

of the Fire Department, President of the Electric

Light plant, and otherwise identified with one of

the most progressive measures for the uplniilding

of the comm unity.

^ "W. REYNOLDS is numbered among the eai ly

settlers of Rockford. He first came to this

city in 1840, but did nf)t make a ]5erman-

ent location until ten years later. For the past

forty-two years he has been one of the well-known

citizens of Winnebago Countj'. He claims New
York as the State of his nativity and there re-

sided until 1835, when, with his parents, he be-

came a resident of ]\Iichigan. His educational

advantages were limited, but nature iiad endowed

him with a fund of common sense, and by experi-

ence and observation he has made up for the lack

of those privileges of schooling which many re-

ceive. His home for six years was in La Fayette,

Wis., where he went in 1817, and where he served

.as Sheriff. In 1840, he came to Illinois and was

employed in the (ialeiia mines until 18r)0, when

he located permanently in Rockford.

The father of our subject, James Reynolds, as

before stated, brought his famil3' to the West in

1835. He was born near Elmira, N. Y'., and was

descended from a good New England family. He
made farming his life work and was successful in

his undertakings. In 1846, he left Wisconsin and

settled in Dixon, Lee County, 111., where both he

and his wife spent their remaining da3's. The

death of Mr. Reynolds occurred at the age of

seventy-six years, and his wife passed away at

the age of three-score years and ten.

The subject of this sketch was married in Min-

eral Point, AVis., to Miss Esther Grover, a native

of Cattaraugus County, N. Y., who, when a

maiden of seventeen summers, came to Illinois,

and for a short time resided in Winnebago
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Comity. Sho tlion went to the homo of her sister

in Alinernl Point, Wis., wliere slie was aftei'ward

maniecL .She lias been a true and faitiiful help-

mate to her husliand, and their united efforts anil

laliors have brought them a handsome competence.

They now have one of the finest homes on North

Court Street, and over this palatial residence

Mrs. Reynolds presides as a kind hostess, ever

ready to welcome her friends, who are many. In

the family are two children.

On coming to Roekford, Mr. Reynolds cstali-

lished a livery stable and became a buyer and

shipper of horses. His purchases were very large,

and he shipped extensively to the South and

Southwest, especiall}' during the war. lie ran a

large liver_y stable from 18.50 until ISdT, thus ac-

quiring a handsome competence, and while en-

gaged in that business became acquainte<l with

the leading horsemen of the country, many of

whom he j^et numbers among his warm friends. He

is now practicall}' living a retired life, but is yet a

stockholder in manj' of the local enterprises of

the city and is a stockholder and Director in the

Second National Bank. lie has taken an active

interest in all that pertains to the welfare of

Roekford and its upbuilding and has been identi-

fied with its history. His life has been a success-

ful one, and as the result of his industry and per-

severance he has acquired considerable wealth. In

polities, he has long been a Democrat but has

never been an otHee-seeker. His acquaintance

throughout the conimunit}- is extensive and em-

braces the best people.

1J_ ENRY P. KIMBALL. From the date of

llfj) '"'* arrival in Roekford, in June, 1852,

%^ until his death. May 10, 1889, Mr. Kimball

(^) was closely identified with the progress of

this city in various ways and was especiall3' promi-

nent as a horticulturist, having engaged in that

occupation for seventeen j-ears. He was Secretary

of the County Agricultural Societ3', and contri-

buted his ablest efforts to promote its interests, as

well as the good of his fellow-citizens along social,

educational and philanthroiiic lines.

The same fearless independence which over

characterized Mr. Kimball was displayt-d in his

political preferences. He was in no sense of that

word an ofiice-seeker and at one time voted with

the Republicans. He afterwards voted for Horace

Oreelc}' and became a Democrat. He was an up-

right, energetic man, a kind ncighboi-, an inlluen-

tial citizen, and li'uo in c\'ciy relation ul' life. Mr.

Kimliall died jMay 10, iss;), when sixty years

of age.

Although a native of New Hampshire, Mr.

Kimball was reared and educated in Maine and

was a student in Colby University, of Maine,

later graduating from Rochester (N. Y.) Univer-

sity. After completing his education, he became

a teacher and was thus engaged in Maine for sev-

eral years, meeting with success in that i)rofession.

In his j'oung manhood he removed to the West,

and in Winneiiago County was married to Miss

Ellen Haskell, a native of Massachusetts, who w.as

quite j'oung when her parents came to Illinois and

located in Alton. She was nine years old when

they settled in Roekford in IS.'IM, and since that

time she has made her honu! in this city. There

are few citizens of Roekford who are not ac-

quainted with her personally, or at least familiar

with her name, for her long life here has made

her well known, and lier kindness of heart has

won for her the respect of all.

The father of Mrs. Kimball was Dr. George

Haskell, one of the first physici.ans of Roekford

and a leader in every measure which was calcu-

lated for the benefit of the place. On .account of

ill health, he was compelled to relinquish his prac-

tice a few years after he came to this city, and

afterward led an out-of-door life as much as pos-

sible. He was employed in different ways but de-

voted much of his time to horticulture and was a

loving student of nature. His sympathj' was

given in behalf of progress and advancement, and

his life was one of uprightness and honor.

In his native State, Dr. Haskell was married to

Miss Eunice Edwards, who was born and reared

in Acton, Mass., not far from the old town of

Concord. She labored to assist her liusban<l,

whose faithful helpmate she remained until his

death, since which time she has made her home
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with her daughter, Mrs. Kimball. She has at-

tained to the age of cight\--eight (18',(2) years,

but retains full possession of her mental faculties

and is hale and heart)-. Religiously, she is a mem-
lier of the Christian Union Church of this city.

The lieautiful home of Mrs. Kimball, where slie

resides with her mother and son. is located at No.

305 Fisher Avenue and, both within and without,

is one of the most attractive aliodes in the city.

Since the death of her husband, Mrs. Kimball has

assumed charge of his business affairs, which she

conducts with judgment and success. vShe is the

mother of three sons, namely: Dr. Frank H., of

whom sec biography elsewhere in this volume;

AV^illis M., Alderm.an representing the Fourth

Wai'dand Teller in the Second National Bank, and

Carl C, who is still with his mother and is highly

educated. Willis married jNIiss Isa Mears and

resides in a beautiful place at No. 307 Fisher

Avenue.

—^^^-^

\t? ORENZC) L. BUNT, D. S., is engaged in the

I
((g)

practice of dentistry on East State Street in

|'^\ Rockford, .and has prosecuted his profession

in this city since the spring of 1877. He was as-

sociated with Dr. E. .1. .Tolmson, one of the oldest

dentists of the city, until October, 1879, when ho

opened an oHico of his own at No. 418 East State

His rooms ai'e ple.asant, attractive and well ar-

ranged, and his work is satisfactory, as is proven

by the liberal patronage he receives. He is a close

student of his profession and keeps abreast with

all its discoveries and improvements.

Dr. Bunt was l>orn in the town of Wriglit, Scho-

harie County, N. Y., Ai)ril 7, 18,")1, and is a son of

George Bunt, who was born in the .same county, of

German parentage. He grew to manhood upon a

farm and followed that occupation until bo came
to Illinois in 1853, when our subject was only two

years old. He then turned his attention to the

carpenter's trade, at which he worked until liis

death in Rockford, in 1887, at the age of sixty-five

years. He was of a quiet an<l retiring disposition,

but a wortliy oiti/.on .-uid upriglit man who bad

man}- friends throughout the community. His

widow is still living and makes her home with the

Doctor. Her maiden name was Sarah A. Nashold,

and she too w.as born in Schoharie County, of Ger-

man lineage. She is a member of tlie Methodist

Church, to which Mr. Bunt also belonged. They

were the parents of three children: Anson, a packer

and shipper for the .Tohn Barnes Manufacturing

Company, of this city. He married Lizzie Carpen-

ter, and they have one child. Frank. The sister.

Delta, is the wife of W. A. McCaenmond, a prom-

inent portrait painter of Chicago, by whom she

Irii one son, Milfoi'd.

Gur subject is the eldest of the three children.

Almost his entire life has been spent in this city,

where he was reared to manhood and acquired his

primary education. He afterward entered the

Michigan State University at Ann Arbor in the

fall of 1873, completing his studies in 1874. He

fitted himself for the practice of his chf)sen pro-

fession with Dr. M. H. Knapp. of Adrian, INIich.,

now a prominent dentist of .lackson, that State.

He then came to Rockford and o[)enod an otiice .as

before stated.

Dr. Bunt was married in tliis city to Miss Min-

nie .lohnson, a native of Elmira, N. Y., who w.as

reared by Dr. E. .7. Johnson, of Rockford. She is

a lady of many excellencies of character, held in

high esteem by all who know her. They have two

children : C. Leta, a daughter of twelve summers,

and George L., a lad of four years.

The Doctor and his wife are members of the Cen-

tennial Methodist Church. They have a pleasant

home at No. 20G North Fifth Street and are held in

high regard by a large circle of friends and acquaint-

ances. The Doctor is a member of Rockford

Lodge No. 102, A. F. ,t A. M.; Winnebago Chap-

ter No. 21. R. A. M.; Adrian Commandery No.

21, K. T., and Oriental Consistory No. 1, of C'hi-

cago. Both he and his wife are past ofHcers of the

Eastern Star Ordei', and he is a past ollicer in So-

cial Lodge No. 1 1(1, I. (). (). F.; Rockford Encamp-

ment No. 41; Eureka Canton, No. 6; P.atriarch

Militant and Anclior Rebecca Degree Lodge, No.

SI. Ho is also a member and has been presiding

ollicer of the Ancient Order of United Workmen;
is a past ollicer of the Knights of Honor, past

ollicer of the Sons of America, .and is a charter
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member of tlie first order in this State, Camj)

Washington No. (Jl. He has taken much inter-

est in civic societies and is an honored mem-
ber in the various organizations to which lie be-

longs. He also holds mcraberslii|i ivitli the Dental

Association of Northern Illinois.

'41 IV-ILLIAM K. MILLAKD. This worlliy and

\/\/// honorable gentleman, who is engaged in

W^ general farming on section 35, Le Roy
Township, Boone County, makes a specialty of the

daily business. He was born in Columbia County,

Pa., July 1, 1813, and is a son of Reese Millard,

a native of Berks County, Pa. The father was a

farmer, and removed to Columbia County when a

j'outh with his parents.

The grandfather of our subject, .Joseph Millard,

was a miller b^' trade, and superintended the op-

erations of his father's gristmill near Reading, Pa.,

where he was born. lie was a Quaker, and never

went beyond the boundaries of the Keystone State.

The maiden name of his wife was Plicebe John,

and to them were born a family of two sons and

one daughter. The grandmother died when about

sixty years of age, but her husband lived to attain

his ninetieth year.

Reese Millard was married to Catherine, daugh-

ter of William Rittenhouse, who was a native of

the same place where his birth occurred. To them

were granted a fainil}' of seven children, all of

whom, with one exception, grew to mature years,

uainel}': William R., our subject; Joseph P, who
died in March, 1889, in Kalamazoo, Mich., when
about seventy-four years of age; Pha'be (second),

Anna R., Rebecca and Catherine. Phrebe, the first-

born, died in her third year.

The original of this sketch and of the portrait

found on the opposite l^age was reared on a farm,

and started out to do for himself when twenty

years of age. In 1832, he came overland to Mich-

igan, but on the death of his father he returned

home and remained until 1838. In the meantime,

he had married Mary IMoore, a native of Luzerne

County, Pa., and in the fall of 1838 the young
couple came to Illinois, stopping in Dixon until

the spring of 1841. On locating in this couiity,

Mr. Millartl inirchased eighty acres of (iovcriiiueut

land, and within a few years was aljle to .idd In

his estate until he had two huiuhed and forty

acres. He comes of a veiy wealthy family, and has

made a success of his calling as an agriculturist.

To Mr. and Mrs. Millard were born six children,

all of whom are living, namely: Frances Cather-

ine, now Mrs. Philip Stall, of Le Roy; Dorcas Eliz-

abeth, who married D. II. Jones; Susan, the wife

of Thomas Robins, a fanner in Le Roy; Claiiiula

R., Mrs. Hiram Day, of Caledonia; Emiiior K., who
married Hattie Livermore,of New York, and Mary
M., Mrs. C. B. Winkapaugh. The wife and inotlier

departed this life March 2, 1891, when neavlv

eighty-four years of age.

Our subject has served his fellow-citizens in

many positions of trust and responsibility, and is

well and favorably known throughout his com-
munity. He is a member of the Methodist Kjiis-

copal Church, to which his wife alst) belonged,

and in which body they were active workers. In

politics, he always votes with the Republican party.

He visited his old home in Pennsylvania in the

fall of 1891, spending some weeks with his two
surviving sisters. He is one of the leading agri-

culturists of Boone County, a public-spirited and
enterprising man, and warmly interested in the

movement of pulilic affairs and the progress of all

good measures.

wns and opeiates

one hundred and twenty-seven acres of

land in Cherry \'alley Township and is

numbered among the early settlers of Winnebago
County. He came here m the spring of 1852, and
has since been identified with its history, has aided

in its development and has watched with interest

its growth and progress. The pioneers certainly

deserve much credit and as one of them our sub-

ject should be mentioned in this vohimc.

Mr. Stigman was a native of Germany. He was
born about ninety miles from Bremen in 1828,

and is a son of Henry and Christina (Colemeyer)

Stigman. His mother died when he was but an
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infant and Iiis father died during his childhood.

Our sul.ijecl had liul uue linitlier and lie died

_young. Christian then wunt iv live with a ma-

ternal uncle and in the usual manner of farmer

lads was reared to manlujod. On attaining his

majority, in accordance with the laws of the coun-

try, he entered the service, and for three years was

in the army, serving as a private. The year suc-

ceeding his dismissal was spent in his native land,

aftei' which he emigrated to America, in the spring

of 1852. He was accompanied by his wife and

daughter, having lieen married at the age of

twenty-one to Miss Caroline Kortie. After locat-

ing in this count}', ]\Ir. Stigman worked u|)()n the

construction of a railroad at *1.U(I per day.

Like most of his ctmntrymen, he came to America

empty-handed and has since acciuired all of his

property.

In I (S,')l, cholera was eiiidemic and his wife fell a

victim to tiie terrilile scourge. .Slie, with four

others of the Kortie family, died within two

weeks. Mr. Stigman was also attacked and his

life was des|iaired of, but through good nurs-

ing and a slning coiistilution he recovered. He

has since been a second time married, this union

being with Christiana Possmeyer, of Germany,

daughter of Henry and Augusta (Brown) Po.ss-

ineyer. Her parents spent their entire lives in

the Fatherland, the former dying in lS(iC, at the

age of sixty-one, and tlie mother dying in IHCm,

at the same age. Their family numbered two sons

and three daugliters, but only two are now living:

the wife of our subject, and William, who is living

in Germany at the age of fifty-eight years. I'lito

Mr. and Mrs. .Stigman have been born eight chil-

dren, four sons and four daughters, but two are

now deceased: Frank, who died in llSTl at the

age of thirteen years, and L(.iuis, who died in 1.S8U

at the age of two and a half. The living are

Anna ; Julia, wife of Fred Hay, of Kockford ; Lot-

tie, Edward, Charles and Lillie.

Some lime after locating in this counts', Blr.

Stigman in comi>auy with his two brothers-in-law

purchased ninety acres of land and his third

formed the nucleus of iiis present goo<l farm of

one hundred and twenty-seven acres. This land

was mostly covered witli timber which he himself

cleared away, and then developed rich and fertile

fields which now yield to him a good income. He

has been verj' successful in his labors and the able

assistance of his estimable wife has also been an

important factor in his success. Tiiey are Luth-

erans in religious belief, and Mr. Stigman generally

votes with the Repulilican party Init has never

taken an active part in [Jolitical affairs.

^OHN CLARK, who follows general farming

on section 31, Cherry ^'alley Township,

Winnebago County, first opened his eyes
'' to the light of day in Scotland, in 1828.

He is one of a family of eight sons and three

daughters, the parents being Samuel and Mar-

garet (Templeton) Clark. His father followed

farming ivpon rented land and died in Scotland at

the age of seventy-eight years, his wife jiassing

away at the age of sixty-five years.

Under the parental roof our subject was reared

to manhood, no event of special importance occur-

ring during his childhood da3'S. He came to this

country in August, 1851, when twenty-three j'ears

of age, and in the vicinity of Cincinnati, Ohio,

followed the occupation of farming upon rented

land for some twenty years. As a companion and

a helpmate on life's journey', he chose Miss Cath-

eiino Allison, a native of Scotland, and a daughter

of James and Janet (Greenlees) "Allison. Their

union was celebrated in August, 1855, and has

been blessed with a family of ten children, two

sons and eight daughters : James ; Margaret, wife

of Isaac Turrell, Principal of one of the schools of

Cincinnati, Ohio ;
.Samuel ; Jessie, wife of Hugh

McEvoy, of Dallas, Tex.; Catherine, who is engaged

in teaching in Dallas ; Flora, wife of Abram Davis,

a farmer ; Agnes, Mary, Mattie and Ella. The

family circle still remains nnliroken, although

some have left the parental roof, and there are

also sixteen grandchildi en. Of the two sons, one

is a farmer in McPherson County, Kan., and the

other is engaged in the real-estate business in

Canton, Kan.

It was in tiie autumn of 1871 that Mr. Clark re-

moved with his family to Illinois, coming through
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Cliicago at the time the great fire was raging in

that cit}'. He settled in AVinnebago County,

purciiasing a farm of one liuudred and twenty

acres at $24 per acre, and to this lie lias since added

until now two hundred acres of valuable land pay

tribute to his care and cultivation. He has laid

eigiit hundred rods of tiling upon the place, has

erected a good residence and large barns and is

recognized as one of the successful agriculturists of

this county. He deserves all the more credit in that

his prosperity is due entirely to his own efforts.

In politics, he is a Democrat, and himself and wife

are members of the Presbyterian Church. During

tlie twenty years of their residence in this county

they have made many friends and are well and

favorably known in this community.

4"J'4**i*r-

)RANCI8 RUTGER was born in the Palatin-

ate of Bavaria, Germany, in 1829. After

receiving a common-school education, he

chose teaching as his profession, and prepared

himself for the work at Spiers on the Rhine. The

troubles of 1848-49, in which he took part on the

liberal side, compelled him to seek a home in

another country, and he came to America in 1849.

"When the great Rebellion broke out, be enlisted in

the Twelfth Illinois Infantry as a private in Com-
pany K. AVith his regiment he took part in the

battle and siege of Ft. Donelson, and the battle

of vShilob, where he was wounded. His first pro-

motion was to Second Lieutenant, and in the

spring of 1863 he was promoted to be First Lieuten-

ant for meritorious services rendered at Ft. Don-

elson and Pittsburg Landing.

In January, 1864, the regiment re-enlisted, and

its members returned to their homes to recruit. In

March of the same year, Lieut. Rutger was detailed

as Acting Adjutant of the regiment, which duties

he performed at the f)pening of the Georgia cam-

paign, taking part in all the engagements in

which the Second Brigade and Second Division

(to which the Twelfth belonged) participated.

Among the number were the battles of Snake

Creek Valley, Resaca, Altoona,Kenesaw Mountain,

Nickajack Creek, Atlanta, and the heroic defense

of Altoona Pass. While the regiment was sta-

tioned at Rome, Ga., in October, 1864, Lieut. Rut-

ger was honorably mustered out, and returned to

his home in Belvidere in very •[ioor health. His

death occurred April 15, 1878.

The lady to whom our subject was inarrieil in

1871 was Miss Marj' Case, a niece of .b.ilni Case.

This gentleman settled in Boone County as carU-

as 1846, having been a resident of Skanculeles.

N. Y., until the Western fever seized liiui. He sold

bis effects, with the exception of a few articles,

which he put within a large closed coach, and

made the journey to Chicago in that vehitle, to

which be hitched a fine span of horses. Upon
reaching Chicago, be started out in search of a de-

sirable location, and, entering Boone County just

across the DeKalb County line, in tlie town cif

Spring, stopped at a log bouse whivb some
" squatter " claimed. He lioiight his interest in

the place, then returned to Chicago, where be

made a purchase of Government land. Afterward

he made several trips for the purpose of entering

land, the deeds to which were mostly given under

the administration of .James K. Polk.

Upon the farm where he lirst located, .Tobn

Case made his home until 1867, when he moved

into a house be bad purchased in Gilman's Addi-

tion to Belvidere. In January, 1868, be passed

from earth at the age of eighty-four years, and bis

remains were laid to rest in the pleasant cemetery

at Blood's Point, where be bad expressed a desire

to be buried. He vvas one of four iirothers, the

others being William, Ezekiel and Seth .The Last-

named, who was the father of Mrs. Rutger, was

born in Massachusetts in 1800, and was of English

descent. In 1834, with bis famil}', be removed

from the Bay State to Ohio, where he purch.ased a

tract of timber land two miles from Elyria, Lorain

County. Twelve 3'ears later, be went to Geauga

County, and purchased land in Iluntsburg, where

he resided until 1848. At that time be removed

to Michigan, where be bought a comfortable home

in Clinton, Lenawee County. There he was be-

reaved by the death of bis wife (whose maiden

name was Mary Miller), and afterward spent his

time in visiting his children, bis death occurring

at the home of Mrs. Rutger.
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At tlic time of the removal to Ohio, Mrs. Rut-

ger was quite young, and her early education was

gained in the schools of Lorain County. Later,

she attended the village school at Clinton, Mich.,

and subsequently was a student in the Westfleld

(Mass.) Atadem3'. After completing her educa-

tion, siie began to teach, and was thus engaged

until coming to Boone County to reside with her

uncle. After his decease, she returned to Massa-

chusetts, where she was married. She is connected

with the Woman's Christian Temperance Union.

\i;SAIAH IIIGHBARGKR is numbered among

the industrious, thrifty members of the farm-

ing community of Seward Township, Winne-

bago County', wliere he has an excellent farm that

is under good tillage, is provided with comfortable

buildings and yields a good income. Mr. Lligh-

barger makes a siiecialty of breeding Short-horn

cattle and has several pedigreed animals. He lias

been thus engaged for over twenty years an<l is so

managing affairs that he is making a linancial suc-

cess of this branch of far:ning.

The birth of our subject took jilace in Shorts-

burg, AVashingtfin County, Md., August 10, 1835.

He is the son of David and Leah Ilighbarger, also

natives of Maryland, who emigrated to Ogle

County, this State, in 1845; the father died on the

old farm, and the mother, surviving him many
years, passed away when eighty years of age. The

maternal grandparents of our subject lived and

died in Penns3rlvania, while on the paternal side

of the houses he is of Welsh and German descent.

He of whom we write when twenty-one years of

age left the old home and engaged to break prairie

liy tlie month. Establishing a home of his own,

he was married, in Eebruary, 1855, to Miss Eliza-

beth, daughter of Henry and Mary Rhinehart, na-

tives of the Keystone State, but who came hither

from Maryland in 1816. Mr. Rhinehart was a

Captain in the War of 1812 and drew a pension

from the Government. His father, Henry Rhine-

hart, departed this life in Washington County,

Md. Blrs. Highbarger had two brothers wlio par-

ticipated in the late war.

The seven children who comprise the family

of our suliject and his wife bear the respective

names of William E., Frances M., Martha, David

H., Ann E., Mary E. and LeMina. Mr. Ilighbarger

when taking up his present farm of two hundred

acres from the Government had only S25 to pay

for the propert}'. He borrowed the balance of the

money and bought soldiers' warrants, with which

he was enabled to get his land at seventy-five cents

|)er acre.

A Re(niblican in politics, our subject cast his fii'st

vote for Zacliary Taylor. With his wife, he is a

member of the Presbyterian Church, in which body

he has been a Trustee ever since its organization

in his neighborhood. He has been successful in

worldly affairs .and in gaining the esteem of his

fellow-men, to whom his honesty and kindliness

are well known.

^^

^ETER G. BOWMAN, a shipping clerk and

one of the stockholders of the Forest City

Knitting Company, was born in Sweden,

January 6, 1838, and is a son of Andrew
Peterson, who with his family crossed the Atlantic

to America in 1852. They sailed from Gottenburg

on the ]9th ot April and landed in New York the

30th of Ma.y. They came at once to St. Charles,

111., and there the father died at the age of fortj-

live years, only a few months after his arrival.

His wife afterwards married a Mr. Bowman, a

Swedish gentleman, who died while in the service

during the War of the Rebellion. She then mar-

ried Robert Welton, who is now deceased, and at

this writing makes her home with her daughter,

Mrs. Long, of Rockford. Although now eighty

years of age slie is very well preserved.

On coming to the United States, our subject set-

tled in Kane County, 111., where he resided for

some time. He first came to Rockford in 1865, but

subsequently removed to Chicago, where he en-

gaged in the grocery business until 1885. He then

returned to Rockford and for some time was con-

nected with Mr. Munthe in the real-estate business

and 3-et owns an interest in an addition. He is

now shipping clerk for the Forest City Knitting
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Company, with which he has been connected since

its organization and is also one of the stockholders.

AVhile residing iii Chicago, Mr. Bowman was

united in marriage with Miss Sophia Floren, who

was horn and reared in the same province in

Sweden as her husband. Wlien a young lad3',she

crossed the broad Atlantic to America and made her

home in Chicago until after marriage. She has

been a true wife and helpmate to INIr. Bowman and

by her efforts has aided him materially. Tliey have

two children, a son and daughter: Robert G.. an

cnteri)rising young man, employed in the works of

the Nelson Knitting Company; and Anna who is

still at home. The famil3' have a pleasant home,

which is the old S\lvester Scott property on the

east bank of Rock River. The household is the

abode of hospitality and the members of the family

rank high in the social circles in which they move.

Mr. Bowman may well be called a self-made man

for whatever success he has achieved in life is due

entirely to his own efforts. By liis industry and

enterprise he has worked liisw.ay upward and has

acquired a good projierty.

'\ll OIIN NELSON was one of the most promi-

nent citizens of Winnebago County. No
man ever resided in Rockford tliat left

behind him a memory more revered than

that of our subject, and this work would be incom-

plete without his sketch and the accompan^'ing

portrait. He was born in "West Gothland, Sweden,

April 5, 1830, and at a very early age became a

spinning-wheel maker. His father had died when

our subject was quite young. His mother was left

a poor widow, but she was a woman exceedingly

intelligent, and possessed of much natural ability

to penetrate the deep raj'steries of complicated ma-

chinery, and this trait was inherited by her son.

When twentj--two j'ears of age, John Nelson

liade good-bye to his old home, and crossed the

Atlantic from Gottenburg, arriving in New York

City after a voyage of six weeks. He at once

came Westward, and made his first home in St.

Charles, TIL While thei-e, he married an intelligent,

pleasant and a tractive yoinig lady who had come

47

over in the same ship with him Their friendly

acquaintance formed on the vessel rii)encd into

love, and on the Itli of November, 1S">L .lulm

Nelson and Eva Christina Peterson were niarricd.

She was born in West Gothland, Sweden, Ma}- (!,

1834, and is a sister of INIrs. Andrew Long, of this

city.

Our sulijcct came to liockfcird in 1 s,"i2. and for

a time was a designer and [)attern and niddcl

maker. He did Itusincss in connection with Mr.

Ghent, and later was in partnership with A. C.

Johnson and Gust Ilollem in the sash and dour

manufacturing business. After the war, l\[r. Nelsun

was induced to go South, and in conneclion with

Gustaf Burgland. of Water Valley, Miss., began

business at that place, Vmt, not liking the people or

the climate, he soon returned to Rockford. 1 1 is

active brain, during all these years, was working

out the plan of one of the most intricate machines

that has ever been invented, the Nelson Knitting

Machine, which has entirel}' revolutionized the

knitting of hosiery. The machinery is so complete

that hose are now made at about two cents per

dozen pair. Just about the time he had completed

his great discovery, he was called from this life,

dying Aiiril 15, 1883. His death was mourned by

all who knew him, for he was not only a great in-

ventor, but was a most worth}- citizen and honora-

ble man. His concentration of thought was such

that he found it almost impossible to sleep at

night, and so his constitution, never ver}- strong,

was undermined. He was a natural born mechanic,

and from his early boyhood his mind was filled

with ideas that gave promise of the rich fulfill-

ment of his mature years. His life was spent

as that of a true Christian, and we feel safe in say-

ing that no death was more deeply regretted in

Rockford than that of our subject's.

Mrs. Nelson still survives her husband. She

was ever a true helpmate to him and a faithful

and loving wife. Since his death, with the aid of

her children, she has developed a splendid busi-

ness from that started b}' her husband, and the

success of the machine is indicated by the follow-

ing incident: After President Grant had made his

tour around the world, he came to Rockford and

visited the shops of the Nelson Knitting Com-



1050 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRArHICAL RECORD.

pany. After looking over the machinery and see-

ing the wonderful work, he lioklly declared that

after all his tour of the great world, including a

visit to the large cities and factories, he had never

seen anytliing to equal this. Then picking \\[> a

jiair of tiie hose as llicy dropi)ed from the machine,

he walked away.

The Nelson family once numl)cred seven chil-

dren, but two are now deceased. Alfred, who died

at the age of thirty-three years, inherited his

father's genius, and invented some necessary im-

provements, esjieciall)- that for widening the leg

of the hose as it is being knitted. He was

known as a wortliy and most promising young

man. He left a wife of a year, who is now living

in Colorado. Fritz died in childhood; William

and Oscar are represented elsewhere in this work.

Fritz is associated with his brothers in many of the

enterjn'ises with which the Nelson b03'S are con-

nected, and John is a promising young man, also

interested in business. Anna C, who completes

the family, is an intelligent and entertaining

3'ouug lady residing with her mother. What the

Nelson family has done for Rockf. rd cannot be

estimated, for they have set in motion business in-

dustries whose good effect can only be measured

by time.

C

\f| OHN HUTCHINS, who is now living a re-

I tired life at No. 308 North Third Street,

^ has been a resident of Rockford since 1855.

v^^ He w.as born on the Isle of Man in January,

1838, and is a son of Charles Ilutchius, who was

also lioru on the Isle of Jl.an, as was the grandfa-

ther, Isaac Ilutcliins. Tlie latter there spent his

entire life as a flslierman and farmer. The former

is the onl}' .surviving child of his parents. He grew

to manhood on his native isle and followed the

business of cabinet-making and carpentering for

many years. He is now eighty-six years of age

but is still hale and hearty. He is over six feet in

height and portly, and the infirmities of age rest

lightly upon him. His wife is eightv-four years of

age. In her maidenhood she was Jane Callin, and

was also born on the Isle of Man. Both Mr. and

Mrs. Ilutcliins are members of the Methodist

Church. Their family numbered six children, one

of whom died in Africa of the African fever. The

others are still living.

In his native land our subject acquired a com-

mon-school education and there remained until

seventeen jearsof age, when he determined to try

his fortune in the New World. He crossed the

broad Atlantic in 1855, being the first of the family

to come to the United States. Making his first lo-

cation in Rockford, lie here served .an apprentice-

ship to the blacksmith's trade under Mr. Jockings,

for whom he afterward worked one year, and then

established a sinith3- at No. 510 East State Street,

at the head of Kishwaukee Street. After two j'ears

he removed his shop and built the large brick

block on East State Street, 44x84 feet. He has

been very successful in his business career, and in

connection with his trade lias become a stockholder

in the Rockford Burial Case Company and also in

the Rockford Watch Case Company.

In Guilford Township, Mr. Ilutcliins was united

in marriage with Bliss Hannah Black, who was

born in Palermo, Canada, April 5, 1843, and there

resided until eighteen years of age, when she came

to Illinois, locating in Guilford Township. She is

a daughter of Ales and Orpha (Smith) Black, the

former a native of New Brunswick and the latter

of Canada. The}' were married in Palermo, Canada,

and afterward came to Illinois, locating on a good

farm in Guilford Township, which they made their

home for some time and then removed to Rock-

ford, where they spent their last days in retirement.

Mr. Black died in 1883, when past the age of

sevent}' years, and Blrs. Black died in 1887, at the

age of seventy-seven years. They were members

of the Methodist Church. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Ilutehins have been born three children, but one

died in infancy'. Daniel, who graduated from the

High School of Rockford, is now studying sten-

ography and type-writing in a business college; and

Charles, also a graduate of the High School, is pur-

suing a course of study in the Rockford Business

College.

The parents of this family hold membership in

the Methodist Church and give liberally to its
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support. TI1C3' are well-known people in this com-

iiuinily, and are held in high regard by their many
friends and aeipuvintanees. Mr. Ilutchins has led

a liusy and useful life and is now enjoying the

fruits of his former labor.

m^m^^^mm^m^
ETER FLEMING was born in Washington

County, Ohio, December 25, 1817. His

parents were Jesse and Eleanor (Collins)

Fleming and his paternal grandmother,

who came from Ireland to this country, died in

the above-named county and State when eight}'

years of age. The father of our subject, it is

thought, was also a native of the Buckeye State,

where he carried on farming and departed this life

in his seventy-eighth year. His mother was born

near Baltimore, Md., and died on the old homestead

in Ohio when seventy-two 3'ears of age. The par-

ents were old pioneers of Ohio, and were higlilj'

respected throughout their communit}' as people

whose principles, intelligence, and haliits afforded

a worth}' example to those about them.

He of whom we write assisted his father in carry-

ing on the farm until fifteen years of age when he

went to Newport, Ohio, and for two months was

engaged in working out on farms. He tlien learned

the cooper's trade which he i)rosecuted until his

marriage, September 23, 1811, at which time Miss

Betsey A. Lackey became his wife. Mrs. Fleming

was born December 21, 1814, in Swantou, Franklin

County, Vt., and was the daughter of Isaac and

Hannah (Wright) Lacke}-. Her father was a native

of Connecticut and spent his last days in Ohio, his

death occurring at the advanced age of uinetj'-two

years. The mother hailed from Massachusetts and

also departed this life in Ohio, when in her seven-

ty-eighth year. The Wright fam ily were of Eng-

lish descent and were generally well- to-do farmers.

Isaac Lackey was a patriot in the War of 1812.

Mrs. Fleming is a descendant of the celebrated

Peabody family, and on both sides of the house

our subject comes of people who were noted for

their longevity.

After his marriage our subject came to Durand,

this county, and purchased land upon which he

resided until February, 1891. At that time he sold

out and bought his [iresent home in IVcatonica

village, where he ranks among the intelligent ami

progressive citizens. Mr. Fleming politicallj' suii-

ported the principles of the Democratic party, as

likewise did his father, but otherwise devoted his

time and attention to his private affairs. He cast

his first vote for President Polk.

Mr. and Mrs. Fleming have had liorn to them eight

children and adopted a son, Charlie Hill, who went

to California and died at the age of twentj'-two

years. The eldest daughter, Adelaide, was born

December 18, 1842, and is now Mrs. Edmund Der-

went, .Jr., and has two children: IMarietta, who was

born January 23, 1845, married Charles Redding-

ton and is the mother of two sons and two daugh-

ters; Annette, whose l)irth occurred ^lay 29, 1848,

became the wife of II. IJ. Farewell, and iiad born

to her two children, one of whom is deceased;

Delight, who was born October 3, I.s I :i, married

John Frederick who died in < )akland, Cal., when

forty-three years of age, leaving two sons; Alice,

now Mrs. .John C. Ross, was born August (J. 1851,

and is the mother of two sons and two daugh-

ters. The remaining children of the family died

when j'ouug. They have all been given good edu-

cations in the Rockford and Pecatcmiea schools and

with one exception have been school teachers.

The family is now living retired in the village,

where they have a pleasant and altiactivc home

and are respected and useful members of the com-

munity.

^ORMAN Jl'DD. This old pioneer of AVin-

nebago County was born March 4, 1.S28. in

Sandusky County, Ohio, and was the son

of Jasen and Rebecca (Shaw) Judd, natives of the

Empire State. The family moved to Ohio, where

the}' resided until 1839, at which time they came

to this county and located on a claim in Durand

Township. The father disposed of the property a

year later and took up another claim on section 23,

which was his home at the time of his decease in

1863.

Mr. and Jlrs. Jasen Judd had a family of six
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children: Nancy, Maria, Nelson, Norman, Laura

and Enieline. Our subject was reared on the home

farm and attended the district schools of that

early day. He remained with his parents until at-

taining his majority, and on starting out in life

for himself purchased forty acres of land, upon

which he erected good buildings and made other

modern improvements. Three jears later, he re-

moved to anotlier farm, on which he resided for

the following fourteen years. In the spring of

1883, he moved to the village of Durand and built

the pleasant home which he now occupies. He is

the owner of considerable farm lands, having in

Clay Count}', Iowa, a tract of one hundred and

fort3'-three acres.

Norman Judd and Miss Sarah B. Miller were

united in marriage, August 14, 1856. The lady

was born in Franklin County, Pa., September 23,

1829, and departed this life October 12, 1859, leav-

ing one daughter and one son: Ellen L., who was

born July 17, 1857, died October 3, 1885, after

having become the wife of Andy Golle}', of Rock-

ford, III., and they had one child, Ella J.; Ansel

Norman, the son, was born August 31, 1858, and

died in infancy.

The lady whom our subject chose for his second

wife was Mrs. Harriet L. Hart, wee EI3'. Their

marriage was celebrated December 21, 1800. Mrs.

.Tudd was the daughter of Elisha and Charlotte

(Chapman) Ely, natives of Connecticut; her birth

occurred in Westbrook, that State, April 5, 1830.

Her father removed to Madison County, N. Y., in

1835, the mother having died in Connecticut two

years previously. Mr. Ely then married a sister of

his first wife, Miss Electa Ann Chapman, and died in

Madison County, in September, 1863. By his first

union were born three children: Harriet L., Henr}',

and one who died in infancy. Of his second un-

ion five children were born: Henr\' E., a soldier

during the late war in a New York regiment, died

in the service; Charlotte M., Mrs. A. E. Van Tassel;

Fannie E., who married David Bebee; Frederick A.,

a resident of Oregon City, and George C, who also

makes his home in that place.

Mrs. .Tudd, while residing in New York, was

married to L. D. Hart in 1851, by whom she became

the mother of one daughter, Frances C, now the

wife of Charles Crain, of Stockton, Kan. Mr. and

Mrs. Crain have eight children: IMay Bell, George

C, Bertha M., Ilattie, John, Lottie, Nora and Nor-

man. The only daughter born to our subject and

his wife was Isaliel J., who was born September 26,

18()1; she was married to Frank Sheik, and died

April 1, 1881.

Our subject for four jears was a successful shoe

merchant in Durand. He is now retired. In poli-

tics, he votes with the Republican party and has

been Treasurer of the Farmers' Mutual Insurance

Company. In religious matters, he is a devoted

member of the Blethodist Episcopal Church.

USTIN COLTON. We are jiieased to pre-

O! sent to our readers the following account

(ii of the life of this gentleman, sketched by

{(^ himself in fulfillment of a resolution passed

by the Rockford Society of Early Settlers, about

the year 1878, calling for personal reminiscences of

every member, to be placed on the file of the soci-

ety.

"Austin Colton was born in the town of North-

ampton, Hampshire County, Mass., January 30,

1817, and is a descendant of the sixth generation

from George Colton, who came from the vicinity

of Birmingham. England, about 1860. My pro-

genitors from George Colton bore, in the following

order, the ancient Scriptural names of Isaac, Ben-

jamin, Aanin and Reuben, the latter being my
father's name, and the list plainl}' denoting a

patriarchal religious reverence, and why, in finding

a aiame for me, the grand old Bible line should

have been abandoned, I cannot divine, unless it was

In special admiration of that unflinching champion

of Calvinistic dogmas. Dr. Austin, who created a

current of commotion in tlie Christian world about

that time and toward whose doctrines ni}' parents

were somewhat inclined.

"My father, Reuben, like many others when strug-

gling against severe pecuniary pressure, was seized

with the notion that he could change, if not im-

prove, his circumstances Ity emigration, .and so,

after finding his financial affairs considerably de-

moralized on the proclamation of peace with Great
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Britain, following the War of 1812, took up his line

of march from his home in Hartford, Oonn., to

Northampton, Mass. This was then a long wa.y to

emigrate, and the Connecticut River Vallej^ was

the onl)' attractive region inviting the course

of the emigrant. M>' father being a mirror-frame

maker and gilder l\v trade, it was here that he

again tried to lighten the burdens of life at his oc-

cupation, but with such a lack of proper materials

and tools that I have heard my mother say he

sometimes had to whittle out and joint even his

best jobs with a pocket-knife.

"Itw.is in the midst of such parental privations,

and during that severe winter of 1816-17, that I

first drew the breath of life. After rowing against

the unseen tide of success until 1830, my father,

in connection with a company of his neighbors,

again conceived the idea tiiat he could better him-

self and family by a removal to a Western home,

which country was then designated .as Ohio. Ind-

iana .and Southern Illinois (this northern part be-

ing then Indian Territory), famous for beauty and

fertility. In 1.S30, he was sent out .as an exploring

agent for his neighbors. He worked his w.ay in

various modes through Northern Ohio and Indiana

to St. Louis, and reported generally in favorable

terms of the country he had passed. On returning

a little further northward through the village of

Nilcs, Mich., then about three years old, he was

taken suddenly ill from fatigue and exposure, and

there died, without being sufflcientl}' conscious to

disclose even his name or whence he came.

''The surprise and shock of this bereavement were

the complete reversal of our family plans. I was

then thirteen years of age and the eldest of three

sons by the second wife of my f.ather. At this

period, my school days ceased and I had no further

instruction in that line than what was g.ained by

private application .and experience. Instead of be-

ing directed Westward for farm life, I was dis-

patched Eastward fifty miles to Worcester, as an

ajjprentice to the printing business, in the office of

the Massachusetts Spy, a weekly patriotic paper

established by Isaiah Thomas before the Revolu-

tion. It is yet prosperously published, being

consequently more than a century old, and at

that time my eldest half-brother was its managing

printer and partner. Thus early sejiarated from

the enjoyments of home liy the necessities i<( a

livelihood, it was the last I fully experienced of

the joy and independence of that institution until

lodged in one of my own creation in this delight-

ful i)rairie land.

"After serving a seven-years' apprenticeship.diir-

ing the most of the early part of which I was a

mere "hewer of wood and drawer of water" for

my more elevated associates, I attained my major-

ity and w.as honorably graduated. Spendmg about

two years working as a journeyman printer in

Worcester and the city of New York, lieing em-

ployed in the latter place for a time in Harper's

book establishment, and finding mj- health, wliich

had never been robust, w.as more .and more giving

way by long, steadj' indoor confinement, I resolved

to shape my course Westward to Illinois for ex-

emption from dubious Eastern pros[)ects. Having

no particular place selected as the end of my jour-

ney, I w.as drawn hitherward by a lirother-in-law,

whose glowing dese:iption of the place had aroused

my e.ager desire to witness its beauties ancl re-

sources. Mentioning my resolution to my friends.

one of them, in deference to his views of its dis-

tance and possible desolation, ventured to remark

that he did not suppose I "intended to go out there

to live." To which I replied, "Certainly, or else to

die," for in my then state of health, I considered

the latter as probable as the former.

" I left friends and native State in April, 1839,

for the Far West, .as this region was then called,

with all my earthly effects aliout my person or

contained in a small, square, black trunk, amc)ng

which might have been found two very useful as

well as port.able articles for pioneer duty, a helve-

less axe and a hoe. I also had about ^100 in cash,

the accumulated savings of my eight or nine jears

of Eastern toil. After a quick p.ass.age of thirty

days, via New York City, North River, Erie Canal

by boat to Detroit, thence across the State of Mich-

igan by wagon and on foot to St. Joseph, and by

schooner across Lake Michigan, I re.ached Chicago

early in M.ay, with the very economical reduction

of about sixty per cent, of my cai)ital. Tarrying

there for two or three weeks in a jilain wooden

shanty called the Tremont House, and working in



1054 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPmCAL RECORD.

the interval on the Chifago American, under

tlie editorship of Mr. Stewart, but afterward trans-

formed into the jnesent JnurnaU 1 found a team-

ster from Rockford, named Alliert Sanford, wlio

agreed to bring me liere within tlie hxpse of four

da3-s for 16, providing I would aid in lightening

him over the mt^asureless sloughs.

"Embarking on the doubtful voyage, 1 arrived

here, only to find that my linither was about four-

teen miles down the rivei-. nearlj' opposite the

jiresent town of IJyron. That evening I started

on my tramp for that point, procuring \\\y ginger-

bread supper at the baking institution of our then

bachelor settlers, AVyman k Houghton, located on

Main Street, near the [iresent Northwestern Kail-

road liridge. ]>etweeu nine and ten o'clock that

night, I arrived opposite my brother's cabin, and

was cliaritably paddled across the river in a dug-

out bj' a settler named Norton. It was there on the

fair banks of the Rock River that I first ensconscd

myself amid the bliss and beauties of practical

•'squatter sovereign tj'" for a few weeks. So charmed

was I by the attractions of the countr}' that I re-

solved to settle thereabouts. P>y invitation of a

resident, 1 next visited the region of the Pecaton-

ica River and, linding in the vicinitv of wliat is

now called Elton a group of settlers of the New
England stamp, I was induced to take up a claim

there. I began to ply the pioneer's vocation of

log-building, fencing and farming, following it

about four years witlmut lieing burdened with ex-

cessive profits.

"At that time, I received a call from the publisher

of the Winnebago Forum (which had been issued

weekly for about six months by J. A. Wiglit) to

come down to R(]ekfoi-d and take charge of his

subscribers, numbering two hundred. My health

had become well established and I was beginning

to feel willing to cope with almost any difficulty

or antagonism. At this post, I battled for nearly

eleven years,- laboring for the advancement of the

best local interests of our charming city and
county, Init with what success 1 leave others to

determine.

"I might revert to many pleasing, as well as pain-

ful, reminisceneesof those different departments of

life dui'ingtlif>se years, but they are too numerous,

and perhaps inappropriate to a jjersonal sketch.

Suffice it to say th.at that period (1843) witnessed

our now model town with but the weak .and irregu-

lar outlines of infancy, jet of growing strength,

while our now first-class State was dragging her

financial character and rich resources in the slug-

gish slough of debt and despond, with rank repudi-

ation proclaimed l\y i)artisans. Those were also the

daj's when to avow the superiority of railroads,

water-wheels and steam engines for the swiftest and

sureest developme ntof the material State, over the

old-time notions of turnpike, plank roads, inland

navigation and traffic on questionable streams, was

to lie esteemed little else than an impracticable

theorist. Well do I remember that some years after

this date, when, on such presumptions we were

calmly awaiting the grave destinj- of our town,

some of the solid savants of its Government had

undertaken to engineer a channel through the

rocks forming the ford in Rock River, under where

the present dam and railroad bridges now stand,

at a cost of $1,.500, the more rapidlj' to pour into

our hands the might}' wealth of other lands, under

which our then expected wharves were to be bur-

dened.

"About 1853, finding the incessant claims upon

my time and strength were again beginning to tell

upon my health, and foreseeing th.at the demands

and responsiliilities of my position must increase

with the growth of the town and county; and also

fullj' realizing the thankless predicament of the

dual publisher and printer, as well as pecuniarily

considering that I had long enough "written for

glory and printed on trust," I concluded to abdi-

cate my plice at the first suitable opportunity.

This soon occurred, and near the close of that

year I disposed of my establishment to E. W.
Blaisdell, .Jr., who soon after changed into the 7?c-

jniblican the old time-tried Forum, which had in-

creased from about two hundred to six hundred

subscribers. It may not be amiss to notice that

while the Forum was the first successful paper pub-

lished in this town, it was not the first started here,

it having been preceded by attempts on the Fkc-

press. Star and Pihit. all of which yielded after a

trial of a year or less. For a period ui about two

years, I rusticated and rcllected, and also reached
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the second of the three eras in man's existence

worth heeding, by finding and wedding, in May,

185G, my "better half," Harriet S. Fowler, only

daughter of Royal Fowler, of AVestfiold, Mass.

From this union there are now living three cher-

ished sons and one daughter.

"From this time, I graduallj' promoted myself

into the useful and invigorating, if not popular,

calling of a farmer, and, having some wild acres

lying uselessly outside the city limits, I set inj'self

about the business of clearing the land, and for the

last twenty 3'ears have humbly and obscurely yet

cheerfully and healthfully' followed up the pursuit

until I have made or improved no less than six

different farms since my residence in this county.

This, if not having yielded more than the usual

meagre money returns of such vocations, at least

affords me the pleasurable pride of having been of

some use to my fellow-men, according to the declar-

ation of another that "He who causeth two blades

of grass to grow where hut one grew before, is a

public benefactor."

"And now, having passed the three-score goal of

life, and taking a retrospective glance over its va-

riegated fields, full}' realizing the rapid transition

from that stage when myself and my now gray-

haired brother settlers, were all a band of free ac-

(piaintances, strong in the impulses of youth or

manhood's prime, in the noble endeavor to build

up those institutions of public good now about

us; when, on sight, the familiar term of greeting to

me was "How do you do, boy?" to what it is now,

threading our busy streets as a comparative stran-

ger to the jostling multitudes, with perhaps the

careless, as well as valueless, salutation from the

later generation, or a careless loafer, of "How do

you do, old man.'"' Conscious of fast nearing the

most remote boundary of human life, when I

reach the uttermost limit vouchsafed me, and

3-ield my dust again to Mother f^arth who gave it

me, may I

"Go not like the quarry slave at night.

Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained and
soothed

By an unfaltering trust, approach my grave,

Like one who wraps the draper}' of his couch
About him. and lies down to pleasant dreams."

"Craving no sculiitured shaft of marble or granite

to emblazon virtues I may never have possessed, I

would rather prefer a thrifty tree or shrub f(ir my
monument, as a living emblem of my love of nature

when on earth; and no worthier inscription.ehiselled

by grateful memory on the heart's talilct of future

generations when basking amid the privileges and

pleasures we, as pioneers, helped to plant, than

that of " 'An Early Settler.'
"

The biographer wishes to add a few lines to the

above. Mrs. Colton, whose life has been devoted

to her husband and children, and who is highly

esteemed, was born and reared in Westfleld, Mass.,

and is a daughter of Royal Fowler, a native

of the old Bay State who belonged to a substan-

tial and old family of New England people. Mr.

Fowler died in Westfield, Mass., when more than

eight}' years of age. His wife was Miss Harriet

Smith, who was descended from an old family of

seafaring people in New Haven. Mrs. Colton was

carefully reared and educated at the Westfield

(Mass.) Academy, and has been closely identified

with the social, religious and charitable institutions

of Rockford and is revered for the goodness of

heart which has characterized her life. She is the

mother of eight children, four of whom died in

infancy. The living areas follows: Albert L., who
married Edith Pitney, of Rockford, and resides on

one of his father's farms; A. Lincoln, who resides

at home and is engaged in the grain and feed trade;

Miriam M., an amiable and accomplished young
lady, who is also at home; Royal F., a practical civil

engineer, formerly a student in Cornell University,

and now associated with the Rockford Construc-

tion Company. Mr. Colton is held in highest es-

teem for the aid he has given to the upbuilding of

Rockford, and he and his family are numbered

among the most prominent residents of the county.

EDWIN J. SCHOOLCRAFT, proi)ietor and

editor of the Durand Weekly Clipper, is a

/- -" native of this place, having been born July

11, 1867. He is a son of James Schoolcraft, who
was born in St. Armand, Canada, November 9,

181(3. He was reared a farmer, and February 1,
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1865, on i-omoviug to Franklin, Vt., was married

to Sarali A. Rogers, wlio was l)urn in lliat place

June 28, 1830. Soon aflei- liis marriage, tlie elder

Mr. ScliookTafl came U> Illinois and located in

Durand Township. Here he resided until 1882,

when he removed to the vill.age, wliere his demise

occurred September 30, 1889.

The origin.al of this sketch received iiis i)rimnry

education in tlie district schools, which w.as after-

ward supplementi'd by attendance at school in the

village of Durand. In 18,S8, he engaged to learn

the [irinter's trade by working in ofliecs in Durand,

and Beloit, Wis. Api'il 1(1, liS'.lO, he purchased a

printing dutfil and coninienccd publishing The

f'/iji/ifi- n\ Durand. The pa|ier is a six-column

fdlin .iiid llnds its way into many homes through-

out the countj-. It is a newsy, neatly printed

.sheet and, although its owni-r is quite young in

the Inisiness, he is becoming well known through-

out this section as a gentleman of ability who is

destined to make his mark in the newspaper world.

Tlie parents of i\Ir. Schoolcraft were members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, and also lie-

longed to the Indeiu'iident Order of Good Tem-
lars, and liin-c a [lart in every movement which

would upbuild their ((iiiimiinity. The }iaternal

grandparents (if our siilijcct were Peter and Maiy
Schoolcraft, while (ui his mother's side they bore

the respective names of .John and Rebecca Rogers.

^jS^DWIN C. LAWRENCE, as a farmer of

fel large experience, great capability, and pru-

11—

^

dence in the management of his affairs, is

considered one of the most successful of the well-

to-do agricultuiists who are active in pushing for-

ward the material interests of r.none County in

general and of Bonus Townshi[i in particular.

Cuba, Allegany County, N. Y., was the native

place of our subject, where his birth occurred Oc-

tober 23, 1826. He is the son of .lolin and Lydia

(Sweet) Lawrence, the former of whom was a .son

of Isaac Lawrence, a native of Massachusetts. The
grandfather of our subject, and his brother .Tohn,

participated in the battle of Bunker Hill, where

the latter was killed. Isaac died in Pompe^', N. Y.,

in liis sixty-second year. His good wife also pas.sed

away in the Empire State, when seventy 3-ears of

age.

.lolin Lawrence, the father of our subject, w.as

born m Middlesex County, Mass., and remained at

luime until nineteen j'cars of age, at whicii time he

was married, and, removing to Onondaga County,

N. Y., lived there until 1.S22. J^ater, making his

home in Allegany Country, he followed the calling

of a farmer, and w.as quite prominent in local af-

fairs, having served as Constable at a time when

men were imprisoned for delit. In the siiring of

1837, in company with a son, the elder Mr. Law-

rence came to Boone County, where they purchased

land, erected a log house, and in the fall returned

East, and brought his wife and live children to

their new home.

He of whom we write is residing at the pi'csent

time on the farm which w.as taken up from the

(iovernment as early as 1836. He had two brothers

Avho came here at that time, who helped in clearing

the home farm. The father, in 1H3',<, Imilt a new

house to take the place of the log cabin, and hav-

ing brought a few household goods with him, the

famil}' were made quite comfortable. He landed

lieie with but fifty cents in cash, but, going to wi.irk

with a will, soon had the satisf.action of seeing his

land doubled and trebled in value.

W^hile residing in New York, John Lawrence w.as

greatly interested in politics, and on coming to

Boone County served .as Justice of the Peace for a

number of years, and also held other responsible

positions. He was an old-line Wliig politically,

and, on the organization of the Republican part}',

voted for Fremont. He died on the home farm

when eighty-nine years of age, leaving a family'

of nine children, and an estate which comprised

ninety-eight acres. Mrs. Lawrence owns two hun-

dred and thirty acres of valualjle land which is

also included in the home iiroperty.

The maiden name of our subject's mother w.as

Lydia Sweet. She w.as born in Saratoga, N. Y.,

and departed this life on the old f.arm when eightj--

six ye.ars of age. She was the daughter of David

and Deborah (Stafford) Sweet, also natives of the

Empire State, wliere they lived and died. The

lady to whom our subject was married on the 29th
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of Octolter, 1856, was Miss Cluirlotte IIur(l,a native

of ^'clmo^t. Slie died in IjOiuis Township when

twiMity-seven \ears of age, and February 7, 18G7,

Mr. Lawrence was married to Sarali Jane Bennett,

wliose birth occurred April 12, 1838, in Groton,

Mass. 8iie is a sister of .1. II. Bennett, whose

sketcii will appear on another page of this work.

By her union with our subject have been born four

children, viz.: .lohn S., whose birth occurred Sep-

tember 25, 1868; Charlotte M., who was born De-

cember 7, 1869; Mar^- L.. who was born Februar}'

S, 1873, and James B.,wlio was born September 1-t,

1871. The children have all been given good ed-

ucations, two of them being graduates of the Bel-

videre schools.

IMr. Lawrence has expended more than §2,500 in

building his fine farm residence and accompanying

outl)uildings. In politics, he is a Republican, and

held the oflice of School Director for a number of

years. The father of our subject was a soldier in

the War of 1812, and when mustered out was

given a land warrant. The Lawrence famil}' is

of English descent, our subject being able to trace

the i-ecord back to John Lawrence, who came over

in the "Mayflower" in 1620. Mr. Lawrence has a

high standing in the count}^ as a thorough-going

farmer and business man, and is greatlj' respected

in the most cultured circles of this part of the

cinuity. His wife, who presides over his home, is

shaiing with him the esteem and regard of their

neighbors.

WlOHN McDERMAID, a well-known manufac-

turer of Rockford, who for nianj' years has

been connected with the business interests

of this city, was born in Argyleshire, Scot-

land, and is a son of Malcolm and Bets}' (Mc-

Eachin) McDermaid, both of whom were natives of

the same county, and there spent their early lives.

After their children were all born and reared, they

came to this country, locating in Otsego, N. Y.,

where the death of the father occurred at the age

of sixty-five years. His wife is still living in the

Empire St.ate, at the age of seventj^, and is an in-

telligent and active old lady. She has been a life-

long memlier of the Presbyterian Church, as was

her husband.

We now take n\i the personal history of our

subject, whose portrait is shown on the opposite

page. At the early .age of twelve years, he went

to sea, and for man}- years followed a seafaring

life. He rose from the pasition of an apprentice-

l)oy to an able seaman, and worked on a trans-At-

lantic merchant vessel from 185.sto 1865, except

when he was in the army. In the spring of 1863,

he enlisted in Company A, One Hundred and

Fourth New York Regiment, at Buffalo, and the

following year was transferred lo the naval ser-

vice at ^Mitchell Station, Va., on the Rapidan

River. He did service as a seaman on the Gulf

Coast until September, 1865, when the ship was

taken out of commission, and the soldiers dis-

charged. The vessel "Otsego," on which he had

first sailed, was blown up December 9, 1864, near

the coast of South Carolina, and he was transferred

to the L'nited States ship ''Mattabassett," on which

he served until tlie close of the war. He had been

made Captain of a gun as soon as he went on

board the vessel "Otsego," and shortly afterward

received promotion, being at the time of his dis-

charge Captain of the foretop and drill-master.

After coming to this country, Mr. McDermaid

was united in marriage to Miss Isabelle Ralston,

who was liorn in Argyleshire, Scotland, and dur-

ing her girlhood came to this country with her fa-

ther, Andrew Ralston, who is now deceased. Ilcr

mother is now living in Caledonia Station, at an

advanced age. She is a member of the Presby-

terian Church, to which IMr. Ralston also belonge(L

LTnto Mr. and Mrs. McDermaid have been born

seven children: Lizzie, an intelligent young lady,

acting as her father's secretarj'; William and Dan-

iel, who are employed by their father; Robert, Ma-

bel and Howard. The mother and her daughter

Lizzie are members of the Presliyterian Church.

Mr. McDermaid is an honored member of the

Odd Fellows' societj-, with which he has been con-

nected for a quarter of a century, and also belongs

to G. L. Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. I>. In politics,

he is independent, voting for the man regardless of

part}' affiliations. He first came to Rockford in

1865, where he worked at his trade of cooper, and
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as a macliinist for some time. It was iu 1875 that

he began the manufacture of churns, and for more

than seventeen yeai's he has now carried on busi-

ness in that Hno. lie patented the Boss Clmrn.

and is iKiw extensively engaged in its mannfacture

at Nos. >{> and 220 Nortli Madison Street. He
is also a stocliiiolder in tlie JNIanufacturers' and

iMeichants' National Banlv. Mr. ]\Icl])ermaid may
well be CiilhMl a self-made man, for since his thir-

teenth year he has been thrown upon his own re-

sources, and whatever lie has achieved in life is

due entirely to his own efforts.

l^^^^4 ^•{•h
=1*->**>^J^-'****F

TTGUST ZIIMMEP.MAN is a dealer in wines

and liquors, located at No. 824 .South Main
(il Street, Rockford, where he has carried on

business since September, 1873. Since that

time he has been activel}' engaged on his own ac-

count. He had located in Rockford in 1866, but for

seven years was emploj'cd In' others. A native of

Saxony, (ierman^-, he was born on the 7tli of July,

IHll, his parents being Moritz and Catherine

(Scharffenberg) Zimmerman, who were also natives

of the same jirovince in Germany and came of

good families in that land. The father lived a

quiet, unassuming life and passed away at the age

of eighty-five years. His wife died when past

the age of three-score years and ten. Like her

husband, she was a member of the Lutheran Church.

In their family were seven children, of whom two

sons are yet living, August, and a brother Casper

Frederick, who still resides in the Fatherland, where

he follows the trade of a carpenter and mill-

wright.

We now take up the personal history of our sub-

ject, who spent his boyhood days under tlie pa-

rental roof in his native land, and at the .age of

twenty-one bade good-bye to his old home, pre-

parator\- to sailing for America. He left liremen

on the r.tth of March, 186G, and on the 17th of

April landed in New York, whence he came at

once to Rockford. arri\iiig in this city seven

da3's later. He was then a single man, l.iut here

chose a companion and helpmate on life's jour-

uey Miss Christiana Fischer, who was born in

(ierinany, not far from the birthplace of her hus-

band. She there grew to womanhood, acquiring a

common-school education in her mother tongue,

and, when a young lady, crossed the broad Atlan-

tic, the first of the family to come to America.

This was about 1867. Her father had died in Ger-

man.y when little past middle life. Her mother

afterwards came to this countiy and made her

home with her daughter, Mrs. Zimmerman, until

called to her final rest at the advanced age of

eight3'-six years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Fischer were

members of the Lutheran Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman also hold that reli-

gious belief, and our subject is President of the

congregation. Their union has been blessed with

two children; one died in infanc_y, and one daugh-

ter, Fmnia L., born on the 1st of March, 1877.

Socially, JNIr. Zimmerman is on Odd Fellow, be-

longing to the subordinate lodge, the camp and the

canton. He also belongs to the E. F. W. Ellis Blue

Lodge No. 6.33, A. F. & A. M. He has made

his fortune by close application to business, indus-

try and enterprise, and is now the owner of a fine

two-story building, 71x21 feet, located on South

Main Street, also his comfortable residence on

Tenth Street. He takes an active interest in all

that pertains to the welfare of Rockford, its

growth and the promotion of its leading indus-

tries, and has a wide .acquaintance in this commu-

nity where he h.as made his home for more than a

quarter of a century.

ANIEL SMITH, one of the pioneers of

Harlan Township, but now residing in

Winnebago Township, was born in Kin-

tyre, Scotland, in May, 1830, the third

son of Daniel and I\Iary (Montgomeiy) Smith.

His ancestors were from Ayrshire, and his grand-

father was a farmer who resided on leased land

belonging to the Duke of Argyle, spending his

last ja'ars on that estate.

The father of our subject w.as born on the home
farm in Kintyre, February 11, 1791, and was

reared to agricultural pursuits, which he followed

111 his native land until 18 12. Himself and his
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sister Jiinet were the only members of the family

who came to America. In the year above-men-

tioned, a company of about one hundred was

formed, who hired a vessel, which had formerly

been used in tlie lumber trallic, and sailed from

Campliellstown June 4, landing at New York on

Independence Day following. They came direct

to Illinois by the most expeditious route then

known, via river, canal and Lakes to Chicago, and

thence v,-ith team to Winnebago County. The

father of our subject located in Ilarlem Township,

and with his brother-in-law, .James Montgomery,

bouglit a tract of partially improved land, where

he resided until his death, August 20, 1845.

Marj' Montgomery, as the mother of our subject

was known in maidenliood, was born in Kintyre,

Scotland, January' 12, 1795, the daughter of Rob-

ert Montgomerj-. She died on the old homestead

May 31, 1872. Her son Daniel, our subject, was

twelve j'ears old when he accompanied his parents

to America, and at tlie time of his settlement in

Winnebago Count}' it was sparsely settled and but

little improved. Most of the peoi>le still lived in

rude log houses, there were no railroads here, and

Chicago was tlie nearest market and de|)0t for sup-

plies.

After remaining with his mother on the home

farm until 1851, Mr. Smith located on a portion of

the estate which he had inherited, and there re-

sided until 1860. He then purchased a farm in

Guilford Township, and during the twenty years

in which he made it his home, was instrumental in

bringing about many improvements in its build-

ings, cultivation and embellishments. In 1880, he

sold the place and purchased the farm he now
owns and cultivates. This is well improved and

includes the northwest quarter of section 14, Win-

nebago Township, being a very valuable tract of

land.

In 1860, Mr. Smith was united in marriage with

Miss Agnes, daughter of James Smith, and a native

of the same place in Scotland as her husband. Her

grandfather, Hugh, lived and died in Kint^'re, and

her father, who was there born and married, emi-

grated to America in 1858, in company with his

wife and eleven children, and bought a farm in

Winnebago Township, where his closing years

were quietly passed. The mother of Mrs. Smith,

whose maiden name was Martha Johnson, was born

in Kint_yre and passed away at the old home in

Winnebago Township.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith are the parents of six living

children, whose names are res|)ectivel3': James,

Mar}', Martha, Flora, Agnes and Robert. The relig-

ious membership of the family is in the First Presby-

terian Church at Rockford, and in political mat-

ters Mr. Smith was a Republican until 1872, since

which time he has been a linn adherent to Demo-

cratic principles.

-^

iIDEON DEUEL, a native of the Empire

- State, has long made his home in Winne-

I bago County, 111. He was born in Wash-

ington Count}', N. Y., in 1820, and is a son of Job

and Elizabeth (Ireland) Deuel, also natives of

New York State, where the}' followed farming, as

did their parents and grandparents before them.

Job Deuel and Miss Ireland were married iu Gene-

see County, N. Y., near Batavia, and the wife died

there when about 6fty years of age, leaving five

children, three daughters and two sons, viz: Gideon,

Mary, Clara, Eliza and Philip, all still living. The

father sold his property, and bought one hundred

and twenty acres in Alabama Township, Genesee

County, on which he removed with his five chil-

dren. He was again married, this time to Mrs. Sarah

Holmes, who made a good wife and a kind mother

to the little children depending on her, and who by

her union with Jlr. Deuel became the mother of one

son, Wellington. This son is now the owner and

occupant of the old homestead. The parents died

in their native vState, the father when eighty-four

years of age, and the step-mother at the age of

sixty-flve years.

Our subject was reared to farm life, and, like the

average country boy, received his education in the

district schools. When twenty years of age, he

came West to Winnebago County, and in the fall

of 1840 began working for Darius Fish, in Cherry

Valley, receiving $13 per month for his services,

the same being considered very high wages at that

time. Mr. Deuel remained in this section for two
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_Vears, and then wont to Laoiia Township, where

he inirchased a farm of oiic liundred and twenty

acres, wliich had Ik en iiniinived to some extent,

luit on wliich were un lun'Idings, and for this he

paid $13 per aere. lie paid out the i-ead^- money

for this, having earned and saved it while work-

ing out. After this, he worked on the construc-

tion of the Illinois Central Railroad for Pearse,

Keith it Clark, and continued this for two years.

While at IMoomington, 111., and while engaged in

this work, iie married Miss Emma Lowen, whom
lie had met at Cherry A'alley. She was born in

New England, and came West with her parents

when a child. Tlicy were farmers, and died in

Ogle County, 111., leaving three daughters.

Mr. Deuel and his bride went to Laona and set-

tled on his farm, occupying at first a rude log

house, but tlic\- were contented and hajiiiy. To
the original tract, Mr. Deuel added forty acres,

but in 1802 he sold the entire farm at a consider-

able profit. an<l reiinived to Shirland Township,

his iiresent home, where he |)nrchased a quarter-

section, p.aying •'jill per acre for it. On this were

two dilapidated log cabins, hardly tenantable, and

no l)arn. This purchase was a trust deed, which

was sold at public sale, and Mr. Deuel paying cash,

$1,700, became the owner. He soon erected a com-

fortable frame house, which has been the abode of

the family since, and is still in good condition. In

1«7.'), our snbiect erected a good l)arn 30x50, with

sixteen-foot posts. This farm had onl3' about twenty

acres cleare<l, it being a timber farm, but now the

one hundred and thirty acres of rich, tillable land,

give little indication that at one time they were

covered with timber. All this has been cleared by

his own hands, .and it repiesents a great many days

of hard work. ]\Ir. Deuel now has two hundred and

sixt.y acres of land in this county', worth from 840

to $50 per acre, and he is free of all debt. He has

ever been public-spirited, and has contributed lib-

crallj' to all worthy movements, assisting in build-

ing four churches and two parsonages, and aiding

in all other enterprises.

The children whocame to bless the union of j\Ir.

and jNIi's. Deuel are William, a farmer of Missouri;

Mira, now Mrs. Levi Card, resides on a farm near

by; Ira A., a cai-penter; May, now i\Irs. ISenjaniin

Bennett, resides on a farm in Nebraska; Palmer, at

home on the farm; and Eva, attending Rockford

Academy. They lost two children in infancy. All

the children have had good school advantages.

Mr. Deuel was called upon to part from his wife,

the sharer of his joys and sorrows, on the 19th of

November, 1891, when fiftj'-eight years of age.

She w.as a member of the Congregational Church,

and her husliand has held memliership in the saine

for years. Mr. Deuel has held a number of local

oiliecs in the township, having been Commissioner

of Highways for nine years, and School Trustee

several years. He has cairied on the farm prin-

cipally by himself, for he let his boj'S branch

out for themselves when they were quite young,

and he has never kept a hired hand. He realizes

that he has been .abundantly blessed with health

and strength, .and probably no m.an in the county

has worked harder in the past than he. Many a

time in the jiast h.as he cradled five acres of

grain per day, and although not by any means a

large man, and now seventy-two years of age, he

is still vigorous and active. He has been a Repub-

lican in politics, and his first Presidential vote was

cast for William Henry Harrison.

OIIN (iREKNLKE, c.a.shier of the People's

I>ank of Belvidere, was born in Kintyre,

Argyleshirc, Scotland, July 1. 1835. His

fl^fj father, John Greenlee, a pioneer Scotch set-

tler of Winnebago County, was liorn in Kintyre,

Argyleshire, August 18, 17i)l. and was a son

of George and Martha (AVilson) (Jreenlee. The
grandparents sj)ent their entire lives in Arg3le-

shirc. The father of our subject was reared to

agricultural pursuits and in addition to farming

followed the stone mason's trade a portion of the

time. He married Helen Brown, a native of

Kintyre, and a daughter of Charles and Elizabeth

(Ralston) Brown. In 1830, with his wife and six

children, he came to America, sailing from Liver-

l)ool to New York, whence he came to Illinois. He
found work as a stone mason on the .acqueduct at

Ottawa. His nephews, George and John Armour,

then living in Ottawa, had previously visited
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Winnebago and Boone Counties and gave a glow-

ing description of the country, so tliat in Decem-

ber of tliat year, Mr. Greenlee accoiupauied them

thither and made a claim to Government land in

what is now Harlem Township, AVinnebago County.

After a short time, he returned to Ottawa, and in

the spring of 1837 brought his family to the new

home, becoming the first permanent settler in the

locality known as the Scotch Settlement of AVin-

nebagu and Boone Counties. The family first

moved into a vacant shanty until Mr. Greenlee

could build a log cabin on his own place. TIrw
experienced all the hardships and privations of

pioneer life, such as come to those who locate on

the frontier. The father was very poor when he

first settled in this locality, but his industry and

good management brought him success, and he in-

creased his possessions until he was owner of three

highl}' improved farms. He lived upon his first

claim until 1870, when he came to Belvidere and

spent the remainder of his life in retirement. He
died December 30, 1882. His wife passed away in

1865. They were among the founders of the Wil-

low Creek Presbyterian Church, in which Mr.

Greenlee served as Ruling Elder for many years.

Our subject was one of eight children: Martha,

Elizabeth, George, Charles, Jannett, John, Helen

and Ann. He was only a year old when brought

by his parents to Illinois, so that his earliest recol-

lections are of the pioneer home. He received his

earl}' education in the public schools of Harlem

Township and afterward attended a select school

in Marengo. At a very early age, he began assist-

ing his father in the labors of the farm and after

attaining his majority came into possession of the

old homestead, which he operated for two years,

when he came to Belvidere and engaged in the

liardware business with his brother Charles and his

brother-in-law, .Tames O. Gregory. He was after-

ward associated with his brother George and

Robert Ilarvej', and continued in that line of

business until 1889, when he sold out. Upon the

organization of the People's Bank, he was elected

Cashier, which position he has since held.

In 1864, Mr. Greenlee was united in the holy

bonds of matrimony with Elizabeth Brown, a na-

tive of Oliio, and a daughter of Edward and

Elizabeth Brown, botli of whom were born in Scot-

land. She died in 1.S70, in Ihe faith of th.' I'res-

byterian Church, leaving two dauglitei^; llehai

and Elizabeth 15. .Mr. (ueeiilec lias also licc-n a

life-long member of the Presliyterian Chinch, and

since attaining his majority has been a stalwart

Republican. He h.as filled various pulilic ollices of

trust, has represented Belvidcie on the County

Board of Supervisors, and in l.SSIJ was elected

County Treasurer, serving one term. His ollicial

duties were ever pr(.)mptly and faithfully ilis-

charged and won him the commendation of all

concerned.

iILLIAM C. Dk Wolf, Su., who for many
years was one of the successful agricultur-

ists of Boone County, at present resides in

Belvidere, where ho bears the reputation of being

one of its most public-spirited citizens. A native

of Pennsylvania, he was born in Springfield, Erie

County, February 8, 1830. His father, Hiram De
Wolf, hailed from Rutland County, Vt., where his

birth occurred .Januaiy 3, 1798. The grandfather

of our subject, Edgar De Wolf, was a native of

New York State and of French parentage.

Edward De Wolf was a farmer by occupation and
removed from Rutland to New York State, thence

later to Pennsj'lvania, where he was identified with

the farming interests of the town of Conneaut,

Erie County, until his decease. His wife bore the

maiden name of Sarah Colson and also died on the

home farm in E^rie County. The father of our subject

was reared in the Green Mountain State and New
York and when a j'oung man went to Erie County,

Pa., and purchased a tract of timber land in Spring-

field. There he erec'ed a house of logs, where the

birth of our subject occurred, and a few j'cars later

built a more substantial and comfortable dwelling

in which he was residing at the time of his death,

Jul}' 6, 1872. The mother of our subject, who be-

fore her marriage was Miss Sibj'l Coon, was lioru

in New York State, in 1798, and died June 3,

1859.

He of whom we write was reared and educated
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in Springfleld, .ind after attaining his nineteenth

year taught school each winter for nineteen sea-

sons. In 1852, lie went to Pittsburg, and, taliing

a course in the Pittsburg C'onnncrcial College, was

graduated therefrom and then resumed teaching.

The following year, he came to Bofme County and

spent the sumniei-, going in the fall of that year to

Cass County, Mich., and, returning to this county

the following year, located on eighty acres of land

which he had purchased from his father, and which

was located on section 14, Spring Township. He

began cultivating the soil, and, in the fall of that

year going to Cass County, Mich., taught school.

Our subject was married in Pennsylvania, in

the spring of 1855, to Uuldah .1. Strong, and that

same year returned and settled on the farm which

was his home until 1866. Going back to the Key-

stone State, he made his home there until Novem-

ber, 1867, at which time he again took up his

ab(_)de in this county and purchased forty acres of

new land on section 13, Spring Township, which

he farmed until 1881; then renting his estate, he

went to Genoa, wheie he spent a twelvemonth, and

later, going to Kingston Township, Be Kalb County,

made his home on one hundred and twenty .acres

of land, located (in section 20, until 1888, which

year found him again in lielvidere.

The Ave children born to Jlr. and Mrs. DeAVolf

are Nancy E., who was boi-n December 25, 1855,

married Ernest L. Woodruff and resides in Rock-

ford; Hiram S., born October 10, 1858, was drowned

in Coon Creek, May 27, 1876; Frank L.,born April

23, 1862, was graduated from the Genoa High

School, from the Chicago Veterinary College, and

from the Kansas City Medical College, and is now
engaged in practice in Kansas City; William C,

Jr., born Novemlier 1, l.sfi5, was graduated from

the Genoa High Schoiil, after which he began the

stud}' of law and was admitted to the Bar in 1887;

he is now engaged in practice with the Hon.

Charles K. Fuller and was married, April 4, 1888,

to Clara Moore. Nettie was liorn August 19, 1868,

and is now Mrs. Frank Parkei', of Kingston, De
K.alb Count}', this State.

Mrs. DeWolf w.as born in (iirard, Eric County,

Pa., February 16, 1832, and is the daughter of

Leonard Rufus Strong, who was born in Vermont,

April 15, 1803. His father, also named Rufus,

was born in the Green Mountain State, whence be

removed to Girard, Pa., about 1828, and purchas-

ing land, engaged in farming there until his death.

The father of Mrs. De Wolf i-emoved from Ver-

mont to Girard in 1835 and purchasing a tract of

timber land, cleared a farm from the wilderness,

which he later sold and purchased other property,

in this manner clearing and improving three farms

in Girard Township. He spent his last days in the

town of Couneaut, his demise occurring August 4,

1867.

The maiden name of Mrs. De Wolf's mother was

Jane Silverthorn; she was boxn in Girard, Pa., Maj'

15, 1810, and was the daughter of Abr.am and

Jane (Hunter) Silverthorn, natives, respectively,

of Vermont and Scotland, and the latter of whom is

still living in Conneaut. In his political relations,

our subject is a Republican and has been honored

with the various township otlices of Spring Town-

ship, Boone County.

lENJAMIN F. UPSON. Since casting in

his lot with the citizens of Winnebago

County almost fifty j'ears ago, Mr. Upson

has been prominently connected with its

development and has witnessed its growth from a

sparsely-settled and unimproved country to the

home of thousands of prosperous and enterprising

farmers and business men. During the summer

months, he occupies his pleasant home at No. 710

Kilburn Avenue, Rockford, but usuall}- spends the

winter seasons in Florida, where he has extensive

interests.

For two years after coming to Winnebago

Count}', Mr. U|)Son operated a farm near the

count}- line on the south, and then, in 1850, re-

moved to a tr.act of land in Seward Township,

where he built a beautiful home and inijiroved a

splendid farm. F'ailure of health caused his re-

•

moval to Rockford, where he h.as since resided.

With his son Jesse B., he became the owner of the

business of E. H. Skinner & Company and con-

ducted the same with success for a number of

years, but recently sold out. F\)r some }ears past.
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he has conclueted a nursery and raised berries and

small fruits extensively', both in Kockford and m
Florida.

With the growth of Kockford Jlr. Upson has

been directly connected, and laid out ten acres in

the northern part of the city on Horsnian Street,

known as Glenney & Upson's Addition, which has

been platted into city lots. He is a stockholder in

the Second National Bank, as well as financiall}'

interested in other institutions. In Florida, he is

not onl}' interested in nurseries, but also operates

a sawmill and conducts a general mercantile busi-

ness at DeLeon, where he owns valuable propert}'.

Born in Mendham Townsliip, Morris County,

N. .7., December 24, 1816, the early life of Mr.

Upson was one of struggle against poverty, but

his strong personality and persistence enabled him

to overcome adverse fortune and crown his mature

life with prosperity, honor and respect. In his

youth, he learned the trade of a chairmaker, which

he followed a short time. His father. Dr. Jesse

Upson, a native of Connecticut, was for fifty 3'ears

the most prominent physician in the township of

Mendham, but came West to Indiana in 1838, and

died the same year at Greenfield, aged eighty-two.

He enlisted when only eighteen years old in the

service of his countr}- and served until the close

of the Revolutionary War. His fellow-citizens

called him to occupy raanj- posts of honor, and he

served as Justice of the Peace, and for ten years as a

member of the State Assembly of New Jersey, and

was influential in public matters. The mother of

our subject, whose maiden name was Mary Dayton,

accompanied her husband to Indiana and survived

him several years, dying in Greenfield when very

old. She was the daughter of the well-known

Judge Dayton, whose son, Senator Dayton, died

while Minister at the Court of St. James.

The only surviving members of this family are

our subject and iiis sister, Mrs. Mary D. Cory, of

Lima, Ind., the latter being seventy-nine j'ears old.

Benjamin F. was married in Illinois to Miss Lucy

Bacon, who was born and reared in Massachusetts

and came to this State when twenty-five years old.

The marriage was blessed by the birth of one son,

Jesse B. The latter married Miss Mary Sibley, who
was educated at Terre Haute. Ind., and is the

mother of two children: l>ent 1). and Liie3' II.

The religious home of the family is in the Congre-

gational Church, while the political adiliations of

father and son are in sympathy witli the principles

of the Rci)ublicau party. At an eaily day. ^Ir.

Upson served as Justice of tlie Peace, and >lill re-

tains in his possession a ddcunient hearing these

words:

"To all to whom these presents shall come, greet-

ing:

Know Yk, that Benjamin F. Upson, having been
dul}- elected to the otlice of Justice of the Peace
for the county of Winnebago, I, Augustus C.

French, Governor of the State of Illinois, for and
on behalf of the peoiile of said State, do commis-
sion him Justice of the Peace for said county, and
do authorize and empower him to execute and
fulfill the duties of that office, according to law."

Jesse B. Upson is a j'oung gentleman of superior

education and has devoted especial attention to

the study of the sciences. He is an acknowledged

authority on the subject of conchology and has

more than one hundred thousand shells of vari-

ous specimens, including the finest collection of

Northern Illinois. He is also a student of botany,

and has given many other sciences careful study,

having devoted twelve j'ears to their research and

gaining more than a local reputation in that di-

rection. He is a member of the American Con-

chology Association, and other societies of a scien-

tific and social character.

PKED H. MUFFATT. Among the many en-

;

terprises necessary to complete the com-

mercial resources of a town or city, none is

of more importance than that of the grocer, as lie-

ing one of the main factors in the furnishing of

our food supplies. Prominent in this trade is the

establishment of Mr. Moffatt, located at No. 131

West State Street, where he carries a full line of

staple and fancy groceries, and where he has built

up a most valuable trade. All goods are procured

direct from first hands, and from the extended ex-

perience of the i)roprietor, this house is able to

compete in all respects with contemporaries. By

meeting his payments promptly and liy his sharp
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trade in buying, vvliicli entitles liim to jobber's

prices, he is enabled to sell at the lowest prices. In

connection with his retail ti'ade he is prepared to do

a wholesale trade in the fi-uit line.

]Mr. Moffatt began iiis mercantile career in 18H4,

wlu'n twenty-one j'cars of age, at No. 429 West

Stale Street, known as the White Grocery Store,

and was assisted in a pecuniary way by his kind

and indulgent father, William Moffatt (secsketeii).

The general predictions were that he would fail,

but there was never such a word in young Mof-

fatt's calendar. The business is conducted with

vigor and push, and patrons are accorded promjit

and courteous service, while the stock is contin-

ually being re(ilenished and keiit choice and at-

tractive. By Iiis s<piare dealing and honorable,

upright conduct, he has made many friends, and

although he met with many difh'culties when first

starting out, his friends stood by him, and at the

end of a year he was able to move to a more desir-

able location, a few doors from his former estab-

lishment. Two years after he had started in busi-

ness, he was entirely out of debt and in com[)ara-

tively easy circumstances. In 1891, his business

had increased to such an extent that he found it

necessary to move the second time, when he lo-

cated in a new building onl}' a few doors from the

original starting place and where he now has a

flourishing trade. He is a gentleman possessing a

full andcomiilete knowledge of evei\' detail of the

trade, and customers have realized that at this

house they ma^' dejiend up(_)u obtaining terms and

inducements not readily to Ije duplicated else-

where.

Our sul)j('et is a promoter of the Uetail (iru-

cers' Associntion, wliicli w.as organized on the lltli

of February, 1S',I2. witii Ciiarles ]Jui-r I'lesident;

George E. Olson, A'ice-president; II. W. Burn,

Treasurer; AUiert Ilolleni, Finaucinl Secretai'y, and
Mr. Moffatt, Secretary. Tlie object of the asso-

ciation is to keep up unity and good feeling

among the grocerymen of the city. The leading

merchants of the city are united in this much-
needed organization, and a better state of feeling

exists among tliem. Mr. Moffatt is a voung man,
but he has great business acumen and is deter-

mined to make his business a grand success.

Our subject is a native of this city, born twent}'-

nine years ago, and he was thoroughly educated

in the city schools, where he applied himself dili-

gently to his books, with a determination that has

characterized his movements ever since. He is the

only son born to his parents and has always made

the city of Rockford his home. He is public-spir-

ited, takes a deep interest in all laudable move-

ments, and is one of the promising young men of

the city. No worthy enterprise is allowed to

languish for want of support on his part, and he

is a liberal contriI)utor to churches, schools, etc.
^

He is truly a progressive young man, and while

he takes no active part in politics, his support is

given to the Republican party. He is not in the

least an ollice-seeker, but attends strictly to busi-

ness and depends on honest and fair dealing.

With his honesty, uprightness and fidelity to the

interests of his patrons, he can not fail to succeed

in whatever he undertakes.

The Register-Gazette gives the following notice

of the marriage of our subject: I

"Promptly at three o'clock this afternoon a

quiet home wedding w.as solemnized at the spa-

cious home of Mr. and Mrs. ,1. H. Morrill, at No.

1 101 East State Street. It was the marriage of their

daughter. Miss Nellie M. Morrill, to Fred H. Moft'att,

and modesty and elegance characterized the nup-

ti.al event.

"This morning tlie house was turned over to

Melcher, the florist, and in his usual artistic man-

ner he trimmed the parlors witli rare floral gems,

making them present a very pretty appearance.

"At three o'clock, Mr. Moffatt and Miss Morrill

stepped into the front parlor, where they were met

by dignified Dr. Kerr, who pronounced the words

which united the young couple for life, the ring

service being observed. The bridal couple were

iuiattended,and the affair was pretty and unosten-

tatious all through. At the conclusion of the cere-

mony, the wedding part^' sat down to an elegant

lunch and were offered many warm congratulations

as they ate the choice edibles provided.

"Only the immediate relatives of the couple

were present to witness the marriage, none of the

many home friends of Miss Morrill or ]\Ir. Moffatt

lieing included in the guest list.
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•'The bride was atlired in a very liandsome

mode broadcloth traveling costume, and carried a

bouquet of bride roses. She was indeed a lovely

bride. Jliss Morrill is so well known to social

Roclvford that little can be added that will be news

to the trencral public. She is one of tlie most ac-

complislied and talented musicians in the city and

has delighted audiences with her selections upon

many occasions. She is possessed of those qualities

of mind and heart which win, as well .as hold,

warm friends. Her many admirers and pupils will

be glad to learn that she does not intend to give

up her music on account of her marriage, but will

continue it as usual upon her return to Rockford.

"Everybody knows Fred Moffatt. He is one of

the most enterprising and energetic joung business

men in the city, and has rapidly acquired a large

trade. He has the best wishes of his hosts of

friends.

"Mr. and Mrs. Moffatt left on the 4:29 o'clock

train on the Central, this afternoon, for Chicago, to

spend the honejmoon, and will be absent until

the latter (lart of next week. Upon their return,

they will for the present have rooms and board

at the home of William Jloffatt. at No. 902 North

Court Street.

"Those present from out of town at the wedding

were Miss Eloise Harford and Oscar Banghart, of

Chicago, and Mrs. W. B. Dean, of Yankton. S. Dak.,

a sister of the bride."

?-^ TEPHEN O. THOMPSON. A liigh place

among the farmers of Winnebago County

must be accorded to the gentleman whose

portrait accompanies this sketch, and who
has made a competence b}' hard labor, prudent

economy and business shrewdness. He is at pres-

ent residing in Owen Township, where he is the

owner of a fine tract of two hundred and eighty

acres of land.

A native of New Jerse}', Mr. Thompson was

born on the banks of the Delaware River, August

1."), 1818. As far as is known, his father, Lewis

Thompson, was also a native of that State, where he

worked at the cooper's trade. About 1825, he

48

moved to Hackettstown, where he purchased a

farm, in addition to the cultivation of whicli he

owned and operated a gristmill. lie emigrated to

Illinois in 1838, where he was numbered among
the pioneers of Canton, Fulton County. He built

a shop and carried on his trade there until his de-

cease. His wife, whose inaide:; name was Sarah

Chitester, w.as a native of New .Jersey, and departed

this life in Canton.

The parental family included ten children, nine

of whom grew to mature years, and were named

respectively: .Tames, Alfred, Stephen ()., Lewis,

.Joseph, Henry, Edmund,William and .John. Stephen

O. was reared and educated in his native State and

made the overland trip with his parents to Illinois.

There were no railroads in Fulton Cmintv for a

number of years after their settlement, and the

river towns were the principal depots for supplies.

Our subject worked witli his father, getting out

staves and timber, and w.as employed in teaming

until 1842. During that year, he came overland to

AVinnebago County, at a time when most of the

surrounding country was owned by the Oovern-

ment.

On locating in this section, our suliject pur-

chased and entered land in what is now Owen
Township. He was a single man at that time and

made his home with a Iirother until his marriage,

when he settled on the place of which he is a pres-

ent occupant. November 29, 184.5, he was united

in marriage with Eliza Knap|). Jlrs. Thompson

was born in Ontario County, N. Y., August 17,

1818, and was the daughter (if Stephen Alibolt

Knapp, a native of Branbuiy, Conn., and the son

of No.ah Kuaiip, also born in the li.ay State, whence

he later removed to New York, and died in Orleans

County. Ann is Abbott was the maiden name of

his wife, and she, too, passed away in the above-

named county. The father of Mrs Thompson was

a resident of Connecticut until after his marriage,

when he removed to the Empire State, and for

a few years made his home in Orleans County.

From the town of Barre he removed to Genesee

Countj^ and in 1840 came to Illinois, accompanied

by his wife and their f.ainily of five children. Mr.

Knapp located in what is now Harrison Townshiji,

where he purchased and improved a farm. He and
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his wife departed this life at the home of our subjeet.

The maiden name of Mrs. Thompson's mother

was Maria Fowler, and her birth occurred in Put-

nam County, N. Y.

The two cliildreu comprising the houseliold of

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson are: Emily, who married

Luke T. Ilullett, and Dudley, who has been twice

married. His first wife was Eva Cowan and iiis

second, Mary C. Mutimer. He is the father of tliree

children: Edward 8., Carl J. and Fred M. Mrs.

Thompson is a member of tlie Methodist Episcopal

Church. In his political views, Mr. Thompson

votes with the Republican part}'.

(^ IjtILLIAM PINEGER, after a long life of

\rJ/l usefulness, is now living retired in Belvi-

V^^ dere. He is one of the well-known citi-

zens of the community, and it is with pleasure that

we present this record of his life to our readers.

A native of "Wiltshire, England, he was born Jan-

uary 26, 1835. His grandfather, William Pineger,

was a farmer, and spent his entire life in Wilt-

shire. The father of our subject, who also bore the

name of William, was reared upon a farm in Wilt-

shire, where he resided until 1849, when he crossed

the broad Atlantic and came directly to Boone

County, 111. He spent one year in Garden Prairie,

after which he removed to the town of Spring,

purchasing an improved farm, upon which he

made his home for some time. He is now living

in Chicago, at the advanced age of eighty-eight

years. His wife, Ann Wheatley, was born in Ashton,

Keynes, England, and was a daughter of Thomas
Wheatley. She died in Chicago, in 1878. The
family numbers nine children: Henry, Ann, Wil-

liam, Thomas, Elizabeth, Amy, Jane, Caroline and

Martha.

The first fourteen years of his life our subject

spent in his native land, and then sailed for Amer-

ica with his parents. They reached New York af-

ter a voyage of thirty-five days and went by way
of the Hudson River, the P>ie Canal and the Great

Lakes to Chicago, whence they came by team

t(i P)Oc>ne County. Mr. Pineger aided in the oper-

ation of his father's farm until 1869, when he was

united in marriage with Anna E. Triiip, who was

born in the town of Spring, Boone County, and is

the daughter of Edwin and Betsy (Peters) Tripp.

Her father was born in Somersetshire, England,

February 12, 1812, and was a son of John Tripp,

a farmer of that county. He was reared upon a

farm until 1842, when, on the 14th of April, lie

wedded Miss Peters, a daughter of Thomas and

Sarah (Lawrence) Peters, natives of Somersetshire.

Her father was a farmer and dealer in live stock.

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Tripp sailed for

America, and after a voyage of six weeks landed

at New Y'ork, whence they came direct to Boone

County, 111. They saw it in its pioneer days,

and in those early \'ears lived in true fron-

tier style. Mr. Tripp improved a good farm of

two hundred and twenty acres, upon which he

made his home until 1880, when he rented his

land and came to Belvidere, where he has since

lived a retired life.

After his marriage, Mr. Pineger operated a rented

farm for two j'ears, and then purchased a part of

the old homestead, upon which he resided until

1889. He was a successful farmer, industrious and

enterprising, and the neat appearance of his place

indicated his thrift and energy. Three years ago

he rented his farm and came to Belvidere. where

he built a pleasant and commodious residence on

Pearl Street, where with his wife and daughter,

Fannie A., their only child, he now resides, rest-

ing from all business cares.

Mr. and Mrs. Pineger were reared in the Episco-

pal faith; liut the latter is now a member of the

Presbyterian Church.

^^^
(OS l-^'/K^^ S»l ^

MOS B. LANNING. For many years, or

since his location in this county, the rep-

utation Mr. Lanning enjoys has been not

only that of a most substantial and pro-

gressive farmer, but of an intelligent and thor-

oughly posted man in all public affairs. Al-

though now in his seventy-sixth year, time has

dealt leniently with him, and he is still in the en-

joyment of comparatively good health, and takes

as deep an interest in all pulilic enterprises as in
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liis more 30uthful days. lie was originally from

Yates County, N. Y., born March 10, 181(5, and is

the son of James B. and Sarah (Raplee) Lannins,

both natives of New Jersey.

James B. Lanning's parents, Richard and Mar-

tha (Bigger) Lanning, were natives of New Jersey

and Canada, respective!}'. They moved to New
York State at an eail}' day, and there received their

final summons, both dying when about seventy-

five years of age. They were the parents of four

children. Mrs. Sarah (Raplee) Lanning's parents,

Andrew and Catharine (Adams) Raplee, were na-

tives of New Jersev, and died in Y'ates County,

N. Y. On both sides they were honest, respected

citizens, and farmers, so far as known. James B.

Lanning with his wife and family moved to this

county in June of the j'ear 1842. He w.as one of

the early settlers, and was prominently identified

with the growth and development of Boone

County until his death here, when seventy-seven

years of age. His wife also died in this county

when seventy-nine years of age. They were the

parents of twelve children, three of whom are liv-

ing at the present time. James B. Lanning and a

brother were in the "War of 1812, and in all prob-

.ability some of the ancestors were in the Revolu-

tionary War.

Amos B. Lanning remained with his parents un-

til Februarys, 1839, when his marriage with Miss

Catherine Strond occurred at the home of the lat-

ter. She was born in Sussex Count}', N. .J., on the

19th of July, 1818, and died in this county on

the 8th of .Lanuary, 1878. Her parents, Jacob and

Maria (Probasco) Strond, were natives of New
.lersey, and died in Steuben County, N. Y., when

eighty and fifty years old, respectively. Jacob

Strond was the son of Samuel and Catharine

Strond, who were also of New Jersey nativity, and

who died in Steuben County, N. Y., both when

about ninety-eight years of age. As before men-

tioned, our subject came with his parents to Boone

County, 111., in the spring of 1842, and made all

the journey by land, bringing his wife and house-

hold goods with teams. His father came b}'

water. They were quite well off for pioneers

when they landed here, and our subject took up

fort}' acres of Government land, on which he has

resided nearly ever since. His flrsf Imusc was a

very primitive affair, but in that Ion caliiu. witli

his thrifty and cheerful wife, he passed uian\-

bright and happy years.

Politically, Mr. Lanning was former! \- an Mid-

line Whig, but upon the formation of the Repub-

lican party he transferred his allegiance to it and

has ever since been a consistent and faithful su[)-

porter of that organ izatif.m. lie voted lirsi, for

W. H. Harrison, tlien for Fre]ii(,)nt and ever since

with the Republicans. Mr. Lanning has held a

number of local offices and is a worthy member of

the Baptist Church, having held membership in

that church since a resident of New York State.

To his marriage were born two children, as follows:

Sarah J., born in Illinois on the 14th of December,

1847, married E. S. Bowers, and both are now de-

ceased. They left one daughter, Jessie, who was

born in this county on the Gtli of Oetolier, 1871.

This daughter married Arthur J. Clieever, and

they have a little daughter, Christie S., wlio was

born on the 13th of March, 1891, and who is the

delight and comfort of 'Sir. Lanning's declining

years. She is a bright, sweet, winsome little thing.

Our subject's second child, Daniel R., was born in

this county on the 7th of July, 1849, and died

wheu thirteen years of age. Mr. Lanning's grand-

son-in-law, Artliur J. Clieever, was born in Wis-

consin on the 8th of Januar}-, 18(34, and is work-

ing on the farm for our subject.

Ei^^^

ON. FREEMAN GRAHAM, of R. ckford,

was born in Sinisluir}-, Hartford County.

Conn., October 11, 18()(;. His lioyliood

days were passed in his native place, where

he received a common school-education, and

served an apprenticeship of seven years in making

cotton and woolen machines, becoming a practical

machinist. In 1854, he came West, entered the

employ of Charles Walker, of Chicago, and took

charge of his iron works in Beloit, AVis., where he

remained two years.

Receiving an offer of a larger salary, Mr. Gra-

ham came to Rockford and entered the employ of

Mr. P>merson. He became sole manayer of the
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well-known firm of Emerson, Talcott & Co., manu-

facturers of farm implements, and in that respon-

sible position was widely known as an enterpris-

ing and ])rogressivc business man. AVIien the

Rockford Cotton Mills were started under his di-

rect supervision, he became part owner and re-

tained his connection with that flourishing en-

terprise for many years. He also erected and

owns the distillery now operated by his sons under

the firm name of Graham Bros.

A man of thrift and large executive ability,

Mr. Graham has aided in the upbuilding of Rock-

ford and has alwaj^s taken a deep interest in local

affairs. While a resident of Connecticut, he

served some years in the State Legislature and

held the office of Justice of the Peace for many
years. For five years he served efficiently and to

the universal satisfaction as Alderman of the

Fifth Ward, in which position he contributed

effectively to the advancement of the cit}'. An
extensive traveler, as early as 1828 he went to

South America, and spent one j'ear in Yucatan,

where he was interested in introducing a machine

for dressing maniia from the raw material into

practical use, and he still has in his possession a

certificate of grant from the Spanish authorities

for his machine.

At the age of eight^'-five years, Mr. Graham is

quite active, retains the use of his intellectual

and physical faculties, has never used eye glasses,

and retains that sanguine and buoyant spirit char-

acteristic of youth. On May 3, 1892, he cele-

brated the sixtieth anniversary of his marriage.

The maiden name of his estimable and devoted

wife was Julia Driggs, and she was born in Bark-

hamsted, Litchfield County, Conn., October 2, 1814,

her ancestors being of Scotch origin. They have

been the parents of seven children, the eldest of

wliom, Julia and Mary, died young. Byron is a

distiller in Rockford, and he and his brother,

Freeman, Jr., belong to the firm of Graham Bros.

Cotton Mills Company. The former married Miss

Mary Higlit, of California, and the latter chose as

his wife Miss Elizabeth Cammon. Julius, general

manager of the firm of (iraham Bros. Cotton Mills

Company, married Miss Emily Brantenliam. Julia

is the wife of Henry Warner, who manages the

paper and cotton mills at Rock Island, 111. David,

the youngest son, is manager of the distillery.

Mr. and Mrs. Graham attend the Episcopal Church

and are highly esteemed in the city, where they

have resided for so many years.

The father of our subject, whose name was like-

wise Freeman, was a soldier in the Revolutionary

War and followed the business of a clothier until

he died in middle age. Grandfather William Gra-

ham, who was of Scotch parentage, was a promi-

nent physician of the Nutmeg State. The mother

of our subject, whose maiden name was Hannah

May, was born in Connecticut, where she died at

the age of eighty-four. Her father, John May,

whose ancestors had been connected with the Colo-

nial settlement of New England, attained to the

great age of ninet3'-nine, at which time his death

was caused b}' injuries received from falling down
a flight of stairs. Our subject was the youngest,

with one exception, of ten children, all of wliom

attained to mature years. One Ijrother, Harvey,

served through the War of 1812 as Sergeant. Of

that large family our subject is the only survivor,

the others having preceded him in death. Poli-

ticall.y, Mr. Graham was originally a Whig, and

subsequently became a Republican, and during the

war was a stanch Union man.

ANH':L G. SPAULDINC, Alderman of the

Seventh Ward, is one of the prominent cit-

izens of Rockford, where he occupies a

pleasant home at No. 402 North Court Street. For

many years he was one of the most successful and

enterprising business men of the citj^, engaging as

a grocer on West State Street until 1888, when he

was succeeded in business by his son George D.

and H. S. Crandall. He i)0ssesses a genial, com-

panionable disposition, keen discrimination and

the qualities of thrift which have contributed to

his prosperity, and has taken an active part in

everything which is conducive to the success of

himself personally or of the city, having erected

and improved fourteen fine residences, including

six brick flats that are con venientl3' located.

A native of New Hampshire, Mr. Spaulding
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was born in Acworth, November 25, 1839, and

is the son of Nehemiah and Betsy (Ha3'ward)

Spaulding. After receiving a common-school ed-

ucation in his native village, he removed, at the

age of eighteen j^ears, to the growing West and

sought a home in the bustling town of Rockford.

"When the Civil War broke out and threatened to

engulf the liberties of our people, he enlisted in

the defense of the Union, August 9, 1862, as a

member of Companj- I, Seventj'-fourth Illinois

Infantry, Capt. Irvin and Col. Jason Marsh com-

manding. With his regiment he proceeded imme-

diatel3' to the front and joined the Army of the

Cumlierland, meeting the enemy at Perryville,

Ky.

Afterward the regiment marched into the en-

emy's countr}' and fought at the battles of Stone

River and Lookout Mountain, in which Mr.

Spaulding participated actively, as well as in many
engagements of minor importance. After a val-

orous service of nearlj- tliree years, during which

time he was promoted to be First Lieutenant,

he was honorably dischirgcd, and going to Chi-

cago, joined the United States troops in May,

1865, as Plrst Lieutenant. Upon the Western

plains, for nearly two j-ears he did dut}- as a scout

and suppressor of Indian outbreaks, after which

he returned to Rockford in 1867.

Hy his first marriage, Mr. .Spaulding had one

son, George D., a progressive young gentleman

who carries on a real-estate business.

January' 1, 1872, at Rockford, occurred the mar-

ri.age of Mr. Spaulding and Miss Sophia R. Rannie.

Mrs. Spaulding was born in Scotland and was a

small child when she came to the L^nited States

with her parents, who located in this part of Illi-

nois and here died. She received her education

in the schools of the citj' and is a lady of culture

and unusual abilit}-. The marriage has been

blessed by the birth of one child, Lulu, who is

at home with her parents.

A prominent Republican, Mr. Spaulding has

served as Supervisor of his ward and is the pres-

ent Alderman. AVith his wife, he holds member-
ship in the Presb3terian Church and aids those

projects which will promote the welfare of the

communit}', moralli", religiously or educationally-.

Mrs. Spaulding is President of the Woman's Re-

lief Corps of this city and Vice-President f>{ the

State order, usually attending the State and na-

tional conventions of the order and aiding in its

deliberations and decisions. In charit.ible work,

she is foremost and is of a noble and devoted

character.

Socially, Mr. Spaulding is an influential member
of G. L. Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R., of Rock-

ford; is a Master M.ason, and an active memlior of

tlie Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having

occupied all the chairs of Rockford Encampment,

No. 44. He is now Vice-President of the Rock-

ford Baking Company, a prominent concern estab-

lished here in 1889, and of which he was one of

the chief promoters. He is a stockholder in the

Rockford National Bank, and has perlmps done as

much toward advancing the various industries of

Rockford as any other citizen.

& "~SJ < T >• [^ ^

^^EORGE TULLOCK, one of the enterpris-

ij (—;. ing farmers of Owen Township, Winne-
^^^^1 bago County, has demonstrated the fact

that perseverance and zeal will prevail to conquer

circumstances and gain a competence for him

who exercises those qualities. He now owns a

good farm on section 34, upon which will he

found all the improvements which reflect credit

upon his thrift and judgment. Mr. TuUock was

born in the parish of Rothiemay, Banffshire, Scot-

land, Julj' 4, 1815, and is a son of George and

Isabella (Cran) Tullock. The father was born in

Nairnshire, and the mother m Banffshire. George

Tullock was a contractor and Iniilder by trade, but

in later life settled upon a small farm, where he

spent his last 3'ears, dying at the advanced age of

eighty-five: the mother departed this life when
fort3--two 3'ears of age.

The two children comprising the parental house-

hold were Ann, who married Alexander C lark,

and now makes her home with our sulijeet; and

George, of this sketch. The latter was reared and
educated in his native parish and commenced at tlie

age of sixteen years to learn the shoemaker's

trade, serving an apprenticeship of three 3'ears.
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In 1839, he set sail fur America, leaving C41as-

gow on the vessel "lluniee," commanded by Capt.

White. lie landed on American soil in September

of that year, the voyage cimsuming ten weeks,

and he came directly to Illinois. He worked at his

trade in Chicago for two weeks and then found

emi)l(.iyinent on a farm twelve miles northwest of

the city. Nine moiitlis later, he moved to Will

County, wliere he worked at his trade until the

spring of 1811, at whicli lime he settled on a farm

and remained until the fall of the 3'ear, when he

again went to Chicago and engaged passage with

a teamster for Rockford. The roads being in a

very had condition, thej' were enabled to travel

oiil\- twehe miles the first day, and our subject,

thinking he could make lietter time on foot,

walked the rest of the distance.

On his arrival in Rockford, George Tullock en-

tered the employ of Daniel Dow, and worked at

his trade until 1845. In the meantime, having

made claim to a tract of Government land on

wliat is now section 2(i, liurritt Township, he re-

moved upon it anil c(.)minenced the work of its

improvement and cultivation. There being no

railroads in the vicinity, he hauled his produce to

Chicago, one hundrt'd miles away, which journey

general!}' occui)icd a week. Mr. Tullock in 1862

sold the farm just mentioned and purchased the

tract where he now resides on section 34, Owen
Township.

The original of this sketch was married, (Jeto-

ber 3, 1845, to Mary A. Milne. She was liorn in

Kincardineshire, Scotland, and was the daughter of

James Milne. She departed this life October 27,

1890, after having become the mother of nine chil-

dren, viz: Margaret, William, Emma, Alonzo, Yol-

neyaiid (ieorge; those who are deceased are A. R.;

Orlando, who died at the age of two years and eight

months; and Henry A. when ten years and two

months old. In his political views, Mr. Tullock

votes the Republican ticket, and in religious mat-

ters is liberal. He served as Assessor of Burritt

Township ten j-ears, and of Owen Township

twenty years. He has also been School Treasurer

the same length of time. Our subject stands very

high in the eomnuinitv, and is thoroughlj' honest

and uiiright in all his dealings. A compliment

was [)aid his character hj* a liaptist minister who

had been a neighbor of Mr. I'ullock's ftir man}'

years, and who when making his will named him as

one of the executors. When asked why lie did so

after he had pronounced Mr. Tullock an infidel,

he replied that he knew him to be an honest man.

ETER JOHNSON is one of the most enter-

/ jirising business men of Rockford that

Sweden has furnished to this countiy. He

is now Superintendent, a Director and a

stockholder of the Excelsior Furniture Company,

which position he has held for six years, and

much of the success of that company is due to his

untiring efforts. He was born in Skona, Sweden,

September 11, 1844, and is a son of John Hanson,

who is 3et living at the age of sevent3'-three

years. His wife, whose maiden name was Hannah

Pearson, died in 1890, at the age of sixty-nine

years. Like her husband, she was a member of

the Swedish Lutheran Churcli. The first of the

family to come to this country was a sister of our

subject, now Mrs. Carrie Munson, of Byron, Ogle

Count}', 111., her husband. Nelson Munson, being

a large farmer of that county. A brother, Nels

Johnson, who came to America after our subject,

is now married and is employed as a mechanic by

the Excelsior Furniture Company.

Our subject spent his childhood days in the land

of his birth, and there learned the trade of a gen-

eral mechanic with his father, who followed that

occupation as his life work. At length he deter-

mined to try his fortune in America, and sailed

from Malmo to New York City, from whence he

came at once to the West. In Rockford, he was

joined in wedlock with Miss Mary C. Carlson, who

was born in Smoland, Sweden, in February, 1860,

and came to the United States in 1888. Her

mother died in Sweden, where her father is still

living at quite an advanced age. Throughout his

entire life he has followed the occupation of

farming. Two sisters also reside in this country.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson has been

blessed with two children: A. Clarence and Edith-

Hannah. The parents both hold memljershij) with
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the First Lutheran Swedish Church, and are liighl

y

respected people, wlio liave many friends through-

out lhiscommunit3'. Their home is a pleasant res

ideuce at No. 1013 Fifth Avenue, where they have

resided for some time. In his political atliliations,

Mr. Johnson is a supporter of Republican princi-

l)les.

Since coming to Rockfurd, in 1S76, he has been

connected with tiie furniture factories of this city,

first with the Central Furniture Factor}-, and

afterwards with the Forest City Furniture Fac-

tory, being with the latter for eight years. His

experience, therefore, well fitted him to accept the

position which he occupies with the Excelsior

Furniture Company. He is also a practical me-

chanic and cabinet-maker, and thus thoroughly

understanding the business, is capable of super-

intending those engaged in that work. He has

carved out ids own fortune, and the result shows

that it was no unskilled hand that did the work.

ylLLIAM H. WORTHINGTON is Treasurer

of the Republican at Rockford, whose first

issue was made April 10,1890. The scheme

of setting on foot a first-class Republican paper

was undertaken by our subject, in companj' with

other well-known men of the cit}', it being incor-

porated with the following oflicers: H. H. Robin-

son, President; S. A. .Johnson, Vice-President;

Will J. .Johnson, Secretary, and W. H. Worthing-

ton, Treasurer; with H. O. Hilton, Managing Edi-

tor, and C. D. AUyn. City Editor. The company

is formed of well-known young business men of

this section and its backers represent a large

amount of capital. From the beginning, the paper

has been issued moining and evening, semi-

weekly and weekly, and its wonderful growth has

far exceeded the expectation of its promoters. Our
subject is a native of Rockford, having been born

here in 1854. He received a practical education

in the common and High Schools of this city, and,

having spent a great deal of his time in his father's

drug store, became a student and graduated in

pharmacy, giving his entire time and attention to

compounding drugs until he connected himself

with the enterprise to which lie gives liis licst

efforts. His life has been a busy one and while

yet in his prime he has shown his al)ility to manage
with great skill the affairs in which he is interested.

The history of our subject's family in this city

is of a character worthy of some special mention.

In 1838, William Worthington, his father, came
to Rockford when a young man and was recog-

nized as one of its prominent business men and
good citizens from the very outset. In 1813. he

became the proprietor of a drug store on East

State Street, which is to-day in the possession of

the family and which is not only regarded as the

oldest drug house, but the oldest permanent busi-

ness firm in the city. The senior Mr. Worthington

managed the business for some years on his own
account, and later associated with him his sons,

when the firm became Worthington k Sons, and
later W. II. Worthington & Co. At the present

time, it is known under the firm title of Worthing-

ton ife Slaid, who do a thriving business at the old

stand.

The death of William Worthington occurred in

this city in 1886, and in his death Rockford lost an

old settler, a worthy and upright citizen and a

man loved by all who knew him. He lived to see

the many changes that have been the means of

making it what it is to-d.ay—the leading inland

city in the State. Mr. Worthington always took

an active interest in everything that was calculated

to benefit the city, and gave liberally- of his income

in the furtherance of all good measures. He was

once in a position to become wealthy, but never

clamored for more of this world's goods than just

what was necessary to make him comfortable in

life.

The father of our subject was born in Enfield,

Conn., in 1819. Losing his parents when quite

young, he grew up and was educated in Springfield,

Mass., where the family were very prominent,

many of its members being associated with leading

enterprises in that city, one of the main streets

bearing their name. Mr. Worthington was yet a

young man when he came to Rockford where he

met and married a worth}- lady, who bore the name
of Eliza Kellogg. She was born in Cuvahoga
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County, Ohio, June 14, 1823, and was lirougiit to

this comnuinit_y by her [lari'iits in her girlhood

days where she completed iier education. She is

yet living, is smart and active and one of Rock-

ford's recognized niatvc.ms and good Christian

women. Like her husl)and, she has done every-

thing to encourage tliat which is progressive and

good.

William IT. Wurthinglun of tliis sketcli after be-

coming [icrmanently settled in liusiness, saw the

need of a true helpmate and was united in niar-

ri.age with Miss Adelle Shaw, M.ay 30, 187',). Tlie

lady was born in the AVolverine State in lHol and

was quite young wlien lier parents became resi-

dents (if IJockford. whei'c she was given a good

schooling and has since become one of the leading-

ladies in social and religi<nis cucles. Her father,

C. A. Shaw, now deceased, was for many yeai'S a

prominent merchant of this city, but at the time

of his demise was retired from active life, his death

occurring when sixt^'-flve yeai's of age. His wife.

who was formerly Jliss Clarissa Stowell, died here

when well advanced in }'ears.

Our subject and his wife arc members and active

workers in the Centennial Metliodist P^iiiscopal

CHiurch of Rockford.

••• '-^^g^—

^

JC^ ••• C^^fi=^^
,/rs^ Al\n'EL M. PEARSALL, a retire.! farmer

\^^ living in Poplar Crove, was liorn in

IvLO!' ''^''-^"''i Chenango Count}', N.Y., Decem-

ber 24, 1832. His father, John Pearsall,

was also a native i.if the Empire State, where he

resided until 1839, and then with his wife and
four children came to lllin.iis, and located in

Boone County, at a time when all the land w.as

owned liy till' (iovcrnment, and doer and other

wild animals were very numerous. Mr. Pearsall

purchased a claim to a tract of land in what is

now Belvidere Townsliip, on which there was a

log lK>\ise. He imi)ruved the farm, and resided

there until about two vears before his decease,

when he disposed of his estate and lived a retired

life, dying in March, 186,5.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden

name of Clarinda Walker. She w.as liorn in

Chenango County, N. Y., and is the daughter of

Samuel Walker, and is one of a family of seven-

teen children, all liorn of the same parents, eight

girls and nine boys. All lived to become the

heads of families.

Ovn- subject is one in a family of six children,

f<.)ur of whom are living, namely: Albert L.,

Samuel M., Martha and Mary. He of whom we

write was a lad of seven ^eai's when he came to

Illinois with his parents, and was thus old enough

to remember the incidents of the long journej',

and the pioneer life in this county. He attended

the district schools wlien they were taught in the

log school-house, furnished in the most primitive

fashion.

Samuel M. Pear.sall remained with his parents

until seventeen _years of age, when he went to

Iowa, making the journey with a team. The lirst

winter he operated a threshing-machine, then

began to learn the carpenter trade at Independ-

ence. He followed that trade most of the time

for seven years, then returned to Boone Count}-

and worked at his trade for two years. He was

then married, September 20, 18.')0, to Annie

Candy, and removed to a farm near Poplar Grove.

Mrs. Pearsall was born in Brantford, London

District, Province of Ontario, Canada, June 27,

1838, and was the daughter of William V. Candy,

who was horn in Somersetshire, JCngland, and w.as

the only member of his father's family who came

to America, making his advent into the New
AVorld in 1835.

The father of Mrs. Pearsall, on locating in this

country, was married at Albany, N. Y., Januar}'

28, 1836, to Elizabeth Clark, and in the spring of

that year removed to Canada and located at

Brantford, where he died two years later. The

mother, who afterward married Robert Dymond,
still resides in Caledonia Township. She was

born in Somersetslnre, England, in 1810

The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Pearsall,

Charles Clark, was also a native of England, and

came to America with his family in 1835. Spend-

ing that winter in Albany, he then removed to

Brantford, Canada, whei-e he purchased a farm

which contained a sawmill. i\Ir. Clark operated

the mill and superintended the improvement of
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his farm until tiie time of his coming to Illinois,

wliere he departed this life in Boone Count}'.

The lad}' to wliom he was married was Elizalieth

Porter.

To Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall have been born two

children who are living, namely: Eva, who is now
tlu^ wife of W. E. Gorman, and resides in Poplar

(irovc, and Charles. James A., the second son,

who was a conductor on the Chicago & North-

western Railroad, was killed at Madison, Wis.,

May 6, I88.'5, when nineteen years of age. In his

political relations, our subject is a Republican, and

greatly respected in his community.

WoILLIAM WATSON. The gentleman whose

life sketch and portrait are here presented,

died at his home at No. 611 West State

Street, in October, 1881. He had come to this

count}' many years before, and was a well-known

and influential citizen. His birth occurred in Tren-

ton, N. .1. His father was a native of Scotland,

and resided both in Glasgow and Edinburg. Hav-

ing served an apprenticeship as a silversmith,

while yet a young man he came to this country

and settled in Trenton, N. .J., where he was mar-

ried. Ills death occurred in the prime of life, after

which his widow with her family removed to Roch-

ester, N. Y.

In that city, our subject was reared to manhood,

and acquired a good education. Indeed, he stood

so high in his class, that he received a compliment-

ary scholarship to the State Normal in Albany N.

Y., from which institution he afterward was grad-

uated. He then engaged in teaching for some

years in Western New York, after which he edited

and published a mental arithmetic, at the request

of the otlieers of the State Normal, who knevv his

ability as a mathematician. Throughout his life,

love of study was one of his chief characteristics,

and his large library contained the works of many
of the best ancient and modern writers.

When a single man, Mr. Watson came West and

in Flint, Mich., was joined in wedlock to Miss Lot-

lie L. Goodrich, who w.as born, reared and educa-

ted in Potsdam. N. Y. Her father, Truxton A.

Goodrich, was reared in St. Lawrence County, N.

Y., and was one of its prominent citizens. At the

breaking out of the late war, his eldest son, David

A., who w.as only sixteen years of age, determined

to enter the service, and not wishing him to go

alone, ]Mr. Goodrich joined him. and in 18(11 they

enlisted in Company E, Ninety-second New York

Infantry. A few months later the son sickened,

and died May 30, 1862, in a Southern hospital,

when less than seventeen years of age. Ills father

survived him only about six months, and while

doing detached duty, died in October, 1.SG2, at the

age of forty-three years. He was also lunied on

Southern soil. The loss of husband and son was a

sad blow to Mrs. (Toodrich, who, after six years of

sorrow, w.as called to join the loved ones gone be-

fore. She was fifty-tw^o years of age at the time

of her death. Both husband and wife were among

the original members of the Congregational Church

in Potsdam, N. Y.

'Mrs. Watson, wife of our subject, was carefully

reared and educated. She has a brother and sister

still living: Daniel J., who married Alice Furman,

resides on a farm in Hortonville, Yt., and they

have three children: Henry B., Lotta and Fred;

Mary M. is the wife of .Joshua Curtis, a farmer re-

siding near Flint, Mich., and they have two sons:

Caleb and Fred, I^nto Mr. and Mrs. Watson were

born three children, but Edith K. and Alice M.

died in childhood; Fannie is a student in the pub-

lic schools.

The year following his arrival in Rockford, Jlr.

AVatson established the Rockford Insurance Com-

pany, of which he was Secretary for some years

and chief manager. He served as Mayor of the

city for one term, but was never an oftice-seeker.

In politics, he was a Republican, prominent in the

circles of his party, and took a deep interest in its

success. He was a self-made man, but though he

w.as forced to start out in life empty-handed, he

won success by his own efforts. He was public-

spirited, and spent his money freely for the ad-

vancement of any cause calculated to upbuild the

community. His many worthy characteristics won

him the confidence and esteem of all, and in his

de.ath it w.as believed the county had lost one of

her best citizens. He was a man of line literar\-
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attainments, as tlie following lines attest. They

were written after listening to a sermon in which

the simile of tlie tunnel was used:

PASSING TIlRorGII THE TUNNEL.

As we steam toward the tuunel,

Gentle banks on eitlier side

Swiftly rising, frown upon us

And the fading landscape hide;

And a sad and solemn stillness

Gives a gloom to ev'r\f face.

As the train, a-thund'ring onward,
Ruslies in the narrow space.

In an in.stant all is darknessl

And we hold the list'ning l)reath,

As the lieart is leaping upward
To escape the threatened death;

While the darkness grows the darker.

And the gloomier is the roll,

And a thousand hideous fancies

Fiercely glare upon the soul!

Till a glimmer, seen before us.

Swiftly o])ens into day.
And the danger and the darkness

Are forever fled away;
And a fresher, sweeter prospect

Spreads in beauty to the eye,

Witli its smiling hills and valleys

And its waters rippling by.

So is death to ev'ry Christian,

As he passes through the vale

—

As the shadows darken round him,
And the glooms of death prevail;

How the spirit sadly lingers

Willi the passing jo3's of life,

And how Nature dreads the passage,

And the Soul the final strife.

First the darkness, then the glimmer,
Then the glorious light is seen.

And the heavenly land discloses.

Dressed in one eternal green!

All along the shining valley

Is the Tree of Life displayed!

And the Stream of Life is sweetl}'

Flowing on beneath the shade!

C)n the verge are hills of beauty.

With eternal cedars crowned.
And within, from choirs of angels.

Heavenly music floats around!
Christian brother, at the tunnel

Let no heaving sigh be given,

For if earth is lost in passing.

You shall win the jo3's of Heaven

!

Generous and sympathetic, he was ever a friend

to those suffering from misfortune. Did want

stare them in the face, his hand was open to help

them; did the burdens of life, or the weight of

years bow down upon them, his presence came like

a benediction, and by his countless kind acts be

brought gleams of sunshine through their gloom,

and warmed their hearts as thej' moved down the

rugged hills toward the Sunset Land.

Mrs. Watson still makes her home at her pleas-

ant residence on the corner of West State and

West Streets. She is an intelligent lady, true and

faithful, and in social circles ranks high. AVith

the Second Congregational Church she holds mem-
bership, and her life has been in harmony with her

profession. To the poor and needy she is a faith-

ful friend, and the distressed never seek her aid in

vain.

V tSH*^* /

EDWIN LANDER. Among the self-made

men of Boone County none deserve greater

credit than the subject of this notice, who
is in possession of a comfortable amount of this

world's goods, obtained by hard labor and good

management, and is living retired on his estate on

section 15, Spring Township. Like many of the

prominent residents of this county, lie is a native

of E)ngland, having been born April 2(1, 1SL5, in

Wiltshire.

Edwin Lander, of this sketch, determined to try

his fortune in the New AVorld, and, setting sail

from Bristol in the vessel "Java," April 6, 1849,

was eight weeks en route to this country. Land-

ing in New York, he came direct to this county,

where he purchased eighty acres of land. He
later added to his possessions until he is now the

owner of one hundred and fifty and one-half ex-

cellently improved acres.

Miss Mary Skitterej' was united in marriage with

our subject January 5, 1837. The lad}' was born

in Somersetshire, England, September 14, 1812,

and was the daughter of William and Ann Skit-

terey, both of whom died in their native England,

the father when fifty-four years of age, and the

mother in her sixty-seventh jear. Mr. and Mrs.
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Lamlor li;ive four children living, as follows:

William E., who was born in Somersetshire, Oeto-

ber 2'2, 1837, is a farmer; p]rl\rard 1'., who also

had his birth in England, Febi'uary 2, 1813, is

married and the father of three children; Eliza,

who was born in Wiltshire, January 21, 1848, is

f residing at home; Susan A., born Januar}^ 31,

1852, in this count}', is the widow of W. H. Terr}'

and the mother of four children. Another daugh-

ter of our sul)jeet, Mary, was married to B}ron

Johnson, and at her decease left four children.

He of whom we write was a son of William and

Susan Lauder, who lived and died in England at

an advanced age. Our subject had a brother

James, who caine to America in IS 16. His ma-

ternal grandfather was Edward Mathews, who
followed the occupation of a farmer. Mr. Lander

has four great-grandchildren, one of whom is

nine years of age. He owns and occupies a pleas-

ant home and, in company with his son AVilliam,

was the first to agitate the subject and to build a

creamery in this vicinity, which they have since

sold.

A Repulilican in politics, Mr. Lander cast his

first vote for Fremont. He is at present living-

retired, his farm being managed by his sou Will-

iam, in whose hands the acres are made to blos-

som as the rose. This son has been Treasurer of

the Board of Highway Commissioners, and h.as

held many other positions of trust, in which he

has served with credit to himself and benefit to

the community.

i>-^^<m ^—

RANK A. BAXTER, who is eng.aged in

general farming on section 23, New Mil-

ford Township, is one of the representative

citizens of AVinnebago County, and a native citi-

zen as well. He was born on the 15th of Sep-

temlier, 1845, and is a son of John and Maria

(Horton) Baxter, both of whom were natives of

Ithaca, Tompkins County, N. Y. The father was

a farmer and with his wife and seven children

emigrated Westward, settling on twenty-one acres

of land on section 30, New Milford Township.

Our subject was the fifth son and seventh child.

He left home at the age of fourteen years and be-

gan working as a farm hand at ^6 per month, and
for three months during the year worked for his

board and schooling, for his father was poor and
had a hard struggle to support the family. After

working by the month for four years, he then be-

gan operating rented land and when twenty-four

years of age purchased forty acres of land in New
Milford Township, selling at a profit of §350. He
then l)Ought eighty acres in Cherry "V^alley Town-
ship, upon which he built a house. A year later,

he secured as a companion and helpmate on life's

journey Miss Helen Conkling, of that township, a

daughter of James and Theresa J. (Martin) Conk-
ling. Her parents were natives of the Empire

State and were among the pioneers of this county.

By their union have been born one son and four

daughters: Bert, born January 12, 1873
; M\'rtle,

June 10, 1874; Emma, June 26, 1876; Ellie, June

1, 1878, and Frankie, March 29, 1880.

Mr. and Mrs. Baxter resided in Cherry A'alley

Township for six years, when he sold his farm and

removed to New Milford Township, purchasing

one hundred and seventy-eight acres on section

25. He paid §32.50 jier acre for forty acres

and §26 per acre for the remaining amount.

It was but slightly improved and he has since ex-

pended upon it §4,200 in buildings, has planted a

good orchard, and set out many fine shade trees,

which are now growing: The land is also under a

high state of cultivation, and this farm is one of

the attractive and desirable places in the town-

ship. Mr. Baxter next purchased one hundred

and forty-four acres, called the Mill property, ad-

joining the village of New Milford, and in March,

1891, bought and removed to his present farm of

one hundred and ninety-four acres adjoining the

village on the West. During all these years, he

has engaged in general farming and for the past

five years has also engaged in shipping cattle and

hogs to the Chicago Union Stock Yards.

Mr. and Mrs. Baxter are members of the ]Metliod-

ist Church of New Milford and are genial, social

people who have many warm friends throughout

the community. They have given their children

good educational adv.ant.ages and have a family

of which they may well be (iroud. Bert is now
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attending- the Rockford High Scliool and Emma
has fitted herself to enter the same school. In pol-

itics, Mr. Baxter is a Republican. He has never

sought or desired public office and was much sur-

prised wiien, in Jiiiio, 181)1, ho I'eceived tlie appoint-

ment as Su|)crvis(ir of liis township to fill a

vacancy caused \>\ the death of Price Lewis.

However, he will prove a faithful officer ns he is

true to every trust reposed in him. His business

career has licen a most prosperous one and for it

lie deserves great credit as it is tlie result of his

own unaided efforts. He is n prominent and in-

fluential citizen of the community and is deservedly

popular among his fellow-townsmen.

RS. VALLONIA H. SIIEDD, M. D., has for

twenty-one years engaged in the practice

of medicine in Rockfoi'd. Of those women
who liave made a name and fortune for

themselves in tlie prnctice of medicine, none are

more deserving of mention than our sutiject, who
is known throughout the State as a skillful physi-

cian. She has made her home in Rockford since

18,57, and is both widely and favoi-alily known.

Dr. Sheild was liorn in Warsaw, W^'oming

County, X. Y. Her grandfather, Edward Putnam,

Sr., was a native of Vermont, and a kinsman of

Gen. Putnam, of Revolutionary fame. He himself

fought throughout the struggle for independence

and lived to be ninety-two years of age. He mar-

ried Rachel Rej'nolds, who was born in New Eng-

land, of English descent, and reached the very

advanced age of ninety-seven years. She was a

prominent and well-educated woman, and her last

days were siien'j in the West. Edward Putnam,

Jr., the father of the Doctor, was born in Grafton,

^ Vt., and with his parents removed to Warsaw N.

Y., in lisio. Two years later, he married Rachel

llutton, who (lied at the age of fort3--six years, af-

ter the birth of nine children. Mr. Putnam was

the first merchant of Warsaw, N. Y., and the mar-

riage of him and liis wife w.as the second celebrated

in Wyoming County. He continued business for

many years in that city, and was one of its prom-

inent residents. He served as magistrate for many

years, kc|)t a hotel for many 3^ears, and was a

leader of the people in all public matters. About

two years prior to his death, he came to the West,

and after residing for about eighteen months with

his son in Wisconsin, came to Rockford. Six

months later, he died at the home of his son Lu-

cius, at the age of eighty-three 3'ears.

At the age of sixteen years. Dr. Shedd began

teaching school, and for seven years followed that

profession in her native State. In Warsaw, she

gave her hand in marriage to David Shedd, a na-

tive of Vermont, who, when a young man, re-

moved to New York. He was a molder by trade,

and followed that business for some }'ears after

coming to Rockford in 1857. lie was a quiet, un-

assuming man, upright in all the relations of life,

and for his honest^' and morality was highly es-

teemed. His death occurred in this city in Sep-

tember, 1881, at the age of seventy-one years.

LTnto Mr. and Mrs. Shedd were born four chil-

dren: Henry C, a member of the firm of Putnam &
Shedd, furniture dealers of Rockford; .Julia, wife

of Frank E. Trumbull, now a clerk in the Centen-

nial Clothing Store, of Rockford, and an enterpris-

ing young man, who has sj)ent his entire life in

this city; Washington Irving, who died in child-

hood: and Helen Irene, deceased, who married Dr.

T. A. Proctor, now of Rochester, N. Y.; she had

been formerly married, and by her second union

she left three daughters and a son.

By nature, INIrs. Shedd was fitted for the work in

which she is now engaged, possessing natural abil-

itj' in that direction She first began doctoring

her own family, but soon neighbors and friends re-

quested her services, and at length the calls made

upon her she found to be more than she could at-

tend to. When the law went into effect that a

doctor's license should be required, she secured

one without trouble, and has since been engaged

in the active practice of medicine. Her work has

been very successful, and she has never lost one

out of all the febrile cases which she has attended.

She is now making a siiecialt}' of chronic cases,

but, owing to increasing age and failing health,

she cannot now attend to so large a pi'actiee as

was formerly hers. She has reached the age of

seventy-six, but with the exception of her hearing.
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which is partially impaired, she is still as well pre-

server! as many inueli younger ladies. Her reputa-

tion has extended all over the State, and with it

she has gained man}' warm friends who esteem her

highly for lier sterling worth.

ON. 1). EM.AIONS ADAMS. The gentle-

man whose portrait and life sketch are here

presented to our readers, has been a resi-

dent of Winnebago Count}' since July,

Born in Rensselaer County, N. Y., February

23. 1818, he is a son of Hiel and Mary (Newton)

Adams, also natives of the above-named State and

county, wliere they resided on a farm. The father

died in 1843 in his fifty-fourth year and the mother

passed away five j'cars later, aged fifty-six years.

Our subject was one of a family of eight chil-

dren, his brothers and sisters being Ezra, who re-

sides in Laona Township, this county; Hiel, who

departed this life in Rensselaer County, N. Y., in

1890; Elijah, who makes his home at Brodhead,

Wis.; Emma, who married D. Waterbur}', and died

in Wayne County, N. Y.; Mary M., Mrs. John

Chaloner, who resides in Rensselaer Count}', N. Y.;

Sadie A., the wife of James M. Rockwell, who lives

in Pontiac, Mich., and Sarah, Mrs. Samuel R. Young,

who resides in Delaware County, Iowa.

D. E. Adams was reared to manhood on his fa-

ther's farm, and after obtaining his education in

the common schools, taught in the neighborhood.

In 1842, he was married to Palmyra Houghton, who
was born April 23, 1813, in Rensselaer County,

N. Y., and died eighteen months after her marriage.

August 9, 1845, Mr. Adams was united in mar-

riage with Miss Palmyra Bills, who was born m
Berkshire County, Mass., July 20, 1821. Mr. Ad-

ams came to Illinois in 1846, and purchased one

hundred and twenty acres of section 29, Laona

Township, on which were a few acres broken and

a very rude log cabin. He then returned to tiie

Empire State, and, in the spring, brought his wife

and child with him to the new home.

Until 1886, our subject gave his attention to

agricultural pursuits, and at that time w.as the

owner of an estate comprising five hundred acres.

The tract upon which he resided included two

hundred and eighty acres, the entire amount fieing

under excellent cultivation and supplied with first-

class farm buildings of every descrii)lion. Selling

out his property in the above-named year, he re-

moved to Durand, where he now resides.

Starting out in life poor in this world's goods,

the first employment secured by Mr. Adams was as

a farm-hand at 88 per month, lie saved enough
of his earnings to bring him West, and in c\'ery

department of work has since been successful, be-

ing classed at the present time among the wealthy

citizens of Winnebago County. To himself and
estimable wife have been born four children: Kos-

coe E. was born May 17, 1846, and Decemlier 17,

1872, was married to Adella Stewart; he departed

this life in August, 1885. Mary A. was born Au-
gust 20, 1848. and is the wife of Charles R. Stewart,

of Dickinson County, Iowa. Elma A. w.as born

March 8, 1851, and is now Mrs. Thuirow W. Web-
ster, of Durand. Charlotte G. was born Sc|)tein-

ber 19, 1852, and is the wife of Warren K. Filer

of this place.

Our subject cast his first vote for William Henry
Harrison, in 1840, and since that time has voted

the Republican ticket. He has served his fellow-

townsmen as Assessor and Collector nine years,

.and for a period of twelve years w.as Supervisor.

He represented his district in the State Legislature

in the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, whicii

was the first under the New Constitution and

hence was very important. He has always l)een

interested in local politics, and has frequently rep-

resented his party as a delegate to county, district

and State conventions.

Second to no other public interest h.as been the

deep concern felt by Mr. Adams toward the pro-

gress of educational matters. He was the first

School Trustee elected in Laona, his duty being to

oversee the surveying of land and appraise the

value of school land given by the Government for

educational purposes. While living in Rensselaer

he was a member of the State militia. His first

commission was that of Captain and he subse-

quently received promotion to Lieutenant-Colonel

and Colonel. In social matters, he is a charter

member of Durand Lodge No. 302, A. F. & A. M.,
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and is contributing liberally to the support of all

schemes for the moral and material advancement

of this township that meet with liis approval.

EU15KN J. TorSLKY. The superior ac-

commodations offered by the Julien House

lias secured it a [jromineut place in the

§)favor of the citizens of Belvidere and

the traveling- public. The hotel is a commodious

building, containing fifty sleeping rooms, conven-

iently arranged and nicely furnished, and under

the eflicient management of Mr. Tousley has be-

come known as one of the finest houses in North-

ern Illinois. Since he assumed its entire control,

lie has increased its accommodations by erecting an

addition which is larger than the original build-

ing, and his capable supervision invariably secures

the comfort and satisfaction of his guests.

Before giving in detail the principal events in the

life of ciur subject, it will not be amiss to briefly

mentiiu) his parentage. His grandfather, Reuben

Tousley, was born in New England and for many
j'ears carried on an extensive trade with the AVest

Indies, his occupation being that of a merchant.

(lis death occurred at his home in Wiiliamstown,

Mass., of which place he was long a citizen. The

father of our subject, Reuben Tousley, Jr., was born

in Massachusetts, and was a small child when he

was left fatherless. Soon afterward, his mother

removed to EUisburgh, .Jefferson County, N. Y.,

and was there married a second time.

Coming West to Ohio at an early day, the father

of our subject landed at Cleveland when it was

a mere village. Thence he proceeded with a team

to Medina County and, purchasing a tract of tim-

ber land, erected thereon a small house. A few

years later, he removed to Streetsboro, Portage

County, and there made his home until 1846,

when lie went to Wisconsin and secured a tract of

Government land in Walworth County. The near-

est market was at Milwaukee, thirty miles distant,

and Mr. Tousley suffered the usual privations in-

cident to pioneer life. After residing on that

place for a numlicr of years, he sold and purchased

an improved farm in Jefferson County, Wis.,

where be lived until 1865. Afterward he resided

for a time at Kenosha, Wis., but at the present

time IS making his home at Wallvcr, Linn Count3%

Iowa. His wife, the mother of our sul)ject, bore

the maiden name of Terzali Cook. She was born

in Vermont and died in Jefferson County, Wis.,

in 18G4.

Ill the [lioncer home at Stone, Medina County,

Ohio, the subject of this sketch was born Novem-
ber 28, 1834. In the public schools of Ohio he

received his earlj' education, which was advanced

by attendance in the schools of Walworth County,

Wis. At the age of eighteen, he commenced to

teach, and in 1859 was clerk in the postotlice at

Waukesha. His next position was with the Chi-

cago ife jMilwaukee Railroad Company, with whom
he remained for a few months and then accepted

a position as commercial traveler.

In 1865, Mr. Tousley purchased the Julien House

at Belvidere, and a year later resigned as commer-

cial salesman in order to devote his entire atten-

tion to the hotel, of which, as above mentioned, he

has made a complete success. With the exception

of tliree weeks, he has been proprietor of the hotel

continuously since his first connection therewith.

A Republican in politics, he is stanch in his ad-

herence to the party principles and is now serving

his second term as Alderman. Socially, he is a

member of Big Thunder Lodge No. 28, I. O. O. F.,

Belvidere Lodge No. 60, F. & A. M., Kishwau-

kee Council No. 883, Legion of Honor.

December 12, 1865, Miss D. Augusta, daughter

of Robert and Elizabeth (Rogers) Traver, became

the wife of our suliject. She was born in Cort-

land County, N. Y., and lielongs to one of the

oldest families of the Empire Stale. Her father

was born in Columbia County-, N. Y., December

29, 1816, and when eight years old accompanied

his parents to Yates County, that State, where he

resided until eighteen. He then removed to Cort-

land County, and, when leaving home three years

latei', purchased a farm in that county and was

there married, August 28, 1844, to Miss Elizabeth

Rogers, who was liorn in Tomiikins County, June

7, 1820.

After his marriage, Mr. Traver resided in Fulton

County until 1857, when he sold his place and
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removed to Wisconsin. After sojourning in that

State for five months, he proceeded farther West

to McGregor, Iowa, where for one jear l>e was

engaged as raih'oad contractor. He again removed,

making his home in Clermont, Iowa, and en-

gaging in different pursuits until 1865, when he

came to Belvidere and in partnership with our

subject purchased the Julien House. Ten j'ears

later, he sold his interest in the hotel and lived

retired from business until his death, when sixt}'-

five 3ears old.

The paternal grandijarenls of Mrs. Tousley were

John and Margaret (Rorahbacher) Traver. The

former was born .September 22, 1788, and died in

Cortland County, N. Y., April 14, 1866. The

latter departed this life at the home of our sub-

ject February 16, 1878, at the advanced age of

ninety-five years. The first representatives of the

Rorahbacher family in America came hither from

Germany, bringing a large fortune with them, and

became pioneers of Columbia Count}-, N. Y.,

where one of their number was the founder of the

iron works of x\kron.

The mother of Mrs. Tousle}- was the daughter

of Amos and Rachel (David) Rogers, the former a

native of Connecticut who resided near Hartford

until reaching mature 3-ears. Thence he accom-

panied his mother to Brattleboro, Yt., and from

there went to Massachusetts. After his marriage

in 1805, he resided in Berkshire County, Mass.,

until 1817, when he removed to New York and

settled ill Tompkins Count}-. Later, he removed

to Cortland County, where his death occurred

March 14, 1855. He was the father of ten chil-

dren, eight of whom grew to mature years, and

six are now living, the youngest being sixty-

eight years of age.

Amos Rogers, the grandfather of Mrs. Tousley,

was the son of Samuel Rogers, who died at Brattle-

boro, Yt., when forty years of age. The family

traces its lineage to .John Rogers, the martyr, who
was burned at the stake, which relationship they

prove by authentic genealogy. Rachel Davis, as

the grandmother of Mrs. Tousley was known in

maidenhood, was born in the Bay State October 8,

1782, and died in Cortland County, N. Y., when

eighty-six years of age. She was the daughter of

John and Mary (Nichols) Davis, natives respect-

ively of England and Massachusetts.

Our subject and his excellent wife have two

children: Herbert was married May f), lH'.ll,lo

Miss Helen L. Keeler, and is interested with his

father in the Julien House; Reuben F. is engaged

in the grain business and stock exchange at Uock-

ford. The raemlters of the family arc well and

favorably know-n in this city where tliey iiave re-

sided for so many years.

c^ felLLIAM MOFFATT. who has been en-

\/-\j// gaged in general blacksmithing in Kock-

^y^' ford since September, 1858, was born in

Youngstown, Niagara County, N. Y., I)cceml)er

29, 1830, and until twelve years of ago w,as reared

in Canada, after which he went to the Empire

State. His father, Capt. William IMoffatl, was a

native of Northumberland, England, and was of

pure English descent. When a mere Imy, lie

went to sea and at the age of nineteen became mas-

ter of a vessel, a sea and lake ship engaged in the

merchant trade. He became well known all over

the Lakes from Buffalo to Chicago. At length, he

gave up a sailor's life and turned his attention to

farming. He died near Niagara, Canada, at the

age of seventy-four years. His w-ife, whose

maiden name was Ann Hayes, was a native of

Massachusetts, and also died near Niagara, at the

age of forty-four years. Both were well-known

people in the community where they resided. The

paternal grandparents of our subject were Rich-

ard and Charlotte (Wood) Moffatt, and the former's

death occurred in Canada at the advanced age of

eighty-two years.

William Moffatt, whose name heads this sketch,

learned the trade of blacksmithing in Monroe,

Livingston County, N. Y., and did woi«k as a

journeyman on his own account in the F.mpirc

State until his emigration Westward from Fowler-

ville. Before leaving the East, he was married in

Youngstown, Niagara County, N. Y., on the 12th

of July, 1854, to Miss Sarah J. Can nam, the Rev.

Mr. Craig, the great temperance lecturer, officiat-

ing. The lady was born in Livingston County, of
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English parentage. Her father and mother were

both natives of England, and after their marriage

came to this country. Tiiey located in Livingston

County, X. v.. where Mr. Cannam became a suc-

cessful f;u;)icr, and in tliat country they s|>ent the

remainder of tlicir days, dying when well ad-

vanced in years.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Moffatt has been born

one son, who is yet living, Kred II., a successful

grocery merchant, carrying on business on West

State Street. Mr. Moffatt came with his family to

Kdckford in 1.S.5.S, and has since engaged in black-

suiithing with excellent success. Ilis business is

large, and to aid him he engaged Thomas Condon

and others. Thomas Condon has now been in

his enipliiy f(ir about twenty j-ears. The latter

makes a specially of horse-shoeing and tiie others

of line repair work. Mr. Moffatt is himself a

skilled workman, and liy fair and honest dealing-

he has secured an excellent and constantly increas-

ing trade, which has brought him in a good in-

come and made him well-to-do. Loth he and his

son are sniiporters of the liepublicui party. jMr.

Moffatt is pnlilic-S[iiriled and progressive, true to

all his duties, and is a good citizen. Ilis shop is

located at No. 101), and his pleasant home at No.

902 North Church Street.

i-i"i"i-i-i i.}..J..J..{.l_

'*'>*'{-'^@?"5"5"5"i-F

IL

<^,SCA1! N()KT(:)N, one of the [)roiiiinent mer-

chants of Durand, located here in 18GL -'iiid

is thus numbered among tlie pioneers as one

of the leading citizens. A native of New York,

his birth occurred in ( )swego County, October 4,

1837. He is the son of Birdsilaud Almira (Harts-

horn) Norton, natives respectively of Massachusetts

and Madison County. N. Y. lOiihraim Norton, the

grandfather of our subject, was also a native of

the Bay.Stale, where he was ;t farmer, and on re-

moving to New York State lived to attain an old

age.

Birdsil Norton was a cabinet-maker and car-

ried on business in the town of Parish. He
was born in \H()r> and departed this life in XHl'i,

when in the [irime of life; his good wife, who lived

to attain the advanced age of eighty-four \ears,

died in S3'racuse, N. Y. They became the parents

of seven children: Ephraim B., wlio follows the

trade of a carpenter in the above-named city; Cur-

tis M. was the second .in order of birth; Ellen E.,

Mrs. Miller; our subject; Birdsley, and Dwight A.,

who died young. They are all residents of Syra-

cuse, with the exception of our suliject.

Oscar Norton in early life learned the trade of a

cooper, to which he later added tlieoccuiiation of a

farmer. In 18G1, he came to the Prairie State, and,

locating in Durand, soon entered the employ of

Andrew Ashton, for whom he clerked fl fteen j^ears.

At the end of that time, he established in his pres-

ent business and is now the oldest grocer in Dur-

and, and by his courteous treatment of customers

does about the largest business in that liranch in

the place.

The ladj^ to whom our subject was married July

Li. 1862, bore the name of Jane A., daughter of

I). S. and Charlotte (Warren) Richards. She is a

nati ve of this place,her natal daj' being February 13

:

1843. To them have been born seven children:

Charles A., who was born May 2, 1863; James O.,

who w.as killed by a runa'wa}' team May 1><, 18;n,

when in his twenty-sixth year; William B., who
was liorn September 20, 1867; Lottie L., born July

22, 1871, is attending school in Chicago; Morton

E., l)0rn January 3. 1874; Lawrence E., April 21),

1876. and Nina Nettie, April 26, 1880.

In |)oIitics, Mr. Norton votes with the Prohibi-

tion iiarty, and has held the ofTice of Town Clerk

and Collector. With his wife, he is a devoted

member C)f the Methodist E[iiscopal Church, and

lias allied matcriallj' in the upbuilding of this

community- where he has resided so long.

RS. CELIA (). THOMPSON, who is at

in-esent residing on section 14, JNIanchester

(i) Township, Boone County, is the widow of

Ole Thompson, formei-ly a well-to-do

farmer of this section. She was born in Norway,

September 15, 1852, and was the daughter of T.

Selland, also a native of Norway, where he was

engaged in .agricultural pursuits. Tlie maiden

name of his wife, the mother of Mrs. Thomjison,





^J.
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was Madella A. Opsangcr, and they reared a family

of eiglit cliildren, five daughters and three sons.

Our subject is tlie third child and second daugh-

ter in order of birth, and has one sister and two

brothers in this country. Eldmund Selland is a

successful farmer living in Sanborn County, S. Dak.,

where also a sister, Anne, IVIrs. Charles Thompson,

is residing. Nels Selland makes his home in Ben-

son, Swift County, Minn., where he is engaged in

mercantile pursuits in partnership with his nephew,

M. C. Thompson, the second son of Mrs. Anne
Thompson.

On June 12, 1877, our subject and her sister

came to America together and three years later

Miss Celia was married to Ole Thompson, of

Manchester Township. To them were granted two

daughters: Mary Amelia and Anne Eliza, aged,

respectivel}', eleven and eight jears. By a previ-

ous marriage, Mr. Thompson was the father of

three children, lie departed this life November

13, 1888, and his widow is now superintending the

farm which was willed by him to his daughters.

-^

ENJAMIN F. BANKS. Among the war

heroes of this county, none probably had

more interesting adventures or served

more bravely than the gentleman whose

portrait adorns the opposite page. He is at pres-

ent residing in a pleasant home at Rockford,

where his friends are as numerous as his acquaint-

ances. A native of Maine, he was born in Park-

man, Piscataquis County, March 17, 1839. His

father was liorn in Hartford, Me., July U, 1806,

and his paternal grandfather, Joseph Banks, was

also born in that State, a descendant of English

ancestors.

Alfred Banks became the proprietor of a farm

in Parkman, where he made his home until 1845.

During that year he came to Illinois, acconi [lanied

by his wife and four children. The trip was

made with teams, and six weeks were consumed on

the way. The elder Mr. Banks purchased a farm

in the town of Franklin, De Kalb County, where he

cultivated the soil until two years prior to his

decease, when he removed to Belvidere and spent

49

his last days. The maiden name of the motlu r of

our subject was Sarah Foster, and she was born in

the Pine Tree State. By her union with Mr.

Banks were born five children: Cliarlcs K., Se-

bastine S., Benjamin F., Sarah and George W.
Benjamin F. Banks was a lad of six years wiicn

he accompanied his parents to the Prairie State,

and remembers well the incidents of the long over-

land journe,y and of pioneer life in De Kalb

County. For a numljer of years after their loca-

tion in that county there were no railroads, and
Chicago was the principal market and depot for

supplies. Our subject was reared to the duties of

a farmer's lad, and, when old enough to start out

on his own .account, became an agriculturist.

In September, 1862, Mr. Banks enlisted in

Company G, One Hundred and Fifth Illinois In-

fantry, and served with his regiment until he was

disabled. .Joining Sherman's forces, he marched

with them to the sea, and can give many an inter-

esting account of that famous tramp. He was

severely wounded at the battle of Kenesaw Moun-
tain, and after being sent to the hospital at Nashville

was granted a furlough and returned home. The
following spring he rejwrted for duty at Chicago,

but was not accepted, on account of disability

caused b3' injuries received while in the service.

Returning again to the peaceful pursuits of farm

life, he purchased a farm in De Kalb County, uiiou

which he made his home until 1875, when, coming

to Rockford, he purchased cit}' property, and has

since been numbered among the most prominent

citizens of the place.

The marriage of our subject occurred April Ul,

1869, at which time Miss Frances Eliza Cliittcnden

became his wife. She was born in St. Joseph

County, Mich., and w.as the daughter of Daniel

Chittenden, a native of Wayne County, N. Y.,

where also his father, Benjamin, so far as is known,

was born. The grandfather of Jlrs. Banks was a

cabinet-maker, and removed from AVayne to

Chautauqua County, where his decease occurred.

He had married Fannie Loper. The father of Mrs.

Banks removed from the Empire State to Michi-

gan in 1840, and purchased a tract of timber land in

Constantine Township, St. .Joseph County, wliich

he cleared and placed under good cultivation. He
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made that place bis home until 1854, when he sold

and removed to Iowa, making location in Bremer

County, where he was one of the early settlers. He

had traded his farm in Michigan for that property

and resided in the Hawkeye State until his decease,

which occurred in 1886.

The mother of Mrs. Banks was Phu?be, a daugh-

ter of James Ray, and a native of New York. She

died on the farm in Bremer County in 1888, hav-

ing borne her husband ten children, six of whom
grew to mature years, namely: Ferdiando C,

Benjamin, Frances E., Eugene, Daniel A., and

Tina. Mr. and Mrs. Banks are the parents of six

children, who bear the names of Bert F., Viola,

Daisy, George, Pearl and Arthur E., respectivel}'.

Our subject is a Republican in politics, and socially

is a member of Nevius Post No. 1 , Ct. A. R.

z^r:^,EORGE CIIAFEE, who is one of the most

lil successful and prosperous farmers of Spring

^^^4) Township, Boone County, was born in

Onondaga County, N. Y., August 16, 1811, his

parents being David and Eunice (Chapman) Chafee.

They were natives of Connecticut and departed

this life in Onondaga County at the respective

ages of seventy-five and fifty-two 3fears.

Our subject remained at home until reaching his

majority, meanwhile, however, engaging in teach-

ing two terms of winter school. He then worked

by the month for his brothers for a period of eight

years, and in September, 1840, was married to Miss

Lucinda Kin yon, whose birth occurred March 12,

1813, in Onondaga County, N. Y. She departed

this life July 15, 1850, in the above-named county,

in her thirty-seventh 3'ear.

The lady whom Mr. Chafee took for his second

wife was Miss Lucy Waterman; she had her birth

in Otsego County, N. Y., and died in Si)ring Town-

ship, this county, in her fortieth year. She became

the mother of two children, only one of whom is

living, Lillie K., now Mrs. E. J. Munn. This

daughter was born .September 7, 1855, on the home

farm. The third marriage of Mr. Chafee oc-

curred May 19, 1857, at which time Miss Annitia

Smith, who was born in Herkimer County, N. Y.,

November 12, 1813, became his wife; she was the

daughter of Richard and Rachel (Worth) Smith,

who lived and died in the P^mpire State.

The first property which our subject owned was

a small farm of twenty acres in New York State,

which he disposed of in 1852, and came to Spring

Township, this county, whore he purchased a

quarter-section of p.artially improved land, for

which he paid 114 per acre. He has since erected

all the suitable farm buildings and made of his

estate one of the finest in Boone County. It is

thoroughly drained, Mr. Chafee having spent

$2,000 in laying tile over his farm. He is engaged

in mixed farming, ranking among the well-to-do

agriculturists in this section.

Mr. and Mrs. Chafee move in the best circles in

their community and are universally respected for

their sterling qualities and true neighborly kind-

ness. In his political relations, our subject votes

the Republican ticket, having served seven years

in the capacitj^ of Supervisor, as Commissioner of

Highways for four 3'ears and also on the School

Board. Mr. Chafee has a fine education, although

he is a graduate from a country district school.

He is a great reader and one of the active workers

in educational affairs in the county. His first

Presidential vote was cast for Andrew Jackson

and, as before stated, he now votes for Republican

candidates.

The adopted st>n of our suljject, George D.

Chafee, is ul present living with him and is part

owner in the home farm. He married Miss Jane,

daughter of C. B. Lord, and has a family of three

children.

'jfjOHN BARNES is one of those to whom
!

Flora Townslii[), Boone County, owes its

present highly cultivated and developed

condition. He came hither in 1866, and not

only is he well known as a general dealer in all

kinds of grain and live slock, but he has also come

before the public as an official who has served with

credit to himself and to his constituents. He was

born October 20, 1847, in Vernon, Oneida County,

N. Y., while his father, Richard Barnes, was born
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ill Kent County, England, in 1807. The grand-

parents uf our subject were also natives of the

British Isles where they spent their entire lives.

The fatlier of our suliject was reared in his na-

tive county and on emigrating to America in 1840

was accompanied on the journey by his wife and

three children. Locating in Vernon, Oneida

County, N. Y., he eng.aged in farming, and during

the j'ears intervening between his settlement there

and 1866, liad lived upon and cultivated several

different farms. On the above date, he came to

Illinois and resided for several j^ears in Belvidere

Township, this county. He was very successful in

all his undertakings, and at the time of his decease

in May, 1887, was the proprietor of a handsome

estate. His last years were spent in retirement in

Belvidere. lie had been twice married, the maiden

name of his second wife, who was the mother of

our subject, was Elizabeth Cackett; she was born

in Kent County, England, her parents being

Richard and Ljdia Cackett. Mrs. Barnes reared a

family- of seven children and is still living in Bel-

videre.

.John Barnes of this sketch received his educa-

tion in the i>rimitive schools of Vernon, N. Y.,and

in 1866 came to Illinois with his parents, with

whom he resided until his marriage. He then lo-

cated on a farm one mile north of Belvidere, which

was his home for ten years; at the expiration of

that time he purchased his present property. The

lady to whom he was married in 1872 bore the

name of .Jessie A. Wrate, a native of Westfield, Vt.

Her father, Francis 8. Wrate, was born in Cam-

bridgeshire, England, where also his father, Will-

iam Wrate was born and died. A brother of

Francis S. Wrate, who bore the name of Albert,

came to America and resided for a few years in

Chicago. He is now living in Nottingham, Eng-

land.

Francis S. Wrate was reared and married in

Cambridgeshire, and in 1852, in company with his

bride, embarked on a sailing-vessel, "The American

Eagle," for the New World. For ten years he re-

sided in Vermont and in 1861 came to Illinois

and located a farm in Belvidere Township, this

county. He later went to Geneva, Kane Countj%

111., and is now l)uilding the Wrate Block there.

His wife was Jane, the daughter of .John and Ann
.J.ackson, who was born in the same shire as was her

husband. They reared a family of four children.

Mr. and Mrs. Barnes have one son, George K., who
was born .July 5, 1888. In politics, our subject is

a Republican and at one time tilled the ollice of

Supervisor, and in other ways has aided materially

in the upbuilding of his adopted townshiii.

—}- -^>-M-<m

l'^)
^'^^' ^' ^' ^^^J'^^^^'^^' '* ''''<^ editor and Gen-

(i( _ eral Manager of the Rockford Vosten. the

\wf' well-known Swedisli-American newsjiaper

of Northern Illinois. It is issued eveiy Saturday as

a seven-column, eight-page paper, and our sub-

ject was made its editor in 1888. The Rockford

Posteii was incorporated with a capital stock of

$5,000, and the following prominent Swedish men
of the city were selected as its oHicers: L. il. No-

ling, President; P. A. E. Peterson, Mce-president;

A. P. Floberg, Treasurer; .J. A. Aldeu, Secretary;

and C. Ebbesen, editor and General Manager.

It is the oldest Swedish-American newspaper in

Illinois outside of Chicago. It has over tliree

thousand circulation in the city and county, and

is a live, newsy and well-printed paper, which is

bound to succeed.

Mr. Ebbesen is a practical printer and newsiia-

per mac, having come to Rockford eight years ago

and bought an interest in a newspaper run \i\ the

Rev. A. Lindskog, which he was obliged to alian-

don on account of iusutticient backing. He learned

the printer's trade in his native country of Sweden,

where also he was reporter for a time. Four years

after coming to the United States, he occupied the

same position on the Rockford Gazette a.\vl Montiikj

Star in this city. He was the originator and pro-

moter of the first successful Swedish newspaper in

the city.

He of whom we write was born and reared in

Stockholm and was given an excellent education

in the Grammar and High Schools of that city. In

1879, he emigrated to this country, and after spend-

ing four years in St. Paul and Minneapolis where

he was employed on a newspaper of his native

tongue, he made his advent into Winnebago



1094 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

County. Mr. Ebbesen wasmarried, while in Minne-

sota, to Miss Cliai'lotte Palraquist, who was born,

reared and cdiuiated in tliat State. Her parents

were Swedish peoi)le, who located in Minnesota

about forty years ago, and are still residing in

Central City. Her father is a prominent farmer

and citizen of that place and was for several >-ears

Deacon in the Swedish Lutheran Church. He

served through the Rebellion as a private in a

Minnesota regiment, and, unlike many of his com-

rades, escaped being either captured or wounded.

The wife of our subject was given a good edu-

cation in the public schools, and remained with her

parents until her marriage. With her husband,

she is a member of the First Lutheran Church of

Rockford. Our subject is a Republican in politics,

and conducts his paper on Republican principles.

He is a man possessed of intelligence and good
judgment, and his reputation in the county is one

of which any man might well be proud, providing,

as in his case, the character is equal to the opinion

of men.

\Jl
OHN SMITH, who is living a retired life at

No. 606 George Street, Rockford, where he

lias made his home for seventeen years, was

liorn on the 28th of May, 1813, about seven

miles east of (41asgow, Scotland, and, when six

years of age, was brouglit to America by his par-

ents, John and Mary (Hood) Smith, both of whom
were also natives of Scotland. After emigrating

to America in 1820, the father began life as a farmer

in Grcuby Township, Shepherd County, in the

Province of Quebec. He worked hard, and did

quite a little toward developing a good farm amid
the forests of that region. In 1847, he came with

his family to this State, locating in Owen Town-
ship, Winnebago County, where he and his wife

made their home until called to their final rest.

The father died at the age of eighty-two, and his

wife passed away in her seventy-fourth year. They
were both members of tlie Congregational Church.
Our subject spent his childliood days in Canada,

in the usual manner of farmer lads, and, after ar-

riving at years of maturity, was there married to

Laura Webster, who was born in Vermont, of

American parentage, Init was chiefly reared in

Canada. After the birth of five of their children,

Mr. and Mrs. Smitli determined to come to Illinois.

They traveled by the Lakes to St. Johns, thence

to Buffalo, from tliere around the Lakes, and over-

land to Cleveland, Ohio. Their money had given

out when they arrived in that city, so they were

forced to pause. Mr. Smith began cutting wood for

Deacon Lyman, at twenty-five cents per cord. He
was thus enabled to make about $1 per day, and

in this way he procured enough to make it possible

for them to complete tlieir journej' to Illinois.

Wlien the3' had reached Winnebago County, how-

ever, Mr. Smith was again empty-handed, but they

began life in true pioneer style and bravely bore

the hardships of the frontier. All went well until

1856, when, on the 9th of November, the wife and

mother was called to her final rest. She left one

son and four daughters, all of whom are yet

living.

Mary, the eldest of these children, is now the

wife of James Stewart, a retired farmer residing

on Kilburn Avenue, this city; Lucena, is the wife

of S. Young, of Falls Cit}', Wis.; Abigail, widow
of Benjamin Seaker, resides with her father; Pris-

cilla is the wife of John Hoy, a retired farmer of

Brownville, Minn.; John D., wlio was one of the

boys in blue during the late war, is a dealer in

machinery in Rockford. Mr. Smitli was a second

time married, in Beloit, Wis., his union being with

Mrs. Jerusha (Hill) Ward, a native of the Empire

State, born and reared in Wayne County, N. Y.

She came to Illinois in 1856, with her first hus-

band, John P. Ward, who died in December of that

year. He left three sons and a daughter, all of

whom are now deceased, with the exception of

Mary, wife of H. Chiles, a banker of Sterling,

Neb., and Eunice, who lives in Texas. One son.

Ransom L. Ward, served in the army during the

late Rebellion. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have one son,

Adelbert, a mail carrier of Rockford, who married

Ellen McGhae.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith are well-known people

of this community and rank iiigh in social circles.

He was formerly a Repulilican in politics, Init now
supports the Prohibition party. With the Congre-
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gational Church he holds membership. His wife

belongs to the Christian Church. After coming to

this countr}', he made farming his principal occu-

pation for a number of years and purchased and

improved one hundred and sixt}- .acres of v.iluable

laud, which he sold on his removal to the city.

^ A. LUNDGREN, who h.is held the position

of Secretary and Treasurer of the Skandia

Plow Company of Roekford since 1883, is

a well-known and successful business man

of Roekford, and it was an important day for both

the city and him when he located here. He w.as

born in Sweden, April 22, 1853. His parents, J. E.

and Christine (.Joneson) Lundgren,are still living

in their native land, both being about seventy

3'ears of age. His father has followed farming

throughout his life. He is well known in his

neighborhood as a respected citizen of sterling

worth and good Christian character.

Under the parental roof, our subject s|)cnt the

days of his boyhood, and when a j'oung man came

to this countrj', the first of the family to cross the

Atl.antic. He has since been joined by a brother

and sister, the former, F. E. Lundgren, being a

cabinet-maker by trade, and a stockholder in the

Standard and Star Furniture Companies of Rock-

ford. His sister Amanda only recently came to

the New World.

J. A. Lundgren led to the marriage altar Miss

Hildegard A. Wanstrom, who was born in Sweden,

.July 26, 1857, and in 1864 came with her par-

ents to this country. Their union has been blessed

with four children, but Laura died in infancy. .To-

seph T., Esther C. and Lawrence A., all bright, in-

telligent children, are still with their parents.

Our subject came to Roekford in 1870, when a

young man of twenty 3'ears. He was empty-

handed, but possessed an industrious and enter-

jjrising nature, and a determination to succeed,

come what would. He had acquired a good edu-

cation, and after working as a farm hand for two

years, accepted a clerical position in Roekford. As

before stated, he has been connected with the Skan-

dia Plow Company as Secretary and Treasurer

since 1883. On the org.anization of the Central

Furniture Company i,n 1879, he became its first

Treasurer, and is still one of the stockliolders. He
has been President of the Standard Furniture Com-
pany' of Roekford since its organization in 1885, is

also a stockholder and Director, and is a Director

in the Swedish Mutual Fire Insurance Company,
the Skandia Coal Company, the Star Furniture

Compau3', the Royal Sewing IMachine Compan3-,

and the Roekford Posien Publishing Company'.

Mr. Lundgrea's business career has been one of

unalloyed prosperity, 3-et hard work has been the

means of achieving this end. If he were not indus-

trious and enterprising, he would not have won

the success which lias so richly' crowned his efforts.

Our subject is a public-spirited and progressive

citizen, whose life has been devoted to the interests

of his adopted cit3', his church and his famil3'. He
is a member of the City School Board, and, in pol-

itics, is a stalwart Republican. He* is also a stanch

advocate of temperance principles, and one ever

ready to aid in the bettering of humanity. His

life has been well and worthil3' siient, and there-

by he h.as won the esteem of all.

iJRANK SHEIK. Tlie life of this gentle-

man has been too short to give the bio-

graphical writer much to do in outlining it,

but it gives the promise of filling an extended

sphere of usefulness should life lie spared. He is

one of the prominent hardware merchants of Du-

rand, where he has been in l)usiness for the past

seven years, and during that time he lias sur-

rounded himself with friends whom he has gained

by his upright character.

Born in Armstrong County, Pa., August 31,

1857, our subject is a son of Christian .and Sarah

(Troutman) Sheik, also natives of the Keystone

State. The father was a farmer and in 1864 enii-

gr.ated to Illinois and located in the village of

Davis, Stephenson County, where he has since lived

a retired life, being advanced in 3-ears. He has

been three times married, the mc>ther of our sub-

ject, who was his second wife, dying in 1874 at

the age of fifty-two years. She bore him three
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children: Frank; David, who resides in .Tanesville,

Wis., and one who died in infancy.

Our subject came to the Prairie State with his

parents and, when eleven years of age, left home
to battle with the world on his own account. For

six years he worked as a farm hand, at the end of

which time he engaged as a dry-goods clerk at

Durand, being engaged by several of the promi-

nent merchants. He then launched out in the

poidtry trade, and in 1885 established his present

business as a hardware merchant.

In 1884, Mr. Sheik and Miss Belle, daughter of

Norman Judd,were united in marriage. The lady

died seven weeks aftci' lier union, and in 1885

our subject chose for his second wife Mollie O.,

daughter of Humphrey and Calista Jennison, of

Durand. She was born in this count3', December

3, 1864, and has borne her husband two children:

Harlan and Gertie. Mr. Sheik is a Republican in

politics, and in 'local affairs has served as Treas-

urer of the Village Board and been a member of

the Council. He is a go-ahead, enterprising citi-

zen and is rapidly taking a position among the

leading men of this community.

I^ILEY HAl.L. In the death of Mr. Hall,

Ik^ Rockford lost one of its oldest and most re-

*\ ^'P^*'''^'^' citizens. His life was one of useful-

ness, and in his demise the commercial and

social world met with a serious loss. He embodied

all those traits of character which endear men to

their associates. He was broad minded, generous,

kind hearted, true to his convictions and friends,

and in every sense of the word an honest man. At
the home which he established in Rockford he de-

parted this life .Tune 30, 1872, at the age of sixty-

four.

Mr. Hall was born in Wailingford, New Haven
County, Conn.. April 1, 1808, the son of Reuben
and Sallie (Miller) Hall. The father, who was a

native of Connecticut, belonged to a thrifty New
England family, and was extensively engaged in

fanning operations until his death at an advanced
age. He was prominent in local affairs and was

regarded with respect by all his associates. After

the death of his first wife, by whom he became

the father of eight children, he married Keziah

Beach.

The next to the youngest in the parental fam-

ily was Rilc^-, who was reared and gained his edu-

cation in Connecticut, becoming thoroughly fa-

miliar with farming pursuits when he was a mere

lad. In his early manhood, he removed to tlie

South, taking with hini a large number of books,

which he succeeded in disposing of at a handsome

profit. In the early part of the '30s, he came West to

Illinois and purchased a tract of land in Ottawa,

also property in Sj'camore,which he entered from the

Government. A few years later, he came to Win-

nebago Count3% where he purchased a large amount

of property in Rockford Township, three miles

from the city. There he improved nine hundred

acres, of which he remained the owner until his

death, and he also improved five hundred acres

in Winnebago Township, becoming known as one

of the largest and wealthiest property owners in

the county.

In the progress of the Republican parly, Mr.

Hall took an active part, but would never consent

to hold olflcial positions, although he contributed

in every other way within his power to the pro-

motion of the welfare of the party to whose prin-

cipleis ho adhered. He was united in marriage

in the townshii) of Rockford to Mrs. Janette

(Holcomlie) Ilolcombe, on the 14tli of Novem-

ber, 1865. She was born in Hartford County,

Conn., the daughter of Alexander and Tryphena

(Thrall) Ilolcombe, natives of the same county as

herself. Mrs. Hall was married to Tallcott Ilol-

combe August 3, 1834. He passed away August

3, 1847. To this union were born five children:

two died in infancy; Ellen M., born April 29,

1838, died February 17, 1879; Caroline E., born

June 7, 1841, married September 16, 1873, Thomas

H. Brown; Thomas G., born June 7, 1846, died

July 11, 1882; he served his country during the

War of the Rebellion in Company F, One Hun-

dred and Fifty-sixth Illinois Regiment. Mrs. Hall's

parents resided on a farm in Connecticut until after

the birth of their children, when they removed

West to Geauga Count}', Ohio, and there engaged

in improving a farm until the death of Mrs. Hoi-
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combe at the age of sixty-five. Afterward. Alexan-

der Ilolcombe came to Illinois in 1854, and died in

Winnebago County wlien three-score and ten. He

was a successful man, a Whig in politics, and a

member of the Episcopal Church. Prior to his

removal from Connecticut, he served for fifteen

years as .Justice of the Peace.

When the Ilolcombe family removed to Ohio, the

daughter .Janette was sixteen years old, and she

grew to womanhood in the Buckeye State, where

she was united in marriage to Talcott Holcombe.

The wedded life was terminated by the death of

Mr. Holcombe in Trumbull County, Ohio, at the

.age of thirty-six years. Five children were born

of the union, onlj' one of whom now survives,

Caroline E., wife of Thomas Henry Brown, a

farmer of Rockford Township, and the mother of

two children: Hermon H., who died, aged fifteen,

and Pembroke. Mr. Brown w.as born in Benson.

Vt., and w!is a son of Arthur and .Jane (Dougan)

Brown, also of Vermont. He came to Du Ptige

County, 111., in 1843, at the age of nine j-ears,

and to Rockford in 1856.

Mr. and INIrs. Hall became the parents of one child,

Milie A., who died when fifteen years old. Mrs.

Hall and her daughter, Mrs. Brown, are attendants,

at the Christian Union Church and sympathize

with the progressive teachings of Dr. Kerr. Mrs.

Hall resides with her daughter at the old home-

stead, No. 104 North West Street. Rockford.

—^•{••5-*-i>,^^,*'5"i"5't—

;

LONZO SMITH. The subject of this

WlLil. sketch was born in Madison County, N. Y.,

November 3, 1821. His father, Clark

Smith, was born in Pennsylvania, March

31, 1780, .and died .Januar3- 17, 1852. He was mar-

ried, November 3, 1816, to Mrs. Sabrina (Maurice)

Morrow, who was born in New York State, March

7, 1789, and died July 31, 1870. Five children

were born unto them, whose names were: Mar}',

.James, Alonzo, Clark and Dwight.

Reared to farming pursuits, our subject natur-

ally chose .agriculture as his life occupation on

starting out for himself. In 1845, his parents re-

moved from Ohio to Illinois and, locating in Laona

Township, Winneb.ago County, there resided until

called hence by death. Our subject had received a

fair education and followed the profession of a

teacher in the Buckeye State, and also after coming-

to Illinois. However, he devoted his attention prin-

cijially to farming, and b^- persistent energy and
intelligent management, had secured a liandsonio

property at the time of his death.

November 13, 1851, Mr. Smith w.as united

in marriage to Miss Ann McClintic, who was Iiorn

in Port Gibson, Ontario County-, N. Y. She had
one brother, Samuel, and seven sisters: Mar\-,

Sarah, Nancy, Eliza, Mahalia, Thirsey and Lueinda.

Iler father, Samuel McClintic, was born iu Hills-

borough, N. Y., in 1790, and died at Solon, Ohio,

in 1862. Her mother, Sarah Merdow, w.as likewise

a native of Hillsborough, N. Y., who was born in

1794, and died in 1830, at Port Gibson, N. Y.

When a child of three years, Mrs. Smith was

taken to Michigan by her father, and resided in

that State until nineteen years of age in the fam-
ily of her brother-in-law. Price B. Webster, at

which time she accompanied his family to Winne-
b.ago County. Here she met and married Mr. Smith
and with him made her home on sections 34 and
35, Laona Township, until the s[iring of 1889.

Mr. Smith then removed to Duiand and purchas-

ing a lot in the village, erected thereon a substan-

tial residence, in which he resided until his death,

February 3, 1892. His farm comprised one hun-
dred and forty-one and a half acres, on which he

had erected all the necessary buildings, and was

successfully eng.aged in general agriculture.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Smith were born two chil-

dren: Charlie M. and Lettie E. The son, who w.as

born March 1, 1853, was married, April 12, 1875, to

Mary .Sarver, whose birth occurred October 23,

1853, and they became the parents of two chil-

dren, Ethel M. and Carrie B. The}' resided in

Laona Township until February 18, 1886, at which

time they removed to Creighton, Neb., and there

he ^as eng.aged in the combined occupation of

farmer and liveiyman .at the time of his death, Oc-

tober 3, 1889. The daughter Lettie resides with

her mother. She was given a good education in

the schools of T^^aona and Dur.and Townships, in

which places she has taught twenty terms.



1098 yOETRAlT AKD BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

In political matters, Mr. Smith voted with the

Republicau party iiulil ISTG, and afterward cast

his ballot for the man whom he considered would

best fill the oftice, regardless of part3' ties. In

township affairs, he was ver^^ popular and was made

tlie recipientof all positions within the power of the

people to bestow, including the ofHeeof Supervisor

which he held a number of years. He took an in-

terest in public improvements of the county, and

in the leading topics of the times, and received

from his fellow-citizens the respect to which his

virtues entitled him.

ICIIAEL .TOYCE (deceased). Nature

seems to have intended Mr. .Joyce for a

long and more than ordinarily useful life,

l5ut, alas for liuman hopes and expecta-

tions, when but little past the prime of life his

career was closed forever. Of great energy and

much ability, he was not long in securing a com-

fortable home, and in ever_v waj' lie was a most

worthy man, a kind father and a considerate hus-

band.

Like most of the residents of Rockford, Mr.

Joj'ce was of foreign nativity, born in County

Tipperary, Irel.and, in 183G, and he was but a small

boy when his parents and the family emigrated to

the States. Thej' settled in the old Bay State.

The father, John Jo3'ee, was also a native of

Count}- Tipperar}', Ireland, and was a tiller of the

soil all his life. lie remained with his family

in Massachusetts until in the "50s, when he went

to Wisconsin and there continued his former

occupation m Green County until his death on

the 23d of December, 187."), when well along in

j'ears. His wife, whose maiden name was Marga-

ret Burkjdied one week later. She w.as born about

the same time and in tlie same county as her hus-

band. All their lives had been passed as devoted

members of the Catholic Church, and the}- were

worthj' and most excellent people. The}- were the

parents of two sons and four daughters, the sons

now deceased.

After he grew up, our subject became a me-

chanic, and when his parents moved to Green

Count}', Wis., he accompanied them, and sub-

sequently was married in Janesville, of that State,

to Miss jNIaria Torpey, wlio was born in Galway,

Ireland, August 15, 1841. She was a daughter of

John and Mary (Cunningham) Torpey, natives of

County Galway, Ireland, in which county they

were married. After tlie Ijirth of three children, the

parents came to the United States, early in the 'oOs,

and settled in New York State, where Mr. Torpey

was engaged as a section boss on a railroad in

that State. A few years later, they moved to Mad-

ison County, Wis., and then to Footville, of

that State, where Mr. Torpey passed the closing

scenes of his life, his death occurring in January,

1892, when eighty-two years of age. He was a

healthy and well-preserved man almost to the last.

His wife is yet living, is quite well, and makes her

home with her daugliter, Mrs. .Joyce, in Rockford.

She is now eighty years of age and is a member of

the Catholic Church. Her husband was also a

member of that church. They were the parents of

eight children, four sons and four daughters, all of

whom grew to mature years.

Michael Joyce remained in AVisconsin a short

time after his marriage, and in 18(53 came

to Rockford, 111. He followed his trade for a

number of years and about 1878 associated him-

self with James Walsh in the liquor and grocery

business at No. 201 South Main Street. A few ye;irs

later, they dissolved partnership, Mr. Joyce em-

barking in business on his own account, and he

was very successful, subsequently purchasing a

large business house, a tliree-story brick, on South

Main Street, the same being very valuable at the

present time, and in a fine location. He also pur-

chased a fine residence at No. 1005 Third Avenue.

Failing health caused him to retire from business

in 1877, and on the 18th of October, 1888, he

l)assed away.

After his deatii the business was taken up by

his sons, p]dward and .John, and has been carried

on successfully ever since, under the man.agement

of the wife and mother, Mrs. Joyce, who shows de-

cided business ability. She is tlie mother of thir-

teen children, two of wliom are deceased, Isabella

and Lillian. Those living are: John AV., with
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the brother in the business left by the fatlier;

Henry M., now of Chicago; Edward P., in tlie bus-

iness left by the fatlier; Mary, George J., Frank

M., Margaret E., Agnes E., Laura C, Joseph P.,

and Charles B., all but one at home. All the fam-

ily are members of the St. James Catholic Church,

and the father was a Democrat in politics while

living.

,yr^sv,TTO CRONWELL. The prosperous merch-

ant-tailoring establishment at No. 310 South

Main Street, Rockford, has been conducted

hy Mr. Cronwell since 1887 and the enterprise is

attended with marked success. The proprietor is a

first-class practical cutter and tailor, and the gar-

ments produced are remarkable for their elegance

of fit, quality and durability. He is perfectly

honorable in all his dealings and treats his custom-

ers with equity and fairness.

Mr. Cronwell was born near Skane, Sweden, on

the 23d of August, 1862, and passed his j-outh in

his native land. In 1881, he emigrated to the

United States with his brother August, and during

the same year came to Rockford, where for a time

he w.is engaged with a mitten company. Later, he

filled the position of Superintendent for the glove

and mitten department of the Rockford Mitten

Compan}'. Subsequently, he succeeded his brother,

August Cronwell, who is now on Seventh Street in

business as a merchant tailor. Another brother, C.

Alfred, who was the first of the family to come to

this country, is a mechanic and resides in Cali-

fornia. Two other brothers, N. Ivar and Earn-

hardt J., are tailors in Chicago. A sister, Ida C,

wife of Nils Nelson, now resides on Fourth Avenue,

Rockford, and two other sisters, Selma and Ilulda,

are also residents of this city. There is one sister

in Sweden, Esther N.

The parents of these children, Johanes and

Kjersti (Pearson) Cronwill, are now residing in

their native country, Sweden, and the father owns

a large shoemaking establishment, working from

four to five hands all the time. Both hold mem-
bership in the Lutheran Church.

Otto Cronwell chose his life companion in the

person of Miss Mary Roslin, a native of Sweden,

born October 22, 1862. She came to this country

in 1882, to join her parents, who had crossed the

ocean sixteen years previously, and settled witli

them in Byron, Ogle County, Til. The fatlier and

mother passed away in that county. To Mr. and

Mrs. Cronwell have been born three interesting

children: Agnes A'.. Kutli A. and Alarllia. Mr.

Cronwell and iiiswife are well liked by all acquain-

ted with them and are prominent young people of

the city. Both are members of the Swedrsh Mission

Church. In politics, our subject advocates the

principles of the Prohibition party. lie has made

most of his property since coming to Rockfurd. and,

aside from his business on Main Street, is the owner

of a good home at No. 1013 Kishwaukee Street, be-

sides other property on Seventh Street, one of the

leading Swedish business streets in the city.

A portrait of Mr. Cronwell is presented in con-

nection with this sketch of his life.

y,.., UGUST PETERSON, one of the self-made

lOI men and a leading citizen of Rockford,

lii was liorn in Sweden in 1854, .and there

his parents spent their entire lives, pass-

ing awaj' when about sixty years of age. Tliej'

were both members of the Swedish Lutheran

Church. Those of the family who are now resi-

dents of this country are D. R., whose sketch ap-

pears elsewhere in this work ; G. A., a merchant of

Wakefield, Neb., and Augusta M., wife of F. A.

AVall, a contractor and builder of Roclrforil.

Our subject sjieut his early life in his native

country, but when a lad of fifteen summers bade

good-bye to home and friends and crossed the

briny deep, sailing from Gottenburg in June, 1869.

The vessel at length dropped anchor in the har-

bor of New York, whence Mr. Peterson came to

Chicago and afterward to Rockford, where for

some time he attended the schools in this place.

After attaining to mature j'cars, he chose as a

companion and helpmate on life's journey Miss

E. Amanda Johnson, a native of this citj^ and

a daughter of S. A. Johnson, whose life record ap-

pears elsewhere in this volume. She acquired her
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education in the Rockforrl schools and is an ac-

complished and cultured lad}'. The family circle

nuniliers Mr. Peterson, his wife and three children:

Edna B. A., Ruth E. and P^leanora C.

Since the Central Eurniture Company was estab-

lished in 1879, Mr. Peterson has been one of its

stockholders and for the past three years lias been

its Secretary and Treasurer, S. A. .Johnson being

the President. One hundred and twenty-five men

find employment in the factory which is located

on Water Power. Other interests also engross the

attention of our suliject. Eor five years he was a

commercial traveler an<l in that way has seen

much of this country. lie is now a stockholder in

the Rockford Chair and Furniture Company, the

Uockford Mantel .and Furniture Coinpan}' and the

Star Furniture Company, of which he is a Director

and Treasurer. He is likewise a member of the

Swedish Piuildiiiii' and Loan Association. During

the twenty-three years of his residence here, he

has !ive<l a life that has won him the respect and

esteem of all and gaincMl him many friends, lie

has proved a valued citizen of the community and

one who lias taken an active interest in all that

pertains to tlie welfare of Rockford. His business

career has been a successful one, and as the result

of his own industrious efforts, he has acquired a

good competence.

r =*^*

OKACE ,J. ROLASON, who is classed among
the well-to-do agriculturists of "Winnebago

County, has been a resident here since De-

cember, 185.5. A native of New Jersey, he

was born April 27, 1827, in Sussex County, and is

a son of William and Eveline (Corcellius) Rolason.

The Rolason family in the United St.ates are de-

scended from Charles Rolason, who came to

America frcnn l^iverpool, England, many years

ago. That gentleman made his licune in Boston

where he was married and reared a family of two

sons and one daughter: Isaiah, Henry and Mary.

Isaiah Rolason, the grandfather of our subject,

was a farmer and a jiatriot in the Revolutionary

War, He reared a family of eight children who

bore the respective names of John, Peter, William,

James, Mary, Katie, Anna and Sarah, the two latter

twins, and died at an advanced age in Sussex

County. Of those children, AVilliam, the father of

our subject, was born December 31, 1788, and on

reaching mature j'ears chose the occupation of a

farmer. He served six months in the War of 1812,

being stationed at Hoboken, N. J. The elder

Mr. Rolason resided in his native State until

his decease, which occurred June 2, 1836. His

wife survived him many years, passing awaj' in

1861. The}' were both members of the Congrega-

tional Church, in which denomination the father

was an Elder.

The original of this sketch was one in a family

of four children, his brother and sisters being Asa,

who died in Mansfield, Pa.; Maria, who married

Benjamin Crain, resides in Sussex County, N. J.:

and Martha, IMrs. Henry Cole, who passed away in

the above-named State and county. Horace J.

was given an education in the common schools and

was reared to the occupation of a farmer, which

business he has followed successfully his entire life.

January 1, 1853, he was married to Mary Jane,

daughter of John and Phoebe A^an Sickle. She was

born in Sussex Count3^, N. J., October 24, 1835,

and has become the mother of five children: Ella,

born April 5, 1854, married David Place and m.akes

her home in Durand where she has a family of two

children, Jesse E. and Vida ; Ida was born March

14, 1856; Lillie,born Oct. 12, 1858, married Eugene

Hoyt and is the mother of a son, Ralph E. ; John

V. was born Angiist 24, 1861, and Horace B., Sep-

tember 12, 1865.

Mr. Rolason made several trips to the West be-

fore locating here and in 1850 purchased land in

Richland County, Wis., which he sold in the spring

of 1856 .and then removed to Illinois, passing the

wint(>r in Pecatonica. In the spring, he bought one

hundred and twenty .acres of land, which he im-

proved and resided upon until M.aj', 1881, at which

time he came to Durand. His first possessions in this

county included one hundred and forty-three

acres adjoining the village, to which he has since

added until he is now the pioprietor of an estate

including two hundred and seventy-two broad

acres. He is engaged in mixed husbandr}' and by



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1103

a proper rotation of crops reaps a liaiulsome in-

come from tlie soil.

In political affairs, our subject votes with the

Republican party, although he is in full sympathy

with the temperance movement. He has held

man}^ of the local offices and soci.ally is a member
of Durand Lodge No. 302, A. F. and A. M. He is

connected b}' merabershii) with the Presbj^terian

Church, in which body he is an active worker.

Mr. Rolason, in corap.any with his sons, is inter-

ested in breeding Poland-China hogs, .7erse3' and

Durham cattle and road and draft horses in which

they are meeting with more than ordinary success.

-=^=^>^^<l

'||/^_^ERMON THAYER. This gentleman, who
has done much for the growth and devel-

opment of Winnebago County, is at pres-

ent residing in Rockford, while at the same

time he superintends the operation of his farm in

Hockford Township. He has made his home in the

city since 1855. and is now taking his ease, so far

as labor for sustenance is concerned.

The natal day of our subject was November 17,

1829, and the place of his birth Springfield, Vt.

His father, William Tha3'er, was born in Rocking-

liam, Windham County, Vt., while his father, who
also bore the name of William, was a native of

Taunton, Mass.

The grandfather of our subject removed from

Taunton to Rockingham, Yt., in 1790, where he

purchiised a tract of timber land, erected a log

house and cleared his farm, making that i)lace his

home for a number of years. He later removed to

•Springfield, where he established a tannery, contin-

uing in that line of work until his decease. The
old home in Rockingham is now occupied by Mrs.

Sarah Albee, a sister of our subject.

William Thayer, Jr., learned the trade of a tan-

ner and currier from his father, which he prose-

cuted in Springfield, but later, in 1833, returned

to Rockingham and settled on the old homestead,

where he engaged in farming and lived until his

decease. The maiden name of his wife was Sarah

Joslyn; she was born in Walpole, N. H., and was

a daughter of Peter and Sarah (Kidder) .Johnson.

Our subject was reared and educated in his na-

tive State, where he resided until 1835, at whicli

time ho came to Winnebago County, and com-

menced life here woi-king out on farms by the

month. Very soon, however, he was enabled to pur-

chase propert}- of his own, .and became the poi~-

sessor of forty acres in Owen Township. P>eing sin-

gle, he did not locate on his purch.ase, and two years

later disposed of it. and in ISfil liouglit a farm

of two hundred and fourteen acres f)n sections

3 and 4, Rockford Township, upon which he made
his home until 1884, at which time he moved into

the cit}'. He later purchased an adj(_iining seventy-

five acres in Owen Township.

Miss Harriet Whitiny and Hermon Thayer were

united in marriage October 18, 1866. The lady

was born in Rockingham, Vt., August 6, 1S31,

where also her father, .lolin O. Wliitiny, was liorn

in 1808. Her grandfather, who also bore the name

of .John, was, it is believed, a native of Rocking-

ham, and the great-grandfather, the Rev. Samuel

Whitiny, hailed from Taunton. The latter-named

gentleman was a minister in the Congregational

Church, and one of the pioneers of Rockingham,

where he was pastor of the church of that denomina-

tion. The maiden name of his wife, the great-grand

mother of Mrs. Th.ayer, was Goldsbury; she was

a native of England. The grandfather w.as reared

and educated in his native town, and was a farmer

by occupation; he died when a young man. His

wife, who before her marriage was Phebe Locke,

was born in the same town as was Mr. Whitinj', and

was the daughter of Ebenezer Locke, a native of

Taunton, and one of the early pioneers of Rock-

ingham, where he improved and resided upon a

farm until his decease. The father of Mrs. Th.ayer

learned the trade of a shoemaker, but after his

marriage purchased a farm three-cpiarters of a mile

from the village of Saxton's River and farmed for

two or three j'ears, when he sold and located upon

the old homestead which he inherited from his

father, where he sojourned for the succeeding ten

or twelve years. At the end of that time, dispos-

ing of the estate, he became the proprietor of an-

other tract of land near the village of .Saxton's

River, and, living there a few years, later bought

another farm, which he occupied until, on account
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of old age, he sold. He now resides with his

daughter, Airs. Mar\- Weston, at Upper Meadows,

in the Connecticut River Valle}'. Tlio maiden

name of his wife, tlic motlier of Mrs. Th.iyer, was

Harriet Harlow; she was liorn in Springfield, Vt.,

and was the daughter of David and Betsey (Stocker)

Harlow. She died in 1831, and Mr. Whitiny mar-

ried Crissana Bailey.

The wife of our subject was reared and educated

in her native town, and later attended the acad-

emj' at Saxton's River. She commenced teaching

school when eighteen years of age, and remained

with her parents until her marri.age in 1864. Two
children, William W. and Mary W., have been born

to Mr. and Mrs. Thayer. I n politics, our subject

casts a Republican vote. Mrs. Thayer, while on a

visit to her father at Ujiper Meadows, Connecti-

cut River, Rockingham, Vt., p.issed away from

tills life, April 1, 1892.

\¥7 EVI G. HAYWARD. Agricultural pursuits

I (j^ have formed the chief oceu[)ation of this

jj
LAv^ gentleman, and the wide-awake manner in

which he has taken advantage of every method

and idea tending towards the enhanced value of

his jiroperty has had considerable to do with his

success in life. Mr. Haj'ward was born in We3'-

bridge, Yt., September 25, 1844, and was one of

six children born to Edwin and Lucy A. (Warner)

Hayward, the former a native of North Bridge-

water, Mass., and the latter of Cornwall, Yt. Mrs.

H.ayward's parents were Dan and Eliza (Goodrich)

AYarner, of Cornwall, Addison County, where the

father of our subject followed farming until his

death. Mrs. Hayward still survives him, and resides

with her daughter in Chicago. Although she num-
bers seventy-four years, she is still vigorous and

bright mentally. ]Mr. Hayward 's paternal grand-

father was Asaph Il.ayward, of North Bridgewater,

Mass., where he followed the cabinet-maker's trade,

and where he reared a large family of children. He
died at Weybridge, Yt., when about ninety years

of age. His wife's maiden name was Polly Drake,

and she was of the same place. She was also about

uiuet3' j'ears of age at the time of her death.

When Grandfather Hayward removed from Mas-

sachusetts to Yennont he went horseback and car-

ried the tall eight-day clock, by which the sun

rose and set for many 3'ears, so the neighbois

said, and when he inquired the way of a man, the

latter said, "You are the first man I ever saw car-

rying his own movement." This old relic still

exists. Our subject has in his po.ssession the family

record, in his father's writing, and recorded with a

quill pen.

The father of our subject followed the occupa-

tion of a farmer all his life, and accumulated a

handsome comi)etencj'. He died on the 4th of

June, 1854, when fift3'-one years of .age, and left

a widow and six children, three sons and three

daughters, viz.: Azel D., Harriet F., Levi G., Laura

A., Miner W., and Susan M., all now living but

the eldest, Azel D., who died in the United States

service, having been a volunteer from Roscoe. He
was in the Seventy-second Illinois Infantiy, served

three 3'ears, but was taken sick with a fever and

died at Natchez, Miss., July 23, 1864, when but

twent3'-five years of age. The mother of these

children came West from Vermont in the fall of

1855, settled on sixty acres in section 3, Roscoe

Township, Winnebago Count3', and paid 160 per

acre for this. Her eldest son was then fifteen

years of age, and she took particular pains to give

each one every advantage for an education, send-

ing them to academies and colleges. As before

mentioned, the eldest son was in tlie Civil War,

leaving Beloit College to enlist. The home place

is now occupied by Miner W.
Levi G. Hayward was also in the Beloit College

when his eldest brother enlisted, and he was left to

take charge of the farm. Since then agricultural

pursuits have been his chosen calling and he has

met with a fair degree of success. He was married

in Cornwall, Vt., March 10, 1868, to Miss Sarah J.

Baxter, whose parents died when she was a child.

Mr. and Mrs. Hayward continued on the home-

stead for four years, and then purchased a farm of

oue hundred and thirty-two acres adjoining that

farm, paying $50 per acre for it, but going in debt

for most of the land. B3' economy and industry

the3r soon paid off tlie indebtedness, and now own
some city iiroperty. INIr. and Mrs. Hayward are
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members of the Congregational Church of Beloit,

in which he has been Deacon for eleven years, and,

in politics, he is a stanch Republican. To their

marriage liave been born four children, two sons

and two daugliters: L.Grace, Edwin B., Henry II.,

and Ruth P. The eldest child is a Sophomore in

Mt. Hol^oke (Mass.) College, and the remainder

are at home.

ZENO A. CA51PBELL. Although our sub-

ject has passed to the land bej'ond, he is

remembered by the citizens of Pecatonica

Township, Winnebago County, as a man of a pro-

gressive and enterprising st)irit, as well as a promi-

nent farmer and stock-raiser of that section. His

death October 31, 1891, was deeply mourned by

those among whom he had lived and labored dur-

ing his entire active life.

A native of this county, our subject was born

Januarj- 14, 1843, and was therefore still m life's

prime when his death occurred. His father, who

was born in 1812, is still living; his mother, whose

birth took place February 10, 1820, passed from

the scenes of earth October 31, 1891. Their fam-

ily* numbered four children, namely: Zeno A., Ade-

line A., Arba Z. and Louis.

After passing his boyhood days in much the

usual manner of farmer lads amid rural scenes, al-

ternating study in the pioneer schools with work

at home, Mr. Campbell was married, December

29, 1864, to Miss Kate C. Hulse. This lady was

born in Rock Run Township, Stephenson County,

111., February 20, 1842, and is a daughter of Henry

and Susan (Glynn) Hulse. Her father was born

in 1818, and departed this life in Iowa, in 1848;

her mother is still living. For further particulars

in regard to their lives, we refer the reader to the

sketch of Joshua Hulse, found on another page of

this volume.

Three children were born to Mr. and Mis. Camp-

bell, of whom the following may be mentioned:

AValtou H., born in Winnebago County, December

26, 1866; Merton D., born October 9, 1876; and

Vida, .June 15, 1883. The eldest son was married

to Miss Nellie, daughter of David Mitchell, and

they are the parents of twocluhhen. David M.and
Jeanie.

In politics, Mr. Campbell was a strong I\e[)ub-

lican, and held many positions of trust among his

fellow-townsmen. He was a general farmer liy oc-

cupation, making a specialty of stock-raising and
keeping on his place some s|ikndi(l animals. In

his agricultural operation, he inUddurcd ni(»lcrn

methods, and the latest improved machinery , hence

success rewarded his efforts. Sociall}-, he was a

member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen
and enjoyed the acquaintance of the best citizens

of Pecatfmica Township.

In connection with this sketch of the life of Mr.

Campbell, we present his |)orlrait to our readers.

T. TOKBERT, a retired farmer residing

in Roekford, claims Pennsylvania .is the

State of his nativity. He was born in

Bucks County, not far from Philadelphia,

in 1834, and is one of seven children, five of

whom are yet living. The parents were James and

Mary S. (Simpson) Torbert, who spent their entire

lives in Bucks County, their native place. Ik)th

were members of the Presbyterian Church, in which

Mr. Torbert served as Elder for some years. His

wife was a member of the Simpson family, from

which U. S. Grant was descended. The grandfatiier,

James Torbert, Sr., was a native of Bucks County,

and was of Scotch lineage. He married a Miss

McNair, who was similarly descended, and both

died in the Keystone State, when well advanced in

j'cars. Thej', too, were adherents of the Presby-

terian Church.

Our subject is the only member of the family re-

siding in Illinois. The days of his boj'hood were

spent under the paternal roof and in attendance

at the public schools, and when a young man he

emigrated Westward, to try his fortune upon the

broad prairies of Illinois. He located in Ogle

County, and in Roekford was united in marriage

with Miss Jane E. St. John, who was born in New
York, and came with her parents to this State in

1855. Her father, L. St. John, who was a success-

ful farmer, is now deceased. His wife, whose
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maiden name was Mary A. Pollock, died in

Winnebago, at about the age of seventy-eight

years. .She was a member of the Methodist Church

and the mother of four ehihlren : Mrs. Torbert of

this sketch; .James, wlio is married and follows

farming in Roclvford Township; Mrs. Annie Mellen,

of Winnebago County; and JNIary, wlio resides in

this countj'.

Four children have also graced the union of our

subject and his wife : Ettie, wife of William Som-

mers, who is operating the Torbert homestead in

Ogle Countv; Mary, wife of Walter Howlaud, of

Rockford; Belle, wife of John Delbridge, a farmer

of De Kalb County, 111.; and Edith, at home.

Mr. Torbert lias been a resident of Illinois since

1855. lie resided in Winnebago for some years

and then removed to Ogle Count}', where he pur-

chased his first land in Dement Township. From

a humble position he has worked his wa}- upward

to one of affluence. By his industry and enter-

prise he placed iiis land under a high state of cul-

tivation, thus making it very valuable, and in con-

nection with general farming he engaged in the

breeding of Norman horses. He is now a member

of the Creston Horse Companv, which owns some

fine Normans, and he yet has in his possession

some five hundred acres of valuable land in Ogle

Count\', which yields him a good income. Re-

centl}', he came to Rockford, and now resi des at

his beautiful home on West State Street, enjoying

the rest which he has so trul}- earned and richly

deserves.

m
AMES O. OREOORY, a retired hardware

merchant of Rockford, is a native of Dela-

ware County, N. Y. He was liorii in 1821,

and was llic f(_>urlh in a family iif six sons

and three dniiglitfis, luil he and .lehiel, a retired

druggist (.)f St. Paul, Miiiii., are the onl_\' two

brothers now living. The parents were Aaron and

Mary (Bailey) Gregory, the former a native of the

Empire State, and the latter of Connecticut. The

grandfather, Abijah (ircgoiy, was born in Con-

necticut .and was of English descent. He married

Miss MoUie Thorp and afterward removed to New

York, where he died at an advance age. His wife

survived him some years and passed away at the

age of eighty-seven. Both were members of the

Ba})tist Church.

The father of our subject w.as a farmer in early

life and afterwards carried on business in New
York City as a butter commission merchant. In

1842, he emigrated to Illinois, whither his sonshad

come the year previous, and located in Harlem

Townshij). During the succeeding summer, he was

accidentally killed while trying to stop a run-away

team. He was then fifty-three years of age. His

wife survived him some nineteen years and died in

Roscoe, 111., at the age of seventy-two. Thej' held

membership with the Methodist Church and were

a worthy and respected couple.

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood

days upon his father's farm in Delaware and Ulster

Counties, N. Y^., and was subsequently employed

for three years as a salesman. He first came to

AVinnebago Countv when eighteen years of age,

with his brother Harvey. They entered land from

the Government in Harlem Township, built a small

log cabin and began to make improvements, subse-

quentl}' converting it into a fine farm. In 1868, how-

ever, our subject abandoned agriculture and with

two brothers-in-law, John and Charles Greenlee,

purchased a stock of goods and established a hard-

ware store in Belvidere, under the firm name of

Greenlee Brothers & Co. They continued business

until 1871, when Mr. Gregory sold out and the fol-

lowing year came to Rockford. In 1873, he began

business as a hardware merchant of this city on

West State Street, where he carried on operations

for twelve years, when he was succeeded by Mr.

Van Arnham, an old settler, still engaged in that

trade. Mr. Gregoiy is now a stockholder, and was

formerly a Director, of the Rockford Woolen Mills;

he also owned stock in the Rockford Watch Com-
]iany and was one of the promoters of the Chicago

it Iowa Railroad, now owned by the Chicago, Bur-

lington ct Quincj' Railroad, but docs not now own

stock in that enterprise.

INIr. Gregory was married in this county to Miss

Janet Greenlee, a native of Argyleshire, Scotland,

born near Campbelltown, in 1832. She is a daugh-

ter of John Greenlee, who was born at Kintyre,
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Argyleshire. The grandfather, George Greenlee,

spent his entire life on a farm iu that county and

died at the age of eighty years. His father, John

Greenlee, reached the advanced age of ninety

years. The family was one of prominence and had

the coat of arms of a baron. In the fifteenth cen-

tury, the ancestors emigrated from France to Scot-

land, and there became Presbyterians. John Green-

lee was the only son iu a family of five children.

He became a well-informed man and throughout

his life followed farming. He married Miss Helen

Brown, of the same county, and after the birth of

most of their children they emigrated to America,

in 1836, sailing from Liverpool to New York.

They came to Illinois and purchased unbroken

land on the dividing line between Winnebago and

Boone Counties, iu Caledonia Township. Mr.

Greenlee built a log cabin and became the founder

of the Scotch settlement iu this community. He
was very prominent iu public affairs and proved

himself a valued and highly-respected citizen. He
did much for the development and upbuilding of

the county and well deserves mention in this

volume. He and his wife were among the foun-

ders, and were charter members, of the Willow Creek

Presbj'teriau Church. IMr. Greenlee was an Aboli-

tionist and a Republican and took an active part

in political affairs, but never sought preferment for

himself. His high Christian character and sterling

worth won him the love of all. He died December

30, 1883, at the age of ninetj' oue years and four

months, leaving a host of friends. His wife died

in March, 1865, at an advanced age.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gregory have been born

five children, but two are now deceased. John, a

promising 30ung man, was emploj'cd as a com-

mercial traveler for a large wholesale house in

Chicago at the tune of his death; Mary died

in childhood; Helen M. is a graduate of the Rock-

ford Seminary; Wilbur J., a graduate of the Rock-

ford High School, and also of the classical de-

partment of the Michigan State University, was

Cashier of a bank in Arapahoe, Neb., for four years

and is now Cashier of the Manistee County Sav-

ings Bank of Manistee, Mich.; Elizabeth Greenlee,

the youngest, a graduate of the Musical Con-

servatory of Rockford, is now engaged in teach-

I

ing music. The Gregory family is one prominent

' in social circles, and the young people take quite

an active part in society matters. The parents arc

I

both members of the Court Street Metliodist

Church, and in politics, Mr. Gregory is a Ui'pul)li-

ean. They reside at th'eir pleasant homf at No.

6(11 N<.)rth Ilorsmau Street, and are liiglily es-

teemed people of this city.

<|
^^ILLIAM A. liOYO, M. D. This ocntle-

\/iJi/ ^''^i ^^'"^ stands high in the professional

V^^ and social circles of Winnebago County, is

at present residing in Rockford, where he is held in

high esteem b}' all who know him. He was born

iu Linlithgowshire, Scotland, December 11. 1841,

and is the son of John Boyd, who was also Iioiu in

that shire, as was his father, John Boyd, Sr. The

latter-named gentleman was a descendant of lA)rd

Boyd, of Kilmarnock, who espoused the cause of

Charles Stuart, in consequence of which his estate

was confiscated and he was beheaded.

The grandfather of our subject was a fanner and

spent his entire life in Scotland. The maiden name

of his wife was .Janet Elieu Boyd, who although

bearing the same name was no relatiou; she de-

parted this life iu Scotland. John Boyd, Jr.,

learned the trade of a shoemaker, which business he

carried on for upwards of forty years, spending his

entire life in his native land. In 18o'.t, he em-

barked on a vessel bound for America, which was

wrecked and eight}- lives lost; he never attempted

the voyage again. The maiden name of the mother

of our subject was Janet Allan; she was born in

the same shire in Scotland as was her husband.

and there spent her last days. She was the daugh-

ter of John and Janet Allan and bore her husband

the following seven children: Margaret, John,

Janet, George, William, Marion and Mary. Of

these, Janet, George, AVilliam and ;Mar\- came to

America.

William A. Bo\"d of this sketch was reared in

his native shire and remained with his parents un-

til reaching his eighteenth year, when, March 27,

1861, he set sail from Liverpool on the steamer

"City of Edinboro" and landed in New York the
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following iiiontli. lie ivmained in Iii-ooklyn six

weeks, then came West to Wisconsin, where his

uncles, McNair, James and Thomas Boyd, resided.

He worked for the former-named gentleman until

October, when he enlisted for three years in the

First Wisconsin Infantry. Among the iini)ortant

battles in which lie was engaged were Stone River,

Chickaniauga, and all tlic engagements of the

Fourteenth Army Ciuiis, u|i tti and including the

siege and capture of Atlanta. He was a|ii)oiuted

Orderly-Sergeant in 1864, and was honnralily dis-

charged at the expiration of his term of service,

when he returned to ]Milwaukee and attended

school for three months. January 30, 1865, how-

ever, he enlisted in the Ninth Regiment United

States Veterans and served his adojjted country

until January 30, 1866.

At the close of the Civil War, the original of this

sketch returned to his native land, where he re-

mained two j'ears amid the scenes of his boj'hood,

but, feeling that he could gain both fame and for-

tune for himself, he again came to Milwaukee, de-

termined to make a success of his life in the New
World. He was appointed letter-carrier, and con-

tinued in the service of the Government in differ^

ent departments for ten years, during that time

being appointed to the position of Superintendent

of carriers. He resigned that office in 1878, iu

order to devote his time and attention to the study

of medicine, it being his desire to become a phy-

sician.

Dr. Boyd liegan his medical studies under the

instruction of Dr. Willis Danforth, of Milwaukee,

and in the fall of 1878 entered the Chicago Home-
opathic College, l)eing graduated in the fall of

1880. He commenced the practice of his i)rofes-

sion at linrabod. Wis., where he remained for two

years and then came to Roekford, where lie has

since been a c<^)utinuous resident. In 1880, Dr.

Boj'd was married to JIary A. Leamon, a native of

Ohio.

The Doctor is a member of Nevius Post No. 1,

(i. A. Iv., and is .also prominently connected with

the Illiniiis and State Homeopathic Associations.

He is a member of Star of the East Lodge No. 166,

A. F. it A. M., Winneb.ago Chapter No. 24, and

Crusader Commandery No. 17, K. T. He is at

the present time Health Commissioner of Rock-

ford, and for four years was a member of the

Board of Pension Examiners. Dr. Boyd stands

very high in social circles and is the incumlient of

the position of President of the Burns Club.

In regard to the Doctor's politics, we extract the

following from an interview published in the

Gazette. "No sir, I am not a Democrat" said Dr.

Boyd to the reporter. "I have a liking for the

term Mugwump, which our Republican friends in-

vented for us last j'ear. I think I am a Mugwump
in politics, medicine, and religion. If in politics to

be a Mugwump is to prefer principle above party,

and integrity of character rather than political

regularity, then lam a political Mugwump. If in

religion to be a Mugwump is to prefer honest in-

vestigation, rational conclusions, and that which

goes to the making of better men and women,

then I am a Mugwump; and in medicine, if to be

a Mugwump is to prefer that which seems to be

for the best interest of the patient without stop-

liing to inquire to what school it belongs, then I am
a Mugwumj) in medicine."

XEL DAHL(^UIST, who represents the

IBb/uI I Roekford Painting and Decorating Co. of

\~% No. Ill South Third Street, has followed

this business for the past three years, and

for about two years he was Secretaiy of that com-

pany. He came to Roekford in 1873, was for six

_years a groceryman of Seventh Street, bis being

the first grocery on that now busy street, and he

has ever been one of the live, thorough-going

business men of the cit}^ Since that time he has

been engaged in painting and decorating. For

one year after coming to this country he was with

JNIr. Almeua, the prominent State Street painter.

Axel Dahlquist was born in Wester Gothland,

Sweden, November 10, 1845, and was but fourteen

years of age when he went to Stockiiolm to serve

a five-years' apprenticeship at his trade. When
twenty-six years of age, he bade farewell to home
and friends, crossed the ocean to the United States,

and arrived in New York City on the 8th of
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August, 1872. He was then a single man. and the

Ih'st of his family to come to America. His par-

ents, Adam and P^ve Dahlquist, died in Sweden,

both when about sixty-seven years of age. They

had been members of the Lutheran Chiircli for

many years. A son and daughter of tliis worliiy

couple were brought to this country by our subject,

and the former, A. T. Dahlquist, is now a photo-

graplier of Duluth, Minn. The daugliter, iSIinnie,

married Frank Long, and now resides in Rockford.

Our subject was married, in 1873, to ISIiss Lolta

Bargo, a native of North Land, Sweden, born De-

cember 12, 1845. She was left fatherless wlien

young, but her mother is still living and is the

wife of Tliomas Hayes, whom slie married in Chi-

cago, 111. The father was a sailor, and died of

cliolera in Southern waters. Children have been

denied Mr. and Mrs. Dahlquist, Init they have

adopted two: Gus, who is at home, and a carver

by trade, and May M., a bright little girl of eight.

Mrs. Dahlquist is a devout member of the Swedish

Jlethodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Dahlquist is a

sound Democrat in politics. He is also a member

of the Ancient Free & Accepted Masons, and of

the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and the

Select Knights.

^^ FORGE A. I'ETTENGILL. deceased, a prom-

'II —, iuent farmer for many years of Durand

\^^! Township, Winnebago County, held an im-

jiortant place among the business men of his sec-

tion and materiall}' aided in [ilacing it on a sound

financial basis. He was born in Buffalo, N. Y.,

August 19, 1820, and was the son of .lames and

Betsey Pettengill, for a further sketch of whom
the reader is referred to the Wography of John F.

Pettengill.

In the fall of 1837, our subject followed the tide

of emigration toward the Mississippi Valle3', and

came alone to Chicago, being the first member of

the family circle who came West. After spending

the winter in Chicago, he proceeded thence to the

Fox River, where he was emplo3'ed during the

summer of 1838. His next removal was to Du-

rand, where he was married, .lanuary 1, 1848, to

50

Sibyl Herring. He with his wife located on section

22, which he had entered from the Government,

and began the work of placing it under good cul-

tivation. So successful was he, that at his death,

which occurred ]March 10, 1890, he owned one

hundred and seventj^-five acres of excellent land,

which bore all the improvements in the way of

substantial buildings and useful machinery that are

generally to be found on estates of men of enter-

prise. Jlr. Pettengill was for many years a stanch

Republican but during the latter iierif>d of his life

supi^orted the Prohibition parly, in whose lanks

he was an untiring and influential worker. Ik-

was held in high esteem throughout the commu-

nity and his friends will notice with (ileasure the

accompanying portrait.

The two children born to Mr. and Mrs. Pettengill

are Warren G., born February 21. 1851, who mar-

ried Miss Grace A. Coulton and has three children:

Martha Sibyl, Charlie and Ralph A.; and Gran-

ville, born October 1, 1861, married Mary Gary

and is the father of three children: Everett G.,

Averill J. and Sibyl Kate. Mrs. Pettengill was

born in Waterford, Me., May 13, 1827, and is the

daughter of .lohn and Mercy (Haskell) Herring.

Her father had his liirth in New Gloucester, I\[e.,

Feliruary 19. 1788, in which State his father, Ben-

jamin Herring, was a pioneer. The father of the

latter-named gentleman was a sea-captain, who on

one of his trips took his son Benjamin with him.

The latter, who was then quite a lad, begged hard

to be taken home, and resolved then aud there

never to leave dry land again. He obtained a

handsome fortune in farming pursuits, and died at

the age of eighty-four years.

The father of Mrs. Pettengill was a mechanic

and came West to Illinois .lune 30, 1838. Pur-

chasing a tract of land in Durand Township, lie

there made his home until his decease, which oc-

curred when ninety years of age; the mother de-

parted this life in her eighty-third year. The record

of the brothers and sisters of Mrs. Pettengill, all of

whom were born in Oxford County, Jle., is as fol-

lows: Julia, born January 10, 1814, married Fred-

erick Krune, and died in Iowa; Mercy H., born

October 4, 1815, became the wife of Price B. Web-

ster and died in Durand. John R.. born !Marcli 30.



1114 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

1818, was a prominent man in Winnebago Count}',

and was the first surveyor in and around Diirand,

spending the winter of 1838-39 in that occupation.

A Repuhlican in politics, he lias been the recipient

of many positions of trust and lionor, and is at pres-

ent an influential citizen of R;iiis(>m City, X. Dak.

George II., whose birth occurred July 1.3, 1.S20,

departed this life in Wichita. Kan.; Granville,

born May 27, 1823, makes his home in Colorado;

and Benjamin, who was born June 30, 1825, resides

in Iowa, where he has been successfully' engaged in

farming pursuits. George and Granville owned

good farms inDurandand were successful farmers.

H, ;H;lf

"llj
AMES MrAFFEE wns originally from the

Keystone State, born in Bradford County

in August, 1827, and his father, Alexander

INIc Aifee, was also a native of that State but

was born in Northumberland County in 1798. The

elder Mr. McAffee married Miss Jane McCarthy, of

Lycoming County, Pa., born at Mnncy in 1800,

and one of thirteen children. The result of this

union was nine children, four sons and five

daughters, two ( f whom died in early child-

hood. Of the seven that grew to adult years,

only tour now survive, and thej^ are Amanda,
now Mrs. Henry A. Fahneslock,at Waverly,Iowa;

JMary A., widow of Melvin J. Wood, resides in

Roscoe, 111.; Kdwin, a fanner of jVudubon County,

Iowa, and our subject, who is the eldest of the

family. The parents of tliese ehildren came West

from IVnnsyhania in (»ct<iliei'. 1(^3S, made the

journey with teams, ami landed in Roscoe on

the ;>lst of January, l.s;;;». While on the w.ay

to this Stale, they were in Mii'higan, near South

Bend, Iiid., for a short time, and the father

and his brother John came on to Roscoe Town-

ship, where they bought a claim of four hundred

acres one-half mile from the (then) village of Ros-

coe. They paid 1400 for this tract, and, although

fifteen acres had been cultivated, there was no

house on it. They immediately erected a double

log house and then returned for the family. Here

the father passed the remainder of his days, dying

of an abscess in March, 1852, when not quite fifty

four years of age. His wife remained a widow

and survived him twenty-six years, keeping the

family together until about 1870, when she went
to live with her daughter. About this time, the

old |)lace was sold for $4,500. Mrs. McAffee died

in March, 1878, when about seventy-eight years

of age, her death occurring in Iowa, where she was

visiting liei' daughter.

James McAffee, subject of this sketch, and his

brother Edwin were volunteers in the Civil War.

The former enlisted in the Seventy-fourth Illinois

Infantry as a Sergeant, August, 1862, and was

discharged for disability in January of the fol-

lowing year. He and his lirothers and sisters were

all fairly educated, and our subject, being a man
of observation and study, has not allowed his

ideas to rust out, liut is well informed on all sub-

jects and is tliorouglily a|iace with the times.

After the death of his father, he carried on the

farm and was married to Miss AlmedaMcCausland,

of Ridott, 111., but a native of Canada. Her father

was W'illiam McCausl.and. Mrs. McAffee pas.sed

away in 1856, leaving one daughter, Meda, who is

a resident of Iowa at the present time. Mr. Mc-

Affee's second marriage was to Miss Margaret L.

Cross, a native of Roscoe, born in that city (or

rather town at that time) in 1839. Her father,

Robert J. Cross, was a native of Newburgh, N. Y.,

but moved to near Detroit, IMicli., in 1825 and

thence to Coldwater in 183(1. Five years later,

he came to Roscoe. III., wliere lie became a success-

ful .agriculturist. He was (piile a prominent man
in the county and held inany positions of trust

and hoiU)r. He was the lirst County Commi.s-

sioner a|)|iointeil in 1.S36 anil was the lirst County

Treasurer a[)poiiited liy the County Commissioners,

serving in that capacity for three years. In 1846,

he was elected by the Whigs of Winnebago Coun-

ty to represent them in the General Assembly, and

in 1846 and 1847 he was a colleague of Judge

Church to revi.se the Constitution of the State.

In 1872, he was a member of the convention to

again revise the State Constitution. He was a

profound thinker, a deep reasoner, and one of the

.ablest men the county has ever had. He tiled in

February, 1873, when sixty-nine years of age, and

was at that time a member of the General Assem-

bly from Winnebago and Boone Counties. His
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wife and four i-liildivn still survivo liiin. One

son, .John, is in Kansas; Marj^'aret L. became the

wife of our subject; AVilliam Ileuiv is a Congre-

gational minister of California, and Lewis is a

farmer of Iowa. The motlier of these children

was liorn July 21, 1^12, and, although nearly

eighty years of age, is as liright mentally' as ever,

but her physical condition is not of the best.

Mr. and Mrs. McAffee have been farmers in this

section nearly all their lives and settled on the

present farm, consisting of one hundred and

tliirly-rive acres, wliich formerly constituted the

home place of Mr. Cross. Their union has been

blessed by the birth of three children, two daugh-

ters and one son: Hannah J., now Mrs. P. AV. Ral-

ston, residing in Chicago, her husband being a

civil engineer; Julia E., now Mrs. Ernest I. Wor-
cester, of Chicago, her husband an architect, and

James C, a civil engineer working on the Colum-

bian Plxposition grounds, Chicago. Mr. McAfft-e

is virtually a retired fanner, although living on

the farm, wliich he has rented out for a num-
ber of years. He was born and reaied a Demo-
crat, but since 1860 has affiliated with the Repub-

lican party, although he is free to vote for the

best man alwa^•s.

•5-ESH*E /

ON. GEORCiE REED. The subject of this

sketch is well worthy of extended notice in

this volume, for his life at home and among

(§5)) the law makers ( f Illinois is a model which

any young man might emulate with profit and

honor. He has practically retired from farm work

and resides at his beautiful country home, the im-

provements on which have been brought about b}'

his own hands, even to the planting of every tree

and shrub. His home farm is very etHciently man-

aged by his son Frank, while another estate of two

hundred and seventy-five acres, one mile and a

half distant, is successfully managed by his son

Fred. In addition to his public service, he gives

his attention to the management of two creameries,

which he superintends with excellent success.

Throughout Boone County the name of the Hon.

George Reed is synoiiymous with public s|>iril,

progress and lioiiest\-. He was born in Westlield,

Mass., May 20, 1824, the son of Samuel F. and Pa-

tience (Sibley) Reed. His father was born in Mans-

field, Conn., and died in Granville. Mass., when

seventy-seven 3-ears old. For seventeen vcmis. he

was agent for and connected with tln' J). I!. Cdok

Publishing Company, of Hartford. Conn., but later

engaged in the grocery' business, and for a time was

a contractor. While employed in the last-named

occupation, he built the bridges and aqui'ducts on

the New Haven and North Hamjiton canal, long

since in disuse, and the New Haven iV North ll:iiii|i-

ton Railroad Iniilt on its liank. So far as is kno\Mi.

the Reed family was lirst represented in America

by three brothers, who came from England about

l(;5(l.

The mother of our subject was born in Willing-

ton, Conn., and departed this life at the home of

her sun. .aged eighty-eight years. Her parents,

Moses and Patience (Yeainans) Sililey, were natives

of the Nutmeg State, the father dying when eighty-

four years, and the mother when sevents'. The

maternal grandfather of our subject was a farmer,

and during the l.ast years of his life w;is a pen-

sioner, having served in the Revolutionary War.

He .and his wife reared a family of eight children.

all of whom are deceased.

The f.amil3' of which our sul)ject is a nieniber

consisted of six daughters and three sons, (ieorge

Reed, of this sketch, remained at home until arriv-

ing at his majority, when he removed to Hinsdale.

Mass., and there worked out liy the month on a

farm for two j-ears. In 1817, he came West, and

in the month of June reached Boone C<ninty.

where he visited a short time with his brother,

Charles, in Ohio Precinct, which, upon adopting

township organization, was called Spring. Thence

he proceeded to the northern part of Winneliago

County, where he remained two j'ears, working by

the day and month at odd jobs, for fifty or sev-

enty-five cents per day.

In 1849, Mr. Reed returned to Spring Township,

where he had purchased one hundred and twenty

acres of land of the Government, to which he has

since added until his estate comprises five hundred

and twenty-five acres, divided into two splendid
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farms about one and one-Iialf miles apart. He has

also a fine creamery plant, located near the center

of the town, at wliich he receives an aveiage of

ten thousand pounds of milk dail^y throughout the

entire year. He .also has a third interest in ihe

Belvidere Butter and Cheese Manufacturing Com-

pany in Belvidere, which he manages successfully,

and is the owner of a commodious residence and

desirable lot in Belvidere. In addition to these in-

terests, he is a stockholder and Director in the

People's Bank of Belvidere.

On coming to Boone County, Mr. Reed had no

moneyed capital, and borrowed the wherewithal to

purchase a land warrant, paying fifty per cent, for

the money. The warrant called for one hundred

and sixty acres but he only received one hun-

dred and twentj' acres (for the reason that there

was not another contiguous forty acies) and cost

him $108 and interest. He secured the money

before the note became due, and, walking to Chi-

ago, paid the indebtedness, after which he returned

home on foot through the mud.

October 10, 1849, Mr. Reed was married to Miss

Eliza A. Wait, who was born in Warsaw, now
Middleburg, N. Y., August 23, 1828. Further men-

tion of her parents, Henr}- and P0II3' Wait, will be

found in the biography of her brother, W. H. Wait,

on another page. When the young couple com-

menced housekeeping, they had no furniture nor

any money 10 make purchases, but Mr. Reed being

quite handy with his saw and hammer, procured

some scantling and constructed their first bedstead,

also made a table, and lienches for chairs. After

harvest, he hauled a load of wheat with oxen to

Chicago, and selling it for fifty cents per bushel,

brought home some needed furniture, which was

highly appreciated by his estimable wife, to whom
he accords her full share for their success in life.

The four children born to our subject and his

wife are as follows: Fannie E., born September 6,

1850; Franklin P., November 9, 1852; Frederick

A., .Tanuar3' 8, 1855; and Albert E., who was born

July 8,1857, died May 9, 186.3. Frederick A. mar-

ried Miss Caroline Wiggers, and the3' have become

the parents of five children, four of whom are

now living.

Mr. Reed has .always taken an active interest in

affairs pertaining to his vocation. For twenty

years he was a Director on the County Board of

Agriculture, serving as its President for eight

years, and advancing its welfare materially during

his administration. In 1886, he was elected to the

office of Vice-president of the State Board of Agri-

culture for the Fifth Congressional District, and

was re-elected in 1888, in which position he served

with credit to himself and honor to the district.

In 1890, he was elected Director in the Illinois

State Dair3'meu's Association, of which organiza-

tion he is now a member.

In 1876, with a number of other farmers, Mr.

Reed aided in the organization of the Belvidere

Farmers' Mutual Fire and Lightning Insurance

Company as a township company with four towns.

Later, the law was changed, and it was re-organ-

ized into a county company, and is now one of the

most prosperous companies in the State, having at

present nine hundred members, with 11,589,548 at

risk. Mr. Reed has been a Director from the or-

ganization of the company, and its President for

the last ten years. At the annual meeting, Jan-

uary 6, 1891, the Secretary, Henry W. Avery, Esq.,

made the following statement, which will be of in-

terest to the reader:

"The farmers of Little Boone as a whole, and

the members of this Insurance Company in par-

ticular, have reason for congratulation that they

are represented this year in the Slate Legislature

by one of their number, the honored President of

this organization, who to-day takes his seat as a

peer among the law-makers of this great State of

Illinois, one who can ever be trusted for honest^',

integrity and nobility of character, whose words

and votes are in harmou}', and who can alwa^'s be

counted upon for right, justice, temper.ance and

iiumanity."

In politics, Mr. Reed is a Republican, and has

held nearly all the offices in his town, sucli as Over-

seer of Roads, Commissioner of Highways, School

Director for twenty years. Town Clerk and Super-

visor and member of the County Board twelve years,

serving as Chairman of the latter a number of

times. He was elected to the State Legislature in

1890, and served on the Committee of Agriculture,

Warehouse, Public Charities, County and Township
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Organization and State Municipal Indebtedness.

His vote is recorded on many good laws of tlie State,

and he has introduced several important bills, one

of wliicli was with reference to creating the office of

P^ood and Dairy Commissioner, and prescribing the

duties of such an officer; also to prevent the color-

ing of oleomargarine in imitation of butter, and to

prevent the making and selling of filled cheese in

imitation of full cream cheese.

Mr. Reed may be justly termed '-self-made,'" his

only schooling having been obtained in a countrj-

district school; hence, too much credit cannot be

accorded him for the position which he now occu-

pies in social and business circles, and whieli was

obtained through his own ambition and persever-

ance. He has a keen appreciation of tiie high

honor his friends have conferred upon him, and

feels under greater obligations since they have re-

nominated him for the Legislature. He has no

opposition, and it -may safel}' be predicted that he

will be re-elected to tlie (josition which he has so

capabl}' filled.

We cannot better close tiiis sketch than by the

followiiig high compliment to the worth of Mr.

Reed, which was published in a recent issue of the

Northicesiern: "Mr. Reed is a man of the people, a

man of sound judgment, and one who may be re-

lied upon to guard the interests of the masses. His

record m the last Legislature will bear the closest

scrutiny. He was found on the right side every

time when the votes on important measures were

taken. "With a clean record, and the experience

of one session to his credit, he will enter upon the

duties of a second term with undoubted recogni-

tion, and will be placed in position to exert a

wider influence with satisfactory results to himself

and his constituents."

bEVI P. H. MUNRO, who is engaged in

general farming on section 1, New Mil-

ford Township, is a worthy representative

of one of the honored pioneer families of Winne-

bago County. He was born on the 30tli of June,

1828, in Troy, N. Y., and is a son of Levi and

P'sther H. ^Carmichai'l) ^luiiro, both of whom

were natives of the Emi)irc State. His parents

came to Illinois in .luly, 1h:;,s. and sclth-d

on one hundred and sixty acres of hind

on section 1, Now ^Hlford Township. The

land was then worth about %\.W per .acre and

is now valued at $300 per acre. It lies just out-

side the city limits of Rockford and is a very

desirable property. Tlie fatiier died .lanuary 3,

1875, at the age of seventy-four years, and his

wife was called to her final rest August 29, 1857,

at the age of fiftj- years. They had three children:

Harriet A., wife of Isaac Kowlev, a farmer of

Guilford Township; Levi, of this sketch; and Mil-

ton C, now of Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Our subject was a lad of onl}' ten j-ears when

with his parents he came to this countrj-. His ed-

ucational advantages were very limited, for the

schools here were few and of an inferior order. On

the breaking out of the late war, he and his brother

enlisted, December 6, 1861, for three years' service

as members of Company E, First Illinois Light

Artillery. From Camp Douglas in Cliicago they

went to Cairo, 111., and on the 27th of March

embarked for Pittsburg Landing. Tliey took part

in the terrible battle of Shiloh, where our subject

was placed on the caisson to deal out the ammuni-

tion, his officer saying that his head would prove

level in the emergenc3'. He was wounded but

stood at his post until ordered to fall back. His

brother was at gun No. -1. The battery held an

exposed position in front of Beauregard who

made the most determined and desperate effort to

capture the guns but did not succeed. Mr. Muuro

w.as discharged on account of disability, resulting

from his wound and exposure, December 6, 18()2,

and at the same time his brother was mustered

out. The latter almost lost his life and would

have done so had it not been for the faithful

nursing of Levi.

Mr. Munro has never married but has a pleas-

ant home on the old farm and is recognized as

one of the leading .agriculturists of the commun-

ity and a valued citizen, .as well as an upright

man. In polities, he is a supporter of Repulilican

principles and, religiously-, holds tlie faith of

the Baptist Church but is not connected with any

congregation. For seveial years he has lieen a
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member of G. L. Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R. P"or

more than half a century he has resided in Winne-

bago County and can well remembei' many inci-

dents of his pioneer days. The journey to Illinois

was made by the Erie Canal and the Lakes to

Ciiieago, and thejiee liy ox-team to this place.

Tlie farm products were marketed in Chicago,

where wheat brought only forty cents a bushel

and (lork from $1 to $2 per hundred. Those d.ays

lia\'e now passed away and in the years which

liaye followed Mr. Munro lias aci|uired a hand-

Sfime competeni'C and is now (he owner of a yery

yalualile pr(H)erty.

<X[ IVIIII'PLF. .lIi.S()X, now deceased, was one

\rJl/ of the must pi'ominent citizens of Rock-

^\y fiir<l. .\n inlluential man. lie exercised a

power for g(.(od in this <'uinmiinity whit-li will long

))e felt tin High he has passed away. He was born

in l-;iliiidge, ()ii()iidaga Count_v, N. Y., in IKU), and

was a Son of Dayid .lilson, of iine of the leading

families of Massachusetts. In his native State our

subject was reared to manlnxxl and in Weedsport,

N. Y., married Miss Caroline llayles, a native of

Cayuga County, and a daughter of Aaron and L3-dia

(Edrnister) Bayles, natives of New Jersey. The

latter were married near Chenango, N. Y., where

thi'y resided fiir some years, aftei' which Mr. ll.'yles

became a gram dealer on the Canal. lie subserpiently

located in Weedsport, where lie did business as a

nierch.ant and became very wealthy. He and his

wife spent their last years with their d.aughter, Mrs.

Jilson. Mrs. Bayies' death occurred at the age of

eighty-one years and the husband and fatlier was

called to his tinal rest at the age of eighty-

seven, lioth were members of the Baptist Ciiurch.

A brother of Mrs. Jilson founded the first college

in Milwaukee and later established the Bayles

Business College, of Dubuque, Iowa, the first in

that city. Her only sister, Mrs. St. Johns, is living

in Rockford and she and Mrs. Jilson are the only

survivors of the familj-.

With his wife and children, Mv. Jilson came to

Roekfiird in IS.^T), and as a (lartner of K. St. Johns

embarked in the grocery business. After some

years, he became sole proprietor, and at length sold

out, removing to Ogle County, 111., purchasing a

farm near Byron. After operating his land for

some years, he returned to IJockford and established

a tailor and repair shop, to which business he de-

voted his energies throughout nearl}- the reniaiu-

der of his life. He .accumulated a good property

and was well-to-do at the time of his death.

It is meet that when a good man dies some tnh-

ute should be paid to his niemorj". Mr. Jilson was

essenti.all}' a self-made man, and adversity seemed

only to draw out the latent energy and force of

his character, which he concentrated with renewed

effort on the work in hand. Truth, industry and

uprightness were cardinal points in his creed .and

his word was as good as his bond. From his in-

fancy* he was crippled luit he did not allow this

accident. to stand in his w.a_\-. When a young

man he jf>iued the Baptist Church but afterwards

became a lil)eral thinker. He possessed an inex-

haustible fund of wit .and humor, which made him

a pleasant and interesting com|)anion, for he was

also a great reader and well informed. His life

was above reproai'h. his morality of the highest

character. He never used tob.acco or intoxicating

liquors in any way, and ever exerted his influence

in behalf of temperance on those lines. He also

voted with the Prohibition party for many years.

In early life he was a stanch Abolitionist and his

home in New York, during slavery days, was a

station on the Underground Railroad, where he

helped m.an}' a slave on his w.ay to Canada and

freedom. His first Presidential vote w.as cast for

James G. Birney, the Abolition candidate. To the

poor and needy he was ever read}' to lend a help-

ing hand and he had the respect of both young

and old. In 1891, he was stricken with the grip

and after a week passed away.

Mrs. Jilson has since her husband's death re-

sided on West State Street, and has successfully

managed the propert}- left bj' him and her parents.

She is a most estimable lad}' and ranks high in

social circles. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jilson were

born three children. Carrie P. became the wife of

Charles Lundgren and died leaving four children:

her two daughters, Ethel and Carrie, now living

with their grandmother, Mrs. Jilson, and two sons.
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Fiauk and Lewis, residing in Indiana. Harriet

Helena is the wife of Lewis A. Weyburn, a manu-

facturer of Kockford, by whom sliehastwo daugli-

ters, IJlanehe and Jennie. Harry married Lida

JMellon and occupies a position witli the firm of

Emerson, Talcott i Co.

HARLES HASKIN. The results of unBag-

ging ]>erseverance, prudent economy and

investment and good liahits, probably find

no better exponent in the city of Rockford than

in the above-named gentleman who is residing at

No. 405 East Street. He is what ma}' be truly

termed a self-made man, having started at the bot-

tom round of life and now ranks among the sub-

stantial citizens of tlie count}-. He has always

taken an active interest in all public enterprises,

and is an ardent advocate of both church and

school. He is now living retired in the city, and

with his wife is a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, which bod}' he joined in his youth.

As soon as it was possible to do so, Mr. Haskin or-

ganized a class in Harlem, which was composed of

eight members who congregated in a log house on

section 29. Our subject was made Steward of tiie

church, which position he held for thirty j'ears.

He was also a teacher of the Bible Class for many
years. On coming to Rockford. he transferred his

membership to the Centennial Methodist Episcopal

Church, where he is one of its active workers.

Born in Washington, Berkshire County, Mass.,

March 1-1, 1817, our subject is a son of Amos Has-

kin, a native of Salisbury, Conn., from which place

Ills father removed to Washington, and operated a

gristmill for a number of years. The grandfatlier

made his own tombstone, working on the inscrip-

tion, with the exception of the date of his death.

His remains and those of his wife lie buried in the

cemeterj' in that place.

Amos H.askin w.as very 3'Ouug when his parents

removed to Washington, where he was reared and

married to Lovisa Bille, who was a native of that

place and the daughter of William Bille. She is

buried liy the side of her husl)and in the same

cemetery in which the grandparents of our subjn-i

are interred. Charles, of this sketch, was tlic

3'oungest member of the [larental fnniily of ttii

children, and his father lieing in limited lircum-

stances, hf commenced when (piite young to make

his own way in tiic world, his first eniphiyment

being working on farms in the neighborhood, lie

later learned the trade of a stonemason, and wlicu

sixteen years of .age was al)le to su[)erintend tlie

work. Soon after reaching his majorit\', lie com-

menced contracting in Lee, Mass., where he resided

until 1841, the date of his coming to Illinois. lie

w.as accompanied on the journey hither by his

young bride, and on locating in Winnebago County

found the greater jiart of the land west of Hock

River was still owned b}' the Government. He
purchased eighty acres on the east side, and later

rented an improved farm and l>egan housekeeping

in a log cabin. Three years later. Mr. Haskin pur-

chased a partially improved farm of one hundred

acres cm section 29, paying therefor the sum of

?7U0. He erected a temporal-}' frame house on the

place, in which his family lived while he cleared

and further cultivated the property. Chicago was

the nearest market where he could get cash for the

farm produce, and as there were no railroads the

trip was made with ox-teams. The following year

our subject purcluased one hundred and sixty acres

of wild prairie land on section 31, still owning,

however, his property on section 29, on which lat-

ter tract he erected a good set of buildings and

resided until 1882, when he left it in charge of his

son and came to Rockford.

August 29, 1841, in Jefferson County, N. Y.,

Miss Mary W. Atwood became the wife of our

subject. She was a native of Hinsdale, Berkshire

County, Mass., having been born November 21,

1819, and was a daughter of the Rev. Phineas and

Huldah (Haskell) Atwood, also natives of the Bay

State. jSIr. and i\Irs. Haskin, of this sketch, have had

four children : Amos, Emily L., Wright and Daniel.

Amos enlisted m Company A, Seventy-fourth Illi-

nois Infantry, and gave his life in the service of

his country, dying at the age of twenty-two.

All were members of the Centennial Methodist

Episcopal Church. The father of Mrs. Haskin was

a son of Ilezekiah and Lydia (Heath) Atwood, and
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removed I'loin that State to Xuw York, where lie

resided for a number of years. In 1811, he came

to Winnebago County, and. settling in Ilarlem

Township, improved and lived upcm a farm until

his death, when eighty-six years of age. He joined

the Methodist P^piseopal C'hureh in liis younger

days, of which denomination he was a loeal preacher

and later an ordained FAdcv. The mother of Mrs.

Ilaskin was the daughter of Roger and Mary (Web-

ster) Haskell; she also died in Ilarlem Township

when in her ninety-third year. The son of our

subject has Lieen twice married, his first wife being

Frances L. Hall, by whom he has two children: one

who died young and one living, Emily Fern. His

present wife is Florence Poulton. In polities, our

subject is a Republican, and has filled various olH-

ces of trust in the township, having served as

Justice of the Peace, Assessor, Highway C^ommis-

sioner .and member of the (School IJoard.

(f^^HOMAS W. E\'AXS has for many years

been a leading farmer of Winnebago County

and now resides on his pleasant home which

is situated on a hillside on section 26, New Milford

Township. He is a native of Steuben Township,

Oneida County, N. Y., and is a son of .John .1. and

Anna (Williams) Evans, who were natives of

Wales. His grandfather, -Tolm Lee Evans, was

born in Carnarvonshire, Wales, and there died in

early life, leaving a widow and four children, the

youngest of whom was the father of our subject.

John J. Williams married in Wales and came at once

to America, sailing from Liverpool to New York,

where he arrived after three months. He com-

menced life in limited circumstances but at his

death owned one liundred acres of valuable land.

Tliis worthy couple lost one daughter, Margaret,

who died at the age of twelve years. Three of their

children grew to mature years, Janet, John and

Thomas. The mother died in July, 1839, at the

age of sixty-one 3'ears, and Mr. Evans was after-

ward married again. B}' the second union he had

two sons and three daughters, but John and Jose-

phine died at the ages of ten and twelve j'ears

respectively'. The living are David, Jlargaret and

Pha*be. The first was a volunteer soldier in the

late war, .serving as Standard Bearer of the Third

New York Battery. At the close of the war, he

went to Topeka, Kan., and for three years was

Superintendent of Schools. He was afterwards

City Attorney of Great Bend, Kan., and Supervisor

of the United States Census for the northern dis-

trict of that State. He was called to Washington

by that department and is now in the Navy De-

partment there. Phcebe resides in Ransom, Oneida

Count}', being the widow of James Gritlith.

Margaret is the widow of Paschal Enos and is

Postmistress at Kingsville, III.

Our subject is the only survivor of the first

family. In the fall of 1843, he left New York and

spent the winter in St. Louis, Mo., working at the

carpenter's trade until the succeeding spring, when

he came to Kockford and erected many buildings

in that city during the next five years. On the

4th of July, 1848, he was united in marriage with

Caroline Crill, daughter of Henry and Betsy

(Brooks) Crill. Unto tham were born eleven

children, seven sons and four daughters, six of

whom grew to mature j'ears, while five are yet

living: Belle, w'ife of Russell Barrows, a farmer of

New Milford Township; John O., who operates the

old homestead in Monroe Township, Ogle County;

Henrietta, wife of J. C. Thompson; Gene Paul, a

farmer of Ogle County; and Thaddeus Wilber at

home.

Mr. Evans first located in Ogle Countj- and was

one of the organizers of Monroe Township. He

served as its first Assessor and was Justice of the

Peace for six years, when he resigned and re-

moved to Rockford. His first wife died April 28,

1874, at the age of forty-four years, and he was

again married, September 30, 1875, in Utica, N. Y.,

his second union being with Laura E. Lewis of

Steuben, Oneida County, N. Y. The}' have one

daughter, Mattie Lois, a bright maiden of fourteen

summers.

Mr. Evans continued to reside in Rockford until

185G, and then returned to the old farm in Ogle

County, where he had purchased live hundred

acres of Government land at $L25 per acre. His

first purchase where he now lives was a hundred-

,acre tract, to which he added until he had six-
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hundred acres. It is now occupied as three farms

by his children. In 1880, he purchased liis home

farm, comprising two liundred and forty-five acres

which paj- to him a golden tribute for his care

and cultivation. The pleasant home is beautifully

situated on a hillside and commands a good view

of the surrounding countrj'. I\Ir. and Mrs. Evans

rank higii in social circles and are genial, com-

panionable people who have many warm friends

in this com in unit}'. Our subject has been blessed

witli prosperity and is now enjoying a well-de-

served competence acquired tlirough his own
industry, good management and enterprise.

mOMAS W. CARKICO. Probably no resi-

dent of Rockford has been more closely

connected with its growth from an un-

important village to one of the most enterpris-

ing cities of Northern Illinois, than the gentleman

whose life sketch is herewith presented. Although

not a native of the city, Beverly, Mass., being his

birthplace, and June, 1830, the date thereof, the

most of his active life has been passed within its

limits, and for man}' 3'ears he has resided in his

beautiful home at No. 913 Kilburn Avenue.

The parents of oui- subject, Thomas and Mary
(Raymond) Carrico, were natives of New Eng-

land, born and reared in Beverl}', Mass. His pa-

ternal grandfather, Benjamin Carrico, was a

mechanic, and his maternal grandfather, who was

a merchantman, traded with southern islands in

mahogany and other choice woods. Our subject

is the only child, with the exception of a daughter,

Mary, deceased. After the death of his mother,

which occurred when he was quite small, he was

tenderly cared for by an aunt, Mrs. W. F. Parish,

of Beverly. His father removed to Ohio, and

some time in the '40s proceeded thence to Logan,

Iowa, where he married again and remained until

his death in 1881.

In the spring of 1854 Mr. Carrico came West to

Rockford, where three years later he was united in

marriage with Miss Mary L., daughter of Benjamin

and Eleanor (Maynard) Kilburn, natives of Massa-

chusetts, who had come to Rockford in 1837.

After their marriage, the young couple located at

once on a tract of land comprising one hundred
and sixty acres, which he purcliased from the

Government, and which was lucalcd a short dis-

tance from the present post-ollicc but at that time

considered out in the country. Mr. and Mrs.

Carrico were married in a house that stood on the

site of their present home, where she was also born.

Tiie stone quarry and sand-bed. which have since

proved so valuable, are now in the tliickly-scltlcd

part of the city.

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.

Carrico, one of whom died in infancy; Frank K.,

died in 1890 of consumption, aged thirty years;

and Mary E., wife of John Salter, Jr., of Ciiicago,

died in 1891, at the age of twenty-seven vears,

leaving two little daughters to the care of the

bereft grandparents. The six children are liright

and beautiful, the comfort of their grandparents

as well as tlie solace of their father. Fred K., tlie

youngest son, now thirteen years old, lives with

his parents. Jlrs. Carrico is one of seven children,

of whom she alone survives. Iler father died in

1861, but her mother, at the advanced age of

eightj'-one, still survives, and makes her home
with Mrs. Carrico.

Mr. Carrico is still carr3'ing on a large l)usiness

in building stone and sand. Politicall\-, he allil-

iates with the Republican party, and although he

belongs to no sect or creed, preferring liberty of

thought and belief, 3'et he is an ever-willing sup-

porter of reformatory measures, and has a neat

little mission chapel on his beautiful grounds.

Benjamin Kilburn, whose portrait accompanies

this sketch, was born in Belchertowu, Mass., in

1808, and was one of the very earliest of the pio-

neers of Rockford, there being but two or tlirec

residents here at the time of his arrival. He lived

through the period of transition from tlie wild

waste to the flourishing city, and was always in-

terested in an^'thing that tended to the advance-

ment of the place. Although he i)assed away in

the prime of life, when only fifty-two years old,

his influence was widespread, and he left a name

that is imperishable in the annals of Rockford.

Kilburn Avenue, a beautiful street, is named in

his honor, and the old residents still rememlier Mr.
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Kilbiu'n, to whom they always refer with affection.

We are glad to hand his portrait down to pos-

terity, so tiiat ciiming generations may look upon

tlie featiu'cs of one of the pioneers of Roekford,

wild contriluited so effeetivoly to its progress.

AVJD C. COWAN, a general merchant at

Poplar Grove, Boone County, was liorn in

(^^ Fall River, Mass., .Tanu:iry 1, 1851. Ho

is the son of Roliert Cowan niio was Ijoni

in Buteshire, Scotland, where also his grandparents

were liorn and sjK'Ut llieir entire lives. Rol>ert

Cowan was the only member of the family' who
came to America, emigrating liither when a j'oung

man. lie was engaged in the cotton mills in Fall

River and Bernan, R. I., residing in the Plast until

ISl.s. ;it whicli time he came to Illinois. Making
a short stay lierc, he returned to New Kngland.and

in tlie s|)ring of 18.51 came with his family to

Hoc.iue 'l'o\vnshi|) where he liad purcliased land.

There was a log liouse on the [ilace, in which the

family resided and here iMr. Cowan engaged in

farming until his dece.ase.

Our subject's mother, who bf)re the maiden name

of Mary Carmen t, was a native of Cilasgow, Scot-

land, and tiie daughter of Alexander and Eliza-

beth Cai'meiit. She is at present residing in

I'ol)lar ( irove ami is the mother of four children:

Roliert; Mary E., :\Irs. E. B. Ball; David C., and

Emma .1., the wife of Arthur (;. Edgell. Our sub-

ject was an infant when his parents removed to

the Prairie State and received his education in the

district schools (.if this vicinity-. When nineteen

years of .age, he liegan teaching school, being thus

employed for three terms. At the expiration of

that time, he entered the State Normal School at

Normal, III., and after a course of two years was

again eng.agcd as a teacher at Bulklej^ Iroquois

County. Three years later, he came to Poplar

Grove, this county, and in company with his fath-

er-in-law engaged in the lumber business and later

as a hardware merchant.

In 1884, Mr. Cowan went to the Territory of

Dakota and pre-empted a tract of (iovernment land

in Clark County, and after a residence there of one

year returned to this place and engaged in the

mercantile business. He carries a large stock of

general merchandise, .and by his courteous treat-

ment of customers is well liked by all who know
him and has a good sliare of patronage.

Julia Webster, who was born in this county, be-

came the wife of our subject in 1872. She is the

daughter of WilletS. and Mary J. (Wheeler) Web-
ster, and by her union with our subject has become

the mother of two children: M.abel A. .and Frank C.

Jlr. Cowan is a member of Poplar Grove Lodge

A. O. r. W. .and is a demitted member of the Ma-

sonic lodge at Buckle3'. A Republican in politics,

he cast his first Presidential vote for Hayes, and

in local affairs h.as served as a member of the

County Board of Supervisors for six years, five

years as Country Superintendent of Schools, and as

a member of the Re|iublican County Central Com-

mittee, has often represented his [larty in county

and district conventions.

LSON II. KEELEH, editor and proprietor

of the Belvidere Xoiihirrsfmi, a weekly

li; newspajier, w.as born in Belvidere Town-

hip, Boone County, March lo, 185 1. His

paternal grandf.ather, Martin Keeler, a native of

Connecticut, went with his brother .lose|ili to

Cortland County, ?i. Y. Both purch.ased land in

the town of Truxton, cleared and developed farms,

and there spent the remainder of their daj^s. Mar-

tin married Anna Woodruff, who was born in

Fabius, Onondaga County, N. Y., and died on the

home farm.

Warren Keeler, fatlier of our suliject, was born

on that farm June 12, 1821, and by purchasing

the interest of the other heirs became owner of

the old homestead, uiion which he resided until

1849, when he sold out and emigrated to Boone

County, 111. He benight a tract of land of two

hundred and twenty-live acres in Belvidere Town-

ship, of which one hundred and twenty-flve acres

were broken, the remainder beijig covered with

timber. The improvements consisted of a log

house and frame barn. I\lr. Keeler there eng.aged
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in farming until 1878, when be sold that land and

i-esidod in the town of Spring nntil 1888, since

wliicli time he has lived a retired life in ISelviilere,

He was married, January 11, 1811. to Delolia

Keener, who was born in Fabius, K. Y.. July "21,

1818. Tlie family numbered five children : Fele-

cia B., Horatio, Mary A., Alson II. and Emma L.

The parents are both mcniliers of the First liap-

tist Church and are highly respected (K'uple of

Belviderc.

The maternal grandfather of our suliject was

Champion Keene_v, a native of Connecticut. nu<I a

son of Simon Keeney, who was born in tin- sanu'

State and removed to New York in ITlMl, becdui-

ing one of the early settlers of Fabius. In the

midst of the forest, he develojicd a farm and went

through all the exjieriences and hardships of pio-

neer life. AVhile he worked upon the farm, his

wife spun and wove the cTotli used in clothing the

family. Her maiden name was Polly Bates. The

grandfather of our subject was onl^' two years old

when his parents emigrated to Onondaga County.

He married Esther Daniels, a native of that coun-

ty, and for many j'ears there followed farming.

His last days were spent in retirement in tiie vil-

lage of Fabius, where he died at the advanced

age of ninety-one. He served in the War of IS 12,

and his widow is one of its pensioners.

We now take up the personal histoiy of our

subject who acquired his early education in the

country schools and supplemented it by study in

Belvidere and at Beloit College. In the autumn

of 1874, he went to Butler County, Iowa, where he

engaged in teaching through the winter, and in

the spring of 1875 returned to Belvidere and

opened a real-estate and insurance office with li.

W. Coon, publisher of the Belvidere Northwestern.

Mr. Keeler afterward became connected with the

paper as reporter and compositor, and later was

foreman of the office and local editor until 1888.

In that year he resigned his position and went to

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he spent two years,

after which he was foreman and cit^' editor of the

Waukegan Gazette, of Waukegan, 111., for two

years. He then purchased the Northwestern, of

which he is now sole proprietor.

Mr. Keeler was married, September 23, 1880, to

Edith A. Swasev, who was born in Portsmouth,

N. II., and is a daughter of Samuel and Kdilh A.

(Holmes) Swasey. They liave one son, Lawrence

S., born December 23, 1.SS2. The parents are both

members of the Presbyterian Church. Since cast-

ing his first Presidential vote for H. V,. Hayes, INIr.

Keeler has been a stanch Pepublican. Socially, he

is a member of Belvidere Lodge No. (id. A. F. .t

A. M.; Kishwaukee Chapter No. 00, K. A. M.; Big

Tliunder Lodge No. 2S. I. (). (). F.. and several

other of the secret benevolent societies.

In the spring of 1892, Mr. Keeler was elected a

menilier of the City Council, representing the

Third Ward, and was also in the same spring

elected a menilier of the Hoard of Education of

tlie South Belvidere School.

I'nder its present management, the Nuihirestrm

has not only been enlarged but has been ini|iroved

in every w.ay. The circulation has been greatly

increased, and the libcrnl patronage which it now

receives is well deserved. In .lanuary, 1892, Mr.

Keeler removed to his own new odice building on

South State Street. He iimloulitedly occupies one

of the finest buildings ust'd foi- newspaper publi-

cation in Northern Illinois. It w.as I)uilt for tli s

purpose, and is a handsome two-story lirick build-

ing, conveniently arranged, and supplied witli all

tiie accessories of the modern office. It has a

complete outfit for a job olilce. and its macliinei-y

is run by water power.

UGUST BL()MP.EU(;, a jnosperous busi-

ness man and stockholder in the F\jrest

I
li Cit3' Baking Comiiaiiy, recently- organized

at No. 609 Seventh Street, was formerly

engaged in the bakery business here Init sold out to

this company. He was born in Sweden. Septem-

ber 22, 1847, and learned his trade there aftei' reach-

ing his fourteenth birthdaj-. In September, 1879. he

came to the United States, and subsequently to

Rockford, where he established a bakery on Sev-

enth Street. He met with unusual success and

lias accumulated a handsome competence. Pre-

vious to coining to Rockford, he was engaged

in the bakery business in New York City, Bos-



1126 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

ton, and other cities of the New England States.

He is the owner of nuidi valuable property in

Rockford, and is a stockholder in the Excelsior

Furniture Company. Mr. Blomberg expects to

visit his native country in 1892, but will return

and take charge of the Forest Cit,\' Baking Com-

l)aiiy.

Mr. IJhinilierg is the only one of his relatives in

this country. His father, John Blomberg, is still a

resident of Sweden, and is seventy 3'ears of age.

He served his country faithfull3' as a soldier for

thirty-four years. He is a prominent man in his

native province and is highly respected. The

maiden name of his wife was Cathrina Bengston

and she died in her native country' many 3'ears

ago. Siie was a member of the Swedlsii Lutheran

Ciiurch, aud Mr. 151oraberg holds membership in

the same at the present time.

Our subject is a public-spirited citizen and takes

a deep interest in all local matters. He is a worthy

member of the Zion Lutheran Church, and in pol-

tics supports the princii)les of tiie Republican

party. To his marriage with Josephine Bangston

were born three interesting children: Charles A.,

Jolin II. and Fred.

],l«^^

|1^;;^UMPHREY TRIPP. The citizens of Peca-

tonica know iMr. Tripp as not onl3- a success-

ful man, with large landed interests in vari-

ous States, Itut they know him as something

more, a man who is earnestly striving in all hon-

orable ways t(i make the world better for his pres-

ence in it. He began life poor, and in all that the

phrase implies, is the architect of his own fortune,

of which he contributes constantly and generously

to foster education, promote the interests of the

people and relieve suffering. Orphaned at the age

of sixteen, he early became self-supporting, and

with no moneyed capital, liut with i)leuty of de-

termination and i)crseverancc, worked his way to

prosperity.

A Canadian by birth and parentage, our subject

was born in Oxford, May 20, 1830. His par-

ents, ilichael aud Rebecca (Sissan) Tripp, were

born in New Brimswick and had :i family oi eiyht

children. The mother died in Canada when only

thirty-eight, but the father survived until he was

about sixty, when his death occurred in Indiana.

Ilumphre}- passed his boyhood in Canada wlience

he removed to the States in 18.'J5, taking up his

residence in Pecatonica. From the first, he was

successful in his various enterprises, and it may
be said of him that he never knew the meaning of

the word "failuie."

November \'^. 186(i, IMr. Tripp was married to

Cynthia A., widow of Jacob Manderville, who died

in Pecatonica at tlje age of forty years. Mi'S.

Tripp was born in New York, July 20, 182C, the

daughter of Abel and Betsy (Buell) Buell. Her

father was born in Connecticut and died in Dela-

ware County, N. Y., at the age of seventy-six years;

while her mother was born in Connecticut and

passed awa^- in Pecatonica at the ripe old age of

ninety-one years. Abel Buell was one of the

brave soldiers who, during the War of 1812, con-

tributed his services to the defense of his country,

and after his death a pension was granted to his

widow.

Tlie members of the Buell family, with the ex-

ception of one brother, were stanch adherents of

Democratic principles, and thej' were uniformly

men of uprightness and honor, highly esteemed

wiierever they resided. Mrs. Tripp was one of nine

children, three of whom are now living. She is a

lad}' whose kindness of heart and generosity' arc

recognized by her large circle of acquaintances,

and she also possesses large executive ability- and

excellent judgment, which enable her to assist her

husband in his business transactions by her sound

and active co-operation.

Mr. Ti'ipp believes that the Iiest interests of the

Government are subserved by Protection, hence is

firm in his allegiance to Republican principles. He
is a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the Ancient Order of United Work-

man, and is prominent in Ijoth orders. In his re-

ligious connections, he is a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, to which his estimable wife

also belongs. ;Mr. and Mrs. Tripp are stockholders

in the shoe factory at Pecatonica, own considera-

ble valuable village property, including business

blocks and residence lots, and, besides this, are the
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owners of more than thirteen hundred and twenty

acres of fine farming land in Kansas, Iowa, Min-

nesota and Illinois, so that their attention is closely-

occupied by their landed interests.

fI(_^^AN,S F. PETF:RS0N. In a city of the rapid

rf )l] growth and development which has charac-

/ii^^ terized Rockford, the importance of the line

(^) of industry in which Mr. Peterson is en-

gaged cannot be over-estimated. To the contiactor

and builder in effect, conjointly with the architect,

belongs the task of imparting to the cit^' that ap-

pearance of solidity, wealth, refinement and com-

fort which at once stamps its citizens as progres-

sive and enterprising.

Mr. Peterson has been a resident of Rockford

since 1859, and during that time has met with suc-

cess in his business. He is a skillful and reliable

workman, and has erected manj' fine homes in the

city, besides numerous business blocks. He has a

beautiful residence at No. 105 Baker Street, and is

one of the most prominent and highly respected

residents of Rockford.

The parents of our subject, Peter and Christina

(Hansen) 'Swanson, passed their entire lives in

Sweden, and died when fift3'-two and seventy-two

j-ears of age, respectively. They were members of

the Swedish Lutheran Church. Of the seven chil-

dren born to them, three are j-et living in Sweden,

all of whom are married. Our subject and a

sister, Charlotte, were the only members of the

family to come to the United States. She became

the wife of Peter Johnson, and died in Rockford

when about middle age. Her husband is still re-

siding in this city.

Our subject was born in Jonkoping, Sweden,

on the 14th of October, 1847, and there learned

his trade of mason and contractor. He was mar-

ried in that country to Miss Eva C. Samuelson, a

native of the same province as her husband. Her

parents passed their entire lives in Sweden, and

she grew to womanhood in her native land. After

the birth of one son. Oscar, now deceased, Mr. and

Mrs. Peterson took passage for the Ignited States,

arriving in this country soon after. They lived

for one year in (Jeneva, 111., where Mr. Peterson fol-

lowed his trade, then came to Rockford, and here

he has resided ever since. In 1888, he had the

misfortune to lose his estimable wife, who pos-

sessed man^- virtues of mind and heart. At the time

of her decease she was sixty-six years old. She

was a member of the Lutheran Cliiu-cli. to which

her children also belonged. ,

Mr. and Mrs. Peterson were the parents of six

children, but lost four: Carl A., an infant un-

named, Oscar F. and Alexander F. Those living

are Mary, an accomplished and educated young

lady, who is at home, and Samuel, a brick-mason

by trade, who is also at home. Mr. Peterson was

one of the first members of the Swedish Lutheran

Church, of Rockford, and has been Trustee of the

same. In politics, he upholds the principles of the

Republican part}', and has been Supervisor of his

ward, the Second, for four years.

A portrait of Mr. Peterson accompanies this

sketch.

Jl-^ ENRY H. ROBINSON, a real-estate dealer

)f]
of Rockford, is a typical business man of

this day and age of the world, wide-awake

and enterprising, his entire life character-

ized hj' thrift and push. He was born in 1845,

and in 1847 the family made a permanent location

in Rockford, 111. In :March. 18.^(1, tiio father

crossed the plains to California in company with a

number of the prominent citizens of Rockford, and

about six months later landed at San Francisco.

He died soon afterward at Mud Creek, near Hang-

town, and was buried by his friends in that far-off

place. His wife was called to her final rest in 1870.

She was a member of the Congregational Church.

In the family were two sons and a daughter: Mary

H., wife of Dr. E. P. Catlin, of this cit}-; Norman
S., who married Addie K. Davis, of Chicago, and

is a prominent citizen, now living a retired life in

FjUgene, Ore.; and H. IL, of this sketch.

Indolence and idleness are utterly foreign to the

nature of our subject. At the age of nineteen, he

left home and went to California where he spent
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one year. lie has liaveled eoiisidcrably and has

tliere)i_v liecfime a well-in ormed man, at the same

lime gainini;' an excellent knowledge of men and

tlieir manners. After his retniii to Rockford, he

engage<l in tlie hardware liusincss f(.)r some years

and tlu'n turned liis attention to real-estate deal-

ing. From the lu'ginning, he has met with excel-

lent success. l'\u' alif)ut two years past, he has Iteen

ill partncrshi|i with Mr. Haines. They deal in

reivl estate in the West, in t'hicago, other parts of

the country, and especially in Rockford. Mr. Rob-

inson is also a Diiet-tor in the Third National

15ank, and a stockholder in many other enterprises

which add to the life and liusiness prosperit\- of

the city. He was Secretary of the first Street Rail-

w.ay C'ompany, the road lieing liuilt in liSHO, the

first car liemg run on llie Itli of ^larch of the fol-

lowing year. He is a niemlier of the Roard of

Trustees of Rockford Hospital and of the execu-

tive committee of the Rockford Seminary. Of the

Young Men's Christian Associatitm, he is a prom-

inent member and has held a number of itsoflices,

being President at this writing. He is a friend to

all educational and moral interests and never with-

holds his suiniort from any enterprise calculated to

prove of pul)lic lienelit.

?#i#gii-^"i^ii

<¥r'OHX L. WlTliKC'K, [iroprietor of the Flora

IMeadows Stock Farm, in the towiishi|) of

^,^ Flora, Roi.ine County, was liorn in Athens,

^^ (ircene County, N. Y., February I'.t, 1812.

His father, Isaac T. Witbeck. was also born in that

place, where he ranked among the well-to-do citi-

zens.

The father of our subject was reared and edu-

cated in his iiatixe town and resided there until

1853, when he removed to C'hicago and was en-

gaged in the inannfacture of carriages, wagons,

plows and other kinds of vehicles and agricul-

tural implements, as a member of the linn of II.

Witbeck it Co., which was one of the largest manu-

facturing hou.ses in the cit3' at that time. He
continued in the Iiusiness aliout four years. Then,

on account of ill-health, he sought a country home

and, coming to Belvidere, lived there one year.

and then purchased a portion of llie farm where

our subject now resides. After occupying that

place a few 3ears, the elder Mr, Witlieck removed

to the village and resided there until his death.

In politics, lie was a Republican and held various

ofllces of trust, representing both Flora and Belvi-

dere Townships on the Count}' Board of Super-

visors. He was one of the organizers of the First

and Second National Banks, and also one of the

Directors in the former institution.

Our subject's mother. Miss Miranda (Jnderdonk,

w.as born in May, 1816. She became the mother of

four children, three of whom are living, viz: Tunis,

.John L. and Abraham ( ). Her only daughter died

in her fifth year. He of whom we write received

his early education in the schools of New York

State, supplemented by attendance in the city

schools of Chicago, and later in Belvidere. He

took a commercial course at Bryant & Stratton's

College in the Garden City, and after his marriage

located on the farm which he now owns and occu-

pies, where he devotes much attention tC) the

breeding of fine stock. He has upwards of sixty

head of well-bred horses, including draft and

trotting stock. In the former, Clydesdales are his

favorite breed, and in the latter Ilambletonians

and Mainbrinos,

In 1864, John L. Witlieck and ]\Iiss Marietta Ol-

ney were united in marriage. Their children are,

May, now IMrs. .lesse Wheeland, who lives in IjcI-

videre and has t)ne child; Olney married Jennie

Bennett and lives in Belvidere; Alice, Ethel and

Isaac T. Mr, and Mrs, Witbeck are members

of the Presbyterian Church, and in his polit-

ical relations our suliject votes the Republican

ticket. His wife was born in ( iirar<l. .Branch

County, Mich., and was the daughter of Daniel

T. ()lney, who w.as born Seiitembcr 22, 1816,

in Saratoga County, N. Y, The first ancestor

in America was Thomas Olney, of Hertfordshire,

England, who came to America with his family in

163;"), in the ship "Planter," and located in .Salem,

Mass, A year later, that gentleman was ajipointed

Surveyor, and was granted forty acres of land on

Jeffrey Creek, now in Manchester, Mass, He was

a freeman the same j'ear and was early imbued

with the views of Roger Williams, March 12,
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1638, he was excluded from the Colony of Massa-

chusetts, aud a 3'ear later from the church in Sa-

lem. He went to Narragansett Bay and located

on the west side of Seelionk River and, witli

eleven others, founded a colon}' called Providence,

purchasing their rights from the Indians.

Thomas OIney was one of the founders of the

First Baptist Church of Providence, and at one

time was acting pastor and prominent in public

affairs. The next in line of descent also bore the

name of Thomas, and was born in England in

1632. His son, William, was l)orn in Rhode Island,

June 25, 1663, and the next in line was his son

William, who was born October 6, 1694. Nathan

Olney, the son of William, Jr., was the next in

line and was born November 20, 1720, in Rhode

Island. That gentleman was the great-great-grand-

father of Mrs. Witbeck. He emigrated from Provi-

dence to Saratoga Coimty, N. Y., between the

years 1765 and 1770, and was one of the first set-

tlers of the county, where he resided until his de-

cease in 1778.

The maiden name of the wife of Nathan Olney

was Elizabeth Ooodspeed. She was born in Rhode

Island and died in Saratoga Count}', N. Y. The

great-grandfather of Mrs. Witbeck, Stephen Ol-

ney, was born in Rhode Island January 31, 1758.

He cleared a farm from tlie wilderness in Saratoga

Count}', upon which lie died in 1833. The maiden

name of his wife was Sarah Irish. The grand-

father of Mrs. Witbeck, Thomas Olney, was born

in Saratoga County, in October, 1784. After his

marriage, he settled in the town of Northumber-

land, purchased a partially-improved farm, and

lived there until 1836, then went to the Territory

of Michigan, where he was one of the early set-

tlers in the town of Girard, Branch County, and

there his decease occurred July 22, 1861. The

maiden name of his wife was Mary Taylor; she

was born in Connecticut, and her fatlier, the great-

grandfather of Mrs. Witbeck, was a native of Con-

necticut and a soldier in the Revolutionary War,

dying at the advanced age of one hundred years.

The grandmother of IMrs. Witbeck died at Girard,

Mich., in February, 1886.

Daniel T. Olney was reared in his native State

and was twenty years of age when he went to

Michigan and engaged in the mercantile business

at Gii-ard. In 1848, he came to Illinois, and now
lives retired in Belvidere. In IH 13, he was mar-

ried to Adelia M. Ames, who was born in Burling-

ton, Yt., and was the daughter of William Ames.

iIlOMAS LLOYD. No State in the rni.ni

affords better encouragement to a iiijui who
desires to devote himself to agricultural life

than does Illinois. Its resources are almost inex-.

haustible and the climate is adapted to the culti-

vation of various crops. Our subject is one who
has found success in the line of aijriciiUure ;iiid

now follows general faiiniiig ;nul stock-raising.

His birth occurred in England in 1836 and lie was

one of eleven children born to Thomas and Char-

lotte (Kemp) Lloyd.

The father of our subject, Thomas Lloyd, was a

Welshm.an, born in the year 1792, and when

seventeen years of age he was drafted for a soldier.

This was not at all to his taste and he took "French

leave" and went to England, where he met and

married Miss Kemp. He was a stone cutter by trade

and followed that trade in England until 1840,when

he became convinced that he could better his con-

dition very materially by crossing the ocean to

America. In the above-mentioned year, he left his

wife and children and took passage for tliel^niled

States on the brig " Europe " which landed him in

New York after an ocean voyage of six weeks.

He then went earnestly to work to accumulate

means to send for his wife and five children and

found employment on the Erie Canal for two years.

When the canal was finished, he began working for

a man, one Brayton, with whf>in he reinaiiied for

some time. About a year and a half after his

residence in this c untry, he sent for his little

family and met them at Havana, Schuyler County,

N. Y. In the spring of 1844, he camp with

his family to Chicago, by water, and he and his

eldest son William took one hundred and

seventy-three acres of Government land which

they soon deeded. Here he passed the re-

mainder of his days, dying in 1867 when seventy-
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five years of age. lie was a liarcl-working, indus-

trious man and no luio in the eomraiinity was more

liiglil}' esteemed. lie was among tlie early settlers

of AVinnebago County and soon became inured to

the hardships <if iiionccr life. The sterling quali-

ties of his nature would not permit him to re-

linquish his hnhl upon the ad\'antages that lie

here saw liefore him. His wife followed him to

the grave on the 27tli of November, 1879. when sev-

enty-nine years of age. They had been the parents of

eleven children, five of whom readied mature years:

William; JIarv, Mrs. .lolin Lovesee, who died in

Wisconsin when sixty-live _\ears of age, leaving a

a family; Martha lieeame ]Mrs. Irish and died in

Kansas; Thomas ( our suhjeet), and Amelia, l\Irs.

Henry Lovesee of lioscoe.

The original of this notice was reared tfi mau-

liood in the locality where he now lives and

ae<iuired a knowledge of the three R"s in the dis-

trict school. He has lieen a life-long farmer and

has brought the whole strength of his mental

ability to bear upon his life work. He was married

on the -i.'Hd of Scptemlier. 1880, to Miss Ellen

Bra3'ton.a native of liyron.Ogle County, 111., born

November ilt. 18r.2. Her father. Russell C.

Brayton, was a native of Canada, who died in

Manchester, 111., in 1889, when eighty-four years (if

age, and her mothei-, whose maiden name was

Susan C4urnee, was a native C)f New York. Thev
were the parents of eleven children, nearly all the

younger members alive at the [u'esent time.

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd became the parents of four

interesting children but three are deceased: Mary,

died March 11, 1888, when three years of age;

Thomas E. died February 27, 1891, when four-

teen months old. and .Mma. who died suddenly

on the 3d vt' March. I.S9I, when not quite four

.years of age. They have one child li\ing. Char-

lotte S., who was liorii .lime is. I,s,s2. She is a

bright, pleasant little girl and the hope and iirido

of her .afliieted parents. Altliough Mv. and Mrs.

Lloyd started with limited means they are now the

owners of two Imndred :ind lifty-four acres of

choice land and have one Imndred and seventy

acres under cultivation. They do general farmir.y-.

and keep a small dairy of eight or ten cows, sell-

ing the cream at Argyle. They k^'cp ;ibout thirty

head of horses and horned cattle, and are among
the substantia] people of the locality. Mr. Lloyd

is independent in his political views and votes for

the mail rather than the party. He is a member
of the Jletliodist, and his wife a member of the

Baptist, Church.

HARLES W. .TOHNSON,of New Milford, is

a native of Clarkson, Monroe County,

N. Y. He was born April 13, 1829. His

father, Williams Johnson, was born at Ilaverstraw,

N. Y., December 29, 1799, and was a son of Theo
S. .Johnson, a farmer, who died in 1848, at

the age of seventy years, leaving three sons and

four daughters. He was twice married and by the

first union he had five children; Williams, father

of our subject; Zebulon, who was born April 13,

1801. and is residing upon a farm in New York,

which has been his home since 1825; Jlrs. Sarah

Bonnell, of Alexander Bay; Rebecca and Clarissa,

who are now deceased. The two brothers were

married at the same time to Sallie and Matilda

Paddock respectively and as partners engaged in

farming until two years before the death of Will-

iams, which occurred December 3, 188(), at the .age

of eighty -six years, in Spencerport, N. Y., where

he had gone two years previous. His wife died

December 29, 1891, at the age of eighty-three, in

the same pl.ace.

Charles W. .lohnson of this sketch acquired a

liberal education and at the age of twenty-five

jears, in the fall of 1852, came West on a visit.

Two years later, he again came to Illinois and pur-

chased lands in Ogle and Winnebago Counties,

making his home in New Milford Township. His

farm now comjirises two hundred and forty acres

and has increased from -?10 to ^65 per acre in

value. (_)ii the 8tli of May, 1857, he married

Plnebe Jane llorton, of Tompkins County, N. Y.,

daughter of Levi I), and Susan (I'olhamus) llor-

ton, natives of the Empire State. They came West

in 1813 by teams and after four weeks settled in

New Jlilford Township, Winnebago County. They

had a family of seven children. Mrs. Jt>linson

accpiired her portion of education under the in-
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structiou of Misses Caroline and Eliza Miller, in

tlie [larlor of Esquire INIiller.

(Jur sulijcct and his wife resided u|iiiii a farm

for some twenty years and in 1K7G rented their

land and made a visit to tlie East, sinre whieii

time tliey liave been residents of New Milford.

Their home has been blessed with lliiee eiiildren:

Charles S., who was born ]Mareh 12, liS59, grad-

uated in music under Prof. Ilood in liS79., and

from the New England Conservatory of IMusie in

Boston, where he is still living. He is a line per-

former on both the i)iano and organ. Susan Ma-

rilda was born November 3, 1865, and is now tlie

wife of William Hill on the old homestead. Nellie

Eusebia Huntley, born December 11, 1875, is now
a student in the Allen Seminary, of West Newton,

Mass. Tlie family is one held in high regard and

holds a high social rank. ]Mr. .Johnson was first a

Whig and then voted with the Kei)ublican [larty

for twenty-five years but is now a Prohibitionist.

The upright life he has lived has won liim many
friends and he is numbered among the prominent

and enterprising citizens of New Milford.

W. IIAEGG, a real-estate dealer and in-

vestment broker and merchant of Rockfordi

who has resided in the city since 1869,

claims Sweden as the land of his birth. His

l>arents, S. J. and Charlotte (Lindstrora) Haegg,

are still living in that country, where they are

prominent people and active members of the

Lutheran Church. The father is a manufacturer

of furniture.

Mr. Haegg, was onl^' sixteen 3-ears of age when
he came to Illinois, with nothing to depend upon

but his owu efforts. He began clerking in a dr3'-

goods house, and, meriting promotion, steadily'

worked his way upward. Later on, he purchased

a farm in the vicinity of Rockford, on which he

resided for three j'ears. In 1880, he removed to

the city and organized the Skandia Plow Compan3',

of which he was Secretary and Director for some

years. This company started with a capital of'

$25,000, which has since been increased to ^200,000,

and has now capacity for the employment of two

51

hundred men. From the beginning, the work has

prospered and the plow company is now one of the

leading industries of the city.

'Mv. Haegg was also a promoter and organizer fif

several other prominent manufacturing institutions,

among which are the Excelsior Fuinitui-c Coni-

pan_y, the Rockford Desk and Furniture Comiiany,

and the West End Furniture C'ompan3-, with which

companies he is connected as an officer and Direc-

tor. He also aided in organizing tlie Swedish

Building and Loan Association. He was one of

the organizers of the Rockford Brick Com|)aii\- in

1882, of which he has since been Secretary. This

company owns seventh-five acres adjoining the

city limits. West Rockford, which has recently lie<ii

platted into city lots and is nuw a very valuable

tract. jMr. Haegg also purchased twent\--live

.acres in the southeast part of the eily. and later

organized the Rockford Manufacturing tVmipany,

with a capital stock of !?200,(Hli). This land was

platted into cit}' lots forthe Ijenelit of tliecom|)any

and is known as Manufacturers' Addition. He is

also interested in the I'liienix Furniture Company,

Rockford pjlectric Manufacturing Com[)any, Rock-

ford Paint Manufacturing Company and Rock

River Planing Mill Company, and owns a large

interest in the Electric Light Manufacturing Ciun-

panj' of Belvidere, 111.

In addition toother interests, Jlr. Haegg was one

of the organizers and is Vice-president of the

West End Street Railway Company, which operates

a road of fourteen miles in the city. The latest

enterprise with which he is connected is the People's

Mantel and Furniture Coinpan}-, which was recentlj'

organized, with $100,000 capital, and is located on

Haegg Bros.' Southeast Addition. This addition

comprises one hundred acres and is most beauti-

fully located on the b.ank of Rock River, adjoining

the finest park grounds in the city.

As a real-estate dealer, Mr. Haegg docs a large

business, owning two additions in the West End,

one addition in the North End and two additions

in the East End. He also owns and conducts one

of the most popular dry-goods stores, having one

of the most prominent locations in the cit3-.

Mr. Haegg was married in Rockford to Mrs.

Clara Wigell, a native of Sweden, who was
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brought to Rockforcl during her infancy. Her

father, Lar.s Johnson, wa.s an early emigrant from

Galesburg. 111., to Pike's Peak, and there died, leav-

ing some valuable mining possessions. Mrs. Mary

C. Johnson, Mrs. Haegg's mother, came to Rock-

ford after her husband's death, and is still liv-

ing in this city. By her former marriage, Mrs.

Haegg had one son, ( )scar J. Wigell, manager of the

branch house of Lyon, Potter & Co., of Chicago,

of whom mention is elsewhere made. Unto Mi',

and Mrs. Haegg were born five children : L. Vernon,

a stenographer in the Architectural Metal

AVorks. of Beloit, Wis.; Lillie E., (). Vincent. Har-

old W. and Florence E.

In the Young IMen's Cliristian Association of

this city, Mr. Haegg is a prominent member and

Director, and served as a delegate to Europe

to the World's Conference of that association.

Himself, wife and children are all members of

the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church, and he is

an active worker in all that pertains to the welfare

and best interests of the people. He has led an

upriglit and honorable life, devoted not to self

alone, but to good works, and has been blessed with

prosperity, and at the same time has won the con-

fidence and high regard of those with whom he has

been brought in contact. His portrait is presented

in connection with this brief review of his life.

'SA.\C UTTER died at his home at No. 211 S.

Winnebago Street, ^lay 7, 1888, at the age of

four-score years. He was well known in this

community and this work would be incomplete

without his sketch. A native of the Empire State,

he was descended from an old and prominent family

of New York, where his parents spent their entire

lives. He was there reared to manhood and be-

came a successful mechanic. He established a

woolen mill in Waisaw, N. Y., which he operated

for some j'ears, and then sold out, emigrating to

Rockford in 1852. He here formed a business con-

nection with Orlando Clark, one of the early set-

tlors of Rockford, who died in Portland, Ore.,

and liegan the manufactui'e of farm implements.

This connection was continued for several years.

when Mr. Clark withdrew and Levi Rhodes became

a partner of Mr. Utter. For twenty-one years they

were engaged in the manufacture of paper, Mr.

Utter afterward continuing the business with his

son. Mr. Utter and Mr. Rhodes were two gentle-

men pos.ses.sed of qualities essential to success, and

by their industry, ])erseverance and good manage-

ment won a well-deserved prosperity. Both are

now deceased, and in their deaths the county lost

two of its best citizens.

Mr. Utter was a man of sound, reliable judgment

and gave his support to all enterprises calculated

to prove of benefit to the community or promote

the general welfare. He was a stockholder in the

People's Bank, the Winnebago National Bank and

a Director and stockholder in the Second National

Bank. A man of great determination and energy,

whatever he undertook he always carried forward

to a successful completion, and this characteristic

in his life proved one of the most important factors

in securing him pros{)erity. He took no very active

part in political matters, but was a stanch suppor-

ter of Republican principles and never failed to

cast his ballot with that party. He also held mem-
bership with the Christian Union Church.

Mr. Utter was twice married. In New York he

wedded Miss Eliza Smith, who was born in that

State, March 28, 1810, and died in this city October

26, 1871. She too belonged to the Christian l^nion

Church and was a most estimable lady. At her

death she left six children: Cliarles, who married

Anna Clark, is a member of the Utter Manufac-

turing Company and the Paper Manufacturing

Company; Morris L., who married IMrs. Mary J.

(Hitchcock) Simpson, is now living a retired life

on S. Church Street; Harriet is the wife of William

Trowbridge, a successful landscape and portrait

artist of Chicago; Harris B., who wedded p]lizabeth

Adams, is President of the Utter Manufacturing

Company, of Rockford; Mary E. is the wife of Mil-

ton Fraley, Secretary and Treasurer of the Utter

Manufacturing Company; and Fidelia L. resides

in Rockford.

Mr. Utter was again married, in 187.i,his second

union being with Miss Lydia A. Rush, who was

born in Somerset County, Pa., and is a daughter

of Hon. John and Margaret (Hanna) Rush, also
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natives of Pennsylvania. Tlie^- were reared and

manied in Somerset Count3', began their domestic

life on a farm and unto them were born twelve

chiUhen. Mr. Rush was for a number of years the

representative of his district in the Pennsylvania

Legislature, elected b3' the Democratic |)arty, and

took quite a prominent part in politics. In 185"2,

he came with his family to Rockford, 111., where he

engaged in keeping a hotel and became owner of

tlie large block where the magnificent hotel now
stands. Ilis death occurred September 28, 1857,

at the age of seventy-one 5-ears. He was a member
of the Baptist Church and for a long time served

as its Deacon. His wife survived him only two

weeks, dying on the 1 1th of October. She was six

months his junior and she too was a member of the i

Baptist Churcli. Of tlieir twelve children, Mrs. i

Martlia McCall and John are now deceased; Jacob

is married and follows farming in Faj'ette County,

Pa; Alexander married Sarah Fry, who is now
deceased, and is living in Fayette County; Mary,

widow of James Fry, resides in Boone, Iowa;

Reuben married Charlotte Mitchell, who is now
deceased, and he is now living retired in Cedar

Rapids, Iowa; James, who wedded Sabina Mitchell

is a fruit farmer of Maryland; Jane is the wife of

.Jacob Hazlett, a retired farmer of Rockford; Sarah

is living with a sister; ^Margaret resides atNo.710 W.
Mulberr}' Street, and Rebecca is living with Mrs.

Utter.

Mrs. Utter and her sister are members of the

Christian Union Church. She has continued to

make her home in Rockford since her husband's

death, and owns one of the most beautiful resi-

dences of the city, located at No. 211 S. Winnebago
Street.

^ l^ILLIAM IIALLEY. There is prolwl)ly no

\/iJ/l ^*™'b' '" Owen Townsiiip better known for

Vf'^ intelligence and character than that which

is represented by the name just given. Our sub-

ject was born in the village of Markinch, in Fife-

shire, Scotland, on the 4th of June, 1818, and came

of a class of people noted for their integrit}',

honesty and uprightness. His father was one of

the foremost men in the manufacture of linen, his

principal business being in preparing webs for the

weaver. He was the father of seven children, all

of whom he sent to America before he settled there

himself. In 1813, while on his third voyage to

this country, he was drowned in the St. Lawrence

River, near Montreal. His wife, the daughter of

David Mackej', who was a miller by trade, died

about 1828, when our subject was ten years of age.

Our suliject sailed for America with an elder

brother wlien fifteen years of age, and after a voy-

age of eight weeks landed in Montreal. From
there they went immediately to Newbury, A't.,

where our subject remained five years (with the

exception of one and a half years spent in Ijoston ),

and during the time worked at the tailor trade,

whicli he had learned in his native country. In

the spring of 1838, he became impressed with the

idea that he could do better in the West and he

started alone for Illinois, reaching Rockton,of that

State, on the 12th of June, after spending four

weeks on the way. At this time, the State was

sparsely settled, a few pioneers living along the

stream and in the timber, and the towns were just

starting. For two years Mr. Halley spent most of

his time in farm work, but in the spring of 1840

he opened a tailor shop in the village of Rockton,

at first as a working taikir. but subsecjuently he

purchased a stock of cloth and some ready-made

clothing. He had a good trade from the beginning,

for, being a skillful workman, he found plentj' of

patrons who recognized his worth, and he contin-

ued his trade in that city. His was the second

tailoring establishment in the county, and he was

the first tailor who brought and kept for sale

tailor's goods.

The marriage of our subject, in 1846, united him

with Miss Christina Mackev, a native of the same

part of Scotland, and to them have been granted

three children, all of whom are living. In 1860

Mr. Halley and family- moved on section 4, in tlie

Township of Owen, and engaged in mixed stock

and grain farming at which he was fairly success-

ful. Our suljject is the owner of over eleven

hundred acres of as fine land as any in the countrj'.

He put the first tile draining in tlie town of Rock-

ton; previous to that time there had been very
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little draining done in the county. In all, Mr. Hal-

lej' used about fifteen car loads of tile, making

about as many miles of dram. He lias also held ,a

number of local oIIIits mid has tilled them in a

very creditable and satisfactory manner. lie filled

in succession tln' dllicesof Townshij) Clerk, .lustice

of the Peace, Assessor and Supervisor. His eldest

son, "William, married Miss Sarah Armstrong, his

daughter Anna married .lohn Wishop, and Edwin

R. married Miss Ida A. Cowan, and all are settled

on farms in the vicinity.

Mr. Ilalley was the first of his relatives to come

West but he was soon followed from the East and

from Scotland. in:in\- of them coming to Winne-

bago County, there being about (me hundred in

this vicinity while many arc in Southern and

AVestern States. Of Mr. Ilalley's brothers and sis-

ters, John, the eldest, h.as no living children; Ann
married William Gilmore and they had four sons

and six daughters all living but one son William;

Jean married Alexander Patterson, and they have

two sons and two daughters living; Margaret

married Thomas Farmer, and the}' have seven

sons and two daughters living; David has

four sons and two daughters living, and Robert,

the youngest, one son and three daughters.

'ill
AMES S. TERWILLICER, Cashier of the

First National IJank of Belvidere, was born

in Prelile. Cortland County, N. Y., March

I// 2(), 1822. His i)atcrnal grandfather was a

native of Holland and the founder of the family

in America. V>\ o<cnpation he was a farmer and

siient his last da\'s in I'relile, X. Y. (Treen Ter-

williger, the father of our suliject, was born in

Greene, Chenango County, N. Y.. ^Vpril 20, 1798,

and was reared to agricultural piu'suits, which he

followed throughout his entire life. He died on

his farm in Preble Township, September 11, 1879.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Martha

Pearsall, was born in New Y'ork, June 1, 1796, and

died August 5, 1863. The five children of the

famil}' were Simmons, James S., Rilc}-, Maria and
Philetus.

Ml'. Terwilliger, whose name heads this recc>rd.

acquired his early education in the district schools

of Preble. At the age of fourteen, he left the

parental roof and walked to C.amillus, where he

found employment in a woolen mill and there re-

mained one year. He then spent the succeeding

year in a mill at Marcellus Falls, after which he

entered Homer Academy and prepared himself for

teaching. He then taught school during the winter

season and the remainder of the 3ear he devoted

to the stud}' of law with his uncle, Gardner Knapp,

at Hooper's A^alley, N. Y., and was admitted to the

Bar in the city of vSyracuse, where he resided until

1817. That year witnessed his emigration to the

West. He came by w.a>- of the Wetland Canal and

(ireat Lakes to Chicago and thence went by

stage to Beloit, Wis., where he remained a short

time, after which he came to Belvidere. A short

time afterward he formed a partnership with

George Kretsinger and practiced law for a few

months, when he accepted a position as clerk in

the office of the Circuit Clerk, where lie remained

for about three years. He was then elected Justice

of the Peace, but after a time resigned and ac-

cepted a position as clerk in the Fuller & Lawrence

Bank, where he remained until 1859. With three

others, in the spring of that year, he started for

Pike's Peak. They had three horses and a wagon

and plenty of provisions for the journey. They

traversed the State of Iowa, crossing the Mis-

souri River at Plattsmrjuth and thence went on

across the plains, over which deer, antelojie and

buffaloes roamed in large numbers. It was on that

journey that Mr. Terwilliger killed his oiil\- buf-

falo. As prospects were not very good at I'ike's

Peak, the young men sold their team and soon re-

turned luime. Our subject remained in Boone

County until the breaking out of the war. when

he went to Springfield and was engaged as clerk

in the mustering office for about one year.

In 1848, Mr. Terwilliger was united in marriage

with P^mily Mitchell, who was born in New Hamp-

.shire November 23, 1822, and died October 24,

1887, leaving a daughter, Florence, who was born

Sejitember 12, 1851, became the wife of D. C. Hol-

lenshead, and died December 17, 1885, leaving one

child, lolene, who makes her home with her grand-

father. In Novemlier. 1888, Mr. Terwilliger wed-
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ded Elizabeth (Rightor) Martin. He is a member

of the Presliyterian C'liurcb, as was also his first

wife, but bis second wife liolds membership with tlie

Baptist ('iiureli. Tlie^' are highly respected people

and liave many warm friends in tliis community.

In early life he was a Democrat but since tlie or-

ganization of the Republican party has been one

of its stanch advocates.

On his return from Springfield, Mr. Terwilliger

became connected witli tlie banking interests of

Belvidere and when the First National Bank was

organized in 1865, he was made Assistant Cashier

and later Cashier, wliicli position be has lield for

over twenty Nears. In 1890, lie became one of

the organizers of the Second National Bank, of

which he is a Director. His faithful service as

Cashier of the First National h.as won him the con-

fidence and warn; regard of his employers and he

is held in high esteem throughout business circles.

3^$^

I

jf? EWIS rATTERS( )N, another old and inucli-

ll (^ esteemed citizen of AVinnebago County.

JL^is was born in Canada, on the 16th of Febru-

aiy, 1818, and is the son of Jonathan Patterson, a

native of New Hampshire, born March 20, 1780.

The elder Mr. Patterson moved to Canada with bis

bride, Lydia (Parker) Patterson, he at the age of

twenty-one and she when twenty, and they pur-

chased land and began farming. There eight of

their thirteen children were born. In 1820 they

sold f>ut and moved to Ellisburgh, Jefferson Coun-

ty, N. Y.. settling on a small farm. In 1831, they

moved to Cuyahoga County, Ohio, near Cleve-

land, resided there about eight years and then

moved to Harrison Township, Winnebago Count}',

111., where they purchased one hundred acres, pay-

ing 5!100. Mr. Patterson died on his farm on

the 20th of March, 1845, on his sixty-fifth birth-

da}', leaving a widow and eleven children. Eight

of the thirteen children born to this worthy couple

were sons, and five daughters, but two sons died

in earl}' 3'outh. The paternal grandfather of

these children, Jonathan Patterson, Sr., was a

soldier in the Revolutionarj- War and served

several years as a private. The maternal grand-

father, Caleb Parker, of Brattleboro. Xt., was a

Captain in the- Revolution. Botli came out of

the war unharmed. The mother of our subjccl

survived her husband many years and died at Uu-

home of her daughter in Minnesota, in IMd.l.

when eighty-four years of age.

The t)riginal of this notice has liecn a life-lcmg

fanner, and has been a resident of Harrison Town-

ship since 1839, over half a century. As he grew

to manhood, he received but little-schooling, and

when twenty-one years of age, he wedded i\Iiss

Einil\ Blackburn, of the Buckeye State, daughter

of John and .lane (Beers) Blackburn. Their mar-

riage was celebrated in M.ay, 1839, and they took

the wedding trip to Illinois, the father and an elder

brother of our subject. Dr. Almond Patterson, go-

ing ahead of the family in March. Oursuljject

sent the household goods to Chicago Ijy way of the

Lake, and then he and the rest of the family, five in

numbei', including the mother, made the trip with

a team. The}- were thirty-two days en route liut

had a veiy pleasant journe\- and escaped the mud
of the Maumee Swamps. Our subject and wife

commenced housekeeping on the claim of one

hundred and sixt\' acres, which Mrs. Compton

now owns, but within two\ears thej' sold this and

purchased fort}- acres near where they now- reside.

About thirty years later, or in 1876, they bought

their present farm of eighty acres and erected a

good, comfortable residence on this.

Mr. and Mrs. Patterson have lost two sons ; one.

John A., enlisted with the Boys in lilue and died

in the Rebel prison at JM.acon, (ia.. in 1S62. jirob-

ably of starvation. He enlisted at Harrison in the

fall of 1861, with the Fifty-fifth Illinois Inf.antry,

Company C, and was captured on the first day cif

the battle of Shiloh. He w.as taken to Montgdin-

ery, Ala., on Sunday and had n(.)thing to eat until

the following Tuesday morning. He was in that

state until his sad ending. George C, anotlier

son, who fought bravely for the Old Flag, volun-

teered in August, 1862, in the Seventy-second Illi-

nois Infantry, Company B, under Capt. Curtiss.

went at once to Vicksburg, Miss., and was under

fire at that siege for forty-seven days. The next

engagement was at Natchez, Tenn. He served two

years and four months in the ranks and only had a
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short furlough when he was sick with fever. He was

killed at Franklin, Tenn., November 28, 1864—shot

dead while in action. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson have

two children left: Frederick W., who is at home con-

ducting the farm. He married Miss Erdell Kil-

bourn, a native of Oneida County, N. Y., who

came to Illinois with her grandmother, Thorne,

when a child. Her parents were Daniel and Kate

(Tliorne) Kilbourn. Marion, the daughter of this

worthy old couple, married Elmer Richie, a farmer,

and resides in Floyd County, Iowa. iShe has two

daughters and one son. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson

have five grandchildren: Emily K. and Flora J.

Patterson, the son's children, at home. Emily is a

young lady of twenty-two j'ears, and Flora J.

a sweet, prettj' child of two years, the joy and

pride of her grandparents. INIarion is a grad-

uate of the Durand School and is of a literar_y

turn of mind, writing much for the press. Siie

also delivered some very able addresses. Mv. Pat-

terson has served the township as Justice of the

Peace, Assessor, and Collector, and is an unswerv-

ing Republican in politics. He has retired from

.active Labor, and for the past Iwenty-flve years his

health has not been of the best, but his mind is

still clear and liright as of old. Mrs. I'atterson is

a member of the United ISrethren Church and is

still quite active and strong. Slie was one of the

heroines of llie war. gave u|) her sons and fain

would have gone herself as nurse.

5.5..i..}..5.l^^'.5..5..j..5.p

^,, NDPvEW n()LM<,)riST, a successful mer-

ILM chant tailor iloing liusiness at Xo.20r)Soutli

Third Street, enjo^'s a wide reputation

for flrst-class workmanship and stj-le.

He has a valuable and complete stock of both for-

eign and domestic goods which is made up to or-

der in the latest f.ashions, well trimmed and fin-

ished and warranted to give satisfaction.

Mr. Ilolmquist came to Rockford in the spring

of 18fil, and was for a time, a tailor on the bench.

Later, he became a custom cutter, following this for

a number of years, and then opened a store at No.

407 East State Street. This was in 1884, and three

years later he located m the Holland House block

with a Mr. Hepbern, with whom he continued in

business for two years. He then opened up his

present establishment and has since been success-

ful. He owns a fine house at No. .513 Walnut Street,

and is one of the substantial, progressive men of

the city.

During the latter part of the war, he enlisted in

Company E, One Hundred and Forty-first Illinois

Infantry, from Rockford for one hundred days,

but was in service for four months. After being

honorably discharged he returned to this city.

Born in Jonkoping, Sweden, March 15, 1835, he

there attained his growth and received his scholas-

tic adv.antages. He also learned his trade in that

country, and was the first of the family to come

to the United States. He sailed from Gottenburg

to New York City, and from there to Chicago,

111., where he remained six months. From

there he came to Rockford, and has since been

joined by a brother, Swan .1., who married, and is

now a retired carpenter, residing at No.302 Seventh

Street. A sister, Mrs. .John Shult, died in this

city. The parents died in their native country,

Sweden; the father, Andrew Swansen, when ninety-

eight 3'ears of age, and the mother, whose maiden

name w.as Mary Samuelson, when sixty-five years

of age. The father followed the occupation of an

agriculturist. Both were worthj^ memlwrs of the

Lutheran Church. The only daughter living

Sarah, widow of John Mathewson, is now a resi-

dent of the native country.

Andrew Ilolmquist was united in marriage to

Miss Inga Sophia Abrahamson, a native of Jon-

koping Lan, Sweden, born February 6, 1842.

When twelve years of age, she came with her

parents, .John and Anna (Nelson) Abrahamson, to

the United States, and with them located in Rock-

ford. Mr. Abrahamson was born in 1816, and

died in Rockford in the fall of 18'J1. His wife

had died a number of years previously, when little

past middle life. Both were members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal (Swedish) Church during the lat-

ter part of their lives. They left three children:

Mrs. Holmquist; Albert, a designer in the Rockford

Mantel and Furniture Company, .and August, a

painter for George Brown, in Galesburg, 111.

Mr. and Mrs. Holmquist became the parents of



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPIUCAL RECORD. 1141

five children, one, Oscar, dying when seven years

of age. The others are Albert J., book-keeper in the

Winnebago National Bank of Kockford, who mar-

ried Miss Hilda Olson, of Kockford, and now resides

on Third fStreet; Fred A. H. is book-keeper for his

father. Both are well educated. Esther A. and

Minnie (i., both at home. Mr. llolmquist and

family are members of tlie Swedish Methodist

Episcopal Church, and he is a local preacher. In

politics, he and his sons advocate the principles of

the Republican party.

l^+^[ "®

WJLLIAM KERK, born in the parish of Old

Deer, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, is a son of

,, ^ George Kerr, also a native of that place.

lie is at present residing on an excellent tract of

land located on the State Road in Winnebago

Township, six miles west of the court house.

The father of our subject followed his trade of

a tailor in the village of Fiterangus, Scotland,

where he made his home until 1835, and then with

his wife and five children came to America, setting

sail from Aberdeen in the vessel " Carleton " in

the month of April, and landed at Quebec six

weeks later. The elder Mr. Kerr located near the

town of Cornwall, where he prosecuted his trade

until 1838, when he came to Illinois and settled

near Lockport, Will Countj\ Residing there till

the summer of 1841, he came to Winnebago

County and entered a tract of eighty acres of

Government land in Guilford Township, in addition

to which he purchased fifty acres adjoining. He
erected a good set of farm buildings on the place

and there made his home until his decease. His

wife was also born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and

prior to her marriage was Helen Legg, daughter of

George and Barbara Legg. She also departed this

life on the home farm in Guilford Township.

The five sons and one daughter comprising the

parental household were George,'William, Alex-

ander, Charles, James and Helen. lie of whom we
write was quite young when he made the trip to

America with his parents, and was a lad of ten

years when he commenced working out. When
the family came to this county it was veiy sparsel}'

settled; deer and other wild game roamed at will

through the forests, and the marketing of grain

was done at Chicago. AVilliam Kerr resided with his

parents until their decease, and still coulinued on

the old homestead until 18G7. In 18.')2, having

visited Iowa, he entered a tract of prairie land in

Clayton County, and a tract of land in Allamakee

County, making the round trip to the Hawkeyc

Stale with a team. Mr. Kerr never located tm his

Iowa land, but in 1867 sold his prairie tract and

purchased the farm which he now owns and oi'cu-

pies.

In 18G4, Bliss Ellen Ralston, also a native of

Argyleshire, Scotland, became the wife of our

subject. She sailed from Campbelltown in 1842

with a Scotch colony, which located in Holland

and vicinity. Mrs. Kerr was the daughter of Wil-

liam and Elizabeth (Andrew) Ralston, and de-

parted this life January 4, 1892. The two chil-

dren born of her union with our suliject are

Amelia and George William. The faniily of Mr.

Kerr are all members of the Presbyterian Cliiuch

of Winnebago, and are highly esteemed b3' all who

know them.

iT/OHN BLAKE. A well-regulated farm in

Pecatonica Township, Winnebago County,

is the home of the gentleman above named,

the estate being located upon section 5. Our

subject was educated in the public schools in his

township, and received from his father a thorough

understanding of agriculture which he chose as his

life work. The one hundred and fortj^-three acres

of land which he owns are improved by the use of

the best fertilizing agents and a proper rotation of

crops brings its owner handsome returns.

Born in Franklin County, Vt., March 31, 1813,

our subject is a son of John and Phjlura (Camp-

bell) Blake. He was married in the fall of 1841

to Miss Miranda Barker and to them have been born

six children: Milan A. is married and has five

children; Harlow E. is also married and the father

of six children; his wife, who bore the maiden

name of Lydia Corwin, is the daughter of Captain
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and Betsey (Ilulse}) Coiwin, who came to AVinne-

bago County in 1840; Andrew S. lilake is mar-

ried and the father of four children; Ilervey J.;

Mary A. is Mrs. A. II. Moore and the mother of

three cliildreii, and Sarah A., ^\lH) married Frank

Anshouts and resides in Iowa.

Mr. Blake of tliis sketch cast his first vote for

William Ileniy Harrison, and is a fuin adherent of

the Republican part}'. In religious matters, he is a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and is

active in all measures which have for their object

the uiibuilding of his community. He is of Eng-

lish descent on his father's side, three brotliers

liaving come to this country fixira England, and

his ancestors on the maternal side of the house

are Scdlch. Mr. Hlake has held many olllces of trust

witliin the [lower of the [teople to bestow and is

regarded by them as an upriglit and lionorable

man.

^mi-^^^^m^
AVID CARPENTEi;. The farming com-

munit_v of Rockton 'J'ownship. Winneb.ago

County, recognizes a worthy representa-

tive ill llie subject of this notice, wlu) for

a luinilier of ^cars pin-sucd tlie e\eii tenor of liis

way on a well-developed farm of one hundred and

sixty-four acres. In 1863, however, he removed

to the village, and has since that time lived re-

tired from work of any kind. He was born in

Adams, Mass., in 180S, and is the son of Nathaniel

Carpenter, who was born October 21), 1764, in Re-

hoboth, Bristol County. :Mass. He departed this

life in October. IS 12. when seventy-eight years of

age.

The father of our suliject emigrated toRockton,

this country, in the siiring of 18;!6, starting from

Stillw.ater, Saratoga County, N. Y., in ;May of that

year. The party, which was comjiosed of our suli-

ject, his young bride, aged father, his brothers

John and Nathaniel, and four sisters, were ship-

wrecked en route, near Ripley. The maiden name
^of our subject's wife was .Julia M. Pettibone; she

was born in July, 1814, in Stockholm, St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., and is a daughter of Luman and

Almira (Rudd) Pettibone, natives, respective!}-, of

Vermont and New York.

Our subject was heavily bereaved in 1833, bj^ the

death of his mother, who died at Iloosick F.alls,

N. Y. The parental family included twelve chil-

dren, two of whom are still living: Mary C., Mrs.

.John liachelder, makes her home in San Francisco,

Cal. A sister, Mrs. Susan Lawrence, died in Rock-

ton in 1892, when eighty-two 3'ears of age. Mr.

and Mrs. Carpenter have buried one son, Philo

Pettibone, who died when eigliteen months old.

Another son, Lyman N., has been a resident of

TvOvelock, Nev., since 1865, where he is a prom-

inent and wealthy business man. The son was

married t<:) a ]\Iiss Nellie I>ovelock, whose father

was the founder of that jilace. During the late

war, he w.as a volunteer from Plover, Wis., going

to the front as Second lieutenant. Ho partici-

pated in man}- important battles of that period,

but was prevented by sickness from being present

at the battle of Shiloh; he was taken prisoner at

Altoona.

An adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter.

Anna Phidelia Lipjiitt, entered theii' home when

eight years of age, and was given an excellent ed-

ucation in the Rockton schools. In 1856, she mar-

ried C. B. Aver, of Chicago, and is at iiresent

residing at lieloit, Wis., where her husband has

charge of the Water Works. Our subject is not

only respected by his assi'iciatcs, liut liy all who

know him, for his u[irightness and ability, while

the members of his family are likewise regarded

with favor liy their acquaintances.

^^

ON. JOHN RUSH, deceased, one of the

early settlers of Rockford, was a native of

Somerset County, Pa. His father, Jacob

Rush, was also born in Somei'.set County,

and died on the old Rush homestead in that com-

munit}- at the advanced age of ninety-seven years.

He was a prominent man all through the War of

the Revolution, and was highly respected by all

who knew him. B}' occupation he was a farmer,

which business he followed throughout his entire

life. His wife was also a native of Somerset

Count}', and there they resided until called to their

linal rest at an advanced a<>e.
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The subject of this sketch was reared in the

usual manner of farmer lads in the county of his

nativitj', and, after attaining to man's estate, was

joined in wedlock with Miss Margaret Ilanna, who

was born in Little York, Pa., and was descended

from an old family of the Keystone State. They be-

came the parents of twelve children, and, with the

exception of John, who died at the age of sixteen

j'ears, and Mrs. JMartha McCall, all are j'et living.

Jacob is now a retired farmer of Falls Cit}*, Pa.;

Alex is living a retired life in Brownsville; Marj-

is now Mrs. Fry, of Boone, Iowa; Martha, deceased,

was wife of William McCall; Reuben is living

a retired life in Cedar Rai)ids, Iowa; James makes

his home in Friendsville, Md.; Jane is now Mrs.

Hazlett, of Rockford; Ljdia is the wife of Isaac

Utter, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work;

and Sarah, Rebecca and Jlargarct are living in

Rockford, having a jileasant home on ]Mull)erry

Street.

Mr. Rush followed farming in Pennsylvania fur

some 3'cars. He was one of the most prominent

and influential citizens of his county, and twice

represented his district in the State Legislature,

being elected by the Democratic party. He proved

a faithful olficer, giving great satisfaction to the

people. At length, he determined to leave the

East and seek a home in Illinois. Accompanied

by liis family, he came to Rockford, and engaged

in keeping a hotel, being for eighteen months

proprietor of tlie Rock River House. After that

time he lived a retired life until called to his final

rest. He died at his home on South Main Street,

the present site of the new Nelson House, on the

27th of September, 1857, at the age of seventy-

one 3'ears. He was a man of sound judgment, of

kind and happy disposition, and won friends

wherever he went. In earl}- manhood, he became a

member of the Baptist Cliurch, to which he was

ever faithful, and served as Deacon and Church

Clerk for a great many years. His wife survived

him only two weeks, when she, too, was called to

her final home. Like her husiiand, she was a con-

sistent member of the Baptist Church, and had the

love of all who knew her. Mr. Rush was a prom-

inent member of the Masonic order for a gi'cal

many years and was buried with the honors of

that order. All of the children, who reside in

Rockford, are nieml)ers of tlie Chi'istian Union

Church, with the exception of Mrs. Hazlett, wlio is

a liaptist. Tiie Misses Rush are intclllgcnf ;iiiil

cultured ladies, and liave many warm friends

tiiroughout this community, wiiero tlic family has

been widel\' and favorably' known sime ls.")2.

,,,„ UBREY A. SNYDER. One of tlie best-

'i&IUil known residents of Winnebago County,

is he whose name appears at the head of

this sketch and who is the incumbent of

tiie responsible office of Supervisor of Rockton

Township. A native of Livingston Cfiunty. N. Y.,

he was born October 28, IS 12, in Springwater

Township, and is tlie son of Nelson K. Snyder,

whose birth occurred in the town of Sciiiio. N. Y.,

May 24, 1820.

The grandfather tif our subject, lienjamin F.

Snyder, was a pioneer of Springwater Townshi|),

whence he came when a young man fioin Scipio

and followed the occupation of a farmer. His wife

was, prior to her marriage, Miss Amanda Cole, and

to them were born five sons and one <laiightcr.

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Snyder died on the home

farm, the father in 18.53; the mother's death oc-

curred a week before. Their cliildien are all

deceased with the exception of Dewitt C. Sn^-der,

who is living retired in Springwater Township. He
is a man of influence and prominence in his

county and has been Representative from his Dis-

trict.

Nelson F. Snyder was a tradesman, carpenter

and builder, and his wife, who bore the maiden

name of Polly C. Ingoldsliy. was married when

eighteen j'ears of age and died in her tliirt3'-flrst

year when our subject was a boy. She reared seven

children: James F.,our subject, Eugene B., Charles

II., an infant daughter who died unnamed, Charles

H. (second), and AUie R., now Mrs. W. AV. Walker,

of Wayland, Steuben County, N. Y. Three of the

sons were volunteers during the late war, .Tames

being the first to enlist, becoming a member of Com-

pany B, Thirteenth New York Infantry, in Ajiril,
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1861. He enlisted for a service of two y<'ars and

was killed at the second battle of Bull Run. Our

subject was ver3' desirous of joining the arni3- but

at first could not obtain the consent of his father.

Later, however, he received his permission and

joined the same regiment of which his brother

was a member and was mustered out with the title

of .Second Sergeant. His term of service expiring,

he was discharged March 13, 1863, and re-enlisted

in the Twenty-first New York Cavalry in Septem-

ber, 1863. The regiment made a rendezvous at

Troy, N. Y., and went into winter quarters at Bland-

dinsburg, going the following spring to the Shen-

andoah Valley. Eugene B. lielonged to Mack's

Black Horse Battery of New York, whose service

was in Louisiana. After the surrender of Lee, and

the Grand Review at Washington, the Twenty-

first Cavalry was sent to Ft. Collins, Colo., to look

after the Indians. Air. Snyder was mustered out

at Denver with tlie conunission of Second Lieu-

tenant, .luly 1, 1866.

During our subjecfs four years and four months

of active .service in the I'nion Army, he liad 1,wo

horses killed and his clothing torn with liuilets,

even to the caj) on his head, at Ft. Royal. He was

confined iu tlie hospital but a few weeks at David's

Island, L. 1.. and as soon as convalescent was given

charge of tlu' I ron ( iuard. This was during his

first service.

On the deutli of Ills mother, Mr. Snyder went to

Michigan and made liis home with his uncle,!). C.

Ingoldsb}', at Oakland, with whom he remained

until seventeen years of age, when he returned

home and enlisted in the army, as above related.

In 1866, he went again to his father's farm and
the following year came to Rockton, where he has

resided since that time, having established a fine

reputation .as carriage painter, decorator and paper

hanger. His first work was with M. B. Morgan,

and, having a natural taste and talent for that line

of work, soon excelled his emiiloyer and succeeded

him in the business.

]\Ir. Snyder was married, November IM, ]86il, to

Cora L. .Stiles, a native of Kiiekton and the

daughter of Erastus L. and Ala rant ha (Capron)

Stiles, whose sketch wili be found on auoLlier page

in this volume. Our subject and his wife liave

buried one daughter, Alta, who died when two
years and four months old. Their living children

are Alma F., Murray S., Minnie Lee, Roy N. and
Luetta. Our subject purchased his snug little

home on the south side of the Rock River iu 1882.

He cast his first Presidential vote for Lincoln

while a soldier and has since been a strong and

firm adherent of that party. He served in the

position of Town Collector several years. City

Marshal six years and is now serving his fifth

term as Supervisor. The subject of this sketch

has made some specimens of oil painting and cabi-

net bric-a-brac, which shows much natural genius.

RW.
BARNES has been a resident of Rock-

ford for nearly forty years, and during

that time he has won the confidence and es-

" teem of nearly every one. He is at pres-

ent proprietor of the city scales, located on South

First Street, and is also a in-ominent real-estate

dealer. He came to Rockford in 1853, and, in

liartnership with C. A. Huntington, an ex-.School

Commissioner, and for many years a prominent

man of that city, opened a stationery and book

store. This business was very successfully carried

on until 1857, when a severe fire swept over the

city and the company lost ^2(>,(J0O. As miirht be

supposed, this was (piite a misfortune to Mr.

Barnes, but ho went to work with great earnest-

ness, and, to some extent, retrieved his fallen for-

tune. He has taken a deep interest in every move-

ment for the upbuilding and prosperity of the city,

and assisted liberally with his means to build the

Kenosha Railroad (now the Northwestern Rail-

road) in Rockford. He, as well as others, lost in

this matter. Mr. Barnes has ever been industri-

ous and enterprising, and what he has accumul.ated

in the way of this world's goods is the result of

his own good fighting qualities. He was born in

Burlington, Vt., in 1831, and was there reared and

educated. His father, Capt. .lackson Barnes, was

born in Ferrisburg, ^'t., and died when only forty-

five 3^ears of age, after a short illness. The latter

followed the occupation of a farmer, and met with

substantial results in this pursuit. He was a Captain
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of a com pan}' in the War of 1812, and took part

in the battle of Plattsburg. His father, Joshua

Barnes, was also from the Green Mountain State,

and was a Quaker in religion, devoting much of

iiis tune to religious work. The latter w.as also a

farmer, .lackson Barnes was married in his na-

tive State to Miss Judah Wing a descendant of

old Quaker stock, and the daughter of John and

Sarah Wing, both of whom were devoted Quakers

all tlieir lives. Mrs. Barnes survived her husband

many years, and died in 1884, when very old. K.

AV. Barnes was married in Burlington, Yt., to Miss

JIary J. Gra}-, who was born, reared and educated

there, and who comes of good old New England

stock. To Mr. and Mrs. Barnes was born one child,

who died wlien but a few years old. They have an

adopted child, Nettie, who is now the wife of

Frank Stewart, and who resides in Rockford. Mrs.

Barnes is a member of the Centennial Methodist

Episcopal Church. Mr. Barnes is a stanch licpuli-

lican in his political jjrinciples.

^^p^EORGE C

'11 ,-—^ in raising

^^^ corner of

/y^EORGE G. LlNDl'.LADE, wlio is eng.aged

vegetables and small fruit at the

of Sixteentli Avenue and Kishwau-

kce Street, where he owns so i.e valuable land, has

lived in this city and on Kisliwaukee Street nearly

all his life. For man}' years he has followed his

present business and has met with much encour-,

agement.

Born in Princeton, III., January 9, 18(51, lie was

but two jears of age when he was brought to

Hockford by his parents, and he was here educated

in the public schools and tlie business college. He
was one of eight children, six of whom are jet

living: Augusta, wife of J. P. Johnson, a tailor

for the G. R. Atkinson Tailoring Compan}-; George

G., our subject; Emma D., Minnie; C. William and

Henry E. C. William is a carver by trade and is

now in the furniture factories of Rockford. Henry

E. is completing his education in the Illinois School

of Pharmacy at Chicago, and will graduate with

the Class of '93. Elizabeth died in infanc}-, in Oc-

tober, 1855. Another sister, Jennie p]., died at her

home in this city October 28, 1889, when thirty-

four years of age. From the time she was nine

years of age she had been an invalid, but during

all that time slie displayed a true Christian si)irit

and a sweet and cheerful disposition. Slie j)os-

sessed all those qualities that make a grand and

noble woman, and was universally loved and ad-

mired.

"Dead, and where now are those eariiesl, loving

eyes

Which kindled in so many eyes the light.'

Have they departed from our earthly skies

And left no r.ay to illuminate the night?

Shall she thus die and waste away
And no fond hope be left?

Is there no sweet, conliding ray for bosoms all

bereft?

Yes, yes, an earnest trust."

,1. August Lindblade, the father of the above-

mentioned children, was born in Jonkoping City,

Sweden, March 22, 1830, and came of pure Swed-

ish ancestiy. His father was a goldsmith, and J.

August learned this trade while growing up with-

out help, for his father had died when J. Aug-

ust was but nine weeks old. The latter was reared

by stepfathers, and when twenty-one jears of age.

he enlisted in the regular army, serving three jtars,

but participating in no active eng.agements. He

was married in his native city to Miss Emily S.

Anderson, whose birth occurred in Jonkoping,

November 18, 1832, and who was reared and edu-

cated in that city, as was also her husband. Follow-

ing their marriage, they came to the United States,

in June, 1853, and were very much pleased with

the green trees and lovely flowers of this country,

after the wintry and desolate aspect of the one

they had left.

They settled at once in Kane County, III., and

there Mr. Lindblade worked in Elgin, Geneva and

St. Charles. In May, 1H55, he located in Pecaton-

ica, Winnebago Count}', 111., but subsequently

moved to Princeton and thence to Rockford, where

the father died on the Uth of May, 1889. He

was a worthy and much-respected citizen and a

noble, warm-hearted man. During the last j-eais

of his life he followed the blacksmith's trade. He

was a great lover of President Lincoln, and when

the Civil War broke out, being a natural-born

soldier, he was among the first to enlist in defense
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of the Union. He helped raise a company and

served ninety- days with it. Afterward he enlisted

ill the Sixtj'-ninth Illinois Infantry, and served his

conntry faithfully until he was honoralily dis-

charged as First Sergeant. After returning to

Pi-inceton, he went back on a visit to Sweden, but

after again coming to this eountiy he .settled in

Rciekford. Socially, he was a worthy inenibcr of

the G. L. Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. K., a Master

Mason, and was one of the Ancient Order of Uni-

ted Workmen at the time of his death.

Ilis wife, who is now living in Rockford, is sixty

_years of age, but time has dealt leniently with her

and she is 3'et quite active. Her father, Lars An-

derson, who was born in Wester Gothland, l)ut

reared in the Pnivince of Smoland, Jonkoping Lan,

Sweden, was for years an overseer of the wharfs

of .huikiiping C'ity. His wife died in Sweden.

Later, Mr. Anderson came to the United States

with his daughter, Mrs. J. August Lindblade, and

now resides in Rockford. On tiie 29th of Septem-

ber, 1892, he wiW liave reached his eiglity-sixth

mile stone. He and liis famil}' were members of

the Lutheran Church, but since coming here he

h.as been identified with the Methodists.

Our subject was married in Chilton, Wis., March

28, 1889, to Miss iNIary K. L. Ciessy, a native of

Calumet County, Wis., where she passed her girl-

hood and received her education. Her parents.

Itliiel and Luraney (Coy) Cressy, were natives of

Vermont. The father was a farmer and died in

the prime of life. The motliei' is still living and

makes her home in Cliilton, Wis. JMr. and ]Mrs.

Lindblade are prominent young people of South

East Rockford, and are well respecte<l.

11^^ ENRY C. WILSON died at his home, at

W^j No. 809. South West Street, Rockford,

l^J^ April 14, 1,S91. He was one of the old

(^) residents of the city, having come here in

1854, and was extensively interested in the grain

business, being thus engaged ft)r a period of ten

years. It was during that lime that he |)urcha,sed

improved property on the South Side, whicli he

built up and rented to tenants, and has thus added

greatly to the development of this then unoccu-

pied section. He was an interested witness of

the advancement and growth of the city and

Comity, and few, if any, of the residents of Rock-

ford have been more successful in a busiuess way

than was the subject of this sketch.

While a resident of Rockford, Mr. Wihson w.as

interested in a general store at Independence,

Iowa, for five years, and for two j'ears hail quite

an income from the manufacture of lime. He served

as Alderman of the Fifth Ward for six years, on the

Democratic ticket, and always took an active part

in all measures that tended to the upbuilding of

the cit3'. It is due to his push and enterprise

that the streets in the Fifth Ward were macadam-

ized and that the lights thereon were improved.

Our subject was born in Hampden County, Mass.,

September 1, 1827. His father and grandfather

were born in the same county, where tlu' former

gentleman, Andrew Wilson, lived and died. Ills

father, who liore the name of Col. Justin Wilson,

w.as an officer in the State militia, and was proba-

lily in active service in the War of 1812. He was

a farmer in his native State, where he resided un-

til 18.'jr), then coming to Winnebago County, died

in Rockford November 8, 1804, when in his sev-

entieth year, having been born March 2;'), 1794.

The lady who became his wife was also a native of

the Bay State, and bore the maiden name of Sa-

mantha Baird. Her disease occurred at Independ-

ence, Iowa, ,Iuly 16, 1K(;9. lirni in the faith of the

Congregational Church.

Henry C. Wilson was one of two children born

to his parents, and received a practical education

in his native State. He was married in Berkshire

County, Mass., to Miss Abbie E. Baird, who was

born in the Townshii) of Becket, that State, May
14, 1828. She was given an excellent education

at the schools in Pittsford and Mount Holyoke

Seminary, and was the daughter of Kendall and

Lucinda (Chaffee) Baird, also natives of the Bay

State, where families of that name resided jti ior to

the Revolutionary War. Mr. and Mrs. Baird died

in their native" State at the respective ages of six-

ty-four and sixty-seven years. The wife of our

subject was one of the eldest of their family' of six
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children, one of whom is deceased'. A sister, Mrs.

Kellogg, now lives in this cit^-.

Mrs. Wilson has, with her son, since the dcsitii

of her husband, managed the business in a most

intelligent and profitaljle manner. Two of the

four children born to her are deceased: Kdgar II.

and Prentice B.; the former dying when thirty-

two years of age, and the latter in his lifth

year. Those living are Egbert T., at home,

and George F., who manages the business left by

his father. He holds a prominent place in local

affairs, and has held the otfice of Supervisor of the

Fifth Ward for the jiast four years. He is a stanch

Democrat, in the ranks of which party he is an ac-

tive worker. He married Emma Minzinger, who
is a native of this county, where she is (juite a

leader in social matters, and a noble and high-

minded wnman.

—5- -^>-M-<m

'^^ AMUEL WOOD was born in the Forest of

^^^ Dean, Gloucestershire, England, Februar}'

1^) 25, 1812, and died in Belvidere, 111., De-

cember 10, 1887. He was three times mar-

ried. Unto him and his first wife, formerly Miss

Maj-y Drinkwater, of England, were born two sous:

Joseph and Frederick. After the death of his first

wife, he married Miss Amelia Sulle}', and they be-

came the parents of a daughter, Maiy Amelia. In

1851, accompanied by his wife, daughter and

younger son, Mr. Wood emigrated from England

to Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, where his wife died

soon afterward.

In .Syracuse. N. Y.. Mr. Wood was married, Feb-

ruary 9, 1851, to Miss Lucy Angeline Stiles, who
survives him. In October of the j'ear following

his marriage, Mr. Wood came with his family to

Illinois, where he purchased a lot eight rods square

in Belvidere, on the corner of what is now Logan

Avenue and Whitney Street. With the aid of his

son Fred, and his father-in-law, Mr. Stiles, he at

once erected a house, 16x24 feet, and, having es-

tablished his family comfortably, began an active

business life, engaging in buying and shipping

produce. During the progress of the Civil War,

he went to Vicksburg with a quantity of butter.

and also for the purpose of visiting his son Fred,

who was in the army.

Mr. Wood also dealt consideral)l\' in real estate,

buying and selling some vahialilc prdperty in the

center of the city on the South Side. For sexcral

years, he was in the grnceiy luisiness on State

Street and during i)art of that time wa> prdprictor

of a lunch room. For some eighteen years. li<'

owned the cit}- scales. IJeside his cit\' prii|jerty,

he owned a farm four miles south of Belvidere,

which, after managing for seventeen years, he sold

six months before his death. Until two months and

seven days prior to his demise, he reside<l in the

house first erected by him, to which he added as

needs and opportunities [iresented. His last entei-

prise was the erection of a doulile brick house on

AVhitne}' Street, where he died.

In his church life, ]\Ir. Wood always endeavored

to be useful. Reared an Episcopalian, he was con-

verted and joined the Baptist Church at his old

home in England. The stoue church in which he

was baptized still stands, and a i)hotogra[ih of it

was shown at his funeral. After coming to Am-
erica, he united by letter with the Second Baptist

Church, of Syracuse, N. Y., and brought his letter

from that place to Belvidere, uniting with the

First Baptist Church and remaining in its fellow-

ship for ten years to a da}'. Then, with his wife

and daughter, he became a constituent member of

the South Baiitist Church at Belvidere, and was

appointed a Trustee at its organization, Octoljcr

20, 1865.

In .Tuly, 186G, Mr. Wood was elected Chairman

of a Church Building Committee, which erected a

beautiful edifice, dedicated September 12, 1867,

but unfortunately, was burned down December 19,

1871. Steps were at once taken to rebuild, but

Mr. Wood, observing that even after the founda-

tion was on the ground there was a seemingly un-

necessary delay, called on one of the Trustees to

incpiire the reason, and was suprised on being in-

formed that the Trustees did not feel warranted in

beginning to build with the present subscription.

As they had no time to attend to the matter, they

had decided to rent or buy the Christian Church.

" Not build," ejaculated Mr. Wood, " and go into

the Christian Church! where is our room to grow?
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It will not hold our present inembei-sliip." Then

as if impelled by some irresistible (jovver, lie

lidded, " I will undertake to build the church if I

can liave Elder Fulton with me to help raise the

money." He sketched an agreement, and on the

following morning met the Church Board and sub-

mitted it to them. They accepted his proposition

and at once passed over into his hands all plans

and specifications. He began the work earnestl\'

and enthusiastically, while the pastor as faithfullj'

labored to raise the needed funds. At last, they

completed the substantial brick building which now

adorns Logan Avenue.

November 16, 1870, Mr. Wiiod was elected

Clerk and Treasurer of the church, serving in that

double office until the winter before his death,

when he resigned the office of Treasurer, but con-

tinued to serve as Clerk until summoned to the

Church Triumphant at 8:.30 A. M., December 10,

1S.S7. The funeral services were held at the

church, conducted by Rev. E. C. Stover, and the

remains were interred m the family lot at Belvi-

dere Cemeter3'.

Lucy Angeline Stiles was born in Winfleld,

Herkimer Count}', N. Y., .liine •>, 1823, and spent

her earl}' years alternately in the homes other par-

ents and paternal grandparents. From the age of

twelve until she was twenty, she resided altogether

with her grandparents. She was converted at

seven years of age, and at the age of twenty j'ears

united with the Baptist Church at Salisbury, Her-

kimer County, N. Y. Returning soon afterward

to her parents, she united with the Baptist Church

in Cazenovia, Madison Count}-, N. Y. After com-

pleting her education at Oneida Cimference Semi-

nary, she taught several terms and then engaged

In millinery and dressmaking. Removing from

Cazenovia to Syracuse with her parents, she united

with the Second Bai)tist Church, and was there

married to Samuel Wood, removing soon after-

ward to Belvidere. For ten years, she held mem-
bership with the First Baptist Church and from

that time onward held membersliii) with the South

Church.

The elder son of our subject, Ji.iseph. was l)orn

October 10, 1832, came to America about 18G8,

and is now engaged as a cabinet-maker in Rock-

ford. His wife bore the maiden name of Martha

Jones. Fred, the younger son of our sulijeet, was

born in Bullo Pill, Parish of Aurc, England, Feb-

ruar\' 12, 1838, and remained at home in business

with his father and clerking in the grocery store

of S. Bennett until he enlisted in the army. At

the close of the war, he embarked in business at

Chicago and had a fair i)rc)spect of success as a

commission merchant, but in the great fire lost

everything excepting the clothes that he wore.

His father sent him supplies with which to re-

plenish his wardrobe, but they were stolen before

they reached him. Nothing daunted by misfor-

tunes, he erected a shanty on the ruins of what

had been his place of business and once more re-

sumed the business which he still conducts. He

was married. May 1, 1878, to Miss Delia May, who

was born in Rockford, this State, October 11, 1857.

This estimable lady died October 14, 1885, leaving

one daughter, May, who was born in Chicago,

March 3, 1879.

The only daughter of our subject, Mary A., was

born July 30, 1845, in Bridgewater, Somersetshire,

England, and came to America when a mere child.

She attended school for a time in Syracuse, N. Y.,

and made good progress in the graded schools of

Belvidere, and was graduated from the Rockford

Female Seminary in 1867. She taught successfully

several years, closing her work in that line where

she was graduated. As a teacher, her char.acteris-

tics were conscientiousness and thoroughness.

Persevering and unassuming, she also accomplished

much earnest work for the Master through the

medium of her \ien. Such was lier devotion to

her work that she was always overtaxing her

energies. One of her pupils writes: " She iios-

sessed fine literary tastes. In her school discipline,

she kept the machinery of government out of

sight, but the most wayward was subdued by her

unvarying gentleness, her earnest persuasions and

sometimes by her tears. Her work as a teacher

was always done prayerfully, quietly and subject

to the Master's approval."

She early became a Christian, joining the First

Baptist Church at Belvidere. With her parents

and sixty-five others interested in the organiza-

tion of the South Belvidere Baptist Church, she
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aided in founding and enlarging the new cliurcli.

In P!irl3' life began her longings for mission work,

and in the spring of 1874 she offered her services

to the Board and was accepted. Strong in her att.ich-

ments, few c( uld more truly appreciate the blessed-

ne-is of liume anil the refinements of social life. She

was an only and tenderly beloved daughter. As

the time of her departure drew near, she attended

farewell services in Rockford, Milwaukee, Belvi-

dere and Chicago. Her father went P^ast and

parted with her on shipboard. She sailed on the

steamer "Bolivia," Sei)tember 19, in comi)any with

other missionaries, stopped for a visit with friends

in the Soutli of England, ami arrived in Nellore

.lanuary 2, 1875. She at once commenced the

study of the Telugu language. In March follow-

ing her arrival, she went to Ramapatan. whore her

interests were to center.

At Ramapatan Mission Chapel, India, Miss Mary

.\. Wood was married to Rev. Alfred A. Newhall,

the ceremony being [>erformed by Rev. D. Clougli,

D. D. Dr. Newhall was born January 7, 1844, in

Cambridgeport, Mass. During the short mission-

ary career of Mrs. Newhall it was hers to witness

the horrors of a terrible famine. She died Octo-

ber 9, 1877. Loving hands robed her for burial,

and after a brief funeral service, conducted by Rev.

D. Downy, her remains were borne to Nellore

Cemetery and laid to rest under the shadow of a

margosa tree. Her husband has since erected upon

the grave a low monument of polished black

granite, bearing this inscription: "Sacred to the

memory of Mary A. AVood, wife of Rev. A. A.

Newhall, missionary at Ramapatan." After seven

j-ears, Mr. Newhall married again, his wife being

Miss Marie Menke, and they have one son,

Freddie. In the autumn of 1890, they returned

from India and are now in the pine regions of

North Carolina in quest of health, at a place known

as Southern Pines.

Some brief mention of the ancestry of Mrs.

"Wood will be of interest to the reader. Her gi'eat-

grandfather Stiles died suddenly, while sitting in

a chair at the table. Her grandfather Stiles, born

INIay 10, 1780, married Lucy Ives, who was born

January 1.5, 1782, and they became the parents of

seven ciiildren. David Stiles, father of Mrs. Wood,

was bom December 20, 1801, and died April 8,

1868. Elizabeth Bredenl)urgh, mother of Mrs.

Wood, was born September 15, 1802, di<-d A|]ril

17, 1855, and was buried near Syracuse, N. Y.

Taking a further glance at the descent of Mrs.

Wood, we find that in 1(!4) Ihico liroUiei's cnii-

grated from Holland to America, who were liy

name Peter, Jacob and llendrick Marsc A'roman.

Peter settled on Long Island, where he nianied

Volchin Peters about 1650. They had a family of

two children and became well-to-do, accumulating

property in New York and Long Island. They

made a joint will, deeding their property Id tlicir

children and the Dutch Church. Jacob returned

to Holland during 1644. and about six years later

was elected Lord Mayor of Leiden, lie owned a

large vineyard in Leiden and a block of liiiildings

in Amsterdam, besides a number of ships. His

death occurred in Leiden about 1680. His prop-

erty was sold and the money put in the ()r|ilians'

Chamber of Holland, where it will remain until

the heirs in America call for it and jirove their

descent.

The third brother. Hendrick. settled in Alliany.

N. Y., whence he removed to Schenectady, N. Y.,

about 1646. and two years afterward was married

there. He and his wife, who were Mrs. Wood's

grandparents in the fifth generation, had two chil-

dren: .John, born in 1650, and .4.dam. in 1652.

The last-named married Engelica Bloom in 1677,

and they became the parents of six children. His

wife and youngest child were killed b}- the Indians

February 8, 1690, and he died at his plantation in

Schoharie, N. Y., Februar}- 25, 1730, aged seventy-

eight years. His second son, Wanter, was born in

1680, and married IMaritie Ilollenbech, September

24, 1708. Their family- consisted of twelve chil-

dren, and Isaac, who was the sixth in order of

birth, married Dorothy Yanbuskirk .September 24,

1744. They had eight children. Rachel, the eld-

est, was born October 24, 1745, married John Far-

rell, and became the mother of two children. One

of these, Dorothy, was born Augusts, 1763. and

on May 25, 1788, married William Bredenburgh, a

Methodist minister, who was bom May 8, 1763.

The sixth in the family of eleven children born

to William and Dorothy Bredenburgh was Eliza-
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betli, who became the wife of David Stiles March

31, 1822, and died April 17, I.S5.'). They were the

parents of eight cliildi-eii, namely: Lucy Angeline,

Ann Eliza, Amanda Maria, David..Ir., Harriett C.,

William Philo, Betsey Amelia, and George AVasli-

ington. Ann Eliza, wlin was liorn May 18, 1825,

married Willard M. Ihidsmi, August 22, 1846, and

they had two children : (ieinge INI. and Ileibert;

Amanda Maria, lioru ]\Iarcli 12, 1827, married

Alfred Darrow, Septemlier 1, l.sr)5, and they had

four children: Flora Adell (deceased), .Tosephine,

Walter (deceased) and May, now Mrs. E. Iloyt.

David, .Ir., liorn August 26, 1828, was married, in

1811), to Miss Esther TuUer, who was born April 26,

1833, and they had four children: Dewitt Monroe,

Ella Zepherine, Ilatlie Amelia and Ida Lorette.

Harriett C. Stiles, who was born March 24, 1830,

was married, Fel)ruary 17, 18.')1, t(j Wesley Peck,

who was born in Hamilton, Madison County,

N. Y., Septemlier 25, 1831. 'J'heir faniil}' consisted

of four children: Ellen Harriett, Anna Bell, Lillie

May, and Charles. William Philo, born February

16, 1832, married Syrine Ilelu'.er, and they had

three children: Ida, Anna Maria and D. May.

Betsey Amelia, born Marcii 12, 18;)1, died in in-

fancy; George Washington, boru February 6, 1835,

died in I'elvidere, September 19, 1856.

•i''5''5''5'*^S^S'*l'*i''J*'5'F

][^^ ARKY M. -JOHNSON is Secretary and

Treasurer of the lioekford Sl((r Printing

Company, wliirh was established in 1888,

and (lublishes the Daily, Semi-weekly and
AYeekly ,'^/iii: Mr. .lohnson first became associated

with llic business as City lulitor and Business

M:uiagei', but owing to the demands made of him
iu the ollice, he ik)w gives his (ntire time to the

business end of the enler|irisc, and under his

management of the Star it has steadily grown in

circulation and power.

Mv. .Johnson has been coniu'cted with newspaper

\v(.)rk, in one capacity or another, all his life, be-

ginning when a boy as a carrier. After graduat-

ing from the High School, he became reporter for

the Rockford Beg ister, when nineteen years of .age,

and was associated in that capacity with the paper

for six years. Recognizing his ability, he was

oifei'ed an interest in the stock company' being or-

ganized to found a new morning daily in Rock-

ford and the position of manager of the enter-

l)rise, which he .accepted. He now controls more

of the stock of the company than an}- other stock-

holder in the concern. The paper was first issued

March 20, 1888, as tho Iforiiing *S'tar, and has al-

ways been a strong Democratic organ. It is a

seven-column quarto, neatly pri nted, and h.as a large

circulation throughout the county.

Our subject has been a resident of Rockford

since 1872, coming here when a boy from Wiscon-

sin. His birth occurred in that State, near Jl.adi-

son, Dane County, in 1863. His father, William

W. .Johnson, was a native of Pennsylvania, where

also the paternal ancestors of our subject were

born for four generations back. The father of our

subject left his native State when a j-ouiig man,

going to Wisconsin, where he became a pilot, ply-

ing on the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers in

the interest of the lumbermen. Later, he became

a resident of Dane County, whence he removed

to Rockford in 1872, and was employed in the

manufacture of piano stools in this city. Later,

he was one of the organizers and first Superinten-

dent of the Co-operative Furniture Company. At

the present time, bowevei-, he is engaged as a con-

tractor and builder.

The parents of our subject were married in

Wisconsin, the maiden name of the lady Ijeing

Eliz.abeth P. Briggs. She was born in IMichigan,

her father, Isaac Briggs, being a native of the

Gieen Mountain State and a veteran in the War
of 1812. His father was one of the (Jrcen Moun-

tain boys who fought in the Revolutionary War.

He was known as Dr. Briggs, and after having at-

tained to his majority came West to Michigan,

settling on an improved farm near Schoolcraft.

Owing, however, to the prevailing epidemic of

chills .and fever, he disposed of his farm at a sac-

rifice and moved with his family to Wisconsin,

where he spent his Last days in Dane County. He
had one son, M. J. Briggs, who was a soldier in

the late Civil War, enlisting as a private when

eighteen years old, .and being mustered out with

the commission of Lieutenant.
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lie of whom we write was married, in Roek-

Idrd, lo iMiss Carrie May Asiilon.a native of Du-

rand, this eoiinty, Imt reared and educated in this

city. Slie is a daugliter of Andrew Ashton, a

promiiienl dry-a<iiids merchant, having stores in

Roei'^ford and in Dinand. She is a most intelli-

gent lady, lieinu' a well knt)Wii eontril)utor to

many of the famous iiajiers of the land. Mr. and

INIrs. Johnson have one ehild, W. Ashton Johnson.

^^NDREW G. ORTLUND, a member of the

>/ ll

^"""' ^^ Carlson, Ortlund tt Co., dealers in

///
* gents' furnishing goods, hats, caps, etc.,

[^ claims Sweden as the land of his birth,

lie was born in the Province of Westmoreland, on

the 6th of December, 1860, and is a sou of Andrew

and Augusta Ortlund, both of whom are resi-

dents of Evanston, III., and members of the Luth-

eran Church. The father is now seventy-two

years of age, and his wife has reached the age of

three-score years. All of the brothers of our sub-

ject and his sister reside either at Rockford or in

Evanston, having come to this country since An-

drew emigrated.

Mr. Ortlund, whose name heads this sketch,

acquired his education in the common schools of

his native land and there learned the butcher's

trade. At the age of twenty years, he bade good-

bye to his old home and family and in the month

of June, 1880, started for America, sailing from

Gottenburg to Xew York City. He went from

thence to Amburg. N. Y., where he resided for

nineteen months. It was in August, 1882, that he

left the Empire State and went South, spending

some time in the vicinity of New Orleans, after

which he went to Cuba. Later, he returned to

this countr}- and made a location in Evanston,

III., where he resided for six years. During that

time, he learned the trade of a laundrj'man and in

his own interest established business, which he

carried on for five years before coming to Rock-

ford. The year 1890 witnessed his arrival in this

city. lie formed a partnership with Mr. Carlson,

as a dealer in gents' furnishing goods, hats, caps,

clothing, etc., and the following jear a change in

52

the firm cau.sed the change in the business title to

Carlson, Ortlund & Co. Their store is located at No.

525 Seventh Street and they are now doing a good

business, having built up an excellent trade which

is constantly incrt'asing.

In Kvansldii, 111., Mr. (»rlluiid was joined in

wedlock with JMiss Matilda C. Johnson, who was

born and reared in Sweden, and while a young

lady left the old home ivv the United States, to

which her parents afterwards emigrated. They

are still residents of Evanston. One child graces

the union of our subject and his wife, a daughter,

Minnie JNI. The parents are both memhers of the

Swe<lish Methodist Churcli. and although they

have resided in this city but a short time, are

already well known and have made many friends,

their excellencies of character having won for

them the high regard of tho.se with whom they have

come in contact. In his political aHiliati(.ins, Mr.

Ortlund is a RcpuViIican.

m

OIIN II. BENNETT, an agriculturist resid-

ing in Belvidere, claims the ohi Vmy State

as the place of his birth. He first opened

his eyes to the light of daj' in Grotcm,

Middlesex County, July 7, 1835. His grandfather

was a lifelong farmer, and spent Ins last years in

Groton. The father, James Bennett, was born in

that town, where he acquired his educatitm, and

was reared to manhood. He wedded Marj- Sliat-

tuck. also a native of Groton, where they resided

until 1839, when, with their four children, they

came to Illinois. The journey was made by way

of the Erie Canal and the Great Lakes to Chicago,

and thence by teams to Boone County, which they

found to be a sparsely settled region, almost on

the borders of civilization. Mr. Bennett pin-

chased a tract of land near the locality known as

the Lone Tree, in Flora Township, built a house.

and there made his home for four years, when he

sold, and purchased the farm on the north side of

the river, a portion of which is now included

within the city limits. There he carried on his

chosen occupation until his death, which <.iccin'red
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in 1868. His wife long survived him, and passed

away January 23, 1892. They had a family of

six children: James Augustus, Samuel, John H.,

Sarah J., George S. and Charles. Samuel is now
deceased.

Our subject was only four years of age when,

with his parents, he came to Illinois. He literally

grew up with the country', and has been an eye-

witness of its development and progress from

almost the beginning. He has seen the growth of

Belvidere from a hamlet to a city of five thousand,

while some of the villages of importance had not

yet sprung into existence when he came here.

There were no free schools in those early days,

and his father, who was determined to give his

children an education, employed a teacher, who
taught two terms in his own home. John after-

wards attended a subscription school in the city.

He aided in the arduous task of developing the

wild land, and remained with his father until he

attained his majority, but on his twentj'-first

birthday he left the parental roof, and started out

in life for himself. He found emplo^'ment upon

a farm, where he remained until fall, when he

borrowed a sum of money, went to Chicago, and

pursued a course in a commercial college of that

city. In the spring he returned, and entered the

employ of his father, and in July, 1857, started

for Minnesota. After three months spent in that

.State, he returned home and engaged in chopping

wood for his father through the winter, after

whicii he was in the employ of iiis brother Samuel

as a salesman for three years.

On the .31st of October, 1862, Mr. Bennett was

united in the holy bonds of matrimony with Sarah

Maria, daughter of George and Mary Vickery, and

a native of Pennsylvania. They have two chil-

dren living: Frank and Anna. The parents are

both members of the Seventh Day Adveutist

Church, and in politics our subject is a Repub-

lican.

Mr. Bennett made his first purchase of land in

Caledonia Township. There was a water-power

on the place, and a sawmill, and he built a grist-

mill, which he operated in connection with the

other, while at the same time he engaged in rais-

ing stock. He there resided for about ten years,

when he sold that farm and purchased land in Bel-

videre Township, which he operated until 1882,

when he again sold and bought the farm he now
owns and occupies, adjoining the citj' limits. He
is an industrious and energetic agriculturist, and

the neat appearance of his place, with its many
improvements, indicates his thrift and good man-

agement. He may well be termed a self-made

man, for his success is due entirely to his own
efforts.

EWIS SHIRLEY, who is now living a re-

tired life in Cherry Valley, Winnebago
County, was born March 1, 1820, .nnd was

a son of Joseph S. and Elizabeth (Keith) Shirley,

both of whom were natives of Huntingdon Countyi

Pa. His father was I)orn March 25, 1793, and re-

moved to Ohio about 1810, with his parents. He
married Elizabeth Keith, in Morgan County, Ohio,

in 1814, and unto them were born six children:

Peter; Nancy, wife of Jacob Cline; Lewis, of this

sketch; George, who resides near Waterloo, Iowa;

Ruhama, wife of William Mervin; and Julia, who
married William Witter. The daughters are all

now deceased.

The subject of this sketch removed from Ohio

to La Porte County, Ind., with his parents, in 1837,

and three years later came to Illinois, locating near

his present home. The family crossed the i)rairies

with teams in the fall of 1840, and the father pur-

chased a tract, comprising one hundred and twenty-

acres, in Winnebago County. Their market was

Chicago, and Mr. Shirley remembers to have taken

a load of pork and a load of wheat to that place

on one occasion, when the net proceeds of the two

were only $40. The family bore all the hardships

and privations of pioneer life, such as fall to the

lot of those who make homes on the frontier.

On the 6th of January, 1843, Mr. Shirley was

united in marriage, in this county, with Lncinda

Keith, daughter of Balser and Lucj^ (Smith) Keith.

They have buried two children, who died in in-

fancy, and six children, three sons and three

daughters are now living, namel}-: Elizabeth A.,

born October 31, 1844, now the wife of Capt.
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\Villiam Van Wert, of DeKalh County; Silas W.,

Iiorn Juno 26, 1848, of Clieriy ^"allel^; Lucretia

E., horn January t!, 1850, of Cherry Valle^'; Pliieba

Jane, horn April 2, 1852, wife of William Thomp-

son, of l)e Kail) County; (ieorgo IV, born Novem-

ber 28, 1855, of Clierry ^'alley Township; and

Lewis. E., born IMareh 13. 1861, also of Cherry

Valley.

Mr. Shirley has eng.iged in farming ever since

coming to this county, aud has opened and im-

proved several hundred acres. At one time he

owned fifteen hundred acres in different farms.

The homestead comprises five hundred acres of

highly improved land; the large barns, the out-

buildings, and the commodious residence were

erected thereon in 1878. The place is now owned

by his son George B., who married Nellie Whit-

more; Silas W. married Julia Ta3ior.

In politics, Mr. Shirley has been a Republican

since the organization of the partj' and has taken

an .active interest in its upbuilding. lie has alw.a3'S

been interested in the Methodist Church. Ilis

wife died November 1, 1888, at the age of sixty-

eight years, one month and fifteen days, and was

buried at Flora Cemetery. She belonged to the

Free-will Baptist Church, of Cherry Valley, and

was a most estimable lady. Mr. Shirley is a self-

made man. AVhen he started out in life to fight

its battles, he had nothing to aid him, but has stead-

ily worked his w.ay upward to a position of afflu-

ence and is recognized as one of the cuterprising

and successful .agriculturists of the community.

<^ m LLIAM T. MELTON. A high place among

\/\/// ^^^^ farmers and stock-raisers of Winne-

^^ bago County must be .accorded the gen-

tleman above named, who has made a fortune by

hard labor, prudent economy, and business shrewd-

ness, lie has experienced all that is known to a

poor man who makes a settlement in a new

country, and among the many disadvantages h.as

been enabled to lay by a handsome competence

and is at the present time occupying a beautiful

home on section 8, Owen Township.

That p.art of England which is known as Lin-

colnshire has furnished this country many of her

best citizens and most enterprising farmers. To
it we are indebted for the subject of this sketch,

who was born in that far-away land.JIay 13, 1.S4 4.

His father, William 15. Melton, w.as also liorn in

that shire, as was also his father, George Melton.

The latter-named gentleman was a farmer and

spent his entire life in England.

William B. Melton was a lad of eight years when

he commenced to earn his own way in the world,

being in the employ of a wealth}- gentleman for

sometime. He later was engaged in training horses

for the track, for sale, etc., and in May of 1851

sailed from Liverpool, for America, .accompan-

ied by his wife and four children. Thej' landed

in New York six weeks later, when Mr. Meltf)n

came directly to Rockford, which was at that

time a small but flourishing city. lie purchased

a small house and entered the emplo}' of the

Chicago it Galena Union Railroad, now the North-

western Railroad Company, and worked for them

in Rockford for two months. He then went

to Ridott, Stephenson County, where he was en-

gaged for ten years as bridge tender of the same

company. The elder Mr. Melton then purchased

land and engaged in farming until his decease,

October 3, 1890. His wife, prior to her marriage,

w.as Maiy A. Wilmer and still makes her home on

the old farm.

He of whom we write celebrated his eighth

birthd.ay while on the ocean en route to America.

His father being in limited circumstances, he com-

menced when quite young to earn his own living,

milking his first money by carrying drinking-water

for the railroad emi)lo}'es and which amounted to

fifty cents per day. He later worked out on farms

by the day and month until 1864, when, on the

30th of August, he enlisted in Company C, One

Hundred and Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry, being

mustered in at Cain|) Butler. He served his country

for one year on detached duty, and being taken

sick in June, 1865, received his honorable dis-

charge. For a time after his return home, Mr.

Melton was in very poor health, and going to

Iowa worked on a farm for a twelvemonth, at the

expiration of which time he returned and took

charge of the iiome farm until 1868. Then in
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oonipauy "itli liis brother-in-law, he rented and

operated a farm for two years and then purchased

eighty acres, which are included in his present farm,

and to which he has since added eighty acres ad-

joining. The entire tract is well fenced and im-

proved with a good set of buildings, not the least

among which is the comfortable farm residence.

William T. Melton was united in marriage to

Elizabeth Mayers, January 12, 1870. Mrs. Melton

was born in Stephenson County, this State and

has become the mother of four children: Alvin

William, Mary Ijuella, George F. and Edward S.

Socially, our siiliject is a member of Nevius Post

No. 1, G. A. K., and with his estimable wife is re-

sjjected as a thoroughly upright and honest citizen.

\T^xETER G. BAUDEK. Among the venerable

and highl3- esteemed residents of Rockford,

we are pleased to mention the name whicli

appears at the head of this paragraph, that

of a man who was born in the town of Mendon,

Montgomery County-, N. Y., near what was known
as the Mohawk Flats, in December, 1818. His

father, George U. Bander, was born in the same

town, and his grandfather, Uriel, had his nativity

in Germany, and was, as far as is known, the only

member of the family who ever came to America.

He crossed the seas in Colonial days, and served

America as a soldier diu'ing the Revolutionary

War. jMontgomery County, N. Y., became his

home, and there he bought a large tract ol timber

land, m the town of ^lendon.

In the days when the grandfather of our subject

settled in New York, there were no canals or rail-

roads, and Indians were numerous. He cleared

quite a farm, and lived there until his de.ath, after

which his son inherited his property in that place,

and, buying other land there, built a sawmill,

which he carried on in addition to farming, resid-

ing there throughout all his da.ys. He served in

the War of 1812, following in the example of his

patriotic father. He had married Maria DunkJe,

a native of Mendon Township, whose father,

Peter Dunkle. had come to America from Ger-

many before the Revolutionary War, and who had

also fought in the War for Independence. He
subsequently bought large tracts of laud in IMen-

don Township, and resided there until his death.

His daughter, the mother of our suliject, lived to

the venerable age of ninetv-foui-. and ended her

days upon her son's farm.

Peter Hauder was reared and educated in his

native town, and after he grew to man's estate

bought a tract oi land near tlie old home, and

fanned there until 18.j4, during which year he

came to Winnebago County, i-eaching New Mil-

ford on the IGth of Octol.ier. He had visited

Illinois in the earlier part of that year, and had

bought two hundred and fourteen acres of land

on the south side of the Kishwaukee River, and a

house and lot in the village of Kishwaukee.

Our subject was married, August 14, 1839, to

Julia A. Allen, who was born in White Creek,

Rensselaer County, N. Y., January 29, 1819. Her

father, Hugh Allen, was a native of the same place,

a son of an Englishman, Ebenezer Allen, who

came to America and settled in Rensselaer County

during the War of 1812. The Indians were then

very troublesome. Mr. Allen and a neighbor were

set upon by Indians one day while thay were en-

gaged in splitting rails, and the red men demanded

that their prisoners follow them. Mr. Allen asked

them to wait till he finished splitting his log, and

induced the Indians to take hold of the log and pull

it apart. While their hands were thus engaged,

and their fingers in the crack, he knocked out the

wedge and the log came together, thus making the

Indians his prisoners. Later he was taken pris-

oner bj' Indians, and spent some time in bondage,

but finally escaped, and his last jears were passed

upon the farm in Rensselaer County.

The father of Mrs. Bander lived in Rensselaer

County until 1823, and then remo\'ed to Otsego

County, where he bought land in the town of

Cherry Valley, and there resided until a few weeks

before his death, which took place at Mendon.

His wife was, before her union with him. Miss

Electa Lee. She was born in New York State, of

French ancestry, being a daughter of Samuel Lee,

and died at Ft. Plain, N. Y.

Mr. and Mrs. Bander resided in tiie village of
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New Milford after coming to this (»untv, and then

built a house upou the farm and removed there,

mailing it their home until 1878, when Mr. Bauder

decided to give his farm to his son, and removed

to Rockford, where he has resided ever since. He

lias devoted himself largely to handling real es-

tate, and attending to business of that nature. He
has three children living: .Judson J., George M.

and Franklin M. Mrs. Bauder is a devout and

earnest meml)er of the Baptist Church, and is

highh' esteemid in the social and church circles of

Rockford.

H' \B] 1^^^

^^NDREW N. NELSON, Assistant Supcr-

(@//JJi intendent of the Forest Citv Furniture

Company, has for niueteen vears held his

present position, which fact shows that

he has been true to every trust reposed in him

and has failhfullj' discharged his duties. He was

l)orn near Smoland, Sweden, on the 13th of Sep-

tember, 1850, and is the second child of the fam-

il3". His parents were Nelson and Swenborg (Hol-

lenbeck) Nelson. The father was a carpenter and

cabinet-maker, and is still living at the age of

seventy-two jears. His wife died about two years

ago, at the age of sixtj'-six. Like him, she always

adhered to the Lutheran Church.

When quite a young lad, our suliject learned the

trade of a cabinet-maker, and at the age of sixteen

went to sea, sailing as a ship carpenter, and as sec-

ond mate for five years. He sailed on the waters

of the Atlantic and many of the European seas

and touched at most of the ports in that continent.

He crossed the Atlantic to America in 1871, with

the determination to try his fortune in this coun-

try. Four j'ears previous, his brother, L. P. Nel-

son, had come to the United States and located in

Chicago, where he j-et resides. The first eighteen

months after his arrival in this country, Andrew-

Nelson spent in the State of Michigan and then

came to Illinois, locating in Rockford.

It was in this cit}' that our subject led to the

marriage altar Miss Emily Eskelson, who was born

in Southern Sweden and when a maiden of sixteen

summers crossed the liriny deep. She afterward

returned to her old home, but again came to this

country in 1880. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are pnimi-

nent and intelligent voung peojjle and favorably

known in this community.

Mr. Nelson has resided in Rockford since the ilth

of April, 1872, and, during all the succeeding

3'ears, has filled the position which he now occupies.

The Forest City Furniture Company owns a large

factory on Railroad Avenue and is one of the

largest furniture enterprises of the city, doing an

extensive and constantly-increasing business. Our

subject is also a stockholder in the Excelsior Fur-

niture Company, and in other local enterprises,

and is recognized as one of the wide-awake and

energetic business men of this city. He certainly

deserves great credit for his success in life, winch

has been achieved entirely through his own efforts

and since coming to Rockford. Socially, he is a

member of the Odd Fellows' society, and in politics

is a supporter of Republican principles, but has

never sought or desired public office, preferring to

give his attention to his Itusiness interests, iu

which he has met witii signal success.

"iTi'AMES BLACKLAWS. Among the promi-

nent agriculturists of Rockford Township,

Winnebago County, we take pleasure in

lli^// mentioning Mr. Blacklaws, who was Ijorn in

Kincardineshire, Scotland, January 10, 1833. His

father, William Bl.acklaws, was a native of the same

shire iu Scotland, where he carried on agricultural

pursuits, and spent his entire life. The maiden

name of his wife was Margaret Milne, also a native

of .Scotland, and who, upon emigrating to Amer-

ica, departed this life in this State.

The original of this sketch was seventeen years

of age when he accompanied his mother to the

New W^orld, they setting sail from Aberdeen in the

month of August, 1850, embarking on a sailer

commanded by Capt. Pease. After a tedious voj'-

age of five weeks and two days, they landed at

Quebec, soon after which they came to Winnebago

Count3', via the St. Lawrence River and Lake On-

tario to Lewistown, N. Y., where they boarded a

train which conveyed them to Buffalo, then by
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way of the Lakes to Chicago, thence by raih-oad to

Elgin, which was then the Western terminus of

tlie road. The remainder of tlie journey was made

with team.

.Tames Blacklaws, on making his home in this

county, engaged to work out at $9 per month on

farms. He was very industrious and economical,

and after being engaged in various kinds of work,

purchased a well drill, which was one of the first

ever used in tliis country, and which he operated

together with a harvesting machine. After his

marriage, our suliject located on the farm where he

has since resided, and which, by a proper rotation

of cr(ii)s, is made to j'ield handsome returns.

'1 he rst marriage of INIr. Blacklaws occurred in

isfi'.i.al uiiich time Jessie (Raney) Simpson, be-

came his wife. .Slie was born in Scotland and de-

parted this life Augubt 21, 1806. In 1870, our

subject was married to Ellen Walsh, who was born

in the North of Ireland, of Scotch parents. The

three children born to Mr. Blacklaws by his first

marriage were Henry W., Albert and Lewis. The

eldest son married Hattie Felch; he was born in

February, 1860, and died August 21, 1891. Lewis

married Stella Atkinson; Albert died November

29, 1892. The present union of our subject has

resulted in the birth of four children, namely:

Nellie, llattie, James and Walter.

Mrs. Blacklaws, who was a member in good

standing of the Westminster Presbyterian Church,

in which body she was an active worker, died

December 13, 1891. Our subject, who is interested

in all measures which tend to the upbuilding of

hisi-iimnuinity, votes the straight Republican ticket.

?7rER LARSON, who is engaged in farming,

and also carries on the dairy business on sec-

tion 30, Guilford Township, Winnebago

J \ County, has for eighteen j-ears resided in

this loealit}-, and devoted his energies to his pre-

sent work. lie owns fortj- acres of land under a

high state of cultivation and well improved, and

in addition to general farming, is engaged in dairy-

ing, keeping on hand forty-flve cows for this pur-

pose. He came to Illinois from Michigan, where

he was engaged in mining for two years after com-

ing to this country.

Mr. Larson was born in Skona, Sweden, I^Iaj' 23,

1848, and grew to manhood in his native province

on a farm. His father, Lars Nelson, spent his en-

tire life in that land as an .agriculturist, and passed

away at the age of sixt3'-eight years. His wife,

who was born March 21, 1820, is yet living on the

old homestead in Sweden. She has been a life-

long member of the Lutheran Church, as was Mr.

Nelson. In their family were six sons and a

daughter. One son, Ola, and the daughter, Anna,

are both married, and own farms in Sweden. Five

sons are living in this country, and .all follow agri-

cultural pursuits. Lars is a farmer of Guilford

Township; Peter is the next younger; Nelsisalsoa

farmer of Guilford Township; and John and Sam-

uel likewise make their home in that townshi|). The

brothers are all successful farmers and industiious

and enterprising men, and, with the exception of

the first mentioned, all are mai-ried.

It was in Rockford that Mr. Larson was joined

in wedlock to Miss Charlotte Anderson, a native

of Sweden, who, when a j'oung lady, biide good-bye

to her old home, and crossed the water to Amer-

ica, where all of the family have since found

homes. The father, Charles Anders Rapp, is liv-

ing on a farm near Donaldson, Marshall County,

Ind., at the age of seventy years. He is widely

known in his community, and is a member of the

Lutheran Church, as was his wife, who died in

1890, at an advanced age. Their family numbers

two sons and two daughters, who are yet living:

John A. Blomquist, who is married and is employed

as a tailor by the firm of Johnson & Wanstrom, of

Rockford; Mrs. Larson, of this sketch; Gust, a

milk dealer, who is married and resides on Charles

Street, Rockford; and Sophia, wife of John Sam-

uelson, a resident farmer of Marshall County, Ind.

Mr. Larson is regarded as one of the enterprising

and successful farmers of this community, and is a

public-spirited and progressive citizen. He exer-

cises his right of franchise in support of the Re-

publican party, and he and his wife are members of

the Swedish Mission Church of Rockford. Six

children grace their union, and the famil3- circle
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yet remains unbroken. They are as follows: Anna
C, J. V. Herbert, Harr}- L., Lillie E., Elmer and

Rosa v., all of whom are still under the parental

roof. In addition to his other business, Mr. Lar-

son is connected with the American Furniture

Company, which was organized with a capital

stock of :¥ 100,000.

—J- ^>-^^<m^-
yORTMAN COMPTON. In the history of

our late war, the name of our subject will

'^^^ be found as not having borne an unim-

poi tant part in that eventful struggle. He enlisted

August 9, 1862, for a three-years' service in Com-

pan}' D, Seventy-fourth Illinois Infantry, and re-

mained with his regiment until the close of the

war. He is at the present time residing in the

city of Rockford, successfully engaged at his trade

of a carpenter and joinei'.

Burnett Township, Somerset County, N. J., was

the native place of our subject, his birth occurring

July 27, 1830, he being the son of Reuben Comp-
ton, also a native of that State, where James Comp-
ton, the grandfather was born. The latter-named

gentleman was a farmer by calling, and spent his

entire life on a farm in Burnett Township. The

father of our subject bought the old homestead,

upon which he resided until 1857, wlien he sold it

and came to Winnebago County, purchasing a

tract of land in Owen Township, on which was a

small house and a few acres broken. He placed the

entire farm under good tillage, and made his home
upon it until 1875, when his decease occurred. His

wife, Mrs. Elizabeth (Powellson) Compton, was

also a native of Somerset County, N. J., and was

the daughter of John Powellson. She died on the

old farm in 0"en Township, in 1884, having be-

come the mother of six sons and one daughter,

viz: Nathan, James, Mary, Woitman, Heurj", Sam-

uel and John.

Samuel Compton, a brother of our subject,

served as a member of Company D, Seventy-fourth

Illinois Infantry, and was killed in the battle of

Missionary Ridge, where he was color-bearer. John

was wounded at Pittsburg Landing, being a mem-
ber of the Fifteenth Illinois Infantry, and died

from the result of his wounds at the hospital at St.

Louis. Our subject participated in many of the

important battles of that period, being present at

Stone River, and was with Sherman on iiis Atlanta

campaign, engaging in the various battles of that

memorable march, including the siege and capture

of Atlanta. After the fall of that city, he was

undfci' the command of Thomas in pursuit of the

Rebel Gen. Hood, and thus fought at the battles of

Franklin and Nashville. In the charge at Kene-

saw Mountain, Mr. Compton 's gun was broken in

his hand, in consequence of which he was sliglilh-

wounded by a splinter, but with one other excep-

tion entirely escaped the fate of manj- a poor sol-

dier. At another time, while the command were

sleeping on the ground without even the shelter of

a tent, one of the horses broke loose and ran over

Mr. Compton, giving him a severe scalp wouiul.

He received his honorable discharge in Kentucky,

in June, 1865, and, returning home, resumed his

trade of a car|)enter.

Our subject was reared in his native State, and

when eighteen years of age learned the trade of a

carpenter, serving as a journeyman for two years,

and in 1855 came to Illinois, and purchased twen-

ty-five acres of land in Harrison Township, Win-
nebago County, where he worked at his trade until

entering the army. In 1868, however, he sold

that farm and purchased the old homestead in

Owen Township, on which he erected a good set

of frame buildings, and otherwise improved the

farm, on which he resided until 1886, which was

the date of his coining to Rockford.

In November, 1852, Mr. Compton was married

to Mary Vanderhoof, a native of Somerset County,

N. J., and the daughter of Henry ^'anderhoof,

who, as far as is known, was also born in New Jer-

sey. He died when Mrs. Compton was fourteen

months old. The maiden name of her mother

was Raehael Vail; her birth also occurred in the

above-named county and State. On the death of

Mr. Vanderhoof, she was married to Cornelius Van-

dyke, a patriot of the War of 1812. The}- came to

Illinois in 1860, settling in Winnebago County,

where the mother died at the home of Mrs. Comp-
ton.

To our subject and his wife have been born two
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children, Agnes and Whitefield. The daughter is

the wife of Archibald Armstrong, to whom have

been born two children, Charles E. and Mary L.

Whitefield married Nellie Johnson, and is the fa-

ther of four children: Maud B., Mabel C, John W.

and James H. Mr. and JNIrs. Compton are members

of the Court Street Methodist Episcopal Church,

and our suliject l)eing a Grand Army man, is con-

nected with the Nevius Post No. 1. In iiolitics.

he is a Republican.

/^^ riRlSTOPIIER JMYKHS. Among the many

(l( enterprising and ijroniinent citizens of Pec-

^^^J atonica will be noticed a number of retired

farmers, and it therefore gives us pleasure to men-

tion Mr. Jlyers, wlio rented his fine property and

removed to the village in 1887, where he has a

l)leasant home and is sun'ouiided liy all that goes

til make life enjiiyalil(\

A native of (iei'inany, our subject was l.iorn in

Mecklenliurg, April 23, 18 l;>, being the son of John

and Elizabeth (Scli(.iknecht) ."\Iyers, who hailed

from the Province of iNIccklenburg. The father

came to the United States November 6, 1857, and

made his homo for a time in Milwaukee, Wis.,

whence he removed to Stephenson County, this

State, and passed his last days on his farm, dying

at the age of lifty-ninc years.

Cliristoiiher Myers was one in a family of six

children born to his parents, only one of whom is

deceased. lie remained at home until eight years

of age, when he Avas occupied for three years as a

shepherd boy, an<l three years mori' in watching

cattle. At the expiration of that time, he returned

home and soon afterward crossed the water to the

New World. lie resided in Wisconsin until 18fi0,

when he came to Illinois and was em|)loyed in

working on farms bj' the month. He then rented

a tract, and on New Year's Day of 1808 was mar-

ried to Miss Ireni Atwood, who was born Novem-
ber 29, 18 n. in Owen Township, Winnebago

Countv. The lady is a daughter (if Patten and

Anna Atwood, of whom a sketch will be found in

another [lortion of this work.

To Mr. and Mrs. Myers have been born eight

children, three of whom are living, namely: Mabel

A., whose birth occin-red May 14, 1871; Walter C,

who was born April 14, 187'.); Clifford P., who was

horn July 2, 1880.

The first land of which our subject became the

owner was an eighty-acre tract, to which he later

added fifty-five acres, one hundred and fifty-one

and one hundred and twenty acres, at differ-

ent times. Ten .acres of his estate is timber

land and twelve is city property, on the latter of

which is located his fine residence. He is deserv-

edly proud of his present financial standing, as he

commenced in life a poor boy and knows that his

accumulations liave been the result <if persistent

industiy and wise management.

Mr. and IMrs. Myers aie attendants of the Con-

gregational Church, and in politics our subject is

a Republican, casting his first vote for U. S. Grant.

He is not interested in politics other than to cast

his b.allot at election times. He is one oi the en-

terprising men of the community and has stock in

a shoe factory, which is one of the leading indus-

tries of the village. In social matters, he is a INIason,

holding the office of Junior ^^'aldcll in A. W.
Rawson Lodge No. 145. He is also connected with

the United Workmen and the Euri'ka Cam|i of

IModern Wofidinen.

AVID C. TJ<"WIS. For many years the com-

mercial and agi'iciiltiiral interests of Win-

nebago Country were prominently and suc-

cessfull3- represented by JMr. Lewis, who is now a

retired merchant residing in Winnebago. He is a na-

tive of the Buckeye State, and was born in Milan,

Huron County, February 4, 1823. Ilis father, David,

was born in New England, ancl was a pioneer of

Ohio, where he located about 1820, residing for a

time at Sandusky, and removing thence to Milan.

From Ohio, the father of our subject removed

to the then Territory of Michigan, and resided at

Detroit for a time, thence returned to Milan,

Ohio, where he operated a distillerj'. In 1838, he

again sought a home in Michigan, and located in

St. Clair County, where he died during the same

year. His wife, whose maiden name was Naiicv
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Champion, was born in New York State, the daugh-

ter of Seidell and Iluldah (Hart) Champion. Her

fust niariiage united her witli Steplien DeGate,

wlio died in St. Clair County. She came to Illi-

nois in 1846, and spent her Lnst days in Winne-

bago County.

Orphaned by the death of his father when he

was fifteen, our subject gained a maintenance for

himself by fishing and trapping, and later engaged

in lumbering. He remained in Michigan until

1845, when, accompanied by his wife, he took

l)assage on a boat at Pt. Huron and sailed on

Lakes Huron and Michigan, landing at Racine,

whence he walked to Winnebago Count}'. At that

time Rockford was a small village, and the sur-

rounding country was sparsely settled, some of the

land being in the possession of the Government.

Foronej-ear Mr. Lewis found emplojMiient upon a

farm, after which he worked at the carpenter's

trade for a short time.

In 1848, Mr. Lewis purchased eighty-five acres

of Government land, for which he paid $90, and,

locating there, he continued to follow his trade

while he hired men to cultivate the soil. In 1852,

he removed to Rockford and followed his trade

one year, later opened a restaurant, of which he

was the proprietor for one3'ear, and then returned

to the farm. In 1860, he erected a building on

the corner of Main and Benton Streets, and for

twenty-six 3-ears was successful]}' engaged in mer-

cantile pursuits, building up a splendid reputation

as a reliable dealer and upright man. During a

portion of that time he was in partnership with

A. G. Rainey, but the remainder of the twenty-six

years was alone. Meanwhile, he supervised his lum-

ber interests until 1876, when he sold out to Mr.

Parsons; and, in addition to other duties, was the

proprietor of the Winnebago Hotel for four 3'ears,

having altered and added to the hotel, which he

conducted under a liighl}' improved management.

In 1891, he erected a brick block, the finest struc-

ture in the village, and, in addition to his city

property, is the owner of two good farms.

The marriage of Mr. Lewis in 1845 united him

with Miss Lucy Burt, a native of London, Can-

ada, and they have two children: E. Chandler and

Etta H. The former married Etta Burgstresser;

and has five children: Mabel, Minnie, Grace, Stella

and Eddie. Etta married George Ades, and has

two children: Lewis and Floyd. INIr. and ^Nlrs.

Lewis are consistent meml^ers of the Methodist

Epi»coi>al Church, and in his political affiliation he

is a Prohibitionist. Through the exercise of pru-

dence and industry he has arisen from a |)iisiti<)n

of poverty in his voutli to one of affluence in his

declining years, and now, witli his est iinablc wife,

can enjo}' all the comforts and many of the luxu-

ries of existence.

^USTAF .IFRNLEHG. a stockholder and

Director of the Hockford Manufacturing

Jlj Company, in which he has been pattern-

maker and mechanical draughtsman since the com-

pan}' was founded in 1890, has been a resident of

this city since 1878 and is one of its foremost cit-

izens. He began here in the last-named year for

the well-known manufacturer, N. C. Thompson,

with whom he continued eight years, and later

was with Savage lV' Love, with whom he remained

eighteen months. After this he embarked in the

pattern-making business on his own account. He

subsequently became connected as a stockholder

with the present company and has since invented

the Imperial Mower, which is manufactured exclu-

sively by this great manufacturing company. lie

also owns a fine home at No. 301 South Fourth

Street, designed and erected by his own hands, and

a well-improved farm of eighty acres, with build-

ings, on section 2, of Cherry Valley Township.

Sweden is his native land, and he was born in

Wester Moreland Province, on the 18th of March,

1849. He was there reared and educated, and was

taught his trade, serving an apprenticeship of a

few years. He, with his brother Eric, was the first

of the famil}' to come to the States. The latter is

now married to Miss Christina Carlson, and is

cultivating the soil in New Milford Township.

The parents and other members of the family came

to this country in 1869, and located in Marquette

County, Mich., where they resided until 1875.

They then came to Illinois, settled in Milforc] T(.iwii-
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ship, Winnebago County, where tlie father, John

E. Jernbero;, died in 1888, when sixty-five years

of age. He was a I-utheran in religion, and a

Republican in i)olitif*. His wife, who is still liv-

ing, and sixty-two years of age, finds a comfortable

home with her daughter, Mrs. John Odhner. She

is also a member of the First Lutheran Church.

Gustaf Jernberg, the second in order of birtli of

eight children, five sons and three daughters, all

of whom are living and married but one son, was

a resident of Ishpeming, Mich., for ten 3'ears after

coming to the United States, and followed his

trade of pattern-maker. Just ten \'ears after reach-

ing this country; he came to Rockford, and has

been a resident of this flourishing city since. He

was married in Chicago, 111., to Miss Axelina W.

Holmgren, wlu) was horn in Easter Gothland

Province, Sweden, November 8, 1857, and who

came to this country and settled in Marquette

Countv, Mich., with her parents in 1873. The

fatiier, Andrew Holmgren, was born in E.aster

Gothland, Sweden, as was also his mother, Anna

L. (Sjoberg) Holmgren, and after coming to Mich-

igan, the3' settled in the improved regions of that

State. There the father followed the occupation

of a mine mechanic. Later, the}' came to Rock-

ford, .and liere the father died when sixty-one

years of age and the mother, when flftj^-four.

They were reared to the Lutheran faith. The}'

have one son, John Holmgren, who is a resident

of Traverse City, Mich.

Mr. and Mrs. Jernberg's union li.as been blessed

by the birth of one daughter, Huldah A'., who was

born December 25, 1878, and who is a cultivated

and refine(l \uung lady.

^ il)lLLIAM FOKBKS. There are few citi-

\aj// zens of Rockford who are better known,

V^/xy and ceitainly none are more highly es-

teemed, tiian Mr. Forbes, who occupies a pleasant

home at No. HOG Rock Street, and is retired from

the active labois which occupied his close at-

tention in life's prime. Coming to this city

in 1854, he has since been closel}- identified

with its best interests and has watched with

keen sympathy its progress and development.

B}' industry and energy, and through years of La-

bor at his trade, that of a moulder, he .accumu-

lated a goodly amount of this world's comforts

and is numbered among the prosperous citizens of

the place.

A native of Scotland, Mr. Forbes was born in

Perthshire, August 17, 1826, and belonged to a

worthy Scotch fainil}', whose members figured ex-

tensively in the history of that country. His

father, Alex Forbes, lived and died in Perthshire,

his death occurring when he was about seventy

j'cars old. By trade he was a weaver. He mar-

ried Miss Margaret Smith, who was born in the

L(jwlands of Scotland, and who, surviving her

husband, emigrated to America, in company with

her children, in 1849. The voy.ige was made in

a sailing-vessel from Glasgow to New York City,

after which the f.amily settled in New York Mills,

where the mother died at an advanced age. She

was a Presbyterian in religious convictions, and

her husband was also identified with that Church.

The family of which our subject is a member

consisted of seven sons and one daughter. The

last-named, the eldest in the famil}-, makes her

home with our subject, and is now eighty-four

years old. The other children have passed away.

In his youth, William Forbes served an appren-

ticeship to the trade of a moulder in a foundry at

Troy, N. Y., at the completion of which he came

to Rockford, and here established his permanent

home. He was married in New York City to Miss

Rebecca Henderson, who was born and reared in

Wilmington, Del., and died in Rockford in 1872,

at the age of fifty-two. At her demise she left

three children, namely : Mary, wife of Clark S.

Gilbert, a ranchman in California; Margaret, wife

of Frederick McPherson, a surveyor, who resides

in California ; and Alex, who is a moulder by

trade, and has charge of a foundry at San Fran-

cisco, Cal., his home being in Cakland, that State.

The second marriage of our subject took place

in this city, and united him with Mrs. Barbara

(Shaw) Barr, who was born in Argyleshiie, Scot-

land. She w.as first married to James Barr, an en-

gineer, who passed his entire life in Glasgow, dy-

ing there in the prime of life. After emigrating
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to the United States in 1871, Mrs. Ban- came to

Rockford, and was liere married to Mr. Forbes, in

1874. Of her first marriage one child survives,

James Barr, M. D., of Foley Springs, Ore. In

their religious connections, Mr. Forbes and his es-

timable wife are faithful members of the Presby-

terian Church, and, politically, he is a stanch ad-

herent of Republican principles.

For three years during the late war, Mr. Forbes

served in defense of the Union, enlisting as a

member of Company G, Second Illinois Light Artil-

lery, Col. Matiiews commanding. For two years the

regiment was incorporated with the Army of the

Tennessee, and participated in man}' engagements,

among them those at Memphis and Vicksburg.

After serving with valor for three j-ears, Mr.

Forbes was honorably discharged at Springfield,

and returned once more to his home in Rockford.

Since the war he has suffered greatly from riieu-

raatism, caused bj' exposure on the battle-field, in

camp, and during long marches, and receives a

pension as a slight comjjensation for services ren-

dered the Government. His war record is one of

which his descendants and friends may justly feel

proud, and his conduct in affairs of civic life has

been characterized b}' equal fidelity and honor.

-^

)EOKGE W. WUNDER, who is now living

retired life in his pleasant home at No.

^^Jj 610 State Street, Rockford, was born on

the 4tli of Jul}', 1827, in Bavaria, Germany, and

is a son of Michael and Louisa (Karner) Wunder.

His father was a German farmer and died at the

age of sixtj'-three years. His wife died in 1886,

at the age of eighty-four, and up to the time of

her death was bright and active. Both were

members of the Methodist Church. They had

only two sons, our subject and Martin, who is

six years his junior, and now owns and occupies

the old homestead in Bavaria.

George W. Wunder spent the days of his bo}'-

hood and youth in his native land, but at length

determined to tiy his fortune in the New World,

and on the 28th of August, 1864, landed in New
York, having crossed the Atlantic from Bremen

on a sailing-vessel, which after fortj'-two days

reached its destined port. In 1884, he returned

to his native land on a visit, but is well content

that his home is in America, for he has here met
with prosperity. He had onl}- $5 in his pocket

when he reached Chicago to which he came imme-

diately after landing in the United States, and
thus almost empty-handed, he began life in the

New World, but has worked his way up tu a

position of affluence.

It was in December, 1859. in Chicago, that Mr.

Wunder formed a matrimonial alliance with Miss

Louisa Cattle}', who was born in the Canton of

Berne, Switzerland, and came to the United States

in 1854. To her husband she had proved a true

helpmate and faithful companion. They have

one child, a daughter, Carrie, now the wife of

Fritz Spahr. He is also a native of the Canton of

Berne, Switzerland. In that country, lie grew to

manhood and learned the trade of a jeweler.

When a young man, he came to America in 1877,

and for five years was employed in the watch

factories of this city, since which time he has been

engaged in the saloon business on E.ast State

Street. He and his wife reside with Mrs. Spain's

parents.

After residing in Chicago for two years, Mr.

Wunder came to Rockford in 1856, and for some
time was engaged in the lumber business, after

which he engaged in farming in Rockford Town-
ship on his own account. At length, he returned

to the city, and did business for the old lumber

firm, in whose employ he had former!}' been, and

to that work devoted his energies until 1860, when
be went to California by way of New York and

the Isthmus of Panama. In that Stiite he engaged

in business for some years and was quite success-

ful, but failing health caused him to return, and

in 1864 we again find him in Rockford. He then

rented land for some years, and with the money
saved during that time he began dealing in sand.

Two years later, he embarked in the dairy busi-

ness, to which he devoted his energies for four

years, when he sold out and for two }ears lived

retired. Subsequently, he was engaged in buying

and shipping horses, and in 1876 became a whole-

sale dealer in beer and also did a retail bottliua'
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business, which he carried on until ISitO. Ilis ef-

forts being crowned with success, and thereby ac-

quiring considerabh' caiiital. lie is now enabled

to li\'e a retired lifi', I'cstiug in the enjoyment of

the fruits of his fdrnier toil. In politics, he is a

Democrat anil is a nienilier of the German ia So-

ciety.

u^5*jHER()N G. riERPONT. Nowhere can

/Ift^V;
™ore beautiful farms be found than in the

^V^^' Prairie State, and no sections of it are any

more attractive than Winnebago Count}-. t)n

section 20, Rockford Township, lies a bod}- of

land comprising one liun(b'ed and sixty productive

acres, whieli, nnder the hand of a progressive and

intelligent farmer, produce abundantly.

Mr. Pierpoiit had his birth in North Haven,

C(jnn.. April 21, l.S;")l.and his father. Guy Pier-

pout, who was also a native of that State and

[ilace, was the son of (Jiles and Sallie (Bassett)

Pierpont. The father of our subject was reared

and educated in the Nutmeg State, and came West

to Winneliago C<uinty in IK.'iT, where he pnrchased

a farm two miles fnnii the t'liurt House, and there

resided until his death. Ilis wife, [irior to her

marriage, was known as .lerusha (ia\-lord; she was

also a native <if Goiinccticut and is at present

residing in IJockfurd.

The original of this sketch was six _\ears of ago

when he accompanied his parents on their re-

moval to the Prairie Stati\ and, after receiving

his primary education in the district school, at-

tended a select school tauglit by Prc.if. Lownsbury.

Tlieron S. was reared to farm life and has. since

coming to Illinois, lived on the old homestead.

He was manicd, in l.sTS, to Helen M. Blakeman,

who was born in Stratford, Conn., and was the

daughter of Benjamin Blakeman, also a native of

that State.

The two children comiirisiiig the household of

Mr. and Mrs. l'ier|)ont arc I'.inlscye IJ. and Klea-

nore (twins). The [larents are intlueiitial mem-
bers of the Second Congregational Church, and in

his political relations our subject votes the Re-

luiblican ticket. The father of Mrs. Pierpont,

nonjamin Blakeman, was born in Stratford, Fair-

field County, Conn., and was a son of Treat and

Annie (Birdseye) Blakeman. Her father came to

Illinois in 18r)6, and, locating in Rockford, has

since been prominently identified with its busi-

ness interests, being now President of the Blake-

man it Dobson Manufacturing Company. The

maiden name of the mother was Caroline Fair-

child, who was also a native of the same State and

county as was her husband. Mrs. Pierpont fin-

ished her education at Yassar College, at Pough-

keepsie, after graduating at the High School of

Rockford.

N U T BELTING, a successful dealer in

real estate, is a gentleman of thorough

*> experience in that line, Ijoth as a means of

speculatio7i and permanent investment.

He came to Rockford in 1882, established a cigar

store and news stand on a capital of *2tl, was

very successful, and his valuation at the present

time is -i^Ki,00(1. He owns a tine double business

house with Hats above, at the corner of Fourteenth

^V\enue and Ninth Street, also some good resi-

dence property, and has in process a new business

liuilding fronting on Fourteenth Street, where he

owns seventeen valuable lots, all in a growing

part of the city. Mr. Belting is a man full of en-

ergy ancl business, and his prospects for the future

are very liright. He owns stock in the Rockford

^Manufacturing Company, was a promoter of the

Skandia Exchange, and is a publie-S|)irited. enter-

jirising citizen.

Mr. Belting was born near Skona. Sweden, Octo-

ber 20, 1851, attained his growth there, and was

engagetl as an employe in a grain-dealing estab-

lishment at Ilelsingborg, where he remained for a

number of years. Subsequently, he went to Stock-

holm, where, for a nnmber of years, he was super-

intendent of the largest bakery of the place, it

being the one that baked the bread for the roj-al

family. He was thus engaged for four ^'cars and

then became a commission merchant. He met with

much success, but the collapse came and he, with

others, lost all. Oiif month later, he concluded to
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try his fortune in a new country, and in 1882 he

sailed for the United States, landing in Philadel-

phia in May of that year. From there he went to

Chicago, III., and thence to Michigan a few months

later; after a short experience in lumber cami)s of

that State, he came to Rockford, where he started in

the tobacco and news-dealer business, as above men-

tioned. He is a self-made man, and all his accu-

mulations are the result of hard work and perse-

verance on his part. lie is the only member of

his family now in this country, and has no rela-

tive here on either side.

llis father. Carl Belting, died in Sweden in

1875, but the mother is still li\ing on the old

home place in her native couuliy,and is now c)ver

sixty j'ears of age. She has been a life-long mem-
ber of the State Church, and her husband was also

a devout member of that church. She has four

children in Sweden, two sons and two daughters,

viz.: Nils, married, and is a dry-goods merchant;

Rev. Eric, a preacher in the Lutheran Baptist

Church, single; Johanna, wife of Manges Lichtie,

who is Principal in the High School at Lund; and

Botilda, single, at home.

Our subject selected his wife in the person of

Miss Hilda C. Palmgren, a native of Sweden, born

in 1862, and their nuptials were celebrated in that

country. She was the only one of her family to

come to the United States. Their union has been

blessed by the birth of four children: Elvira V.,

Edwin B., Knutand IIan;)ld.

^LIOUR MUNTHE, a successful real-estate

dealer and insurance agent, doing business

at No. 519 East State Street, Rockford, was

born in the province of Smoland, Sweden, January

14, 1817, and comes of a good family, who trace

their ancestry back through a long line of nobility

to the ninth century. His father, Victor Muntlie,

spent his entire life in Sweden, dying at the age of

fifty-five years. He was a prominent citizen of

his native province and the owner of a large estate.

His father was Judge of the province of Smoland.

The mother of our subject is still living and makes

her home at the city of Stockholm, at the age of

seventy-one. She has l>eeu a life-long member of

the Lutheran Church, as was also her husband.

Two sisters of the family are still living in Sweden:

lledvig, wife of Lieut. Edward lirictliolt/.. nf Smol-

and, a Lieutenanl in the standing aruiw and Ma-
tilda, wife of Carl Siinbladc, a ^ucc^s^l'ul Mioreliant

of Stockholm.

Our subject is the only son of the family. Tlie

days of his boylnjod and youth were spent in liis

native land, and when a young man he sailed

from (iottenburg to New York City, whence

he came to the West. He made his lirsl location

in Chicago and afterward went to Michigan, where

he worked fur a time and then came to Kockford

in 1868. He was married in this city to Miss

Maria Peterson, who w.as born, reared and educated

in Smoland. "With her parents, she came to this

country, the familj' locating in Kockford, whei'c

Niles and Christina Peterson now reside. They
are members of the Mission Lutheran Church. Mr.

Peterson is a tailor and followed that business for

a number of years but is now living a retired life.

When a young man, Mv. Munthe had learned

the trade of a glove and mitten maker and to that

work devoted his attention for some j-ears. For

twelve years after coming to Rockford he was con-

nected with the H. W. Price Glove and Mitten

Company, being foreman of the large business dur-

ing the latter half of the time. He then estab-

lished the Rockford IMittcn and Hosiery Company,

doing business alone for two years, when a com-

pany was incorporated and he continued a member

of the firm for three years. On accouut of failing

health, he then sold out and went to Oregon, and

for three years engaged in business as a tanner and

glove maker in the city of Portland. He then re-

turned to Rockford and during the i^ast two years

has been successfuUj- engaged in business as a real-

estate and insurance agent and Notary Public. He
is agent for the Nelson Addition to Rockford and

is I ne of the owners of the River View Addition.

His business career has been a successful one and

he is now one of the prosperous citizens of Kock-

ford.

Unto Mr. and INIrs. Munthe have been born four

children: Oakey \"., who is working at the machin-

ist trade in the Nelson machine shops ; Fiitz W.,
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Ida M. and Steena M. Tlie parents are both mem-
bers of the Congregational Church, and Mr.

Munthe is a Royal Arch Mason of Rockford. He
has long been a supporter of the Re])uhlican party

and an ardent worker in its interests and has

served as Alderman of the Sixth AVard for two

years.

V) AYMER SARVER is a farmer of large ex-

perience, great capability in managing his

*A \\\ affairs and is considered one of the most

ilsuccessful of the well-to-do agriculturists of

Durand, who are active in pushing forward the

material interests of Winnebago County. Mr.

S.arver is residing on section 33, and is the son of

Henry and Eleanor (Houk) Sarver. He was born

in Harrison Township, this county, December 3,

1849, and was reared to farm pursuits, which call-

ing he has made his life work.

He of whom we write and Miss Lois Campbell

were united in marriage December 20, 187.5. The
latter was born in this township, March 17, 18.57,

and is the daughter of David Samuel Campbell,

whose native place was Grand Isle, Lake Cham-
plain, "\'t. and the date thereof March 24,

181.5. He was a son of Samuel and Gr.ace (Plum)
Cam|)bell, the former of whom was born October 8,

1762, .and the Latter March 24, 1775. Mrs. Grace

Campbell w.as a daughter of Samuel Plum and was
married in 1793. The Cam])bells are of Scotch

ancestry.

Our subject's maternal grandfather was a lad of

twelve years when his mother died, he being the

ninth in order of l)irth in a family of ten children,

his brothers and sisters being Philura, who was
born February 24, 1794, married .John Blake and
died in this township, July 24. 1884; Lucinda,

who was born February 27, 1796, married Kinsley

Hines and died at her home in Chicago, February

9, 1868; Martha, who was born February 1, 1797,

became the wife of a Mr. Ferguson; William, who
was born February 13, 1799, was drowned while

residing in Vermont in 1833; Samuel, who was
born July 6, 1801, departed this life at St. Albans,

Vt., September 1, 1871; Zeno, who was born March

7, 1808, died in Fairfax, Vt, December 31, 1891;

Zimri, who was born July 7, 1810, was residing in

Rock Cfiunty, Wis., at the time of his death in

May 1860; Zeri, was born February 7, 1812, and

Jeremiah, who was born April 5, 1818, died in this

township, April 25, 1884.

After the death of his mother, David S. Camj)-

bell went to New York State and lived with an

uncle, AVilliam Campbell, where he learned the

trade of a potter, .and at odd times worked on the

farm. In 1836, he came to Illinois, and locating

one hundred and sixty acres of land on section 33,

Durand Township, he improved the same, and when
twenty-four years of age returned to Vermont,

where, February 16, 1840, he was married. With

his young bride, Mr. Campbell started for his new
home, landing at his cl.aiin April 28, 1840. Here

he resided until 1885, during which time he became

the proprietor of three hundred broad acres and

then traded farms with Mr. Sarver, his son-in-law,

where he is residing at the present time. His wife

died October 31, 1891, after having become the

mother of six children, two of whom died when

joung. Adelaide L. was born January 11, 1841,

and died October 28, 1844. Zeno A. was born

J.anuary 14, 1843, and died October 31, 1891.

Adeline A. was born Janu.ary 30, 1847. married

D. J. Stewart, Jr., and resides in Rockford. Arlia

Zeri was born November 27, 1852, and makes his

home in Pecatonica Township. Lois I., the next

in order of birth, is the wife of our subject. Earl

D., born January 1, 1861, died eight days later.

The Republican party claims our subject as one

of its most active workers. He has been Assessor

of Durand Township since its organization and is

consequently the oldest Assessor in the county if

not in the State. He was one of the organizers of

the Durand Fire Insurance Company and was

active in all measures which tended to promote

the best welfare of his community'. Socially, he

is a member of the United AVorkmen. Mr. and Mrs.

Campbell are Spiritualists in belief.

After his marriage, the original of this sketch

located on section 34 of this township, where

he owned nint^'-five acres of good land, which in

1885 he traded for his present faim, which com-

prises two hundred and twenty I)road acres. To
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our subject and his wife have been granted a

family of six children: Milford, wlio was born

May 1, 1879, died on tiie 27th of tliat month

and year; Wesley Martin, born May 15, 1880;

David Floyd, born August 31, 1883; Harry, Jan-

uary 8, 1886; Ray Vaughan, born January 30, 1887,

died Januar}- 17 of that year, and Carl Walton

was born April 28, 1891.

Mrs. Sarver's mother, wliose maiden name was

Erixna Barker, was born in Swan ton, Vt., February

10, 1823 and was the daughter of Asa and Mollie

(Marrs) Barker, botii of whom were born in 1781.

The parents resided in Swanton until early in

the '40s, then came to Illinois and made settle-

ment in Laona Townsliip, where tlie fatlier died

Maj' 14, 1869, being pieceded to the land bej-ond

by the mother, whose demise occurred in 1864.

Asa and Mollie Barker were the parents of eleven

children, ten of whom lived to be over sixtj^-five

years of age. The}- bear the respective names of

Nancy B., Edwin N., Harriet, Elvin, Garrard,

8chu3ler, Arba, Miranda L., Norman D., Erixna

and Eliza L.

jARTON B. GATES, who at present makes

his home in Rockton Township, Winne-

bago County, is largel^^ interested in the

limekiln at Rockton, where Mr. Gates,

with his characteristic energy, push and fair deal-

ing, has built up a fine and paying business, hav-

ing had full charge of it for some 3'eai'S. The bed

of lime rock is the best of rock and seemingly inex-

haustible. With their present capacity of two

large and improved kilns, they burn from one

hundred and forty thousand to one hundred and

fifty thousand bushels of lime per year, for which

they have a convenient market at the paper mills

here and in Beloit.

A native of Macomb County, Mich., our subject,

who was born November 7, 1832, is the son of

Gideon and Lucy (Blinn) Gates. The parents

were natives of Wethersfield, Conn., and soon

after their marriage went to Bloomfield, N. Y.,

where they were keeping hotel at the time of the

Morgan (Masonic) excitement. They later came to

Michigan during the pioneer days of that State

and ranked among the well-to-do citizens of Ma-
comb County. The parental pamily included fo\u'

sons and three daughters, the eldest being born in

New York in 1812, and the remainder of the fam-

il3' being born on a farm near Romeo, Michigan.

In 1843, the father moved to the village, where the

children were given the advantages of the com-

mon schools, and where Mr. Gates was one of the

first teachers in the school house, which he had

helped to erect.

In 1854 and 1855, Gideon Gates came to Rock-

ton, this county, where he purchased five hundred

acres of land, known as the Gibson farm, for

which he paid -$13,500. The following spring his

wife, with the family, which included Wilber B..

our subject, John B. and Hubert B., came to the

new home. The initial B., which accompanies the

names of several of the children, stood for Blinn,

the mother being desirous to perpetuate her

maiden name. Of the family, two are now de-

ceased: Jane, who had married Mr. L. D. Owen,

passed away at Romeo, INIich., in 1882, and Wilbur,

who was born in New York State, died in November,

1889, aged sevent3-seven jears. Hubert is living

retired in Owosso, Mich.; John is a farmer in Oak-

land County, that State. The parents died when

ripe in j-ears, the father in 1864 and the mother in

1866.

Barton B. CJates was married when twenty-three

years of age in Brighton, iMich., to ISIiss Ellen

Bingham, the date of the ceremony being January

9, 1855. The lady was born in E)ngland, and was

a daughter of Allen and Johanna (McCollitf)

Bingham. In the fall of 1867, Mr. and Mrs. Gates

removed to Rockton Village, this county, where

the mother of the latter died, February 14, 1874,

and the father in July, 1881, at the respective ages

of sixty-four and sevent^'-six years.

Our subject was engaged in the grocery business

for a time in Rockton, but later disposed of it,

and in company with J. W. Cowles embarked in

the milling business, buj-ing the Rockton Stone

Mill, for which they paid $15,000. This they en-

larged, adding two run of stone to the four which

the mill already possessed, and were successfulh"

engaged in that line of liusiness until April, 1879,
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when it was destroyed by firf. While thus en-

gaged, Mr. Gates and liis partner <ihtained jointly

a one-third interest in the limekiln then owned

by parties of Lan:irk, ( nrroil Counly. Our sul)-

jeet later bought out his (lartner's interest, and has

since continued to manage affairs in company with

his partners at Lanark.

He of whom we write has held the oftice of

Commissioner of ILghways fur the past twenty-

three years. His wife is a member of the Congre-

gational Chureh, bnt he is pledged to no religious

denomination.

<:f^r, KANK I. WINNL, of Lelvidere, was born

l|—
^' in the town of Lethlehem, Albany County',

Ji?^' N. Y., (in the l-.'th of April, 1832. The

family is of Lutch descent. The grandparents

of our subject, Henry and Sarah ((iroosbeck)

Winne, spent their entire lives in .Vlhany County

as farming |)eople. The father of our subject,

.lohn H. Winne. was also a native of Albany

Cuiinty. He learne<l the trade of a shoemaker

and followed that occupation some years. In 1852,

he left his home in the East and emigrated to

Boone County, 111., purchasing land in the town

of S[iring, where he engaged in farming for some

years. He afterwards moved to liutler County,

Iowa, and purcha.sed a farm upon which he spent

his last daj'S. He married Christina Winne, who,

though of the same name, was no relation. She

was born in the town of Bethlehem, as were her

father and grandfather, Francis and Adam Winne.

Her death occurred in Bntler County, Iowa, on

the home farm about I .S77, passing away eleven

3'ears before her husband was called to his final

rest.

AVe now take u[i the iiersiinal history of our

suliject, who spent the days of liis Ijoyhood and

youth under the parental roof, and was early in-

ured to the labors of the farm. He remained at

home until his marriage in August, 1862, when
MissKeziah Sager became his wife. She was born

in Greene County, N. Y., .Tuly .5, 18.32. and was a

daughter of Garrett \V. and Klizabeth (Winne)

Sager. Her grandparents. William and Hannah

(Brunk) .Sager, spent their entire lives in AL
bany County, X. Y., where Garrett W. was born

and reared. In the town of Bethlehem he married

Miss Winne, also a native of that county. They

removed to Athens, Greene County, where he pur-

chased a farm and made his home until 1852,

when he came with his family' to Illinois, locating

in the town of Spring, Boone County. Purchas-

ing a farm, he made his home thereon for some

years, and on selling out came to Belvidere. He
s]3enl his last days in the home of our subject, his

death occurring in June, 187(3. His wife survived

him on[y a short time, passing away on the 8th of

November, 1876.

Mr. and Mrs. Winne began their domestic life

upon rented land, and then purchased a farm in

Belvidere Township, where they made their home

for two years. The}' then came to the city of

Belvidere, where they have since resided. They

are highly respected people of this community and

well deserve representation in the history of their

adopted count}'. Socially, Mr. AVinne is a mem-
ber of r.elvidere Lodge No. 152, A. O. U. W.,

and in his political affllialious is a Democrat.

@L__
-S]-^+^P=-== '®>

()i>Kl\T SWAIL, who is extensively en-

gaged in the cultivation of small fruits,

'^
\\\ making a specialty of strawberries and

\)^i raspberries, is residing on a pleasant farm

in Flora Township, Boone County. He was born at

Longucuil opposite Montreal, Canada, November 1)

1835. His father, John Swail, was born in Cumber-

land County, England, and the grandfather, AVill-

iam Swail, came from Westmoreland County, P>ng-

land.

The great-grandfather of our subject also bore

the name of AYilliam and like his son was born in

Westmoreland, England, where he was reared and

married. In early life, he went to the West Indies

and was never after beard from. His wife was

left in England and lived to be over one hundred

years of age. The grandfather of our subject was

the only son of his parents and was reared to man-

hood in AVestmoreland. He was married to Mary

Borlx'ck, a daughter of very wealthy parents, who
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disowned her because of her marriage with Mr.

Swail. The couple resided in Cumberland County

until 1839 and then with their three sons and two

daughters emigrated to America and located on a

farm on Mt. I{o3al. Tlie grandfather was very

successful in all his undertakings and at the time

of his decease was in good circumstances. The five

cliildren included in their family were named re-

spectively: Ann, Sarah, Rachel, .John and William.

John Swail, the father of our subject, when

reaching mature years commanded a ferry boat

plying between Montreal and Longueuil. He later,

iiowever, located on a farm at Mt. Royal and spent

the remainder of his daj'S there. His wife bore

the maiden name of P^sther Hannah; she was born

in County Monaghan, Ireland and spent her last

days on the home farm in Canada. Robert of this

sketch pursued his early studies in the public

schools at Longueuil and later was a student in the

select school at Montreal. When nineteen years of

age, he commenced farming on his father's estate

and continued to be so employed until 1860, when

he came to Boone County. In the fall of that

j^ear, he went to New Orleans, where^he remained

until the outbreak of the Civil War. Ilis sym-

pathies being with the North, Mr. Swail returned

to Boone County and located on the farm he now
occupies on section 3, Flora Township.

Robert Swail was married, November 27, 1861,

to Harriet Feakins, who was born in Cherry Val-

ley, Otsego County, N. Y., May 19, 1841. Her fa-

ther, William Feakins, was born in London, Eng-

land and came to America after reaching his m.a-

jorit}'. He was married in Clierry Valley, N. Y.,

where he lived until 18.56 and then, coming to

Boone County, located in Belvidere Township,

and was engaged in farming until his death. He
had married Catherine Allen, a native of Cherry

Valley, N. Y., and who now lives in Belvidere.

A family of eleven children have been granted

our subject a'nd his wife, namel}-: Sarah, Esther,

Alice, Charles, William, Mabel, Frank, Archibald,

Bertha, Ida and Hazel. Mr. Swail is liberal in his

religious views, while his wife and three daughters

are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

He is a Democrat in i)olitics and actively' interested

in all township affairs. He was engaged in general

farming for about twenty years, then finding that

he could realize handsome returns from raising

vegetables, he has since been extensively engaged

in that branch of agriculture. Ilis farm is ple.is-

antl}- located three and one-half miles from Belvi-

dere and is improved and operated in a manner

which indicates the enter[irise of its owner.

"iJlOIIN H.LARSON is a representative and

well-to-do farmer and stock-raiser of Win-

nebago County, residing on section 35?

' Guilford Township. That farm h.as been

his home for live years but his residence in this

county covers a period of almost twenty. Like

many of his fellow-townsmen, he is of Swedish

birth. He was born in the province of Skona, on

the 12th of April, 1856, and in the usual manner

of farmer lads was reared to manhood, no event of

special importance occurring during his youth. In

company with his brother, Peter Larson, whose

sketch appears elsewhere in this work, he had

formed a desire to seek a home in the New World

and together the ^oung men crossed the Atlantic

to America. It was an imjKjrtant day for them

when the}' had thus determined, for they have here

met with prosperity and found pleasant homes.

They are active and energetic people, well deserv-

ing the success which has crowned their efforts.

As a companion and helpmate on life's journey

My. Larson chose Miss Anna G. Oberg, their union

being celebrated in Rockford. The lady was born

in Sweden, in 1863, and when quite j'oung came

with her parents to the United States, and located

in Rockford. A sketch of her father, John P.

Oberg, is given on another page of this work.

Mrs. Larson is the eldest living child of the famil}-.

.She was reared in Rockford, acquired her educa-

tion in the city schools and is an intelligent and

estimable lady, who has indeed proved a true help-

mate to her husband. Their union has been

blessed with five children, four of whom are yet

living: George II., Flora O., Grace M. R. and John.

Arthur A. died in childhood.

Mr. Larson began work in this country as n
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miner iu Marquette County, Mich., where he was

employed for eighteen months. At the expiration

of that time, he began farming in P'lint County,

Mich., and in the spring of 1873 came toRockford.

Since that time, he has been a resident of Winne-

bago County and has made farming his chief oc-

cupation iu this locality. About five 3'ears ago.

Vie purchased his present farm and now owns and

operates one hundred and twenty acres of valuable

land, which paj'S a golden tribute to the care and

cultivation he bestows upon it. His success in life

has all been due to his own efforts and his posses-

sions are as a monument to his thrift and enter-

prise. In connection with general farming, he

engages in stock-raising and is succeeding admir-

ably. Mr. Larson is recognized as a public-spir-

ited and progressive citizen and manifests a

commendable interest in all that pertains to the

welfare of the county and its upbuilding. In pol-

itics, he is a stalwart Republican, and himself and

wife are members of the First Lutheran Church.

W^
ARREN H. GRAVES. Since settling upon

the farm on section lo,Rockton Town-

ship, Winnebago County, Mr. Graves has

devoted himself assiduously to its cultivation, with

so much success that the estate is now one of the

best in the county. At the time of its purchase

for 12,100, it was improved by a small house and

thatched shed, and comprised a quarter of the sec-

tion, but the residence has been enlarged until it

is now a commodious and conveniently arranged

abode, while in 1883 a barn was erected, 42x60

feet in dimensions. The original purchase has

been added to until now the farm includes two

hundred and thirty-three acres, and the neat ap-

pearance of buildings and highly-cultivated soil

give evidence of the thrift and progressive spirit

of the owner.

Mr. Graves was born in Hoosick Falls, Rensse-

laer County, N. Y., October 29, 1839. There is no

definite record of the progenitors of this family

prior to David Graves, who was born of Englisli

parentage, October 5, 1728, and passed his entire

life in New England. His grandson, Timothy

Graves, engaged as a tiller of the soil in Connec-

ticut, where his son, also named Timothy, was

born, Januarv 1, 17.54. Tlie latter emigrated from

the Nutmeg State to New York in an early day,

and settled on a farm in Rensselaer County, where

his son, Timothy, .Jr., was born in August, 1803.

The mother of our subject was Frances, daugh-

ter of William and Jerusha (Rich) Thomas, and

was born November 1.5, 1810. She died March 4,

1849, leaving two children, our subject and Fran-

ces E., the widow of Charles Piatt, and a resident

of Wichita, Kan. Afterward, the father of our

subject was a second time married, choosing as his

wife Miss Margaret A., daughter of Jacob and

Christine Stover, of Pittstown, Rensselaer County,

N. Y. Mrs. Jlargaret A. Graves was descended

from German ancestors on her father's side, and

was born Februar}' 26, 1820. She became the wife

of Timothy Graves, Jr., November 6, 1851, and

unto them were born two children: Jacob A. and

Hattie A., the former a farmer residing on the old

homestead and the latter a teacher by profession.

Timothy Graves, Jr., died May 31, 1881, aged sev-

enty-eight j-ears. His widow resides on the old

homestead at Hoosick.

After gaining a good education in the academy

near his home, our subject left tlie parental roof

to respond to his country's call for defenders of

the old flag, and enlisting at Hoosick in June, 1861,

became a member of Company H, Thirtieth New
York Infantiy. In the first engagement of the reg-

iment, which was at the second Battle of Bull

Run, he was incapacitated for duty for three

months by having his left thumb shot off. At the

close of the term of service, he was honorably dis-

charged, in June, 1863, and returned to his home
in the Empire State. He got a pension of $8 per

month from the Government.

In the fall of 1866, Mr. Graves removed to Illi-

nois, and for a time was employed on the farm of

J. P. Farnsworth. January 21, 1867, he was mar-

ried to Miss Clara A. Farnsworth, who was born

in Eaton. Province of (^)uebec, September 27, 1832.

Her father, Samuel, died at the age of sixty-six

years, and her mother, whose maiden name was Tab-

itha Barlow, died in April, 1869, at the age of

seventy-four, leaving eight children, of whom Mrs.
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Graves is the youngest. Hon. John F. Farnsworth,

of Washington, D. C, a cousin of Mrs. Graves,

was a General in the late war, and a member of

Congress from St. Charles, 111., for ten j-ears. Gen.

E. ,T. Earnsworth, her second cousin, was a Briga-

dier-General in the Civil AYar, and was mortally

wounded at the battle of Gettysburg.

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Graves set-

tled on the farm where they still reside, and to the

improvement of which they have devoted their

energies. Thej- have two surviving children, and

lost two in infancy. Walter T., the only son, re-

ceived a good education at the academy, and is a

young man of sturdj' integritj- and unusual me-

chanical genius. Nettie C. is a student in the

Rocktou schools, and is an accomplished young

lady. Politically, Mr. Graves is a Republican.

He and his wife attend the Congregational Church,

although Mrs. Graves was reared in the Episcopal

faith. In addition to general farming, Mr. Graves

devoted considerable attention to stock-raising,

and is successful at that occupation. He usually

keeps fifteen or twenty cows on the place, and sells

the milk to the cheese factories. He is a man of

honor and commendable public spirit, and his posi-

tion is among the most progressive farmers of the

community.

"ft? AMES KELLY. To have the esteem of one's

I

fellowmen, and especially of those who know
you most intimatelj', is a worthy ambition

in the breast of any honorable man. We
may trulj- say that Mr. Kelly has attained this high

place, as he has held the office of Assessor of Cale-

donia Township, Boone County, for eighteen years.

He is well spoken of by all who know him and has

attained a broad and true friendship with manj-.

He engaged in agricultural pursuits on section 15,

Caledonia Township, and is one whose ability, en-

ergy and enterprise have made him prominent and

prosperous.

A native of Scotland, our subject was born

.July 17, 1825 in Argyleshire, while his father,

John, and his grandfather, James Kelly, were born

in Argyleshire. The grandfather of our subject

was a farmer and spent his entire life in his native

land, as also did his wife, who bore the name of

Eupliemia McDonald. John Kelly was reaied to

manhood in Scotland, where he was married and

followed farming until 1M52, when he emigrated to

the New World and located in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The maiden name of Iiis wife was Mary Kelly, also

a native of the same shire as was her husband, and

the daughter of Donald .and Barbara Kelly. She sur-

vived her husband many years and departed this

life at the home of her son, Duncan S., in Caledonia

Township, this count}-.

Our subject was the fourth in order of birth of

a large family of children, his brothers and sis-

ters being Barbara, Agnes, JIary, John, Jennette,

Charles, Jane, Duncan and Marion. He remained

in his native land until 1850, when in June of that

year he set sail from Glasgow on the vessel "Sarah"

and landed in New York after a voyage of five

weeks and six days. He went immediately to Ohio

and, locating in Washington County, commenced
working out on farms by the month. Being eco-

nomical, he saved his money and purchased two

hundred acres in Bel pro Township, which he oper-

ated until 1869, and then selling out came to this

township, and engaged in farming on his own land

until 1886, since which time he has resided on his

estate one-half mile east of the village. He is retired

from active work of any kind on the farm and

gives his attention to his official duties.

In 1857, Mr. Kelly and Miss Elizabeth Brown
were united in marriage. The lady, who was born

in Kintyre, Scotland, was the daughter of John

and Ellen Brown, and died January 17, 1858.

November 28, 1860, our subject and Miss Ellen J.,

daughter of Joseph Potter,were united in marriage.

The lady was born in Belpre Township, Washing-

ton County, Ohio, while her father was born in

New England. Mr. Potter was a blacksmith but

after coming to Stark County, 111., engaged in farm-

ing until his decease. The maiden name of his

wife was Sarah Cunningham; she died March 6,

1884.

By our subject's union with Miss Potter four

children were born: Elizabeth, Charles, Mary and

pjlla L. The eldest is the wife of Clement Clark,

and has one daughter named Eva Ella. The family
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of our subject are all members of the Willow Creek

Presbyterian Churcli. In politics, he is a Republican

and is well fitted to occupy the prominent positions

of which he has been the incumbent.

ENECA ASHTON. It is no doubt owing

in a great measure to Mr. Ashton 's Quaker

ancestors that he is indebted for his gifts

of frugality, industry, and uprightness, as

well as many other estimable qualities, which have

gathered around him much that makes life enjoy-

able. He was born in Livingston County, N. Y., .Tan-

uary 29, 1830, and is one of eight children, all but

one now living, born to the marriage of fSidnej' Ash-

ton, Sr., and Miss Eliza Downs. The father was born

in the Keystone State and there resided for many
years, but subsequently moved to the Empire .State

and from tliere to. Illinois, where his death occurred

when eighty-eight years of age. He came of old

Quaker stock and was a man of quiet, dignified

habits, and one who held the esteem of all. His

wife was born in Vermont and moved with her

husband to New York, where her death occurred

wlien but fifty-six years of age. Slie was also

highlj' respected.

Of the children born to this worthy couple nearly-

all selected agricultural pursuits as their occupation

in life. Seneca Ashton is no exception to this rule

and is well posted on all matters relating to tilling

the soil. He remained under the parental roof

until he had reached mature years, and on the 6th

of February, 1852, he was wedded to Miss Elizabeth

Miller, who was born in Livingston County, N.

Y., .June 11th, 1831. Her parents, Barkley and

Catherine (Smith) Miller, were natives of the Jer-

sey State, but after marriage moved to New York

State, where they passed the closing scenes of their

lives, the father dying at the age of sixty-seven

and the mother when eighty-three years of age.

They were the parents of ten children, all of whom
grew to mature 3'ears, and most of whom became

tillers of the soil. Mrs. Ashton 's Grandfather and

Grandmother Smith were natives of New Jersey,

and there died when extremely old people.

Mr. and Mrs. Ashton 's happy union was blessed

by the birth of one child, a son, Like M., whose

birth occurred in Livingston County, N. Y., Jan-

uary 15, 1854. The latter was reared in his native

State, received his education there, and in Boone

County was married to Miss Augusta P. Allen,

daughter of A. H. Allen (see sketch). To this union

has been born a son, Kay L., who was but an infant

when his mother died. R.-iy Ashton was born in

Boone County, 111., on the 13th of January,

1884, and is a bright, intelligent lad.

After his marriage, Mr. Ashton remained in New
York State until 1875, when he sold out and came to

Illinois. He bought his present farm of one hundred

acres with improvements, and on this he has made
his home up to the present time. He is ambitious

and enterprising and has accumulated sufficient to

render his future years comfortable and free from

all worry or care. In politics, Mr. Ashton and son

affiliates with the Democratic party, and his first

Presidential vote was cast for James Buchanan. Mr.

Ashton had two uncles in the War of 1812, and

both drew pensions until their deaths.

RSON TRUMAN, one of the prominent con-

tractors and builders of Rockford, was born

in the town of Wort, Allegany County, N.

Y., June 21, 1840, and is the son of John Truman,

who also hailed from the p]mpire State. The lat-

ter-named gentleman was a blacksmith by trade,

and later was engaged in the manufacture of edged

tools. After his marriage, he settled in Wirt, Al-

legany County, where he prosecuted his trade un-

til 1845, then accompanied by his wife and seven

children, he started for the Territory of Wisconsin.

On making his home in the Badger State, the

father of our subject purchased a tract of land in

Lima Township, Rock County, for which he paid

$3.33 per acre. Twenty broken acres and a log

house constituted the only improvements of the

place, the rest of the land, excepting a small marsh,

being timber. The family took up their abode in

the rude cabin, and the father at once set about

the improvement of his property. The country

round about was very sparsel^^ settled, and as the
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greater portion of the land was still owned by the

Government, Mr. Truman entered a large tract ad-

joining his farm. He erected a blacksmith shop,

and, in addition to superintending the operations

of the farm, worked at his trade until 1852, when,

the railroad being completed, the station was placed

on his farm, and he appointed its agent. The

place was named Lima, and there Mr. Truman re-

sided until his decease.

Our subject's mother was known in her maiden-

hood as Maria Holcomb; she was also a native of

New York. Orson, of this sketch, was a lad of five

years when his parents removed to Wisconsin,

where he was reared and educated. He aided his

father in developing the home farm and in the

shop, and on the death of the father succeeded

him as station agent, in which position he con-

tinued until 1864.

In August of the above-named year, our sul»ject

enlisted in Company G, Thirty-eightli "Wisconsin

Infantry. Joining his regiment before Petersburg,

he served in the First Brigade, First Division,

Ninth Corps of the Army of the Potomac, with

which he remained until the close of the war. Then

marching to "Washington, D. C, he participated in

the Grand Review, and was honorably discharged

at Camp Randall, Madison, "Wis. Mr. Truman at

once returned to Lima, and for one year was en-

gaged in the produce business. At the end of

that time he went to Muskegon, Mich., where he re-

mained onlj' a few months, however. Again mak-

ing his home in Lima, our subject commenced work

at the trade of a carpenter, at which he was en-

gaged until March, 1869, when he went to Iowa and

lived until the fall of that 3'ear, thence coming to

Rockford,and continuing as a journeyman in that

city until 1873. Mr. Truman then formed a partner-

ship with L. H. Child; tliey continued as carpenters

and builders together for three years, since which

time our subject has carried on the business suc-

cessfully alone, and has been instrumental in erect-

ing some of the iinest residences and business blocks

in Rockford.

Miss Adeline D., daughter of M. A. and Ljdia

Child, was married to our subject, February 14,

1862. To them have been born six children, two

of whom are deceased; those living are Effie M.,

"Willis C, Mina E. and Harry C. A Republican in

politics, our subject cast his lirst vote for Abraham
Lincoln. .Sociall\', he is a member of Forest City

Lodge No. 12, A. O. V. W.

F,Li> P. NELSON, who is engaged in gen-

eral farming on section 2, New Milford

i^ Township, "Winnebago County, claims

Sweden as the land of his birth. He was born

.January 25, 1851, and is a son of Nels and Ida

(.Johnson) Parsons, who were farming peoi)le.

Tliey lost three sons in childhood. Tlie ciiildren

who grew to mature years were Peter, Anna, Ida,

Carrie, .John and Andrew.

Our subject acquired a good education in his

native land, and was reared in the usual manner

of farmer lads. He left home at the age of fifteen

years, and began to make his own way in the

world. On attaining his majority, he bade good-

liye to his native land, and in October, 1872,

crossed the broad Atlantic, landing in New Yoik»

whence he came at once to Rockford. In

this county he worked by the month on a farm

for Charles Shirley, and for five years was eni-

ploj'ed in that capacity for different farmers of

the neighborhood. He was then employed for two

years bj' Allen Needhani. Becoming acquainted

with Miss Mary, the daughter of his employer,

their acquaintance ripened into love, and in Feb-

luary, 1878, they were united in marriage. Her

parents, Allen and Eunice (Lombard) Needliam,

were natives of Massachu.setts, whence the}' re-

moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where they resided

for about five years, when in 1856 tlu-y came to

Rockford.

The young couple began tlieir domestic life

upon a rented farm in Boone County, where they

resided for two years, after which Mr. Nelson op-

erated a part of his father-in-law's farm. In 1881,

he made liis first purchase of land, becoming the

owner of eighty acres in New Milford Township, a

part of his present farm. Two years later, he bought

an additional eiglity acres, paying $8,000 for the

quarter section. Since that time, he has devoted

his entire energies to its cultivation and improve-
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ment. He is engaged in general farming, but sells

nothing except rye, feeding his crops to his cattle,

hogs and horses. He keeps on hand fiom fifteen

to eighteen cows, and sells the milk to Roekford

dealers. lie is an iiidiistriou>> and enter|)rising

man, sagacious and economical, and l\v his own
efforts has worked his way upward to a position

among the substantial farmci's of the community.

Unto l\Ir. and Mrs. Nelson lia\-c been born six

children, three sons and llircc daughters: Frances,

born December 18, 187«; Anna, .January 0, 1881

;

Plunice M., March 11, ISSf; Roy, Aiiril 19, 1886;

Wilbur, April 20, l.s,s,S; and Dwight, September

11,1831. The daughters are all in school, and

are (piite |irollcicnt in tlieii' studies, and Frances

is studying nuisic. Mr. Nelson is a friend to edu-

(•.ati(]n, and to all Miat can benefit and upbuild the

coniiiiunity. In p<.)litics, he is independent, hold-

ing himself free to sui)port whoever he pleases, re-

gardless of |iarty alliliations, .and at the last elec-

tion was the oidy man in New Milford Township
to vote for the Labor candidate. His life has been

well an<l worthily spent in the faithful discharge

of tlu' duties devolving uiion him. and he is

highly esteemed for his sterling worth.

/^ ALEB ALLP:N .STARR. This gentleman

(|( needs little introduction to the people of

^•g^-^ Winnebago Count^^ as he has been a resi-

dent of the county since April, 1855. He is uni-

versally popular in both social and business circles

in Durand where he is the owner of a well-equipped

drug store and is possessed of the energy and

enterprise which seldom fail to win. lie was

born in Decrfield, Franklin County, Mass., March

3, 1822, and is a son of Oliver and Lavina (Allen)

Starr, natives respectively of Middletown, Conn.,

and Decrfield, Mass.

In 1632, Dr. Comfort Starr came from Engl.and,

and, settling in Boston, founded the Starr family

in the United States. The grandfather of our

subject, William Starr, was a soldier in the Revo-

lutionary AVar and in early life was a ship carpen-

ter and later followed the occui)ation of a miller.

He removed from Middletown, Conn., to Green-

field, Mass., and after making his home there

twelve years, became a resident of Decrfield, that

State, where his decease occurred when in his

seventy-fourth year.

The father of our subject was born in 1791 and

was three 3'ears of age when his parents removed

to the Bay State. He was reared to the occupation

of a miller by his father and later learned the

trade of a d3^er and clothes-presser. In 1855, he

came to Illinois, and in Laona Township, this

county, settled on a farm, where his decease occurred

when seventy-nine years of age; his good wife,

who bore him four children, was seventj'-seven

years of age when called hence.

The brother and sisters of oiu- subject were

Oliver, Eliza A. and Eunice. Eliza A. makes her

home in Chicago, where she is an artist and

also a literary character. She became a Cath-

olic when quite young and is recognized as a

noted writer in works published by that body.

Eunice A. became the wife of C. W. AY. Wellington

and makes her home in Chicago with her sister.

Oliver died when fifteen ^ears of age. Caleb A.

Starr of this sketch was reared to farm pursuits and

received his primary education in the district

schools, which was supplemented by an attendance

at an academj-. For five years he was engaged as

a sailor, at one time going to Calcutta.

On leaving the sea, Mr. Starr engaged in farming

in the Baj^ State, and in 1848 was married to

Susan G. Childs, the daughter of Samuel and Electa

(Gates) Childs, and a native of Decrfield, Mass.

In 1855, our subject came West and in partnership

with his father purchased a farm of one hundred

acres in Laona Township, Winnebago Count}-,

which he operated for twent3'-two j'cars. He then

came to Durand, and engaging in the drug business,

has since represented that trade in this State.

AVilliam AV. Starr, the eldest son of our subject,

was born in Decrfield, Mass., .Tanuary 9, 1851. He
was four years of age when lirought to the Prairie

State b}' his p.arents, and passed his early life in

Laona Township, this county, where he attended

the common schools. In 1870, he went to Chicago

and took drawing lessons under the instruction of

his aunt, Eliza A. Starr. Two years later, he went
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to Boston and attended the Lowell Institute of

Art, where he remained for about six years. He
then accompanied his aunt on a tour through

Europe, spending about one year in Rome, studying

the old masters.

Returning to the United States, William W. Starr

became a crayon artist in Grand Rapids, Mich.,

which business he followed for two jears. In 1880,

he went back to Chicago, where he also prosecuted

that branch of his art, very soon, however, resum-

ing modeling, which study he began in Boston and

pursued in Rome. In 1889, he came to Duraud,

since which time he has given his whole attention

to his work as a sculptor. He has made a bust of

Henry M. Wilraarth, of Chicago; a bust of Dr. N.

S. Davis, of that city, and reliefs of Dr. Brajnard

and wife, who also make their home in tlie Garden

City.

Mary H. Starr, the second child of our subject,

is Mrs. Charles M. Blaisdell, of Chicopee, Mass.

She is also a portrait artist, and in pursuit of her

study has traveled over the continent of Europe,

spending two years in Paris. The second daughter,

Ellen G., is one of the founders of the Hull House,

a well-known benevolent institution in Chicago.

She has also visited Europe. The youngest child

of our subject, Albert C, is engaged in the cotton-

broking business with his brother-in-law in Chicopee,

Mass. He was a member of the first class that

passed the examination under the new pharmacy

law at Chicago.

Our subject in early life a Whig, now casts his

vote in favor of the Republican candidates.

—:—

=
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OHN SCHAD, who carries on agricultural

pursuits in Cherry Valley Township, Win-

nebago County, was born on the 6th of

January, 1822, in Bavaria, Germany, and is

a son of Erederick .and Catheriua (Koch) Schad.

The family numbered eight children, five sons and

three daughters. The father died March 6, 1841,

at the age of forty-six years, and the mother was

called to her final rest in December, 1850. Mr.

Schad, our subject, was a conscript soldier in the

German army for fourteen years. He entered the

service at the .age of twenty-two, and was suc-

ceeded by his son Max. Ills pay was ten cents per

day while a private, but he was promoted to the

rank of Eirst Sergeant, and received thirty cents.

A photograph of him taken at the age of thirty-

three shows him to be a very young-looking man.

His military coat bears all the badges of his pro-

motion from the rank of Corporal to Sergeant. He

never participated in war, as his service was din-

ing a period of peace.

In March, 1858, Mr. Schad was united in mar-

riage with Paulina Schmidt, of Augsljurg. daughter

of Powell and Johanna (Klein) Schmidt. Tliey

were married on his leaving the army, and at once

sailed for America from Hamburg on the 1st <if

Ma.y of that 3'ear. Their voyage was a tem|iestu

ous one. One storm lasted from Sunday night to

the following Erid.ay noon, and they were driven

back three hundred miles. After forty-two days

spent upon the briny deep, they arrived at Xew
York Cit}' on the 14th of June, and a week later

started for Rockford, where we find them on the

28th of the same month. They commenced keep-

ing house on the Cherry Valley road, now Charles

Street, of Rockfor ', near Second Avenue, and dur-

ing that year Mr. Schad bought a lot on Third

Avenue. He built them a snug little home on

that lot, which is now occupied by fine brick Hats,

and there they resided until ISIarcli, 186;!, when

the3' removed to a farm of eighty acres in iS'ew

Milford Township, Mr. Schad operating the same

for five years upon shares. Having in the mean-

time accumulated some capital, he then pvuch.ased

eighty acres of land in Ogle County, which he oper-

ated for eleven years, when he traded it for his pres-

ent home on sections 4 .and 5, Cherry Vallej' Town-

ship, a farm of one hundred and forty acres, highly

improved and cultivated. He carries on general

farming, and is quite successful. His wife is con-

sidered one of the finest butter-makers in the

county. They do not have a large dairy, but

keep on hand about six cows, and have made as

high as twelve hundred pounds of butler per year.

Mr. and Mrs. Schad have seven children, but

Paulina, a young lady of eighteen years, is now

the only one at home. One son, William, resides

in Rockford. They also lost one son, Frank, who
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died at the age of two years. The parents are

members of the Cerman Lutheran Church. Mr.

Sehad is indei)enrtent in poh'ties, \'otino- for the

man wliom lie tliinks host quahlied for the otlice.

regardless of iM,rty aHiliations. lie Is an intelli-

gent and well-informed man, a valuecl citi/.en. and

has the high regard t)f those with whmn he has

been brougiit in contaet.

•i- •$••$• •{•'>> '^•5* •!'•$••$•
Î
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^tlOHN ISROOKS, who is engaged in mixed

farming in Spring 'rouiisliip. Ikxine County,

was horn in Somersetshire, Kngland, April

_ "i. IK21. Ills |)art'Hts, James and Ann
(Cole) UrooUs, were also natives of that shire,

where they died at the icspective ages of eighty-

five and seventy years. The parental family in-

cluded eight children, two of whom are still living

in England.

Our subject was married in his native country,

January 22, 1857, to Eliza Price, who died in this

county, June .3, 1870, after having liecome the

jnother of four children, two of whom are living:

Robert P. is mairied, and the father of two chil-

dren; the daughter, Minnie J., is married and also

has two children. Mr. Brooks took for his second

wife Mrs. M. Hathaway, their marriage being cele-

brated November 29, 1877; she died in 1887 in

her sixtieth year.

The present wife of our suliject was formerly Mrs.

Lucena R. Sprague, a sister of Thomas Farley, in

whose sketch the family history will be found. Mrs.

Brooks' first marriage occurred in November, 1874,

with Mr. Austin G. Sprague, who was born in

Ohio. His- decease occurred in 1863, while a mem-
ber of Compan}' D, Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantr}-.

By that marriage she became the mother of four

children, namely: Charles A., Ella D., LottaL. and

James A.

After leaving England, our subject spent three

years in Australia, and in the spring of 1857

came to America and almost directly to Spring-

Township, this county, where he purchased eighty

acres of land. His estate now includes two hun-

dred finely improved acres, upon which he has

erected some of the finest farm buildings to be

found in the county, not the least among which is

his comfortable residence. His wife went West in

an early day, and took up a quarter-section of

hind in Ford County, Kan. Her son and daugh-

ter also entered land, upon which they resided one

year. The children liorn to our subject by his

first marriage were educated in the Lawrence

(Kan.) University.

Mr. Brooks has traveled extensively, and has

visited almost every country on the globe. "With

his wife, he is a member of the Baptist Church, in

which denomination he has been Deacon for a num-

ber of yearl. In politics, he is a believer in and

supports the principles of the Republican party,

but aside from casting his vote during elections,

is not interested in polities. While residing in

Australia, he worked in the gold mines, and specu-

lated in fruits. He has also visited South America

and made a fourteen thousand mile trip on a slow

sailing-vessel.

Mr. Brooks is what may be termed a self-made

man, as his present handsome property is the result

of his early years of persistent industry and wise

investments. Aside from carrying on his farm, he

owns stock in a creamery. His present beautiful

residence was erected in 1880, and is finished in a

manner which indicates its inmates to be peojile f)f

means and culture.

-S3^+^1

jj^^ AMUEL JONES, deceased, is a native of St

^^^ Lawrence Count}-, N. Y., his birth occur--

|ll/_jj) ring April 13, 1821. He was a son of

.lolm and Nancy Jones, the former of

whom came from England to the United States

when our suliject was an infant of two years. Set-

tling at once in Canada, he resided thereuntil emi-

grating to the States about 1847, at which time he

made his home in Rockford, where his death oc-

curred January 11,1892.

The mother of our suliject, whose maiden name

was Nancy Eldridge, was a native of Rhode Island,

and also departed this life while residing in Rock-

ford. Samuel remained at home until twenty-

seven years of age, when, being a fine workman, he

was engag-ed in building railroad bridges. In 1841,
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he entered a tract of laud containing one hundred

and sixty acres, which he brought to a good state

of cultivation and made a permanent location

upon in 1853.

The lady to whom our subject was married, June

16, 1853, was Miss Adelia Campbell, and her birth

occurred March 31, 1827. She was the daughter

of David and Sarah Campbell, natives of Franklin

County, Yt., who, in 1836, took the trip to Indiana,

accompanied by his wife and eleven children.

There Mr. Campbell lived until 1837, when he

became a resident of Guilford Township, this

county. He had purchased a squattel-'s claim of

three hundred acres, upon which he erected a log

cabin, and there the family resided for the follow-

ing six or seven j-ears, and there the mother died.

The father of Mrs. Jones followed the occupation

of a farmer, and was thus enabled to reap a hand-

some income. He died previous to his wife.

Of the ten children born to our subject and his

wife, seven are living: Viola E., Mrs. R. H. Hench,

has four children; Almina J., who is married to

William Johns, has two children; George S., who

is married, is the father of four children; Frank C.

is the next in order of birth; Delia R., Mrs. Fred

D. Teachout, has two children; William A. and

Mar}% are at home. Mrs. Jones still resides on the

old homestead which is operated by her son, Will-

iam A. Two of her brothers fought in the Union

Army, one of whom, John, died at St. Louis.

Hiram, now deceased. Our subject was a firm ad-

herent of the Republican party, in politics, and in

church matters was a devoted member of the Con-

gregational Church.

"ir'AMF^ IIIXKLEY, deceased, was for man}^

years a prominent resident of Rockford.

lie was born in Posey County, Ind.,Novem-

_ ber 19, 18211, and was descended from an

old and i)roniinent New England family, to which

ex-Gov. Hinkley of Massachusetts belonged. Otis

Hinkley, the father of our subject, was a na-

tive of Cape Cod. Mass., and when a young man
emigrated AVestward, settling in Indiana, where

he married Eliza Henderson, a southern lady. She

died in Posey County in middle life, and ]\Ir. Hink-

ley afterward married an English lady, who sur-

vived him some years. She was an intelligent

woman of marked character, and was held in

high esteem by all. The father of our subject died

in I'osey Countj^ Ind., when well advanced in life.

In politics, he was a Democrat and a strong oppo-

nent of slavery.

James Hinkley, of thissketch, spent his boyhdod

days upon his father's farm, and before he liad

attained his majority, fitted out an ox-team and

crossed the plains to California in 1849. After

six months of travel, he arrived at his destination

and spent three years in the mines, returning by

way of the Isthmus with considerable experience

but not much gold. He then gave his attention

to agricultural pursuits and on the 9th of Novem-
ber, 1856, was married in Posey Count}^ near his

old home, to Miss Harriet Andrews, who was born

in that county, October 8, 1832, and is a daughter

of Anson and Elizabeth (Butler) Andrews, natives

of Connecticut and Massachusetts, respectively.

Their wedding, however, was celebrated in Posey

County, whither they had removed when young.

Mr. Andrews there purchased Government land

from which he developed a farm, making it his

home throughout the remainder of his life. He
passed awaj' at the age of seven t}' years. In poli-

tics, he was a Whig and later an Abolitionist. His

wife afterward came to Rockford and died at the

home of her son, John Andrews, when past the age

of three-score years.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hinkle}- were liorn six chil-

dren, but two are now deceased: George, who died

in childhood, and Ella, a graduate of the High

School of this city, who died at the age of eighteen.

Anson, who wedded Allie W. Meech, of Rockford,

is now engaged in fruit growing in Washington

County, III.; Arthur, who married Harriet Hinkley,

is operating the canning factory of this cit3'; H.

Otis is a successful florist of Rockford, and Ralph

W. is a stenographer and ty|)e-writer of this

city.

Mr. and Mrs. Hinkley began their domestic life

upon a farm in Indiana, where they resided for two

years, when they came to Illinois. After two years
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spent iu Washington County, near Dubois, they

came to Rockfoid and purchased propertj- in the

city limits. Mr. Hinkley engaged in fruit grow-

ing until he became connected with the Arm of

Upson & Skinner in the canning business. He was

afterward in partnership with his brother-in-law,

John Andrews, and subsequently became sole pro-

prietor. He put up goods of a superior order and

in this business met with splendid success. Mr.

Hinkley was a straightforward, upright man and

was recognized as one of the valued citizens of

Rockford. His integrity was above question and

he had the respect of all who knew him. He died

while on a visit to his son Anson, in Washington

County, January 8, 1891, at the age of sixt^'-two

years. His wife is still living at the old home.

She is a most estimable lady and has many
friends throughout this eomnninity.

"~ AMKS PORTKR. This gentleman, tliough

born across the ocean, was one of the early

pioneers of AVinnebago County, having been

a resident here for half a century. He has

given the best efforts of his life to agricultural

pursuits, and as a reward for his industry has a

splendid farm of two hundred and forty acres on

section 6. He has won his way to his present hon-

orable station in life without the aid of wealth or

influential friends, and is consequently a self-made

man.

Our subject w.as born in Banffshire, Scotland,

April 24, 1817, and is a son of James and Jane

(Gregcr) Porter, natives also of Scotland. The
father departed this life in his n.ative laiid in 1844,

soon after which our subject emigrated to Amer-

ica with his mother; she died at his home two j'ears

later. Our subject was one of two children born

to his parents; his sister Isabella became the wife

of Alexander Milne, and makes her home in Bur-

ritt Township, this county'.

James Porter was reared and educated in his na-

tive shire. Having heard glowing accounts of the

New World, he decided to emigrate hither, and set

sail April 1.5, 1843, on the steamer "Anna Mary."

After a tedious voyage of live weeks and one day.

(^

he landed on American shores, and came directly

to Illinois via the.St. Lawrence River and Lake On-

tario to Rochester, thence by way of the Lakes to

Chicago, where he procured a team which conveyed

him to Winnebago County. At that time this sec-

tion was sparsely settled, the greater portion of

the land being still owned by the Government.

Deer and other wild game were plentiful, and al-

though the markets were far dist.ant, the e.arly set-

tlers did not suffer for fresh meats.

Our subject made a claim to a tract of Govern-

ment land, which is now included in his present

farm. There he erected a log house and com-

menced to work at clearing and improving his

farm. There being no railroads in this vicinitj-

for years, he hauled the products of his farm to

market to Chicago with a team. The old log caliin

has since given way to a beautiful stone residence,

and also a stone barn, which add greatly to the

attractiveness of the estate. His farm is beauti-

fully located just five miles from Rockford, and

bears all the improvements which stamp it to be in

possession of a man of progressive ideas, and means

to carry them out.

Barbara Kirton became the wife of our subject

in 1843. She was born in Aberdeenshire, Scot-

land, and by her union with our subject has be-

come the mother of two children, James and Mar-

garet. In their church relations, Mr. and Mrs.

Porter are active and influential members of the

First Presbyterian Church. Our subject has been

very successful in his farm work, and secured a

competence as a product of personal industry and

good judgment put forth in a field wisely selected.

4^ ^
OBERT GRENLUND, a practical and en-

terprising farmer and stock-raiser, who
owns and operates sixty acres of well-im-

proved land on section 27, Guilford Town-
lup, Winnebago County, was born in Wester

Gothland, Sweden, February 26, 1849. His parents

never left their native land. His father, Peter

Anderson, there followed the occupation of farm-

ing until his death, which occurred at the age of

sixty-nine years, having survived his wife some
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time. She bore the maiden name of Sarah EysriU

and died at the age of fifty-two. With the Lu-

theran Church that worthy couple held member-

ship. In the family were two daughters and

two sons: Sophia, wife of John Lind, a farmer of

Pecatonica; Carrie, wife of E. Medine,a resident of

Moline, 111.; and John, now deceased.

In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject

spent his childhood days under the parental roof,

and when a young man of nineteen years he bade

good-b}-c to home and friends and crossed the At-

lantic to America. This was in the fall of 1868.

He sailed from Gottenburg to Hull, England,

thence to Liverpool, and crossing the briny deep

landed at New York Cit}'. He came on at once to

Illinois, locating in Winnebago County, joining

his brother John, who had previously located here.

For some time, he made his home in Rockford and

did work as a farm hand through the county. He
afterward worked in the furniture factories of that

city and after sixteen years, in 1886, purchased his

present farm with the capital he had saved from his

earnings. In connection with the cultivation of

his own land, he also operates other lands adjoin-

ing his farm. His land is under a high state of

cultivation and well improved with good buildings

such as are necessary for the care of his stock and

grain, and which are found upon a model farm.

Mrs. Grenlund bore the maiden name of Au-

gusta Bodine. She was a native of Sweden and

was reared in the same locality as her husband.

With her parents and other members of the fam-

ily she came to the United States in 1869, lo-

cating upon a farm. E. P. and Katie Bodine, her

father and mother, spent their last days in Rock-

ford, the former dying at the age of fifty-five

jears and the mother in her seventieth year. They

were upright, honorable people, highl}' respected

by all and were members of the Lutheran Church.

The wife of our subject is the only member of the

family now living. Her only sister, Anna, became

the wife of John Grenlund and died in 1886. The
union of our subject and his wife has beeu blessed

with foui children: August E., who aids his father

in the work of the farm; Godfred L., who is clerk-

ing for the Union Drug Company- of Rockford; and

Emilj-S. and Joseph, who are at home. The parents

are both members of the First Lutheran Church of

Rockford, and in politics, Mr. Grenlund is a

Republican. He has served as School Director for

liis district, and is a man well and favorably

known in the communitv where ho resides.

(i[ IfclLLlAM SLATKK, wl

\/-J// eral merchandising in

VW born in England, in 1

ILLIAM SLATER, who is engaged in gen-

in Cherry ^'allev, was

1824, and is a son of

John and Mary (Nixon) Slater. His father was a

manufacturer of brick. Our subject went to sea at

the age of fourteen years on a merchantman and

sailed from London to v^arious ports in Russia,

Australia and the East and West Indies. He made

three voyages to the United States, two to Quebec

and one to St. John, New Brunswick. After four-

teen years spent upon the high seas, he sailed from

his native land at the age of twenty-seven to New
York, accompanied by his wife .and one son.

INIr. Slater was married in 1850 to Sarah Proctor,

daughter of Henry Proctor. They had an event-

ful voyage and arrived in Rockford on May 15,

1853. They had no definite destination, but as the

railroad terminated there they stopped at that

place and began housekeeping at once. In that

city, they resided for five j-ears, during which time

Mr. Slater was in the employ of the old Galena

Railroad as watchman. In the spring of 1858, he

came to Cheny Valley in the employ of the rail-

road company as bridge tender and built a small

house on railroad lands. After ten years he

opened a saloon, which he carried on for four

years, when he quit that business and converted

the buildings which he had erected in 1870 into a

grocery store. A partnership was then formed

with his eldest son and for twenty-two years this

has been the leading grocery house of Cherry Val-

ley. In 1880, they added a stock of dry-goods,

boots and shoes, hats, caps and clothing. Their

stock is valued at ¥i 10,000 and their annual sales

amount to at least $30,000.

In 1860, Mr. Slater was called upon to mourn

the loss of his wife, who died in the spring of that

jear, leaving two children: William J., who mar-
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ried Pheiie Hale, daughter of Squire Hale, one of

the pioneers of Clierr}' Valle}-, wlio died many years

ago. He is liis fatlier's partner in business and is

an enterprising man. Tlie otlier son, Henry P.,

lias for the past five years resided in tlie West and

is now in Salt Lake City, Utah. One daugliter died

in in fane}' in Rocliford.

Mr. Slater w.as again married, his second union

being with Emma Proctor, his first wife's sister.

They had seven children but liave lost one son,

Arthur, who died at the age of seven 3ears. The

living are Fred, Charles; Sarah, wife of Dan
Packard, of Cherry Valley; Amelia, Jessie, wife of

Mart Fuller, of P^nglewood, 111.; and Emma com-

pletes the family. The children have all received

good educational advantages and the family is one

widely and favorably known in this community,

its members being held in high esteem. In [loli-

tics. Mr. Slater has been a life-long Republican and

his eldest son has for nine years liccn the Town
Treasurer of tlie school fund.

.'JOSEPH S. DAVIS was numbered among the

honored pioneers of the eount}\ He was

engaged in farming on section 11, Guilford

Township, where he owned and operated

eighty acres of valuable land. It was once a tira-

be ed tract, but through the industry of the owner

it has been transformed into a rich and fertile farm,

now under a high state of cultivation, supplied

with a good set of farm buildings and highly im-

proved.

Our subject was l)orn near London, Canada,

and was the sixth child of Thaddeus and Cath-

erine (Kirkland) Davis, whose sketch appears else-

where in this work. Joseph was a lad of but

twelve 3'ears when he came with his parents to Illi-

nois. He remembers well many incidents of the

long and ttdions journey made across the country

with teams. The famil}- arrived in Rockford,

July 6, 1839. At that time, the greater part of

the land was still owned by the Government, deer

and other wild game were very plentiful, and the

work of civilization seemed scarcely liegun. With
the family, Mr. Davis shared in the experiences

and hardships of frontier life. He resided with his

father, assisting him on the farm until he attained

his majority, when he began earning his own live-

lihood, working by the month as a farm land. For

four years, he devoted his energies to that occupa-

tion and then began learning the carpenter's trade,

which he followed for three years. Subsequently,

he purchased eight}' acres of land on section 11,

Guilford Township, and began farming on his own
account. In 18G;S, he i)urchased the farm on which

he now resides and, as before stated, has made it

very valuable. He is a successful agriculturist, a

man of good business ability and his success is the

just reward of his own efforts.

Mr. Davis was married, June 1, 1870, to Mrs.

Almira Manning, daughter of lleman Campbell, a

native of Vermont, and a son of David Campbell,

who emigrated from the Green Mountain State to

Illinois in 183U, and became one of the first set-

tlers of Guilford Township. He secured a tract of

Government land on section 24, and began the

development of the farm, on which he made his

home until his death. He married Sarah Jones and

she also spent her last days on the old homestead.

The father of Mrs. Campbell was reared in Xev-

mont and there made his home until 1836, when
he removed to Indiana. A year later, he came to

Illinois and purchased a claim in DurancI Town-
ship, Winnebago Count}', the improvements on

which consisted of a log cabin. Tiiat house was

the birthplace of Mrs. Davis. After living there

for a short time, Mr. Campbell traded that farm for

a tract of timber and prairie land in the same

township, from which he developed a fine farm.

He also erected good buildings, made many other

imjirovements, and there resided until his death on

the 24th of August, 1884.

Almira Campbell first became the wife of Charles

IManiiing, who was born near London, in the Pro-

vince of Ontario, Canada, and was a son of Joseph

J. and Catherine (Swart) Manning. He came to

Winnebago County with his parents, and for a time

was engaged in the mercantile business at Cherry

^'alley. At the time of his death in 1864, he was

clerking in Belvidere. Mr. and Mrs. Manning had

two children: Lee, who died at the age of fourteen

years; and Mary, who is now the wife of Alfred
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Purdy, and the mother of two children: Belle and

Bertha. Mr. and Mrs. Davis have one son living,

p;iino. Their first-born, Earl, died at tlie age of

eighteen years.

In his political afflliations, Mr. Davis was a Re-

publican and had served as Township Collector

and School Director. He had always taken au

interest in educational affairs, and was a public-

spirited and progressive citizen, who gave his sup-

port to every thing pertaining to the welfare of

the community. He had the confidence and high

regard of all with whom he had come in contact

and was one of the prominent early settlers of the

count}-. Mr. Davis departed this life May 20,

1892.

^^^P:oRGE STEVENS, one of the well-to-do

ml ,-_ farmers, and a progressive citizen of New

^^]5j Milford Township, Winnebago County, re-

siding on section 31, is a native of Boston, Mass.

He was born on the 18th of March, 1856, and at

the age of four 3'ears was brought by his parents

to Illinois, the family settling near his present

home. In the usual manner of farmer lads, he was

reared to manhood, and has followed agricultural

pursuits almost continuously since. At the age of

twentj'-two years, he was united in marriage to

Miss Abbie Rothwell, daughter of William and

Nancy (Bartleman) Rothwell, who was born .June

31, 1859, and was reared in this neighborhood.

Her father was born in Kisliwaukee, Eebruar}' 19,

1838, and was one of the first native settlers of

this localitv; his parents came from Massachusetts

to Winneb.ago County alx)Ut a year prior to his

birth.

Mr. and Mrs. Stevens began their domestic life

upon the farm of sixt}^ acres which is yet their

home, although it now comprises one hundred and

ninety four acres of valuable laud. Many excel-

lent improvements have also been there made and

a comfortable residence, good barns and other out-

buildings have been erected, including a milk

house, ice-house, etc. While these add to the value

and convenience of the place, they also stand as

monuments to the thrift and enterprise of the

owner. In connection with general farming, Mr.

Stevens is engaged in dairying, keeping from

twelve to fifteen cows for this purpose, sending

the cream to a neighboring shipper. He possesses

consider.able mechanical genius, and owns a port-

able engine, whicli he runs himself on his own
farm in shelling corn, grinding feed, sawing wood,

etc., and sometimes furnishes power for his neigh-

bors in manufacturing.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Stevens has been

blessed with three children, and the family circle

yet remains unbroken. Harry was born November

18, 1881; Clara B., February 21, 1885; and Alma,

January 21, 1891. The parents are both members

of the AVesleyan Methodist Church. In politics,

Mr. Stevens was a Rei)ublicau until his views on

the temperance question led him to join the ranks

of the Prohibition party. He has ever been a

stanch temperance worker, and is recognized as one

of the best temperance singers in this locality, his

inspiring songs along that line doing much for the

work. Viewed from a financial standpoint, also,

his life has been a decided success. He started

with very limited means, but by perseverance, in-

dustry and economy, and the assistance of his es-

timable wife, whom he recognizes as an efficient

helpmate, he has obtained a handsome competence,

his farm alone being worth at le.ast i!l5,000. In

addition to this, for the past two years, he has

dealt successfully in farm machinery. The farm on

which he resides is owned by himself and his father.

SAAC M. McCoy, a retired farmer living in

Belvidere, was born in Washington County,

Ind., on the 23d of July, 1816. His father,

James McCoy, was a native of Pennsylvania, and

a son of William McCoy. When a young man he

went to Kentucky, where he met and married

Nancy Lane, a native of that State. Subsequentl}',

he removed to the Territory of Indiana, becoming

a pioneer of Washington Count}-, where he se-

cured a tract of Government land, and erected the

log cabin in whicli our subject was born. Clearing

and improving a farm, he made it his home until
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1832. About 1816, lie was ordained a minister of

the Baptist Church, and preached in different

parts of Washington and Jackson Counties. In

October, 1832, he rented his farm, and removed to

Salem, where he engaged in teaching during the

week, and on Sunda}' attended to his ministerial

labors. His death occurred in July, 1833, of

cholera, and his wife and one son died the same

month. In the family were twelve children.

Isaac M. McCoy was a young man of seventeen

years when his parents died. He resided with his

brother in Marion County until December, 1835,

when he started on foot for Illinois, walking to

De Kalb Country. This part of the State was then

in almost its primitive condition, the work of up-

building and progress having hardly been begun.

He found a family living in a log cal)in near the

dividing line between De Kalb and Boone Coun-

ties, with whom he made arrangements to board

at $2.50 per week. He made a claim adjoining

that upon which his landlord was living, and in

the winter engaged in splitting rails at ^1 per

hundred. The next summer he built a log house

upon his land, and began the improvement of a

farm.

On the 28th of November, 1838, Mr. McCoy
was united in marriage with Cynthia Ann Pen-

well, a native of Indiana, and a daughter of Reu-

ben Penwell, with whom she came to Illinois in

June, 1836. The j'oung couple began their do-

mestic life in the cabin home before mentioned,

living in true frontier style. Their home was

blessed with a family of seven children: James

Vincent, Sarah, Esther, Mary, Amanda, Carrie E.

and Fred. All are still living, with the exception

of the eldest, who was born in 1840, and died in

1886.

Mr. McCo}' continued his farming operations,

and ere many years had passed, had transformed

the wild land into rich and fertile fields. When
the land came into market in 1839, he entered

eighty acres, and by purchase afterwards extended

the boundaries of his farm until it now comprises

two hundred and thirty-three acres, the greater

part of which is under a high state of cultivation,

and well improved. He made it liis home until

1863, when he came to Belvidere, where he resided

for some time. He afterwards again spent a period

of seven years upon his farm, but is now living

retired in Belvidere. In 1888, he was called upon

to mourn the loss of his wife, who died in the

month of June. They were both members of the

Christian Church in De Kalb County, but after

coming to Belvidere, joined the Baptist Church.

Mr. McCoy is an honored pioneer of this region,

and of its growtii he has been an eye-witness from

almost the beginning. His life has been well and

worthily spent, and he has thereby won the high

regard of his many friends and acquaintances.

'iti
OHN FLKJMINO. This gentleman, tiiough

born across the ocean, was one of the early

pioneers of Winnebago County, having

been a resident here for thirty-flve years

He makes liis home at the present time on one

hundred and sixty acres, located on section 3,

Owen Township, which he cultivates in a most

thorough and i)ro6table manner. Mr. Fleming was

born in Argyleshire, Scotland, in January, 1828,

and is a son of Neil and Marian Fleming, totli na-

tives of that countr}', and who, in coming to Amer-

ica in 1855, located in Canada. After a residence

there of two years, they came to Boone County,

111., and lived for a short time in Caledonia,

whence they removed to Roscoe,and later to Owen
Township, this count}', where they died.

The parental family of our subject included

nine children: James, Alexander, Flora, John,

Donald, Mary, Marion, Neil and Robert. James, the

eldest son, was married in Scotland, and, on com-

ing to America with his famih', died in Argj'le, this

county; Alexander, who made his home with our

subject and a sister, died a single man; Flora mar-

ried Alexander McDonigal, and departed this life

in Owen Township; Donald passed away in Rock-

ford, where he resided for many years; Mary mar-

ried James Ryburn, and at the present time resides

in Rockwell, Cerro Gordo County, Iowa; Marion

makes her home with our subject; Neil died when

a young man, in Winnebago County; and Robert

lives in Pleasant Valley Township, Cerro Gordo

County, Iowa.
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John Fleming of this sketch was given a good

education in his native shire, and accompanied his

parents, in 1855, on theii- removal to America, set-

ting sail from Glasgow in June, on the sailing-ves-

sel "Chieftain." The party landed at (Quebec, and

our subject immediatel}' found employment in a

harvest fleld, twenty miles north of Toronto. He
was later employed by the month on a farm, and

in 1857 came to Illinois, tlic following j-ear loca-

ting in AVinnebago County. In 1864, our subject

purchased the farm whicli he now owns and occu-

pies, on which he has placed good and substantial

improvements. lie has never married, and his sis-

ter Marion keeps house for hiiii. They are botli

members of the Willow Creek Presl^yterian Church,

and are held in high esteem by all who know
them.

3^^-

IIARLES C. COONS. Nothing gives tlie

patriotic biographer more pleasure than to

tell the story of the life of one of our

"brave boys in blue," who sacrificed all that he

held dearest upon the altar of our country. The

gentleman whose name appears at the head of this

paragraph is one whose record as a soldier is of

interest to every one who opens the covers of this

Record.

Mr. Coons is one of the prominent business men
of Rockton, where he is engaged in a prosperous

lumber and coal business in company with the

Keeler Lumber Company. He is a native of this

State, liaving been born June 9, 1843, in Rock-

ford. He is a son of Thomas M. Coons, who was

born in 1814, near Culpeper, Va., where he was

reared to agricultural pursuits and resided until

his removal to Indiana. After a stay of a short

time in the Hoosier State, the elder Mr. Coons

came to Illinois at a very earl}' day.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Rebecca Reed. She was born in Winnebago, this

count}', and departed tliis life leaving two sons

and one daughter, the brother and sister of our

subject: "William M., who died at Rockton in

1876, .and Clara C, now Mrs. A. R. Hart, of Clin-

ton, Iowa. Soon after the death of his mother.

our subject was taken to the home of an aunt in

AVill County, and when eight or nine years of age

w.as brought to Rockton by Ids father, where he

lias since resided. In early life, he worked on a

farm, and in 1861, when nineteen 3'ears of age,

enlisted in Company G, Forty-fourth Illinois In-

fantry, under Col. Knoblesdorf and Capt. L. M.

Sabin.

Our subject enlisted .is a private for three years

and w.as sent witli his regiment to St. Louis, Mo.,

in which State his first engagement look jilace at

Springfield. Tlie next l)attle of his regiment was

fougiit at Pea Ridge, Ark.; then followed tlie battle

of Corinth, Miss., the next conflict of note being

at Perryville, K}^, October 8, 1862, in which the

regiment lost heavilj'. At Murfreesboro, Tenn.,

Mr. Coons was taken prisoner with two hundred

others and confined for three months in Lilib}'

Prison. His confinement in prison was the hardest

experience of the war, and when he w.as exchanged

found he had lost eight3'-eight pounds of flesh

during that three months. He joined his regi-

ment in time to participate in the battle of Chick-

amauga, in which conflict he was seriously wounded

in the left thigh .and hip joint. He w.as taken

to Cumberland Hospital, at Nashville, Tenn.,

where he remained one year less a few daj-s.

During that time, he was a great sufferer from

rheumatism, and the following fall, his term of

service having expired, he was discharged, but in

Februaiy, 1865, re-enlisted in Company A, One

Hundred .and Fifty-third Illinois Infantry, and in

September of that year w.as discharged, at the close

of the war.

Returning home to Rockton, Mr. Coons oper-

ated his father's farm for the following two years,

and June 13, 1867, was married to Miss Rebecca

Hunt, who was born in England in 1845. She

was the daughter of Robert and Jane Hunt, who,

on emigrating to this country, located in Con-

necticut, and later came to Illinois, when Mrs.

Coons was ten j'ears of age. Our subject and his

wife have ever since their marriage made their

home on this pLace, with the exception of two years

spent on a farm in Minnesota. The}' have become

the parents of the, following children: Winnie, who
died when two years of .age, in 1872; M.abel, Cecil
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and Orville. Cecil, who is now residing in Clinton,

Iowa, was graduated from the Roekton High School

in 1890, with the honors of his class. This bright

and promising young man has displayed a rare taste

for drawing and portrait painting, having pro-

duced some fine pictures without any instruction

whatever.

In their religious faith, Mr. and Mrs. Coons are

members of the Methodist Church. Our subject,

who is a Repulilican in politics, has been for the

past twelve years a comrade of Nevius Post No.

1, G. A. R., of Rocliford.

,AMUEL MORSE. That a lifetime spent

in pursuing one occupation will in the end

result in substantial success, where energy

and perseverance are applied, cannot for a moment
be doubted, and such is found to be the case with

Mr. Morse, who from lioyhood has given attention

to agricultural pursuits. This adherence to his

chosen calling, coupled with strict integrity, hon-

esty of purpose, and liberality in directions, have

placed Mr. Morse among the honored and much

esteemed citizens of the county.

A native of New York, he was born in Ridge-

way Township, Orleans County, on the 21st of No-

vember, 1827, to the marriage of John and Han-

nah (Davis) Morse. The father was born in the

old Bay State, but seeing the advantages to be

derived from locating on the fertile prairies of

Illinois, he came to this State in 1840, and se-

lected a suitable location, to which he brought his

family the following year. He brought his family

overland, but shipped his household effects by the

Lakes. He was about a month in making the

journey, and after reaching this State he erected a

small frame house, in which he and his thrifty and

industrious wife resided for twenty years. They
then erected a fine brick residence, and in this re-

ceived their final summons, the father dying at

the age of seventy-five, and the mother when
eighty-six years of age. The latter was a native

of New Hampshire, and a most estimable and

worthy lady.

Of the nine children born to the above-men-

tioned couple, three are now living. The Morse

family have followed the occupation of agricul-

turists for the most part, but some have been

prominent mechanics. This family is of English

origin. Samuel Morse received the rudiments of

an education in his native county, and received

the finishing touches after coming to Boone

County, 111. At an early age, he manifested a de-

sire to follow agricultural pursuits for a liveli-

hood, and .as he had every chance to perfect him-

self in this pursuit on his father's farm, lie

naturally has continued to follow this until the

present time. In those pioneer days, he was

obliged to work hard, and all his father's market-

ing was done in Chicago.

Our subject has remained under the parental

roof all liis life, and after the death of his parents

he bought out the other heirs, and now owns one

hundred and twenty acres in this township. He
also owns one hundred and forty acres in Bonus
Township, this county, and is one of the foremost

tillers of the soil in the community. He was mar-

ried in 1H76 to Miss Sarah F. Cleveland, who was

born in Ikume County, 111., and whose parents,

Henry W. and Sarah F. Cleveland, were early

settlers in this country. Her mother is still living

in this county, but the father died several years

ago. Although his father was a Democrat in his

political views, our subject's first Presidential vote

was cast for Abraham Lincoln. Mr. and Mrs.

Morse are classed among the re|)rescntative citi-

zens of the county.

7;RANK WAGNER has fur over tliirty years

been a resident of this county, and since

coming here attained an honorable position

among its industrious and progressive citizens.

He is a well-known resident of Rockford, having

acted as Superintendent of the West Side Cemetery

for a period of twenty-five years. Our subject is

of German birth and breeding, born in March,

1830, in Prussia. He is a son of Adam and

Mary Wagner, natives also of the Fatherland,

where the elder Mr. Wagner spent his entire life.

The mother, however, came to America with four
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of her cbildren, and, locating in Wisconsin, resiiled

there until lier death.

The brother and sisters of our subject were

Charles, Amanda and Christina. He was reared

and educated in liis native laud, and tliere served

an apprenticeship as landscape gardener. Desiring

to come to America, Mr. Wagner set sail from

Berlin in 1856, and after a vo.yage of eight weeks

landed in Vermont. Coming directly to Illinois,

he resided for two years in Aurora, since whicli

time he has been identified with tlie interests of

Rockford.

Anna Barbara Henry, who was born in Wurtem-

berg, Germany, was married to our subject in

August, 1863. She was the daughter of Michael

and Anna Maria (Schramm) llenr}', also natives

of that place, where their decease occurred. Mrs.

Wagner came to America in 1860, landing in Ply-

moutli, Mass., where she joined the family of her

uncle, John Henry, with whom she made her home

until Septemljer, 1862, which was the date of her

coming to Rockford. ller union with our subject

has resulted iu the birth of three children: Carrie

Anna, born in 1864, died in November, 1888;

Frank W., born iu 1865, departed tliis life in .lan-

uary, 1888; Lizzie, the only member of the

family living, with her parents is a member of the

Court Street Methodist Episcopal Cliurch.

^Z_^ ON. .JOHN BUDLONG. The credit for a

Ijfjl^ large share of enterprise which helps to

Jijg^ make Rockford one of the most pros[)er-

[(1§)) ous of cities in the United States, belongs

to the gentleman whose name is at tlie head of

this sketch, and who is President of the Royal Sew-

ing M.achine Company. He is also a stockholder

of the Standard Furniture Company, the Bit and

Tool Company, the Excelsior Furniture Company,

and the Rockford Manufacturing Companj', in

which latter organization he is Director. Indeed,

almost everj' advantage that the town enjoys, from

a business point of view, is owing in a greater or

less degree to his push and energy. He is very

popular with the people, and lias made a financial

success of his various undertakings.

54

The original of this sketch was born in Rodman,

.Jefferson County, N. Y., February 18, 1833. lie

is the son of Clark Budlong, who was a native of

Herkimer County, that State, his birth occurring

in 1804. His f.ather, (iicen Budlong, was a native

of Rhode Island, and of ICnglish ancestry. The

latter-named gentleman removed to the Empire

State as early as 1800, and was one of the pioneers

of Herkimer Count}', purchasing a tract of timber

in Litchfield, a portion of which he brought to a

good degree of cultivation. At that early period

there were neither railroads nor canal near his home,

and Albany was the nearest market and depot for

supplies. On removing from Herkimer County,

which he did iu 1805, he becann; a resident of .Teff-

erscm County, making his home in the town of

Kodman, where he cultivated a tract of land which

had been given him Ijy his father, and where he

made his home until his decease. Clark Budlong,

the father of our subject, was reared in .lefferson

County on the home farm, and when starting out

in life for himself, purchased a tract of timber

land near the old home. In addition to farming,

he operated a sawmill for a time, and at the time

of his death, which occurred in 1844, owned and

operated a hotel at Rodman.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Maiy Lucas; she was born in Middletown, Conn.,

in 1806, and was a daughter of John W. and Esther

(Stowe) Lucas, natives of the Nutmeg State. The

mother noW resides with our subject, having at-

tained to her eighty-sixth year. John Budlong

was the only child of his parents, and was given

an excellent education in the Rodman Semin-

ary, which was later su|iplemented by attendance

at the Jefferson County Institute at Watertown,

and the Adams Institute, also in that county, and

the Falley Seminary at Fulton, Oswego Count}'.

He commenced teaching school when in his eigh-

teenth year, and in 1853 went to North Carolina,

where he was engaged as a pedagogue for a twelve-

month atEadington. Thence he went to Ga} town,

where he taught for one year, thence to Texas,

where he was similarly engaged for the same

length of time in Washington County. Coming
North, he engaged .as a teacher in Missouri, and

in the fall of 1860 returned to his native town,
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teaching school and studying law. In 1860, lie

was elected Justice of the Peace, and in April,

1861, on the outbreak of the Civil War, enlisted

in Company G, Thirty-fifth New York Infantry,

being commissioned .Second Lieutenant on the or-

ganization of the company. One year later, he was

promoted to be First Lieutenant, and the Captain

of his company, J. H. Haddock, being on detached

service, Lieut. Budloug was in command of the

company, with which he continued until the expi-

ration of his term of service.

On receiving his honorable discharge, our subject

returned home, soon after which time he purchased

the plant of the Northern New York Journal, at

"Watertown, which he edited until 1867, at which

time he disposed of his otlioe, and, coming to Win-

nebago Countj% purchased a farm of one hundred

and eighty acres adjoining the city of Rockford.

The city grew rapidly, and in 1889 Mr. Endlong

platted a portion of his farm, and at the present

time there arc upwards of forty dwellings and four

manufacturing institutions on his farm. Miss

Minnie G. .Smith, who was born in Lorain, Jeffer-

son County, N. Y., August 7, 1840, became the

wife of our subject, June 14, 1865. Mrs. Endlong

is the daughter of Philander Smith, whose native

place was Worth, Jefferson County, N. Y., and his

father, Henry Smith, hailed from Nelson, N. H.,

moving from that State to New York in 1808,

where he was one of the early settlers in the town

of Worth. He continued to reside there a short

time, when, in order to givehis children better ad-

vantages for an education, he moved to Ellisburg,

and when his object was accomplished, purchased

a farm near Camillus, where the}' resided for a num-
ber of years. Mr. Smith departed this life at the

home of his daughter, Mrs. Kingsly, at Arlington

Heights, this State. The maiden name of his wife,

the grandmother of Mrs. Budlong, was Fannie

Wilson. She also died at the home of Mrs.

Kingsly. The father of Mrs. Endlong followed

the occupation of a farmer during the earlier part

of his life, his decease occurring at Oak Park, 111.

The maiden name of her mother was Adeline

Meacham; she was born in Pulaski, Oswego Coun-
ty, N. Y., April 20, 1820 and is the lineal descend-

ant of Miles Standish. who was born in Enijland

in 1584, and married Barbara Standish in 1623,

and came to America in the "Mayflower" in 1620.

He died in 1656, leaving three sons: Alexander,

Miles, Joseah, and a daughter, who died 3'oung.

Joseah was the lineal ancestor of Mrs. Budlong.

His son, Samuel, was the next in line; he married

Deborah, daughter of George Gates, and resided

in Preston, Conn. The next in line was their son

Thomas, who was born in 1724, and married in

1750 to Mrs. Sarah Williams, a widow. Their

daughter, Lucy Standish, was the next in line. She

married Isaac Meacham, the great-grandfather of

Mrs. Budlong; he was a native of New England,

where he cultivated a farm, and passed from this

life in Pulaski, Vt. The grandfather of Mrs. Bud-

long, Simon Meacham, was born in Paulet, Vt,

whence he removed to Pulaski, Oswego County,

N. Y., where he was among the pioneers of that

locality, improving a farm, upon which he spent

his last years. His wife was Sarah Harmon, who
was born in Paulet, Vt., and died in Pulaski,

N. Y. The mother of Mrs. Budlong is at the present

time residing at Oak Park, Chicago.

Philander Smith left money to be used as his

wife thought best for missionary purposes. She has

established the following schools and hospitals:

Philander Smith College for colored people, at

Little Rock, Ark.; Philander Smith Hospital; a

hospital at Nankin, China, where she has also es-

tablished a home and school for girls, and a b03's'

boarding school in India; also the Philander Smith

Biblical Institute, for the purpose of training native

ministers. She is now building a chapel and school

for girls at Muttra, India, besides doing a great deal

in this country.

To our subject and his estimalile wife have been

granted five children, namely: Standish S., Win-
thrope M., Maiy A., John W. and one deceased.

Winthrope and Mary are students at Oberlin, Ohio,

while John is prosecuting his studies in the Rock-

ford High School. ]Mr. and Mrs. Budlong in

church affairs are connected with the Cenntenial

Methodist P^piscopal denomination. Our subject

is a member of Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R., and

is thoroughly representative of the progressive

element of this section. He has given the best

efforts of his life to commercial pursuits, and as a
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reward for his in(Uistry has a high standing in fi-

nancial circles. His career has been one eminently

worthy and useful in the community in which he

resides, and his neighbors and friends unitedly

bear testimony to his sterling worth, integrity and

valuable services. Our subject has been elected

Supervisor of his township, and has also been a

member of the Legislature.

"jll
ONAS HAKANSON, retired, was originally

from Sweden, his birth occurring in Wester

Gothland Province, on the 3d of April,

1819. He came of a good class of Swedish

people, who were tillers of the soil for generations,

and his father, Hocken Johnson, also followed

that occupation. The latter came to the United

States one month after our subject, and two years

later died in St. Charles, 111., when sixty-two

j-ears of age. His wife, whose maiden name was

Martha Brunard, came to the States two jears later

than her husband and survived him about twenty-

four years, dying at the home of her son, our sub-

ject, in Owen Township, when eighty-four years

of age. Both were life-long members of the Swed-

ish Lutheran church.

Jonas Hakanson was reared in his native country

and earl}- in youth became familiar with the ardu-

ous duties of the farm. He was there married to

Miss Mary Christianson, who came of similar an-

cestors, and the young couple immediately took

passage for the United States. They were seven

weeks and one day on the water, and after landing

came to the State of Illinois. This was in the 3'ear

1852. After coming to this State, they located for

a time in St. Charles and there Mrs. Hakanson

died of cholera two weeks later. Mr. Hakanson 's

second marriage occurred in St. Charles, 111., in

1853, to Miss Mary Johnson, also a native of Wes-

ter Gothland, born October 31, 1823. Her parents

died in Sweden, and in 1852 Mrs. Hakanson came

alone to the States and settled in St. Charles, 111.

Two years later, she was married to Mr. Hakanson

and has borne him five children: David, single,

died at the age of about thirty-two; Matilda

married August Luraberg, a farmer of Owen Town-

ship; Louisa, wife of Gust Wanstrom, a carpenter

and mechanic of Rockford; ^VUjertena married

William Haff, a machinist in the Nelson Knitting

Factory, and Helna married Henry Wanstrom, a

carpenter of Rockford.

After his second marriage, or in 18."io, Mr. Hak-

anson came to Winnebago County and settled on

a small piece of land in Owen Township. He added

to this from time to time until he finally became

the ownei- of one hundred and sixtj' acres of well-

improved land. This he sold to his son and in

1879 moved to Rockford, of which city he has

been a resident since. He built a comfortable res-

idence at No. 406 South Fourth Street and now en-

joys the comforts secured b}' previous 3'ears of toil

S ' ""=]<' T>[^~'"" ^

LFRED ANDERSON. In giving a history

of the manufacturing and business inter-

ests of the city of Rockford, it is neces-

sary that due mention should be made

of the Union Furniture Company, which adds so

much to the development and progress of the city.

A prominent cabinet-maker and stockholder in this

enterprise is Mr. Alfred Anderson who was one of

its promoters, and who is a gentleman of thorough

training. He is a stockholder in the Chair and

Furniture Factory, the Royal Sewing Machine

Company, and many other enterprises.

Like many of the representative citizens of

Rockford, Mr. Anderson is a Swede, his birth hav-

ing occurred in Wester Gothland Province, on

the 19th of April, 1849, and, like all his coun-

trymen, he is thrifty and industrious. He took

up the carpenter trade in youth, under his father,

John Wegren, who passed his entire life in Swe-

den, dying when sixty-five je.ars of age. The

latter followed the occupation of a blacksmith,

carpenter and farmer. His wife is still living, is

in her seventy-fourth year, and now resides in

Sweden. She is a member of the Lutheran Church

and her husband also held meml)ership in the same.

Of the two sons born to this union our subject is

the younger. His brother, John R. Anderson, is

now with his mother in Sweden and is a tiller of

the soil. John married Miss Clara Anderson.
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As our subject grew to manhood, he received

a good practical education in tlie common schools

of his native country, and in 1872 or 1873 came

to the United States. For about eighteen months

he was iu Southern and Central Illinois, but on

the 6th of January, 1874, he came to Rockford

and followed his trade here until 1876, when he

took up cabinet-making. lie was married in

Rockford to Miss Ella Peterson, a native of this

citv, born September 8, 1854, and the joungest

daughter and child of Peter and Mar^- (Brisman)

Peterson, natives of Wester Gothland Province,

Sweden. After marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Peterson

resided on a farm in their native country until

six children were born, three of whom died there,

and then, in 1852, the family came to the United

States, landing in Boston on the 4th of July of

that year. They came West to Elgin, where two

children were born, twins, and two months later

came on to Rockford. The father died in Rock-

ford on the 25th of November, 1889, when eighty-

six years of age. He was quite active up to al-

most the last and was an intelligent and worthj'

citizen. His wife is still living, and though

seventy three years of age, time has dealt lenientlj-

with her and she is still quite active. She has a

comfortable home with her son, P. A. Peterson

(see sketch). She is a member of the Swedish

Lutheran Church.

Mr. Anderson adheres strictl3' to the principles

of the Republican party in his political views, and

in religion he aud Mrs. Anderson are worthy mem-

bers of the First Lutheran Church. The fruits of

their union have been two very bright bo^'s: John

R., born June 17, 1879, and Pearl A., born May
21, 1881.

X[ &ILLIAM P. BUCIIAN, who is engaged in

\r\/// general farming on section 6, Cherry Val-

^^^ ley Township, Winnebago County, was

born in Ontario County, N. Y., in 1814, and is

descended from an old Maryand family. His boy-

hood daj'S were spent in his native State and there

he acquired his education. Hoping to better his

financial condition, he came to the West in 1848,

and, with the exception of a few months, has

since resided in this county. In Cherry Valley

Township, Mr. Biuhan was united in marriage

with Mrs. Susanna J. (Stilson) Rowley, who was

born in Broome County, N. Y., and with her par-

ents came to Illinois in 1844, settling in Rockford.

Her father, Ilarley Stilson, was a native of Conn-

ecticut and in New Y'ork he married Retta Burton,

also a native of the Nutmeg State. Subsequently,

they came to the AVest and for two j'ears resided

in Rockford, where Mr. Stilson followed his trade

of carpentering and bridge-building, at which he

had worked in the East. He helped to build the

first bridge that spanned the Rock River at Rock-

ford and also the first Court House. This was in

1845. Later, he purchased a farm near Rockford

.and there he and his wife spent the remainder of

their days. He was horn January 17, 1800, and

died iu March, 1874. Mrs. Stilson, who was born

February 17, 1803, passed away in April, 1876.

They were both members of the Methodist Church,

and were worthy people. Three of their children

are yet living, of whom Mrs. Buchan is the eldest.

Her brother, Nathan L., is a carpenter of Elgin

111., and a prominent member of the Masonic order.

Her sister, Mrs. Lucj^ L. Burt, resides in Lake City,

Iowa, and by her marriage has become the mother

of the following children: John, Jane E., Sarah,

deceased, Kate L., Retta, Lucy J., Frank E., Will-

iam, Charles and Thomas.

An uncle of Mrs. Buchan, Rev. James W. Burton,

came to this State with her father, and on the 18th

of ]\Iarch, 1850, started for California. He crossed

the plains with teams, and after engaging in min-

ing for some time, again began preaching. He was

one of the first Methodist ministers in that State,

and died while serving as pastor of the church of

Woodl.and, when about forty years of age, leaving

a wife and four children. His widow afterward

again married. Of his children, Retta J. died at

the age of twenty-six years; Thomas II. married

Georgia Best, of Dixon, 111.; Frank wedded Ida

Fowler, of California, aud they live in California;

Eliza L. is the wife of Isaac Wicks, of Fresno,

Cal.

Prior to her marriage to Mr. Buchan, his wife

wedded Franklin Lewis, who started to California
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in 1850, and died on the way in the prime of life.

She tlien married Daniel Rowley, who died a few

years later. By the first union she had two chil-

dren: Sarah A. and Philo F,., and by the second

marriage was horn one daughter, Retta .T., hut all

are now deceased.

Mr. Buchan is an enterprising and successful

farmer and a well-to-do citizen of this community.

His home farm comprises one hundred and sixty

acres of arable land, highly cultivated, and he also

owns one hundred and four acres of land near the

city hmits of Rockford, together with twenty-

five acres of timber land in Guilford Township and

a ten-acre timber tract in Cherry Valley Township.
I

He is a Republican in politics, and himself and

wife attend the Centennial Methodist Church of

Rockford.

ARK DAY. This gentleman, who is resid-

ig one-half mile from Rockford, was born

li: in Essex, Chittenden County, Vt., Novem-
ber 28, 1840. He is a son of Childs Day,

who was bom in the above-named count}' and

town, March 29, 1794. His father, David Day,

was born in West Springfield, Mass., May 2, 1758,

and was the son of David Day, who in turn was a

son of John Day, who was born in Springfield,

July 5, 1698. Ilis father, also named John Day,

was a son of Thomas Day, who, in turn, was a

son of Robert and Sarah (Cooper) Day.

The first ancestor of our subject to come to

America was Robert Da}', who settled in Newton,

now Cambridge, Mass., in 1634. The genealogy of

the Day family records that he was one of the com-

pany of one hundred pioneers, who, with their pas-

tor, the Rev. Mr. Hooker, penetr.ated the wilderness

of Massachusetts in 1636. The second wife of

Robert Day was Editha Stebbins, sister of Deacon

Edward Stebbins. The great-grandfather of our

subject removed from Massachusetts to Essex, Vt.,

where he was one of the earliest settlers and where

his death occurred in June, 1795, when in his

sixty-third year. The grandfather of our subject

was one of the pioneers of Essex, and, clearing a

farm from the wilderness, there spent his last days.

He served as a patriot in the Revolutionary War
for seven years and was very prominent during

the conflict and afterwards was a pensioner of

the Government. The maiden name of his wife

was Aseneth Childs; she died on the old home
farm in the town of Essex.

Childs Day, the father of our subject, was reared

and married in his native town and remembers

when there were no railroads in the vicinity of iiis

home, and how all the transportation was carried on

by means of teams, he being employed foi- a num-

ber of years to drive a team between Montreal and

Boston. He later purchased a farm near the old

home, where he spent the remaining years of his

life in quiet retirement. He served as a patriot in

the War of 1812, and was prominently connected

with all local affairs. The maiden name of his

wife was Mahala Collins; she was born in Lebanon,

N. H., and was the daughter of Henry and Fannie

(Aldrich) Collins.

The original of this sketch received his educa-

tion in the pioneer schools of his district and re-

mained with his parents assisting his father in

carrying on the farm until their decease. On the

outbreak of the Civil War, he enlisted, August 19,

1862, in Company D, Thirteenth Vermont Infantry,

and in July, 1863, received his honorable discharge.

During his term of service, he participated in the

battle of Gettysburg, and was engaged in numer-

ous skirmishes. He continued to reside in liis

native State until 1864, then emigrating to Win-

nebago County, purch.ased the farm which he now
owns and occupies. It is an excellently improved

tract, having thereon all the necessary buildings

and machinery, which make of it a first-class estate.

It is further made more valuable by its proximity to

Rockford, being only one-half mile distant.

Mary E. Winch became the wife of our subject

in 1874; she was born in Aurora, Cayuga County,

N. Y., and was a daughter of Walter Winch, who
was a native of Brownville, Jefferson County, that

State. Her grandfather, John Winch, hailed from

Massachusetts and on the removal to New York,

located in the above-named county, where he de-

parted this life. The maiden name of his wife

was Amelia Gage. The father of Mrs. Day early

in life learned the trade of a tinner and later
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that of a jeweler, which business lie carried on in

Aurora, N. Y. He later removed to Auburn and

in 1875 emigrated to San Francisco, Cal., where he

is successfully engaged in the jewehy business.

He was married to Rosanna rami)bell, who was born

in Auburn, N. Y.,and is the daughter of .John and

Amanda Campbell.

To Mr. and Mrs. Day has lieen born one son,

Herbert W. They are both active members of the

Second Congregational Church, and in his politi-

cal relations, ]Mr. Daj' votes the straight Republi-

can ticket. Socially, he is connected with Nevius

Post No. 1, O. A. R., and is held in high esteem by

all his iieighliois and friends.

\I^ ENRY Cnrns. in studying the geuea-

\¥~)i- logical tree of the Curtis family, we find

/^W^ that they came originally from England

(^; and were prominent in their different call-

ings in that country. The subject of this sketch

was born in Hampshire, England, March 30, 1813,

to the union of Stephen, .Jr., and Elizabeth (Poor)

Curtis, natives of Hampshire and Lincolnshire,

respectively, where both received their final sum-

mons, tlie father dying at the .age of eighty, and

the mother when about seventy-flve 3'ears of age.

Stephen, .Jr., w.as a farmer and had followed that

occupation all his life. To his marriage was born

a large family of children, eleven of whom lived to

be grown, two died in infancy, and four are now
living. The paternal grandfather, Stephen Curtis,

Sr., passed his entire life in Hampshire, England,

and he and his wife died there when quite aged.

Elizabeth Poor, mothei' of our subject, was one of

two children born to P^dward Poor and his wife,

natives of Oxfordshire, England. Her parents

moved to Hampshire, England, and there engaged

in the nursery business, Edward Poor being

known as head gardener.

The subject of this sketch remained under the

parental roof until about ten years of age, and then

for three years worked for his board and clothes

with an uncle, James Curtis. After this he was

engaged in teaming for an old Quaker, with whom
he remained until eighteen years of age, and then

took passage on the vessel "Process," landing at

Quebec, Canada, six weeks later. He remained in

Eastern Canada, worked on a farm for about four

years, and after saving $200 started for the fertile

soil of Illinois. He came by stage and steamer to

Montreal, and canal to Ivingston, thence by the

Lakes to Queenstown and by carriage to Cliii)pewa,

after which he took the steamer "Thomas .Jeffer-

son" at Buffalo to go to Detroit, but changed on

to the "Michigan" and came by it to Chicago.

He walked from that cit}' out to Boone County,

and made his first appearance in that county in

.June, 1836. He at once settled on his present

farm, erected a log cabin 16x20, and in this he

made his home until 1876, when lie moved into

his present fine large house.

Mr. Curtis was married in Canada in April,

1835, to Miss ]Mary Atkinson, who was born in

Lincolnshire, England, on the 26th of July, 1804,

and was the daughter of Robert and Ann (Ross)

Atkinson, natives also of Lincolnshire, England.

Her parents died in East, or Lower, Canada, when

extremely aged people; they were the parents of

seven' or eight children, all now deceased, the

youngest having died in this count}' in the winter

of 1891. "When our subject reached Ciiicago on

his way to this count}', he left his wife, wiio had

accompanied him thus far, in Chicagi.i, and he

started out on foot for Boone County. Tlie ctiun-

try was almost a wilderness then and he followed

surveying lines and blazed trees until he came to

this county. Very few neighbors were here then,

but game abounded on all sides. After selecting

a suitable location and getting everything in read-

iness, he returned in the fall of 1836 to Chicago

for his wife, whom he l)rought to his pioneer home.

Of the four children born to this worthy couple,

three are 3'et living, as follows: Elizabeth, born

March 11, 1838, married George Williams and be-

came the mother of five children; AVilliam II. H.,

born August 26, 1840, and Thomas, born June 6,

1843. When locating in this county, our subject

took up one hundred and sixty acres of land and
has resided on this ever since. Mr. Curtis is a

Republican in his political views and his first Pres-

idential vote was cast for W. H. Harrison. He
named his son after this President.
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This son, William Henry Harrison Curtis, was

born in Spring Townsliip, Boone County, 111.,

on the 26th of August, 1840, as above mentioned,

and after attaining his growth was married to Miss

Maritta D. Handy, who was born in this county on

the 7th of November, 1817. This union has been

blessed by the birth of Ave children, as follows: Clar-

ence L., born in Milton, Pa., on the 28th of March,

1872; Lois M., born in Pennsylvania., November 25,

1871, attending school; Mabel ]M.,born in this coun-

ty, May 31, 1878; Clyde W., born in Pennsylvania,

April 3, 1882, and Grace D.,born in Pennsylvania,

July 27, 1884. Mrs. Curtis is a daughter of John and

Celinda M. (Shattuck) Handy. Her father was a

native of Ohio and came to this county in 1835.

He took up Government land, but sold out late in

life and moved to Wisconsin, where he died on the

7th of March, 1850, when forty j-ears of age. His

wife died in this county on the 1st of April, 1864.

(See sketch of C. B. Lord for further particulars

of Mrs. Curtis.) Mrs. Curtis' eldest sister was the

first female child born in Boone County. Mr.

Curtis, like his father, is a Republican, and his

first Presidential vote was cast for Lincoln. He has

held a number of the local offices of the county

and is now Supervisor. The family attend the

Methodist Church. William H. H. Curtis was in

Company B, Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry, as a

private and came out with the rank of Lieutenant.

He was in the service three years, up to the 17th

of September, 1865. His brother George enlisted

in Company I, Ninth Illinois Cavalry, was wounded
at Nashville, and died from the effects of the same

at Louisville, K3'.

^^
^^ EORGE PETER

III
,-—1 ufacturer of all

'^^l under the title

^^^ EORGE PETERSON, the well-known nian-

11 kmds of foundry supplies,

le of the Union Foundry &
Machine Com pan j', located at Nos. 404and 410 Ce-

dar Street, is one of the most enterprising and thor-

ough-going business men of the city. His factory is

well equipped and he has been proprietor of the

same since August, 1887. He was formerly Presi-

dent of the old corporation, which was organized

in Mav, 1881, under the same name as it is now

operated. Mr. Peterson became a member of the

firm and its President in August, 1883, and four

3'ears later sole proprietor. He is President, his

wife, E. Peterson, Vice-president and his daughter,

J. B. Peterson, Secretary and Treasurer. The busi-

ness has been well and successfully carried on and

is crowded with work, although about thirtj' men
are emploj'ed all the time.

Mr. Peterson has been a resident of Rockford

since 1854 and is well and favorabl}^ known in the

county. He learned the trade of a machinist at

an early age, has followed this all his life, and has

met with substantial results. Aside from the

foundry, he is interested in outside enterprises of

Rockford, and has a fine residence on South West

Street, in the Fifth Ward.

Born in New York Citj', Mr. Peterson came to

this State when a 3'oung man and what he has ac-

cumulated in the way of this world's goods is the

result of his own good fighting qualities. His

father, John Peterson, was a native of Sweden,

and came to this country when but fourteen years

of age and in the latter part of the last century.

He became a ship-rigger and was killed by falling

from the ship's rigging which he was putting on

at the wharfs of New York Cit>-. He was then fifty-

nine years of age, and was a quiet, industrious

man. His death was a great blow to his wife and

family. He had always resided in New York City,

but his wife afterward followed her children to

Rockford, 111., where her death occurred at the home

of her son, Frederick Peterson, when eighty-seven

years of age. Her maiden name was Mary Kirfus

and she was born in Philadelphia in 1802. She

was of German ancestry and the daughter of

Christian Kirfus, who was a baker by trade. The

latter died in New York City when seventy j'ears

of age. His wife had come to Rockford at an early

day and died here when eighty-nine years of age.

Our subject was one of six children, five of

whom are living at the present time and all mar-

ried. He selected his wife in the person of Miss

Eliza Vibbard, a native of Rockford Township,

this county, and their union was solemnized in

Rockford. Her parents, Thomas and Phebe (Scott)

Vibbard, were natives of the Green Mountain State

and after marriage came to Rockford Township
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where the father cultivated the soil. Later, or in

1867, they moved to Iowa, Delaware County, and

there the mother died wlien sixty-nine j'ears of

age. Mr. VilAiard subsequently' returned to Rock-

ford and lias since been domiciled witli his daugh-

ter, Mrs. Peterson. He is now eighty years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Peterson are prf)mincnt society

people of Roelvford, and Mrs. Peterson is a Meth-

odist in her religious Iielief. Mr. Petcr^m is a

standi suiiporter of tiic prineiiiles (if the Rc|iuli-

lican party. They have liad four eliiidren, l)ut

one, Gertrude, a briglit little girl, died at the age

of ten years. Those living are: Carrie M., wife

of William (J. Shapley, a baker of Rockford; .len-

nii' r... at home, and Secretary and Treasurer of

her latlu'i's manufactory, and ISIaud, in llie High

Seliool.

ILLIAM NKTTLETON, who is pleasantly

located on section 36, Le Roy Townshiii,

''^%' Boone County, is the proprietor of one

hundred and twenty-seven acres of land, which

his good judgment has placed under excellent cul-

tivation. He is a native of this county and town-

ship, his birth having occurred in 1853, while his

father, Danforth Nettleton, was a native of Gene-

see County, IS'. Y., and was born in 1804.

The father of our subject was left an orphan

when a lad of seven years, and was bound out to

his godfather until reaching his majority. He was

then married to Miss Maria Grovenberg, by whom
he became the father of five children. Mrs. Net-

tleton died, and the lady to whom the father was

married in Le Roy Township, March 19, 1849, was

Miss Margaret Postlethwaite. She was born in

England, September 7, 1823, being the daughter of

James Postlethwaite, and bore her husband four

children, namely: Maria; William, our suljject;

Ella, now Mrs. James Black, of Washington; and

Minnie, who married Frank ^'ickers, of Poplar

Grove.

Danforth Nettleton departed tliis life February

13, 1891, when eighty-seven years of age. He
came to this locality in 1842 and took up a quarter-

section of Government land, which was his perma-

nentabiding-place. Our subject was married, Sept-

ember 15, 1875, to Rilla Nash, of Chemung, Mc-

Ilenry County, 111. The lady was the daughter of

Sidney and Caroline (Carpenter) Nash, natives of

New York, who came to Illinois earlj"^ in the '40s,

where they were married; thej^ have a family of six

children, and make their home in Me Heni\y County.

The five children born to our subject and his

wife are as follows: Clarence B., born in 1876;

Frank in 1878; Mabel in 1880; Bertha in 1882 and

Joy in 1883.

In politics, our subject is a Republican, and in

social matters, a Modern Woodman. He is engaged

in general farming, and keeps on his place about

twelve dairy cows. The half-brothers and sisters

of our subject are Fannie, Mrs. Jonathan Leonard,

of AVashington State; .lane S., who married John

Rice, of Chillicothe, this State; Densie, the wife of

Edwin Walker, also of Chillicothe; James A. and

Elias H., both of whom were soldiers in the Civil

War, the latter of whom died of measles when

in the service; James A. is a farmer in Kansas, and

is mariied to Cecil Leonard.

'il'
AMES HESTED, one of the extensive farm-

ers of Winneb.ago County, residing on

section 27, Cherry Valley' Township, claims

England as the land of his nativity. He
was born in Kent County in October, 1825, and is

the son of William and Sarah (Eldredge) llested.

They were both born in the same locality and

emigrated to this country about 1830, bringing

with them their three sons and one daughter.

They settled in Rensselaer County, N. Y., where

for eighteen years ilr. Hested operated a rented

farm. There the mother died, leaving a family of

seven children. The father afterwards removed

to Bradford County and bought a farm, upon

which he spent his remaining daj's, dying at the

age of sixty-flve years, in the summer of 1857.

Our subject was the third child of the family.

He left the parental roof at the age of fifteen

years, and since that time he has made his own

wa}' in the world. He began as a farm hand at

15 per month, and worked eight months, then

m
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worked for his board while he went to school for

four montlis, paying his own tuition. After cloth-

ing himself he had 820 left. His time was spent

in this way for seventeen years, his wages being

increased to 115 per month, which was considered

good pay at that time. He lived with Andrew

Ryan in Rensselaer County for ten 3-ears. and his

employer being old and infirm, he managed the

farm as though it was his own propert}^ ( )n leav-

ing New York in April, 1855, he came to tlie

West, locating in Winnebago County, and was

employed upon the farm of J. H. Fake. lie brought

with him about $1,000, which he had saved from

his wages in the East, and this he loaned at ten

per cent. Other men were loaning monej' at

twcnty-flvc per cent, and considered him a green-

horn, but he lost nothing by his efforts to aid others.

In 1859, he purchased his first farm, a one hundred

acre tract on section 14, Cherry- Valley Townshi[),

and in 1868 bought eighty acres more, selling the

next year, and clearing 11,800. In 1871, lie p\ir-

chased one hundred and sixty acres on section 27,

Cherry Vallej' Township.

January 24, 1861, Mr. Ilested was joined in

wedlock with Miss Mary .J. Boltazer, who was born

in Pennsylvania, January 24, 1836. Tliey beg.an

their domestic life upon the farm in the spring of

1861, and to the work of developing and improv-

ing his land our subject devoted his entire atten-

tion. The small house and barn have since been

replaced b\^ a commodious residence and ample

outbuildings. He Ii.ts laid about a thousand rods

of tiling, and the quarter-section which he owns,

with its rich and fertile fields, is considered one of

the best farms in the community. It is worth at

least ^60 per acre. The home is situated on an

elevation and commands a fine view of the sur-

ro un din g cou n ti-y.

In 1884, Mv. Hested was called upon to mourn

tlie loss of his wife, who died on the 23d of April,

leav ing a famil}' of four children : William E., who

is operating a two hundred acre farm of his father's

in Carroll County; Minnie E., wife of William Blair,

of Irene, Boone County; Harry V., who aids in

the cultivation of the home farm, and Edwin, who

is attending school at Dixon. For a number of

years Mr. Hested was a st.anch Republican in jioli-

tics, but is now a stalwart advocate of the Prohi-

bition party. His life lias been well and worthil}'

spent, and owing to his persistent industry, enter-

prise and good man.agement.he has made a hand-

some competence which places him among tlie sub-

stantial citizens of Winnebago County.

'^yP^RASTUS L. STILES, who is at present re-

1^ siding in the city of Rockton, is engaged as

/*
'

—

'-'
/ Station Agent. He was born in Gibson, Sus-

quehanna County, Pa., August 8, 1820, and is a

son of George Stiles, a native of Windham, Conn.,

where his birth occurred about 1782. The latter-

named gentleman was a tanner, currier and shoe-

maker, which different trades he followed, with

the exception of the time spent in the War of 1812,

during his entire life. He participated in the bat-

tle of New London, soon after which he secured a

substitute, and returned home.

The maiden n.ame of the mother of our subject

was Elizabeth Lincoln. The p.arents were married

at tlie old brick church in Windham, soon after

which they removed to Pennsylvania, where the

mother died February 25, 1853. The father of

our subject departed this life December 22, 1854,

when seventy-two years of age. Our subject was

the fifth in a familj' of five sons and two daugh-

ters, only two of whom are living, his j'oungest

brother residing at Factoryville, Pa.

Erastus L. Stiles, when fifteen years of age, left

home and engaged to work at the shoemaker's

trade, which he had learned from his father. He

emigrated to Pecatonica, where he remained for a

time, and in September, 1885, came to Rockford,

where he engaged to work for Lewis Holmes. In

October, 1856, he was given the position of Station

Agent on the Racine & Miss. Railroad, which oc-

cupation he has followed unxler different corpora-

tions since that time. Mr. Stiles has been ill dur-

ing the past six weeks (April, 1892), which is the

longest vacation he has had for many years.

The lady to whom our subject was married at

Brooklyn, Pa., in June, 1841, was Miss Marantha

Capron. She was born in Hartford, Pa., and was

the daughter of Wheaton and Daidaue (Aldrich)
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Capion, also natives of the Keystone State. To

Mr. and Mrs. Stiles have been born eight children,

three of whom are deceased, namelj': pjlla, who died

in infancy; George, who passed awaj' when twenty-

seven years of age, at Rockton, leaving a wife and

one son; and Charles K., who died in December,

1890, in a hospital at Chicago, iu his thirtieth

year. Those living are Arthur G., Oscar T., Cora,

Durand and Herbert. Arthur enlisted when

eighteen years of age in Company D, Fifty-first

Illinois Infantry, during the late war, which was

known as the Lead Mine Regiment, it being com-

manded bj' Col. Smith, of Galena. He served for

a time under Sherman, and when being sent back

to look after Hood, was wounded at the battle of

Franklin, Tenn., where he was taken prisoner and

confined for six months in Andersonville Prison.

He served his country faithfully and well for four

years, and receives from the Government a pen-

sion of 88 per month.

Mr. Stiles votes for the best man during election

times, regardless of party, and is as free in religious

matters as in politics. He has been twice elected

Clerk of his township, and for several 3^ears was

Coriioration Clerk.

\fl^-^ ENRY G. DA^'1S, M. D., a practicing phy-

iTj^j sieian and surgeon of Roekford, claims

/IV^'' Wisconsin as the State of his nativity, his

(§§)) birth having occurred in Rock County on

the 26th of December, 1860. His paternal grand-

father, .Jeremiah Davis, is yet living in Rock

County, at the age of ninety. The father of our

subject, Jeremiah Davis, Jr., was born in Herkimer

County, N.Y., and was reared to manhood on a farm

in that locality. With his father, he came West,

and a marriage cei^mony performed in Rock

County united his destiny with that of Miss Jane

Goodrich, also a native of the Empire State, who
came West in her girlhood days. Her father, Jo-

seph Goodrich, was an early settler and prominent

farmer and merchant of Rock County. He was also

the founder of INIilton College, a Seventh-day

Baptist School, of Milton, Wis., and established the

churches of that denomination in the county. He
died in Milton in 1870, having reached the al-

lotted age of three-score jears and ten. His wife,

whose maiden name was Nancj'Maxon, had passed

awa}' some years previous. She also was a promi-

nent member of the Seventh-day Baptist Church.

As Mrs. Davis was a mere girl when her parents

emigrated Westward, she was reared and educated

in Wisconsin. In the year 1861, the parents of

our subject removed to Ogle County, 111., and set-

tled at what is now Davis Junction. When the

railroad was built through that locality, the father

established the town of Davis Junction and after-

waid improved a very large property, vipon which

he made his -home until 1881, when he came to

Roekford and is now living a retired life at No.

206 North Second Street. His wife has proved a

true helpmate to him, and they are a worthy and

estimable couple. In their family were six chil-

dren, all yet living and four are now married.

( )Lir subject is the only one who follows a pro-

fession. When he was only a few months old, his

parents removed to Ogle County, where he re-

sided until coming to Roekford. At length, he

determined to make the practice of medicine his life

work, and to that end entered Hahnemann Medi-

cal College, of Chicago, from which he was gradu-

ated in the Class of '83. He established practice in

Monroe, Ogle County,where he continued to reside

until 1889, which year witnessed his arrival in this

city. He formed a partnership with Dr. W. A.

McDowell, and opened an office at No. 112 South

Main Street. The firm existed for about a year,

since which time Dr. Davis has been alone in prac-

tice and has removed his office to the William

Brown Building.

The lady who bears the name of Mrs. Davis was

in her maidenhood Miss Goorgie Hogle, a native

of Chicago and a daughter of George Hogle, a

prominent stock dealer of that city. Her parents

were both born in the East and are quite promi-

nent people in the circles of society in which

they move. The marriage of the Doctor and his

wife was celebrated in Chicago, and has been

blessed with one son, Harry H. They are well-

known and leading people of this community, who

hold a high social position. They attend the Sec-
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ond Congregational Chui-ch, and in politics the

Doctor is u Republican. He is alreadj' enjoying a

liberal patronage and has a reputation which many
an older physician might well envy.

¥.
ii

ONTUS PETf;KSON is a stockholder in the

Swedish Brewery Company, which was estab-

lished in 1890, and does business in south-

east Rockford. A native of Sweden, he was

born in Verland, May 3, 1838. His father died in

Sweden at the age fifty-six 3'ears, after which his

mother came to America and died in Rockford at

the home of her daughter, Mrs. Helburg, in 1891,

at the age of seventy-seven years. She was a most

estimable lad^', a true wife and mother, and lived

a consistent Christian life.

The subject of th is sketch was reared to manhood
in his native land, where he learned the trade of a

brewer and also served as book-keeper for a lead-

ing bank for some time. He received excellent

educational advantages, having been a student in

a leading conservator3' of music. He possesses

musical talent of a high order and has devoted

much time to that art and its enj03-raent. He was

the first of his famil}- to come to this country, the

year 1867 witnessing his emigration. He had al-

ready married before leaving his native land, his

union being with Miss Ida F,. Ekblad, who came

of an old Swedish family. Her father lived and

died in his native land, passing away at an ad-

vanced age. He was at one time quite wealthy

and was a prominent citizen of the community in

which he resided. His wife is now living with her

daughter in Indianapolis, Ind., at the advanced

age of eightj'-one years. Like her husband, she is

descended from an old and well-known Swedish

family.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Peterson have been born nine

children as follows: Robert W., an engraver in the

Rockford Silver Plate Company; Gertrude L., who
is emplo3'ed in the S. B. Wilkins Knitting works;

Hurbert, who is also an engraver for the Rock-

ford Sliver Plate Company; Benjamin, Agnes, El-

sie, Lillie, Harry and Thomas, all of whom are yet

at home. The familv reside at No. 198 Catherine

Street, where tliev have a pleasant and commodi-
ous residence.

Mr. Peterson came to Rockford in 18G7,and lias

here made his home continu(iusl3- since. Fur

twent3' years he devoted his life to the art of music,

teaching both vocal and instrumental. Ilis talent

in this direction is much above the aver.ige. He
was a member of the Forest City Band, has been

connected with other musical societies and is inter-

ested in eveiything pertaining to the art. As lie-

fore stated, since 1890 he has been connected with

the Swedish Breweiy Compan3-, of which he is a

leading stockholder, and to the promotion of that

industr3- he now gives his time and attention.

'i^i IRAM C. BURROUGHS. The magnitude

I //
^^ '^® commercial interests of Rockford is

/l\,i^ the subject of frequent remark on the part

of visitors to this progressive city, and among its

most prominent establishments is the firm of Bur-

roughs ife Thomas, undertakers and burial directors,

located at No. 109 North Main Street. The3' carry a

full line of burial cases, and white and black hearses,

and by energy and enterprise have gained an en-

viable reputation with the public. The business

was established b3' Mr. Burroughs m .laiuiaiy, 1882,

and four years later was transferred to the present

place of business, while the firm of Burroughs it

Thomas was organized in February, 1890.

Mr. Burroughs is also one of the original stock-

holders and at present a Director in the Rockford

Burial Case Compan3', which was established in

1882, and commenced business the following year.

This company has met with marked success and is

one of the representative institutions of the city,

its reputation being extended throughout the sur-

rounding country. Since Mr. Burroughs came to

Winnebago County in 1874, he has been closely

connected with its histoiy, first as a farmer for

nine years, later as a confectioner for three 3'ears,

and afterward as a funeral director and undertaker,

and in these various relations has won the conli-

dence of the people with whom he has been brought

in contact.

A native of Pennsylvania, Mr. Burroughs was
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born in Erie County, August 21,1 839, and was onl}'

five years old when he accompanied his parents to

McHenry County, 111. Two .roars afterward, tlie

family removed to Ogle County, where our subject

grew to manhood upon liis father's farm. When
twenty-two j^ears of age, he enlisted in the service

of the Union as a member of Company G, Sevent}'-

fourth Illinois Infantry, Capt. Bacon and Col.

Marsh commanding. The regiment was incorpor-

ated with the Arm}' of the Cumberland and fought

at the battles of Perryville, Ky., Stone River and

in many skirmishes with the enera}^ Mr. Bur-

roughs was detailed for special duty part of tiie

time and was for three months confined to the hos-

pital on account of sickness.

At the expiration of his term of service, Mr.

Burroughs returned to Ogle County, where he en-

gaged in farming for nine j'ears. In that county

he was married to Miss Angeline A. Campbell, who
was the first white child born in the township of

Linnville, Ogle Countv, her birth liaving occurred

in 1839. Siie was reared in her native township, on

the farm which her father improved from the raw

piairie. Mr. and Mrs. Burroughs are the parents

of one child: Lavina, wife of W. W. Sawj-er, a

druggist of Rockford, and the mother of one child,

Harold. Politically, Mr. Burrougiis is an indepen-

dent Republican, and socially belongs to the G. L.

Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R., at Rockford, is a

Master Mason, belonging to Blue Lodge No. 102,

at Rockfoi-d, Subordinate Lodge, No. 140, T. O. O. F.

and Knights of Pythias, No. 36.

Mr. Burroughs belongs to a very worth}' family

whose members have been upright citizens and en-

terprising and successful men. His grandfather,

Charles Burroughs, was a native of New York State,

who removed to Erie County, Pa., and there fol-

lowed the occupation of a farmer until his death

at the age of flfty-two. Prior to his removal from

the Empire State he was married to Lucinda Cun-

ningham, who survived him some years, coming

West after his decease and passing away in Floyd

County, Iowa, at the age of seventy.

This worthy couple were identified with the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and were the parents

of thirteen children, most of whom were farmers.

The eldest, C. C, was born Mav 30, ISlfi, in New

York, and was twenty years old when his parents

removed to Erie County, Pa. Upon attaining to his

majority he started out in life for himself and for

a time was a teacher, and later commenced to farm,

being thus engaged in Pennsylvania and Ogle

County, 111. At the age of fifty years he retired

from agricultiu'al pursuits and is passing his de-

clining years quietly at his home at No. 801 West

State Street, Rockford. In his political and relig-

ious views, he is independent and liberal, and en-

joys splendid health notwithstanding his age. His

wife also survives at the age of seventy-one and

with him enjoys the esteem of all with whom she

has come in contact during a long and useful life.

IP^OLLIN G. whitman, Postmaster of Belvi-

lUr dere, was born in Belvidere Township)

^\ Boone County, 111., January 18, 1847, and

is a son of Hiram and Clarinda (Hanchetl)

Whitman, who are mentioned in connection with

the sketch of Dr. F. S. Whitman, on another page

of this work. His education was acquired in Bel-

videre, and when not attending school he assisted

in the labors of the fai'm, remaining under the

paternal roof until he had attained his majority.

At the age of twenty-one, Mr. Whitman bade

good-bye to his old home, and started for the West.

He went to Caldwell County, Mo., locating in

Hamilton, where he purchased a large tract of

land, and engaged in the real-estate business. He
also dealt in live stock, became quite a prominent

and influential citizen of that community, and for

seven years served as Postmaster of Hamilton. He
continued to reside in that city until 1886, when

he returned to Belvidere, and was employed as

time-keeper in the June Factory, which position

he continued to fill until January, 1890, when he

was appointed Postmaster of Belvidere by Presi-

dent Harrison.

A marriage ceremony performed in 1874 united

the destinies of Mr. Whitman and Miss Florence

E. Moss, and their union has been blessed with

two children, a son and daughter: Frank S., Jr.,

and Mary M. 'I'lie parents are leading young



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1195

people of this city, who rank high in the social

circles in which they move, and are held in warm

regard by their many friends.

In politics, Mr. Whitman is a stanch supporter

of Republican principles, and served as a member

of the Central Committee of his party in Caldwell

County, Mo., and was also Delegate to the Repub-

lican State Convention. While residing in Ham-
ilton, he also served as President of the Village

Board, and is now proving himself an efficient

and popular Postmaster. Socially, he is a member

of Eden Lodge No. 190,1. O. 0. F., and of Hamil-

ton Encampment, and belongs to LaFajette Gar-

rison, K. G., of Belvidere.

' ' 'Ml |H®Hl !l^^

WJOHN ANDREW, an extensive farmer of

1 Caledonia Township, Boone County, is a

^^ I

native of this State, having been born in

^^/J May, 1850, in Winnebago County. He is

the son of John Andrew, Sr., one of the pioneers

of the last-named county, who was born in Kin-

tyre, Argyleshire, Scotland, and was the son of

David Andrew. The father of our subject was

engaged in farming on leased land in Scotland,

where he remained until 1840, at which time he

came to America, accompanied by his wife and

three children. The party set sail from Green-

ock in June, and landed in New York after a long

and stormy voyage of some weeks. They came

directly to Illinois by way of the Hudson River

and Lakes, and located in Winneb.ago County at a

time when this section was sparsely settled, and

all kinds of wild game were plentiful. The family

moved into a log house with the family of Mrs.

Andrew's sister. The father soon purchased land

extending on both sides of the county line, and

immediately began the work of improving his

estate, which was his home until his death, in

1862.

The parents of our subject were married in

Scotland, the maiden name of the mother being

Mary Brown. She was also born in Kintyre, and

was the daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (Rals-

ton) Brown, and is still living, residing on the

home farm with her son Thomas, at the advanced

age of seventy-eight years. The ten children in-

cluded in the family were Elizabeth, David,

Charles, Janet, Mary, Margaret, Hugh, John,

Thomas and Jane. The parents were members of

the Willow Creek Presbyterian Church, with

which they identified themselves on its organiza-

tion.

John Andrew was reared and educated in Har-

lem Township, and resided on the home farm until

his marriage, when he settled on the farm which is

his present place of residence. His estate includes

two hundred and sixty-nine acres, which is im-

proved with modern buildings, and ranks among
the very finest in the county. In 1876, Mr. An-
drew was married to Barbara McMillan, who w.as

also a native of Kintyre, Scotland, and was an

infant when she was brought to America by her

parents, Mathew and Agnes (Kelly) McMillan, of

whom an extended sketch appears elsewhere in

this work.

Our subject and his wife have four children:

Mary B.. Mathew J., Louis and Thomas J. They
are also members of the Willow Creek Presbyterian

Church, and are classed among the well-to-do res-

idents of this counter.

USTAVE SWEMBERG. Prominent amonj
the successful business men of Rockfordr%^j stands the name that heads this sketch, a

first-class stone-cutter, who resides in a comforta-

ble home at No. 703 North Second Street. He is a

persevering, energetic business man, and what he

has accumulated in the waj' of this world's goods

is the result of hard work and good management.

Born in Wester Gothland Province, Sweden, on
the 13th of January, 1834, he there p.assed his bo.y-

hood and learned his trade. In the year 1884, he

bade farewell to the land of his birth and crossed the

ocean to the United States. He came immediately to

the Sucker State and located in Rockford, where he

has followed his trade ever since. He is one of the

honest, industrious citizens and is universally re-

spected.

Miss Johanna Samuelson, whom he married in

his native countiy,was born in the j'car 1836 and \)y
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her marriage has become the mother of the follow-

ing children: Charles, a cabinet-maker of the Skan-

dia Furniture Company, of Kockford; Albert, a

glove cutter in Chicago; Erick works in the watch

factory of Rockford; Ernest, at liome; Hilda, a

seamstress for the Rockford Clothing Company;

Belle, wife of Oscar Larson, a fruit dealer on Sev-

enth Street, and Hanna, a book-keeper for the Skan-

dia Furniture Company, of Rockford. Mr. Swem-

bergand wife are members of the First Lutheran

(Swedish) Church of Rockford, and are liberal con-

tributors to the same. In jiolitics, Mr. Swemberg

closely adheres to the principles of the Republican

party. lie is a useful citizen and a stirring busi-

ness man.

I^E^'JAMIN FRANKLIN RICHARDSON has

the honor of being a native of Roscoe, 111.

He lived for twenty-two years on the old

homestead, on section 33, Roscoe Township,

but has now resided on section 22 for the past

thirty-three years. lie was born May 8, 1837, and

was the first male child born in Winnebago Coun-

ty. His father, Benjamin Richardson, was born

near Gloversville, N. Y., and in his youth learned

the trade of a blacksmith. When quite a 3'oung

man, he invented a machine used in pulling up

stumps. He afterwards engaged in blacksmith-

ing, possessing both mechanical and inventive

genius, which made him quite successful. He was

married at his home and thence emigrated to

Michigan when twenty-five years of age. Three

months later, he started for the Rock River Coun-

try of Illinois, of which he iiad heard glowing de-

scriptions, and was so favorably impressed, that he

immediately returned for his wife and two chil-

dren. Purchasing an ox-team, he started with his

family for Illinois, arriving in Roscoe in the autumn

of 183G. He made a claim of eighty acres of tim-

ber land and eighty acres of prairie, south of

where the depot now stands, and turned his atten-

tion to blacksmithing. He soon built up a good

trade and he followed that occupation for many
years with excellent success, his labors being much

in demand. His first dwelling was a log cabin,

which he built with the help of his neighbors.

This was burned several years later and he built a

concrete house. Other settlers had tried this, but

failed to make a substantial house. Mr. Richard-

son, however, was successful and the old house is

yet standing. His wife died in Roscoe, in 1844,

leaving five sons and three daughters, but the

youngest child, an infant, did not long survive her.

The children were Charles, Abigail, Benjamin

F., Emily, James, Josiah and Mary. James and

Josiah were volunteers in the late war, the former

a member of the Nineteenth Chicago Zouaves.

Josiah served in the Eighth Illinois Cavalry and

was three times wounded. He enlisted as a private,

but when discharged was Captain of a colored

company. His last wound, which was in the thigh,

was received near Richmond. He returned home
disabled and when he rejoined his regiment, the

war was just over and he was mustered out, in

1865. He died in Pueblo, Mexico, where he went

for his health. .James returned home at the close

of the war and his death occurred not long after-

ward.

Our subject was reared to manhood amid the

wild scenes of frontier life. He aided in the ard-

uous task of developing a farm, and his education

was acquired in the old pioneer schools. In Sep-

tember, 1862, on the day when Lincoln issued the

Emancipation Proclamation, he married Libbie A.

Gregory, of Harlem Township, who was born in

New York and is a daughter of Samuel and Maria

(Bathrick) Gregory, both of whom were natives of

the Empire State and came to Illinois in 1846,

when their daughter was a young lady.

]\lrs. Richardson died at the old homestead,

March 28, 1887, at the age of forty-five years,

leaving eight children, four sons and four daugh-

ters, the youngest a babe of four months; one

daughter, Carrie, had died at the age of two

years. The living are Coradell, Franklin A., Fannie

Maria, Mary Elizabeth, Kate Anna Belle, Clifford

Benjamin, AValter Samuel and James Erwin. All

of the children are at home except Cora, who is

the wife of James McIMickkin, of Nebraska; Frank

A., and Fannie M., wife of Edwin Goldthwait.

The last two reside in Durand, 111. The children
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have all received good educational advantages,

thus being fitted for the practical duties of life.

Mr. Richardson voted the Republican ticket un-

til 1884, since which time he has been a Prohibi-

tionist. He has been a life-long member of the

Methodist Church, to which his wife belonged, and

has lived worthily and well. He is recognized as

one of the substantial farmers of Roscoe Town-
ship and is one of the honored earlj- settlers.

x,,., RCHIBALD HUTCHINSON, who resides

(@/lJ|| on section 2.5, Le R03' Township, Boone

County, by his progressive ness and natural

ability, has become one of the representa-

tive people of the township. In addition to gen-

eral farming, he makes a specialty of stock-raising,

keeping about fifty head of horned cattle and

thirty-five head of horses on his place constantly,

being the owner of "Allego," a flue young stallion

which he purchased in 1887.

Our subject was born in County Armagh, Ire-

land, in 1813, where also his father, James Hutch-

inson, was born, and a well-to-do farmer. Our

subject's mother, prior to her marriage, was vSarah

Copeland, and by her union with Mr. Hutchinson

became the mother of six children, of whom our

subject was the youngest. She departed this life

at middle age, the father living to be a very old

man.

Archibald Hutchinson was reared on the home

farm, and when reaching his majority established

a home for himself, and married Agnes Davidson,

a native of the county where his birth occurred.

Thej' lived on the home farm until the summer of

1866, at which time they set sail from Liverpool

on the steamer "City of Baltimore," and landed

on the shores of the New World after a voj'age of

two weeks. They immediately came West to

Boone County, where our subject purchased one

hundred and twenty acres of improved property

from Ephraim Robinson, for which he paid 82.5

per acre.

The five sons and two daughters born to our

subject and his wife are .James, who married Mar-

garet Shanks, of this county, and has a family of

five children; Ann, who died in August, 1891;

Hannah, now Mrs. Thomas Davidson, who is the

mother of three children, and resides in McIIenry

County; David, who married Martha MeChirc, is

the father of two children, and engaged in farm-

ing in this county; William, who is a pliysician of

Iron jNIountaiu, Mich., being a graduate of Rush

Medical College, Chicago; Robert, who married

Minna .J. Herrick, is a pli3'sician, and has two

children; and Archie, who remains at luime with

his aged parents.

IMrs. Hutchinson is in good health, niul has

reached the age of seventy-eight years, while her

husband is one year her senior. Our sul)ject

rented his farm in 1883, and moved to Capron,

where he lived until 181)0, and then took up his

abode on the farm of his son Arciiie, which com-

prises three hundred and nineteen acres. The
estate was purchased in 1887, and cost $50 per

acre. One hundred and sixty acres are given to a

fine burr oak pasture and live woodland, and it is a

model of agricultural neatness and productiveness,

its good features in this direction being beautified

by the taste and judgment of its owner, who finds

that the best methods and the latest improvements

in agricultural ways are those that bring him in

the largest returns.

EDWIN L. LAWRENCE, Supervisor of Bel-

videre, was born in Cuba, Allegany County,

N. Y., Septeml^er 9, 1833. He is descended

from a New England family whose members

bore an important part in Colonial history, and his

great-grandfather participated in the famous bat-

tle of Bunker Hill, where two of his brothers

were killed. For particulars with reference to the

paternal grandfather of our subject, the reader is

referred to the sketch of E. C. Lawrence on an-

other page.

The father of our subject. Hon. Luther W. Law-

rence, was born in Chenango County, N. Y., April

19, 1808, and learned the trade of a tanner, cur-

rier and shoemaker. He was married in his na-

tive State, where he resided until 1837. In 1836,

he first visited Illinois and selected a claim to a
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tract of land in what is now Bonus Township,

and after erecting a log house there returned to

the Empire vState. In the fall of 1837, with his

family and parents, he returned, making the jour-

ney overland with a pair of horses and a wagon,

and spending six weelis on the road. Tlie dimen-

sions of the log house which he had built were

18x24, and seventeen persons spent the following

winter in that house. He improved a farm,

erected frame buildings, and remained there until

his death, in July, 1886.

In his political belief, Mr. Lawrence was lirst a

Whig and became a Republican when that part}'

was formed. In 1854, he was elected to the Legis-

lature and liad the honor of being the first Repub-

lican ever elected from Boone Count}'. He served

in that j)Osition for three terms, and for twelve

years was Judge of Boone County. In his relig-

ious belief, he was a Baptist and a pioneer

preacher in that denomination. It has often been

said of him that he had exerted a greater in-

fluence in formulating public opinion, both reli-

gious and political, than any other man in Boone

County, and the fact that since 1856 it has been

the banner Republican county of the United States

is largely due to the speeches made b}' him in all

classes of gatherings, from mass meetings to the

evening gatherings at rural schoolhouses. As an

orator, he was eloquent and concise, stating his

premises and forming his arguments in such a

manner as to produce conviction and force his

auditors to enthusiastically join in his conclusions.

His enunciation was so clear and distinct that in

the largest outdoor meetings not one word was

lost to his listeners. By actual test on a still

evening, the line of his argument could be fol-

lowed at the distance of one-half mile, 3'et his

voice never failed him and he never complained

of weariness.

The mother of our subject, whose maiden name

was Elvira Chamberlin, was born in Cazenovia,

Madison County, N. Y., and died May 2, 1891.

She reared seven children: Alonzo D., Edwin L.,

Harriet E., Sarah A., Lucia, Elsther M. and Luther

C. Our subject was four years old when he ac-

companied his parents to Illinois, and at that time

most of the land in the northern jjart of the State

was owned by the Government. Deer and other

wild game abounded, and the country was sparsely

settled. He attended the first free school ever

taught in Boone County, and gained a common-
school education, which he afterward extended by

a careful course of reading.

When twenty years old, our subject entered the

emplo}' of the Wisconsin Central Railroad Com-

l)any, remaining for one year in the capacity' of

a civil engineer and making the preliminar}' sur-

veys for a proposed road that was to extend from

Richmond, 111., to Columbus, Wis. Later, he was

employed by the Illinois Central Railroad Com-
pany in making surveys in the southern part

of the State until 1855, when he was elected

County Surveyor, and devoted his attention to

the duties of that office in connection with farm-

ing until September, 1861.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Mr. Lawrence

enlisted in Company F, Forty-fifth Illinois In-

fantry, being mustered in as Second Lieutenant, and

was promoted to be First Lieutenant, April 8, 1862,

for meritorious conduct at Pittsburg Landing.

Among tlie battles in which he participated were

Ft. Donelson, Shiloh and Medan Station. He
was slightly wounded at the battle of Shiloh and

was hit with a spent ball at the battle- of Medan
Station. He served for one yeaf, when he was

compelled to resign on account of ill health. Re-

turning home, he resumed the peaceful calling of

a farmer and continued thus occupied until 1871,

when he accepted the position of Superintendent

of the farm connected with the Illinois Industrial

College (now the State University) at Champaign,

111. The farm at that time contained four hun-

dred acres. In 1874, one hundred and eighty

acres, comprising the Horticultural Farm, were

added to the place, and one year afterward one

hundred and sixty acres more. Mr. Lawrence added

*20,000 in permanent improvements and stock to

the farm, and continued in its charge until 1881,

when he resigned, and, returning to Belvidere,

located at his present home, where he has since

engaged in raising small fruits.

The marriage of Mr. Lawrence, in 1856, united

him with Miss Mary E., daughter of Daniel W.
and Precepta (Austin) Lawrence, and a native of
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Cuba, N. Y. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence have five

children: Nettie E., Kate, Mamie, Gertrude and

Neva W. .Since tlie formation of the Republican

party, Mr. Lawrence h.as adhered to its platform

and principles, and has served in various posi-

tions of trust and honor. He has served seven

years on the County Board of Supervisors, has

been nine times elected to the office of County

Surveyor, has served by appointment as City En-

gineer, and has been twice elected a member of the

City Council, holding that office at present. In

addition to these positions of trust, he had served

for eight years as a member of the Bo.ard of Edu-

cation. He is a charter member of Hurlbut Post

No. 164, G. A. R., and h.as been Quartermaster

since its organization. He is a man whose strict

probity is never questioned, whose unusual capa-

bilities are acknowledged by his fellowmen, and

whose life has exemplified the fact that industry

and enterprise, coupled with an honorable disposi-

tion and business tact, will bring success to the

fortunate possessor.

\l^. ENRY PORTER, a retired farmer residing

in Belvidere, is of English birth. He first

opened his eyes to tiie light of daj- in Nor-

folk County, March 9,1828. His father,

Thomas W. Porter, was born in Norfolk Count}-,

December 13, 1803, and was a son of James W.
Th.e maiden name of his mother was AViuels. He
learned the trade of a miller, which he followed

for a few years, and then engaged in farming. In

November, 1833, accompanied by his wife and four

children, he sailed from Liverpool and, after a voy-

age of six weeks, landed at New York. He lo-

cated three miles from that city and engaged in

farming for a 3ear, after which he spent one 3'ear

in Hamburg, Erie Countj-, and then removed to

Buffalo, where he engaged in the grocery business

until July, 1838. He then m.adehis way to Boone

Count}', 111., and made a claim of Government land

in what is now Bonus Township, purchasing it when

it came into market at Chicago. The first home

of tlie faniil}' was a log cabin, and he improved a

farm upon which he resided until 1866, when lie

came to Belvidere, where he resided until called to

his final rest February 22, 1882. His wife, wliose

maiden name was Charlotte Lane, w.as born in Nor-

folk Count}', England, and died in Belvidere, No-

vember 20, 1873. Their family numbered nine

children: Thomas W., Heni-y, Ciiarlotte L., Annie

M., Robert, James AY., Elizabeth P., AVashington,

and Fred. Robert served in Comiiaiiy A, One
Hundred and Fifty-third Illinois Infantry, from

February 2, 1865, to June 21 of the same year.

AVashington enlisted in 1862 in Company B,

Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry, and served until af-

ter the close of the war, when he was honoral)ly

discharged. He particii)ated in a number of hard-

fought battles, and was wounded in the engage-

ment before Guutown.

Our subject was a lad of only ten summers when
with his parents he came to Illinois. Deer and

other kinds of wild game roamed over the prairies

at will, and tlie greater part of the land was owned

by the Government. There were no schools for a

time, and after his father built a frame house the

old Porter log cabin was used as a school-room. It

was supplied with the usual primitive furniture,

and in such schools our subject acquired his early

education. As soon as he was old enough he be-

gan to aid in the farm work and cut the grass with

a scythe, and the grain with a cradle. He remained

under the parental roof until twenty-two years of

age, when he came to Belvidere and entered the

employ of the Galena Union Railroad Company,

now the Nortiiwesteru. A year later he went to

Rockford, wliere he engaged in buying grain until

1853, and then went to California l)y way of the

Isthmus route, landing at San Francisco twenty-

six days later. For about four and a half years

he was employed on a ranch in Sacramento, and

then returned to his old home.

On the 4th of March, 1858, Mr. Porter married

Annie E. Roper, who was born in Suffolk County,

England. Her parents, Sion and Mary Sepha

(Clark) Roper, were natives of Suffolk, and came

to America in 1854, locating in the town of Spring,

Boone County, where Mr. Roper purchased a farm

and resided until called to his final home. His

widow now lives with her son-in-law, T. AV. Por-



1200 PORTRAIT AKD BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

ter. Unto our Subject and his wife were bom three

sons, who are yet living: Fred A., Thomas W.,

and Leslie J. Frank, their first child, died in his

twent.v-eighth year; and Spencer W., the second

son, died at the age of three years.

On his return from California, Mr. Porter bought

a farm at $25 per acre, upon which were a log house

and stable. He erected a good set of farm build-

ings, made other improvements, and extended the

boundaries of his land until he now owns two

hundred and sixty-four acres. In August, 1891,

he began the erection of a pleasant home at the

corner of Julian and South Main Streets, Belvidere,

which he has occupied since the following spring.

Himself and wife were reared in the Episcopal

Church, but joined the Congregational Church of

Garden Prairie. In politics, he is a Republican,

and has served as a member of the County Board

of Supervisors.

^^ILES P. RANSOM, M. D., a practicing

(11 physician of Roscoe, was born in Clarence,

^\^1 Oneida County, N. Y., January 13, 1824.

Tradition says that the family was founded in

America by three brothers, wlio emigrated to this

country from England. Tlie grandfather of our

subject, Daniel Ransom, was born in New England,

and removed from Vermont to New York in an

early day. He followed farming throughout his

entire life', and died in Wyoming County. The

Doctor's father, Daniel Ransom, M. D., was born

in "Windham County, Vt., and in earl}' life gave

his attention to the study of medicine. He

commenced practice in Oneida County, N. Y.,

whence he removed to Erie County, and later to

Pennsylvania, spending eight years in Union City,

that State. In 1844 he came to Illinois and en-

gaged in practice in Belvidere, until failing health

caused him to abandon his life work. He died at

the home of our subject in Roscoe, in 1870, at the

age of seventj'-six years. His wife bore the maiden

name of Elizabeth Willard. She was born in

Wethersfield, Conn., and was a daughter of Simon

Willard. She, too, spent her last days at the home

of our subject, and was called to her final rest in

1874. In the family were six children: Erasmus

D., Alzina, Giles, Cynthia, Samantha E., and Lo-

retta M.

Our subject acquired his early education in the

district schools of Pennsylvania, and by private

instruction was fitted for teaching. When a mere

3-outh, he decided to come to the West, and in the

spring of 1843 joined a party of emigrants en

route for the Rock River Valley of Illinois. He

walked tlie greater part of the distance to Belvi-

dere, and after arriving at his destination secured

a position to teach a three-months' term of school

at Poplar Grove. At the close of the term, be-

fore he had received his pay, he went to the post-

office, where a letter was awaiting him witli the us-

ual twenty-five cents postage charge due upon it.

He had not the money, but from his friends se-

cured twenty-three cents and was allowed to take

his mail. In that way he made the acquaintance

of Dr. Ames, the Postmaster, and by him was soon

afterwards emploj-ed as Deputy Postmaster at Bel-

videre. During the winter, he commenced the

study of medicine with Dr. Ames, and in January,

1845, went to Roscoe, where the Doctor had pre-

ceded him. There he served as Postmaster, and

soon afterwards commenced practice. In 1850, he

was graduated from Rush Medical College of Chi-

cago, and has since devoted almost his entire at-

tention to the practice of medicine. In 1862, he

enlisted in the United States service as Assistant

Surgeon of the Second Illinois Light Artillery.

After a year he resigned, on account of ill health,

returning to his home in Roscoe.

The Doctor was united in marriage witli Maliala

Jeuts,in March, 1860, and unto them have been born

six children, five of whom are yet living: Wilmot

L., a practicing physician of Rockford; L. Eliza-

beth, wife of Penn Walker, a practicing physician

and the proprietor of the Sanitarium near Rock-

ford ; Grace married Clarence Shaw, son of Dr-

Shaw of this place, and lives in Nebraska; Arthur

L., a telegrapher, and station agent of Roscoe.

The Doctor is a Democrat in politics, and so-

cially IS a member of Roscoe Lodge No. 75, A. F.

ife A. M. Himself and wife are members of the

Methodist Church, and he also holds membership

with the Army and Navy Medical Association of
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Illinois. lie is one of the oldest physicians in

j'ears of continuous practice in the count}', and

ranks among the best of his professional brethren.

He has ever been a close student of the profession,

and has enjo.yed a large and lucrative practice.

(Our subject has been called hence since the above

was written. His demise occurred April 22, 1892.)

(& I^AREEN C. ROWAN, late of Belvidere,

%/jJ//
^'^^ born in Batavia, Genesee County, N.

W^ Y., March 2, 1826. He is a son of Wil-

liam Rowan, who was born in Washington County,

N. Y., and spent his last daj-s in Kirkland, De
Kalb Count}"-, 111. The mother of our subject

was also a native of the Empire State and, like

her husband, departed this life in De Kalb County,

111., at the age of forty-five years.

Our subject was one in a family of nine chil-

dren, six of whom are living. He remained at

home until eighteen years of age, and aided his

father in conducting the home farm. AVhen strik-

ing out for himself, he purchased timber land in

De Kalb County, 111., from which he cut and sold

the timber. He was the owner of the farm until

thirty years of age, when he sold the place and

purchased property in the town of Belvidere.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

Beloit, Wis., was Miss Lavina Caswell. She was

born in Belvidere, and departed this life in Boone

County, when forty-six years of age, having be-

come the mother of three children. Jay and Perry

deceased, and Lovina, who makes her home in this

township. Mr. Rowan was married again, this

time to Miss Rose M. lies, by whom he became the

father of one son, Warren C., who was born in

Belvidere, October 3, 1888.

The wife of our subject was born in England,

April 11, 1854, and was the daughter of Richard

and Eliza A. (Edwards) lies, who were also natives

of that country, and came to the United States in

1858. Mr. lies purchased a tract of land of one

hundred and twenty-seven acres in Belvidere, upon

which he resided until his decease, when fifty-eight

years of age ; the mother died at the same age.

After his marriage, our subject removed to Bel-

videre. and was engaged in the real-estate business,

which he found to be very profitable, and at the

time of his death had accumulated a handsome

fortune. He was a stanch adherent of Republican

principles, but aside from casting his vote, took

very little i)art in political affairs. lie was a kind

and devoted husband and father, and his friends

were as numerous as his acquaintances. He was

self-made, in all that that term implies, never hav-

ing had a week's schooling after attaining his four-

teenth year, and when eighteen years of age was

competent to carry on a business for himself. He
established a reputation for honest and fair deal-

ing among his fellow-men, and his loss was keenly

felt in the community where he had resided for so

many years. He was a member of the Baptist

Church, and departed this life at his beautiful

home in Belvidere, September 11, 1888. He was

liberal in the distribution of his means, and was a

cheerful contributor to all worthy objects, the de-

serving poor never being forgotten by him. Mr.

Rowan's youngest brother was a soldier during the

late war, and was killed at the battle of Murfrees-

boro. He bore the name of Perry C, and enlisted

when eighteen years of age to fight for his

country's honor.

The Rowan family is of Irish ancestry, while the

lies were from England. Mrs. Rowan's parents

were six weeks in crossing the Atlantic, being pass-

engers on the sailing-vessel " Mayflower."

7 RANK C. Axi. HENRY C. GILL constitute

')) the well-known firm of Gill Brothers, dentists

of Rockford, located at No. 223 East State

Street. H. C. Gill first came to this city and began

business with Dr. Noyes E. Babcock in 1875. That

connection was continued until ^larch, 1878, when
F. C. Gill bought out Dr. Babcock and the partner-

ship between the two brothers was formed. Dental

parlors were established at their present location

in 1871, and dentistry has since been practiced at

that point. The Gill Brothers have convenient

and pleasant parlors and have an excellent patron-

age which has constantly increased from the lie-

ginning and which is well merited, for they are
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skilled workmen. The brothers both studied under

Dr. Palmer, of Fitchburg, Mass., for two years, and

their preceptor was known as one of the best den-

tists in the State. They both practiced in Massa-

chusetts for a short time, then came West in 186!»,

locating in Freeport, 111., whence they came to

Rockford.

The brothers were born in Windsor County, ^'t.,

and there received their early education. The fa-

ther, Charles Gill, was a Vermont farmer and his

sons were reared to manhood on ihe old home-

stead where he continued to reside until called to

his final rest at about the age of seventy-flve years.

He lived a quiet, unassuming life and was well

and favorably known in his community. His fa-

ther, Amos Gill, was also a Vermont farmer, de-

scended from an old New England family, prob-

ablj' of English origin. He died when more than

eighty-four years of age. He had married Miss

Sarah Bates, a native of Canada, who came to the

United .States during her maidenhood. She sur-

vived her husband a short time and was also about

eighty-four years of age at the time of her death.

Charles Gill married Miss Sophia Healy, who was

born in the Green Mountain State, of New England

parentage. After her husband's death, she came to

Illinois and spent her last days in the home of her

son, Dr. H. C. Gill, her death occurring in 1888,

at the age of eighty-five j-ears. She died in the

faith of the Methodist Church, of which she had

long been a member.

At her death, Mrs. Gill left four children, and

Sophia, another daughter, had died at the age of

four years. Ellen L., the eldest surviving member

of the family, is now the wife of D. R. Judkins, a

resident of Chicago; F. C. married Kate A. Wallace

of Fitchburg, Mass., who was born, reared and edu-

cated in the Bay State. Two daughters grace their

union: Lena K. and Grace W. Daniel O. is a

grocer and a well-to-do citizen of Windsor

County, Vt. He married Lucy J. Butterfield. II.

C. wedded Ida C. Bunker, their union being cele-

brated in Kane County, 111. Unto them were born

three children, but Edward died in early life.

Harry and Carl are still with their parents.

Another event in the life of Dr. F. C. Gill is

worthy of mention. After removing to Massa-

chusetts, he enlisted in the Fifty-third Infantry,

commanded by Col. Kimball, and was assigned to

Company B, under Capt. Jonas C'orey. The regi-

ment was sent to the South, doing service mostly

in Louisiana. They came in contact with the

eneni}- at Port Hudson, where they kept them

penned uj) for forty-four days before they surren-

dered. The regiment had enlisted for nine months

but continued in the service for thirteen months,

when they were discharged. The Doctor was on

duty all of the time and when mustered out was

serving as Cori)Oial.

The brothers and their wives all attend the

Christian Union Church, and in social circles they

rank high. The Doctors are supiiorters of the Re-

publican party. The senior member of the firm is

a Knight Templar Mason and Iielongs to G. L.

Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R. of Rockford, while

the junior member of the firm belongs to the Blue

Lodge. Among their professional brethren they

rank high and a well-deserved prosperity is theirs.

.:^0

^|^k, EMIL SWENSON occupies the position of

I j)
Secretary and Treasurer of the Star Furni-

jk\,2^) ture Company, and is also a stockholder

and one of the Directors. He has made his home

in Rockford since 1882, at which time he came

with his family to America. He claims Sweden as

the land of his nativity, his birth having occurred

in Smoland, in 1864. He is the youngest child

born unto Swan and Fredica (Olson) Nelson, who,

in the year before mentioned, bade good- bye to

their old home, and crossed the broad Atlantic, ac-

companied by all of their children. They came

at once to Rockford, and are still residents of this

city. With the Swedish Lutheran Church they

hold membership, and are worthy and highly re-

spected people. Five of their children are yet

living, and all are married, with the exception of

our subject.

Mr. Swenson w.as a young man of sixteen years

at the time of his emigration to the United States.

His education was acquired in his native land, .and

has been supplemented by reading and observa-
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tion, which has made hira well informed. By trade

he is a cabinet-maker. He became connected with

the Co-operative E'urniture Company as a stock-

holder, and was also a worker in the finishing-

rooms. Subsequentl}', he became connected witli

the Star Furniture Company, which was organized

in 1890, and is now its efficient Secretary and

Treasurer. The factor^' of this company is located

on the corner of Eighteenth Avenue and Four-

teenth Street, and therein are employed one liun-

dred and twenty-five men. The success with which

the company has already met, argues well for

a bright future for this enterprise. It is certainly

deserving of success, for its members are wide-

awake, enterprising and experienced business men,

and prosperity should be the reward of their

efforts.

In religious belief, Mr. Swenson is a Lutheran,

and, in political affairs, is a Republican. He has

the confidence and high regard of all with whom
he has been brought in contact, and is a jjrominent

and well-known young man. His residence in the

city covers only about ten years, but during that

time he has made many acquaintances and gained

a large circle of friends.

ENRY W. CONKLIN. To have the esteem

of one's fellow-men, and especially of those

who know you most intimately, is a worthj-

ambition in the breast of anj- honorable

man. We may truly say that the gentleman whose

name we place at the head of this sketch is well

spoken of by all who know him, and he has at-

tained to a broad and true friendship with many.

He resides on a good tract of land, located on

sections 28 and 20, Rockton Township, Winne-

bago County, where he has made a success of bee

culture, keeping on hand twenty-four hives, from

which he has made over $300 a year. He also has

on his place about fifteen milch cows, and by his

abilitj' and enterprise reaps a good income.

He of whom we write was born in Damascus,

Wayne County, Pa., June 24, 1827. He is the

son of Benjamin Conklin, whose birth occurred in

the above county, August 27, 1783. The grand-

father of our subject, John Conklin, was au officer

in the Revolutionary War, niid after that was

made Countj^ Judge. He was a man of wealth

and influence in his community, owning large

farms on the rich bottoms of the Susquehanna

River. He was the father of five children who
grew to adult age, of whom the fatlicr i<{ our sul)-

ject was the eldest.

The father of our subject was for many years

an inn-keeper on the Newburg Turnpike Road,

six miles west of Cochecton, and was also a promi-

nent farmer in that region. He lost a portion of

his property by going bondsman for a sheriff. His

wife. Miss Mercy Comfort, was a native of Orange

County, N. Y., and bore him fifteen children, all

but one of whom grew to adult age and, with two

exceptions, came to the Prairie State. The first

to come hither was Eliza, now Mrs. William

Thomas. In 1839, our subject, in company with

his mother and nine children, came to Winnebago

County, starting from home on the 4lli of June,

and arriving in Rockford Jul>- 12. Ilis father

having died about three j'ears previouslj', Henry

W. at once secured work to aid in the support of

the family and received $12 a month for driving

a breaking team.

Mr. Conklin became the proprietor of his first

eighty acres of land in Harrison Township in

1854, for which he paid $3 per acre, which prop-

erty he later lost bj' a railroad swindle. November

28, 1856, Miss Alvalina Grover, a daughter of John

and Sarah (Burbank) Grover, lieoame his wife.

Her parents were natives of New York and came

West the same year, where they were engaged as

farmers. Her father, John Grover, was of Ger^

man descent. During the late war, our subject

endeavored to enlist in the Union armj- two dif-

ferent times, but was in each case rejected.

In 1865, Mr. and Mrs. Conklin went West to

Oregon, where they remained but a twelvemonth,

returning by way of the Isthmus. In cross-

ing the plains to the Western country, they had a

very eventful journey, it being the year of the

Indian hostilities. A brother of our subject lost

two horses on the wa_y, but the party reached their

destination unharmed. Returning to Rockton,

Mr. Conklin located on one hundred and seventy-
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nine acres of improved property, which cost $40

an acre, going in debt for all hut about $350.

In 1883, he erected his fine barn, 40x60 feet in

dinfiensions, and has besides all the sheds and out-

buildings which are to be found on flrst-class

estates.

The five children born to our subject and his

wife bear the respective names of Dorsey T., Lenii

H., James B., Rose E. and Eva E. Mr. and Mrs.

Conklin are living a retired life, the home farm

being operated by their son James B. The chil-

dren have all been given good school advantages,

Miss Eva having returned recently from the Rock-

ford Academy. Our subject has always been a

Republican in politics, but at the present time

leans toward Prohibition. Although not a mem-

ber of any denomination, he gives liberally to the

support of all churches and receives and deserves

the best wishes and kindest regards of his numer-

ous friends and acquaintances.

"^

RTHUR F. LUNDY, more familiarly known

•as Frank Lundy, was originally from Can-

(/
ii ada, l)orn on the 1st of July, 1860, and is

one of the wide-awake, thorough-going

young tillers of the soil in the county. Although

he has not as yet amassed any great amount of

wealth, he has the progressive spirit, and the push

and energy that cannot fail to bring success in the

near future. His father, William N. Lundy, M. D.,

was born on Grand Island, N. Y., March 4,

1819, and grandfather Lundy was for years a

farmer on Grand Island, where he settled at a

very early period, while it was still called the

Queen's Bush. William N. Lundy first came to

Roscoe, 111., in 1840, when only twenty-one jears

of age, but he later returned to his native State.

When our subject was six years of age, the par-

ents came to Roscoe, where they made a perma-

nent settlement.

Arthur F. Lundy was the onl^- son and young-

est child born to his parents, there being eight

children in all, and seven of whom were daugh-

ters. Those deceased are: Helen E., Mrs. Henry

Lampman, who died in Rockton when twenty-

four years of age: Dorcas, wife of Edwin Love-

see, M. D., who died in Topeka, Kan., aged nineteen

j'cars, and Dora Lundy, who died in Roscoe, aged

twenty-two years. The living children are: Ro-

zelha A., now Mrs. Charles M. Trimmer, of Owen

Township; Mary E., Mrs. John L. Sage, of AVil-

liamstown, N. Y.; Anna M., Mrs. Dr. Buckeridge,

of Beloit, Wis., and Sar.ah A., Mrs. E. B. Cum-

mings, of Roscoe.

Our subject left the parental roof when thirteen

years of age, and began the battle of life on his

own responsibility. He worked by the month on

the farm of Phillip Atwood, and received as com-

pensation $12 per month for the first year, or until

he broke his arm. The second j'ear he worked for

John Atwood, received $16 per month, and, after

this, was employed for different farmers, but man-

aged to attend school during the winter months.

On the 25th of June, 1881, he was married in

Madison, Wis., to Miss Emma E. Grant, a na-

tive of Illinois, and the daughter of Thomas W.

and Almira (Dawson) Grant, natives, respectively,

of New York and Ohio, but who came West to

Boone County, 111., at an early day.

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Lundy worked

for wages the first summer, and, in December,

1882, went to Kansas, where they bought a farm

of eighty acres in Marshall County. Two years later,

they sold and subsequentlj' settled in Phillips

County, of that State, where the3^ bought a relin-

quishment of one hundred and sixt}' acres. This

they sold four years later, and they then settled in

Almena, Norton County, where Mr. Lundy was

engaged in conducting a meat market. He bought

a house and some real estate in the citj-, but only

remained here one year, when he emigrated to

Missouri, settling twenty miles North of St. Jo-

seph. He rented a small farm and engaged in

teaming for one year, when he returned to Roscoe.

This was in February, 1890, and here he has made

his home since. He rented the A. Collier farm one

year, and, in 1891, he rented the L. M. Taft farm

of two hundred acres for five years on shares. Mr.

and Mrs. Lundy have two sons: J. M., born in

Marshall County, Kan., June 7, 1883, and Fred

W., born in Phillips County of that State, July
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25, 1886. These bright boys are in school. Mr.

Lundy has been a Republican, but is not a strict

partisan, and will vote with the Prohibitionists.

He and Mrs. Lundy are members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church in Roscoe.

-k^ -^

^^TEPHEN BLACKFORD. There is, per-

TjT^^ haps, no family in Spring Township, Boone

^^^ County, which is more highly respected

than the one represented at the head of this sketch,

and who are pioneers of this section. Our subject,

who had his birth in Hampshire, England, August

18, 1813, is the son of Francis and S^lizabeth Blach-

ford, also natives of the British Isle. The parents

emigrated from their native land in 1834 in the

vessel "Crocus," and, after a voyage of six weeks,

one of which was spent off the coast of Cape

Ray, where the vessel was swamped, they landed

in Quebec. There Mr. and Mrs. Blachford lived

for four years, and then came to the States by way

of the Lakes to Detroit, and from there with teams

and on foot to this county, our subject and a

brother having to walk the distance of four hun-

dred miles. They arrived in this vicinity nine

days ahead of he rest of the family, and when

they were all comfortably housed, Stephen and his

father hired out to work by the month. He of

whom we write, in company with his father, took

xip a claim of four hundred and twenty acres of

land to prove, for which they had to borrow the

money and pay an interest of one hundred per

cent.

Mr. Blachford of this sketch was one of seven

children who came to Boone Count}' with their

parents. March 4, 1839, he was married to Maria

Bump, who was born in New York, and was a

daughter of Thomas and Phoebe (Brewer) Bump,

who died in Pennsylvania. She had six brothers

and sisters, all of whom are living, with one excep-

tion. Mr. and Mrs. Blachford have become the

parents of five children, one of whom is deceased.

They are named, respectively: Caroline S., now
Mrs. F. Curtiss; Louisa, who married Francis H.

Curtiss; Thomas, the husband of Anna Lawman;

Maria, now the wife of James "Wan. The children

are all established in homes in this count}'.

The father of our subject was eighty-four years

of age when he died, and his mother eighty years

old. He was a Democrat in politics, and took an

active interest in local affairs. Our subject's share

of the old homestead consists of one hundred and

forty-six acres, which he cultivates in a profitable

manner. In an early daj-, the farm products were

marketed in Chicago and Milwaukee, and at one

time pork sold at twenty shillings per hundred.

The only house in the vicinity of Belvidere, in

1835, was the one erected by our subject and his

father, on their farm. The hardships which the

fainily endured during that period are beyond the

comprehension of the present generation, but they

bravely suffered and endured to pave the way for

those who followed, and to make their settlement

in the West a pleasure.

ILES S. RAY, of Belvidere, claims New
York as the State of his nativity. He- was

born on the 10th of December, 180G, in

Amenia, Dutchess County, and his father,

Augustus Ray, was a native of the same town.

The grandfather, Stephen Ray, and four brothers

came to America from England. He was a farmer

by occupation, but spent his last years in Amenia.

His wife long survived him, and died in Sharon

Valley, Litchfield County, Conn.

The father of our subject w.as reared upon a

farm, and resided in Amenia until 1809, when,

with his wife and six children, he became a resi-

dent of the town of Thompson, Sullivan County,

and was one of its pioneers. He went there as a

land agent, and survej'ed and sold a portion

of seventeen thousand acres. He erected a double

log house in the midst of the forest, and built six

sawmills in different parts of the tract. He there

resided until his death, in March, 1812. He mar-

ried Accy Crane, a native of Litchfield County,

Conn., who died in March, of the same year.

They had seven children: William, Theresa, .John

C, Cornelius and Cornelia, twins. Miles S. and

Emily.
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Our su))iect was only seven years old when his

parents died. He found a home with Andrew

Comstofk, a fanner of Montieello, Sullivan

County, with whom he remained until twenty

years of age, when he began to learn tlie earpenter

trade, which he followed for ten years. With the

money he had earned in that wa}-, he then pur-

chased a farm in tlie town of Fallsburgh, Sullivan

County, and engaged in its operation until 1^.56,

when he came to Illinois and cast in his lot with

the early settlers of Boone County. He purch.ascd a

farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Flora

Township, and made it his home for a few years,

when he removed to Belvidere, where he is imw

living retired.

In Di'ceniber, l.S.'),'), Mr. Ray was united in inai'-

riage with F.llen F. Hardenburgh, who was born in

Fallsburgli, in l«r2. Her father, Thomas R. Hard-

enburgh, was a native of New Jersey, and her

grandfather, Johannes Hardenburgh, who was a

minister of the Dutch Reformed Church, was born

in Holland, it is thought. They were the own-

ers of the Hardenburgh Patent, and Thomas in-

herited four thousand acres of that tract of land,

and engaged in farming. Unto Mr. and INIrs.

Ray were born seven children: Mary E., now

Mrs. 15. Arbuekle, Thomas, Henrietta, Sarah, Hy-

lah, Louisa and John. The mother was called

to her tinal lest in 187.3. She was a most estima-

ble lady, and many friends mourned her loss.

Mr. Ray cast his first Presidential vote for An-

drew Jackson, and has since been a stanch advo-

cate of Democratic principles. His life has been

well and worthily spent, and by his faithful per-

formance of dutj' he has won the confidence and

high esteem of all with whom he has come in con-

tact.

'SpX>ELS LARSON, a farmer and dairyman, re-

I ///
titling O" section 12, New Milford Town-

jk\,^ ship, is a representative citizen of "Winne-

bago County, where he has resided for a quarter

of a century. He was born in Scorney, Sweden,

on the 16th of September, 1841, and is a son of

Lars and Ida (Swansen) Olson, natives of Southern

Sweden, where they were reared and married. In

their native land, they made their home until 1867,

when, accompanied by their children, they bade

good-bye to Sweden, and crossed the Atlantic to

America, landing in New York City. Thence they

came Westward, reaching Rockford in June of that

year. The parents and children all Ijegan life in

this country as farming people. The father died

in New Milford Township, at the home of his son,

our subject, on the 11th of June, 1887, and was

then past eighty years of age. He was twice mar-

ried, and his second wife is yet living with her son,

at the advanced age of eighty-tliree years. They

were life-long members of the Lutheran Church,

and were worth}', respected people. Our subject

has one brother and two half brothers. The former,

John Larson, is a resident farmer of Ogle County.

The latter are Olof and Peter. The first-named is

a shoe-maker and the latter a tailor, and both re-

side in Rockford.

Our subject spent the days of his iKiyhood and

youth in the usual manner of farmer lads, and at

the age of twenty-six years, accompanied his fam-

ily on their emigration to the United States. In

Rockford, he chose as a companion and helpmate

on life's journe}'. Miss Ida Olson, who was liorn in

Blaken, Sweden, in 1848, and is a daughter of Olfi

and Sarah (Manson) Owkin.son. The father died

on his farm in Sweden at the advanced age of

eighty-five years, and his wife passed away at the

age of seventy-three. The}' were farming people,

and both were members of the Lutheran Church.

Unto our subject and his wife has been lK)rn one

son, Henry W., a promising young man, yet at

home.

After coming to this county, Mr. Larson worked

as a farm hand for a time, and then rented land

for some time, spending five years upon a rented

farm in Jo Daviess Count}', 111. He has resided

upon his present farm since 1881, where he owns

seventy-five acres that pay to him a golden trib-

ute for the care and cultivation he bestows upon

it. In connection with general farming, he carries

on the dairy business, and is meeting with good

success in this undertaking. He is a straightfor-

ward, upright business man, whose word is as good
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as his bond. lu politics, he is a Republican. Him-

self and wife were among the first members of the

Emanuel Lutheran Church of Rockford, and are

active workers for its interests. Thej' give their

support to all worthy enterprises, and well deserve

mention among the best citizens of New Milford

Township.

JJVILLE S. COHOON, a well-known and

enterprising farmer of Boone County, resid-

ing in Flora Township, section 12, is a

native of Pennsj'lv.ania, born in Green Township,

Erie County, October 29, 1833. His father, John

Cohoon, was born in the town of Milo, Yates

County, N. Y., March 20, 1812, and passed the

first eight j'ears of his life in his father's home on

the banks of Seneca Lake, whence he removed

with his parents to Erie Countj', Pa.

The paternal grandparents of our subject.

Steward and Charity (Culver) Cohoon, were na-

tives respectively of Connecticut and England.

The grandfather moved from his birthplace to the

State of New York at an earl}- da}' and w.as an

officer in the War of 1812. He married Miss

Cliarit}' Culver for his second wife and in March,

1820, removed from Yates Count}-, N. Y^, witli

ox-teams and sleds, and settled with his large

family in Erie County, Pa., becoming one of tlie

pioneers of the highlands and dense forests of

that county. He remained there until his death,

which occurred at Gospel Hill about 1840. His

wife died in Columbia County, Wis., January 10,

1855, at the advanced age of eighty-seven. The

paternal great-grandfather of our subject, Na-

thaniel Cohoon, was born in Connecticut, and

tradition says that his parents were Hollanders.

He died and was buried in Mill Creek Township,

Erie County, Pa., in January, 1827.

John Cohoon, father of our subject, was married

Feliruary 10. 1831. to Miss Fanny Wait, and their

three children are all living at this date (1892):

Orville S., Justina M., and Arlington R. Mrs.

Fanny Cohoon was born July 26, 1806, and died

October 2, 1876. She was a faithful, devoted wife

and a true and loving motlier. Her familv and

domestic cares were the pleasure of her life and
she won the regard of all whom she met. Her life

was that of a practical Christian .and during her

more than seventy years of life she never attended

a theatre or circus.

The first-born of the family is the subject of

this sketch, who is only a little more than twenty-

one years younger than his father. His early ed-

ucation was acquired under some difficulties, for

in those early days the enforcement of the School-

rate Bill threw the payment of the teacher's salary

almost entirely upon the man who had a large

family. He remembers the scenes of pioneer life

and the hardships of existence amid primitive sur-

roundings. Twenty-five cents postage was charged

on letters, which were folded instead of being

placed in envelopes. At the age of eighteen, he

taught one term of school in Erie County, Pa., and
then in 1852, with his father, removed to Porter

County, Ind., where he resided one year and

taught school one term.

June 17, 1853, Mr. Cohoon arrived in Belvidere,

Boone County, HI., and embarked in business as a

merchant, continuing thus engaged for about two

years. In the summer of 1855, he engaged in the

carpenter's and builder's work, during which time

he erected several houses in South Belvidere. He
built the first house, with the exception of one

building known as the old Otis Caswell farm

house, and one car shanty standing on the pres-

ent site of the South Baptist Church, east of Pearl

Street and south of Logan Avenue, and which was

located on the corner of Whitney and Second

Streets. In the spring of 1856, he took a course

in B.acon's Mercantile College at Madison, Wis.,

which was among the pioneer business institutions

in the country. During the remainder of that

year, he was engaged in closing up a large amount

of property interests for his father.

The marriage of Orville S. Cohoon, March 16,

1857, united him with Miss Juliett R. Wooster, of

Beloit, Wis., and the young couple located on the

farm he now owns and occupies on the 8th of

April following. Mrs. Juliett Cohoon died April

4, 1864, and was buried at Beloit, Wis. Our sub-

ject continued thereafter in agricultural pursuits,

which had previously occu[Hed his attention, and
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followed literally the injunction given by Solomon

that after you have taken hold of the plow "never

look back." lie divided and subdivided his farm

into fields of convenient size, suitable for the pas-

turage of stock and the raising of grain, and also

aided in opening roads and building bridges and

embellished his farm with substantial barns and a

neat residence, and notably with trees and shrub-

bery.

In all his labors our suliject has received the ef-

ficient aid of his devoted wife, to whom he was

married Januarj^ 26, 186.5. She was formerly Miss

Anna II. Field, of Whitmore Lake, Mich., and

was born at Niagara Falls, N. Y., October 9, 1829.

Having no children of their own, they have reared

two children, a boy and a girl, who are now

married and have families of their own. Their

farm and home is their paradise, and they have

ever retained their faith in the great Master Spirit

of the Universe as the Master of the situation, in

whose hands they rest their case with perfect assur-

ance that after the acts of this life have been

played, the next will be on a grander scale, filled

with opportunities that all may reach, and that on

the shores of eternity there will be no friction of

mind and heart, liut all will lie peace and happiness

forever more.

—>}- ^^T^-7i^'^^<m^

„,,., NDES F. ENC1STR(.)M, agent for the C. W.

((9^/yjl Piescott Nursery, of Marengo, 111., and

(/
4) gardener of Roekford, has resided on a

small but very productive farm near the

city limits for the past seven years. He makes a

specialty of small fruits and vegetables, and is well

paid for his time and trouble.

Previous to coming to Roekford, Mr. Engstrom

had been a resident of Malta, De Kalb County, III.,

and was a maker and dealer in boots and shoes.

He came to this country in 1857, resided for a

short time in Geneva, this State, and then for

twenty-eight years was a resident of Malta. In

1884, he came to Roekford, where he has carried

on a successful business ever since.

He was born in Jonkoping, Sweden, August 17,

1832, and in connection with agricultural pursuits,

with which he became familiar in his youth, he was

taught the shoe-maker's trade. He took passage for

America, and, after five weeks and two days, or

on the 10th of October, 1857, he landed in Boston,

Mass. From there he came to Geneva, 111. He
was the first of his family to touch American soil.

Since then, he has been joined by a sister, Mrs. P.

A. Peterson, who resides at No. 1106 Second Ave-

nue, Roekford, and whose husband is foreman of

the West End Furniture Company.

The parents of our subject passed their entire

days in Sweden, the father, Isaac Gustavson, hav-

ing died when forty-six 3'ears of age, and the

mother, Anna E. Engstron, when considerably

younger. The father was a shoemaker and farmer,

and was twice married, his first wife being the

mother of our subject. The second wife is also

deceased.

Andes F. Engstrom joined the Swedish Evan-

gelical liUtheran Church the first week after com-

ing here, and has been Deacon in the same for the

past twenty 3ears, and Trustee for many years.

He holds membership at De Kalb, III., and is an

active worker in the church. While at Malta, he

was a member of the Town Board for two terms,

also a member of the School Board as Director for

years, and has held other local positions. He has

ever been a sound Republican in politics, and is a

strong advocate of the principles of that party.

Miss Willielniena C. Swasen, whom our subject

married in Malta, III., was originallj^ from AVester

Gothland Province, Sweden, born in 1842, and came

with her family to the United States in Ma^', 1852.

The family' first settled in Chicago, but moved from

there to Geneva three years later, and thence to

Malta, after a residence of about the same length

of time. There as a family they resided for some

time. Her parents, J. George and Mary (John-

son) Swasen, now reside near their daughter, Mrs.

Engstrom, of this notice. They were both natives

of Wester Gothland, Sweden, and the father fol-

lowed the trade of a shoemaker nearljr all his life.

Life-long members of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church, they are well respected, and although sev-

enty-seven and eighty-one 3'ears of age, respec-

tively, both enj03- comparatively good health. The

father is a Republican in politics. Of the six chil-
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dren born to this much-esteemed couple, only Mrs.

Engstrom is now living. A brother, Dr. Alfred, a

promising 3"oung physician of Chicago, died when

twenty-nine years of age. The others were John,

Josephine, Mar}' and Joseph, all of whom died

when under ten years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Engstiom are the happy parents

of five interesting children: Anna M., wife of Os-

car Hall, who is a member of the firm of Engstrom

& Hall, merchants, at No. 324 vState Street, Rock-

ford; Theodore Y., a partner of Mr. Hall, married

Miss Florence Beatt^', a daughter of Rev. Robert

Beatty, of Rockford; Lillian C, at home; Alfred

A., studying law at the Northwestern Univer-

sity at Chicago; Ebenezer W., at home, attending

High School. All are intelligent, bright children.

ORACE O. SEARS has witnessed the great

»' ji change wrought by the hand of man in

bringing Boone Count}' from a state of na-

ture to its present condition as one of the

richest and most liighl^'-developed counties in

Northern Illinois. He is at present residing on

section 36, Bonus Township, and maj^ well take

pride in what he has done to aid in producing this

wonderful result. He is what may be termed a

self-made man, loved and respected by all who

know him.

Born in Bristol, Ontario County, N. Y., October

1, 1819, our subject is a son of Alden and Delaney

(Yincent) Sears, the former of whom was born in

Dighton, Mass., in 1770, and died in the above-

named town and county in New York, February

28, 1829. The mother was a native of Rhode

Island, and passed away in Bonus Township, this

countj% August 27, 184:1. The first ancestor of

our subject who came to the United States in 1639,

bore the given name of Richard, and spelled his

name Saers. The mother of our subject came to

Boone County in company with her seven sons

and three daughters, all of whom are deceased

with the exception of our subject, who was the

youngest in the family. On coming hither, the}'

stopped for four months at Lockport, this State,

and on making settlement in Boone County, bought

claims, aggregating over one thousand acres, on

four hundred acres of which our subject resides.

The brothers commenced industriously the work

of clearing the new farm and erecting thereon the

finest set of buildings in the county. It has since

been divided, however, each of the sons lieing the

owner of a fine estate.

Horace O. Sears remained at lioino witli liis

mother until her decease, when. May 12, 1842, he

was married to Harriet A. Ames, whose birth oc-

curred April 9, 1820, in Colchester, Chittenden

County, Vt. Mrs. Sears was the daughter of Will-

liam and Polly Ames, also natives of the Green

Mountain State, who emigrated to this county as

early as 1834, where they spent the remainder of

their lives. Mrs. Sears had twelve brothers and

sisters, only six of whom are living.

Mrs. Harriet A. Sears departed this life at her

home December 6, 1877, having become the mother

of four children, viz.: Henry O., who was born

March 22, 1843, died wlien fourteen years of age;

Edward C, born March 29, 1845, married Miss

Jennie McGlashen, and is the father of a son and

daughter; Charles A., born November 27, 1846,

married Miss Belle Sisson, and is the father of one

child; Theron M., born April 7, 1849, married

Sarah Culbertson, and is the father of nine chil-

dren.

He of whom we write has been the incumbent

of various positions of honor and trust, having

held the oflice of Supervisor for the past four

years. He is a Republican of the strongest type,

having voted for William Henry Harrison, and his

grandson. He is an active and earnest worker in the

Congregational Church, as was also his wife, which

denomination they joined soon after its organiza-

tion in this part of the county. He has worked

his way up to a position of competence, all through

his own eflforts, he having been well-eqiiipped for

the struggle, with energy, determination and a

good cap:icity for skillful labor, besides ))eing a

man of steady habits, thorough conscientiousness

and unswerving integrity. He is now spending

the evening of his life in quiet retirement, sur-

rounded by the comforts which are the result of

his toil in former years.

A more loving and kind father, estimable neigh-
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bor and honorable man than Horace 0. Sears is not

to be found within the confines of Boone Count}'.

His great misfortune was the loss of liis noble and

true wife who has preceded him to the Land beyond,

her death having occurred December 6, 1877.

fe
-^^ < T > [^ a)

HARLES E. HALLOCK, President of the

village of Pecatonica, has for a number of

'' years been prominently identified with its

business and political affnirs, and is the proprietor

of a large furniture establishment. He occupies a

leading position in his line of trade and maintains

a high reputation for uprightness, commercial en-

terprise and progress, while his success makes more

prominent every year the honor.able policy for

which the establishment is conspicuous.

The father of our subject, Reuben Hallock, was

born near Albany, N. Y., May 20, 1804, and came

West to IlHnois in 1836, the journey being made

on the Erie Canal to Buffalo, thence by the Lakes

to Chicago, and thence with cattle to Ogle County,

where he entered land from the Government and

engaged in its cultivation until 1872. He was

united in marriage with Miss Harriet A. Sperry,

who was born January 1, 1814, in New York, and

they became the parents of ten children, live of

whom are still living.

In 1872, Reuben Hallock traded his Ogle County

property for land in Pecatonica Township, Win-

nebago County, which is now owned by our sub-

ject and comprises one hundred and forty acres.

At the home which he there established the father

died at the age of seventy-seven. He was a man
of the utmost probity, firm in his convictions and

a stanch adherent to the principles of equit}' and

justice. In his politics, he was first an old-line

Whig and afterward voted the Republican ticket

until Gen. Hancock was nominated for the Presi-

dency, at which time he sui>ported that famous

general. His wife survived him until 1890, when

she passed away at the home of our subject, aged

seventy-six.

Charles E. Hallock was born in Bjron Town-

ship, Ogle County, 111., July 31, 1856, and is of

Scotch descent. He remained at home until his

father's death, after which he bought out the in-

terest of the other heirs in order to gain posses-

sion of the old homestead. The farm with all tlie

stock thereon was willed to Charles E., the young-

est son, but he was to pay the other children a

stipulated sum, which is now paid. His marriage.

May 23, 1882, united him with Miss Ella R.Ryan,

who was born in Pecatonica, 111., Januaiy 5, 1861,

the daughter of Stephen and Catherine Ryan, resi-

dents of Rockford. One child has been born of

the union, Stephen C, who was born March 6, 1891.

After his marriage, our subject remained on the

old homestead until August 1, 1886, when he was

appointed Postmaster of Pecatonica, and removed

to the village, where he has since resided. He

served efficiently as Postmaster during tlie admin-

istration of President Cleveland, meanwhile also

carrying on his furniture business. He holds an

interest in the shoe factory at Pecatonica, and is a

stockliulder in the Rockford Dally Star. His wife

is a member of the Catholic Church and he is liberal

in his religious views. Socially, he is identified

with Eureka Camp No. 50, M. W. A.

(^ l>ALTER TRUMBULL. This ge

\rJ// who is one of the influential citizens of

^f/^ Rockford, was born across the ocean in

Roxburghshire, Scotland, his natal day being May
22, 1815. His parents were Walter and Ellen

(Oliver) Trumbull, also natives of Scotland, where

they passed the remainder of their days. They

reared a familj' of six children, of whom our sub-

ject was the onl}' one that settled in America.

Walter Trumbull was reared in his native land

and resided under the parental roof until reaching

his eighteenth year, at which time became to Amer-

ica in company with a neighboring family, setting

sail from Liverpool and landing on the shores of

the New World thirty-nine days later. He located in

Delaware County, N. Y., and there learned the trade

of a carpenter. In 1838, he went South to Georgia,

and in Augusta followed the trade of a millwright

during the summer months and spent the winter

season in the mountains. Five years later, he re-
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turned to the Empire State and with the exception

of visiting the South two or three times was a con-

tinuous resident there until 1855, which was tlie

date of his advent into Rockford, when lie pur-

cliased the liome wliieli he has since occupied. Ilis

residence is pleasantly located on the soutiieast

corner of State and Fifth Streets, and the family of

Mr. Trumbull ranks among the best residents of the

city.

The c>riginal of this sketch was activelj' engaged

as contractor and builder until 1889, since which

time he lias lived in retirement, enjoying the re-

sults of his early toil. In 18-16, he w.as married to

Elizabeth A. Chase, who was born in Delaware

County, N. Y., and was the daughter of Edward

B. and Julia (Goodrich) Chase. The maternal

grandfather of Mrs. Trumbull, Walter Chase, was

a native of New England, and a piominent citizen

of Delaware County, where he was elected its first

Sheriff. To our subject and his estimable wife

have been born three children: Charles, deceased;

Frank E. and Carrie E. The son married Julia

Shedd, and Carrie is now Mrs. George L. Brown

and the mother of two children, Arthur T. and

Frank H. Mr. and Mrs. Trumbull are active mem-
bers of the "Westminister Presbyterian Church, and

in politics, our subject, though formerly a Whig,

now votes the Republican p.arty.

AVID PERRY, retired, owns a comfortable

home at No. 1013 Charles Street, Rock-

ford, also a fine double flat on Eighth

Street, and is one of the city's prosperous

citizens. He was originally from New York, his

birth occurring in Cayuga Count}', of that St.ate,

in 1825, and he became familiar with the duties of

the farm at an early age. He is a son of Ozias

Perry, and the grandson of Ozias Perr^', Sr., the

latter a native of the Green Mountain State, and

for seven years a soldier in the Revolutionary War.

Mr. Perry married a Vermont lady. Miss Pother

Marvin, of an old New England familj-, and after

the birth of several of their children, the familj-

emigrated to Cayuga County, N. Y., where they

arrived at a very early period. They opened up a

farm in the wilds of that county, and there passed

the closing scenes of their lives, both dying when
about eighty years of age. They were life-long

memlters of the Presbyterian Church. Their son,

Ozias Perry, Jr., was one of eleven children, all

now deceased, and was but a boy when his p.arents

emigrated from Vermont to New York Stale. He
grew to manhood in Cayuga County, and was

there united in marriage to Miss Eliza Merchant,

a native of New York State, and of Dutch descent.

After marriage, Ozias Perry, Jr., and his wife

resided in Cayuga County until all their children

were born, and then, in 1849, the family came to

Illinois, settling in Cherry Valley-. The}- opened

a new farm, made many improvements on it, and
there the parents passed the closing scenes of their

lives, the mother dying on the Uth of April, 1876,

when sixty-nine years of age, and the father in

1890, when eighty -nine 3?ears of age. The latter

was a Universalist in his belief, .and both were

worthy people. Of the five children born to them

all are living, and all are married and have fami-

lies. Two sons reside on farms in Iowa, .nnd two
daughters are living in Belvidere, 111.

David Perry, our subject, was the eldest of this

family, and reached his twent3'-tirst year in his na-

tive county. Two years after his parents had set-

tled in Winnebago County, he followed them, and
was m.arried in Boone Count}- of that State, to

Miss Charity Van Alstine, a native of Montgomery
County, N. Y., born January 7, 18.32, and the

daughter of John N. and Jemima (Tymeson) Van
Alstine, natives also of the Emjiire State, and of

Dutch stock. Her parents passed their entire

lives in Montgomery County, and the old home is

still in the hands of the family. They were mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Church. Jlr. "Van Alstine

was the son of Rev. Patriot Nichol.as Van Alstine.

The former had one sou, Cornelius Van Alstine,

who served in the United States Navy ,as Lieuten-

ant Commander, and was on a coasting vessel.

He was a West Point graduate, and served

his country with great braver}-, winning many
laurels for bis courage and gallant conduct. An-

other son, Deloss Van Alstine, was also in the

Civil War, enlisting in the Ninety-second Illinois

Infantry, and serving in many of the prominent
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engagements. Mrs. Perry, wife of our subject, is

the youngest but one of the four children now liv-

ing.

After his marriage, Mr. Perry began farming iu

Cherrj' Valley, and by his industry and good man-

agement, soon became the owner of much valuable

property. He owns two hundred and eighty acres

in the valley, all well improved with two sets of

buildings, and he also owns six hundred and forty

acres of fine land in Pocahontas County, Iowa.

Mr. and Mrs. Perry are the parents of two children:

Clark married Miss Alice Lamb, and now resides

on the farm in Iowa; he has five children: Ella M.,

David R., Jessie M., Ethel and Frank. The other

child, a daughter, Ella F., niai-ried L. Keith, and

they have one child, Flora June; they reside in

Rockford. ]Mr. and Mrs. Perry are members of the

Christian Union Church, and Mr. Perry is a Repub-

lican in politics.

/^^ HAULES W. IIIZER, a retired farmer resid-

(l\ ing in Rockford, and one of the earl}- set-

^^^ tiers of the county, was born in Oneida

County, N. Y., on the 13th of October, 1830, and

is one of five children whose parents were Adam
and Lucy (Shepard) Hizer, both of whom were na-

tives of the Empire State. The paternal grand-

father of our subject, Henry Hizer, was a shoe-

maker b}' trade, but during the greater part of his

life followed farming in Herkimer County, where

he died at the age of sixty j-ears. The parents of

our subject emigrated to Illinois, locating in Win-

nebago Count}^ where they resided for man}'

years. The father died in Ogle County, at an ad-

vanced age, and the mother, who survived him

twelve years, died in New Milford Township, this

county, when about eighty years of age. They

were adherents of the Methodist Church, and were

highl3'-respected people. All of their children are

j'et living and have married.

Charles W. Hizer, whose name heads this record,

was reared upon his father's farm, and resided in

the Empire State until emigrating to Illinois some

tliirty-five jears ago. He was married in Lewis

County, N. Y., the lady of his choice being Miss

Mary Starkweather, a native of Lewis County, and

a daughter of Palmer and Anna Starkweather, who

were born, reared and married in New ^'ork. Mrs.

Hizer's parents came to Illinois and lived with

their daughter, Mrs. Hizer. The father died while

visiting in his native State, and the mother passed

away at the home of her daughter, in this county.

On coming to Illinois, Mr. Hizer located upon a

farm in Burritt Township, Winnebago County,

where he improved and developed eighty acres of

land. He afterward removed with his famil}- to

Rockford Township, and the farm which he pur-

chased is still in his possession. It is a one hun-

dred and thirty-acre tract of valuable land under

a high state of cultivation, and well supplied with

good buildings. In addition to this, he also owns

fifty acres near the city. lie was an enterprising

and successful farmer, and in the pursuit of his

business, acquired a valuable property, which now
enables him to live a retired life. After many
years devoted to agriculture, he came to Rockford

about seven years ago, and has since rested in the

enjoyment of the fruits of his former toil. In

politics, he is independent, voting for the man
whom he thinks best qualified to fill the office, re-

gardless of party affiliations.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hizer have- been born six

children, four of whom are j-et living: Willard S.,

a successful florist and botanist, is now carrying on

a greenhouse; Celia, Eusebia and Charles are still

at home; Fred and Sarah are deceased. The fam-

ily is one well known in this community, and

worthy of the high regard in which it is held.

—^!- ^>^^<t

PAVID ANDREW, a retired farmer, living at

his pleasant and beautiful home at No. 803

North Court Street, Rockford, was born in

Argjdeshire, Scotland, July 2, 1837, and was

the second in order of birth in a family of

eleven children. He is of pure Scotch origin. His

father, John Andrew, was born in Argyleshire and

there wedded Miss Mary Brown, who came of a

good Scotch family. After the birth of three of

their children, they joined a number of families



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1213

who were emigrating to America. They sailed

from Greenwich in 1840, and after six weeivs

landed at New York, whence they went by way

of the Lakes to Chicago, and came overland to

Winnebago Count}-, where John Andrew began

life upon a new farm, which is still the home of

his family. He was then in limited circumstances,

but through his own efforts became well-to-do. In

those early days, however, he had to bear many
hardships and privations incident to pioneer life.

He hauled many a load of grain to Chicago, which

was then the nearest market of anj' importance.

His death occurred at the age of fiftj'-one years.

His wife is yet living at the advanced age of four-

score years, and is well preserved both mentally

and physically. She makes her home with her

youngest son, Thomas. Like her husband, she has

been a life-long member of the Presbyterian

Church. Of the children, one died at the age of

eighteen years, but the other ten are still living

and have all married.

Mr. Andrew, of this sketch, was brought to Illi-

nois when only three j-ears of age, and upon his

father's farm in Harlem Township, he was reared

to manhood in the usual manner of faimer lads.

After attaining to mature years, he chose as a com-

panion and helpmate on life's journey Miss Lizzie

Brown, their union being celebrated in Hamilton

County, near Cincinnati, Ohio. The ladv was

born in that locality of Scotch parentage, being a

daughter of Alex and Margaret (Brown) Brown,

natives of Scotland. Her parents were married in

that countrj' and immediately afterward crossed

the Atlantic, settling near Cincinnati, where Mr.

Brown followed farming until his death, at the age

of eighty-one. His wife now lives with a son and

daughter, and is eighty-three years of age.

jNIrs. Andrew was educated at College Hill, Ohio,

and is a cultured and most estimable lady. By her

marriage she became the mother of two children,

but John, the only son, died at the age of seven

years. The daughter, Maggie B., is still at home.

As before stated, they reside at No. 803 North Court

Street. The Andrew household is the abode of

hospitality, and its members rank higli in social

circles. The parents and their daughter are mem-
bers of the Presbj'terian Church of this cit}'.

When Mr. Andrew entered upon his business

career, he located at Argylc Station, where for

twenty-five years he carried on business as a dealer

in grain, lumber, and coal. His surplus earnings

he has invested in real estate and now owns some

good property in Boone County, also in Rockford.

He was very successful in his undertakings, and

as the result of his enterprise met with a well-

deserved prosperity. He was recognized as one of

the leading citizens of his townsiiip, prominent in

all public affairs, and a leader among his fellow-

countrymen. Since the month of November, 1888,

he has lived a retired life in Rockford.

]^^¥.

7RANK A. FISCHER, w!io from early life

has made bis own wa}' in the world, and

by his own efforts acquired a handsome

property, has, since 1886, dealt in wines and liqu-

ors at Nos. 103 and 105 East State Street, his estab-

lishment being one of the finest of the kind in the

city. His life record is as follows: He was born

in Saxon}', German}', July 15, 1848, and comes of

a wealthy and prominent family. His father and

grandfather, both of whom bore the name of

William, were successful and extensive lumbermen,

further mention of them being made in the sketch

of Berhard Fischer, on another page of this work.

In the family were six brothers, all of whom grew

to manhood and became wealthy. One died very

recentl}' in New York, leaving a large estate.

Frank obtained a good education in his native

land, and at the age of fourteen began clerking in

a hardware house. Four j'ears later he sailed for

America, taking passage at Hamburg, and at

length landed in New York. It was in 1867 that

he arrived in Rockford, where he has since made

his home, and been activel}' engaged in business,

a part of the time as a partner of his brother. Not

only is he a dealer in wines and liquors, but he is

also a stockholder in the Merchants' and Manufac-

turers' National Bank, and ovtos an interest in the

Electric Manufacturing Company, of Rockford.

He possesses good business ability, is enterprising

and industrious, and by his untiring efforts has

accumulated considerable in-operty.
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In Rockford, Mr. Fischer led to the marriage

altar Miss Minnie Strese, who was born in Jeffer-

son City, AVis., and is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Ludwig Strese, both natives of Germany. A short

time after their marriage they emigrated to this

country, locating in Jefferson Cit)-, where they are

now living. The daughter was there reared and

educated, remaining at home until her marriage.

She is one of a family of six children. After their

marriage, Mr. Fischer brought his wife to Rock-

ford, and the}' hold a prominent position among
the people of his nationality in this city, having a

wide circle of friends and acquaintances.

Mr. Fischer takes quite an active part in social

affairs, especially' with the Germania Societ}', of

which he is an influential and leading member.

He has also taken considerable interest in political

affairs, but is connected with no part}-, voting for

the man, regardless of party afliliations.

r
I

EV. GARRET R. VANIIORNE, D. D., the

])residing elder of Dixon District, was

born in Franklin Township, Bergen

P County, N. J., June 30, 1841. His father,

John Vanhorue, was a native of the same county

and township, and the grandfather, Barney Van-

horne, was also born there, and was of early Dutch

ancestry'. He was a farmer, and spent his entire

life in his native town. He was a member of the

Dutch Reformed Church, and reared his children

in the same faith.

The father of our subject was reared upon a

farm, and learned the trade of a tanner, following

that for a time, but finally bought a farm in the

township of Franklin, N. J., and after that carried

on farming until a few years before his death,

when he retired from active life, and spent his

last daj-s in the citj^ of Paterson, N. J., where he

breathed his last October 19, 1891. The father of

our subject married Martha Terhune,who was a na-

tive of Franklin, N. J., and was born May 25,

1822, living until June 11, 1881. The parents of

our subject both joined the Methodist Episcopal

Church in early life, and the father served as

Steward, Trustee and Class-Leader; also as Super-

intendent of the Sunday-school. The children

who are still living are Cornelius, Catherine, our

subject, Sarah, Albert and Rachel. One child, John,

died at the age of three years.

Our subject received his early education in the

public schools of the town of Franklin, and at the

age of sixteen began to learn the trade of a brick-

layer, serving three years thereat, and then left his

trade, and in the fall of 1859 entered Garrett

Biblical Institute, at Evanston, III., and remained

there until August, 1861. This young man, like

thousands of others, threw down his books at the

call of his country', and took up a musket. lie

enlisted in Taylor's Battery of Light Artillery, of

Chicago, being the first student to enlist from his

school. He was in the battle of Frederickstown,

Mo., and later fought at Belmont, the first battle

in which Grant was commander. Receiving a

wound there, he was sent to the hospital at Cairo;

typhoid fever afterward set in, and he was for

eighty-two days under the surgeon's care, and

finally received his honorable discharge on account

of physical disability, by order of Gen. Ilalleck,

and went home to New Jersej'.

After fully recuperating, Mr. Yanhorne joined

the Newark Conference, and officiated as a minis-

ter of the Gospel until the fall of 1864, when, his

health again failing, he returned to Illinois in the

fall of 1865, when he joined the Rock River Con-

ference. He has been a member of that organiza-

tion ever since, and has preached at the following

places: Oregon, Minooka, Plainfield, Rochelle, De-

Kalb, Dixon, on Michigan Avenue, Chicago, and

in Rockford. While in charge of the church in

the latter-named city, our subject was instru-

mental in erecting the present handsome edifice.

After serving as pastor of the Centennial Church

of Rockford for three years, he was ap()ointed

the Presiding Elder of the Rockford District,

and served in that capacity for five years, when

he was appointed Presiding Elder of the Dixon

District, and is the incumbent of that position at

the present time, serving his third year.

INIiss Jennie A. Munroe became the wife of our

subject in 1865. She was born in Brownville,

Jefferson County, N. Y., October 18, 1847, and is
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a daugliter of George Munroe. Her fatlier, who
was l)orn in Lanark, Scotland, was the son of

Daniel and Jane Munroe, also natives of tliat

fountr^-. They came to the United Slates in an

earl3- day, and located in Watertown, N. Y., where

the grandmother died. Mr. Daniel Munroe came

AVest to this State in 1849, making a location in

Will County, where he purchased a farm near

Wilmington, and made that place his home the

remainder of his life. The father of Mrs. Van-

horne was verj' young when accompanying his

[jarents to America. He w.as married in the Em-
pire State to Sarah, daughter of Henry and

Charity Ilenze, natives of New York, and of Ger-

man descent.

George Munroe, the father of Mrs. Vanhorue,

continued to reside in New York luitil 1849, at

which time he came to the Prairie State, and pur-

chased a farm near Florence, Will County. There

he followed his trade of moulder for two winters,

and then farmed until November, 1861, when he

was elected Sheriff of the county, serving his full

term. Removing to .Joliet, he opened up in the

grocery business, doing a large retail trade, and

later took in as partner his son George, the firm

name being George Munroe & Son. In addition

to the grocerj' business, Mr. Munroe operated ex-

tensively in real estate, which business netted him

a fine income. He was vcrj' prominent in his

loealitj^, and departed this life September 5, 1890,

In politics, he was in early life a Democrat, but on

the organization of the Republican party, joined

its ranks. He served in the responsible position

of Treasurer of Will County. He was widely and

favorablj' known throughout the community,

where he was held in high esteem.

Mr. and Mrs. Vanhorne have become the parents

of three children, EvaM., .Jennie and George. The

elder daughter became the wife of Oscar J. Wigell.

He of whom we write cast his first Presidential

vote for Abraham Lincoln, since which time he

has voted the Republican ticket. The degree of

Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by

McKendry College, of Illinois, in 1888.

The Rev. Garret R. Vanhorne was elected and

served as reserve delegate to the general Confer-

ence of the Methodist Episcoi>al Church in 1888.

"WTien Dr. Vincent was elected Bishop, he was

appointed to fill that vacancy in the conference.

In social matters, he is a Master Mason, and is

connected with the Royal Arch Masons at Oregon.

He is also a member of Sycamore Commandery,
and of the Forest City Lodge No. 12, A. O. U. W.
He is a Grand Armj^ man, and holds merabeishii)

with Nevius Post No. 1. He is Chaplain of the

Third Regiment, Illinois National Guards, and is

the second oldest chaplain in the State.

EDMUND SNOWDON. A
and fertile tract of lar

,/ . ».' Burritt Township, Win:

<jy^ DMUND SNOWDON. A pleasantly located

land on section 1.5,

innebago County, is

owned and occupied by the subject of this sketch,

who is now giving his attention to its cultivation.

Born April 30, 1836, in Yorkshire, England, he is

a son of Daniel and Ann (Gambel) Snowdon, also

natives of the above-named county, where they

spent their entire lives as farmers.

Edmund Snowdon was the only member of the

parental family to come to America, prior to which

time he received a limited education in his native

countiy. He commenced to work out at the age

of nine 3'ears, and in 18.5.5 sailed from Liverpool

in the vessel "Webster," landing at New York
after a voyage of six weeks. Going at once to

Fulton County, N. Y., Mr. Snowdon was employed

on a farm there for a year, and then came to

Winnebago County, where he was engaged to work

on a farm in Harlem Township, for three years.

Desiring to see something of the far West, he went

to California, via the Isthmus of Panama, and

worked on a ranch for the three succeeding years,

and on returning to York State was engaged as a

farm hand for another twelvemonth. Finall3',

making a permanent location in Winnebago

County, Mr. Snowdon bought a farm, upon which

he is residing at the present time, and which then

contained eighty acres, since which time, however,

he has added ninety acres adjoining, all of which

is pleasantly located on the Trask Bridge Road.

The lady to whom our subject was married,

April 3, 1865, was MissPathenia Sophia Fell, and

to them have been granted three children: Belle A..
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Cora L. and Millie G. Mrs. Snowdon was horn

in Cheshire. England, where her father, AVilliam

Fell, w.as born September 6, 1806. Her grand-

parents, William .and Sophia Hartley Fell, spent

their entire lives in that shire. William Fell

learned the trade of a hand-weaver, at wliieh he

worked until ten years of age, when he entered

the cotton mills in Cheshire, and worked until

1843. Then, with his wife and three children, he

crossed the ocean to America in the sailing-vessel

" Patrick Henry," landing at Castle Garden after

a voyage of thirty d.ays. (ioing immediately to

Rhode Island, Mr. Fell made that Stsite his home

for three years, and then came to Winnebago

Coullt3^ which was at that time very sparsely set-

tled. He located in Durand Township, purchasing

a tract of forty acres, upon which he erected a log

house, and commenced at once to improve the

farm. He erected good buildings on the place,

and there resided until 1890, when he removed to

the home of our subject and his wife. The maiden

name of Mrs. Fell was Sarah Barningham, a native

of Yorkshire, England, who died on the home

farm in 1868.

A career houor.able alike to himself and to the

community in which he resides, Mr. Snowdon has

shown those valuable traits of ch.aracter without

which success is unattainable.

'Tp\\ OBERT BAUCH is Superintendent, Director

l^iir and stockholder of the Desk and Furniture

(As \\\ Company of Rockford, which business is

\^ located on North Second Street, at what

is commonly known as Knightville, where it

was established in 1881). Since that time, Mr.

Bauch has held the al)ove-niontioued positions, and

through his able management the business has been

productive of the best results. He was formerly

Superintendent of the Rockford Cabinet Company,

of which he was the founder, and which was estab-

lished in 1886. He has now under him about one

hundred men, and the success of the business is

characterized by his push and energy, and good

judgment and executive ability. He is an old,

tried and practical workman, and has been actively

engaged in business for the past twenty-five years.

He was for some time employed as a practical

workman and mechanic with the large furniture

factory of A. 1). Seam it Co. (now the Cream City

Furniture Company ). of INIilwaukee, Wis., and it

was while in that city that he learned his trade.

Since that time, he lias given his best efforts to his

business, and with substantial results. He invested

his monejand takes a deep interest in the Skandia

Furniture Companj', also the Diamond Furniture

Comiiany, and is a Director and stockholder in

both, besides holding his present position with the

Desk and Furniture Company, to which he gives

his personal supervision. His whole energy and

time are devoted Uj the furniture business, and he

keeps well posted in all matters relating to the

same.

Mr. Bauch comes of Teutonic stock, but was

born, however, in Milwaukee, Wis., in 1854. He

was there reared and educated, receiving a prac-

tical training in the cit}' schools; he was naturallj'

a practical mechanic and designer, and had also a

wonderful comm.and of languages, sjieaking Eng-

lish, German and Swedish, besides understanding

others. This is of great importance in his busi-

ness, and renders his services of much value.

He was the eldest of eight children, ftve sons and

three daughters, born to Gotlieb G. and Paulina

(Falke) Bauch, natives of Germany. The father was

reared in his native country, and there learned the

weaver's trade. Soon after his marriage, he came to

the United States and lirst located in Milwaukee,

where they had some trouble in making a living,

but after a time he began at his trade, and posses-

sing much natural ability, soon came to the front.

He became .Superintendent and Manager for Nied-

ner & Co., extensive weavers for many years in the

Cream Cit}', and after continuing with them for

some time, he began business on his own account.

During the Civil War, he served with a Wisconsin

regiment, and was in many prominent engage-

ments, receiving a wound in one of them that ren-

dered him a cripple for life. Subsequently, Mr.

Bauch took up a soldier's claim at Butternut Creek,

Wis., and there passed the closing scenes of his life.

He had been a sufferer from la grippe, and after
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recovering somewhat, although still verj^ weak,

took a drive liehind a spirited .young team, that

finally got beyond his control; the carriage was up-

set, and he so seriously injured, that he died in

March, 188;t, when about seventy-three years of

age. He came of a long-lived stock, and his father,

who died about six years ago, was nearly one hun-

dred years old. The mother of our subject is still

living, and makes her home with a son, Oscar, a

dry-goods merchant of Milwaukee. She is now,

March 13, 1892, fifty-eight years of age. She is a

member of the German Lutheran Church, and her

husband was also connected with that church. Of

the children born to their marriage, all are living,

.ind four are married.

Robert Bauch, of this notice, is the only one re-

siding in Roekford. He was married in Rockton,

111., to Miss Flora E. Springer, a native of Maine,

born .Tuly 25, 1854, and the daughter of George

W. and Rosauna (Guptill) Springer, both of Ger-

man nativity. The father was a shoemaker by

trade, who is now deceased, his death having oc-

curred in Rockton in 1887. His widow is still

living, resides at Beloit, Wis., and is seventy-six

years of age. Of the eight children born to this

worthy couple, Mrs. Bauch was the youngest in

order of birtli. One son, George Springer, was a

soldier in the Union army, and was killed while

defending the Stars and Stripes.

Mr. Bauch and his wife are both working mem-

bers of the First Congregational Church of Rock-

ford. Their union has been blessed by the birth

of three children, two of whom are living: Robert

G. and P. A. Florence died in infancy. In pol-

itics, Mr. Bauch is a strict Re(iublican.

•r^^-?— -^>

CARL O. ASPROOTH, baker and confec-

tioner, of Roekford, 111. One of the salient

, . features of the business men in the cities of

Illinois is their energj' and push, or, ."^s the Ameri-

cans put it, "go-aheaditiveuess." Roekford is no

exception in this respect, but affords a striking

example of the truth of the assertion, and Mr. Carl

O. Asprooth furnishes us with a striking case in

point. He owns u line business building at 2so.

106 Kishwaukee Street, the same being 22x80 feet,

with a basement, storerooms, and two flats above,

the whole of his building being the nortli half of

Union Block.

Mr. Asprooth, like many of the re|»resentative

business men of Roekford, is of foreign birth, and

first saw the light of day in .]onkoi)ing, Sweden,

December 15, 1846. He learned his trade in his

native country, and when about twenty years

of age, came to the United States. His father,

Daniel Asprooth, died in his native country in

1891, wlien seventy-four years of age. He was a

Lieutenant in the regular arm3' of Sweden, and

was a pensioner for twenty years before his death.

He was a prominent man. His father was a native

of Finland, and a Finland soldier. After the war

with Russia, the latter came into Sweden, where he

became a Swedish soldier, and where he died. The

mother of our subject, whose maiden name was

Hedwig Rosenquist, is still living in Sweden, and

although seventy-six years of age, is quite active

and spry. She and her husband were members of

the State Church of Sweden all their lives.

Carl O. Asprooth was the third in order of birth

of nine sons born to his parents, six of whom are

yet living. Two are in Sweden: Rev. Conrad L.,

a Lutheran minister, married, and Martin, a rail-

road station agent, at Franas, that country. He

is also married. The other brothers are in this

country. Daniel B. works for our subject; Otto

William is now residing in the northern part of Cal-

ifornia, and is a wood-dealer, and Frithof is a let-

ter-carrier of Roekford. The latter married Miss

Einma Bowman. Carl O. came to Roekford in

1867, and followed the baker's trade for different

individuals until 1874, when he branched out in

business on his own account, on East State Street,

continuing there until recently, when he came to

his present commodious quarters. This building

w.as built especially for his purpose, and is complete

in every department. The stock is complete in

every detail, and of the best qualit}', which in

no small measure is due his extended trade. He

is a stockholder in the Roekford Manufacturing

Company, the Roekford Baking Company, and is

interested in other local matters.

Mr. Asprooth was married, in this cit\", to M\ >
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SelmaEkblad,a native of Wester Gothland, Sweden,

born in 1854. She came with her sisters to the

United States in 1869, and has since resided in

Rockford. Her father died in Sweden a number

of j^ears ago, and after his death bis widow came

to the States. She is now a resident of Minneap-

olis, Minn. Mr. and INIrs. Asprooth had born to

their union seven chiklren: Ellen H., Fred T.,

Segred L., Eksell. Oscar, .lolin. and Maliel.

<^ felLLIAM H. RANDALL, known through-

\rJ// out Northern Illinois as one of the prora-

VV' inent horse-dealers, has invested much

monej^ in imported equines, and a lover of horse-

flesh would be pleased with the fine animals to be

seen on his place. He is ranked among the wealthy

citizens of Winnebago County, and is at present

residing in Durand, where he is held in excel-

lent repute.

A native of this county, our subject was born

in Pecatonica Township, October 24, 18.5.5, and is

the son of Henry J. and Calista C. (Walker) Ran-

dall. His early life was passed on a farm, and his

education was obtained in the schools of Durand

and Rockford, he having been a resident of the

former place since seventeen years of age. The

father of our subject was a dealer in horses, which,

before the days of railroads, he drove to California,

and had the honor of shipping the first car-load of

horses over the Union P.acilic Railway.

William H. Randall was thirteen j'ears of age

when his father sent him alone to California in

charge of two car-loads of horses, which business,

he has been engaged in since sixteen years of age.

In 1875, he formed a partnership with Herbert L.

Norton, with whom he is still associated. The firm

purchases horses in various parts of Illinois and

Iowa, and for the last four seasons have bought

manjr horses in the St. Louis market. Their prin-

cipal shipments have been to the Dakotas, where

they have established an enviable reputation, and

are doing a large and lucrative business, Mr. Ran-

dall being engaged in buying, and his partner in

selling, the animals. They own some fourteen

hundred acres of land in Dakota, and for five \ears.

carried on a banking business at Hamilton. N. Dak.,

at which place they also own a hotel and livery.

Messrs. Kandnll and Norton have a one-third

interest in the town site of Hamilton, which has a

most desiralile location, and have aided materially

in its upbuilding. The firm are the proprietors of

a stock ranch on Mouse River, North Dakota, and

are largely interested in race, running, and trotting

horses, owning "AVanderoo," a famous running

horse.

The oiiginal of this sketch, in 1887. was married

to Miss Mary, d.aughter of Judge E. O. Allen, of

Sterling, this State. Mrs. Randall was born in that

place in 1866, and by her union with our subject,

has become the mother of one son, Edgar, who was

born in November, 1888. In social matters, our

subject is an Odd Fellow, being identified with

both the Subordinate Lodge and Encampment. 1 n

addition to the numerous interests in which he is

engaged, he has in his possession a large stock farm,

near Durand. He is a man who has made his way

in the world, has large experience in his branch of

work, and is far-seeing and prudent in the manage-

ment of his affairs. To-day, he is considered one

of the most successful and wealthy horsemen in

this part of the State, and we predict that in the

near future he is destined to reach eVen a higher

round in the ladder of fame as a horse-breeder.

Mr. Randall is President of the Dur.and Driving

Park Association. They have one of the best half-

mile tracks in the State.

UTNAM B. DICKERMAN, a well-known

) farmer of New Milford Township, Win-

nebago County, residing on section 15,

first opened his eyes to the light of day in

.Jewett, Greene County, N. Y., July 7, 1840. His

parents, Joel and Eunice (Bailey) Dickerman, were

also natives of the same county. His grandfather,

.Joel Dickerman, Sr., was born in Connecticut, and

died at the age of eight}' years, leaving two sons

and two daughters: Amelia, wife of Lucius Pond;

Joel, father of our subject; Worcester A. .and

Catherine, widow <>f Addison Ramsey, deceased.
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The grandmother died at the home of our subject,

September 6, 1866, at the age of eighty-one years.

Putnam Dickerman acquired a good Euglisli

education, and between the ages of eighteen and

twentj'-one 3-ears, engaged in teaching in the win-

ter season, and iu farming through the summer,

but on the 1st of August, 1862, he left the plow

and enlisted in the One Hundred and Twentieth

New York In fan tr}'. He participated in the battles of

Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg,

where two-thirds of his company were killed, while

after the battle but three responded to the roll-

call. He took part in thirteen engagements alto-

gether, including, besides those mentioned, the

battle of Mine Run, tlie battle of the Wilderness,

Spottsylvauia, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Straw-

berry Plains and Bo,ydton. The engagement there

was short but serious. The troops were once in

great danger of being captured, but under cover

of night succeeded in making their escape. Mr.

Dickerman was sent by his Colonel to the hos-

pital, on account of ill health, and returned home

in Februar}', 1865. He rejoined his regiment in

April, but soon afterward Lee surrendered, and he

was mustered out at Kingston on the 8th of June.

He went into the service as Fifth Sergeant and

came out as Second Lieutenant. He was ever a

faithful soldier, always at his post of duty, and

may well be proud of his army record.

Mr. Dickerman was married in Jewett, N. Y.,

Sepember 12, 1865, to Emily F. Peck, of that city,

daughter of Munson and Mary Peck, both natives

of Jewett. Both her paternal and maternal grand-

parents were from Connecticut. The Peck family

were farming people, and were Presbyterians in re-

ligious belief. Her father died in Massachusetts

in December, 1883, at the age of sixty-two. Her

mother is still living at the age of seventj'. Their

only son, Alfred, died in January, 1871, at the age

of twenty-three years. The two daughters are

Emilj', and Martha, wife of William Hasty, of Berk-

shire County, Mass.

The wedding tour of Mr. and Mrs. Dickerman

was their journey to Kockford, 111. In the autumn,

they settled upon a farm of three hundred and

forty-eight acres, which he and his father had

purchased at $.30 per acre. Since that time, he

has made about ij2,000 worth of improvements on

the buildings, until now his barns and other out-

buildings are models of convenience. He also

raises a good grade of stock, and the farm seems

complete in all its appointments. The lionie is a

pleasant residence and is surrounded hy well-tilled

fields, which yield a golden tribute to the owner.

He has given almost his entire time and attention

to his business, yot has served as School Director

and Path Master, and is Steward in the New Mil-

ford Metliodist Church, in wliich he is an active

member.

Mr. and Mrs. Dickerman have lost one son,

Frank, who died at the age of fifteen niontlis.

Three children are yet living: Alfred, who was

educated in Rockford and Beloit, and is a resident

farmer of this community, wedded Fannie Hold-

ridge, of New Milford; Mary has been a student

in tlie Rockford Academy; and Burton, who is

now eighteen years of age, is a student in the

Rockford High School, from which he expects to

graduate.

—'} m^^^<^ -i^

y;Vi INER AV. HAYWARD. In Winnelwgo

County are to be found several farmers

.who have reached a high degree of pros-

perity by the persistent pursuit of a chosen

calling, and the exercise of prudence and fore-

sight in the conduct of their affairs. Among
these none deserve the notice of the biographical

writer more than the gentleman with whose name

we open this paragraph. He is at present occupy-

ing a fine farm of one hundred and twenty acres,

lying on section 3, Roscoe Township, where he

devotes the greater portion of his time and atten-

tion to the growing of cereals, which, when mar-

keted, bring him in handsome returns. He also

keeps ten or twelve milch cows on his place, and

sends the milk to a creamery in the vicinit3'.

A native of Vermont, our subject was born

January 27, 1849, in Weybridge, and was a son of

Edwin and Lucy A. (Warner) Hayward. Miner

W. was the fifth child and third son in the paren-

tal family, his brothers and sisters bearing the re-

spective names of Azel D., Hattie F.. Laura A.,
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Levi G. and Susie M. The father of our subject

departed this life in Vermont, and the mother,

who is still surviving, came West with her children

in 1865, and resides with her daughter in C'hi-

cago.

Miner W. Hayward and Miss Lucy W., daughter

of Benjamin F. (tnd Ilannali (Warner) Wooster,

were united in marriage .lainiary 2, 188-1. Her

parents were natives of Vermont, wliere they spent

their last days on their own farm, the father dying

in March, 1884, when sixty-nine years of age, and

the mother dying on March 1, 1887, when in her

seventy-third year. Mrs. ^\^)()ster was the mother

of two children l)y a former marriage, the eldest

of wlinm, Warner, died in his second 3'ear; Leva,

now Mrs. C. H. Riclimond, is residing at Jay,

Essex County, N. Y. Uy her union with Mr.

Wooster have been born Jay W., who is a farmer

at Whiting, \t.; Frank H., also residing in tliat

place, and Lucy W., now Mrs. Hayward.

To our subject and his wife have been born two

daughters and one son, viz.: Olive M., who was

born November 1, 1886; Charles P., who was

born April 18, 1888, and Marion M., who was bom
February 18, 1890. They hold membership in the

Congregational Church, and in politics our sub-

ject is a stanch Republican. Mrs. Hayward is a

very intelligent and cultured lady, and is a gradu-

ate of tiie State Normal School at Castleton, Vt.

As Itefore stated, our subject has an excellent

farm, which he is managing with good financial suc-

cess, at the same time doing what he can to pro-

mote the highest interests of his adopted town-

siiip, and as a practical farmer is contributing to

its material prosperity.

•^ =!^^ ••• :at(^3JE ••• ^"9^

AVID MITCHELL. Among the many
progressive .and prospercius citizens of

Winnebago County, none is more deserv-

ing of representation in this volume than

the gentleman above named, who makes his home

in Pecatonica village. He was born in Genesee

County, N. Y., in December, 1819, being a son of

David, Sr., and Polly (Wooster) IMitchell, both of

wliom were natives of the (ireen Mountain State,

The father died in Stephenson County, at the .age

of seventy-four, while the mother died in this

county at the age of eighty-four years. The entire

Mitchell family, .as far as is known, were natives

of Vermont.

David, of this sketch, was a lad of twelve years

when he left home and began to battle with life

on his own account. June 11, 1846, he was united

in marriage to Martha A., dangliter of John and

]\Laria Smith, a sketch of whom will be found in

the biography of G. W. Smith on another page of

this volume. Our subject was residing in Ohio at

the time of his marriage, and in the fall of 1851

came with his wife to Stephenson County, this

State, where he bought a tract of three hundred

and tvventy acres of land, which cost him $275.50

with a soldier's warrant. He made fine improve-

ments on his estate, upon which he resided for

twentj'-one years, and in 1880 selling a portion of

it, removed to Pecatonica, where he is the owner

of considerable real estate. He still has in his

possession one hundred and fifty acres of his farm

property.

The five children born to Mr. and JMrs. Mitcliell

are Marietta E., who was born in Seneca County,

Ohio, March 1, 1848, is married, and has five chil-

dren; Jtihn P., also born in the above-named

county, Dccemljer 25, 1850, is married, and is the

father of one child; Fannie F. is Mrs. Charles

Comly, and was born in Stephenson County, June

8, 1857; Nellie A. and Wallace E., born in Ste-

phenson County, the former September 26, 1865,

and the latter Feliruary 13, 1869, are both niai-

ried.

He of whom we write purchased one hundred

and sixty acres of laud in Iowa, which he deeded

to one of his sons. He has given his children

good educations, two of them having taught

school for several terms. Mr. Mitchell for the past

thirteen years has dealt extensively in blooded

horses of the Hamhlctonian breed, one of which he

has sold for $500.

The grandparents of Mrs. Mitchell on her moth-

er's side were Gilbert F. and Olive (Griswold)

F"'erris, tlie former of whom was born May 12. 1779,

and the latter February 6, the same year. They

were married March 16, 1798, the gr.andfather dying
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January 15, 1834, when cight_y-fouv years of age.

He participated in the War of 1812, as did also

the fatlier of Mr. Mitclicll, tlie latter of whom was

a pensioner of tlie Government.

S]SAAC D. MILLER. We herewith present the

11 sketch of a prominent and retired farmer,

It, whose home is in the city of Belvidere. He

is a native of Burlington, Bradford County, Pa.,

and was horn December 26, 1827. He is a son of

Isaac and Beulah (Morley) Miller, the father born

in Bennington, Vt., where he was a farmer. He
was very prominent in local affairs, and served in

tlie responsible position of Justice of the Peace,

and after coming to Boone County in 1842, was

Supervisor for seven years.

On locating in the Prairie State, tlie elder Mr.

Miller bought three hundred and twenty acres of

land, for wiiich he paid $4 per acre, and a part of

which is the present property of our subject. The

father erected all the necessary buildings on the

farm and removed to Belvidere in 1865, where he

. resided until his death, April 14th, 1868, when

seventj^-five 3-ears of age. His wife, who is a na-

tive of Connecticut, departed this life on the

home farm November 29, 1863, when in her sixty-

sixth year. She was the daughter of Isaac and

Beulah Morley, whose demise occurred in Pennsyl-

vania, the former having been a soldier in the

Revolutionary War.

Isaac D. Miller remained at home until his mar-

riage, January 1, 1852, at which time Miss Caroline

Akin, who was born in Crawford Count}', Pa.,

November 5, 1833, became his wife. Mrs. Miller

is the daughter of Andrew and Marian (Graves)

Akin. Her father was born at Mt. Upton,

Chenango County, N. Y., March 8, 1810, and

spent his boyhood days in his father's home. He
attended school regularly until old and strong

enough to work on the farm, after which his attend-

ance was limited to the winter seasons. Like many
other farmer boys he " mowed and hoed and held

the plow and longed for one-and-twenty." The

winter previous to his seventeenth birtliday, he

taught a large district school, in which at least

one-tliird of the pupils were older tlian liimself,

but notwithstanding that fact, the youthful

teacher succeeded in giving satisfaction to the

patrons of the school. His salary was ^12 per

month, and he boarded around among the people.

He continued to work on the farm during tlie

summer and teach in winter until he was of age.

At Erie, Pa., October 11, 1832, Mr. Akin was

married to Marian, the youngest of nine cliildren

born to Deacon Amos Graves and liis wife. After

his marriage, Mr. Akin's first undertaking was

building a grist and saw mill in Sparta, in tlie ad-

joining county of Crawford, Pa. The couiitry

was new and sparsely settled, and the mills prov-

ing an unprofitable investment, he sold his inter-

est and began the study of law. After practicing

the profession about one year, he was compelled

to abandon it on account of intlammation of the

eyes.

Having concluded to coine West. Mr. Akin, ac-

companied by his family and father and mother,

removed to Belvidere, 111., where he rented a new
house just built by Alex Neely, across the street

from the old "Towner Hotel." The following

spring he rented a farm on Bonus Prairie, known
as the Keith farm, and during that year raised one

thousand five hundred bushels of corn, which lie

tried to dispose of, but failed to obtain an offer

on it even at twelve and one-half cents per bushel,

so he abandoned it to the rats. Later, Mr. Akin

removed to Pigeon Woods, Kane County, where

he remained two years, engaged in fanning pur-

suits and serving as Justice of the Peace. Thence

he removed to Elgin, where he engaged in the

grocery business with success until his store was

burglarized by a band of Mormons, who escaped

with his most valuable goods.

In January, 1852, Mr. Akin removed to Chi-

cago, and while there acted in the capa('ity of

Justice of the Peace and Police Justice. When
the Legislature changed the name of the latter

office to that of Police Magistrate, and made it

subject to election by the people, he was contin-

ued in the position for seven years in succession.

Having been admitted to the Bar, he entered the

practice of law in partnership with Hon Solon O.

Thacher (now of Lawrence, Kan.), and continued



1222 PORTEAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

in practice for one year. Later, with J. P.

Mather, he concluded to erect a saw and grist

mill in Council Orovc, Kan. Accordingly, he

bought machinery for hoth mills, and sent his .son,

C. Ci.. to Kans.as to commence the work of build-

ing. The mills were completed in 1862, and two

years later Mr. Akin removed his family to the

Grove. Disposing of his interest in the mills in

1864, he engaged in farming for a time, and after-

ward, with his sons, C. G. and Henry t'., entered

into the mercantile business at the Grove. They

were very successful for two years, until the Union

Pacific Railroad was finished to a point a few miles

north of the Grove, which ruined the trade.

Removing to Wilson County, Kan., Mr. Akin

erected a steam saw mill and a water power grist-

mill, and about the time they were finished he was

ap|)ointed Registr-^r of the United States Land

OIHce at Augusta, Kan. His next removal was to

Chanute, Kan., where he bought a large steam

grist mill and ran it for a year and a half. Again

selling out, he returned to Chicago and inirchased

a flouring mill situated at Homewood, in Cook

County, but when repairs had been completed and

business commenced, his youngest son, Charles M.,

who was associated with him, was inst.antly killed

as he was getting off the car at Homewood.
Shortly afterward, Mr. Akin dispf)sed of the busi-

ness and returned to the city.

In July, 1879, Mr. Akin left Chicago and went

to Sioux City, Towa, where his son Henry C. was

residing and in business. Ho[iing to benefit his

health, he traveled extensively by steamboat up

the Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers, and return-

ing to Sioux City, spent two years there. On ac-

count of failing health, he came to Belvidere to

live with his daughter, Mrs. Isaac D. Miller, with

whom he made his home for nine years. He is

now (1892) residing with his son H. C, at Omaha.

His wife, who w.as born at Sherburne, N. Y., July 27,

1812, departed this life at Guilford, K.an., when
sixty-two 3'ears old, and was buried in Topeka, that

State. Their children were as follows; Carlos G.,

deceased; Eugene L., formerly of K.ansas, now de-

ceased; Henry C, of Omaha, Neb.; Charles M., de-

ceased; Caroline Miller, of Belvidere; Harriet Mar-

vin, of Chicago; and Emma C. Singleton, of Fredon-

ia, Kan. In politics, Mr. Akin was first a Whig,

and when that party dissolved became a Repub-

lican, whicii party he still supports.

To our subject and his wife the following three

children have been born: Lillie, Mrs. Charles

Agor, is the mother of two children, one of whom
is deceased; Ida married William Bowley, and

Nellie became the wife of Melvin Dorn, a promi-

nent merchant of Belvidfere, and she and her hus-

l>and reside with her parents at Belvidere. Mr.

Miller lived upon the old homestead until 1891,

when he purchased property in the village, and is

now enjoying the results of his industry and per-

severance. He and his wife are prominently iden-

tified with the Baptist Church. Socially, he is a

member of Belvidere Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. M.,

and Kishwaukee Chapter No. 90, R. A. M. In

1852, he built the Little Thunder Mills, doing all

of the mechanical work himself, and operated the

same for a period of thirt3'-two years with marked

success. Under the old process his mill stood at

the head, having taken the premium on flour at

the Boone County Fair three times in succession,

in competition with the mills of this county.

f[/_^ON. DAVID HUNTER, a well-known and

[ifjj; popular farmer of Guilford Township,

I"V^ Winnebago County, residing on section 15,

(^J) was born in Perry, Wyoming County, N. Y.,

.January 15, 18.36. His fathei', James Hunter, was

born six miles from Belfast, Ireland, and was of

Scotch descent. When a joung man, he came to

America, and resided in Oswego, N. Y., whence he

removed to Perry, Wyoming County. He learned

the trade of hand-weaving in his native land, and

in Perry followed that occupation. In 1844, he

came to Illinois, accompanied b^' his wife and five

children, and settled in Guilford Township, upon

the farm which is now the home of our subject.

He developed a good farm, and here made his

home until his death, which occurred in 1869. His

wife bore the maiden name of Ann Aikens. She

was also a native of the Emerald Isle, and when

3'oung came to this country, settling in Canada,

whence she removed to New York. After her
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husband's death, she resided in Rockford, until

called to her final rest December 31, 1891. She

was of a charitable disposition and possessed a

kindly Christian character, and those who knew

her best loved her most. She took a deep interest

in public afifairs, especially those calculated to up-

build humanity, and was a consistent member of

the First Congregational Church. She reared the

following children: David, of this sketch; Belle,

who is Principal of the Ellis School of Rockford

;

Mary.I., a teacher in the public schools of St. Louis;

Dr. Sarah, of St. Louis; and Benjamin, a prominent

farmer near that city.

Our subject was eight jears old, when, with his

parents, he came to Illinois. His educational ad-

vantages were limited, being those of the common
schools, and he was reared amid the wild scenes

of frontier life. He remained under the parental

roof until May, 1861, when he enlisted in C'oni-

panj' C, Fifteenth Illinois Infantrj-. He served

three years, participating in all the engagements

of the regiment, and was discharged in May, 1864.

on the expiration of his term of enlistment. He
then spent a few weeks at home, after which he

accepted a position in the Quartermaster's De-

partment at N'ashville, serving in that capacity

until .July, 1865, when he returned to the North

and resumed farming on the old homestead.

In 1872, Mr. Hunter was united in marriage

with Sarah L. Gunsolus, who was born in Cherry

Valley Township, Winnebago County, and is a

daughter of James S. and Sophia Gunsolus, pio-

neers of this community. Their union has been

blessed with the following children: Benjamin.

•Toseph, Robert, Annie, Mar}', Edith, Gertrude and

Harriet.

Mr. Hunter cast his first Presidential vote for

Abraham Lincoln and has since been a stalwart

supporter of Republican principles. He has filled

various offices of trust with credit to himself and

satisfaction to his constituents. In 1884, he was

elected a representative from this district, and was

one of the hundred and thiee who voted for John

A. Logan for United States Senator. So well did

he fill the ofKce that at the expiration of his term

he was re-elected, and once more, in 1890, he was

the people's choice, and is the present representa-

tive of his district. This third election shows his

liopularity, and the trust reposed in him by his

fellow-citizens. Socially-, he is a member of Nevius

Post No. 1, G. A. R., and also belongs to Rockford

Lodge No. 102, A. F. A- A. M. In addition to his

farming interests, he is a Director of the Third

National Bank. A pleasant, genial gentleman, he

is highly esteemed, and has many warm friends

throughout the community.

;^*.HOMAS BROWN, deceased, was born in

f(l^s\ Campbellton, Scotland, February 28, 1807,

\^<- and died on his farm in Caledonia Town-
ship, Boone County, October 4, 1889, respected by

all who knew him. In his native land he remained

until twenty-five years of age, when he crossed the

broad Atlantic, and joined his brothers and sisters

who had previously come to this country, and lo-

cated near Cincinnati, Ohio. He there made his

home for fourteen years, after which he came to

Illinois, and purchased an unbroken tract of land

in Caledonia Township, Boone County, where he

began the development of a farm. He then re-

turned to Ohio for his parents, who had also located

in this country, and the family finally became resi-

dents of Boone County, where the father and

mother of our subject spent their last days. The

former, however, died just three weeks after reach-

ing his new home. His wife survived him some

years, and died at an advanced age in Boone

County. They were active members of the Pres-

byterian Church, and highly respected people.

They had quite a large familj'.

After coming to Illinois, Thomas Brown met and

married Miss Margaret Ralston, their wedding

being celebrated in Harlem Township, Winnebago

County. She was born in Massachusetts, Sei)tem-

ber 11, 1834, and is a daughter of William and

Ella (Greenlee) Ralston, natives of Scotland. Af-

ter the birth of four of their children, they emi-

grated to America in 1834, crossing the Atlantic

in a sailing-vessel. After some time spent in Massa-

chusetts, they removed to Hamilton County, Ohio,

and in 1848 came to Illinois, wiierc lie purchased
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a tract of wild land in Harlem T(>wnf.bii), making-

it a fine farm, upon which he and his wife spent

their remaining da^'S. His death occurred in 1870,

at the age of seventy-six years, and Mrs. Ralston

died four years later, at the age of sixty-seven.

They led bus3' and useful lives, and when quite

young, united with the Presbyterian Church. They

became prominent workers of the Willow Creek

Presbyterian Church, which they helped to organ-

ize. Their family numbered three sons and six

daughters, of whom two sons and three daughters

are yet living.

Mr. and Mrs. Brown were quite prominent peo-

ple of Boone County, and he was ver}- successful

in his business affairs, but afterward lost a great

many thousand dollars in a bank failure of Rock-

ford. This materially diminished his fortune, yet

he left a considerable property to his widow.

In politics, he was a Democrat, and was honored

with most of the township offices. lie was an earn-

est worker and faithful member of the Willow

Creek Presbyterian Church, which he served as

Elder, and Mrs. Brown is a faithful member of the

same congregation. Since her husband's deatli,

Mrs. Brown has come to Rockford and built a fine

home at No. 603 North First 'Street, where she is

now living quietly. This worthy couple reared

two adopted children: Edward Blowers, who mar-

ried Mary Bamasqua, and is now carrying on a

cheese factory in Capron, Boone County; and

Eliza Blowers, now tiie wife of Henry Farmers,

a machinist i-esiding in Belvidci'e. III.

\li , ENRY MILLER, now deceased, is numbered

jT jV among the early settlers of Rockford, and

/4\^^ well deserves representation in this volume.

(^) A native of Cayuga Countj', N. Y., he was

born at Union Springs, in 1814, and came of an old

family of that State. His parents were well-to-do

people, of German lineage, who lived and died on

a farm in the county of his nativity.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, our subject

was reared to manhood, and in Ca3'uga Countj- he

resided until his emigration to Illinois in 185fi.

For a time after locating in Rockford, he carrie<l

on a grocery store and eating house, then gave up

the latter, and devoted his entire attention to the

grocery business, in which he met with signal suc-

cess, acquiring a Large property. Later in life, he

sold out his store and invested his money in real

estate, and m the banking business. He was a

sagacious and far-sighted business man, industrious

and enteiprising, and bj^ tiie exercise of these

characteristics, won prosperity, leaving at his death

a large property to his widow.

Mr. Miller was married in Auburn, N. Y., to

Miss Susan B. Rude, who was born in that city in

1820, and there spent the days of her maidenhood

with her parents, Amos and Phoebe (Bayles) Rude,

the former a native of New Y'ork, and the latter of

New Jersey. They both came of wealthy and

highly respected families. After their marriage,

they resided in the Empire State, and Mr. Rude

died in Auburn, at the age of seventy-two j-ears.

He had been connected with various enterprises,

and was quite a prominent politician, a stanch ad-

vocate of the Democracy. He was a man quite lib-

eral in thought, and of decided opinion when once

his mind was made up concerning any question.

After the death of her husband, Mrs. Rude came

West, and died three years later at the home of

her daughter, Mrs. Miller, in Rockford, at the age

of seventy-five years. In religious belief, she was

a Methodist.

Under the guidance of her parents, Mrs. Miller

was reared, becoming an intelligent and cultured

lady. She possesses good executive and business

ability, and since her husband's death has man-

aged all his affairs. She is a member of the Chris-

tian Union Church, and a liberal thinker on relig-

ious questions. She has the warm esteem of many
friends, and the respect of all who know her.

LTnto Mr. and Mrs. Miller were born three chil-

dren, all now deceased. William H.,born in 1840,

was the founder of the Keokuk Business College, a

very successful institution. His death occurred

December 26, 1881, in Keokuk, Iowa. His wife,

whose maiden name was Minnie Gilbert, died just

exactly four years before her husband, leaving

three children: Frank, who resides witli his grand-

mother, and is employed in the Winnebago Na-

tional Bank, of Rockford; .Sarah, wife of James
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Joslyn, Assistant Cashier of the Rockford National

Bank, and Harry, now learning the machinist

trade with the John Barnes Manufacturinof Com-
jiany. Sarah E., the second child in the Miller

family, became the wife of Horace A. Towne, and

died in Hannibal, Mo., January 12, 1870. Her hus-

band resides in Minneapolis, Minn., and is ex-Su-

perintendent of the Northern Pacific Railroad.

May C, the youngest of the family, was the wife

of James T. Joslyn, and died in Greeley, Colo., Oc-

tober 26, 1889, leaving two sons, Burtis T. and

Fred M.

Mr. Miller, whose name heads this record, took

quite a prominent part in public affairs, and was a

worthy citizen. In politics, he was a Republican,

and was a member of the Christian Union Church.

After a well and worthily spent life of over three-

score years and ten, he passed away at his home at

No. 306 North Main Street, on the 13th of Novem-

ber, 1884.

'^1 OHN SEAL. We find our subject supplied

with all the comforts, and many of the luxu-

ries of life which are the result of the hab-

its of thrift and industry to which he was

trained from boyhood, and which have followed

him through his latter years. He was engaged in

farming until 1882, since which time he lias resided

in Rockford.

A native of Hunterdon County, N. J., our sul>

ject, who is the son of Robert and Sarah (Force)

Seal, was born December 31, 1824. His parents

were also natives of New Jersej', and being in lim-

ited circumstances, John was compelled to earn his

own living when quite young, engaging to work

on a farm wlien eleven years of age. At the end

of nine months, he made a contract to remain a

year longer, and was to receive 83 per montii for

the entire period. At the expiration of that time,

he entered the employ of Peter Yawger, a farmer,

and remained with him until reaching his major-

ity.

After his marriage, tlie original of this sketch

commenced life on a rented farm at Round Valley,

N. J., whence a year later he removed to Charles-

ton, same State, and lived on rented projierty for

the five succeeding years. Mr. Seal then bought
that farm, and was engaged in its cultivation until

1855. wiien he disposed of it, and, coming to tiiis

county, purchased a partially-improved tract of

one hundred and twentj' acres in Winnebago
Township. Upon this farm he made his home un-

til coming to Rockford, as before stated, in 1882.

In the meantime, he added to liis purchase, planted

fruit, shade and ornamental trees, and erected a

good set of frame buildings.

Mr. Seal, of this sketch, was married October 31,

1846, to Miss Jane Belles, a native of Warren

County, N. J., who departed this life in 1849. Our
subject was again married in November of tiiat

year, to Elizabeth Creager, who was born in the

State and county of his nativity, and was the

daughter of George and Charity Creager. Mr.

Seal is the father of two children by his first mar-

riage: Sarah, the wife of Joseph Mitchell, of Lyon
County, Minn., is the mother of five children, viz:

Lizzie, Nellie, Lydia, Agnes and Belle. The son,

Peter, married Amanda Phelps, and has two chil-

dren, Sarah and Camilla. Mrs. Mitchell's daugh-

ter Lizzie is now the wife of George Pervis, and

is the mother of a daugliter, Ada.

/^^ GDEN HANCP2. This highly-respected citi-

j( j zen of Pecatonica eujoj'S the distinction of

^^^ having been the first white child born in

Winnebago County, his birth having occurred

October 21,1836, in Pecatonica Township. His

early home was in one of the first log cabins erected

in this portion of Illinois, whither his father,

Thomas Hance, had removed in 1834. He is

therefore well known throughout the county, and

his life has been characterized Ijy such honor and

uprightness as to secure for him a high place in

the regard of his fellowraen.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Adam
Hance, resided in the vicinity of Sandusky, Ohio,

where he reared his eleven ciiildren. In his family

was a son Thomas, who, seeking a new home in

the great West, visited Northern Illinois, in tlie

f.all of 1833. and was so delii-hted with llie splen-
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did soil and pleasant climate that lie determined

to make it his permanent home. Accordingly, he

went back to the Bucke3'e State for his wife and

child, and with them he returned in 1834 and set-

tled in Pecatonica Township, where he entered a

tract of land from the Government and spent his

remaining j-ears. He departed this life at Peca-

tonica, Ju\y 13, 1886. His wife, whose maiden name

was Phcebe DeWitt, was a native of Ohio, where

she was married in 1831; she survived her husband

several 3'ears, passing away .July 19, 1889.

The family of which our subject is a memlier

comprised seven children, six of whom still survive.

Tiiey were reared in the faith of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, to which their parents belonged.

The sons were earl^Mnitiated to hard work, aiding

their father in his labor of clearing and cultivat-

ing the farm. Tliose early years witnessed many
hardships, for upon making settlement here Mr.

Hance w.as so poor that he could not pay for liis

claim until he had earned money by plowing fur-

rows around different claims, to thus gain a start

for himself. A few years before his demise, he re-

tired from active labor, and surrounded b^' the

love and tender care of his children, and in the

enjoyment of the competency which his arduous

labors had accumulated, he p.assed the twilight of

Ills life. Politically, he was a Democrat, and

served as Supervisoi- and Assessoi' for twenty

3'ears.

Tlie lady who, August 17, 1862, became the

wife of Ogden Hance, the ceremony being per-

formed b3' .Judge Miller, at Rockford, was known
in maidenhood as Amanda V. Armstrong and

was born in AVashiugton, Richland Count3',

Ohio, September 29, 1839. Her grandparents,

William and P^liz.abeth (Keunie) Armstrong, were

residents of Ohio until their death. Her parents,

.James and Catharine (Shoup) Armstrong, removed

from Ohio to Stephenson County, this State, in

1841, and entered land from the Government.

Twent3'-five years after making settlement there,

the\- moved to Iowa, where tlie3- died, the father.

May 24, 1884, aged seventy-seven 3'ears, tliree

months and one day, and tlie mother, October 4,

1872, aged fifty-four years, four months and

thirteen days. They were the parents of eleven

children, seven of whom are still living. Mr.

Armstrong served as Justice of the Peace for a

period of more than twenty-five years, and was

the first school teacher, and also taught the first

singing school at IJock Run, this State.

Mr. and Mrs. Hance are active in charitable

works, and she is especiall3- interested in the W. C.

T. v., of which she is a member. They have two

children, Edgar L. and Myrta F. The former was

born August 26, 1863, and was graduated, June

16, 1886, from the Cliicago Union Law School.

He now resides in Chicago, where he has been

practicing his profession for five years in the office

of Iverr &, Barr. Myrta F., born in Pecatonica

Township, May 5, 1868, married S. B. Niles, Octo-

ber 15, 1885, and has one daughter, Hue \'., who

was born May 29, 1887.

\^( OHN STEVES, who has been a resident of

Winnebago Count3' since 1846, is at present

residing in Durand and was born Ma3'^

^^^ 19, 1820, in Montgomery County, N. Y.

He is a son of -Jacob and Marv (Young) Steves,

also natives of the Empire State, while his great-

grandfather, Jeremiah Steves, hailed from Eng-

land, coming to America in the Colonial times and

locating at Sing Sing, N. Y. He reared a large

famil3' of children, a number of his sons being

soldiers in the Revolutionary War.

.John Steves, the grandfather of our subject, was

))orn at Sing Sing, N. Y., and when attaining ma-

ture years married Margaret Miller. The3' resided

in Montgomery Count3', whither he had removed

when a 3'oung man. In early life, he followed the

trade of a cooper, but in 1830, removing to Onon-

daga Coun 13', began farming and died in his eighty-

fourth year. He was the father of one son and

three daughters, viz: Margaret, who married

Abrain Vosburg; Mary, the wife of Heniy Yoor-

hees; Eliza, who died unmarried, and Jacob, who
was born in 1799, in Montgomery Count3', N. Y.

The father of our subject was reared on the

home farm and in after life was more than ordin-

aril3' successful in agricultural pursuits. He was

married in his native count3', whence he removed
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to Onondaga County in the spring of 1824. There

he made liis home until his removal to Illinois in

1857, and on coming directly to Diirand Township

purchased property, to the operations of which lie

gave his personal superintendence. After making

his home here for some ten or twelve years, the elder

Mr. Steves removed to Vinton, Benton Count}',

Iowa, where his demise occurred when in his

eight^'-fifth j'ear; he was followed to the better

land by his good wife, who died a year later.

John Steves of this sketch had two brothers and

three sisters, namely: Sarah Ann, Catherine, Mary,

Fletcher and Dempster. He was four j'ears of age

when his parents removed to Onondaga County,

N. Y., where his early years were passed on the

farm. Although the sehoolhouse was a long dis-

tance from his home, he attended as regularly as

he could, and when fourteen years of age entered

a boarding-school, where he prosecuted liis studies

for a few winters.

The lady to whom our subject was ruarried in

1843 bore the name of Julia A. Paddock, and was a

native of Western New York. Tliree years later, the

young couple emigrated to the Prairie State and

made their home upon land which Mr. Steves pur-

chased near the city of Rockford. He was the

owner of a large foundry and machine sliops in

that city, which branch of business he managed in

a most successful and profitable manner. In 1849,

the family came to Durand, where our subject pur-

chased a gristmill, the only one of that kind in the

place and which is still in his possession. Although

having quite a little sum of money when he came

to Illinois, by paying strict attention to his milling

operations he has acquired a handsome compe-

tency.

To Mr. and Mrs. Steves have been born four

sons and four daughters: Cynthia J., the widow

of Lieut. Caperon, makes her home in this place;

Mary E., Mrs. Henry Burrell, lives in Freeport;

Julia E., who married Fred Miller, is a resident of

"Woodward, Iowa; Sarah Grace, at present Mrs. Will

Bear, makes her home at Hot Springs, S. Dak.;

Jacob E., who enlisted in the late war, died at

White Station, near Memphis, Tenn., while in the

service; John H., a resident of St. Helena, Cal., is

conducting a successful business as a hardware

merchant and plumber; Nathan P., who is a mini-

ster of the Methodist Episcopal Church, resides in

Wisconsin, and Charles S., who died in 1888, at

the age of twenty-eight years, at Langdon, N. Dak.

The original of this sketch has been an active

worker and student all his life and is the author of

several articles whicli have ))een pu)>lished. From
about the j-ear 1880, his attention has been at-

tr.acted to the social, industrial and governmental

problems, on whicli subjects he Jjas since studied

and written. In 1840, our subject, though not of

age, was in sympathy with the Whig partj-. Four

years later, he voted for James G. Birne^', the

Abolition candidate, and on the organization of the

Republican party was an active worker in its ranks

until 1880, since which time he has ceased to sup-

port political parties. His parents were members

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with whicli de-

nomination several of his children are also con-

nected.

As before stated, Mr. Steves still owns his mill,

in addition to which he has a small farm near the

village and a large stone store building in that place.

In 1862, he went to Wisconsin and while there a

mob gathered to discipline a man who was consid-

ered disloyal. Our subject talked to the people in

the victim's behalf, when the mob immediately sur-

rounded him and demanded that he should take the

oath of allegiance. He had no objection to taking

the oath, but did not deem it necessary, as he was a

loyal citizen of the State of Illinois, and disputed

their jurisdiction. The mob then rode him on a

rail, and later, to vindicate himself, he had twelve

of the men arrested and after a trial in the United

States Court was awarded a verdict of §5,000.

Mr. Steves has thought and written in relation

to certain problems involving human welfare, in

which he has challenged the truthfulness of tradi-

tional theologj-; he also has questioned the

economy and the validity of currentgovernraents,

and has arrived at definite conclusions regarding

the cause and the remedj- for the social ills so gen-

erally prevailing.

To make mention of some of the causes more

nearly fundamental, he would group with heredi-

tary sovereignty all official sovereignty, including

the legislative, the judicial, the financial or cajiital-
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istic, as responsible for the administration of the

public ordei-, or disorder, as such sovereignty in-

evitably involves the elements of human slavery,

by the grant of special privileges and franchises

to certain persons, corporations and classes, thus

creating and imposing inequitable and grievous

disabilities and burdens upon the disfranchised,

practically and in substance alienating personal

rights, in slieer violation of the doctrine of the

Declaration of American Independence.

From tlie foregoing noted principle of govern-

mental sovereigutj' as parental, tiiere proceeds

monopoly—as of lands and other facilities, and

powers of extortionate taxation as tribute to the

favored, as involved in general trade and com-

merce. He charges that our system of exchange, as

commercial and as competitive in proceeding by

personal contract, is emphatically a false sj'Stem,

in which it is iraijossible to trace or to execute or

conform to a line of equity, or to maintain justice.

Under it life becomes a system of special opportun-

ity and of chance, ignoring merit—personal suc-

cess, so-called, depending frequently upon personal

cunning and moral recklessness.

As contributive to the errors already noted and

specified, a most potent factor is money as a medium
of exchange, its use in a manner hiding or tending

to obscure the correct basis of valuation as pertains

to personal service and to property, hence, perforce,

comes personal failure, poverty, crime and miserj-.

We give the following as Mr. Steves' remedy for

injustice and public misgovernment:

Let sovereignty be recognized as inherent in the

individual citizen, connecting therewith the obliga-

tion of individual, personal- self-support. Let

society, that is the law of association, be and Ije-

come a mutuality, a conference, a division of labor

as a productive service; that is, a co-operation

upon a basis of strict equity, holding the land and

nature's resources entirely as a common heritage, as

a birthright, a life right in a title inalienable.

Let the social law pertain only to practical produc-

tion and industry, discarding entirely all dic-

tatorial proclamations, decrees and statutes, except

such as are related to industry and which are of

mutual benefit and universal necessity. Let the title-

ship of the land, the capital stock, the tools, the fixed

and surplus properties, be and remain in the people

collectively as one association—to be called, if you
so please, "The State." Let all productive service

be nominally chargeable to the State under such

equitable and economical adjustments as to be

in fact substantially a personal self-service, the

principle of self-support and of reciprocity to be

maintained by such methods as even to embrace

the support and education of the children and

youth, the care of the sick and aged. In the sys-

tem Mr. Steves proposes, individual income in the

law of distribution is made to depend upon pro-

ductive service, say nominally to the State, rend-

ered upon a time basis, and the amount of such

service, after an exacted minimum to cover, to bal-

ance and to answer to benefits received in a i)er-

sonal consumption due to health and civilization,

to be entirely optional or subject to individual per-

sonal election.

A system of government so radically unlike any

now existing or those of the past, is worthy to be

distinguished and known by a representative and

a characteristic name, and as such, Mr. Steves sug-

gests the term Ochlocracy, by Webster defined "a

government by the multitude," qualified as a pure

democracy, in a personal self-government. A gov-

ernment organized to protect the citizen in his

rights, in his lilierty, upon a basis of simplicity, of

morality, of economy, of humanity, aimed and

adapted to the development of the physical, the

intellectual and the moral nature and needs of man-

kind.

-^>-^^<^
jHUMAS R. JACKSON, a highly respected

citizen of Belvidere, is a native of Portland,

^V^^ Me. He was born October 23, 1827, and is

one of ei.ht children, whose parents were Charles

and Ann (Hager) Jackson. The father was born

in North Yarmouth, Mass., October 10, 1779, was

reared in his native State, and learned the trade

of paper-maker. After his marriage, he settled in

Portland, Me., and at one time owned two ships.

He resided in Portland until 1838, when he emi-

grated to Illinois, accompanied by his wife, and

entered a tract of Government land in Marengo

Township, McHenry County, upon which he built
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a substantial log house, 18x24 feet, and two stories

in height, one of the best homes in this section of

the country at that time. He continued to reside

upon that farm until his death, in 1873. His wife

passed awa.y the year previous. Their cliildren were

Cliarles, Hiram, Cranston, Nathan, William, James,

Amos .and Thomas. Cranston was the first of the

family to come to Illinois, whither he emigrated

immediately after leaving college in 1837. He

located in what is now Boone County, and was

followed by all of his brothers, who settled in

Boone or McHenry Counties.

It was about 1840 when Thomas Jackson came

to Illinois, in company with his brother Nathan.

At that time, this region was very sparsely settled,

much of the land was still owned by the Govern-

ment, and deer roamed at will over the prairies.

There were no railroads, and the farm products

were hauled to Chicago. There was no mill nearer

than Pecatonica, and it required two daj's to make

the trip to and from that place. Our subject

remained with his parents until their deaths, and

continued to reside on the old homestead until

1883, when he went to Humboldt County, Iowa,

where he purchased a farm, and made his home for

one year. On selling out, he returned to the old

homestead in Marengo Township, and engaged in

its cultivation until 1891. He owned one hundred

and twenty acres of fine land, under a high state

of cultivation, and well improved with good build-

ings and the other accessories of a model farm.

On the 16th of May, 1850, Mr. Jackson led to

the marriage altar, Miss Sarah A. Brush, who was

born in Truxton, Cortland County, N. Y., Octo-

ber 14, 1830. Her father, Joseph Brush, was a

native of Danbury, Conn., and the grandfather,

Richard Brush, spent his entire life in the Nutmeg

State. The father learned the trade of shoemaker,

and followed it for a time, but spent his leisure

hours in studying. When a young man, he went

to New York City, where he studied law in the

same class with Martin Van Buren,and then began

the practice of the legal profession in Truxton.

In 1832, he went to Smithport, McKeau County,

where he practiced for one year, after which he

removed to LaFayette, and engaged in keeping

hotel and in farming. He also served as Post-

master, and there made his home until 1846, when
he became a resident of Chardon, Geauga County,

Ohio. In 1858, he emigrated to Illinois, purchased

a small tract of land in Bonus Township, Boone
County, upon which he liuill a home, and there

resided until his death, in lisill. He had served

in the War of 1812, and was a prominent citizen.

His wife was Sarah Partlow, in her maidenhood.

She was born in Cayuga County, N. Y., and was

a daughter of Seymour and Susanna (Purdy) Part-

low. She spent her last years in Bonus Township,

and departed this life in 1882.

My. and Mrs. Jackson have a family of six

children; these three are living: Daniel Leone,

Berlin S., and Willie R. Those deceased are Har-

vey B., who died February 17, 1876, aged seven-

teen years, seven months, and twenty-one days;

Eugene died November 12, 1888, aged twenty-two

years, ten mouths and two days, and Jessie L.,

wife of Franz E. Tripp, died April 18, 1891, aged

twenty-seven years, six months and one day.

The famil}' continued to reside upon the farm

until 1891, when Mr. .Jackson sold out and came

to Belvidere. He purchased property and built a

home in the locality known as Riverside, and is

there living a retired life. He is a consistent

member of the Free Methodist Church, has taken

an active part in its interests, and done much for

its upbuilding and advancement. In sentiment,

he is a strong Prohibitionist, but is not connected

with that party or any other political organization.

yllOMAS P. KETTLEWELL, a well-known

citizen of Rockford, was born in the vil-

age of .Scruten, Yorkshire, England, August

22, 1818. His father, Thomas Kettlewell, was

born in the same place, as was also the grandfather,

Richard. In 1835, the father came to America,

bringing with him his wife and nine children.

They set sail from Liverpool May 13, and, having

spent nearly two months upon the ocean in a sailing

vessel, "The Columbia," the}- landed in New York

July 3, later crossing Lake Erie to Port St.anley.

He bought a farm in Southold Township in that
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part of Middlesex now included in Elgin County,

Canada, and resided there for a number of years,

after which he came to Rockford and there made

his home until death ended his career.

The mother of our subject was known in maiden-

hood as Mary Finckne3'. She was born in the vil-

lage of Scruten, Yorkshire, England, and was a

daughter of Ralph and Fannie Pincknej'. Her

life ended at the home of her son in Rockford in

1873. Her nine children were Mary Ann, Thomas,

Richard, Fanny, Margaret, Jane, Susannah, Ralph

and William. Thomas Kettlewell was seventeen

3'ears old when he came with his parents to Amer-

ica, and he remembers well the long ocean voyage.

He resided with his parents in Southold until his

marriage, after which he rented a farm in West-

minster Township, Elgin County, Canada, where

he made his home until 1850, when he came to

Illinois b}' way of lake and railroad to Elgin,

which was then the Western terminus of the rail-

road.

Having reached Rockford by team from Elgin,

he engaged in farming for two years, and then

for some time carried cm butchering and stock-

dealing, and has been active in this line of busi-

ness from that time on. He was married, .July 3,

1844, to Susanna Horton, who was born in South-

old, Elgin County, Canada, April 12,1824. Her

father, Peter Horton, was born in New Jersey and

was a son of Samuel Horton, who was also a native

of the same State, but migrated from there to

Canada, where he did thorough pioneer work,

clearing a tract of timber land on Talbot Street

and developing a farm from the wilderness, resid-

ing there until his death.

The mother of Mrs. Kettlewell was, before her

marriage, known as Margaret Ramsey, and after

her marriage with Mr. Horton they lived upon a

tract of timber land three miles from the old

home, residing there until 1846, when they sold

tlieir property, and, coming to Winnebago Count}',

bought a tract of land in Guilford Township,

where Mr. Horton died in 1850.

Mr. and Mrs. Kettlewell have reared seven chil-

dren, in whom they take great delight, and for

whose future thej' have true parental solicitude.

The}' bear the names of Mar)', Mannie J., Eva,

Louis, William, Charles and Fannie, respectively'.

The political views of our subject are in accord-

ance with the doctrines of the Republican party,

and he is truly American in his sympathy' witli

our institutions. Both he and his good wife are

active and earnest members of the Presbyterian

Church.

"YoKI^ t- KLING, a retired farmer, residing

near the end of Kishwaiikee Street, is a good

example of what can be accomplished in

life when thorough determination to suc-

ceed in any calling is coupled with energy, perse-

verance and close application in the directions

chosen. He came here in 1868 a poor man and a

stranger, but by hard work and indomitable will-

power has amassed considerable wealth, and is now
classed among the substantial men of the county.

He is a i),'Cinioter and stockholder in the Rock

River Planing Mill Compan}', and President of tlie

Swedish Brewing Company.

Our subject began life in Rockford as a car])en-

ter, and followed that occupation for about ten

years for E. Flemming, and subsequently became

one of the incorporators and stockholders of the

Co-operative Furniture Company, with which he

remained about eight years. After this, he pur-

chased one hundred and fourteen acres near the

city, tilled the soil for six years, and sold this fine

farm recently for 123,500. He then invested in

cit}' property.

Mr. Kling was born in Wester Gothland, Sweden,

November 28, 1836, and was taught the trade of a

watch-maker there, following that until hecam.e to

this country. He was the third of his family who
came to America, two brothers, Augustus and

Swan, having preceded him. The parents died in

Sweden, the father, Lars Kling, d3'ing when sev-

enty-seven j^ears of age. He followed the trade

of watch-maker all his life, and had seven sons who

also became watch-makers. He was the father of

twenty-two children b}' three wives, seventeen

sons and Ave daughters, all of whom lived to ma-

ture jears. and sixteen married. His second mar-

riage resulted in the birth of twelve sons and one
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daiigliter, of wiiom our subject was one of the

j'ouiig'er. Nine sons and the daughter are still

living.

Joel C. Kliiig was first niarried in his native

country to Miss Mary Anderson, whoaccompanied

him to the States and died here in 1K71, when forty

3'ears of age. She left no children. She was a

working member of the Swedish Lutlieran Church.

Our subject's second marriage was to Charlotte

Johnson, who was born in Norkart Province, Swe-

den, on the 14th of February, 1842. Ilcr father,

John P. Johnson, followed the occupation of a

mechanic, was a skillful workman, and died when

seventy-two 3'ears of age. His wife died when

Jlrs. Kling was about twenty j'ears of age, being

herself about fort^'-three years old. ]Mrs. Kling

was the only child, and when twentj-eight 3-ears

of age came unaccompanied to the United States.

Like her mother, she was a dress-maker by trade,

and followed this until her marriage to Mr. Kling.

The six children born to this union are named

as follows : Verna T., Ernest H., Tickla T., Beta

C, Herbert J., and Iluldah G., all at home. ]\lr.

and Mrs. Kling are members of the Em.anucl

Swedish Lutheran Church, and Mv. Kling is a

stanch supporter of the principles of the Repub-

lican party.

#^ TEPHEN M. WARREN. Few people iiass-

ing through Leroy Township fail to ob-

serve the valuable and well-appointed

homestead which is pleasantly' located on

section 9, and denotes on all sides the hand of

thrift and prosperit3'. B3' a process of careful

cultivation and the exercise of cultivated t.astes,

the farm is now conceded to be one of the most

desirable in this section of Boone Count3'. The

fields are conveniently laid off and enclosed with

neat fences, and the farm buildings, erected in

modern stjde, are all that could be reasouabl3' re-

quired b3' the progressive agriculturist.

While Mr. Warren has devoted his energies to

the establisliment of a good home and h.as brought

the one hundred and twent3' acres on his farm to

a high cullivatitiD, he has not been unmindful of

the welfare of the people around him and has aidi^d

in all good works to the best of his abilit3'. He
liossesses excellent judgment and a good practical

education, and has been uniformly fortunate in

his investments. His residence, which was erected

in the fall of 1891, is one of the most commodious
and attractive in the vicinity, and is fiu-nished

throughout in a manner indicating the refined

tastes of the famil3-.

Matthew Warren, father of our subject, emi-

grated from England to America in early manhood
and was married, near Batavia, N. Y., to Grace,

daughter of William DuUum, who came to Boone
County about 1846, and purchased land near Po|)-

lar Grove, where he established a permanent home.

His death occurred there in 1857, when he was in

the prime of life. He and his wife had a family

of four children, three daughters and one son:

Anna, Heni-ietta P., Stephen M. and Ellen. Anna
became Mrs. Jesse Dennis and died in Dakota in

1873, at the age of twent3-six, leaving one son,

Warren; Henrietta is the wife of W. Wilson, of

Flint, Mich.; and Ellen is now Mrs. George Zie-

gaus, of Sharon, Wis.

A native of this county, our subject was born

September 18, 1850. He was reared to farm life,

and used his excellent education in the profession

of a teacher, which he followed nine terms. He
was also engaged for nine 3'ears in making cheese

in factories, but has since engaged exclusively in

farming and stockraising. He keeps a goodly

number of fine cattle, his specialty being Holstein

cows.

Mr. Warren has received the active co-operation

of his wife, to whom he was married May 27, 1873.

She was Miss Alida B., daughter of John and Cor-

nelia (Walley) Prindle, natives of Mass.achusetts

and New York respectively. Tliey came West in

the spring of 1842, two 3'ears after their marriage,

making the trip in a covered wagon drawn by

oxen. Tliey first stojiped at Kenosha, and from

there came to Boone Count3', where he entered a

tract of two hundred and sixty acres from the

Government, to which he later added eighty acres.

When he died on New Year's Day, 1891, at the

age of seventy-five, he left his widow and four

children comfortabl3' provided for. Their son,
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Franklin, enlisted in the Thirteenth Wisconsin In-

fantry at the age of nineteen yeai's, and had served

but three months when he died of pneumonia and

his mortal remains are now resting in the cemetery

at Sharon, Wis. The surviving members of the

family are S. W., a grain dealer at Sharon; Juni-

ette, the wife of W. H. Stevens, of Sharon ; Jlartha

J., who married C. S. Raymond, a commercial

traveler of Keokuk, Iowa, and Mrs. Warren.

Our subject and his estimable wife are the par-

ents of three children: WMllis M., Mabel J. and

Jesse E., who are receiving good educations in the

schools of the neighborhood. Politically, Mr.

Warren is a Republican, and is serving the third

term both as Road Commissioner and School Di-

rector, in which positions he is doing effective

work in behalf of the people.

f̂f OSIAH S. LEONARD, who is doing an ex-

tensive business as a dealer in hardwood

lumber, is numliered among the eiiterpris-

ing citizens of Rockford. He established

business in April, 188.5, and from the beginning

his trade has constantly increased, until it has now
assumed extensive proportions.

Mr. Leonard is a native of Syracuse N. Y., and

was there reared and educated. His grandfather,

James Alex Leonard, was a native of New Jersey,

and descended from New England parentage of

English origin. After his marriage, he removed

with his wife to the wilds of the Empire State,

driving the teams overland, and settled upon a

farm near Auburn, N. Y., which he purchased of

the Government. He there made a home and de-

veloped a good farm, on which his daughter now
resides. He and his wife there spent their remain-

ing days, and were called to their final rest at an

advanced age. It was there that John A. Leon-

ard, the father of our subject, grew to manhood.

He was united in marriage to Miss Louisa Sloan,

who was born near Cooperstown, N. Y., and died

at her home near Auburn when in middle life.

Mr. Leonard passed away in 1873, at the age of

sixty-eight 3'ears. He and his wife were members

of the Congregational Church. Their family num-

bered four sons and five daughters, seven of whom
are yet living, and with one exception all are mar-

ried.

Josiah Leonard, whose name heads this record,

entered upon his business career in bis native city

at the age of twenty-two jears as a lumber mer-

chant. Subsequently, he emigrated Westward, lo-

cating in Chicago, where he spent some years,

removing thence to Rockford, where he has

since carried on an extensive jobbing business.

With the exception of eighteen months spent in

the South, he has given his entire time and atten-

tion to the business which he yet follows. He buys

lumber by the car load, and sells chiefly to the fac-

tories. Mr. Leonard is recognized as a man of ex-

cellent business ability, sagacious and enterprising,

and straightforward and upright in all things.

In Onondaga County, N. Y., our subject was

joined in wedlock with Miss Mary M. Bostwick,

who was born on Otisco Hill, N. Y., and there re-

sided until twelve years of age. Her education

was acquired in Sj'racuse, and in Homer Academy,

of Homer, N. Y. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Leonard

have been born six children: Levi D., who now
assists his father in business; Hettie M., attending

the High School ; AnnaL., Charlotte IL, Anna B.,

and Kuth, all yet at home. The parents are both

members of the Grace Methodist Church, and take

an active part in its work and upbuilding, Mr.

Leonard being Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

In politics, he is independent, not bound by party

ties. Himself and wife rank high in social circles,

and have the warm regard of all with whom they

have come in contact.

_<_S_^+^1

^ AMES W. SCOTT, who is successfully operat-

ing a choice farm in Burritt Township,

^^ Winnebago County, was born on section

^^ 2, of that township. May 1, 1840. He is

a son of James Scott, who was born in Richland

County, Ohio, June 1, 1805, where his father,

Joseph Scott, was one of the first settlers. The

latter gentleman improved a good farm, upon

which he resided for a number of years, and then
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coming to Illinois spent the remaindei- of his life

with his 3'oungest son in this township. Tlic

maiden name of his wife was EHzabelh ISiown

;

she died in Richland County, Ohio.

The father of our subject was roared on the

home farm, and on attaining mature years was

married, June 20, 1826, to Miss Elizabeth Fisher.

Purchasing fort}' acres of timber land twelve miles

east of Mansfield, he erected thereon a log house,

in which he lived with his family until 1836.

Then removing to the Territory of Michigan, he

located near Cassopolis, where he made his home

for two 3'ears, then came to the Prairie State, the

journe}' being made overland with two pairs of

oxen and a wagon, the part}^ including his wife and

four children. The country round about Rockford

was sparsely settled, and CTOvernmtnt land sold

for ^1.25 per acre. Mr. Scott, with his household,

moved into a log cabin in companj' with a family-

named Manchester, with whom they lived for a

short time. In the meantime, the father made a

claim to the northeast quarter of section 9, Bur-

ritt Township, on which he erected a rude log cabin,

and in it moved his family and resided until his

decease, during the late war.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Jliss Elizabeth Fisher; she was born in Colum-

biana Countj-, Ohio, March 26, 1810, and is the

daughter of Henry Fisher, a pioneer of that county,

Init a native of Pennsylvania. He was a team-

ster and was engaged in hauling goods from differ-

ent points in Ohio to Philadelphia and Baltimore.

Later in life, removing to Richland County, he

purchased a tract of timber land, which he cleared

and resided upon until his death. The maiden

name of his wife, the grandmother of our subject,

was Nancy Fulks, also a native of the Keystone

State, who, on coming to Durand, 111., died at the

home of her son.

Mrs. Elizabeth Scott, the mother of our subject,

is still living and makes her home with her son

Charles, on section 6. She reared a family of eight

children, of whom our subject was the fourth in

order of birth. He was reared and educated in

his native town and, with the exception of one

j-ear, has resided in Burritt Township all his life.

He remained at home assisting his father until his

marriage, when he rented property for a twelve-

month, and then purchased the farm where he

makes his home at the present time, and which is

located on the northeastern quarter of section 10,

Burritt Township.

Miss Jane Steward and .lames W. Scott were

united in marriage, October l.'j, 1862. The lady

was born in Elgin Count}', Province of Ontario.

Canada, and is the daughter of William Steward,

who was, as far as is known, a native of the same

locality. To j\L-. and Mrs. Scott have been born

two children: Edwin L. and Ella M. The son, who

married 3Iiss Clara Chapman, has two children:

Elmer and Grace D. Our suliject is independent

in politics and is highly thought of by the entire

community.

HVAiXA JONES, Superintendent of the

Rockford Manufacturing Company, has

been a resident of this city since 1863,

^^^ and is numbered among the early settlers

of the county of 1846. He was born in Canan-

daigua, N. Y., August 20, 1827, and is a son of

J. Herva Jones, Sr., a native of Hudson City,

N. Y. The grandfather was a Scotchman and in

his native land learned the trade of a marble cut-

ter. After his marriage, he came to this country,

settling in Hudson City, N. Y'., where he followed

his trade until his death in 1806.

The father of our subject spent his boyhood

days in the Empire State, where he learned the

trade of a cabinet-maker. In Canandaigua, he

wedded Miss Mary Doolittle, who was born in

Connecticut and was a descendant of Jason Doo-

little, an English inventor, who made one of the

first steam engines. It is said that on one occa-

sion the engine got away from him when he was

displaying it to some friends and completely de-

molished a shed. After the marriage of Mr. and

Mrs. Jones, they resided in New York until 1846,

when they emigrated Westward, locating in Byron,

Ogle County, 111. In the fall of 1851, Mr. Jones

went to Boston and took passage on board tlie

"Telegraph," for Calcutta, in hopes that a trip to

that country would benefit his health, but the
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vessel was never afterward heard from. Mr. .Jones

was then fifty-one years of age. He was a life-long

Methodist, and his wife, who survived him some

years, was a consistent memlier of the same church.

The education of our subject was acquired in

the schools of his native State, where he remained

until 1846, when, with his parents, be came to

Illinois. A year later, he settled in Kockton.

Winnebago County. With liis father, he learned

the trade of a cabinet-maker in his youth, and

since tliat time has been a pr.ictical mechanic and

inventor. He got out his first patent as early as

1854, the machine being a hand corn-planter, the

first of the kind patented. lie came to Rockford

in 1863, .and has since been one of the prominent

residents of tiie city. He now occvipies the posi-

tion (if Superintendent of the Rockford Manufac-

turing Company, which manuf.actures all kinds of

farming implements, including plows, harrows,

sulky rakes and mowers, and makes a speci.alty of

the famous "Farm King Sulky Plow." Mr. Jones

has taken out some eighty patents on farm imple-

ments, one of the most important of which is the

Standard Mower, about ten thousand of these ma-

chines being constructed annually by the Emer-

son & Talcott Manufacturing Company, of this

city. They use a number of his patents, which

li.ave proved to be very successful and have

found a ready sale. For twenty-five 3'ears, Mr.

Jones was Superintendent of tlie Emerson & Tal-

cott Manufacturing Company, but now gives the

greater part of his attention to the superintend-

cncy of the Roclvford Manufacturing Companj'.

Mr. Jones was married in Rockton to Miss

Pauline P. Austin, who was born in Maine, Octo-

ber 4, 1832, and was brought to Rockton in 1838

by her parents, H. Sewell and Margaret (Packard)

Austin. Her father is numbered among the early

settlers of that locality and was the owner of a

large and well-improved farm, upon which his

death occurred, Januarj^ 26, 1892, caused by la

grippe. Had he lived until the following May,

he would have been eighty years of age. He was

a prominent resident of that community, and for

some years had served as Supervisor of Shirland

Townsliip. He had been twice married, his two

wives being sisters. Tiie mother of Mrs. Jones

died when she was only a year old. By iier mar-

riage she h.as had two children. Tlie elder, Herman

A., a machinist in the employ of tlie Emerson ct

Talcott Company, wedded Louisa Switz, and tliey

liave two children, Charles and Mattie. May is

now the wife of Uzal C. Osborne, foreman of the

[lolishing department in the watch factory. They

have one son, Fred

]Mr. Jones is a well-known resident of Rock-

ford, jirominent in public affairs, and progressive.

By nature he is genial and wins friends wherever

he goes. In politics, he is a stalwart Republican

and has served as Supervisor of the Fifth Ward.

His wife is an .active member of the Christian

Union Church. They have now a beautiful home
at No. 606 North Church Street.

LAUS G. PETERSON has been agent for

the Illinois Central Railroad of East Rock,

ford since February, 1890, and has filled

the position with credit to himself and to all con-

cerned. He came to this city from Auburn, Neb.,

but had formerly been a resident of this county,

having been reared and educated in Cherry Val-

ley Township. He w.as connected with a boot

and shoe firm for some time, but on account of

voice failure he went to California, where he re-

m.ained four years, and where he regained his

vocal powers. Returning to Rockford, he has made

this city his home ever since, with the exception

of two years spent in Nebraska.

Our subject is of foreign birth, Wester Gothland

Province, Sweden, being his native country, and

he was born on the 14 th of May, 1849. When
three years of age, he w.as brought to the United

States by his parents, who landed in Boston on

the 4th of July, 1852. They were three months

in crossing the ocean and many of the passengers

died of cholera, but the Petersons escaped with

little sickness. They came on to Chicago, but

found cholera prevalent in that city, and they

then went to Elgin, 111., where they remained

three months. In 1852, they came to Rockford,

and in 1856 the family moved to Cherry Valley
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and made their home there until 1863, when they

located in Cherry Valley' Township, where they

remained until 1875, and then came back to

Rockford, where the father died in November,

1879, when eighty-six years of age. His name
was Peter Peterson. His wife, who is still living

and quite active for seventy-five years of age, re-

sides with her son, P. A. Peterson (see sketch).

Peter Peterson and his wife were early members

of the First Lutheran Church of Rockford, and

were classed among the representative Swedish-

American settlers of the city.

Mr. Peterson of this notice was married in

Rockford and is the father of one child, a son,

Claus Varro, a bright, intelligent lad, who was

born August 11, 1889. He and his wife are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church of this

city. Mr. Peterson is a strong advocate of Pro-

hibition, and socially is a member of the Masonic

fraternity. Blue Lodge. He is a hard-working,

industrious citizen and a man universally re-

spected.

^^EORGE W. FLAGG. Descended from two

[l| ,—, old New England families, tliis gentleman

^^^ ha?, in his personal affairs, manifested the

frugality, industry and perseverance that are

jirominent traits in the Yankee character, acquir-

ing thereby a fortune that has enabled him to be-

stow upon his children thorough educations, and

to surround his family witli every comfort. He
occupies one of the handsomest farm residences in

Seward Township, Winnebago County, and has

identified himself with various movements which

tend to the higher civilization and prosperity of

his community, gaining thereby a reputation sec-

ond to none as a puljlic-spirited citizen.

Our subject was born in Heath, Franklin

County, Mass., September 9, 1775. He is a son of

Silas M. and Hannah Flagg, the former of whom
was a native of "Worcester, Mass., but who spent

the greater portion of his life in Franklin County,

where his demise occurred when fort3^-seven years

of age. Mrs. Hannah Flagg was born in Wind-

ham County, Vt., and also died in the aliove-

nanied county in Massachusetts, when sixtv-thi-ee

years of age. Her parents were natives of New
England.

Mr. Flagg, of this sketch, rcmainiMl ;it lioiiic

until 1856, when he came to Winnebago C'niinty,

and lived for a time in Pecatoiiiea. Thence he

came to Seward Township, and two ye;iis there-

after went East and settled on the old lioiiie farm

in Massachusetts. Returning, liowovcr. in is.")!!,

he has since been identified witli tlio inlcre>ts of

Seward Township. Miss Lestina Rugg liecame

the wife of our subject, January 9, 1850. She was

born in Franklin County, Mass., and was the

daughter of Davis and Eunice Rugg, the former

of whom was born August 20, 1786. in Leominister.

Mass.; he departed this life in Seward Township,

February 2, 1872. Mrs. Eunice Rugg was horn

October 17, 1790, in tlie same State and county as

was lier husl)and, and departed this life in Winne-

bago County, March 13, 1874. The wife of oui-

subject was a member of a family of eleven chil-

dren, five of whom are living. Her grandparents

were also natives of the Bay State, of Iri^h de-

scent.

Ti) Mr. and Mrs. George W. Flagg have l)een

iiorn four children, two living: Henry E., wlio

was born October 17, 1850, in Heath, Mass., w.as

educated in Pecatonica College, and spent one

year in Nebraska. Lillian A., who was horn Feb-

ruarj' 4, 1861, in Seward Township, is now i\Irs.

W. R. Stone, and the mother of one child. Our

subject and his wife are members of tlie Congrega-

tional Church, and in their beautiful home enter-

tain tlieir many friends, who are as numerous as

their acquaintances.

•5- =^>^^<{i

'^ OHN N. PENWELL, a retired farmer, who

now makes his home in Belvidere, has the

honor of being a native citizen of Boone

(^^^ County. He was born in flora Townsliip,

March 3, 1845. His father, Luke Penwell, was

born near Connorsville, Fayette County, Ind.,anil

his grandfather, Reuben Penwell, was a native of

Indiana. He became one of the earliest settlers of

Indiana, where he made his home until altoul-
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1840, which .year witnessed his arrival in Illinois.

He was also one of tlie pioneers of Boone County.

He located at Blood's Point, secured a tract of

Government land, and improved a farm, n)ion

which he resided for some years. lie spent his

last days with his cliihlren, and died at tiie home

of his daughter, in Noblesville County, Ind.

The fatlier of our subject was reared in his na-

tive State, and when a j'Oiing man came with his

parents to Illinois. The removal hither was made

overland, with ox-teams. They found Boone

County to he vei-y sparsely settled: all of the

land w.as still in the possession of the (iovern-

ment, and deer and (jthci- wild game were very

|ilentiful. There were no railroads here for

several years after their arrival, and J\lr. Penwell

used to haul his grain to C'liicago with ox-teams.

He married Elizabeth Middleton, a native of the

Buckeye State, and a daughter of .John and Ruth

Middleton, after which he located on land which

his father had inirchased. He made his home in

Boone County luitil about 1858, when he removed

to De Kalb County, and purchased a farm, to the

cultivation and improvement of which he devoted

his time and attention until 1883, when he re-

moved to the village of Kirkland, where he is now
living a retired life.

Our subject is one of a family of four children.

His education was acquired in the pioneer schools

of liis native county, which he attended through

the winter season, while in the summer months he

aided his father in the labors of the farm. He re-

mained under the parental roof until his marriage,

when his father deeded him a portion of the old

homestead, and he engaged in agricultural pur-

suits with excellent success until 1881, when he

sold his farm and came to the city of Belvidere.

He purchased property at the corner of Whitney

and Fifth Streets, and for the past eleven j^ears

has spent his time in looking after his real-estate

interests.

On the 27th of Feliruary, 18(;7, Mr. Penwell led

to the marriage altar Miss Charlotte Leaman, who
was born in Flora Township, Boone County', and

is a daugliter of George and Deborah Leaman, a

sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume.

Unto our subject and liis wife has been born one

son, Charles Arthur. The Penwell household is

the abode of hospitalit}', and its members rank

high in social circles. In his political athliations,

our subject is a Republican. Mr. and Mrs. Pen-

well were married nineteen years before their only

child was liorn.

r^ILLTAM M. RICHARDSON, who is en-

gaged in general mechanical work in the

village of Roscoe, Winnebago County,

was born in Sjienccr, Mass., in 1820. His parents,

Benjamin and Judith (Mason) Richardson, were

both natives of New England. The paternal

grandfather, Benjamin Richardson, Sr., also be-

longed to an old New England family-. The fa-

ther of our subject was a blacksmith and a skilled

workman in edged tools. He removed from Massa-

chusetts to Hudson, N. Y., and there followed his

trade until his death in 1828. He left a family of

six sons and six daughters.

Our subject came to Illinois in 181G, his

brothers, Benjamin and Washington, having jire-

ceded him some eleven 3'ears. He learned the

blacksmith's trade with his father and opened his

first shop in Roscoe in 1849, carrying on his

smithy for a number of years. However, in the

autumn of 1847, he returned to Massachusetts

with the intention of remaining there, but changed

his mind and again came to Illinois, I'lringing

his mother with him; she spent her last days with

him.

jNIr. Richardson was married in Roscoe, in

1850. to Miss Lucy A., daughter of Walter and

Orry (Cheney) AVarner, the former of Wethers-

field and the latter of Berlin, Conn. Her p.arents

came West to Rockford in 1836. Mr. Warner

made the journey in the early spring with an ox-

team, and after locating a Government claim, sent

for his family, who came on in company with two

other families. ITpon his farm, he there resided

until his death. In 1839, he lost his wife, who

died, leaving one son and four daughters: Lucj'

Ann, Frederick, Mary .Tane, .losephine and Eliza-

beth. Mr. Warner was .again married, his second

union being with ISIiss Sarah Tucker, of Elgin,
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111., a native of Virginia. By this marriage were

born seven children, but three died in childhood.

Washington, Wilber, Martha and Olin grew to

adult age and two are now living: Wilber, of St.

Louis, and Olin, of Chicago. The former was a

soldier during the late war. The father died

March 26, 1863, at the age of sixtj-two years.

His iiome and farm in Harlem Township still be-

long to his heirs. He came West with limited

means, but died leaving a handsome estate.

Our subject and his wife have one child yet

living, Alice, wife of H. B. Curtis, of Roscoe, by

whom she had one child. Ruble, now a student in

Beloit. For some time, Mr. Richardson owned

and operated one hundred and two acres of land

in Roscoe, but sold it after twenty years. He
then engaged in the manufacture of plows in Ros-

coe for thirty years. Few men of his age are as

youthful in appearance and in strength as he.

Hunting has alwa^ys been a favorite sport with

him, and in early times after a hard day's work

he would often go out in the evening and bring

in from six to twelve prairie chickens. He still

enjoys a day with his rod and gun as in former

years. In political affiliations, he was first a Free-

soiler, and is now a Republican. He and his wife

have been members of the Methodist Church for

forty-four years. They have traveled life's jour-

ney together for fortj^-two years and are a most

wortlij' couple, held in high regard by all who

know tliem.

eHARLES B. LORD, one of the early set-

tlers of Boone County, now living retired

in Belvidere, was born in Sherburne, Che-

nango County, N. Y., June 24, 1821. His father,

Alfred Lord, was born and reared in Connecticut,

and in that State married Jerusha Carrier, a native

of Connecticut. They removed from the Nut-

meg State to Sherburne, N. Y., where thej' made

their home until 1827, when they became resi-

dents of Erie County, Pa. Mr. Lord bought a

tract of timber land and moved into a log cabin

which was then on the place. In 1836, he sold

that farm and took up his residence in Summit
County, Ohio, where he made his home until 1839,

when he came to Ilinois. Willi liis wife and four

children, he started with a team and diove to

Cleveland, where he embarked on a steamer, in-

tending to land at Toledo, but a stdriii aiose and
drove them .across the lake to the Canadian shore.

The}' landed at Detroit and with a team didve tii

Aurora, 111., where they remained until the fall.

During the summer, our subject and liis futlitT

started with a horse and bugg}- to seek a location.

and visited different parts of Northern Illinois.

In the autumn, the family removed to I'.oone

County, where Mr. Lord made a claim of (iovcin-

ment land in what is now Spring Townshiii. At
that time there were only about sixteen acres

broken, and a log cabin constituted the iinprove-

nienls. The father at once began the develop-

ment of the farm, but was called to his llnal lest

about six years later. His wife died on the home
farm in 1841. Their four children were Harriet.

Charles, Sarah and Lucius.

Our subject was eighteen years of age when

his parents came to Illinois. The country was

sparsely settled and they had to undergo nian\-

of the experiences and hardships of frontier life.

Charles resided with his father until about the

time of his marriage, when he b lught eighty acres

of Government land at 81.25 per acre, and on

that commenced his career as an independent and

successful farmer. As there were no railroads, he

hauled his grain to Chicago, Milwaukee and She-

boygan. He made other purchases .as his means

accumulated until he was the owner of four hun-

dred acres of fine land, one hundred and sixty

acres across the line in De Kalb Count}'.

In October, 1844, Mr. Lord wedded Clarissa

Shattuck, who was born in Concoi'd, (ieauga

County, Ohio, September 28, 1822. Her father,

Erastus Shattuck, who was born in Connecticut,

removed to New York and afterward to Ohio, be-

coming one of the early settlers of Concord,

Geauga County. He there resided until 1835,

when, with his wife and four children, he came to

Illinois, making the entire journey overland with

teams. He was one of the very earliest settlers

of Boone County. At that time the Indians were
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still in possession of tlieir homes here, and the

land was not surveyed. He pureliased a claim,

however, on which was a log cabin, in the Iniild-

iiiii; of which nt)t a particle f>f sawed luml)er was

nsed. The roof was covered with shakos, tlie

flooring was of white ash logs, and there were

wooden hinges on the door, and a wooden latch.

The chimney was made of earth and sticks. When
the land came into market, Mr. Shattuck pur-

chased it of the (iovernment and upon his farm

resided until his deatli. lie married Ada Sco-

vilh", who was liorn in C'onnecticut and died on

tlie old liome farm.

jNIrs. Lord is one of (lie oklest settlers in Boone

Couii'y, and it is iirobalile tliat no other lady has

so long resided here, liotli our sulijeot and his

wife have witnessed almost the entire growth of

the county and are numbered among its honored

])ioneers. Their union has been blessed with five

children: Oscar, Ivlitha, F"rank, Mary and Jane.

The [larcnts ai'c now living retired, enjoying the

rest wliit-li they have so truly eai-ncd and richl\

deser\ed.

^'OlIX BENSON, of the firm of Peterson A-

Benson, real-estate dealers at No. GOl

Seventh Street, is one of the successful

young business men of Rockford, and has

real-estate interests in different parts of this thriv-

ing city. Coming hither in 1885, he was for some

time engaged as clerk in a grocery store, but iu

August, 1891, embarked in the business which he

has since conducted with ability and success.

Prior to locating in Rockford, he had for two

years resided in Geneva, this State, whither he had

proceeded after emigrating to the L'nited States.

Mr. Benson is descended from pure Swedish

ancestry, and was born in Smoland, February 20,

1852. His parents. Christian and Johanna (And-

erson) Benson, died at the ages respectively of

seventy-six and seventj'-two years. They were

industrious and honorable, and occui)ied a high

place in the regard of their .acquaintances. Relig-

iously, they were Lutherans. Our subject was single

when he came to America, but was married at

Geneva, 111., in 1883, to Miss Anna Peterson, who
was born in Smoland, in 1853, and came to this

country in 1880. They are the parents of two

children: Oscar and Clara. Religiously, they are

active members of the Swedish Mission Church

and in all their deeds they are guided by the high

principles of consistent Christians. In politics, he

is an advocate of the cause of temperance and

votes the Prohibition ticket.

^ o<:zv/ii . ^ig-HE!J-5^i^5o_

TEPIIEN RYAN belongs to the class of

mechanical builders who have aided in

erecting the comfortable residences of

Rockford, and in that way have advanced

its interests in a material direction. Since he came
to this city in 1882, he has not worked as actively

at his tr.ade as in former years, when he was also a

contractor and builder as well as mechanic. In

1855, he came to Pecatonica, Winnebago County,

and there followed his chosen occupation until he

removed to Rockford, where he occupies a pleasant

home at No. 409 North Avon Street.

Mr. Ryan belongs to that brave class who res-

ponded to their countr^-'s call for men to defend

the Stars and Stripes and enlisted as a private in

Company C,One Hundred and Forty-sixth Illinois

Infantry, Col. Dean and Capt. McGuire command-
ing. He served with his regiment until peace was

declared, being on detached service most of the

time and doing dut}- as Sergeant over the Guard
House of the Provost Marshal's otHce at Peoria

and Alton, III. After serving one year in the ser-

vice of the Union, he was honorably discharged

and returned to Pecatonica, where he resided un-

til removing to Rockford.

(Jne hundred and twenty-flve miles east of Hali-

fax, in Nova Scotia, Mr. Ryan was born December

26, 1829. In his native town, Guysborough, he

learned his trade and made his home with his par-

ents, John and Bridget (Kelly) Ry.an. They were

natives respectively of Counties Carroll and Kil-

kenny, Ireland, and emigrated to Nova Scotia

when young. The father, who was a farmer and an

honorable citizen, died in Guysborough when,

about fifty years old. His wife afterward joined
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her sou Stephen in Pecatonica and there died

October 26, 1878, when sixty-nine 3'ears of years.

They had eleven cliildren, seven of whom still

survive, our subject being the eldest.

The lady who became the wife of Mr. Ryan was

Catharine Ilerlilij', and was born in Cork, Irel.and,

February 17, 1827, the daughter of Jeremiah and

Elizabeth (Calazahn) Herlihy, also natives of the

Emerald Isle. Mrs. Rj'an was oue of a large fam-

ily, four of whom came to the United States, two

now living, herself and her brother .John, of Bos-

ton. Unto Mr. and Mrs. R3'au have been born

nine children, all but one of whom died young,

namely: Eliza, Johanna, John, Emma, Stephen,

and tiiree that died unnamed. The only surviv-

ing child is Helen, wife of Charles E. Ilalloek. a

farmer and dealer in furniture in Pecatonica, who
is also prominent in political affairs as a Democrat

and is at present serving as Mayor of his munici-

pality'. He and his wife are the parents of one

child, Stephen. The members of the family arc

identified with the Catholic Church, in which they

are prominent and intlucntial.

y(, IRAM JUDSON SAWYER, a prominent

citizen of Rockford and formerly Sheriff of

Winnebago County, was born in Fredonia,

Cattaraugus County, N. Y., December 5,

1821. His father. Earl Sawyer, was born in Rut-

land, Vt., and his grandfather, Joseph Sawyer, was

also a native of the same State. The great-grand-

father of our subject. Hooker Sawyer, was a na-

tive of England and emigrated to America in

Colonial times with his brothers Joseph and Amos,

the former of whom settled in Vermont and the

latter in New Hampshire. Grandfather Sawyer

was a commissioned otlicer in the Revolution and

also in the War of 1812. where he served with

valor.

Earl Sawyer was reared in the Green Mountain

State, and after his marriage removed to New
York, making the journey overland. As he had

no team of his own, he rode with his uncle as far

as Canandaigua, and from there proceeded with

.Tames AVadsworth to Pike Village. Thence he

and his wife drew their goods on hand-sleds to

what is now Fredonia, Cattaraugus County, where

he purchased a tract of heavily timbered land

from the Holland Purchase Company. On this

place he erected a log cabin, and at once com-

menced to improve and cultivate the land. There

being no railroads nor canals, and consequently

no convenient markets, the family subsisted on

the products of their farm; the mother was ac-

customed to card and spin wool and flax, dressing

the children in homespun made by her own hands.

She was known in maidenhood as Polly Davis, and

prior to her marriage made her home in New
Hampshire. Slie reared thirteen children, nine

s^ns and four daughters, and died on the home
farm when past middle age. The father also spent

his declining years on the old homestead, where

he died about 1872.

Until he w.as twelve years old, our subject re-

mained at home, but at that age went to Boston

with his father, whom he assisted in driving

horses to that city. While there, he made the .ac-

quaintance of some sailors, with whom he made

arrangements to go out as cabin hoy. During the

night he slipped away from his father and went

aboard the vessel. His father found him there

soon afterward and consented to let him go to

New Orleans. The ship was quarantined for

twenty-four da3-s after reaching that port, and

during the time our subject became very homesick.

The Captain's wife felt sorry for the lad and gave

him 16, with which he went ashore and soon se-

cured passage on a river steamer bound for St.

Louis. There were no railroads or canals in Illi-

nois at that time and not even stage connection

between Chicago and St. Louis. He secured a

ride on a wagon loaded with furs, tind in that way

traveled to Chicago, then a military post contain-

ing one hotel, which was kept 1\v a squaw. From

Chicago, he secured a ride to Detroit, and thence

on a sailing-vessel, the "Julia Palmer," to Buffalo,

from which pLace he walked home.

After remaining on the home farm until 1843,

Mr. Sawyer removed to Wisconsin, where he pur-

chased land at Geneva Lake, Walworth County.

He was soon elected Justice of the Peace and
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served twelve 3'ears in that capacity and two _years

as Deputy Sheriff. In 1859, he went to Davien

and established an opposition line of stages from

Davien to Racine and from Racine to Beloit. While

residing there, he engaged in boating on the Mis-

sissippi for several seasons, first as pilot and later

as Master of the vessel. After running the stage

for a few months, he sold out to the regular line,

and moving to Rockton kept an liotel for one

year, and then secured emploj'ment in the paper

mills, where he remained until 1865. During the

last-named j'ear, lie was elected Sheriff, and re-

moved to Rockford, where, at the expiration of

his term of otKce, he started a blacksmith shop.

After carrying it on for one jear, he entered

the employ of Rhoades, Utter & Co., who were

then building their paper mill. He continued in

tlieir employ four years after the mill was built,

but has since devoted most of his time to his

othcial duties. He was elected Constable in 1869

and has since served continuously in that position.

In politics, he is a Republican.

In 1843, Mr. Sawyer was married to Miss Lorilla

Baker, who was born in New York, and spent her

last years in Darien, AVis. In 1863, Mr. Saw3'er

was again married, this union being with Elmira

Lippitt, who was born in Cattaraugus County, N.

Y., the daugliter of John and Sallie Lippitt. He
has two sons living: William Karl and Preston

Denton.

VILLIAM JOHNS. No better representa-

tive of honoral)le manhood and prosper-

ous agricultural life could be obtained

within the bounds of Winnebago County than is

to be found in the gentleman above-named, whose

home is located on section 2, Rockford Township.

It bears all the improvements in the way of ma-

chinery and buildings which stamp its owner as a

man of energy and progressiveness. * The home
farm includes one hundred .and sixty acres, in ad-

dition to which Mr. Johns owns property in an-

other portion of the township, which aggregates,

with the tract spoken of above, five liundred and

fiftv-six acres.

Our subject, like many of the prominent resi-

dents of this count}', came from England, his birth

occurring in Cornwall, March 3, 1832. His f.ather,

Tliomas .Johns, was also a native of that county,

where his father, also named Thomas, as far as is

known, spent his entire life. The father of our

subject em igi'ated to America in 1851, and, locating

in Winnebago County, pureh.ased a tract of land

on section 12, Rockford Township, where he was

engaged in farming. Remaining tliere for a num-

ber of years, he sold his estate and removed into

the city of Rockford, whore he departed this life.

The maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth Light-

foot; she was also born in Cornwall County, and

her decease occurred in Rockford.

The parental family of our sulijecl iiuluded the

following-named eight children: Jane K., Eliz.a-

betli .1., Richard, Tliomas, William, Priscilla,

Mary and Ann. They all came to America with

the exception of Thomas, who still resides in Eng-

land. William Johns of this sketch was eighteen

3eais of age when he came with his jiarents to the

New World, setting sail from Plymouth August

3, and landing in Quebec after a voyage of nine

weeks. The family came directly to Rockford,

traveling via railroad, river, canal and Lakes to

Chicago, and from th.at city by way of the railroad

to Auntley Station, whicli was then the Western

terminus of the road.

On his arrival in Rockford, Mr. Johns engaged

with his brother in the butchering business, which

they carried on with signal success for fifteen

months, and at the expiration of that time began

farming with his father. He was thus emplo3'ed

until his marriage, after which event he located on

a farm, which is his present place of residence, and

the improvements on which are among the best to

be found in the county. As before stated, Mr.

Johns' landed estate comprises five hundred and

fifty-six acres, all of which has been accumulated

by his persistent industry and good management.

Miss Ann Rodd w.as married to our subject in

1860; she was born in Beverly Township, Canada,

and was the daughter of Joseph and Maiy A.

Rodd, natives of I^ngland. To them have been

born eleven children, namely: Ella R., Frederick

W., Fannie May, George Tliomas, Lewis A., Charles
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E., Lucy M., Anuie E., Edward J., Herbert J., and

Ro}- C. Mr. and Mrs. Johns are active members of

the Court Street Methodist P^piscopal Churcli, and

in politics, our suljject votes the straight Repulili-

can ticket. He is widely and favorably known
throughout this county, where he is ranked among
its wealthy and prominent residents.

?-i"i"i"frF=

AMES W. BRYDEN is a retired farmer

residing at No. 1021 Mull)erry Street,

^^1 I

Rockford. He was born in Ayrshire,

^l) Scotland, .Inly 22, 1830, and at the age

of eighteen years bade good-bye to home and

friends and came to America. He took passage

from Liverpool, England, and after a voyage of

seven weeks landed in New York City. He located

in Delaware County, New York State, and afterward

went to Scranton, Pa., whence he came to Rock-

ford about 1856. Here he worked by the month
in order to make a payment on the first land which

he owned, a Iract of sixty acres. He has been the

architect of his own fortune and has builded well.

When he came to this county he was empty-handed,

but by his own efforts has acquired a handsome

competence.

During the late war, Mr. Bryden enlisted as a

teamster in the commissary department in the fall

of 1861, and aftei' two years of such service be-

came a member of Company G, Eleventh Illinois

Cavalry, in which he remained until the close of

the w.ar, being then under command of Col. Funk,

of Peoria. He was ever faithful to his duly and

was a valiant soldier. For some time he lay sick

in the hospital and was once crippled by being

thrown from a horse, but otherwise escaped unin-

jured. He is proud of the fact, as well he nia3' be,

that he aided his adopted land in her struggle to

preserve the Union, but having experienced the

privations and trials of army life, has no desire

again to see war.

Mr. Bryden was married in Beloit, AVis., to Miss

Olive L. Ilallstead, who was born in Luzerne

County, Pa., May 23, 1846. When quite young,

her parents. Samuel L. and Maria (Capwell) Hall-

stead, removed to Brown County, N. Y., and she

was only six years of age when they came West,

locating in Harrison Township, Winnebago County,
where both her father and mother are living.

There he imi)roved a good farm wliere he still

makes his home, at the age of eighty-four years.

He served through the Rebellion as a faithful fol-

lower of the Stars and Stripes. His wife, who is a

member of the Methodist Church, is now seventy-

nine years of age.

Unto Mr. and Mr. Bryden have been born five

children: Cora B., widow of Henry Barkley; Fair^'

M., wife of Fred Gilmore, a farmer of Owen Town-
ship; William J., who wedded Nellie Stillwell and
operates his father's farm; Minnie M., wife of Fred

Scoonmakers, a resident farmer of Harlem Town-
ship, and M. Eveline, who resides at home. In

politics, Mr. Bryden is a stalwart Republican,

and socially, is a member of (!. L. Ncviiis Post

No. 1, G. A. R., of Rockford. He came to this

city from his farm in 1891, and is now liv-

ing a retired life, enjoying the rest which ho has

so truly earned and richly deserves. He still owns

one hundred acres of well-improved land in Owen
Township.

T^ ANIEL SCOTT, who resides on section 19,

ll jjj
Guilford Township, is numbered among the

jf^ honored pioneers of Winnebago Countj',

few having longer resided in this communit}- than

our subject. He well deserves representation in

this volume, as for many years he has been identi-

fied with the histor}' of the county, its progress

and its upbuilding.

Mr. Scott was born in the town of Machias,

Cattaraugus Countj', N. Y., and is a son of Reuben

C. and Anna (Johnson) Scott, a sketch of whom
is given in connection with that of S3'lvester Scott,

on another page of this work. Daniel was a lad

of seven summers when with his parents he came

to Illinois. He well remembers the incidents of

the journey and of pioneer life here. At the time

of the settlement, all the land was owned b}- the

Government. The few settlers were living in log

houses, there were no railroads and no conven-
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iences. Tlie nearest market was Chicago, where

grain sold at fifty cents per bushel, and in some

cases men could not get enough for their farm

products to pay for hauling them sucli a distance.

Mr. Scott resided with his father until the latter's

death and is still living upon the old homestead,

which also includes the claim made by the mater-

nal grandfather. He aided in the arduous task of

developing a new farm, but now has his reward in

the products of rich and fertile fields. In connec-

tion with this, he has erected good farm buildings

and has all the improvements and accessories

found upon a model farm of the nineteenth cen-

tury.

In July, 1848, Mr. Scott was united in marriage

with Miss Nancy .T. Hayes, a native of Canada,

and a daughter of Samuel B. Hayes. Their union

lias ])een blessed with two children: Luther, who is

living on the home farm, and Anna, now the wife

of Harlow B. Rowley. Their pleasant home is con-

veniently situated a mile and a quarter east of the

city limits and is tlie aliode of liospitalit}-. This

worthy couple arc held in the highest regard

tliroughout the community where they have so

long made their home. In politics, Mr. Scott is a

Republican but has never been an ottice-seeker.

He is nujnbered among the ht)nored pioneers and

has ever borne his part in tiie development and

advancement of the county's interests.

'^^r^

"iTAMES A. NEWMAN. Like many of the

prosperous and representative citizens of

^,^ Boone County, 111., our subject claims New

y^f/ York as his native Slate, and was born in

Onondaga County on the 24th of April, 1824. He

enjoys the reputation of being one of the best

farmers in the township, and not only that, but he

is an intelligent and thoroughly posted man on

all public affairs.

His parents, John and Chloe (Atwell) Newman,

were natives of the Green Mountain State. Init

the former died in New York State, and the latter in

Kenosha County, Wis. They were farmers all

their lives. Our subject's paternal grandfather,

Enos Newman, was a Vcrmonter liy hirtli, but

passed the closing scenes of his life in the State of

New York, where he was one of the pioneers. On

the maternal side, oin- subject's grandparents were

Joseph and Clarissa Atwell. Of the eight children

born to John and Chloe Newman, onl^- one be-

side our subject is now living, Uiiali, wlio is now

ninety-one years of age.

Early trained to the duties of farm life, our

subject became familiar with its everj' detail, and

upon this training his success in subsequent years

in a great measure depended. When eighteen

years of age, he worked out b}' the month, and

later rented land, and on the 10th of December,

1846, he wedded Miss Betsey Andrews. She was

born in New York State, and there died when only

twent3'-eight years of age, leaving a bereaved and

desolate young husband. Two children were boi-n

to this union, both sons: Lloyd, born in New York

State, married Miss Anna Rogers, and has a

daughter; he is now living in C'hicago. .Tohn A.,

born in the same State, married Miss Mary (4reen,

and has two children; he is a farmer.

Our subject's second marriage occurred on the

23d of February, 1850, to Miss Sarah A. Cook, a

native of Oswego County, N. Y., born December

10, 1825, and the daughter of Ransom and Dolly

(Ward) Cook. Her paternal grandfather, William

Cook,was a native of Connecticut, and came to New
York State at an early date. He lived to a good

old age. Her ancestors were Revolutionary sol-

diers, and our subject's maternal grandfather also

served in the Revolutionary War. Mrs. Newman
was one of six children, and two are now living.

To our subject's second union was born one child,

Nellie L., a native of Kenosha County, Wis. She

is now the wife of William G. Bennett, a promi-

nent business man, and is the mother of one child,

George N.

After his second union, or in 1852, Mr. Newman
moved to Kenosha County, Wis., and there made

his home until 1867, when he sold out and moved

to Waukegan, HI. Two years later, he moved to

his present farm, which consists of three hundred

acres, and on this he has made many and vast im-

provements in the way of buildings, fences, tiling,

etc. He is one of the most progressive and

thorough farmers of the township, as a "lance over
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his broad acres will show. lie is a Republican,

with rroliibition iiroclivities, and his first Presi-

dential vote was cast in 1848, for President Tay-

lor. Mrs. Newman is a member of the Methodist

Church, and is also a member of the Woman's

Christian Temperance I'nion, in which she is

deeply' interested. Both are highly esteemed in

the community, and are active in all good work.

i>^^<^ ^—

l^i^i RS. MARY MORGAN, widow of Mr.

Horace S. Morgan, is one of the most

active and intelligent women in Boone

County, 111. She was born in Ontario

County, N. Y., in 1843, to the marriage of James

and Mariah (Bourne) Westrip, the former a native

of England, and the latter of Albany, N. Y.

The father came to "the land of the free"

when a young man, and was here married. Agri-

culture was his occupation in life, and in this

he met with substantial results, being ever very

industrious and progressive. In 1846, he brouglit

his family to Illinois, and settled on one hun-

dred and eight acres of Government land, where

he made his home until his death, in 1851, when

still a comparatively young man, being oni^'

about thirty-eight years of age. He left his

widow and a son and four davighters, all living

but one daughter. His wife is still living, and

makes her home with our subject, Mrs. Morgan.

She is now seven t3'-seven years' of age. Mrs.

Westrip was again married, the second time to Mr.

Philemon Degroflf, of Steuben County, N. Y.,born

in the year 1807. His first wife, Elizabeth Mass,

of the same place, died in 1866, leaving five chil-

dren.

She of whom we write attained her growth in

Boone County, 111., for she was only about three

years of age when she was brought to this county,

and here received her education. Her marriage

took place in Beloit, Wis., in 1873, to Mr. Horace

S. Morgan, who was one of the successful farmers

of this part of the county. Mrs. Morgan had made

her home with the family of Mr. IMorgan for two

years prior to her marriage, and afterwards she

and her husband began the struggle of life on

their own responsibilit}'. They were favored

with success, and became prominently identified

with llie agricultural interests of the count}-. Mr.

.Morgan was ever public-spirited and uin-ight, and
in his deatli, which occurred in 1884, when sev-

enty-two years of age, Boone County lost one of

its representative citizens.

Mrs. Morgan's marriage was blessed liy the birth

of two children: EudellalM., born in October, 1874,

and Wesley II., April 4, 1884. Both of her chil-

dren have received good educational advantages,

and she has trained them to be intelligent and in-

dependent in thought and action. The daughter

has taken several terms of music lessons, and

l)romises to be a fine musician. Mrs. Morgan has

eighty acres of good tillable land, but rents the

farm out. Her brother, James Westrip, is engaged

in tilling the soil on the old homestead in Roscoe

Township.

^ VICTOR ENGSTROM. The firm of Eng-

/te>\ Strom & Hall was organized March 1, 1888,
AS')) I

.

and has since been conducting a very suc-

cessful business at No. 324 p]ast State Street, Rock-

ford. Their stock consists of a full line of

diy goods, the specialtj' being fine dress-goods

and cloaks, and through courtesy and fair deal-

ings all the members of the firm have become

widel}' and favorably' known. Their place is one

of the oldest dry-goods houses in the city, having

formerly been occupied by L. Moulthrop.

When Mr. Engstrom located in Rockford in 1883,

he at once became connected with George H. Den-

nett as a clerk in a dry-goods store of the latter-

named gentleman and was continuously in his em-

ploy until March 1, 1888, when he formed his

present partnership. An active and energetic

young gentleman, with excellent judgment and

progressive ideas, he has gained success through

his unaided exertions.

Born in Malta, this State, October 2, 1865, our

subject is the son of A. F. ICngstrom (of whom sec

biograph}'), and is one of the five children of the

parental famil}'. He was married in Rockford to

Miss Florence Beatty, who was born in Waukegan,
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Wis., and reared in RockTord, receiving her educa-

tion in the female seminary here. She has tlie

rare gift of a voice of exceeding sweetness .ind

purity, and is an active member of the Mendels-

sohn Club, a popular ladies' society, well known

for musical abilitj-. Her father. Rev. Robert

Beatty, was for many years a minister in the Meth-

odist Church, and with his wife, whose maiden

name was Harriet Smith, is still living in Rockford.

In their religious connections, Mr. and Mrs. Eug-

strom are members of the Centennial Methodist

Episcopal Church of this city. In politics, he is

an active adherent to the principles of the Repub-

lican party.

AMUEL BATES. Among the prosperous

enterprises in Capron, Boone County, 111.,

is that of Samuel Bates, dealer in farm

machinerj'. Mr. Bates is a thoroughly prac-

tical, energetic man has been a resident of this

county all his life, and is highly esteemed in all

circles.

He was born in Boone Township ]5ooiie Coun-

ty, of this State, in about the first log house

erected in this section, May 6, 1848, and here he

grew to manhood and received his education. He

is a son of Isaac and Ph(ebe T. (Tongue) Bates.

(See sketch.) Until about sixteen years of age,

our subject remained under the parental roof and

assisted his father in the management of the

farm. Not being particularly fascinated with the

arduous duties devolving upon him while tilling

the soil, he went to Beloit and began learning the

blacksmith's trade, which he continued about six

months. From there he went to South Bend,

Ind., and was engaged in following his trade there

for about live years, after which he located in

Iowa. In both places he was very successful, and

being a skilled workman and a reliable and

straightforward business man he met with encour-

agement on every side.

At the end of one year in Moingona of the lat-

ter State, our subject returned to South Bend and

followed his trade there for two years, after which.

in 1869, he located in Capron in the county where

he first saw the light of day, and here he has re-

mained ever since. He followed his trade in this

county and town until 1887, when he sold out

his business, and since then has been engaged as a

dealer in farm machinery. Although but a short

time has elapsed since Mr. Bates embarked in his

present business, he has built up a most valuable

trade and is prominently ideutilicd with the busi-

ness interests of the place.

On the 27th of December, 187(1, he was married

to Miss .Jennie Willott, who was born near Bir-

mingham, England, on the 4th of November, 1851,

and whose parents are Joseph and Maria (Geth-

ing) Willott, natives also of England. Mr. and

Mrs. AVillott came to the United States in 1867

and settled in Indiana, where Mr. Willott engaged

as a mechanic. He is now manufacturing edged

tools at Manitowoc, Wis., and is a jtrosperous and

successful business man.

Our subject settled in Capron directly after his

marriage. His union has been blessed by the

birth of two children: Myrtle A. M., born here

April 15, 1874, and A'ivian S., born December 27,

1884. This is one of the pleasantest home in

Boone County, and the domestic happiness found

in this family circle makes a bright spot and is

promotive of much true sociability. Mr. Bates is

a Republican in politics, and his first Presidential

vote was for U. S. Grant. He has held many local

ollices in the township, has been Supervisor since

1882 and has been a member of the School Board

for some time. Mrs. Bates is a relincd and cul-

tured lady.

ILLIAM LEE. The piunecrs of Ik>oiio

f\lll
^'oi'iityare a class of men who for sturdy

integrity, thorough-going industry and

undaunted enterprise, will compare favorabh' with

any class of men whom we may name. Tliey did

not come to the West with the expectation of find-

ing a royal road to fortune, but thej' did ho[ie,

however, and their hopes have been realized, to

make a home in the wilderness, where they might

place the feet of their children on the high road

to indejiendence and a comfortable comjietencj-.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1245

Our subject, who is one of the oldest residents

in the county, is residing on section 33, Flora

Township. He was born in Burnside Township,

Clearfield County, Pa., December 3, 1823. His

father, William Lee, was born in Centre County,

that State, where also the grandfather, Jacob, as

far as is known, was born and reared. The latter-

named gentleman removed to Clearfield County,

where he purchased a tract of timber land and re-

sided until his decease. The maiden name of his

wife was Jlargaret Goodwin.

The father of our subject w.as a young man

when he went to Clearfield County and was there

married. He became the owner of a tract of land

in Burnside Township, on which he erected a log-

house and resided for a number of years. There

were no railroads in the vicinity of his home at

that time, and the farmers lived princip.ally off

the products of their farm. In 1844, the elder Mr.

Lee, with his family, came to Illinois, making the

entire journey with teams, and after three weeks

and three days landed in Ogle County. There

they remained a few weeks and then came to Flora

Township, where the father of our subject entered

a tract of Government land, now included in the

estate, which our subject occupies. There was a

log cabin on the property, and this the family- oc-

cupied for a few years, when a substantial resi-

dence was erected. There Mr. Lee departed this

life in 1860, while his wife, prior to her marri.ige

Miss Jane R. Gallaher, died wliile residing iii

Clearfield County, Pa. She was a daughter of

James and Margaret Gallaher and was a native of

the Keystone State.

William Lee was twenty years of age when he

came to Illinois, and has since that time been an

occupant of the home farm. His estate includes a

quarter section', while in DeKalb County he is the

owner of forty acres of land which bears good im-

provements. In November, 1843, he was married

to Rebecca McKee, who was born June 18, 1822,

in Blair County, Pa., and to them have been born

eight children, four living: Thomas M., Joseph B.,

Millard E. and Mary C. Mrs. Lee departed this

life, April 7, 1863, and the lady to whom our subject

was united in marriage in 1865 was Harriet Tay-

lor, a native of Noble County, Ohio. Three chil-

dren woie Ikuii unto them: Emery U., Lillie and

Oscar E. The mother died in August, 188i), and

in Fcbruar}-, 1891, Mr. Lee married Rosetta Per-

rin, also a native of the Buckeye State. In politi-

cal matters, Mr. Lee votes witli the Hepulilican

partj'.

m

OANNA WELLINGTON, a most estimable

lady, and the widow of Sparoc Wellington)

was born in Canada in the year 1808, to the

_ union of Joseph and Jane (Chrisholm)

Silverthorne, the latter a native of Canada and the

former of the United States, although he was taken

to Canada when but two years of age.

Our subject passed her girlhood and youth iu

her native countrj', ind was married in Toronto

iu 1830, when twenty-two years of age, to Mr.

Sparoc AVellington, who was just twenty-seven

j-ears of age. In 1838, they determined to trj'

the fertile and productive prairies of Illinois, and

took passage on a vessel, coming b}- the Lakes to

Chicago. From that cit^^ they came l>y team to

Ogle County', and without means, and with a family

of three children, settled in Ogle County. All the

l)rivations incident to pioneer life thej' experienced

in their new home, and Mr. Wellington was en-

gaged as a tanner, currier, harness-maker and shoe-

maker, also farming in that county for five years.

From there they removed to De Kalb County, and

there i-esided until 1854, when they came to Man-

chester, Boone County. When they came to Ogle

County from Canada, the notorious bandit, Dave

Driscol, shot and killed John Campbell, who had

come with them and had resided in the same house

for some time. Mr. Campbell was Captain of the Re-

gulators at the time of his death. Mr. Wellington

took his first load of wheat from Ogle County in

1838, and received sixty cents a bushel in Chicago.

He exchanged it for groceries, etc. Later, he took

a load of fresh pork, and sold it for 81 per hun-

dred pounds, and after paying his expenses on the

trip, did not have enough left to i)ay his man for

one month's work.

The union of our subject and his wife was

blessed by the birth of ten children, seven sons
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and three daughLeis, five now deceased. Samuel

B. Wellington enlisted tlie first year of the war,

in Company B, Fifteenth Illinois Infantiy, under

Capt. Haywood, and served nearly three 3'ears.

He died with fever in the hospital at St. Louis,

July 27, 1863, aged twenty-three years; Sparoc

died January 6, 1892, aged thirty-six jears.

The living children are as follows: Thomas S... a

farmer of Nebraska, married, and has seven chil-

dren; AVilliam L. M., a ranchman of Colorado, has

a wife and two children; Quincy Joseph, a book-

merchant at Colorado Springs, is married and has

one child; Jane married Mr. Orris Knox, a con-

tractor and builder of Los Angeles, Cal.; and

Frances, resides with her mother.

The father of these children was a hard-work-

ing, industrious citizen, and a man well liked and

respected wherever he made his home. He was

prominently identified with all movements re-

garded as worthy of consideration, and was a

prominent member of the Methodist Church, in

which he was a liberal contributor. In politics, he

was a strong advocate and supporter of the prin-

ciples of the Republican party. His death occurred

in 1878, when seventy-five years of age. He left

an estate of eighty acres, and jn'Operty at Cale-

donia, and deeded eighty acres to his son, AVilliam

L. M. He now rests with his de|)arted children in

Roscoe Cemetery. Mrs. Wellington is one of the

pleasant, agreeable old ladies of the county, and

is esteemed and respected by eveiyone. She enjoys

good health, and her mind is clear and bright as in

her best days.

)ENJAMIN F. CUNNINGHAM occupies a

beautiful home one mile south of Rock-

ford, which is charmingly located on a rise

of ground which commands an extended

view up and down the river. It is in fact one of

the most pleasant homes in Winnebago County,

and our subject has brought it to its present con-

dition, as when he located here there were but few

improvements on the place. He is one of the pio-

neers of the county- and has given the best efforts

of his life to agricultural pursuits, and, as a reward

of his industry, has a splendid estate in Rockford

Township.

Born February o, 1820, in Peterboro, Hillsboro

County, N. II., our subject is a son of James and

Sarah M. Cunningham. (See sketch of Samuel

Cunningham.) Benjamin F. resided in his native

town until 1839, when he came to Illinois, start-

ing in the month of April and arriving in Win-

nebago County when Rockford contained onl3-

a few buildings, the most of them constructed

of logs. Our subject joined his brother, Isaac N.

Cunningham, who resided on a claim about one mile

west of the town, and made his home with him

for a twelvemonth, when he returned to the jia-

rental roof and remained until two years after his

marriage. Mr. Cunningham then settled on his

farm on section 6, which he sold in 1850, and the

succeeding year lived on his brother's farm, dur-

ing which time he purchased property in what is

now AVinnebago Township. Residing there for a

period of three years, our subject on account of

failing health moved into the city and in 1858

went to California via the Isthmus, the journey

consuming twenty-eight days from New York to

San Francisco. The first year, he was unable to

do any kind of work, and when partially regaining

his health, engaged in teaming from Sacramento to

the mines, a distance of about one hundred miles.

Jlr. Cunningh.am remained in the Golden State

two years, and, on returning, to Illinois, made

his home for a year in Rockford, then traded

his property for a farm near Pecalonica, and was

there engaged in cultivating the soil until the

spring of 1868, when he sold out and spent a few

months in Rockford. The following year he lo-

cated on the farm where he at present resides. In

1870, he made a second trip to California in search

of health, and returned a year later, somewhat im-

proved, but the climate here not agreeing with him,

in the fall of 1873 he again went West and resided

for six years.

March 14, 1844, the original of this sketch was

married to Clarissa J. Mandeville, who was born

in Somerset, Cayuga County, N. Y., April 1, 1822.

Her father, Michael Mandeville, was a native of

the same county, where his father, Jacob Mande-
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ville, as far as is known, was also born. The

grandfather was a farmer and spent his last years

in the town of Sennett. The father of Mrs Cun-

ningham was married in his native State, and re-

sided in C'aj'Uga County' until 1824, when he re-

moved to Genesee County and purchased a tract

of timber land on a small clearing, where he made

his home for two years. Going tt> Darien, JMr.

Mandeville purchased property and operated a

gri;^tmill, tannery and shoe factory. lie lived

there until 1839 and then came to Illinois, being

accompanied by his wife and five children. The

father rented a farm one year near Rockford, then

bdught a tract of land in the same township, on

whicii he erected a log house and lived until the

spring of 1841. Later removing to Rockford, he

lived retired until his decease. His wife, i)rior to

her marriage, was Elsie Corey, a native of Sennett,

N. Y., and the daughter of .Tames and Sarah Corey;

her decease occurred in Rockford.

One daughter, Jennie E., has been born to Mr.

and Mrs. Cunningham and makes her home with

her parents at the present writing.

]^-h^i

IIRIST ORTLUND. The tirm of Ortlund

Bros, are proprietors of the Seventh Street

Laundry, which was established December

1, 18!)1, and has since carried on a large and suc-

cessful business. The members of the firm, our

suliject and G. A., are also contractors and Iniilders

of artificial stone pavements and sidewalks, an

enterprise which since its inception in April, 1890,

has steadily increased in magnitude and impor-

tance.

Prior to coming to Rockford, Mr. Ortlund re-

sided for four years in Evanston, this State, where

he located immediately after emigrating to the

United States in 188G. He was born in Sweden, a

countrjf which has furnished a large number of en-

terprising and successful citizens to the city of

Rockford, and in his native land received a com-

mon-school education. His parents, Andrew and

Augusta (Olsen) Ortlund, recentlj- came to the

LTnited States and now reside in Evanston, 111.,

the father being seventy-two and the mother

58

fifty-nine years old. They are members of the

Swedish Lutheran Church, an<l arc people of worth

and many generous imiuilsos. Our subject takes

an active interest in the public enterprises of Rock-

ford and altiiough he has resided here only a few

years, is already- widely known and honored.

i'i-^^ "A

m

ELOS H. DENTON, dealer in sand, stone

I and rubble, and a prominent business man
of Rockford, was born in Durand Town-

ship, Winnebago, County, July 31, 1840.

He was the only son born to his parents (for

further information in regard to whose history tiie

reader is referred to the sketch of Homer Denten).

When a mere child, he accompanied his parents to

Rockford, where he was reared and educated, and

has since made his home. Lentil recent years, he

has been engaged in farming pursuits, but now de-

votes his attention to the business above-mentioned,

in connection with which he has large real-estate

interests.

In 1861, Mr. Denton enlisted in Company I),

Eleventii Illinois Infantry, responding to the first

call for men to serve three years. Much of the

time he served in the Quarterm.aster's Department,

and was with his regiment at Ft. Henry, Ft. Donel-

son, Shiloh and Vicksburg. On account of disabil-

ity, he was honorably discharged, and, returning

home, commenced again the pursuits of peace.

The lady who became the wife of our subject

was born and reared in Canada, and came to Rock-

ford with her parents, wlio were natives of Canada,

of English parentage. Her motiier still lives in

Rockford, being quite aged, but the father is de-

ceased. Mrs. Denton died in the prime of life,

leaving one child, JIarj-, now the wife of Ellsworth

Lockwood, the proprietor of the Central Book
Store at Rockford.

The second marriage of Mr. Denton united him

to Miss Ann Lambert, who was born in Prince Ed-

ward Island, and accompanied lier parents, Henry

and Betty Lambert, to the Stales in cliildhood days.

Mr. Lambert served in the English army for about

seven years. He and his wife were born, reared
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and married in London, England, and now reside

in Rockford, being quite advanced in years. Mrs.

Ann Denton died at her iiome in this city in 1886,

when about thirt_v-six 3'ears old. Slie was a good

wife, devoted mother and kind neighbor. Her

children were named Minnie B., William, Nellie.

Hattie and Cora, respectively. All of them are at

home, and are being educated in the schools of

Rockford.

"jtp^RANK E. ZAHM is one of the enterprising

IIMgj young farmers of Winnebago County, and

!L> operates a finelj'-improved farm in Sliirland

Township. Having passed his entire life within

tlie limits of the township where he now resides, he

is well known by his fellow-citizens, among whom
he occupies a prominent place. In connection with

general farming, he is interested in stock-raising

and usually keeps a large number of horses, cattle

and hogs on the place. He has introduced modern

machinery and every improvement which will

conduce to success in his cliosen occupation, and

through good judgment and excellent manage-

ment has become known as a prosperous and thrifty

farmer.

The father of Mr. Zahm, Nicholas by name, was

born in the Province of Lorraine (now included

in Germany, but formerly owned by France), No-

vember 15, 1815. He was a son of Jacob Zahm, a

native of the same place, and born of German an-

cestry. In 1828, Grandfather Zahm emigrated to

the United States, .and carried on farming opera-

tions until he was too old to cng.ige in active la-

bor.

The subject of this sketch was born in Shirland

Township, April 22, 1856, and was the seventh in

order of birth among a famil3' of eight children,

five sons and three daughters. On the farm which

his father bought and located upon shortly before

the railroad was built there, he grew to manhood,
receivings common-school education. In October,

1881, he was married to Miss Mary, daughter of

Williston and Margaret (Miller) Beckham. Her fa-

ther was born in Pennsylvania, in 18.'?5, and her

mother was a native of Vermont, born in October,

1840. They were married in Beloit, December 24,

1857, and became the parents of four children,

namely: Frank, who died in infancy'; Mary, who
was born at the old homestead in Shirland Town-

ship, December 1, 1860; William, who married Ma-

})el Ilerrick, of Beloit; and Lewis, whose home is

in Rockford. Two children have been born to

Mr. and Mrs. Zahm: Ethel B.,born March 31, 1884,

and Williston, a very bright and precocious child

of three years. In his political affiliations, Mr.

Zahm has identified himself with the Republican

party, believing its principles best adapted to the

welfare of the people.

i>^^<m

OSCAR DAY. Having accumulated a com-

petence through the exercise of good judg-

ment and tireless perseverance as a farmer,

Mr. Day is passing his declining years quietly at

his home in Rockford. He was born of English

descent, in the town of Es.sex, Chittenden County,

Vt., March 28, 1828. From the family genealogy

we glean the following: The first ancestor in this

county, Daniel Day, came to America in 1634, and

settled in Newtown, near Cambridge, Mass. He was

probably one of the companj' of one hundred pio-

neers who, with their pastor, the Rev. Mr. Hooker,

penetrated the wilderness in 1636, and founded

homes for themselves amid uninviting surround-

ings.

The second wife of Daniel Day was P^ditha

Stebbins, or Stebbing, a sister of Deacon E!dward

Stebbing. From them the lineage is traced down
through successive generations to Thomas Da}'', the

great-great-great grandfather of our subject, and

the son of Robert and Sarah (Cooper) Day. The first

of the family to settle in Vermont was the great-

grandfather, John Day. Jr., son of John Day, Sr.,

and he resided in the town of Essex until his death

in June, 1795, at the age of sixty-three years. He
was born in Springfield, Mass., July 5, 1698, and

wa? a man of note in his community.

Grandfather David Da}' was born in West Spring-

field, Mass., Maj' 2, 1758, and was a farmer by oc-

cupation, clearing from the wilderness of the town

of Essex a farm which was his home until death.
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He served through the entire period of the Revo-

lutionary AVar, and was a pensioner during the lat-

ter part of his life, receiving $120 per year. Tiie

maiden name of his wife, grandmother of our

subject, was Aseneth Childs, and her declining

years were passed on the old homestead at Essex.

Childs Da}', father of our subject, was born in Es-

sex, Vt., March 29, 1794, and was reared to agricul-

tural pursuits, spending his entire life in the place

of his birth. In his youth there were no railroads,

and he was accustomed to team between Montreal

and Boston, the two principal markets of New
England. His last years were quietly passed on a

farm which he purchased in the vicinity of his old

home. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and

a man of patriotic character and generous impulses,

whose position in the community was one of honor

and trust.

The mother of our suliject, whose maiden name
was INIahala Collins, was born in Lebanon, N. H.,

the daughter of Henry and Fanny (Aldrich) Col-

lins. She was an estimable lady, devoted to her

husband and children, and sincerely mourned when

she passed away at the old liome m Essex. Oscar

Daj' was reared and educated in his native town,

and resided with his parents until 1848, when he

proceeded West to Buffalo, X. Y., and worked at

the trade of a carpenter for three years. In 1851,

he went to California via the Isthmus of Panama,

and landed at San F^i-ancisco, then a village of

about four thousand inhabitants. Seventy miles

distant were the mines of Eldorado, where he en-

gaged in mining until 1856, and then returned

home bj' the Isthmus and New York.

In June, 1856, Mr. Day came to Winnebago

County, where he bought one hundred and sixty

acres in Winnebago Township and resided until

1865. His next purchase was the farm he now oc-

cupies, which joins that portion of Rockford known
as the Seminary Tract. Thirty acres of the estate

have been laid out in city lots, while the value of

the place has been materially increased by its prox-

imity to the growing city.

The marriage of Mr. Day, in October, 1857,

united him with Susan P. Mills, who was born in

Caynga County, N. Y. Her father, David Mills, was

born in Albany County, N. Y., and her grandfather.

Abram Mills, was a native of the same county, and
spent his entire life in New York State. Grand-
mother Day was known in maidenhood ns Marv
Foster, and was born in Ireland, of Scotch ances-

try. David Mills, after his marriage, which oc-

curred in Weedsport, N. Y.. remained tiiere for a

time and then removed to Winnebago County,

where he Ijonght a farm in Winnebago Townshij)

and resided a number of years. Then retiring to

Rockford, he lived quietly until called hence. His

wife, Parmelia (Bayless) ^Nlills, was born in Cayuga
County, N. Y., the daughter of Aaron and Lydia
(I>dmiston) Bayless, natives of New York. Mv.

and Mrs. Day attend tbe Congregational Church

at Rockford, and are active in works of philan-

throphy and benevolence. In political matters, he

is a Republican, and takes an intelligent interest

in all the public issues of the day.

\t| OHN A. JAMES. Among the pushing, en-

I
' ergetic and successful agriculturists of

Jlanchester Township, Boone County, is

the subject of this biographical notice. He
was born in Genesee Township. Waukesha

County, Wis., in 1850, and is a son of Charles

James, a native of Wales, who came to America

about 1845. The mother of our subject, prior to

her marriage, was Miss Esther Edwards, also a na-

tive of Wales; she died in 1852, when twentj'-

nine years of age, leaving two sons, our subject,

and an elder brother, Charles.

The original of this sketch was reared to farm-

ing pursuits, and March 23, 1881, was married to

Miss Charlotte M., daughter of Samuel and Ann
(Mason) Pye, both of whom were natives of Eng-

land. The mother came to America in 1840,

being preceded to the New World by her husband,

who set sail from his native land in 1836. He
remained at Geneva, N. Y.. until 1840, when, in

the spring of that year, he came to Rockford, and

the same year bought a quarter-section of Govern-

ment land in Manchester Township, Boone

Count}'. He was married here June 2, 1844, to

Ann Mason. Her father died in this townsliip in

1843, when forty-three 3-ears of age, and the
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mother when in her sixty-eighth year, in 1859.

They were inn-keepers in England. They also

owned a farm of one hundred and eighty-seven

acres of land in Manchester Township. They were

married in 1821, and at their death left a family

of five children. Tiiey came to Rockford in 1840.

IVIr. and Mrs. Pye located in Boone County, Oc-

tober 31, 1844, where the father erected the second

frame house in this vicinity, which is still stand-

ing. He was reared to farm life, which occupa-

tion he followed until his death. Their seven

children bore the respective names of Joseph,

Sarah Ann, Joseph Samuel, Charlotte M., Idella

(xertrude. May Adelia and Alice Eva. Mrs. Pye

departed this life September 25, 1877, aged sixty-

two years. Her husband survived her a number

of years, dying April 15, 1891, in his eighty-flrst

year. He left an estate of one hundred and sixty

acres, which was well cultivated, improved with

good buildings, and well stocked. Mr. Pye was

not interested in polities other than to cast a Re-

publican vote during elections.

AMES SUNDQUIST is a cabinet-maker in

the employ of the Palace Folding Bed

, , Company, also Superintendent, and resides

(^/' at No. 202 Seventh Street. A native of

Sweden, he was horn on the 11th of April, 1841.

His father, Hans P. Sundquist, lived and died a

farmer in his native province, passing away at the

age of eighty 3'ears. His wife died seven years

previous, when about sixty years of age. Her

maiden name was Sarah K. Larson. This worthy

couple were both members of the Swedish

Lutheran Church.

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and

youth in the land of his birth, and when quite

j'Oung began learning the cabinet-maker's trade.

Since that time, he has made his own way in the

world. At length, he determined to try his for-

tune in America. A younger brother, Andrew,

had already come to this country, in 1867. He

married Miss Katie Larson, and is now a successful

furniture dealer of Toulon, Stark County, III.

Mr. Sundquist, whose name heads this sketch,

was united in marriage with Lena Anderson, a na-

tive of this country, l)orn in Durand on the 9th

of December, 185(5. She was here reared and ed-

ucated, her parents being Seavert and Maria An-

derson, both of whom were natives of Norway.

After their marriage and the birth of three of

(heir children, they emigrated to this country, be-

coming residents of Rockford, but later removed

to Durand, where they spent the remainder of

their lives. Mr. Anderson was a jeweler by trade,

but in this country followed various employments.

His death occurred at the advanced age of eighty-

one years, and his wife passed away at the age of

seventy-seven. He was a supporter of Republican

principles, and both were members of the Lutheran

Church. Three children of the familj' are 3'et

living: Martin A., a painter of Durand; Sophia,

wife of Louis Blomquist, a tailor of Rockford; and

the wife of our subject.

LTnto Mr. and Mrs. Sundquist were horn five

children, four of whom are yet living: Edith F.,

Oscar E., Chester R. and James L. One daughter,

Lorena F., died in infancy. The family' is well

and favorably known throughout this community.

Mr. Sundquist is an expert workman, able to com-

mand excellent positions. After coming to this

countiy, he resided for four jears in Galesburg

and Chicago, and on the 23d of September, 1872,

arrived in Rockford. He has prospered since

coming to this citj', and is now the owner of some

good property, and is interested in some of the

manufacturing companies of this city.

SAAC N. SIIIPE deserves mention among the

prominent farmers of Cherry Valley Township,

Winnegago County. lie was born in Cul-

peper, Va., April 3, 1842, and is a son of Abraham

and Eliza (Reiley) Shipe,both of whom were Vir-

ginians by birth. His paternal grandfather was a

native of Pennsj'lvania, and when young emi-

grated to the Old Dominion, settling in Ilowes-

ville. He married Miss Windham, a native of

that State, whose ancestors were leading men of

the comnuniity. Col. Windham, of military fame.
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was lier brother. They reared a family of seven

sons and four daughters, one of whom, Isaac, was

tlie twin brother of the fatlier of our subject.

Abraham Shipe married IMiss Reiley, daughter of

John Reilej-. Iler fatlier was born in Virginia .and

was the son of .Tohn Reilej', of Rev^olutionar}- fame.

Mrs. Shipe was first married to William Green, aud

unto them were born three sons aud a daughter,

all of whom are yet living and are heads of fami-

lies. By her second marriage, she had fourteen

chihh'en, four of whom died in early childhood,

but five sons and five daughters still abide. The

mother has thus had eighteen children. Mr. and

Mrs. Shipe removed from Virginia to Washington

Count}', Ohio, when our subject was a lad of four-

teen years, and there re.sided until the spring of

1866, when they came to Winnebago County, 111.,

with their family. In the fall of 1865, the}' made

a settlement on section 19, Cherry Valley Town-

ship. The father died on Thanksgiving Day of

1878, and his remains were interred in the burial

ground near the Starke}' Schoolhouse. The mother

is still living at the age of seventy-seven years

and makes her home in Flora, Boone County.

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood of our subject, which was spent under

the parental roof, but in November, 1861, in Ohio,

he enlisted in his country's service, and with a

brother and three half-brothers went to the front.

This was a large number for one mother to give

to her country, but all were spared to her and re-

turned uninjured. Mr. Shipe was a prisoner of

war for some time, being held at Charleston, S. C,

Castle Thunder, and at Richmond, where he was

parolled in March, 1865. His average weight w.as

one hundred and sixty pounds, but when he came

out of prison he weighed ninety-three pounds. He
now receives a pension of $6 per month in recogni-

tion of his services. He proved a faithful soldier,

was ever at his post of duty, and of his war record

he need never be ashamed.

In October, 1872, Mr. Shipe married Miss Kate

Hall, daughter of Thomas and Flora A. (Hunter)

Hall, both of whom were natives of Belfast, Ire-

land, who emigrated to Canada in the spring of

1842, whence they came to Winneb.ago County,

111., eight years later. Of their twelve chil-

dren, all grew to mature years, and only four

have been called to their final rest. The fatlier

died April 19, 1856, and the motiicr is still living

at the age of eighty-one } ears, her home being

with her daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Shipe have <iiie

child, Nellie, a maiden of sixteen summers," who is

attending the High School of Kockford. The fam-

ily have many friends throughout this community

and rank high in the circles of society in which

they move. In his political aHiliations, Mr. Sliipe

is a Republican. He is held in high regard by all

who know him and is recognized as a progressive

fanner and valued citizen of the eoinmunity.

OSEPII J. BRANTINGHAM. The publisii-

ers of this volume would fail in their oli-

ject of presenting to their readers a review

of the lives of the prominent citizens of llie

county were they to omit that of our subject.

formerly one of the influential business men of

Rockford, where he was a capitalist, money broker

and real-estate dealer, and was largely interested in

property in Chicago. He died in New York City.

August 5, 1891, while on a ideasure trip llirough

the East and his remains were brought home for

interment in the cemetery of this city.

He of whom we write was born in or near New
York City, October 28, 1834, and received an ex-

cellent education in his native place and in the

business college of Chicago, having come West

with his parents in 1855. Later, he removed to

this county, where he occupied a high rank among

its wealthy citizens and resided until his decease.

He was not interested in political affairs other

than to cast a Republican vote at election times.

The lady to whom he was married in Kockford

bore the name of Miss Ada Brice, and had her

birth in Washington, Pa. She was an infant of

two years when her parents came to the cit}-, and

received an excellent education in the public

schools. Her father, Capt. James Brice, was also a

native of the Keystone State, where he owned and

operated a foundry in Washington. Disposing of

his interests there in the latter part of tiie '40s, he

came to this section and here resided until a few
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years prior to his decease, which dccurred in 1887,

at the advanced age of eighty-eiglit years. lie

was in no sense of tlie word an office-seeker, i)re-

ferring tlie quiet and liappiness of his fireside to

the turmoil of public life, but always voted with

tlie Republican party.

During the late Civil War, Mr. Briee raised Com-

pany H, Ninety-second Illinois Infantry, at Ro-

chelle, of which he was elected Captain, and went

with his regiment to the South, where he was en-

gaged in fighting for two years. At tlic expira-

tion of that time, he received his honorable dis-

charge on account of physical disability and re-

turned home. During his entire service, he escaped

accident, although he was in many hard-fought

on g.'igemen ts, and at one time was offered a Col-

onel's commission, but declined to accept the honor.

He was an active worker in the Grand Army of

the Republic and his life record was such as to com-

mend him to the respect and esteem of tlie entire

community.

The maiden name of Mrs. Brantingham 'smother

was Miss Anna Miller; she was a native i f Pennsyl-

vania, and died when her daughter was an infant

of two years. The ladj' whom Mr. Brice chose for

his second wife is still surviving and makes her

home in Tama, Iowa. To our subject and his wife

have been born four children, who have been given

good educations and fitted to fill honorable sta-

tions in life.

'>

ij/ ORTON W. SERGENT. The highly culti-

if)Y) vated farm owned and operated by IMr.

^J^ Sergent comprises one hundred and fort}-

(^) acres on section 34, Flora Township, and is

numbered among the best estates in Boone County.

Since the present proprietor purchased the place

in 1869, he has devoted his attention closel}' toils

improvement, and has not onl_v brought the soil to

a high state of cultivation, but has erected a first-

class set of farm buildings.

The Sergent family originated in England,

whence the great-grandfather of our subject emi-

grated to America and settled in New England.

where he was engaged as a tiller of the soil. The

grandfather of our subject, Timothy Sergent, was

born in Verinoni, it is thought, and was a farmer

bj' occnpation. About 1852, he removed from the

Green Mountain State, and, settling in the town

of Franklin, DeKalb County, 111., bought a place,

where he made his home until called hence by

death. The maiden name of his wife was Abigail

Allen.

Eli Sergent, father of our subject, was born in

Mendon, Rutland County, Vt., and was reared to

manhood in his native place. About 1834, he re-

moved to New York State and settled in the town

of Gaines, Orleans County, where he bought a

tract of land partly improved, and engaged in

its cultivation until 1858.- In April of that year,

he came to Illinois and located in Henry County,

where he operated a rented farm for three years.

His home was next established in Franklin Town-

ship, DeKalb County, where he remained a few

j-ears, afterward bujing the farm on which our

subject now resides. In 1877, he removed to Bel-

viderp, where he now lives retired from active du-

ties.

The mother of our subject, whose maiden name

was Hannah K. Hogle, was born in Ticonderoga,

N. Y., the daughter of Robert and Polly (Allen)

Hogle, and died in May, 1880. Three of her chil-

dren are now living: Ilorton W., Ora J., and Ce-

linda E., wife of Thomas Lane. The flrst-named

was born in Gaines, Orleans Count}', N. Y., Decem-

ber 7, 1835. He was reared and educated in his

native place, and in the fall of 1856 came to Illi-

nois, having in his possession $20 in cash and a

pair of horses. It was during a time of financial

depression that he located in this State and fift}'

cents per day was the highest wages received.

For a number of years, Mr. Sergent operated as

a renter, and in 1869 purchased his father's farm,

where he has since resided. His marriage, Decem-

ber 24, 1853, united him with Miss Mary J. Sleezer,

who was born in Champion, Jefferson County,

N. Y., and they are the parents of two children,

namely: Edith II., who resides at home, and

George Eli, who married Dora Ileyward, and re-

sides in Flora. The eldest child. Kittle, was born

Januar}' 6, 1855, married Howard Shannon, and



POETEAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 1253

died iu April, 1876; Arrissa M. was born April 28,

1858, married Setli Sleezer, and died February 15,

1891, leaving one child, Frank W.
Martin Sleezer, grandfather of Mrs. Sergent, was

born in Germany, and, as far as known, was the

only member of the family who ever came to

America. He settled in Saratoga Count}', N. Y.,

where his son George was born and reared. The

latter learned the trade of a mason and plasterer,

and was thus occupied in .Jefferson County, for

a number of years. In the year 1854, he re-

moved to Illinois and settled in Newark, Kendall

County, where his death occurred in December,

1855. His wife, Polly (Woodward) Sleezer, was

born in Providence, Saratoga County, N. Y., the

daughter of Abraham and Susan (Van Curler)

Woodward, and died iu Gridley, McLean County,

111.

In the social circles of Flora Township, Mr. and

Mrs. Sergent occupy a prominent position, to which

their hospitality, upright lives and nobility of

character abuud.antly entitle them. They have

not been without their sorrows and misfortunes,

but through them all they have retained their

cheerfulness of heart and faith in mankind. They

have won the confldence of all with whom they

have come in contact, and have done their share

in the advancement of everj' cause for the benefit

of the community.

=-^^+^1=-

\f^OBERT GARRETT, who is living a retired

IWif life on his farm on section 15, Guilford

*, Township, Winnebago County, claims Ohio

as the State of his nativity. lie was born

in Lake Count}', May 17, 1832, and is of Flnglish

descent. His grandfather, Patrick Garrett, spent

his entire life on the Isle of Man, where Thomas

Garrett, his father, was born and reared. He mar-

ried Margaret Kewish, and she and iier parents,

Charles and Ann (McKnight) Kewish, were also

natives of the Isle of Man. After their marriage,

they emigrated to America, in 1827, sailing from

Liverpool to New York, where they arrived after

a voyage of nine weeks and three days. Mr. Gar-

rett went directly to Ohio, but soon returned to

Buffalo, N. Y., where he spent a year. He then

again went to the Buckeye State, and jjurehased

thirty acres of timber land at $16 per acre, upon
which he built a log cabin, making it his iiome

until 1838. At that time he came to Illinois. He
found Rockford to be a mere hamlet in the midst

of a sparsely settled country, most of the land

being owned by the Government. He opened the

first shoe shop in Rockford, and there followed his

trade for two years, when he pureliased the farm

on which our subject now resides, and built a frame

house, 18x24 feet, the family becoming its occu-

pants in the spring of that year. He followed his

trade, while his sons operated the farm, upon which

he resided until his death, which occurred in June,

1873, at the age of seventy-eight years. His wife

had passed away in February previous, when sixty-

six }ears of age. In their family were six sons:

William, John, Robert, Thomas and Benjamin, all

residing in this county, and Charles, who died in

Salt Lake City, in 1891.

Robert Garrett has resided in Illinois since he

was a lad of six summers, and amid the wild

scenes of frontier life w.as reared to manhood.

After attaining his majority, he learned the trade

of a carpenter and builder, and carried on that

business until 188G, since which time he has lived

a retired life. In 1863, he purchased a farm on

section 15, Guilford Township, and it has since

been his home. He now owns a well-improved

farm, and is enjoying the rest which he has so

truly earned and richly deserves.

Mr. Garrett was united in marriage, in 1862,

with Dalla Hayes, who was born in this township,

and is a daughter of Samuel Baker Hayes, one of

the pioneer settlers of Winnebago Count}'. He

was born in Connecticut, whence he removed to

the Province of Ontario, Canada, residing for a

number of years near St. Thomas. He then emi-

grated to Illinois in the fall of 1838, and bought

a "squatter's" claim, consisting of a tract of Gov-

ernment land on section 17, Guilford Township.

When the laud came into market, he purchased his

farm at 11.25 per acre. The log cabin which he

there erected was the birthpl.ace of Mrs. Garrett.

Upon his farm Mr. Hayes resided until his death.

He was three times married, his second wife being
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the mother of Mrs. Garrett. Her maiden name

was Catherine Govro. She was born in Canada,

and was of French descent.

Two sons were born unto our subject and liis

wife: Dexter, the elder, married Louisa Haley, and

they have one daugiiter, Maud; Lincoln wedded

Alice Wilmot, and they have one child, Vera. The

Garrett famil}- is one widely .and favorably known

in this community. Mi', (iarrctt is a self-made

man, who by his own efforts lias steadily worked

his way upward and .acquired a handsome compe-

tence that now enables him to live a I'etired life.

His sterling worth and strict integrity liave won

him Ingh esteem.

~4.A .J.AVf^M^?' .}.4* "J*

E\l L. CHANDLER was born in Chester,

Novemiier 1, 1810, the son cif Thomas

Isena Chandler, and was tine of seven

children included in the family circle. His mar-

riage, which occurred .Tune 24, 1869, united him

with Miss Phebe A. Sheldon, who was born in Me-

dina County, Ohio, August 13, 1821, the daughter,

of David and Anna Sheldon. For further parti-

culars in regard to her family history, the reader

is referred to the sketch of Ira .1. Sheldon, found

elsewhere in this volume.

Mr. and Mrs. Chandler make their home in a

pretty residence in the village of Peeatonica, and

are highly esteemed In' the people of that com-

munity. Mrs. Chandlei', in her religious convic-

tions, is identified with the Methodist Episcopal

Church, of which she is an active anil faithful

member.

jl[#ENYON REYNOLDS is now living retired

'Sf?^ at his pleasant home. No. 309 North Main
i4\^ Street, liockford, surrounded by all the

comforts of life. Coming here in .Jannarj',

18G5, in order to secure good educational advan-

tages for his children, he has since made the city

his home, and is identilied with many of its inter-

ests. Prior to locating here, he resided in Randall

Township, Kenosha County, Wis., where he had

settled on Government land and improved a fine

farm. Later, he sold the place, and purchasing an-

other farm, improved a splendid estate of nearly

five hundred acres, which is now the property of

his eldest son.

In his native place, Washington County, N. Y.,

Mr. KejMiolds was reared to manhood. His father,

.John, .and his grandfather, Oliver Reynolds, were

both natives of Rhode Island and farmers by oc-

cupation. Grandfather Reynolds, accompanied by

his family, removed at .an e.arly day to Washing-

ton Count}', N. Y., settling in Easton' Township,

where he cleared a farm from the thick forest

growths. His death occurred when he was forty

years of .age, but his wife attained to a good old

.age. .John Re3'nolds was a successful farmer and

followed that occupation in Washington County,

where he died in .July, 18(54, .aged seventh-two

years. His wife preceded him in death about six

inoiiths. She was a faithful member of the Baptist

Church, while he w.as a (^u.aker and reared in the

Friends' Church.

The subject of this sketch was the fourth in a

family' of twelve children, seven of whom still siu'-

vive. After coming to AVisconsin, Mr. Reynolds

met and married Miss Anna E. McCommings, who
w.as born and reared in Erie, Pa. Her father, N.a-

than McCommings, was born in Scotland, whence

he emigrated to America with his p.arents and set-

tled in Erie Couut}^ Pa. There he w.as married to

Miss Mfirj' Dewey, whose brother was the first

white child born in Erie County. After marriage,

Nathan McCommings and his wife settled in Erie

County, where his death occurred at the age of

about fort3'^-five years. His wife afterward came

to AVisconsin and died at the home of Mrs. Reynolds

when fifty-nine \'ears old.

Mrs. Reynolds is one of twelve children, ten of

whom attained to mature years. She is a true

friend, kind neighlior, and is ever ready to extend a

helping hand to those in need or trouble. Mr. and

Mr.s. Reynolds became the parents of four children,

two of whom survive. Sarah died when tvvent}'

years old and .another child died 3'onng. .John

Floyd, who owns and operates the Wisconsin

homestead, married C'arrie M. Slade, and they have
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three children: Floyd, Anna and Clarence. The

other son, Clarence, is a successful liveryman on

Thirty-third Street, Chicago. His wife, whose

maiden name was Kate Fellows, died leaving one

child, Kenyon. In political matters, Mr. Reynolds

is a Republican, true to the principles of that

party. He and his wife are attendants at the

Christian Union Church, of which they are promi-

nent members.

p^ AMUEL C. WESTERLINC;. Rockford is a

^^^ well-known musical center, .and among its

)j! inhabitants are to be found many whose

t.nstes are correct and refined. There i^i

therefore, a templing field here for the musical mer-

cii.ant whose stock bears the stamp of merit, and

whose reputation as an authority cannot be ques-

tioned. In Rockford there are several prominent

dealers in musical instruments, but foremost among
them is Mr. Samuel C. Westerling, who, in addition

to a large line of musical instruments, pianos, or-

gans, etc., as fine as are manufactured in the United

States, he handles a large line of sewing m.aehines

—a dozen different kinds.

This nourishing business is located at No. 42!l

West State Street, and he has constantly on hand

a full line of the best instruments. The excellence

of his stock has long since secured for him a name

second to none. Mr. Westerling began business

here in 1877, and he has a very extensive trade,

which he has built up entirely himself, and his ca-

reer affords an excellent example of what pluck

and energ}' can accomplish under adverse circum-

stances and against keen competition. He came

to tliis city from Freeport, 111., where he had been

in the same business for three years, and previous

to that he had carried on the same business for nine

years in Toledo, Ohio. He is a man of experience

in this line of business, having sold his first ma-

chine on the 5th of June, 1852. He had adjusted

the twenty-fifth sewing machine sent out by the

old firm of Wheeler it Wilson, and what he does

not know about sewing machines is not worth

knowing. Almost his entire life has been devoted

to tills business. He was the chief promoter of

the Royal Sewing Machine Company, of Rock-
ford, and an ex-Director and stock-holder in the

same. Although he liegan at the bottom of the

ladder in his business, filling all the different posi-

tions from ortice-boj- to manager, special agent jind

dealer, he has now reached the topmost round and
is now in a position to enjoy life.

Our subject is another of the many prominenl

citizens of Rockford who are of foreign birth, and,

like the majority of them, he claims Sweden as

his native country. He was born in Wester Goth-

land Province, but came to the United States when
a small boy, and was reared in Chautauqua County,

N. Y. His people left Gottenburg, Sweden, in the

'40s, crossed the ocean in a three-m.ast vessel,

aud made the port of Boston after a number of

weeks on the ocean. He was married in Ohio to

Miss Anna E. Coder, who was born, reared and ed-

ucated in the Buckeye State. Her parents came

originally from Pennsylvania, and her mother is

still living aud a resident of Toledo, Ohio. Mr.

Westerling is a Republican in his political views,

and he and wife, although they attend church reg-

ularly, are not members. They have no children.

The original of this sketch takes great pride in

the fact that he never had a lawsuit in business,

being able to make satisfactory settlement without,

and that he never had to discount a dt)llar.

-^ -^=^)>'^^<^=^=-^-

^'EORGE CLINTON IIUTCHINS resides on

-, section 9, Harlem Township. There is

1 probably no other resident of Winnebago

County who has lived so long within its borders

as our subject, and this work would be incomplete

without his sketch. He was born in Chautauqua

County, N. Y., March 20, 1833, and is a son of

Nathan and Lavina (Olmstead) Hutchins, the

former a native of Otsego County, N. Y., and the

latter of Massachusetts. His father was reared to

manhood upon a farm, and removed to Chautauqua

County when a young man, becoming one of its

pioneer settlers. Buying a tract of timber land

from the Holland Purchase, he cleared and devel-

oped it, making a good farm, upon which he re-

sided until 1833. In that year, he made a visit to
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Illinois, and while here located a claim of (xovern-

nient land in Will Count}'. He had made the jour-

nej' on foot and in the same way returned to New
York. The succeeding j'ear, he came with his fam-

ily to the new home which he had provided and

there he continued to reside until 1838, when he

came to Winnebago County, locating in Harlem

Township. He purchased a tract of Government

land and entered it at the land oflice in Galena

and soon the work of development and improve-

ment began. All of the experiences and trials

of frontier life were experienced by himself and

family. The}- used to pound corn and wheat in a

mortar and thus secure flour, as there were no near

mills or markets. Their grain had to be hauled to

Chicago, and there their supplies were obtained.

The death of Mr. Hutchins occurred on the old

homestead in 1876, at the age of eight3'-one years.

He had made of his land a good farm and had ac-

quired a considerable competence. His wife also

spent her last days on the old liomestead and was

called to her final rest in 1874. In their family

were fViiir rliildren: Henry, Erastus, Tieorge and

Mary.

It was during the infancy of our subject that

his parents came to Illinois and he was reared

among tlie wild scenes of frontier life. At first

there was no schot>ls, for the settlers were widely

scattered and many could not afford the expense

of hiring a teacher. Mr. Hutchins attended the

first school held in the neighborhood; one-half of

a double log house was used as a place of meeting,

the other portion of the building being occupied

by a famll3^ The seats were made of slabs, with

wooden pins for legs, and similar wooden pins in-

serted in the wall with boards laid upon them

served as desks for the larger scholars to write

upon. As soon as he was old enough, he began

aiding iiis fatlier in the Labors of the farm, and has

often hauled the farm products all the wa}' to Chi-

cago. He lias made agricultural pursuits his life

work. He resided with his parents throughout

their entire lives, caring for them in their old age,

and now owns and occupies the old homestead

farm, upon which he has lived since his infancy.

On .Tuly 11, 1859, Mr. Hutchins was joined in

wedlock with Marv Stecn. who was burn near

Montreal, Canada, and is a daughter of James and

Mary Ann Steen. Their union has been blessed

with five children, four sons and a daughter:

Byron J., Herbert G., Minnie and Harry, and Mark,

deceased. The parents are both members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and their lives have

been in harmony with their professions. In poli-

ties, Mr. Hutchins is a stalwart Republican. These

worthy people have a very wide acquaintance

throughout the community where they have so

long made their home, and are held in the liighest

regard for their sterlina: worth.

-^^^^l rH:@H j^ « ^

Vl? OVEJOY C. HALL, one of the leading

I (^ business men of New Milford, who is en-

/!'—^^, gaged in general merchandising, has spent

his entire life in this locality. He was born in New
Milford Township, Winnebago County, October

28, 1852, and is a son of Thomas and Anna (Hun-

ter) Hall, both of whom were natives of the Emer-

ald Isle. In that land they were married, and about

1842 emigrated to America, sailing from Liver-

pool to Canada, whence they came to Illinois.

Our subject spent his childhood days under the

parental roof, and at the age of fifteen began earn-

ing his own livelihood. Farming has been his

principal occupation, but in 1889 he bought an

interest in a New Milford store, and about the same

time was appointed Postmaster by President Har-

rison.

On March 20, 1874, Mr. Hall was joined in wed-

lock to Miss Emma Seek, of New Milford, daughter

of John and Eliza (Montgomery) Seek, who emi-

grated to Illinois from the East about 1857 and

settled upon a farm on section 29, New Milford

Township. The young couple began their domes-

tic life upon a farm of one hundred acres, a part

of which was the wife's property, while sixty acres

were purchased bj' Mr. Hall. He erected upon it

a good residence, commodious barns, put the entire

farm under a high state of cultivation, set out

evergreen and other ornamental trees, planted a

nice orchard and made a pleasant home and a

valuable and desirable farm. He there engaged in

general farininn' and stock-raising until his removal
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to the village, when he rented his farm and in

partnership with Charles A. Chase bought out the

general merchandise establishment of W. H.

(iardner. In connection with their dealings in

this line, they also handle farm implements, and

sold twenty McCormick harvesters and ten mowers

last season. Their trade in both branches of in-

dustr3' is constantly increasing and their liberal

patronage is certainly well deserved. Mr. Hall is

an enterprising and industrious business man and

by careful attention to all the details of his liusi-

ness has won a well-merited success.

Our subject and his wife have one son and two

daughters: Maud A., who was born November 25,

1876, is now attending the High School and

also stud3'ing music; Inez, born October 23, 1880;

and Eugene, born April 1, 1889. The parents rank

high in social circles and the'ir home is the abode

of hospitality. Thej' have a wide circle of friends

and acquaintances in this communit^^, and it is

with pleasure that we jn-escnt their sketch to our

readers.

^y^^ DWIN A. COVEY, a retired farmer resid-

lU] ing in Belvidere, is one of the oldest na-

if-
—-

'̂ tive-born citizens of this conn t3'. He was

born in Boone Township, Maj- 29, 1843. His

grandfather, Theodore Cove^', was a native of

New Hampshire, and the father, Stephen Cove}',

was born in Chester, Rockingham County-, N. H.,

November 5, 1801. When young, he accompanied

his parents to Vermont, and in earl}' manhood re-

moved to St. Lawrence Count}', N. Y., becoming

one of the pioneer settlers of that region. He

engaged in cutting timber, which was burned, and

from the ashes was extracted potash, or black

salts, as it was called. He removed from there to

Cl)autau(jua Count}', settling near Mayville, where

he engaged in the manufacture of shingles until

1839, when, with his family, he came to Boone

County and spent the winter in Belvidere. He
then rented a farm east of the town for one year,

after which he purchased a tract of land near

Poplar Grove. Upon it was a log house, and a

few acres of land had been broken. He lived

upon that farm until 1850, and afterwards bought

and sold several farms. He was a resident of this

county until his death, which occurred in Caledo-

nia Township, August 21, 1885. His wife was in

her maidenhood Miss Susan .Tenner. She was

born in Moriah, Essex County, N. Y., July 4, 1810,

and is a daughter of Stephen and Betsy (Mather)

Jenner. She was called to her final rest in August,

1882.

The first school which our subject attended was

taught in a log house three miles from iiis home.

At an early age, he commenced to assist his father

in the labors of the farm, and remained with liis

parents until their deaths. He commenced farm-

ing for himself at the time of his marriage, and

the farm upon which the young couple began their

domestic life continued to be their home until

1890, when they came to Belvidere and liuilt the

home they now occupy.

On the 12th of September, 18G2, Mr. Covey

married Elizabeth J. Dimond. who w.as liorn in

Brantford, Ontario, Canada, and is a daughter of

Richard and Sarah (Luxton) Dimond. The father

was born in the parish of Rexford, Devonshire, Eng-

land, where .lames Dimond, the grandfather, spent

his entire life. Richard learned the trade of a mason,

which he followed in England until after his mar-

riage to Miss Luxton, who was born in the same

locality as her husband, and was a daughter of

Hugh and Mary Luxton. After their marriage,

they emigrated to Prince Edward Island, and four

years later became residents of Brantford, Province

of Ontario, where Mr. Dimond bought a tract of

timber land, cleared a farm, and erected a good set

of frame buildings. He there made his home un-

til 1850, when, with his family, he came to Boone

County and purch.ased a partially improved farm

in Caledonia Township. His first home was a log

cabin, but it was afterwards replaced by a stone

residence. Mr. Dimond did all the work of build-

ing the house himself, even quarried the stone and

burned the lime. His death occurred at the old

homestead, July 27, 1886. His wife passed away

in 1863. They had a family of five children:

Mary A., Thirza, Josiah, Stephen and Elizabeth J.

Four children grace the union of Mr. and Mrs.

Covey: Fred, Frank R., Ira J. and Arthur A.
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Fred marriecl Blanche Wheeler and has one child,

Louis Stephen. The Covey household is the abode

of hospitality, and its members rank high in social

circles. Mr. Cove}' cast his lirst Presidential vote

for Abraham Lincoln, and has since been a stanch

supporter of the Republican party. He has led a

busy and useful life, and as the result of his indus-

try, perseverance and good management, is now
enabled to spend his declining days in retirement

from lalior, enjoying the fruits of his former toil.

^^EOKGE MANSON. This gentleman, al-

ilf ^i> '^^''"'^'S''
'^till a young man, has a fine repu-

^^1) tation as a member of the agricultural com-

munity, and a citizen of whose worth no one is in

doubt. He is a native of Winnebago County,

having been born in Shirland, November 16, 1850.

He is at present residing on an excellent estate in

Shirland Township, his father, Nicholas Manson,

who was born in Canada in IHl 1, making his home

with him.

The father of our subject brought his wife and

family of two children overland to this county in

1840, landing in Shirland after a voyage of six

weeks. His wife, Caroline Holden, was born in

St. Lawrence County, N. Y., in 1809, and after

having borne her husband three children, departed

this life in 1847. The lady whom he afterward

chose for his wife was Eliza Eddy, of Troy, N. Y,,

and to them were born three children : Nicholas E.

and James E. (twins), and George, our subject.

The wife and mother passed to the world beyond,

September 31, 1890, in her seventy-seventh year.

The father of our subject remained at home un-

til attaining his twenty-fourth j'ear, and when

starting out in life, was possessed of a strong de-

termination to gain a handsome competency. In

addition to his splendid farm, he is the owner of a

home in Shirland. He has been a life-long Repub-

litan, which is also the political faith of our sub-

ject, and is numbered among the leading citizens

of Shirland Township. On locating in this county,

he purchased fortj' acres of Government land, on

which he placed a good hewed log house, and added

from time to time to his estate, until in 1881 lie

was the possessor of two hundred and forty broad

acres, valued at ^25 per acre. His father, the

grandfather of our subject, bore the name of James

jNIanson, and was a native of Connecticut. He met

his death bj- a run-away team when a young man.

The original of this sketch was married in Be-

loit. Wis., in 1874, to Miss Nettie J., daughter of

Franklin S. and Elizabeth (Shrake) Hendee. Her

father, who was a native of Goshen County, Vt.,

is now engaged in operating a farm in Wisconsin.

The mother was born in Dresden County, Ohio.

Mv. and Mrs. Manson have become the parents of

four children, one of whom, an infant son, died

unnamed. IMattie Belle was born January 28, 1876;

Alma May, May 14, 1887, and George Noble, De-

cember 2, 1890.

Mrs. Manson 's father, F. S. Ilendee, isone of the

extensive farmers of Rock County, AVis., owning

three hundred acres there, besides a farm in Brule

Count}-, S. Dak. He came West in 1847, when
seventeen years of age, and has built up a fine rep-

utation as a man of push and enterprise. He lias

become the father of twelve children, one of whom
is deceased.

ENRY LOVESEE. In the city of Berkshire,

England, our subject was born in March,

1830, and his father, William Lovesee, and

•jj his grandfather, William Lovesee, Sr., were

natives of that country also. Both father and

grandfather were weavers by trade, the latter hav-

ing his own loom in his house, but during his last

da3'S he was a farrier, or stock doctor. He was

still vigorous and active when our subject left Eng-

land with his parents in 1835, and could relate

many interesting experiences and anecdotes. Our
suljject remembers hearing him tell about how he

went to Newgate to witness the hanging of nine

men for sheep stealing, that being the penalty in

those days.

William Lovesee, Jr., followed his trade in a

factory, manufacturing sail cloth, ropes, etc., but

when steam was first introduced, he, with about

three hundred other employes, was thrown out of

work. He, being the eldest son born to his parents,
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inherited all his father's land, only about twenty

acres, valued at about 130 per acre, and he sold

his birthright in order to come to America. His

father would not consent to' his disposing of his

property and coming to the United States unless he

would consent to take with him his uncle John,

who was a sailor, and the latter's famil}'. This

company numbered fourteen and thej' embarked

from St. Catherine's Dock, London, on the '"Cam-

brill," in the fall of 1835, reaching Pittsford, Mon-
roe Countj', N. Y., late in November. The parish

in which they lived in England fitted this company

out for their adventurous trip, and when they

lauded in this country their means were limited to

fifty cents. However, they had come here to

stay and for some time the^' lived in an old shop,

so open to the weather that our subject can re-

member seeing the stars shining through the roof.

This little company remained in the Empire State

about four 3'ears.

Henry Lovesee, at the youthful age of nine

years, was obliged to begin the battle of life for

himself, and being possessed of a wonderful

amount of pluck for a little fellow, he began as a

driver of horses on the Erie Canal and continued

this for about one year. In the fall of 1837, he came

by way of the Lakes to Chicago, where his brother

John, who had located two 3fears previously in

the State of Illinois, met him with a horse and

wagon. There were no bridges then between

Chicago and Roscoe, III., where the brother lived,

and they followed the Atkinson Trail, then the

only white man's trail. They swam the Fox River

near Dundee anil after landing in Winnebago

County, our subject went to work on a farm and

followed this with teaming until twenty-five years

of age.

Our subject selected his wife in the person of

Miss Matilda Dodge, a native of Ohio, and the

daughter of Almeron and Sally (Baldwin) Dodge,

the parents were natives of the Buckeye State, but

earl3' settlers of Roscoe, 111., coming here in the

'40s. Mr. and Mrs. Lovesee commenced house-

keeping in section 34, on thirty-two acres of land

that he had bought with his earnings, havmg
worked six years for Benjamin Richardson. His

first wife died leaving one daughter, Ellen, who

died when twelve years of age. Mr. Lovesee 's

second wife was Amanda Dodge, a sister of his

llrst wife; she lived but aliout four 3'ears, leav-

ing at her deatli one smi, Francis, who grew up,

married, and died when twenty-nine years of age.

Mr. Lovesee's present wife, whose maiden name
was Amelia Lloyd, was a native of England and

came with her parents, Thomas .and Charlotte

(Kemp) Lloyd, to this countr3' when but six years

of age. Our subject's last union resulted in the

birth of four children, two of whom, a son and
daughter, died in infanc3'. The two children liv-

ing are Ellen, now Mrs. Thomas Lovesee, her hus-

band beingadistant relative, residing in Wisconsin,

and Giles Henry, who is now fifteen years of age

and is attending the school at home.

Agricultural pursuits have been our subject's

occupation in life and in this he has been fairly

successful. He added sixty .acres to his tiriginal

tract, and, as time passed b3', he bought other

tracts, seven different farms in all. About sixteen

3-ears ago, he felt the need of rest after the years

of hard labor he had p.assed through, and retired,

having done very little since then except to collect

his interest. His vote is generally cast with the

Republican party, but he is not such a strict parti-

san but what he can vote for good men on the

other side. He is not a member of any church,

but generally attends the Methodist. Upright and

honorable in all his relations, Mr. Lovesee is one

of the county's best citizens.

'S^PHRAIM WYMAN. The gentleman of

iW] whom it is our i)leasure and privilege to

ji'—

^

here attempt a short sketch is the oldest

living resident in point of settlement in Rockford,

having come here September 20, 1835. He has

witnessed with interest the gradual evolution of

this section from its original wildness to its pres-

ent prosperous condition of beautiful farms and

thriving villages.

The original of this sketch was born in Lancas-

ter, AVorcester County, Mass., June 2C, 180S). His

father, Deacon Benjamin Wyman, was born on
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the same farm as was his son, while his father,

Nathaniel W^'man, hailed from Wotnirn, Middle-

sex County, Mass. The ancestors of our suliject

were P!Inglish, and emigrated to America in Col-

onial times, settling in what was then West Cam-

bridge, but is now AVoburn. The grandfather of

our subject was a farmer by occupation and de-

parted this life in Lancaster.

Benjamin AV3man was jeared on the home

farm and received such advantages in an educa-

tional way as the district schools of his locality

afforded. He spent his entire life on the farm

where lie was born. He was very prominent in

church circles and was Deacon in the Unitarian

Church at Lancaster. The maiden name of his

wife was Lucretia Fair, who was born in Lancas-

ter. Ephraim Wyman assisted his father in car-

rying on the home farm and attended school in

his district. He remained under the parental

roof until attaining his fifteenth year, at which

time he went to Keene, N. H., where he served

an apprenticeship at the baker's trade. Having

become master of that art, he engaged in that line

of business in Keene until .Tune 11, 1835.

Desiring to know something more of the West-

ern country, Mr. Wyman emigrated to the Prai-

rie State via stage to Albany, where he boarded

a train which conveyed him to Schenectadj^ N. Y.,

whence he traveled by canal to Utica, from there

by stage to Buffalo, by lake to Detroit and b}-

stage to Chicago. In that city, he engaged to

work at $1.25 per day, assisting to stake out lots

three miles south of the Court House. He later

assisted in laying out the road leading from Ft.

Dearborn to Ft. Howard, Wis., being thus engaged

until September, 1835. At that time, he pur-

chased a horse and saddle in the Garden Citv

and started for Midway, as Rockford was then

called. When locating in this now prominent

city, there were but six families in the vicinity,

three on either side of the river. He continued

to make this place his home, aiding in its devel-

opment, until 1850. a jiart of the time being en-

gaged in operating a bakery and boarding-house.

At the above-named date, Mr. W3'man started

for the Golden State, where he remained for three

j'ears. Returning to Winnebago County, he again

resided in Rockford for two years, after which

time he spent three 3ears in his old home in Lan-

caster, Mass. Mr. AVj-man has been a continuous

resident in Rockford with the exception of the few

years above recounted since 1835, and can thus

relate many an interesting tale of life in the

thinly-settled country.

In 1853, the original of this sketch was united in

marriage in Lancaster, Mass., to Carolina Pearce.

Mrs. Wyman was born in Waltham, Mass., and was

the daughter of William and Mary (Ilager) Pearce.

In religious matters, our subject and his wife are

members of the Unitarian Church, to the support

of which denomination they are liberal contribu-

tors. Mr. AV.yman has always voted the Repub-

lican ticket, believing that party to be in the

right. He has been a hard and steady worker all

his life, commencing with his bare hands at a

tender age, and the ground work of his success

lay in his practice of economy and thrift.

AVID ATAVGOD. After years of well.

) directed efforts as one of the farmers of

{^^^ AVinnebago County, this gentleman has

retired in affluence to the enjoyment of a

comfortable home and the society of manv friends

in the city of Rockford. He is one of the pioneers

of the county and was born in Bliddlefield, Berk-

shire Count}', Mass., .Tune 11, 1824. His father,

Phincas Atwood, was a native of Great Barrington,

that State, and followed the trade of a blacksmith

in connection with farming. He was a local Meth-

odist preacher in Middletield and AA''ashington.

The grandfather of our subject, Hezekiah At-

wood, was, as far as is known, born in Berkshire

County, Mass. In 1842, he removed to Lewis

County, N. Y., and, in 1845, came to Winne-

bago County, making his home for a twelvemonth

in New Milford, and then became the proprietor of

an estate in the town of Harlem, where his death

occurred in his eighty-fifth year. His wife prior

to her marriage was known as Huldah llascall, a

native of Peru, Mass., and the daughter of Roger

and Mary (Webster) Hascall. Iler decease oc-

curred on the home farm in Harlem at the ad-
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vanced age of ninety-four. The father of our

subject served in the War of 1812, and with his

wife was an .active and consistent nieniher of the

Methodist Episcopal Church.

The following ten children were included in the

parental household: Phine.as, Harriet N.,Mai'.V W.,

Patience, David, Louisa, Jonathan, llezekiah, Brad-

ley S. and vSj'lvester. Our subject was given a

good education and accompanied his p.arents on

their removal to Lewis County, N. Y., and from

there to Illinois in 1845, making the journey by

way of the Lakes to Chicago, thence overland in a

stage to Rockford. At that time Winnebago County

was sparsely settled, and, as most of the land was

still owned bj' the Government, ho commenced life

here working out on farms by the month. Two
years later, however, he purchased a tract of wild

prairie land in Harlem Township, for which he

paid 17 per acre. Cutting the timber on his farm,

he drew the logs vo Spafford & Gregory's Mill, at

Rockford, and with the lumber made from them

erected a frame house, 18x24 feet in dimensions, and

a story and a half high. In that dwelling, he and

his wife commenced housekeeping, moving in be-

fore there weie either doors or windows provided,

and which, when completed, was the most preten-

tious house in the neighborhood. Mr. Atwood
hauled his corn to Beloit, twelve miles distant,

which he marketed at twenty cents a bushel, and

in this way made the mone}' to pay for his farm.

He was very successful and continued activelj' en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits until 1888, when he

left his sons in charge of the place and removed

to Rockford, where he and his wife now live re-

tired from active labor.

The lady to whom Mr. Atwood was married,

November 15, 1848, was Miss Elizabeth Crill, a

native of Starks, Herkimer County, N. Y., and the

daughter of James Crill, who hailed from that

county. His father, the grandfather of Mrs. At-

wood, bore the name of Thomas and was born in

Germany, coming to America as a soldier with

Burgojne, during the Revolutionary War. He was

taken prisoner by the Colonists, with whom he was

in sympathy, and later, taking the oath of allegiance,

became a true and loyal citizen. Thomas Crill lo-

cated in Herkimer County, where his death oc-

curred. The father of Mrs. Atwood was married

in his native county, and in 1844 accompanied by

his wife and nine of his ten ciiildren emigrated to

Illinois, spending a few montlis in New Milford.

He tiien went to Ogle County and purch.ased land

in what is now Monroe Township, where he resided

until his decease. He was a man of excellent

judgment and was very successful in all his ven-

tures, owning at the time of his decease upward of

two thousand acres of land. In addition to super-

intending the cultivation of his various farms, he

was engaged quite extensively in money loaning.

The mother of ]\Irs. Atwood bore the maiden

name of Susan Givets, a native of Herkimer

County, whose decease occurred on the home farm

in Ogle County. Two brothers of Mrs. Atwood,

Isaac and John, now own fifteen hundred acres of

the old homestead. Another brother. Nelson, was

an early settler of Concordia, Cloud Count}-, Kan.,

where he was the proprietor of an hotel for a

number of years and at present is residing on his

tract of one thous.and acres near Concordia. Mr.

and Mrs. Atwood have two sons, James M. and

Charles D. The former is the husband of Lillie

Tuttle and has three children, Jennie, Calla and

Harry D. Charles married Emma Shaul. They

were married in Amsterdam, N. Y., in 1888. Mrs.

Atwood is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, in which body she is an active and enthu-

siastic worker.

HAUNCY B. WILMOT. A prominent citi-

zen of Rockton Township, Winnebago

County, he whose name is at the head of

this sketch has the interest of the community at

heart and takes pride in everything that shall

redound to the honor of the people with whom his

lot is cast. His birth occurred in Oneida County,

N. Y., September 7, 1836, his parents being Luther

and Caroline (Broddock) Wilniot, also natives of

the Empire State, the father being born in 1800.

Ebenezer Wilmot, the grandfather of our sub-

ject, was a wealthy agriculturist, who was born in

Greenbusli, N. Y., and died in his fifty-seventh

j-ear in Oneida County, that State. His wife bore
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the name of Clarissa Rowley aud became the mo-

ther of three children: Johanna, Luther R. and

Adeline. Johanna, who married Lorenzo White, is

now deceased, and Adeline, Mrs. Levi Merrill, died

in Orleans County, N. Y., in middle life, leaving

two sons: Gilford D. and Milton. Mr. Merrill was

a volunteer soldier during the late war and died

of fever while in the service.

The mother of our subject was the daughter of

Nicholas and Eva (Campbell) Broddock, natives

of Eastern New York, where they were well-to-do

farmers in Oneida County and reared a family of

six children: Julia, Chauncy B., William, Emily,

Adeline and Josephine. William died in Oneida

County, N. Y., in 1882; he had previously come to

Rockton and in company with our subject carried

on a farm. Lutiier R. AVilmot departed this life

when seventy-three years of age in New York, and

his wife, who still survives him, is in her seventj'-

ninth year and makes her home with her daughter

Josephine near Oneida L.ake.

The original of this sketch was trained in farm-

ing pursuits, and in the winter of 1862 came West,

and for one season was engaged in farming in Wis-

consin, soon after which he came to Winnebago

County and operated a farm in company with his

brother William. His marriage with Miss Amelia

Keeney occurred in the spring of 1867. She died

leaving a son, Lewis L., and an infant of four

months.

The lady whom our subject chose as his second

wife was Miss Fannie Darrow, of Oneida Count}',

N. Y.; she departed this life within four years after

her marriage. The present wife of Mv. Wilmot, to

whom he was married in March, 1885, was Mrs.

Cordelia A. Southworth, nee Baker. Her father,

George Baker, was a native of New England and

died at an advanced age, in Erie County, leaving

a widow and four children. Mrs. Wilmot, bv her

first union, is the mother of two children: Merton

R., now residing in Mayesville, Ark., and Frank

E., a farmer in Shirland Township, Winnebago
Count}'.

He of whom we write purchased his present farm

of two hundred acres in 1867, for which he paid

$16 per acre. He later added forty acres more,

which cost him $27 per acre, all of which is under

cultivation with the exception of seven or eight

acres of excellent timber land. In the summer of

1890, he erected his fine large farm house, which

cost $2,000, and numerous substantial and neat

outbuildings stamp its owner as a man of push

and enterprise, with means to carry out whatever

he undertakes. He is thoroughly honest in all his

dealings and has been the architect of his own for-

tune, as he came to the count}' poor in this world's

goods. He keeps a number of milch cows on his

place, and he disposes of the milk at the Coon
Creek Cheese Factory, of which organization he is

a stockholder and Director. The factory, whfch has

been in oi)eration only two years, has won a re-

putation for turning out the best quality of cheese,

and its originators have already found it be a pay-

ing investment.

Mv. Wilmot has been chosen to fill various local

positions and for several years was Commissicmer

of Highways. Although inclining toward Demo-
cratic principles, he casts his vote for the best man
regardless of party. With his wife, he is a mem-
ber in good standing of the Methodist Episcopal

Church and his personal life is an example of up-

rightness and straightforward, simple honor. He
is blessed with a good constitution and is still very

active, although the hard labor on the farm is car-

ried on by his son.

^t^ UDLEY LYFORD Es(j., more familiarly

known in Winnebago County and North-

ern Illinois as"Dud" Lyford,is one of the

most jovial and genial Granger Republi-

cans in the State. lie was originally from the

Granite State, born in Canterbury, November 6,

1835, and the son of Thomas and Eliza B. (Greele})

Lyford, both typical New Englanders, the 'father

born on the 14tli of February, 1807, and the

mother on the 8lh of July, 1809, on the old

Greeley Farm in Gilmanton Township, thirteen

miles from Concord, N. H. They were married

in their native State and there the father fol-

lowed his trade, stone cutting, in connection with

farming until his eldest child, our subject, was
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seven years of age, when tbej sold the liome there

and emigrated to Roscoe Township 111., arriv-

ing here in October, 1842. They came liy land

with teams, except from Buffalo, N. Y., to In-

diana, and settled where Mr. Lyford now lives

on part of his present farm, buying out the claim

of one Dudley Greeley, who had come here from

the East six years previously. Here Mr. and Mrs.

Lyford resided and reared their seven children,

viz: Dudley, Elizabeth,.Joseph G., Alice H., Thomas,

Anna A. and Charles C, all of whom now sur-

vive, with the exception of Thomas, who died in

1863, when fourteen years of age. The father was

killed by a threshing-machine en the 13th of

December, 1858, when fifty-three years of age.

His wife survived him until June, 1874, and died

when seventy years of age. They were honest,

upright citizens, and gave their hearty support to

all enterprises of a laudable nature.

Dudley Lyford was married in Rockton, April,

1862, to Miss Emma Harley, daughter of Thomas

and Elizabeth (Ancott) Harle}^, both natives of

England. The parents came to this country when

their eldest cliild, Frederick Ilarlej', was an infant,

and resided in New York City for some time,

where the father followed the cabinet-maker's trade.

Later they moved from the Empire State to Spar-

tanburg, S. C, and still later, in 1847, to Rockton,

III., making the entire journey by land with a

horse. They started in the early spring and six

weeks later reached Beloit, where the father fol-

lowed his trade and also began dealing in furniture

there. In 1836, he went to South America with

a cargo of furniture and on the return trip en-

countered a heavy storm at sea and barely escaped

with his life. He died at Rockton in the spring

of 18.56, when seventy-four years of age, leaving

his widow and eight children. The mother re-

ceived her final summons on the 1st of January,

1874. Of their children the following are now
living: Elizabeth, now Mrs. John Ilarle}', of Kan-

sas; Benjamim M. Harley, in Kansas; William

Harley, a farmer of Sliirland, this countj'.

Mr. and Mrs. Lyford 's union was blessed Ijy the

birth of a large family of children, four, three

sons and one daughter, being deceased. Tliose

living are: Helen (Nellie), Anna E., Marie, Kate,

59

Thomas W., Dudley, Custer C, and Emma A., the

youngest now twelve years of age. Mr. and Mrs.

Lyford are giving their children every advantage

for ail education, for the former realizes what it is

to be deprived of early advantages. His wife is

well educated and was a scliool teacher prior to

her marriage. Mr. L3-ft>rd's first farm was two

hundred acres, part of the old homestead, and to

this he has added until he has about twelve

hundred acres, a large and commodious residence,

and ample barns and outbuildings. In connec-

tion with farming, he is quite extensively en-

gaged in stock-raising, feeding cattle for the mar-

ket. He also raises some blooded stock in sheep,

cattle, hogs and horses, and in cattle he likes

the Durham stock very much. Our subject takes

much interest in elections and is one of the lead-

ing spirits in the Republican ranks of the country.

He has held no office, but has assisted his part}' in

every way and is a member of the Central Repub-

lican Committee of the township. Mr. Lyford has

resided on his farm for forty-nine years, and if a

sunny, genial disposition has anything to do with

longevity, he will live there forty-nine years longer.

ANIEL AVITTER, who came to Boone County

IT in 1841, was actively' interested in the up-

building of Manchester Township, until his

decease, March 2, 1868. He was born in Madison

County, N. Y., about 1819, and was the son of

John Witter, also a native of that count}', his birth

occurring in March, 1781. The father died in

February, 1855, in Jefferson County, N. Y., having

been married to Prudence Colgrove, by whom he

became the father of ten children.

Our subject's share of his father's estate was

$150, and on coming West when a young man, he

entered a claim of forty acres and purchased other

claims to the amount of two hundred and forty

acres. In January, 1849, he was married to ^liss

Sallie A., daughter of A. C. and Catherine (Eells)

Adams, of New York. Mrs. AVitter was the eldest

in the family of three daughters, and was born in

Delaware County, N. Y.

The parents of Mrs. Witter on coming West em-
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igiated from Oxford, N. Y., and located four miles

west of Beloit, soon after which the father rented

property' in Le Roy, this county. A year or two

later, he entered a claim, but did not live upon it.

He subsequentl}' purchased forty acres in Man-

chester Township, and departed this life in 1872,

leaving a widow and three daughters, viz: Sallie

A., Polly, the widow of Joseph Stiles, and Ellen,

Mrs. Horace Graham.

Mr. and Mrs. Witter became the parents of five

sons and one daughter, of whom three are deceased:

Albert, who died in 1885, leaving a wife and three

children; John, who departed this life in 1882, and

Ulysses Sherman John Adams, who passed away in

his twentieth year. Those living are Adelaide,

Mrs. W. Mayberry; Lafayette, at home, and Addis

A., a traveling salesman of Madison, Wis.; the

latter married Minnie Isham, of Delavan, that

State.

The mother of Mrs. Witter is stillliving at Clin-

ton Juucton, AVis., at the advanced age of eighty

years. The church home of our subject's wife is

the Methodist Episcopal, in which denomination

she is an active member. In company with her

son, Lafayette, she is conducting a portion of the

home farm in an intelligent and profitable manner.

m>^^<i -5—

ON. CHARLES E. FULLER, of Belvidere,

who represents the Eighth Senatorial Dis-

trict in the Illinois Legislature, was born in

Flora Township, Boone Countj'. His father,

Seymour Fuller, was born in Shaftsbury, Vt. The
great-grandfather, Elijah Fuller, was a farmer and

spent his last years in Shaftsbury. Solomon, the

grandfather, was also a native of the Green Moun-
tain State and a farmer by occupation. He re-

moved to New York and spent his last days in

W,voming County.

Seymour Fuller was married in the Empire State

to Eliza A. Mordoif , a native of Wyoming Countv,

N. Y., and with his wife and one child he emigrated

to Illinois in 1844, coming by the Lakes to Chi-

cago and thence with teams to Boone County. He
settled in what is now Flora Township and se-

cured a tract of Government land, which he de-

veloped into a fine farm, upon which he still

makes his home. In 1882, his wife was called to

her final rest.

Our subject acquired his early education in the

district schools, afterward was a student in the

High school of Belvidere and spent one term in

Wheaton College. In 1869, he commenced the

stud_y of law with Jesse S. Hildrufe, of Belvidere,

was admitted to the Bar in 1870, and at once com-

menced practice. He married Sarah Mackej', daugh-

ter of Hugh Mackey, of Cherry Valley.

Socially, Mr. Fuller is a member of Belvidere

Lodge No. 90,A. F. & A. M.; the American Legion

of Honor, andLaFayette Garrison, K. G. In pol-

itics, he has always been a stanch Republican. His

first office was that of Cit}' Attorney, and in 1876

he was elected State Attorney of Boone County.

Two years later, he was elected State Senator for

the District composed of Winnebago and Boone
Counties. In 1882, a new Senatorial District was

formed, composed of Boone, McHenry and Lake

Counties. This District had a holdover Senator,

and in 1882 Mr. Fuller was elected Representa-

tive and re-elected in 1884. In 1888, he was

elected Senator from the Eightli District for four

years and is still holding the office. In 1884, he

was a delegate to the National Convention and

supported Gen. Logan for the Presidency until it

was seen that he could not secure the nomination,

when he voted for James G. Blaine. From a work

entitled "Politics and Politicians of Illinois; A Suc-

cinct Ilistoiy of the State Covering a Period from

1808 until 1887," by D. W. Lusk, we quote the

following from the account of the Thirt3-fourth

General Assembly:

''In point of ability, the Legislature compared

very favorably with its predecessors in both the

Senate and the House. In the Senate, the Dem-
ocrats were particularly fortunate in having an

array of able minds, and in some respects the re-

mark is true of them in the House, but in neither

body did any one man develop as their leader, as

was the case on the Republican side. While there

were man}' men of ability on the latter side, yet the

leadership was conceded to Charles E. Fuller, and it

is no flattery to him to say that he sustained him-

self ably and well in eveiy conflict with the oppos-
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ing forces, and after the seating of Mr. Weaver

and the election of Gen. Logan, the Republicans

being in the majority in the House, he would have

been chosen Speaker but for his own advice in op-

position to making an.y change in the organization

of the House. Mr. Haines, however, recognized the

right of the Republicans to control, and volun-

tarily yielded the chair to Mr. Fuller whenever the

Republicans desired or requested it, so that during

the contests over the passage of the election bills

and the greater portion of the time during the last

weeks of the session, when most of the real Legis-

lative work was accomplished, Mr. Fuller occupied

the chair and was the virtual Speaker of the

House. At the close of the session, Mr. Graham,

Democrat, of Macon, presented the following reso-

lution, which was unaniraoush' adopted:

'^'Besolved, That members of the Thirty-fourth

General Assembly return to Mr. Charles E. Fuller

our hearty thanks for his courtesy while acting as

Speaker and for the successful dispatcii of the bus-

iness of this House.'
"

From the same work, we also take the following

extract: "Mr. Fuller was Senator in the Thirty-

first and Thirty-second General Assemblies and

Representative in the Thirtj'-third and Thirty-

fourth; was Chairman of the Committee on Rail-

roads and member of the Committees on Judiciary,

Retrenchment, Libraries, Civil Service and Rules,

and Chairman of the Committee on the Governor's

Message. Mr. Fuller was no less a leader in this

Assembl}' than in the Thirt3'-fourth, and early man-

ifested a disposition to legislate in the interests of

the many by introducing House Bill No. 1, to re-

duce the contract rate of interest from eight to

six per cent. The Committee on Judiciary recom-

mended that it 'do pass,' but finding on second

reading that it would be defeated, he amended it

so as to make the legal rate seven per cent., and in

this form it passed the House but failed in the

Senate. He secured the passage of a bill to abolish

judgment votes, but it fared in the Senate the fate

of the interest bill. The bill appropriating 150,000

for a monument for Gen. John A.Logan was intro-

duced b}' him. The act giving cities or villages

power to license, tax or prohibit Cheap-John venders

was his. He drafted House Bill No. 701, one of the

most important of all the liills which became laws.

He championed the Savings Bank Bill of the

House and the General Banking Bill of the Senate,

and secured important amendments to each, both

of which liecame laws. The Farmers' Insurance

Bill, which originated in the Senate, was called up

by him in the House, out of its regular order at

each reading, and became a law. He had charge of

Senator Crabtree's Anti-Bucket-shop Bill in the

House and secured its passage; he advocated the

submission to a vote of the people the question of

Prohibition; he voted for and supported with his

power of eloquence Merritt's Couspirac}' Bill and

Collins' Anti-Dynamite Bill, and no member of

the Thirty-fifth General Assembly exercised a more

potent influence in tlie Legislature in the interests

of the masses of the people than did Mr. Fuller.
"

In the last session of the Senate, Mr. Fuller was

Chairman of the Repuljlican Senate Caucus, of the

Joint Caucus and of the Republican Steering Com-
mittee. He was Chairman of the Senate Railroad

Committee and introduced the Savings Bank Bill,

which passed the Senate but met defeat in the

House. He is one of the best-known men in the

State, popular at home and abroad, and his posi-

tion has been reached through his own ability.

His fellow-citizens are justly proud of him and

higher honors surely await him.

'y.i, E. GOODWIN, M. D., for many years a

leading physician of Rockford, was a na-

tive of Vermont, having been born in Chel-

sea, August 11, 1827. Under great difficul-

ties and despite poverty, he succeeded in obtaining

an education, being urgelf" forward by an earnest

desire for knowledge. It was no easy matter

then to obtain even a crude education, and it was

with great difficulty that the obstacles in his path

were overcome. As he grew to manhood, his

thoughts turned toward medicine and he resolved

to follow that profession.

Without means or influence, our subject set

about obtaining a professional education. He

studied at Johnson, "\'t., sawing wood and teach-

ing school to gain a livelihood. His course was
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frequeiitl}' interrupted by want of monej', and it

required some time to attain the desired end, hut

finally the course of study was completed and he

was graduated with honors. He worked his way

through the Berkshire Medical College, Pittsfleld,

Mass., and then devoted himself to the practice of

medicine, opening an ofHce at Cliutonville, N. Y.,

where from the first he was successful.

At Clintonville, July 8, 1852, Dr. Goodwin was

married to Miss Adelia E. Field, who survives him.

In 1854, he removed to Rockford and ever after-

ward resided in the house on Jefferson street where

he died. Coming here a stranger, his ability soon

brought him a good practice and his conscientious

attention to his business held his patients after he

won them. During the Civil A\"ar, he enlisted as

Surgeon in the Eleventh Illinois Infantry and was

afterward appointed Surgeon of the One Hundred

and eighth Illinois. He was wounded in the stomach

at Vicksburg and in after jears suffered greatly

from this wound. He was a stanch Democrat and

an earnest temperance advocate. At the last

municipal election held in his life time, he was con-

veyed to the polls in a hack to vote for anti-license,

and that was the last time he ever left his home.

The immediate cause of his death, which occurred

at Rockford May 14, 1889, was Bright's Disease.

Besides his wife, the Doctor left one daughter,

Nellie T., wife of Robert Rew, the well-known

attorney of Rockford. Another daughter, Carrie^

died during childhood. Dr. Goodwin was an able

physician, a thoughtful man and a good citizen.

He filled many important offices of a public char-

acter, serving on the Board of Education for a

number of years, as a member of the Library Board

for two years, and in other positions of trust. He
represented the District Medical Association at

various places in the State, and the American

Medical Association at St. Louis, Philadelphia, St.

Paul, Chicago and Washington. At the time of

his death, he was President of the Winnebago
County Medical Society. He was tireless in his

profession, reading extensivelj' and keeping

abreast the times. He paid the closest attention to

his cases and neglected no precaution, however

slight, to further the interests of his patients.

Years ago. Dr. Goodwin took a trip abroad and

increased his medical knowledge by visiting the

hospitals of Europe, as well as broadened his

knowledge by sight-seeing and travel. He was the

physician of many of Rockford's oldest families,

and possessed their confidence to a marked degree

The close personal attention which he gave his

cases made him a great favorite. As a man he was

well pcisted on current events and was a compan-

ionable and genial gentleman. As husband and

father, physician and trusted friend, he was highly

regarded in life, and in death was mourned by all

who knew him.

SAAC C. TUTTLE, now living retired in

Pecatonica village was born in Antrim, Hills-

boro County, N. H., September 11, 1820. His

parents, Jacob and Betsey (Cummings) Tuttle,

were natives of Massachusetts, the father being

born February 6, 1767, and his wife May 25, 1778.

They both died in Antrim, N. H., at an advanced

age. The paternal grandfather, who was born

August 29, 1738, died when seventy-seven years

of age; his wife, who was, previous to her mar-

riage. Miss Submit Warren, died when fifty-five

years of age, having been born March 12, 1742.

The mother of our subject was the daughter of

Isaac and Elizabeth (Trowbridge) Cummings. His

marriage occurred November 11, 1846, at which

time jNIiss Louisa I., daughter of Daniel and Han-

nah (Kidder) Lowe, became his wife. The father

was born in Greenfield, N. IL, and died at Antrim,

aged seventy 3^ears. His wife, who was also a na-

tive of the Granite State, was seventy-two jearsof

age at her death.

Mrs. Louisa Tuttle was born in Antrim in the

above-named State, November 21, 1821. Her

union with our subject has resulted in the birth of

ten children, six of whom are living: Henry C,

who was born August 9, 1847, is married and the

father of two children; Jacob E., who was born

April 11, 1851, is also married and has five chil-

dren ; Harriet L., whose birth occurred January 5,

1853, married Fred Elson and has a family of three

children; Daniel P., born February 27, 1856, is un-

married; Frank S.. born February 10, 1857, is mar-
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ried and bas four children; George I., who was

born October 29, 1858, is married and the father of

one child.

Mr. Tuttle remained at home until his marriage,

when he went to live on a portion of his father's

farm. lie has given his children excellent edu-

cations, thus fitting them to become good and use-

ful citizens. In March, 1862, he left New Hampshire

during a terrible storm and coming to Illinois pur-

chased a farm of sixtj'-four acres in Pecatonica

Township, to which he later added eighty acres

and there resided until removing into the village,

in May, 1889. He is the owner of considerable

real estate in Pecatonica and is enjoying to the

fullest extent the fruits of his early toil and in-

dustry.

The grandfather of Mrs. Tuttle, Simon Lowe,

was a soldier in the Revolutionar}' War for seven

years. The father of our subject was very promi-

nent in public affairs and was elected to the State

Legislature on the Democratic ticket in 1836, being

the incumbent of that position for a period of six-

teen 3'ears. He held many local township offices,

and was otherwise interested in all measures which

tend toward the upbuilding of his community.

Soclalljr, he of whom we write is an Odd Fellow

belonging to Lodge No. 173, in wliich he held all the

chairs. Mrs. Tuttle is a member of the Woman's

Christian Temperance Union and a lady highly re-

spected for her many good works.

^>^^<i ^—

lEORGE TROXELL. Few of the citizens

f Rockford have been more prominently

^^Jil identified with its progress, and perhaps

none have been more deeply interested in its wel-

fare, than the gentleman above named. He was

instrumental in securing the watch factor}^ in its

present location, and labored indefatigably to se-

cure the many railroads now here, as well as the

various manufacturing interests of the city.

Mr. Troxell was born in Easton, Northampton

County, Pa., August 18, 1803, of which place his

father, also named George, was a native. The

grandfather of oiir subject was born in Germany,

whence he emigrated to America, and settled in

the village of Easton. lie had learned the trade

of a baker, and established himself in business at

Easton, where he spent the remainder of his days.

George Troxell, Sr., learned the trade of a mill-

wright, wliich he followed many years, and spent

jiis entire life in Easton. His wife, Catherine, wms

there born, of German ancestry, and ni the villagi^

where she w.as born, closed her e3'es to the scent's

of earth.

At the age of sixteen, our subject commenced

to learn the trade t>f a millwright, and w<irkcil

under liis father as an apprentice until he was

twenty-one, after which he continued in Inisiness

with him. The work proving too hard for him,

he formed a partnership with his brother-in-law,

Mr. Hummel, and engaged in the mercantile busi-

ness, at Easton for two j'ears. Afterward he estab-

lished the same business at Mt. Bethel, where he

built up an extensive trade, and carried a general

line of dry-goods, groceries, hardware, cutlery,

drugs, paints, and, in fact, almost anything in daily

use. In addition to this, he erected a tannery, and

carried on farming operations.

In 1854, Mr. Troxell sold his interests there ai.d

came to Illinois the spring of the next year, locat-

ing in East Rockford, and investing extensively

in real estate. At that time, there was but one

railroad in Rockford, and he turned his attention

to securing another line, his efforts being rewarded

in due course of time. It is largely due to the ex-

ertions of Mr. Troxell and his co-workers that

Rockford has grown from a village of three or four

thousand to a city of about thirty thousand.

In September, 1827, Mr. Troxell was married to

Maria Yohe, who was born in Easton, Pa, the

daughter of John and Rebecca Yohe; she died

March 23, 1851. The .second marriage of our sub-

ject united him, June 23, 1852, with Mary A.

Smith, who w.as born in Mt. Bethel, Pa. Her fatlier,

Samuel Smith, was also born in Northampton

County, Pa., whence he removed to Illinois in

1856, and purchased a farm in Stephenson County,

where he resided until his death. Of the firstmar-

riage of Mr. Troxell, five children were reared,

namely: Edwin Y., Carrie (Mrs. Robert Angel-

man), Edwin A., Emma and Sylvanus. Two chil-

dren blessed the second marriage: Willis S. and
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George A. In his political belief, Mr. TroxeU

joined the Republican party at the tirae of its or-

ganization, but is now a Prohibitionist. He and

his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal

Cliurch, in which they are active workers.

l^-S-^-J-f^^^-t**^
•S'-J-i-F

_^f, LEXANDER SARVER. Two and one-

(MO, half miles northwest of the City of Rock-

jj
li ford lies a farm of one hundred and

(^1 forty-seven acres, the property of the sub-

ject of this sketch. Here he engaged in general

farming and stock-raising, in which he has been

more than usually successful, and is now numbered

among the most progressive agriculturists of

Winnebago County. His entire life has been passed

in this county, wliere he was bora, in Harrison

Township, September .30, 1847.

It is thought that the paternal grandfather of

our subject was born in Germany. For man}-

years he resided in Pennsylvania, removing thence

to Illinois, and spending his Last daj'S in Harrison

Township. Henry Sarver, father of our subject,

was born in Pennsylvania, and removed from Bed-

ford Count}', that State, to Illinois in 1845, settling

in Harrison Township, and entering a tract of

three hundred and twenty acres of Government

land. For a tirae, he made his home with the fam-

ily of Mr. McCoy, then resided in a building that

had been erected for a schoolhouse. Later, he

put up a log house on his land, which in time was

replaced by a more substantial frame residence, in

which he remained until his death. For some

years after he settled on tiie place, there were no

railroads near, and Chicago being the nearest mar-

ket, the farmers were accustomed to drive to that

town with ox-teams.

Until he was twenty-one, our subject remained

in the paternal home, but at that age commenced

life for himself on a rented farm. After operating

for one year as a renter, he bought eighty acres in

Owen Township, upon which he began his career

as a successful farmer. Seven years after purchas-

ing the place, he sold it, and bought one hundred

and sixty-eight acres in Burritt Township. He

added to the acreage of the farm, where he carried

on agricultural pursuits until 1889, and then pur-

chased the farm he now occupies. He still owns

the estate in Burritt Township, and gives his per-

sonal attention to the management of both places.

In January, 1869, Mr. Sarver was married to

Miss Sarah A. Fell. Her grandparents, William

and Elizabeth Fell, spent their entire lives in Eng-

land. Her father was there born in Lancashire,

August 6, 1806, and was the only member of the

family who ever came to America. In his native

land he learned the trade of a cloth-dresser, and

in 1842 set sail from Liverpool, landing at New
York City, and proceeding thence to Rhode Island.

He worked at his trade in that State and Massa-

chusetts for two years, and then came to Winne-

bago County and settled in what is now Durand

Township, of which he was a pioneer. Securing a

tract of Government land, he built the log house

in wliich Mrs. Sarver was born. He still has a

home upon the farm which he has improved, al-

though most of his time is spent with his children.

His wife, whose maiden name was Sarah Barning-

ham, was born in Yorkshire, England, the daughter

of Job and Elizabeth (Flint) Barningharii; she

died in 1867. Mr. and Mrs. Sarver are the jjarents

of three children: Nellie, William and Edith. Nel-

lie married Theodore Dickerson, and they have

one child, Vera. William married Dora Alien.

y

ER A. PETERSON. The city of Rockford

can certainly be congratulated upon the

high standard of enterprise and ability

displa3ed by its leading business men,

prominent among whom is the gentleman whose

name heads this sketch. As Superintendent of the

West End Furniture Factory and as a stockholder

and Director in that enterprise since its organiza-

tion in July, 1890, Mr. Peterson has bent all his

energies to advance its interests and is well quali-

fied for the position he now holds.

This factory, which is one of the flourishing in-

stitutions of the city, has a capacitj' of one hun-

dred or more, and gives employment to about

seventv-flve men. The President, Austin Colton,
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Vice-president, Frank Hoaglanci,and Secretary and

Treasurer, Herman Lind, are popular in leading

business and financial circles, and are very widely'

and favorabl}- known. Tiie establishment has all

the modern improvements and turns out first-class

work.

Mr. Peterson claims Sweden as his native coun-

try and first saw the light of day in Smoland

Province, June 17, 1845. There his youth was

passed and there, when but a small boy, he began

learning his trade, having from an early age been

master of tools as a cabinet-maker. Thinking that

greater inducements were afforded in America, he

took passage for this country in 1868, and after

following his trade in Chicago and other cities, he

finally came to tiie thriving city of Rockford, of

which he has since been a resident. He has pros-

pered in all his business ventures since living

here, and is interested in a number of the promi-

nent enterprises of the city. He is a stockholder

and Director in the Mechanics' Furniture Company,

which empl03-s one hundred men, and owns real

estate in the city. He has a fast}' and neat resi-

dence at No. 1106 Second Avenue, and most of

the time since 1875, when he fii'st settled here, he

has followed the trade of a cabinet-maker. His

parents, P. M. and Eliza (Monson) Peterson,

worthy and much-esteemed citizens of their native

province in Sweden, passed their entire lives

there, the father engaged as a tiller of the soil.

They lived to be quite old people, both about

eighty 3-ears of age, and all their lives were mem-

bers of the Lutheran Church. An elder son,

Adolph Peterson, who had also been filled with a

great desire to settle in the broad, free land of

America, came here previous to our subject, and is

now engaged as a mason in De Kalb, 111.

The original of this sketcii selected his wife in

the person of Miss Anna Engstrom, who was born

in Joukoping Lan, Smoland Province, Sweden,

January 5, 1850. She remained in her native

country until eighteen years of age and then

crossed the ocean to this countr}' to join her

brother, A. F. Engstrom, who made his advent into

this countrv a number of j'ears previously. (See

sketch.)

Mr. and Mrs. Peterson aie the jiappy parents of

two bright children: Jennie V., and Herbert T.,

both now at home. Worthy and exemplar}' mem-
bers of the First Lutheran Church, ]Mr. and Mrs.

Peterson are popular young people of the cit}-, and

have a wide circle of friends. Mr. Peterson is an

ardent supporter of the principles of the Republi-

can party.

GRACE D. HOPKINS is an intelligent

and enterprising man, very popular in

Rockton, in the best circles of which place

his family moves. At the present time he

occupies the honored position of Alderman of the

Fourth Ward and for a number of years has served

in the capacitj' of School Director. He became a

resident of this place in 1883, since which time he

has been engaged as foreman in the coal, wood
and lumber yards of Peet & Keeler.

Born April 'J, 1841, in Orleans County, N. Y.,

our subject is a son of Luke and Eunice (Hinman)

Hopkins, the latter of whom was born on the Mo-

hawk Flats in 1801. The father was a native of

Vermont, but removed to Eastern New York,

where his marriage took place in 1830. He was in

early life a Custom House oHicer on Lake Cham-

plain, and when our subject was a lad removed to

Lenawee County, Mich., where the family were

residents for two years, and in 1855 came to Ros-

coe, Winnebago County. They made this place

their home for several years and then returned to

the Wolverine State, leaving their son, our subject,

in this county.

December 22, 1869, the original of this sketch

and Miss Hannah Moore were united in marriage.

The lady was a native of England, and the daugh-

ter of Stephen and Sarah (Wait) Moore. Mr.

Hopkins is the youngest child of his parents, hav-

ing two sisters, Martha, Mrs. Isaac Lapp, of New
York, and Helen, Mrs. James Lowe, of Hudson,

Mich., with whom the mother resides at the age of

ninety-one years. She is well preserved in body

and mind and has done some fine needle work re-

cently. Her husband died in Hudson, Mich., in

1887, in his ninety-fourth year, three years prior to

his decease being totally blind.
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Ouv subject learned the trade of a carpenter

when about twenty-three j'ears of age, but on

moving to Rockton abandoned that line of work.

His home is one of culture and refinement and

witli his wife he is held in high o-stecm by those to

whom his character and attainments are known.

They are the parents of four children: Guy M.,

Luther B., Helen M. and Mary B., and all remain at

home with their parents. Our subject is a member

of the Masonic order, and is a stalwart Republican.

RS. PATIENCE (ATWOOD) LYMAN,
who resides on section 30, Harlem Town-

///
ill ship, Winnebago County, was born in the

* town of Pei-u, in Massachusetts, on the

5th of August, 1H22, and comes of an old and

highly respected family of New England. Her

grandparents were Hezekiah and Lydia (Heth)

Atwood. Her father, Phineas Atwood, was born

in Great Barrington, Mass. He learned the trade

of a blacksmith, and in addition to farming fol-

lowed that occupation in the Bay State until 1842,

when he removed to New York, where he spent

three years. He then came with his family to Ill-

inois, making the journey by the way of the Lakes

to Chicago, where he purchased a team and then

came on overland to Winnebago County, where

his sons, David and Jonathan, had located the

previous year. He spent three years in New Mil-

ford, and then made a settlement in the town of

Harlem, where he bought a tract of land and im-

proved a farm, upon which he resided until called

to the home beyond. He was a soldier in the War
of 1812, and married Hnlda Haskell, who was

born in Peru, Mass., and was a daughter of Roger

and Mary (Webster) Haskell. She died on the

home farm at the advanced age of ninety-four years

Both Mr. and Mrs. Atwood were consistent mem-

bers of the Methodist Church and were highly re-

spected people, who had the confidence .and esteem

of all with whom they came in contact.

Mrs. Lyman spent the days of her maidenhood

in Massachusetts, and acquired her education in

the public schools of her native State. She was a

young lad}' of twenty-three years when she came

to Illinois in company with her father and mother.

She always resided with her parents and cared for

them in their old age. In November, 1877, she

Ijecame the wife of Joseph Allen Lyman, also a

native of the Bay State, born in April, 1808. His

parents wei'e Joseph and Caroline (Atwood) Lyman.

He was reared to agricultural pursuits, and en-

gaged in farming in Hinsdale and Beeket, Mass.,

for manj' years. At length he came to Illinois, in

1877, settling in Winnebago County, and spent the

remainder of his days on the Atwood homestead.

By a former marriage he had two sons: Edwin and

Sheldon. He died on the 7th of April, 1885, re-

spected by all who knew him.

Mrs. Lyman still owns and occupies the old

homestead, upon which she has resided for about

forty-six years. She has witnessed the growth

and development of this county since a very early

day and well deserves mention among its pioneer

settlers. At the age of fifteen 3-ears, she united

with the Methodist Church and has since been

one of its faithful and consistent members, an

earnest worker in the Master's vineyard. She was

also for many years a teacher in the Sunday-school

and is a life member of the missionary .societj' of

her church.

0:
SCAR HALL. Among the prominent mer-

cantile establishments of Rockford may be

mentioned the firm of Engstrom & Hall,

dealers in a fine line of dry goods, at No. 324 East

State Street. Since the inception of the business

in March, 1889, the firm h.as built up a large trade

and gained a good reputation for reliable dealings

and courtesy to their customers. Mr. Hall has

been a resident of Rockford since 1874, and was

one of the original stockholders in the Central

Furniture Company, with which he was connected

as assistant foreman and salesman, and for a time

was commercial agent.

Mr. Hall was born in the Province of Smoland,

Sweden, December 2, 1855, and there grew to man-

hood, meanwhile learning the trade of a cabinet-

maker and receiving a practical education in the
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public schools. In 1874, he emigrated to America,

embarking on a vessel at Gottenburg, touching

some of the ports of England, and landing at New
York City. His parents, John P. and Caroline

Hall, still reside in Sweden, and, although ad-

vanced in years, are hale and active. The father

was a Swedish soldier, and served in the regular

army. A sister of our subject, Matilda, resides in

Rockford; another sister, Laura, is now living in

Ogle County, and is the wife of Alfred Peterson.

A brother, August N., formerly of Rockford, is now

a clerk for Wanamaker & Brown, of Chicago.

The lady who became the wife of our subject

was formerly Miss Anna M. Engstrom, who was

born in Malta, DeKalb County, 111., March 15,

1853. She is a graduate of both the schools of

Malta and Rockford, and completed her education

in Chicago, where she was graduated in music un-

der the German Professor Conrade. She has since

devoted her time largely to that art, and is a

skilled musician and successful instructor. In pol-

itics, Mr. Hall is a Republican. He and his wife

are members of the First Swedish Lutheran Church,

and are prominent in the social circles of Rock-

ford.

'^1 OHN NIDO. Since coming to Rockford in

1867, Mr. Nido has probabl}' been the best-

known machinist of the city. Possessing re-

markable ability as a mechanic and machin-

ist pattern-maker, he has gained success in that

occupation, and his skill is universally recognized.

Some time after locating in this city, he became

connected with Mr. Nelson in the knitting-machine

business, and has for several years been at the head

of the machine shops of the Nelson Knitting Ma-

chine Company, as well as the m.aker of the ma-

chines.

Born in Stockholm, Sweden, June 26, 1834, Mr.

Nido was reared and educated in the cit}' of his

birth, and received there his early training as a

mechanic. From early boyhood, he worked as a

pattern and model maker, in which he soon ac-

quired great skill. He was the only one of the

parental famil}' who emigrated to the United

Staces, and it was in 1865 that he crossed the At-

lantic and commenced to work in Dunkirk, N. Y.

He also resided in Chicago for a time before he

came to Rockford, where, as above stated, he ar-

rived in 1867.

In this cit}' Mr. Nido was married to Miss Clara

Johnson, a native of Sweden, who emigrated to

America in her young womanhood. Mr. and Mrs.

Nido have two children: Blanda and Herman, who
are at home. In the })ublic affairs of the day, Mr.

Nido takes an intelligent interest, and is a stanch

adherent of the principles of the Republican party.

LLEN RICE. Through the exercise of

unflagging industry and judicious invest-

( !j ments, Mr. Rice has become prosperous and

now lives retired at No. SOo^ Mulberry

street, where he is surrounded by all the comforts

which contribute to happiness. His home has been

in Winnebago County since 1856 and during the

first eight years of his residence here he cultivated

a farm in Harrison Township, later located near

Rockford, and finally removed to this city about

twenty years ago.

The early home of Mr. Rice was in Washington

County, N. Y., where he was born April 3, 1817.

After attending school there when opportunity

offered, he removed at the age of fourteen to

Genesee County, which remained his home until

he came West to Illinois. His father. Jonathan

Rice, was born in the same county as himself, like-

wise his grandfather, Abraham. The last-named

served in the War of 1812 when a j-oung man.

He married Miss Eda Deuell, a native of Washing-

ton County, one of whose biothers was a soldier

during the War of 1812. The worthy couple

passed their entire lives in Washington County,

and among their children w.as Jonathan, father of

our subject.

•lonathan Rice removed to Genesee County and

there died at the age of fifty-two years. His chil-

dren were twelve in number and six still survive,

all of whom married and reared families of their

own. In Genesee County, N. Y., our subject was

married to Miss Lydia Mead, who was born in

Northampton Township. Fulton County. X. Y.,
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August 17, 1835. She was reared and received

her education in Genesee Count3', which was for

many j-ears the home of her parents, Charles and

Polly (Peirce) Mead, natives of Fulton County.

Mrs. Mead died in Fulton County in the prime of

life and her husband passed away at the age of

sixty years. They were sincere Christians and

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

They were the parents of six children, four of

whom are now living.

For thirty-live 3-ears Mr. and Mrs. Rice have

lived and labored together for their common wel-

fare and • prosperity, and have reaped the reward

of their labors in the possession of a competency

and the universal esteem of the community. Their

only child, Harris H., married Fannie Nearmen,

and lives in Rockford. By a former marriage, Mr.

Rice became the father of twi) sons: Charles E.,

who is a farmer in Storm Lake, Iowa ; and James

A., who is a speculator in Chicago. During his

residence in Harrison Township, Mr. Rice served as

Supervisor and .Justice of the Peace, and in his

political adherence is independent, casting his

ballot for the candidates whom he deems best

(jualiticd to represent the peojile.

'^f C. BURPEE is the senior member of the

!M0| firm of Burpee ct Son. Tiiey have the

//[ 14) largest retail furniture and undertaking

^jj establishment in Illinois outside of Chi-

cago. The business was founded by our subject in

1856, at Nos. 108 and 1 10 West State Street, where

he is still located. The first year he was alone and

then he admitted to partnership William Werner.

After three years, that connection was discontinued

and the firm of Burpee & Groneman did business

from 1869 until 1871, after which Mr. Burpee was

alone tor fifteen years, when the present company

was established. The store which the}' occupy is for-

ty-four feet front and is two hundred feet deep and

h.is a five story front. At night it is lighted with

electricitj^ There are passenger and freight ele-

vators and all the appointments of a modern fur-

niture store, and the stock which they carry is both

extensive and of fine make. As before stated, they

have a very large trade and their establishment is

one of the leading ones in the city. In connec-

tion with the furniture department, they also carry

on the undertaking business, having large supplies

in this line, together with a fine hearse. A. C.

Burpee is a stockholder in the Rockford Burial

Case Company, of which he has been a Director

for five years. He is also a stockholder of the

Rockford Silver Plate Companj', a stockholder

and Director of the Rockford Cattle Companj-, and

is also interested in other corporations.

Mr. Burpee came to Rockford from Lima, N. Y.,

where his birth occurred August 10, 1822. His

father, Samuel Burpee, was a native of Charles-

town, Mass., where he was partially reared; he also

lived in Worcester Count3'. In .Sterling, he learned

the furniture business and on the 16th of .June,

1816, removed to Lima, N. Y., where for forty-two

years he was proprietor of a furniture store. Sub-

sequently, he became a resident of Beloit, Wis.,

where he died ten years later, at the age of eighty-

three. He was well known in the East as an

anti-slavery and temperance worker, and was an

Abolitionist when there were only five others in

Livingston County, N. Y. He signed the first tem-

perance pledge which he saw, and never broke it.

The church once took up his case on account of

his slavery and temperance principles. He debated

those questions throughout Livingston County,

N. Y., and was once threatened hy a mob, but

strong in the right, he bravely stood and neither

fear nor favor could alter his belief or course. He

afterward became identified with the Republican

party. In religious belief, he was a Presbyterian.

His wife, whose maiden name was Esther Crosbj',

died in Lima, N. Y., at the age of sixt3--eiglit. She

was born in New Hampshire and was a daughter

of Capt. Alplieus Crosby, a commissioned officer

and brave soldier of the Revolution, who died on

his farm amid the hills of the Granite State. Two
of his sons, Alpheus and Asa, came to Rockford

in 1849, and were prominently connected with the

early histoiy of this city.

In Lima, N. Y., Mr. Burpee of this sketch learned

the trade and business of a furniture dealer and

undertaker and was engaged in that line for three
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years in LeRoy, N. Y., prior to coming to Rockford.

He was married in Monroe County, N. Y., to Miss

Harriet M. Baldwin, the accomplished daughter of

Gordon and Ljdia (Fitch) Baldwin. Her father

was a prominent and well-to-do farmer of Monroe

County, who, in 1857, came to Illinois, dying in

Iroquois County when past the age of sixtj' years.

His wife was born in Hinsdale, Mass., and died in

Iroquois County at an advanced age. Both were

active and consistent members of the Presbyterian

Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Burpee have taken an active part

in all public affairs, are prominent members of so-

ciety and are faithful workers in the .Second Con-

gregational Church. In politics, Mr. Burpee is a

Republican. Their union has been blessed with

five children: Minnie, at home; Harry B., who
graduated from the Rockford High School and

spent a 3-ear in Europe, studying in the colleges

of London and Paris, married Delia C. Trufan, of

Rockford, and is now his father's partner; Herman

N., of Seattle, Wash., is State Agent for a type-

writing companj', also for the Holly Water Works

Manufacturing Company and in the works in

Seattle; Florence is the wife of JIcGregor Huff-

man, who is employed in the Winnebago National

Bank, of Rockford; and Stanton is a book-keeper

in the Rockford National Bank. The family is one

of prominence in this community. Mr. Burpee is

one of the leading and progressive business men
of the city, sagacious and far-sighted, and has done

much for the upbuilding and growth of Rockford,

where he h.as so long made his home. .

WIOHN R. WELLS. In the ranks of the sub-

stantial farmers of Winnebago County this

gentleman is worthy of prominent consid-

eration, having by economical living and

frugal management acquired a fine property, which

brings him a comfortable income. He is at pres-

ent residing on section 1, Seward Township, and

has by his good conduct acquired an honored po-

sition among his fellow-townsmen.

The town of Mesina, St. Lawrence County, N. Y.,

was tlie birthplace of our subject, his natal

day being Feliruary 20, 1837. His parents were

Reuben and .Jane AVells, the former of whom was

a son of Reuben, Sr., a native of ^'ermont, and an

old Revolutionary soldier. Tradition has it that

two brothers of the Wells family came to th<'

United States from Wales, but just at what datt^ is

not known. Tlie father of our subject was bom
in Middleboro, A't., and came West with his wife

and eight children in 1841. He had been mar-

ried in 1818 to .Jane Uolicrts, who was born in

Plattsburg, N. Y., and was the daughter of Abram
Roberts, who died in this count}' at the home of

his daughter, Mrs. Jane AVells, when in his eiglity-

first year ; his wife departed this life in New York.

The Wells family in Winnebago County are

prosperous agriculturists. Our subject had an

uncle, Levi Roberts, who was Aide-de-camp to .John

McDonald at the battle of Plattsburg, and drew a

pension from the Government, having lieen

wounded by a horse falling upon him. The mother

of our subject passed away in this county, March

20, 1885, She bore her husband ten children, five

of whom are living. The father of our subject

died on the old home farm in this county, in Feb-

ruary, 1850. His tract was a "squatter's" claim,

thirty acres of which were broken, and erected

thereon was a log cabin. One hundred and sixty

acres were included in tlie farm, for which he paid

1200. The father went from Vermont to New
York with no earthly possessions other than the

clothes he wore and an axe, and his possessions on

coming to this county were two horses and a

wagon.

After the deatli of iiis father, our sul)ject re-

mained at home until sixteen years of age. wlien

he worked out b}' the month for two years, and

then went to Iowa, where he was engaged in break-

ing prairie lands. Returning home, he remained

until 1861, when he crossed the plains to Califor-

nia, and was engaged eight years in mining and

market-gardening. Coming again to the Prairie

State, Mr. Wells purchased a farm, upon which he

makes his home at the present time, and has been

successfully engaged in cultivating the soil since

that time.

Miss Adel E., daughter of Roswell and INIary

Clark, became the wife of our subject in IMarcli,
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1870. The lady was born in Now York, December

30, 1851, and died at her home in this county,

March 1, 1889. She had become the mother of

three children: Ernest E., who was born December

8, 1870, and is attending the business college at

Rockford; Gertrude R., born September 1, 1873,

is a ver}' charming and accomplished young

ladj', being a graduate of the Winnebago High

Scliool, and Bernice M., who died in infancy.

A Republican in politics, our suliject cast his

first vote for Abraliam Lincoln. His wife was a

prominent mem))er of the Women's Relief Corps,

and is otherwise interested in many ennobling and

elevating works. Mr. Wells is a self-made man in

tlie truest sense of that term, as he started out in

life empty-handed, and is now one of the well-to-

do farmers of the county.

Roswell Clark, the father of Mrs. Wells, was

born in Andover, Vt., where he was reared on a

farm, and accompanied his parents on their re-

moval to New York State in 1831. Settling in

Wyoming County, he purchased a tract of timber

land, cleared a farm from the wilderness, and re-

sided there until 1857, when hecame to Illinois, and

two years later purchased a farm at Twelve Mile

Grove, Seward Township. Here his decease oc-

curred in 1884. His wife, prior to her marriage,

was May Walton, a native of Massachusetts, and

the daughter of John Walton. She is now living

near Pecatonica, iiaving become the mother of four

children: Amelia II., Ahinzo W., Ell)ert J., .and

Dell E.

^^UST FLODELL, of Rockford City, HI., fol-

[|[
,_-, lows the business of a news-dealer, than

^^ which in the wide range of industrial pur-

suits there is not a more interesting occupation,

for upon him the education of the masses and

the enlightenment of the citizens of this country

in a large manner depend. Mr. Flodell, the suc-

cessful Swedish news-dealer located at No. 310

East'State Street, has been in business in this city,

in his present line, for ten years and carries a fine

stock of the very best class of Swedish literature.

He is a gentleman of energetic and accomjilished

business habits, and is prompt and reliable in all

transactions. He came to Rockford in 1869, and

in 1874 opened a meat market on East State Street

which he carried on for six years. After this, he

was in one of the furniture factories of the town,

but subsequently opened a book store, and in 1888

he was associated with W. T. M.ay in the jewelry

business in the same room he had occupied as a

book-seller. He is the leading steamship ticket

agent of the city and re()resents all the leading

trans-Atlantic steamship lines. Aside from this, he

is a promoter of the Skandia Furniture Company,

a stockholder of the same, and at present holds the

position of Vice-president of that organization. He

is also interested in the Union Grocery Company
and is a promoter of the Central Furniture Com-

pany, also the Mantel and Furniture Company, .and

the Skandia Brick Company, of which he is Presi-

dent. He is a stockholder in the Brown Brick Com-

pany and a stockholder and promoter in a number

of other enterprises. Mr. Flodell has been one of the

leading business men in this city since his residence

here, and has ever taken a decided interest in local

matters. In politics he is a sound Republican.

In religion he is an active member of the First

Lutheran Church, of which he has been an official

member. He has been very successful as a business

man, and owns, beside his various interests in the

city, a good home at No. 903 Third Avenue.

Mr. Flodell is a native of Sweden, born in Wester

Gothland Province on the 12th of March, 1845, and

was the first of his family to come to the United

States. His father, Gustave Flodell, was born in

1808 and was a tiller of the soil until his de.ath in

1857. The latter's wife survived him until 1872,

and at the time of her death was quite aged. Both

were members of the Swedish Lutheran Church.

Two of their daughters are residing in the old

country, Mrs. Anna Anderson and Mrs. E. Johnson.

Gust Flodell selected as his companion in life

Miss Eva Peterson, a native of the same province

as her husband, her birth occurring in 1838, and

their nuptials were celebrated in Rockford on the

1st of April, 1870. She came to the United States

in 1869, and became a resident of Rockford. Her

parents died in Sweden, the mother, Bertha Peter-

son, in 1880 and the father, Peter Peterson, the fol-
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lowing 3-ear, the latter when just eighty years of

age. They were Swedish Lutlierans in their relig-

ious belief. The father had always followed the

occupation of a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Flodell

have no children. Both are well respected in tlie

city, and are intelligent, worthy jieople.

^ 0UI8 SANDINE of Roelvford. like many of

I ((S, the leading furniture men of this city, was

I
'^v^ born in Sweden, his birth occurring in the

southern part of the country on the 22d of October,

1858. His father, Peter Pearson, was born in 1823,

and is j'ct living, a hale and hearty old gentleman,

who throughout life has followed the occupatit)n

of farming. lie has also been a life-long member

of the Lutheran Church, to which Mrs. Pearson

also belonged. The death of his wife occurred in

September, 1891. She was born in 1831, and bore

the maiden name of Kjersti. Our subject was the

first of the family to come to this country-, but has

been followed by three brothers: Nels, John and

Mangnes. None are yet married and all are em-

pl03^ed by the Bockford Mantel and Furniture

Company of this city.

In the land of his nativitj', Mr. Sandine spent

the days of his l)oyhood and youth and acquired

a good education in the cit}- schools of Stockholm.

Believing that this country offered iDetter advan-

tages to young men just starting out in life than

the old countries, he determined to seek a home in

America, and crossed the briny deep in 1881. He

did not tarry long in the East but came at once to

Rockford, 111., and has since been connected with

the practical work of different furniture companies,

giving to the different branches his special atten-

tion. He therefore became well acquainted with

the business in all its details and is well qualified

for the responsible position of trust he now liolds,

that of Secretary and Treasurer of the Mantel and

Furniture Company. The company was organized

in 1890, and he has since held his present office and

is also one of its Directors and a stockholder. When
the new additions to the factory are completed, it

will contain over 150,000 square feet and will furn-

ish employment to at least three hundred men.

It will be one of the largest manufactories of the

city and now does a more extensive business in the

manufacture of mantels than any other corpora-

tion in the country. Their mantels, of which they

make a special t}', are adjustable and thus can be

used in any place.

A marriage ceremony performed in Rockford

united the lives of Mr. Sandine and Mrs. Amanda
Sahllin, who was born in Central Sweden and
was reared and educated in the city of Stockholm.

The year 1880 witnessed her arrival in the United

States, since which time she has made her home in

Rockford. By her former marriage she became the

mother of two children: George and El vera. By
her second marriage an interesting family of four

children have been born: Esther E., Louis A.,

Charles Otto and Agnes I. The parents are

both members of the Zion Lutheran Church, of

which INIr. Sandine is Secretary and one of the

Trustees. In politics, he is independent. He is a

sti-aightforward business man, energetic and indus-

trious, and has become well-to-do.

C^ILS T. THOMPSON is carrying on a suc-

Jj
cessful business as a merchant tailor at No.

i 113 West State Street in Rockford. He
opened this establishmennt in January, 1887. He
carries an excellent line of goods, and his work is

alwa3'S first-class, so that he is able to retain his

patrons and secure many others. His trade has

constantly increased and he is now doing a flour-

ishing business.

Mr. Thompson was born near Chrestenahani

Laen, iSweden, April 22, 1834, and is a son of

Jonas Hoe, who was a carpenter by trade, and in

connection with that occupation also followed

farming in Sweden. He came to this countiy late

in life and spent seven 3'ears in the home of our

subject, where his death occurred at the age of

seventy-four. His wife died in Sweden when

about sixty-two years of age. In the family were

three sons and a daughter, our subject being the

eldest; Louisa is the wife of (iustaf Gustafson, a

cabinet-m.aker and stockholder in the Chair and
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Furniture Factory of this citj'; John is married

and is a skilled cabinet-maker employed by the

Forest City Furniture Companj'; and Olof is a

cabinet-maker with the Standard Furniture Com-

pany. He married Mollie .Swenson.

( )ur .subject is a self-made man. He began life

at the early age of ten years, when he commenced

learning the tailor's trade, working as a journey-

man until he came to this country. He took pas-

sage on board the three-mast sailing-vessel "Mer-

rimac," which left Gottonburg in March, 1854, and

after forty-nine da^-s dropped anchor in the harbor

of (Quebec, Canada, whence Mr. Thompson came

at once to Illinois, making his first settlement in

Chicago, where he spent four 3'ears. At the expi-

ration of that time, he came to Rockford, in 1859,

and has since made his home in this city. He did

journeyman work as a tailor here until 1878, when

he began business as one of the principal stock-

holders in the Merchant Tailor Stock Company,

with which he was otticially connected for some

time as .Secretary and Treasurer. He later with-

drew from that concern and has since been alone

in business as a merchant tailor at No. 113 West

State Street.

Mr. Thompson was married in Chicago to

Johanna Wall in October, 1858, but she died of

consumption in Rockford in 1873. There are no

living children from this union. He was again

married in this citj' to Miss Emma Peterson, a na-

tive of Sweden, born in 1844. When a young

lady, she came to this country, to which her par-

ents had emigrated in 1853. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Thompson have been born seven children: George

W., a graduate of the Business College of Rock-

ford, now employed as book-keeper for the Union

Furniture Company; Laura, engaged in tiie mil-

linery business; William, a graduate of the Rock-

ford Business College and book-keeper for the

Mantel and Furniture Company; Fannie, Mar}',

Ilattie and Blanche, all j-et at home.

In his political attiliations, Mr. Thompson is a

Republican, and, sociallj^, is a member of the Ma-

sonic lodge of this city. He is also a stockholder

in the Peterson Land Syndicate, having" an ad-

dition of three hundred and eleven acres near

Ro'ckford,.and is interested in the Rockford Mantel

and Furniture Company, tiie Roj'al Sewing Ma-

chine Company, the Rockford Planing Mill Com-
pany and other corporations. Although he started

out in life so young, and has had many difficulties

to overcome, he has steadily worked his way upward

to a position of affluence. He resides at his pleas-

ant home at No. 709 Elm Street.

i^EORGE H. BALDWIN. There is in the

G( (^fj
development of every successful life a

^/^ principle which is a lesson to every man
following in its footsteps, a lesson leading to a

higher and more honorable position than the ordi-

nal'}'. Let a man be industriously ambitious, and

honorable in his ambitions, and he will rise,whether

having the prestige of family or the obscurity of

poverty. These reflections are called forth by the

study of the life of Mr. George H. Baldwin, whose

reputation as an honorable, upriglit citizen is not

merely local, but extends over a wide scope of

country.

Mr. Baldwin is a native of the Em|)ire State,

born near Rochester in 1836, and was but a year

old when he was brought to Illinois by his parents.

His father, Thomas Baldwin, followed the life of a

mechanic, and our subject's youthful days were div-

ided between assisting on the farm and in attend-

ing the common schools, in which he received a

fairly good education for that earl}' day. In con-

nection with his farming operations, the father also

followed the trade of a carpenter and under his

supervision our subject became quite proficient

with the tools.

In 1859, and in Roscoe, 111., our subject was

married to Miss Jane Kerr, a native of Roscoe and

the daughter of Charles and Ann F. (Meas) Kerr,

the former a native of Scotland and the latter of

England. Her parents were married in Canada

and came thence to Illinois about 1839. The father

was a heavy contractor on the Illinois Canal and

was situated at Lockport, near Joliet. His wife

died near Roscoe about 1879, when fiftj'-five years

of age, and three months later he followed her to

the grave, d3'ing at the same place when seventy-

two j'ears of age. Tlie}^ were the parents of eleven
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children, three sons and eight datigliters, all of

whom are living and the heads of families. The}- are

scattered through four States. The eldest of this

famil}' is fifty-six years of age and the )-oungest

twenty-nine. Four of the children reside in Koscoe.

Our subject and wife have resided in Roscoe

since their marriage, and in that town all their

children were born. They buried two infants, and

now have six sons and one daughter living, viz:

George E., now twenty-nine years of age, married

Miss .Tean Sands, and resides on the old homestead;

he has two children. Fred Baldwin, a butcher of

Rockford, married Miss Cora Frost; Giles H.,

single, is a machinist at Beloit; Willis C, single,

also a butcher; Glenn C, single, is engaged in the

dair}' business; Grace A., is attending school and

James R., a bright schoolboy.

Mr. Baldwin has just been elected Assessor, in

which capacity he served twenty-one years and has

been School Director since his majority, also for

some time Trustee in the church of his choice, the

Methodist. Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin removed from

their farm where they had a most charming and

pleasant rural home in 1889, and purchased a good

house and lot in Roscoe. They are well known
and respected in this county and are prominent in

all public enterprises. Mr. Baldwin is a member

of the Modern Woodmen, and is an earnest advo-

cate of the principles of the Republican part}'.

\fl OIIN T. SAVAGE is a member of the well-

known and prosperous firm of Savage &
Love, successful jobbing manufacturers, pat-

tern and model makers, making a specialty of

pullej'S, shafting, etc. This firm threw its doors open

in June, 1874, at No. 640 South Main Street, and

have scored a success beyond their most sanguine

expectations. The business was originally started

in a small part of the large building they now oc-

cupy, but from the first they met with success.

Energetic, reli.able, conducting their business on

the most elevated plane of mercantile honor, and

practically conversant with it in all its details,

their firm has become the representative one in its

line in the city. From fifteen to twent}- men are

employed all the time, and a large amount of first-

class work is turned out daily. Messrs. Savage and
Love are skilled mechanics and machinists, and
the latter became familiar witli his trade, as a

pattern and model maker and iiiillwright in this

city during his boyhood.

Mr. Savage was born in (^ueboe. Canada, lji\t

when nineteen years of age came to the States.

where, on the 1st of January, 1864, he enlisted in

the Seventh Maine Battery, and served as artificer

most of tlie time until the close of the war. He
was in the Army of the Potomac and i)articipated in

the battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, and
other prominent engagements. He was honorably

discharged at Augusta on the 25tli of June, 1865.

One year after returning from the war, he came
to Rockford and has since been joined b}' two sis-

sters, both now married: Annett, wife of D. A. K.

Andrus, a book dealer of Kockford, and Jane, wife

of C. G. Smith, a house painter and decorator.

The parents, Joseph and Sophronia (Shepherd)

Savage, were natives of Canada and were of Scotch-

Irish descent. They passed their entire days in

Canada, the father engaged as a tiller of the soil,

the latter dying at the age of seventy-two, and the

mother at the age of fift3--seven. They were mem-
bers of the Episcop.al and P)aptist Churches, respec-

tivel}'.

When he first entered the United States, Mr.

Savage, our subject, located at Portland, Me., but

on the 24th of May, 1866, he came to Rockford,

111. He had learned the carpenter and the joiner

trade and was thus eng.aged until the present firm

was established. Since then he has developed

other branches of business as a iiattern and model

maker.

The subject of tliis sketch was married in his

native country to Miss Sarah J. Wallace, who was

born and reared in the Province of Quebec and

who is of English descent, her father, Job Wal-

lace, being a native of Newcastle, England, and a

farmer by occu]3ation. The latter came to Canada

when a single man and there married Missl^leanor

Wormwood, a native of Canada. They were

Methodists in their religious views.

Seven children have blessed Mi-, and Mrs. Sa-

vage's union, viz.: Fred A., a clerk with his father;
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Percy A., a paper lianger and decorator of Mason

City, Iowa; Bruce W. A., a paper hanger and deco-

rator, resides at home; Max, Carl, Kenneth and

Rex, the four last also at home. Socially, ]Mr. Sav-

age is a member of G. L. Nevius Post No. 1,

G. A. R., and has filled most of the ofHces in the

same. He is also a member of the AVoodmen, Work-

men and other orders. In jjolitics, he is a Repub-

lican. He and Mrs. Savage attend the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and the latter holds membership

in the same.

<JI 1»ILLIAM II. GILMAN, deceased, who was

\/\//l ^'^'^ iiiiown as a teacher, law3'er and

^^^ banker, was born in Bristol, N. H., Febru-

ary 4, 1807, and was a son of Nicholas and Nancy

(Holt) Gilman. He was reared and educated in

his native State, where he engaged in teaching for

a time. When a young man, he went to Canada,

there studied law, was admitted to the Bar and

commenced practice in the town of Sherbrooke,

Province of Quebec, where he remained until

1837. He then came to Illinois, accompanied by

his wife.

They came by way of the St. Lawrence River,

canals and Lakes to Chicago, where a horse and

buggy were purchased, and they drove on to Bel-

videre. At that time, there was not a bridge

across any of the streams, and the land in North-

ern Illinois was all owned bj^ the Government.

Mr. Gilman made a claim and erected a log cabin,

in which he and his wife began life in the West in

true pioneer style. For some 3'ears deer and other

wild game were plentiful. When the land came

into market, he went to Galena and entered his

claim at the land office. For two years, he resided

upon his farm and then came to Belvidere, where

he embarked in the practice of law. A few years

later, he went to Chicago, purchased property and

built a home, lie then took a contract to build a

portion of two railroads then in process of con-

struction. The family resided in Chicago for two

years, then returned to Belvidere, where our subject

resumed the practice of the legal profession and

later engaged in banking until his death, which

occurred on the 7th of October, 1877.

Mrs. Gilman bore the maiden name of Juliet Walk-

er. Their union was celelirated December 1 1, 1834,

in Peacham, Vt. The lad_y was born at that place,

April 15, 1808, and is a daughter of Joel and

Alice (Houghton) Walker, the former a native of

Massachusetts and the latter of Keene, N. II. Her fa-

ther was a pioneer preacher and there engaged in

mercantile pursuits for some j'ears, and was also

Postmaster at that place. He came to Illinois in

1839, and, purchasing land in Boone County, en-

gaged in farming for some jears, after which he

came to Belvidere and lived retired throughout

the remainder of his life.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gilman were born six chil-

dren, three of whom are yet living, a son and two

daughters: Helen A., wife of H. P. Peck, a resident

of Beloit, Wis.; William IL, who married Sarah F,.

AVilliams, and is living in Chicago, and Kate M.,

widow of Winnie J. Sager, who now resides with

her mother at the old home. The family are all

Presbyterians.

Politically, Mr. Gilman was a Democrat. He

always took an active interest in public affairs and

extended a helping hand to any enterprise calcu-

lated to benefit the city. He was instrumental in

securing the location of the Northwestern Rail-

road to Belvidere, to wjiich he donated five acres

of land in the cit3^ He was a lilieral contributor

to the various churches and was a piililic-spirited

and progressive citizen, widely and favorably

known in this community.

=«^

'

"^AMKS R. BARTLP:TT, who is at present

residing in the city of Rockford, was born

at Marlboro, Vt., August 24, 1819, and

while an infant his parents removed to

Cheshire County, N. H. His father, Jonas Bartlett,

was also born at Marlboro, the date of his birth

being December 25, 1798. He was a farmer by

occupation and descended from a sturdy race of

New Englanders.

Jonas Bartlett in 1818 was married to Miss E.

Robertson, daughter of James Robertson, who was
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reared in Cheshire County, N. II. The ancestors

of Mrs. Bartlett, both paternal and maternal, were

very prominent in educational and public affairs,

some of them being legislators and statesmen. Tlie

parents of our subject in the spring of 1835 re-

moved to Le Roy, Genesee County, N. Y., where

thev purchased a farm near a popular academy, in

order that their children might have the best edu-

cational advantages.

He of whom we write is one in a family of seven

children, all of whom are living, with the exception

of E. L., who died iu Chicago in tlie autumn of

1890, aged sixty-nine years. Those living are

James R., Elias L., Lucy W., Nathaniel, Susan K.,

and Jonas. Our subject was a lad of sixteen 3'ears

when he went tx3 Le Roj', N. Y., where he worked

on a farm during the summers and attended school

in the winter seasons in the old academj- which

was known as the Old Round House. Prior to

reaching his majority, he taught school for two

years in Bergen Township, and after attaining

the age of twenty-one, he followed the occupa-

tion of a teacher for some time. For four years

he served as School Commissioner, during which

time he introduced the first AYebster's Unabridged

Dictionary ever used in school. His father was a

zealous Methodist, and although young Bartlett

was strongly inclined to the Presb^'terian faith, he

worshipped with his parents and when quite young

was a Class-leader.

September 19, 1841, Mr. Bartlett of this sketch

and Miss Julia Ann, daughter of Lucius and Eliza-

beth Parks, were united in marriage. Her parents

were natives of Rutland, Yt., and later locating in

Le Ro3', N. Y., resided there for some twenty

years, where they were engaged in farming during

the greater portion of the time. They came to

Illinois in November, 1854, and settled in Rock-

ford, where thcj' have since made their home, with

the exception of a few years spent in New Milford.

Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett have three children who

are deceased, namel3': George Lincoln, James R.

and Mrs. Mary H. H. Talcott. The members of

their family who are living bear the respective

names of Franklin P., Frances E., Charles M., Cor-

delia J., now Mrs. C. N. Anderson, and Nellie C,

a maiden lady who resides at Marshulltown, Iowa.

60

Mrs. Bartlett departed this life in December, 1882,

mourned by a large circle of friends. Our subject

has been connected witli tlie First Congregational

Church of Rockford for many years, and in liis

political relations is a zealous Republican.

APT. JOHN B. NASH, a highly esteemed

citizen of Rockford, is a veteran of the

late war, where he won a good record for

faithful service, though he sacrificed his health for

his country. A native of Alaine, our subject was

born in Parkman, Piscataquis County, February

14, 1831, and is the son of John Nash, who was

also a native of the Pine Tree State. The grand-

father of our subject, Jonathan Nash, hailed from

Massachusetts, whence he removed to Maine, being

one of the pioneers of the town of Miuot. Thence

he removed to Auburn, Me., where he purchased a

farm and resided until his decease, which occurred

at the advanced age of niuetj-three years. He
served as a patriot in the Revolutionary War.

The direct progenitor of our subject was reared

on the home farm, and after his marriage resided

in the town of Parkman a few years, when he re-

moved to Auburn and made that place his home

until 1855, which was the date of his advent into

Illinois. On coming hither, he located in DeKalb

County, where he purchased a farm and resided

for a number of years, thence removed to Rockford,

where his death occurred at the age of eighty-eight

years. Rachael C. Banks, the mother of our sub-

ject, was also born in Maine, and departed this life

in Rockford.

John B. Nash was reared and educated in the

Pine Tree State and there resided until 1851, when,

like so many others afflicted with the gold fever,

he went to California via the Isthmus of Panama.

He was there engaged in mining and resided for

four years, when he returned to Maine and soon

after came to Illinois. He resided for a time in

De Kalb Count}-, and in 1862, on the outbreak of

the late war, raised a company, and in the fall of

that year was elected its Captain, the same being

known as Company G, One Hundred and Fifth Illi-

nois Infantry. He was mustered in at Dixon on Sept-
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ember 2, and served with liis regiment until July,

1864, when his resignation was accepted on ac-

count of disability. Capt. Nash spent the follow-

ing winter in Belvidere and then came to Rock-

ford, which has since been his home.

Mary A. Williamson and our subject were united

in marriage in ]8iJ8, and to them have been born

three children: Earl L., Jay B., and Guy H., the

first-born, who died in his thirtieth year. Capt.

Nash is a prominent member of Nevius Post

No. 1, G. A. R., and in politics votes the straight Re-

publican ticket. For fifteen years he served as

Assessor of Rockford, and for six years was the

incumbent of the responsible office of Deputy-

Sheriff. He is prominent in social matters, being a

member of Rockford Lodge No. 102, A. F. & A. M.,

of which society he has been Secretary for four-

teen years. He has also occupied that position for

six years in the Winnebago Chapter No. 24, R. A.

M., and for six years was Recorder in Crusader

Commandery No. 17, K. T.

D

/i^^ YRUS B. JUDD, an extensive farmer and

(|( stock-raiser of Pecatonica Township, Win-

^^^' nebago Countj^, has been a very prominent

factor m its development in an agricultural way,

and is the proprietor of a beautiful estate compris-

ing two hundred and sixty-eight acres, of which

one hundred and twenty-five were left to him by

his father.

I\Ir. Judd of this sketch was born in St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., June 11, 1830, and is the son of John

B. and Louisa S. (Judd) Judd. John B. was resid-

ing at home at the time of his marriage, and on his

father's death fell heir to the estate, to which he

later added until he had one of the finest farms in

the township. His father had been married in

Messina, N. Y., and at the time of his removal to

Illinois in 1854, he was accompanied by Cyrus B.,

who was an only child.

The lady to whom our subject was married De-

cember 26, 1860, was Miss Maria N. Kellogg, who
was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., April 14,

1837. She was the daughter of Albert and Nancj*

(McDonald) Kellogg, the former of whom was

born in New Hampshire and died in the above-

named county in New York. To Mr. and Mrs.

Judd have been born two children: Laura B.,

whose birth occurred August 14, 1872, was gradu-

ated from the Pecatonica schools, and is now en-

gaged in teaching in this township.; Lucius J. was

born June 17, 1879, and is prosecuting his studies

in the district schools.

Mr. and Mrs. Judd attend the Congregational

Church, of which they are members and active

workers. He is a Republicau in politics, having

cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln. Mrs. Judd

is a very intelligent lady and while residing in

New York taught school for seveu years and w.as

similarlj' employed for two terms in Burritt Town-

ship.

fAMES BLISS, an extensive farmer and stock-

raiser of Owen Township, has been a very

prominent factor in developing and extend-

ing the large agricultural interests of Win-

nebago County. He was born in Troy, N. Y.,

January 22, 1822, and is the son of Christopher

Bliss, who was born and reared in New England.

Later, he went to New York State, where he served

as Captain on a river steamer for some time, after

which he engaged in the mercantile business in

Savoy, Berkshire County, Mass., whither he had

removed in 1822.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Achsah Demming; she was a native of AVeth-

ersfield, Conn., and was the daughter of Capt.

John and Elizabeth Demming. Iler father was

commander of a vessel for some time, and when

abandoning that line of work engaged in farming

in Savoy, ISIass., where he spent his last years. The

father of our subject departed this life in 1827, and

his widow, after again marrying, died in Westfield,

Mass.

James Bliss of this sketch was an infant when

his parents removed to Massachusetts, where he

was reared to the age of fifteen years in Savo3'.

Then starting out in life for himself, he worked on

a farm for a time, when he found employment as
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clerk in a store for one year. Later, however, learn-

ing the carpenter's trade, he followed that line of

work until his marriage, when he again began farm-

ing, purchasing a tract of one hundred acres in the

town of Adams, Mass., which he cultivated success-

fully until 1863, the date of his advent into Win-

nebago County. He had visited this section in

18,50, at which time he entered one hundred and

sixty acres of land with a soldier's land warrant,

for which he paid $110. He now has one of the

finest and best-improved farms in the county,

which comprises two hundred and thirty-two acres.

The lady to whom Mr. Bliss was married bore

the maiden name of Lydia Fife. She was born

in Berkshire County, Mass., and died on the

farm in Owen Township in 1863. Our subject was

then married to Miss Annie M. Colton, who was

born in Westiield, Mass., and departed this life in

1882. The present wife of Mr. Bliss, prior to her

marriage, was Miss Amanda Henderson. In religi-

ous affairs, our subject is a member of the Baptist

Church, and occupies a prominent position among

the wealth}^ farmers of this section.

MORY HAMILTON ALLEN, one of the

extensive land-owners of Boone Count}',

residing in Belvidere, claims Maine as the

State of his nativity. He was boin on the

16th of May, 1816, in that part of Cumberland

County which is now included in Androscoggin

Count}'. The family is of English origin and was

founded in America by Samuel Allen, of Bridge-

water, Somersetshire, who came to America, accom-

panied by his wife, Ann, in 1620, and settled in

Braintree, Mass. Their son Samuel was born in

1632, and became a large land-onner in Braintree

and Bridgewater. He married Sarah Partridge and

unto them was born Josiah Allen in 1677. He

wedded Mary Reed and their son William was

next in the line of descent. He was born in 1726,

and was the great-grandfather of our subject. His

wife bore the maiden name of Susanna Packard.

Abel Allen, the grandfather of our subject, was

born in Bridgewater, Mass., in 1760, and removed

thence to what is now the town of Auburn,

Androscoggin County, Me., becoming a pioneer of

that locality. Throughout the remainder of his

life, he there engaged in farming. His wife was

Mary Diiliugliam, who was liorn in Massachusetts,

and was of English descent.

The father nC our subject, Lebheus Allen, was

born in Cuniberhmd County, Me., July 4, 1792, and
learned the trade of a carpenter following it in

connection with farming. He married .loannah B.

Nash, who was born in the .same town as her hus-

band in 1794, and was a daughter of Jonathan

and Anna (Bird) Nash, natives of Worcester and

Dorchester, Mass., respectively. He was a Revolu-

tionary soldier and participated in the famous

battle of Bunker Hill. For a few years after their

marriage, Jlr. and Mrs. Allen resided in the town

of Auburn and in 1822 removed to the town of

Heliron. l^pon tlie farm which was there pur-

chased, they both spent the remainder of their

days. The father died Septemlier 8, 1872, and the

mother in November. 1873. They had eight chil-

dren: Araory H., Mary, Leblieus, William N.,

John H., Charles A., Bernard B. and IMelvin A.

The boyhood days of our subject were spent in

the town of Hebron. He seemed to possess a na-

tural taste for mechanics but remained at home

and assisted his father in the farm work until

twenty years of age, when he served a short ap-

prenticeship to the carriage-making trade and then

began business for himself in Buckfleld, Oxford

County. Me., where he continued to operate until

1846. He then sold out and engaged in the manu-

facture of rakes for three years, after which he en-

gaged in the manufacture of powder for about

four years. We next find him engaged in general

merchandising, which he carried on in connection

with the manufacture of boots, shoes and clothing

until 1866, when he disposed of his business inter-

ests in the F^ast.

Mr. Allen has been twice married. t)n the 18tli

of May, 1839, Zilpha Cushmau became his wife.

She was born in Buckfleld, Me., was a daughter of

Caleb and ^lary Cushman, and was a lineal descend-

ant of Rev. Mr. Cushman. the Pilgrim. She died

November 17, 1865, leaving four children, who

are yet living: William Wallace, Joanna B., Walter

F. and A. Hamilton. Frances had died at the age
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of seven and a half years and Augusta became the

wife of L. Ashton and died at the age of twenty-

flve years, leaving one son, Ra3-. Mr. Allen was

again married, February 8, 1870, his second union

being with A))igail >Sampson, who was born in An-

droscoggin County, Me., and is a daughter of Seth

and Deborah (Record) .Sampson, both natives of

Maine. Her paternal grandfather, Abel Sampson,

was a native of M.issachusetts, but her maternal

grandparents, Daniel and Abigail (Damon) Record,

spent their entire lives in the Pine Tree State. The

father of Mrs. Allen was for man^' years Justice of

the Peace and served in other offices. He sjjent

his entire life in Maine and died at the age of

eighty-four years.

In 1866, Mr. Allen came with his family to

Belvidere, and purchased a farm in the town of

Flora about five miles from the cit3\ He there en-

gaged in farming and dairying and introduced the

first Jersey stock into this section of the country.

In 1886, however, he rented his farm and, remov-

ing to Belvidere, has since lived a retired life. In

politics, he is independent. Within the past two

years, he has devoted much of his time and atten-

tion to art and has painted many beautiful pictures

of landscapes, flowers, animals, etc. It is a pleas-

ant way in which to spend his leisure time and he

thereby also furnishes beautiful adornment for his

home. Although he began life in limited circum-

stances, he has worked his way upward and lias ac-

quired a competence which now enables him to

enjo}' a well-earned rest.

E^^
^^^SCAR BERGQUIST, who is now living a re-

(1 I'
^'^'^'^ ^'^^ ^^ '*'* pleasant home on tlie cor-

^^f' ner of Fifth Street and Fourth Avenue in

Rockford, is numbered among the earl^^ settlers of

this city of 1855. He has witnessed almost the

entire growth of the place, and has been promi-

nently connected with its business interests. As

he is widely and favorably known in this commu-
nity, we feel assured that this record of his life

will prove of interest to many of our readers.

Mr. Bergquist was born in Vcrmland, Sweden,

August 6, 1826, and is a son of Capt. Carl Axil

Naucler, who came of French descent. For many
years, he was connected with the arm)', and for his

services and bravery received prominent recogni-

tion from the Swedish Government, being given a

star and two gold medals. He died at the advanced

age of seventy years. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Katie Anderson, was a Swedish

lady, and was called to her final rest at the ad-

vanced age of eighty years. They were both Luth-

erans in religious belief.

Mr. Bergquist, whose name heads this record,

spent the days of his boyhood and youth in his

native province, and there learned the painter's

trade. Desiring to try his fortune in America, he

crossed the Atlantic in 1854, being the first of his

family to come to this country. He sailed from

Christiana, Norway, and, after a voyage of eleven

weeks and three days, landed in Quebec, Canada,

whence he made his way to Chicago, where he

spent one j'ear working at his trade. The fol-

lowing year, he came to Rockford and began busi-

ness as a painter. As he was a good workman and

straightforward in business, he received a liberal

patronage from the beginning, which constantly

increased until he had acquired a handsome com-

petence.

Mr. Bergquist was married in this city in 1855,

to Miss Anna B. Mork, who w.as born in Smoland,

Sweden, May 26, 1828, and is a daughter of Lar-

son Mork, a private soldier in the regular Swedish

Arm}', who after some years of active service, re-

tired on a pension and died at an advanced age,

in 1855. His wife survived him until 1857.

Their daughter came to this country in 1853, land-

ing on the 21st of October in Boston, where she

made her home for a year. The vessel in which

she sailed was nine weeks upon the bosom of the

Atlantic, and on the voy.age sixty of its two hun-

dred and fifty passengers died of cholera. Her

brother, John Larson, had come to the United

States a few months pi'evious.

For thirty-seven years, Mr. and Mrs. Bergquist

have lived and labored together, and their upright

lives and sterling worth have won them the high

regard of all they have come in contact. They

now have a pleasant home on Fifth Street and

Fourth Avenue, and he also owns one other good
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residence on the same block. Mrs. Bergquist was

formerly a member of the Lutheran Church, but

now belongs to the Methodist Church. The}' were

parents of nine children, five of whom died in

early infancy, and C. Gustave, William E., Ebba

J. and Ebba W., all died in childhood.

RS. MINERVA LE^^^aS, relict of Alfred

Lewis, who was a successful tiller of the

*•' soil in Illinois for m.any years, was origin-

ally from the Empire State, born in Mon-

roe County, near Rochester, in 1803. She is a lady

in ever}' sense of the term, and one whose refined

presence and noble qualities of mind and heart

have endeared her to a large circle of friends. Her

parents. Philander and Wealthy (Parks) Barret,

were natives of New England, and came when

3-oung married people to Monroe County, N. Y.,

when the country was wild and unsettled. Mrs.

Lewis remembers that they said they saw leeks six

inches high on the 16th of March. They came in a

one-horse wagon and brought Mrs. Barret's par-

ents with them, Christopher and Sarah (Mansfield)

Parks, both natives of New Hampshire, where Mr.

Parks had followed f.arming until quite aged.

They died in New York State, the father when

sixty }'ears of age, and the mother at the verj' un-

usual age of over four-score, her grandmother liv-

ing to the age of ninety-nine. She retained her

faculties to the last, and when dying said to her

son Christopher, "I am going," immediately after-

ward expiring; the grandfather Parks died at the

age of sixty years. They were the parents of a

large famil}' of children.

Mrs. Lewis is one of fourteen children, and her

father died on the farm he had taken up in New
York State in 1814, when forty-four years of age.

His wife survived him many years and died in

1849, an octogenarian. Mrs. Lewis was married

Januarj' 25, 1827, in Monroe County, N. Y., on the

farm where she was born. Her husband, Alfred

Lewis, was nearly three j^ears younger than her-

self, and was a blacksmith in his earlier days.

He learned his trade when seventeen years of age,

but only worked at this seven j'ears, when he

moved to Huron (now Erie) County, Ohio, and

purchased a farm of one hundred acres of prairie

land. To this he added from time to time until

at the end of twelve jears he owned a section of

land. This he then sold and took in part payment
a small farm in Wisconsin, near Clinton, but ho

located in the northwest corner of Roseoe Town-
ship in 1844, making a claim of several hundred

acres. He immediately went to work improving

this and put one hundred .acres in wheat. Maii\

of Mrs. Lewis' neighbors' farms were part of this

claim, and when Mr. Lewis died, in 1874, he owned
but fortj' acres, on which Mrs. Lewis is now resid-

ing, and ten acres of timber three miles east of Ros-

eoe. He erected many buildings, and the cobble-

stone house in which his wife is now living with

her daughter, Mrs. Helen Enos, was erected by him

in 1854. He was an honest, upright, worth}' citi-

zen and was universally respected. His death oc-

curred on Febrtiary 14, 1874. when sixty-eight

years of .age.

Of the thirteen ciiildren liorn to this respected

couple, eight died in infancy. Those who reached

mature years were Maj. Alfred Lewis, who was born

in 1828, married in Roseoe Miss Diana Brown, and

in 1850 went to California during the gold fever

excitement, going overland. He remained in that

State until 1865, although he had visited his aged

parents in the E.ast, and then volunteered in the

army. He served as bugler and died the victim of

camp fever, with eleven of his comrades. He is

buried in Arizona. The other children are Min-

erva .Jane, now Mrs. J. .1. Mosher, of Nebraska;

Martha Ann, now Mrs. Kendrick Scovill, of Ne-

braska; Emily P., Mrs. Sherwood Moss, with whom
our subject is now living; and Helen, now Mrs.

Leonard Enos. Mr. Moss was a cavalryman and

served through the entire war.

Mrs. Lewis has been a member of the Baptist

Church since a young girl, and her husband, the

principal part of his life, was a Deacon in this

church. In politics, he was an Abolitionist and a

Republican. Although quite aged, time has dealt

leniently with Mrs. Lewis, and she bids fair to live

many years longer. She is an excellent lad\' in

every respect, and has passed her days in following
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the precepts of the Golden Rule, and may the sun-

set of her life be peaceful and happy, as it has ever}'

prospect of being. This venerable lady has six-

teen grandchildren and several great-grandchil-

dren. Mrs. Enos has three daughters: Cora M.,

Cicely W., and Alice B., aged sixteen, fourteen

and five years, resi)ectively. Miss Cora is a junior

in the High School.

^^-"^^'

^ANIEL SILLARS owns and operates one

hundred and seventy-nine acres of land

on section 25, Harlem Township, and is

one of the representative farmers of Win-

nebago Count}-. He claims .Scotland as his native

land, his birth having occurred in Kintyre, Argyle-

sliire, in April, 1833. His father, Ducan Sillars,

was born in the same locality and was reared to

agricultural pursuits. He wedded Mary McWill-

iaras, daugliter of Alexander McWilliams, and unto

them were born six children: Alexander, Archi-

bald, Agnes, Ducan, Daniel and Mary. Archibald

resides in New Zealand, and the other members of

the family are now living in America. The mother

died in her native land and there the father re-

mained until 1854, when he crossed the broad

Atlantic to America, taking p.assagc on board the

''John Hamilton," which sailed from Greenwich

on the 17th of June. He was accompanied by three

of his children. Helandedat Quebec after a voy-

age of seven weeks and thence came directly to

Illinois, settling in Guilford Township, Winne-

bago County, -where he rented land and engaged

in farming. His death occurred in 1869.

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his

boyhood and j'outh in the county of his nativity

and acquired his education in its public schools.

He -was a young man of twenty-one years when, in

1854, he accompanied his father on his emigration

to America. On locating in this county, he com-

menced life for himself, working as a farm hand

by the month. As the result of his industrj' and

econoni}-, he was soon enabled to lease a farm, and

for thirteen 3-ears he operated rented land. Hav-

ing acquired some capital during that time, he, in

1869, purchased the farm which he now owns and

occupies. Within its boundaries are comprised

one hundred and seventy-nine acres of arable land.

His home, a comfortable residence, is in the midst

of good outbuildings, such as are found on a model

farm, and these in turn are surrounded by well-

tilled fields, whose neat appearance indicates the

thrift and enterprise of the ow-ner.

As a companion and helpmate on life's journey,

Mr. Sillars chose Miss Janet Andrews, a native of

Argyleshirc, Scotland, and a daughter of David

and Janet (Howie) Andrews. Mrs. Sillars came

to America in 1852; after living six months in

Ohio, she removed to Illinois, and located in Guil-

ford Township. The parents are both dead. They

were the parents of thirteen children, of whom
ten are still living. Our subject's marriage was

celebrated January 28, 1869, and their union has

been blessed with five children, two deceased.

The three daughters are Nettie, Agnes and Eliza-

abeth. The parents and their eldest daughter are

members of the Willow Creek Presbyterian Church.

The Sillars household is the abode of hospitalitj^

and the members rank liisrh in social circles.

HARLES E. BENGTSON is a member of

the firm of Bengtson Brothers, dealers in

cigars, tobacco, snuff, sporting goods, etc.

They have a fine and well-arranged store located

at No. 619 Seventh Street, where thej- have been

engaged in business for some time. They started

on a small scale, but as their trade increased they

have had to enlarge their capacity, and are now
doing an extensive business, being wholesale deal-

ers in snuff. Their 's was the first business of the

kind started on the famous "Phoenix" Street.

For five years, they have carried on operations un-

der the title of Bengtson Brothers, Fred Bengtson

being the partner of our subject.

The Bengtson familj' came to Rockford in 1866.

Charles E. was born in Sweden on the 9tli of Jan-

uary, 1863, and was therefore quite small when

with his parents he crossed the Atlantic to Amer-

ica, the family coming on at once to Rockford.

The father, Andrew Bengtson, died in this cit}'

when little past middle life. His wife still makes
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her home with her sons in Roekford, at the age

of sixty years. She is a member of the Swedish

Lutheran Church, to wliich Mr. Bengtson also be-

longed.

Our subject has spent almost his entire life in

this city. He was here reared to manhood and

acquired his education in the public schools.

Since attaining his majority, he has voted with the

Republican part3', of which he is a stalwart sup-

[lortor, and socially he is a member of the Knights

of Pythias Society on the East Side. On embark-

ing in business, he chose the enterprise to which

he yet devotes his energies. The Bengtson Broth-

ers are wide-awake and industrious 3'oung men,

ambitious and persevering, and are already win-

ning a well-deserved prosperity. Their trade

yields them a good income and is constantly in-

creasing. In connection with their other interests,

they also own seventeen furnished rooms in a Bat

immediately over their store. They are also

stockholders in the Royal Sewing Machine Com-
pany in this city, and have interests in other local

enterprises, and in real estate. Mr. Bengtson, who
has so long resided in this city, is well known,

and among his wide circle of friends are many
who have been his acquaintances since bo.yhood.

»i5^^5^—sa '^ ^=^^'^

^' EREMIAII CAjNIPBELL. This well-known

pioneer of Winnebago County was identi-

^^.
I

tied with its most progressive measures, and

^f^^J was one of the influential citizens of Du-

rand Township. He was a worthy rei)resentative

of a patriotic and honored family, some of whom
early founded homes in America. His paternal

ancestors originated in Scotland and were promi-

nent in many of the wars during the early history

of this country, one member of the familj^ having

been a noted Captain in the War of 1812.

The parents of our subject, Samuel and Grace

(Plumb) Campbell, were natives of St. Albans, Vt.,

where the last-named entered into her final rest.

About 1838, Samuel Campbell moved to Winne-

bago County (whither he had been preceded by a

son) and here spent the twilight of his life, pass-

ing awa}- in 1814 at the age of eighty-two. His

son Jeremiah was born April 5, 1818, in Grand
Isle, Vt., and came to Illinois in 1837, entering

one hundred and sixty acres of Government land

and engaging in clearing and cultivating the

place.

The first marriage of our sul)joct united him
with Miss Lois B. Hoyt, June 30, 1839, and one

child was born of the union, a son, P^dward, who
married Kate Smith; he resides in Durand Town-
ship, and is the father of three children. October 19,

1843, Jeremiah Campbell was again married, choos-

ing as his wife Miss Cynthia E. Hoyt, a sister of

his first wife. This lad}- was born in St. Albans,

Yt., November 11, 1828, a daughter of Heman and
Susan (Franklin) Hoyt. Her grandparents, Jona-

than and Lois (Bradley) Hoyt, were natives of

Connecticut, and were pioneers of St. Albans, Vt.,

where they spent the closing years of their lives.

Henian Ho^'t came to Winnebago County January

3, 1837, his family having arrived here the preced-

ing October. He died in this county near the place

of his first settlement, at the age of seventy-three,

and his wife died at the same place when fifty-six

years old.

When Jeremiah Campbell left St. Albans, Yt.,he

went to Wayne Count}-, N. Y., where he remained

some time with a sister, and after her death ac-

companied his brother-in-law to Michigan. He
came to Winnebago County with his father some

time later, the journey being made with a one-

horse wagon. As he had n(j capital, he was obliged

to operate Government land, but as soon as he had

accumulated sufficient money he purchased a farm

and constantly increased his landed possessions

until he acquired a large property. During the

early days of his residence in this county, Chicago

was the nearest market and post-office, and the in-

tervening country was sparselj- settled. Mr. Camp-

bell was a Republican, but not a partisan politician,

and his place in the esteem of his fellow-men was

so high that his death, April 25, 1884, was widely

mourned.

The family of our subject consisted of four chil-

dren: Romeo H., born September 15, 1844, is married

and has five children; Eva M., born December 21,

1854, married Louis Goodricli, and they reside in

Nebraska. One child is deceased. Frank B. was
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born July 25, 1846. He was married December

29, 1870, to Miss Belle Adams, who was born in

Livingston County, N. Y., October 31, 1852. They

have three children living, as ff>llows: Lula A.,

born April 11, 1881; Ralpii E., March 2,1886;

and Roy, April 19, 1888. Tlie mother of this

family, Mrs. Cynthia Campliell, still survives

in the enjoyment of good healtii. and makes her

home in Durand Township. Tlic members of the

family enjoy the respect of tlicir large number of

acquaintances, and their position in the commu-

nity is among the best people.

OLK R. TILLERSON. No one is to be more

complimented on the perfect method and

order with which their agricultural affairs

are conducted, than he whose n.ame is given above.

He is a farmer, one of the most successful ones of

tiie county, and, although of foreign birth, he

has ever taken a deep interest in the progress and

development of his adopted country. Mr. Tiller-

son was born near Vosbcrgen, Norway, on the 29th

of August, 1823, and his father, Trond Tillerson,

who was a carpenter by trade, was also a native of

that country. Tiie elder Mr. Tillerson was married

in Norway to Miss Tilda Tillerson, and they became

the parents of six cliildren, one daughter dying in

Norway when a small child. Tliree sons and two

daughters grew to adult years and came to Amer-

ica. In 1848, two years after our subject came to

America, the parents crossed the ocean and died on

this side of the Atlantic, with their son, Ole Til-

lerson, both when about seventy-three years of

age. All these children are now deceased except

our subject.

After his marriage, which occurreil in Norw.ay, to

Miss Martha Myra Tillerson, in 1845, our subject,

with his bride, took passage on a sailing-vessel .at

Bergen, and, after an ocean voyage of forty-six

days reached New York City. From there they went

to Milwaukee, by river, canal, and the Lakes, and

were about two weeks in making the trip. After

reaching that city, they went with ox-teams to their

present home, and the following year Mr. Tiller-

son bought one hundred and twenty acres of Gov-

ernment land. He had but $80 in money and one

cow, and, his claim costing him $160, he had to

borrow, paying fifty per cent, interest. (We might

mention here that the man who charged this high

rate of interest died in the poor-house.) Mr. Til-

lerson erected a rude log house and resided in it

for about two years, when he was joined by his

parents, and he and his father bought forty acres,

upon which both resided for some time. Our sub-

ject lost his wife on the 9th of July, 1863. Their

union had been blessed by the birth of eleven

children, five daughters and six sons. One son

died in infancy, and in the fall of 1853 they

buried two little girls, Carrie and Emeline, both

dying inside of two weeks, of typhoid fever.

There were six persons prostrated in the house at

one time with this disease.

On the 15th of September, 1868, Mr. Tillerson

married Miss Christe Sleen, from Vos, Norway,

who came over in 1866, and the fruits of this union

have been nine children. They lost one daugh-

ter, Emma, a student of Rockford Seminary and a

very promising young lady. Her death occurred

on the 26th of January, 1892, and she would soon

have graduated at the Seminary. She was a young

lady of more than usual promise, and her sunny,

pleasant disposition won her many friends. The

living children are as follows: Ceril, now an

invalid in Chicago; Martin, Andrew, Ella, An-

nie, Sarah, Kanut, and Dena, all at home. Mr.

Tillerson has eight children living by his first wife:

Heur}', a hardware merchant of Chicago; Tilda, in

Chicago; Thomas N. runs a stock ranch in New
Mexico; Lewis is a merchant in Dakota; Martha

married Mr. O. Olonson, a painter of Chicago;

Ellis owns a sheep ranch in Dakota; Betsy is in

Chicago; and Fr.ank, a carpenter of Chicago. All

but Frank are married and doing well in business.

Mr. Tillerson has now four hundred and forty

acres of land and forty acres of second-growth tim-

ber. He raises all the small kinds of grain; raises or-

dinary stock, and milks from twenty-five to thirty-

five cows, sending the milk and cream to the fac-

tory. Mr. Tillerson hasalw.ays voted the Republican

ticket, and was elected Supervisor, but did not

qualify. He has been administrator for estates

reaching many thousands of dollars, and guardian
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for six minors iu one estate and two in anotlier.

He is highly' esteemeci in the community', and liis

honesty and uprightness are unquestioned. Honor-

able and upriglit in all his dealing, he has been en-

trusted with the finances of several estates, and is

in every way worthy of the trust reposed in him.

He and Mrs. Tillerson and their children are mem-
bers of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, and are

the founders of this church in the northern part of

the township. Although they brought but little of

this world's goods to this country, they respect the

word of God and place tlieir faith and trust in

(Tod, and have become prosperous and happy. Mrs.

Tillerson 's aged mother, now seventy-three j-ears

of age, has been with her on a visit since June,

1891, and, as much'as she loves her daughter, her

only child, and her grandchildren, she sighs and

longs for her mountain home in Norway.

Although Mrs. Tillerson is not what one would

call an educated lady, she is still more intelligent

than man}^ college-bred ladies, and has taught her

children the Norwegian tongue, besides instruct-

ing them in many other useful ways. Mr. and

Mrs. Tillerson 's greatest and most earnest wish is

that their children will alwaj'S respect the word of

God, and be considerate of the poor and suffer-

ing. "While the early death of their daughter was

a sad blow, and a trouble that seems hard, very

hard, to bear, they still think that the cloud has its

silver lining, and that " a good God reigns over

all." Her funeral was one long to be remembered

on account of the large concourse of friends who
paid their last respects to the dear departed one.

/^\A HARLES MAYER. Among the prosperous

[i( p citizens of Rockford, who have here accu-

^^^ mulated a goodly fortune, may be men-

tioned the subject of this sketch. He was born on

the river Rhine, at Nierstein, Hesse-Darmstadt,

March 8, 1851. In his native land he grew to man-

hood, and, when eighteen years old, in 1869j en-

listed in the Hessian Pioneer Company, Ninth

Army Corps, his division general being Prince Lud-

wig, now Grand Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt. He

served throus^hout the Franco-Prussian War, and

washonorably discharged, January 6, 1872, as Cor-

poral of his company. Mr. Mayer participated in

the battle of Carzellio, August 14, 1870, and four

days afterward took part in the battle of Grave-

lotte, the greatest engagement of that well-known

war. He was also present at MeLz, Orleans, South

of Paris, and Le Mans, including several minor en-

gagements, making fourteen in all. He was par-

ticularly fortunate, for he was neither wounded
nor taken prisoner, and was always on duty. For

four months he served as advance guard, and is

justly proud of his military record, having served

his country with fidelity and valor.

At the close of the war, Mr. Mayer returned to

his home, and at once commenced making prepar-

ations to emigrate to America. March 10, 1872,

he left his home and took passage from Hamliurg on

the steamer " Ilarmonia," Capt. Meyer command-
ing, and landed in New York City on the 28th of

March, after a voyage of eighteen days. Two sis-

ters and two brothers had preceded him to the

United States. The younger brother, Ferdinand,

lives in Wisconsin and is a grain-buyer; Albert is

a barber in Rockford; a sister, Mrs. Baumgartner,

is the wife of a baker of New York City. The

father of this family, Cornelius Mayer, was a

miller and wine-maker on the Rhine, and died in

his native place when forty-six j'ears old.

The grandfather of our subject, Jacob Mayer,

served under the first Napoleon, and participated

in the battles of liCipsic and Austerlitz, as

well as other prominent places. He died in the

'40s, when quite full of years. He had married a

Miss Zeigler, whose brother Henry fought with

Napoleon at the battle of Moscow and in other en-

gagements. The mother of our subject, who was

formerly Miss Eva Schmitt, was born, reared, and

passed her entire life in Hesse-Darmstfldt, dying in

18.'j9. at the age of forty-four. In her religion

she was a Catholic, while her husband was a Pro-

testant. The maternal grandfather of our sub-

ject, Jacob Schmitt. was a member of the Hessian

parliament for years, and was a prominent citizen

of Nierstein.

When Mr. Mayer came to Rockford in 1873, he

had onlj- $6.50, but by prudence and energy has

become well-to-do. He is the owner of a fine prop-
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ert3' of two acres, with two houses, his business

property, a valuable lot at No. 108 Piast State

Street, and a two-story residence at No. 712|-

Elm Street. The business in which he is success-

fully engaged is that of a wholesale dealer in beer

and a retail bottler of the same, at Nos. 1310 and

1312 Charles Street. He is a stockholder in the Mer-

chants' and Manufacturers' Bank, the Nelson Hotel,

and the Rockford Driving Park.

The lady who became the wife of our subject in

Rockford was Louisa Strieker, a native of Wur-

temberg, who accompanied her parents to the

United States and settled in Belvidere. Her father

died in 1872, when sixty-eight years old; his wife

died .January 9, 1881, in her seventy-first year.

They were members of the Lutheran Church. Mrs.

Mayer is a loving wife, and devoted to her three

children: Carl H., Amelia R., and Harry G. So-

cially, Mr. Mayer is identified with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. For the past

seven years he has served as President of the

Rockford Germania Singing Society. He is a pub-

lic-spirited man, always interested in the welfare

of the city, and contriliutes liberally to the poor

and needy.

/^\\ LAUS H. ANDERSON is engaged in general

(l(^_, farming on section 9, Cherry A' alley Town-

^^^ ship, where he operates three hundred and

sixty-five acres of good land. Throughout his en-

tire life, he has engaged in agricultural pursuits.

He claims Sweden as his native land, his birth

having occurred on the 7th of .luly, 1!S51. Men-

tion is made of his family in the sketch of A. J.

Anderson on another page of this work. The days

of his boyhood and youth were spent in the land

of his nativity, no event of special importance oc-

curring during that time. In 1875, he came with

his parents to this country. They sailed from Got-

tenburg to Liverpool, England, whence they

crossed the Atlantic to Boston, Mass., and thence

came to Rockford, where the father and step-

mother of our subject are now living, lioth being

well advanced in 3'ears.

Mr. Anderson, of this sketch, since locating in

this count}', some seventeen years ago, has followed

farming. For eleven years, he was engaged in that

pursuit in New Milford Township and is now a

leading agriculturist of Cherry Valley Township.

He has been quite successful in his business career

and has steadily worked his way upward, overcom-

ing tiie obstacles in his path, until he is now well-

to-do. He may well be termed a self-made man,

for bis prosperity is the result of his own efforts,

good management and close application to business.

Mr. Anderson was married in the city of Rock-

ford, the lady of his choice being Miss Mary Farb,

who was born in Smoland, Sweden, in 1853, and

came to this country when a maiden of about six-

teen summers. She took up her residence in Rock-

ford, and her parents afterward crossed the Atlan-

tic, becoming residents of Winnebago County.

They purchased a farm in Rockford Township,

where they are now living, both being well ad-

vanced in 3ears. Mr. Farb had served in the

standing army of Sweden a good many years before

he came to America.

The union of Mr. Anderson and Miss Farb has

been blessed with five children, and the family cir-

cle yet remains unbroken. They are as follows:

Alma J., Edward II., Charles G., Otto H. and Edna

.T. The parents are both members of the First Lu-

theran Church of Rockford and are enterpiising

and industrious citizens, well and favoralil}' known

in this communit}'. They take an active interest

in all that pertains to the general welfare and the

upbuilding of the county. In polities, Mr. Ander-

son is a Republican Init lias never sought or desired

oflicial preferment.

^^V—^^—~^—

W^ylLLIAM NELS(_)N. If in the city of

Rockford there is one business more suc-

cessful than all others, and attracting

wider notices from other cities, it is the Nelson

Knitting Company, of which the subject of this

sketch is Director, and Superintendent of the Ma-

chine Department. The company furnishes steady

employment to five hundred persons, and such is

the demand for their goods that the full capacity
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of the plant is run night and day. The five thou-

sand dozen pair of hose, wliich is tlie daily aver-

age, find a read}' sale iu every part of the United

States, and have a reputation which is excelled

b}' the products of no other manufactor}-.

This enterprise, whicli has been steadil}' and

rapidly increasing in magnitude since 1870, is

the outgrowth of the genius of the inventor,

John Nelson (of whom see biography), the father

of our subject. With reference to the Nelson

Knitting Machines, itmaj- be truthfully' said that no

invention of the kind equals them. In addition to

his interests in this manufactorv, ^Ir. Nelson is a

Director in the Rockford Folding Bed Manufactur-

ing Compan}', and in the Manufacturers' National

Bank. He is also Vice-president of the Forest City

Knitting Company, another prominent factoiy, lo-

cated on the east side of the Rock River and

employing about three hundred men. This is a

successful industrj' and a valuable acquisition to

the manufactories of Rockford.

Among the noteworthj' additions to the city

of Rockford, and one which is looked upon with

special pride b}' the people, is the elegant new

hotel, containing five hundred rooms, erected in

a modern stjle of architecture and complete in

every appointment. The house, which is called

the Nelson House, in honor of its chief promoter,

is unexcelled by any other hotel in the State out-

side of Chicago, and is probably one of the best

throughout the entire Northwest.

These and other enterprises, including landed

additions to the city and their improvement,

have received the hearty support and active en-

couragement of Mr. Nelson, besides his financial

assistance. The shrewd and careful way iu which

he has conducted his business affairs proves him

to be a man of much natural tact and ability, and

he is likewise the inheritor of some of his father's

mechanical ingenuity', which enables him to con-

duct and manage the great machinerj' developed

by his father. A stranger is impressed with the

accuracy and perfection of the complicated ma-

chines, as well as by the skill which oversees and

guides the whole.

William Nelson was born in Rockford, October

29, 1857. Ho received his education in the com-

mon schools and made the best use of his advan-

tages in that direction. Not many years ago, he

returned to his father's native land, Sweden, and
there took for a wife one of the fair daughters of

that country. Miss Oleva Olson, who was born

and reared there. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have a

beautiful home in the best residence portion of

Rockford, and with their two children, Louisa

and Elsie, are surrounded by all tlio 0(>inf(orts

which increase the pleasures of life.

Being of a social nature, Mr. Nelson has taken

especial interest in the order of Masonry and is a

Royal Arch Mason; a member of the Knights

Templar, or Commandery Degree, of tliiscity. the

Scottish Rites Consistory, of Freeport, 111., and the

Shrine of Chicago, making him a Thirty-second

Degree member of the order.

C«l I^ILLIAM J. COX. On a fertile and well-

\/iJ/l
f's'^'^'oped farm, consisting of one Inin-

^^ dred and sixty-five acres on section 15,

Burritt Township, Winnebago County, Mr. Cox
pursues the even tenor of his way, gaining the

good-will of his fellows and winning maintenance

from the soil. He was born in New Jersey, March

16, 1843, and is the son of William Cox, a native

of Hampshire, England, where the grandjiarents of

our subject spent their entire lives.

William Cox was reared and married in Eng-

land, setting sail from Liverpool with his }ouug

bride November 3, 1841, and landing in New
York December 24, of that j'eai'. They made llicir

home in New Jersey for five 3'ears, at the end of

wliich time the father of our subject removed to

Genesee County, N. Y., and in 1851 came b}' waj'

of the Lakes to Chicago, thence bv team to Rock-

ford, in which city he lived for a few months. He

later came to Burritt Townsiiip, where he pur-

chased forty acres on section 14, only six of which

were broken. Mr. Cox soon entered forty aci-es

more from the Government and again addi^d to his

estate eighty acres, upon which he i-esided until

1876, when he moved into the city of Rockford

and departed this life April 10, 1891.

November 3, 1841, the parents of our subject
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were married in England, the motlier being Ann
Radford, daugliter of James Radford. Her fatlier

came to the New World and lived with his chil-

dren until his decease. The mother of our subject

still resides in Rockford and has reared the follow-

ing ten children: William .J., Mary A., Alfred,

Charles, Maria, Alonzo, Carrie, Frank, Joseph and

Yern. Alfred served during the late war as a

member of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry and died

in the service.

Our subject was nine years of age when he ac-

companied his parents on their removal to the

Prairie State and here lie assisted his father in de-

veloping a new farm until reaching his twenty-

second 3'ear. During that time, however, he had

become the owner of eighty acres which are included

in his present farm and to which he has since added

until his estate comprises one hundred and sixty-

five acres. It is well improved with good build-

ings, and besides that tract Mr. Cox owns con-

siderable timber land.

The date which united the fortunes of Miss

Annie Sinitli to those of our subject was March 16,

1870. The lady was born November 23, 1845, in

Bedfordshire, England, where her fatlier, James

Smith, the son of Mark and Elizabeth Smith, was

born. The father was married in Bedfordshire to

a lady who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth

Bettle, a daughter of William Bettle. Mr. and Mrs.

Smith liad the following cliildren: William, Mark,

Susan, Tiiomas, George, Sarah, Alfred, James, Eliz-

abeth, and Mrs. Cox. The latter, together with

William and Mark, are the only members of the

family who came to America. Our subject and his

wife have one son, William (i.

^^jEORGE R. ATKINSON, a well-known

III (—., merchant tailor in Kockford, has his fine

^^5) parlors located over the Golden Eagle

Clothing Store, on the corner of West State and

North Main Streets. He has been engaged in

this branch of work since January 1, 1871, and

does the most extensive trade in the cit}', giving

employment to from eighteen to twenty men. Mr.

Atkinson came to this city September 10. 1864,

when he engaged to work for David Wallock &
Co., who are retired business men, now residing in

Chicago. Our subject acted as cutter for that

comjiany for seven years, and during the last two

seasons of his service received the largest salary

ever paid to a cutter in the Western country.

As before stated, in 1871 our subject launched

out in the merchant tailoring business on his own
account, and beside numbering among his cus-

tomers the best citizens of Rockford, he receives

orders for work in the different States from Maine

to California, which fact in itself indicates his

abilit}' as a skilled workman and business man.

George R. Atkinson was born in Cumberland

County, in the North of England, Septeml>er 19,

1835, and was a lad of eleven years when he was

bound out as a tailor's apprentice until reaching

his majority. When seventeen years of age, how-

ever, he decided to leave his master, and his

mother borrowing the money to pay his passage to

tlie United States, he, in September, 1853, boarded

a sailer at Liverpool, which landed him in the city

of New York six weeks later, where he engaged

to work at his trade. He was the eldest of three

children born to his parents, and is the only mem-

ber who makes his home in America. His father,

Joseph Atkinson, was a wool-weaver by trade,

and died in the prime of life, when our subject

was three years of age. His wife, who survived

him a number of years, died at the old home in

Cumberland, England, in July, 1881. She was a

very estimable lady and an active worker in the

Dissenters' Church. Mary A., the only sister of

our subject, died when onl^' three weeks old, and

his brother Thomas, who is one of the four oldest

engineers on the London & Northwestern Rail-

road in England, will soon receive a pension from

the company which he has served so many years

with never an accident.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

Boston, Mass., was ]\Iiss Julia A., daughter of Col.

J. C. Harper, who was a well-known and promi-

nent Mason in Wilson, P^rankliu County, Me.,

where he was born. Mrs. Atkinson was onl}' two

years of age when her mother died, and when

ready to enter school received an excellent educa-

tion, and is now one of the intelligent and cul-
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tured ladies of Rockford. .She has Ijecomu the

mother of two children, George and .lulia, who
are both deceased.

Mr. Atkinson, of this sketeli, is i)r<)ininenl in

Masonic circles, having taken tlie Thirty-second

Degree. He is also a member of tlie .Shrine of Me-

dina Temple in Chicago, is connected with the

Scottish Rites of Freeport, also with the Crusaders'

Commander}' No. 17, Winnebago Chapter No. 24,

and Blue Lodge Eastern Star No. 116. He is also

connected with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, in which order he holds a high place.

'jfjOHN .S. BATE has been identified with the

I
interests of Rockford for tlie past six years,

where he is carrying on his trade of carpen-

^^ ter and contractor. He makes his home at

No. 1001 Ashland Avenue, where he owns valua-

ble property and has erected a comfortable resi-

dence. He came to this section from Cherokee

County, Iowa, where he had been engaged as a

farmer for four j'ears.

The original of this sketch was born in Wayne
Count}-, Pa., April 27, 1853, and was there reared

to man's estate. His father, Robert Bate, was born

in Cornwall County, England, where, on attaining

manhood, he followed the occupation of a farmer.

He was married in his native country to Miss Pru-

dence Arthur, who was also born in the same

county as was her husband, and who accompanied

him soon after their union to the United States

in the latter part of the '30s. They arrived in

New York City after a tedious voyage of seven

weeks, and going at once to Pennsylvania located

on a farm in Wayne County, where the father is

still living, being in his sixtj'-eighth year. His

wife departed this life in 1866, leaving a familj'of

ten children, of whom our subject is the sixth in

order of birth, and the only one who makes his

home in Illinois. The parents of our subject, who

were Episcopalians in religion, were known and re-

spected for the honesty and sincerity of their char-

arcter, and possessed the friendship of the best cit-

izens in their community.

Young Bate, of this sketch, came to Illinois in

1876, and was later married to Miss Lucretia Kapp,
who was born and reared in Burritt Township, Win-
nebago County. She was the daughter of Ashley

Kapp, a well-to-do farmer of the above-named
townsiiip, and departed this life at her home in

tlie city of Rockford, Jul}' 16, IK'.M). She was a

devoted member of tlie Baptist Church, and left at

her decease one child, Robert Ashley. A daughter,

Lucretia L., died when fourteen months old.

The lad}- whom Mr. Bate chose as his second

wife was Anna A. B. .Seegert, who was born in Chi-

cago, July 2, 1870. Her early life was passed in

the Garden City, where she received an excellent

education in the public schools. Her father, Mor-

ris Seegert, was a native of Mechlenburg, Ger-

many, and came to America in the '50s. He is

at present living in Chicago, where he is a retired

boot and shoe merchant. His wife was also a na-

tive of the Fatherland, and was about twenty-one

years of age when she came to this country, being

the first of her family to make her home in the

New World. She was a working member of the

Congregational Church, and reared a family of

seven children. Mr. Bate stands well with his fel-

low-citizens, and is a sound Republican in politics.

With his wife, he is connected with the Baptist

Church, of which he has been a member for fifteen

jears. and a Deacon for the past two years.

E^^
]|( OHN Z. RYDBERG. The varied experiences

which have fallen to the lot of this promi-

nent citizen of Rockford entitles him to more

than passing notice. As a sailor before the

mast, and, in later life, a soldier in defense of the

.Stars and .Stripes, he gained a wide knowledge of

of men and things, which makes him a pleasant

companion and entertaining conversationalist. A
Swede bj' birth and parentage, he is nevertheless

intensely American in his ideas, and has cherished

a fond affection for the Hag of our country since,

when a boy of ten, he first saw it at his home in

Gottenburg.

Mr. Rj'dberg was born in Sweden, September

22, 1833. He emigrated to the United States in

1852, and was a sailor on a merchant vessel out of
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the port of Boston, from which city the sliip sailed

on the waters of the Atlantic and through the

Southern Ocean, passing the equator tour times and

touching the South American ports. In the

course of the vojage, Mr. Rydberg also sailed

on the Mediterranean Sea, and anchored at

Palermo, Sicily, besides other ports. At the re-

quest of his mother, he withdrew from the marine

service after being tlius engaged two or three

years, and coming to the States located in Chicago,

where he remained for a short time.

Coming to Rockford in 1857, Mr. Rydberg has

since made this city his home. When the Rebellion

broke out, he enlisted in the Seventy-fourth Illinois

Infantry, as a member of Company K, and in the

fall of 1862 accompanied his regiment to the Army
of the Cumberland, Sheridan's Division, Fourth

Army Corps. He participated in the battles of

Perryville, Ky., Stone River, Missionary Ridge,

Resaca, Buzzard's Roost, and other miner engage-

ments. At New Hope Church, he was wounded in

the right ankle from the bursting of a shell, and

was saved from what would have been a fatal

wound by his ammunition box, which staj'ed the

enemy's ball. Enlisting as a private, he was pro-

moted to Corporal, in which capacity he was dis-

charged at Nashville, Tenn, in the fall of 1865,

after three years' service.

Returning to Rockford, Mr. R3-dberg has since

been connected with the progress of this city and

has been identified with its foremost interests. He

has served for some time as City and Town Col-

lector, and is now Notary Public, besides which he

holds the position of Secretaiy of the Swedish

Mutual Fire Insurance Companj'. In politics, he

is a Republican. For some years, he has served as

Deacon in the Swedish Lutheran Church and is at

present Superintendent of the Sunday-school.

In Chicago our subject was married to Miss Ma-

tilda Blom, a native of Sweden, who accompanied

her parents to the United States in 1853 and with

them settled in Chicago. Her father, who was a life

guard to King Charles Oscar, died in Chicago, when

more than fifty years old, and her mother also

passed away in that city. Mr. and Mrs. Rydberg

have had eight children, three of whom are de-

ceased, namel}': Lydia, Charlotte and Benjamin.

Charles, who married Laura Nelson, of Rockford,

resides in Chicago ;
Olive is the wife of Paul Bat-

tenstron, a business man of Chicago ; Emma mar-

ried L. W. Keil, a jeweler of East State Street,

Rockford ; Joseph, who resides at home, is an

engraver in a silver plate company ; and Ebon is

clerking for his brother-in-law in C'hicago.

1
OBERT II. FARRANT. A farm of moder-

ate extent, but well-improved and man-

aged, and located in Roscoe Township,

Winnebago County, is the home of the

subject of this notice. The estate is supplied with

a full line of well-built edifices, which afford ade-

quate shelter for stock, and storage for the products

which are 3'ielded by the land, or manufactured

upon it. The owner of this comfortable home is

of English lineage and birth, his parents being

William and Caroline (Ilutchings) Farrant, wealthy

farmers in ICngland, the former of whom died when

our subject was an infant of three months.

He of whom we write was born in Devonshire,

England, September 29, 1822, and is the youngest

of seven children born to his parents. The eldest

son, Mark, died when young; the next son was Will-

iam, the heir to his father's vast estate. Mrs. William

Farrant died in her native land in 1864, at the ad-

vancedage of ninety-six years. Robert H., of this

sketch, left home when ten years of age, and went

to Dublin with a brother-in-law to attend school,

and there learned the upholsterer's trade. In the

spring of 1839, he embarked on a sailing-vessel,

"The New York," from Liverpool, and after a pleas-

ant voyage of thirt_y days, landed on the American

shore, in company with his brother-in-law, Robert

Conner.

The original of this sketch made his home in

Salem, Mass., for some twelve years, where be was

engaged at his trade, and in 1854 came West to

Gallipolis, Ohio. In December of 1863, he was

married in Janesville, Wis., to Miss Almira, daugh-

ter of Daniel Goldthwait, whose birth occurred in

Danvers, Essex County, Mass., and who was a potter

bj' trade, which was the calling of his father I:>efore
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him. The fainilj' trace their anccstrv back four

generatiuns, to John, Daniel and David Goldth-

wait, who came to this country in an earlj' day.

The father of Mrs. Farrant emigrated to Cleveland,

Ohio, in 1834, but soon returned to his native

State, where his decease occurred at sixty-four

years of age. He was followed to the Ijetter land

fourteen years later by his good wife, who bore the

maiden name of Susan Curtis.

To Mr. and Mrs. Farrant has been born one son,

his natal da}' being March 12, 1866. They located

in Roscoe Township, tliis county, in M.aj' of that

year, where they purchased sixt}- acres of improved

farm land, to which the}' have since added seventy

acres. The former tract was purchased from Will-

iam and David Randall, who emigrated from Eng-

land, and entered the land from the Government in

1844. Our subject has been engaged in the up-

holstering business at Beloit, Wis., much of the

time since locating here, during which time he

rented his propert}'. He is now managing affairs

himself, and cultivates the soil in a most intelligent

and profitable manner. In earl}' life an old-line

Whig, Mr. Farrant became a Democrat at the time

Stephen A. Douglas was nominated for the Presi-

dencj'. His son, Henry Ross, was a student at

Beloit for a number of years, but was compelled

to abandon his studies on account of his health,

and is now at liome cultivating the farm.

^-^ M ^—

EDGAR N. LINCOLN, who was the owner

and occupant of a fine farm on section 3,

Flora Township, Boone County, was born

in Bonus Township, July 12, 1842. His father,

Jedediah Lincoln, was born in Middletown, Conn.,

where he was reared and educated, and on leaving

his native State went to Pennsj'lvania and made

his home for two years in Erie Count}'. In 1839,

he came AVest to Illinois, locating in what is now

Bonus Township, this county, and entered a tract

of Government land. There he resided for three

years,when, disposing of that property, he purchased

land in Flora Township, where his death occurred

October 26, 1888.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Marion Nichols, a native of Ciiautauqua

County, N. Y., and the daugliter of Piiineas Nicli-

ols. Her father, who was also a native of the

Empire State, when reaching mature years removed
to Ohio, and later came to Boone County, where
he was classed among the pioneers. He was a man
of considerable means, and investf<l his money in

Government land in Bonus, Caledfinia and Fhira

Townships. He only resided here a few years,

however, and, returning to the Buckeye State, there

passed his remaining \ears. The maiden name of

his wife was Esther (Jore. The mother of our sub-

ject died at the home of her daughtei- in lown,

October 17, 1889. She reared a family of live

children, viz.: Ph<Kbe E., Oscar J., Edgar N., Alice

M. and William P.

Edgar N. Lincoln attended the pioneer ,>chools,

and assisted in conducting the farm until Septem-

ber 4, 1862, when he enlisted in Company G,

Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry, and served in the

Union ranks until February, 1863, when he was

honorably discharged by special act of Congress.

He re-enlisted the same day, however, in Company
D, Mississippi River Marine Brigade, .and served

with that command until January 22, 1865, when

the command was disbanded.

November 15, 1866, when our suliject was mar-

ried to Ellen H. Moss, he located upon a portion

of the old home which he now owns and occupies.

He has made excellent improvements upon the

place and has the pleasure of knowing that his

farm is one of the best cultivated in the county.

Mrs. Lincoln was born in Spring Townsliii), this

county, while her father, Asa Moss, was born in

1818, in Washington County, N. Y. His father,

who also bore the name of Asa, removed from

Washington to Chautauqua County in 1820, and

resided there until 1836, at which time he caine

to Boone County, and made one of the first set-

tlers in Belvidere Township. He secured a tract

of Government land, iin))roved his farm and made

it his home until his decease. The maiden name

of his wife was Sally Shirwood.

The father of Mrs. Lincoln was reared in Chau-

tauqua County, and when a youth of eighteen

years, came to Illinois with his parents, and secured

a tract of Government land in Sining Townshif).
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After Lis marriage, lie sold liis property, and, re-

moving to Belvidere Township, ijurcliased a farm

which he occupied some years, and then lived re-

tired in the city of tliat name until his decease,

November 1, 1888. His wife was known in her

maidenhood as Alvira Stewart. She was born

in Erie County, N. Y., and was the daughter of

Hoseaand Phoibe (Aldrich) Stewart, natives also of

the Empire State, where their decease occurred.

Mrs. Moss came to Illinois with her brother Mathew,

in 1843. She now makes her home with Mrs.

Lincoln.

The following are the four children of Mr. and

Mrs. Lincoln: Carrie A., wife of Fred McCoy; Rosa

N., Gracie E. and Walter E. The parents are

both members of the South Side Baptist Church,

and, in politics, Mr. Lincoln is a Republican.

kEROY L. KIDDER, who was born in Me-

dina County, Ohio, February 12, 1832, is

the son of Benjamin and Jane A. (Palmer)

Kidder. The father was born in New Hampshire

and died in Pecatonica when seventj'-four 3'ears of

age. AVhile a resident of Ohio, he was engaged in

the lumber business,which he sold out in 1854, and

coming to Illinois purchased a farm in Seward

Township, Winnebago County. In politics, he

was in early life a Free-soiler and later joined the

ranks of the Republican party. Religiously-, he was

a Congregationalist.

The paternal grandfatlicr of our subject, .Joseph

Kidder, also hailed from New Hampshire and came

West to Ohio in 1816, where he died when seventy

years of age. The grandmother also died in the

Bucke^'e State in her sevent^^-second year. Ben-

jamin Kidder at one time walked from New
Hampshire to Ohio on a pleasure trip. Mrs. Jane

A. Kidder was born March 5, 1810 at Glens Falls,

N. Y., and was a daughter of Hamner and Deborah

(Lewis) Palmer. Her father came to Ohio in 1814,

where he combined the occupation of a merchant

and farmer and passed his last years, dying at the

age of ninety-four 3'ears. His wife also died in

Ohio in her flft3'-fifth jear. Mrs. Kidder departed

this life at Akron after having become the mother

of nine children, three of whom died in infancy

and four are now living. An uncle, Joseph Kidder,

was a patriot in the War of 1812, and a brother of

our subject, Benjamin Franklin, during the late

war, was a member of Company K, Sevent3-fourth

Illinois Infantry.

Le Roy L. Kidder attended the schools taught in

the old log cabin and remained at home until

eighteen jears of age. He then went West and en-

gaged in mining in the Sierre Nevada Mountains,

also in transferring goods from one camp to an-

other. Later, he became a large cattle dealer in

the West and in 1861, returning to Pecatonica, rode

a mule the entire distance. Purchasing land in

Seward and Pecatonica Townships, he added to his

tract until he became the owner of four hundred

acres of excellent land.

January 1, 1868, Mr. Kidder was united in mar-

riage to Miss Celia Searls, who was born April 17,

1843 at Hinckley, Ohio, and is the daughter of

Gilbert and Elizabeth (Ilalsted) Searls. The father

was a native of New York, and on coming to Se-

ward Township in 1858, here passed his last days,

dying when fort^'-nine years of age. His wife,

who was also born in the Empire State, is still liv-

ing and makes her home in Pecatonica.

Mrs. C. Kidder is one in a family of eight chil-

dren, seven of whom arc living. By her union

with our subject six children have been born, three

of whom are deceased. Those living are: Nellie

E., who was born June 25, 1868, is a graduate of

the Pecatonica schools, and at the present time is

conducting one of the best milliner}' stores in the

place. Ernest R. was born July 10, 1876, and

Lewis L., Jul}' 27, 1878. After his marriage, our

subject removed to the village of Pecatonica, where

he was engaged in the hardware business for two

years, at the end of wliich time he resided for four

years on his farm. He then returjied to the vil-

lage, took in as partner a Mr. Marston, and con-

ducted a general store under the name of Kidder

& Marston for two j'ears, when our subject pur-

chased the interest of his partner and operated the

business alone for ten and one-half years. The

firm st^'le then became Kidder & Swartz and his

present fine store building was erected. He of

whom we write is interested in the shoe factory in
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this place and gives liberally of his means to the

furtherance of all good objects.

Our subject and his wife attend the Jletliodist

Episcopal Church. Sirs. Kidder is connected with

the Woman's Relief Corps and Legion of Honor.

He of whom we write is a member of the Masonic

fraternity in Pecatonica, in which lodge he has

filled the positions of Secretary and Warden. He is

also a member of Lodge No. 173, I. O. O. F., and

has filled the principal chairs in that body three or

four times. The Ancient Order of United Work-

men claims him as one of its active members, as also

does the Legion of Honor. In politics, our sub-

ject is a Republican. He was Assessor of his town-

ship for a number of years, for ten years served as

President of the School Board, and was President

of the Village Board for one term.

The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Kidder were

Daniel and Plioibe (Fisher) Searls. Her father was

born June 3, 1811, in Greene County, N. Y., where

also the mother's birth occurred, March 19 of the

same year. She was the daughter of James and

Phcebe (Jameson) Halsted, her father born March

24, 1775, on Long Island, and died August 28,

1854, in Hincklej', Medina County, Ohio, when

seventy-nine years of age. Daniel Searls was

born in April, 1775, and also passed away in Hinck-

ley, Ohio, in his seven t}'-ninth3'ear,while his wife,

whose demise occurred in the above State, was

eighty years of age at the time of her death. Our

subject's maternal great-grandfather was held a

prisoner by the Indians for a number of months

and on making his escape was nearly starved to

death.

-— 4-

d^^^HOMAS W. COLE. The high standard of

excellence which marks the popularity of

any business house is maintained by the

firm of Cole & Day, dealers in all kinds of fancy

and staple groceries, located at No. 307 AVest

State Street, Rockford. The present firm was es-

tablished in November, 1879, and carries one of the

largest stocks in the city and is rapidl3' increasing

its business beyond its previous scope by honest

treatment of patrons and strict integrity.

Since 1865, Mr. Cole has been identified with

61

the business interests of Rockford, and for some
years was a tobacco dealer, later served as County
Treasurer for six years and was Township Col-

lector for two years. At present, hi^ is Alderman
of the Seventh Ward and as a strong Repuldican

takes an active part in [lolitk-al matters and is

prominent in public affairs. His fellow-citizens

have repeatedly called him to official positions of

honor and trust, which he has invariably filled

with credit to himself and satisfaction to all con-

cerned, and has been especiall}' active in all mat-

ters pertaining to the growth of the city.

Mr. Cole is a native of New York Cit}- and was

born November 9, 1838, but has been a resident of

Rockford since he was eighteen months old and

has seen this city grow from a straggling village

with a small population to a prominent position

among the best cities of the State. When the Civil

War broke out, he enlisted for three months in the

early part of 1861 and served during the period

of his enlistment as a member of Company D,

Eleventh Illinois Infantry. In July, 1862, he re-

eulisted in the Seventy-fourth Illinois Infantry as

a private in Company D, Caiit. Douglas and Col.

Marsh, commanding.

After organization, the regiment marched at

once to the South and was assigned to the Twen-

tieth Army corps, in the Army of the Cumberland.

Among the engagements in which Mr. Cole partic-

ipated were the battles of Perryville, Ky.; Stone

River (after which he was made First Sergeant),

Chickamauga. Missionary Ridge, Dalton, Buzzard's

Roost and Resaca. At the last-named place, the

Seventy-fourth took a very prominent part, and

Mr. Cole, in the thickest of the light, was wounded

in the right elbow by a ball from the enemy's

guns, which confined him to the hospital for six

months. Meanwhile, he was sent back to Rock-

ford, where his arm was amputated in November.

1864.

April 3, 1872, Mr. Cole was united in marriage

with Miss Alice Mentzer, who was born in Rock-

ford, January 11, 1849. She was reared and edu-

cated in this city, of which her parents were early

settlers. Mr. and Mrs. Cole are the parents of three

children, P'rank C, William J. and Lulu, all of

whom are at home. Mrs. Cole takes an active in-
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terest in all matters peitaiiiiug to the welfare of

the women of the city, and has for many years

been a prominent member of the Woman's Relief

Corps. Mr. Cole is a member of G. L. Nevius

Post No. 1, G. A. R., of Rockforrl, and has occu-

pied the Chair of Quartermaster of the post.

M. SOUTIIGATE, a retired business man
of Rockford, occupies a pleasant home at

No. 310 .South Second Street. He has been

a resident of this city since 1853, and has

therefore been a witness of much of its develop-

ment, aiding materially in its growth through his

exertions. In his youth, he learned the trade of a

tinner, and was thus engaged for some years, but

in 1862 embarked in the grocer}' business, in part-

nership with his father-in-law, C. A. Shaw. After-

ward, he carried on the business under the title of

Southgate & Hodson, following which he was alone

for three j^ears, and then for ten j'ears the firm was

known as Southgate Bros., J. M. and V. M. being

associated together. After many j'ears spent suc-

cessfuUj' as a merchant, our subject retired from

active business life in 1891, .and is now enjoying

the fruits of the toil of former years.

Mr. Southgate was born in Bridgewater, Windsor

County, A^t., and belongs to a substantial New
England famil}'. His father, Thomas, a native of

the Green Mountain State, died wlien forty-four

years old, leaving his wife with four little children

to care for. He was a farmer by occupation, and

a man of upright principles and the utmost probity.

His wife, whose maiden name was Delcena Marsh,

was born in Vermont, of worthy parents, and was

reared to womanhood in her native State. After

the death of Mr. Southgate, she was married to

Samuel Ilarwood, a native of New York, and after-

ward made her home on a farm in Orleans Count}'

until her death, when about four-score years old.

In Rockford, Mr. Southgate of this sketch was

married to Miss C. Jennie Shaw, who was born in

Lapeer County, Mich. Her parents, Calvin A. and

Clara M. Shaw, were natives, respectively, of Rut-

land andMiddlebury, Vt.,and after their marriage

in the Green Mountain State, removed to Michigan,

settling in Lapeer County, and improving a good

farm there. Afterward, Mr. Shaw became a mer-

chant, and in 1857 came to Illinois, engaging in

business at Rockford, in partnership with Mr.

Brockway, whom our subject succeeded. Mr. Shaw,

later, sold his interest in the store to Mr. Hodson,

and lived retired until his death, in 1879, at the

age of .seventy years. He was prominent in the

politics of the city, and a strong adherent of the

Republican party. He was an active member of

the Presbyterian Church, and served as Elder. His

wife, who was a noble woman and a faithful mem-
ber of the Presbyterian Church, died m 1887, when

seventy years old.

The family of which Mrs. Southgate is a member

consisted of three children, the others being C.

Adel, wife of William H. Worthington, of whom
see biography; and L. Kate, whose busliand is a

clergyman in the Presbyterian Church at Vin-

cennes, Ind. Mr. and Mrs. Southgate have two

sons: Harry, married Edith Wettstein, of Rochelle,

111., and is book-keeper in the Rockford Shoe Com-

pany; Clate R. married Daisy Harbough, and they

reside in Rockford. In their religious connections,

our subject and his wife are members of the First

Congregational Church, of which he is a Trustee,

and also Assistant Superintendent of the Sunday-

school. Politically, Mr. Southgate is a Prohibi-

tionist, and a l)eliever in reform along temperance

lines.

f/_^ ON. SELDEN M. CHURCH, who is one of

^ tlie prominent citizens of Rockford, was

born in East Haddam, Middlesex County,

Conn., ]\Iarch 4. 1804, and is the son of

Lazarus Church, wlio, as far as is known, was also

a native of Connecticut. His father, the grand-

father of our subject, bore the name of Ira Church,

and emigrated from the above-named State to New
York in 1804, where he spent his last years in Mon-

roe County.

Lazarus Church was reared to man's estate and

married in Connecticut, whence he removed the

same }'ear as did his father to New York making

the journey overland with his wife and family.
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He located in what is novi^ Monroe County, where

he purchased a tract of heav_y timber land about

twelve miles from the present site of Rochester.

Residing there a few years, he later took up his

abode in Avon, T^vingston County, where he car-

ried on his trade of a blacksmith. He was living

in that place during the War of 1812, and on one

occasion joined an independent company and went

to the rescue of the city of Buffalo. The father of

our subject resided in the Empire State until

1847, when he came West and, locating in this

city, here spent his last da)'S, dying August 8,

18,52, when seventy-four years of age.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Miss Catherine Brockway. and like her husband,

she was a native of Connecticut. She was the daugh-

ter of Abner and Catherine (Marvin) Brockwaj-,

and departed this life in Rockford. She reared a

family of four sons, namely: Selden M., Ul.ysses

F., Ira and William L. He of whom we write was

an infant when his parents removed to New York,

and, when old enough to attend school, received

his education in the pioneer log schoolhouse near

his boj'hood's home. He commenced when quite

young to make his own way in the world, being

variously emploj^ed in New York until January,

1835, when he came West with a team, stopping

for a while at the then village of Chicago. From

there he went to Geneva, now the county seat of

Kane County, where he was emploj'cd as clerk in

the store of a Mr. Herriugton, who was one of the

first settlers in that place. During that summer,

he visited Rockford, his business being to subpcena

a witness, the journej' being made on horseback.

In that early day, Winnebago Count}' was not or-

ganized, and the now prosperous and wealty city

of Rockford contained but two buildings.

Mr. Church, of this sketch, remained in Geneva

until the fall of 1836, when he came to this city,

and for many years was one of the most active

and influential citizens, until the infirmities of

old age compelled him to retire from business and

public life. He was one of the originators and

organizers of the Rockford Water Power Company,

and for some time served as President of the

Rockford Insurance Company, and as Director of

the Winnebago National Bank. He was elected

County Clerk in 1840, being the third incumbent
of that position, and in 1849 was elected County
Judge, in which capacity he served for eight

years. He was a member of 1lu- Constitutional

Convention of 1847, and was made a member of

the General Assembly in 18G2. He was appointed

a member of the State Board of Pulilic Charities

in 1868, and was one of the Commissioners desig-

nated by the Government to locate the bridge at

Rock Island.

The lady to whom our subject was married, in

1831, was Pamelia Stevens. She died in 1832,

and the ladj' whom Jlr. Church chose as his second

wife, in 1845, was Mary (Turner) Preston, who
was born in Cumberland County, Me., and was

the daughter of James and Nancy (Tombs)

Turner, and widow of Samuel I). Preston. Our
subject has one daughter living by his first mar-

riage, Katherine, now the widow of Theodore A.

Keeler. She is the mother of two children: Jennie

and Katherine. Mrs. Church had one daughter by

her union with Mr. Preston, who bears the name

of Mary.

& 'S2'<rr"^\^-^—— (S)

I L LI AM L. HARBISON. Prominent

V a///
'"iniong the citizens of Rockford stands the

name of Mr. Harbison, who has for years

been closely identified with the ))rcgress of the

city, and especially of the Fifth Ward, which he is

serving as Alderman. In October, 1881, he estab-

lished a mercantile business at No. 816 South Main

Street, where he has a large store, stocked with a

full line of goods. Among the public-spirited

citizens, stanch Republicans, and successful busi-

ness men of the city, he occupies a prominent place,

and is deserving of representation in this volume,

A native of the North of Ireland, and of Scotch-

Irish parentage, our subject was em-ly orphaned by

the death of his mother. His father, Mathew Har-

bison, afterward came to America, in 1849, and

engaged for some j-ears as a miner in California.

He made his home in the Golden State until his

death, at Valley Ford, in 1888, aged eighty-five

years. Our subject, after his mother's death, was

taken into the home of his uncle, James Harbison,
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with whom he came to America in 1850, when

fourteen years old. He remained for some time in

New York City, and served an apprenticeship as

clerk for six years. His Uncle James removed

AVest to Ohio, and died in that State in middle

life.

In the spring of 1856, Mr. Harbison came to

Rockford, where for some years he was engaged in

business as a contractor. Since he organized his

present business, in 1881, he has been the sole

proprietor, and has erected the substantial store-

building he now owns and occupies. He was mar-

ried in this city to Miss Anna A. Raymond, who

was born in Vermont, and came to Illinois when

quite 3'oung, accompanying her parents, Lemuel

and Laura (Wilkinson) Raymond. They settled

on a farm in Winnebago County, and after bring-

ing it to a high state of cultivation, retired to

Rockford, where Mr. Raymond died at the age of

seventy-six years.

Mrs. Harbison was reared in the parental home

and was for some years a teacher, following that

profession with success. Six children were born

to her, four of whom are deceased, three dying in

infancy, and Frank L., when a promising joung

man of about twenty-one years. Omer A. is at

present clerking in his father's store; Howard W.
married Susan I. Tisdale, who was educated in

Rockford, and was engaged as a teacher prior to

her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Harbison are attend-

ants at the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are

highly esteemed throughout the community.

T
OEL BURBANK, the efficient and popular

Sheriff of Winnebago County, was elected to

office in the fall of 1890, and in the dis.

^^fJ charge of his duties he has proved himself

worthy of the trust reposed in him. His entire life

has been spent in this community. He was born in

Harrison Township on the 12th of May, 1845, and

is a son of Eli Burbank, one of the early set-

tlers. His father was a native of Massachusetts and

was descended from an old New Jlngland family.

When a }routh, he removed to Cattaraugus County,

N. Y., where he grew to manhood upon a farm and

married Miss Amanda Grover. The3' came AVest

in 1835, and secured a tract of Government land

in Harrison Township, whereon Mr. Burbank made

his home until the early jjart of 1891, when he

came to Rockford to live with his son, and his

death occurred at Sheriff Burbank 's home on the

17th of Aijril. He lived the quiet, unassuming

life of a "farmer, was a worthy and valued citizen

and had the respect of all who knew him. In pol-

itics, he was a Rei)ublican, and was a member of

the United Brethren Church. His first wife died

in Harrison Township of a fever that was prevalent

in an early day. In Wisconsin, Mr. Burbank was

again married, his second union being with Mrs.

Anna Woodle, nee Smith, who was born in Kent

County, Del., December 26, 1809. Her first hus-

band died in Pennsylvania in the prime of life,

and when a young widow she came to the AVest.

Mr. and Mrs. Burbank lived together as man and

wife for fifty years. She is yet living and makes

her home with her son. She retains her memory
to a remarkable degree, but is now suffering from a

broken hip and the infirmities which declining years

bring. She is a member of the Free-will Baptist

Church, and a lady held in the highest regard by

all who know her.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Burbank were parents of ten

children, some born of the first and some of their

second marriage. There are three children of the

Burbank family yet living, two sous and a daugh-

ter: Amanda, now the wife of D. H. Elhs, of Rock-

ford; Joel, of this sketch, and Thomas, who wedded

Mary Hulctt and is a member of the fire depart-

ment of Rockford.

Our subject has spent his entire life in this

county. Under the parental roof, he was reared

to manhood, the days of his youth being passed in

the usual manner of farmer lads, attending the

district schools in the winter season and working

at home through the summer months. He has also

followed agricultural pursuits during the greater

part of his life, in fact, until his removal to Rock-

ford in 1891. He still owns his fine farm, which

is under a high state of cultivation and well im-

proved. He has been an influential and worthy

citizen of the community in which he has resided,

and for some years served his township as Col-
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lector. He was also Constable for fifteen years

and Deputy Sheriff for six years. On questions of

national importance, be always supports tlie Re-

pulilican part}-, but at local elections votes inde-

pendent and as an independent candidate ran for

Sheriff in the fall of 1891.

In Green County, Wis., Mr. Burliank led to the

marriage altar Miss Charlotte Davis, who was born

June 4, 1859, in Spring Grove Township, that

county. Her parents were David M. and Frances

(Boughton) Davis, natives of Pennsylvania and

New York, respectively. When young people,

they came West and were married in Green Count}-,

Wis., beginning their domestic life on a farm in

Spring Grove Township, whore the father is still

living at the age of sixt^'-two years. His wife died

in November, 1881, at the age of forty-four. He
is a Republican in politics, and a member of the

Baptist Church, to which Mrs. Davis also belonged.

Mr. and Mrs. Burbank are now residents of the

city of Rockford. They are genial, whole-souled

people and have many friends throughout the

community where they have so long resided. Mr.

Burbank is proving a capable officer.

y

'ifj
OEL E. CRONK, a retired farmer of Belvi-

dere, is a native of Dutchess Count}-, N. Y.

^^ 1
He was born September 17, 1830, and is a

^^^/' son of Enoch Cronk, who was born in New
York, March 11, 1804. The father was reared in

Dutchess Count}-, and wedded Mary Denney, who
was born in that county, June 28, 1806. They

removed to Tioga County in 1837, and Mr. Cronk

purchased a tract of land in comp.any with John

Thorne. He made his home in that locality until

1845, when he sold out, and bidding good-bye to

the East, came by the way of the Erie Canal and

the Great Lakes to Boone County, 111., being

one of its early settlers. Here he lived for a

year, and then purchased a tract of wild land

in Bonus Township, at $2.25 per acre, and also

bought some of the Government land at the

same time, at $1.25 per acre. On the latter,

he built a frame house, 12x20 feet, and made it his

home until 1868, when he sold, and purchased a
farm on Squaw Prairie. He afterward bought a

home in Belvidere, where he resided until his death,

on the 1st of November, 1884. His wife died in

November, 1887. They reared a family of three

children: Abbie .L, Riclmrd, and Joel E.

As soon as old enough, our subject began to aid

his father in the farm labors, and, on coming to

Illinois, assisted in the arduous task of developing

the wild land. In 1852, however, he left lionip,

and made an overland journey to Califdni in. lb-

started on the 10th of April, and on tlic 21^t of

September reached his destination. For a lime,

he engaged in mining, and then went to Scott

Valley, where he carried on a ranch, in connection

w-ith his brother Richard, until January, 1853.

He then went to Etna Mills, where he was employed

in a sawmill until autumn, when he returned home
by way of the Isthmus of Panama and New York.

Here he at once began to buy stock for a return

trip across the plains, and started on the lltli of

April, 1854. For five years, he engaged in farm-

ing and stock-raising in Siskiyou Count}', after

which he made a visit of a few mouths to his old

home. In January, 1860, he once more went to

California by way of the Isthmus route, and con-

tinued to engage in agricultural pursuits and in

stock-raising for six years, when he returned to

Illinois and settled on the homestead in I5onus

Township. Upon that farm, he resided until 1881,

when he purchased his present farm, a portion of

which is within the city limits of Belvidere.

On the 19th of May, 1866, Mr. Cronk was mar-

ried to Miss Lottie Boomer, who was born in Ellis-

burgh, Jefferson County, N. Y., and is a daugliter of

Allen Boomer, also a native of EUisburgh. The lat-

ter became a sailor w-hen quite young, and after-

wards was Captain of a lake vessel, which he sailed

for seven years. During that time, he visited Chi-

cago, then known as Ft. Dearborn, a small hamlet,

containing only a few log houses. He was offered

eighty acres of land, which is now in the heart of

the city, at a nominal price, but, thinking it too

swampy to become valuable, would not purchase

it. In 1841, he became one of the early settlers of

Stephenson County, where he resided for two years,

when he purchased a claim on Garden Prairie,
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Boone County. The farm which he there made

continued to be his home until 1869, when he

came to Belvidere,and lived retired until his death,

in 1875. In the War of 1812, he had served as a

drummer-bo3^ He married Niobe Franklin, a na-

tive of Sackett's Harbor, N. Y., and a daughter of

Abel Franklin, a second cousin of Benjamin Frank-

lin. Mrs. Boomer is still living, and makes her

home in Austin, 111.

Mr. and Mrs. Cronk are members of the Free

Metliodist Church, and are highly esteemed citi-

zens of tliis community. They have a family of

ten children: Florence J., Eugene, Wakeman H.,

Niobe M., Castellio, Lottie E., Mittie E., Benjamin

B., Louis A., and Ruby W.

#!•

ILAS B. MERCHANT belongs to that

sturdj', honest and independent class, the

farmers of Illinois, and is now engaged in

cultivating an estate comjjrising one hundred and

twent3- acres of land—twentj' acres of timber, and

the balance well adapted to the purposes of general

farming. He was born in Tompkins County, N.

Y., in 1836, but his father, Arlo J. Merchant, was

a native of Connecticut. Tiie elder Mr. Merchant

worked at his trade, that of blacksmith, all his life,

and also followed agricultural pursuits on a lim-

ited scale. His father, Enoch Merchant, was also

a blacksmith by trade, and moved to Tompkins

Count}', N. Y., with his family of three sons

and two daughters, at an early date, there passing

the remainder of his days.

Arlo J. Merchant married Miss Eliza Olmstead

of Tompkins County, N. Y., and after residing

there until 1854 the}- sold out and came to Illinois,

locating in Rockfovd in the fall of that 3'ear. They

came by rail and lirought fifteen of their seventeen

children with them, two remaining in New York

State. They subsequently settled in the village

of Winnebago and there the father passed away

within a year afterward, being only forty-six years

of age. His widow afterward married M. .T. I'pright,

who received his final summons a few j'ears pre-

vious to her death. Tiiey had moved to Rockford,

Iowa, and there her death occurred on the 27th

of June, 1890, when in her eighty-fifth jear. She

was quite active and vigorous until within a short

time of her death. Of the seventeen children born

to this much esteemed and respected lady, ten are

still living and heads of families. Mrs. Upright,

formerl}' Mrs. Merchant, sent ten sons to the vol-

unteer arm}' during the war for the Union, and one

son to the regular army after the close of the war.

One of the ten sons serving in the Union army died

in service, one was killed in action, one was killed

by the accidental discharge of a cannon, two were

promoted from privates to commissioned officers,

and these, with five others, were honorably dis-

charged at the close of the war. This is an extraor-

dinary record, and the more notable because neither

the mother nor her sons sought either notoriety

or recognition from the Government. However,

her case was brought to the notice of Congress

in Februarj', 1879, by the following letter from

the Hon. George W. McCrary, then Secretary

of War.

War Department, Washington, Feb. 11, 1879.

To Hon. N. C. Deering, House of Repts.

Sir:—I have considered the petition of

Mrs. Eliza Upright, of Butler County, Iowa, praj--

ing for the discharge from militar}- service of her

son, Norman M. Merchant, Battery B, Fourth Ar-
tillery, which petition was presented by you, and
is concurred in by numerous citizens. The dis-

charge of this soldier is asked by the petitioner,

who says that she is seventy-four years old, on the

ground that she had ten sons in the Union army
during the Rebellion, and the one above named, her

eleventh and j'oungest son, has served for over five

years in the regular army. She furnishes the names
of her sons and a statement of the organizations in

which they served: Enoch Merchant was Corporal

Company F, One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Illinois

Volunteers, and was honoralily discharged Septem-

ber 20, 1865, died in Sjcaraore, 111., .January 19,

1892; Aaron Merchant was private in Corapanj^

G, Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, and was killed

at Island No. 10, December 26, 1862, by the ac-

cidental discharge of a cannon; George W. Mer-
chant was a private in Company C, Seven tj'-fourih

Illinois Volunteers, afterwards a Lieutenant, and
was honorably discharged September 26, 1865.

He resides in South Dakota. DeWitt C. Merchant
was a private in Company C, Fifteenth Illinois

Volunteers, and was killed in action .luly 22, 1864,

at Atlanta; Silas B. Merchant was a private in

Compan}' G, Forty-fifth Illinois ^'olunteers, was
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promoted to First Lieutentant, and resigned Sep-
tember 25, 1864. He lives in Manchester, Boone
County, 111. Abel L. Merchant was a piivate in

Company C, Fifteenth Illinois Volunteers, came
home on a furlough and died in Winnebago, 111.;

David O. Merchant was a private in Company C.

Seventy-fourth Illinois Volunteers, and was hon-
orably discharged June 10. 1865. He lives in

Le Mars, Iowa. Lewis IL Merchant was a pri^'ate

in Company G, Forty-flfth Illinois ^^olunteers,

and was honorably discharged Sejitember 26,1864.
He lives in Kansas. Arlo J. JMerchant was a private

in Company G, Forty-fourth Illinois Volunteers,
and was honorably discharged September 25, 1865.

He lives in Rockford, Iowa. .Tames B. Merchant
was a teamster in the employ of the Quartermaster's
Department. He lives in Lanark, 111. Norman M.
Merchant enlisted JNIarch 3, 1873, as a private in

Company B, United States Cavalry, and was dis-

charged March 11, 1878, b3' reason of expiration

of term of service. He again enlisted May 4, 1878,
and was assigned to Battery B, Fourth Artillery,

and was discharged in accordance with his mother's
request.

On the last week of the third session of the

Fortj'-sixth Congress, a bill was passed to pay to

Mrs. Eliza Upright, of Rockford, Iowa, a pension

at the rate per month allowed to parents for the

loss of children upon whom such parents were de-

pendent. The action in bringing her before Con-

gress seems to have been prompted by a desire to

do her honor, as well as to testify in a substantial

manner the appreciation of the Government.

Silas B. Merchant was the eighth child and sev-

enth son born to this worthy mother of many
worthy sons. He was reared on the farm until

eighteen years of age, after which he began for

himself and learned the carpenter and joiner's

trade. He followed this until the breaking out of

the Civil War, when, in August, 1861. he enlisted

in the Forty-fourth Illinois Infantry, Company
G, and served all through the war. He enlisted

as a private and returned to his home bearing the

rank of First Lieutenant. He was wounded in the

arm and breast at the battle of Chickamauga and

was home for eighty days, after which he returned

to his regiment. He served three 3ears and four

months and on the whole rather enjoyed army

life. He lives over those days in memory.

Returning to his home, Mr. Merchant purchased

eighty acres of land for $1,800, going in debt

about $800. He was married in September, 1866,

to Miss Maggie (Tray, of Manchester, and they

settled at once in their present home. To the

original tract they have added forty acres and now
have a fine farm of one hundred and twenty acres,

on which are ample barns and out-buildings, as

well as a comfortable and pleasant dwelling. Mr.

Merchant raises all the ordinary crops of the sec-

tion, has some good stock, and keejis a small

dairy of six or ten cows. In the mouth of Octo-

ber, 1880, Mrs. Merchant died, leaving him with

four children, two sons and two daughters. They
had buried one infant son. Those now living are:

Ida M., now Mrs Henry Westrip, who resides on a

farm in Murray County, Minn.; Fred S. married

Miss Beatrice Ellsworth and is engaged in farming

in this county; Delia E., a young lady at home,

and Hayes B., who was born the day Rutherford B.

Hayes was elected President.

Our subject was again married, September 15,

1886, this time to Mrs. Mary L. Lovesee, nee De
Graff, of Roscoe, and this union has been blessed

bj' the birth of two daughters, the joj' and pride

of the household: Cora Belle, born April 2, 1888,

and Edna Maj, born January 11, 1890. This is

one of the pleasantest rural homes in the township,

and Mrs. Merchant makes a model step-mother.

Bj' her former marriage she became the mother of

two children: Fann}', who died in her fifth year,

and a son, Charles A., who is now fourteen years

of age. Mr. Merchant has been Road Commissioner

for twelve years, and belongs to Nevius Post

No. 1, G. A. R., at Rockford. He is a representa-

tive citizen and an honorable, upright man.

imm~~~

m URTIS R. BRIGGS, one of the prominent

citizens of the village of Winneli.ago, was

,

^-^ born in Sardinia, Erie County, N. Y.,

March 14, 1823, and is the son of Albert Briggs,

who was born in the town of North Greenwich,

Kent County, R. I., in which State his father,

Ephraim Briggs, was also born. The grandfather

later in life went to Western New York, where he

purchased land for each of his sons in the town of

Sardinia, and there spent the remainder of his life
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with his childi-en. The maiden name of his wife

was Miss Nancy Burlingame, also a native of

Rhode Island. The fatlier of our subject was one

in a family of nine children and was reared and

educated in his native State. He began teaching

school when a very j'oung man, and on going to

Chenango County, N. Y.,was married in Sherburne,

after which he removed to Erie County, where he

was one of the pioneers of Sardinia. He made his

home upon the tract of land which liad been given

bim by liis fatlier and erected a log house, in which

he established his family until a more suitable

structure could be built. There were no railroads

in the vicinity at that time and as the markets

wcro far distant, the inhabitants lived mostly

off the products of their land. Residing there

until tlie year 1838, tlie parents of our subject

started for the State of Illinois with their family of

six children, making the entire journey overland,

and July 2, of tliat year, arrived in Dixon, which

at that time M'as little more than a hamlet. The

following day, they went to Grand Detour and

occupied a vacant log cabin which they found for

a few weeks, during which time the father was en-

gaged in seeking a suitable location. Visiting this

county, he purchased a "squatter's" claim to two

hundred and forty acres of land in what is now

AVinnebago Township and for which lie paid |i750.

The maiden name of the mother of our subject

was Zaviah Jewell, who was born in Dudley, Wor-

cester County, Mass., and was the daughter of

Jesse Jewell. She reared a family of seven children,

namely: Paulina, our subject, Gleason, Irena, Irvin,

May A. and Byron W. She was a most worthy lady

and departed this life at the home of her youngest

son. He of whom we write was a lad of fifteen when

he came to Illinois with his parents, and remem-

bers well the incidents of the overland journey and

the many incidents and inconveniences to which

they were subjected in their new home. He liauled

the first load of wheat to Chicago ever taken from

Winnebago Township and was given thorough

training in farm pursuits. The lady to whom he

Was married bore the maiden name of Rachael

Wood, of New York. She was the daughter of

Joshua Wood, who was born in Massachusetts, and

after many years of happy married life, died June

8, 1874. The lady who became the second wife of

Mr. Briggs was ilrs. Narcissa (Folsom) Moore. Our

subject joined the Methodist Episcopal Church

when eighteen years of age, and in politics votes

with the Republican party.

,^., claims attention, is one of the represcnta-

lAi% tive farmers of Bonus Township, Boone

|) County, and a gentleman highly respected

alike for his business qualifications .and upright

character. He was born in Erie County, N. Y.,

October 5, 1842, and is the son of Erastus and

Nancj' (Spaulding) Morgan, for a further sketch

of whom the reader is referred to the biography

of Jacob Mabie, on another page in this volume.

Russell W. remained at home on the farm until

reaching his majority, when he went to Oil Cieek

and worked out by the day or month for three

years. Coming to this section in 1866, he purchased

one hundred and ten acres of land to which he later

added three hundred and ten acres and is now one

of the solid and influential agriculturists of the

county. He w.as married, in December, 1869, to

Sarah A. Bogardus, who was born in Cortland

County, N. Y., and was the daughter of Israel

R. and Irene (Brown) Bogardus. To them have

been born three children, namely: Fred B., who

was born April 17, 1874, was educated in the Bel-

videre schools, and resides at home; Frank R. and

Glenn, the former of whom was born in August,

1879, and the latter, June 30, 1882.

He whose name heads this sketch has alw.ays

been a Republican in polities and cast his first vote

for Abraham Lincoln for his second term as Pres-

ident. He has been honored with the offices of

Road Commissioner and School Trustee, the duties

of which he has filled in a creditable manner. Mr.

and Mrs. Morgan are members in good standingof

the Baptist Church, and in the Woman's Christian

Temperance Union, Mrs. Morgan is an active

worker.

Mr. Morgan is a self-made man in the true sense

of that term and has now one of the finest farms
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in the county and devotes his attention to mixed

agriculture. His wife's father, Israel Bogardus,

was born in Cortland County, N. Y., and is still

living, making his home with his children. He
came to Boone Count}' in 1848, in company with

his wife and four children. His wife, who was also

a native of the Empire State, died in this county

when tiiirtv-nine years of age.

mANK G. MORGAN is a wholesale dealer

in flour, feed, pressed hay and all kinds of

seeds at No. 502 West State Street. He has

carried on business for himself since November 1,

1886, the last four years of that time being

located at the above address. From the begin-

ning his trade has constantly increased, and l\y

his industry, perseverance and fair and honest

dealing he has worked up an excellent business.

Mr. Morgan has the honor of being a native of

Winnebago County, where his birth occurred Jan-

uary 24, 1857. His paternal grandfather, John

Morgan, a native of Livingston County, N. Y.,

followed the trade of a wagon-maker throughout

his life. He married a Connecticut lad}-. Miss

Betsy Hazen. His death occurred in Livingston

County, but his wife passed away in Rockton, 111.

J. George Morgan, father of our subject, was a

native of Livingston County, N. Y., and there

wedded Miss Mary Doolittle, who was born in

Ontario County. Soon afterward he emigrated

with his young wife to Illinois, locating in Winne-

bago County in 1855, and was engaged as a suc-

cessful farmer until his death. He was also an ex-

tensive railroad contractor, both before and after

coming to the AVest. His death occurred in Shir-

land, in 1872. Mr. Morgan belonged to the Meth-

odist Church, and in politics was a Republican.

His wife is still living in Rockford at the age of

fifty-seven years, and is a member of the Baptist

Church. This worthy couple were the parents of

six children who are yet living, three being now
married.

Our subject received the educational advantages

afforded by the common schools and Rockford

Business College, after which he engaged in teach-

ing for some time. He was joined in wedlock in

this city with Miss Carrie Case, who w.as born in

Chautauqua County, N. Y., April 19, 1857, and
when quite young came with lier mother to Illinois.

Her father, Charles Case, died in Chautauqua
County. His wife, whose maiden name was Sarali

Fitch, is yet living in Shirland Township, and is

now the wife of Seliastinn Fickes, a farmer of that

community.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Morgan have been born two

children: Mae C, and Clara F. The parents are

both members of the Court Street Methodist Cliurch

and are held in high esteem for their many excel-

lencies of character. At local elections, Mr. Mor-

gan votes with the Prohibition party and on ques-

tions of National importance supports the Repub-

lican party. He has made his home in Rockford

since 1877, and the property wliich he now owns

has all been acquired since that time. For eight

years, he was in the employ of J. G. Chick, a flour

and feed dealer, after which he began business on

his own account and has since successfull}' c:irried

on trade in that line. He ranks high in business

circles and is regarded as one of the valued citizens

of the community.

S^ILBERT F. SMITH, wlio is at present resid-

ing in the village of Pecatonica, was born in

^^^11 Geauga County, ()hio, April 8, 1827, and is

the son of Jolin P. and Maria (Ferriss) Smith. The

father, who was born in Massachusetts, died in

Ohio when seventy-seven years of age. He was a

pioneer farmer in tlie Western Reserve, where his

father located in an early day. The maternal

uncle of our subject, Edwin J. Ferriss, was a prom-

inent man in Ohio, making his liome near Cleve-

land.

Gilbert F. Smith, of this sketch, remained under

the parental roof until reaching his majority,

when, in 1848, he came to Stephenson County, this

State, and purchased land with a soldier's land

warrant; the land cost him only seventy-five cents

per acre. The lady to whom he was married, Sep-

tember 27, 1849, was born in Mt. Vernon, Ohio,

and bore the maiden name of Helen M. Shaw.
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She was the daughter of Joseph Shaw, who was

born in Manchester, England, on Easter Sunday,

in 1793. He emigrated to America wlien about

twonty-tive years of age, and was employed as a

worlvman in a cotton factory in Massacliusetts un-

til 1829, when he went to Ohio and engaged in a

woolen-mill. Thence, in 1853, he came to Illinois

and became a farmer in Stephenson Coiintj^, where

he was residing at the time of his decease in his

seventy-first j'ear.

He of whom we write was one of a family of

nine children, five of whom are living. By his

union with Miss Shaw were born the following

children, viz.: Devoisan A., who was Isorn in Ohio,

October 25, 1851; Alice (1., who was born in

.Stephenson County, tiiis State, Feliruary 11, 1853,

is married, and has one daughter; Herbert S., wlio

is also a native of the above countj^, was born No-

vember 23, 1855, and makes his home in Texas;

Ella M., liliewise born in Stephenson Count3', as

was also Flora 11., who is engaged in teaching

sciiool in Pecatonica.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith are not connected witli an\'

religious denomination, but contribute cif tlieir

means to the support of all. In politics, our sub-

ject is a Republican, casting his lirst vote for J. C.

Freemont. He has been prominent in local affairs,

and served for some years as an efficient member
of the School Board.

/^^\ •!• HEDLUND, a successful and po[iular

[l( merchant tailor at Rockford, was burn in

^i^y the Province of Wester Gotl\land, Sweden,

SeptcmVier 22, 1852. Wlien he was eleven years

old, he commenced to learn the trade of a tailor, at

which he was employed prior to emigrating to this

country. His ])arents, Andrew and Clara (Ander-

son) Iledlund, were born in Wester Gothland, Swe-

den, and belonged to good old families of that

province. After the birth of seven children, the

parents emigrated to America and proceeded to

Rockford, whither they were followed by our sub-

ject in 18G9. The father pursued various avoca-

tions until his death in 1885, at the age of sixt3'-

one years. His wife still m.akes her home in Rock-

ford, where she is highly respected, and a valued

member of the Swedish Lutheran Church, to which

her husband also belonged.

In a family of eight children, our subject was

tiic eldest son, and was reared in the parental home.

He was married to Miss Christina Johnson, who

was born in Sweden February 9, 1850. In the

spring of 1870, she emigrated to the United States

and settled in Rockford, whither her parents and

the other members of the family had removed the

year before. She is the daughter of John and

Anna (Larson) Swanson, who are now living on a

farm in Jackson County, Minn., and are in pros-

perous circumstances. They are adherents of the

Lutheran Church and are worthy people, esteemed

liy all who know them. Their family consists of

four children, two sons and two daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. Iledlund are the parents of four

living children, and have lost one by death. The

surviving children arc named: Julia, Arthur E.,

Ellen G., and Anna C. In politics, Mr. Iledlund

is a Republican, and socially is an active member

of the Ancient Order of Modern Woodmen. He
is a stockholder in what was formerly known as the

Merchant Tailor Stock Company, but is now oper-

ated under the title of Marsales & Hohnin.

>|/_, ENRY HARRISON CUSHMAN was born

[r j] in Paris Townsiiip, Oxford County, IMe.,

Aj^^ August 23, 1813. His parents, Caleb and

fvS' Thankful (Spaulding) Cushman, were also

natives of tiie Pine Tree State, and died at Paris,

Oxford County, the father at the age of seventy-

six, and the mother when eighty-three 3'ears old.

Three children comprise the parental family,

namely: Henry Harrison, of this sketch; Cynthia

E., who married Charles Y. C'ummings;and Clemen-

tine A.

Tiie paternal grandparents of our subject, Caleb

and S^'lvia (Sampson) Cushman, were born in

Maine, and in that State spent their entire lives,

engaged in agricultural pursuits, the grandfather

l)assing lience at the advanced age of eighty-three

and his wife when forty-five years old. There were
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several branches of the Cushman familj-. some of

whom took an active part in tlie Revolutionary

War, and were among the early settlers of Paris,

Oxford County, Me. They traced their "title

clear" to Robert, wlio came to Plymouth in the

ship "Fortune" in 1621, but did not remain in

this country, returning to England as agent for

the Plymouth Colony, and dying while in that

service. While in Plymouth, he preached the noted

la3' sermon on "The Sin and Danger of Self Love."

The maternal grandfather of our sul)jcct, Benja-

min Spaulding, married Miss Polly Carrot, No-

vember 29, 1764, and died October 14, 1811.

His wife was born Januarj' 31, 1740, and died

October 4, 1819. The children born of this mar-

riage were as follows: Patty, born September 14,

1765, married Joseph Robinson; Rebecca, born

November 10, 1766, married Benjamin Heald;

Benjamin, born August 15, 1768; Leonard, born

February 13, 1770, married Margaret Warren;

Elizabeth, born January 18, 1772, became the wife

of John Fletcher; Abel, born October 15, 1777,

chose as bis wife Phebe Prosten; Estlier, born Oc-

tober 28, 1779, became the wife of Alexander

Thayer; Stephen, born August 13, 1782, and

Thankful, born August 16, 1787, married Caleb

Cushman December 26, 1808. Caleb Cushman

passed from earth February 7, 1863, and his wife

departed this life June 14, 1870.

Our subject was the seventh generation from the

famous Robert. He passed his youth in his native

State, and at the age of twenty-four, in company

with several j^oung men from Paris, Me, (one of

whom was Bambridge Dean, who settled in De Kalb

County), decided to go West, and. bidding fare-

well to the New England States, home and friends,

they journeyed toward the setting sun in 1837. The

trip was made partly by water, and after landing

at Ottawa, 111., he purchased four 3 oke of oxen,

two wagons and two cows, after which he pushed

on to De Kalb County.

After searching for some time for a suitable lo-

cation, Mr. Cushman finally purchased four hun-

dred acres of productive land in De Kalb County,

where he made his home until the fall of 1837.

He then bought land of the Oovernment, in Flora,

Boone County, on which he erected a dwelling

house, barns, and made other improvements. There
he and his wife reared their family and made their

home until the death of the wife, about fifty

years after coming hither. He made many im-

provements on the place, and on bnikinu over

the well-cultivated fields and good hLiildings, i,no

could scarcely realize that it wjis a wihl, uncul-

tivated tract of land destitute of buihiings when
he first settled on it. lie still owns pari of the old

farm in DeKalb County.

A man of very generous impulses and strictest

honor, Mr. Cushman is most esteemed by those

who knew him best. Before stricken witli disease, he

possessed great physical vigor, strength and activ-

ity. The companion who cheerfully assisted him
in the struggle for a livelihood, and who stood

faithfully by his side in adversity and disap-

pointments, was known in maidenhood as Sarah

Bateman, and became his wife in Rockford, May
10, 1840. She was the daughter of Jonathan and
PoU.y (Russell) Bateman, and was liorn in Yates,

Niagara County, N. Y., December 1, 1818, lier an-

cestors being of English birth.

The parents of Mrs. Cushman were natives of

Vermont, the father born in 1762 and tlie mother

twenty years later. Their marriage was blessed by

the birth of seven children, namely: Stephen, who
married Lydia Shaver; Lovina, Mrs. Michael Sha-

ver; Joana, wiio married Samuel S. Gregory; Tru-

man; Sarah, wife of Henrj- H. Cushman; and two

children wiio died in infancy. Mr. Bateman was

a merchant, and engaged in buying and selling

horses. In 18)5, the family removed from Vermont

to New Y'ork, where the mother died at the age of

forty-four and the father when sixty-seven 3ears

old, leaving their daugliter Sarah an orplian at the

age of eleven. Subsequently she came West with

her sister, Mrs. Samuel Gregory, and settled in their

pioneer home at Rockford in 1836, when she w.as

eighteen. Many are the incidents she would after-

ward relate of their wild prairie home in the little

log cabin, which at times accommodated as many

as thirt}' persons, and was situated on what is now

known as Woodruff's Addition to Rockford.

After her marriage, Mrs. Cushman removed to

Flora, Boone County, where she remained until

her death, April 1«, 1889. She was the mother of



1306 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

four cliilrlren, namely: Edna C, born February 15,

1841, marriefi Walter 8. Lucas, of Flora, Boone

County; Mariette, born November 22, 1815,

married Quincy Jones, of Waverly, Iowa ; Sarah

Jane, whose birth occurred December 9, 1848, be-

came the wife of Isaac N. Witt, of Spring Town-

ship, Boone County ; and James, born in 1853,

died in infancy. There was also an adopted

daughter, Helen Chase, who was born December 5,

1858, and was married to Frank J. Anderson, of

Herndon, Guthrie County, Iowa. The daughters

were reared and educated in Boone County, and

all reside in the vicinity of the old homestead.

EDMUND WniTTLP:SEY, who has always

been engaged in agricultural pursuits, is at

the present time making a specialty of bee

culture on his splendid farm on sections 5 and 8,

Seward Township, Winnebago Count}'. He is a

native of Stoekbridge, Berkshire County, Mass.,

Ills birth occurring June 17. 1814. His father,

Solomon Whittlesey, was born April 30, 1786, in

the above-named count}', where also his father,

Eliphalet, wasborn in 1772. The latter-named gen-

tleman married Comfort Waller, by whom he had

eleven children; he spent his last days in Massa-

chusetts.

The first of the name of Wliittlesey known to

have come to America was John W., who crossed

the ocean in 1650, and was engaged as a tanner at

Saj'brook, N. Y. The father of our subject came

West to Ohio in 1817, and, locating in Lorain

County, cleared a tract of land, upon which be re-

sided until liis decease, which occurred when eighty

years of age. Edmund was one of the four chil-

dren born to his mother, but his father, by a sec-

ond marriage, became the parent of seven children.

He of whom we write resided at home until

reaching his majority, and in 1835 came to Rock-

ford, where he resided for a twelvemonth, and in

October of the following year removed to Seward

Township, where he was in the employ of his pros-

pective father-in-law for two years. Later, he took

up a tract of one hundred and sixty acres of Gov-
ernment land, and May 6, 1839, was married to

Miss Susan Vance, who was a native of South

Charlestown, Clark County, Ohio, her birth occur-

ring February 17, 1820. Mrs. Whittlesey was tlie

daughter of Joseph C. and Jane E. Vance, the

former born November 13, 1780, in Kentucky, and

the latter July 26, 1785, in the same State. Mr.

Vance died in Winnebago County, September 11,

1841, while his good wife, who survived him a

number of years, dejiarted tliis life in Ohio, in

April, 1882.

Mrs. Susan Wliittlesey departed this life at her

home March 26, 1885. The family is very promi-

nent in public life, there being many professional

men in the family. Our subject had a half-brother

in the late war, and his father participated in the

War of 1812. To Mr. and Mrs. Whittlesey have

been born three children: Mary O., born July 29,

1845; Edmund V., November 5, 1859; and Joseph

H., June 6, 1848. Our subject has five grandchil-

dren: Susan E., Walter E., Olive, Derwenth and

H. R. Crane. With his wife, he is a member of the

Congregational Church, and in township affairs

has been Justice of the Peace for a period of forty-

three years. He has also held the office of Super-

visor for twenty-one years, and of Assessor and

Treasurer of the township for thirty-nine years.

RS. ELSEY WYMAN, who is at present re-

siding on section 31, Manchester Town-

ship, Boone County, was born in Ben-

nington, Vt., where also her father, Will-

iam Potten, was born. Her mother, who bore the

name of Cynthia Burgess, was a native of Hoosick,

N. Y., and died in 1844, when sixty-one years of

age. The father departed. this life in 1826, when

in his thirty-ninth year, leaving his widow with

six sons and three daughters, of whom Mrs. Wy-
man and her brother Washington, who makes his

home in South Haven, Mich., are the only survi-

vors.

The original of this sketch came from New Eng-

land to Manchester Township in 1851, making the

journey to Chicago b}' water, and from that city

walked to this county, this part of the journey

ct)nsuminur two davs. She was married when sev-
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enteen years of age, in Bennington, Vt., and the

jonrney to tliis county above described was made
in company with her husband and four chil-

dren. jMr. and Mrs. Wyman first located upon

a rented farm, and two years later purcliascd

eighty acres of land, for which tliey paid 17 per

acre. After various removals they, in 1884, pur-

chased the present estate upon which our subject

is residing, and which includes a (juarter-section

of excellent land. The place is improved with all

the necessary buildings and farm machinery, and

is well cultivated by its owner.

Mr. W3'man departed this life in December,

1886, when in his seventy-fourth year. The four

children who are deceased are: Orson, who at his

death, in 1860, left a wife and three children, as

did also Calvin, who died in 1876. Jeanette de-

parted this life in 1849, when nine j'ears of age,

and George died in 1842, at the age of five years.

Those living are Jane, Mrs. Sherwood Ellsworth,

now living in Manchester, and Charles, a farmer in

Iowa. Mrs. Wjman has ten grandchildren and

twelve great-grandchildren. Her son Charles was

a volunteer soldier in the late Civil War, enlisting

from Rockford in 1861, and becoming a member of

the Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantrj*. He served faith-

fully and well during the entire struggle and par-

ticipated in many important battles, among which

was Gettysburg, wheie he had the index finger of

his right hand shot off.

Miss Carrie AVyman, an ado[)ted daughter of our

subject, married Edwin Fallow, who assists Mrs.

Wyman in conducting the farm.

^^HARLES A. LINDERMAN. The farm

(lf^_^ which Mr. Linderman now owns and con-

^^^ ducts in such an enterprising and indus-

trious manner embraces one hundred and thirty-two

acres, forming one of the neat, comfortable home-

steads of this township. The improvements on it

are convenient and complete, and, no doul)t. one

reason of his success in this calling is the fact that

from his earliest youth he has been familiar with

the duties of farm labor. He was born in Erie

County, N. Y., May 8, 1833, and his father, Henry
Linderman, was also a native of the p:mpire State,

born in Tompkins County in 1800. The grand-

father of our subject, Cornelius L. Linderman, was
born in Germany, March 29, 1756, and his parents

were also natives of that country. Cornelius L.

Linderman came to America at an early date and
followed farming in Tompkins County, N. Y.,

where he was one of the pioneers. He married

Miss Anna Young, and they became the parents of

fifteen children, seven sons and eight daughters,

of whom but one died young, fourteen becoming

the heads of families. The mother of these chil-

dren died in P^rie County at a ripe old age and her

husband, too, lived to be extremely old, dying

when in the nineties.

The father of our subject, Henry Linderman,

was the thirteenth in order of birth of the above

mentioned children, and after reaching mature

years, he selected as his companion in life Miss Di-

ana Hamel, a native of New .lersey, of German de-

scent, and their nuptials were celebrated in Erie

County, N. Y., about 1823. They commenced life

on a farm there, but sold this when coming to Illi-

nois, in November, 1843. Their children were all

born in New York State and accompanied them to

the Far West. They were six weeks in making the

journey and had a very rough trip, encountering

manj' storms and much cold, disagreeable weather,

which made it veiy unpleasant for them, as they

went with a team of horses. After reaching Illi-

nois, they bought eighty acres of land from Mr.

Linderman 's brother, William, who had preceded

him about six years, and as it was covered with a

thick growth of timber our subject immediately

set to work clearing it. In this he was assisted

very much by his sons, who had become large

enough to do considerable work. On this farm

the father died February 26, 1876, when in his

seventy-sixth year, leaving his widow and five

children an estate of one hundred and forty acres

in cultivation, all well stocked, and good buildings.

The mother passed away on the 8th of March,

1881, when seventy-five years of age. Their chil-

dren were named as follows : William, born March

1, 1824, a farmer in Iowa ;
E^lizabeth A., born De-

cember 11, 1826, married William L. Adams, a
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f:umer in Iowa; Cornelia, born September 13,

1830, Mrs. Nelson Hill, is now a resident of Be-

loit, having retired from a fine farm in Manchester

Township; Charles A. (our subject); Cornelius,

Itorn March 20, 1836, died in Manchester Township,

when twenty-two or twenty-three years of age.

and George W.. born May 4, 1838, married, and

resides in California. He purchased one thousand

four hundred acres in the .Sacramento Valley.

On the farm in Manchester Township our sub-

ject grew to manhood, and on the 28th of Decem-

ber, 1857, he was married to Miss Mary .Jane Grout,

daughter of Theodore and Ann (Little) Grout, the

father born in Addison Countj-, Vt., in 1799, and

the mother in Cumberland Count}', England, .Jan-

uary 15, 1813. In 1849, Mr. and Mrs. Grout came

to Illinois from Ohio, where Mrs. Linderman was

born in Perry, Lake County, October 13, 1839, set-

tled in Winnebago County, and here the father

died in .June, 1874, when seventy-five years of

age, leaving a wife and a son and daughter.

The son, .John ]). (irout, was born at Saybrook,

Ashtabula Count}', Ohio, .January 9, 1843, and was

a soldier in the Civil War, serving the entn-e time.

He never received a wound, but his health was

never so good afterward, on account of exposure,

etc. He enlisted in Company H, Twelfth Illinois

Cavalry, and came out an Orderly. The daughter

is now Mrs. Linderman. The mother of these

children is now seventy-nine years of age, and her

mind is clear as of old and she enjoys compara-

tively good health.

Mr. and Mrs. Linderman settled on sixty acres

soon after marriage and have since added to this

until they now have one hundred and thirty-two

acres of excellent land. The}' built a large and

commodious barn, in 1873, 76x50 and 60x24 with

basement, and in 1890, their fine large house was

erected. Mr. Linderman is engaged in general

farming, raising all the cereals, and is also engaged

to some extent in raising horses, having at the

present time about fifteeu head of fine animals.

His marriage resulted in the following children :

Cornelius A., born .July 9, 1860, married Miss

Tina Wright, and is now an employe on the rail-

road at Beloit; Carrie L, born February 20, 1864,

attended the Seminary at Rockford; Fred S., liorn

May 10, 1877, is at home on the farm, and Maggie

Ann, born July 2, 1881, is a very bright, intelligent

little girl. They have lost four children, a daugh-

ter, Cora D., died February 17, 1883, when not

five years of age, and a son, H. Irving, died on the

20th of February, 1883, when twenty-one years of

age, both of scarlet fever. Two children died

in infancy.

Our subject is a strong advocate of Republican

principles, and belongs to the Masonic order of

Beloit, Wis.

1^ iT T — •

,^^ EYMOUR A. BLAIvE. This gentleman

^^^^ who is one of the prominent farmers of

111// D) Durand Township. Winnebago County, is

alst> President of the Bank of Durand. He
is one of the old and honored pioneers of this sec-

tion, having been born in Georgia, Franklin

County, Vt., March 12, 1832, and came to Winne-

bago County when fourteen years of age. His pa-

rents, .John and Philura (Campbell) Blake, were

also natives of Xew I^ngland, and in 1846 came to

Illinois and located in Durand Township. There

the father entered a tract of land, which he later

traded for improved property, and pursued farming

until his decease at three-score .and ten years of

age. His good wife died in her ninetieth year.

The ten children included in the parental

family are .John, Sarah Ann, Samuel, Philura,

Stephen, William, I'hidelia Abigail, our subject

and Hester A. vSeymour A. was reared on the home

farm and resided under the parental roof until his

marriage. The lady to whom he was married in

1858 bore the name of Cordelia Hoyt, the daugh-

ter of Hiram Hoyt. She was born in Georgia, Vt.,

in 1832, and after her marriage located with her

husband on the old homestead, which Mr. Blake

carried on in the interest of his father. He later

purchased the property and made it his home un-

til 1886, when, in order to get nearer town and

church, he sold out and purchased his present

pl.ace, which adjoins the village of Durand. His

estate includes two hundred and forty acres of

land, all in one body, and is excellently improved

with first-class and substantial buildings.
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Mr. and Mrs. Blake have had no children of

their own, but liave performed the part of parents

to several whom the^' have adopted. In his polit-

ical belief, he is a Prohibitionist and an advocate

of woman's rights. He formerly supported the

Republican ticket. In religious affairs, he is a

member of the Methodist Episeoi)al Churcli, which

denomination he was instrumental in organizing

in this township, and for the past quarter of a

century has been Sunday-school Superintendent,

and at the present time is the incumbent of the

positions of Trustee and Steward.

\ ^ rf 1^ rf I rf i^i^f

HAKLES A. NORTON, cashier of the bank

eof Durand, is a man of unquestioned busi-

ness ability, and in years is still on the

sunny side of thirty, having been born May 2,

1863, in Durand. He acquired a good practical

education in the common schools, which was later

supplemented by attendance at the Rock River

Seminary at Mt. Morris, this State. He is the son

of Oscar Norton, one of the well-to-do merchants

and progressive citizens of the village, and whose

sketch will be found on another page in this vol-

ume.

When eight years old our subject bought a small

box of jewelry and started out as a pedlar through

the surrounding country, and, being successful in

that kind of work, continued to he so employed for

the next five j'ears, when not in school. During the

last two seasons, he had a team and wagon, and be-

sides carrying jewelry had a stock of notions which

he gave in exchange for rags, etc. He met with more

than ordinary' success in his undertaking, and thus

early in life became well versed in business prin-

ciples. He later began clerking for his father and

in one corner of the store had a stock of his own,

consisting of books and stationeiy. In 1884, he

purchased the hardware business of Mr. Morey and

combining the same with his books and stationeiy

has since continued in the hardware trade, and has

to-day a fine building, which is stocked with a

complete line of shelf and heavy hardware.

In December, 1891, the Bank of Durand was or-

ganized with the following-named gentleuieu as

officers: Seymour A. Blake, President; Oscar Nor-
ton, Vice-i)resident, and Charles A. Norton, Cash-

ier. The bank has a capital of ^4(1,000, and since

its establishment our subject has acted in the ca-

pacity of Cashier and Manager. .lanuary 17. 1883,

he was united in marriage to Alice L., daughter of

Seymour A. and Cordelia (Hoyt) Blake, who was

born in this count}-, .lanuary 28, 1863.

In politics, the original of this sketch votes with

the Prohibition party. He has been the incumbent

of various positions of trust, having held the offices

of Township Clerk, Village Treasurer, and is the

present School Treasurer and also Notary Public.

He is a member of Durand Lodge, A. F. it A. M.,

and in religious matters in identified with the

Methodist Episcopal Church, in which denomina-

tion he is Steward, Secretaiy, a teacher in the Sun-

day-school and President of the Epworth League.

JILLIAM II. OILL, the owner of a linely-

improved farm of one hundred and sixty

^ acres in Cheny Valley Township, and one

of the prominent citizens of Winnebago County,

has resided upon the place which he still owns and

occupies since 1855, having purchased the land the

year prior to his removal hither. lie was liorn

twelve miles west of Niagara Falls, in the [trovince

of Ontario, August 2, 1820, and was reared to

fanning pursuits.

The paternal grandfather of our sulijeet, Nich-

olas Oill, was born in German}-, and when a young

man came to America, he and a brother being

among the Hessian troops who were hired for ser-

vice in the Revolutionary W.ti. After the con-

test was over, he settled in Canada, where he died

upon a farm in Ontario. John N. Oill, father of

our sul)ject, was a native of the above-named

province, and there spent his entire life, dying

upon the old homestead where the family had lived

for years. A man of honor and enterprise, and a

believer of refoim in politics, his death at the age

of sixty-four years was mourned by all who knew

him.

The mother of our subject, Margaret (.lohnsoii)
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Oill, was born and reared near the old Oill liome-

stead. Iler father, James Johnson, was a native of

Pennsylvania, and at an early day removed from

that State to Canada, where he died when past the

years allotted to man. Mrs. Margaret Oill was a

good and kind woman, and lived to be more than

eighty years old. She was the mother of five sons

and tiuee daughters, all of whom still survive.

In his native province, our subject was married

to Miss Hester A. Snure. This lady is the grand-

daughter of John Snure, who came to America

from Germany prior to the Revolutionary War
and improved a farm from the heavy timber in On-

tario. He died of injuries received by being

thrown from a horse. He was a member of the

Dunkard Church, and a true Christian, known as

a noble man and a hero in the battlefield of life.

The father of Mrs. Oill was John Snure, Jr.,

whose entire life was passed on the old Snure

homestead, in the province of Ontario. His wife,

whose maideu name was Lydia Clark, was born in

New York, and survived her husband for some

years, coming to Rockford after his demise, and

spending lier remaining days with Mrs. Oill, in

Cherry Valley Township. She was an active mem-

ber of the Christian Church, to which her husband

also belonged, and died in that faith at the age of

sevent3'-six years, in 1878. Mr. and Mrs. Oill

have no children of their own, but have reared five

children, all of whom are married. Mrs. Oill is a

prominent member of the Christian Church at

Rockford, and has been identified with that de-

nomination since 1844. In his political affiliations,

]\Ir. Oill is a Republican, and ardently devoted to

the principles of the party.

i AMUEL B. MEREDITH, who resides in the

city of Rockford, h.as made farming his

#' life occupation and since 1852 has been

one of the leading agriculturists of AVinnebago

County. As he is well and favorably known

throughout this community, we feel assured that

this sketch will prove of interest to many of our

readers. He was born in MiUerstowu, Juniata

County, Pa., on the 18th of June, 1819, and is a

son of David Meredith, who was born in Lancaster

County, Pa., and is of Welsh descent. The father

learned the trade of a bl.acksmith, and when a

young man removed to Millerstown of his native

State, where he followed that occupation for some

years. He then purchased a farm in the Rock

River Valley, four miles from Millerstown, and

turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, which

he there carried on until 1852. In that year, he

came to Illinois and spent his last days in the

home of his son Thomas. His wife bore the maiden

name of Jane Black and she spent her entire life

in the Keystone State.

No event of special importance occurred during

the childhood of our subject which was passed in

Pennsylvania and under the parental roof. It

was in 1852 that he decided to seek a home in the

West, hoping to better his financial condition by

so doing. He came at once to Illinois, locating at

Rockford, which was then the Western terminus of

the railroad. After a few weeks spent in the city,

he purchased forty acres of land in the town of

B^-ron, Ogle County, for which he paid $800. He

sold it, however, about ten months later and pur-

chased ninety in Winnebago Township, this county

for 12,500. He made a number of improvements

during the few years of his residence on that place,

and then sold it, soon afterwards becoming owner

of a one hundred and eightj'-two acre farm in the

same township, upon which he made his home un-

til 1865, when he came to Rockford Township and

bought his present home, althougii he did not sell

his farm in Winnebago Township until a few years

later. He also bought a farm in Leaf River Town-

ship, which is still in his possession.

Mr. Meredith has been twice married. In the

Keystone State; at the age of twenty-three, he w.as

joined in wedlock with Margaret Donley, who was

born in Pennsylvania and died on January 6, 18(55.

In 1867, he led to the marriage altar Mrs. JNIaiy

Johnson, nee Harmon, a native of Suttield, Conn,

born on the 3d of June, 1818. Her father, Jehiel

Harmon, was also born in Connecticut and there

resided until 1845, when he, accompanied by his

family, came to Illinois. Thej' started with a

team and drove to Westfleld, Mass., whence they
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went by railroad to Albany and by the Erie

Canal to Buffalo, where they took a Lake steamer

for Chicago. The journey from there to "Winne-

bago County was completed by wagons, and in

Winnebago Township Mr. Harmon joined his son

Simeon, one of the earl}' settlers of the countj-.

His death occurred here the following year. His

wife survived him some time and departed this

life in Centreville.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Meredith has been born one

daughter, Nancy, now the widow of Henry Roberts

of Winnebago Township. She has foiu' children:

Jessie, Blanche, Samuel and Ethel. Tlie family is

one favorably known throughout this community

where they have so long resided and the Meredith

household is the abode of hospitality. Our subject

has led a busy and useful life, and his industry

has met with a well-deserved reward in the shape

of a good competence. Mr. Meredith affiliates

with the Democratic party.

I>^^<m H—

,,.,, S. CIIARN, stockholder, Director and cus-

(SJ/LJll torn cutter of the Globe Clothing Man-

ufacturing Company, of Rockford, one of

the most valuable and profitable enter-

prises of the city, was one of the promoters of the

business and is noted for his ability, both technical

and practical. He has been the custom cutter since

the organization of the business in 1890, and is

proficient and skillful in his work. This company

has prospered in every way since starting, employs

thirty to forty men, has five commercial men on

the road all the time, and now stands on a solid

foundation.

In Sweden, his native country', where his birth

occurred in Wester Gothland Province, March 7,

18.54, Mr. Charn received a good practical educa-

tion and was married to Miss Sophia Anderson,

who is also a native of that province. After the

birth of two children, or in 1880, he brought his

family to the States and settled in Rockford, where

he subsequently learned his trade. Since their res-

idence here four more children have blessed their

union: Simon A. works in the Union Furniture

Factory, of Rockford, as carver; Mary E., Esther

D., Hannah L., Huldah V. and Victor E., all at

home. After learning his trade, Mr. Charn carried

on a successful business on his own account until

the present company was organized. When he

brought his family to this country, his brother

Benjamin came with him and settled in Rockford.

The latter married Miss Jennie Landen, of Jon-

koping, Sweden, who came to this country at the

same time.

The father of our subject, A. J. Kjern, came to

this country a year after his sons and has since

been a resident of Rockford. He is engaged as

tailor in the factory above mentioned but was

formerly with the old and well-known firm of

Johnson & Wanstron. His first wife, and Ihe mo-

ther of our subject, died in the spring of 1891)

when seventy-nine years of age, and he has since

taken a second wife.

Mrs. Charn 's parents died in Sweden; since her

residence in Rockford she has been joined by

two brothers, Gus and Samuel Floberg, the latter

now a farmer of Minnesota.

Mr. and Mrs. Charn are domiciled at No. 1702

Seventh Street, corner of Sixteenth Avenue, and are

surrounded by all the comforts of life. Both are

members of the Lutheran Mission Church, and he

leans towards the Prohibition party in his political

preference.

,,kJ^ AJ. GEORGE S. ROPER, of Rockford,

'' ''* was born in Worcester County, Mass.,

January 28, 1832. When seven years

old, he accompanied his parents, Joseph

and Maria L. (Mendell) Roper, to Western Penn-

sj'lvania, where he received his education in the

common schools. In 1848, he attended a select

school taught by Cieorge Clark, and at the age of

eighteen commenced to teach, being thus engaged

for two years, and later clerking in a store for

two years. While residing in Westmoreland

Count}', Pa., he was married to Miss Louisa B.

George, who was there born and reared.

In 18.54, accompanied by his family, our sub-

ject came to Illinois and settled in Springfield,

where for one year he clerked in a dry-goods
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store and for the same period was book-keeper for

8. M. Tinslej'. Afterward, he formed a business

connection with Eidward R. Ulrick >fe Co., lumber

dealers, and later was admitted to the firm, his

headquarters being at Alton, where the liusiness

was carried on under the firm name of Ulrick &

Roper. In 1859, he returned to Springfield and

commenced in business as a boot and shoe dealer.

In the following j'ear, he organized the first Re-

publican Glee Club, which sang the first glee

songs in that part of the State.

At the commencement of the Civil War, our

subject entered the Commissary Department under

Col. John Williams, and when the Government

relieved that gentleman, he was assigned to a place

in the Quartermaster's Department under Gen.

Wood. At the time Gen. Grant took command of

the Twentj'-first Illinois Infantrj', our subject ac-

companied him to the old Fair Grounds at Spring-

field, and thereafter enjoyed the friendship of the

hero of Vicksburg. By special request of Gen.

Grant, our subject was given a position in the

Commissary Department with the rank of Captain,

and was ordered to join Gen. W. T. Sherman at

Louisville, Ky. Thence he was .sent to the staff

department of Gen. George H. Thomas, where he

continued until after the battle of Stone River.

Immediately following the battle of Mill Spring,

Ky., our subject was promoted to Major and re-

ceived a commendation from Gen. Thomas which

was decidedly complimentary', for while the great

General gave all the officers and men special credit

for doing their duty he said: "If one was en-

titled to credit more than another for the success

of the Northern troops, it was Capt. Roper." The

newl3'-appointed Blajor continued on the staff of

Gen. Thomas until he became connected with the

First Division of the Fourteenth Army Corps,

under the command of Gen. Spry, of Kentucky.

In the re-organization of the army after the

battle of Chickamauga considerable change was

made, and the Third Division of the Fourteenth

Army Corps opened the charge, it being the duty

of Maj. Roper to arrange the positions. Novem-

ber 24, 1863, he was sent to Nashville to inspect

the horses, and was afterward appointed overseer

and inspector of the military railroads of the

Northwest. May 24, 1864, he was appointed on

the staff of Gen. McCullom, with headquarters at

Washington, and remained in that capacity until

February 6, 1866, when he was mustered out with

the rank of Colonel.

His military duties ended, Maj. Roper located

in St. Louis, whence he soon removed to Alton in

1867, : nd for twenty j'ears made that city his

home, engaging in the insurance and real-estate

business. His first wife died in Springfield, leav-

ing three sons, viz: Mahon F., who died, leaving

a wife and two children; George P., who married

Kate Butterworth and resides in Rockford, where

he is manager of the Van Wie Gas Stove Com-

pany; and Edward N., who married Miss Martha

J. Robin, of Cliicago, and is now manager of the

Central Map, Survey & Inspection Company, of

Chicago. The second wife of the Major, whose

maiden name was Almira S. Bangs, and who was

formerly principal of the schools of Springfield,

died in Alton five months after marriage. The

present wife of our subject was formerly Miss

Roxy G. Couklin, of Jackson County, Mich., and

is a leader in the social circles of Rockford, being

especially prominent in the Woman's Relief Corps.

Religiously, she is identified with the Christian

Union Church as one of its devoted members. The

only child born of this union, Charles S., died

when five months old.

Maj. Roper is President of the Van Wie Gas

Stove Company, of Rockford, which was organ-

ized in 1890, and is numbered among the most

flourishing enterprises of the city. For more than

ten years he has been Secretary of the Manufac-

turers' and Merchants' Mutual Insurance Corn-

pan}', which was organized February 11, 1881, by

James Ferguson, and does an extensive business

in this part of Illinois. Sociall}', Maj. Roper is a

Master Mason, a Knight Templar, belonging to

Rockford Crusader Commandery No. 17, the Su-

preme Council, Freeport Consistory and Medina

Temple, of Chicago. He is also identified with

the Illinois Commandery of Loyal Legions and

has been present at many of the National Assem-

blies. As might be expected, he is a prominent

worker in the G. L. Nevius Post No. 1, G. A. R.,

at Rockford, He holds membership in the Chris-
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lian Union Church and is active in aiding relig--

ious causes.

A stanch supporter of the Republican part}-,

Maj. Koper has for 3'ears been closely connected

with local and State politics, and is a member of

the State Central Committee, and was Chairman of

the County Committee during the last Presidential

campaign, that of 1888. For more than twenty-

five 3'ears lie has not been absent from any of the

State Conventions, excepting those held while he

was in the service of his country, and he has also

frequentl}' attended National Conventions. A
man of great vigor of thought and firmness of

purpose, he has at all times the courage of his con-

victions and is read}' to defend to the last the

principles of justice and right.

\T[OHN BOYD. This well-known citizen of

Rockford passed away January 26, 1892.

^^1 I

He was a pioneer of the city, having come

'^^' hither in 1843, and for a time clerked for

Mr. Marsh. He then left the citj^, but returned in

1848, and entered the employ of Mr. Horseman, a

dry-goods dealer. In 1856, he resigned that posi-

tion, and in September of that j'ear embarked in

business for himself as a merchant, under the firm

name of Boj'd & Baxter.

Some six years later, Mr. Boyd commenced to

travel for a lamp supply compan}' of Chicago, in

which position he remained for more than twentj'

years, enjoj'ing the unlimited confidence of his

house and becoming well known throughout a

wide scope of country. On account of ill health,

he resigned his position in 1888 and retired from

active business. He was intimatel}' associated with

Rockford and its people and not only maintained

a deep interest in the development of the city, but

contributed untiringly to the promotion of its wel-

fare.

Mr. Boyd was born in Chatham, Columbia

Count}', N. Y., September 16, 1828, and was reared

in his native place, receiving his education there

and in Catskill and Erie Counties. He was the

son of George Boyd, a native of Belfast, Ireland,

who in turn was tlic son of Thomas Boyd, whose
death occurred near Ik-lfast, Ireland, when he was
quite old. By occupation, lie was ;i farmer, and
was descended from Stotch-Iiish ancestry. His wife

was of a similar liiie.age and was the daughter of

an officer in the Ih-itisli navy, who served during
the Revolutionary War and was at Charleston,

;Mass., when the tea was thrown (nerl)oard into the

Boston Harbor l)y the Colonists.

In the Emerald Isle, (ieorge Boyd grew to a

vigorous manhood and became familiar with farm-

ing pursuits. In his native county he was married

to Miss Sarah Russell, an intelligent lad}' and a

native of the North of Irehind, her .ancestors hav-

ing been prominent citizens of Belfast. After the

birth of their first child Thomas (now deceased),

George and Sarah Boyd emigrated to the United

States in the early '30s and settled in Columbia
County, N. Y., where the father followed his trade of

a saddler. After living in New I'ork State for some

years, they came in 1846 to Rockford, where Mrs.

Boyd died July 5, 1852, at the age of fifty-six

years. Her husband survived until the fall of 1860,

when he departed this life at the age of seventy

years. After the death of his first wife, he was

again married to a Rockford lady who is now de-

ceased.

In his religious convictions, Mr. Boyd was a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and,

politically, adhered to the principles of the Demo-

cratic party. Only two of his children are now
living: Col. Wesley, of Kokomo, Colo., and Mrs.

John A. Davis, of Chicago. Col. Wesley Boyd
served throughout the Rebellion and at its close

was honorably discharged as Colonel of the Fifty-

second Illinois Infantry. A brother-in-law of our

subject, Maj. Samuel Pearson, of Chicago, also

served throughout the Civil War as a memberof an

Iowa regiment.

In Fredouia, N. Y'., October 3, 1H5I, the mar-

riage of John Boyd and Miss Elizabeth A. Moore

took place. Mrs. Boyd was born in Monroe County,

N. Y'., November 14, 1831, and received an aca-

demic education in Fredonia. Her parents, Josiah

and Elizabeth (Roots) Moore, were natives re-

spectively of Fabius and Hamilton. N. Y., and

were married in the former village. Mr. Moore
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followed the occupation of a farmer until his

death, which occurred in Fredonia in 1860, at the

age of sixty-three years. In his political belief, he

was a Whig, and religiously, was identified with

tiie Baptist Church. After his death, his widow
came to Wisconsin, where she died at the age of

four-score years. She was an active member of the

Baptist Church and the daughter of Rev. P. P.

Roots, a prominent Bajjtist minister and an evan-

gelist of fame. He was horn in 1765, and died in

New York State, September 26, 1828. His wife,

whose maiden name was Elizabeth Keep, died some

years afterward at the age of eight^'-four years.

The grandfather of Mrs. Boyd, Josiah Moore,

Sr., was born in Connecticut in 1765, and married

Miss Abigail Dewey, their union being solemnized

at Harrington, Conn. They became early settlers

of Fabius, Onondaga Count}^, N. Y., and tiieir son,

.Tosiah, Jr., was the first white child born there.

Mrs. Boyd is the fourth among six children, all of

whom survive but the eldest son. She is a lady of

prominence in Rockford, takes an active interest

in all charitable measures, and is highly esteemed

in social circles. Mr. and Mrs. Boyd became the

parents of four children, only one of whom is liv-

ing. Mary E., Eva J., and Addie died when small.

John M. is a commercial traveler for the Rockford

AVatch Comiiany, with headquarters in this city.

He married Julia R. Berg, whose former home was

in Grand Rapids, Mich. Mrs. Boyd sympathizes

with the progressive views of the Rev. Dr. Kerr,

and is identified with his church, the Christian

Union, at Rockford.

"if] OHN BROWN takes a leading part in the

agricultural interests of Cherry Valley

Township, Winnebago County, where he

^^ has a good estate on section 12. He was

born in Ohio, October 11, 18.32, and is the son of

Jacob and Mary (Keith) Brown, natives respect-

ively of New Jersey and Ohio. His maternal

grandparents, Peter and Maria Keith, were born

in Germany, and, on coming to the United States,

died in this township when very old.

He of whom we write was two years of age

when his parents came to Illinois, the journey

being made overland to Ogle County, where they

resided for one year, and then took up their abode

in Winnebago County, where the father died in

the spring of 1868, and the mother three 3'ears

later. Our subject was one in a large family of

children and received his education in the schools

of that earl^' day. When ready to establish a

home of his own, he was married to Miss Hannah
M., daughter of William P. and Sarah (Fowler)

Packard, natives of New York, who came to Illi-

nois when she was eleven years of age. Locating

in Cherry Valley Township, Wiuneb.ago County,

in the spring of 1847, Mr. and Mrs. Packard here

made their home until their decease, the father

dying in Ma}', 1891. The mother, who preceded

him to the better land by a number of years, left

at her death nine children.

To our subject and his wife have been born

twelve children, all of whom are living with the

exception of Clifford S., who died in 1878, when
two and one-half years old. Mr. Brown when
starting out in life for himself purchased a quarter-

section of prairie land in Boone County, which he

later sold, and, in 1867, purchased his present es-

tate of nine hundred and twentj'-two acres, for

which he paid 140 per acre. With the exception

of one hundred acres in timber, this vast amount
of property is under good cultivation, and with

its handsome farm residence and comfortable out-

buildings, is one of the finest in the county. Mr.

Brown gives the greater part of his attention to

stock-raising, and from the year 1878 to 1888,

in partnership with B. S. San born, made large ship-

ments to the city markets. He is now, however,

conducting his affairs alone, and raises and feeds

annually about one hundred head ofcattle, two
hundred head of hogs, and keeps constantly

on his place from twent3'-five to forty of the

finest horses. He has the distinction of ship-

ping the first load of cattle from Cherry Val-

ley Station in the fall of 1853, which sold in

Chicago markets for two and one-half cents per

pound. He cuts about one hundred and fifty

tons of hay from his place, and iias large crops of

cereals.

The subject of this sketch, in the spring of
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1850, went across the plains to California, the

journey consuming five months and eight days.

After remaining there for two years with fair suc-

cess, he returned home, and has since been identi-

fied with the interests of Winnebago County,

being one of its most prominent and wealth}'

farmers. In politics, he votes independently, re-

serving his right to vote for the man who, in his

judgment, will best fill the office.

JOSEPH GARDNER. This gentleman rep-

resents one of the oldest living pioneers in

Winnebago Count}', having come to this

region as earl}' as 1838. The long years

which he has spent here have given him an ex-

tended acquaintance throughout the count}', where

he is well known as one whose years have been

spent in industry and good citizenship.

Born across the water, in AVarwickshire, England,

our subject is the son of John P. Gardner, a native

of that shire, as was also his father, John P., Sr.

The grandfather was a farmer and spent his entire

life in ids native place. John P. Gardner, Jr.,

learned the trade of a baker, which he followed in

the village of Ox Hill, Warwickshire, and there

departed his life. The maiden name of his wife

was Charlotte Roddis; she was a native of England,

where her death occurred in the village of Ratley.

The original of this sketch and his brother

William were the only members of the family to

come to America. The brother located near Hot

Springs, Ark., where he resided till his death.

Joseph learned the trade of a tailor in Newbold,

Worcestershire, at which he served an apprentice-

ship of three and one-half years. In 1834, he set

sail from Liverpool on the vessel "Inez" and

landed in New York after a voyage of six weeks. He
was engaged as a "jour" in Rome, N. Y., for a time,

then going to Rochester was similarly engaged for

a year. In 1837, our subject went to Michigan

and was one of the early settlers in Schoolcraft,

Kalamazoo County, where he began business at his

trade. In the fall of the following year, however,

accompanied by Horatio Blakeraan, he came to Ill-

inois, Mr. Blakeman owning the horse which con-

veyed them hither, and our subject the wagon.

He located in Rockton, Winnebago County, and a

couple of months after coming down to Roc'<ford,

was engaged as a journeyman tailor for some time

and later established in business for himself, hav-

ing one of the first shops of that kind in the place.

A few years later, he retired from active \v(,)rk.

The lady to whom our subject was married was

Mrs. Catherine Weyl, nee Courtwnght. She was

a native of Pennsylvania and departed this life in

Rockford. Mr. Gardner was again married in this

city, this time to Mary A. (Riches) Smith, a native

of Eriesenfield, England, and the daughter of James

and Mary (Upcraft) Riches and widow of George

Smith, to whom she was married in England, com-

ing to America in 1853. Locating in New Jersey

first, Mrs. Gardner afterward came to Winnebago

County, and made her home in New Milford,

where her husband died November 23, 1865. By
that union she became the mother of two chil-

dren, who died in infancy; by the former union

of Mr. Gardner he was the father of (jnc son,

Henry, who died when a young man of twenty-

three years.

JETER J. HOLMQUIST. Now living in re-

) tirement at his pleasant home at No. 409

Catlin Street, Rockford, this gentleman is

|£ surrounded by the comforts which he

accumulated by the exertions of former years.

Since 1868, when he located in thiscit}, he lias been

recognized as one of its most prominent Swedish

citizens, and has a wide acquaintance throughout

this section of country. After coming hither, he en-

tered the employ of N. G. Thompson, and for sev-

enteen years was engaged in the painting depart-

ment. Since severing his connection with the

manufactory, he has not engaged in active work.

In Sweden, where he was born March 6, 1833,

Mr. Holraquist was reared and married. Accom-

panied by his wife and their three children, he

emigrated to America, embarking on a ship at Got-

tenburg and landing in Quebec, Canada. Thence

he proceeded to Rockford, where he arrived June
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3, 1868. Since coming liere, he has been joined

by two brothers: John, who resides on Kisliwaukee

Street, and Gust, whose home is also in Rockford.

The parents, -John and Carrie (Johnson) Larson,

spent their entire lives in Sweden, where a sister

of our subject, Mrs. Andrew Swenson, is _yet living.

The lady who became the wife of our subject

was born in Sweden, July 27, 1827, the daughter

of John and Carrie (Larson) Peterson. Her father,

who was a farmer, died when forty-four years old,

and the mother at the age of sixty-seven years.

Mr. and Mrs. Holmquist had three children, only

one of whom survives, Minnie, the wife of John

A. Stenvall, and the mother of five children. The

deceased are Gust, who died in Rockford, July 6,

1887, aged twenty-seven years and seven months,

leaving a wife (now deceased) and a son Frank;

and John P., whose death occurred M.ay 31, 1881,

aged twenty j'ears and seven months.

EXTER A. K. ANDRUS. The book and

stationery store located at No. 107 North

Court Street, Rockford, is one of the suc-

cessful business houses of the city, and

was established by Mr. Andrus in June, 1884.

Prior to its inee[)tion, lie had been engaged for

three years as editor of the Daily J^eirs, but ow-

ing to his sickness during a portion of the time, he

lost heavily on account of the bad management of

the business. For a few years, he also published a

monthlj' periodical called Our Home and became

quite well known in literary circles.

The father of our subject, Isaac Andrus, was

born in A'ermont in 1796, and when five 3'ears old,

was orphaned by the death of his father, Isaac

Andrus, Sr. He grew to manhood in New York

and enlisted in the War of 1812, serving until its

close as a member of the New York Regiment,

which fought the l>ritish bravely atLundj^'s Lane.

After the close of the war, he was married to Miss

Soplironia Knowlton, who was born and reared in

Chautauqua County, N. Y. In 1842, he removed

to Illinois and settled in the then little hamlet of

Rockford, where he established a general store in

connection with Iiis son-in-law, William Van Ar-

man. In 1857, the partnership was dissolved, and

Mr. Andrus afterward eniliarked in the boot and

shoe business, in which he was engaged for some

years, until he retired from active labors. He was

an Alderman, and took an active part in local pol-

itics. For a time, he was a member of the Baptist

Church, but upon the organization of the Cliris-

tian Union Church he became identified therewith,

as did also his wife.

Our subject was reared to manhood in Rockford,

where he was married to Miss Carrie E. Hazelteen,

who was born in Luzerne Count}', Pa., and died

three years after her marriage. The second union

of Mr. Andrus united him with Mrs. Annette

(Savage) Downes, an accomplished lady, who
was born and reared in the E.ast. They are the

parents of two children. Dexter E. and Annette S.

In politics, Mr. Andrus is independent. During

the late war, he enlisted in response to the call for

one-hundred day volunteers. Socially, he belongs

to the Order of Red Men, of which he is Past Great

Sachem; he is also identified with the Order of

Chosen Friends, the Knights of Honor and the

Modern Woodmen of America.

LVIN A. WELLS. It gives us pleasure to

include in this volume a biographical

notice of one whose life has been spent in

the quiet performance of duty, and who,

without filling any prominent jjosition in public

affairs, has gained the esteem and confidence of

his neighbors and friends. Mr. Wells is a native

of this county, and is the possessor of a comfort-

able, neat and pleasant home on section 3, Seward

Township.

The original of this sketch was born October 15,

1844, and is the brother of John R. Wells, a prom-

inent agriculturist of this county, whose sketch

will be found on another page of this work. He is

a son of Reuben and Jane Wells, the former of

whom was born in Middleboro, Vt., in 1775, and

in 1841, desiring to try his fortunes in the Western

country, came to Illinois with his wife and eight

children. The mother of our subject was known
in her maidenhood as .Jane Roberts, tlie daughter
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of Abram Roberts, who died at her home, after

having attained the age of eighty-oiie years.

On August 30, 1864, Alvin A. Wells enlisted in

the late war bj' joining Comi)any C, One Hun-

dred and Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry. He served

his countr}' faithfully and well for nearly a year,

and on receiving his honorable discharge, July 8,

1865, returned home and engaged in the peaceful

pursuits of agriculture. The lady who became his

wife March 12, 1868, was known as Miss Alice

Holcomb, the daughter of Hiram and Mary Hol-

conib. She was a native of Winnebago County,

and departed this life June 27, 1870.

October 6, 1884, Mr. Wells and Miss Sarah E.

Branan, who was born January 8, 1854, in this

county, were united in marriage. The lady is the

daughter of George and Paulina Brannon, who

came from Ohio to this county in 1842. The

father was born May 29, 1817, and departed this

life October 26, 1891, in this county. His wife,

whose maiden name was Paulina Gates, was born

April 18, 182.3, and is still living. He of whom we

write is a Republican in politics, and is a prominent

member of Ellis Post No. 320, G. A. R., at Pec-

atonica. Mr. and Mrs Wells are the parents of one

child, a daughter, whom they have named Alice.

^ C. GARVEK. The firm of Garver &
Fisher, attorneys-at-law at Rockford, was

established in 1890, and the members are

already recognized as among the most ex-

tensive and successful practitioners of Winne-

bago County. Mr. Garver was admitted to the

Bar in 1871, and five years afterward was elected

to the oflice of State's Attorney, holding the po-

sition for eight years. He was well qualified to

discharge the duties of the office with tact and

ability, as he possessed unusual legal erudition

and had the advantage of carrying on his studies

with Gen. Keifer, of Springfield, Ohio.

Born in Winnebago County, Mr. Garver was

here reared and educated, his home being with his

father until he attained manhood. He then es-

tablished a home of his own, and now, with his

wife and the five children that have been born

to them, occupies a warm place in the regard of

the people of Rockford. Politically, he is a Repub-
lican, and is interested in all public enterprises

which he believes calculated to promote the prog-

ress of the communitv.

7;REDERICK LUND. Our sketch of the differ-

ent enterprises of Rockford would be man-
ifestly incom))lete without some brief notice

of one of its most prominent jewelers. AVe refer

to the emporium of Frederick Lund, of No. 311

East State Street, which has been in operation

for a number of years, and to-daj- one of the

most important houses of the kind on State Street,

in point of value of its stock and its varied and

comprehensive character. Mr. Lund is one of the

representative business men of the city and now
resides in his handsome residence at No. 306 South

Fourth Street. He owns valuable property in the

city, is a stockholder and Director in the LTnion

Grocery Company, and is prominently identified

with the business interests of Rockford.

Mr. Lund's native country is Norwa}- and he

was born on the 31st of May, 1830. As he grew

to manhood, he learned the jewelry trade, and for

some time was engaged in business in Tromsoe,

Norwa}'. Thinking that broader fields were open

for him in America, he left the land of his birth

and sailed for this country, landing first in Quebec,

Canada. Four months later, he came to Rockford,

and has been a resident of this city for the past

quarter of a century. He worked for two years

and a half as jeweler for a State Street firm and

then began on his own account. Although the first

of his family to come to the States, he has since

been joined by two sisters, both now residents of

Chicago. They are Mrs. Anna Olson, a widow, and

Mrs. Oveda Oberg. The father, Ole Lund, was a

merchant tailor of Norwaj^, and died in that coun-

try in middle age. Tlie mother, whose maiden

name was Magdalene Boyson, received her final

summons in Norway in 1886, when eighty-two

years of age.

When about thirty years of age. our subject was



1318 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

married in his native country to Miss Hannah

Bohmer, whose birth occurred in Tromsoe, Norway,

in June, 1843, and wlio after coming' to this country

was followed b}' her father and mother, her brother

coming two years l)efore. Tlie mother died in

Chicago in 1890, when sixty-six years of age.

The father, Fred Bolimer, is a shoe-malier and

dealer in Chicago, and is sixty-eight years of age.

Mrs. Lund's brother, Oiof Hanson, is foreman for

tlie well-known jewelry mercliant, Spaulding, of

Cliicago.

Mr. Lund's marriage has resulted in tlie birtli of

nine children, two of whom died when young.

Those living are Mary, wife of Martin Christo-

|)her.s<in, who resides in Roekfordand her husband

works in the Rockford Desk and Furniture Com-

pany, of which he is a stockholder and Director.

Fred, Jr., was engaged in the office of the

Waltham Watch Company, Chicago, and is now in

the jewelry business at Missoula, Mont.; Henry,

book-keeper with Holland, Ferguson & Co., ab-

stractors; Clarence clerks in his father's store and

Leila is at home.

In politics, Mr. Lund is a strong advocate of the

Prohibition principles and is not at all averse to

speaking his sentiments. He is a member of dif-

ferent local social orders, and he and Mrs. Lund

are active members of the Swedish Methodist Epis-

copal Church. For many years, Mr. Lund has been

the Swedish Cemetery Committeeman.

^!~ :^>^^<^^ i—

\TiOIIN A. R. JOIINSCJN. Among the well-

known Swedish citizens of Rockford is this

^,^1 I

gentleman, who for some time was a farmer

^^ in New Milford Township, but since 1891

has resided in this city. He was born in Smoland,

Sweden, December 17, 1835, and is the only mem-

ber of the parental family who has ever emigrated

to America. He took passage at Gottenburg, July

10, 1851, on a three-mast schooner, which landed

him at C^uebec, Canada, after a voyage of thirteen

weeks and four da3S. The trip was uneventful

and tedious, and our subject was not sorry when

the ship dropped anchor at Quebec.

From that city Mr. Johnson came to St. Charles,

111., and there resided until he came to Rockford

in 1857, meanwhile following his trade of wagon-

maker. After coming to this city, he was married

to Miss Clara Anderson, who was born in Wester

Gothland, June 3, 1840, the daughter of John and

Mary Anderson, natives of Sweden. After all their

children were born, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson emi-

grated to the United States, taking passage at

Gottenburg, in 1852, on a two-mast sailer, land-

ing in New York City after a monotonous voyage

of seven weeks. The family came as far West as

Buffalo, where they resided two j'ears, coming

from that city to Pecatonica, where they re-

mained for a time in the village, and afterward

bought land in the township of the same name.

The father died in October, 1882, when more than

three-score years old. His wife, who is now eighty,

makes her home in Pecatonica.

Mrs. Johnson is the second of three children,

the eldest of whom, Charlotte, is the wife of P. G.

Hollen, of Rockford. The youngest, John, is a

farmer in Pecatonica. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are

the parents of four children, two of whom are de-

ceased. Ida R. died when an accomplished young

lady of twenty years, and Hattie C. passed away

when thirteen years old. Fred G., an intelligent

and popular young gentleman, is connected with

the Rockford Burial Case Company. Elmer R. is

at home. For thirty-five years Mr. and Mrs.

Johnson have been members of the First Lutheran

Church, in which the former served as Trustee

for eight years, and as organist for fifteen years.

In his political belief, he is a strong Republican.

At present. Mr. Johnson is engaged at his trade

of wagon-maker, in the Peter Sames Wagon and

Buggy Factory. He was one of the promoters of,

and is now a stockholder in, the Skandia Plow

Company, having served for some years as Vice-

president and Treasurer. After his removal

hither in 1857, he worked at his trade for some

time, then removed to his farm in New Milford

Township, and there remained engaged in culti-

vating its eiglity acres until he again came to

Rockford, in the spring of 1891. Although of

foreign birth, he loved the country of his adop-

tion, and daring the Civil War enlisted in Com-

pany 11, First Illinois Infantry. With his regi-
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ment, he participated in a number of engage-

ments, including SliiloU, and other battles of less

importance. After serving about one .year, he was

tai<en ill, and conlined to the field hospital for

two months, after which he was honorablj' dis-

cliarged on account of disability.

AMUEL I. CHURCH, who departed this

life in 1886 in Rockford, was born in

Monroe County, N. Y., June 11, 1815-

His parents were Lazarus and Catherine

(Brockway) Church, for a further sketch of whom
tlie reader is referred to the biography of the Hon.

S. M. Church. Prior to coming to Illinois, which

he did in 1848, our subject was married to Miss

Silence Richmond, who was born in Camillus,

Onondaga County, N. Y. Her father, Sylvester

Richmond, was a native of Herkimer County, that

State, and removed about 1856 to Ripon,Fond du

Lac County, Wis. He spent his last years at the

home of a daughter, passing away September 7,

1886, at the advanced age of eighty-nine years. He
married Electa Bell, who was born in Chester, Mass.

Her father, Aaron Bell, removed from the Bay State

to New York in 1810, where he was one of the

pioneers in the town of Camillus, and died in 1845.

The grandmother of Mrs. Cliurcli was prior to her

marriage Miss Abby Eggleston,of Chester, Mass.

The wife of our subject resided with lier parents

until her marriage, and in 1848 accompanied him

on his removal to Illinois, tlie journey being made
l)y way of the Lakes to Chicago and b}' teams to

Rockford. There was no Government land for a

radius of ten miles around Rockford, but the school

section near by being vacant, when it came into

market Mr. Churcli secured a quarter-section and

engaged in farming. He made his home for many
years in the city but later removed to the farm,

wheie his decease occurred in 1886. The place is

embellished with good farm buildings, the most

noticeable among which is the commodious frame

house, which contains all tlie conveniences of the

modern stj'le of building. Mrs. Churcli still re-

sides upon the old place.

The five children born to our subject and his

wife are Alice Emmagene, Sylvester Richmond,

Samuel I., William Arthur, and Theodore Bell.

Alice E. married A. E. Paul, of Chicago, in whicli

eit}- Sylvester R. ni.akes his home. The youngest

son, who was born January 5, 1855, was a student

in Rush Medical College and would have graduated

with the Class of '81, but his ambition was cut

short by his death in September, 1880. Samuel I.

and William A. died in infancy. Our subject in

early life was a Whig, but has voted the Republican

ticket since the formation of tliat party, and in pub-

lic life served his fellow-townsmen as Sheriff of the

county for two 3ears. The daughter, A. Em-
magene, is a graduate of the Ontario Female Semi-

nary, of Can.andaigua, N. Y.; Sylvester R. is a

graduate of the National Business College, of

Poughkeepsic, N. Y.

AHLON PIPER, whose very productive

farm is located on section 13, Le Roy

Township, Boone County, where he has

resided for the past eighteen years, was

born September 12, 1839, where Rockford now

stands. His father, Daniel Piper, was a native of

Ohio, from which State he emigrated to La Salle

Count}', 111., and located on what is the present site

of Ottawa. The trip was made overland in 1827,

at which time he was accompanied bj' his 3'oung

bride, who was born in 1810, near Richmond, Va.,

and bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Jones.

The father of our subject, on locating in this

State, made claim to a tract of land on the bot-

toms of Willow Creek, and for a number of years

was engaged in buying and selling claims in La

Salle, Boone and Winneb.ago Counties. Mr. and

Mrs. Piper came to Rockford about 1835, and lo-

cated where our subject was born. During their

residence there "liOng John" Wentworth w.as a

boarder in the family, and was a iirm friend of

Daniel Piper. The father was engaged for some

time in hauling goods from Chicago to Galena,

and in 1844 located on his claim, which consisted

of one-half section, where he was residing at the

time of his decease.
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Eight of the ten children born to the parents

of our subject are still living, namely: Sarah, Mrs.

]Mallor_y, of Iowa; Eleazer, a retired farmer at

Capron; Mahlou, our subject; Elizabeth, Mrs.

Charles Burton; Amanda, Mrs. Ward; Ellen, ]\Irs.

David Groesbeck; Harriet, Mrs. Andrew Ander-

son, and Benton. He of whom we write enlisted,

August 18, 1862, in Company C, Ninety-fifth Ill-

inois Infantry. His father, who was then sixty-

two 3-ears of age, was mustered into Comp.any E,

of the same regiment, and served his country for

six mouths. He was then sent to Overton Hos-

pital at Memphis. Tenn., and later, reaching home,

died within four days, in his sixty-third year. His

widow is still surviving and makes her home in

McHenry County, being in her eightv-second year.

Our subject served two years and eight months,

and obtained a leave of absence to return home

and vote for Lincoln during his second term, in

1864. He was never wounded, but was confined

in the hospital for a short time with sore ejes. He

was an active participant in many engagements,

among them the siege of Vicksburg, which lasted

more than forty days; the Red River expedition,

at which time the regiment marched out on thirty

daj^s' rations and was absent ninety days; also

the Guntown raid, .and numerous battles of minor

importance.

Returning home March 20, 1865, our subject

was mariied, in .lune of the following year, to

Mahala Burton, of McHenry County. She is the

daughter of Billings and Harriet (Sweazey) Bur-

ton, natives of New York State. Three children

liave been born to our subject, of whom the eldest

child, Minnie, died in her third 3ear; Clara, who
w.as born in 1871, is the wife of Conrad Engle-

liardt, a f.irmer in this vicinity; and Fred, who
w.as born .Tune 17, 1882, is at home with his

parents.

In 1866, our subject purcliased twenty acres of

the old home farm, to which he added thirty-three

more, and tiiere made his home for three 3-ears.

Then, in company with three other gentlemen, he

proceeded overland with teams to Iowa and Ne-

braska. Returning to Illinois in 1871, he pur-

chased his present farm of forty acres, for which

he paid 81,200. He has resided here since, with

the exception of two years spent on his father-in-

law's farm. He has filled manj' positions of trust

in the township, for eleven years w.as Highway

Commissioner, and in politics casts a straight Re-

publican vote.

Mr. Piper is an extensive apiarist, having about

one hundred swarms of bees, in the raising of

which he has been successful in the past seven or

eight years. Mrs. Piper's grandmother, Nancy

Burton, is ninety-one j-ears of .age, and still en-

J03'S good health. She was born in Schoharie

County, N. Y., and reared a family of sixteen

children.

@ i=U < T >-[S '

§)

~ONAS R. ANDERSON, Vice-president,

stockholder and Director of the Central

Furniture Company, of Rockford, is ac-

tively connected with one of the most

prominent concerns of the city, the other officers

being: President, S. A. Johnson; Secretary and

Treasurer, August Peterson; Superintendent, .J.

Gust Johnson. After coming to Rockford, in

1854, Mr. Anderson was for eighteen years con-

nected with F. H. Manning, and later was a pro-

moter of the Central Furniture Company, with

which he has since been identified.

Our subject w.as born in Smoland, Sweden, June

22, 1833, and when ten months old w.as orph.aned

by the deatli of his father, Andrew Pearson. His

mother survived many years and was about sev-

enty-five years old at the time of her demise. The
first member of the family to leave Sweden was

Jonas R., who took passage at Gotteuburg .and

landed at Quebec, Canada, proceeding thence to

the States. Since locating in Rockford, he h.as

been joined by a brother, Charles, who died here;

also a sister, Martha, wife of John Johnson, who
died about ten years ago.

In Rockford, Mr. Anderson was married to

Helen Stockenburg, who was born in .Smoland,

Sweden, in M.ay, 1829, and was the first member
of her father's family who emigrated to this conn-

trj', coming hither in 1857. Mr. and Mrs. Ander-

son are influential members of the First Swedish

Luther.an Church at Rockford, .and for some j-ears
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he served as Trustee and Deacon. They were the

parents of five children, two of whom are de-

ceased. Jennie died when a small child, and Jen-

nie (second) passed away when eighteen years old.

She was a skilled mnsician and a graduate of the

citj' High School. M.irah C. is the wife of the Rev.

John Endston, a Swedish Lutheran clergyman of

Minneapolis; Andrew J. is represented elsewhere

in this volume; Amanda is at present part owner

of a store in Wakefield, Neb.

IkILLIAM S. p. HITCHCOCK. The excel-

/' lence of the soil of Winnebago Count}'

for the uses of agriculture has been dem-

onstrated b}' the pioneers, who cleared the land

of its primeval forest growth, turned the first

furrows in the soil, and gradually brought the

land to a high state of improvement, until to-day

this county ranks second to none in the quantity

and quality of its products. I\Ir. Hitchcock de-

votes especial attention to the raising of small

fruits and vegetables, a department of agriculture

to which little attention has been paid until quite

recently; he is also carrying on a general farm-

ing business in Seward Townshij).

In noting the ancestry of our subject, we find

that his paternal grandfather, Ira Hitchcock, was

a native of Connecticut and a soldier in the Rcvo-

lutionarj' War. He married Miss Hannah Ilotch-

kiss, and among their ten children was Ebenezer,

who was born in Vermont, November 23, 1787.

He grew to maturity in the Green Mountain State

and was married to Miss Abi Button, a native of

New Hampshire. They became the parents of ten

children, all of whom have passed from eartli ex-

cept our subject and one sister. Tlie parents are

deceased, the father having died in Ogle County,

111., and the mother in Winnebago Count}'. They

were pioneers of this section of country, having

removed hither in 1847 and purchased fort}- acres

of school land, which they afterward traded for

the farm where our subject resides. The place had

been originally entered from the Government by

an older brother some ten years prior to the set^

tlement of the father thereon.

Our subject was born in Massena Township, St.

Lawrence County, N. Y., October 25, 1817. He
grew to manhood in the Empire State, and on at-

taining to his majority commenced to work by the

month on a farm, continuing in that occupation

for six years. On Christmas Day, 1845, he was

united in marriage with Miss Martha Hudson, who
was born in Montreal, Canada, March 12, 1820.

Her father, Samuel Hudson, died in Massena,

N. Y., at the age of seventy-five, and her mother,

whose maiden name was Polly Abbott, died in

Winnebago County when about seventy-five.

They were the parents of eleven children, five of

whom survive.

Mr. and Mrs. Hitchcock have six children, as

follow: Louisa M., born December 14, 1846, mar-

ried Alonson Wells, and they have five children,

reside near Pecatonica: Julia S., born September

4, 1849, is the wife of C. T. Simpson and resides

in Cedar Falls, Iowa; Sophronia, born March 9,

1852, was united with George Wright, and they

are the parents of five children, reside in Pecato-

nica: George, born August 25, 1854, is married

and the father of two children and resides in Los

Angeles, Cal.: Eva, born January 11, 1858, is at

home witli her parents; Amanda, born M.arch 20,

1861, became the wife of Orlando Hall, and

they have two children, resides in Linn County,

Iowa. The children have all received excellent

educations and are highly esteemed throughout

the communities where they reside. In his poli-

tical belief, Mr. Hitchcock was an old-line Wliig,

casting his first ballot for William H. Harrison for

President, and has been a Repul)lican since the

organization of the party.

OSCAR G. WELLS, who has been a resident of

Pecatonica Village since 1857, is one of the

prominent and influential men of this sec-

tion. He is the owner of a jileasant home in

the village, where he is greatly respected for

his honest and upright life. A native of Sew-

ard Township, AVinnebago County, 111., our sub-

ject is the son of Jesse and Laviua (Everett)
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Wells. The father was an old settler in this region

and died at his homciu Seward Township, July 21,

1891, when over ninetj'-one years of iige.

Mr. Wells of this sketch on reaching his major-

ity was married, March 2, 1879, to Mary Patter-

son, who was also a native of this county, having

been born March 26, 1860. She was the daughter

of William and Sarah A. (Dean) Patterson, whose

sketch the reader will find on another page of this

volume. The three children born to our subject

and his wife are Claud W., born August 15, 1880;

Maud S., August 29, 1883, and Bernice M., April

11, 1885. He is an extensive hay merchant in the

village and also the proprietor of two farms, one

containing forty acres and the other one hundred

acres of land. Mr. and Mrs. Wells are Universal-

ists in their religion, and our subject belongs to the

I. O. O. F. Lodge No. 173 and also to the Modern

Woodmen of America. In politics, he is a true-

blue Republican, and has served for a number of

terms on the School Board.

William R. Patterson, the father of Mrs. Wells,

was born November 11, 1822, in Finnis, Countj-

Down, Ireland, and is the son of .John and Jane

(Roan) Patterson, the former of whom died when

about thirty-five years of age and the latter in her

fortj'-seventh 3'ear. He came to America in 1845

and at Oriskany, Oneida Count3-, N. Y., worked at

the mason's trade, but in his own country was a

linen weaver.

The lady to whom Mr. Patterson was married

June 25, 1818, was Miss Sarah A. Dean, whose birth

occurred February 27, 1819, in Otsego County,

N. Y. She was the daughter of Amos and Jane

(Chatterton) Dean, and was a cousin of Jay Gould.

Tiie Chattertons were Quakers and lived and died

in the Empire State. The De.an family were com-

mercial and professional men, and a sister of Amos
married a (iould and Jay Gould is supposed to be

a grandson or a son of that lady. Mrs. Wells is

one in a family of seven children, three of whom
are living: Jane D., who is married and has two

children; Isabella P., who is married and the mo-

ther of six children.

The father of Mrs. Wells in 1856 came to Win-

nebago Countj', where he has since resided, engaged

at his trade of a mason. He purchased a farm.

which he later disposed of at a good profit. Mr.

and Mrs. Patterson are Episcopalians in religious

matters. The father cast his first vote for Gen.

Scott and has since that time voted with the Re-

publican party. While residing in New York, he

was a member of tlie Odd Fellows' lodge. Mr.

Patterson, when en route to tiie New World, was

nearly seven weeks sailing from Belfast to New
York and on that trip passed through one of the

greatest storms known to those daj^s. For a period

of three days and nights, he with over three hun-

dred passengers was kept in the hold of the vessel

with the hatch nailed down and not a morsel to

eat. At the end of that time, when they were per-

mitted to come out, it was found the vessel was

leaking and Mr. Patterson with other passengers was

forced to pump water for over ten days. He was

accompanied to this country by a brother, from

whom he was never separated until the latter was

called hence.

''Another old settler gone" was heard tiirough-

out Winnebago County when Jesse Wells, the fa-

ther of our subject, breathed his last. It might be

trul3^ said of him that he lived in the hearts of

men while on eai'th and his memory will forever

remain fresh in the hearts of the countless hun-

dreds who knew and loved him dearly. His name

was synonymous with all that was good, pure, no-

ble and honest, and he was as mucli a stranger to

corrupt methods of doing business as purity is a

stranger to impurit}'. He stood out among his fel-

low-men as one absolutely self-made, and his mem-
ory must forever stand as a silent witness as to

what straightforwardness and an honorable career

can do for a man.

Jesse Wells was born in New York, June 2, 1800

and when a lad of ten years his fatlier died, thus

throwing him on his own resources. He went out

to work to help support his mother and brothers

and sisters. Small indeed was the salary a boy

could earn in those da^'s, but this boy, no matter

how small his income or salary, managed to live

within it. He proved that labor and merit could

and would be rewarded, as in 1825 he was married

to Miss Aseneth Bennett. To them were born a

family of nine children, all of whom are deceased,

with the exception of one son who is an extensive
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farmer in Iowa. The partner of his early joys

and sorrows died at Ridott, this State, in 1844.

The father of our subject was a pioneer in two

Western States, as he tii-st came to Ohio in 1834

and there farmed successfully until 1842, when he

removed to Stephenson County, this State. In the

town of Ridott, he entered an immense tract of

land and later bought and in other trades acquired

a large property in Winnebago County, which is

located in Seward and Pecatonica Townships. In

1854, he removed to the farm in the former place,

where his decease occurred when ninety-one years

of age.

The second marriage of the elder Mr. AVells oc-

curred in 1846, at which time Miss Lavina Everett,

a native of Pennsylvania, became his wife. They

became the parents of eight children, two of whom
are deceased. That .Jesse AVells was a grand suc-

cess must be conceded when it is known that with-

out any schooling and not a dollar of assistance

from anj' one, he left an estate valued at over

1100,000. That fortune was made by a strict in-

tegrity, and a thorough knowledge of economical

principles.

ENRY H. HOVEY. There is not within

the city of Rockford or vicinity a more

cozy and conveniently-arranged home than

that of Mr. Hovey, who is well known as

one of the prominent citizens of the county. He
was horn in Warsaw, Wyoming County, N. Y.,

.Tanuary 29, 1824, and is the son of David Hovey,

whose birth occurred in Tolland County, Conn.,

March 19, 1783. So far as known, the paternal

grandfather of our subject was a resident of Con-

necticut during his entire life, and he was at one

time Sheriff of Tolland County.

David Hovey was reared in his native State, and

after his marriage removed to Western New York,

accompanied by his family, the removal being

made with teams. He drove an ox-team with the

household goods, while his wife, with her twin

daughters, drove a one-horse buggy. Locating in

Warsaw, he bought a tract of timber land of the

Holland Purchase Company, and thereon erected

a log cabin, in which our subject was born. This

contained an unfinished loft, and one of the first

recollections of Henr}' H. is that of climbing a

ladder to his bed in the loft, where in the winter

season he would often find snow on the bed

covers.

At that early daj' railroads and canals were un-

known, and the nearest market was at Rochester,

forty miles distant. On the farm which he cleared,

Mr. Hovey, Sr., remained until his death. The

mother of our subject, whose maiden name was

Wealthy Palmer, was born in Mansfield, Conn.,

April 26, 1785. Her father, Ellas Palmer, was born

in Connecticut, and was a descendant of one of

two brothers who emigrated from England, and

were numbered among the first settlej's of Stoning-

tou, Conn. The maternal grandfather of our sub-

ject was a farmer and spent his entire life in the

State of his birth. Mrs. Wealthj' Hovey survived

her husband many years, spending the closing

days of her life at Warsaw. She reared six chil-

dren, namely: Martha and Mary (twins), Lucius

A., V. R., Henry H. and Julia M.

At the time of his father's death, our subject

was quite young, and he afterward assisted his

brothers in cultivating the farm until he was four-

teen. At that age he commenced to work in a

woolen mill, where he served an apprenticeship of

four j-ears and then did "jour" work for two j'ears.

In company with his brother V. R., he later bought

a sawmill in Allegany County, and this thej' op-

erated for a time. Returning to Wyoming County,

he cultivated the home farm and resided there

until 1867, when he removed to Marengo, McHenry

County, 111., and for ten 3'ears thereafter traveled

in the interest of the Union Mutual Life Insurance

Compan}', receiving a salar3' of $2,500 and expenses

per year.

Resigning his position, Mr. Hovey built a hay-

press at Hinckley and engaged in buying and ship-

ping hay for two years, and then, selling out, re-

turned to Marengo. During the same year (1877)

he exchanged his propert}' there for a farm close

to the city of Rockford, and here he has since re-

sided. In 1889, he sold all but thirteen acres of

the place to the "boomers," and upon the property

still in his possession has erected a comfortable

residence, where he lives retired.
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December 16, 1844, Mr. Hovey was married to

Nauc,y S. Willej', who was born in Vermont, and

tliey are the parents of two children: Frances M
and Lucius A., Jr. Frances married George AVilson

and Ihey have one child, Henry II. Lucius mar-

ried Salina Elackman, and they, with their tliree

children, Lucia A., Julia N. and Vine R., reside in

St. Charles, Kane County. Mr. and Mrs. Hovey

are active members of the Baptist Church. Politi-

cally, he is a stanch Republican. During the time

that he was traveling, he purchased a farm in Kane

County, beside land in Iowa and Minnesota, and

still has in his possession a large tract in the last-

named State.

p^ AMUEL C. WITHROW. In the line of

Hue carpets, draperies, brass goods, etc., etc.,

the city of Rockford stands second to

none, a fact in which its citizens may well

take pride in these days of intense competitive

effort. In this age of refinement, wealth, and

enterprise, the demands of all classes for artistic

productions are more exacting than ever before,

and in no branch of trade is this more evident

thnn that in which the firm of Withrow, Baird ife

Co. is engaged. This firm make a specialty of

interior decorating, the same introduced lately',

and are located in the Stewart Block, where they

have a fine room, 1.35x44 feet. Withrow & Baird

have been in business together since April, 1889,

and have, until quite recently, been located at No.

122 South Main Street, where, besides doing a de-

corating business, they carried a large and full line

of dry goods Seeing the need of a house in Rock-

ford that would make a specialty of interior de-

corating, they established themselves in the most

favorable location for the business, and have been

rewarded by the signal success they have achieved.

Mr. Withrow has been actively engaged in busi-

ness in this city for many years, while Mr. J. N.

Baird, who came here from McGregor, Iowa,

where he was engaged for a number of years as a

dry-goods merchant, has only resided here since

1889. During that time, however, he has impressed

the people as a man of sound judgment, excellent

taste, and much energy. Mr. Withrow came to

Rockford in June, 1861, and engaged in the dry-

goods business on his own account, liut at the end

of ten years, having a true artist's eye for harmony

of colors and beautiful effects, he connected with

his business a line of house decorations, which he

carried on jointly' and successfully with his former

business until 1892. Since that time, the firm has

established the latter line of business entirely.

With the exception of a Mr. Dennett, who is still

in business in this city, Mr. Withrow is the oldest

dry-goods merchant in Rockford. The honorable

and equitable methods of this gentleman and his

partner inspire the utmost confidence, and their

energy and enterprise are reaping a well-merited

reward.

Our subject came to this citj- from Cincinnati,

Ohio, where he had a thorough training .as a seller

of dry-goods, in both the retail and wholesale de-

partments, being connected for some time with the

old dry-goods firm of Shaw, Buel, Barber & Co.,

.and having a natural aptitude for that business, he

has been unusually successful. He was boi-n in

London, Madison County, Ohio, and there passed

his boj'hood and received his education. At an

early age, he began clerking in a dry-goods store

in his native town and subsequently went to Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, where he remained, actively engaged

in business, until coming to this citj'.

Prominent in all enterprises of a laudable na-

ture, Mr. Withrow is particularly so in educa-

tional and religious matters, having been one of

the greatest, if not the greatest, Sunday-school

worker in the county. Out of the thirty 3'ears he

has been a resident of this city, twenty years have

been spent as Superintendent of the Court Street

Methodist Episcopal Church, and he has been an

orticial member of the same for years. He has been

a delegate to the State Sunday-school Convention

a number of times, and when the National Conven-

tion met at Newark, N. J., he was one of the del-

egates from this State. He has been an energetic

worker in this direction, and has been in every

church and schoolhouse in the county. He gives

new impetus and life to old Sunday-schools, and

organizes new ones: he seems never to tire, and
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still the good work goes on. A stanch Republican

in his political views, Mr. Withrow works hard

for his party, and is a live man in all local affairs.

The parents of our subject, Robert and Ann
(Carr) Withrow, were natives of Madison Count}-,

Ohio, and there passed their entire da3'S. The

father was a prominent farmer of his native county,

but the last twenty years of his life were spent as

a shipper of cattle. He died when seventy-seven

3ears of age. His father was a Virginian, of Eng-

lish descent, and became an early settler of London
Township, Madison County, Ohio, where he took

up and improved Government land. He assisted

in building the old National Road, and was a

prominent man in his day. The wife of Robert

Withrow died when seventj'-two years of age.

Her parents had come to Ohio from the Old

Dominion at an early daj', improved Government

land, and were well known to the people of that

county. Both the Withrow and Carr families

were Methodists in their religious views, and were

Whigs and Republicans in politics.

Samuel Withrow was married in Peoria. 111., to

Mrs. Sallie Irwin, nee MeFarland,a native of Pitts-

burg, Pa., who came of Scotch-Irish ancestors, in-

heriting her thrift and industry from the former,

and her wit and socialjilit}- from the hitter. She

was reared and educated in her native city, and was

there married to Maj. S. C. Irwin, who was in an

Ohio Regiment, and who was killed at the battle

of Lookout Mountain, when in the prime of life.

He received his regular promotions, was a Ijravc

and gallant otticer, and fought bravel\' in defense

of the Union. He left no children.

Mr. and Mrs. Withrow are without children of

their own, but they have adopted one son, christ-

ened Fritz, who is now in tlie fruit business in

Gait, Cal., and who is a promising young man.
Mr. and Mrs. Withrow are i)rominent in social

and religious matters, and are jjlcasantly located

on Remington Bluff, south of tlie city.
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